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Times.
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The Daily Dispatch
Henderson

Mark Dolejs

Thompson truly exemplifies the unique spirit of this special award. While her name 
may not have the celebrity status of other recent awardees, her work as an advocate 
for criminal justice reform has landed her national recognition and appearances on 
Oprah, Sixty Minutes, The Today Show, Good Morning America, 20/20, The View, PBS 
Frontline and more.  

As president and founder of Healing Justice, she’s worked with legislative bodies in 
many states to advance compensation laws for the wrongfully convicted - all because 
of an ordeal with the criminal justice system that began in 1984 when she survived a 
brutal attack. Her New York Times bestseller, Picking Cotton, details how the person 
she accused was wrongfully convicted, only to be declared innocent and exonerated 
based on DNA evidence many years later.

Healing Justice, her life’s work since then, was one of many outcomes to this tale. It fa-
cilitates restorative justice and reconciliation in cases involving exonerations; organizes 
volunteer service providers to offer direct support and assistance in the aftermath of 
exonerations; and creates opportunities to unify the diverse voices of those affected by 
wrongful convictions. 

In this work, Thompson epitomizes the true meaning of what it takes to be a “tar heel” 
and bring honor to this Old North State, embodying the true meaning of this award.

2016 North cArolinian of the year: Jennifer Thompson

 Hugh Morton  Photographer of the Year
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FIRST PLACE
The Charlotte Post

Charlotte

FIRST PLACE
Cherokee Scout

Murphy
Broad coverage - from the sher-
iff’s department owning  mine-
proof vehicle to a reality show 

star. Writing was strong.

SECOND PLACE
The State Port Pilot

Southport
This is al ot of newspaper for 75 

cents. Nicely done.

SECOND PLACE
Lumina News

Wrightsville Beach

THIRD PLACE
Crossroads
Chronicle
Cashiers

By MATTHEW OSBORNE
editor@cherokeescout.com

 Murphy – Independence Day 2 is a move coming to 
theaters next year, but first it’s coming to Konehete Park 
on Saturday night.
 All the holiday events scheduled last weekend for 
July 4 were postponed because of flooding in the park, a 
result of seemingly constant rainfall over the last couple 
of weeks.
    The events will be the same as 
scheduled – including the reading 
of the Declaration of Independence 
on the downtown square at 10 a.m., 
a parade from the L&N Depot to 
Konehete Park at 10:30 a.m., a pea-
nut drop at high noon, kids’ games 
starting at 1 p.m. plus food, fun and crafts from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., capped off by music at 7:30 p.m. and fireworks 
at dark-thirty, which translates into about 9:30 p.m.
 While the weather was sunny for Friday’s Art Walk

See FESTIVAL, page 10A

By MATTHEW OSBORNE
editor@cherokeescout.com

 Murphy – Sheriff Derrick 
Palmer is not keeping any of 
his department’s expensive 
toys.
 The Cherokee County 
Sheriff’s Department recent-
ly was released from a one-
year suspension with the 
Law Enforcement Support 
Of fice’s surplus program. 
Now that their items can be 
moved once again, Palmer is 
cleaning house.
 The department has two he-
licopters – one that is stripped 
for parts, one that is flyable 
but barely used – along with 
a communications unit, fuel 
truck, boat and mine-resistant 

ambush protected vehicle, 
none of which have been 
used since they were received 
through the LESO program.
 “We’re tr ying to make 
sure we are cost-effective for 
what we need,” Palmer said. 
“We don’t need to keep toys 
around just to have them.”
 The suspension was due 
to a “weapons accountabil-
ity infraction” last summer, 
Palmer said, but that issue 
was cleared up before the 
previous administration left 
office. Still, the suspension 
remained for a full year from 
June 19, 2014, until an inspec-
tion by the state last week.
 Palmer said the helicopters 
will be given to Bladen and 

Brunswick counties, respec-
tively. He is the only sheriff’s 
office employee with a license 
to actually fly one of them.
 “I would love to fly and 
log more flight hours on the 
county’s expense, but that’s 
not what we’re here to do,” 
Palmer said, adding that the 
helicopter had fallen well 
short of the 100-plus hours it 
was required to be flown as 

part of the LESO contract.
 Palmer said the helicopters 
cost a minimum of $10,000 to 
operate, not counting main-
tenance. Chief Deputy Mark 
Thigpen added that it cost 
up to $90,000 just to replace 
propellors on the helicopters.
 “Could you ever use a heli-
copter? Sure we could, but the 
cost versus the use doesn’t

See TOYS, page 8A

By MATTHEW OSBORNE
editor@cherokeescout.com

 Peachtree – Murphy Medical Center 
was locked down Sunday night after a man 
allegedly threaten to “shoot sheriff’s office 
deputies and blow them up” while on the 
hospital’s campus.
 Late Sunday night, a man 
identified as Matthew An-
thony Blankenship, 39, of 
Andrews, was smoking a 
cigarette near the emergen-
cy room entrance at Murphy 
Medical Center. He was 
asked by hospital person-
nel to stop smoking there, 
according to a Cherokee 
County Sheriff’s Office release, at which 
point he allegedly became irate.
 Among other things, Blankenship al-
legedly made threats of violence against 
law enforcement officers, which caused 
hospital workers to call 911 and lock down

See LOCKDOWN, page 10A
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locked 
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County, tribe 
far apart on 
EMS costs

Show will go on Saturday

Fourth flooded, festival postponed
Photos by RYAN REVOCK/rrevock@cherokeescout.com

Above, visitors to Konehete Park canoe their way through the flooded park Sunday afternoon. While Murphy’s Fourth of July events 
were postponed, fireworks exploded over Hiwassee Lake (below) on Saturday night while boaters watched the free show.

u Murphy, tribe talk fire protection, 2A.

By MATTHEW OSBORNE
editor@cherokeescout.com

 Murphy – Cherokee County and the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians have 
finally decided to exchange figures on pro-
viding EMS coverage at Harrah’s Cherokee 
Valley River Hotel & Casino – but there is 
still plenty of room for negotiating after the

See EMS, page 10A

Woman seeks help 
after brain surgery
u Health life or death, 4A.

By DWIGHT OTWELL
dotwell@cherokeescout.com

 Murphy

Local native Kristina 
Packer had severe 
headaches for three 

years when she was a Mur-
phy High School student.
 The 19-year-old woman 
finally had brain surgery 
on June 17 in Houston to 
remove a cyst on the pineal 
gland and is recovering at 
her best friend’s home in 
Round Rock, Texas.
 “Kristina woke up one 
day in August 2012 with a 
headache,” mother Stacy 
Packer said. “The head-
ache never went away and 
gradually progressed in 
frequency and intensity. I 

took her to many doctors, 
to no avail.
 “Finally, during an  
emergency room visit in 
June 2013 she was diag-
nosed with a cyst on her 

See SURGERY, page 10A

Sheriff: Tanks, 
but no thanks

MATTHEW OSBORNE/editor@cherokeescout.com
These two large trucks – a fuel tanker (left) along with 
a mobile communications unit – were never used by the 
Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office and are being sold at a 
governmental auction.

Department unloading expensive toys

Inside
u More photos 
of fireworks in 
Hiwassee Dam. 
1B

Kristina Parker poses with 
Iron Man and Spider Man 
during a Chattanooga, 
Tenn., RV show.
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Variety of stories seems com-
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Kenansville
Good overall newspaper. I felt 

thoroughly informed after I read 
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Complete newspaper, with news of 
the day like the deputy sheriff caus-
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readers probably appreciated.  
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Smoky Mountain News
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election coverage, but also re-
ported on non-political stories of 

importance and interest. Clear 
writing, good design.
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This year’s soybean crop harvest is underway, near-
ing completion. Two Duplin County farmers, Hank 
Bond of Pin Hook and Westley Dail of Kenansville, 
told the Duplin Times things are looking good with 

this year’s crop. Please see page 1B.
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Trevor Normile
Staff writer

WA L L A C E 
— A Wallace 
man wanted for 
murdering a wit-
ness in a murder 
trial against him 
was still on the 
run as of press 
time Tuesday. 

According to the Du-
plin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice (DCSO), the hunt is 
on for Nashid Porter, 36, 
of 6392 N.C. 41 Wallace, 

who investiga-
tors believe mur-
dered Obediah 
Hester IV, 27, 
of Wilmington 
last Wednesday 
night. 

Hester was 
discovered shot 
to death in the 
yard of an aban-

doned home on Wards 
Rd. near Wallace. 

Porter was awaiting 
trial under house arrest 
for a 2012 murder in 

Wilmington, in which he 
allegedly shot and killed 
another Wilmington resi-
dent named Brian Theo-
dus Grant. 

According to the 
DCSO, Porter removed 
his tracking anklet before 
leaving his home with 
Hester and two other men 
in a passenger vehicle—a 
ride Hester would not re-
turn from.

Sheriff Blake Wallace

Hunt is on for man after murder of witness

Nashid Porter

Trevor Normile
Staff writer

TEACHEY — Authorities have 
named a suspect  in their embezzle-
ment inquiry at Teachey Volunteer 
Fire Department. 

Sheriff Blake Wallace con-
firmed late last week that detec-
tives are investigating Jonathan 
Shane Cassell, former treasurer of 
Teachey VFD in the case.

At press time, Cassell had not 

Suspect named in VFD 
embezzlement case

Various activities were held to celebrate James Sprunt Community College’s Homecoming last week. Activities 
ranged from Spirit Day to the Homecoming Parade held Thursday. Gary Sessoms, of the Emergency Medical 
Services program, drives the carriage for the college’s Continuing Education Department in the parade.

Todd Wetherington
News Editor

WARSAW — A lo-
cal Vietnam War veter-
an will return home this 
month, nearly 46 years 
after his plane was shot 
down over the jungles 
of Southeast Asia. 

Sergeant Clarence L. 
“Boone” McNeill was 
killed in action on Feb. 
5, 1969, when the EC-47 
aircraft on which he was 
serving as an airborne 
cryptologic linguist was 
downed by enemy fire 
over Laos. Due to the 
limitations of the time 
period’s medical tech-
nology and the chaotic 
nature of the crash site, 
McNeill’s remains were 
combined with those of 
his fellow crewmembers 
and interred in a com-
munal grave.

Through the efforts of 
determined loved ones 
and with the help of cut-
ting edge DNA testing, 
those remains were re-
cently reexamined and a number of the crewmembers, 
including McNeill, were positively identified. 

On Nov. 28, McNeill’s remains will be reinterred, 
laid to rest beside those of his parents in Devotional 

Gardens cemetery in War-
saw. 

According to McNeill’s 
brother, Dan, just before 
his death the young Duplin 
County native had mapped 
out an ambitious future for 
himself in the military.

“Our brother found his 
footing in the U.S. Air Force. 
While in Southeast Asia, he 
entered into the competitive 
process for admission to the 
U.S. Air Force Academy 
and eventually was notified 
he won a seat in the Class 
of ’73. His tour in Southeast 

Asia would have been complete in May 1969 and he 
would have returned home and would have begun his 
studies in Colorado Springs in June.”

Duplin Times photo/Jacqueline Hough

Submitted photo

In 2004, an enlisted housing dormitory at Ft. 
Meade, Md. was remaned McNeill Hall in memory 

of Clarence ‘Boone’ 
McNeill, a Duplin 
County native who was 
killed during the Viet-
nam War. After nearly 
46 years, McNeill’s re-
mains will return home 
this month to be laid 
to rest in Devotional 
Gardens in Warsaw. 

Remains of ‘Boone’ McNeill will be 
reinterred next week at Warsaw

On Nov. 28, 
McNeill’s 
remains will 
be reinterred, 
laid to rest 
beside those 
of his parents 
in Devotional 
Gardens 
cemetery in 
Warsaw. 

JSCC ends year-long 50th anniversary celebration
Jacqueline Hough
Staff writer

WALLACE — James Sprunt 
Community College (JSCC) has 
served as a “bridge to success” for 
50 years in Duplin County and the 
surrounding areas.

Last week’s closing ceremonies 

signified the end to a yearlong cel-
ebration for the college.

“Without you, James Sprunt 
would not be successful,” said 
JSCC President Lawrence Rouse. 
“Without James Sprunt, many of 
our students would not have the op-
portunity to be successful.”

The event was held outside in 
the front of the college under a tent, 
with remarks from Kenansville 
Mayor Betty Long, College Trustee 
Delilah Gomes, and former JSCC 
Presidents Dr. Carl Price and Dr.

Vietnam Veteran 
returning home 
for the final time

Submitted photo

Duplin County native Clar-
ence ‘Boone” McNeill, a 
Vietnam War linguist who 
was killed when his plane 
was shot down over 
Laos, will be laid to rest 
in Devotional Gardens in 
Warsaw on Nov. 28. Mc-
Neill’s remains had previ-
ously been interred in a 
common grave at Jeffer-
son Barracks Cemetery 
in St Louis. 

Going on 100

Funding vote gets thumbs down
Board’s 4-2 vote cites K-8 plan itself, public criticism for ‘nay’ votes

Trevor Normile
Staff writer

KENANSVILLE — The Duplin 
County Department of Social Ser-
vices has announced that it will again 
hold its annual bake sale Tuesday, 
Nov. 25 at the county courthouse in 
Kenansville. 

Once again, ham biscuits are on 
the menu.

Though the county Environmen-
tal Health Department brought con-
cerns last year over the sale, citing 
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture restrictions 
on meat sales, the county ultimately 
found that the fundraisers could con-
tinue as Duplin County government 
(and other groups exempt from federal

DSS biscuits, cakes coming back to the courthouse L--r) Serita Bowen, 
Zoila Brock and 
Angie Miller vol-
unteered at last 
year’s DSS bake 
sale fundraiser. 
Proceeds are used 
for children in foster 
care and elderly 
adults in need of 
help through the 
holiday season. 

Duplin Times file photo

A good year 
for soybeans

Continued on page 8A

Continued on page 5A

Continued on page 3A
Continued on page 3A

Continued on page 7A

Continued on page 5A

Wilmington man killed near Wallace by local man 
he was to testify against in separate murder trial

Trevor Normile
Staff writer

KENANSVILLE — 
Five long seconds of si-
lence followed County 
Commission Chairman 
Kenn Thompson’s re-
quest for a second on a 
motion to fund the $56 
million school facilities 
plan Monday. 

Thompson then broke 
the quiet when he sec-
onded fellow commis-
sioner Tim Smith’s motion to fund the plan. After some 
discussion, the vote failed, 4-2. 

Thompson finally got the vote he’d been publicly push-
ing for—a motion made before Smith and District III Com-
missioner Harold Raynor, the sole Republican on the board, 
left their seats. Neither will be returning to the board when 
new terms for commissioners begin next month.

Though the funding has now been struck down, the board 
probably hasn’t seen the last of the BOE facilities plan. 

Frances Parks said she supports the plan, 
put voted no because the item wasn’t on the 
published agenda prior to Monday’s meeting, and 
she wished to avoid “negative comments.”

Commissioners Tim Smith (l) 
and Kenn Thompson voted 
for the school facilities fund-
ing plan.
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SADD Club plants tulip bulbs
About 50 members of JP 

Knapp’s Students Against 
Destructive Decisions Club, 
representing grades 9 to 12, 
gathered outside last Thursday 
to plant four times as many 
flowers as they planted last 
year during Red Ribbon Week, 
which recognizes the school 
campus as drug-free. — 7B

Shelly Cobarrubia/Weeksville Elem.

Complete forecast on 2A

WeB Poll reSultS
www.DailyAdvance.com poll 
from Sunday, November 2

the films ‘ouija’ and 
‘nightcrawler’ each tied 
for first at the box of-
fice this weekend with 
$10.9M. Did you see 
either of these?

VotEs

Yes, I saw Nightcrawler.  1

Yes, I saw Ouija.  2

I actually saw 
both films. 1
I didn’t go see either 
of them. 58

total 
62

region

State

Like us 
on Facebook

THE DAILY ADVANCE

Polls oPEn at 6:30 
aM, closE at 7:30 PM

rEgion Sheriff 
investigating 
alleged rape 3A

Tuesday, November 4, 2014 75 centswww.DailyaDvance.com

nation New World 
Trade Center opens 5A

Grant buys generators
Thanks to a $206,000 

federal grant, Currituck has in-
stalled two generators at the 
YMCA and the Cooperative Ex-
tension buildings at Currituck 
Community Park in Maple to 
aid in disaster relief.  — 3A

Tech assistants doubled up
Four technology assistants 

with the Elizabeth City-Pasquo-
tank Public Schools are each now 
working at two schools. — 3A

Beaches reopen to vehicles
Seasonal routes on Cape 

Hatteras National Seashore 
have reopened to off-road 
vehicles. — 3A

Beamon gets year probation 
for failing to perform duties

By WILLIAM F. WEST
Staff Writer

Elizabeth City State Universi-
ty’s former campus police chief 
avoided jail time this summer af-
ter pleading no contest to a charge 
of willfully failing to carry out his 
duties in nearly 80 criminal cases.

According to court records, 
Sam Beamon, 53, entered his no-
contest plea to the misdemeanor 
charge on July 31. He was sen-

tenced to 45 days in jail, but Dis-
trict Court Judge Eula Reid sus-
pended the sentence, ordering 
the former ECSU police chief to 
serve one year of unsupervised 
probation.

Reid also ordered Beamon to 
pay $500 in costs, including a $250 
community service fee. Beamon 
was also ordered to complete 
50 hours of community service, 
which court records indicate he 
has done.

In pleading no contest, Beamon 

Ex-ECSU chief pleads no contest
file photo

Sam Beamon, 
former 
Elizabeth City 
State University 
campus police 
chief shown 
here in a file 
photo, pleaded 
no contest to a 
misdemeanor 
charge of 
willfully failing 
to perform his 
duties. 

See Beamon, 7a

Makinga  ‘SplaSh’

Staff photo by thomaS J. turney

Michele Yellin works on her painting in the former Super 10 building on Main Street in Elizabeth City, 
Monday as part of “Moon Splash,” an artist retreat/workshop sponsored by Arts of the Albemarle.

Challenger raised $7K 
to incumbent sheriff’s $3K

By WILLIAM F. WEST
Staff Writer

CURRITUCK — Repub-
lican challenger Billy Long 
both outraised and out-
spent Democratic incum-
bent Susan Johnson in the 
Currituck County sheriff’s 
race leading up to 
today’s election.

Long, a police 
officer at Outer 
Banks Hospital who retired 
from the state Highway Pa-
trol, raised a total of $7,115 
and spent $5,726, his cam-
paign financing report for 
the third quarter of the year 
shows.

Johnson, seeking re-elec-
tion to a fourth term, raised 
$3,244 and spent $2,387, ac-
cording to her third-quarter 
report.

Both candidates still had 
money left on hand. Long 
had $1,389 and Johnson 
had $957, according to the 
reports they filed with the 
Currituck Board of Elec-
tions last week.

Long’s biggest donor dur-
ing the third quarter was Dr. 
Robert Valentine, of Jarvis-
burg, who gave the chal-
lenger a total of $600. His 
next largest contributors 
were Long’s wife, Nell, and 
Alan Williams, of Moyock, a 
salesman for a food service 
company. Both contributed 

Long
outraises, 
outspends 
Johnson

See SHeRIFF, 7a

Visions of Hope to operate 
shelter despite funding concerns

By jon hAWLEy
Staff Writer

City Council will entrust Eliza-
beth City’s now-closed homeless 
shelter to the Visions of Hope 
nonprofit group — despite the 
city manager’s warning the group 
hasn’t found the funding needed to 
keep the shelter open for the long 
term.

Helen Williams and Rita Bowe, 
Vision of Hope’s founder and direc-
tor, respectively, presented their 
plan for operating the city-owned 
building at 709 Herrington Road as 

a homeless shelter during a work 
session late last month.

The shelter, formerly operated 
by Garden of Hope House, closed 
more than a year ago after the 
nonprofit group couldn’t afford to 
keep it open.

Presenting their 25-page plan 
last week, Williams said Visions 
of Hope members have the cre-
dentials to run a successful shel-
ter. Williams and Bowe each have 
master’s degrees, in social work 
and mental health counseling, re-
spectively, according to their pro-
posal.

Though Visions of Hope only 
has a few other members, Wil-
liams said the group had secured 

75 pledges of support from busi-
nesses, with more likely to come if 
the shelter reopens. Her proposal 
also identifies various charitable 
groups, such as the Food Bank of 
Albemarle, the Elizabeth City Sal-
vation Army and United Way, as 
supporters.

“We are not standing alone,” she 
told council.

Outlining the shelter’s opera-
tions, Williams said it could house 
nine to 10 women and their chil-
dren, including a shelter manager 
who would be on duty 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week.

The shelter would immediately 

Council OKs reopening shelter

See SHeLteR, 7a

Elections board takes no action on complaint
Womble backer accused 

Lamb of illegal electioneering

By WILLIAM F. WEST
Staff Writer

The Pasquotank County Board 
of Elections on Monday took no 
action on a complaint that district 
attorney candidate Nancy Lamb 
engaged in illegal electioneer-
ing after a state elections official 
advised that what Lamb was ac-
cused of wasn’t a violation of 
election law.

Bill Lehmann, a supporter of 

District Attorney 
Andrew Womble 
— Lamb’s oppo-
nent in today’s 
general election 
— filed a written 
statement with 
the Pasquotank 
elections board, 
claiming he saw 
Lamb passing out voting material 
and shaking hands with a poten-
tial voter in the doorway of the 
Pasquotank early-voting station 
at the Edgewood Center Saturday 
afternoon, approximately five 

minutes before 
the early voting 
period ended at 
1 p.m.

Under state 
election rules, 
candidates and 
their support-
ers are barred 
from campaign-

ing within 50 feet of where voters 
cast ballots.

“I was shocked, to be honest 
with you, when I saw that going 
on,” Lehmann said in an interview 
Monday.

In his written complaint, Lehm-
ann claimed to have two wit-
nesses who could back up his 
allegations: a poll judge who was 
helping conduct curbside voting 
and a former poll judge.

Lamb, a former prosecutor 
seeking a four-year term as dis-
trict attorney, denied Lehmann’s 
claim Monday evening that she 
engaged in electioneering within 
the 50-foot buffer zone.

Lamb said she had been cam-
paigning outside the Board of 

Lamb LEhmann

See CompLaInt, 6a
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Charlotte’s race for mayor
and City Council is officially
on.
Monday was opening day for

candidates to file, and several
high-profile hopefuls did.
David Howard and Jennifer

Roberts filed to compete for
the job occupied by incum-
bent Dan Clodfelter. Howard,
an at-large council member
serving his third term,
pledged to expand economic
opportunities.

By Herbert L. White
herb.white@thecharlottepost.com

“We must create a city in
which every opportunity
extends to every person in
every neighborhood,” he said.
“ And that has to be true no
matter where you live or
where you grow up. I’m run-
ning because I believe that
increased opportunities in
Charlotte should extend to
everyone willing to work for
them.”
Roberts picked up an

endorsement from Emily’s
List, a political action group
that aims to get women elect-
ed.     

“I am proud that our cam-
paign has earned the endorse-
ment and support of Emily’s
List,” said Roberts, the only
woman to announce her can-
didacy. “Our campaign will
continue to work every day to
get our message out to hard-
working Charlotte families
that we stand for good jobs,
strong schools and economic
opportunity for all people.” 
The endorsement comes on

the heels of a June in-house
poll showing Roberts leading
Democratic rivals Clodfelter
and Mayor Pro Tem Michael

Former City Council District 2 representative James Mitchell gives a double thumbs-up after filing papers to run for an at-large seat on the
board on Monday. The Democrat joins a field that will replace at least two at-large members.

Paying
tab for
CIAA
charge

The Ritz-Carlton, CIAA and N.C. Attorney
General Roy Cooper have agreed to a settle-
ment that resolves an investigation into the
hotel’s “CIAA service charge” during the
league’s basketball tournament.
The Ritz-Carlton will pay

refunds, fund scholarships to the
CIAA and notify customers about
any future special service fees
under the agreement, which was
announced Monday between the
Ritz, CIAA and Cooper.
“Being upfront with consumers

about fees is always the best way
to do business,” Cooper said in a
statement.
Special Deputy Attorney General Harriet

Worley wrote Ritz-Carlton attorney Clay
Wheeler on June 9 to alert him to N.C.
Department of Justice’s intent to file suit due
to the hotel’s lack of response in providing a
resolution to the levy imposed during the
week of the CIAA’s basketball tournament
three months after complaints surfaced.
NCDOJ, Worley said, hadn’t received definitive
guarantees from Ritz-Carlton that it would rec-
tify how it applies surcharges in the future or
adhere to N.C. law.
Patrons who visited the Ritz’s Lobby Lounge

in February complained that the service
charge was added to their bills without notice,
which sparked a probe by the Attorney
General’s Consumer Protection Division. 
Under the agreement, the Ritz will:

By Herbert L. White
herb.white@thecharlottepost.com

Please see HOTEL/2A

Back to school
early for some
Project LIFT
campuses

Ritz-Carlton agrees to give
refunds and $75,000 in
scholarships as part of deal

Summer break will end early at four Project
L.I.F.T. schools.
The academic learning community in

Northwest Charlotte is reminding families the
2015-16 school year will begin July 20, for
students of Bruns Academy, Walter G. Byers,
Druid Hills and Thomasboro Academy. The
organization has distributed yard signs,
posters and flyers to raise awareness in the
West Charlotte community.
The early start date for these schools is part

of a Continuous Learning Calendar, which
operates differently from a traditional calen-
dar. (Traditional calendar schools will not
begin until Monday, Aug. 24.) Continuous
Learning Calendars provide greater continu-
ity of instruction and less summer learning
loss. For all up-to-date calendars and more on
CLCs, visit www.projectliftcharlotte.org.
A CLC differs from a traditional school cal-

endar in that it typically starts earlier, some-
times ends later and features breaks called
intercessions, where students return to
school for enrichment activities. During past
school years, intercessions over Spring Break
incorporated art-inspired literacy camps:
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts and Math) Camp in 2014 and LiterARTSy
in 2015. Intercessions keep students
refreshed and engaged with activities that
would otherwise be unavailable to them. 
For educators, a CLC ensures greater conti-

nuity of instruction and makes the fall semes-

By Herbert L. White
herb.white@thecharlottepost.com

By Herbert L. White
herb.white@thecharlottepost.com

Please see PROJECT LIFT/2A

Lewis set to become
mass transit chief

Battle 2015 Post Foundation Luminary 

The top manager of Orlando,
Fla.’s regional bus service is
the remaining finalist for
Charlotte’s top public transit
job.
John Lewis, who has led

Orlando’s Lynx system since
December 2010, resigned last
week to take over as Charlotte
Area Transit System’s CEO. He
confirmed his interest in an
interview with the Orlando
Sentinel.
"I'm at the goal line, but I'm

not there yet," said Lewis, 47,
who earned $187,000 annually
in Orlando.
CATS spokesman Olaf

Kinard declined comment. "We
are still going through the
process," he said.
Carolyn Flowers left CATS in

January for a senior adviser
position with the Federal
Transit Administration. 
CATS operates 73 bus routes

A Charlotte leader in race
relations as well as religion,
education and health care has
won The Charlotte Post
Foundation “Luminary –
Lifetime Achievement” award
for 2015.
Bishop George E. Battle Jr.,

whose name is synonymous
with Charlotte’s progress since

1974, calls himself a hands-on
leader. 
“I’m from the

country,” said the
senior bishop of
the AME Zion
Church. “I can’t
wear a suit and
give orders.
There is not an ‘I’
in team. It’s we.” 

A native of Rocky Mount,
Battle moved to Charlotte from

Lancaster, S.C., in 1974 to lead
Greater Gethsemane AME Zion
Church. Currently, he is pre-
siding prelate of the Piedmont
Episcopal District, which
includes west and west-central
North Carolina as well as
Jamaica and Angola.
Battle will accept the

Luminary award at the “Post
Best” banquet on October 10,
at the Hilton Center City. 
“Bishop Battle has enjoyed a

storied career,” said Gerald
Johnson, publisher of The
Charlotte Post Publishing
Company and president of the
Charlotte Post Foundation,
“not only as a minister but as a
leader in the community. He
started the Greater
Gethsemane Enrichment
Program years ago and it is still
a great asset in helping kids. In
all aspects, he is deserving of

By Ellison Clary
FOR THE CHARLOTTE POST 

and 323 buses in Mecklenburg
County as well as the Lynx
light-rail system. The first
phase of its CityLynx Gold Line
streetcar, which will run from
the Elizabeth neighborhood in
east Charlotte to Historic West
End when completed, goes on
line July 14.
Orlando’s Lynx has 300

buses and 75 routes in Orange,
Seminole and Osceola coun-
ties. Its SunRail commuter
train, which opened in 2013, is
run by the state of Florida.
Before Orlando, Lewis was

director of the Greater
Richmond, Va., Transit
Commission. He also ran
Baltimore’s 15.5-mile subway
system for nearly a year before
moving to Richmond.
Orlando’s Lynx, which relies

on fares and contributions
from the four counties it
serves, has grown its ridership
from 26 million passengers
annually to 30 million under
Lewis. Its free downtown bus

Election season officially open
with candidates racing to file

Barnes by 30 percent to 16
percent each. 
"We are supporting Jennifer

because she is the strongest
candidate in the field and
because we believe she will
win," said Muthoni Wambu
Kraal, senior director for state
and local campaigns at Emily's
List. "We need more strong
leaders like Jennifer who will
stand up and do what is right
for hardworking women and
families." 
In North Carolina, women

account for 54 percent of reg-

Cooper

Orlando, Fla., transportation chief John Lewis (left), with Orlando
Mayor Buddy Dyer. Lewis is negotiating to become CEO of Charlotte
Area Transit System. He would replace Carolyn Flowers, who left in
January to become a senior adviser to the  Federal Transit
Administration.

Please see BATTLE/3A

service doubled and another
expansion is planned.
"John has done a fantastic

job at Lynx,” Orlando Mayor
Buddy Dyer, a member the

transit board, told the Sentinel.
“It sounds like a great opportu-
nity in Charlotte. He will be
hard to replace."

Battle
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Bringing 
sunshine to 
girls’ lives
Program helps develop 
social, academic skills

By Holly West
The Daily Reflector

As a school counselor, Latoi-
ra Rodgers sees the many dif-
ferent paths today’s youth can 
take. That’s why she believes in 
programs like Operation Sun-
shine.

Rodgers began  working for 
Operation Sunshine in 2003, 
when she was an undergradu-
ate at East Carolina University, 
and now is a member of the or-
ganization’s board of directors. 
She also works as a school 
counselor in Greene County, 
but has stayed involved with 
Operation Sunshine because it 
had such a big effect on her.

“I’ve seen what can happen 
when people take time to in-
vest their time in kids,” Rodg-
ers said. “I’ve been here long 
enough to see students gradu-
ate from high school and col-
lege. It’s just an overall good 
feeling to know that you helped 
develop them into the person 

Foreign students sampling life in U.S.

By Holly West
The Daily Reflector

French and Spanish ex-
change students visiting 
Greenville are getting a taste 
of American life.

Throughout the summer, 
12 students are living with 

host families in and around 
the city. Their visits were 
organized through the na-
tional exchange organiza-
tion Terre des Langues.

While the trip is aimed 
toward teaching students 
about America, host mom 
Martha Williams said she 
is learning just as much 
from her exchange student, 
Gaelle Mazellior, as Mazel-
lior is learning from her.

“She has been teaching 
me French,” Williams said. 

“It’s really funny because 
she was explaining noun 
and verb agreement and 
masculine and feminine, 
and to be able to explain 
your language in English is 
very impressive.”

Williams said Mazellior 
also has been teaching her 
how to cook French dishes.

“We’ve made crème 
brûlée, crêpes,” she said.

“Ratatouille, croque-mon-
sieur,” Mazellior added.

Mazellior has had the 

opportunity to learn about 
teenage culture by hanging 
out with Williams’ daughter, 
J.H. Rose High School stu-
dent Martha Ann Williams, 
and her friends.

But her adventures have 
not been limited to Green-
ville. She and the Williamses 
have gone on two beach 
trips and traveled to Raleigh 
to see a familiar face.

“Her family hosted a stu-
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Lance Barton, eastern regional director of the Food 
Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina, talks about 
his operation at the Greenville branch on Friday. 

Knowing the value of a helping hand

By Caslee siMs Jr.
The Daily Reflector

Lance Barton knows just 
how meaninglful a kind ges-
ture and helping hand can 
be.

He saw it more than a de-
cade ago when a friend led 
him to a food pantry that of-
fered him both a meal and a 
side of self-respect. Now he 

is dishing out the same from 
the other side.

In a little more than a 
month as eastern regional 
director of the Food Bank 
of Central & Eastern North 
Carolina, Barton has sought 
to feed off the formula that 
worked well for him as a 
pantry director in Virginia 
and eventual founder of the 
Northern Neck Food Bank 

in Virginia.
He came to North Caro-

lina in early June and will 
oversee fundraising, public 
relations and other opera-
tions at the Greenville and 
New Bern branches, which 
encompasses nine counties.

“We hit every goal I 
wanted to reach at North-
ern Neck,” Barton said. “We 
achieved equitable distri-
bution across six counties 
and, more importantly, the 
company was more than fi-

At a glance
Regional Director Lance Barton 

came to North Carolina in early 
June and will oversee fundraising, 
public relations and other opera-
tions at the Greenville and New 
Bern food bank branches, which 
encompasses nine counties. 

Barton will oversee a distribu-
tion of more than 12 million 
pounds of food in the Greenville 
and New Bern branches and 
more than 52 million pounds for 
the central and eastern region 
across six branches. 

Food bank director goes from receiving meals to 
overseeing distribution of millions of pounds of food to 
needy residents in eastern North Carolina. 

See FooD, A7

COnTRiBuTeD PhOTO

French exchange students and their host moms meet with 
Frederic Fladenmuller, exchange program coordinator. 
Shown are Bonnie Mincey, Thibaud Sanguinet, Martha 
Williams, Gaelle Mazellior and Fladenmuller, from left.

Twelve exchange 
students are living with 
host families in and 
around the city.

See exChANGe, A7

PhOTOs By Aileen DeVlin
The DAily RefleCTOR

Girls from the 5-7 age 
group color and read 
books at the Operation 
Sunshine Center. The 
nonprofit organization 
focuses on girls ages 
5-13 through after-school 
and summer programs. 
Organizers hope to extend 
the program’s reach to 
include older girls and 
combat issues such as 
teen pregnancy and high 
school dropout rates.

At left, students listen and 
ask questions regarding 
current events they read 
about in the newspaper.

Helping girls
operation Sunshine’s 

summer program runs 
through Aug. 14 and 
has 26 girls enrolled. 
organizers said there is 
room for more. Anyone 
interested can contact 
the program at 758-
5315.

Van service is offered 
for students who do not 
have transportation to 
and from the Chestnut 
Street center, and there 
is an early-bird program 
available for students 
who need to be dropped 
off early and stay late.

The girls participate 
in a variety of activities, 
from swimming at eCU’s 
Student Recreation 
Center, to learning 
about nature at River 
Park North, to discuss-
ing nutrition and trying 
new recipes with eCU’s 
Campus Kitchen. See SUNShINe, A7
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Gunman
known
as angry
extremist

By Melinda Deslatte
and Michael Kunzelman
The Associated Press

LAFAYETTE, La. — A man who lost
his family, home and businesses as he
spent years angrily espousing right-
wing extremism on television, the In-

ternet and to anyone
else who would listen
did not say a word as he
opened fire on
strangers in a darkened
movie theater, author-
ities said Friday.

John Russell Hous-
er, 59, stood up about
20 minutes into Thurs-

day night’s showing of “Trainwreck”
and fired on the audience, killing two
people and wounding nine with a semi-
automatic handgun.

“That was a horrific scene in there
— the blood on the floor, sticks in the
seats (showing the trajectory of the
bullets), the smell,” state police Col.
Michael Edmonson said after top

OPENING
WINNERS
Hope Mills starts the
state American Legion
tournament with a win.

SPORTS, 1B

A DAY IN
THE LIFE
Explore the Rockfish
Camp and Retreat
Center in Parkton.
SATURDAY EXTRA

! John Russell Houser killed two
people and wounded nine others
during a movie screening.

See GARRISON, Page 5A

CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY

Fort Bragg welcomes new
garrison commander Funck

Staff photos by Cindy Burnham

Kylie Holt, 11, and her sister Emilya, 14, jump off the jump tower at Fantasy Lake in Hope Mills.

Simon Wang carries his inflatable raft to the water.

SWIM AWAY
THE SUMMER

Fantasy Lake offers many attractions
to cool off and have fun without driving far.

See LAKE, Page 4A

By Amanda Dolasinski
Staff writer

HOPE MILLS

S isters Kylie and Emilya Holt
inched closer to the edge of a
platform, looking down at the
water below.

They locked arms, counted to three
and leapt off together, smoothly hitting
the cool water.

“I get the chills sometimes,” Kylie
said. “I like the jump tower the most.”

Fantasy Lake Water Park is one of
several lakes that offer landlocked
Fayetteville residents a cool escape
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HIT THE
ROAD
Every Saturday
the Observer
will check out
things to do
and places
worth the drive
in and near the
Cape Fear
region.

BACKYARD
PARADISE

John Semmes has worked for decades
to turn his yard into an oasis, and he’s
constantly looking for ways to perfect it.
Sunday Life magazine

COMING SUNDAY

Staff photo by Andrew Craft

Incoming Garrison Commander Col. Brett T. Funck receives the colors from Davis
Tindoll Jr. as outgoing Garrison Commander Col. Jeffrey M. Sanborn looks on
Friday during the garrison change of command ceremony on Fort Bragg.

By Amanda Dolasinski
Staff writer

When Fort Bragg’s soldiers
are called to assist nations dev-
astated by natural disasters, or
protect allies from ruthless ene-
mies, those who stay behind
strive to maintain superior,
seamless operations.

“Fort Bragg is a place our se-
nior leaders look when contingen-
cies occur and we must always
live on amber (alert) in order to
respond to the command signal
that’s generated on a daily basis,”

said Col. Brett T. Funck, Fort
Bragg’s new commander. “The
garrison team here has a tremen-
dous amount of experience levels,
talent, dedication and loyalty to
make sure that, not only are the
resources on hand to meet the re-
quirements of the unit preparing
for combat, but also in caring for
those left behind while their loved
ones are deployed.”

Funck, who previously served
as an operations officer and ex-
ecutive officer for the 82nd Air-
borne Division’s 4th Brigade, took
command of Fort Bragg during a

ceremony at the Main Post Pa-
rade Field on Friday. Col. Jeffrey
M. Sanborn, who had been leading
the garrison command since June
2012, relinquished command and
is in his first month as village
manager of Pinehurst.

Funck has deployed in support
of Operation Joint Guardian in
Albania and Kosovo, three de-
ployments in support of Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom and two
deployments in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom.

Houser
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Breaking news online 
TriangleBusinessJournal.com

On smartphones and tablets 
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Daily email updates 
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Livestream big talent
Raleigh startup will bring 
concerts to your living room
LAUREN OhNESORGE, 8

N.C.’s Win-Loss Record
Cover story

In 2014 the Tar Heel State scored 8,820 jobs from economic 
development projects while losing 16,580 to other states.  

Are we competitive enough?
story by jason debruyn, pages 12-15

laRgest gRaphic design & iMd FiRMs 21-23

ExEcutivE voicE

Lord corp. is into everything (aLmost) 17

less than two 
weeks after 
moving into its 
headquarters at 
the company’s 

new 76,000-square-foot office 
building in cary, Biologics 
plans its next expansion move: 
a hiring spree.

AmANdA hOyLE, 5

reaL estate|eXpansIon

biologics 
gEts nEw hq, 
plans hiring 

on the beat

New interstate to 
Norfolk in the works
Legislation to designate the corridor 
from Raleigh to Norfolk, Virginia, as a 
future interstate is picking up steam in 
Congress. JEff JEffREy, 10

Undercover Colors 
begins testing 
Raleigh’s date rape drug-detecting 
nail polish startup starts testing in 
spiked drinks. LAUREN OhNESORGE, 9

Hearing loss 
treatment advances
Research Triangle Park’s Fennec 
Pharmaceuticals Inc. reports positive 
safety data on a drug that could 
prevent hearing loss in pediatric 
cancer patients. JASON dEBRUyN, 6
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DIVISION A                                               Community newspapers under 3,500 circulation
GENERAL NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Phillip Bantz
NC Lawyers Weekly
Raleigh
Final Statement
Well-written piece that included a lot of back-
ground and information from many sources 
that really helps the reader follow the story.

2nd Place
Ken Buday
Havelock News
Havelock
Missing Dad
Good angle on a story we’ve all told more than 
once. 

3rd Place
David Donovan
NC Lawyers Weekly
Raleigh
Driverless Cars
Good twist on a technology news story.
 

ONLINE BREAKING NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st Place
Emily Errante, Miriah Hamrik
Lumina News
Wrightsville Beach
Police chase involving bank robbers ends 
in five-car crash

NEWS FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Justin Caudell
Crossroads Chronicle
Cashiers
Body still unidentified after 31 years
Writer made an old story relevant again. Very 
interesting story. I didn’t want it to end!

2nd Place
Tricia Vance
Lumina News
Wrightsville Beach
Teacher takes Pine Valley students 
global
Awesome idea! Kudos to the teacher, and 
kudos to the writer. Well written.

3rd Place
Terry Lane
Lumina News
Wrightsville Beach
Boy Scout bikers complete cross-
country journey
Heart warming story of kids giving their entire 
summer to raise money for cancer patients. 

6

FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Phillip Bantz
NC Lawyers Weekly
Raleigh
Love Websites
A really interesting take on the AshleyMadison 
controversy. Loved the play on words, and the 
article’s fast pace. This was a tough category to 
judge with many entries deserving recogni-
tion, but this piece stood out. 

2nd Place
Paul Clark
Black Mountain News
Black Mountain
Firing on all cylinders
Compelling writing. Really enjoyed the writer’s 
ability to combine telling the story with Hed-
rick’s back-and-forth with patients. 

3rd Place
Davis Moore
The Highlander
Highlands
Principal will jump into the ring to 
defend his kids
This was a good read, made better by multiple 
sources and comments from experts. 

PROFILE FEATURE
1st Place
Paul Clark
Black Mountain News
Black Mountain
Apodaca keeps up the banter
The writer takes a dismal topic and turns it into 
one of hope for future kids in rough situations. 
All you need is someone who cares.

2nd Place
Barbara Hootman
Black Mountain News
Black Mountain
As beloved as he loved, now he’s sorely 
missed
The writer takes a sad story and creates a bit-
tersweet piece by focusing on the great parts 
of Raines’ life. 

3rd Place
Barbara Hootman
Black Mountain News
Black Mountain
Living his whole life on the farm
This is a good story about commitment 
 and family traditions.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
REPORTING
1st Place
Brad Rich
Tideland News
Swansboro
King Mack

2nd Place
Carolyn Morrisroe
The Highlander
Highlands
Highlands’ silver screen

3rd Place
Carolyn Morrisroe
The Highlander
Highlands
Illustrating Highlands

EDUCATION REPORTING
1st Place
Drew C. Wilson
Havelock News
Havelock
Middle School Engineers
I really enjoyed this story, loved the involve-
ment of these students, very informative, really 
liked the reference to the web, pictures were 
nice.  Held my attention to the end.  

2nd Place
Justin Caudell
Crossroads Chronicle
Cahiers
‘Lemon-aid’ stand nets $100K for 
Summit
Just loved this story and I’m sure the com-
munity did too.  

3rd Place
Ken Buday
The Havelock News
Havelock
Math in Real World
I loved the community involvement and that 
it is told through the grocery store as well as 
the students and parents. Nice.

NEWS ENTERPRISE
REPORTING
1st Place
Bill Moss
Hendersonville Lightning
Hendersonville
Alpine Woods

2nd Place
Bill Moss, Emily Stanley
Hendersonville Lightning
Hendersonville
Duke Power

3rd Place
Drew C. WIlson
Havelock News
Havelock
Hunger in Havelock

INVESTIGATIVE  
REPORTING
1st Place
Mary Wayt
The Roanoke Beacon
Plymouth
Credit Card Query
I find this more than worthy of a first-place 
award. I love the writer’s straightforward but 
tenacious approach in probing rumors of 
spending problems in the local school district. 
She has provided a valuable service to her 
readers and demonstrated top-notch journal-
istic values. 

SPORTS NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Rich Levey
Tideland News
Swansboro
Pirates fall in bid for state 
championship
Excellent piece of journalism!  Great use of 
amazing artwork.

2nd Place
Rich Levey
Tideland News
Swansboro
Rebels top Cougars for state title
Really nice piece.  Content works well with 
good use of artwork.

3rd Place
Herbert L. White
The Charlotte Post
Charlotte
Splash, brother
Nicely done.  

SPORTS FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Drew C. Wilson
The Havelock News
Havelock
Giving it all for old Coach Sasser

2nd Place
Rich Levey
Tideland News
Swansboro
Watkins plays with a memory of her 
father

3rd Place
Ken Buday
The Havelock News
Havelock
Cooper, Scott Together Again
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GENERAL NEWS
PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Drew C. Wilson
The Havelock News
Havelock
Train dinged, truck totaled, driver lucky

2nd Place
Ken Buday
The Havelock News
Havelock
Missing Dad

3rd Place
Pete Rulon
Tideland News
Swansboro
Missing Dad

FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Pete Rulon
Tideland News
Swansboro
Hands
A person’s hands tell so much about them and 
in this case the photographer captured a truly 
amazing image. Awesome job.

2nd Place
Drew C. Wilson
The Havelock News
Havelock
Fabulous Fourth
Hands down one of the best fireworks photos 
I’ve seen. Photographer obviously has a great 
eye for photography.

3rd Place
Allison Potter
Lumina News
Wrightsville Beach
Beyond sight
Overall, very impressive photo package. 
Photo is sharp and in focus with great subject 
material. Photographer definitely knows their 
camera and the settings necessary to achieve 
great shots. Well done.

SPORTS FEATURE PHOTO
1st Place
Ken Buday
The Havelock News
Havelock
Crestfallen
This is a powerful image. I love how you 
captured the emotion of the game - and the 
loss. There’s a powerful sense of dejection and 
defeat in this image. Good job. 

2nd Place
Amble Smoker
Cherokee One Feather
Cherokee
The River is Calling
I really like the movement in this image. With 
the way the paddle pushes the water. You did a 
good job capturing the moment.   

3rd Place
Ken Buday
The Havelock News
Havelock
Defense
What a cool photo. Good  job.

SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Drew C. Wilson
The Havelock News
Havelock
Big Rock
This pictures does an outstanding job of 
capturing the pure joy of a big catch. Great job 
in composing the shot as well.

2nd Place
Ken Buday
The Havelock News
Havelock
Over the Top
Photographer was able to capture a picture 
many sports photographers would be proud 
of.

3rd Place
Ken Buday
The Havelock News
Havelock
Mays Header
Picture does a good job of capturing the inten-
sity of the sport.

PHOTO PAGE
1st Place
Ken Buday
The Havelock News
Havelock
Tee Time
Individually, each picture was technically 
solid, told something different and cropped to 
emphasize the content. 

2nd Place
Drew C. Wilson
The Havelock News
Havelock
Aiding Ayden
Who knew the same adorable kid could be so 
photogenic 6 different ways? You picked the 
right image to dominate the package and you 
captured 6 compelling images, presented well.  

3rd Place
Carolyn Morrisroe
The Highlander
Highlands
Fourth of July Festivities
All the iconic images that add up to a small-
town 4th of July — and a rainbow for good 
measure. 

BEST VIDEO
1st Place
Ken Buday
The Havelock News
Havelock
Pedro’s Final Flight
Excellent presentation of audio and video. 
Great editing. Brings out emotion and lets 
audience feel involvement. 

2nd Place
Ken Ripley
Spring Hope Enterprise
Spring Hope
2014 History Alive Video
Video and story presented a very positive spin 
on an event that ran into a lot of weather 
problems. It was fun to watch and the surprise 
parade at the end made the video compelling. 

3rd Place
Ken Ripley
Spring Hope Enterprise
Spring Hope
2014 Pumpkin Festival Video 
Excellent presentation of a foto gallery. This is 
a great way to present those photos that don’t 
quite fit.

BEST MULTIMEDIA PROJECT
1st Place
Drew C. Wilson
The Havelock News
Havelock
Countdown to launch at Slocum Creek 
Recreation Area

2nd Place
Drew C. Wilson
The Havelock News
Havelock
Sky Camp

3rd Place
Ken Ripley
Spring Hope Enterprise
Spring Hope
2014 Pumpkin Festival Coverage

EDITORIALS
1st Place
Ken Buday
The Havelock News
Havelock
Apartments, video, library
Right combination of information, indignation 
and pragmatic solutions.

2nd Place
Jimmy WIlliams
Tideland News
Swansboro
Editorials
This series of editorials uses a wide variety of 
colorful adjectives and adverbs to add charac-
ter and depth.

3rd Place
Justin Caudell
Crossroads Chronicle
Cashiers
June 3, July 1 and Aug. 19, 2015
Good variety of subjects for the editorials. 
Points are made succinctly, with solid quotes 
and references. 

LIGHTER COLUMNS
1st Place
Barry Fetzer
The Havelock News
Havelock
Nine year old letter, Karma comes back 
after 54 years, Fertility machine
Loved ‘em all.

2nd Place
Ken Buday
The Haveock News
Havelock
Weapon, Bobbleheads, Bugs
Funny and light.

3rd Place
Rod Hunter
The Yadkin Ripple
Yadkinville
Hunter Columns
Lessons learned a classic.

SERIOUS COLUMNS
1st Place
W. Curt Vincent
The Bladen Journal
Elizabethtown
Bat No Match for Batten

2nd Place
Barry Fetzer
The Havelock News
Havelock
The Bomb/marriage, Never Forget but 
for how long, ISIS is nothing

3rd Place
Mary Wayt
The Roanoke Beacon
Plymouth
Honesty vs Theater
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SPORTS COLUMNS
1st Place
Scott Brings Plenty
Cherokee One Feather
Cherokee
On the Sidelines

2nd Place
Ashley Mahoney
The Charlotte Post
Charlotte
Belk Bowl one of too many; March 
Madness; At CIAA tourney, the goal’s 
the same

ELECTION/POLITICAL  
REPORTING
1st Place
Carter Giegerich
Crossroads Chronicle
Cashiers
Brakes put on driver’s education
Excellent structure. The content was clear and 
relevant for the reader. The ease of reading 
was particularly pleasing.

2nd Place
Carter Giegerich
Crossroads Chronicle
Cashiers
Zip line course deaths prompt  
legislative change
This had the presentation of a feature story 
that made it even more appealing. An arm-
chair reader or a prospective visitor would 
have found the content relevant and topical.

3rd Place
Robert Jumper
Cherokee One Feather
Cherokee
Meet the Candidates
This was perfectly paced, something impor-
tant for a type of story that can sometimes 
stray towards formulaic.  Above all, this was 
fair to all the candidates.

HEADLINE WRITING
1st Place
Ken Buday
The Havelock News
Havelock
Game of Drones

2nd Place
Sharon Roberts
The Mecklenburg Times
Charlotte
Collection of Headlines

3rd Place
Herbert L. White
The Charlotte Post
Charlotte
Splash, brother; These are the breaks; 
Ride on

SPORTS ENTERPRISE  
WRITING
1st Place
Davis Moore 
The Highlander
Highlands
Fishing Central

2nd Place
Carolyn Morrisroe 
The Highlander
Highlands
Running on high

EDITORIAL PAGE
1st Place
Ken Ripley 
Spring Hope Enterprise
Spring Hope
Viewpoints
Good editorial writing with clear opinions 
expressed. Nice variety of well written opinion 
pieces. Appropriately sized political cartoons, 
and a clean design. 

2nd Place
Staff 
The Havelock News
Havelock
Opinion Page
Well written editorials with a clear message. 

3rd Place
Jimmy Wiliams 
Tideland News
Swansboro
Editorial Page
Nice opinion writing.  

GENERAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
WEB SITES
1st Place
Scott Brings Plenty
The Cherokee One Feather
Cherokee
www.TheOneFeather.com

2nd Place
Ken Ripley
Spring Hope Enterprise
Spring Hope
www.springhopeenterprise.com

3rd Place
Staff
The Havelock News
Havelock
www.HaveNews.com

APPEARANCE & DESIGN
1st Place
Staff 
The Havelock News
Havelock
Really eye catching headlines. Good looking 
front page overall. Good use of photos, espe-
cially in the Community section.

2nd Place
Cissy Russell
Lumina News
Wrightsville Beach

3rd Place
Staff
The Highlander
Highlands

SPORTS COVERAGE
1st Place
Herbert L. White, Ashley Mahoney
The Charlotte Post
Charlotte
Great pictures! Clean layout and robust assort-
ment of sports covered. Mostly staff written.

2nd Place
Rich Levey
Tideland News
Swansboro

3rd Place
W. Curt Vincent
The Bladen Journal
Elizabethtown 

USE OF PHOTOGRAPHS
1st Place
Staff 
Crossroads Chronicle
Cashiers

2nd Place
Staff
The Highlander
Highlands

3rd Place
Staff
Tideland Newsl
Swansboro 

NEWS COVERAGE
1st Place
Staff 
The Havelock News
Havelock

2nd Place
Staff 
Crossroads Chronicle
Cashiers

3rd Place
Staff
The Yadkin Rippler
Yadkinville

BEST COMMUNITY
COVERAGE
1st Place
Staff 
The Roanoke Beacon
Plymouth

2nd Place
Staff 
Tideland News
Swansboro

3rd Place
Staff
Crossroads Chronicle
Cashiers

SPECIAL SECTION
1st Place	
Staff
The Highlander
Highlands
Legacy - Best of Highlands
Impressive. As a publisher, I’m jealous of the 
advertising content; as a journalist, I’m over-
whelmed by the information; as a (sometime) 
designer, I’m in love with the way both are 
presented. 

2nd Place
Staff 
Hendersonville Lightning
Hendersonville
Election Guide 2014
An election is serious business and the Guide 
treats this one that way. Nicely done ... and 
very important.

3rd Place
Staff 
Hendersonville Lightning
Hendersonville
69th Annual North Carolina Apple 
Festival Special Section

BEST NICHE
PUBLICATION
1st Place
Staff
Lumina News
Wrightsville Beach
Wrightsville Beach Magazine  
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2nd Place
Staff
Crossroads Chronicle
Cashiers
Best of Cashiers 2015
Simple, clean design; general articles about 
community & activities for annual edition. Sort 
of a newcomers guide.

3rd Place
Staff
The Roanoke Beacon
Plymouth
Discover Washington County

CITY/COUNTY 
GOVERNMENT REPORTING
1st Place
Merdith Burns 
Crossroads Chronicle
Cashiers
Board rescinds vote after violating law
Good job championing open meetings. This is 
what newspapers are all about. 

2nd Place
Justin Caudell 
Crossroads Chronicle
Cashiers
Cashiers fire tax series 
 
3rd Place
Mary Wayt
The Roanoke Beacon
Plymouth
Police Chief

BEAT NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Mary Wayt
The Roanoke Beacon
Plymouth
Solar Option

2nd Place
Mary Wayt
The Roanoke Beacon
Plymouth
Barn Fire

BEST LEDE
1st Place 
Phillip Bantz
NC Lawyers Weekly
Raleigh
Collection of Ledes

2nd Place
Heather Hamacher
NC Lawyers Weekly
Raleigh
Collection of Ledes

3rd Place
Ken Buday
The Havelock News
Havelock
Strength, turbo, morris

DIVISION A                                               Community newspapers under 3,500 circulation

First place Sports Feature 
Photo, Division A, by Ken 
Buday, Havelock News, 
Havelock,
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GENERAL NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Jeff Jeffrey
Triangle Business Journal
Raleigh
AT PORTS: Size Matters
Well-written and thoroughly reported. Of clear 
interest to the publication’s readership. 

2nd Place
Lee Hinnant
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Shark attacks seriously injury two 
youths
Clear and concise reporting on breaking news. 
With information from officials, witnesses and 
others affected by the incidents. 

3rd Place
Tim Chandler
The Courier-Times
Roxboro
BB&T robbed
 

ONLINE BREAKING NEWS
1st Place 
Jason DeBruyn
Triangle Business Journal
Raleigh
Coverage of Salix Pharmaceuticals

2nd Place 
Amanda Hoyle, Lauren Ohnesorge, 
Jeff Jeffrey
Triangle Business Journal
Raleigh
Fatal injury at the Charter Square proj-
ect in Raleigh

3rd Place 
Jason DeBruyn
Triangle Business Journal
Raleigh
Coverage of ‘female Viagra’ company 
-- Raleigh’s Sprout Pharma

NEWS FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Shannon Beamon 
The Stanly News & Press
Albemarle
Stepping out of the Dark series

2nd Place
Catharin Shepard
The News-Journal
Raeford
Witnesses clam up, change stories

3rd Place
Ritchie Starnes
The Stanly News & Press
Albemarle
Veteran Recalls WWII

FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Lynn Allred
Oxford Public Ledger
Oxford
A Survivor Remembers Sept. 11 tragedy
A stand out.

2nd Place
Clellie Allen
The Wake Weekly
Wake Forest
Louisburg mushroom crop sees success
Facinating look at something I hate. I kept com-
ing back.

3rd Place
Renee Spencer
The State Port Pilot
Southport
With this ring

PROFILE FEATURE
1st Place
Patti OKeefe
The Caswell Messenger
Yanceyville
A WW2 vet remembers the war
Bittersweet story with a great ending.

2nd Place
Thadd White
Bertie Ledger-Advance
Windsor
Rev. Dr. Harrell
This story brought me to tears.

3rd Place
Morgan Harper
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Painting outside the lines

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
REPORTING
1st Place
Nicholas Elmes, Staff
The Stokes News
Walnut Cove
The meaning of our tears

2nd Place
Renee Spencer
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Rhythm and Brews

3rd Place
Renee Spencer
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Songwriters make the whole world sing

EDUCATION REPORTING
1st Place
Shannon Beamon 
The Stanly News & Press
Albemarle
AMS students strike up the band
I really enjoyed this story, it was written very 
well, informative about the band program and 
their needs, explaining how every students has 
to be responsible somewhere for it to all work.   
Just draws you in and makes you want to help 
this program out.  

2nd Place
Carolyn Steeves
The Enquirer-Journal
Monroe
Class of 2015 graduates 3,000

3rd Place
Jason deBruyn
Triangle Business Journal
Raleigh
You’re Hired

NEWS ENTERPRISE 
REPORTING
1st Place
Carolyn Steeves
The Enquirer-Journal
Monroe
Ash Haffner: A Victim of Words

2nd Place
Jeff Jeffrey
Triangle Business Journal
Raleigh
Fatal Work

3rd Place
Ritchie Starnes
The Stanly News & Press
Albemarle
Justice for All

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING
1st Place
Lee Hinnant
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Mayor stripped of duties over BBC pay 
dispute
This is excellent reporting about a major 
incidence of corruption in this newspaper’s 
readership area. The reporting is thorough, and 
the writing is sharp but fair. The effort resulted 
in an official investigation and criminal charges 
being lodged against an officeholder. An excel-
lent service for this paper’s readers.  

SPORTS NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Marty Simpkins
The Wake Weekly
Wake Forest
Rolesville volleyball wins historic match
Outstanding! This is a great example of how 
a fairly simple sports piece can be turned into 
something very special.  Great job!

2nd Place
Jerry Snow, Justin Murdock
The Enquirer-Journal
Monroe
Union County NFL Draft

3rd Place
Jon Galloway
Montgomery Herald
Troy
State champion

SPORTS FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Jason Tyson
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Saved trophy represents glory days

2nd Place
Renee Spencer
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Preparing for World Games is quite a 
challenge; Making her connection in 
L.A.

3rd Place
Marty Simpkins
The Wake Weekly
Wake Forest
Rolesville runner breaks national record

GENERAL NEWS
PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Ryan Revock
Cherokee Scout
Murphy
Lights of Hope

2nd Place
Ryan Revock
Cherokee Scout
Murphy
House Fire

3rd Place
Jeff Davis
The Chatham News
Siler City
We’ll all do it   . . .
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FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Thadd White
Martin Co. Enterprise & Weekly Herald
Williamston
Parker Dixon
Kids are cute and obviously make great 
pictures. That being said, the way the photog-
rapher composed the shot, I feel this photo 
would be just as amazing with adult holding a 
stem of wheat. Great picture all around.

2nd Place
Jeff Davis
Chatham News & Record
Pittsboro
The eyes have it  . . .
Great shot, I love the facial expressions as they 
really help to draw the readers eyes in. Nicely 
done.
 
3rd Place
Linda Mathias
The Franklin Press
Franklin
Snow day

SPORTS FEATURE PHOTO
1st Place
Andy Scheidler
The Franklin Press
Franklin
Taking a Swim
This is the perfect swim photo. Movement 
showing water flow, great expression of pas-
sion on the swimmers face, composed well. 
This is an awesome feature photo. 

2nd Place
David Allen
The Wake Weekly
Wake Forest
Tashawn Sampson Big Shot

3rd Place
Joe Daniels
Carolina Peacemaker
Greensboro
Surf-Off

SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Tammy Dunn
Montgomery Herald
Troy
Skiing
Awesome work by the photographer to cap-
ture every detail perfectly. From the spray off 
the board to the face the image is sharp with 
great detail. Great photo.

2nd Place
Amanda Dixon
Butner-Creedmoor News
Creedmoor
Leaping Interception
Great timing!

3rd Place
Kelly Snow
The Courier-Times
Roxboro
Sports photography

PHOTO PAGE
1st Place
Jeff Davis
Chatham News & Record
Pittsboro
A little fishing ...
I wish I were Jeff Davis... 

2nd Place
Ryan Revock
Cherokee Scout
Murphy
Pinewood Derby

DIVISION B                                              Community newspapers 3,500-10,000 circulation
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3rd Place
Kelly Snow
The Courier-Times
Roxboro
Gettin’ Muddy

BEST VIDEO
1st Place
Renee Spencer
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Honors Chorus

BEST MULTIMEDIA PROJECT
1st Place
Jason Tyson, Lee Hinnant
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Fort Caswell Dig

EDITORIALS
1st Place
Terry Pope
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Serious concerns; Conservative ap-
proach; You can’t have both
Strong editorials, presented opinion efficiently.

2nd Place
Tammy Dunn
Montgomery Herald
Troy
Editorials
Editorials took on a tough subject and called 
out a bad police chief. That took some guts.

3rd Place
Staff
Kernersville News
Kernersville
Editorials
Well-written editorials with insightful com-
mentary. 

LIGHTER COLUMNS
1st Place
Morgan Harper
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Angels make Christmas brighter, Em-
blers’ holiday spirit shines on, Crabbing 
will do in a pinch

2nd Place
Chappell Russell
Montgomery Herald
Troy
This day and age

3rd Place
Jim Green
Martin Co. Entrprise & Weekly Herald
WIlliamston

SERIOUS COLUMNS
1st Place
Chappell Russell
Montgomery Herald
Troy
This day and age

2nd Place
David Brown
Cherokee Scout
Murphy
Columns

3rd Place
Thadd White
Bertie Ledger-Advance
Windsor
Columns

SPORTS COLUMNS
1st Place
Kelly Snow
The Courier-Times
Roxboro
The Blizzard

2nd Place
Jerry Snow
The Enquirer-Journal
Monroe
Columns

3rd Place
Jon Galloway
Montgomery Herald
Troy
Off the Field

HEADLINE WRITING
1st Place
Ed Harper
The State Port Pilot
Southport

2nd Place
Rebecca Troyer
Triangle Business Journal
Raleigh

3rd Place
David Leone
The Wake Weekly
Wake Forest

ELECTION/POLITICAL 
REPORTING
1st Place
Carolyn Steeves
The Enquirer-Journal
Monroe
Ruling could remake redistricting 
habits
Great to see nationally decided issues being 
brought to the local audience and given a 
local relevance and perspective. 
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Nothing
like a farm.

Nothing like being around animals, 
fixing things. There’s nothing like 

being in the field with the corn and 
the winter wheat. The greenest 

stuff  you ever saw.
— Roy Hobbs, The Natural

co r n  |  cot to n  |  p e a n u t s  |  s ag e  |  s oy  B e a n s  |  to B acco

PhONE: 252-794-5698 - CEll: 252-799-1492 - Fax: 252-749-6551
302 Sutton Dr. • WinDSor, north Carolina 27983 • bertieCrop@yahoo.Com

First Place, Feature Photography, Division B, by Thadd White,
Martin Co. Enterprise & Weekly Herald, Williamston



2nd Place
Ritchie Starnes
Stanley News & Press
Albemarle
Burr Files Bills

3rd Place
Yasmine Regester
Carolina Peacemaker
Greensboro
Wade creates Trojan Horse, merges SB 
36 with HB 263

HEADLINE WRITING
1st Place
Paul Eggers
News-Record & Sentinel
Marshall
Headlines

2nd Place
Ed Harper 
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Headline writing: Barbecue...with a side 
of basketball

3rd Place
Terry Pope
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Headline writing: Board balks at provid-
ing ballpark help

SPORTS ENTERPRISE 
WRITING
1st Place
Jason deBruyn
Triangle Business Journal
Raleigh
An Impossible Dream

EDITORIAL PAGE
1st Place
Staff
Cherokee Scout
Murphy
Cherokee Scout editorial pages

2nd Place
Clellie Allen, David Leone, Jean 
McCamy
The Wake Weekly
Wake Forest
Spirit of season, Look at transit plans 
again, Senate bill unhealthy measure

3rd Place
Staff
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Editorial Page

GENERAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
WEB SITES
1st Place
Staff
The Wake Weekly
Wake Forest
www.WakeWeekly.com

2nd Place
Staff 
The State Port Pilot
Southport
www.StatePortPilot.com

APPEARANCE & DESIGN
1st Place
1st Place
Staff
The Wake Weekly
Wake Forest
Wrecks on the rise, Police appeal for 
calm, help

2nd Place
Chris Rice
The News-Record & Sentinel
Marshall
Appearance and design

3rd Place
Staff
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Appearance and design

SPORTS COVERAGE
1st Place
Staff 
The State Port Pilot
Southport
LOTS of sports coverage. A one-stop shop for 
everything sports in the coverage area. Well 
presented too.

2nd Place
Kelly Snow 
The Courier-Times
Roxboro

3rd Place
Marty Simpkins, Lewis Chapman
The Wake Weekly
Wake Forest

USE OF PHOTOGRAPHS
1st Place
Staff
Cherokee Scout
Murphy
Best use of photos

DIVISION B                                              Community newspapers 3,500-10,000 circulation
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2nd Place
Staff 
The Wake Weekly
Wake Forest
Ban smoking downtown, Bonds to be 
sold next week

3rd Place
Ron Rogers, Todd Luck 
The Chatham News
Siler City
Aug. 6 & 13, 2015

NEWS COVERAGE
1st Place
Staff 
The Chronicle of Winston-Salem
Winston-Salem
June 2015
Compelling coverage on the Charlston Mas-
sacre.  Appropriate quotes and outstanding 
supporting photos.  Well done!

2nd Place
Staff
The News-Journal
Raeford
Good, in-depth coverage of hard news.  Good 
writing/good photos.  Nice veterans spot.  Well 
done! 

3rd Place
Nicholas Elmes, Amanda Dodson 
The Stokes News 
Walnut Cove
Love this publication, includes a wide variety 
of well written news.  I want to keep reading!  
Good job guys!  

BEST COMMUNITY  
COVERAGE
1st Place
Staff 
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Really like the counties listed on the flag of the 
publication - Love the Time and Tide section. 
The photos really embrace the community 
essence.

2nd Place
Staff 
The Courier-Times
Roxboro
Really like the “Word on the Street” aspect. 
Very good citizen journalism.

3rd Place
Staff
Bertie Ledger-Advance
Windsor
Really like that there is a photo for nearly every 
story. Very good visuals

SPECIAL SECTION
1st Place
Staff 
The News-Journal
Raeford
Pulse: The State of Business in Hoke 
County
A comprehensive accounting of business 
activity in Hoke County with PULSE. From 
tobacco to guns to tree farming to health care 
to turkeys, it all adds up to a very good look 
at what’s going on and what’s important in 
the local economy. Excellent job on a difficult 
subject.

2nd Place
Staff 
The State Port Pilotl
Southport
N.C. Fourth of July Festival Program

3rd Place
Staff 
The Chatham News & Record
Pittsboro
Veterans Section 2014

BEST NICHE PUBLICATION
1st Place
Staff
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Cape Fear Coast Spring 2015

2nd Place
Staff
Cherokee Scout
Murphy
Summer Country Roads
 

3rd Place
Staff 
Cherokee Scout
Murphy
Fall Country Roads

CITY/COUNTY 
GOVERNMENT REPORTING
1st Place
Catharin Shepard
The News-Journal
Raeford
County financial problems ‘serious’
Good solid reporting. Strong lead paragraph 
and the story explains the issue well.

2nd Place
Catharin Shepard
The News-Journal
Raeford
County Manager Fired
Story was well written and gave a fair amount 
of space to both sides of the issue.



3rd Place
Staff 
Carolina Peacemaker
Greensboro
Greensboro to challenge new 
redistricting
Explains the issue at hand very well. 

BEAT NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Amanda Hoyle
Triangle Business Journal
Raleigh
N.C.’s $400M Hangover
A well-written article on an important subject. 
Tax stories constantly threaten to bore, but this 
story got to the heart of the issue of tax credits 
in a readable and understandable way.

2nd Place
Shannon Beamon 
The Stanly News & Press
Albemarle
Last ditch effort
Kudos to Shannon Beamon for turning an 
abandoned ditch into an intriguing story with 
spicy quotes from the ditch’s colorful neighbors.

3rd Place
Tomas Murawski 
The Alamance News
Graham
Confederate monument: should it stay 
or be removed?

BEAT FEATURE REPORTING
1st Place
Shannon Beamon 
The Stanly News & Press
Albemarle
Tales of mysterious happenings given 
throughout downtown
Fascinating story!! I enjoyed the development 
of each story within the larger story.  I’m sure 
you had a  lot of positive feedback. Well done!! 

2nd Place
Renee Spencer 
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Marry Me Military? ‘I Do!’
Love the story and photos!! Great portrayal of 
military families and the challenges they face. 
Great job!!

3rd Place
Jason Tyson 
The State Port Pilot
Southport
Orton assists with projects
Nice story!!  It’s always interesting to see snap 
shots from the past and how in the present, 
people are interested in keeping that history 
on the forefront. 

BEST LEDE
1st Place
Shannon Beamon 
The Stanly News & Press
Albemarle
2014-2015 Ledes

2nd Place
David Leone 
The Wake Weekly
Wake Forest
Sweat small stuff; Administrator on hot 
seat; Captain America would look like 
Kyle Snyder

3rd Place
Jessica Webb
The Smoky Mountain Times
Bryson City
Creative ledes
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Congratulations to our Editoial winners!Congratulations to our Editoial winners!Congratuations to our Editorial winners!
The Bladen Journal 1st Place Serious Columns
The Bladen Journa 3rd Place Sports Coverage
The Laurinburg Exchange 2nd Place Sports Feature Writing
Richmond County Daily Journal 1st Place  Feature Writing
Richmond County Daily Journal 1st Place Headline Writing  
Richmond County Daily Journal  1st Place Election/Political Reporting 
Richmond County Daily Journal  1st Place Best Lede
Richmond County Daily Journal  2nd Place A&E Reporting 
Richmond County Daily Journal 2nd Place Headline Writing
Richmond County Daily Journal 3rd Place General News Reporting 
Richmond County Daily Journal  3rd Place Sports Enterprise Writing
The Robesonian  2nd Place Beat Feature Reporting 
The Sampson Independent  2nd Place Education Reporting 
The Sampson Independent  2nd Place Beat News Reporting
The Stokes News  1st Place Sports and Entertainment Reporting
The Stokes News  3rd Place News Coverage
The Yadkin Ripple  3rd Place Lighter Columns
The Yadkin Ripple  3rd Place News Coverage



Contact Angi Webb today: 
  

angiwebb@dougsuttonins.com 

919-836-9993 

800-788-7771 

• Minimize costs 

• Maximize benefits 

Manage your 

healthcare  

options 

Ask for a no  
obligation quote. 

School of Communications
• More than 1,200 students and  

60 full-time faculty members 

• Journalism is one of six undergraduate 
majors, plus a master’s program  
in Interactive Media

• Offers a M.S. in Management  
degree featuring a corporate  
communications concentration

• Publishes the nation’s only  
undergraduate research journal  
in communications 

• Home of the Imagining  
the Internet Center

• Pioneered the Elon in LA program 

• Partners with the Pulitzer Center  
on Crisis Reporting 

• Hosts the North Carolina  
Open Government Coalition

ABOVE: Elon University broke ground in  
summer 2015 on two new buildings that will 
merge with two existing buildings to create  
a Communications Commons.

Coastal Review Online 
Winner of 23 Press Awards 

W e are very proud of our crew of writers and editors 
who strive every day to produce top-notch environ-
mental journalism for coastal North Carolina. 

Coastal Review Online is the only nonprofit news ser-
vice in Eastern North Carolina. The N.C. Coastal Federation started the 
news service in 2012 to fill the gap in environmental reporting left by the 
decline of traditional media.  We’ve been an NCPA member since 2013. 

www.coastalreview.org 



CONGRATULATIONS
to all of the winners of the 

2015 News, Editorial & Photojournalism Contest
 for your achievements in journalism.

www.nsjonline.com
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GENERAL NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Billy Ball
INDY Week
Durham
Chatham County has a plan to stop 
frackers. Can it possibly work? 
This story brings to life a topic that could have 
been quite boring. Interesting read. Loved 
the attention-grabbing intro with the great 
descriptions.

2nd Place
Holly Kays
Smoky Mountain News
Waynesville
Community rallies for three-day make-
over of Hazelwood prison
The reporter was clearly on the scene taking in 
every second of action about this story. Solid 
writing and good detail. Liked the breakout 
one-on-one interview as well.

3rd Place
Mechelle Hankerson
North Raleigh News
Raleigh
Head injury preceded death
This story took a big topic and narrowed it 
down well, and did so with a local spin. And we 
liked that it was short and concise. 

ONLINE BREAKING NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st Place
Jackie Starkey, Anna Harvey
Carteret County News-Times
Morehead City
Emerald Isle deck collapse

2nd Place
Allison Olcsvay, Vicki Hyatt
The Mountaineer
Waynesville
Stamey Cove Church Tragedy Unfolds

NEWS FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Todd Wetherington
Duplin Times
Kenansville
Struggling to cope

2nd Place
Jeff Sykes
Yes! Weekly
Greensboro
A school like any other

3rd Place
Paul A. Sprecht
Cary News
Cary
A Journey to Help Others

FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Tina Haver Currin
INDY Week
Durham
After 70 years, a historic Raleigh neigh-
borhood is no more. A requiem for Tiny 
Town 
When we finished reading this story, our reac-
tion was, “Wow.” In a category with a large 
number of good features, this one is perhaps 
the best!

2nd Place
Linday Curtin
The Mountaineer
Waynesville
Group to support infant tragedy 
aftermath
We challenge anyone to read this story 
without tearing up. The mother’s story of how 
SIDS affected her life, cut short her daughter’s 
life, and led her to take action is compelling 
writing. Very good read. 

3rd Place
Clara Cartrette
The News Reporter
Whiteville
Noah donates heart
This piece is a fitting tribute to the family and 
the baby they lost. 

PROFILE FEATURE
1st Place
Rachel Robles
The Mountaineer
Waynesville
Holocaust survivor brings horrors of the 
war to life

2nd Place
Tammy Grubb
Chapel Hill News
Chapel Hill
Hope, 6,000 miles from home

3rd Place
Will Doran
Southwest Wake News
Cary
Making military history

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
REPORTING
1st Place
Garrett K. Woodward
Smoky Mountain News
Waynesville
Women In Bluegrass
In-depth and interesting. Good read, great 
lede.
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2nd Place
Byron Woods
INDY Week
Durham
Dancer Eiko and photographer William 
Johnston measure the fallout of trust in 
technology

3rd Place
Sarah M. Albers
The Durham News
Durham
The summer of love

EDUCATION REPORTING
1st Place
Becky Johnson
Smoky Mountain News
Waynesville
The case of Haywood’s missing 
students
This was a wonderful story, so detailed and 
easy to follow.  A lot of work was put into this 
and I learned a lot from reading it. 

2nd Place
Staff
The Pilot
Southern Pines
Board Seeks Resignation
Very well written and informative, I felt like 
all sides of the story were being told.  I usually 
would only read half way through a story like 
this and moved on, but it held my attention all 
the way. 

3rd Place
Todd Wetherington
Duplin Times
Kenansville
Coby Kea - A Darkness Lifted

NEWS ENTERPRISE
REPORTING
1st Place
John H. Tucker
INDY Week
Durham
Did a prosecutor and police send an in-
nocent teenager to prison for murder? 

2nd Place
Becky Johnson
Smoky Mountain News
Waynesville
When World’s Collide

3rd Place
David Sinclair
The Pilot
Southern Pines
Justice Delayed: Murder Sentence 
Begins 30 Years Later

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING
1st Place
Grayson Haver Currin
INDY Week
Durham
North Carolina State Fair
A well-conceived, well-written investigative 
project that resulted in a clear public service. 
The reports apparently will stop the unneces-
sary bleeding of precious tax dollars and result 
in more relevant entertainment at the North 
Carolina State Fair.  

2nd Place
Bob High
The News Reporter
Whiteville
Glaring problems with new courthouse 
annex

3rd Place
Katie Reeder
Smoky Mountain News
Waynesville
Operation Something Bruin

SPORTS NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
D. Clay Best
Garner-Cleveland Record
Garner
Garner Trojans - 2015 NCHSAA 4A State 
Boys Basketball Champions
An outstanding example of “Team Coverage.”  
Excellent use of content and artwork.  No 
question, this submission is what GREAT sports 
news reporting is all about.

2nd Place
Bill Rollins
Duplin Times
Kenansville
32 Flag Night

3rd Place
Staff
The Pilot
Southern Pines
Pinehurst Open 2024

SPORTS FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
David Exum
Independent Tribune
Concord
Seager family baseball 

2nd Place
Phil Perry
Lincoln Times-News
Lincolnton
Summer of ‘69: A slugger’s brush with 
the big show



3rd Place
Mark Schultz
The Durham News
Durham
Wheel Power

GENERAL NEWS
PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Brandi Swarms
The Pilot
Southern Pines
Holiday Hunt

2nd Place
Trevor Normile
Duplin Times
Kenansville
First same sex marriage in Duplin 

3rd Place
Glenn M. Sides
The Pilot
Southern Pines
Monkey Must Go

FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Glenn M. Sides
The Pilot
Southern Pines
Puppy Love

2nd Place
Mark Schultz
Chapel Hill News
Chapel Hill
Good Day for a Gallop

3rd Place
Sara D. Corce
The Pilot
Southern Pines
Old-Time Music

SPORTS FEATURE PHOTO
1st Place
James Nix
Independent Tribune
Concord
Game Time
Amazing shot and amazing angle. This is 
the photo I’ve been trying to nail for football 
seasons. AWESOME. (Now you’ve given me an 
idea on how to do it.) It was a perfect way to 
capture the moment. Well deserving of first 
place.

2nd Place
Michael Paul
The Brunswick Beacon
Shallotte
Beatini glides at BB&T Cheerleading 
Showcase

3rd Place
James Nix
Independent Tribune
Concord
Tough Loss

SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
James Nix
Independent Tribune
Concord
Slide
A truly amazing photo. Probably one of the 
more amazing baseball/softball photos I have 
seen. Great job.

2nd Place
Zach Colburn
Wilkes Journal-Patroit
North Wilkesboro
Coach Scott Waugh looks on with  
elation

3rd Place
J.J. Smith
Carteret County News-Times
Morehead City
East survives West in thriller

PHOTO PAGE
1st Place
Douglas Sasser
The News Reporter
Whiteville
Lake Waccamaw
Beautiful. I want to live on Lake Waccamaw!!

2nd Place
Angie Talley
The Pilot
Southern Pines
Moore County Hounds
This coverage of a fox hunt feels like it comes from 
a more genteel time. The images have an impres-
sionist feel and they add up to a great throwback 
of a picture story. 

3rd Place
Alex Boerner
INDY Week
Durham
Custom Paint
Each photo is technically solid. The package as 
a whole is well done over 4 pages.  

BEST VIDEO
1st Place
Jonathan Alexander
Garner-Cleveland Record
Garner
Racing Johnny Dutch
This reporter’s innovation made this a much 
more interesting story and using video and 
stills was well done.

2nd Place
Johnny Whitfield
Eastern Wake News
Zebulon
Surprise marriage proposal a success
Good creativity in making this more than just 
a picture and a cutline. The interview with the 
principal as well as the groom-to-be were very 
nicely done.

3rd Place
Brandon Moree
Wilkes Journal-Patriot
North Wilkesboro
High school football rundown
Great idea to do their own sports show. Fans of 
the teams are certain to love this touch. It’s a 
lot of work but is bound to be a fan favorite. 

EDITORIALS
1st Place
Michael Gebelein
Lincoln Times-News
Lincolnton
Editorial board takes a strong stand in these 
editorials, opinions that probably weren’t the 
most popular.

2nd Place
Johnny Whitfield
Eastern Wake News
Zebulon
Opinions were decisive and to the point. Excel-
lent writing.

3rd Place
Jule Hubbard
Wilkes Journal-Patriot
North Wilkesboro
Did a good job of establishing their opin-
ion early and then backing it up with facts, 
opinion.

LIGHTER COLUMNS
1st Place
Lori Helms
Lake Norman Citizen
Huntersville
Sights and sounds of Saturdays will 
never be the same
You left me wanting more.

2nd Place
Garrett K. Woodword
Smoky Mountain News
Waynesville
This Must Be The Place

3rd Place
John Nagy
The Pilot
Southern Pines
Lighter columns

SERIOUS COLUMNS
1st Place
Jessica Banov
Cary News
Cary
Serious columns
Jessica Banov comments on a variety of issues 
from domestic violence and a second chance 
at love. She writes powerfully about the sub-
jects and gives a voice to the people and issues 
she covers.

2nd Place
Bob Geary
INDY Week
Durham
Citizen

3rd Place
Sam Hickman
The Brunswick Beacon
Shallotte
Graduation encounter ...; A somber 
weekend ...; Heroin still wreaks ...

SPORTS COLUMNS
1st Place
C. Jemal Horton
Independent Tribune
Concord
Jemal Horton Sports Columns
The best by a wide margin. 
 
2nd Place
Justin Parker
Lake Norman Citizen
Huntersville
Gibbs emerging in front of our eyes

3rd Place
Zach Colburn
Wilkes Journal-Patriot
North Wilkesboro
Bench plays key role in return to re-
gional final

ELECTION/POLITCAL 
REPORTING
1st Place
Holly Kays
Smoky MountainNews
Waynesville
Tribal Council comes under fire for vot-
ing itself pay raises
Excellent and consistent coverage over many 
months of a complex issue with unique chal-
lenges. The reporting was at all times interest-
ing, timely, and relevant. The author regularly 
referenced earlier reporting, a key skill some-
times sadly lacking in news reporting.
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2nd Place
Jake Frankel
Mountain Xpress
Asheville
Buncombe Goes Blue
Colorful but balanced coverage of electoral 
successes. The reporting was evenhanded but 
captured the spirit and emotions of election 
winning and losing.

3rd Place
Jonathan Alexander
Garner-Cleveland Record
Garner
Garner: Cut early voting site
This was important piece, shining a light on a 
potentially awful precedent being set. 

HEADLINE WRITING
1st Place
David Sinclair
The Pilot
Southern Pines
Headlines grab and pull into the story. Great 
job!

2nd Place
Mary Novitsky
The Pilot
Southern Pines

3rd Place
Faye Dasen
The Pilot
Southern Pines

SPORTS ENTERPRISE 
WRITING
1st Place
Barry Jacobs
Indy Week
Durham
A brief history of the ACC Tourna-
ment—and how television and money 
are killing our good basketball 

2nd Place
J. Mike Blake, Andy Kenney
Cary News
Cary
RailHawks owner indicted 

3rd Place
J. Mike Blake
Cary News
Cary
Conferences prohibit games against 
non-public schools

EDITORIAL PAGE
1st Place
Staff
The Pilot
Southern Pines
Good simple editorial writing with clear 
opinions expressed. I like the multiple pages of 
opinion, and the photos of the writer included. 

2nd Place
Gary Scott, Staff
Duplin Times
Kenansville
Good editorial writing. Great layout and 
design on these opinion pages.

GENERAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
WEB SITES
1st Place
Staff 
The Pilot
Southern Pines
www.ThePilot.com
Easily the most inviting home page. The reader 
isn’t overwhelmed and there’s no confusion 
between editorial material and ads.

2nd Place
Travis Bumgarner
Smoky Mountain News
Waynesville
www.SmokyMountainNews.com
While the home page is quite busy, it’s a simple 
matter to navigate to your reading choice, be 
it news, sports, opinion, etc. And when you use 
those links, the articles are neatly listed.

3rd Place
Staff
Mountain Xpress
Asheville
www.MountainX.com

APPEARANCE & DESIGN
1st Place	
Staff
Duplin Times
Kenansville
Nice looking front page. Features are also very 
eye catching.  Great entry overall.

2nd Place
Staff 
The Pilot
Southern Pines
Nice looking paper overall. The layout on the 
Sandhills Scene pages especially stands out. 

3rd Place
Staff
The Mountaineerr
Waynesville
Very eye catching front page. I especially like 
the layout for the Haywood greenways story. 

SPORTS COVERAGE
1st Place
Michael Paul
The Brunswick Beacon
Shallotte
Great sports section. Massive amount of copy 
and sports covered.

2nd Place
Staff
Carteret County News-Times
Morehead City
Very healthy sports section with compelling 
pictures. Good overall coverage.

3rd Place
Staff
The Pilot
Southern Pines
Nice utilization of covering the sports available 
in your area. Good layout and separation of the 
different sports.

USE OF PHOTOGRAPHS
1st Place
Staff 
Carteret County News-Times
Morehead City

2nd Place
Staff 
The News Reporter
Whiteville

3rd Place
Staff
The Pilot
Southern Pines

NEWS COVERAGE
1st Place
Staff 
The Pilot
Southern Pines
Great lead! ”Stinks like a chicken truck on a hot 
day.””  LOVE IT.  Great photo from the School 
Board. Extensive writing!

2nd Place
Staff 
Carteret County News-Times
Morehead City
Great work.

3rd Place
Staff 
Duplin Times
Kenansville

BEST COMMUNITY
COVERAGE
1st Place
Staff 
Carteret County News-Times
Morehead City
.

2nd Place
Staff 
Duplin Times
Kenansville

3rd Place	
Staff
The News Reporter 
Whiteville

SPECIAL SECTION
1st Place
Staff
Carteret County News-Times
Morehead City
Outlook 2015
This is an excellent digest of elements impor-
tant to  the Carteret County economic picture. 
A “progress edition” on steroids. Well done.

2nd Place
Hayley Burgess
The Brunswick Beacon
Shallotte
Real Women
This is a terrific concept properly executed. Lay-
out and writing are both very good. Great idea.

3rd Place
Staff
Indy Week
Durham
INDY Week - Ride (Bike Guide)

BEST NICHE PUBLICATION
1st Place
Jim Dodson, Andie Rose
The Pilot
Southern Pines
O.Henry Magazine
Clean design, good features.

2nd Place
Staffr
Smoky Mountain News
Waynesville
Experience Haywood

3rd Place
Staff
The Pilot
Southern Pines
Sandhills Guide 2015

CITY/COUNTY  
GOVERNMENT REPORTING
1st Place
Holly Kays
Smoky Mountain News
Waynesville
Whittier community navigates future of 
vacant county-owned factory
Strong lead paragraphs and good use of sub-
heads to break up the story. The community is 
well served by this story.
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North Carolina Media Lawyers 
We have you covered! 

ONLINE COUNSELING  
 terms of use/terms  of service 
 privacy policies 
 response to take-down demands 
 Communications Decency Act, 

DMCA planning, management and 
response 

 ADVERTISING   
 contract drafting and review 
 content review 
 political ad compliance 
 statutory and regulatory 

compliance 

OPEN GOVERNMENT  
 public records 
 open meetings 
 open courts and judicial proceedings 

LIBEL    
 prepublication/prebroadcast review 
 strategic planning and response 
 litigation defense 

SUBPOENAS   
 anticipatory response to avoid 

issuance 
 objections and motions to quash 
 Reporter’s shield law 

Pilot Mill | 1101 Haynes Street, Suite 100 | Raleigh, North Carolina 27604-1455 
Telephone: (919) 582-2300 | Facsimile: (866) 593-7695 
www.smvt.com |  @ncmedialaw |www.ncmedialaw.com 

Hugh Stevens Amanda Martin Matt Vaughn Mike Tadych 
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GENERAL NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Chip Womick
The Courier-Tribune
Asheboro
Man, 90, saves wife, 89, from burning 
house

2nd Place
Jenny Gray, Khai Hoang
The Daily Herald
Roanoke Rapids
Scary Night

3rd Place
William R. Toler
Richmond County Daily Herald
Rockingham
Man’s ear, fingers bitten off

DEADLINE NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Gabe Whisnant
The Star
Shelby
Florist’s tip leads to Dylann Roof’s arrest
An outstanding example of the best kind of 
reporting: avoiding an “official” and often 
inadequate report and going straight to the 
source, in this case the woman who first saw 
the suspect. Easy selection for first place.

2nd Place
Zach Potter
Sanford Herald
Sanford
Murder suspect caught

3rd Place
Emily Weaver
Times-News
Hendersonville
Pit bull attack kills 6-year-old
 

ONLINE BREAKING NEWS
1st Place
Staff
The Star
Shelby
Star Online Breaking News of Dylann 
Roof’s capture in Shelby

2nd Place
Rochelle Moore, Brad Coville
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Manhunt underway in campus 
shooting

3rd Place
Olivia Neeley, Gray Whitley, Lisa 
Boykin Batts
The Wilson Times
Wilson
“Heartbreaking”

NEWS FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Jon Jimison
The Wilson Times
Wilson
An emotional goodbye
Hand’s down, first place.

2nd Place
Lisa Boykin Batts
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Happy Homecoming

3rd Place
Nathaniel Axtell
Times-News
Hendersonville
Woman relinquishes bracelet after MIA 
soldier found

FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Corey Friedman
Richmond County Daily Journal
Rockingham
Mowers fuel dirt-track duels

2nd Place
Chip Womick
The Courier-Tribune
Asheboro
Helen Keller and the Marine

3rd Place
Wes Wolfe
The Free Press
Kinston
Talking dead

PROFILE FEATURE
1st Place (tie)
Joey Millwood
Times-News
Hendersonville
Gash loves her family, her friends and 
her community
Entry was very well written. I like the two sides of 
Ms. Gash. And I like how you described in detail 
about the cake making and raising of her boys. 
He gave me a great sense of who she is. 

1st Place (tie)
Erin Kdd
The Daily Courier
Forest City
Sitting in the sky 
Great way to tell a story. nice use of photos to 
enhance the story telling. The story gave me a 
sense of what this person was about and how 
attached he is to his hobby or way of life.

2nd Place
Chip Womick
The Courier-Tribune
Asheboro
The spirit of boxing lives within

3rd Place
Wade Allen
The Star
Shelby
She wanted to preserve her family’s 
history

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
REPORTING
1st Place
Stephanie Creech
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Stepping in unison

2nd Place
Matt Harrelson
Richmond County Daily Journal
Rockingham
Story spinners tell tall tales

3rd Place
Jenny Gray
The Daily Herald
Roanoke Rapids
Historic home source of pride, enter-
tainment in Warren County

EDUCATION REPORTING
1st Place
Stephanie Creech
The Wilson Times
Wilson
A language experiment
Relevant topic, good coverage of the language 
classes. Well written and laid out well.

2nd Place
Chase Jordan
The Sampson Independent
Clinton
Full ‘STEM’ ahead

3rd Place
Olivia Neeley
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Message is serious

NEWS ENTERPRISE
REPORTING
1st Place
Emily Weaver
Times-News
Hendersonville
Alpine Woods 
Excellent reporting, story telling and making a 
difference in this community.

2nd Place
Jon Jimison
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Fight for our kids

3rd Place
Olivia Neeley
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Finch ruling will be challenged

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING
1st Place
Sharon McBrayer
The News Herald
Morganton
Lake James Legislation
A bill that might have attracted little attention 
in the state Legislature turns out to be an 
important issue for this newspaper’s reader-
ship. Kudos to the reporter for her in-depth 
coverage and tenacity. 

2nd Place
J.D. Walker
The Courier-Tribune
Asheboro
Just who will benefit?

3rd Place
Erin Carson
The Daily Herald
Roanoke Rapids
Bones/abandoned hunting dog trend 
in Halifax County

BUSINESS WRITING
1st Place
Derek Lacey
Times-News
Hendersonville
Tomatoes beef up Henderson County 
economy
Lots of detail -- sensory AND business. And ties 
to a larger picture

2nd Place
Jackie Bridges
The Star
Shelby
Reaching out: Revo partners with Boys 
& Girls Club to provide Internet
Good detail in lede gets reader into the story. 
And the story has important community 
impact.

3rd Place
Sharon Myers
The Dispatch
Lexington
Lucha Libre facility shows sport behind 
the mask
Great idea, decent lede. 
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SPORTS NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Owen Hassell
The Daily Advance
Elizabeth City
Hill: Mistake in tactic, not message

2nd Place
Gabe Whisnant
The Star
Shelby
Going out Golden

3rd Place
Megan Crotty
The Courier-Tribune
Asheboro
ER standout Castlebury loses battle 
with cancer

SPORTS FEATURE WRITING
1st Place (tie)
Joey Millwood
Times-News
Hendersonville
Runner is ‘uniquely designed’
This gifted writer takes us on Hanna’s amazing 
journey. The story is thoughtful, insightful and 
full of background information that provides 
context and relevance without being cumber-
some. 

1st Place (tie)
Jimmy Lewis
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Do It 4 Em
This article moved me to tears, not just be-
cause of the subject matter, but also because 
of the skill of the writer, the excellent use of 
quotes and the way in which the piece was 
crafted. 

2nd Place
Logan Martinez
The Laurinburg Exchange
Laurinburg
Road to recovery

3rd Place
Marl Dolejs
The Daily Dispatch
Henderson
Taking the challenge
 

GENERAL NEWS
PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Brad Coville
The Wilson Times
Wilson
An emotional goodbye
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2nd Place
Gray Whitley
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Man accused in arson sting

3rd Place
Gray Whitley
The Wilson Times
Wilson
“We still need to find her”

FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Hannah Hunsinger
Sanford Herald
Sanford
Feature photo 1
Simply an amazing photo. The man working 
really helps make the photo, though I feel it 
would still be an impressive shot without him.

2nd Place
Brittany Randolph
The Star
Shelby
This isn’t their first rodeo
Great photo with great action. Photographer 
obviously knows the camera and settings 
needed to capture great photos.

3rd Place
Brittany Randolph
The Star
Shelby
Fruit for thought
What an awesome photo. I adore the expres-
sion on his face. Great photo

SPORTS FEATURE PHOTO
1st Place
Hannah Covington
The Star
Shelby
Palmetto Statement
I love the emotion and the way you captured 
this win. Great shot. (I’ve tried this before. The 
pile didn’t look near as good!) 

2nd Place
Brad Coville
The Wilson Times
Wilson
WCA vaults Faith
Awesome shot. love his expression and the fact 
that you caught him so far up in the air. It’s a 
great moment frozen in time.

3rd Place
Donnie Roberts
The Dispatch
Lexington
Christmas tourney set to go on Friday 
at Ledford
A strong feature photo. I love the crowd with 
the player. This crop tells a story and it’s good.

SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Brad Coville
The Wilson Times 
Wilson
Big plays lead to halftime lead for Fike
I love all the action taking place in this picture. 
All the players diving and flying make for an 
interesting picture. 

2nd Place
Zach Frailey
The Free Press
Kinston
Golf classic opens
Great photo, and great timing by the photogra-
pher to be able to stop the movement of the club 
and have just a little blur to the ball. 

3rd Place
Janet S. Carter
The Free Press
Kinston
Not this time
Great image full of action. Great shot by the 
photographer and even better timing to cap-
ture the moment.

PHOTO PAGE
1st Place
Mark Dolejs
The Daily Dispatch
Henderson
In the spotlight

2nd Place
Mark Dolejs
The Daily Dispatch
Henderson
Taking the challenge

3rd Place
Ashley Vansant
The Washington Daily News
Washington
Super Saturday

ILLUSTRATION/PHOTO
ILLUSTRATION
1st Place
Janet S. Carter, Zach Frailey
The Free Press
Kinston
Bleeding colors

2nd Place
Paul Durham
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Season’s best and brightest

3rd Place
Paul Durham
The Wilson Times
Wilson
All-Area Team

BEST VIDEO
1st Place
Erin Carson
The Daily Herald
Roanoke Rapids
All-Area Team
Intertwining safety tips and the feelings of the 
rescuers makes this a very good news story 
rather than just a routine mention.

First Place, Feature Photography, Division D, by  
Hannah Hunsinger, Sanford Herald



2nd Place
Donnie Roberts
The Dispatch
Lexington
The 23rd Annual Tour de Pig
Nice video coverage of a fun event. Good editing 
between segments. 

3rd Place
Donnie Roberts
The Dispatch
Lexington
East Rutherford’s No. 1 fan
Innovative way to feature the work of a specific 
player. Nice transitions in editing. Very clean...
even to the puff of chalk.
 

MULTIMEDIA PROJECT
1st Place
Staff
The News Herald
Morganton
Drug series
Powerful journalism with powerful testimonies, 
especially the compelling video. Best use of 
driving home the story with the video element 
that I have seen.

2nd Place
Staff
The Star
Shelby
Prep football pick-em
Great presentation of staff and readers picks. 
This is so much nicer than your traditional print 
grids. The graphics are really nice and appealing 
on this site. Well done.

3rd Place
Emily Weaver, Patrick Sullivan
Times-News
Hendersonville
Celebrating the fruits of their labor 
Now this is how you use multimedia to tell the 
story: text, photos, video and Tweets. I judged 
a lot of multimedia for various size papers, 
and nobody used Tweets in their entry but you. 
Congrats! You covered all the bases.

EDITORIALS
1st Place	
Annette Jordan
The Courier-Tribune
Asheboro
Randolph Guide’s demise a loss for the 
community; etc.
Editorials asked pertinent questions and made 
some excellent points.

2nd Place
Bryan Hanks
The Free Press
Kinston
Collection of Editorials
Well-written, focused on important issues and 
communicated opinions in concise way.

3rd Place
Chad Killebrew
The Dispatch
Lexington
Focused on local issues and raised important 
questions for readers.

LIGHTER COLUMNS
1st Place
Mary Anderson
The Courier-Tribune
Asheboro
Contrary Mary
Mary Anderson’s columns have to be a must-
read for many who see her paper. They’re the 
kind of curmudgeonly gripe lists many of us 
have, but are afraid to express. Very well written 
— many columnists would take the easy way 
out and do an entire piece on just one of the 
tidbits Anderson sprinkles through her columns. 
Really GOOD stuff.

2nd Place
Robert Kelly-Goss
The Daily Advance
Elizabeth City
My wish for you: Remain Fearless; 
Memories of songs of goodbye; The last 
days of barbecue
The very best columns are those “from the 
heart.”  Robert Kelly-Goss’ pieces sometimes 
aren’t easy reading - they bring back unpleas-
ant memories. Others bring back really good 
memories (barbecue). Still others may make 
some readers want to have a talk with their 
children. VERY nice columns.

3rd Place
Bill Horner III
Sanford Herald
Sanford
Collection of Columns
Bill Horner has a talent for hilarious observa-
tions about the human foibles so many of 
us have. It’s nice to know you’re not the only 
mechanical bumbler or the only self-tattooer on 
the planet.

SERIOUS COLUMNS
1st Place
Sharon Womack
The Courier-Tribune
Asheboro
Cherish life’s precious moments; Taking 
out the large gnarly demons; Transfixed 
by the ant
Sharon Jordan Womack talks frankly about 
alcoholism, reveals her sensitivity when she 
accidentally hit a cat and her essay about the 
black ant was insightful. Her columns are well-
written.

2nd Place
Annette Jordan
The Courier-Tribune
Asheboro
What does it mean to be racist; We need 
a game-changer; Sun rises on Sunset

3rd Place
Chad Killebrew
The Dispatch
Lexington
Candidate sees conspiracies; Just be-
cause it appears; Film hits close to home

SPORTS COLUMNS
1st Place
Cody Dalton
The Observer-News-Enterprise
Newton
Being a good sport; Surviving a soccer 
spectacle; A Beam of light for others

2nd Place
Megan Crotty
The Courier-Tribune
Asheboro
When news hits way too close; Embrace 
your cause; Oh, say can you sing?

3rd Place
Randy Jones
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Goodbye Pops: ‘Life is Good; ’ ‘Strange’ 
Day for Miles; Mom’s words continue to 
ring true

ELECTION/POLITICAL  
REPORTING
1st Place
William R. Toler
Richmond County Daily Journal
Rockingham
The year for medical pot?
Nice job of in-depth reporting and making a 
personal connection to a hot-button issue. 

2nd Place
Janet Conner-Knox
The Wilson Times
Wilson
What sparked voter change?
Nice job covering an issue on a local level that 
spurred controversy. Story was balanced and 
well researched. Although lengthy, the story 
needed to be to explain the ins and outs of the 
issue.  

3rd Place
Nathaniel Axtell
Times-News
Hendersonville
Conservatives push purge of 132 voters 
from county rolls
Great job of reporting and explaining an inter-
esting quirk of the voter registration process on 
terms that the reader can understand too.  

HEADLINE WRITING
1st Place
Corey Friedman
Richmond County Daily Journal
Rockingham
Soldier has yen for tai chi
Headlines are catchy and flow right into the 
stories.

2nd Place
William R. Toler
Richmond County Daily Journal
Rockingham
Hamlet or Whoville?, Cooks of Hazard, 
Rebels with a cause
Headlines draw reader to the story...good play 
on words

3rd Place
Jon Jimison 
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Tri, tri again; Blaize of glory; Sour Pickle
All were good.

SPORTS ENTERPRISE 
WRITING
1st Place
Paul Durham
The Wilson Times
Wilson
A place in history

2nd Place
Paul Durham
The Wilson Times
Wilson
After the final whistle

3rd Place
Shawn Stinson
Richmond County Daily Journal
Rockingham
Doctors warn players of overuse injury

EDITORIAL PAGE
1st Place
Staff
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Wrestling with the cost of water
Excellent writing with  clear opinions expressed. 
In addition to quality editorial, the opinion 
pages have a good layout and use of cartoons.

2nd Place
Chad Killebrew 
The Dispatch
Lexington
Editorial pages
Good short and clean editorial writing with 
clear messages. I most enjoyed the local editori-
als addressing transparency and freedom of 
speech issues.  
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3rd Place
Staff
Sanford Herald
Sanford
Editorial pages
I believe the “thumbs up, thumbs down” style 
will help the attract more readers to the opinion 
pieces, and makes the views of the editorial staff 
clear.

GENERAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
WEB SITES
1st Place
Staff
Sanford Herald
Sanford
www.SanfordHerald.com
Good organization, very clean site and very easy 
for a reader to navigate. 

2nd Place
Staff 
The Daily Advance
Elizabeth City
www.DailyAdvance.com
I really liked this website. Was hard to decide 
first and second place.

3rd Place
Staff
The Dispatch
Lexington
www.The-Dispatch.com

APPEARANCE & DESIGN
1st Place
Staff 
The Star
Shelby
Really bold front pages. The story lead-ins really 
draw your attention and get you right in the 
story. I love the look of the Opinion and Life 
pages. Solid layout throughout. I really like your 
paper’s style.

3rd Place
Staff 
The Daily Herald
Roanoke Rapids
I love the way you use art on your front pages. 
Giant pictures dominate the front page and I 
think it works really well. Really good looking 
paper.

3rd Place
Staff 
The Washington Daily News
Washington
Nice looking front page. Good looking paper 
overall.

SPORTS COVERAGE
1st Place
Andrew Giermak 
Sanford Herald
Sanford
Clear winner in this division. Very informative 
section with lots to take in. Cleanly designed 
and easy to get through.

2nd Place
Dean Hensley, Joey Millwood 
Times-News
Hendersonville
Good variety and an unreal amount of informa-
tion to take in.  Lots of sports. 

3rd Place
Mike Duprez, Dwight Davis
The Dispatch
Lexington
Good local sports coverage and good writing. 
Just a solid product.

NEWS SECTION DESIGN
1st Place
Staff 
The Daily Advance
Elizabeth City

2nd Place
Staff 
Times-News
Hendersonville

3rd Place
Staff
The Washington Daily News
Washington

FEATURE SECTION DESIGN
1st Place
Staff 
The Star
Shelby
Southern cooking 
Attractive designs. Good use of typography, 
photos, headlines, fonts along with color to help 
navigate the reader through the section. Items 
are neatly organized on the pages with good 
use of graphic elements to break up the type 
and teasers to get readers inside the section.

2nd Place
Staff
The Washington Daily News
Washington
June 21 and June 28 editions of Pamlico 
Life
Nice, clean layouts. I was impressed with how 
you told the story of the NFL camp with just 
photos and cutlines, and it worked. Inside pages 
showed care without being “thrown in the news 
hole.” 

3rd Place
Diane Norman
Times-News
Hendersonville
This was nice. I can see the designer’s touches, 
and they are appreciated, especially the more 
information boxes.  

BEST COMMUNITY 
COVERAGE
1st Place
Staff 
The News Herald
Morganton

2nd Place
Staff 
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Happy Homecoming; A brand new look

3rd Place
Staff 
Sanford Herald
Sanford

SPECIAL SECTION
1st Place
Staff 
Observer-News-Enterprise
Newton
Profile 2015: Get Smart
A unique approach to a progress-type edition. 
Excellent graphics and content; it is apparent a 
lot of good staff work went into this.

2nd Place
Dean Hensley, Joey Millwood
The Washington Daily News
Washington
Back to school 2015
You made what could have been very routine 
outstanding. Great information.

3rd Place
Staff
The Daily Advance
Elizabeth City
Coast Guard 2015 Edition
Very thorough piece that will be a keepsake for 
many.  Nice work.

BEST NICHE PUBLICATION
1st Place
Staff
The Courier-Tribune
Asheboro
Thrive: Life in Our Town and Beyond 
Gorgeous photos, good features.

2nd Place
Staff
The Washington Daily News
Washington
Washington the Magazine (July/August)
Great cover, great photos, good stories

3rd Place
Staff
The Washington Daily News
Washington
Washington the Magazine (May-June)

CITY/COUNTY  
GOVERNMENT REPORTING
1st Place
Ginny Rhodes 
The McDowell News
Marion
Disorder in the Courthouse: Grandy Jury 
Inspection: Replace the building
Strong lead paragraph and writing. Liked the 
pull out inviting readers to voice their opinion 
on a new courthouse.

2nd Place
Sharon McBrayer 
The News Herald
Morganton
Changing Protocols
Good lead paragraph and writing. Story is laid 
out well.

3rd Place
Jacob Biba
Times-News
Hendersonville
New pickup location tries to attract day 
laborers
Lead paragraph entices the reader to read on. 
Good job.

BEAT NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Kim Gilliland, Guy Lucas
The News-Topic
Lenoir
Jonathan Broyhill murder trial
The facts of the case are engaging, but Kim Gil-
liland and Guy Lucas uses the raw material from 
the trial to create a compelling narrative that 
keeps the reader coming back. 

2nd Place
Kristy Carter
Sampson Independent
Clinton
Parker gets new title, less money

3rd Place
Olivia Neeley
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Dogs rescued from ‘uninhabitable’ home
Great follow through.
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Havelock News - Division A  
1st Education Reporting  / Middle School Engineers Drew C. Wilson
1st Sports Feature Writing  / Giving it all for old Coach Sasser Drew C. Wilson
1st Photography, General News / Train dinged, truck totaled, driver lucky Drew C. Wilson
1st  Sports Feature Photo / Crestfallen Ken Buday
1st  Photography, Sports  / Big Rock Drew C. Wilson
1st  Photo Page / Tee Time Ken Buday
1st  Best Video / Pedro’s Final Flight Ken Buday
1st  Best Multimedia Project / Countdown to launch at Slocum Creek Rec Area Drew C. Wilson
1st  Editorials / Apartments, video, library Ken Buday
1st  Lighter Columns / Nine year old letter, 
 Karma comes back after 54 years, Fertility machine Barry Fetzer
1st  Headline Writing / Game of Drones Ken Buday
1st  Appearance and Design - Newspapers Only / Havelock News Staff
1st  News Coverage - Community Only / Havelock News News Coverage Staff
2nd General News Reporting / Missing Dad Ken Buday
2nd  Photography, General News / Missing Dad Ken Buday
2nd Photography, Feature / Fabulous Fourth Drew C. Wilson
2nd Photography, Sports / Over the Top Ken Buday
2nd Photo Page / Aiding Ayden Drew C. Wilson
2nd Best Multimedia Project / Sky Camp Drew C. Wilson
2nd Lighter Columns / Weapon, Bobbleheads, Bugs Ken Buday
2nd Serious Columns / The Bomb/marriage, Never Forget but for how long,
 ISIS is nothing Barry Fetzer
2nd Editorial Page / Havelock News Opiniion Page Staff
3rd Education Reporting / Math in Real World  Ken Buday
3rd News Enterprise Reporting / Hunger in Havelock Drew C. Wilson
3rd Sports Feature Writing / Cooper, Scott Together Again Ken Buday
3rd Sports Feature Photo / Defense Ken Buday
3rd Photography, Sports / Mays Header Ken Buday
3rd General Excellence for Newspaper Websites - Newspapers Only / Havelock News Staff
3rd Best Lede / Strength, Turbo, Morris Ken Buday

Ashboro Courier-Tribune - Division D
1st General News Reporting / Man, 90, saves wife, 89, from burning house Chip Womick
1st Editorials / Randolph Guide’s demise a loss for the community; etc. Annette Jordan
1st Lighter Columns / Contrary Mary Mary Anderson
1st Serious Columns  / Cherish life’s precious moments, 
 Taking out the large gnarly demons, Transfixed by the ant Sharon Womick
1st Best Niche Publication  / Thrive: Life in Our Town and Beyond Staff
2nd Feature Writing / Helen Keller and the Marine Chip Womick
2nd Profile Feature / The spirit of boxing lives within Chip Womick
2nd Investigative Reporting / Just who will benefit? J.D. Walker
2nd Serious Columns / What does it mean to be racist,
 We need a game-changer, Sun rises on Sunset Annette Jordan
2nd Sports Columns / When news hits way too close; 
 Embrace your cause; Oh, say can you sing? Megan Crotty
3rd Sports News Reporting / ER standout Castlebury loses battle with cancer Megan Crotty

Kinston Free Press - Division D
1st Illustration/Photo Illustration / Bleeding Colors Janet S. Carter, Zach Frailey 
2nd Photography, Sports / Golf classic opens Zach Frailey
2nd Editorials / Bryan Hanks editorials Bryan C. Hanks
3rd Feature Writing / Talking dead Wes Wolfe
3rd Photography, Sports / Not this time Janet S. Carter
3rd Best Lede / Best Ledes from Wes Wolfe Wes Wolfe

Lexington Dispatch - Division D  
2nd Best Video / The 23rd Annual Tour de Pig Donnie Roberts
2nd Editorial Page Chad Killebrew 
3rd Business Writing / Lucha Libre facility shows sport behind the mask Sharon Myers
3rd Sports Feature Photo / Christmas tourney set to go on Friday at Ledford Donnie Roberts
3rd Best Video / The Catcher Donnie Roberts
3rd Editorials / Voice prayers; school board; Problems in DA’s office Chad Killebrew
3rd Serious Columns / Candidate sees conspiracies, 
 Just because it appears, Film hits close to home Chad Killebrew
3rd General Excellence for Newspaper Websites / the-dispatch.com Staff
3rd Sports Coverage / The Dispatch Sports Section Mike Duprez; Dwight Davis

Hendersonville Times-News - Division D 
1st Profile Feature / Gash loves her family, her friends and her community Joey Millwood  
1st  News Enterprise Reporting / Alpine Woods  Emily Weaver 
1st Business Writing / Tomatoes beef up Henderson County economy Derek Lacey
1st Sports Feature Writing / Runner is ‘uniquely designed’ Joey Millwood
2nd Sports Coverage / Times-News sports  Dean Hensley, Joey Millwood
2nd News Section Design / News design Aug. 2-3, 2015 Staff
2nd Best Lede / Quest for harmony  Beth De Bona
3rd Deadline News Reporting / Pit bull attack kills 6-year-old Emily Weaver
3rd News Feature Writing / Woman relinquishes bracelet after MIA soldier found Nathaniel Axtell
3rd Best Multimedia Project / Celebrating the fruits of their labor  Emily Weaver, Patrick Sullivan 
3rd Feature Section Design / Feature design Dec. 2014 Staff 
3rd Election/Political Reporting / 
 Conservatives push purge of 132 voters from county rolls Nathaniel Axtell
3rd City/County Government Reporting/ 
 New pickup location tries to attract day laborers Jacob Biba 

The Shelby Star - Division D  
1st Deadline News Reporting / Florist’s tip leads to Dylann Roof’s arrest Gabe Whisnant 
1st Online Breaking News Coverage / Dylann Roof’s capture in Shelby Staff
1st Sports Feature Photo / Palmetto Statement Hannah Covington
1st Appearance and Design Staff
1st Feature Section Design / Southern Cooking  Staff
2nd Business Writing  / Reaching out: Revo partners with Boys & Girls Club Jackie Bridges
2nd Sports News Reporting / Going out Golden Gabe Whisnant
2nd Photography, Feature / This isn’t their first rodeo Brittany Randolph
2nd Best Multimedia Project / The Star’s prep football pick-em Staff
3rd Profile Feature / She wanted to preserve her family’s history Wade Allen

Jacksonville Daily News - Division E  
1st Sports Feature Photo / Diving catch John Sudbrink
2nd Best Community Coverage Staff
3rd Education Reporting / A class of her own Maria Sestito
3rd News Section Design Staff

New Bern Sun Journal - Division E  
1st News Enterprise Reporting / Crime and Punishment Bill Hand
3rd Serious Columns  Randy Foster

The Gaston Gazette - Division E 
1st News Feature Writing / Soldier comes home 45 years later Diane Turbyfill
1st Profile Feature / The green rookie Nick Dumont
1st Investigative Reporting / Adoption Reimbursement Program draws scrutiny Michael Barrett
1st Photography, General News / Starting 2015 with a bang Mike Hensdill
1st Photography, Sports / Huss pitchers combine to shut out Jackets Mike Hensdill
1st Photo Page / Final Goodbye John Clark
1st Illustration/Photo Illustration / Big Man on Campus Lauren Frame, Phil Gardner
1st Appearance and Design Staff
1st Sports Coverage Staff
1st  Feature Section Design Staff
1st City/County Government Reporting / 
 Commissioners give themselves major perk Michael Barrett
2nd  Profile Feature / Friendship forged on the battlefield Diane Turbyfill
2nd Photography, Sports / Benjamin Catch John Clark
2nd Best Multimedia Project / Remembering the spirit of ‘45 Staff
2nd Editorial Page  Staff
2nd Special Section / Discover Gaston 2015  Staff
2nd Election/Political Reporting / Not so Nonpartisan Kevin Ellis
3rd Online Breaking News Coverage / Former officer 1 of 2 killed in shootings Staff
3rd  News Feature Writing / Farm school Diane Turbyfill
3rd Photo Page / Historic Run John Clark
3rd Best Video / How would you spend a million dollars? Nick Dumont
3rd Best Lede Nick Dumont

Burlington Times-News - Division E
1st Sports Feature Writing / A wait lifted, a wait rewarded Adam Smith
2nd General News Reporting / Family trauma, family drama Anna Johnson
2nd Investigative Reporting / Arms race Michael D. Abernethy
2nd Photography, Feature / Painting the town Steven Mantilla
2nd Photo Page / Summer fun at the drive-in Steven Mantilla
2nd Illustration/Photo Illustration / Back to the grind Linda Bowden
2nd General Excellence for Newspaper Websites Staff
2nd Appearance and Design Staff
2nd Sports Enterprise Writing / Cost of business Adam Smith
3rd Illustration/Photo Illustration / Beware Hypothermia Linda Bowden
3rd Lighter Columns Jay Ashley
3rd Beat News Reporting  / Co-defendant hostile, has no remorse for murder  Michael D. Abernethy

Wilmington Star-News - Division F 
1st Photography, Sports / Mud Run Matt Born
1st News Section Design Staff
2nd Headline Writing  John Staton
2nd Appearance and Design Staff
3rd Photography, General News / Surf Matt Born
3rd Best Multimedia Project / Civil War Staff
3rd General Excellence for Newspaper Websites Staff
3rd Special Section / 15 Under 15 S. Jones, M. Spencer, H. DelaCourt, M. Alfrejd
3rd Best Niche Publication / Travel in the Carolinas Staff
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Havelock News - Division A  
1st Education Reporting  / Middle School Engineers Drew C. Wilson
1st Sports Feature Writing  / Giving it all for old Coach Sasser Drew C. Wilson
1st Photography, General News / Train dinged, truck totaled, driver lucky Drew C. Wilson
1st  Sports Feature Photo / Crestfallen Ken Buday
1st  Photography, Sports  / Big Rock Drew C. Wilson
1st  Photo Page / Tee Time Ken Buday
1st  Best Video / Pedro’s Final Flight Ken Buday
1st  Best Multimedia Project / Countdown to launch at Slocum Creek Rec Area Drew C. Wilson
1st  Editorials / Apartments, video, library Ken Buday
1st  Lighter Columns / Nine year old letter, 
 Karma comes back after 54 years, Fertility machine Barry Fetzer
1st  Headline Writing / Game of Drones Ken Buday
1st  Appearance and Design - Newspapers Only / Havelock News Staff
1st  News Coverage - Community Only / Havelock News News Coverage Staff
2nd General News Reporting / Missing Dad Ken Buday
2nd  Photography, General News / Missing Dad Ken Buday
2nd Photography, Feature / Fabulous Fourth Drew C. Wilson
2nd Photography, Sports / Over the Top Ken Buday
2nd Photo Page / Aiding Ayden Drew C. Wilson
2nd Best Multimedia Project / Sky Camp Drew C. Wilson
2nd Lighter Columns / Weapon, Bobbleheads, Bugs Ken Buday
2nd Serious Columns / The Bomb/marriage, Never Forget but for how long,
 ISIS is nothing Barry Fetzer
2nd Editorial Page / Havelock News Opiniion Page Staff
3rd Education Reporting / Math in Real World  Ken Buday
3rd News Enterprise Reporting / Hunger in Havelock Drew C. Wilson
3rd Sports Feature Writing / Cooper, Scott Together Again Ken Buday
3rd Sports Feature Photo / Defense Ken Buday
3rd Photography, Sports / Mays Header Ken Buday
3rd General Excellence for Newspaper Websites - Newspapers Only / Havelock News Staff
3rd Best Lede / Strength, Turbo, Morris Ken Buday

Ashboro Courier-Tribune - Division D
1st General News Reporting / Man, 90, saves wife, 89, from burning house Chip Womick
1st Editorials / Randolph Guide’s demise a loss for the community; etc. Annette Jordan
1st Lighter Columns / Contrary Mary Mary Anderson
1st Serious Columns  / Cherish life’s precious moments, 
 Taking out the large gnarly demons, Transfixed by the ant Sharon Womick
1st Best Niche Publication  / Thrive: Life in Our Town and Beyond Staff
2nd Feature Writing / Helen Keller and the Marine Chip Womick
2nd Profile Feature / The spirit of boxing lives within Chip Womick
2nd Investigative Reporting / Just who will benefit? J.D. Walker
2nd Serious Columns / What does it mean to be racist,
 We need a game-changer, Sun rises on Sunset Annette Jordan
2nd Sports Columns / When news hits way too close; 
 Embrace your cause; Oh, say can you sing? Megan Crotty
3rd Sports News Reporting / ER standout Castlebury loses battle with cancer Megan Crotty

Kinston Free Press - Division D
1st Illustration/Photo Illustration / Bleeding Colors Janet S. Carter, Zach Frailey 
2nd Photography, Sports / Golf classic opens Zach Frailey
2nd Editorials / Bryan Hanks editorials Bryan C. Hanks
3rd Feature Writing / Talking dead Wes Wolfe
3rd Photography, Sports / Not this time Janet S. Carter
3rd Best Lede / Best Ledes from Wes Wolfe Wes Wolfe

Lexington Dispatch - Division D  
2nd Best Video / The 23rd Annual Tour de Pig Donnie Roberts
2nd Editorial Page Chad Killebrew 
3rd Business Writing / Lucha Libre facility shows sport behind the mask Sharon Myers
3rd Sports Feature Photo / Christmas tourney set to go on Friday at Ledford Donnie Roberts
3rd Best Video / The Catcher Donnie Roberts
3rd Editorials / Voice prayers; school board; Problems in DA’s office Chad Killebrew
3rd Serious Columns / Candidate sees conspiracies, 
 Just because it appears, Film hits close to home Chad Killebrew
3rd General Excellence for Newspaper Websites / the-dispatch.com Staff
3rd Sports Coverage / The Dispatch Sports Section Mike Duprez; Dwight Davis

Hendersonville Times-News - Division D 
1st Profile Feature / Gash loves her family, her friends and her community Joey Millwood  
1st  News Enterprise Reporting / Alpine Woods  Emily Weaver 
1st Business Writing / Tomatoes beef up Henderson County economy Derek Lacey
1st Sports Feature Writing / Runner is ‘uniquely designed’ Joey Millwood
2nd Sports Coverage / Times-News sports  Dean Hensley, Joey Millwood
2nd News Section Design / News design Aug. 2-3, 2015 Staff
2nd Best Lede / Quest for harmony  Beth De Bona
3rd Deadline News Reporting / Pit bull attack kills 6-year-old Emily Weaver
3rd News Feature Writing / Woman relinquishes bracelet after MIA soldier found Nathaniel Axtell
3rd Best Multimedia Project / Celebrating the fruits of their labor  Emily Weaver, Patrick Sullivan 
3rd Feature Section Design / Feature design Dec. 2014 Staff 
3rd Election/Political Reporting / 
 Conservatives push purge of 132 voters from county rolls Nathaniel Axtell
3rd City/County Government Reporting/ 
 New pickup location tries to attract day laborers Jacob Biba 

The Shelby Star - Division D  
1st Deadline News Reporting / Florist’s tip leads to Dylann Roof’s arrest Gabe Whisnant 
1st Online Breaking News Coverage / Dylann Roof’s capture in Shelby Staff
1st Sports Feature Photo / Palmetto Statement Hannah Covington
1st Appearance and Design Staff
1st Feature Section Design / Southern Cooking  Staff
2nd Business Writing  / Reaching out: Revo partners with Boys & Girls Club Jackie Bridges
2nd Sports News Reporting / Going out Golden Gabe Whisnant
2nd Photography, Feature / This isn’t their first rodeo Brittany Randolph
2nd Best Multimedia Project / The Star’s prep football pick-em Staff
3rd Profile Feature / She wanted to preserve her family’s history Wade Allen

Jacksonville Daily News - Division E  
1st Sports Feature Photo / Diving catch John Sudbrink
2nd Best Community Coverage Staff
3rd Education Reporting / A class of her own Maria Sestito
3rd News Section Design Staff

New Bern Sun Journal - Division E  
1st News Enterprise Reporting / Crime and Punishment Bill Hand
3rd Serious Columns  Randy Foster

The Gaston Gazette - Division E 
1st News Feature Writing / Soldier comes home 45 years later Diane Turbyfill
1st Profile Feature / The green rookie Nick Dumont
1st Investigative Reporting / Adoption Reimbursement Program draws scrutiny Michael Barrett
1st Photography, General News / Starting 2015 with a bang Mike Hensdill
1st Photography, Sports / Huss pitchers combine to shut out Jackets Mike Hensdill
1st Photo Page / Final Goodbye John Clark
1st Illustration/Photo Illustration / Big Man on Campus Lauren Frame, Phil Gardner
1st Appearance and Design Staff
1st Sports Coverage Staff
1st  Feature Section Design Staff
1st City/County Government Reporting / 
 Commissioners give themselves major perk Michael Barrett
2nd  Profile Feature / Friendship forged on the battlefield Diane Turbyfill
2nd Photography, Sports / Benjamin Catch John Clark
2nd Best Multimedia Project / Remembering the spirit of ‘45 Staff
2nd Editorial Page  Staff
2nd Special Section / Discover Gaston 2015  Staff
2nd Election/Political Reporting / Not so Nonpartisan Kevin Ellis
3rd Online Breaking News Coverage / Former officer 1 of 2 killed in shootings Staff
3rd  News Feature Writing / Farm school Diane Turbyfill
3rd Photo Page / Historic Run John Clark
3rd Best Video / How would you spend a million dollars? Nick Dumont
3rd Best Lede Nick Dumont

Burlington Times-News - Division E
1st Sports Feature Writing / A wait lifted, a wait rewarded Adam Smith
2nd General News Reporting / Family trauma, family drama Anna Johnson
2nd Investigative Reporting / Arms race Michael D. Abernethy
2nd Photography, Feature / Painting the town Steven Mantilla
2nd Photo Page / Summer fun at the drive-in Steven Mantilla
2nd Illustration/Photo Illustration / Back to the grind Linda Bowden
2nd General Excellence for Newspaper Websites Staff
2nd Appearance and Design Staff
2nd Sports Enterprise Writing / Cost of business Adam Smith
3rd Illustration/Photo Illustration / Beware Hypothermia Linda Bowden
3rd Lighter Columns Jay Ashley
3rd Beat News Reporting  / Co-defendant hostile, has no remorse for murder  Michael D. Abernethy

Wilmington Star-News - Division F 
1st Photography, Sports / Mud Run Matt Born
1st News Section Design Staff
2nd Headline Writing  John Staton
2nd Appearance and Design Staff
3rd Photography, General News / Surf Matt Born
3rd Best Multimedia Project / Civil War Staff
3rd General Excellence for Newspaper Websites Staff
3rd Special Section / 15 Under 15 S. Jones, M. Spencer, H. DelaCourt, M. Alfrejd
3rd Best Niche Publication / Travel in the Carolinas Staff
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GateHouse Media
newspapers 
are dedicated 
to delivering 
quality journalism 
to N.C. readers 
and advertisers. 

Our commitment 
to North Carolina 
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Dolan MeDia Carolinas Professional network
Congratulates Its news team members…
for ProDuCing awarD-winning Content in 2015!!!

1st Final Statement Phillip Bantz North Carolina Lawyers Weekly 01 - General News Reporting

1st Love Websites Phillip Bantz North Carolina Lawyers Weekly 05 - Feature Writing

1st Lede Phillip Bantz North Carolina Lawyers Weekly 60 - Best Lede

2nd Headlines Sharon Roberts The Mecklenburg Times 27 - Headline Writing

2nd Lede Heath Hamacher North Carolina Lawyers Weekly 60 - Best Lede

3rd Driverless Cars David Donovan North Carolina Lawyers Weekly 01 - General News Reporting

NCPA News, Editorial and Photojournalism Awards 
were earned by the Dolan Media Carolinas  

staff in the following categories:

Job well done!

Bantz HamacHer

roBerts Donovan

Cheers to this year's  
winners and the NCPA  

membership for  
honoring free press 
rights and improving 
open government  
through their efforts! 

Wells Fargo Capitol Center  |   Raleigh, North Carolina 
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GENERAL NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Lindell John Kay
Rocky Mount Telegram
Rocky Mount
Heritage or Hate?
From the pithy opening question, the story 
grabs you and keeps you with its focus on a 
particular character who embodies a nation-
wide controversy. 

2nd Place
Anna Johnson
The Times-News
Burlington
Family trauma, family drama
Stories about agencies and programs can be 
dull, but this one yanks the reader in with a 
compelling story of family pain, and keeps the 
personal touch all the way through, making it 
a pleasure to learn.

3rd Place
Mark Wineka
Salisbury Post
Salisbury
Coming home
This is great storytelling -- weaving cancer, a 
lost Vietnam vet and family healing into one 
compelling tale.

DEADLINE NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Sharieka Breeden
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Five are arrested in homicide
A rare angle for a crime story: A dying victim 
admits he was breaking the law. Nice report-
ing.

2nd Place
Katie Jansen
The Herald-Sun
Durham
Hazmat crews called to Chapel Hill 
complex

3rd Place
Amelia Harper
Rocky Mount Telegram
Rocky Mount
Neighbor Pulls Child To Safety

ONLINE BREAKING NEWS
1st Place
Brie Handgraaf
Rocky Mount Telegram
Rocky Mount
Courthouse Shooting

2nd Place
Staff 
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Emotions Boil Over After Trial

3rd Place
Staff
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Former officer 1 of 2 killed in shootings

NEWS FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Diane Turbyfill
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Soldier comes home 45 years later
Comprehensive look at a topic. 

2nd Place
Shavonne Potts Walker
Salisbury Post
Salisbury
Heroin, a deadly epidemic
Comprehensive look at something that affects 
everyone. Good job of making it about an 
individual to keep people’s attention. 

3rd Place
Diane Turbyfill
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Farm school
This is very well-written, capturing my atten-
tion and it is both informative and entertain-
ing. 

FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Jimmy Tomlin
High Point Enterprise
High Point
Caught by an Angel

2nd Place
Mark Wineka
Salisbury Post
Salisbury
Magic shoebox

3rd Place
Dawn Baumgartner Vaughan
The Herald-Sun
Durham
Going to the Chapel (Again)

PROFILE FEATURE
1st Place
Nick Dumont
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
The green rookie
Great profile piece with a great layout. Very 
reader friendly, very eye catching which 
stopped and made me want to read more. 
Good story telling. I felt that I understand more 
about his life as a farmer.

2nd Place
Diane Turbyfill
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Friendship forged on the battlefield

3rd Place
Dennis Hill, Steve Herring
Goldsboro News-Argus
Goldsboro
Eastern N.C.’s champion

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
REPORTING
1st Place
Kim Grizzard
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Delivering drama from stage to page

2nd Place
Kim Grizzard
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
WWI battle that was ‘first of everything’

3rd Place
Natalie Sayewich
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Dance depicts emotional journey

EDUCATION REPORTING
1st Place
Laney Ruckstuhl
Hickory Daily Record
Hickory
Teacher Assistants
Nice graphics to start off the story. Touched me 
personally and held my attention throughout 
the article. Relevant.

2nd Place
Jane Dail
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Unchartered territory
Like the “twist” title. Informative. 

3rd Place
Maria Sestito
The Daily News
Jacksonville
A class of her own
Very nice feature - LOVE THE PHOTO.

NEWS ENTERPRISE
REPORTING
1st Place
Bill Hand
Sun Journal
New Bern
Crime and Punishment

2nd Place
Josh Bergeron
Salisbury Post
Salisbury
The Sludge Report

3rd Place
Sharieka Breeden
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Students must be vigilant

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING
1st Place
Michael Barrett
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Adoption Reimbursement Program 
draws scrutiny
 Excellent reporting on a public official taking 
advantage of a perk quietly approved by 
himself and his colleagues. While the cause 
-- coverage of adoption costs -- may seem 
worthwhile, the potential tab for taxpayers 
is significant, and the officials’ actions seem 
incredibly self-serving. This reporter did a fine 
job of ferreting out the details and writing in 
an even-handed manner. 

2nd Place
Michael D. Abernethy
The Times-News
Burlington
Arms race

BUSINESS WRITING
1st Place
Jimmy Tomlin
High Point Enterprise
High Point
The Magic Touch
SNAPPY writing on an unusual subject. And 
also hits how the business works, obstacles it 
faces.  

2nd Place
Mark Wineka
Salisbury Post
Salisbury
One sweet fishin’ story
Great detail about what makes this business 
works, what motivates the people who run it. 

3rd Place
Mark Wineka
Salisbury Post
Salisbury
‘I just don’t want to turn it loose’
Really interesting story. 
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SPORTS NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Steve Wiseman
The Herald-Sun
Durham
Krzyzewski wins No. 1,000

2nd Place
Greer Smith
High Point Enterprise
High Point
Woods wows huge crowd with 64

3rd Place
Gerrit Van Genderen
Hickory Daily Record
Hickory
Indians rev it up

SPORTS FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Adam Smith
The Times-News
Burlington
A wait lifted, a wait rewarded
This is one of the finest pieces of journalism — fea-
ture or otherwise — that I have had the privilege 
of reading in a very long time. Stellar work, award-
winning, engaging. 

2nd Place
Josh Walfish
Rocky Mount Telegram
Rocky Mount
#Family&Basketball

3rd Place
Mark Wineka
Salisbury Post
Salisbury
The kids from Shuford School

GENERAL NEWS
PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Mike Hensdill
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Starting 2015 with a bang

2nd Place
Joe Pellegrino
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Vigil calls for peace

3rd Place
Aileen Devlin
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Emotions boil over after jury deliver 
guilty verdict

FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Laura Greene
High Point Enterprise
High Point
Caught by an angel
This is one of those photos that doesn’t even 
need a cutline as you’re automatically drawn 
into this photo. Truly a powerful photo.

2nd Place
Steve Mantilla
The Times-News
Burlington
Painting the town

3rd Place
Casey Mozingo
Goldsboro News-Argus
Goldsboro
Love, support ... in all colors

SPORTS FEATURE PHOTO
1st Place
John Sudbrink
Daily News
Jacksonville
Diving catch
Great photo. I’ve tried to capture this moment. 
It’s extremely difficult. It’s a great shot. 

2nd Place
Bernard Thomas
The Herald-Sun
Durham
Friday Night Lights
Great shot. It’s a great action shot - and cool 
that you also captured the helmet in the bot-
tom of the image - I assume it fell off during 
the tackle. 

3rd Place
Casey Mozingo
Goldsboro News-Argus
Goldsboro
Livin’ life
Love how you froze the action. It made me 
want to stop and read the story. Good job.

SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Mike Hensdill
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Huss pitchers combine to shut out 
Jackets
Great timing by the photographer and an even 
better shot. Very well done sports photo.

2nd Place
John Clark
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Benjamin Catch
Great image by the photographer. 
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3rd Place
Melissa Key
Goldsboro News-Argus
Goldsboro
Late offensive surge

PHOTO PAGE
1st Place
John Clark
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Final Goodbye

2nd Place
Steve Mantilla
The Times-News
Burlington
Summer fun at the drive-in

3rd Place
John Clark
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Historic Run

ILLUSTRATION/PHOTO
ILLUSTRATION
1st Place
Lauren Frame, Phil Gardner
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Big Man on Campus
This is big-market quality, something I expect 
to see in a national magazine.  Good job.

2nd Place
Linda Bowden
The Times-News
Burlington
Back to the grind

 

3rd Place
Linda Bowden
The Times-News
Burlington
Beware Hypothermia

BEST VIDEO
1st Place
Alex Dixon, Christine T. Nguyen
The Herald-Sun
Durham
Bull City Cigars: recreating tobacco 
history
Great video and information about cigars in 
general and local tobacco in particular. Makes 
you want to visit the store and the general 
area as well.

2nd Place
John McCann
The Herald-Sun
Durham
The Breakthrough
Took a specific and placed it in historical 
perspective...using teammates and the player 
himself. Well thought out video and well writ-
ten copy.

3rd Place
Nick Dumont
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
How would you spend a million dollars?
Creative and fun. Draws audience in and tells 
us a lot about the area and its offerings. Liked 
the opportunity to spend the money myself. 
Took something that didn’t happen and drew 
us in.

First Place, Feature Photography, Division E, by Laura Greene,  
High Point Enterprise, High Point



Congratulations to the entire Wilson Times newsroom on

North Carolina Press Association Editorial Contest Awards
First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Lisa Boykin Batts - Beat Feature Reporting
Brad Coville - Photography, General News
Brad Coville - Photography, Sports
Stephanie Creech - Arts and Entertainment Reporting
Stephanie Creech - Education Reporting 

Paul Durham - Sports Enterprise Writing
Jon Jimison - News Feature Writing
Jimmy Lewis - Sports Feature Writing
Staff - Editorial Page

Lisa Boykin Batts - News Feature Writing 
Lisa Boykin Batts - Beat Feature Reporting
Brad Coville - Sports Feature Photo
Paul Durham - Illustration/Photo Illustration - Dailies Only
Paul Durham - Sports Enterprise Writing

Jon Jimison - News Enterprise Reporting
Janet Conner-Knox - Election/Political Reporting
Rochelle Moore & Brad Coville - Online Breaking News Coverage
Gray Whitley - Photography, General News
Staff - Best Community Coverage

Paul Durham - Illustration/Photo Illustration - Dailies Only
Randy Jones - Sports Columns
Jimmy Lewis - Headline Writing
Olivia Neeley, Gray Whitley & Lisa Boykin Batts  -  
   Online Breaking News Coverage
Olivia Neeley - Education Reporting

Olivia Neeley - News Enterprise Reporting
Olivia Neeley - Beat News Reporting
Olivia Neeley - Beat Feature Reporting
Gray Whitley - Photography, General News

MORE THAN A NEWSPAPER - A COMMUNITY INSTITUTION SINCE 1896

TheWilsonTimesTheWilsonTimes



MULTIMEDIA PROJECT
1st Place
Staff 
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Humans of Greenville
Holy cow! This is wonderful. I’m amazed 
and delighted at the quality of what you’ve 
produced and the sustainability of what you’re 
doing. You definitely get the first prize for use 
of different media to tell this story. Kudos for 
harnessing social media!

2nd Place
Staff
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Remembering the spirit of ‘45
Wow. This was an ambitious project. It was 
well executed on every level, from the report-
ing, writing, editing and presentation, includ-
ing the graphics. Well done!

3rd Place
Staff
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
The Great Bus Project
Nice work. The video testimonies tell you so 
much more about why these people ride the 
bus. The videos really connect riders and read-
ers in a way that written stories cannot do.

EDITORIALS
1st Place
Mark Rutledge
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Pitt County’s shameful void in children’s 
dental health
Well-written, focused on important local 
issues, and didn’t shy away from taking strong 
positions.

2nd Place
Al Clark
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Ferguson incident...; The L-word miss-
ing...; Don’t tie educators hand
Editorials were poignant and expressed a 
reasoned point of view. And alliteration in 
headlines never hurts.
 
3rd Place
Renee Carey
Goldsboro News- Argus
Goldsboro
The roundup; The motive; Skype vote
Editorials had a good rhythm and were easy to 
read while making excellent points.

LIGHTER COLUMNS
1st Place
Shannon Keith
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Dear Santa: I’d like a door that locks
These are just plain FUN to read, and that’s the 
primary purpose of a “light” column, isn’t it? 
Excellent writing on inconsequential topics.

2nd Place
Mark Wineka
Salisbury Post
Salisbury
It’s amazing; Dylan as teacher?; Sisters 
plant magic beans

3rd Place
Jay Ashley
The Times-News
Burlington
Lighter columns 2015 
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SERIOUS COLUMNS
1st Place
Jimmy Tomlin
High Point Enterprise
High Point
Jimmy Tomlin Serious Columns

2nd Place
Al Clark
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Justice more elusive...; Dean Smith...; At 
the heart of the matter

3rd Place
Randy Foster
Sun Journal
New Bern
Serious columns, 2/22 3/15 and 3/22 
2015

SPORTS COLUMNS
1st Place
Greer Smith
High Point Enterprise
High Point
Farewell to a legend, Hayes goes home-
less to raise awareness, O’Briant enjoys 
royal Colonial sendoff

2nd Place
Mark Wineka
Salisbury Post
Salisbury
Our gritty girls; Boys of summer; Bill 
Sides finally ...

3rd Place
John McCann
The Herald-Sun
Durham
Off the Ball; Hark the Sound; Exchang-
ing sneakers, cleats

ELECTION/POLITICAL 
REPORTING
1st Place
Abbie Bennett
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Concerns rise about sales tax
Great angle to take on this sales tax proposal 
that makes it easy to connect with readers. 
Good job.

2nd Place
Kevin Ellis
Gaston Gzette
Gastonia
Not so Nonpartisan
This story was well-researched and explains 
the endorsement issue well. Solid reporting. 

HEADLINE WRITING
1st Place
Janet Storm
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Days of swine and poses
The swine had me from the first!

2nd Place
Vince Wheeler
High Point Enterprise
High Point
Collection of headlines
Great headlines to draw reader to the 
story!

3rd Place
Tony Castleberry
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Immaculate interception; Curry favored 
for MVP; It was all yellow

SPORTS ENTERPRISE 
WRITING
1st Place
Michael Lindsay
High Point Enterprise
High Point
Which path to choose?

2nd Place
Adam Smith
The Times-News
Burlington
Cost of business

3rd Place
Ronnie Woodward
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Play ball (maybe)

EDITORIAL PAGE
1st Place
Vince Wheeler
High Point Enterprise
High Point
Good page layout and design assists these well 
written opinion pieces. Thumbs up and down 
section improves clarity and helps the editorial 
reach more readers. 

2nd Place
Staff 
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Clean and clear editorial writing. 
I like the page title “Debate” and also the 
breakout topic and point. 

3rd Place
Mark Rutledge
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Good editorial writing.

First Place, General News Photography, Division E, by Mike Hensdill, 
Gaston Gazette, Gastonia



GENERAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
WEB SITES
1st Place
Staff 
Salisbury Post
Salisbury
www.SalisburyPost.com
Good organization and is presented in a 
format that is easy to read and inviting to the 
user.

2nd Place 
Staff 
The Times-News
Burlington
www.TheTimesNews.com
This site is proof that it is possible to have a 
clean, user-friendly website even if you are 
using a company’s cookie cutter template. This 
is well done. 

3rd Place 
Staff 
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
www.Reflector.com

APPEARANCE & DESIGN
1st Place
Staff 
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
This is a beautiful newspaper. Everything 
looks so clean, so refined. Art and additional 
story information make everything very visu-
ally interesting. Excellent use of white space 
throughout. Just wonderful.

2nd Place
Staff 
The Times-News
Burlington
Really engaging front page. I really like how 
the headlines look. 

3rd Place
Staff 
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Really great looking paper. I like that you aren’t 
afraid to have one image take up nearly an 
entire page. It defiantly pays off. 

SPORTS COVERAGE
1st Place
Staff 
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Sports coverage
Excellent sports section and loved the feature 
on Isaiah Whaley. Good local coverage to go 
along regional and national interests. 

2nd Place
Staff 
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Rally does in Rams; Rams rally to take 
series from Pirates
Solid mix of sports covered - right down to the 
little league kids.

3rd Place
Sports Staff
The Herald-Sun
Durham
Sports Coverage, March 21-22
Good use of strong pictures to go along with 
STAFF written content.

NEWS SECTION DESIGN
1st Place
Staff 
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Off-duty officer fatally shoots man; 
Former Reflector publisher dies

2nd Place
Staff 
Salisbury Post
Salisbury
Aug. 16 & 17 news sections

3rd Place
Staff 
The Daily Newsl
Jacksonville
News section

FEATURE SECTION DESIGN
1st Place
Staff
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Gazette Features Section
Crisp looking pages that are well organized. 
Good use of typography, color and photos to 
engage/entice the reader. Well done.
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• A sweep in Best Real Estate Ad
• A sweep in Best Use of Humor
• A sweep in Best Online Advertising
• A sweep in Headline writing
• Six photography awards
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BEST BETS FOR THE SANDHILLS — INSIDE, C2

Color
Section c
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2016

ild
Calendar: C3

Clubs: C5
religion: C8-9

BY DIANE WILTJER
Special to The Pilot

What’s your mood? Whimsical? 
Sentimental? High brow? Just plain 
tired?
   There’s a coloring book designed 

for you! 
   I roamed into the coloring craze through 
the back door. Last January, I decided it was 
time to cross “learn how to draw” off my 
bucket list. I signed up for a basic drawing 
class at the Artists League, a treasure that 
many people don’t realize offers classes in 
every medium for all levels. While taking this 
class, I discovered that it really didn’t matter 
to me whether my dogs looked like cats or 
whether my roses were similar to 
my tulips. I didn’t care enough to 
practice.

But, when I took classes where 
I was painting what other people 
had drawn — classes like wa-
tercolors, colored pencils, even 
calligraphy, I fell in love.

Ever aware that Grandma is 
coloring when she could be bak-
ing cookies, this Christmas my 
grandchildren gifted me with two 
beautiful coloring books to add 
to my stack: “The Time Garden” 
and “Inspired Coloring Flowers.”

“Garden” tells a story in words and in 
pictures. I’ve decided that I will gift my 
first-born great-grandchild with this book 
after I have personalized it with my coloring. 
(Thankfully, I’ve got indefinite lead time, 
since none of the grandchildren are even 
married yet.)

It used to be the other way around, of 
course. Coloring books were stocking 
stuffers we gave to our grandkids. Currently, 
amazon.com shows 16,266 adult coloring 

book titles and 23,126 for kids. We’re gaining 
— fast!

I read on Pinterest that this trend began 
in Europe a few years ago and has definite-
ly made its way west. Publisher’s Weekly 
reports that Johanna Basford, the designer 
of two whimsical coloring books, “Secret 
Garden” and “Enchanted Forest,” sold almost 

a million copies of these 
books in 2015.  According 
to Amazon, 69 new titles 
will be coming out soon.  
One of them will be 
Basford’s “Lost Ocean.”

What’s this child-to-
adult shift all about? 

Well, the kids have 
their electronics. We 
have the health and 
recreation experts on 
our side. They say any 
creative activity that one 
enjoys is beneficial.

In a study co-sponsored by the National 
Endowment for the Arts, researchers discov-
ered that “adults 65 or older who engaged 
in creative activities … had better overall 
health, made fewer visits to the doctor, used 
less medication and had fewer health prob-
lems than non-crafters.”

I asked my coloring cronies why they color.
“For fun” is the bottom line for most of 

us.  But words like “relax,” “de-stress” and 
“ward off boredom” are often mentioned. 

My friend Barb sums up her motivation by 
saying, “When I color, I just feel happier. I 
walk around the house with a smile on my 
face.” Ditto.

From animals to Zen and from Bible verses 
to paisleys, we would be hard-pressed to not 
find a topic we’re enthusiastic about. There 
are even books that feature master artists.

“Art Masterpieces to Color” is one of them. 
I like to think that Botticelli, Monet, Picasso 
and the others who are unwittingly part of 
this craze would be pleased to have their art 
introduced to the masses. 

Which brings us to the topic of what tools 
we colorists need. That’s another difference 
from the days of old-fashioned coloring. The 

tool of choice isn’t necessarily 
crayons. More often, colored 
pencils, watercolors, markers, 
acrylics, felt-tip pens and other 
media are used. Personally, I pre-
fer gel pens that offer variations 
of metallic, glittery or neon ef-
fects. Sometimes I use a variety 
of mediums on one drawing.

After almost a year of coloring 
the drawings of various artists, 
I’ve settled on Joanne Fink and 
Valentina Harper as my favor-
ites. Their renderings most often 
put together words and thoughts 
that I wish I would have come 

up with myself. So, sometimes I color them, 
frame them and give them to friends and 
family. 

If you try coloring, I hope you feel enriched 
by the process too!

Diane Wiltjer invites questions or com-
ments about coloring at TipsOnThriving@aol.
com. Ask her for her an “I Suggest…” cheat 
sheet.

adult coloring 
books take off

THE COUNTRY BOOKSHOP 
carries a widevariety of coloring 
books, as do other local stores 

where books are sold. 
INSET: TWO OF DIANE’S TOP SELECTIONS

w w w . t h e p i l o t . c o m

Print a 
free color-
ing page 
online, or 

design one 
like this at 
colorman-
dala.com
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OPINION
Five Agenda Items for 
the Coming Year
Here are some things we at 
The Pilot would like to see 
happen in 2016.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Our Nervous Breakdown
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

SANDHILLS SCENE
At ‘Roadshow,’ A Trove 
of Treasure, Information
Our intrepid writer gets a 
long-awaited appraisal.

SPORTS 
Semper Fi
Pinecrest’s Sean Pollard 
plays in all-star football 
game, televised tonight.
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BY DAVID SINCLAIR
Managing Editor

County leaders want residents to understand 
“what a quarter of a penny can do” when it 
comes to paying for building new schools.

Just before the holidays, the county launched 
an educational campaign for the March 15 ref-
erendum on a proposed quarter-cent increase in 
the sales tax that includes both online and print 
materials. The county’s newly redesigned web-
site prominently dis-
plays the education-
al campaign, which 
features the Moore 
County Schools logo.

“That is so people 
would make the con-
nection between the 
funding and the use 
of the money,” County 
Manager Wayne Vest 
said.

When the county 
commissioners voted 
in November to call 
for a referendum, 
they also unanimous-
ly passed a resolution 
stating that all of the 
revenues from the 
tax increase — esti-
mated at $2.2 million 
a year — would go to 
funding the school system’s building needs.

The additional revenues would enable the 
county to borrow money to pay for the top four 
projects on the school board’s priority list — 
an Advanced Career Center high school near 
Sandhills Community College and new elemen-
tary schools for the Aberdeen, Southern Pines 
and Whispering Pines/Vass areas. Together, the 
four projects would cost about $119.3 million.

School officials will update the commission-
ers on plans for those four projects during their 
Winter Summit on Jan. 7. The school board has 
bought land for the new elementary school in 
Aberdeen and has identified sites for the other 
two elementary schools. 

Sales Tax 
Campaign 
Launched
County Emphasizes 
School Funding Needs

We all lead finely balanced lives that 
can quickly teeter from success 
to failure with just one or two bad 
decisions. 

But the opposite is also true. We can create a 
good situation out of a bad one with just a cou-

ple good choices – and a little 
bit of luck. 

I kept thinking about that 
thin ice that we all skate upon 
as I pondered this annual re-
port to you about the perfor-
mance of your newspaper and 
its related companies. Folks 
keep predicting the end of 
print publishing. And, yet, we 
just keep growing your enter-
prise with a little luck and a 
couple of good decisions.

From being named the 
best community newspaper 
in America to our power-
ful coverage of the Moore 
County Schools’ upheaval last 

summer to our solid financial performance, it’s 
been a good year. 

Year’s Fortune 
Sets High Bar

David
Woronoff

Publisher

see WORONOFF, page A8

see TAX, page A5

“

“
We are just 
trying to get 

as much 
information out 
there as we can 
so people can 

make an 
informed 

decision. ... We 
just want the 
public to have 

the facts.

Wayne Vest
County Manager

Glenn’s Gallery

STAFF PICKS: As the New Year dawns, longtime 
Pilot Staff Photographer Glenn M. Sides shares 
some of his favorite feature photos from 2015

SEE THE YEAR’S TOP SHOTS — AND STORIES — AT THEPILOT.COM

From right, Elsie Rodriguez plays with her 12-week-old German shepherd, 
Sasha; Sawyer Frye plays his guitar on South East Broad Street in Southern Pines; 
Austin McDonald cools off after playing basketball in 90-degree weather.

Clockwise from bottom right, artist Scott Nurkin 
works on a mural honoring WWI pilot James 
McConnell; a group of young swimmers cool 
off at the Southern Pines Pool Park; Franklin 
Akins shows off a large bass he caught at 
Aberdeen Lake; revelers hang on to their hats 
at the Stoneybrook Steeplechase; a bewildered 
goose seeks a place to to swim on the frozen 
surface of Aberdeen Lake; John Taylor, of Vass, 
enjoys a fall afternoon with a giant bubble 
wand at the Southern Pines Downtown Park. 

An early jogger crosses the bridge at Southern Pines Reservoir park as the sun rises over the tree line.

BY JOHN LENTZ
Staff Writer

Spectators lined the streets of
Southern Pines Saturday morning for
the second annual Veterans Day
parade, marking the beginning of a
weekend of activities honoring the
nation’s military.

The event, called a “great success”
by promoters, featured traditional
parade favorites such as fire trucks,
Shriners in their miniature cars and
candy thrown to children from pass-
ing vehicles. But the overarching
theme to honor area veterans, partic-
ularly those from World War II,
moved many in its effort to recognize
those to whom most believe we owe so
much.

“It is great to have this opportunity
to show our respect and gratitude to
the veterans, particularly those from

World War II, “ said
school board member
Ed Dennison, himself
a 6-year Navy veter-
an. “There are veter-
ans riding in the
parade who are from
100-years old on
down. It is amazing.”

The parade fea-
tured 40 grand marshals, all veterans
of World War II and/or Korea who rep-
resented many of the conflicts of
those wars. As the vintage vehicles
carrying the veterans traveled down
Broad Street, master of ceremonies
Tom Bernett read their names and the
fronts in which they served. Pearl
Harbor, the Battle of the Bulge,
Omaha Beach, Normandy and Iwo
Jima were some of the names listed.

One such veteran was Jack
Heerema of Seven Lakes, who rode in
style in a chariot red 1962 MGA Mark
II driven by Leo Magiera of
Pinehurst.

“I served twice, from July 1944 until
September 1947, and again from
September 1950 until July 1951,” he
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SANDHILLS SCENE
Rising Through
The Ranks 
A grateful veteran
salutes the U.S. Army.

SPORTS
Pinecrest Rolls
Patriots knock off
Hoke County, prepare for
state playoffs next.

OPINION
An Eagle, a Birdie
A Double Bogey
A new village manager,
a smoothly run election,
and a ʻproperty wrong.ʼ

PUBLIC SPEAKING
A Heavy Heart
Readers share their views on
a number of current events.

BY TED M. NATT JR.
Staff Writer

McKenzie Road. Carolina Vista Drive.
Shaw Road. Pinewild Drive. Juniper Lake
Road.

The names of those streets have replaced
the numbers of each checkout stand at the
Lowes Foods in Olmsted Village under a
remodeling that will incorporate the gro-
cery store chain’s new rebranding cam-
paign.

Lowes Foods, the retail division of
Hickory-based Alex Lee Inc., plans to carry
the “local” theme throughout each of its 100
stores by offering more than 2,500 local
products for sale.

While work is under way in Taylortown,
it’s just a drop compared with what the gro-
cer is about to undergo locally. The company
has announced a plan to expand its Moore
County presence with a store in the new
Morganton Park South in Southern Pines.

BY TOM EMBREY
Senior Writer

It’s a clear, crisp, see-your-breath morning
at the Law Enforcement Gun Range in
Carthage. Dozens of individuals  — police
officers, veterinarians, vet techs and emer-
gency responders, along with volunteers —
are spread across the grounds involved in a
drill searching for an active shooter and
human and canine casualties.

They are taking part in a role-playing exer-
cise in a class that focuses on tactical combat
casualty care for working dogs.

“Prioritize,” urges Dr. Janice Baker as she
observes the organized chaos. “See the big
picture.”

Baker is a co-founder and co-owner of Vass-
based Veterinary Tactical Group, the organi-
zation hosting the two-day class.

As the 30-minute scenario winds down,
Baker offers an honest assessment of the
exercise.

BY DAVID SINCLAIR
Managing Editor

With all of the controversy surrounding
their animal control operations, Moore
County officials are now exploring the pos-
sibility of turning that function over to the
private sector.

County Manager Wayne Vest acknowl-
edged in an email to an animal advocate last
week that he is gathering information from
other counties that contract with outside
agencies for providing sheltering and place-
ment functions.

“This may be the ultimate direction
Moore County takes, but the decision will be

made with the benefit of
having as much accurate
information regarding pros
and cons as we can pro-
vide,” he said in an email to
Jim Truemper, a former
animal center volunteer,
who had lambasted the
commissioners at their Oct
21 meeting for not doing

enough about what he called “a huge
 problem” with the center.

That prompted Vest at the Nov. 3 commis-
sioners’ meeting to defend the accomplish-
ments of the animal center and new Animal
Operations Director Brenda Sears.

Truemper, who was not at that meeting,
responded back in an email last Wednesday
that he was “profoundly disappointed and
disgusted” by what happened, saying he
thought relations between a group of animal
center volunteers and the county would
improve after meeting separately with Vest
and Commissioner Nick Picerno last month
after that Oct. 21 meeting.

It was in the string of back-and-forth
emails that talk of exploring privatization of
animal operations came to light.

Picerno, reached by phone late Thursday,
said that he and Commissioner Randy
Saunders, who make up the board’s budget
task force, asked Vest to look into whether it
would be “feasible” to outsource animal

see SHELTER, page A9see VETERANS, page A2

Lowes Foods
To Anchor New
Project in SP

see LOWES, page A13 see TRAINING, page A12

WEEKEND TO REMEMBER Changes
Possible
At CenterPrivatization Of
Shelter in Review

PHOTOS BY BRANDI SWARMS/The Pilot

Southern Pines kicked off the Veterans Weekend in the Sandhills event Saturday with a parade
that brought thousands downtown to recognize and remember those who served. The parade
included marching bands, floats, dignitaries and a number of veterans.

Thousands
Attend SP
Veterans
Day Parade

Saving Man’s Best Friend
Training Instructs on Canine Emergencies

DAVID SINCLAIR/The Pilot

Laura Miller works on the “wound” of one of the role-players in the training exercise.

VEST

DENNISON

GUIDE
2015

SandhillsSandhills

GUIDE2015
SandhillsSandhills

Congratulations
to our award-winning staff!

2015 HIGHLIGHTS

2015 NCPA 
EDITORIAL AWARDS

7 First Place
4 Second Place

9 Third Place

2015 NCPA 
ADVERTISING AWARDS

10 First Place
8 Second Place

5 Third Place

910-692-7271  |  www.thepilot.com
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GENERAL NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Elizabeth Leland, Jonathan  
McFadden
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Gangs, murder tear at small town’s 
seams

2nd Place
Michael Gordon, Elizabeth Leland
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
One life gone, another unraveled

3rd Place
Martha Quillin
The News & Observer
Raleigh
Defined by their faith but no less 
American

DEADLINE NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Staff
The News & Observer
Raleigh
Fake-class schemed aided UNC players’ 
eligibility
Clearly the best entry. Difficult to decide which 
information had the most impact, but it’s hard to 
overlook the ethics professor’s complicity in this 
shameful episode. Very thorough reporting and 
clear writing. Well done.

2nd Place
David Perlmutt, Jane Wester, Joe 
Marusak
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
After tragedy, church embraces family

3rd Place
Taft Wireback
News & Record
Greensboro
Wireback Accident

ONLINE BREAKING NEWS
1st Place
Staff
The News & Observer
Raleigh
Chapel Hill killings reverberate around 
the world

2nd Place
Staff
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Chiquita exit raises questions

3rd Place
Sabian Warren, William Woody,  
John Boyle
Asheville Citizen-Times
Asheville
Breaking: Man charged in deaths has 
tie to Zebb Quinn case

NEWS FEATURE
1st Place
Margaret Moffett
News & Record
Greensboro
Bitter Blood

2nd Place
Pam Kelley
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
A traffic jam

3rd Place
Chick Jacobs
Fayetteville Observer
Fayetteville
Red Wolf Repopulation

FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Pam Kelley
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Welcome to Charlotte. Here’s a paper 
towel.

2nd Place
Mark Price
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Shelter in a shed

3rd Place
Dale Neal
Asheville Citizen-Times
Asheville
Box of lies: Rediscovered ballot box 
holds the votes in 1964 rigged moun-
tain election

PROFILE FEATURE
1st Place
Greg Barnes
Fayetteville Observer
Fayetteville
Tragedy and trauma
Great story. Told the whole story from his past 
to the present. Story was put together in such 
a way that I wanted to read more, like a novel, 
I wanted to keep reading to find out how it 
ended. 
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2nd Place
Michael Gordon
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
At key moment, CMPD eyes potential 
new chief
Great storytelling. Got a sense of the debate on 
the next chief and the situation for the hiring 
process. Great story to let readers know and 
feel what was going on. Great graphics on the 
background of the candidate in the box. Very 
balanced.
 
3rd Place
Michael Gordon
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
The law, race and Michael Greene
Great storytelling about a very controversial topic. 
Gave me an account of both sides of the hearing. 
Made me feel what the attorney felt. Puts me right 
there after the hearing but also gave me the back 
story of the attorney. Great use of adjectives.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
REPORTING
1st Place
Mark Washburn
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Some enchanted thieving
Interesting and well-packaged. I had this stack 
of contest entries at home and the top photo 
caught my 10-year-old daughter’s attention. 
She read the article—twice—and commented 
it should win...she’s right! (And, thanks to this, 
we now have a new vacation destination.) 

2nd Place
Dale Neal
Asheville Citizen-Times
Asheville
Serafina a Disney star in the making?
Very well written background on author, and 
atypical and personal book review.

3rd Place
Lawrence Toppman
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Mogul in training
Loved the lede! 

EDUCATION REPORTING
1st Place
Ann Doss Helms
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
After triumph and pain, Ford charts 
new path
Photo captions are captivating, captures the 
attention of the reader from the very begin-
ning and continues throughout the story. 
Makes one want to meet James Ford. 

2nd Place
Julie Ball
Asheville Citizen-Times
Asheville
Changing the grade
Informative, walks you through all the facts, 
good quotes and coverage on topic.

First Place, Sports Feature Photo, Division F, by Ethan Hyman,
News & Observer, Raleigh. 
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3rd Place
Catherine Pritchard
Fayetteville Observer
Fayetteville
A chance to succeed

NEWS ENTERPRISE
REPORTING
1st Place
Karen Garloch
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Transgender activist fought past loss, 
disapproval
My favorite part of this piece is how personal it 
felt. By the end of it, it was as if I knew Blake. I 
also appreciate how the writer used preferred 
pronouns of the victims. 

2nd Place
Staff
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Wes Kerrick trial
The straight-forward writing of this piece was 
something I greatly liked. It made the read 
easier. The graphics alongside the story also 
were liked. 

3rd Place
Fred Clasen-Kelly
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
The seconds before the shots
Great read. I like the addition of the mental 
health protocol. Great reporting, with good 
questions asked.  

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING
1st Place
Joseph Neff
News & Observer
Raleigh
State Employees Boss Busted
Really fine example of effective, focused in-
vestigative reporting with a positive outcome. 
Reporting on scandals involving non-profits is 
usually tedious at best, but this reporter’s hard 
work and tenacity let him overcome the obsta-
cles. I especially liked the emphasis on the role 
of non-profit boards and their all-too-frequent 
failure to provide appropriate oversight. 

2nd Place
Joe Gamm
News & Record
Greensboro
Police Involved Shootings

3rd Place
Ames Alexander, Fred Clasen-Kelly, 
Gavin Off
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Faulty death probes endanger N.C. 
babies

BUSINESS WRITING
1st Place
Caitlin Byrd
Asheville Citizen-Times
Asheville
Fighting chains
Detailed look at a local story and how it ties in 
nationally. Hits the emotional factors, as well 
as the business angles. 

2nd Place
Rick Rothacker
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
One time rising star moves on from 
banking
Maybe it’s just prurient interest, but I couldn’t 
stop reading. 

3rd Place
David Ranii
News & Observer
Raleigh
Single mom beats Lumber Liquidators
Takes a small case and ties it to a bigger pic-
ture (or shows how it might not have an effect 
there). Good local personality.

SPORTS NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Chip Alexander
News & Observer
Raleigh
A coach for the ages

2nd Place
Dan Kane, Jane Stancill, Andrew 
Carter
News & Observer
Raleigh
NCAA: UNC lacked institutional control

3rd Place
Michael Gordon, Joseph Person, 
Jonathan Jones
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Trial puts career on line

SPORTS FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Stephen Schramm, Bret Strelow
Fayetteville Observer
Fayetteville
Home courts

2nd Place
Ed Hardin
News & Record
Greensboro
Richard Petty

3rd Place
John Dell
Winston-Salem Journal
Winston-Salem
Linn family bonds through triathlons

GENERAL NEWS
PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Jeff Siner
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Tension follows Kerrick mistrial

2nd Place
Todd Sumlin
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Newton injures his back in wreck
.

3rd Place
Matt Born
StarNews
Wilmington
Surf

FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Scott Hoffman
News & Record
Raleigh
Oldest Boy Scout
From the blue in his eyes to the cut on his nose, 
every detail of this photo was brought out in 
spectacular fashion. Job well done

2nd Place
Robert Lahser
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
98 degrees
The detail able to be captured in this photo is 
outstanding. 

3rd Place
Andrew Dye
Winston-Salem Journal
Winston-Salem
Smoke Signals
Smoke can be challenging to capture, but the 
photographer pulled it off in a great fashion 
will all the details being crisp and in focus. A 
really nice photo.

SPORTS FEATURE PHOTO
1st Place
Ethan Hyman
News & Observer
Raleigh
No attention for the losing coach
A strong photo, that captures the agony of 
defeat. I love how you used the composition 
to put the coach in the center, and yet, he’s so 
alone.  It takes an eye to capture a moment 
like this. 

2nd Place
Jeff Siner
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Logano the toast of Daytona
This photo is striking. Love it. Great job captur-
ing the moment. 

3rd Place
Lauren Carroll
Winston-Salem Journal
Winston-Salem
Thousands throng downtown for third 
Cycling Classic
Love this image. I would have never thought of 
trying to capture someone thru the wheels of a 
bike race. You’ve given me my next challenge. 
Great image.

SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Matt Born
StarNews
Wilmington
Mud Run
In a category full of amazing photos with no 
fewer than a half dozen that could easily be 
winners, this one just keeps catching my eye 
everytime I look at it. From the detail and 
expression on her face to the mud flying up 
this photo is simply stunning.

2nd Place
Jeff Siner
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Newton, Panthers somersault to win 
over Texas
A truly amazing photo. 

3rd Place
David T. Foster III
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Benjamin completes touchdown recep-
tion
Great timing by the photographer to catch 
that “perfect shot.”

PHOTO PAGE
1st Place
Corey Lowenstein
News & Observer
Raleigh
Six brothers and a baby sister

2nd Place
David Rolfe
Winston-Salem Journal
Winston-Salem
Mercedes of Steam

3rd Place
Andrew Craft
Fayetteville Observer
Fayetteville
Showing off Army strong

DIVISION F                                                                               Daily newspapers over 35,000
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ILLUSTRATION/PHOTO
ILLUSTRATION
1st Place
Mariano Santillan
The Fayetteville Observer
Fayetteville
Fayetteville: Calamity City

2nd Place
Staff
Asheville Citizen-Times
Asheville
Does driver’s ed work in North  
Carolina?

3rd Place
Suzanne Schubert
The Fayetteville Observer
Fayetteville
Human trafficking

BEST VIDEO
1st Place
Todd Sumlin
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Revisiting the scene of Jonathan Fer-
rell’s death
This is an excellent example of the type of ini-
tiative reporting that is even handed. Editing 
of video, 911 call, police radio was excellent.

2nd Place
Raul R. Rubiera, Abbi O’Leary
Fayetteville Observer
Fayetteville
Keepers of History
Exceptional use of black and white to educate 
and entertain. This is a very good production.

3rd Place
Walt Unks
Winston-Salem Journal
Winston-Salem
Ashe County family grows tradition 
with maple syrup business
Great story telling, great interview and won-
derful photography.

MULTIMEDIA PROJECT
1st Place
Staff
News & Record
Greensboro
The Day the River Turned Gray
This story utilized all the elements well to ex-
plain a story. The way the videos and graphics 
were placed within the online story rather than 
as sidebars brought this package together for 
the reader. 

2nd Place
Staff 
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Wes Kerrick trial
Great job on a compelling story that ended 
with a hung jury. I liked how you kept the read-
ers wanting more with the broadcast TV style 
videos with the reporter being filmed on site. 

3rd Place
Staff
StarNews
Wilmington
Civil War
This was an ambitious project, and you found 
many creative ways to convey information about 
the Civil War. I applaud your fine efforts. 

EDITORIALS
1st Place
Jim Buchanan
Asheville Citizen-Times
Asheville
Collection of editorials
Insightful commentary, focused on issues that 
mattered to the local community.

2nd Place
Eric Frazier
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Collection of editorials
Entertaining and informative. Strong opinions 
on important matters.

3rd Place
Mick Scott
Winston-Salem Journal
Winston-Salem
What happened to following the law?
The editorial board pinpointed partisan issues 
and gave incisive commentary. 

LIGHTER COLUMNS
1st Place
Barry Saunders
News & Observer
Charlotte
Take this salary, Franklin, please
Saunders may well be the king of sarcasm. 
Very well written, compelling subject matter, 
taking on sacred cows (no offense, Mr. Gra-
ham). All in all, very well researched, thought-
ful pieces that provoke a grim laugh or two. 
Good stuff, as we say in the newsroom.

2nd Place
Josh Shaffer
News & Observer
Raleigh
Look! No Hands!
Just absolutely fascinating columns. Very well 
written thumbnail bios of extraordinarily in-
teresting, impressive people. It takes hard work 
and contacts in the community to dig them up. 
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3rd Place
Eric Frazier
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Collection of lighter columns
Good writing takes time, and clearly, Frazier 
put in the time on these.

SERIOUS COLUMNS
1st Place
Bruce Siceloff
News & Observer
Raleigh
Many Say N.C. Still Needs Driver’s Ed
Bruce Siceloff included some data-based 
journalism to provide context for his driver’s 
ed columns.

2nd Place
Karen Chavez
Asheville Citizen-Times
Asheville
Karen Chavez Pink October columns
Karen Chavez provided a keen insight into sur-
viving breast cancer.  She provides details into 
her surgery and treatment, but takes readers 
beyond the usual coverage. 

3rd Place
Myla Barnhardt
News & Record
Greensboro
Collection of columns
Myra Barnhardt’s columns make history live 
again.

SPORTS COLUMNS
1st Place
Ed Hardin
News & Record
Greensboro
Collection of columns

2nd Place
Tom Sorenson
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Collection of columns

3rd Place
Luke DeCock
News & Observer
Raleigh
Collection of columns

ELECTION/POLITICAL
REPORTING
1st Place
Richard Carver
Winston-Salem Journal
Winston-Salem
DHHS and Aldona Wos coverage
Eight in-depth stories that followed a hot state 
issue from the beginning to end. Nicely done. 
This series deserves first-place. 

3rd Place
Colin Campbell
News & Observer
Raleigh
N.C. Speaker Finds Allies In Democrats; 
Speaker earmarks money for district
Great reporting on Republican speaker need-
ing support of Democrats. Well-researched. 

HEADLINE WRITING
1st Place
Bobbie Burks
Fayetteville Observer
Fayetteville
Tradition Can’t Be Watered Down
Headlines with use of great photos are a draw 
in for sure!

2nd Place
John Staton
StarNews
Wilmington
Headlines
Clever use of words on these headlines.

3rd Place
Lamar Wilson
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Headlines

First Place, Feature Photography, Division F, by 
Scott Hoffmann, News & Record, Greensboro



SPORTS ENTERPRISE 
WRITING
1st Place
Brant Wilkerson-New
Winston-Salem Journal
Winston-Salem
Concussions and their impact on young 
athletes 
An excellent, thought-provoking look at 
concussions in youth sports that takes the 
attention from the NFL and puts it to use 
for parents of young athletes. This will raise 
awareness and make parents think, no matter 
which sport their children play.

2nd Place
Joseph Person
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Instant impact
A very moving story that brings humanity to 
celebrity.

3rd Place
Powell Latimer
News & Record
Greensboro
Latimer - Krzyzewski
Thorough look at what’s made Duke’s basket-
ball coach a legend

EDITORIAL PAGE
1st Place
Burgetta Eplin Wheeler, Ned Barnett, 
Jim Jenkins
News & Observer
Raleigh
Nice opinion writing, and the clean easy-to-
follow design helps readers find important points 
as they flow through the pages. The locally 
produced political cartoons are definitely worth 
noting. 

2nd Place
Doug Clark, Allen Johnson
News & Record
Greensboro
Great opinion writing, and clean page design 
as well.

3rd Place
Staff
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte

GENERAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
WEB SITES
1st Place
Staff 
News & Observer
Raleigh
www.NewsObserver.com

2nd Place
Staff 
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
www.CharlotteObserver.com

3rd Place
Staff 
Star News
Wilmington
www.StarNewsOnline.com

APPEARANCE & DESIGN
1st Place
Staff 
Fayetteville Observer
Fayetteville
The Civil War 150th anniversary; Seeds 
planted for revival of farming
The front page is lovely. It really grabs your at-
tention. I love the use of color, it’s subtle, but re-
ally pulls things together. Really great looking 
sports pages. I love the page with the coaches, 
really good use of white space. I don’t have a 
bad thing to say about the layout. Fantastic.

2nd Place
Staff 
StarNews
Wilmington
StarNews Jan. 1-2, 2015
Really clean looking front page. A sharp look-
ing paper overall. Solid layout.

3rd Place
Staff 
News & Record
Greensboro
Appearance and Design
I really love the full page photos on the front 
of the sports sections. Great layouts overall. I 
especially like the layout with the cauliflower.

SPORTS COVERAGE
1st Place
Staff
News & Record
Greensboro
Sports Coverage
Really like the dominate picture on the front, 
almost like a cover shot. And great pictures!

2nd Place
Staff
Fayetteville Observer
Fayetteville
NCAA basketball coverage

3rd Place
Staff 
News & Observer
Raleigh
N&O sports coverage
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NEWS SECTION DESIGN
1st Place
Staff 
StarNews
Wilmington

2nd Place
Staff 
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte

3rd Place
Staff
Fayetteville Observer
Fayetteville
Lemurs thrive at sanctuary; Swimming 
with sharks

FEATURE SECTION DESIGN
1st Place
Staff 
News & Observer
Raleigh
Jan 25, 26
OK. This is the design Olympics. The designer 
had way more real estate to cultivate than 
any other entry. That sounds great to have a 

blank canvas, but it’s another thing to keep the 
design flowing page after page. This Coach K 
nailed it. Exceptional work.

2nd Place
Suzanne Schubert, Gloria Holt
Fayetteville Observer
Fayetteville
Fresh is best; Women lead new video 
games
Beautiful. Wow. Stunning design that makes 
me want to keep seeing what’s next. Use of 
color is wonderful, and not just on the lead 
photos. I see it used in lists to help the reader 
navigate quickly. I also see great use of cutout 
photos. Great work.

3rd Place
Staff
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Feature Section Design
Really elegant design with great attention 
to detail on section covers and inside pages. 
Wonderful use of typography and white space. 
This designer is not afraid to try new things. 
Well done.
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NATURAL DISASTER STUDY

See 440TH, Page 4A

DEFENSE SPENDING
BILL

440th
protected
in final
version

By Drew Brooks
Military editor

Congress has agreed on a defense
spending bill, and that could bode well
for those trying to save Fort Bragg’s
440th Airlift Wing.

The 2016 National Defense Autho-
rization Act, long stalled in the leg-
islature, was reconciled Tuesday, ac-
cording to officials.

The final version of the bill in-
cludes an amendment from Sen.
Thom Tillis aimed at providing added
protection for the 440th, which the Air
Force plans to shutter next year.

Tillis said the agreement would
have no bearing on a possible govern-
ment shutdown, but said he was con-
fident leaders could come to an agree-
ment to prevent that from taking
place, as well.

The final version of the National De-
fense Authorization Act, which could
still face the threat of a veto from Pres-
ident Obama, was adapted from the
House and Senate versions and present-
ed by congressional leaders Tuesday af-
ternoon.

The amendment prohibits the
440th Airlift Wing’s C-130H cargo

FIGHT ON
CAPITOL HILL
Planned Parenthood President

Cecile Richards fends off
attacks from GOP critics.

INSIDE, 3A

! An amendment added by Sen.
Thom Tillis prevents the unit’s
cargo planes from being moved
from Fort Bragg unless several
military leaders approve.

See HOTEL TAX, Page 4A

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Lawmakers
reject
hotel tax
changes
By Steve DeVane and Paul
Woolverton
Staff writers

RALEIGH — Legislation that would
have given Cumberland County com-
missioners control of local hotel oc-
cupancy tax revenue was removed
from a bill at the General Assembly
on Tuesday, effectively killing the is-
sue until next year.

The legislation would have dis-
solved the county’s appointed
Tourism Development Authority,
which under current law controls
much of the revenue and spends most
of that on the local visitors bureau.
The legislation would have put all the
hotel tax revenue, $5.6 million, in the
hands of the commissioners.

The chairman of the Tourism Au-
thority and the head of the Fayet-
teville Area Convention and Visitors
Bureau said they hope to talk with
county officials about why they want
to take control of the hotel tax money
and hope to come up with a resolution
that benefits the county.

At the behest of the commissioners,

NORTHERN AFGHANISTAN

Taliban tighten their grip
on Kunduz despite U.S. strikes

See AFGHANISTAN, Page 4A

FAYETTEVILLE:
CALAMITYCITY

See DISASTER, Page 4A

When Carol Quigg was diagnosed with
breast cancer, her friends joined the fight.
We’ll share her story — and recognize
Breast Cancer Awareness Month — on a
pink front page in Thursday’s paper.

BETTER
TOGETHER

COMING THURSDAY

By Lynne O’Donnell
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — A
day after a strategic north-
ern city fell to the Taliban,
the insurgents fanned out in
full force Tuesday, closing
roads, throwing up check-
points and torching govern-
ment buildings as fearful
residents huddled indoors

amid signs a promised
Afghan counteroffensive was
faltering.

U.S. warplanes carried
out two airstrikes on Taliban
positions, but government
ground troops sent to try to
retake Kunduz, one of
Afghanistan’s wealthiest
cities, were stalled by road-
blocks and ambushes, unable
to move closer than about a

mile toward their target.
A NATO officer said

more airstrikes were unlike-
ly as “all the Taliban are in-
side the city and so are all
the people.”

His words suggested the
fight to retake the city would
involve painstaking street-by-
street fighting as government
forces try to avoid civilian ca-
sualties in retaking control.

Inside the city, residents
were stunned by the audacity

Staff photo illustration by Mariano Santillan

FAYETTE-FATALE
A look at where the Fayetteville metropolitan
area ranks in risk in the five natural
disaster categories compiled by RealtyTrac.:
Wildfire: Very high, nearly 20 percent of
the area at risk
Hurricane: Very high, six hurricanes
within 50 miles since 1950
Tornado: Very high, 58 tornadoes
category EF-2 or higher since 1950
Earthquake: Very low, no earthquakes
greater than 3.0 since 1950
Volcano: Nonexistent, no volcanic activity
in the past 225 million years or so.

By Chick Jacobs
Staff writer

H urricanes
hammer
Louisiana.
Molten lava
levels

Hawaii.
Bah! Amateurs! When it

comes to natural disaster,
you can’t top Fayetteville.

That’s the result of a
national study by the real
estate database

RealtyTrac. Using the 2015
Natural Disaster Housing
Risk Report as a starting
point, the website 24/7 Wall
St. compiled a list of the
most endangered
metropolitan areas.

Topping the list: the
Fayetteville metropolitan
area. A triple whammy of
fires, tornadoes and
hurricanes pushed the city
to the top.

“No other metro area is
at the highest level of risk

for three separate types of
major natural disasters,”
the report said.

All three have certainly
made their mark in
Fayetteville’s history. Most
of the town was destroyed
by fire in 1831. Hurricanes
Hazel (1954) and Fran
(1996) left millions in
debris and damage.

Most recently, tornadoes
raked the county in 2011,
killing two and damaging

YUM!
SOUP FOR SUPPER

FOOD & LIFE, 1C

! A NATO officer’s comments make it seem likely
retaking the city will involve on-the-ground fighting.

First Place, Illustration/Photo Illustration, Division F,
by Mariano Santillan, Fayetteville Observer

Continued p. 38



DIVISION O                                                                                        online-only publications
GENERAL NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Staff
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Drilling Pros: Jobs, Jobs, Jobs
This article speaks to me as a journalist from 
an impoverished, rural area.  Yet again, this 
article proves that the Press does and can 
have the ability to point out all positive facets 
of a situation to help bring about a positive 
economic change in its service area.

2nd Place
Staff
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Offshore Oil Series Begins
The ‘battle lines are drawn’ sub-header is 
an eye-catcher.  Such a sub-header helps to 
inform readers that there is oh so much more 
to come.

3rd Place
Staff
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Oil Money and Offshore Energy Policy
Political cronyism and political favors go 
hand-in-hand with PACs...especially big oil.  
Being from an oil/natural gas state, this article 
speaks to me in a manner of the newspaper 
saying, “Hey, guys, we’re watching!”  Checks 
and balances are very important, and this 
piece sheds light on that fact.

NEWS FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Catherine Kozak
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Woodpeckers Thrive at Rugged Preserve
I love how this story points out the “temporary” 
position of two entities who are trying desperately 
to help keep this preserve in tact for all manner of 
species, not just the woodpecker.  Love the easy 
“reading of the writing” of this story.  Very well 
written.

2nd Place
Frank Tursi
Coastal Review Online
Newport
The Good, the Bad & the Ugly of  
Drilling 
This story presented both sides as the title 
suggests.  The author also proves to the reader 
that he was there, simply by saying that “these 
folks were eating roast beef sandwiches.”  This 
proves that the author is a true part of the 
making of the story from start to -30-.

3rd Place
Frank Tursi
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Sea-Level Rise Redux
Obviously this story continues an “age old” 
styled problem regarding sea level. The story 
was presented factually in a straight-forward 
manner.

FEATURE WRITING 
1st Place
Pat Garber
Coastal Review Online
Newport
A Ringside Seat to an Ancient Ritual
Great story!  Love the background and histori-
cal, economic and environmental impact.  
From word 1 to -30-, I was entrenched.  Great 
writing and fantastic story!

2nd Place
Jared Lloyd
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Carolina Plague and Nags Head
Fantastic historical account with the added 
local lore and great photos.  Job well done.

3rd Place
Wanda Mukherjee
WakeForestToday
Wake Forest
War of Words
Nothing better than a great story about our lo-
cal school kids.  Well written in an easy-speak 
style.  Besides, great kids stories sell papers!  
Good job!

PROFILE FEATURE
1st Place
Catherine Kozak
Coastal Review Online
Newport
The Bear Lady: Her Life & Mysterious 
Death 
The headline on this one drew my attention 
immediately.  Very well written biopic.

2nd Place
Tess Malijenovsky
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Grandmother Kayaks from Maine to 
Guatemala 
Love this feature.  The definition of making 
one’s dream(s) come true.  Fantastic photo-
graphic work as well.

3rd Place
Catherine Kozak
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Coastal Sketch: Paul Sykes 
Very informative article on the life of someone 
who ‘walks the walk and talks the talk.’  Well 
written.

FEATURE WRITING
1st Place
Tess Malijenovsky
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Saltwater Intrusion Is Changing the 
Coast, Part 1

2nd Place
Tess Malijenovsky
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Saltwater Intrusion: The Parts You Can’t 
See (Part 3)

FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY
1st Place
Sam Bland
Coastal Review Online
Newport
The Birds of Raccoon Island

2ndPlace
Jared Lloyd
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Salt: The Great Equalizer

2nd Place
Sam Bland
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Moonrise at the Cape

SPORTS FEATURE PHOTO
1st Place
Wanda Mukherjee
WakeForestToday
Wake Forest
Heart of a Patriot

LIGHTER COLUMNS 
1st Place
Jesse Reck (Matt’s Dog)
WakeForestToday
Wake Forest
Catholic Guilt, What Happens at the 
Dog Park, Writing is Hard
Comedic, witty, yet serious.  Fantastic artistic 
touch to the stories.  Love it!

2nd Place
Stratton Parr
WakeForestToday
Wake Forest
50 Shades, You’re the Best, Breaking 
Bad
Whimsically funny with comedic headers.  
Enjoyed.

SERIOUS COLUMNS 
1st Place
Derek Maul
WakeForestToday
Wake Forest
Credibility in the News,  News Media: It 
all Boils Down to Us, How a Confirmed 
Chicken ...

SPORTS COLUMNS 
1st Place
Wanda Mukherjee
WakeForestToday
Wake Forest
Cougars will play. Cougars will over-
come. Cougars will persevere
I appreciate the love the writer has for the 
Cougars.  Makes memories flood back of my 
favorite sports teams.  Good work.

APPEARANCE & DESIGN
1st Place
Staff
Coastal Review Online
Newport
www.CoastalReview.org
The ease of navigation of stories allows users 
to quickly find which story or stories that are 
sought.

2nd Place
Staff
WakeForestToday
Wake Forest
www.WakeForestToday.com
The use of FLICKR and YouTube to enhance the 
visibility of the newspaper and its stories is a 
wonderful addition!

BEAT NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Trista Talton
Coastal Review Online
Newport
How Did Rocks End Up on the Beach?
Great beat report...it announces the problem 
and then seeks the proper answers in a very 
non-editorial styled fashion.

2nd Place
Kirk Ross
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Sandbags as Seawalls; Wetlands as Dry 
Lands
Very interesting article, especially since the use 
of sand bags is not necessary in my part of the 
country.  I found this feature headline pulling 
me to the article.  Great photos as well.

Continued p. 44
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DIVISION E cont.
2nd Place
Ross Chandler
Rocky Mount Telegram
Rocky Mount
Feature Section Design
Nice, clean layouts, especially the section 
fronts. The designer uses typography and 
white space well so that the pages do not ap-
pear cluttered or squeezed. 

3rd Place
Steve Cagle
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Garden getting out of control?; ‘Vaca-
tion in Iraq’
Nice, clean layouts. These pages make it easy 
for reader to navigate. 

BEST COMMUNITY  
COVERAGE
1st Place
Staff 
Hickory Daily Record
Hickory
Aug. 21 and Aug. 22

2nd Place
Staff
The Daily News
Jacksonville
The Daily News

3rd Place
Staff 
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Off duty officer fatally shoots man; Af-
fidavit reveals details in scam

SPECIAL SECTION
1st Place
Kenneth Fine, Megan Davis 
Goldsboro News-Argus
Goldsboro
Wings Over Wayne 2015
Outstanding section. Very thorough, excellent 
graphics. A very classy piece. 

2nd Place
Staff 
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Gazette Discover Gaston 2015
Love the county approach to the traditional 
community guide, but what really sets it apart 
are the personal profiles from each town. 
Great job. 

3rd Place
Staff 
The Herald-Sun
Durham
Everything Durham
Very comprehensive, and obviously very suc-
cessful financially. Covered the waterfront. 

BEST NICHE PUBLICATION
1st Place
Staff
Salisbury Post
Salisbury
Salisbury the Magazine, September 
2015 issue

2nd Place
Jane Hudson, Dana Gray
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
Make like a blogger

3rd Place
Jane Hudson, Dana Gray
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
A Pirate’s Life, Pee Dee’s daily routine

CITY/COUNTY 
GOVERNMENT REPORTING
1st Place
Michael Barrett
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Commissioners give themselves major 
perk
Great coverage of the issue. Use of info graph-
ics enhances the story’s impact as well as the 
photos. Good solid reporting.

2nd Place
Pat Kimbrough
High Point Enterprise
High Point
Forum flier draws heat
Good solid lead paragraphs and follow up ar-
ticles on the issue and those involved. Excellent 
reporting all around.

3rd Place
Lindell John Kay
Rocky Mount Telegram
Rocky Mount
Split school district stirs controversy
Good explanation of the issues at hand and 
follow up reporting.

BEAT NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Josh Bergeron
Salisbury Post
Salisbury
Coal ash contamination in Dukeville
Each story told a facet of the tale. Well ex-
ecuted, researched and produced. 

2nd Place
John Joyce
Goldsboro News-Argus
Goldsboro
Goldsboro Police Department Beat
Strong focus with police beat coverage. Well 
rounded and strong. The reporting was solid 
and on point. One of better new school style 
with old school substance.

3rd Place
Michael D. Abernethy
The Times-News
Burlington
Co-defendant hostile, has no remorse 
for murder 
Excellent single-story. Too many fantastic ele-
ments to pass up but was done in a solid way. 
Not sensational for the sake of it but a well 
connected narrative. Enjoyed.

BEAT FEATURE REPORTING
1st Place
Kim Grizzard
The Daily Reflector
Greenville
‘Vacation in Iraq’
Wonderful story!!  Loved the headline, defi-
nitely an eye-grabber. Well done!!

2nd Place
Sarah Willets
The Robesonian
Lumberton
In loving memory
Often times, we hear these tragic stories but 
don’t focus on the fact these are real people 
trying to move on from tragedy. Excellent 
portrayal of this tragic event.

3rd Place
Mark Wineka
Salisbury Post
Salisbury
For Salisbury, terrifying Stoneman’s 
Raid held a silver lining
Excellent story. In an area so rich in history, 
it is fun to read stories that continue to bring 
historical events to light.  We often forget these 
were real people doing amazing things. Well 
done.

BEST LEDE
1st Place
Jimmy Tomlin
High Point Enterprise
High Point
Jimmy Tomlin ledes
Unique, great ledes!

2nd Place
John McCann
The Herald-Sun
Durham
Coaches explore possibilities; Williams 
at controls for UNC;  ‘Silen’ Switzer l
Great ledes. Fun. Entertaining.

3rd Place
Nick Dumont
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Nick Dumont’s ledes
Striking and very engaging ledes indeed. 
Wonderful!
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BEST COMMUNITY  
COVERAGE
1st Place
Staff 
Asheville Citizen-Times
Asheville

2nd Place
Staff 
Winston-Salem Journal
Winston-Salem
August 15-16, 2015

3rd Place
Staff
News & Record
Greensboro

SPECIAL SECTION
1st Place
Staff
News & Record
Greensboro
The Day the River Turned Gray
Simply outstanding. The scope of the work is 
breathtaking. Easily the best in a tough divi-
sion. Congratulations! 

2nd Place
Staff 
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Living Here
Possibly the best of this type i’ve ever seen.

DIVISION F  cont

3rd Place
S. Jones, M. Spencer, H. DelaCourt, 
M. Alfrejd
StarNews
Wilmington
15 Under 15
What a unique idea - may have to steal it, 
which is of course the ultimate compliment. 
Saluting these future leaders is a wonderful 
public service.

BEST NICHE PUBLICATION
1st Place
Staff 
News & Observer
Raleigh
Walter magazine, September 2015
Beautiful cover! Great piece with solid, 
interesting stories, classic/clean design. Vivid 
photos.

2nd Place
Staff 
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Lake Norman: July 2015
Good design, few features, more briefs, great 
social photos.

Continued p. 42



Randolph Community College, 
where photographic excellence is a tradition.

CONGRATULATIONS  
TO OUR GRADUATES  

from Randolph Community College 
Photographic Technology Program!

Creating Opportunities. Changing Lives.
(336) 633-0200 • www.randolph.edu • www.northcarolinaphotographyschool.com

RCC Graduate Newspaper Place/Category
Janet Carter (team) The Free Press 1st/Illustration/Photo Illustration
Janet Carter The Free Press 3rd/Photography, Sports
Mark Dolejs The Daily Dispatch 1st/Photo Page
Mark Dolejs The Daily Dispatch 2nd/Photo Page
Laura Greene High Point Enterprise 1st/Photography, Feature
Abbi O’Leary (team) Fayetteville Observer 2nd/Best Video
Donnie Roberts The Dispatch 2nd/Best Video
Donnie Roberts The Dispatch 3rd/Best Video
Donnie Roberts The Dispatch 3rd/Sports Feature Photo
Todd Sumlin The Charlotte Observer 1st/Best Video
Todd Sumlin The Charlotte Observer 2nd/Photography, General News
Brandi Swarms The Pilot 1st/Photography, General News
Bernard Thomas The Herald-Sun 2nd/Sports Feature Photo

"Serving North Carolina's newspapers for over 45 years." 



SPECIAL AWARDS
Media and the Law Awards

Nondaily Newspaper Article
Renee Sloan

The State Port Pilot, Southport

Daily Newspaper Article
William R. Toler

The Richmond County Daily Journal, Rockingham

Best Series (daily or nondaily)
Joseph Neff

News & Observer

Henry Lee Weathers Freedom of Information Award

Under 20,000 circulation
Jason deBruyn

Triangle Business Journal
Raleigh

N.C.’s Win-Loss Record

Over 20,000 circulation
Staff

Gaston Gazetter
Gastonia

Behind Closed Doors

Public Notice Award

Community Newspapers
Emily Storrow

Wilkes Journal-Patriot, North Wilkesboro
Action on Hospital RFP is Expected

This is a well written and informative article about a relevant issues facing many 
communities across the country.

Daily Newspapers 
Julian March

StarNews, Wilmington
Grave Concerns

This is an interesting issue and hats off to the reporter for picking up on this. 
The story is well written and clearly struck a chord with readers.
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Duke University/Green-Rossiter Award for Distinguished
Newspaper Work in Higher Education

Daily Division
Jane Stancill, Lynn Bonner

News & Observer
Raleigh

 When the UNC system’s Board of Governors forced out respected system president Tom Ross last January, the reason given for the change was simply 
it was time for a “leadership transition.”  The board’s chairman also denied that politics had anything to do with the change, but rather than accept the 
“party line” and leave it at that, the News & Observer went to work. In the first 48 hours after the news broke, reporters Jane Stancill and Lynn Bonner 
interviewed a wide range of legislators, educators, consultants and others to provide readers with a clear glimpse of why this sudden move occurred. 

Most everyone interviewed agreed that politics was indeed behind the change. But the paper didn’t stop there. It filed a public records request seeking 
the emails of the board of governors, and the content of those emails confirmed what had been previously speculated. A great job of holding people 
accountable. The News & Observer’s entry also did a terrific job of providing the necessary context for other higher education stories, such as a new 

policy at UNC that students must “affirmatively agree” before engaging in sexual activity. Stancill’s story not only clearly outlined the new standard, but 
provided helpful historical context for the story, including how other colleges and universities were handling the matter. Stancill’s story about UNC 

receiving probation by an accreditation agency was another great example of providing the necessary context so readers can get some perspective on 
how big such a move is and how often it occurs. The story about Campbell University shows the benefits of a reporter knowing her beat well enough to 

spot interesting and important trends. And the feature story about a 50-year-old woman about to graduate from UNC and how she was inspired to 
complete her studies by the late UNC president William Friday was both touching and well told. All combined, this was an excellent entry. 

News & Observer readers are lucky to have such talented reporters covering higher education.

SPECIAL AWARDS

Congratulations	to	the	winners	of	the	
2015	North	Carolina	Press		
Association	Editorial	Awards	

7411 Old Branch Avenue 
Clinton, Maryland 20753 

301‐868‐7200 | 800‐638‐8791 
Email: media@walterry.com 

www.walterry.com 

Walterry Insurance Brokers has been insuring  
Community Newspapers and the Media since 1978. 



3rd Place
Staff
StarNews
Wilmington
Travel in the Carolinas
Gatehouse project. Great stories, photos. 
Clean but basic design. Like small tidbits of 
info throughout.

CITY/COUNTY 
GOVERNMENT REPORTING
1st Place
Steve Harrison
The Charlotte Obsever
Charlotte
Cannon and money

2nd Place
Joel Burgess 
Asheville Citizen-Times
Asheville
City Council geography: Does it  
matter?

3rd Place
Tim Funk, David Perlmutt
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Tension rises over county board prayer

BEAT NEWS REPORTING
1st Place
Fran Daniels
Winston-Salem Journal
Winston-Salem
Innovation as driving force
Found the series to be as innovative and di-
verse as all that falls under the story’s header 
of “Innovation.” Good packaging with art 
and graphics. Well done.

2nd Place
Richard Craver 
Winston-Salem Journal
Winston-Salem
Yadkin Valley Community Hospital 
shutdown
Solid and well-documented reporting of the 
situation with the hospital. Feel like I got a 
thorough insight into the issues. 
A top tier.

3rd Place
Bruce Henderson
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Old oak trees are tottering
Well put together package with photos, 
sidebars and graphs. Very pro.

DIVISION F  cont

Continued p. 44

Morgan Alfrejd, Matt Born (including photo pictured),  
Hannah DelaCourt, Sherry Jones, Matt Spencer,  
John Staton, and the news staff of the StarNews.

to the 2015 NCPA 
News, Editorial & 
Photojournalism 
Contest Winners

The North Carolina Bar Association
Congratulates the 2015 Recipients of the

NCBA Media and the Law Awards

Best Series
Joseph Neff 

The News & Observer 

Daily Newspaper Article
William R. Toler

Richmond County Daily Journal 

Nondaily Newspaper Article
Renee Sloan

The State Port Pilot



Community and public service AWARDS
COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS

1st Place
Staff
Hendersonville Lightning
Hendersonvlle
Alpine Woods
Great series. I enjoyed reading all the differ-
ent angles, and I felt it informed the readers 
well of the plight of the residents. Without it, 
residents may have never known what was 
actually going on in this community. It was 
impressive the paper  stayed with the story 
for six months, while still keeping the story 
fresh!

2nd Place
Staff
The Pilot
Southern Pines
School board seeks
resignation
The staff appeared to put their heart and soul 
into this story of what apparently many in 
their community perceived as an injustice. I 
imagine readers could not wait until the next 
print edition.

3rd Place
Staff
Cherokee Scout
Murphy
Scout sponsors political 
forums 
One of the jobs of a newspaper is to help 
its readers be informed voters, and I think 
this was a textbook example of it. They way 
the paper not only reported the forums, but 
played an intergral role in them, sets this 
newspaper apart.

   www.hendersonvillelightning.com Volume IV, Issue 22,     SEPT. 30 - OCT. 6,  2015      

Hendersonville     Mills River     Fletcher     Flat Rock     Laurel Park     Dana     Edneyville     Etowah     Horse Shoe     Green River     Saluda 

75 cents
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Lockdown
sets precedent
for crisis plan

New Alpine Woods owners are
‘focused on having a community’

By BILL MOSS
Lightning Editor

Seven months ago, sub-zero degree 
froze water lines at Alpine Woods re-
sort and left tenants with no running 
water for weeks. 

A month later, when the landlord 
had made no progress restoring wa-
ter service, officials with more than a 
dozen agencies sat down in a meeting 
room at the City Operations Center 
to figure out how to address the cri-
sis.

It’s been a long and bumpy road 
since then. 

Alpine Woods has survived two 
ownership changes, a lawsuit to have 
it declared a public nuisance, a series 
of small claims actions over housing 
code violations and a report docu-
menting hundreds of emergency calls 
for domestic violence, vicious dogs 
and drug use.

The next chapter could be the most 
promising one for tenants of the 80-
unit park on Old Sunset Hill Road off 
Howard Gap Road east of the Ingles 
on U.S. 64 East.

“It’s not perfect but we are working 
together to make it better,” City Man-
ager John Connet said. “Our interest 
all along was to make it safer and to 

protect the health and safety of the 
folks that live there. We know they 
should be in better shape as it relates 
to water and sewer. We’ve cleaned up 
a lot of the issues as it relates to un-
safe wiring and dangers to the people 
that were living there.”

The new owners, Jerry Conner and 
his wife and their daughter, Erika, say 
they’ve got a long list of repairs and 
improvements to make. They’ve al-
ready met with city and county build-
ing officials and plan to work closely 
with the sheriff ’s office on policing.

Susan Frady, the city’s code en-
forcement officer, said Conner had 
been cooperative in getting informa-
tion about housing code violations.

“He’s working with us and we’re 
certainly willing to work with him,” 
she said.

‘We’ve interacted with everybody’
A single mother of two children, 

Erika Conner was discharged from 
the Army as a sergeant in 2010 after 

See Alpine,  page 7

‘We are very focused on having 
a community. Just because 
you’re not making a lot of money 
doesn’t mean that you’re not a 
good person that’s trying to fix 
your life and that you don’t 
deserve a good place to live.’

Erika Conner
Property manager, Alpine Woods 

By BILL MOSS
Lightning Editor

The woman who carried a gun onto 
the campus of the Apple Valley Mid-
dle School on Thursday never became 
a shooter. She never even got into a 
school building.

But for several hours on Thursday, 
the Apple Valley and North Henderson 
High School community was cast into 
high anxiety. Provoked by social me-
dia rumors, parents streamed toward 
the Fruitland Road campus shared by 
the two schools.

“The last thing we want is con-
cerned, distraught folks getting into a 
situation that might be dangerous or 
volatile, which is really going to hinder 
our efforts,” Sheriff Charlie McDonald 
said.

In a somewhat spur-of-the-moment 
decision, McDonald ordered his com-
mand staff to open a crisis center at 
Ebenezer Baptist Church. The staging 
area allowed sheriff’s deputies to inter-
cept parents trying to reach the cam-
pus.

“Things went out on Facebook,” 

See Lockdown, page 35

1st Place
Staff
The Times-News
Burlington
Times-News fights to find 
out why superintendent 
‘resigned’ with $2000,000 
settlement

2nd Place
Michael Barrett, Staff
Gaston Gazette
Gastonia
Insurance perk for county 
commissioners spurs discon-
tent

2nd  Place
Staff
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Animal shelter, money and 
civil disobedience

1st Place
Bertrand M. Gutierrez, 
Arika Herron, John Railey
Winston-Salem Journal
Winston-Salem
Toxic Legacy

2nd Place
Joseph Neff
News & Observer
Raleigh
State Employees Boss Busted

3rd Place
Fred Clasen-Kelly, Doug 
Smith
The Charlotte Observer
Charlotte
Police secretly track  
cellphones

DAILY NEWSPAPERS
UNDER 25,000 CIRCULATION

DAILY NEWSPAPERS
OVER 25,000 CIRCULATION
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By Michael D. Abernethy  
and Chris Lavender

Times-News
mabernethy@thetimesnews.com
clavender@thetimesnews.com

A proposed amendment to the state constitu-
tion on ballots this November that would allow 
defendants to waive their right to a jury trial is 
drawing mixed reviews.

It’s not about what the amendment says. It’s 
what it doesn’t say.

The amendment would allow defendants in 
any non-capital case to waive their jury trials and 

have their cases 
decided solely by 
judges, after the 
judges consented 
to bench trials. 
District Court 
cases are already 
decided by bench 
trials. The amend-
ment would apply 
to cases in Supe-
rior Court.

Proponents of 
the amendment 
say it might im-
prove efficiency 
or save money. It 
would also give a 

defendant a choice other than accepting a plea 
agreement or taking a case before a jury.

Detractors say the measure could be used to 
pressure defendants and could lead to judge 
shopping.

A similar provision is available in all other 
states, but most other states require that pros-
ecutors consent to bench trials. North Carolina’s 
proposed amendment doesn’t include any pro-
vision that would give district attorneys a say in 
how Superior Court cases are tried.

That omission troubles some. Others, not so 
much.
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Weather: sunny and niceSTATE 

Elections officials say a state audit 
indicates that hundreds of people on 
North carolina voter rolls aren’t U.s. 
citizens — which would render them 
ineligible to vote. C2

rEgiOn 

At the paramount Theater on Saturday 
night, members of the community got 
together to raise money for cancer 
patients and remember a friend who 
left too soon. C1

SPOrTS

Coming off a tight 
one-run win in 
Game 3, the kansas 
city royals took 
the field Saturday 
night looking to put 
the san Francisco 
Giants in a big World series hole. B1

Struggling through an offensively challenged 
season, the Elon phoenix football team sought 
to turn things around Saturday with a home 
game against richmond. B1

ACCEnT, E1
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I-85/40 Exit 145
336-229-6901

www.nicholsdodge.com

2014 DODGE 
CHARGER SE

$18,990!
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For

against

Constitutional amendment 
providing that a person ac-
cused of any criminal offense 
for which the State is not 
seeking a sentence of death in 
Superior Court may, in writing 
or on the record in court and 
with the consent of the trial 
judge, waive the person’s right 
to a trial by jury.

Legal 
profession 
divided on 

amendment

See WaiVE jUry TriaL / Page a2

By Isaac Groves
Times-News

igroves@thetimesnews.com

Innovation sometimes has a dark 
side.

On Oct. 16 more than a dozen depu-
ties from the Alamance County Sher-
iff’s Office responded with vests and 
guns to an anonymous threat against 
Southern Alamance High School post-
ed on a social network called Yik Yak. 

The post was taken down quickly, 
and there was no incident beyond a 
“soft lockdown.” But law enforcement 
would have been negligent not to re-
spond.

Predators and bullies were a problem before the 
Internet and they got online back when dial-up con-
nections were still popular. 

Among the things that make it hard to keep track of 
online troublemakers now are the move from desk-
top computers to mobile devices like smart phones 

and tablets, and the constant rise of 
new social networks. After all, new 
opportunities to connect with peo-
ple are new opportunities to connect 
with the wrong people. And people 
will do and say things online they 
would not face to face or even on a 
nice, traceable telephone line.

“You have to stay ahead of the 
curve with social networks,” said Sgt. 
David Sykes, detective with the Ala-
mance County Sheriff’s Office over 
computer crimes and forensics. “It’s 
tough for me and I know it’s tough 
for parents. ... We’re always playing 

catch up.”
Sykes recommends parents take two precautions. 

Keep electronics out of bedrooms and know what 
their children are doing online.

“Those two things — 90 percent of the time — 

The underbelly of emerging social media sites can contain 
trapdoors for children and teens. Experts warn parents to know 

what your kids are doing online.

“Keep electronics out of bedrooms and know what [your] children are doing online. 
Those two things — 90 percent of the time — would have prevented most of the things kids 

get involved with.” — Sgt. DaviD SykeS, detective with the alamance county sheriff’s office

Bad

To LEarN morE
Broadview Middle 

School will host a child 
Internet safety program 
with a representative from 
the N.C. Department of 
Justice Nov. 5 at 6 p.m.

See BaD coNNEcTioNs / Page a2

Photo illustration by Scott 
Muthersbaugh / Times-News

connections

Proposal would let 
defendants waive trial by 
jury in non-capital cases

Times-News files lawsuit over access to Cox closed sessions
By Isaac Groves

Times-News
igroves@thetimesnews.com

GRAHAM — The Times-News Pub-
lishing Co. has filed suit against the Ala-
mance-Burlington Board of Education to 
get information about the resignation of 
former Alamance-Burlington School Sys-
tem Superintendent Lillie Cox.

The suit, filed by the Times-News’ at-
torney John Bussian, seeks minutes of the 

board’s closed session meetings and com-
munications among board members and 
between board members and Cox. 

The board typically discusses person-
nel matters in closed session to preserve 
employee confidentiality. However, state 
public records law requires that minutes 
of closed, secret board sessions be re-
leased essentially when the need for se-

crecy has passed, Bussian said.
On Oct. 6, according to the suit, the 

Times-News, through its attorneys, re-
quested closed session minutes related to 
Cox’s employment. The board did submit 
heavily redacted minutes. The suit claims 
the failure to produce unredacted min-
utes is improper under the state’s public 
records law. 

The suit contends the board has chosen 
not to release the minutes because it does 
not want to disclose their decision-mak-
ing to the public. Board members have 
said state laws require them not to discuss 
this type of personnel matter.

According to the suit, the Times-News’ 
attorneys and the board have differing 
views about the nature of the public re-
cords law, and intends the court to resolve 

Newspaper argues need for secrecy has passed

See FiLEs LaWsUiT / Page a2

a in theirsonG
HeaRts

With zest and harmony, 
celebration singers show 

that music touches everyone

BY BERTRAND M. GUTIERREZ and ARIKA HERRON
Winston-Salem Journal

As students walk up to Hanes and Lowrance
middle schools in northern Winston-Salem, a
loud buzzing noise follows them to the front door
of the building. It’s the sound of a very strong
pump, part of a $665,000 project financed by a
manufacturer across the street to clean up a large

plume of un-
d e r g r o u n d
toxic waste.

The plume
contains at
least one
c h e m i c a l
known to
cause cancer
and anoth-
er linked to
it. About 30

to 90 feet below the surface, the plume stretch-
es roughly a third of a mile. It stretches from
the source, a decades-old chemical dump, and
across the street under the joint school building
and its grounds. State environment regulators
have flagged the whole underground plume as
one of the worst hazardous waste sites in North
Carolina. Of the 531 hazardous waste sites on a
priority list kept by the N.C. Department of En-
vironment and Natural Resources, it is ranked

HEALTHY STARTSNOW
Join today, and that’swhat youpay.

During January, the date you become a member is also the amount you pay to join
($1on January1, and soon). Proratedmonthly fees apply. www.ymcanwnc.org • 3367778055

Deacons lose another heartbreaker / B1
COUPONS

WORTH

inside

$235
When is the best time to buy

TVs, toys and other items? / C1SUNDAY www.journalnow.comJan. 25, 2015 $2.00

They’ve
shot every

Super Bowl;
see their iconic

images / inside
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Tattoo Joe still has get-up,just needs way to go
Tattoo Joe
Crosson
plays his
harmonica
Friday in
Winston-
Salem.

ANDREW DYE/JOURNAL

The photographer, thor-
oughly a professional,
unpacked his gear

slowly.
Cameras, lights and a

stand, each with a specific
job to do, all laid out in the
dining room of an apart-
ment complex for senior
citizens.

One of the residents,
a slight, sprite of a man
named Joe Crosson, looked
on quietly, studying the

scene with the measured
curiosity of one who had
spent his life observing oth-
ers and learning how to

do things on his own. His
clothes were nondescript,
gray slacks and a long-
sleeved plaid shirt buttoned
to his chin. And when he
first spoke, his voice tended
toward the quiet side.

If not for a mane of long,
flowing white hair and an
unruly beard and mustache
that nearly obscured his
teeth, he might have gone
unnoticed.

Then the photographer

pointed a camera at him
and a flash went off. Cros-
son gripped his harmonica
and prepared to play a tune.
His eyes lit up, and a wide
smile creased his lined face.

Tattoo Joe — a man who
has at various times been
a fire-eater, tattoo artist,
snake-show operator,
musician, entrepreneur
and self-promoter — had
the floor.

Scott Sexton
ssexton@wsjournal.com

SEXTON, Page A8

Dispute over
minutes

keeps public
in the dark
Is nervousness about

liability in Smith’s conviction
keeping information secret?

City Council

BY MICHAEL HEWLETT
Winston-Salem Journal

More than three years ago, some mem-
bers of the Winston-Salem City Council
who appeared in favor of the city support-
ing Kalvin Michael Smith’s
federal appeal suddenly
changed their minds after
two closed-door meetings.

The public still doesn’t
know why.

And the public won’t
know for a considerable
amount of time because of
attorney-client privilege,
according to City Attorney Angela Car-
mon. That attorney-client privilege holds,
even though Smith’s federal appeals have
all been denied.

Smith, 43, is serving up to 29 years in
prison for the 1995 beating of Jill Marker,
an assistant manager at the Silk Plant For-
est store. The attack left Marker with se-
vere brain trauma. She now lives in Ohio
under 24-hour care. Smith has main-
tained his innocence, and the Winston-
Salem Journal published a 2004 series of
stories that raised questions about the
police investigation and prosecution.
Smith’s case is the most prominent allega-
tion of wrongful conviction since Darryl
Hunt was exonerated in 2004 for the 1984
murder of Deborah Sykes.

The city formed a Silk Plant Forest Citi-
zens Review Committee that concluded,
after 18 months, that the police investiga-
tion was botched.

“I think it’s in the public interest to
know why the city council never acted on
the report that its (citizens review) com-
mission prepared,” said Jim Coleman, one
of Smith’s attorneys and co-director of the
Wrongful Convictions Clinic at Duke.

Based on reporting from the Winston-
Salem Journal, council members Rob-
ert Clark, D.D. Adams, Molly Leight, Viv-
ian Burke and Wanda Merschel (who has
since stepped down) formed the major-
ity to reject the Truth Committee’s re-
quest. Council members James Taylor
and Derwin Montgomery wanted to sup-
port Smith’s appeal. Council member Dan
Besse would have supported the idea that
the city does not oppose Smith’s appeal.

Smith

ANDREW DYE/JOURNAL

A trailer behind Lowrance Middle School sits on top of contaminated groundwater in the location where the new school is
proposed to be built.

ANDREW DYE/JOURNAL

Kaba Ilco, a locking-product manufacturer, sits across the street from Lowrance Middle School. The trailer on the right
houses a pumping system for treating contaminated groundwater.

On Facebook
What do you think of the
city’s decision to keep secret

the minutes of the council’s discussion of
Kalvin Michael Smith’s appeal? Tell us at
Facebook.com/WinstonSalemJournal.

DISPUTE, Page A7

Toxic legacy
Schools sit atop contaminated earth

FORSYTH COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

Bassick-Sack circa 1940

Questions about health risks,
testing raise concerns

TOXIC, Page A6
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DIVISION B cont.
2nd Place
Jessi Stone
Smoky Mountain News
Waynesville
Fry Street fiasco 
Good lead paragraphs, especially in the 
second story. Explains the issue clearly.

3rd Place
Tammy Grubb
Chapel Hill News
Chapel Hill
Fire, EMS working better together

BEAT NEWS REPORTING 
PUBLICATION
1st Place
Mary Ann Enloe
The Mountaineer
Waynesville
County ‘bored’ meetings
Who would have thought that a story titled 
”County board meetings can sometimes be 
mundane” would be an engaging story? 
Mary Ann Enlow created a new form of 
alternative storytelling that turned a routine 
board meeting into an engaging story. 
KUDOS! 

2nd Place
John H. Tucker 
Indy Weekr
Durham
Courts, Cops, and Crime
This series of stories tells the good and the 
bad of both sides of the police use of force is-
sue. John Tucker gives the details that are all 
too often missing from the police blotter.

3rd Place
Becky Johnson
Smoky Mountain News
Waynesville
The baby war: OB practices tussle over 
turf
As some of the few remaining newspaper 
advertisers, hospitals are notoriously hard to 
report honestly on. Kudos to Becky Johnson 
and the Smoky Mountain News for objec-
tively reporting on a hospital turf war.

BEAT FEATURE REPORTING
1st Place
Carrie Eidson, Aiyanna Sezak-Blatt, 
Jordan Foltz
Mountain Xpress
Asheville
Who are the new farmers?
I like these pieces very much. Farmers have 
such unique perspectives and telling their 
stories are so important. Well done, bringing 
these stories to light.

2nd Place
Thom O’Hearn
Mountain Xpress
Asheville
Life in her boots: Stepping into the 
brewhouse with Asheville’s women 
brewers
It is fascinating to see women break down 
the barriers of occupations always thought of 
as men’s work. Very well done.

3rd Place
Becky Johnson
Smoky Mountain News
Waynesville
Blue-collar mill finds salvation in 
yuppy coffee drinkers
Nicely done.

BEST LEDE
1st Place
Holly Kayes
Smoky Mountain News
Waynesville

2nd Place
Trevor Normile 
Duplin Times
Kenansville

BEAT FEATURE REPORTING
1st Place
Lisa Boykin Batts
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Virtual tour gives glimpse of dementia
What a great idea and creatively presented!! 
Kudos on this story!!

2nd Place
Lisa Boykin Batts
The Wilson Times
Wilson
‘More blessings than we can count’
Love this story, very creative!! Well done!!

3rd Place
Olivia Neeley
The Wilson Times
Wilson
Stakes are High
Wonderful story!! Well done!!

BEST LEDE
1st Place
William R. Toler
Richmond County Daily Journal
Rockingham
Hamlet or Whoville, Rebel Reese, 
Medical Marijuana
Best lede in the category indeed!

DIVISION D cont.

BEAT FEATURE REPORTING
1st Place
Chick Jacobs
Fayetteville Observer
Fayetteville
Solder’s remains come home
An excellent job of portraying the emotions 
of the story but doing it tactfully. Well done!! 

2nd Place
Amanda Dolasinski 
Fayetteville Observer
Fayetteville
Airman hostage 
Excellent investigative journalism in this piece.  

3rd Place
Mike Cronin
Asheville Citizen-Times
Asheville
Not leasing: Low-wage earners scour 
rental landscape
These are the types of stories that need to be 
done.  Well done.

BEST LEDE
1st Place
Arika Herron
Winston-Salem Journal
Winston-Salem
Thanks -- and shopping
Great, fun lede!!!

2nd Place
Richard M. Barron
News & Record
Greensboro
Dick Barron Ledes
Humorous, witty and fun!

3rd Place
Jeff Mills
News & Record
Greensboro
Jeff Mills Best Ledes
Clever!

DIVISION F cont.

2nd Place
Beth De Bona
Times-News
Hendersonville
Quest for Harmony
Wonderful, descriptive lede!

3rd Place
Wes Wolfe
The Free Press
Kinston
Ledes from Wes Wolfe
Unique, witty and entertaining ledes!

DIVISION O cont.
3rd Place
Mark Hibbs
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Panel: Seismic Effects Still Unclear
Extremely informative piece on the effects of 
marine wildlife.  Such unique questions can 
be derived from the excellent reporting style.  
Great job on quotes from the scientific com-
munity.  Very interesting project but even 
better reporting.

BEAT FEATURE REPORTING
1st Place
Tess Malijenovsky
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Taking the Pulse of the Coast
I love this article.  It’s a ‘heart-wrencher’.  The 
reporter has gone back to the basics of ‘Vox 
Pop,’ i.e., ‘The People Speak.”  Great photos 
and great story!  And the sentiments of the 
people are still echoing in my head.

2nd Place
Catherine Kozak 
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Necessary Risk or Needless Threat? 
This pulse of the minds of the extension of the 
NC coast is very well documented and written, 
with very properly placed editorial opinions.  
Great job.

3rd Place
Catherine Kozak
Coastal Review Online
Newport
Banks Communities: Staking a  
Position
I like the government angle on this piece.  It 
gives the public the pulse of one’s elected of-
ficials, i.e., “Are they really thinking like I do?”  
Well written.



It’s what we do!

www.charlotteobserver.com

CONGRATULATIONS!
We’re proud of the journalists at The Charlotte Observer and the McClatchy Publishing Center in Charlotte, who won 40 awards this year from the North Carolina 
Press Association. It’s the 19th consecutive year in which we’ve won at least 20 awards from the NCPA. More importantly, it continues a tradition of journalism 
that not only distinguishes The Charlotte Observer and CharlotteObserver.com, but also connects day after day with our communities and readers. 

scene of Jonathan Ferrell’s death
Steve Harrison: City/County Govt Reporting, 
Cannon and money

Michael Gordon: Profile Feature, At key 
moment, CMPD eyes potential new chief
Sta�: News Enterprise Reporting,
Wes Kerrick trial
Rick Rothacker: Business Writing, One time 
rising star moves on from banking
Todd Sumlin: Photography, General News, 
Newton injures his back in wreck
Robert Lahser: Photography, Feature,
98 degrees
Je� Siner: Sport Feature Photo, Logano the 
toast of Daytona
Je� Siner: Photography, Sports, Newton, 
Panthers somersault to win over Texas
Sta�: Best Multimedia Project,
Wes Kerrick trial
Eric Frazier: Editorials

Elizabeth Leland, Jonathan McFadden: 
General News Reporting, Gangs murder tear 
at small town’s seams
Pam Kelley: Feature Writing, Welcome to 
Charlotte. Here’s a paper towel
Mark Washburn: Arts and Entertainment 
Reporting, Some enchanted thieving
Ann Doss Helms: Education Reporting, 
After triumph and pain, Ford charts new path
Karen Garloch: News Enterprise Reporting, 
Transgender activist fought past loss, 
disapproval
Je� Siner: Photography, General News, 
Tension follows Kerrick trial
Todd Sumlin: Best Video, Revisiting the 

Michael Gordon, Elizabeth Leland: General 
News Reporting, One life gone, another 
unraveled
David Perlmutt, Jane Wester, Joe Marusak: 
Deadline News Reporting, After tragedy, church 
embraces family
Sta�: Online Breaking News Coverage, 
Chiquita exit raises questions
Pam Kelley: News Feature Writing,
A tra�c jam
Mark Price: Feature Writing, Shelter in a shed

Michael Gordon: Profile Feature, The law, 
race and Michael Greene
Lawrence Toppman: Arts and 
Entertainment Reporting, Mogul in training
Fred Clasen-Kelly: News Enterprise 
Reporting, The seconds before the shots

Ames Alexander, Fred Clasen-Kelly, 
Gavin O�: Investigative Reporting, Faulty 
death probes endanger N.C. babies
Michael Gordon, Joseph Person, 
Jonathan Jones: Sports News Reporting, 
Trial puts career on line
David T. Foster III: Photography, Sports, 
Benjamin completes touchdown reception
Eric Frazier: Lighter Columns
Lamar Wilson: Headline Writing
Sta�: Editorial Page
Sta�: Feature Section Design 
Tim Funk, David Perlmutt: City/County 
Govt Reporting, Tension rises over county 
board prayer
Bruce Henderson: Beat News Reporting, 
Old oak trees are tottering

• F I RSTS

 •SECONDS

•TH IRDS

Tom Sorensen: Sports Columns
Sta�: General Excellence for Web, 
CharlotteObserver.com
Sta�: News Section Design
Sta�: Special Section, Living Here
Sta�: Best Niche Publication, Lake Norman 
magazine, July 2015
Joseph Person: Sports Enterprise Writing, 
Instant impact
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27. Gavin O� 28. Hope Paasch 29. Cleve R. Wootson 30. John Arwood 31. Tim Funk 32. Katie Coleman

33. Caroline Portillo 34. Sarah Crosland 35. Mike Reader 36. Ames Alexander 37. Tracie Sta�ord 38. Sergio Tovar



The Fayetteville Observer, celebrating its 200th anniversary  
of publication, continues its winning tradition. 

Congratulations to our staff, winners of 15 awards in this 
year’s NCPA News, Editorial and Photojournalism Contest. 
They make The Fayetteville Observer and fayobserver.com  
the place to go for news    — and much more.

FIRST PLACE
Profile feature, Greg Barnes
Sports feature writing, Stephen Schramm, Bret Strelow
Illustration/photo illustration, Mariano Santillan
Headline writing, Bobbie Burks
Appearance and design, Staff
Beat feature reporting, Chick Jacobs

SECOND PLACE
Best video, Raul R. Rubiera, Abbi O’Leary
Sports coverage, Staff
Feature section design, Suzanne Schubert, Gloria Holt
Beat feature reporting, Amanda Dolasinski

THIRD PLACE
News feature writing, Chick Jacobs
Education reporting, Catherine Pritchard
Photo page, Andrew Craft
Illustration/photo illustration, Suzanne Schubert
News section design, Staff

We salute our winners

Supporting the transformation of news 
organizations and emerging community 
news sites through applied research focusing 
on media sustainability and innovative news 
and digital product solutions.

mj.unc.edu/cislm

For more information:
Pamela Evans
(919) 962-4085
pjevans@email.unc.edu

Supported by a four-year grant from the 
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation.

Center for Innovation and Sustainability in Local Media



An innovative master’s 
degree in digital media 
delivered online by 
the acclaimed UNC 
School of Media and 
Journalism 

The MATC is a 30-credit, online program that allows working 
professionals to advance their educations while maintaining their 
work and family responsibilities. At commencement, 88 percent of 
graduates reported a new job or increased salary that they directly 
attributed to the MATC.

matc.mj.unc.edu

Congratulations  to our staff!
31 AWARDS IN THE 2015 

NC PRESS ASSOCIATION CONTESTS
Best Advertising Awards
FIRST PLACE
• Black & White Institutional Ad
• Use of Color
• Innovative Concept/Wild Card
• Retail Ad in a Niche Publication
• Shared Page in a Niche 

Publication - Community Only

SECOND PLACE
• Motor Vehicle Ad
• Innovative Concept/Wild Card
• Small Ad
• Real Estate Ad in a Niche Publication
• Restaurant/Entertainment Ad in a Niche Publication

THIRD PLACE
• Food Ad
• Home Furnishings/Appliances Ad
• Black & White Institutional Ad
• Newspaper Promotion
• Small Ad
• Niche Publication
• Real Estate Ad in a Niche Publication

News, Editorial and 
Photojournalism Awards
FIRST PLACE
• Arts and Entertainment Reporting
• Education Reporting
• Election/Political Reporting
• City/County Government Reporting
• Best Lede

SECOND PLACE
• General News Reporting
• News Enterprise Reporting
• Lighter Columns
• General Excellence for Newspaper 

Websites - Newspapers Only
• Best Niche Publication
• City/County Government Reporting

THIRD PLACE
• Investigative Reporting
• Beat News Reporting
• Beat Feature Reporting



The News & Observer
1st Place, deadline news reporting - dailies only, “Fake-class scheme aided UNC players’ eligibility,” Staff
1st Place, online breaking news coverage, “Chapel Hill killings reverberate around the world,” Staff
1st Place, investigative reporting, “State employees boss busted,” Joseph Neff
1st Place, sports news reporting, “A coach for the ages,” Chip Alexander
1st Place, sports feature photo, “No attention for the losing coach,” Ethan Hyman
1st Place, photo page, “Six brothers and a baby sister,” Corey Lowenstein
1st Place, lighter columns, “Take this salary, Franklin Graham, please,” Barry Saunders
1st Place, serious columns, Road Worrier, Bruce Siceloff
1st Place, editorial page, Burgetta Eplin Wheeler, Ned Barnett, Jim Jenkins
1st Place, general excellence for newspaper websites - newspapers only, Staff
1st Place, feature section design - dailies only, January 25 & 26, Staff
2nd Place, sports news reporting, “NCAA: UNC lacked institutional control,” Dan Kane, Jane Stancill & Andrew Carter
2nd Place, lighter columns, “Look! No Hands!” Josh Shaffer
3rd Place, general news reporting, “Defined by their faith but no less American,” Martha Quillin
3rd Place, business writing - dailies only, “Single mom beats Lumber Liquidators,” David Ranii
3rd Place, sports columns, Luke DeCock
3rd Place, sports coverage - newspapers only, Staff
3rd Place, election/political reporting, “N.C. speaker finds allies in democrats; Speaker earmarks money for district,” Colin Campbell

The Cary News 
1st Place, serious columns, Jessica Banov
2nd Place, sports enterprise writing, “RailHawks owner indicted,” J. Mike Blake & Andrew Kenney
3rd Place, news feature writing, “A journey to help others,” Paul A. Specht 
3rd Place, sports enterprise writing, “Conferences prohibit games against non-public schools,” J. Mike Blake

Chapel Hill News
2nd Place, profile feature, “ Hope, 6,000 miles from home,” Tammy Grubb
2nd Place, photography feature, “Good day for a gallop,” Mark Schultz
3rd Place, city/county government reporting, “Fire, EMS working better together,” Tammy Grubb

Garner-Cleveland Record
1st Place, sports news reporting, “2015 NCHSAA 4A State Boys Basketball Champions,” D. Clay Best
1st Place, best video, “Racing Johnny Dutch,” Jonathan Alexander
3rd Place, election/political reporting, “Garner: Cut early voting site,” Jonathan Alexander 

The Durham News
3rd Place, arts and entertainment reporting, “The summer of love,” Sarah M. Albers
3rd Place, sports feature writing, “Wheel power,” Mark Schultz
 
Eastern Wake News
2nd Place, best video, “Surprise marriage proposal a success,” Johnny Whitfield
2nd Place, editorials, “Missteps abound... Missed opportunity... Matter of maturity,” Johnny Whitfield

North Raleigh News
3rd Place, general news reporting, “Head injury preceded death,” Mechelle Hankerson 

Southwest Wake News
3rd Place, profile feature, “Making military history,” Will Doran

Walter Magazine
1st Place, best niche publication, September 2015 issue, Staff

Jobs well done
The News & Observer Publishing Company is proud to salute the 
journalists recognized by the NCPA for their excellent work.

Fake-class scheme aided
UNC players’ eligibility

e Staff, students question

administration about credibility. 5A
e Report: Roy Williams expressed

concerns about classes. 1B e School won’t add self-sanctions,

athletics director says. 1B

a Online: Read the full report or key excerpts, watch the news conference and video reaction, see photos and read previous coverage at nando.com/uncscandal.
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No early voting sites
on many campuses

RALEIGH The state’s new voting

law disqualifies some Triangle

college campuses, includingN.C.

State and Duke, from hosting

early voting sites. 2A

State gives update
on Ebola preparation

RALEIGH State health officials

say they are constantly updating

protocols for dealing with the vi-

rus, although North Carolina has

not yet had a suspected case. 2A

Insurer says health
law rates will rise

CHAPEL HILL Blue Cross and Blue

Shield says rates under the fed-

eral health law, the Affordable

Care Act, will increase 13.5 per-

cent on average next year. 10A

TV ad prompts Hagan
campaign warning

RALEIGH Attorneys for Sen. Kay Hagan

warn TV stations in the state not to air

an ad produced by a conservative sup-

er PAC about federal stimulus money

her husband’s company received. 3A

Triangle&N.C.

Inside
CanadashootingGunman killssoldier, stormsParliament inOttawa. 9A

ADRIAN WYLD - AP

A system of no-show classes pushed by aca-

demic counselors for athletes and employed by

coaches eager to keep players eligible at UNC-

Chapel Hill produced an “inexcusable betrayal

of our values,” Chancellor Carol Folt said

Wednesday.The latest investigation into a long-running

academic scandal laid bare the stresses of trying

to compete in revenue-pro-

ducing sports whilemaintain-

ing the academic standards of

the nation’s oldest public uni-

versity, which has for decades

taken pride in winning “the

Carolina Way.”The report, produced by a

team of lawyers led by former

federal prosecutor Kenneth

Wainstein, said the bogus

classes were hatched by a

manager in theDepartment ofAfrican andAfro-

American studies, Deborah Crowder, who had a

rough time as a student and whowanted to help

others, particularly athletes. Shewas enabled by

her boss, Julius Nyang’oro, a department chair

seeminglymore interested in consulting abroad

than running his shop.
The report showed counselors sending stu-

dent-athletes to the bogus classes, which re-

quired only a paper and no classroom attend-

ance. It showed football coaches worried about

what might happen when the classes disap-

peared. And it showed a leader of the faculty,

ROBERT WILLETT - rwillett@newsobserver.com

Kenneth Wainstein presents the report from his investigation into academic fraud at

UNC-Chapel Hill. The report details how the fake-class scheme emerged over years.

Folt: Newreport shows‘betrayal’

YARD SALE!
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50% Off Zone 2 Tickets to Enjoy The Nutcracker at Carolina Ballet! $35.13 for $69.39 value

CHAPEL HILL After four years,

two chancellors, two athletic direc-

tors, three football coaches and two

NCAA investigations (one ongoing

and newly fueled with ammuni-

tion), finally there are some real an-

swers at North Carolina.
It wasn’t independent investiga-

tor Kenneth Wainstein’s presenta-

tion of the breadth and depth of the

phony classes that really hit home

Wednesday, impressive and stag-

gering as it was.It was Chancellor Carol Folt’s

apology afterward, a long-awaited,

comprehensive institutional mea

culpa that acknowledged the “shad-

ow curriculum” that existed for al-

most two decades on campus and

the collective failure to stop it.

“If we don’t fully accept the

responsibility, wewill not be able to

move forward,” Folt said.
“So that’s what we’re talking

about today.”Six words: Phony classes to keep

athletes eligible.That’s the dirty truth. There’s no

way around it now, no “everyone

else is doing it” justification. Not

easy classes. Completely phony

classes with plagiarized papers

graded by a secretary for the ex-

CommentaryLuke DeCock

Finally,answersat UNC

North Carolina’s football program

had become so dependent on Debo-

rah Crowder, the former manager of

UNC’s African and Afro-American

Studiesdepartment, andheruseof ir-

regular classes to keep a stream of

players academically eligible over 18

years that her retirement in 2009

caused a panic among the program’s

academic counselors.
Two academic counselors ham-

mered home that point in a Power-

Point presentation to the coaching

staff, including former head coach

Butch Davis. Their intent was to

provide a “clear warning” and “ring

the alarm bell” for what the paper

classes had meant.
In that presentation, football

counselor Beth Bridger prepared a

slide titled “What was part of the

solution in the past?” that enumer-

ated the value of the paper classes.

The slide read:“We put them in classes that met

degree requirements in which:

m They didn’t go to class

m They didn’t take notes, have to

stay awakem They didn’t have to meet with

professors

ROBERT WILLETT - NEWS & OBSERVER FILE PHOTO

In the report,former UNCfootball coachButch Davissaid he didn’tremember apresentationby academiccounselorsand he did notrealize thepaper classeswere “sobereft ofacademicrigor.”

Football program benefited for years

2009 retirement
caused panic among

academic counselorsBy Joe Giglio
jgiglio@newsobserver.com

By Dan Kaneand Jane Stancill
dkane@newsobserver.com

jstancill@newsobserver.com
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Emerging Issues unfold
at Convention Center

N.C. State’s Institute for Emerging

Issues observes its 30th anniver-

sary 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday and

8 a.m.-2:15 p.m. Tuesday, with a

theme of Innovation Reconstruct-

ed. Speakers at the event at Ra-

leigh Convention Center, 500 Salis-

bury St., will include Gov. Pat

McCrory, State Treasurer Janet

Cowell, SAS CEO Jim Goodnight

and Sepi Saidi, CEO of Sepi Engi-

neering. Visit iei.ncsu.eduMarine faces trial
at Camp LejeuneA Marine who van-

ished in Iraq and
later wound up in
Lebanon faces trial
more than a de-
cade after the case

began. Cpl. Wassef Hassoun’s trial

on desertion accusations starts

Monday atCampLejeune.Defense

attorneys maintain he was kid-

napped in 2004 by insurgents and

that later he became tangled up in

Lebanese courts.WakeUp Wake County
holds annual meeting

WakeUPWake County holds its an-

nual meeting at 7 p.m. Thursday at

the Junior LeagueCenter forCom-

munity Leadership, 711 Hillsbor-

ough St., Raleigh. Members will

discuss concepts of a better pub-

lic transit system for Wake County

and will present awards to civic

leaders and volunteers. For more

information, visit www.wakeup

wakecounty.org.
UNC Board members
to be nominated

The state House Committee on

University Board of Governors

Nominating will meet on Tuesday,

15 minutes after the end of the

day’s session, in room1228/1327 of

the Legislative Building. Electing

members to the UNC Board of

Governors is the sole agenda item.

Members of the 32-member

board are appointed by the state

House and Senate.
Colorectal cancer

in focus on Thursday
Government officials and cancer

authorities will appear starting at

10 a.m. Thursday at the American

Cancer Society Raleigh office for a

forum on colorectal cancer. Pre-

senters include Dr. Aldona Wos of

the state Department of Health

and Human Services and Dr. Rich-

ard Wender of the American Can-

cer Society. The event is at 8300

Health Park, Suite 10, Raleigh.

Feel the love Saturday
with Erykah Badu

R&B songstress Erykah Badu will

be in town for a Valentine’s Day

show Saturday night at Durham

Performing Arts Center. Badu is

not only a singer-songwriter, but

also a moviemaker and activist.

See dpacnc.com for details.

This week

ARTHUR MOLA - INVISION/AP

Erykah Badu performs during

the “A Celebration Of Music In

Film” concert at the 2015 Sun-

dance Film Festival.

CHAPEL HILL It hardly bears

repeating that Dean Smith was a

man of principles, taking on segregation, nucle-

ar weapons and the shot clock without regard to

any criticism, warranted or baseless, that might

come his way.Therewas onemomentwhenSmith,whodied

Saturday night at 83, had to choose between

principles, when a lifetime of devotion to liberal

and progressive causes came into conflict with

perhaps the only thing he treasured more: the

people around him.
Smith chose loyalty.
Not to anybody one might expect, not Bill

Guthridge or RoyWilliams, not Charlie Scott or

James Worthy or Michael Jordan. It was a self-

proclaimed “terrible player” who appeared in

only nine games in two seasons, scoring a single

point, the fringest of fringe players.

When former Charlotte Mayor Richard Vin-

root came to Smith in 2000 to ask for his

For Smith,loyalty meanteverything

Former North Carolina basket-

ball coach Dean Smith, who had a

Hall of Fame career, was beloved by

his players and became one of the

nation’s most revered sports fig-

ures, died Saturday evening in

Chapel Hill, according to a state-

ment released by the university.

Smith, who had been in declining

health the past few years, was 83.

“Coach Dean Smith passed away

peacefully the evening of February

7 at his home in Chapel Hill, and

surrounded by his wife and five

children,” the Smith family said in a

statement. “We are grateful for all

the thoughts and prayers, and ap-

preciate the continued respect for

our privacy as arrangements are

made available to the public. Thank

you.”
Smith retired in October 1997 as

the winningest men’s basketball

coach in NCAA Division I history,

having passed former Kentucky

coach Adolph Rupp. That distinc-

tion now is held by Duke coach

Mike Krzyzewski, who remem-

bered Smith on Sunday as a coach,

teacher and role model for his play-

ers.
“I am incredibly saddened to hear

of the passing of coach Dean

Smith.” Krzyzewski said in a state-

ment. “We have lost amanwho can-

not be replaced. He was one of a

kind and the sport of basketball lost

one of its true pillars.
“Dean possessed one of the great-

est basketball minds, and was a

magnificent teacher and tactician.

While building an elite program at

North Carolina, he was clearly

ahead of his time in dealingwith so-

cial issues,” he said. “However, his

greatest gift was his unique ability

to teach what it takes to become a

goodman. That was easy for him to

do because he was a great man him-

self.”
UNC coach Roy Williams once

was an assistant on Smith’s staff.

With Smith’s urging, Williams left

to be the head coach at Kansas. Lat-

er, Smith helped coax Williams

back to UNC, where Williams

SCOTT SHARPE - NEWS & OBSERVER FILE PHOTO

UNC coach Dean Smith directs the Tar Heels during a game in the Smith Center. Center Eric Montross

is in the background, and former player and assistant coach Phil Ford is at right.

SEE LEGENDARY, PAGE 8A

By Chip Alexander
calexander@newsobserver.com

A coach for the ages
UNC’s legendary Dean Smith dies at 83

ROBERT WILLETT - rwillett@newsobserver.com

Michael Jordan and Roy Williams sit on either side of coach Dean Smith before an alumni

game on Sept. 4, 2009, in the Smith Center.

DEAN SMITH 1931-2015

The UNC familyRememberingtheir teacherand mentor. 1B

Luke DeCockWins were justa small part ofSmith’s legacy. 1B

Respect at N.C. State‘He was a greatcoach, but a he wasa better man.’ 4B

Former rivals at DukeMuch more to theUNC coach thanbasketball. 5B

See our full coverage of Dean Smith's

career at nando.com/deansmith. See

more photos at nando.com/uncpics and

video coverage at nando.com/video.

INSIDE

ONLINE

Key career stats

879-254Record in 36 seasons
at UNC. Retired with
most Division I wins,

now is No. 4.

23ConsecutiveNCAA tournament
appearances, a
record (1975-97)

13
ACCtournamenttitles

11
NCAAFinal Fourappearances

2
NCAAchampionships(1982 and 1993)

SEE DECOCK, PAGE 9A

CommentaryLuke DeCock
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GARNER No, it was not a dream. For the first time in school

history the Garner Trojans boy’s basketball team took home the

title and can now call themselves the best in the state.

Garner won for the 28th time in 29 tries this season and com-

pleted its run to the first state boys basketball championship in

school history with a 70-64 victory over Charlotte Ardrey Kell in

the NCHSAA 4A Finals before a crowd estimated by some at

6,000 Saturday night in the Smith Center in Chapel Hill.

It wasn’t easy, but the Trojans sure made it look that way. The Knights

had been riding a 27-game winning streak before they were struck down

by the Trojans, who led for all but nine seconds of the game.

Garner senior point guard Julius Barnes was named the game’s MVP

and sophomore Thomas Allen was the Trojans’ Most Outstanding Per-

former award winner.
The gamewas played before a lively, mainly Garner-based, crowd. After

the post-championship dog pile at midcourt, Garner’s players made a

point to celebrate with their student cheering section, numbering in the

hundreds, which stood and cheered the entire night in what has been

described as one of themost raucous crowds ever at a state championship.

Garner was led by alum Eddie Gray, who was hoisted on two of his

players shoulders’ during the post-game championship trophy celebra-

tion.
The state championship is Garner’s fourth in school history. The

2014-15 boys basketball team joins the 1978 baseball and girls basketball

teams and the 1987 football team as the only Trojan squads to reach the

pinnacle of their sport.

THE BEST IN THE STATE!

Garner senior point guard Julius Barnes, the Most Valuable Player of the NCHSAA 4A Boys Basketball State Championship game, cele-

brates after being lifted by Garner assistant coach Kent Bloms.

DEAN STRICKLAND - newsobserver.com
GARNER TROJANS WIN 4A BOY’S BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

From staff reports

InsideHow they won: Complete game coverage. 5A

Game by game: Here’s how the Trojans reached the state title. 6A

GARNER Michael Gammon

has been hired as the budget and

special projects manager, the

town announced Friday after-

noon.

Gammon wi l l
succeed Jamie Lu-
dov i c , who re -
signed last month.
Gammon has been
a Managemen t
Fellow with the
town since last
June. When Lu-

dovic left on maternity leave last

year, Gammon said, he was able

to fill in for her and help finish up

the 2014-15 budget. He will now

take the lead in the budget pro-

cess.
The budget and special pro-

jects manager prepares the

town’s annual budget and analyz-

es it throughout the year, track-

ing expenditures. He will also

lead the internal audit process

and look for efficiencies in the

town’s departments. His salary

will be $52,458.“Michael is very well-qualified

for this role, and we are excited

for him to join our team,” Town

Manager Hardin Watkins said in

a press release. “We are in the

middle of our budget preparation

Garnerhiresbudgetleader
Town hires from

Management FellowBy Jonathan M. Alexander

jalexander@newsobserver.com

SEE GAMMON, PAGE 3A

Gammon

GARNER Hunter Leslie got the

ball and dribbled up the court. With

a man guarding him, he performed a

crossover dribble between his legs

from left to right and shot it.

The ball went in.
The students watching the game

roared. Hunter, who has Down

syndrome, turned back around,

strutted up court with a slight

smile on his face and high-fived his

teammates.About 300 students filled the gym-

nasium at Garner Magnet High

School on Friday morning, before

Saturday’s NCHSA state champion-

ship game between Garner (27-1)

and Charlotte’s Ardrey Kell (28-1).

But this celebration was not

about the Garner High boys’ bas-

ketball team. It was about the spe-

cial education students being able

to show their school spirit and

show off their hoop skills against a

team of their classmates.
“Well, we got 99 points,” Hunter

said afterward. “They got eight

points, and my team won.”

He said he learned his moves

from a friend. His favorite player is

Michael Jordan because he played

for the Tar Heels.This is the fifth year for the

March Madness basketball skills

event for adapted physical educa-

tion students. Each year, the adapt-

ed PE students get to play a basket-

ball game against their classmates,

who serve as volunteers.
The adapted PE teacher Jane

House was the referee, and she

provided an assist here and there

for her students.House said Hunter was the one

Garner special ed students show off skills
They step into spotlight

on eve of championshipgame

JONATHAN M. ALEXANDER - jalexander@newsobserver.com

Shawn Williams (right) steals the ball from the defender and tries to

race down court with Hunter Leslie (left)

By Jonathan M. Alexander

jalexander@newsobserver.com

SEE BASKETBALL, PAGE 3A

GARNER Not even an endor-

sement on social media from

Scott McCreery could propel

Garner to a win in the Home-

town Showdown competition.

Fuquay-Varina bested Garner

in the opening round of the social

media contest sponsored by the

N.C. League of Municipalities.

Facebook users were asked to

like pictures that represented

each town in the bracket-style

competition.Garner’s picture was its Veter-

ans Memorial in White Deer

Park during sunset. Fuquay-Vari-

na’s picture was the town’s first

post office, built in 1902.
Thirty-two teams competed in

a game, where the photowith the

most likes after a week advances

to the next round.Despite Garner’s photo being

one of the most liked in the com-

petition, it was never really close.

After the first couple of days, Fu-

F-V slowsGarner inHometownShowdownMarch Madness-like
run ends early

By Jonathan M. Alexander

jalexander@newsobserver.com

SEE SHOWDOWN, PAGE 3A
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