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Fresh minds, fierce competitors
By AIDAN JENSEN

ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

It’s time to suit up.
After a summer filled of relaxation, travel ball,
workouts and vacations, Person County now finds
itself in the midst of August – the start of the fall
sports calendar across North Carolina.
I know I’m not the only one excited to see the
Person High School football team charge the field
in front of a packed Rocket Stadium on Friday
nights or the volleyball teams in Red or Blue take
to the floor.
Regardless of the sport being played, it’s just
good to have the excitement of local sports back.
An entire summer to relax, plus summer workouts and the first couple weeks of fall practices,
should give our local athletes fresh minds and a
desire to compete at the highest level, just like last
year.
Look at the four state playoff appearances alone
and two state championship athletes from the fall.
The Bulldog volleyball squad pulled off a deep

run to the 1A East regional final, the RCS women’s
tennis team won its first-ever state playoff match,
the Rocket volleyball team made another deep
postseason run to the 3A regional semifinals and
the RCS men’s soccer team snapped a six-year
playoff drought.
Haley Thomas, who enters her senior campaign,
became the first female golfer at Person to qualify
for the state championships. Alexandra Winstead,
also heading into her senior season, turned a
successful cross country season at RCS into a state
championship appearance.
Person has a new athletic director this year in
head men’s basketball coach Charles Dacus. He
takes over for Jeremy Clayton, who stepped down
around the start of 2022.
The Rockets make this transition under a longtime coach and Person County favorite, one who I
fully trust to lead the athletic programs to success.
Person’s football squad brings back head coach
Carl Smith Jr. for his second season, but needs to
replace the production of nearly 1,000-yard rusher
Jerry Oakley.

The Rockets started their season 2-2, then endured a tough slate of seven consecutive losses to
end the campaign.
Smith wants his offense to circle around a power
run game. Luckily for him, Smith has a plethora
of options in senior Daveon Marner, junior C.J.
Hunt and sophomore DaeJon Hodge, all of whom
have varsity experience.
The Rockets return plenty of other starters, including seniors Julian Crawley and bruising tackler/fullback Kiryce McCain. Crawley broke onto
the scene as Person’s Swiss Army Knife – catching
passes and sprinting past defenders into the end
zone, or taking long kick returns to the house.
McCain is going to be a leader – he showcased the
ability to rally his teammates with his tough runs,
solid tackles and voice in the huddle.
How Person does on the field will largely be
dictated by their offensive and defensive lines. The
o-line is no issue – it did a great job limiting how
many times opponents stormed into the backfield.
See Welcome, Page 3

Rocket Superboosters Fall 2022 thru Spring 2023
Absolute Security & Lock
AIM Volleyball
AJ-Z Auto and Tire
Allgood Excavation & Land Services
Bob & Patti Morgan
Bowes Colllson Center
Brookland Eats
Brooks & White Funeral Home
Burton Realty Group
Carver Agency
CBS Quality Cars
Chad Bowes Excavating, LLC
Clarksville Station
Clayton & Hurdle Disposal Service, Inc
Community Pharmacy of Roxboro
Community Pharmacy of Timberlake
Rock City Guns
CPC of NC, LLC
Dan Craig, CPA P.C.
DATCO/Grand Occasions
DPC Pawn Shop
Dr. Chris Atkins, DDS
Dr. Jeff Noblett, DDS
Dr. Jim Short
Dr. Steve Garrett, OD
Dreamworks
Duke Energy Progress

Edward Jones-David Bremer
Edward Jones-Ford Bradshaw /
Bryce Snow
Emerge Ortho
Fathom Realty--Kerry Johnson
Gravitte’s Floor Designs, Inc
Grissom & Holloman, PC
H & R Block – Roxboro
Hall’s Plumbing Heating & Air
Holden, Moss, Knott, Clark, & Copley,
P.A. Infinity Communications, LLC
Ira L Thorpe & Sons. Inc
Joe Weinberger, Atty at Law
KRB Accounting
Legacy Building Co, Inc
Lumen
M & M Screen PrlnUng
Mastec
Mike & Teresa Shotwell
Moving Screens
North State Medlcal Center
Old Country Club Steakhouse
Olive Hill Welding & Fabrication, Inc
Papagood Foot, LLC
Peninger Landscaping, LLC
Person Family Medical Center
Person Memorial Hospital

Person to Person, Inc
Piedmont Community College
R & S Sporting Goods/ Sign Graphics
Regan & Son Heating & Air
Remax--Gay Poindexter
Rolling Hills Garden Center/ Village
Gallery Florist
Roxboro Savings Bank
Rustic Restorations, LLC
Serenity Salon
Shore Creek Forest & Garden
Steelhorse Strangers Motorcycle Club
Stephen Wilson, CPA
Strader Weldlng Co.
Taylor Business Products
The Courier=Times
The Exchange
Thorpe Money ENT
Tommy Lawrence Electrical
Contractors, Inc
Tunnel Creek Vineyards
Union Bank
University Ford
Vesuvio’s Italian Restaurant
Walker Insurance Agency, Inc
Walker’s Draperies
WRXO-WKRX Radio

Rocket Club

“Fueling The Rocket Since 1950”
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WELCOME
Continued from Page 2
The d-line generated pressure, but
not the sack rate when the likes of
Preston Carr or Josh Harris were on
the team.
Every player and coach are hoping
to help the Rockets do something for
the first time in six seasons – qualify
for the state playoffs. With seniors at
skill positions and plenty of additional
projected returners, Person is in a
better position to snap that drought,
even in a stacked conference with four
postseason teams from a year ago.
Amanda Ramirez is back for another season as the Person volleyball
program’s head coach.
Unlike seasons’ past, she will have
to rely heavily on her youth. Ramirez
expects to have a rebuilding year – all
great programs go through it at some
point.
Person graduated its entire starting
lineup from last year – setter Lillie
Davis, middle blocker Jacie Kennedy,
outside hitters Karter Hawkins and
Blair Nance, plus defensive stalwarts
Kelcey Mangum and Mariah McCowan.
There are a lot of new Rockets, but
there are a couple returners. Jadyn
Chandler, a junior who was the JV
team’s setter two years ago, will have
some big shoes to fill for Davis. Miriam Clayton, a junior who smashed
41 kills, dug up 33 attacks and served
up 12 aces for the JV team last year,
should see extensive action in her
first varsity season. Cassie Jay, Danni
Brown and Abbey Evans, who shined
for JV last fall, are a couple names to
look our for.
Person’s question mark, however,
will be defense. Will Ramirez go with a
combo of Evans and Delayna Grimes,
both juniors, or start true freshman
on the back row? Are girls going to being playing out of position? Fans will
find out who plays where this week
– the Rockets traveled across town to
the Dog House yesterday, then host
Vance Charter later today for their
home opener.
RCS volleyball fans have a lot to be

excited about, even though they say
goodbye to captains Abby Lewis and
Maci Clark, for the fourth year under
head coach Hayden Rigsbee.
RCS bring back its starting setter,
junior Jenna Hogan, who led the
Triangle North Conference with 506
assists last fall in her first season
starting. Her elite passing ability
should benefit a somewhat-new attack
this year.
Hogan can also step up as a member
of the attack or defense, as she collected 80 kills and dug out 210 attacks,
both fourth-most on the Bulldogs.
Her serves are deadly – 61 aces was
the second-highest amount on RCS in
2021.
Sydney Adkins, who stepped into
a starting outside hitter role as a
junior last year, can do a little bit of
everything. She collected 221 digs, 133
kills, served up 43 aces and blocked 25
attacks as a six-rotation player.
Junior Alison O’Briant is back as
RCS’ starting middle blocker. She
frustrated opponents in the Fall 2021
campaign with a team-leading 62
blocks. Having an experienced player
like her on the front row will help
some of the younger, front-row players grow comfortably into their roles.
Thanks to 13 eighth graders from
a year ago, the Bulldogs should have
enough players for a JV team.
Lynn Ward is back for another
season as head coach of the Person
women’s golf team, which returns
Thomas and a handful of experienced
golfers, including Aisnley Burch and
Riley Carver.
Ward is aiming for more golfers to
qualify for regionals and states entering the fall campaign.
Stephen Poindexter, who leads the
PHS men’s tennis team, will take over
the women’s tennis squad this fall for
Tyler Wade. Chad Zuehlke, who assisted on Rick Baltes’ staff at Person, will
be the Bulldogs’ new soccer coach.
I’m excited to get back in the gym
and see some of your friendly faces. I
look forward to grabbing Sheetz, then
heading over to Rocket Stadium to
bring you the best football coverage in
Roxboro. I wish every fall sports team,
at both the high school and middle

school levels, success in their pursuit
of victory.
Making this Fall Sports Tab would
be impossible without the help of my
amazing team.
Jan Ross and Ginger Carroll are
our rockstar page designers. You can
thank them for all the visual aspects
of the tab – image and story placement, titles and text appearance.
Lea Russell is the engine that keeps
this crazy family running here in Roxboro. While I conducted my research
for the Fall Sports Preview during the
slow summer months, she was busy
reaching out to people and inquiring
about their interest in advertising for
us. I do not know how she manages to
keep her head on a swivel – advertising for a community paper is no easy
job, especially when it involves weekly
operations and the FSP.
I have said it before many times, but
I am beyond glad that I have an old
sports pro in Kelly Snow as my boss.
Whenever I had a question about
cover or story ideas, Kelly was there
to help. If I was unsure about pho-

to usage or themes, Kelly gave me
suggestions. He recommended I start
planning early. I took his advice – the
first thing I did when spring sports
ended in May was look at potential
storylines for the 2022 fall teams.
The greatest way Kelly helped me,
however, was looking over my copy
one last time before it runs later today,
while I am in Europe celebrating my
sister’s graduation from college. Don’t
worry, I’ll be back early next week.
To all the coaches and athletes who
took time out of their busy practices, in the sweltering, early August,
late-summer heat, thank you. As soon
as practice ends, I know the first thing
you want to do is go home and enjoy
your summer. That time you give, no
matter how much or how little, makes
things significantly easier on your
local sports editor so he can bring you
the best stories.
Get out of the house and head
to the playing field. Fall sports are
back and better than ever. Enjoy the
Fall Sports Preview. See you next
week.

Wishing Person
County Athletes
A Great Season!
Water Quality Professionals

• Muddy, Smelly Water?
• Concerned about your drinking water?
• Hard water?
• Low water pressure?
• Water stains? Dingy laundry?

N.C.
Certified
Well
Contractor

Water Wizards, Inc.
Specializing in Well Repair, Well Drilling
Services & Groundwater Analysis

336-322-WELL (9355)
www.waterwizardsnc.com

24
Hour
Repair
Service!
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Person High
School Cross
Country Schedule
Aug. 31 Conference Meet at Eastern Alamance TBA
Sept. 13 vs. Eastern Alamance, Orange at Orange TBA
Sept. 20 Conference Meet at Northwood TBA
Oct. 4 vs. Orange, Northwood, Williams at Mayo Lake Park TBA
Oct. 11 vs. Orange, Cedar Ridge at Cedar Ridge TBA
Oct. 19 Conference Meet at Eastern Alamance TBA

• Replacement Windows - Energy Efficient
• Home Improvement
• Seamless Gutter
• Vinyl Cedar Shakes
• Board & Batten Vertical Siding
• Insulated Vinyl Siding
40 Years Of Exceptional Service &
Installation Experience
Free Consultations

MIKE GRAHAM EXTERIORS
(919)236-9320
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2022 Person High School cross country team

Experienced girls highlight Rocket runners
By AIDAN JENSEN

ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

Person High School head cross
country coach Morgan Meyer highlighted how last season was more
about having fun and learning the
sport.
Alan Arthur and Hannah Brann
led the team, consistently finishing with top times for a squad that
struggled in the strong Central
Conference.
This season, particularly with a
full women’s team, the focus shifts
to success.
“Just in that first week of practice, I’ve seen my runners push
themselves and do more that they
even though they could last year,”
Meyer said. “They’ve started to
complete distance goals without
stopping, saying, ‘I never thought I
could do that.’ It’s been very helpful.”
Meyer will carry seven female

runners this fall, four of whom are
seniors.
She is looking at returners Kimberlin Romero and Kayla Brown,
plus track standout Terika Gentry,
as her lead runners. Gentry competed in the 100 and 200-meter dash for
the Rockets’ track team last year.
“We are going to have a strong
girls team,” Meyer said. “The girls
have really been working hard and
pushing each other in practice. I
think that Terika is going to try and
really push herself this year, for
cross country, then I think she’ll
really show up in track as well.
Kimberlin as well, I think she wants
to push herself.”
Meyer will search for results in
the form of meet placement.
“I’m hoping to see our girls place
at quite a few meets this year, even
if it’s second or third place,” Meyer
said. “I’m hoping to see them show
up and place because they’re all
kind of close and push each other.

If they can work together in a pack
and finish that way, they can score
points and place.”
Meyer only has one returning
male runner, senior Carson Wilborn, who she wants to see improve
throughout his last year in Rocket
blue.
Meyer hopes to eventually field
enough runners so her boys can
score in meets.

“I hope Carson keeps his motivation up because he knows the boys’
team can’t really score,” Meyer
said. “It’s still important for him
to go out there and do his best. I’m
hoping that as a senior, he’ll have
some personal goals that will push
him to end on some of his best
times. Hopefully, we can get out and
recruit some more boys throughout
the school year.”

Thank You Person
County Schools for
your commitment to
recycling!
Person County
Recycling Center
741 Martin Street • Roxboro

336-597-4437
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Three things to watch for Person football
The Rockets will rise if...
They properly utilize Julian
Crawley’s skillset.
Crawley did not join Person last
year until its 49-0 domination of
Granville Central in Week Three,
but made an immediate impact,
catching a screen pass from former
quarterback Cole Garrett and
taking it 17 yards to the end zone in
the victory.
The next week, in a come-frombehind, 36-25 win against Riverside, Crawley hauled in a go-ahead,
29-yard touchdown reception in the
fourth quarter that gave the Rockets a lead they never relinquished.
He also showcased his speed early
in the contest, sprinting past his
defenders and down the field for an
89-yard, kickoff return touchdown.
Crawley missed the final three
games of last season because of

Rooting
for all
Athletes!
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injury and Person only scored a
combined 15 points in those contests.
Crawley can line up just about
anywhere on the field and be effective. Look for him to take a lot of
snaps at wide receiver and defensive back.
He will be taking handoffs or
catching passes from Elijah Palmer and DaeJon Hodge this season.
If Crawley stays healthy throughout the season and quickly develops chemistry with his teammates,
look for Person to be a surprise
playoff team out of the loaded Central Conference.

The Rockets will fall if...
They fail to establish a running
game.

Person says goodbye to graduated running back Jerry Oakley,
who amassed 993 yards in his senior season under head coach Carl
Smith’s run-first offense.
Luckily for the Rockets, they
return C.J. Hunt and Daveon
Marner, their second and third
leading rushers from last year,
which is ultra-important for their
run-heavy offense.
Hunt, a speedy running back
with an ability to cut and quickly
turn up field, amassed 146 yards on
35 carries last season. He scored
twice in his sophomore campaign
– once in the opener against Webb,
then again in the loss at Chapel
Hill.
Marner, a speedy bruiser who
showed an ability to break even the
strongest of tackles, racked up 128
yards on 32 carries.

Given their nearly identical carry and similar yardage totals, look
for both Hunt and Marner to spend
significant time in the backfield
each game.
Hodge, who played most of his
freshman season on JV, showed
flashes of potential by bursting
down field for a 23-yard touchdown
in the win at Granville Central.
He also enjoyed a decent night in
the loss at Orange, carrying the
ball eight times for 56 yards, which
included a 21-yarder in the third
quarter.
Even though Hodge will likely
spend more time under center,
look for him to be an effective
option quarterback in Smith’s
ground-and-pound offense.

See Watch, Page 9

Getting To Know
Julian Farrish,

Person Varsity football
What does it mean to be a
Rocket?
“Having pride, brotherhood and
sticking together. It’s 11 players on
the football field, all 11 got to put
in.”

What do you like about playing
for Coach Smith?
“I like how he holds everybody
accountable and makes sure
everybody knows their plays.”

Favorite thing you did this
summer?
“I grinded the whole offseason,
stayed in the gym every day.”

What are you eating after
games?
“Got to hit up that La Cocina
after the game.”

What are you drinking on game
day?

What’s your hype music?
“Got to have that Meek Mill.”

Who’s a player you model your
game after?
“Aaron Donald. I watch a lot of
his pass-rush moves. He’s who I get
a lot of my moves from.”

Who’s your favorite team?
“I would say probably the Los
Angeles Rams. I’m an Odell fan, so
I go wherever he goes.”

What kind of car do you drive?
“Chevy Silverado 2015.”

What is your goal for this
season?
“To go off 8-2. I want to flip our
record or even do better. Another
goal I want to go to state playoffs.”

“My go-to is a bottle of water,
then half a Gatorade mixed with
water.”
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2022 Person High School varsity football team

Supporting Our Local Teams is Fun…
Representing You is Serious Business.

Smith counting on veterans,
plethora of talent for
improved results
By AIDAN JENSEN

ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

We’re dedicated to achieving the best outcome for every client.

Listen to Ben Holloman broadcasting
Rocket games this season!

Grissom & Holloman, PC
Attorneys at Law

Best Law Firm
336-598-4448

32 Court St., Roxboro

Please Recycle This Paper
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After a tough start to begin the 2021
season, the Person High School varsity football team ended the non-conference slate with momentum.
The Rockets won consecutive
games against Granville Central and
Riverside after starting 0-2 with a
pair of tough losses. They took a 21-7
lead into halftime against a then-undefeated Chapel Hill High School
squad, just two quarters away from
their first winning non-conference
record in five years.
Person ultimately gave up that lead
and lost six straight to close out its
campaign to finish off the season 2-8
and 0-5 in the Central Conference.
This year’s Rockets, who are experienced across the roster, are hungry
to get back on the field and prove

they’re a winning team.
“They’ve been working their tails
off since January,” second-year head
coach Carl Smith Jr. said. “They’ve
been committed and shown a lot of
growth in just knowing everything.
They are miles ahead of where
they were last year. They’ve gotten
stronger, bigger, faster and more
confident. They’re 100 percent ready
to play.”
Smith is also experienced within
the system, now having a full offseason under his belt to learn his
players and instill schemes.
In turn, Smith’s players know more
about his expectations, which zero in
on accountability.
“I feel more confident about the
culture,” Smith said. “In terms of
what we’re building here, there’s
See Football, Page 9

FOOTBALL

WATCH

Continued from Page 8

Continued from Page 6

plenty of times where we get into different situations throughout the day,
where I don’t have to say a word. The
players know exactly what I expect.
They will be the first ones to either
address a situation or vocalize what
needs to be done. The finger-pointing
has decreased dramatically. They’re
getting after each other in a good way.
The majority of the team knows the
rules. You’ve got to get those guys
acclimated to what we’re doing, but
we’re definitely moving in the right
direction. We’re just waiting for game
day now.”

Farrish anchoring an experienced
offensive line
AIDAN JENSEN | THE COURIER-TIMES

Julian Crawley, in just his second season of varsity football, is
expected to be a key member of the Person High School football team’s receiving corps. Crawley caught two touchdowns
and returned a long kickoff in three games last year before a
season-ending injury.

There was a brand new starter at
every single skill position on offense
last year.
Cole Garrett took over at quarterSee Football, Page 14

Keep an eye out for...
How many players suit up for the Rockets this
year.
Towards the end of the season, Person struggled
to field a full team due to injuries.
Smith consistently called up players from JV,
giving the Rockets just enough bodies and some
bench players.
Guys found themselves on both sides of the ball
during games, leading to excess fatigue. Person
players, at times, struggled to bring down opposing
players and find the open holes on the ground.
At summer workouts on Tuesday, Aug. 2, approximately 60 players showed up between JV and
varsity.
Interest in the program needs to be high, while
the Rockets need to find a way to avoid the injury
bug, if they want to avoid worrying about a numbers shortage.
As early-season practices and games progress,
look for a couple new players to join the program.
Crawley did it last year and instantly became a
vital part of the offense.

We are so proud of how hard youworked to get back on the court!
Wishing all of the Person Varsity & JV a great season!!

GO ROCKETS!
We Love You

legacy-building.com

Mom, Dad, Marshall & Emma!
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MEET THE ROCKETS | FOOTBALL

4

ELIJAH PALMER

5

Senior | 5-7
Strong Safety, Running Back | 175

NOAH SULLIVAN

10

Soph. | QB
5-8 | 175

DAVEON MARNER

9

Senior | 5-10
Safety, Punter | 155

Junior | 5-7
Safety | 146

11

BARRY FARMER

12

Junior | 6-4
WR, Safety | 155

ISAIAH SMITH

21

Junior | 5-7
Wide Receiver/Defensive Back | 145

JASON PHILLIPS

18

Junior | 6-4
WR/DB | 187

Junior | 5-9
LB | 166

22

23

24

26

Senior | 5-9
CB, RB | 175

Senior | 6-3
WR | 200

Soph. | 6-3
QB, RB, DE | 190

Junior | 5-9
DE, RB | 205

STEPHON JONES
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JULIAN CRAWLEY

DAEJON HODGE

OMARION WATKINS

DENNIS WOLFE

JAMARI TUCK

MEET THE ROCKETS | FOOTBALL

27

VICTOR RODRIGUEZ

28

30

ZIKEUS MOORE

32

Soph. | 5-9
LB/RB | 210

KIRYCE MCCAIN
Senior | 6-1
LB | 213

Junior | 5-10
Linebacker | 220

Junior | 5-6
RB. LB | 177

33

MICAH CHAMBERS

37

BRANDON PARKER

54

Senior | 5-6
RB | 162

JULIAN FARRISH

55

Junior | 5-10
LB, TE | 218

Junior | 6-2
DE, TE, OT, DT, LS | 215

Junior | 6-3
DT Guard | 305

60

68

71

72

Soph. | 6-0
DL | 275

Soph. | 5-10
DT, LT | 264

Junior | 5-7
Center | 310

Junior | 5-10
LG | 266

TREVQUAN GARY

TONY DIXON

TYREEK TORAIN

C.J. HUNT

ISRAEL LASSITER

DUKE BRADSHER
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MEET THE ROCKETS | FOOTBALL

77

82

84

85

Junior | 6-4
RT, DT | 270

Senior | 5-10
Wide Receiver | 145

Senior | 5-11
Wide Receiver | 120

Senior | 6-1
WR, LB | 175

DANIEL CONNER

BEN PETTIFORD

KHALIL MULDROW

BENJAMIN THOMPSON

Let’s Go
Rockets

86

88

Senior | 5-11
DB, WR | 160

Senior | 6-2
Safety | 175

JAMES WOLFE

TRISTON STREET

LITCHFIELD

Service
Station

Experienced Mechanics on Duty
• Service Oriented
• Affordable & Reliable
• Repairs & Maintenance
• Oil Changes • Tire Service
• Inspections

Good Luck Wrestlers!
2140 Leasburg Road | 336-599-2041
Mark Litchfield, Sr. & Mark Litchfield, Jr.
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Wishing All Athletes
A Successful Season!
• Tree Trimming
& Removal
• Stump Removal
• Bush Hogging
• Tree Transplanting
• Lawn Seeding

336-599-7420 • MOBILE: 336-504-4069
Warren P. Dixon - Fully Insured

Getting To Know
C. J. Hunt • Person Varsity football
What does it mean to be a Rocket?

“Anything by this dude named Jdot Breezy.”

“It’s a brotherhood. It’s a way of life, it’s not just
football.”

What’s your favorite restaurant in Roxboro?
“La Cocina.”

Who’s your funniest teammate?
“Daveon Marner.”

How do you wind down after a game?

What’s your favorite PHS football memory?
“My first touchdown – it was on JV against
Western Alamance. I picked up a fumble.”

“I regroup with my teammates, talk to them,
talk about the game and get some sleep.”

What is the most important part about each
position you play?

What’s your pregame routine?
“Just chill out, relax, listen to music so I can go
out and do my job.”

“Running back, you’ve got to be able to absorb
and take contact. Linebacker is one of the most
important parts of the field. You’ve got to be able
to read and make plays.”

What song are you listening to on game day?
FOLLOW US ON
INSTAGRAM & FACEBOOK

MADISON
MARKETPLACE

CELEBRATING
15 YEARS!
MONDAY-WEDNESDAY 10-5:30
THURSDAY & FRIDAY 10-6
SATURDAY 10-4

FALL IN LOVE WITH
NEW ARRIVALS!

SCOUT•SHEILA FAJL•JULIE VOS•SIMPLY SOUTHERN•HOBO•CLARA SUN WOO•COTON COLORS•BRUMATE•FOXCROFT•ENEWTON
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FOOTBALL
Continued from Page 9
back for Ridge Clayton, Jerry Oakley
replaced DaShaun Brown at running
back and Julian Crawley, Person’s
leading receiver, played his first year
of varsity football.
The offensive and defensive lines
changed almost entirely and it
showed in early season setbacks,
starting with the opener against J.F.
Webb, when the Rockets gave up
nearly 300 yards rushing and four
touchdowns to Javon Bullock in the
home loss.
“There were two factors against
us last season – the COVID year,
plus the fact that we graduated over
20 seniors,” Smith said. “A lot of
guys who played had never been in
a varsity football situation before.
For us, the season was about making
AIDAN JENSEN | THE COURIER-TIMES sure we put guys in the right position
Look for C.J. Hunt, who saw a reserve running back role last season with 146 because we were going to struggle
yards and two touchdowns, to be a breakout player in a starting role for the regardless. Now, you’re dealing with
a veteran offensive line that got its
Person High School football team this year.

GO
!
S
T
E
ROCK

From one Rocket to another....
Throughout my life, playing sports has
helped keep me grounded and motivated.
This year, I'll be cheering you on toward a
history making 2022 season! - Keith

Keith Daye for Sheriff
www.keithdaye4sheriff.com
PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT KEITH DAYE SHERIFF.
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butt whooped last year. That’s a good
thing because those guys now know
what that fight feels like. They’ve
been working really hard. They
know their concepts, game plan and
schemes just as good as I do. They’re
ready to rock and roll. We have a ton
of excitement going into this year.”
Smith is tabbing junior Julian Farrish as his leader in the trenches.
“He’ll be an anchor on both sides
of the ball,” Smith said. “He’s completely locked in, knowing everything
as far as assignments and coverages.”
Farrish will be joined by seniors
Scott Gentry and Daniel Conner on
the right side.
“Those are our three varsity returners from last year,” Smith said.
“Scott Gentry will do a great job at
right guard and Daniel Conner will
do a great job at right tackle.”
Duke Bradsher fills out the left side
of the offensive line, while 2021 JV
center Tyreek Torain slots in as the
See Football, Page 15

Dance Sale

August 1st - September 15th
10% off All Dance Shoes
10% off All Dancewear
50% off Select Dancewear & Shoes

We are fully stocked for the upcoming dance
season with new & exciting brands & styles!

413 Mt. Cross Road, Suite 202 • Danville, Virginia 24540
434-799-0757 • ntended1@verizon.net
STORE HOURS
Monday - Friday: 10 - 5
Saturday: 10 - 4

Labor Day Weekend Hours
Saturday Sept. 3rd: 10 - 5
Monday Sept. 5th: 10 - 5

FOOTBALL
Continued from Page 14
varsity starter.
“Duke Bradsher has probably had
the most growth out of all the offensive linemen,” Smith said. “He did a
phenomenal job with us and is still
working, learning and getting better
in that weight room. He is a dog. He
is willing to fight everybody at any
chance he gets. Those five guys will
solidify the offensive line and I look
forward to going into the season with
them.”
Having a strong offensive line,
particularly for a run-first team like
the Rockets, is paramount in opening
up holes for positive yardage and
touchdowns.
“Football starts in the trenches,”
Smith said. “I expect our offensive
line to be able to adjust to whatever
the defense might throw at it. They
must have the ability to make different calls and communicate with one
another, without letting the defense

know exactly what they’re doing.
There’s a lot of things they have
to know – the playbook, technique
and how players are supposed to be
blocked. They’re done a great job of
understanding those things.”

Hunt poised for breakout year
and leading role
Smith is anticipating a big junior
season for running back C.J. Hunt.
Hunt, a fullback playing behind
Oakley last year, amassed 146 yards
and two scores on 35 carries. He split
carries with Daveon Marner when
injuries forced Oakley to miss three
games.
With Oakley graduated, Hunt’s
workload is bound to increase.
“He was one of those kids we could
not get in the right spot,” Smith said.
“A big reason for that was having
Jerry in front of him. C.J. had to buy
his time and he did. He has come
in here and grown at an offensive
skill position more than anybody.
See Football, Page 16
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Person High School football player Stephon Jones attempts to slow down the
Orange High School player during a road game last year. Jones should be another key point to the Rockets’ secondary in his senior campaign.

Best Wishes To All
Athletes This Season!
“Victory is in having done your best.
If you’ve done your best, you’ve won.”

CLAYTON & HURDLE
DISPOSAL SERVICE
Commercial - Residential - Recycling

Family Owned & Operated

720 Charlie Long Road, Hurdle Mills
336-599-5832
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He is primed, ready to rock and roll
and carry the load for this team. We
thought that he would be good, but
he has, to this date, overcome every
expectation we’ve had of him. He’s
bigger stronger, faster and more
knowledgeable of our plays. I expect
a good year out of him.”
Another valuable piece to the
Rocket backfield will be DaeJon
Hodge, a JV starter who showcased
his versatility in limited varsity
action.
Hodge scored Person’s final touchdown in a 49-0 thumping of Granville
Central, gained 56 yards on eight
carries in a 26-14 loss at Orange, then
started at quarterback in the Oct. 21
defeat at Western Alamance.
He took snaps under center in
early August practices, but will likely
play multiple positions on Friday
nights.

“DaeJon is just an athlete,” Smith
said. “It doesn’t matter where we put
DaeJon, he’s going to be one of the
better players on the field. Our goal
is to move him around. There will be
times where he is the running back,
quarterback and the wide receiver.”

Crawley, Phillips to catch passes
from Palmer, Hodge
E.J. Palmer did a lot of growing in
his freshman season.
When Garrett lost time to injury,
Smith had to call up his JV quarterback.
Palmer primarily ran the ball on
varsity, but showcased his ability to
throw on the run.
Look for more of the same this season, with Palmer poised to take even
more snaps under center.
“E.J. is the commander,” Smith
said. “He’s used to being in that position of making sure he knows the offense. He knows how it’s supposed to
line up, how it’s supposed to go and
making sure he knows who’s doing

what and where. He’s definitely got a
full grasp on what the offense is.”
Though Palmer has more experience at quarterback, expect Smith
to employ a two-quarterback system
with Palmer and Hodge.
“We feel very comfortable with
both of them going into the season,”
Smith said. “That’s going to be a situational thing. E.J. and DaeJon have
two completely different skillsets.
You must prepare for both of them
because they’re both deadly.”
Poised to haul in throws from
Palmer and Hodge are junior Jason
Phillips, who is in his first season
of varsity football, plus Crawley,
who was the Rockets’ top offensive
weapon before missing the entire,
five-game Central Conference slate.
“Jason decided right around June,
‘hey Coach, I think I’m going to come
out and play football,’” Smith said.
“I think he’s missed one day since
June. He’s been out here every day
and show so much growth. He’s
faster than what he looks. He’s not

THE HOUSE OF
CARPETS INC.
Local - family owned business
with 33
32 years of experience.
Come visit our Showroom!
From beautiful, traditional hardwood
floors to contemporary and affordable
laminate and vinyl, you'll love the wide
selection that we have for you.
Plush - Luxurios Carpet,
Quality Brands
Choose from a variety of colors,
styles & patterns.
We also Special Order!

Oriental Rugs

(traditional and contemporary)
231 Main St. • South Boston, VA

434-575-7900

33
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as strong as you would like him
to be, but he’s tough as nails. He’ll
run through everybody and give it
everything he’s got. We’re extremely
happy to have him. Then of course,
you’ve got the returner in Julian
Crawley, who is a matchup nightmare for any team. We expect to go
into our season with 2-3 very good
receivers and spread the ball out
when we need to, then definitely be
able to ground and pound when we
want to.”
Crawley, who can torture a defense
in just about any facet, is a tall,
muscular, explosive receiver who
showcased his potential when he
joined the Rockets in week three last
season.
Crawley scored his first touchdown in the 49-0 drubbing of Granville Central, when he reeled in a
screen pass from Garrett and took
the ball 17 yards for a score.
In a come-from-behind, 36-25
See Football, Page 17

FOOTBALL
Continued from Page 16
victory at home against Riverside
the following week, Crawley took a
kickoff 89 yards to the endzone and
caught the eventual, game-winning
29-yard touchdown pass.
“Julian is a gifted athlete,” Smith
said. “It doesn’t matter if it’s football, basketball or baseball, he’s one
of the best athletes we have here in
Person County. He missed so much
time with football, so we’re trying
to get him focusing on the everyday
details and little things of how to be
a football player. You’ve got to take
care of your body, be here on time
and do the extra reps after practice
to get the timing with the quarterbacks. He’s been taking on those
challenges. Whenever he can finally
catch onto what we are doing, he’s
going to be remarkable and special.”
Person’s season went downhill

once the injury bug bit Crawley,
which set off a chain reaction.
Hunt and Marner filled in for
Oakley, Dante Downey saw time at
running back when that trio was injured and Hodge filled in for Palmer,
the new varsity starter, at quarterback as the season wound down.
The Rockets lost their final six
games, with opponents outscoring
them 191-57. Person only managed
15 points over its final three games,
including a 40-point shutout at the
hands of 3A power Eastern Alamance.
With the addition of a state-of-theart weight room, Smith hopes his
players are able to keep themselves
in better shape.
“Football is a violent sport – injuries happen,” Smith said. “You’re
going to get hurt at some point.
Injuries hurt us last year and that’s
unfortunate. And then there were
times where guys got hurt and had
See Football, Page 18

Good Luck this Season!
WEDNESDAY SPECIAL
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$8.99

Treated Lumber

Metal & Shingle
Roofing

• Electrical
• Hardware
• Masonry
• Paint
• DIY Headquarters

(to go only)

MONDAY NIGHT SPECIAL
20 Wings &
Pitcher of Beer $14.99
((Breaded
Brea
$2 extra)

Full line of
Plumbing
Supplies

BEST BUILDING SUPPLY &
HARDWARE STORE

35 Abbitt St., Uptown Roxboro
3

336-597-5001

730 N. Main St. • 336-599-2173 • www.bullocklumberco.com
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FOOTBALL
Continued from Page 17
to learn how to fight
through it. You’ve got to
compensate for what it
is. That all starts in the
weight room. I couldn’t
tell you how many kids
are squatting over 400
pounds and benching
over 225. We’ve gotten a
whole lot stronger and
expect to be the hammer, a lot more than the
nail, this year.”

Webb begins an
identical schedule
The Rockets start
their quest for a state
playoff berth tomorrow
night, when they travel
to Oxford and try to
avenge last season’s
heartbreaking loss to
Webb.

Person turns around
and hosts another nearby rival, Halifax County
(Va.), who handed out a
42-8 thumping last year.
After clashes against
Granville Central and
Riverside, the Rockets
begin Central Conference play with a Cedar
Ridge program that
only fielded a JV team
last year.
Person takes a bye
week, then enters a
daunting conference
slate with Orange,
Northwood, Eastern
Alamance, Western
Alamance and
Williams, the latter
four of whom made
the state playoffs.
“We’re going to have
to wait and see how
we do,” Smith said.
See Football, Page 19

PERSON HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
Date

Opponent

Aug. 19

at J.F. Webb

7:30 p.m.

Aug. 26

vs. Halifax County (Va.)

7:30 p.m.

Sept. 2

vs. Granville Central

7:30 p.m.

Sept. 9

at Riverside

7:30 p.m.

Sept. 16

vs. Cedar Ridge

7:30 p.m.

(Hall of Fame celebration)
Sept. 30

at Northwood

7:30 p.m.

Oct. 7

vs. Orange - (Homecoming)

7:30 p.m.

Oct. 14

at Eastern Alamance

7:30 p.m.

Oct. 21

vs. Western Alamance - (Senior Night) 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 28

at Walter M. Williams

We build your visions

• New Construction
• Garage and Additions
• Shingle/Metal Roofing Experts
• Siding & Windows
• Remodeling
• Interior Design, Remodel & Installs
• Expert Custom Design and Planning
services - including 3D viewing
• Family Owned & Operated
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“Any team can win any game.
We’re going to go into each
game fully expecting to win.
We don’t know what that final
record will look like – we don’t
look that far ahead. There’s
a couple of goals we’ve put in
place and we’ll check them off
as our season moves along. We
just want to show everybody
how much work we’ve put in
from last year to this year.”

Jones, linemen anchoring
Rockets’ 4-3 defense
Smith feels confident about
his junior-heavy defensive line’s
ability in getting to the opposing
quarterback.
Person will be rolling with
a defensive line by committee
approach, which includes juniors
Julian Farrish, Lamont Johnson,
Israel Lassiter and Zavori Dixon,

plus sophomores DaeJon Hodge
and Tony Dixon.
“We’re got a really good
defensive line,” Smith said.
“Those guys will help man up
that front and I think we’ll be
pretty decent there this year.”
Two-way senior Kiryce
McCain will be a leader on the
linebacking corps. He will be
joined by Daveon Marner at
an outside spot, while Victor
Rodriguez comes up from JV
and Dennis Wolfe is new to the
team.
“Victor has been a pleasant
surprise coming up from the JV
level,” Smith said. “He’s earned
a spot there. Dennis has done a
great job stepping in. We expect
them to have a pretty good
year.”
Ballhawking senior
cornerback Stephon Jones, who
Smith tabbed a team captain,
will shore up the secondary.
He will be joined by Crawley
and varsity newcomers Barry

Farmer, James Wolfe and Jason
Phillips.
“Stephon’s going to make
sure we’re communicating
and locked in, as far as our
coverages, calls and signals,”
Smith said. “We’ll have a couple
different guys helping out in
the secondary and they’ve been
doing a pretty good job.”

Ramirez, Sullivan sharing
kicking duties
Orlando Gonzalez-Bello
graduated in the spring and
started at kicker for the Rockets
in each of the past three season.
In comes Rolando Ramirez,
who is also the men’s soccer
team’s starting goalkeeper.
Noah Sullivan returns to man
his starting punter position.
“Rolando will help us out on
extra points, field goals and
kickoffs,” Smith said. “Noah
will be helping us with kickoffs,
punts and things of that
nature.”

Person High
School JV
Football Schedule
(All games begin at 6:30 p.m. unless noted,

Aug. 18 vs. J.F. Webb
Aug. 25 at Halifax County (Va.) 6 p.m.
Sept. 1 at Granville Central 6 p.m.
Sept. 8 vs. Riverside
Sept. 15 at Cedar Ridge
Sept. 29 vs. Northwood
Oct. 6 at Orange
Oct. 13 vs. Eastern Alamance
Oct. 20 at Western Alamance
Oct. 27 vs. Walter M. Williams

We Have The Game Plan, For Your New Floor Plan!
Your Dream Team!

A Place To Call HOME
3970 Durham Road, Roxboro
Claytonhomesroxboro.com • 336-597-5538
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Rocket Football Records
Hill ‘02

Individual Single
Game
MOST POINTS SCORED
30 — Troy Russell v. Halifax ‘83
LeBrayan Street v. Chapel
Hill,
Wilmington New Hanover
‘02
MOST TDS
5 — Troy Russell v. Halifax ‘83
LeBrayan Street v. Chapel Hill,
Wilmington New Hanover
‘02
MOST PATS
8 — Blaine Warren v. Jordan ‘93
MOST TD PASSES THROWN
7 — Jason Rivera v. Jordan ‘93

MOST PASSES ATTEMPTED
56 — Jed Galloway v. Orange
‘90
MOST PASSES COMPLETED
32 — Jason Rivera v. Jordan ‘93
MOST YARDS PASSING
505 — Jason Rivera v. Jordan
‘93
MOST CATCHES
13 — Lamont Chappell v. Jordan
‘93
MOST TD CATCHES
4 — Lamont Chappell v. Jordan
‘93
Dante Winstead v. Orange
‘89
MOST YARDS RECEIVING
216 — Lewis Lindsey v. No.
Vance ‘90

MOST RUSHING ATTEMPTS
41 — James Gentry v. So.
Durham ‘68

MOST TOTAL OFFENSE
529 — Jason Rivera v. Jordan
‘93

MOST YARDS RUSHING
341 — LeBrayan Street
vs. Chapel Hill ‘02
MOST YARDS RUSHING BY A
QB
206 — Brandon Smith v. Chapel

MOST TOTAL TACKLES AND
ASSISTS
30 — Tracy Perry v. No. Durham
‘74

MOST SOLO TACKLES
20 — Tracy Perry v. No. Durham
‘74
MOST QB SACKS
6 — Bill Snipes v. Chapel Hill ‘77
MOST PASS INTS
3 — Larry Brown v. Vance ‘80
Reed Marston v. Roanoke
Rapids ‘68
MOST INTS ALLOWED
4 — Jed Galloway v. GW ‘89

Team Single Game
MOST POINTS SCORED
68 — v. Jordan ‘93
MOST POINTS ALLOWED
65 — v. Eastern Alamance ‘17
MOST POINTS, TWO TEAMS
88 — Person 68, Jordan 20 ‘93
LARGEST MARGIN OF
VICTORY
60 — 60-0 v. Jordan ‘97
60-0 v. East Chapel Hill
‘07

Inspirational
Journals
Faith &
Inspirational
Planners

LARGEST MARGIN OF
DEFEAT
59 — 65-6 v. Western
Alamance ‘17

v. Orange ‘75

MOST FIELD GOALS
3 — v. Jordan ‘90

MOST FIRST DOWNS TWO
TEAMS
47 — Person (24) v. Riverside
(23) ‘13

MOST NET YARDS RUSHING
566 — v. Chapel Hill ‘02

MOST PASSES ATTEMPTED
56 — v. Orange ‘90

MOST 200-YARDS RUSHERS
2 — LaBrayan Street 341,
Brandon Smith 206 v.
Chapel Hill ‘02

MOST PASSES COMPLETED
32 — v. Jordan ‘93

MOST NET YARDS RUSHING
ALLOWED
462 — v. Riverside ‘13
FEWEST YARDS GAINED
RUSHING
minus-37 — v. Orange ‘90
FEWEST YARDS ALLOWED
RUSHING
minus-49 — v. Halifax ‘10
MOST FIRST DOWNS GAINED
26 — v. Jordan ‘93
FEWEST FIRST DOWNS
ALLOWED
2 — v. Eastern Alamance ‘63

MOST TD PASSES
7 — vs. Jordan ‘93
MOST YARDS PASSING
505 — v. Jordan ‘93
FEWEST YARDS PASSING
ALLOWED
minus-1 — v. Hillside ‘83

FEWEST TOTAL YARDS
ALLOWED
minus-17 — v. East Chapel Hill
‘96
MOST TOTAL OFFENSE, TWO
TEAMS
958 — Person 566, Chapel Hill
392 ‘02
MOST PENALTY YARDS, TWO
TEAMS
314 — Person 140, Athens
Drive 174 ‘83
MOST FUMBLES RECOVERED
8 — v. Webb ‘75
MOST FUMBLES LOST
5 — v. Hillside ‘76
v. Durham ‘83
MOST PASS INTS
6 — v. Northern Durham ‘85

MOST TOTAL OFFENSE
577 — v. Jordan ‘94

MOST PASS INTS ALLOWED
4 — v. GW ‘89

MOST TOTAL OFFENSE
ALLOWED
530 — v. Hillside ‘93

MOST PUNTS BLOCKED
7 — v. E.E. Smith ‘93

FEWEST TOTAL YARDS
GAINED
2 — v. Chapel Hill ‘79

MOST SACKS
9 — v. Chapel Hill ‘77
v. Chapel Hill ‘07

Crossbody
Wristlets,
Monogrammable

Back 2 School Gear,
Monogrammable

Fall Arrivals, Autumn
Collections, Back 2 School Gear
& Custom Wear
Great Selection of Jeans!

Ava Collared Tops!

Stunning Selection of
New Tops!

Fall Décor & Accessories

Fall Arrivals!

Great Selection Of
Kendra Scott Jewelry
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New Arrivals Daily!
Statement
Sneakers &
Shoes

Beautiful Dresses!

Fabulous
Selection Of
Bags!
Concealed
carry cross
bodies to
backpacks

214 North Main Street, Uptown Roxboro
336-597-0645 • threadsbySDC.com
Mon. - Thurs. 10-5:30 Fri. 10-6 Sat. 10-3

@SpecialityDesignCompany

Individual Distance
LONGEST TD PASS
99 — Myron Harris from Curtis
Smith v. Jordan ‘97
LONGEST TD RUN FROM
SCRIMMAGE
95 — Brandon Smith v. Chapel
Hill ‘02
LONGEST TD INT RETURN
98 — Sam Green v. Graham ‘59
LONGEST TD KICKOFF
RETURN
98 — Dontavian Smith v.
Halifax ‘14
LONGEST TD PUNT RETURN
91 — Sam Green v. Halifax ‘59
LONGEST TD RUN WITH
FUMBLE REC.
75 — Fred Jackson v.
Henderson ‘60
LONGEST NON-SCORING
PASS INT RET.
69 — Dennis Walker v. Webb
‘74
LONGEST FIELD GOAL
44 — Jed Galloway v. No.
Durham ‘90

Rocket Football Records
LONGEST PUNT
68 — Patrick Day v. No.
Durham ‘94

Single season
individual
MOST POINTS SCORED
186 — LaBrayan Street ‘02
MOST FIELD GOALS
9 — Jed Galloway ‘90
MOST PAT PASS RECEPTIONS
14 — Billy Corbett ‘69
MOST 200-YARD RUSHING
GAMES
5 — LaBrayan Street ‘02
MOST PASSES THROWN
380 — Jamie Barnette ‘94
MOST TD PASSES THROWN
25 — Jason Rivera ‘93
MOST TD RECEPTIONS
14 — Lamont Chappell ‘94
MOST PASSING YARDS
2,979 — Jamie Barnette ‘94
MOST PASS RECEIVING
YARDS

1,262 — Lamont Chappell ‘94
MOST CONSECUTIVE 100YARD
PASSING GAMES
11 — Jamie Barnette ‘94
11 — Ridge Clayton ‘19
MOST TOTAL 100-YARDS
PASSING GAMES
12 — Jamie Barnette ‘94
MOST CONSECUTIVE 100YARD
RECEIVING GAMES
5 — Trey Lunsford ‘19
MOST TOTAL 100-YARD
RECEIVING GAMES
7 — Lamont Chappell ‘94
MOST CONSECUTIVE GAMES
WITH A TD PASS THROWN
10 — Ridge Clayton ‘19
MOST CONSECUTIVE GAMES
WITH A TD PASS RECEPTION
7 — Dante Winstead ‘89
7 — Trey Lunsford ‘19
MOST ALL-PURPOSE YARDS
2,192 — LeBrayan Street, ‘02
MOST PASS INTS
10 — Reed Marston ‘68

MOST PASS INTS ALLOWED
18 — Jed Galloway ‘88

MOST YARDS RUSHING
3,426 — ‘02

MOST KICKOFF RETURNS FOR
TD
2 — Ronald Smith ‘87

MOST YARDS PASSING
3,105 – ‘94

MOST TOTAL RETURNS FOR
TD
3 — Ronald Smith ‘87

Single season team
MOST POINTS SCORED
370 — ‘02
MOST TOTAL OFFENSE
4,285 — ‘02
MOST RUSHING TDS
48 — ‘02
MOST PASSES ATTEMPTED
394 — ‘94
MOST TD PASSES
26 — ‘93
MOST INTS ALLOWED
18 — ‘88, ‘89
MOST POINTS PER GAME
AVERAGE
34.6 — ‘21

MOST PASSES COMPLETED
203 — ‘94

27 — Lamont Chappell ‘93-‘94
MOST RUSHING YARDAGE
3,953 —
 Troy Russell ‘82-‘84
MOST RECEIVING YARDAGE
2,005 — Lamont Chappell ‘93-‘94
MOST TOTAL 100-YD
RUSHING GAMES
21 — Troy Russell ‘82-‘84

MOST INTS
22 — ‘68

Career individual
MOST POINTS SCORED
302 — Troy Russell ‘82-‘84
MOST TDS SCORED
49 — Troy Russell ‘82-‘84
MOST PASSES THROWN
921 — Jed Galloway ‘88-‘90

MOST CONSECUTIVE 100YARD
RUSHING GAMES
11 — James Taborn ‘86-‘87
MOST TOTAL 100-YARD
PASSING GAMES
27 — Jed Galloway ‘88-‘90

MOST PASSES COMPLETED
445 — Jed Galloway ‘88-‘90

MOST CONSECUTIVE 100YARD
PASSING GAMES
22 — Jed Galloway ‘88-‘90

MOST TD PASSES THROWN
40 — Jed Galloway ‘88-‘90
40 — Ridge Clayton ‘18-’21

MOST CONSECUTIVE GAMES
WITH A TD PASS THROWN
14 — Jed Galloway ‘88-‘90

MOST PASS RECEPTIONS
145 — Lamont Chappell ‘93-‘94

MOST CONSECUTIVE GAMES
WITH A TD PASS RECEPTION
7 — Dante Winstead ‘89
7 — Trey Lunsford ‘19

MOST TD PASS RECEPTIONS

PRACTICE
PRACT
ICE LIKE
A CHAMPION

• Pest & Termite Control
• Mosquito Control
• Termite & Moisture Inspection

• Moisture Remediation &
Crawlspace Transformation
• 24 Years Experience

• Locally Owned & Operated

228 S. Madison Blvd.
919-825-1622 • Finishlinepest.com
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Rocket golfers
shooting higher in
new season
By AIDAN JENSEN

ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

AIDAN JENSEN | THE COURIER-TIMES

The Person High School women’s golf team includes (left to right): Shelby Dryman, Darby Dryman, Haley Thomas, Reagann Wrenn, head coach Lynn Ward, Riley Carver, Shannon Talley, Ainsley Burch.

The Person High School women’s golf team
continues to improve since it became a program
back in 2018.
Last year, Haley Thomas became the first
female golfer in the program’s brief history to
advance to state championships.
Second-year golfer Corie Hawn joined Thomas on the Central All-Conference women’s golf
team. Thomas averaged 52 strokes over her six
matches, while Hawn carded a 60 across seven.
The duo leads a Rocket squad that head coach
Lynn Ward expects to take the next step in a
historically strong conference.
See Golf, Page 23

• HIGH Fitness
• Circuit Training
• Yoga
• Silver & Fit Classes
• Body Rox
• Zumba
• Pilates
• Tanning
• Personal Training

OPEN 24-7
910 N. Madison Blvd, Roxboro

336.322.8000

www.roxfitnesscenter.com
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GOLF
Continued from Page 22

AIDAN JENSEN | THE COURIER-TIMES

Riley Carver should remain among the top five golfers for Person High School this fall.

“I was doing math coming in and I really
think, if your top three can average 56 or 57
over nine holes, then we can be first place in
the conference,” Ward said. “It’s a big thing to
average 55. We have a chance to finish higher in
the conference than ever before.”
As a team, Person ended its 2021 season with
a 1,206-stroke overall, good enough for third
place behind Western Alamance (1,046) and
Northwood (1,051). Orange finished fourth with
a 1,244 stroke overall, Eastern never fielded
enough girls for a full team, Cedar Ridge only
carried one golfer and Williams did not have a
team.
Ward feels confident about decreasing that
stroke total with the return of Riley Carver,
Ainsley Burch, Reagann Wrenn, Angela Flores
and Shelby Dryman, plus the welcoming
aboard of Shannon Talley and Darby Dryman.
Carver should remain in the top five. She averaged a 62 a season ago, but began and ended
her campaign with under-60 stroke totals.
Flores played in five matches last season,

averaging a 68. Burch carded a 65 in the
season-opener against Orange High School
and Cedar Ridge, then did not play in another
match. Wrenn and Shelby Dryman were on the
team, but did not play much late in the season.
Talley and Darby Dryman are newcomers.
Ava Holland, who narrowly missed out on
All-Conference last year by averaging a 60, will
not play this year due to injury.
“I think they have a better attitude about the
sport,” Ward said of his returning golfers. “I
think Haley and Riley have invested the most
this summer. What makes this season cool
is that with Shelby, Angela, Reagann, Darby,
Shelby and Ainsley, any of those can be my
number three, four and five golfers. I think it’ll
work out pretty well for us this year.”
Eastern returns reigning, two-time state
champion Emily Mathews, but there is uncertainty about who else comes back. Cedar Ridge
also carried one golfer, Olivia Aitkins, but not
a whole team. Western Alamance, Northwood
and Orange graduated multiple seniors.
“You like to have your most experience when
the other teams don’t,” Ward said. “Then,
See Golf, Page 25

Best Of
Luck
Athletes!

D H Craig
CPA, P.C.

Servicing all your tax and accounting needs!
141 Semora Road • Roxboro, NC 27573
336-599-0168 (O) • 336-599-0062 (F)
dcraig@dhcraigcpa.com
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Person High School
Women’s Golf
All matches begin at 4 p.m. unless otherwise noted

Aug. 16
Aug. 29
Sept. 6
Sept. 12
Sept. 19
Sept. 26
Oct. 3
Oct. 10

vs. Roxboro Community School, River Mill
@ Caswell Pines Golf Club TBA
vs. Cedar Ridge, Orange 3 p.m.
location TBA
vs. Western Alamance
at The Valley Golf Course
at Northwood location TBA
Central Conference match at Caswell Pines
vs. Eastern Alamance at Mill Creek Golf Club
vs. Western Alamance
at The Valley Golf Course
Central Conference Tournament 12 p.m.
at The Valley Golf Course

Our Showroom is full
of Quality Furniture
Living Room • Dining Room • Bedroom
Recliners & Lift Chairs • Leather Groups
by BarcaLounger • Kingsdown Bedding
Quality Mattress Sets & More!

Celebrating 57 Years in Business!

Go s!
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l
l
u
B

Go
Rocke
ts!

Free Delivery
in Most Areas

Sunday - Thursday 11 am - 9 pm
Friday & Saturday 11 am - 10 pm
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GOLF
Continued from Page 23
you’re like, ‘booyah.’ That’s just
how it goes. It’s lucky for us that
we’ve got people. We might have
a couple more new golfers, we’re
just waiting for their physical.
That’ll help. It just comes down to
them want to do it. They’ve been

doing stuff at home, which makes a
difference.”
The Rockets traveled to Caswell
Pines on Tuesday afternoon
for their non-conference,
season-opener against Roxboro
Community School and River Mill
Academy.
Person then opens up conference
play on Monday, Aug. 29 at Cedar
Ridge.

Taylor
Business
Products
Locally Owned & Operated for over 67 Years.
AIDAN JENSEN | THE COURIER-TIMES

Person High School’s Haley Thomas leads a deep, women’s golf team into the
fall season, which began on Tuesday at Caswell Pines. Thomas made school
history last fall, becoming the first female golfer to make a state championship appearance with a 52-stroke average over the season.

Taylored To
Meet Your Needs!

4 All Types of Printing
4 Color & B/W Copying
4 Custom Products - Name Plates, Stamps & Awards
4 Imprinted Promo Items of All Kinds
4 T-shirts, Hats & Shirts Imprinted
4 Office Supplies
4 Office Furniture
4 Break Room & Janitorial Items
4 Industrial & Safety Items
115 Clayton Avenue • Roxboro
336-599-2146 • www.taylorbusinessproducts.com
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Getting To Know
Haley Thomas • Person Golf
What did it mean becoming the
first female golfer at PHS to
make state championships?

What kind of car do you drive?

“It was mind-blowing to me. I said
I was going to make it to states, but I
didn’t actually know I was going to.
It’s an accomplishment I’ll be proud
of for my whole entire life.”

What’s your goal for this
upcoming season?

Who is a golfer who you look up
to?
“I look up to Phil Mickelson because I can relate to him. We’re both
left-handed. I also really look up to
Tiger Woods because I feel like he’s
faced a lot of adversity and overcome
a lot of obstacles.”

What is your favorite vacation
you’ve taken?
“The coolest vacation was when I
went to Key Largo. It was just very
calm and beautiful. Not too city, just
off to the middle of nowhere.”

On match day, are you drinking
Powerade or Gatorade?

“Ford Explorer.”

“To go back to states and regionals,
but also enjoy myself. Sometimes,
accomplishments come with stress
and you feel like you have to perform
a certain way.”

How do you define Rocket
athletics?
“Doing the impossible. I feel
like Rocket athletes will overcome
challenges, no matter what. A true
athlete of Person is not going to stop
playing because they had a bad game
or match, they’re going to keep pushing and use that as motivation.”

What is your favorite breakfast
spot?
“The Silver Spoon in Durham. It is
so good, literally the best restaurant
ever for breakfast.”

“Powerade, always. The blue
flavor.”

“Don’t give up.
Don’t ever give up.”

You Play The
Game Better,

~Jimmy V

with A GREAT
NIGHTS SLEEP!

Good Luck To All Athletes!
Everything is Brand
New & Still in Plastic!

Save 50% or more
off of Retail Pricing!

Clearance Center
Family Owned and Operated

Local Family Owned and Operated
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711 C. North Main Street • Roxboro | 336-504-6902
boxdroproxboro.com •
@BoxDropRoxboro

• Secure remote access and
firewall management
• Enhanced business phone
system installations
• Custom server, network, and
wireless infrastructure deployment
• Managed services and
troubleshooting for business
operations

Open for walk-ins, no
appointments needed:
Friday 10am-6pm &
Saturday
10am-4pm
Call MondayThursday for
appointments.

• Business class laptops and space
saving desktops

205 N. Main Street, Uptown Roxboro
336-597-2433

Whether your needs are professional or
personal, come visit us to see how we
can put our solutions to work for you.

Getting To Know
Riley Carver • Person Golf
What’s your favorite golf
moment?

What’s the ideal dining spot
in Roxboro?

“Each match or practice. We
all just mesh really well together.”

“Torero’s.”

If you could meet any
celebrity, who would it be?

What made you get into
golf?

“Blake Lively.”

“Lynn (Ward) was my soccer
coach in middle school. When
I was going into ninth grade,
he texted me and said he really
wanted me to try golf. I went
to Caswell Pines one day and
everybody on the team, including Lynn, convinced me to give
golf a try. I’ve stuck with it since
then.”

Favorite vacation spot?

Who’s your favorite
professional golfer?
“Nelly Korda.”

What does it mean to be a
Rocket athlete?
“Having good sportsmanship,
being really nice to everyone
and allowing everybody to try a
sport.”

“The beach.”

Favorite season?

What is your goal for the
upcoming season?

“Fall because it’s a happy medium. It’s not hot or really cold.”

“To better myself as a golfer
and improve my attitude.”

s Fall
eeks!

rly

Did you miss the start of fall semester?

IT’S
TOO LATE.
PCC NOW OFFERS 8-WEEK COURSES
Register Today

336-322-2159

W W W . P I E D M O N T C C . E D U

Short-term training offered monthly
Scholarships available for nearly
every class option
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The 2022 Person High School men’s soccer team includes (left to right): Head coach Ryan Jones, Sergio Martinez, Ali Alashmali, Preston Bowes, Alex Bello,
Aiden Bowes, Alejandro Espinoza, Taylor Clement, Rolando Ramirez, Tyler Blackwell, Cameron Seal, Aaron Reyes.
Not pictured: Esau Gomez, Luis Vargas, Arturo Rios, Ricardo Reyes, Angel Vasquez, Elias Alvarez and assistant coach Oscar Morales-Powell.

Jones hoping to implement soccer culture at PHS
By AIDAN JENSEN

ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

The Person High School men’s
soccer program has struggled to
generate on-field success over the
past decade.
The Rockets never won more than
eight games in a campaign, a mark
they achieved in 2017. Last year, Person jumped out to a 2-1 start before
losing its final 13 contests.
Rick Baltes, who provided the
program with some rare stability as
a longtime coach, stepped down after
the season.
New head coach Ryan Jones, who
grew up in a soccer-popular area just
outside of Washington, D.C., feels he
can implement that knowledge and
create a soccer culture at Person.
“This will be my first year at the
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varsity level,” Jones said. “I’m really
excited about it. I have a great assistant coach in Oscar Morales. We’ve
all been getting along well and I’m
looking forward to building a culture
here.”
Jones started coaching his younger
brother when he was a teenager. He
transitioned from that role into the
JV men’s soccer coach at Potomac
Falls High School in Virginia, then
moved to Nashville with his fiancée
and coached before COVID hit.
It was at PFHS, where he noted approximately 90-100 kids tried out for
the varsity and JV soccer programs,
that Jones started to realize he could
make that coaching jump.
He did not realize he would be leading a varsity program so soon, much
less in a area brand new to him.
“I felt like it was just time to step

up,” Jones said. “I know Person had
a great coach who had to leave this
year. They were looking for someone
to fill the role and I had already been
thinking about it in the back of my
mind. I think I learned a lot from the
mistakes, successes and failures at

the JV level. I’m having to learn the
cultural difference here on the fly.
With that said, the players here seem
to have a good attitude about the
game, which is the number one thing
See Soccer, Page 29
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SOCCER
Continued from Page 28
you’re looking for. I’m
looking forward to getting
to know them.”
Jones is looking for
seniors Alex Bello and
Sergio Martinez to be
constants on a squad that
graduated nine seniors
from a season ago.
He expects to roll with
a 17-player roster, enough
for a starting 11 and six on
the bench.
“I know Alex is
passionate about the
game, but I’m looking
for him to step up and
be a little bit more of a
leader this year,” Jones
said. “Sergio’s a hard
worker and he has a great
attitude. Captains are not
decided yet, anyone can

step up and be one at this
point. I’m still getting to
know some of these guys,
so we’ll see how that goes.”
In his first year as the
soccer Rockets’ head
coach, Jones is looking to
create a cohesive unit.
“I don’t want to players
to think of themselves as
positions on the field,”
Jones said. “I want them
to think of themselves
as one unit, moving
cohesively instead of
‘I’m going to be one cog’
and then letting the rest
of the game happen. By
the first couple games of
the season, I want to see
complete trust on the field
amongst all my players.
I want the kids to see
their own growth so that
by the time the season’s
over, they’re going to be
inspired.”

Person High School Men’s Soccer
Sept. 6
vs. Roxboro Community School 6 p.m.
Sept. 7
vs. Cedar Ridge 6 p.m.
Sept. 14
at Northwood 6 p.m.
Sept. 19
vs. Orange 6 p.m.
Sept. 21
at Eastern Alamance 6 p.m.
Sept. 26
at Western Alamance 6 p.m.
Sept. 28
vs. Walter M. Williams 6 p.m.
Oct. 3 		
at Cedar Ridge 6 p.m.
Oct. 10
vs. Northwood 6 p.m.
Oct. 12
at Orange 6 p.m.
Oct. 17
vs. Eastern Alamance 6 p.m.
Oct. 19
vs. Western Alamance 6 p.m.
Oct. 24
@ Williams 6 p.m.

There will be obstacles.
There will be mistakes.

But with hard work, there are no limits.

Play hard athletes and enjoy the challenges!
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Payment Plans

Wishing All Person County Athletes A Great Season!
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618 North Main Street, Roxboro
336-597-4483
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• 919-642-1167
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N. Madison
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Roxboro • 919-642-1167
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Poindexter takes over PHS
women’s tennis team
By AIDAN JENSEN

ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

Tyler Wade stepped down as
head coach of the Person High
School women’s tennis team,
leaving the program’s future in
question.
The Rockets did not field a team
during the COVID-shortened,
2020-2021 campaign and struggled
last year, beating J.F. Webb in a
late-season match for their lone
victory.
Stephen Poindexter who coaches
the men’s team, will now enter
his first year leading the women’s
AIDAN JENSEN | THE COURIER-TIMES
squad.
Senior Zita Tong will be one of few experienced returners on the Person
“When Coach Wade stepped
High School girls’ tennis team. Tong played in the fifth and sixth-seeded sindown and the position came open,
gles spots, plus the second and third doubles spots last season.
I pictured if my daughter were
playing and the team needed
a coach,” Poindexter said. “It
seemed natural to want to step in
and help out. You don’t want to
see this program die. I want to be
there for these girls to help them
keep going.”
One of the greatest eye-openers
for Poindexter, when he took
over, was seeing the need to keep
interest in the program.
“I didn’t realize the hurdles I’d
have to cross trying to recruit over
the summer,” Poindexter said.
“Thankfully, I have returning
girls who have friends. They’ve
been talking to their friends. We
know we have an uphill battle this
year, but I have confidence that we
can build this program back up.
Victories are great, but I’d rather
have strong people who I can trust
and build a program with.”
The Rockets carried a nineplayer roster last fall, with five
seniors who all saw time in the
team’s starting six for singles.
Person’s first week of official
practices started with just two
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returners – its fourth-seeded
singles player, Annie Adcock,
plus singles five seed Zita Tong.
Cassidy Swanik, who occupied
the sixth singles spot in 2021, was
expected back last week.
Once summer vacations end,
Poindexter expects more of his
returners and, hopefully a few
newcomers, to round out the
roster.
“We’re still working that out,”
Poindexter said about players he
is going to count on. “The two
that have been here for workouts,
Annie and Zita, I can focus more
attention on personally. We’ll see
if we can get some other girls. I’ll
take anybody that wants to play.”
Poindexter is going to coach his
new team the same way he leads
the boys, with similar drills to
help them improve.
“We’ll see if it works,”
Poindexter said. “To me, the
sport’s the same. The mechanics
and rules are still the same, no
matter what gender you are. We
can take a lot of stuff from the
boys’ program and recycle it into
the girls’ program.”
However the season plays out,
Poindexter is going into it without
expectations.
The Rockets are still waiting on
an official schedule to be released.
“A really cool thing coming into
the program this year is I have
no expectations, because I don’t
know what level these girls are
at,” Poindexter said. “It’ll be more
about watching them play and
then getting that baseline, to see
how much growth they can get
before the end of the season. If
you’re growing as an athlete and
your character is strong, that’s
awesome. It goes back to if my
daughter were on the court and I
watched her grow, I’d be excited.”

Three things to watch for PHS Volleyball
The Rockets will rise if...
They are able run their attack
through their middles.
Person head coach Amanda
Ramirez highlighted this as a major
component of their success after
games last year.
The middles from last year, Jacie
Kennedy graduated in the spring and
Taryn Massey elected not to return,
leaving Ramirez with a gaping hole
at one of her favorite positions.
The Rockets are not returning a
single block from last season.
Though Ramirez touted her more
as an outside hitter, Miriam Clayton
will likely be asked to step into a
middle role.
Clayton smacked 41 kills as the JV
squad’s starting middle last season
and has the leaping ability needed

to be effective on both attack and
defense.
Cassie Jay, utilized more as an
outside hitter last fall, could also be
a prime replacement at middle. She
led the JV team with 46 kills and has
great hops.

The Rockets will fall if...
They cannot find a solution on
defense.
Person graduated All-Conference
honorees Mariah McCowan and
Kelcey Mangum, the latter of whom
is continuing her career at Columbia
(S.C.) International University.
McCowan and Mangum started
their junior and senior years together on Ramirez’ back row, helping
the Rockets advance to the regional
semifinals each season by combining

for 1,073 total digs.
Delayna Grimes, who donned a
jersey for the Rockets’ playoff run
but only saw JV action, will be a
full-time varsity player and will be
expected to step into the back row.

on the attack if the Rockets want to
find success in a season with plenty
of expected question marks.

Keep an eye out for...
Liberty Jones.
Jones only played 21 sets of varsity
volleyball during the 2021 campaign.
That number will definitely climb
this fall, as she is the only other front
row returner from varsity.
Jones showed the ability to be
effective in games, finding a lot of
power behind her swings. Jones will
need to channel that into an increase
in kill numbers, as she only recorded
10 during her sophomore season.
Jones needs to develop consistency
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Follow us on
@buoysonhyco for Live Music Schedule & Events
Wed. - Sun. 11am-9pm • Fri. & Sat. 11am - 10pm (grill closes at 9pm)
9510 Semora Road, Leasburg • 336-330-6000

• Adirondack
Chairs
• Gliders
• Rocking Chairs
• Sectionals
• Swings
& More!

Serving Steaks • Fresh Seafood
Burgers • Salads • Nightly Specials
House-Made Desserts & More!
Located on the historic commercial row in Milton, NC
223 Broad Street - 336-654-4040
Wednesday - Saturday 5pm-9pm • Bar Open Until 9pm
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The 2022 Person High School varsity volleyball team. Sitting (left to right): Miriana Clayton, Abbey Evans Standing (left to right): Hollyn Chandler, Lilly
Atkins, Jadyn Chandler, Rachel Duncan, Cassie Jay, Kaylie Parker, Miriam Clayton, Liberty Jones, Danni Brown, Delayna Grimes.

Ramirez searching for identity with brand new team
By AIDAN JENSEN

ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

Head coach Amanda Ramirez had
the luxury of six senior starters on

• Residential & Commercial
Garage Doors & Openers
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her Person High School volleyball
team last year that helped lead the
team a run to the regional semifinals.
Ramirez has no such luxury this
season.

The Rockets’ coach is still trying to
figure out her essentially brand-new
team, as Liberty Jones and Jadyn
Chandler are the only returning
varsity players.
Ramirez is puling up six JV girls,
two with limited varsity experience,
plus counting on the arrival of four
talented freshmen.
“It is going to start us off a little
differently,” Ramirez said of having
to replace her entire starting lineup.
“Fortunately, we have Libby and Jadyn back. Danni (Brown) and Delayna
(Grimes) came up at the season’s end,
so they were able to become aware of
how we run things on varsity. Something I appreciate with this younger
group, though, is all of them are very
invested. They all seem to want to

be better. They’ve really taken to the
feedback that’s been given to them
and they seem very determined.”
High expectations remain, even
though a vast majority of the team
has yet to experience varsity volleyball.
The Rockets are state playoff regulars, making the postseason every
season since 2004 and advancing past
the first round every year since 2015.
“My players have to be determined
and want to be here,” Ramirez said.
“They’re going to have to rise to my
expectations, no matter what they
have to do. I know some of them do
stuff outside of this gym, which is
going to help them. The expectation
See Volleyball, Page 33

VOLLEYBALL
Continued from Page 32
is still the same and that’s not
going to change. The delivery
might be a little different,
because we are having to start
at a different place than we did
last year. However, looking at
this group, they are some girls
who should very easily be able
to rise to my expectations and
then pull the rest of the team
with them.”

Sisters setting up new
attackers
The Rockets no longer have
four-year setter Lillie Davis
and her 2,532 career assists to
rely on for a smooth attack.
They do retain Jadyn Chandler and her freshman sister,
Hollyn, who Ramirez projects
to be the team’s setters.
Jadyn was the JV squad’s
setter in 2020, leading the

group with 196 assists, but
saw limited time leading the
Rockets’ offense. Hollyn was a
top player for Northern Middle
School for the past three
season. Ramirez indicated that
the Rockets will be using both
sisters when they are on the
back row at setter.
“All of our setters are
shorter than me, so we will
be running a 6-2,” Ramirez
said. “We’ve got Jadyn, Hollyn
and Danni Brown. It’s probably going to be a 6-2 between
Jadyn and Hollyn, so a little
sister-sister action back there.
Fortunately, the two of them
are working very well together.
They also understand their
roles.”
Hollyn shined as a do-it-all
player at Northern Middle
School last season, though
most of her contributions
came in the form of kills.
Ramirez feels confident
about her ability in transition-

ing to the setter role.
“She’s been doing a really good job outside of here,
getting the training that she
needs,” Ramirez said. “She’s
bringing that into the gym and
doing a good job of reading,
but then also making the corrections she needs to for our
hitters.”
It’s no secret that Ramirez
like to run her offense through
the middle, as players who
occupied that position led the
team in kills each of the past
four seasons.
Graduated senior Jacie Kennedy took on that challenge in
2021, amassing a team-high 223
kills.
Ramirez will now look to
a combination of freshman
Kaylie Parker, juniors Cassie
Jay and Miriam Clayton at a
key spot, with Parker being the
featured middle.
See Volleyball, Page 34
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Person High School volleyball player Miriam Clayton
blocks an attack during a JV match last season..
Clayton, who racked up 41 kills as JV’s starting
middle blocker, could see a similar role on varsity.
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VOLLEYBALL
Continued from Page 33
“Kaylie’s already expected to come
in and make a big difference for our
front row,” Ramirez said. “She’s got
a really big block and she’s run some
balls out of the middle. We’re super
excited for her.”
Jay (46) and Clayton (41) led JV in
kills last season. Jay was a six-rotation player who primarily played
at outside hitter on the front row,
while Clayton held down the middle
blocker spot.
“Miriam play middle on JV, but I
told her to focus on being a pin player
in her club season,” Ramirez said.
“She might be going back towards
the middle. We’re also looking at Cassie Jay potentially going towards the
middle. Just somebody to give Kaylee
a little support.”
Ramirez could also look to get her
outside and right-side hitters more
involved in the attack.
Jones, who will start the year at

right-side, is the leading returning
hitter with 10 kills last season.
Lilly Atkins, a freshman transfer
from RCS, is slotted in at outside.
“Those two will, at least, move
things around for us,” Ramirez
said. “We like to run our attack out
of the middle, but we might have to
make adjustments throughout this
season. At least towards the beginning, until we get into a groove.
We’re still going to be running
our attack out of the middle, but
we’re just going to have to be more
conscientious of ways to get it to
her. She might not necessarily be
hitting from the middle every ball,
but that’s what we’re going to be
aiming for.”
Ramirez feels confident about
Jones’ ability to step up and be a
leader on offense, pointing to her
out-of-season dedication.
“Liberty worked very hard
AIDAN JENSEN | THE COURIER-TIMES
during her club season,” Ramirez
Cassie Jay, who anchored the Person High School JV volleyball team’s attack
said. “I think it’s going to show. Her

with a team-high 46 kills in 2021, moves up to varsity this season. Head
coach Amanda Ramirez sees Jay spending a lot of time at middle blocker.

See Volleyball, Page 35
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VOLLEYBALL
Continued from Page 34
thing is going to be making sure
that she’s showing confidence in
herself and making some amazing
plays. She’s going to make some
head-scratching plays, but I feel
that’s going to be with any of our
girls this year.”
Atkins, who helped the RCS middle school team capture its conference tournament crown with a 15-1
mark, is a player Ramirez sees a lot
of promise in.
“She works hard,” Ramirez said.
“Her focus and intensity is there.
You look at her and she’s super
small. You don’t necessarily think
that she’s hoping to be able to jump
as high and swing as hard as she
does. I think that’s going to give
us such an advantage because so
many people focus on appearances.
That is not the case with Lilly and
I’m excited about that.”

JV trio poised to step up on
defense
There is no doubt Ramirez will
miss the contributions from back
row dynamos Mariah McCowan and
Kelcey Mangum.
The Rocket duo combined for 1,073
digs in their two years together on
the back row.
Enter last year’s JV defensive
anchors Delayna Grimes and Abbey
Evans, who combined for 147 digs.
Grimes will start at defensive
specialist.
Rachel Duncan, who suffered a
knee injury early last season, will
also be counted on.
“Delayna has done a really good
job solidifying that role for herself,”
Ramirez said. “Rachel Duncan is
working her way back in. Abby was
one of the DS’s on JV last year. We’ve
got a couple of girls who can play
strong defense, so it’s just going to be
who’s hungry enough to consistently

AIDAN JENSEN | THE COURIER-TIMES

Person High School volleyball player Delayna Grimes, shown here digging out
an attack in a JV match last season, will start at defensive specialist on the
varsity squad for head coach Amanda Ramirez.

See Volleyball, Page 36
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VOLLEYBALL
Continued from Page 35
make the changes right away, where
they’re being better for themselves
and the team.”
Growing pains are expected in
the back row – Ramirez highlighted
how not every team is going to carry
a pair of All-Conference defensive
players.
As the season progresses, however, she likes her trio’s chances
to become more comfortable at the
varsity level.
“In the past, we’ve had a really
strong defense and serve-receive
group,” Ramirez said. “That’s not
to say that our defense isn’t going to
evolve this year, it’s just saying we’re
more focused on our platform versus
our passing. Once we have more
control of our platform and base,
our passing is going to be perfect because they’re all smart and athletic
enough to make those changes.”

Conference play begins with
reigning champs
Person’s quest for an 18th consecutive playoff appearance began yesterday at Roxboro Community School,
with the Rockets and Bulldogs facing
off in the Battle for Volleytown.
After two straight non-conference
clashes with Vance Charter and a
home date with RCS this coming
Wednesday, Person welcomes reigning 3A state champion Cedar Ridge
on Tuesday, Aug. 30 for the start of
Central Conference play.
The Rockets begin September on
the road as they face Durham School
of the Arts and another conference
rival, 3A East semifinalist Northwood, who is expected to return
the state’s Class of 2024 top-ranked
recruit in Kentucky commit Asia
Thigpen.
“I still expect that we should
be pretty high in our conference,
even with the challenges that we’re
facing,” Ramirez said. “We should

We promote healthy habits and weight loss
with the help of a coach and through
a structured plan.

Ditch the DIET
mentality, and do it
with my help!

be able to make some magic happen.
We’re going to be working hard on
that. I don’t think this year will be as
pretty as it has been, but I also think
that it doesn’t matter at the end of
the night, as long as we’re learning
and getter better every time we’re in
the gym.”
Rounding out Person’s season are
two matchups with two-time 1A state
champion Falls Lake Academy, a
rematch with Durham School of the
Arts, a home contest against Bartlett
Yancey and 10 conference matchups,
including the home finale on Thursday, Oct. 13 against Williams.
The Rockets swept the 2021 season
series with conference opponents
Williams, Western Alamance, East-

ern Alamance and Orange, swept
Northwood in the conference tournament semifinals after losing both
regular season matchups and lost
a pair of three-set contests against
Cedar Ridge.
“This season is going to be
all about growth and learning,”
Ramirez said. “We still have the
same high expectations, but we
also understand that we’re building
something, which will get better
and better over the next three years.
With that, we’re going to become a
little more fierce in the conference
each time. We should get better
every time we come into the gym.
We just need to focus on having good
energy this year.”

Person High School Volleyball
all games are JV and varsity doubleheaders, starting at 5 p.m. and 6:15
italics denote Central Conference games

Aug. 17 at Roxboro Community School
Aug. 18 vs. Vance Charter
Aug. 22 at Vance Charter
Aug. 24 at Roxboro Community School
Aug. 30 vs. Cedar Ridge

Sept. 2 at Durham School of the Arts
Sept. 6 at Northwood
Sept. 8 vs. Orange
Sept. 13 at Eastern Alamance
Sept. 15 vs. Western Alamance
Sept. 20 at Williams
Sept. 22 at Cedar Ridge
Sept. 23 vs. Falls Lake Academy
Sept. 26 vs. Bartlett Yancey
Sept. 29 vs. Northwood
Sept. 30 at Falls Lake Academy
Oct. 4 at Orange
Oct. 6 vs. Eastern Alamance
Oct. 11 at Western Alamance
Oct. 12 vs. Durham School of the Arts
Oct. 13 vs. Williams

BEST HOT DOG

Contact Dana Blackwell @
336-583-0705 or
blackwell.dana78@gmail.com
to learn more!
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Getting To Know
Jadyn Chandler • Person Volleyball
What does it mean to be a
Rocket?

Favorite Person volleyball
moment?

“It’s kind of like a family. That’s
something you hold, no matter
how old you get. You’ll always be
a Rocket.”

How did you gain your initial
interest in volleyball?
“I played a bunch of rec sports
when I was younger. One day,
my dad was like, ‘do you want to
try volleyball?’ I said sure and
I’ve been playing even since I
was five.”

Favorite dining spot in town?
“I really like Golden Grill.”

• Appetizers
• Award Winning
Salad Bar
• Steaks & Seafood
• Nightly Specials
• Homemade Desserts

“I enjoyed the game we beat
Northwood in the conference
tournament.”

What is you pre-match
routine?
“I usually have a little snack,
make sure to drink a ton of
water and play music to get me
pumped up.”

Which game are you most
looking forward to this
season?

Who is your funniest
teammate?
“Miriam Clayton or Rachel
Duncan. When the three of
us get together, we never stop
laughing.”

How are you going to
measure success this season?
“I think by just our chemistry. I feel like if we mesh really
well and everyone has a good,
healthy relationship by the end
of the season, that will show
how much we’ve grown.”

“Both RCS games. They’re going
to be exciting.”

Book Your
Holiday
Parties now

Chub Lake Road, Roxboro
336-599-8488
www.oldcountryclubsteakhouse.com
Long Family Owned & Operated
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Getting To Know
Liberty Jones • Person Volleyball
What athlete do you look up
to?

of house, then I started really
liking volleyball a lot.”

“I really like Emma Duncan.
Her technique is amazing. She
comes in here for open gyms
and helps all of us, giving very
good, constructive criticism.
She commands respect and
that’s something I really look
up to.”

How are you going to apply
softball skills to volleyball?

How did you get into
volleyball?
“My older sister played for a
long time. She played here at
Person and coached a rec team
one year. She made me play
because she decided to get out

“They’re both team sports.
They both teach you how to
communicate and be loud with
your teammates. The biggest
thing I can take away from softball, however, is effort. Every
single ball needs effort.”

What was your favorite PHS
volleyball game?
“When we played against
Cedar Ridge in the conference
championship. It showed who

we are as a team – no matter
the struggle, we still come out
of it. We all got together after
that. It was kind of our ‘Come
to Jesus game’.”

How are you going to step
up and be a leader this year?
“Probably just helping the
freshmen out. Not only in
volleyball, but just around the
school. It’s easy to get lost,
hard to make friends and hard
to fit in with the right crowds.”

What’s your favorite social
media app?
“I love TikTok.”

Daniel’s army surplus
400 Central Avenue, Butner, NC

(919) 575-9108
• Ammo • Ammo Boxes
• Archery & Muzzle Loader Supplies
• Dan’s Briar Pants

Deer
Feed &
Minerals

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

We
Sell & C
u
Arrows t

Deer Lures & Game Calls
Camouflage Clothing
Wall’s Clothing
Hunting & Fishing Licenses

Law Enforcement & Security Supplies
Gun Holsters & Targets
Rocky & Proline Boots
Propper Tactical Pants

HOURS
Hunting Season - September-December
Monday-Friday 9:00 am-5:30 pm
Saturday 9:00 am-3:00 pm • Closed Sunday

January-August
Tuesday-Friday 9:00 am-5:30 pm
Saturday 9:00 am-3:00 pm
Closed Sunday & Monday
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RCS runners
hoping to continue
successful ways
By AIDAN JENSEN

ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

The Roxboro Community School
cross country program has enjoyed
success in recent years.
Last season’s greatest success
came from Alexandra Winstead,
who qualified for the state champiAIDAN JENSEN | THE COURIER-TIMES onship meet.
New head coach Tommy WinRoxboro Community School cross country team runners (left to right) Casen
stead wants to see even more out of
Martin, Jonas Wilson, Josh Bobbitt, Alexandra Winstead and Nate Stovall
begin their practice run at Mayo Lake Park in early August. Head coach Tom- his runners this season.
“I think that my role, as a coach,
my Winstead wants to see gradual improvement from his runners over the
is
to help get as much out of each
season’s duration.
person as possible,” said Winstead,
who assisted Tanya Kelleher on
staff last year. “A lot of times, we
get more out of people than they
realize they had the potential to. I
always love to see my athletes realize that when they put in the work,
they begin to see the results. Cross
WHETHER IT’S LUNCH, DINNER
country is one of those sports that
PRE-GAME OR POST-GAME
there are no timeouts or substitutes
in, it’s you against the clock. You’ve
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!
got to perform. That’s the gist of the
season I hope for.”
Alexandra Winstead is the anchor
of a newer Bulldog group that only
• Soups • Sandwiches • Salads
returns a few runners – including
• Party Platters (Pre-Order)
top men’s runner Nate Stovall, Josh
• Cinnamon Rolls • Fresh Baked Bread
Bobbitt and McIver Long.
& much more
“They are all talented,” Tommy
Winstead said. “With Alexandra,
I’ve watched her constant progression from ninth grade. Her
consistently coming to practice and
gradual improvement has paid off
over the years.”
The Bulldogs’ new head coach
will also look to Bobbitt, one of
RCS’ top male placers, in helping
the younger runners adjust to

Freshly Made

the difficulty of high school cross
country and, possibly, leading them
to a higher finish in Triangle North
Conference meets.
“I look to Alexandra and Josh to
set examples,” Winstead said. “I
want them to reinforce the motivation among the younger runners.
I don’t care where the motivation
comes from, either pick somebody
and run after them, motivate and
compete within yourself or create
something. We’re trying to move to
that ultimate goal of when they run
well in the conference and move
onto regionals. The conference
meets are kind of important, but
really, those are more like practice.
We’re constantly trying to improve.”
Winstead highlighted that if his
runners want to work towards the
goal of qualifying for regionals,
they need to stick with the program and continually show up
for practice, which is significantly
tougher in the hot, mid-August
summer days.
With four experienced returners
and a handful of promising rising
freshmen, Winstead has no doubt
he will be able to improve the Bulldogs’ team scores and continue to
foster a strong program.
“You can obviously run for
yourself, but you can also run as
a team,” Winstead said. “I was
appreciative of all my runners last
year, but I made it a point to tell
them to stay with the program.
They ran hard and their success
showed. They helped our team to
second and third place finishes.
That makes a big difference.”
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Roxboro Community
School Cross Country

Roxboro Community School
Women’s Golf
Aug. 16
Aug. 23

Aug. 30 at Eno River Academy 5 p.m.
Sept. 6 at Excelsior Classical Academy 5 p.m.
Sept. 20 at Oxford Prep 5 p.m.

Aug. 30
Sept. 6

Sept. 27 vs. Voyager Academy at Forest Hills Park 5 p.m.

Sept. 13

Oct. 4 at Vance Charter 5 p.m.

Sept 20

Oct 18 TNAC Championship at Eno River Academy 12 p.m.

Sept. 27

vs. Person High School
at Caswell Pines Golf Club
TNAC match
at Henderson Country Club
TNAC match
at Quaker Creek Golf Course
TNAC match
at Henderson Country Club
TNAC match
at Caswell Pines Golf Club
TNAC match
at Henderson Country Club
TNAC match
at Umstead Pines Country Club

4 p.m.
3 p.m.
3 p.m.
3 p.m.
3 p.m.
3 p.m.
3 p.m.

A Proud Supporter Of Person County Athletics

2695 Hurdle Mills Road • Roxboro • 336-597-4431

Alex

Heindselman

Jordan
Wade
Roxboro Community School

Roxboro Community School

We are so proud of you on and off
the field! Looking forward to a great
year and watching you achieve your
dreams.

Go Bulldogs!
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Your greatest fan club is behind
you all the way, on the field and
off! You make us proud and we
LOVE you! Isaiah 40:31
Love, Mom, Dad and Joshua

Trio of returners
highlight RCS
women’s golf squad
By AIDAN JENSEN

ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

The Roxboro Community School
women’s golf team consistently
finished in third place on match day
last year.
With three experienced returners, highlighted by Mallorie Jones,
the Bulldogs hope to improve their
placement this season.
Jones led RCS with the lowest
stroke average in 2021. She rounded
out her sophomore campaign with
a 65 on the back nine holes at the
Triangle North Conference Tournament.

en
d
y
a
H

Junior Kendall Layton was a
constant last season for Bulldog
golf. She ended her season with a
70-stroke round at the conference
tournament.
Sadie Satterfield, entering her
sophomore campaign, rounds out
a trio of girls head coach Justin
Jones will count on to lead his
team.
Emma Puett and Brook Parham
will be newcomers on the RCS golf
team.
The Bulldogs traveled to Caswell
Pines Golf Club on Tuesday to open
up their season against Person
High School.

Hester
Roxboro
Community School
“You were born to be a player.
You were meant to be here.
This moment is yours.” Herb Brooks

AIDAN JENSEN | THE COURIER-TIMES

Roxboro Community School golfer Mallorie Jones tees off during a
match last fall. Jones led the Bulldogs in stroke average and will be
a top return on this year’s team.

Keep reaching for the stars!

Delayna Welch
Roxboro Community School

We are so
proud of you!!
We love you
bunches!
Dad, Mom &
Cameron

Have a great senior year!
Love, Mom, Dad and Carson
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Longtime Person assistant
tabbed to lead RCS
By AIDAN JENSEN

ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

Chad Zuehlke spent the past four
seasons assisting Rick Baltes with
the Person High School men’s soccer
team.
He now has his own program to
lead at Roxboro Community School.
“It’s going to be a lot easier transition (from Person to RCS) for the
fact that it’s my own program now,”
Zuehlke said. “I can be more involved
and make my own decisions.”
Zuehlke has a broad soccer backAIDAN JENSEN | THE COURIER-TIMES ground that spans back to his time in
the Triangle, when he coached ECNL
Roxboro Community School’s Jaxon Lawson (left) races down the field with
(Elite Clubs National League) teams.
Person High School’s Cameron Seal during a game in East Roxboro last seaHe previously played on the U16,
son. Lawson, who scored seven goals in 2021, is the Bulldogs’ top returning
U18 and U20 national soccer squads,
goal-getter.

TNAC Fall Sports
All Conference
Cross Country - 1st Team
Nate Stovall
Alexandra Winstead,
State Qualifier
Volleyball - Maci Clark,
Abby Lewis, Jenna Hogan
Honorable Mention Sydney Adkins and Delayna
Welch
Women’s Golf - Antasia
Jeffers and Mallorie Jones

Women’s Soccer
All-Conference
Abby Lewis
Tori Bailey
Olivia Townsend
Georgia Goodson
Olivia Ess
Savanna Sullivan
Jordan Wilkerson
Co-Player of the Year
Olivia Townsend and
Dakota Tivnan (VA)

Women’s Tennis 1st Team Singles - Olivia
Townsend, Emily Rogers
2nd Team Singles - Allyshea Oliver, Olivia Ess,
Makenzie Partridge

Co-Keeper of the Year
Savanna Sullivan and
Mikaela Hill (VA)

1st Team Doubles Olivia Townsend, Olivia
Ess, Cora Bell
2nd Team Doubles Makenzie Partridge

Baseball All-Conference
Carver Pleasant
LJ Lunsford
Trey Hodgin
Collin Clayton
Micah Dalton
JD Clayton
Haden Blanks

Men’s Soccer- Caleb Allen
Honorable Mention Esteban Castillo and Jaxon
Lawson
Women’s Basketball Tori Bailey
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Men’s Basketball All-Conf AJ Durand

Coach of the Year
Tim Ess

Honorable Mention
Hayden Hester

becoming the first player from North
Carolina to make the national team.
Zuehlke is hoping to channel his
coaching experience, from Person
and club soccer, into an RCS program that snapped a six-year playoff
drought last year.
“The biggest thing out here in
Roxboro is the concept of the game,”
Zuehlke said. “Most people don’t
know the basics, so I want to channel those from a skills standpoint
– the basic passing, dribbling, space,
controlling the ball, positioning on
the field and knowing where to play.
The aggression and athleticism,
that part of soccer is there. Knowing
what to do when you win that ball,
See Lead, Page 43

Co-Player of the Year
Carver Pleasant and Dylan
Ohlendorf (VA)

Co- Goalie of the Year
Duncan Hardy and Lucas
Satterwhite (VCS)

Softball All-Conference
Emma Brandon
Maci Clark
Zane Lappin
Zoe Godard

Coach of the Year
Matt Vilaro

Honorable Mention
Molly Davis
Pitcher of the Year
Emma Brandon
Coach of the Year
Michael Clark

Men’s Golf All-Conference
Carter Hutchinson
Jackson Jones
Joshua Haden
TNAC Golf Champions
Roxboro Community School
Coach of the Year
Justin Jones

Tennis All Conference
James Satterfield
Ryan Harris
Gavin Yarbrough
Cole Dallas

Team Accomplishments

Coach of the Year
Keegan Storrs

TNAC CONFERENCE
CHAMPIONS
Reached 3rd Round of
Playoffs
Ranked 2nd in 1A East
Region

Lacrosse All Conference
Duncan Hardy
Nate Stovall
McIver Long
Alec Dickerson
Declan Herendeen
Honorable Mention
Dalton Mise and Collin Horner

RCS Women’s Soccer
14-2 Overall
9-1 League Champions

RCS Volleyball
Reached Regional Finals
“Final Four”
18-8 Overall
2nd Place Conference

Finish
4th Place Rank in 1A East
Division
RCS Baseball
Overall Record: 17-5
Conference Record: 6-2
TNAC Conference Runner’s
Up
Reached the 3rd Round of
NCHSAA 1A Playoffs
Ranked 4th in the 1A East
Region
One RCS senior (Haden
Blanks) has signed to play
college baseball at NC
Wesleyan
RCS Softball
Overall Record: 11-7
Conference Record: 4-2
TNAC Conference Runner’s
Up
Reached the 3rd Round of
NCHSAA 1A Playoffs
Ranked 5th in the 1A East
Region
Men’s golf had first time
ever State Qualifier, Carter
Hutchinson
Men’s Tennis Reached the
State Playoffs for the first
time ever.

LEAD
Continued from Page 42
that’s where I’ll be able to come in
and channel all that to them, to get
them organized from a standpoint of
playing the game.”
Zuehlke is crediting last year’s RCS
coaching staff, Chad Lawson and
Ryan Duffy, for giving the returning
high school players a basic knowledge of soccer.
He wants to expand upon that.
“We can take the players to the
next level, incorporate and bring
it all together,” Zuehlke said. “We
have a small team – I don’t want
big numbers. I want the starting 11
to play a lot, then the guys coming
off the bench to be effective. I think
this team has a lot of capability to be
good.”
Juniors Dominick Ragland, Jaxon
Lawson, Blake Vernon, Carver Pleasant and Nate Stovall, plus sophomore
Grayden Dery, are players Zuehlke

expects to contribute on a consistent
basis.
Lawson was second on the Bulldogs with seven goals last fall.
If that core group can rise to its
expectations, RCS could make the
postseason for the second consecutive season.
“Blake will be a big factor as my
center mid,” Zuehlke said. “He
understands the game really well
and he talks. Dominick in the back
and Jaxon’s going to be the guy up
top. Nate Stovall should be pretty
decent. We’ve got my kid, Grayden,
coming back in the outside. He has
a good knowledge of the game and
plays a lot of club. You’ve got Carver
in the net – he’s the best goalie in
the league. We’ve got a good core
group and then some young, talented freshmen. If they get the concept
of playing the game right from what
they experienced last year, they
should be able to have a very good
AIDAN JENSEN | THE COURIER-TIMES
season. I want to make the playoffs
Blake Vernon will be a starting center midfielder for the Roxboro Community
again.

School men’s soccer team this fall. New head coach Chad Zuehlke expects
Vernon to be a big factor.

Serving Person County
& Surrounding
Counties Since 1977

Making Sure Your Family’s
Healthcare Needs Are Covered

Embroidery • Silkscreened T-Shirts • Custom Printed T-Shirts, Caps &
Team Uniforms • Signs • Banners, Trophies & Plaques
Decals • Vehicle Lettering • Vehicle Wraps
515 S. Morgan St.
Roxboro

336-599-0248

Locally Owned
& Operated

• Open Enrollment
• Medicare Advantage
• Medicare Supplement

• Health Insurance
• Drug Plans
• Need

Help?

Open Enrollment: October 15 - December 7, 2022
Health Care, “Affordable Care Act”

November 1 - December 15, 2022

“Don’t aspire to be the best on the team.
Aspire to be the best for the team.”

#Teamwork
Best Wishes This Season

Call today to schedule your appointment:
336-599-4600

Ask us about
our CD buster
paying 3.75%
for 3 years

PIEDMONT SECURITY

PIEDMONT
INSURANCE
Insurance Agency,
Inc.
336-598-1293
For all things Real Estate
34 Years Experienced
www.sherryclayton.com

Blake McSherry • Tate Allen
Health Care Reform
is Different for Everyone.
Carol Truby • Leigh Henderson
717 Durham Road, Roxboro • www.piedmontsecurityinsurance.com
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Roxboro Community
School Soccer
(all games start at 6 p.m., unless noted. Italicized denotes TNAC games)

Aug. 17
Aug. 24
Aug. 25
Aug. 29
Sept. 1
Sept. 6
Sept. 8
Sept. 9
Sept. 12
Sept. 14

at Bartlett Yancey
vs. Bartlett Yancey
vs. Neuse Charter
vs. Oxford Prep
at Excelsior Classical
Academy
at Person High School
vs. Voyager Academy
vs. Neuse Charter 6 p.m. 		
at Talton Field
vs. Eno River Academy
at Falls Lake Academy 		
4:30 p.m.

Sept. 15
Sept. 19
Sept. 22
Sept. 27
Sept. 29

at Henderson Collegiate
vs. Falls Lake Academy
@ Vance Charter
@ Oxford Prep
vs. Excelsior Classical 		
Academy
@ Voyager Academy
@ Eno River Academy
vs. Henderson Collegiate
vs. Clover Garden School
vs. Vance Charter

Oct. 3
Oct. 6
Oct. 10
Oct. 13
Oct. 17

Your Hometown Real Estate
Company Wishes
PHS Rockets & RCS Bulldogs
A Great Season!

Tommy Winstead
336-592-1406

Tammy Snead
336-598-1442

David Blalock
336-592-0183

Clyde Kelly
336-597-4214

C.R. Pointer
336-597-5544

Roxboro Community
School Women’s Tennis
(all matches begin at 4 p.m. unless noted, italics denote TNAC matches)

Aug. 15 vs. River Mill Academy
Aug. 17 vs. Franklin Academy
Aug. 22 at Vance Charter
Aug. 24 at Excelsior Classical Academy
Aug. 25 at Orange High School
Aug. 29 at Voyager Academy
Aug. 31 vs. Eno River Academy
Sept. 9 at River Mill Academy TBA
Sept. 12 vs. Vance Charter
Sept. 14 vs. Oxford Prep
Sept. 15 vs. Orange
Sept. 19 vs. Excelsior Classical Academy
Sept. 21 vs. Voyager Academy
Sept. 26 at Eno River Academy
Sept. 29 vs. Franklin Academy at Flaherty Park
Oct. 6 TNACChampionship 12 p.m. at Granville Athletic Park

“It’s not how big you arE
but how big you play!

David Whitt
336-504-1745

Melissa Nelson
336-597-5544

3104 Durham Rd., Roxboro
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Bulldog netters
shooting for
conference crown
By AIDAN JENSEN

ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

The Roxboro Community School women’s tennis team achieved a program first last season,
winning a state playoff matchup when it blanked
Riverside-Martin in five sets on the road.
The Bulldogs now turn their attention to another first – capturing the Triangle North Conference crown, which runs through the rackets
of archrival Voyager Academy.
“I want to make sure I have a strong set of
two
and three doubles teams, because Voyager
AIDAN JENSEN | THE COURIER-TIMES
is returning almost its entire team from last
The 2022 Roxboro Community School women’s tennis team.
year,” RCS head coach Jason Bell said. “If I can
Members include (left to right): Cora Bell, Olivia Godard, Rachel Green, Eliza Ess, Aurora Bettendorf,
get solid play from my 2-6 singles seeds, plus my

Caroline Cates, Kirklyn Owen.
Not pictured: Emily Rogers, Allyshea Oliver, Olivia Ess, Mariah Surrency, Michiya Jay, Berkli Griffin.

See Netters, Page 47

Stay Comfortable
Year Round
• AC Repair & Installation
• Heat Pump Repair
& Installation
• Air Cleaners & Purifiers

• Oil Furnaces
• Annual Maintenance
• Ductless Systems
• Commercial Sales & Service

To All Athletes:
Play HARD & Have FUN
FUN!!

Locally Owned & Operated

226 Depot St. • Roxboro • 336-599-7996

QUALIFIED by definition is “Officially more than simply being “in charge.” children, domestic violence,
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perform a particular job, certified”.
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I am the most QUALIFIED candidate for Sheriff and I take my duty to serve and protect very seriously.
I would appreciate your vote on May 17th, for me, Jason “Skeet” Wilborn, your Republican
candidate for Sheriff.

Roxboro Community
School Volleyball
(Games are JV and varsity doubleheaders unless noted, Italics denote TNAC games)

Aug. 17 vs. Person High School 5/6:30 p.m.
Aug. 19 at Falls Lake Academy 4:30/6 p.m.
Aug. 23 vs. Falls Lake Academy 4:30/6:30 p.m.
Aug. 24 at Person High School 5/6:30 p.m.
Aug. 26 vs. Orange High School 5/6:30 p.m.
Aug. 29 vs. Oxford Prep 5:30/7 p.m.
Aug. 31 at Excelsior Classical Academy TBA (varsity only)
Sept. 7 vs. Voyager Academy 5:30/7 p.m.
Sept. 9 at Eno River Academy 5:30/7 p.m.
Sept. 12 at Henderson Collegiate 5:30/7 p.m.
Sept. 19 at Vance Charter 5:30/7 p.m.
Sept. 21 at Oxford Prep 5:30/7 p.m.
Sept. 23 vs. River Mill Academy 5/6:30 p.m.
Sept. 26 vs. Excelsior Classical Academy 5:30 p.m. (varsity only)
Sept. 28 at Voyager Academy 6/7 p.m.
Oct. 3 vs. Eno River Academy 5:30/7 p.m.
Oct. 5 vs. Henderson Collegiate 5:30/7 p.m.
Oct. 7 at River Mill Academy 5/6 p.m.
Oct. 10 at Orange High School TBD
Oct 12 vs. Vance Charter 5:30/7 p.m.

The Courier=Times
Your Connection to Roxboro and Person County!

Call Today! 336-599-0163
46 | Fall Sports Preview 2022

NETTERS
Continued from Page 45
number two and three doubles
teams, I think we have a really
good shot at beating Voyager. That
would give us a chance of winning
the conference. I think we have a
shot at doing that, we just have to
see how we get back into playing
shape and if we coalesce. Everyone
has to play well on the same day,
which can be a struggle sometimes.”
The Bulldogs graduated top singles player Olivia Townsend in the
spring, but return almost everyone
else.
Emily Rogers, Olivia Ess, Allyshea Oliver and Cora Bell, are
expected to give RCS a solid core in
its top four for singles.
Rogers played to a 4-8 mark in
the second singles spot and a 2-2
record in the second doubles slot.
Ess compiled a 5-6 record in the
third singles and 4-4 record in the

first doubles spot. Oliver was an
even 6-6 as the third singles seed
and a strong 4-1 in a third doubles
pairing, while Bell collected a 2-3
record as the sixth singles seed and
2-2 mark with Rogers in the second
doubles spot.
“I’m very glad we have those four
returners because they know what
to do to win games,” Bell said. “I’m
at least in a comfortable position
where I’m looking for two players,
at the five and six spots, to see who
might be able to go in. Our first
match is against Franklin Academy, which is one of the better
2A teams. My returners won’t get
overwhelmed by that situation and
they’ll be able to help the younger
players realize the competition is
tougher. Hopefully, they’ll be able
to relax and focus on what they
can do. A couple of my players are
already talking about trying to get
the team spirit a little more cohesive, so I’m excited about that, too.”
Joining that group are rising
freshmen Aurora Bettendorf, who

Spray Tanning & Stand Up or Lay Down Tanning • Leggings & Tops
Manicures & Pedicures • Red Light Therapy • Pocket Books & Earrings
Fun Masks & Body Jewelry • Jewelry & Sterling Silver
Tanning Lotions & Scents • Ear Piercing
Energy Drinks & Protein Bars • Avon • Notary Public

HUBBARD AND CATES, PC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

solidified the top singles spot for
the RCS middle school women’s
tennis squad last fall. Eliza Ess and
Caroline Cates are expected to vie
for the top six along with sophomores Olivia Godard, Rachel Green
and Kirklyn Owen, the latter of
whom played in a trio of doubles
matches in 2021. Mariah Surrency,
who won both her singles matches and played in several doubles
contests last season, plus newcomers Michiya Jay and Berkli Griffin
round out the roster.
“That’s a good sign for the future
of the program,” Bell said of how
many players he has to choose
from on match day this season.
“We had a top-heavy team with
four seniors and one junior last
year, so it’s nice to see we have
some younger players joining us.
I like the face that in some of the
early-season matches, I’m going
to be able to toss multiple players
in different positions. I want to try
different doubles teams for that
third slot and different people for

the five and six singles positions.
I have a lot of people I can try to
plug into spaces and see who works
best where.”
The Bulldogs began their campaign yesterday, hosting Franklin
Academy at the Huck Sansbury
tennis courts. RCS opens up conference play Monday, when it travels
to Vance Charter, a team it swept
last season.
The Bulldogs wrap up conference
play on Monday, Sept. 26 at Eno
River Academy, end their regular
season three days later at Franklin,
then participate in the conference
tournament on Thursday, Oct. 6 at
the Granville Athletic Park.
“I always have the goal that I
want them to see themselves improve over the season,” Bell said. “I
want to make sure they enjoy the
sport because I have a mix of players who can play pretty well, plus
some who are still learning the
game. I want everyone to be playing better at the end of the season.
I’m hoping to get that team feel.”
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Three things to watch for RCS Volleyball
The Bulldogs will rise if...
Jenna Hogan carries over her strong play from
last fall.
Hogan turned heads in her first season as RCS’
starting setter, amassing 506 assists across 80 sets
played.
Her ability to spread out the attack – nine different Bulldogs reached the 10-kill mark, including
three hitting the 100-kill mark, played a key role in
the team’s late-season surge to the 1A East regional final.
Hogan also showcased her abilities as a key
finisher and defender. She notched 80 kills, almost
exclusively on dump sets, and dug out 210 attacks,
both fourth-highest on RCS.

North All-Conference honorees Abby Lewis and
Maci Clark, two six-rotation players who combined for 505 digs and 411 kills. Clark and Lewis
topped the conference in kills, plus finished top-10

The Bulldogs will fall if...
They struggle to find consistency in the front
row.
RCS graduated 2021 team captains and Triangle

in digs.
Sydney Adkins is a likely candidate to replace
some of their production. She is in a good position
to do so – the senior totaled 221 digs, 133 kills, 27
service aces and 25 blocks across a team-high 91
sets played.
Mary Quinn Hurdle, who delivered 37 kills and
10 total blocks, will be asked to step up in an extended front-row role.

Keep an eye out for...
How the two freshmen on varsity perform.
Head coach Hayden Rigsbee is rolling with two
first-years, Peyton Hogan and CeCe Fitzgerald, on
the varsity roster.
Peyton Hogan is a long, athletic player who
Rigsbee expects to contribute on the front row.
Fitzgerald, who helped the middle school Bulldogs
capture the conference tournament title a season
ago, will slot into a defensive specialist spot with
Savannah Adkins and Madison Taylor.

Your Local Gun Professionals.
Stop by & see us!

Best Of Luck To All Athletes!
2990 Durham Road, Roxboro
Monday - Friday 9am-6pm Saturday 9am-3pm
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Balanced Volleydogs
squad hungry for
new success
By AIDAN JENSEN

ajensen@roxboro-courier.com

AIDAN JENSEN | THE COURIER-TIMES

The 2022 Roxboro Community School varsity volleyball team. Front row (left
to right): Sydney Adkins, Madison Taylor, CeCe Fitzgerald, Savannah Adkins,
Delayna Welch. Back row: Mary Quinn Hurdle, Kynlee Brooks, Alison O’Briant,
Peyton Hogan, Jenna Hogan

Things were looking pretty bleak
when the Roxboro Community
School volleyball team was sitting
at 5-6 in mid-September with three
consecutive losses to start the 2021
season.
But everything turned around --in a massive way.
The Bulldogs rattled off nine
consecutive wins and later made
an impressive run to the 1A East
Regional Finals that included
road upsets over Triangle North
Champion Vance Charter and 1-A
top-seed Perquimans.

RCS returns many of last year’s
contributors and will be looking
at making a run at a conference
championship and a long stay in
the playoff.
That journey began yesterday
with a home matchup against crosstown rival Person High School.
Bulldogs coach Hayden Rigsbee
is eager to see if her players can
start this year strong and replicate
success from a season ago.
“We want to take all the good
things we were doing last year, with
my returners and really just try
to do them again,” Rigsbee said. “I
See Volleydogs, Page 50
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VOLLEYDOGS
Continued from Page 49
think the best thing we can do (as coaches) for the
girls is to put them in the best possible position. We
celebrate last year and are proud of our accomplishments, but we do have a sense that this is a
new year and we have to set some different types
of goals, just so we can playing out best. Hopefully,
that means we’ll go deep into states again. It’s a
feeling that a lot of girls on the team have and I
think they’ve expressed that to their newer teammates as well.”
RCS’ end goal is to win its stacked conference
this year, that includes Vance Charter, Oxford
Prep and Eno River Academy squads that made
deep playoff runs and return nearly all their key
players.
That goal begins on Monday, Aug. 29, as it welcomes a challenging Oxford Prep team it split with
last year.
The Griffins bring back multi-dimensional player Delaney Lowery, who notched 140 kills and led
the team with 107 total blocks, 100-kill and 331-dig
See Volleydogs, Page 51
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Sydney Adkins (second from left) and Jenna Hogan (third) are going to be focal points of the Roxboro
Community School volleyball team’s attack this season. Hogan returns 210 digs, 80 kills, 61 service aces
and a conference-leading 506 assists from a season ago, while Adkins carries over 221 digs, 133 kills,
43 service aces and five solo blocks.
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VOLLEYDOGS
Continued from Page 50
member Kadence Woolief, 123 digs
and a team-high 221 assists from
Holly Currin, plus 136 service aces
across 10 players.
The Bulldogs split their regular
season matchups with Oxford Prep
last year, but RCS won the rubber
match when the teams met in the
NCAC tournament semifinals. RCS
finished second during the regular
season to Vance Charter, a team it
split four meetings with a season ago.
“One of our goals is to have a
better run this year in conference,”
Rigsbee said. “We had some circumstances where we had missing
players last year, which really set
us back. But this year, we’re really
looking to have a bigger presence in
conference and hopefully, be back
in the conference championship but
with a different outcome. That’s what
we have our mind set on right now.”
Preparing the Bulldogs for a successful conference run is a grueling
non-conference schedule, which
quickly turns from Person over to
tomorrow’s contest at former league
rival Falls Lake Academy.
RCS travels to Rocket Gymnasium
on Wednesday after a home-andhome series with the Firebirds,
then hosts Orange High School next
Friday.
“We’re setting ourselves up to face
tougher competition so that when we
do have the end-of-season push in the
playoffs, we are prepared,” Rigsbee

said. “Whether you win or lose, you
have to make a tough, smart schedule
in order to put your girls in a position
where, even if they don’t win our
conference, they have a better chance
of going to states. That’s part of the
reason, but the biggest reason is just
to allow the girls to see competition
outside of our 1A conference.”

Adkins and Hogan projected to
have big roles
What the Bulldogs lost its top hitters from a season ago, Abby Lewis
and Maci Clark, but return senior
Sydney Adkins and junior Jenna
Hogan.
Adkins, an outside/right-side hitter and Hogan, RCS’ starting setter,
will lead a team that returns just
about everybody else.
“I honestly see us being stronger
on offense again,” Rigsbee said.
“That is something we’ll really focus
on at the beginning of the season.”
Hogan, a first-time starter in 2021,
led the conference last with 506
assists and showcased her skills as
a server, with 61 service aces. Hogan
is expected to be a six-rotation setter
again this season.
“I think Jenna will step up and be a
leader this year,” Rigsbee said. “She
really is making sure everyone’s on
the same page, with free ball plays
or just hitting in general. I really
think that she’s a staple-piece to the
team. If you think about it, when we
AIDAN JENSEN | THE COURIER-TIMES
receive a ball, she touches it almost
Sydney Adkins will be counted on in a high-leverage offensive role this seaevery time to put in a hitter’s hands.
son for the Roxboro Community School volleyball team, as she looks to reSee Volleydogs, Page 52
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place the production of 2022 graduates Abby Lewis and Maci Clark. Adkins
slammed down 133 kills last year, third-most on RCS.
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The qualities that she has being
from a leader, help her develop
more to be a better setter.”
Adkins is expected to be one of
Hogan’s top targets on offense.
Adkins recorded 133 kills and
served up 43 aces. Adkins also
showcased her defensive abilities,
digging out 221 attacks.
“I think she gained a lot of
confidence last year,” Rigsbee
said. “Maci and Abby handed off
that wand to her.”
Rigsbee highlighted returners
Alison O’Briant and Mary Quinn
Hurdle, plus Jenna’s sister,
Peyton, as major parts of the
offense.
“I’m really excited for Peyton,
who’s a lengthy, athletic
volleyball player, to be joining
See Volleydogs, Page 53

the team,” Rigsbee said. “I
see her being a big part of our
offense. We’ll have Alison on
the front row again. She’s tall,
can jump and has big hands for
big blocks. I’m hoping to look at
really integrating her into getting
some more kills as well. We’re
presuming that Mary Quinn will
help us on the front row. We have
a transfer for Voyager, Kyhlee
Brooks, who’s going to be helping
us a lot on the front row as well.”
Starting libero Delayna Welch,
who thrived in her freshman
campaign with 263 digs, comes
back as the defensive anchor.
Defensive players outside of
Welch include Savannah Adkins,
who dug out 57 attacks in 41
sets, freshman CeCe Fitzgerald,
who helped the middle school
Bulldogs’ to a conference
tournament crown and Madison
Taylor, who was on the team at
the beginning of last season but
never played in a game.
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Delayna Welch enters her sophomore season at Roxboro Community
School as the volleyball team’s defensive anchor. Welch dug out 263 attacks during the Bulldogs’ run to the 1A East Regional Final.
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“Volleyball’s a game where you
score points,” Rigsbee said. “Part
of that is being
able to put the
ball down on the
other team’s side
of the court and
forcing mistakes.
So when I look at
defense, I look at
not allowing the
other team to force
our mistakes so
they can score points. That’s why
I really drive that home to the
girls.”

Help on the way
For the first time in four
seasons, RCS will carry a JV
team.
Vivi Carcamo, Madison
Solomon, Terri Lynn Davis,

Carmela Peeples, Addison Martin,
Baylee Long and Keeley Whitfield
all come up from the middle
school conference championship
squad.
“We have longed for a JV team
all the years I’ve been here,”
Rigsbee said. “I
know that being
the program head,
in order for us
to have girls at a
varsity level, it is
a staple-piece to
have that intern
step when you’re
done with middle
school ball, but
not quite ready for varsity. JV
provides more experience, ball
touches and game-like situations.
In the past, we’ve had just one big
varsity team and some haven’t
gotten their opportunity.”
Jimmy Ray Long will lead
the Bulldog JV volleyball team,
then help Rigsbee during varsity
matches.
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Roxboro Community School volleyball head coach Hayden Rigsbee will
county heavily on the playmaking ability of setter Jenna Hogan this season.
Hogan led the entire Triangle North Athletic Conference wth 506 assists.
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Getting To Know
Delayna Welch, RCS volleyball
What does it mean to be a Bulldog?
“Someone who’s going to be a great leader, motivation to everyone, be nice to everyone and just
have an all-around, great attitude.”

What is your game day routine?
“First, I need to stretch. I basically just put in
headphones, zone out, think about how I want a
game to go and how I need to mentally prepare for
it.”

Do you have a lucky item?

“I’m going to drink water because I feel like if
I drink too much sugar or caffeinated stuff, it’s
going to mess with me and make me not feel good.”

Who’s your funniest teammate?
“I’m going to have to say Savannah Adkins.”

Who do you look up to?
“I actually look up to Abby Lewis. She was just
someone who was always happy and laughing all
the time. She just inspired me and really made me
love everything about the game of volleyball.”

“I have this black teletie that I usually wear on
game days.”

What is your goal for this season?

What’s your game day drink?

“To be the best player I can and not get in my
own head. Play freely because high school volleyball doesn’t last forever.”
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Getting To Know
Jenna Hogan, RCS volleyball
What does it mean to be a
Bulldog?

of socks on game day.”

“Being part of a big family and
helping each other out. There’s
always someone there for you if
you need anything.”

If you could meet anyone in
the world right now, who
would it be?

What do you enjoy most
about being a setter?
“I’ve always been a leader and
I’ve always been big into helping
other people out. I feel like as a
setter, you can always help as a
passer or a hitter giving little tips.

Do you have a superstition?
“I always wear the same pair

“Probably three-time Olympic
gold medalist Kerri Walsh-Jennings. She’s good.”

What is your favorite
postgame meal?
“As a team, we normally go to
La Cocina.”

What are you drinking on
game day?

“The way a team plays as a whole
determines its level of success.”

“BodyArmor.”

Who is your funniest
teammate?
“Savannah Adkins.”

Why are you excited about
having a JV team this year?
“I think that us having a lot of
girls coming up is going to help
a lot.”

What’s your favorite vacation
spot?
“St. John’s in the Virgin
Islands.”
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