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It’ll be a different sports year for us all across the state
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com
When sports stopped in March, I was
heartbroken.
I did not know when I would cover another
game in 2020.
Today, I could not be happier, and it is thanks
to the hard work of Que Tucker and the entire
North Carolina High School Athletic Association
staff – there is a plan to have a high school
sports season for the 2020-2021 school year.
For me, that means plenty of nights in the
gymnasiums and on the fields, and good conversations with coaches and athletes after games.
This year, the Fall Sports Preview will look
different – it will be called – ready for it – the
All Sports Preview.
The sports calendar will also look different
– fall, winter, and spring seasons will be mixed
up between November and June. Cross-country
and volleyball start with practices on Wednesday, Nov. 4, while baseball, women’s tennis,
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track and field, and wrestling end with games
on Friday, June 11. A majority of programs will
play a maximum of 14 games in the abbreviated seasons, and most teams will participate
in two contests per week – football being the
lone sport with one game per week. Schedule
specifics are not yet decided upon, but there are
rumors of conference-only slates.
I spent some time at Mayo Lake Park
getting to know Roxboro Community School
cross-country’s first-year head coach, Tanya
Kelleher, and we chatted about how excited she
is for the upcoming season. This is her first year
coaching a team at any level – be sure to give
her a warm welcome to Bulldog athletics if you
see her at a meet.
I met with Amanda Ramirez at Person
High School volleyball workouts, and Hayden
Rigsbee at RCS workouts. If you find another
coach who is happier about there being a
sports season than Ramirez, let me know. After
speaking with her during workouts, I could feel
the excitement in her voice. Rocket volleyball
has a chance to do some major damage with

a senior-heavy class, and Ramirez wants her
players to be able to experience that.
Rigsbee is in year two of leading Bulldog
volleyball, and she is thankful to be back with
a strong group of girls. Rigsbee is a coach who
has the respect of her players – and it should
translate into another successful season on the
court for the experience-heavy Bulldogs.
I sat down with Joey Carroll for 40 minutes
to talk about the upcoming Person football
season, and let me tell you, that was a good
conversation – one of my most memorable
coach-to-sports editor chats. Though Carroll
noted the possibility of not having a football
season, we spoke extensively about what could
be with a year under Carroll’s belt and the large
number of returning players. It looks like he will
now have a season – those summer workouts
will come in handy.
I spoke with Les Puryear after RCS women’s
golf workouts – he will enter his first year
coaching the team, and have three golfers to
work with – Antasia Jeffers, Kaitlyn Phillips,
and Robin Puryear. The plus to only having
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three golfers, Puryear told me, is this – they will
each play every match.
I met RCS men’s soccer first-year head
coach Chad Lawson, and he cannot wait to see
what this season will bring. With him comes
assistant coach Ryan Duffy and several players
from the middle school team, which won their
conference championship against Voyager
Academy. The new few years will be instrumental for the future for Bulldog soccer.
I conducted phone interviews with every
other coach – some of whom I had not seen
since sports halted. Keegan Storrs is excited to
keep building up the RCS men’s tennis program,
Michael Ferrell knows how instrumental this
year can be in setting the tone for Person
softball, and David Oakley wants to see how his
players will respond for Bulldog lacrosse.
The upcoming sports year will not be the
same – it will be different. I cannot wait to see
our athletes play the sports they love in just a
few short months.
Welcome back, sports fans – this year is
going to be good.
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Experience leads Rocket football into the new season
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

It sometimes takes a little time for a
new coach to learn his team.
With a year under his belt, Person
High School varsity football coach Joey
Carroll has an idea of what to expect in
the upcoming season.
“You can really feel that culture
starting to be established – you can
really see it grab hold,” Carroll said.
“It’s obviously been kind of slowed
with everything that’s been going on
since March, and we’ve still got a ways
to go, but the kids are starting to buy in
– they’re starting to see.”
The Rockets had mixed results
in Carroll’s first season. They went
winless to start the 2019 campaign with
losses to Jordan, Northern Durham,
Riverside and Halifax County – before
coming out of the bye week with a 36-12
win against Morehead to open conference play.
“In a year like we had last year –
first year, transition – you have to
make decisions like, ‘Are we going to
focus primarily on the here and now,
or are we going to focus on the good
of the program moving forward and
the future,’” Carroll asked. “Some of
the things we had to do last year were
based on what’s going to be good for the
future of the program.”
After dropping three straight against
Mid-State Conference heavyweights
Eastern Alamance, Western Alamance and Northern Guilford, Person
rebounded to win two out of its last
three games, blanking McMichael 48-0
and delivering Rocket fans a 27-9 win on
senior night, before falling to Northeast
Guilford in the season finale.
“The last part of the year, you could
see some of the results of some of the
things we were doing,” Carroll said.
“We were really looking forward to
rolling right into that this year. I think
we’ll get to see what their resilience is
like – ‘Are we mentally tough, can we go
through this and bounce back? How are
we going to handle it?’ I think our kids
will be able to do it.”
As the Rockets prepare for the
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Preston Carr (44), A.J. Terrell (20) and Aaron Ward (21) are expected to be top defensive players for the Rockets this season.
eventual return of football, players and
coaches resumed summer workouts in
mid-June while several other schools
could not start until a later date, due
to restrictions placed by the various
school districts.
“Initially, the most important thing,
honestly, was just the kids being able to
get back together,” Carroll said. “For
them to be able to get our of the house,
come to the school, and be able to get
back to a sense of normalcy – I think
that was the biggest thing. Another big
thing is being able to get re-acclimated
to the heat, being outside. Those are
huge parts of it.”

Replacing some key parts
The Rocket receiving corps will
have a brand-new look in 2020 – Trey
Lunsford, Dre Newman, and Jalen
Smith are all gone.
Lunsford led Person in all-purpose
yards (931), receiving yards (788), and

receiving touchdowns (10). Lunsford
also set a Rocket football record in his
senior season with five consecutive
100-yard receiving games and tied
another with seven straight games with
a touchdown reception.
Newman was right behind Lunsford,
racking up 801 all-purpose yards and
582 receiving yards. Jalen Smith was
the number three receiver, totaling 322
yards in 10 games. Carroll is also tasked
with helping re-shape the trenches with
linemen Aaron Piper, Mercel Smith,
Exxavier Thompson, and Marcus Vincent are all graduating.
“Receiving-wise, it’s important to
know that you can’t ever replace somebody,” Carroll said. “There’ll never be
another Trey Lunsford, there’ll never
be another Marcus Vincent. We’ve got
some very capable kids that did some
good things last year. Somebody’s going
to try and fill those shoes.”
The return of Jailin Smith, Kentrayle
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Holloway, Da’Shaun Brown, and A.J.
Terrell give Person several players who
can step up and create instant offense.
“Jailin Smith, he’s going to have to
take on more of an offensive role,” Carroll said. “Kentrayle Holloway, he’s a
running back, but when he’s not on the
field at running back, Da’Shaun Brown
is in there. If Kentrayle can go, we can
get him out there and get him out in
space with some guys. A.J. Terrell is
going to be a guy who should be on the
field. He’s going to have pull double-duty to get quarterback work in, and the
inside receiver, the slot position.”
Preston Barker, Tristan O’Briant
and Zak Lieske are among a group of
players expected to vie for snaps along
the offensive line.
“We’ve got some guys up that we’re
excited about up front,” Carroll said.
“Their potential is high with them
See Football, Page 7
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Three things to watch
The Rockets will rise
if...
Quarterback Ridge
Clayton has another
big year and the rushing attack stays strong.
Clayton topped the 2,000yard mark in passing
last season, and looks to
improve upon that mark
with three returning
playmakers in Kentrayle
Holloway, Aquowne Terrell and Jailin Smith.
Da’shaun Brown and
Holloway combined for
669 yards on the ground
last year. Both will be
key factors in 2020 as the
Rockets look to create
an even more-balanced
offensive attack in 2020.

The Rockets will fall
if...
The receiving corps
and lines fail to step up.
Although Person only
graduated 10 seniors last
year, but that included
the top three receivers,
who totaled almost 1,700
yards combined.
Holloway was the
Rockets’ fourth-leading
receiver in 2019 with 158
yards, and he could be
asked to take a big leap.
Terrell (133) and Smith

(115) were the only other
Person receivers with
100 yards.
Preston Carr returns to the defensive
line, but Aaron Piper,
Mercel Smith, Exxavier
Thompson and Marcus
Vincent all graduated,
leaving the Rockets
with four holes. Carroll
could use a combination of Sincere Johnson, Dashawn Oakley,
Justin Weaver, and
Steven Victoriano while
pulling guys up from
junior varsity.

Keep an eye out for...
The abbreviated
season. There will be no
easing into the season
as Person will only be
able to play its foes in
the always-tough MidState Conference.
Five teams from the
conference made the
state playoffs last year
– Eastern Alamance,
Northeast Guilford,
Western Alamance,
Northern Guilford and
Morehead. With only
seven games on the
schedule in this traditionally-loaded conference, there is no room
for error.
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PHOTO

Person’s Kentrayle
Holloway eludes a
tackler during a game
last season. Holloway
is a top returner on
both sides of the ball
for the Rocket
football team.
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FOOTBALL
Continued from Page 4
being in the system for a year already.
That might be the factor that determines how good we can be. That’s
where we’re unproven with the guys
coming back.”

Seniors look to play big role
Defensive end Preston Carr looks
to finish his high school career on a
strong note.
Carr, who committed to Navy in July,
racked up 91 total tackles and 9.5 sacks
in his junior season, leading Person in
both categories.
The Rockets’ All-Conference defensive end is expected to be a key part of a
defense looking to help lead the Rockets
to the state playoffs for the first time
since 2016.
“He does a really good job for us,”
Carroll said. “Just excited about his
future here and (at Navy).”
Ridge Clayton returns to quarterback the up-tempo Rocket offense, after
throwing for 2,172 yards, 20 touchdowns
and 10 interceptions in his first full
season as a starter.
“You have to have success on early
downs – you have to be able to get into
that rhythm,” Carroll said. “A lot of the
time, that’s what held us up last year.
The other part of it is, we had guys
playing offense and defense. You start
trying to go too fast, you’re going to
wear yourself out. We’re trying to get to
where that’s not an issue.”
Brown and Holloway are heading the
Person rushing attack in 2020 – Brown
led the Rockets with 359 rushing yards
in 2019, while Holloway finished a close
second with 310 yards.
“We didn’t really find any kind
of running game until game four
or five, to really speak of,” Carroll
said. “De’Shaun did a really good job,
Kentrayle did a really good job for us
as well. The thing about Kentrayle, he
has to play defensively just about every
snap. He has to balance and find that
line of how much can he handle offensively. I think our ground game should
be much improved.”
Brown and Holloway are also key
parts of the Rocket defense – Brown a
middle linebacker, and Holloway the
starting free safety.
2020

Brown racked up 65 tackles in his
junior season, second behind only
Preston Carr, while Holloway finished
fourth on the team with 55 tackles and
deflected two passes to go along with a
forced fumble.
“Our best players are going to have
an offensive and defensive position,”
Carroll said. “I believe in that and
always will.”

Looking for consistency
When Person won games last year,
they won big.
In its three 2019 wins, the Rockets
beat Morehead 36-12, McMichael 48-0,
and Rockingham County 27-9. Person
recorded at least 350 yards in each of
those victories.
In their losses, the Rockets only
topped 300 yards once – a 301-yard performance against Western Alamance
on Oct. 11.
“One of the big things is being able
to avoid a slow start, avoid getting in a
hole and giving something to the other
side,” Carroll said. “It’s your preparation, your mindset going in, your beliefs, your confidence. You can luck into
a fast start, luck into some turnovers
going your way, but when you can
create your own, some positive things
happen for you and your team. For
each phase of the game, that’s huge.”
The defense allowed no more than 12
points in a 2019 victory, but allowed at
least 25 points in each loss.
“I just think the biggest thing with
consistency is – this is going to be the
second year,” Carroll said. “There’s
not a lot of new things – we’ve got some
new faces on the staff, but we’re not
changing a lot of things we’re doing
philosophically. As far as schematically,
we’re not changing a lot.”
As Carroll mentioned previously
with the rushing attack, the Rockets did
not hit their stride as a team until midway through the season.
“Once we got on the same page, we
started seeing the productivity going
up, we were able to move the football,
and have a little more success,” Carroll
said. “Just the knowledge of the playbook, the schemes, the concepts, and
how we’re doing things.”
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Person football coach Joey Carroll is entering his second season leading the Rockets
including North Carolina high school
football.
Instead of the season beginning in
mid-August, the current plan devised
by the North Carolina High School
Athletic Association is for the football
season to open up Feb. 26 with only
seven games on the slate, all conference

affairs.
“Athletics are so important for kids
this age,” Carroll said. “They were so
vital for me, and I know what they did
for me, and what they’ve done for people that I’m close with. I just hope that
athletics gets a fair shake. I just really
hope that these kids get to play.”
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Rocket volleyball shooting
for state title in 2021
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

There is a lot of excitement for
the upcoming Person High School
volleyball season.
Person is coming off a 23-3
season, highlighted by winning a
share of the Mid-State Conference
regular season title. In the regular
season, the Rockets beat traditional 2A power McMichael twice,
including a five-set thriller in the
conference championship game in
Mayodan, then carried that momentum all the way to the 3A state
quarterfinals against eventual 3A
state champion Chapel Hill.
“The year before, I had to take

a season off for maternity leave,
and so (it was nice) being able to
come back, have a team that was
dedicated, and ready to work hard
to make a run,” Person coach
Amanda Ramirez said. “I have
very reachable, but very high
standards for our team, and they
know it and appreciate it. They
worked really hard as a team and
rose to the occasion.”
Near the end of last season, the
Rockets tailored their practices
to each team they faced, which
helped them with in-match performance.
“We did a really good job scouting who we were going to be up
See Rocket, Page 10
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Person’s Karoline Cox was the Mid-State Conference Most Outstanding
Player during the regular season and helped lead the Rockets to 3A East
semifinals.
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Getting to know
Aaliyah Jones
What is your best memory from Rocket
volleyball?
“Probably playing against McMichael the
third time (last season) and winning against
them.
What is one goal you have for this season?
“To leave it all out on the court and give it
my all.”
Who is your funniest teammate?
“Probably Karoline (Cox).”
Why is volleyball important to you?
“It’s important because I feel like it’s something I grew up playing, and I give it my all.”
Best vacation you’ve ever taken?
“To Indiana for a basketball tournament.”

What is your pre-match ritual?
“Listen to music, sit down, and just chill and
stretch.”
What is your pump-up song?
“Something to Prove – Lil’ Baby.”

We would like to congratulate all the
businesses and local figures of our
community
who
were
nominated
and
We would like to congratulate all the
then voted
BESTand
of Person
County.
businesses
local figures
of our

Where do you see yourself in five years?
“Probably playing for a college – both basketball and volleyball.”
What was the first team you played on?
“Purple Haze – Amy Kennedy was the
coach.”

What is your favorite meal, and who are the
three people you’re inviting?
“Jakeya (Paylor), Jewel (Holloway) and
Karoline (Cox) – we’re eating steak and mac
& cheese.”

community who were nominated and
“ABILITYthen voted BEST of Person
P&A County.

is what you’re capable of doing.

We applaud
We applaud
your positive
MOTIVATION
determines what you
do. positive
your
presence and
presence and
ATTITUDE
contribution
to to
contribution
determines how well you do it.”
MainStreet
Street
N. N.
Main
County. 18411841
PersonPerson
County.
Roxboro • 336-503-1769
Industrial Fabrications, LLC

P&A

Industrial Fabrications, LLC

— Lou Holtz
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ROCKET
Continued from Page 8
against, knowing who was going
to be doing what for each team,
but then also just taking care of
our own business on our side of
the court, and making sure we
were prepared that way,” Ramirez
said. “With each match in conference play that we were able to take,
it just built our momentum and
built our confidence as a team.”
Ramirez feels confident about
the work her team is putting in
this offseason, and how that will
be instrumental in preparation for
the upcoming 14-game slate, which
begins Monday, Nov. 16.
“I know that we’re not going to
be doing too much catch-up – we’ve
got some very strong returners,”
Ramirez said.
Person has the potential to return
almost everyone from last year’s
team, including the duo of middle

10

hitter Karoline Cox and outside
Emma Duncan.
Cox earned the conference’s Most
Outstanding Player honors during
the regular season and Duncan
capped off a fantastic Mid-State
tournament performance by being
selected Most Valuable Player
during that three-match run.
“A lot of the girls are coming
in fit,” Ramirez said. “We’re just
able to come into the gym, work
on specific skills, and get reps. (It’s
mainly) making sure that we’ve
got that connection so that as soon
as we’re able to play everybody,
we can just go straight in. I’m not
having to worry too much about
isolating each specific skill.”
A couple of Ramirez’ players stay
in shape by playing beach volleyball – Duncan and libero Kelcey
Mangum both play for Carolina
Legacy – while others are running
and participating in individualized
workouts that Ramirez sent to
players.

“They’re working hard on their
own at home,” Ramirez said. “We
have a group text that we keep up
with each other. They are really
good about putting in that work –
they’ll put it on social media, they’ll
show how far they ran, how much
time it took, which is cool. They’re
hungry – they got a taste of what it
was like to be successful last year.
“If everyone stays healthy, and
we’re able to come in and do what
we’re able to do in the gym, there’s
a high probability of begin just
as successful – if not more – this
season.”
The junior varsity team, which
went 13-0 last season, will provide
varsity with additional talent to
choose from.
“We’ve been really blessed with
our program over the last four-tofive years with both JV and varsity,” Ramirez said “Our varsity
team’s only as successful as we are
because our JV program is strong.
That’s also kind of a testament to
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our middle schools because they’re
starting the prep work, and we’re
able to get them and continue with
them.”
Ramirez expects a conference-only slate, which includes two clashes
with McMichael.
“That’s got me pretty excited as a
coach and a competitor,” Ramirez
said. “I want to go in and absolutely
annihilate them. I want that for every team we play – just making sure
that the girls have that same hunger. That’s the difference between
being a successful team and being a
mediocre team – being hungry and
wanting every match.”
Ramirez wants her eight seniors
to leave on a high note, and she expects their hunger to drive them.
“This is their last season here as
Rocket volleyball players,” Ramirez
said. “Even our returners that aren’t seniors – they have that hunger,
they’re just a really competitive
group. We should be able to be very
successful.”

2020

Getting to know
Emma Duncan
What is the most important part about
being a net player?
“You always have to be ready, because
you never know when the ball is going to
come over (the net). A good block helps
with passing, which helps everyone.”
What was the first volleyball match
you ever played in?
“Parks and Rec – I played whenever you
could start playing volleyball.”
Your message to underclassmen for
future years?
“Focus on your health. Stay in the gym,
stay active all the time, and eat good.”
I hear you are a social media “guru” –
how do you become so good?
“I just try to be positive and be happy all
the time.”
What are you going to miss most
about Rocket volleyball?
“I’m going to miss everything – the
coaches, coming in and playing. I’m going
to miss the team.”

How has beach volleyball helped
prepare you for indoor volleyball?
“My endurance. I’m more prepared for
being out of breath and being sweaty.”
What makes this year’s team so
special?
“I feel like since it’s so many of us
seniors, we’ve always gone together,
whether it’s varsity or JV. I feel like we’ve
all prepared for this moment – this is our
year.”
If you could go back in time, where
would you go and why?
“I would definitely go back to a McMichael game – my adrenaline in those
are so high. They’re so fun, and I just love
those games.”
What’s the best concert you’ve ever
been to?
“Rascal Flatts for sure – they’re good.”

PHYSICAL THERAPY MAKES LIFE BETTER.
• Hands-on, personal
physical therapy
• Recover from surgery
• Rehab after injury
• Reduce Pain
• Rebuild & Improve: Strength,
Mobility, Function, Balance,
Range of Motion & Flexibility.

ACI

PHYSICAL THERAPY

Roxboro Yancyville Eden Summerfield

Dr. Will Nutt, PT

337 S. Madison Blvd., Roxboro • 336-322-5335 | acipt.com
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Set your
goals
high and
don’t
stop till
you get
there

What’s your favorite restaurant?
“La Cocina – I love their cheese dip and
salsa. I could eat there every night.”

• Drains
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• Broken Pipes
& More
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RCS volleyball looks to build upon solid foundation
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

Anytime a team makes the postseason, it is widely considered to be a
successful season.
Not only did the Roxboro Community School volleyball team make the
North Carolina High School Athletic
Association 1A state playoffs in 2019,
it took care of its first-round opponent on the road and pushed eventual regional finalist Pamlico County to
five sets in the second.
“Really, they (players) just learned
to grow into talents that they might
have already had, but didn’t necessarily know how to express them,”
head coach Hayden Rigsbee said.
“They learned themselves, and in
return, they learned their skills.
Eventually throughout the season,
we were able to put all of that togeth-

er. It wasn’t just anybody playing
with their talents, it was all of us
playing as a team with all of our talents together. And I think that when
we won, and the upset the first round
of states, that was a great example of
that and how hard we had worked.”
Rigsbee will be entering year two
of heading the RCS volleyball program, and she has familiar faces to
help her out. Butch O’Briant will be
running the junior varsity, and head
softball coach Michael Clark enters
as strength and conditioning coach.
“Butch ran the middle school
program last year, so he’s familiar
with girls who are moving up from
middle school,” Rigsbee said. “We
had two middle school teams last
year – Butch ran the A team, and
(Jimmy Ray Long) ran the B team.
The A team had a lot of eighth
graders on it, so those girls who are
moving up and interested in playing

Daniel’s army surplus
400 Central Avenue, Butner, NC

(919) 575-9108
• Ammo • Ammo Boxes
• Archery & Muzzle Loader Supplies
• Dan’s Briar Pants
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Feed &
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•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

We
Sell & C
u
Arrows t

Deer Lures & Game Calls
Camouflage Clothing
Wall’s Clothing
Hunting & Fishing Licenses

Law Enforcement & Security Supplies
Gun Holsters & Targets
Rocky & Proline Boots
Propper Tactical Pants

HOURS
Hunting Season - September-December

Enter
B IG
B UCK t
Contes

and who makes the team, he already
has that relationship with them, and
his expectations, all that sort of stuff.
That’s definitely a positive. Having
Michael help out this year, it’s really
been helpful with all the workouts
and that aspect of it. We coach softball together – he head coaches in
the spring, and I help him. We work
well together, and you know, I like
his coaching style, and I look forward
to him helping me with the strength
and conditioning piece.”
Rigsbee, who was assisted by Shannon Lewis, noted how her players
quickly became acclimated with her
coaching style.
“They had to fall in love with
volleyball again last year, and we
jumped through some hurdles to
get there, and we definitely grew,”
Rigsbee said. “They grew as athletes,
I grew as a coach, and as much as I
expect them to grow, I have to be a
leader myself, and show them that
what I’m expecting out of them –
they, in some aspect, respect and
expect that out of me so that we can
all do this together and it flows very
well.”
Last year, RCS volleyball did not
carry a JV program. Having a JV
squad will be instrumental for RCS
volleyball in the development of
future teams.
“Anytime you have a program,
you always want to have the varsity and the JV because without the
JV, you don’t have people getting

See Volleyball, Page 40

Summer heat can
leave our lawns in
need of repair.
Let us help you find
the supplies and advice
you need to restore
your lawn this Fall!

Monday-Friday 9:00 am-5:30 pm
Saturday 9:00 am-3:00 pm • Closed Sunday

January-August
Tuesday-Friday 9:00 am-5:30 pm
Saturday 9:00 am-3:00 pm
Closed Sunday & Monday
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experience who aren’t yet ready to
move up to varsity,” Rigsbee said.
“It’s a nice building step within our
program that we hopefully can get
girls through who are looking to
get better, and they can get a lot of
those experiences and those touches,
in two years on JV, versus maybe
watching a lot on a varsity, and not
getting a lot of touches.”
On the varsity end, RCS has the
potential to return all 10 players
from last year’s squad – highlighted
by captains Grace Hawkins, Kayleigh
Gentry and Brenna Winstead, which
could help them make a deeper run
in the postseason.
“On the high school end, if we have
people return from last year’s roster
in high school, it will definitely be
something familiar that we can build
more upon,” Rigsbee said. “We can
grow more than just what we did
last season. We knew we wanted
more. I think a lot of this season is
coming back, and just trying to get
more than what we got last year
because now, we know how good it
feels to play volleyball and how much
we love volleyball. They love to be
together and love to be in the gym,
and love to set goals together and
achieve those goals together. That’s
something very positive if they’re all
going to return.”
Though the Bulldogs will not start
official practices until Wednesday,

336-599-2185
1112 N . Main St., Roxboro
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To all athletes:
Play Hard &
Have Fun!
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Abby Lewis (aka Lil Red)

A true “win” is measured in growth not
score. If you stay humble, stay driven,
and stay hungry while keeping love for
your team/others before yourself, you will
forever grow in the game and in life. God
gave us a one of a kind “Ginger Snap”
and I pray you always stay true to being
exactly you because we love you for it!
Love,
Mom and Gaige

Ashton Evans

Roxboro Community School #88 & #8

We have loved watching you
play volleyball & softball
through middle school and
now high school. We are so
proud of you.

“Rise Up, Take Courage, and Do It”

Love, Your Family

-Ezra 10:4

Olivia Townsend
Danville Blast, Travel Soccer Team

Carver Pleasant
Roxboro Community School

Best wishes for a
great season as you
grow as a team
player and leader.

We love you
and are
proud of you!

Proud of You!
Mom, Grandpa,
& Grandma

Poppie and Nana
Randy
Sandra

Getting to know
Grier Briggs

What is the best part about
being a front row player?

Who gave you your initial
interest in RCS volleyball?

“I like being able to see the court, and
being able to see everybody’s reaction to
a kill.”

“RCS didn’t have enough players 2 years
ago. I was like ‘It’d be fun to start back
again.’ I played a long time ago.”

What is your go-to post-game
meal?

What is one thing you look
forward to about playing under
the RCS gym lights?

“I like fruit. Probably fruit.”

What is your favorite RCS
travel memory?
“Last year, we went all the way out to
Falls Lake. When we beat the No. 1 (1A)
team in the state.”

What is one talent you’ve
picked up since COVID-19
began?

Who is your hero, and why?
“My mom. She gives me a lot of
inspiration.”

Where do you see yourself in
five years?

“I’ve learned how to cook a lot more.”

What bucket list item do you
want to complete next?
“I want to hit the 10-foot line.”

“I love the support that we have, and
I love my team. They give me a lot of
motivation to do good.”

“I plan on possibly going to law school. I
want to help other people in law.”

What is your favorite thing to
do for fun in Roxboro?
“I love my job (Rise Up).”

PLUMBING, HEATING
AND AIR SYSTEM EXPERTS
SINCE 1994

Rooting
For All
Athletes!

WE DO IT ALL

D H Craig
CPA, P.C.

Servicing all your tax and accounting needs!
141 Semora Road • Roxboro, NC 27573
336-599-0168 (O) • 336-599-0062 (F)
dcraig@dhcraigcpa.com
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Getting to know
Maci Clark
What goes through your mind after getting a
kill?

Your dad (Michael Clark) is helping coach this
year – what do you like about that?

How would your teammates describe you?

“I am a daddy’s girl – that’s just who I am. He’s
going to be the person that’s going to push you to
where you can’t go – he’ll push yourself to better
yourself.”

“Once I get a kill, I’m just like ‘Okay,’ and that
hypes me up. It’s a really big team booster.”

“Very loud – like a very good loud. I’m very outgoing around them.”

What is your favorite thing about RCS
volleyball?
What is your pre-game routine?
“If it’s a home game – me, KG, Sydney, and
Savannah would all pile up into KG’s car and go to
her house.”

What is your go-to post-game snack/meal?
“After a home game, even if it’s three times in a
row, I will always go to La Cocina.”

What is a song you can’t get out of your
head?

What is one thing on your bucket list?

“UCLA by RL Grime.”

How has Coach (Hayden) Rigsbee helped you
improve your game?

Good Luck
athletes!

“A lot of it was me building a connection with her
when I couldn’t play. When I did get released, she
would stay after practice for 30 minutes with some
people, and she’s just like ‘Alright, we’re going to
hit.’

THE HOUSE OF
CARPETS INC.

• Electrical
• Hardware

Call for an
IN HOME
estimate

Local – family owned business with
31 years of experience.
Come visit our Showroom!

• Masonry
• Paint

Metal & Shingle
Roofing

“My team – one person that I will always look up
to is Kayleigh Gentry (KG) – her drive to do everything and her hustle. Brenna (Winstead) – just the
way she is as a teammate.”

“Since fifth grade, I’ve wanted to go to college and
play softball. Once I get done with that, I want to be
a pediatrician.”

“My favorite thing is just our bond together.”

Treated Lumber

Who is your biggest volleyball influence, and why?

• DIY Headquarters

From beautiful, traditional hardwood floors
to contemporary and affordable laminate
and vinyl, you’ll love the wide selection
that we have for you.

Plush - Luxurios Carpet,
Quality Brands
Choose from a variety of
colors, styles & patterns.
We also Special Order!

Full line of
Plumbing
Supplies

Oriental Rugs
(traditional and contemporary)

BEST HARDWARE
STORE
730 N. Main St.
336-599-2173

434-575-7900

B & L Carpet & Tile

• Expert Flooring Installations •

Hours:
Monday – Friday 7am- 5:30 pm

www.bullocklumberco.com
2020

231 Main St. • South Boston, VA

31 Years of experience, providing both
carpet & flooring repairs.
competitive price and Quick service
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434-579-0756 • 434-579-0760
bandlcarpetandtile.com
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Braden Chalk
RCS Bulldogs • Lacrosse #1

Brenna Winstead
Roxboro Community School

Our Scholar-Athlete
We are so proud of our senior
in the classroom
and on the court!

Senior Attack

Olivia Townsend
Roxboro Community School • Tennis

A March season
allows for more
practice time with
your biggest fan.
Keep it up!
Love,
Mom, Grandpa,
& Grandma

Love, Your Family

Missing these
girls on the
court... can’t
wait to cheer
you on this
spring!
— Bulldog Fans

Re-loaded roster looking to
bring Rocket ballers success
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

The Person High School men’s
basketball team found its footing
at the right time last season.
After sitting at 7-13 heading into
a Feb. 11 match-up at Rockingham
County, the Rockets rattled off
four straight wins, making a run
to the conference tournament
semifinals and rallying late in the
season to earn a berth in the 3A
state playoffs.
“I think a lot of it (the slow
start) had to do with how much
youth we had on our team,” head
coach Charles Dacus said. “Starting out the year, we were very nervous and played timid. The guys

just kind of kept getting better
and better, and started putting
things together at the stretch run
heading into the conference tournament and playoffs.”
Person almost pulled off an
upset of two-seeded New Hanover
in the first round, but dropped a
69-67 overtime heart-breaker.
“I think by the time we got to
the end of the regular season, the
youth that we had really matured
and gained a lot of confidence
in each other,” Dacus said. “The
system we were running – I think
they were confident. We could
play with anybody – that was their
mindset heading into the state
playoff.”

COURIER-TIMES FILE PHOTO

Person’s Tymaureon Outlaw pulls down a rebound during a game last season.

See Ballers, Page 18

CAMP
Chemical Corp.

Woody’s

Your LocaL Source for:
• Turf Seed
• Fertilizers

(made locally in NC for over 80 years)
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• Wildlife & Game Plot Seeds

Rackmaster, Imperial, Piedmont Mangum Clover Mix

• Feed

Sales & Service

• Lawn
Equipment
Sales
• Affordable &
High Quality
• Lawn
Equipment
Repairs &
Service

Dog Food, Sweet Feed, Scratch , Pellets, Shelled Corn

Locally Owned & Operated

Hester St., Roxboro

(336) 364-7480
295 Ashley Ave, Timberlake
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BALLERS
Continued from Page 17
Dre Newman and Terrance
Thompson are gone, but 12
players are projected back,
including starting back-court
duo Tae Bailey and Jasiel
Bumphus. Post starters Jaylen
Black and Tymaureon Outlaw
are expected back, as will Zion
Norwood, who was inserted
into the starting lineup around
the midway point of the season
and had big moments down the
stretch.
“The last half of our conference schedule – the conference tournament and into the
state playoffs – those five guys
are all coming back, and they
meshed really well together
and played unselfishly,” Dacus
said. “That’s the mindset we
have to take into this season –
‘You guys keep playing the way
you were playing at the end of

last year, and good things could
happen to this team for sure.’”
Dacus expects the upcoming
14-game season – with the first
contest being on Monday, Jan.
4 – to be conference-only.
“From talking with other
coaches, that’s what it seems
like it’s going to be – playing
everybody round-robin would
be 14 games,” Dacus said.
The extra preparation time
will benefit the Rockets when it
comes time for games – Dacus
is thankful that the school district allowed his team to start
summer workouts in June.
“A lot of it has been individual skill development,” Dacus
said. “We’ve tried to focus on
specific weaknesses per player
to try and improve things that
they know are not up to speed
for the game. We’ve gotten up a
lot of shooting drills and repetition. Basic skill development
is basically all we’ve been able
to do.”

COURIER-TIMES FILE PHOTO

Person’s Tae Bailey lofts a floater during a game late in the season. Bailey was
an all-conference player for the Rockets’ basketball team.

BUY IT ONCE
AND YOU’RE
DONE!
NEVER BUY OUTDOOR
FURNITURE AGAIN!

Amish Made in the USA
Locations throughout N.C.

www.backyard-etc.com

Call: 919-815-1292
Locally Owned & Operated

Mention this ad when placing your order to receive 10% OFF!
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Karoline Cox

Preston
Carr
Person High School
“ Made for a purpose”
We are so proud
of you,
Preston!
With much
Love,
Your Family.

Stay sweet, stay fierce,
and most importantly,
stay you! Have a great
senior year!
Love,
Matt, Mom,
Kennedy and Talley

Kelcey Mangum
Person High School

We are proud
of you.
Love,
MeMe & PawPaw

Jordyn & Pyper

To the Gyrlz,
I guess I could have had two big sisters
that liked to dress up, play Barbies or
not wanting to have anything to do with
me. But, I got two that showed me how
to play hard, be tough, and family means
everything. Thank you for letting me be the
ball boy at games when y’all didn’t have to
let me. I have enjoyed every minute of it.
I Love You Both!
Cross

Rocket basketball looks to build on previous success
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

The Person High School
women’s basketball team
overcame adversity in the
2019-2020 season.
First, starting point
guard Jewel Holloway
suffered a knee injury
during The Courier-Times
Thanksgiving Classic
that kept her out for the
remainder of the season.
“When Jewel went
down at the beginning
of the season, that was
really tough for us,” head
coach Jay Carmichael
said. “It was us kind of
having to accept the fact
she’s out for the season
– having talks with the
team as a whole, and also

individual talks with players, encouraging them to
step up. When your quarterback goes out for the
season, you have to figure
out how to make it work.
We kind of re-invented
ourselves.”
Then, 1,000-point scorer
Nydriya Marner injured
her knee late in the
season – but gutted it out
for the playoff run, which
included an upset at East
Wake and a tough loss to
Northwood – and she was
not at full strength.
“When (Marner) went
out, it didn’t look like she
was going to be able to
play at all for the rest of
the season,” Carmichael
said.
Marner injured her
knee on senior night – a

Feb. 14 contest against
Northeast Guilford that
the Rockets won 49-47.
“That was at a point we
had just started to roll
again,” Carmichael said.
Rocket basketball needed to figure out a plan –
and quickly.
“It was a matter of
other players stepping
up,” Carmichael said.
“Coming into the season,
we had really high hopes
for that season being even
better than the season before. We had just come off
winning the conference
championship. We returned our main core, and
then we added some other
pieces that were positive. (Alexzia Thompson)
stepped up and did a lot
for us. Aaliyah Jones and

Gabby (Jones) stepped up
in the post. Kelcey (Mangum) coming in, she helped
us a lot from the guard
position.”
The Rockets graduate
Kayleigh Clarke, Kailey
Mangum, Marner, and
Aaliyah Williams, but are
boosted by the projected
return of seven players
from last year’s team
– including a healthy
Holloway.
“That’s four big losses
– all four of them did a lot
for us,” Carmichael said.
“I’m excited – definitely
excited about Jewel being
back. Aaliyah Jones has
been extremely focused
– she’s had a really good
off-season. Madison
See Success, Page 23

COURIER-TIMES FILE PHOTO

Person basketball player Alexzia
Thompson, shown here driving to the
basket during a game last season,
emerged as a top offensive
contributor as a sophomore.
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Bulldog basketball looking
to re-create identity
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

The 2020-2021 edition of Roxboro
Community School’s varsity men’s
basketball team is going to look entirely different.
Gone are 10 seniors, including leading scorer Nasir Stokes, who reached
the 1,000-point plateau for his career,
and head coach Justin Bettendorf,
who stepped down to focus on his
new duties as middle school athletic
director.
The only projected returners for the
upcoming season are senior defensive
stalwart Ryan Eubanks, who became
known last year for his ability to take
charges, and seniors Franklin Bell
and Jacob Bobbitt, who played a ma-

jority of the season with junior varsity.
Last year, the Bulldogs made the
1A state playoffs at an even 13-13 (9-7),
bowing out to John A. Holmes in the
first round. RCS propelled themselves
to the postseason with four wins in its
final six regular season games, including a three-game winning streak that
saw the Bulldogs take contests from
Vance Charter, Falls Lake Academy
and East Wake Academy.
This upcoming season, the Bulldogs
will only play in 14 games – starting
the season on Monday, Jan. 4 and
ending on Friday, Feb. 19. If RCS elects
to play a conference-only schedule
– there are nine teams in the North
Central Athletic 1A conference – they
could pursue a variety of options, including playing each school once and a
couple twice.

COURIER-TIMES FILE PHOTO

Ryan Eubanks will be one of the few returning varsity players for the
Roxboro Community School basketball team.

Play Hard,
Have Fun &
Enjoy The Game!
Discover the career opportunities waiting for you.
Join the Eaton team: Eaton.com/careers

Storage Buildings, Carports, RV Covers,
Garages, and Barns built to suit
your needs and lifestyle

Go Ask Erin, LLC

@gobuildings
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2020
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(next to B&B Barber Shop)
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Grace Hawkins

Grace,
We know this isn’t how you thought your senior year would
go but we are so proud of all your hard work and dedication.
We love you.
Mom, Dad,
Hannah and Chandler

Delaney Glover

Person High School

Softball & Volleyball

Jordyn Lynch

Jordyn,
You have showed strength and
have been a role model for
6 years now. Most teenagers
would seek attention for this,
but you haven’t. You’ve fought
through all the criticism,
negativity and people saying
“girls can’t play football.” You
have done it all with your chin
up and a smile. We would
watch when you would take
pictures with little girls and
let them hold your helmet;
we would watch when grown
women would give you words of
encouragement and we would
watch how you never let it go
to your head because you knew
you were there doing it for the
right reason. Pride can’t express
the feelings we have toward
you. We know this is just the
beginning.
We love you!
Daddy, Mama
Pyper and Cross

Jamari Tuck

The sky has
no limits.
Neither
do you.
Love,
Dad & Mom

An OPAC Champion 2019-2020 Football Heisman Award Winner —
can’t wait until you’re back on that field shining like the star you are - Love, Mom

SUCCESS
Continued from Page 20
Dunkley and Kelcey Mangum and
Karter Hawkins – adding those
pieces, those girls have a year under their belts with us.”
Two newcomers to the team –
Makayla Bradsher and Ariyonna
Smart – come from Southern and

Northern middle schools, respectively. Both should make an
immediate impact on the Person
backcourt.
“I’m excited about them –
they’re both going to be able
to contribute out of the gates,”
Carmichael said. “When you lose
Nydriya, you have to fill in that
scoring somewhere. I believe
Ariyonna is going to be able to

score for us. Makayla can do a lot
of different things for us. They’ve
shown in drills they run that they
have a good defensive IQ.”
Rocket basketball cannot begin
official practices until Monday,
Dec. 7, with games beginning
on Monday, Jan. 4. Person will
finish up play on Friday, Feb. 19,
and they can play 14 games – two
games per week – in their altered

season.
“First of all, we have to understand that the season is so much
shorter, so you have to come out
of the gates ready, even more so
than what you normally would.
Your success with wins and losses
is going to be determined just in
your conference. Defensively, we
want to be able to go when we get
to that first game.”

Harvey Educational Consulting
We’re committed to helping you.
Dr.Charles
Charles
Harvey
H.H.
Harvey
Educational Consultant
charles.harvey@charter.net
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Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

The Roxboro Community School
high school women’s basketball
team faced the odds
year.
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of whom suited up for the middle school team in the 2019-2020
season.
“With the young girls, especially
the freshmen like Robin Puryear,
she’s going to help us,” Earl Bailey
said.
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she’s
going to be a big help as$$
a big – she
can post up down low, defend, and
shoot a spot-up jumper as
well.”
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Bailey noted the summer
growth of Jay – both in height and
on the court.
“This summer, she’s been
stepping out to the free throw line
and knocking them down,” Bailey
said. “Michiyaj has a lot in her
bag – she needs to realize she has
shots.”
RCS takes the court on Monday, Dec. 7 for their first official
practice. They can start games on
Monday, Jan. 4. Bailey is keeping
his players in shape with an offseason full of workouts.
“I want all of them to continue with conditioning and their
regimen,” Bailey said. “I need
everybody to learn how to handle
that ball. (We’ll be) working on
ball-handling and footwork and
conditioning. Whatever we’ve got
going, we’re going to hit the floor
running.
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sometimes, you’re good enough to
beat them, but they weren’t good
enough to be you. The first time
we played Eno River, (that’s what
happened). The second time we
played them – we worked harder
to beat them. The reason we had
that falloff – we realized every
game is not going to be like this.
Everyone we play will get better –
some of them didn’t grasp that.”
Michiyaj Jay developed as a
reliable post presence for the
Bulldogs, grabbing 149 rebounds
and averaging 6.8 per game, while
blocking 40 shots to lead the North
Central 1A conference.
“I don’t think she really knows
she’s a presence,” Bailey said.
“On the defensive end, she started gaining confidence – keeping
her hands straight, going up and
blocking shots. She also gained
confidence on the offensive end.”
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Talk to us about the right policy to protect and
provide for your family and business, no matter what
the future holds. Let us help you reduce your costs by
finding the right price and right coverage.

2020

Emily Taylor

Roxboro Community School

Morgan Winstead
Roxboro Community School

We are proud of you
and all you’ve
accomplished.
We love you,
Your Family

Senior Libero

Baylee Long
Roxboro Community School
When you don’t
give up, you
cannot fail!
Here’s to the
2020-2021
Season!
Mom & Dad

Good luck to
all athletes!

Rocket baseball looking
to do damage in 2021
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

COURIER-TIMES FILE PHOTO

Will McMahan tossed a no-hitter for the Person baseball team last season.
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The Person High School baseball
team saw the best of both worlds in
2020.
Rocket baseball beat Ocracoke 14-1
on Saturday, March 7, and starting
pitcher Will McMahon threw a
no-hitter.
Outside of that game, opponents
outscored Person 30-4.
“We started off the year playing
Rockingham twice - they have two
fireballers that we were able to stay
within the game, but we couldn’t
punch though,” head coach Kyle
Boyette said. “In the Second game
against Rockingham - we had trouble
throwing strikes and allowed three
runs. We responded immediately,
scoring three in bottom of first.”
Boyette noted what his players
need to do in 2021 to see more success
in games.
“Behind the pitcher, we have to
pound the strike zone – they (opponents) didn’t hit the ball hard a ton,”
Boyette said. “We preach that to the
guys – preventing the extra 90 on
defense, and make them beat you.
In HS - you won’t have a lineup 1-9
that can mash the ball. That was our
biggest struggle - we walked to many
guys couldn’t make plays at opportune moments.”
In all four games, the Rockets
showed potential on both sides of the
ball. At the plate, Austin C. Oakley
went 5-13 with two runs and a run

604 S. Morgan St., Roxboro
www.huffsinsurance.com

batted in, Cayden Goodwin recorded
five hits, four RBI, and a home run in
13 at-bats, Trey Lunsford registered
three hits in 10 at-bats, Anderson
Brumfield slashed .400 by going 2-5
with an RBI, Trey Blackwell went
1-3 and scored a run, Jedd Whitfield
recorded a hit in three at-bats and
registered an RBI, and A.J. Terrell’s
lone hit in two at-bats was Person’s
lone triple on the season.
“There were a lot of bright sports
last year,” Boyette said. “Top to
bottom, we’re bringing back a lot of
experience – that’s a huge key heading into this year. Other guys are
returning who can contribute at the
plate. I think this year is going to be
our best year in a long time, and our
guys know that. We’ve been working
towards this – they’re going to work
and continue working.”
When Person takes the field for
their first official game on Monday,
April 26, they will have to navigate
a tough Mid-State 3A conference
that includes the likes of Eastern
Alamance, Rockingham County, and
Northern Guilford, who finished
first, second, and third respectively
in the shortened 2020 season.
“We know what to expect,” Boyette
said. “The difference for us will
be focusing on what we do well. If
we change our mindset to attack,
attack, attack, we’ll see some positive
changes. Guys are taking ownership
in developing themselves as players –
there’s only so much we can do. The
sky’s the limit – you need to work for
it.”

GOOD LUCK
ATHLETES!

336-599-7982
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Pyper Lynch
Pyper,
You have been our little
fighter since the beginning.
You have always kept us
on our toes and showed us
that there is never a dull
moment. Your compassion
and commitment for
things you love is a quality
not many have. Your love
for soccer can’t be matched
and we have enjoyed
that for 13 years. Thank
you for showing us that
someone can be so serious
about something but not
take it too serious and
have a good time doing
it. Keep on fighting and
overcoming everything.

Preston
Carr
Person High School
“If it is to be, it is up to me!”

We are very
proud of you
Preston!
LOVE,
Nona & Papa

We love you!
Daddy, Mama
Jordyn and Cross

Kaylee Martin-Madrid

Kaylee is 15 years old.
She has always been
involved in sports. She
currently is playing on
the Ladies Golf Team at
Person High School. I
am so proud of you. You
are my “Sunshine” and I
love you more than you
will ever know.
Love, Nanny

Karoline Cox
We are so
proud of you!
Love,
Nannie and Popa

Bulldog baseball looking to
continue strong run
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

If there is a constant in
Roxboro Community School
athletics, it is the high school
varsity baseball team.
Between 2011 and 2019 – Pete
Tuck’s last year as varsity baseball coach, the Bulldogs made
the state playoffs every year.
Last year, Ron Hodgin took
over the RCS varsity baseball
program, and the Bulldogs
got off to a 2-2 start, beating
Ocracoke and Oxford Prep, but
dropping games to Panther
Creek and Falls Lake Academy.
Then, COVID-19 postponed
the remainder of the RCS baseball season.

In the abbreviated season, the
Bulldogs showed an ability to be
in every game. RCS’ 21-0 victory
against Ocracoke included a
no-hitter, while the Oxford Prep
game saw the Bulldogs fight
back for a 4-3, extra-inning road
victory. In a 5-1 loss to Panther
Creek, RCS scored a first-inning
run, then held a strong Catamount offense in check, while
in a 9-2 loss to Falls Lake, the
Bulldogs put up two runs in the
first four innings.
Michael Clayton, William
Leonard, and Bryson Pleasant – 2020 senior captains who
played roles in the Bulldogs’
run to the 2019 1A West regional
finals – are now playing college
See Baseball , Page 29

COURIER-TIMES FILE PHOTO

Roxboro Community School catcher Josh Wade tags out a runner trying to score during
a game last season. Wade is expected to be back for his third season behind the plate for
the Bulldogs.
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Get Out,
Get Better
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 Physicals & flu
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a safe environment – so don’t delay your care.

Walk in or check in online at
MedAccess‑UC.com
Now offering telemedicine

3762 Durham Rd. in Roxboro

336.330.0400
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BASEBALL
Continued from Page 28
baseball. Clayton is at Limestone
College in South Carolina, Leonard
made the short trip to Barton College and Pleasant found his way to
Patrick Henry Community College
in Virginia.
The 2021 RCS high school baseball team looks to be a junior-heavy

squad, with 10 projected to return.
Grant Meiggs, Sam Hall, and Wyatt
Sharer are slated to be the only
three seniors.
Bulldog baseball can begin practices on Monday, April 12, games
on April 26, and they will conclude
its season on Friday, June 11. The
Bulldogs will only play 14 games –
starting on Monday, April 26 and
concluding the season on Friday,
June 11.
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The Roxboro Community School lacrosse team returned last season after a brief hiatus.

Bulldogs lacrosse prepared
for a chilly season

• Health Insurance
• Drug Plans
• Need

COURIER-TIMES FILE PHOTO

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

The Roxboro Community
School lacrosse team typically
starts its season in late February.
The upcoming season will
lookd different, as Bulldog
lacrosse will start officially
practicing on Monday, Jan. 11
and begin games on Jan. 25 and
ending on March 12.
“Honestly, playing in the cold
isn’t too bad for lacrosse,” head
coach Daniel Oakley said. “The
players like it a lot more – it
always gets so hot wearing all the
pads. Playing in the cold is not
too bad, as long at they’re wearing long pants and long-sleeved
shirts.”
The earlier start time is not
much different than RCS’ typical
lacrosse schedule.
“Typically, we’re able to get
some clinics going on during the
weekends over the wintertime,”
Oakley said. “We start conditioning typically around February
anyway.”
RCS struggled out of the gates
in 2020, dropping its season opener at Northern Durham 12-5, get-

Fall Sports Preview

ting shut out at Cedar Ridge 16-0,
and losing a close, 9-6 contest to
Voyager Academy,
“Against a few schools, like
Cedar Ridge and Orange, we
were just outmatched in a lot of
ways,” Oakley said. “We have
a team of about 14 guys – they
have a varsity and junior varsity team. Voyager is definitely a
team we expected to beat, same
with Northern Durham. A lot of
our players were either hurt, had
grades issues, or other factors
that kind of played in. We were
just getting back to full strength
the last game or two.”
The smaller roster hurt the
Bulldogs in the Voyager game.
“We don’t have many subs,”
Oakley said. “We start strong in
the first half, then once the third
quarter rolls around, we get
worn down, especially against
the more talented teams.”
The Bulldogs showed promise
in the opener against Northern.
They rattled off four straight
goals to end the half after trailing 6-0 after the first quarter.
Against Voyager, RCS went into
the final quarter up 4-3 before
See Lacrosse, Page 31
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Person softball hungry
for more in 2021
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

COURIER-TIMES FILE PHOTO

Person shortstop Kelcey Mangum turns a double play during last year’s
game against Eastern Alamance.
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Just when the Person High School
softball team started to find its
rhythm, it came to a sudden stop.
After only four games, COVID-19
caused the season to come an end at
the conclusion of the Rockets’ game
against reigning 3A state champion
Eastern Alamance game.
“It was very disappointing for
the girls and athletes,” head coach
Michael Ferrell said. “It was disappointing for the fans and the people
who support us.”
The Rockets, in their 2020 season,
started out 2-2, with a 1-2 record in
conference play. Person scored 31
runs, and between the Northeast
Guilford, Rockingham County, and
Eastern Alamance games, the Rockets collected 24 hits.
“We had a lot of expectations going into last year’s season,” Ferrell
said. “The two games we lost were
probably the toughest teams in our
conference. It takes a little bit to find
your chemistry with a team.”
In the Eastern game, one in which
Person took the defending 3A state
champions to the wire, the Rockets
posted three runs on five hits – but
committed five errors. Person took
the lead on a Lillie Davis three-run
home run in the second inning, but
that was a majority of the offense the
Rockets mustered against sophomore
pitcher Kenna Raye Dark, a University of North Carolina commit.
“I truly think it was a test to us
and our team and how hard the girls
had worked,” Ferrell said. “When
you play a game like that, it’s so
mental –(there’s) so many things
going on every single pitch. You have
to tip your hat – that was a heck of a
game.”
Person has the chance to be even
better in 2021. Along with Davis,
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the Rockets are projected to return
11 players from last year’s team,
with the only graduate being Kailey
Mangum, and talent on the way from
the middle schools.
“Kailey’s bat – she was a huge part
in our offense,” Ferrell said. “I expect someone to fill Kailey’s shoes.”
Out of the 11 slated returners, five
recorded a batting average over .300
– Emma Bowes (.615), Mariah McCowan (.500), Davis (.500), Delaney
Glover (.357), and Taylor Sullivan
(.333).
“I tell you – it’s just a really exciting time right now to be a part of
the program with the talent that’s
coming through,” Ferrell said. “I’m
almost a little blinded – I like what
I have coming back. The batting averages we had last year through the
first four games were mind-blowing
to me.”
Two Rocket hitters – Bowes and
Glover – will only be sophomores in
2021.
“Delaney is excited to get another year to pitch, and to get her bat
rolling again,” Ferrell said. “Emma
Bowes – she had an elbow injury
that she just now figured out is
stemming from a pinched nerve in
her spine.”
In year three, Ferrell likes what he
has to work with – this year could be
instrumental in setting the tone for
future teams.
“I think we’re going to be competitive for the next couple of years,”
Ferrell said. “I’m excited for it – the
best decision in my life was to take
over this program.”
The first official practice is on
Monday, March 1, with games beginning on the 15th.
“Another thing I keep telling the
girls – don’t get caught up wanting
to start so bad,” Ferrell said. “(One
thing to) realize with the abbreviated
schedule – I don’t want the girls to
get burnt out on anything.”
2020

LACROSSE
Continued from Page 29
ultimately falling.
“We’ve got some talented players – athletic players that can get
the job done,” Oakley said. “The
guys always love playing against
Voyager – they are one of our

rivals in all our sports, a little bit
of extra motivation right there.”
The Bulldogs carried four seniors in 2020 – Evan Carr, Lucas
Clayton, Thomas Humphries, and
Dareck Luebbert. This upcoming
season, RCS will potentially have
six seniors, four juniors, two
sophomores and eight incoming
freshmen.

“It’s kind of exciting whenever
you can have a solid group of seniors – it helps out your program
in the right direction,” Oakley
said. “(Someone) plays for a long
time, they know the players,
expectations, and can act as role
models to the younger guys.”
A smaller team means that
Oakley calls on everyone to step

up to the challenge.
“A lot of times, teams have the
privilege of sitting freshmen on
the bench to learn,” Oakley said.
“We’re going to have to have a
little trail by fire for those freshmen and the underclassmen. I’m
looking forward to it – it’s always
fun seeing guys adapt to their
new environment.”

Mother Goose
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Clark brings back experience
and talent in 2021
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

COURIER-TIMES FILE PHOTO

Roxboro Community School third baseman Zoe Russell, shown here after
homering during a 2019 game, will be expected to help lead the Bulldogs in 2021.

Just when the Roxboro Community School softball team started to find
its rhythm, the season came to a halt.
Even though the Bulldogs dropped
both of their 2020 non-conference
games – an 8-5 contest to Orange and
a 15-0 match-up against defending 3A
state champion Eastern Alamance,
they jumped out to 3-0 in conference
play, beating North Central Athletic
Conference title contender Vance
Charter, Oxford Prep and finishing
the abbreviated, five-game season
with a victory against Falls Lake
Academy.
“Everybody kept practicing hard,”
head coach Michael Clark said. “The

Orange game, I felt like we should’ve
won that game. When we beat Vance
(Charter) at Vance, that was a big
confidence booster for us. We came
out against Falls Lake and had a
good game with them – we had some
big hits that put us ahead in that one.
Those are two of the tougher conference teams we played last year – we
were able to pull both of them out.”
Clark was in his first year as a
head coach for the Bulldogs, but he is
far from a softball rookie.
“I’d been an assistant coach for
two years in high school,” Michael
Clark said. “I think the biggest thing
was getting everybody on the same
page of how I was running the program – getting the girls to buy into
See Clark, Page 35
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Rocket soccer looking to
move forward in the new season
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

COURIER-TIMES FILE PHOTO

Orlando Gonzales-Bello is expected to return to the Person soccer team after
a strong 2019 season.
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The Person High School men’s
soccer team is looking to bounce
back in 2020.
Last year, the Rockets struggled throughout the season. After
early success – Person tied South
Granville 2-2 in its second game
of the season, and beat Morehead
4-1 a couple of games later.
That would be the team’s lone
victory of the season.
Head coach Rick Baltes is looking to change that in 2021.
“We’re trying to get a good
head-start, really trying to get
these guys together to work
together, build together, and to
continue to build that bond,”
Baltes said. “We’re going to try
and highlight how we started, the
strengths that we had, and really
build from there. Just because
you have a bad moment in a game
doesn’t mean the rest of the season’s done.”
With 20 players projected to return – including 11 rising seniors
– Person is in better position to
win more games.
“As of right now, we do have
pretty much the whole team
returning,” Baltes said. “We only
had one senior last year, and
possibly one that’s not able to
return. We are senior-heavy, but
those seniors are definitely going
to need to step up. It’s time for
them to really go ahead, step up,
continue to work hard and take
advantage and represent there on
the field. They’re definitely going
to be getting some more time.”
While Roxboro does not have
the advantage of local soccer
leagues like the Triangle and

Triad, it does have one advantage
that conference rivals do not – the
ability to start summer workouts
on June 15.
“We want to make sure the
boys have the heart, have the
fire, and have the drive,” Baltes
said. “We want them to represent
themselves the best they can – no
matter what the situation is –
and overcome any obstacle. We
really want to take advantage of
this delay – I think that’s best
for us. We can really build on
those technical skills and really
catch up to those guys who are
playing year-round. Once they’ve
mastered these skills, that will
definitely help us keep games a
little tighter.”
Rocket soccer players are
dialing in on individual drills –
something Baltes noted will pay
dividends on the field in 2021.
“(It’s mainly) just having the
right technique, body position,
footwork, quickness, working
the ladders, working through
the cones, and then building our
way up as we’re allowed to keep
working – adding a partner in
there and working in those tight
spaces,” Baltes said. “Just those
fine individual skills that will
save them one or two steps on the
field.”
Rocket soccer start officially
practicing on Monday, Jan. 11,
with the first match set for Jan.
25.
“I haven’t heard anything
about the conference or about
the schedule – I’m not sure how
that’s going to work,” Baltes said.
“I know they’re ready to play,
they’re anxious to get back, so
they’re starting to come out (to
workouts) a little bit more and
more, so that’s a good thing.”

GOOD LUCK ATHLETES!
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Person girls’ soccer will look different, but the same
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

It is never an easy task when a team loses its top
two players.
Person High School women’s soccer coach Lynn
Ward can vouch for that, as he lost Abby Mayer
and Alex Chapman to graduation.
“Those two have been strong and have been a
part of soccer for so long that now, it’s going to be
interesting to see what people can do with them
graduating,” Ward said. “It’ll be a different type of
team.”
Ward likes who he has returning – he saw flashes of potential in the abbreviated 2020 season and
talent coming from the middle schools.
“Haileigh Delafuente got to score a goal or two,
and Haley Thomas (scored two goals),” Ward said.
“That gave them a head-start on next season. Our
defensive line is going to be the same – Shantel
(Reese) and Jordyn (Lynch) and Grayson (Brann)
will be solid there.”

Goal-keeping will be the biggest question mark
entering 2021, but there are several Rockets who
want to give it a go – freshman Ainsley Burch
and seniors Brann, Emma Duncan, and Madison
Dunkley. Dunkley saw time at keeper in middle
school and from time to time in her two years at
Roxboro Community School.
“Madison is so strong,” Ward said. “What we
like to play now is a 3-1-3-3 – basically we have a
3-3-3, and we let Madison do what she needs to
do. Sometimes, we’ll have her right in front of or
behind the defensive line.”
Although Chapman and Mayer brought a lot to
Person soccer, Ward hopes the absence of them
will be a benefit in the upcoming season.
“They (opponents) don’t know what to expect
– the last three years, it’s ‘Alright, everybody just
watch 13 (Mayer),’” Ward said. “Now, they have no
clue what they’re going to see with us.”
Person women’s soccer hopes to make the most
of an abbreviated 14-game schedule – starting with
its first game on Monday, March 15, and ending
with a Friday, April 30 contest.
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“The way I predict, it’ll be all we’re going to do is
conference games,” Ward said. “Besides us, there’s
seven other teams in the conference. For us every
year, it comes down to Rockingham – that usually
determines who goes to the playoffs. That’ll be our
Super Bowl.”
As time inches closer to the season, Ward plans
to ramp up workouts.
“The advantage for us – we are able to do workouts now,” Ward said. “We’re doing soccer once a
week. It’s a lot of the young ones (coming) which
is really good – we like for them to come and meet
everybody. November, we’ll probably do twice a
week – hardcore conditioning and whatnot.”
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CLARK
Continued from Page 32
that, finding my leaders in the group,
and having the younger girls follow
them.”
Clark succeeded in that – the 2020
edition of Bulldog softball bought
into the program.
“I think we had a great group
of upperclassmen – sophomores
and juniors stepped up and led, the
other girls came together as a team,”
Clark said. “Last year, we started in
September and worked all the way
through November, December, and
January – we had a lot of girls showing up then. All that accumulated to
have us ready for the season.”
RCS should return most starters
in 2021, including leading hitter and
starting pitcher Madison Adams, rising senior Ashton Evans, junior Maci
Clark, and UNC-Charlotte commit
Zoe Russell.
“We return all the experience and
leadership we had last year,” Clark

said. “We’ve got a decent group of
ninth graders moving up this year
that’s going to be able to help us out,
including a true secondary pitcher
helping us out in games. Madison
Adams was the only true pitcher –
Grace Hawkins came in, and that
was the first year she played since
sixth, seventh grade.”
The Bulldogs will only play 14
games in 2021, but there are nine
teams in the North Central 1A conference.
“There’s no way we could play
everybody twice in the conference,”
Clark said. “I don’t know if they’re
going to split the conference up and
play divisions. It’s going to be interesting.”

GOOD LUCK
ATHLETES!

Estaban Castillo, shown here during a game last season at Falls Lake
Academy, is expected to return this season for the Roxboro Community
School soccer team.

Bulldog soccer looks for re-birth
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com
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With a new coach, the question arises – could 2020 finally be the year for
the Roxboro Community School men’s
soccer team?
Chad Lawson is moving up from the
middle school team, who beat Voyager
Academy in the conference championship last year, to take over a high
school team that won just four games
a year ago.
“It’s going to be a young team, and
we got a lot of kids who we worked
with last year,” Lawson said. “I just
think you can’t overlook the small
stuff – the small stuff really paid off for
us a lot in the games. We’ll probably
start off this year the same way – try
to perfect the basic stuff, and then go
from there.”
Assistant coach Ryan Duffy, who
played collegiate soccer, will be
instrumental in helping Lawson bring
Bulldog soccer over the hump.
“You work your way up – just having
a little bit of knowledge of what it
takes in the next step, kind of giving
these players a head start,” Duffy
said. “It gives them a goal to strive for.
Anything we can do to help these guys
understand where they’re at, where
they can go, and what they can do is
important.”
Lawson and Duffy hope an influx
of talent from the middle school team
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translate to wins for the high school.
“It’s at least eight or nine that were
eighth graders last year that are
probably trying out,” Lawson said.
“With them and the guys from last
year (on the high school team), it’s a
lot of talent. We’re just going to try and
figure out a way to get all them guys to
mold together, and do the best we can
with them.”
With a squad full of fresh faces,
the veterans, including rising senior
Franklin Bell, needs to set an example
early on for success throughout the
season.
“I’d say just try to point people in
the right direction, try to create an
atmosphere of building people up,”
Bell said. “I know with our program,
we have a reputation. I want to do as
much as I can to fix that – try and build
some actual good soccer players here
at RCS.”
The middle school team set an example for the Bulldog soccer program
going forward.
“Me and Coach Duffy, we really
want to strive to make these kids understand that the reason we did what
we did last year with the middle school
team is because those kids believed
they could do it,” Lawson said. “When
you make kids – even at this age –
make them understand what they’re
capable of and make them believe in
themselves, they can do a whole lot
See Bulldog, Page 37
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Balance leads Bulldog women’s soccer
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

Through four games in 2020, the Roxboro
Community School women’s soccer team looked
different from game-to-game.
The Bulldogs lost their first two contests – 7-0
against Orange, and 6-0 in an in-county showdown against Person. In game three, RCS beat
Vance Charter 2-1, then blanked Oxford Prep 9-0.
“We had a couple people out sick that definitely were difference-makers,” head coach Tim
Ess said. “Cassidy Gentry was out – she was the
backbone of the defense.”
The Bulldogs carried a fairly young roster
last year. Katie King and Megan Whitlow, and
only two seniors, were captains. Six juniors, six
sophomores, and six freshmen suited up for RCS
– much different than a six-senior team in 2019.
“They were getting their feet wet – we were
feeling people out, trying to figure out where
to play everybody,” Ess said. “That first game
comes on so far – from the beginning of the

Play your

season, we were moving people around, hitting
the basics, and making sure we were marking up.
Communication was such a big piece, too.”
The Bulldogs do not have the luxury of a junior
varsity team – a lot of players came straight from
the middle school and played in their first high
school game.
“For the most part, a lot of the young girls
were really growing into those roles,” Ess said.
“Speed is so different from one level to the next.
Just learning to touch and move – I preach that so
much.”
This upcoming season – which begins with the
first official practice on Monday, March 1, the
Bulldogs will, once again, sport a senior-heavy
team.
“I only had two seniors last year – I’ve got
half-a-dozen this year,” Ess said. “Not only the
experience, size, and speed – there girls have been
playing at RCS upward seven years. They’re a
good group – I’ve never had any social-type issues
with them. They blend really well together and
work really well together. They try to mentor the
youth and focus on forming those relationships.”

Seven freshmen will join the senior-heavy 2021
RCS women’s soccer team.
“It’s my farm team – my daughter’s age group
is coming up,” Ess said. “I had 11 eighth graders
last year, and hung onto seven of them. They’re
definitely going to be an integral part to the team
in years to come.”
Ess will have plenty of have on both sides of
the ball – six projected returners scored goals
last year, led by sophomore Reagan Anderson’s
three.
“It’s great to see multiple scorers – it’s really
tough if you don’t have that,” Ess said. “Seeing
that distribution across – especially all those
young players – it’s a huge positive. Michiyaj’s
height is such a big thing. Abby Lewis is strong
up front – she has so much speed. (Olivia)
Townsend’s got a let – she can easily score from
20-30 yards out. I definitely see them stepping up
in years to come, especially in helping to replace
the seniors we’ll lose this year.”
The Bulldogs will take the field for their first
official practice on Monday, March 1, and begin
the season on Monday, March 15.
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more than they think they can.”
A mix of young and old creates a
recipe for success.
“It’s easy to look toward the future
and realize that you’re going to build
something,” Duffy said. “It’s good to
have those seniors around because they

have that in-game experience – they
know the speed, they know the tempo.
Before games, they can raise them
to that level, and the younger guys,
they’re going to have to step up to that.”
RCS is looking to make the state
playoffs for the first time since 2015,
and they will try to do so in a stacked
North Central 1A conference that sent
six teams – reigning 1A state champion
Franklin Academy, Voyager Academy,

HUBBARD AND CATES, PC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Vance Charter, Falls Lake Academy,
East Wake Academy and Henderson
Collegiate – to the state playoffs a year
ago.
“When we started last year, we had
a bunch of young kids that just wanted
to come out and have fun,” Duffy said.
“We had a good time, but it’s almost like
they came out here as individual kids
just wanting to have a good time, and
they left as a unit.

Lawson is enthusiastic about the
potential turnaround in 2020.
“I really want kids to be a part of this
team,” Lawson said. “All I want these
kids to do is give it 100 percent and perform at the best level they can. We’re
not going to worry so much about wins
and losses to start out with – we’re
going to try to get these kids playing
together good, and we’ll see what the
outcome is.”
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Last year, our middle school boys’ soccer team made program
history by winning the CCMS Tournament. We are #bulldogproud of
those guys!
We are also proud of our high school volleyball team, which
reached the second round of NCHSAA playoffs and defeated the
2019 state champions Falls Lake during regular season. Kayleigh
Gentry and Grace Hawkins were named All Conference players and
Abby Lewis and Ashton Evans had Honorable Mentions. Our middle
school volleyball team earned second place in the CCMS and was
Tournament Runner-Up.

www.relyonred.com
Tel:1-800-476-6780
www.relyonred.com
Tel:1-800-476-6780

RCS had seven women Regional Runners in cross country. Emily
Taylor, Maggie Rand, Abigayle Crumpton, Alexandra Winstead,
Kaitlyn Wilson, Grace Stultz, and Ava Kelleher made us proud, as
did our NCAC All Conference Runner, Emily Taylor. Daniel Welch,
Josh Lehto and Harrison Hicks were men’s Regional Runners.
In high school men’s soccer, Caleb Allen and Bryson Pleasant
received Honorable Mention All-Conference honors.
Our high school men’s varsity basketball team went to 4th place
in the NCAC and the first round of NCHSAA. All Conference honors
went to Jalen Bailey and Nasir Stokes, making us #bulldogproud.
Bryson Pleasant and JR Paylor received Honorable Mentions.

www.relyonred.com
Tel:1-800-476-6780
2020

115 Lake Dr., Roxboro
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www.roxborocs.org
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Tori Bailey — All Conference for women’s basketball and honorable
mention Michiya Jay. Olivia Townsend and Reagan Anderson — All
Conference in high school women’s tennis.
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Rocket cross country runners looking
to replace senior production
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Maggie Holeman is a top returning
runner on the Rockets’ cross country
team.

The 2019 version of the Person
High School cross country team included lot of seniors, — but 2020 will
look a tad different.
“We had four senior boys who
graduated – no girls,” head coach
Morgan Meyer said. “This year, most
of my girls are seniors, and one boy.
We didn’t get a lot of new kids in
because of the situation we’re going
through. Pretty much all but two
kids return.”
While the Rockets did not start
workouts until August, Meyer is
getting her runners into quick shape
in the summer heat.
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the first official practice, and later
Nov. 16 with the season-opening
meet.
“I’m definitely going to be pushing
them a little bit more because the
heat won’t be a factor,” Meyer said.
“We won’t have to take as many
breaks. The only thing is then – it
gets dark early. Hopefully it’s not too
cold – normally in North Carolina,
October is beautiful and perfect – so
is November. Every once in a while,
November can throw a curveball.”
The shorter season is going to benefit Meyer and her runners.
“I think because it’s a shorter
season, they won’t have any time to
slack off – it’ll force them to keep on
it,” Meyer said. “(The season) will be
over before they know it.”
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“We started for two weeks – we
couldn’t do anything the first week
of school,” Meyer said. “What I’m
going to do is just postpone (workouts) until the beginning of October
– let everything with the new school
schedule digest. (That will) get us
one-and-a-half months to prepare.”
Meyer trusts that her student-athletes will stay in shape while
cross-country workouts are halted.
“Some are multi-sport athletes, doing softball, soccer, lifting routines,
getting out walking,” Meyer said. “I
don’t want to put too much pressure
(on them) – it’s a lot to keep up with.
I definitely encourage them to keep
running.”
Cross-country’s season does not
start until Wednesday, Nov. 4 with
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Kelleher leads XC Dogs in first season at RCS
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

The Roxboro Community School
cross-country team is going to
have a different look in 2020.
With Kerry McKenzie stepping
down as head coach after the 2019
season, the Bulldogs brought in
two new fresh faces to take the
reins.
Tanya Kelleher will lead RCS
cross-country and she will be
joined by Tommy Winstead.
“I want to give everyone the opportunity to make sure they know
its a team sport, but it can also
be an individual sport,” Kelleher
said. “I expect to have the ones on
the team – who have been on the
team – to kind of be able to help
me learn. Emily (Taylor) and some
of the other ones with so much ex-

2020

perience, I’m kind of depending on
them as resources to get to know
the team.”
As summer workouts progress,
Kelleher wants to discover her
runners’ expectations – for her and
the upcoming season.
“I think a lot of times, that’s
(also) what I need to work on – my
expectations, to feel their expectations,” Kelleher said. “I know
Kerry (McKenzie) who used to
coach, he had been there for several years. We met with him several
times. I have a lot to learn, and
then learning from his experiences
as well.”
Kelleher inherits a team that
placed 10 runners – Emily Taylor
(33rd), Maggie Rand (40th), Abigayle Crumpton (51st), Kaitlyn
Wilson (73rd), Alexandra Winstead
(78th), Ava Kelleher (94th), and
Grace Stultz (96th) on the women’s

side, and Daniel Welch (119th),
Josh Lehto (137th), and Harrison
Hicks (139th) on the men’s side – in
the North Carolina High School
Athletic Association 1A Mideast
Regional on Saturday, Nov. 2, 2019.
“I know the ones that ran last
year that didn’t graduate, they’ve
accomplished a lot,” Kelleher
said. “I know Ava and Alexandra, as well as several others – I
hope they will help to step up and
become leaders as well, be able to
follow the footsteps of some of the
seniors this year, and being able to
be that resource.”
While several teams started summer workouts back on Monday,
June 15, RCS began in late August.
“I know Tommy and I had a couple of conflicts toward the end of
the summer where we were out of
town,” Kelleher said. “We wanted
to make sure they (NCHSAA) an-
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nounced that we were going to be
able to have a season.”
RCS begins official practices on
Wednesday, Nov. 4, meets on Nov.
16, and concludes their season on
Friday, Jan. 8. Kelleher plans to
continue with a summer workout
schedule of Monday-Tuesday-Friday.
“Tommy and I, we’ve met together and also got some kind of
input from coach Kerry,” Kelleher
said. “I kind of want to see what
our runners want to do – how
many meets they might want to
have here at Mayo because I know
that’s a lot more commitment.
That would not be right of me,
especially as a first-time coach,
to make that decision. I think we
need to listen to, take into account
what the runners think, what they
want, and what their parents think
would be good.”
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Person track looking to
hit the pavement running
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

The Person High School track team
was one of the unfortunate few in
Spring 2020.
Unlike many spring teams, Rocket
track did not get to start their season.
They practiced, but did not participate in any meets.
“It was definitely disappointing and
disheartening,” said women’s track
and field coach Morgan Meyer. “You
see the athletes coming out here,
‘This is going to be a nice season.’
Showing us all they’re capable of –
just taken away in an instant.”
Person graduated a few runners
and field athletes, but welcomes plenty of new ones.
“Cameron Whitman, Demetre Morton, and Jalen Smith really just put
in a lot of work preparing for their senior year,” Meyer said about three of
her seniors from a year ago. “This junior class last year was strong as well
– I think they’ll come out strong as
seniors, knowing they didn’t have a
season as well gives them a chance to
step up. Brianna Ramsey and Alisha

Barden for the senior girls – we’re
looking for some great things out of
them. I know a lot of my cross-country runners won’t necessarily equate
over to track – we won’t really have a
lot of senior distance.”
The Rockets have the ability to
schedule 10 meets in 2021.
“I honestly don’t know – I haven’t
thought about that,” Meyer said. “It
would be nice to get more (meets) in
since the kids were short-changed
last year. That’s what the kids work
for, is the meets. The more frequently
we have the meets, the harder they’re
working.”
Person track and field does not
start officially practicing until Monday, April 12, meets until April 26,
and their final meet can be no later
than Friday, June 11.
“Normally, we don’t start until the
end of January, beginning of February,” Meyer said. “We’ll probably
have to re-evaluate that when this
happen this year. I think a lot of
them – most of the track athletes
are in other sports already – football, cross-country, volleyball, and
softball, which already keep them
moving.”
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Continued from Page 12
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Nov. 4 and games until Nov. 16,
players and coaches are setting the tone for the upcoming
14-game season with summer
workouts, which include player-created playlists.
“All that stuff is meaningless
unless I have a group of girls
who love to come to this gym, no
matter what I ask them to do,”
Rigsbee said. “The music, them
getting along and interacting,
and looking like they’re having
a good time – I hope that they
are. That’s a very big piece as a
coach that you want in whatever
type of program you’re running.”

COURIER-TIMES FILE PHOTO

Roxboro Community School volleyball player
Maci Clark battled back from a shoulder
injury during the spring to be a key member
of the Bulldogs’ team late in the season. Clark
is expected to return for her junior season.

Rocket wrestling hoping
to continue strong run
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com
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Person’s Dawson Thibodeau capped off a successful junior season with an
appearance in the state individual wrestling tournament.

Mark Litchfield Jr. is a coach
who dedicates a lot of time to his
team.
Litchfield, who also works at
Litchfield Service Station off Leasburg Road, makes Rocket wrestling
a priority – and a large part is
because of his dad, Mark Sr.
“That all starts with Dad,”
Litchfield said. “If it wasn’t for
him, I wouldn’t be coaching at all.
He gives me the time that I need –
some of the courses that you have
to take, things like that – he knows
that it takes some time. He was
head coach in the past, so he knew
what it takes to coach at a high
level.”
That dedication paid off in the
2019-2020 season – Person won
six out of its eight meets, placed
wrestlers at invitationals, sent
Jailin Smith, Marcus Vincent,
Diego Jimenez and Dawson Thibodeau to the 2020 North Carolina
High School Athletic Association
Individual Wrestling State Championship, and won the Rocket
Invitational.
“To start out with, as far as the
other tournaments, we had guys
placing pretty much every tournament,” Litchfield said. “Some tournaments are bigger than others
– we managed to have some guys
finish top three. To me, it means
a lot because you don’t just place
in tournaments by just kind of
putting in a little effort. You really
have to train – and train hard and
diligently – to make it in wrestling.

Some guys have different styles of
training, and we try to mix all of
that in together.”
Thirteen wrestlers recorded
double-digit wins, with Jimenez
(34), Smith (31), Thibodeau (38) and
Vincent (31) leading the way.
“It’s not easy, but it’s definitely
rewarding to see these guys accomplish some of the things they have
through their high school careers,”
Litchfield said. “One guy may not
place in one tournament, and he
places in the next. It’s a back-andforth battle. We managed somehow
– I can’t tell you the magic sauce
that makes it work – we made it
somehow.”
Wrestling will start in the spring –
practices do not begin until Monday,
April 12, meets begin two weeks later, and the season finishes June 11.
“I don’t have any idea of what this
season is going to hold as far as our
schedule – I don’t know any of that
yet,” Litchfield said. “I was one to
vote us to wrestle conference matches once, then find other people out
of conference to wrestle. Tournaments, as of now – we’re not allowed
to have any this year. We don’t even
know about a postseason.”
Litchfield knows his wrestlers will
take advantage of the extra time to
prepare for an abbreviated, 14-meet
season.
“If it comes around to us having a
season and us competing, I expect
these guys to show up like they
didn’t miss a beat,” Litchfield said.
“Several guys are doing anything
they possibly can do. I feel like it’s
best to wait until October – I didn’t
want to rush them back into it.
We’re a wrestling family.”

GOOD LUCK ATHLETES &
HAVE A GREAT SEASON!
2020
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Person golfers prepared to hit links in early March
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com
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Person men’s golfer Aaron Piper is
expected to be a key contributor for
the Rockets during the upcoming
season.

It can sometimes be a challenge
for a team to find rhythm when it
only plays two matches in a season.
Person High School men’s golf
head coach Justin Pergerson would
know.
“We practice all the time to create rhythm,” said Pergerson. “I try
to make them think about focusing
on golf as they’re playing.”
Person scrimmaged Roxboro
Community School at Lake Winds
Golf Course on Feb. 27, beating the
Bulldogs 193 strokes to 207. The
Rockets’ only regular-season match
was against Northern Durham and
East Chapel Hill – the Knights won
with a score of 172, East finished
six strokes behind them, while Person struggled to a score of 208.
“I was really confident about

that season,” Pergerson said. “We
had a pretty good showing against
RCS. I think we had all the pieces
there to compete last year – we
had four seniors. There was plenty
of competition in our practices. I
would have really loved to witness
how that would have played out – I
think we would definitely compete
in conference.”
Pergerson expects the 2021
edition of Person men’s golf to
undergo a rebuild.
“I think we still have some pieces, (but we’re also) going to have to
recruit a little bit,” Pergerson said.
“That’s plenty for our team, but we
won’t be able to replace the four seniors that left this year. We’ll have
to build on who we have and add a
few pieces, I hope.”
Pergerson noted the potential difficulty of finding new kids to join
the team without access to a golf
course in town after the closing of

Roxboro Country Club.
“(Person women’s golf coach)
Lynn Ward’s doing a great job –
trying to get some access to younger kids and communicate to people
about it (golf),” Pergerson said. “I
hope that can continue. Right now,
it’s a lot of people who come into
the ninth grade, and it’s kids that
have never played. We want them
to continue to develop that interest.”
Pergerson hopes to start off-season workouts soon, and he echoed
how golf can successfully run with
COVID-19 in the sports world.
“There’s really no contact at all
– you can spread out on the range
a little bit,” Pergerson said. “Bryan
Hurdle is going to help out coaching this year – we planned starting
up in the next few weeks. I think if
we start up by early October, we’ll
have time to get there (into shape)
before March.”

Sports do not
build character.
They Reveal It.

We’ll handle it from here. ®
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Roxboro Community School men’s golf ready to tee off
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

The Roxboro Community School men’s golf
team is hoping for a complete season in 2021.
Like all spring sports teams across North Carolina, RCS’s 2020 golf season ended prematurely.
“We practiced several weeks to get ready,” head
coach Les Puryear said. “We played one match,
and then the next Monday, we were at Lake
Winds on the putting green. Somebody came up
and told us it (the season) was over. We didn’t
believe it at first – but anyway, it was definitely
a huge surprise and very disappointing. We shut
everything down.”
RCS squeaked in one conference match –
Monday, March 10 at Olde Liberty Golf Club in
Youngsville. The Bulldogs finished fourth among
Franklin Academy, Voyager Academy, East
Wake Academy, Falls Lake Academy, and Vance
Charter, while carrying a team score of 209.
Tyler Harris and Cameron Briggs each recorded

50 strokes, Gaige Lewis shot a 53, Gavin Cook
registered a 56, and Tristan Bradsher finished
with a 58.
“That’s kind of about what the boys have averaged in the past, from what I’ve seen,” Puryear
said. Puryear took over RCS men’s golf last year
for Earl Gurtner. “The were nervous – it was their
first match - they fought through the nerves.”
Harris will return, Lewis and Briggs graduated,
and Puryear is awaiting decisions from Cook and
Bradsher about the 2021 season.
“I’ve recently been in touch with them – I’ve
sent out texts and made phone calls,” Puryear
said. “One of them (Tyler Harris) committed –
he’s been playing two, three times a month.”
There may be another golfer on RCS in 2021 –
Puryear could not recall his name.
“There’s a new family that just moved to Roxboro,” Puryear said. “I talked to the family and
asked if anybody played golf – the son is a freshman. I invited him to play on the team. If I can get
my other two guys to come (Cook and Bradsher),
we have our four so that we could compete. We will

still try to recruit.”
RCS can begin practicing on Monday, March 1,
playing on March 15, and complete the season on
Friday, April 30. With 14 matches the limit in
2021, Bulldog golf will be busy.
“We’re not going to have a whole lot of practice time – that’s one problem,” Puryear said.
“It’ll be difficult to have that short season – we’ll
deal with that when it comes to it. “I’ve enjoyed
coaching both teams this year, but it’s been extremely disappointing because we haven’t been
able to put our abilities in practice into action.”
Puryear has to make a tough decision before the
season begins – men’s and women’s golf play simultaneously, and Puryear coaches both teams.
“We’re in a dilemma about that – I’m not
exactly sure what to do,” Puryear said. “There’s
no way I can coach both of them – I can’t be
at two matches at one team. I don’t even know
what team I’m going to coach – I haven’t made
that decision yet. We’ll just have to wait and
see what comes up – we’re going to have to get
another coach.”

“It’s not how big you arE
but how big you play!
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Person puts the drive into golf season
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

The Person High School women’s
golf team gained a major advantage
this summer.
While surrounding counties postponed summer workouts because
of the COVID-19 pandemic, Person
County is one of the few place that
allowed students athletes to play.
For a team that’s highest conference match finish was fifth place
last year, the workouts should pose
a major advantage when the season
resumes.
“I feel bad for the other teams, but
we’re doing what we can do,” head
coach Lynn Ward said.
Mid-State Conference rivals, such
as Eastern Alamance and Northern
Guilford, have yet to start summer
workouts.
“Once it got to June 15, the girls
that are doing the tourneys – they
played,” Ward said.
Person golf spent the summer
working out at Caswell Pines, which
should pose another advantage for
the season, which begins on Monday,
March 1 with practices, and later on
March 15 with match play.
“Caswell Pines is absolutely
wonderful – they (the staff) are
encouraging, helpful, and enjoy them
(the girls) being there,” Ward said.
“We have a great relationship with

them. It’s one of the nicest courses in
the area – us getting to play on that
course is outstanding because of the
condition that it’s in.”
Ward is intrigued about the return
of rising senior Grayson Brann and
rising sophomores Haley Thomas
and Ava Holland.
“All of them are in the low 50s
(score-wise) – I think they could be
upper 40’s by the time the season
starts in March,” Ward said. “We’ve
never finished higher than fifth (as a
team) – I think we can definitely be
fourth place with those three.”
Seniors Savannah Shumaker and
Keri Furrow, sophomores Skylar
Inman and Adrianna Toone and
freshman Corie Hawn are additional
golfers Ward thinks can make an
impact.
“Keri has been wonderful to work
with – she’s a cheerleader, we only
get her part-time. “Corie Hawn, she
has a chance to make top five. Skylar
Inman and Adrianna Toone, they’re
the ones that come 90% of the time
(to summer workouts).”
Golf is a sport that could run
smoothly during the COVID-19 pandemic.
“One of the coolest things is – you
look at restrictions for all the sports,
and golf has social distance,” Ward
said. “When we put on the putting
green, they use their own balls. It’s
so hot out there, you’re not going to
be close to anybody anyway.”

The regular season should cool
down a little bit – practices start on
Monday, March 1, with match play
beginning two weeks later.
“I would think that by the time
March 1 comes around, they will

be on auto-pilot, ready to go,” Ward
said. “Expectations are that by the
time we start, they’ll just automatically know what to do. The top five
will play in enough offseason tournaments, they’ll be ready to go.”
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Puryear brings lifetime of experience into RCS Golf
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

The Roxboro Community School
women’s golf team looks to turn
challenges into advantages for the
upcoming 2020 season.
Bulldog golf only carries three
golfers for the fall – Antasia Jeffers, Kaitlyn Phillips, and Robin
Puryear.
“All three players will get to play
in every tournament,” Puryear
said. “These three know that their
scores are going to count. I believe
that will make them a little more
competitive than trying to lean on
‘Well, perhaps somebody else will
play better than me, and what I
play doesn’t matter.”
Jeffers is the lone golfer with
high school experience – she
played on RCS’ inaugural team in

2020

2019. Puryear is in her first year
playing golf, while Phillips first
picked up a club in her youth days.
“Kaitlyn is our number one
player – I think she’ll typically end
up having our best score,” Puryear
said. “Antasia is very consistent –
she doesn’t hit the ball a long ways,
but she’s always in the fairway.
She’ll get a good score.”
Robin, Les’ granddaughter, will
only improve as the season moves
on.
“Robin’s learning, and she’s going to have some high scores,” Les
Puryear said. “With her athletic
skills and her mental toughness,
I think she’ll just get better and
better.”
While Puryear is in his first year
coaching, he is no stranger to the
links, playing more than 50 years,
which included a stop in collegiate
golf. The experience will help a

Bulldogs team with only one topthree finish a year ago.
“Golf is not just being able to hit
the ball and putt, but it’s strategic,” Puryear said. “It’s not a game
where you just get on every tee
and hit a driver. You might want to
hit an iron off the tee so you make
sure you stay in the fairway.”
Puryear emphasized how effective use of the iron will lead to
good scores for his golfers.
“If they hit a 9-iron 100 yards – if
they hit that three times, they’re
going to be right around the
green,” Puryear said. “Even if they
chip up on a four and two-putt,
that’s a double bogey. In this game,
that’s a good score. That’s what I’m
trying to do – from my experience,
trying to teach them how to play
golf strategically.”
Like fall sports teams across the
state, RCS golf does not know its
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schedule.
“We’re able to practice right
now,” Puryear said. “The only
thing we’ve been told is that the
season for fall sports will not start
until after Sept. 1. We don’t know
where we’re going to go, when
we’re going to go.”
When the Bulldogs make their
eventual return to the links, they
will likely play conference foes
Falls Lake Academy, Vance Charter, Triangle Math and Science
Academy , Franklin Academy, East
Wake Academy and Oxford Prep.
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Person women’s tennis
looking for growth
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

Last year was a re-building year
for the Person High School women’s
tennis team.
After winning 10 matches in 2018
– a team that carried seven seniors
– the Rockets struggled in 2019, with
their lone victory an 8-1 triumph over
J.F. Webb.
The Rockets featured 13 players –
nine sophomores and four freshmen.
“For one, the girls had little-tono experience playing tennis in a
competitive setting before that,”
head coach Tyler Wade said. “(Last
season was) kind of just working on
fundamentals and teaching rules of
the game.”
Wade talked about the tennis
disadvantage that Person County
athletes face, and what he is doing to
try and remove that.
“We start off behind the eight ball
– (we don’t have a) middle school
program that surrounding counties
have,” Wade said. “There have been
talks – we’ve tried to do summer
clinics in the past, get middle school
kids and younger kids going, which
in turn brings a little bit of experience to help the girls and boys
teams. There are some plans in the
works –trying to come up with different stuff to do each summer.”
With a more experienced team in
2020, highlighted by returning topseed Kaitlyn Wrenn, Alora Horton
and Kalei Stephens, Person looks
to gain some ground in a stacked
conference that includes Eastern
Alamance and Rockingham County
— two 11-win teams from a season
ago.
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“As far as I know, most of the girls
we had in the top six last year are
returning,” Wade said. “A couple
girls that transfered schools – there
will be a couple spots opening up.
It’s hard to saw who will be where
seeding-wise this year.”
Wade has a couple goals for the
upcoming season he wants his players to strive for.
“Obviously, we want to improve
from last year – we just had the one
win,” Wade said. “If a couple of
those wins can be conference wins,
I’d be really happy with that. As far
as talking to the girls, I think they’ve
got some of their own goals set in
how many matches they want to win
individually.”
Wade, now in his fourth year of
coaching Rocket tennis, has a good
grasp on the program – and his
players.
“When I first started, it was all
new to me,” Wade said. “I was just
as nervous as some of the girls out
there playing – I’ve gotten a little
bit more comfy with it. When I first
started, I was more concerned with
wins and losses. Now, I’m oriented
towards girls improving as players
themselves.”
Initially scheduled to open up
the season on Wednesday, Aug. 19,
Person is scheduled to take to the
courts for its first official practice on
Monday, April 12, followed by their
opening match on April 26.
“For right now, the goal is to keep
the rust off – get the girls out on the
courts at least once or twice a week,
run through some drills,” Wade said.
“Just not playing can be one of the
worst things in tennis – it’s hard to
get that rhythm back. We’ll ramp up
once we get closer to the season.”

Rocket netters return
depth this season
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

Stephen Poindexter is a coach
who likes to have fun.
Poindexter, the head men’s tennis coach at Person High School,
earns the respect of his players by
teaching them the game of tennis
with a laid-back tone.
“I just remember that at the end
of a day – if you’re too hard on
these players, they’re not going to
have love for the sport,” Poindexter said. “The whole point behind
being a coach is to teach kids to
do things, pique interest, and keep
them playing.”
In 2020, Person split its first two
matches of the season – a 6-3 victory against Roxboro Community
School, and a 9-0 loss to Mid-State
Conference rival Western Alamance.
“Western – they won our conference last year, they’re a really
good team,” Poindexter said.
“Playing against RCS, their program is new.”
Then, the news hit – the 2020
spring sports season was shutting
down. Person played one more
match – a 6-3 victory against local
rival J.F. Webb – before finishing
the season with a 2-1 record.
“If you remember – before that
match, we had no idea if that was
going to be the end of our season
or what was going to happen,”
Poindexter said. “Talking to my
players – we were excited that
at least we finished beating two
teams local to us. We wish we
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could have played more in our
conference – show how good we
had grown over the past year.”
When Person takes the court
in March 2021, everyone except
graduated senior Jonathan
Osnaya-Bautista is projected to
return. Poindexter is expected to
have his top three singles players,
Jobie Fie, Blake Gillie and Nathan
Reed back on the court.
“They are looking forward to
getting back into the swing of
things,” Poindexter said. “This
year, if everyone returns like
we’re expecting, we’re going to
have six seniors. The younger
guys mentioned to me they’re
coming back.”
Poindexter hopes his players are
staying in shape over the extended
sports break.
“(Success) – it’s all going to
depend on if they’ve continued
playing since March,” Poindexter
said. “We can talk about it all day
long – when the guys put their feet
on the court and rackets in their
hands, we realize where they’re
standing.”
Person can play 14 times during
the regular season, which ends
Friday, April 30, with a maximum
of two contests per week.
“The rumblings I’ve heard have
been that we’re going to have a
conference-only season,” Poindexter said. “I would love to get the
RCS-Person rivalry going again
and also play against Webb. I’m
also trying to work with (women’s
tennis coach) Tyler (Wade) to have
scrimmages with them to try and
push each other.”

2020

Storrs entering second year
heading Bulldog tennis
By AIDAN JENSEN

Sports Editor
ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

The first year for any sports team
is exciting.
In 2020, Roxboro Community
School welcomed a men’s tennis
team, led by spanish teacher Keegan
Storrs.
“The best thing that I loved was
getting those students who I was
familiar with – in the academic context – in a completely different way
and building relationships with those
kids,” Storrs said. “The way that I
was able to bond with them and each
other – it definitely felt like a team.
They were a really special group
to me. Seeing them fall in love with
the sport – we had nobody who had
played before.”
While the Bulldogs did not pick up
a match win, rising senior Kenneth
Pridgen became the first player in
school history to win an individual
match, taking down Person’s Robert
Davis in a 6-1, 1-6 10-8 thriller.
“I was just so happy for him,”
Storrs said. “All the players being
first-year players, we felt like it was
going to happen at some time. We
didn’t know who, when, and how
long into the season before we got
that first win.”
“That was our third and last game
of the season – I’m so glad that Kenny and the rest of our players who
took home a win on that day – I’m so
happy they got to see some of that
hard work pay off before our season
ended,” Storrs said.
Storrs played around with his
starting six – he utilized combi-

nations of Franklin Bell, William
Bowes, Gregory Chizhikov, Tabian
Horner, Bates Martin, Cameron Partridge, Pridgen, and Jaxon White in
singles, while adding Harrison Hicks
and Jimmy Wilborn into doubles. All
but Chizhikov – who is transferring
schools and Martin are expected
back.
“Pretty much everyone else has
given me the a-okay they’re coming
back,” Storrs said. “I know Franklin
will definitely be back. William is
supposed to be back, J.T. mentioned
he’s coming back. I’m hope they’ll
spread the word to their friends.”
There may be a few newcomers to
Bulldog tennis in the 2021 season –
including athletes who could not play
last year.
“I’ve heard from one or two other
kids that they really would like to
come out for their senior and junior
year,” Storrs said. “Some of that I
guess – they’ve seen their friends
working hard and having fun. We
might see more people come out
this year, knowing it’s for fun and to
learn and to exercise.”
Storrs is trying to keep tennis
in the loop during his extended
downtime. Now, with school back in
session, Storrs’ focus shifted towards
the classroom.
“This has been one of the most demanding years, as far as a teacher’s
perspective from working outside the
classroom and preparing to teach
a class,” Storrs said. “I’m very glad
tennis is not a fall sport right now
for guys. Right now, I do not have
any plans for offseason practice – I’m
definitely open to the idea, especially
when it cools down a bit.”

GOOD LUCK TO ALL
ATHLETES!
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