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Recalling the Chestnut Hill Market:

Local grocer Sam Blumenthal ran the market
on Germantown Avenue from 1917 to 1955

by Lois Perch Villemaire

am Blumenthal was a
Sladies man. He was hand-

some, and he knew it. He
worked at staying in good
shape and weighed himself
every day like a prize fighter.
As a teen, he was on the track &
team at Central Manual Train-
ing School in downtown
Philadelphia. He was a stylish
dresser and took pleasure in
wearing nice clothes.

Sam was neat and precise
about his surroundings. He
kept his desk immaculate and
posted a calendar where he
carefully printed his scheduled
appointments.

Sam's father was also a good-
looking man with dark curly
hair and a thick mustache.
Everyone thought he had
become an alcoholic when he
began to stagger and slur his
words. Sam was embarrassed by
the changes in his father, but at
the time no one knew the real
reason for his odd behavior.

People avoided him, and his
shoemaker business declined.

The Chestnut Hill Market about
1930. Owner Sam Blumenthal is at
the far left with his young son.

Sadly, this also caused a loss of
contact with his extended fam-
ily. In a matter of months he
died when Sam was a teenager.
An autopsy revealed it had
been a brain tumor. The year
was 1912.

After her husband's death,

(Continued on page 5)

Friends of Abolition Hall lose

Pauline and Sam Blumenthal in 1971
at their 50th wedding anniversary.

apeal to

halt developer’s conditional use permit

by Brendan Sample

he ongoing controversy over Aboli-
| tion Hall saw another new major
development in favor of developer
K. Hovnanian Homes. The Montgomery
County Court of Common Pleas officially
dismissed the Friends of Abolition Hall’s
appeal of the Whitemarsh Township Board
of Supervisors’ decision to grant Hovnan-
ian a conditional use permit to construct
67 townhouse buildings on the Abolition
Hall property.
“The judge’s ruling affirms our position
that the Whitemarsh Board of Supervisors
properly granted conditional use approval

after reviewing our proposed development
plans,” said Mike Weisslitz, Hovnanian
community manager. “We look forward to
continuing with the approval process, and
working with the Board of Supervisors and
the community at large to move this pro-
ject forward.”

The two sides initially tried working on
a settlement after the first court hearing in
September. They were unable to work any-
thing out, however, with negotiations ulti-
mately coming to a “roaring halt”
according to Friends convener Sydelle
Zove, who claimed that Hovnanian was
unwilling to budge in any significant way.
About 10 days before the final ruling, the
Friends gave notice to Judge Thomas Bran-

ca that mediation had been unsuccessful.

Members of the Friends are still consid-
ering whether or not to move forward with
a further appeal of their case. Regardless of
what happens with the conditional use
permit, Hovnanian will still need to obtain
a land use permit, as that part of the
process is still ongoing.

Hovnanian submitted a draft of its plans
for the site in April to Township Engineer
Krista Heinrich, along with a list of
waivers that would allow the developers to
bypass certain elements of the township
design code. Heinrich then issued a review
memo pointing out dozens of instances

(Continued on page 10)

TOWER HEALTH MEDICAL GROUP

is pleased to welcome our newest physician

Chestnut Hill Hospital Surgical Associates
8815 Germantown Avenue, Suite 22

‘a
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Roshin Thomas, DO

Philadelphia PA, 19118
To schedule an appointment, call 215-248-8520.

Tower Health
] Medical Group

Advancing Health. Transforming Lives.

TowerHealth.org/MedicalGroup
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The Residents and
Management of The Hill
at Whitemarsh sincerely
hope your holidays are
warm, wonderful and
just a little wild.
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RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
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Lafayette Hill, PA 19444
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Mt. Airy scientist to speak at SCH on conservation crisis

by Len Lear

optimism, but it’s crucial,”

insists Dr. Winnie
Hallwachs, tropical biodiversity
scientist and long-time Mt. Airy
resident who wishes that the bio-
diversity crisis would be given
equal weight to the climate crisis.
“What I know for certain is that
the natural world needs protec-
tion and action, including but
going well beyond climate
change. Like many other people, 1
look with wonder and hope at the
Parkland students and the team
they built up and at Greta Thun-
berg and her clarity. Anyone can
play a role, and roles add up to a
critical mass.”

Hallwachs, 65, who earned a
B.A. from Princeton University in
1976 in biochemistry and Ph.D.
from Cornell University in 1994 in
ecology, has lived in Mt. Airy for
50 years, but for the last 40 years
she has lived in Costa Rica more
than half of every year doing biodi-
versity research. She is responsible
for 391 research works with 6,882
academic citations, and she will be
giving a free public lecture titled
“A Porcupine, Moth Legs and a
Drive to Conserve What is Slip-
ping Away” at Springside Chestnut
Hill Academy (SCH) on Saturday,
Dec. 7 at 4 p.m.

Over the last four decades,
Hallwachs and Daniel Janzen, 80,
her husband and scientific partner
at the University of Pennsylvania,
have worked on tropical forest
restoration and on the conserva-
tion of the biodiversity of Area de
Conservacién Guanacaste (ACG),
in northwestern Costa Rica. A

UNESCO Natural World Heritage

(q¢ It’s a struggle to hold on to

Site, its 420,000 acres contain over
650,000 species (2.6% of total
global biodiversity) and are home
to wild parrots, peccaries, boas,
ocelots, migrant birds from North
and South America and many,
many insects. Janzen is a professor
of conservation biology in the
Penn biology department, and
Hallwachs is a biodiversity conser-
vation research biologist. He has
been at Penn since 1976 and she
since 1978.

Since 2004, Hallwachs, Janzen
and their collaborators have iden-
tified thousands of new species
among the more than 43,000
ACG species sequenced to date. In
1997, Hallwachs co-founded the
Guanacaste Dry Forest Conserva-
tion Fund (GDFCF), a non profit
organization whose mission is to
promote “the long-term survival of
ecosystems and biodiversity of
ACG through conservation, edu-
cation, science-based management
and biodiversity development.”

Hallwachs told us last week
that her interest in biodiversity
“started with a fascination with
animals and fresh water when I
was young, but it only became an
active part of my life in the mid
1980s, from recognizing the real
danger that the Costa Rican dry
forest area where I lived was fac-
ing. One of these dangers was
human-set fires, but the biggest
threat came from the general pub-
lic feeling that parks were set-
aside lands with no clear
importance, no value to them and
no owner to defend them.”

Regarding the hot-button issue
of climate change, Hallwachs
insisted, “It is real. It is tremen-
dously damaging to everything
and to people in all walks of life
and all economic levels. In the

Dr.Winnie Hallwachs, tropical biodiversity scientist and Mt.Airy resident, will be giving a free public lecture on species bio-
diversity at Springside Chestnut Hill Academy on Saturday, Dec. 7,4 p.m.The friend she is holding is enjoying the winter

back in Costa Rica.

park where I work and live, the
signs were somewhat deniable in
the 1980s, worrisome in the
1990s, and it was in the year 2000
that [ first heard someone will
global knowledge, the director of
science at The Nature Conser-
vancy, say that biologists all over
the world were reporting that
their sites and research were
affected by climate change ...
From the biological signs all
around me, the change has accel-
erated each decade since. We
need to take action now.”

Hallwachs’ family moved from
a small town in upstate New York
to Philadelphia in 1967, when
she was 13.

“I have vivid memories of our
first short visit.” she said. It was
late May, and all the azaleas were
in bloom, the sun was shining,

Crime Report: One theft

The following crime report is for
crimes reported in Chestnut Hill
from Now. 25 to Dec. 1, 2019.

Please note the dates in bold
listed below are when the crimes
occurred, not when they were
reported.

Nov. 26. Theft on the 400
block of East Abington Ave. A
woman told police that an
unknown person removed a black
and white chair (valued at $130)
from her room at a nursing home
without her permission.

Summary: One crime for the
week — one theft.

If you have been a wictim of a
crime and would like services or sup-
port, call Northwest Victim Services
at 215-438-4410. For more infor-
mation about crimes in your neigh-
borhood, call the 14th District
Headquarters at 215-686-3140.
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at Nicholas & David

Book your Holiday
Hair Appointment

215.242.2888 - WWW.SALONS9SO.NET
90 BETHLEHEM PIKE, CHESTNUT HILL
ADJACENT to CH EAST TRAIN STATION

CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY - EASY PARKING

Four generations of Hair Artistry

THREADWELL

monograms + embroidery

santa’s deadline:

dec
15

orders receieve by december 15 make it onto the sleigh!

8432 germantown ave

215.205.0388 threadwell.net

@threadwellmonograms

weekdays 9:30 to 5

saturday 10 to 4

sunday 12 to 4

and it was so alive and colorful
and lush compared to upstate
New York in late spring. But the
first hot and humid Philadelphia
summer was a bit of a shock!”

Regarding life in Mt. Airy,
however, “We really lucked out
with wonderful neighbors on our
block on Carpenter Lane. When
we moved here, the history of
West Mount Airy Neighbors
pulling together to confront
white flight, panic selling and
redlining was recent and vivid.
Looking back now, I think I
absorbed a feeling of hope and
possibility about what can happen
when people come together
around a mission.”

Not too many other people I
have ever interviewed (in fact,
none) have had insects named

after them, but at least eight
insect species have been named
after Hallwachs and Janzen.
“Usually I know the taxonomists
who chose the name,” she point-
ed out, “and often what matters
most is the friendship or inten-
tion of that person, or whether
the insect lives in one of my
favorite places, or who collected
the first specimen found. Dan
feels that there are already plenty
of species named after him, and
he would rather the honor go to
other people who are also doing
very good things.”

For more information about the
Dec. 7 talk, visit www.sch.org. Len
Lear can  be reached at
lenlear@chestnuthilllocal.com

Estate Jewelry Appraisals

R

40 Years Experience

Glenside, PA 19038

Call to arrange your private appointment for a jewelry
appraisal which includes complimentary cleaning.

GEMOLOGICAL
RESOURCES, INC

Jewelers - Brokers - GIA Graduate Gemologist

115 E. Glenside Ave., Suite 6

215.938.7252 » www.gemologicalresources.com

David Brothers

Landscape Services

“*FOR'ALL YOUR OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES

« Design and Planning

» Terraces, Walls and Walkways

* Fireplaces and Outdoor Kitchens
* Water Gardens and Features

& Rain Gardens and Bio-Swales
« "Rooftop Terraces and Gardens
* Horticultural Services

* Landscape and Garden Care

www.DavidBrothers.com
610-584-1550 ¢ 215-247-2992
DESIGN ¢ BUILD « MAINTAIN
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Water Tower Rec Center needs our support

by Peggy Bradley

hat I enjoy most about

the Water Tower

Recreation Center is
the melding of our community.
There are no class, race, gender,
age or political barriers. It is
where 1 see the best of Chestnut
Hill. There are many wonderful
programs happening at our com-
munity recreation center. These
take place every day in an aging
building on a scenic, historic
property. It is an especially
vibrant and healthy place to be.

Every weekday there is a thriv-
ing after-school program that
serves 90 elementary children.

There is a pre-school and
extended-day  program  for
younger children. The gymnastics
program is bigger than ever with
145 children. Adult programs
include volleyball, yoga, fitness
classes and a fitness center.

The Chestnut Hill Youth
Sports Club offers organized
sports for boys and girls, regardless
of skill level. This massive pro-
gram is run by volunteers all year.
Pickleball, my first love, is played

four times a week by an organized
group. The courts are terrific, as
are the tennis courts. The play-
ground and basketball courts are
consistently busy with camps and
community users.

The Water Tower staff and pro-
gram instructors work tirelessly in
a very difficult facility. The Advi-
sory Council meets monthly, pri-
oritizing repair strategies and
plotting fund raising.

Philadelphia is the poorest
major city in the country. Our
public schools and recreation
centers reflect that. The Water
Tower, even though it is centered
in a prosperous community, is no
different. I have firsthand knowl-
edge of this because I work and
play in both.

This season, the staff and coun-
cil will battle the ancient boiler
and its many failing parts that
sporadically provide heat. Cur-
rently we are in a state of partial
repair. The programs continue,
nevertheless. The staff and the
kids still show up.

Amazingly, our recreation cen-
ters are solely responsible for the
infrastructure of the buildings.

Cindy Bass, our City Council-
woman, has been instrumental in
accessing any funds available to
support our center. Our commu-
nity is responsible for the rest.

Please keep our recreation cen-
ter in the generous part of your
holiday spirit. Drop in to see peo-
ple in motion with smiles and
friendship. Volunteer to help with
the many tasks at hand as we push
for the repairs and funding to sus-
tain our center. There is a sugges-
tion box for your ideas on how to
make our community center more
than it is. Most importantly,
please donate so that there will be
heat this winter. Will you please
take the time to share our needs
with friends and family?

To help us raise funds for the
boiler replacement, please donate
at gofundme.com/f/water-tower-
rec-center-boiler-system.

Peggy Bradley is a member of the
Water Tower Advisory Council

Pa.’s recent legislative ctory is an opportunity to celebrate
two organizations that help to protect children from abuse

by Helen W. Mallon

ntil around 30 years ago,

few, if any, organizations

existed to help sexually
abused children. Today, Philadel-
phia’s children find a safe, caring
response at Philadelphia Children’s
Alliance, which is a national model
for similar organizations.

In one child-friendly building in
North Philly, PCA offers coordi-
nated services to children and their
families at no cost. Trained forensic
interviewers and medical profes-
sionals, therapists, DHS workers,
the Special Victims Unit of the
Philadelphia Police, and court
advocates work together easily.
Once, they were isolated in silos
around the city. Today, they are all
under one roof, along with creden-
tialed medical professionals from
Children’s Hospital of Philadel-
phia, who are specially trained to
work with abused children.

Under stress, children often give
a different story to different adults.
PCA’s forensic interviews are digi-
tally recorded so that children don’t
have to relive their trauma with
each hurdle they meet. Frightened
children are no longer dragged from
emergency rooms to police
precincts to meetings with social
workers, lawyers and others.

Darkness2Light, founded in
2000, is a national and internation-

al nonprofit dedicated to child sex-
ual abuse prevention. Its trainings
are flexible enough for a one-time
event or a deeper dive. Offerings
vary from online tips for parents
who need help speaking to their
own children about safety, to
research papers and fact sheets.
D2L’s online and in-person train-
ings cover the gamut: healthy
touch, mandated reporting,
bystander training and child traf-
ficking. All these are tailored to
individuals, educators and commu-
nity groups. In early 2020, D2L will
offer two-hour trainings at several
locations in the Philly suburbs at a
very reasonable cost.

In mid-November, after a pro-
tracted battle in Harrisburg, the
legislature passed two bills in sup-
port of adults who were abused as
children. Bill 962 eliminates the
criminal statute of limitations and
extends the civil statute until the
victim reaches the age of 55. Until
now, that age limit was 30. Gover-
nor Wolf signed this bill into law
just before Thanksgiving.

Bill 963 is a constitutional
amendment allowing a two-year
window of opportunity for victims
who have aged out of the current
statute to sue abusers for damages.
While the full legislature passed the
bill last week, this amendment to
the state constitution will require
another approval by the full legisla-
ture, followed by a ballot referen-

dum put to Pennsylvania voters. It
will be 2021 before the legislature
votes on it again.

Why the need to extend the
statute of limitations? Why offer
victims of this particular crime spe-
cial treatment? While PCA does
cutting-edge work, the roughly
3,000 children — including kids
from Chestnut Hill, Mount Airy
and Roxborough — they help yearly
are only the tip of the iceberg.
Many kids cannot disclose their
abuse to anyone. If they do, the
adults they tell have to be support-
ive. These bills offer the potential
for justice for adults who were
silenced as kids.

Brain science yet provides anoth-
er answer. In his seminal book “The
Body Keeps the Score: Brain,
Mind, and Body in the Healing of
Trauma,” psychiatrist Bessel Van
der Kolk writes, “There have ...
been hundreds of scientific publica-
tions spanning ... documenting
how the memory of trauma can be
repressed, only to surface years or
decades later ... Total memory loss
is most common in childhood sex-
ual abuse, with incidence ranging
from 19 percent to 38 percent.”

When their memories only sur-
face later in life, adult survivors
must be able to pursue justice as
part of their healing process. Fortu-
nately, the Pennsylvania State Leg-
islature agrees.

The amendment was champi-

from our readers

A preview of
Quintessence’s
‘Wizard of Oz’

Intelligence, love and courage is
how they deal with wickedness in
the merry old land of Oz - with a
healthy measure of music, song and
dance, too! I saw a preview of
Quintessence Theater's production
of L. Frank Baum's "The Wizard of
Oz," which officially opens this
Thursday. It’s positively, absolutely,
undeniably good. The innovative
production is so engaging that it
seemed almost cruel that the
Munchkins didn’t invite us to sing
along, even just a smidgen, with
"Ding Dong! The Witch is Dead"

in the first act or "Follow the Yel-
low Brick Road” at curtain call,
especially since there were more
than a few munchkins among us,
some in costume. I bet the glittery,
little good witch - or was she a
Dorothy - who spun around excit-
edly on her toes in the lobby before
the house opened felt the same way.

Brian Rudnick
Chestnut Hill

Happy for Spring-
field coverage

I'm delighted to see the Local
now covering the Springfield Board

of Commissioners’ meetings. It’s
been such a loss since the Spring-

field Sun disappeared. Thanks for
stepping in, and for making our
local government process more
transparent.

I've lived in Springfield Town-
ship for 13 years, and [ know it’s a
well-run municipality. But broader
public visibility of the decision-
making process is always a good
thing, and that’s what you're doing.

Joy Bergey
Flourtown

Editor’s Note: The coverage of
Springfield Township is due in
thanks to township resident and
Local reader Betsy Wallace, who
will be taking notes monthly for
the Local.

oned by Berks County Representa-
tive Mark Rozzi, himself a survivor
of child sexual abuse. Like him, I
am a survivor. Like him, I have
endured sleepless, nausea-filled
nights. I could tell no one about my
abuse, not even myself. I suppressed
the memory for 20 years. I have
tasted in my own mouth the differ-
ence between bitterness and for-
giveness, and I have chosen the
sweeter taste.

The search for justice, even
retroactive justice, is not vindic-
tive. Wrongs cry out to be righted,
whether they were perpetrated
against oneself or another.

In two years, I'm hopeful that

Pennsylvania voters will have the
chance to say yes to justice. In the
meantime, statistics demonstrate
all of us know an adult who was
sexually abused as a child. Sadly, all
of us know at least one child who
was — or will be — in the one out of
10 kids sexually abused before the
age of 18. Race, wealth and class
are no protection here. For now,
Philadelphia Children’s Alliance
and Darkness2Light offer not only
help, but strategies to end the
scourge.

Helen W. Mallon is a volunteer
with Philadelphia Children’s Alliance.

Her website is helenwmallon.com

of Chestnut Hill.
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Sam Blumenthal, opened his Avenue shop 102 years ago

(Continued from page 1)

Sam's mother was left to raise five
children. She continued his busi-
ness by hiring a young shoemaker
to run the store and compensated
him with room, board and a small
salary. Sam and his two brothers
had to find work to help support
their mother and two sisters.

Sam wasn't interested in the
family shoe repair business. He
got an entry-level position with
the Pennsylvania Railroad but
soon discovered it wasn't for him.
With his outgoing personality, he
found it boring to work as a labor-
er. He gravitated to selling pro-
duce and working in a local
grocery store, learned all he could
about the food business and
dreamed of opening his own mar-
ket in the right location of the
city.

He worked long hours, but on
his day off Sam enjoyed riding dif-
ferent trolley lines to explore sec-
tions of Philadelphia, with its
established and expanding public
transportation system. One sum-
mer day, Sam hopped on the
Route 23 electric streetcar that
stopped near his home. He
planned to examine the north-
west direction of the city.

Sam heard foreign voices. and
he inhaled the unfamiliar aromas
of food being sold from wooden
carts. He observed residential,
commercial and industrial areas
as the trolley swayed, stopped and
started up again along the way.
The clanging bell was loud and
announced each upcoming stop.

After riding for about an hour,
he arrived at the northern termi-
nus where the route of the street-
car would reverse at a loop at
Mermaid Lane. Sam exited the
trolley and began to walk. It was
an uphill stretch called German-
town Avenue. After several
blocks, he saw a large three-story
hotel with a covered porch,
impressive residential dwellings
and numerous shops on the tree-
lined street. People were strolling
on the sidewalks.

He was in Chestnut Hill. When
Sam approached the busiest block
of storefront businesses, he was
fascinated and even more pleased
when he saw a train station. Sam
knew that convenience and
transportation were important
factors in deciding on a favorable
place for his store. He became
hopeful about the possibility of
owning a grocery market in
Chestnut Hill someday.

For two years, he worked hard
to save money while continuing
to help his family. Whenever Sam
had time, he rode the familiar 23
trolley and walked up the street to

monitor the shops on German-
town Avenue, watching for
vacancies. He found out that
there were plans for the Route 23
trolley to be extended, continu-
ing to “the top of the hill,” a nick-
name given to describe the higher
land elevation in comparison to
other parts of the city. The loop
would be located at Bethlehem
Pike, a great plus for any adjacent
business.

Because he was on the trolley
regularly, Sam began to recognize
other riders. He became casually
acquainted with a petite young
woman. In keeping with his
friendly personality, he tried to
chat with her, but she was shy and
reserved. They exchanged a few
words, but it never went beyond
that. When she left the trolley,
she entered a dress shop on Ger-
mantown Avenue.

In 1917, Sam opened the
Chestnut Hill Market at the loca-
tion of his dreams, 8512/8514
Germantown Ave. He rented the
narrow space from the Still fami-
ly. When he celebrated his grand
opening, the space was jam-
packed full of the freshest produce
and meats that Sam could find at
the farm markets in South
Philadelphia. Chestnut Hill had a
clientele that demanded the best
in food products, and Sam was
determined to provide it.

Pauline was the oldest of four
daughters, all born in Philadel-
phia within a five-year span to
Jennie and Nathan. Everyone
called them the Goldberg girls.
Pauline was petite, barely five feet
tall with dark brown hair and blue
eyes. She was sensitive about her
short stature and wore heels
whenever possible to add inches
to her height. When she was
bare-footed, she walked on her
toes.

Pauline went to public school
until she completed the eighth
grade. Her older brother Joseph
wasn’t home much, or if he was,
he was studying because he hoped
to become a doctor. Pauline was
the one Jennie turned to for help
with the younger children. Her
sister, Sara, married before the age
of 20, but the other three sisters
remained single until their 30s.

Pauline wanted to please her
father. When he suggested that
she attend Peirce School of Busi-
ness and Shorthand to further her
education and be able to qualify
for a better job, she was willing to
attend. In 1910, Peirce created its
first secretarial course by combin-
ing the existing shorthand studies
with business elements, such as
accounting and commercial law.

Nathan read about Peirce, and
as a progressive man, he knew
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An old photo of Sam Blumenthal and his partner Charlie Hayman, who ran the Chestnut Hill Market at 8512 Germantown
Ave. for many years. (Photo courtesy of the Chestnut Hill Conservancy)

that women could be a positive
entity in the workforce. He want-
ed his daughters as well as his sons
to be well educated. Ahead of its
time, Peirce was providing the
opportunity for women to prepare
for a career, especially when
wartime took many young men
into the military. Pauline took
classes that qualified her as a
bookkeeper.

Between working and helping
her mother, Pauline didn't have
time for a social life. She rode the
23 trolley to work and back home
each day. Not many eligible men
came into the dress shop where
she worked as a bookkeeper.

One customer in particular was
Edna Ewing, who was a few years
older than Pauline and was mar-
ried to Tom. Even though Pauline
was not a sales clerk, she would
often take time to admire the
newest dresses, blouses and skirts
with Edna. Pauline had a flare for

fashion due to her father's years in
the garment industry.

Tom was used to Edna's
attempts at matchmaking, and he
usually paid no mind to getting
involved. This time he thought of
someone — the friendly, hard-
working young man who operated
the market near his store.

On April 3, 1921, the family
and friends of Sam and Pauline
gathered in the parlor of her par-
ents' home on North Franklin
Street for the wedding. The
guests, including Tom and Edna
Ewing, filled the room and spilled
into the entrance foyer. Pauline’s
young niece peeked down
through the ornate spindles of the
second-floor hallway. She had
whooping cough and was unable
to attend, but she caught a
glimpse of the excitement as the
newlyweds left for their honey-
moon. Afterwards, they moved
into a brand-new row home at the

corner of Ardleigh Street and
Highland Avenue, where they
lived, one block from Sam’s gro-
cery store for the rest of their
lives.

Sam and his partner, Charlie
Hayman, expanded and renovat-
ed the Chestnut Hill Market in
1934, serving their local clientele
until they retired in 1955. In the
summertime, groceries were
delivered to their customers at
the Jersey Shore. Sam used to say,
“I know my customers!” After the
market closed, it became the
location for Dorothy R. Bullitt’s
dress shop, which operated there
until about 1990. Sam passed
away in 1974 at age 80 and
Pauline in 1979 at age 89. They
had two children, nine grandchil-
dren and 11 great-grandchildren.

Lois Perch Villemaire is the grand-
daughter of Sam and Pauline.
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 7-10PM
124 WEST CHESTNUT HILL AVENUE
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LIMITED TICKETS REMAIN!
CHCONSERVANCY.ORG
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Germantown Community Basketball Tournament marks 30th year, Dec. 6 - 7

he Germantown Communi-
I ty Basketball Tournament
will be celebrating its 30th
anniversary of connecting students
and neighbors through a shared
love of basketball and athletics.
The community is invited to
come watch the tournament and
cheer on local student-athletes on
Friday, Dec. 6, and Saturday, Dec.
7, at the Germantown Friends
School’s Scattergood Gym on 31
W. Coulter St.
This Germantown tradition has
taken place annually since its

inception in 1989 and features
exciting out-of-league matchups
between squads whose schedules
would never otherwise intersect.
Saturday will conclude with the
annual presentation of the Ger-
mantown Community Service
Award, which recognizes commu-
nity leaders who live the mission
of the tournament, bringing peo-
ple together and supporting Ger-
mantown in meaningful ways.
This year, the school will honor
the founders of the Danny
Rumph Foundation: Sharif Hans-

Member of Prime Healthcare

The Sign of Craftsmanship®

Interior Painting - Kitchen Cabinet Refini

Our goal is to heal the wound as quickly and
efficiently as possible and to eliminate
wound-related symptoms and complications. With
three locations—Roxborough Memorial Hospital,
Suburban Community Hospital and Lower Bucks
Hospital—our team delivers advanced wound care
conveniently located near you.

The time to act is now.

Roxborough Memorial
Hospital

5800 Ridge Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19128
215-487-4377, roxboroughmemorial.com

Suburban

Community Hospital
2701 Dekalb Pike, East Norriton, PA 19401
610-278-2845, suburbanhosp.org

Lower Bucks
Hospital

501 Bath Road, Bristol, PA 19007
215-785-9650, lowerbuckshosp.com

ford, Mike Morak and Justin
Scott. The foundation brings
awareness to sudden cardiac
arrest, providing screenings for
hypertrophic  cardiomyopathy
and donating automated defibril-
lators to community recreational
facilities.

Tickets are $3 for students and
$5 for adults. All funds from the
ticket sales support the GFS
Community  Basketball and
Enrichment Program, a summer
camp that focuses on skill-build-
ing both on the basketball court
and in the classroom. In honor of
the tournament’s 30th anniver-
sary and the CBE’s 50th year,
GFS has set a goal of raising
enough funds to support 10
campers this summer.

Tournament Schedule:

Friday, Dec. 6

e 3:30 p.m. (Girls) — Roxbor-
ough vs. Parkway Northwest

e 5 p.m. (Boys) — Simon Gratz
vs. Parkway Northwest

e 6:30 p.m. (Girls) — GFS vs.
Bodine

e 8:00 p.m. (Boys) — GFS vs.
Bodine

Saturday, Dec. 7

e 12 p.m. (Girls) — Consolation
Game

e 1:30 p.m. (Boys) — Consola-
tion Game

e 3 pm. (Girls) — Champi-
onship Game

® 4:30 p.m. — Germantown
Community Service Award Pre-
sentation

e 5 p.m. (Boys) — Champi-
onship Game

s.hing - Wallcoverings

Exterior Painting - Pressure Cleaning - Carpentry

610-664-5555

www.johnneillpainting.com
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Community Matters: Zoning and
Development Review in Chestnut Hill

by Joyce Lenhardt

This is the second of a series from
the Chestnut Hill Community Asso-
ciation Physical Division

any people wonder how
development is regulated
in Chestnut Hill when

they see a new building under
construction  or  excavation
underway in a fenced-off lot. This
article is a primer on how the
development process works, and
the role of the CHCA and other
community organizations. While
Chestnut Hill feels like a village,
it is, as we all know, part of
Philadelphia. Not only do city
wage and property taxes apply to
us, so does the zoning code.

There are three basic avenues
by which development can pro-
ceed: by-right, by variance/special
exception or by a rezoning. As of-
right development proposals are
entirely consistent with the zon-
ing laws of Philadelphia and do
not require any government or
citizen review. Parcel-level re-
zonings are uncommon in Chest-
nut Hill, so this article will focus
on variances and special excep-
tions, both of which must be
approved by Philadelphia’s Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment (ZBA).

The Philadelphia Zoning Code
identifies what can be built as of
right. See Philadelphia’s property
website — atlas.phila.gov — for
information on every property in
the city.

Zoning categories are based pri-
marily on the existing land use
pattern. If a street has primarily
single houses, it is probably zoned
to allow only single houses. If
most houses are attached to
another, as in twins, the zoning is
likely to allow new construction
for attached housing.

Further details pertain to lot
size, number of feet of
front/side/rear yards from building
to lot line, open space, how prop-
erty will be used, etc. If an appli-
cation for construction abides
with the restrictions listed in the
zoning code, it will be granted a
building permit by the Depart-
ment of Licenses and Inspection
(L&I) as of right, and without
community review.

If an application submitted to
L&I does not comply, the Depart-
ment issues a “Refusal” which
identifies the components of the
application that are outside the
limitations of the zoning code.

If applicants choose to appeal
the refusal, they must present

their application to the commu-
nity and demonstrate why they
want to build or use the property
in the way they do, and why the
limitations of the zoning code
create a “hardship.” They are sup-
posed to demonstrate how the
hardship makes the property
impractical as it is zoned.

The presentation to the com-
munity is made to Registered
Community Organizations
(RCO). The CHCA, Chestnut
Hill Conservancy, and the
Friends of the Wissahickon are
our local RCOs. Per the zoning
code, one RCO meeting is
required, with written notifica-
tion to all neighbors within a
250-foot radius.

This is the key point at which
Chestnut  Hill’s  practice is
unique. The CHCA has a long-
standing land use review process
that generally requires applicants
to present at public meetings to a
series of committees:

e Land Use Planning & Zoning
Committee (LUPZC) is com-
prised of professionals in architec-
ture, urban planning, landscape
architecture, zoning law, real
estate, or other related professions
pertaining to land use.

e Streetscape Committee is
comprised of design professionals
who review signage and facade
projects in commercial locations.

® Development Review Com-
mittee (DRC) is comprised of
representatives of LUPZC plus
the Chestnut Hill Business Dis-
trict, the Chestnut Hill Conser-
vancy, and the CHCA
Streetscape Committee.

If the project impacts the his-
torical nature of a property, the
Chestnut Hill Conservancy con-
ducts further review with its His-
toric District Advisory
Committee (HDAC). Once the
DRC, LUPZC, HDAC, and
Streetscape have reviewed a pro-
ject, it is referred back to a second
DRC meeting, which evaluates
all input. It is to this meeting that
applicants send written notices to
neighbors for the official RCO
meeting. This is the one meeting
that is required by the city. Fortu-
nately, in Chestnut Hill, neigh-
bors and community members
have multiple opportunities to
voice their concerns about a pro-
ject, but it does require them to
pay attention to the agendas of
the various meetings (which are
always published in the Chestnut
Hill Local).

Then the CHCA board, taking

SHOP LOCAL

DINE LOCAL

Chestnut Hill Local

into consideration all input,
including that of the community,
submits a letter of support or
opposition to the ZBA.

ZBA hearings are public and
allow public testimony. Their
decisions can be appealed. An
appeal, the merits of which must
established at the ZBA hearing, is
then referred to the Court of
Common Pleas and, at times, on
to the Commonwealth Court. It
is uncommon but not unheard of
for variance reviews to be taken
this far.

The ZBA is not bound by commu-
nity input. However, the most impor-
tant component of the Chestnut Hill
review process is to work towards
achieving agreement on optimal
results with the options at hand before
presentation to the ZBA. We are
often successful in this.

Agenda

ALL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Wed. Dec. 5th Mon. Dec. 9th

8:30 a.m. 7:00 p.m.
CH Streetscape Committee Membership Meeting
CHCA office — CHCA Office —

8434 Germantown Ave. 8434 Germantown Ave.

Thurs. Dec. 6th

8:00 p.m.
Land Use Planning &
Zoning Committee (LUPZ)
CH Hospital, 8835
Germantown Ave.

Sat. Dec 14th

9:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m.
Chestnut Hill Holiday
Parade
www.chestnuthill.org for
more information

Sat. Dec. 7th

10 a.m. — 4p.m.
Chestnut Hill Holiday
House Tour
www.chestnuthill.org for
more information

Want more news?
chestnuthilllocal.com

Visit Chestnut Hill and
then vote for your favorites in the

STOREFRONT

» e‘

i DECORATING CONTEST

Sponsored by

Bowman Properties
HOLIDAYS on the HILL

Storefront Decorating Contest

Most Festive:

Most Elegant:

Most Whimsical:

Best at Night:

Overall Favorite:

First and last name;
e-mail address:

zip code:

Drop this entry form at the Chestnut Hill Local at 8434 Germantown Avenue or vote online at

chestnuthilllocal.secondstreetapp.com/2019-Chestnut-Hill-Storefront-Decorating-Contest

A joint effort between the Chestnut Hill Local and the Chestnut Hill Business Association

IChestnut Hill Local ¢
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Chestnut Hill Hospital receives

quality achievement award
S SSE

(From left): John Scanlon, Chief Medical Officer, Lee Jablow, MD, Chair/Medical Director of Emergency Medicine, Melissa
Leach, MSN, Stroke & Chest Pain Program Coordinator, Scott Friend,VP & Chief Quality Officer, Privacy & Compliance Offi-
cer, and Timothy Marks, MSN,VP and Chief Nursing Officer.

hestnut Hill Hospital
received the American
Heart Association/Ameri-

can Stroke Association’s Get

Guidelines-Stroke initiative,”
says Melissa Leach, MSN, RN,
stroke and chest pain coordinator,

Chestnut Hill Hospital. “The
tools and resources provided help

stroke patients receive the most
appropriate treatment according
to nationally recognized,
research-based guidelines based
on the latest scientific evidence.

In the throes of last year’s competition during the 2018 tournament are members
of one of the SCH teams: Gretel Hoffman (left) and Georgia O’Connor (right).

World robotics champs SCH
to host local tournament for
lower and middle school
robot enthusiasts

pringside Chestnut  Hill
Academy (SCH), home of
the 2019 FIRST World

solutions to help shape an opti-
mal future, using environmental
and modern-day tools and tech-

with the Guidelines® Target:
Stroke Honor Roll Elite Plus
Gold Plus Quality Achievement
Award.

The award recognizes the hospi-
tal’s commitment to ensuring

“Chestnut Hill Hospital is ded-
icated to improving the quality of
care for our stroke patients by
implementing the American
Heart Association’s Get with the

us track and measure our success
in meeting evidenced-based clini-
cal guidelines developed to
improve patient outcomes.”

20% OFF

Area Rug Cleaning

We'll take 20% off every rug cleaned, now through 12/15/18.
Minimum 2 rugs, any size.*

215-458-2612

ZAKAN

zakianrugs.com

*Minimum charge is $75. Present ad at time of pickup. Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Expires 12/15/19 CHL
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The Terrace

at CHESTNUT HILL

Our lives are constantly changing. When you
embrace change, amazing things can happen.
The Terrace at Chestnut Hill offers both
Personal Care and Memory Care to support
your individual needs.

Live Your
Best Life

We're here to support
your
changing needs
Move in by December 31, 2019 and get your first
month of 2020 FREE. Call us today to schedule your

personalized visit 215.247.5307.

LRBE

JUNIPER 4

The Terrace at Chestnut Hill | [ shaine Memory care

495 East Abington Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19118
215.247.5307
http://bit.ly/TheTerraceatChestnutHill © © ® ® ©

Champion robotics team, host a
robotics tournament for lower
and middle school students this
Saturday, Dec. 7. More than 400
robot enthusiasts (from 40 teams)
will converge on the school for
the FIRST Lego League Jr. Expo
(FLL Jr) and FIRST Lego League
Qualifier (FLL).

FIRST, whose acronym stands
for “For Inspiration & Recogni-
tion of Science and Technology,”
has posed a challenge called “City
Shaper,” which asks students to
observe how cities and buildings
grow, thrive and change. FLL
teams create new, innovative

nology. Teams will need to write
sophisticated programs to meet
the 20-30 robot skill tasks baked
into the challenge. FIRST hopes
that competitors can use what
they learn to help plan strong,
sustainable cities of the future.

Families are encouraged to
abandon holiday shopping for a
few hours and head to campus to
catch some of the heated, hand-
wringing competition. Peak
action will take place after lunch,
from approximately 1 to 4 p.m.
The event will be held in the
Vare Field House, 8000 Chero-
kee Street.

Dental Arts of Chestnut Hill

Philadelphia, PA 19118

We Welcome New Patients

8625 Germantown Avenue

Nidhi Shah, DMD
Family « Cosmetic * Implant Dentistry

www.DentalArtsofChestnutHill.com

Tel. 215-242-6630
Fax. 215-242-6633

OLD WORLD CRAFTSMAN

with “EXPERIENCE”
In CHESTNUT HILL

3rd Generation Upholsterer: Bruce Levin
Commercial & Residential Upholstery and Drapery

The Perfect Stitch Upholstery
8012 Germantown Ave.
Chestnut Hill, PA 19118
215-280-7747

IMMEDIATE PICK UP — From your location
IMMEDIATE PRODUCTION
SPEEDY DELIVERY — Back to your location

WE ARE READY NOW — “THE PERFECT STITCH”
215-280-7747: For Free Estimate
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Ugly Sweater HolidayFest

6 p.m.

Malelani Cafe

6734 Germantown Ave.

Holiday Season is upon us. Who
doesn't love an ugly sweater party.
You are in store for a treat, bring-
ing people together singing and
sipping. For more information, go
to https://malelani.cafe/.

Grief Support Group

6:30 p.m.

Keystone House

8765 Stenton Ave.

Grief Support Group for adults meets
monthly at Keystone House in Wyn-
dmoor. You are welcome to partici-
pate no matter when you
experienced a loss. It is open to all
whether or not your loved one was a
KeystoneCare patient. Please feel
free to attend for understanding and
comfort. Keystone Hospice 215-528-
4300 cpugh@keystonecare.com.

fri 6

Chestnut Hill First Fridays
5p.m.

Chestnut Hill

8000 to 8600 blocks of
Germantown Ave.

Philadelphia’s Garden District
springs to life this season with
First Friday Events in Chestnut
Hill. Celebrate the weekend with
extended store hours, shopping
& dining specials, fun activities,
entertainment, and more. For
more information, email
intern@enroutemarketing.com.

Storytime at the Arboretum
10:30 a.m.

Morris Arboretum

100 E. Northwestern Ave.

Join us for fun and engaging read-
ing sessions with local librarians.
Each session is tailored to the
changing seasons and comple-
ments the natural setting of the
Arboretum. Storytime is held out-
doors in nice weather, at the Out-
door Children's Classroom, next to
the Widener Visitor Center. In the
case of inclement weather, story-
time is held in the side tent or
classroom at the visitor center.
www.morrisarboretum.org/.

Fallinto (

Fine Footwear for
Men and Women

Wine & Cheese Night

5:30 p.m.

Primex Garden Center

435 W. Glenside Ave.

Come join us for a fun filled
leisurely evening of snacks and
discount shopping for the holiday
season. Fun for the whole family -
wine & cheese for those 21+ and
apple cider and cookies for the
kids. Register in the store or by
calling 215-887-7500 or emailing
jclark@primexgardencenter.com.

sat 7

Ambler Holiday Parade

1p.m.

Main Street

Ambler’s Main Street’s Annual Hol-
iday Parade is always a wonderful
community event that you don’t
want to miss. Arrive early to get to
your prime spot on Butler Ave. and
enjoy the bands, floats, Mummers,
and more. And, don’t forget who
else can be there: Santa!

Breakfast with Santa
9am.-Tlam.

Presbyterian Church of

Chestnut Hill

8855 Germantown Ave.

Join Santa Claus at The Presbyter-
ian Church of Chestnut Hill. Enjoy
eating a pancake breakfast, writ-

.HOW DO YOU *
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ing a letter to the North Pole, making
a seasonal craft, and taking pictures
with the man in red. Please bring
your own camera (or phone) for
photos, and please feel free to arrive
in your most festive attire. Pajamas
are ok, too. All proceeds will benefit
our missions partners who seek to
end hunger and homelessness in our
community and beyond. Tickets are
slightly less than $10 per person in
advance through Ticket Leap and
$12 per person at the door. Purchase
tickets online by going to the link
below pcch.ticketleap.com/break-
fast-with-santa-2019 or call Presby-
terian Church of Chestnut Hill
215-247-8855.

Gingerbread House Workshop
Tp.m.

United Lutheran Seminary,
Brossman Center

7301 Germantown Avenue,

Get into the Holiday spirit by dec-
orating a house. Registration
includes:1 house (pre-assembled),
over 30 treats to decorate your
house, refreshments and more!
East Mount Airy Neighbors
info@eastmountairy.org.

Holiday Bazaar

10 a.m.

Northwestern Stables

120 W. Northwestern Ave.

Visit our festively decorated barn

LOOK FOR A
COMMUNITY
THAT’S ALWAYS

BY YOUR
SIDE

If you're searching for a new residence for
yourself or someone you love, we invite you to
explore Spring Mill. As one of the area’s only
nonprofit communities, we're motivated by a
concern for residents, not revenue. You'll have
peace of mind, knowing that should you outlive
your resources through no fault of your own,
you'll always have a place to live here. Come
for a visit, and see for yourself why life at
Spring Mill is exceptionally engaging.

To learn more or arrange your personal tour,

call 215-814-0366 or visit ExploreSpringMill.org.

INDEPENDENT LIVING » PERSONAL CARE
MEMORY SUPPORT

SPRING MILL

and enjoy family-friendly fun. We
will have riding lessons on our
"reindeer horses", and encourage
you shop our hand-made crafts,
seasonal food and bid on our fab-
ulous raffle prizes. You can also
have your picture taken with Santa
and his horse. It is free to attend;
this is our biggest fundraiser of
the year. Proceeds help sustain our
community riding programs and
help to maintain the historic prop-
erty. Northwestern Stables Inc.
execdir.nws@gmail.com.

Make Your Own Holiday
Wreath

6 p.m.

Weavers Way Mercantile

542 Carpenter Ln.

Create a festive winter wreath for
your home this season. We will be
combining fresh-cut live evergreens
and seasonal foliage, plus ribbon
and natural embellishments, to craft
a lush 12" wreath. Marisa Keris will
demonstrate how to get started
and offer any assistance. All materi-
als will be provided but bring your
own pruners and gardening gloves.
Light refreshments will also be
served. >>Cost: $45 per person
including materials. Pre-registration
is required. Call 215-843-2350 or
email outreach@weaversway.coop.

sun 8

Christmastime In

Keswick Village

4 -7 p.m.

Keswick Avenue between

Easton Road

and Abington Avenue

Keswick Village kicks off the holi-
day season with its annual tree
lighting, carolers, trolley rides
throughout The Village to look at
home and shop decorations, end-
ing with Santa’s arrival.

Festival of Carols

4 p.m.

Upper Dublin High School
Performing Arts Center

800 Loch Alsh Ave.

Fort Washington, Pa.

An afternoon of beautiful carol
arrangements for choir and
orchestra with inspirational poetry
and audience carol sing-a-longs
throughout. Cost $20 for general
admission. $15 for group sales. $5
for students. Children under 12 are
free. For more information, go to
mccomusic.org.

Want more news?

chestnuthilllocal.com
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tyle By Blaw®

A Presbys Inspired Life Community

Exceptional. Without Exception.
8433 Germantown Ave.

Chestnut Hill
215-753-2465

stylebyblain@gmail.com
www.stylebyblain.com
@ stylebyblain

Tkt e;: L I.if-
2002 Joshua Road, Lafayette Hill,
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PA 19444 | ExploreSpringMill.org | 215-814-0366
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Friends of Abolition Hall lose appeal

(Continued from page 1)

where the plan failed to meet the
code. Hovnanian revised its plans
and resubmitted them in early
September with more waiver
requests, only to receive a similar
response. Meetings of the
Whitemarsh Planning Commis-
sion are still being held in an
attempt to further work out these

issues.

The planning commission has
raised questions about roadway
width, parking, the design of
structures, and configuration of
garage-fronted buildings. Most
significant among the issues
raised, however, has been the
presence of sinkholes on the
property and stormwater manage-
ment. Members of the commis-

sion have expressed concerns that
the amount of construction Hov-
nanian wants to do on the proper-
ty could cause the sinkholes and
stormwater to become unstable.
“These are absolutely critical
issues,” Zove said. “Very substan-
tial concerns about development
of this nature are coming out
through the land-use process ...
Among other aspects, the plan-
ning commission is clearly con-
cerned about the presence of

land for this project. The public
shares those concerns — they've
been asking who would buy a
property here for half a million
dollars in light of these sinkhole
issues.”

The next meeting of the
Whitemarsh Planning Commission
is set for Tuesday, Dec. 10, at 7
p.m. at 616 Germantown Pike,
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444. Brendan
Sample can be reached at bren-

dan@chestnuthilllocal.com or 215-

death notice

Natalie Faith Pierce Kent Kempner

Natalie Faith Pierce Kent Kempner, Woolwich, Maine, was born on Jan. 18, 1924
to Gertrude Lindahl and George Kyle Pierce in Binghamton, New York. She grew up
a happy child “oblivious to the Depression that required me to sleep in the living
room so my mother could take in roomers”. During her years at Smith College,
which coincided with World War Il, her view of the world widened and she became
a committed Pacifist and as she discovered the Society of Friends, she joined the
Northampton Friends Meeting. She married Orlow Albert Kent, known as Oakie, in
1947 and settled in Ithaca, New York. In 1948 they set out for two years of Volun-
tary Service with the American Friends Service Committee in Munich, Germany
working with the International Refugee Organizations’ Children’s Village. Their first
child, Michael, was born in Munich in 1950. Returning home they worked as co-
directors of the Ithaca Children’s Home. Their son, Peter, was born in 1951. From
1951-1953 they lived at a low-income housing project in Cleveland while Oakie was
in graduate school. Their daughter Nancy was born in 1953. The next four years
saw them in Rhinelander, Wisconsin where Joe McCarthy was Senator. “It was a
time when even my small job as International Projects Director for the local Girl
Scout Council was considered suspect. My reaction was to take a strong political
stand!” Their youngest child, Nicholas Orlow, was born in 1956. During 1963 and
1964 the family lived in newly independent Tanganyika, East Africa where Oakie
directed the AFSC’s Voluntary International Service Assignments (VISA) that pro-
vided grassroots work experience for young adults and alternative service for Gon-
scientious Objectors (CO’s) to the draft.“ In April, 1964 Oakie died in an automobile
accident. Natalie and the four children returned to Ithaca where Natalie worked as
Program coordinator for the parents of Head Start children and then became a full
time student at Cornell where she earned a Master of Art in teaching history and
social studies, designing a program of African studies for Ithaca High School.
Natalie married Fritz Kempner in 1971 and moved to Philadelphia where she
focused on Environmental Education, founding and directing the Norris Square
Neighborhood Project, a non-profit bi-lingual learning center. By 1981 she was a
very active participant in Philadelphia’s Sanctuary Movement, giving shelter to Cen-
tral American refugees at the Chestnut Hill Friends Meeting House. The Sanctuary
work and the Norris Square project were very significant passions for her and many
of the people she met during those years have kept in close touch with her. In 1990,
Natalie and Fritz retired and moved to Woolwich, Maine. As Quaker and Pacifist,
she served on the National Board as well as on many committees of the American
Friends Service Committee. She also served as Clerk of Friends Meetings in Ithaca,
Philadelphia, and Brunswick, Maine. “Since retirement my delights have been the
natural world, the poets, and my eight grandchildren who range in age from 12 —
42. The world by the Kennebec River is breathtakingly beautiful. It is hard, from
here, to grasp the news of the day.“ A Quaker meeting in Natalie’s honor will be held
at the Day’s Ferry Congregational Church, Woolwich Maine on December 28, 2019
at 11AM. To share your thoughts and condolences with the family, please visit
www.desmondfuneralhomes.com
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JACOB F. RUTH

FUNERAL DIRECTORS, INC.

7
o\

Joseph C. Thomas, Supervisor

Family owned and operated.
Serving Chestnut Hill and surrounding communities since 1851.
Traditional Funerals, Cremation, Green Burials, Pre-Arrangements

8413 Germantown Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19118
215-247-9090 www.jacobfruth.com

LOWNES FAMILY
Funeral Home

S Generations since 1888

Take the time to express your funeral service
wishes to your family while you are alive, not
for them to guess when you are not.

Celebration of Life and

659 Germantown Pike, Lafayette Hill, Pa 19444

Cremation Specialists

610-828-4430 « www.lownes.com

sinkholes and the suitability of 248-8819.

death notices

Audrey Coleman Nichols

Audrey Coleman Nichols Age 84, passed away peacefully
on November 17 in the care of family and loved ones at her
home in Ambler, Pennsylvania. Born Audrey Frances Cole-
man on December 9, 1934 to William and Gertrude Cole-
man, she spent her childhood in Tarrytown, New York,
Daytona Beach, Florida, and Hyannis Port, Massachusetts.
She attended Barnstable High School and Endicott College.
On December 1st, 1963, she married George Quincy
Nichols in Boston Massachusetts. The couple settled in
Dover, Massachusetts, moving to Lafayette Hill, Pennsyl- oM
vania in 1977. Possessed of an eye for beauty, Audrey was well known for her
sumptuous gardens, her award-winning flower arrangements, and her careers in
antiques and interior design. She had a wry sense of humor, a love for the cacoph-
ony of flea markets, and a great appreciation for travel, art, and good conversation.
She and George raised three children. A few years after the death of her hushand
in 2008, her health began to falter, and she lived a quiet life surrounded by beauty
at her home in Ambler. Audrey is survived by her brother Robert, her three sons
George, Jon, and Tucker, and her five grandchildren Quincy, Grantland, Elliott,
Ruby, and Ada. Services will be held on Saturday, December 7th, at 11:00 AM, at
St. Thomas' Church, Whitemarsh in Fort Washington, Pennsylvania. In lieu of
flowers, the family has asked that donations be made to the Pennsylvania Horti-
cultural Society at https://phsonline.org/donate

Louis W. Dante

Louis W. Dante, age 94, on November 29, 2019 of Chestnut Hill. Beloved hushand
of the late Jane F. (nee Gavaghan). Devoted father of Patricia A. Schneider (Robert)
and Mary Louise Hughes (Donald); loving grandfather of Christina Schneider
Hemm (Ryan), Kevin Hughes (Rose), Steven Schneider, and Jane Hughes. Lou was
born on October 20th, 1925, the 4th of 6 children born to Antonio and Mary Dante.
He attended Springfield Twp. High School, class of 43, and served in the US Army
after graduation. He was a dedicated member of Our Mother of Consolation parish
from the 1940’s up to the time of his death. He had a strong faith which guided
him throughout his life. His strong work ethic was instilled by his parents, who
immigrated to the US from Italy. Starting at age 10, he worked as a shoe shine boy
at the Philadelphia Cricket Club. He continued to work there as he grew older, rising
from caddy to bartender to maitre‘d, assistant manager and eventually, club man-
ager. Over the years, he was instrumental in hiring many young Chestnut Hill resi-
dents for the club, as dishwashers, busboys, waiters, waitresses and bartenders.
He was a member of the Club Managers’ Association, serving on the board in var-
ious capacities over the years. Leaving the Philadelphia Cricket Club after 50 years,
he worked at Philadelphia Country Club as well as Germantown Cricket Club until
being hired by North Hills Country Club. He spent his retirement years there as a
bartender for over 20 years. A diagnosis of dementia caused Lou to retire from a
job he loved. He loved spending time with his family, playing golf, taking day trips
to the casinos and smoking a good cigar. Lou and Jane were known to be the first
ones on the dance floor at parties. He loved his daily walks along the Avenue, say-
ing hello to various friends. His neighbors could always count on him to be the first
one to shovel snow and rake leaves. Qver the years, people would comment how
happy he was and how he always brought a smile with him wherever he went. The
many caregivers that met Lou over the last few years all commented that he was
one of their favorite patients. His bright smile and jolly laugh would make their work
so much easier. He will be missed by many, especially his family. Relatives and
friends may call at Jacob F. Ruth’s, 8413 Germantown Ave., Chestnut Hill, Thurs-
day, Dec. 5th 6:30-8:30PM. A visitation will also be held Friday, Dec. 6th, 9AM at
Our Mother of Consolation Church, 9 E. Chestnut Hill Ave., Phila., PA 19118. Funer-
al Mass 10AM. Interment Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be sent to the Alzheimer’s Assoc., 399 Market St., #102, Phila., PA 19106 or
Crossroads Hospice, 523 Plymouth Rd., Suite 225, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462.

Craft Funeral Home
of Erdenheim
Since 1891

DAVID V. PEAKE, JR., SUPERVISOR e JANICE H. MANNAL, ED.
www.craftfuneralhome.com Pre-Arranging and Pre-Financing Plans

215-233-2231

814 Bethlehem Pike, Erdenheim (Just Above Chestnut Hill)

ADOPT-A-PET: Trina is not even a

year old but was found with her two kit-
tens “dumpster diving” for scraps of food.
Trina is a very mellow and quiet cat who
enjoys attention and lots of petting. She is
fully vetted and would love a home for
the holidays. She is residing at Brendas-
CatRescue adoption center, PetSmart,
Plymouth Meeting. Call 215-872-1636.

Conservancy
membership
vote

urrent members of the
‘ Chestnut Hill Conservancy
will be asked to vote on the
following proposed 2020 leader-
ship changes at the Chestnut Hill
Conservancy's Annual Meeting on

Sunday, Jan. 5, at Norwood Font-
bonne Academy. Time thd.

2020 New Director Nominees
Pascal Maeter
Paul Meyer

2020 Re-election of
Current Directors
Patricia Cove

Diane Drinker
Eileen Javers

Emilie Lapham
Dennis Meyer
Randy Williams

2020 Historic District
Advisory Committee
Patricia Cove

Shirley Hanson
Eileen Javers

Matt Millan

William E O'Keefe, Jr.
Miles Orvell

Deborah Popky

Peter Saylor

Randy Williams
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Community

Almost all of GA team back from 30-1 season

m:nmam ]

GERMANTOWN
\ACADEMY/

Germantown Academy's senior captains are (from left) Jaye Haynes, Elle Stauffer and Maddie Vizza. (Photo by Tom Utescher)

by Tom Utescher

his winter, the girls of Ger-
| mantown Academy will
have a tough act to follow
on the basketball court — them-
selves. Last season, the Patriots
captured both the Inter-Ac
League title and the Pennsylvania
Independent Schools champi-
onship, and the only loss during
their 30-1 season came against a
Florida squad ranked in the top
five in the nation. It was the sec-
ond year in a row GA had made a
12-0 run through the Inter-Ac.
Talented shooting guard Rachel
Balzer has moved on to play for
George Mason University, but
that was the only graduation loss
for GA. The members of this
year's senior class have been mak-
ing their mark on the Patriots'
program since their freshman sea-
son. The tri-captains are Jaye
Haynes, who is heading to La

Salle University, Elle Stauffer,
who will play for Harvard, and
Maddie Vizza (a fourth-year
starter at point guard), who has
chosen Northeastern University.
Another senior, Norwood-Font-
bonne Academy graduate Maddie
Burns, has signed with the Uni-
versity of Michigan to play
lacrosse, and a fifth senior, Sarah
DiLello, has decided to play soft-
ball for Ursinus College.

Another senior, forward Cait-
lyn Priore, is returning to action
after knee surgery sidelined her
last winter, and classmate Molly
QOeth, also a front court player,
has come back to the gym after
not playing since her freshman
year.

Becca Booth, a 6'2" returning
starter, represents the current
junior class, along with versatile
forward Jessica Moore and guard
Charlotte DiLello (who, like her
sister Sarah, is a product of
Lafayette Hill's St. Philip Neri

School). Additional depth is
added to the guard position by
sophomores Lilly Funk and Bri
O'Hara, while 10th grader Alex
Goodridge can play guard or small
forward. A new GA student, 6'3"
freshman Kendall Bennett, will
see varsity action as a post player.

Joining mentor Sherri Retif for
her 23rd season at the helm of the
Patriots is a seasoned coaching
staff that includes Andre
Strothers, Misha Horsey and Dia
Veneziano.

The talented and deep Ger-
mantown team will head out of
town for tournaments before and
after Christmas, in addition to
hosting GA's annual Make-A-
Wish event the weekend before
the holiday. The Pats will take on
Philadelphia Catholic League
power Neumann-Goretti High
School in the annual Play-by-
Play Showcase at Jefferson Uni-
versity in late January.
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Four seniors, (from left) Hayley Hunt, Carmen Williams, India Barnes and Kait
Carter, are the Penn Charter captains this season. (Photo by Tom Utescher)

PC basketball looks to continue
climb in Inter-Ac League

by Tom Utescher

n the morning of Black
Friday, crowds were rat-
tling the doors at Penn

Charter's Dooney Field House,
waiting for them to be unlocked
so they could rush in to see the
Quakers' girls' basketball team
make its first home appearance in
a preseason scrimmage.

Penn Charter will be led by
four senior captains this season:
India Barnes, Kait Carter, Hayley
Hunt and Carmen Williams.
Hunt, a lacrosse goalie, already
committed to play that sport at
Stony Brook University during
her freshman year.

The Quakers only graduated
two players from the 2018-19 ros-
ter, one of them being starting
guard Emma Maley. Carter, Hunt
and Williams are returning
starters, along with Kelsey Bess,
still only a ninth grader this year.

The juniors who are full-time
varsity players are Laila Hamiter,
Kaitlyn Hnatkowsky and Janae
Stewart, while fellow 11th graders
Ava Coyle, Kaitlynn Haughey,
Jamie Kubach and Molly McMa-
hon will swing between the varsi-
ty and JV teams.

Sophomores Amani Rivers and
Maddie Shoup are also swing
players. In addition to Bess, there
are two freshmen who have
arrived at PC from Northeast
Philadelphia grade schools,
guardfforward Aleah Snead and
forward Bella Toomey.

Head coach Joe Maguire and
assistant Amber Gooden are both
back for their fifth season at PC.
A new addition to the staff is
Shannon Glenn, who played at
Chestnut Hill College for two
seasons and was named the Cen-
tral Atlantic Collegiate Confer-
ence Rookie of the Year in
2016-17.

Two years ago, the Quakers fin-
ished fifth in the Inter-Ac
League, but last winter, they end-
ed up in a tie for second place
with the Academy of Notre
Dame, earning an overall record
of 23-7. Defending champ Ger-
mantown Academy remains very
strong, but Notre Dame graduat-
ed a starting forward and a pair of
guards who are now playing in
NCAA Division .

In addition to scheduling
strong non-league opponents
from the Philadelphia area, PC
will participate in several out-of-
state tournaments.

‘Kountdown to Kraziness’ at Sprmgmde Chestnut Hill

by Greg Starks

Chestnut Hill’s upcoming bas-

ketball season, the school host-
ed its first “Kountdown to
Kraziness” event to build up excite-
ment for the teams.

Fans gathered in the school gym
on Friday, Nov. 22, eagerly await-
ing the night’s upcoming events.
There was a DJ playing music
while the players were being intro-
duced and throughout the whole
event. Both the girls’ and boys’ var-
sity and JV teams played scrim-
mages against each other. There
was a fan skill challenge, a man-
agers vs. parents shootout and the
most anticipated event — the slam
dunk contest.

An avid sports fan, SCH Head of
School Stephan Druggan was in
attendance, as he enjoys going to
sporting events at SCH. He always
strives to make the school the clos-
est community that it can be and
believes that events like this high-
light that.

“This brings people together,”
Druggan said. “They get to have
some laughs and see the future tal-
ent of their winter program.”

Even though you are supposed to
be in high school to play on the
teams, eighth-grader Ronald DiPi-
etro was good enough to be called
up to play on the varsity team this
year. This was DiPietro’s first time

In anticipation of Springside

getting actual in-game experience
at the varsity level.

“It was amazing,” DiPietro said.
“Just giving the ball to my team-
mates and figuring out a way to win
at this fun event is amazing! I'm
glad to be on the high school jour-
ney this year.”

From someone who just made
his varsity debut to a player who is
a seasoned veteran, senior David
Robinson Jr. has been at SCH for
two years and has been elevated to
team captain status for this year.
Robinson helped lead his team to a
close victory during the scrimmage.
Even though his team won, he
focused on the bigger picture of
what the event was all about.

“I got to bond with my team-
mates and just have fun,” Robin-
son said. “Sometimes you forget
how to have fun when you’re play-
ing a game, but tonight just
reminded me to have fun and just
play like it’s my last game.”

Coach Julian McFadden is in his
fourth year as the head coach of
SCH’s boys’ basketball team. He is
the one who came up with the idea
of “Kountdown to Kraziness” and
knows just how important this
event was to building team chem-
istry.

“It was something we’ve never
done on the high school level,”
McFadden said. “I've never seen it
done on the high school level. If
anything, it gives them [the play-

Scott Bandura was the dunk contest winner.

ers] time to first be teenagers and
be able to cheer each other on, and
be able to have that camaraderie
that they probably wouldn’t get
until they got to college. I think it’s
really good for them to see each
other in a different light.”

The final but most anticipated
event of the night was the dunk
contest. The two competitors were
seniors Robinson and Scott Ban-
dura. Robinson struggled to find
his rhythm early, but Bandura
came out swinging. He came out

and did a couple of steady but
flashy dunks, while the crowd
stood in anticipation waiting to see
what he was going to do next.
Robinson finally found his rhythm
as he showcased some monstrous
slams, but his early-round struggles
cost him the competition. Ban-
dura’s best dunk was a self alley-
oop off the wall. After that, the
competition was basically over and
he walked away as the dunk con-
test champion.

“It feels great,” Bandura said.
“It’s the first one 've ever been in,
so it just feels good.”

Even though Robinson lost in
the dunk contest, he still had noth-
ing but praise for his teammate.

“I'm glad Scott won,” Robinson
said. “He deserved it, and after that
second one off the wall, I just
couldn’t compete with that.”

Once the night’s festivities came
to an end, it would be back to busi-
ness for the SCH basketball teams.
McFadden believes that a winning
culture has been brought back to
the basketball program. With each
year, he believes that the “Kount-
down to Kraziness” events will just
get bigger.

“Now that it’s a thing that’s
happened, I'm just hoping people
will go home and say they had a
good time,” he said. “It’s some-
thing that other students, parents
and families will want to see and
just be a part of.”
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Rittenhouse Square Society Hill Chestnut Hill
429 S. 20th Street : MLS #PAPH810746 426 Lombard Street : MLS #PAPH829274 8439 Germantown Avenue : MLS #1002030114
$1,225,000 : 4 BED : 4 FULL BATHS $1,200,000 : 3 BED : 2 FULL BATHS + 1 HALF BATH $1,195,000 : COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITY
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Wyndmoor Bella Vista West Mount Airy
411 E. Willow Grove Avenue : MLS #PAPH841556 707 S. Warnock Street : MLS #PAPH826198 6437 Emlen Street : MLS #PAPH850746
$749,000 : 8 BED : 3 FULL BATHS + 2 HALF BATHS $740,000 : 3 BED : 3 FULL BATHS + 1 HALF BATH $649,000 : 7 BED : 3 FULL BATHS + 1 HALF BATH
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Passyunk Square West Mount Airy Washington Square West
1333 S. 6th Street : MLS # PAPH836122 6521 Lincoln Drive : MLS #PAPH792602 320 S. Iseminger Street : MLS #PAPH846234
$589,900 : 5 BED : 3 FULL BATHS + 1 HALF BATH $449,000 : 6 BED : 2 FULL BATHS + 1 HALF BATH $408,000 : 2 BED : 2 FULL BATHS
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Rxborogh | | soLD Manaunk Queen Village

7890 Nixon Street : MLS #PAPH843544 4804 Umbria Street : MLS #PAPH853074 205 Christian Street : MLS #PAPH842708
$400,000 : 2 BED : 2 FULL BATHS + 1 HALF BATH $349,900 : 4 BED : 2 FULL BATHS + 1 HALF BATH $229,000 : 3 BED : 1 FULL BATH

(),
Elfant (/3?
Wissahickon

— REALTORS®"=—

The Philadelphia Region’s leading independent brokerage.

" EWRhomes.com Chestnut Hill, 215.247.3600 Rittenhouse Square, 215.893.9920
. 8039 GERMANTOWN AVENUE 2000 PINE STREET

f Elfant Wissahickon Realtors ) W @ewrhomes PHILADELPHIA, PA 19118 PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103
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Hill director's Sth feature film screening at Woodmere

by Len Lear

e tend to think that
movie makers ply their
craft either in New

York or Hollywood, but Chestnut
Hill native Andrew Repasky
McElhinney, a movie director
whose fifth feature film, “Christ-
mas Dreams,” screens Tuesday,
Dec. 10, 7:30 p.m., at the Wood-
mere Art Museum, is an excep-
tion to the rule. (“Christmas
Dreams” is a holiday kids dance
fantasia that mashes up the stories
of “The Little Drummer Boy” and
“The Nutcracker.”)

McElhinney, 41, the film pro-
grammer who administers the
non-profit screening series The
Chestnut Hill Film Group at
Woodmere, is also a multi-media
video installation performance
artist and director specializing in
burlesque and cabaret in addition
to cinema and theater.

His previous feature films
include “Magdalen” (1998), “A
Chronicle of Corpses” (2000),
which was named one of the top
10 films of that year by New York
Times film critic Dave Kehr, who
called Andrew's film “the debut
of a genuinely original sensibili-
ty;” “Georges Bataille's Story of
the Eye” (2003) and “Animal
Husbandry” (2008). McElhinney
also has a film in post-production,
“Casual Encounters: Philadelphia
True Crime Confessions,” that
connects several famous Philadel-
phia true crime stories from the
last 25 years.

McElhinny told us last week,
“In 'Christmas Dreams,' sharp-
eyed viewers will spot cameos by
Ralph and Natalie Hirshorn as
well as Chestnut Hill Film Group
member Judith Buten and former

The LITTLE DRUMMER BOY

meets

The NUTCRACKER

An advertising poster for “Christmas
Dreams,” by Chestnut Hill filmmaker
Andrew McElhinney, which will be
shown at Woodmere Art Museum on
Dec. 10.

Chestnut Hill Library security
guard John Terry Jones in the
film's Christmas Fair sequence.
The movie features over 180 per-
formers in the cast and to date is
the largest independent movie
ever made in Philadelphia.

“I found the young performers
in 'Christmas Dreams' very easy
to work with. I think it is because
I started making movies when I
was 15, and often [ was directing
actors who were mostly older
than myself, but I was also some-
times working with actors my age
or a little younger. So I guess from
the start ['ve known how to com-
municate with all ages. I think
the trick is to listen and to be

McElhinney, doing post-production editing on “Christmas Dreams.”

direct and make eye contact,
smile and laugh.”

How did McElhinny happen to
direct this film? The producers —
Michael Rapp, Kim Lenny and
Nancy and Gene Fohel — were
looking for a director, and Lou
Bluver, who produced two of
Andrew's previous films, put the
parties in touch with each other.
“Rapp had a seven-page concept
summary that we whipped into a
shooting script along with the

choreographer Jenn Rose ...
There is an epic Busby Berkeley
snowball fight that opens 'Christ-
mas Dreams' that was associate
producer Nicole Elizabeth Cook's
idea. I loved shooting that
sequence; we had a giant crane!
“Movie musicals, when they are
done right — Disney's 'Alice in
Wonderland' and 'Cinderella,’
'Singin' in the Rain,' 'Monterey
Pop,’ 'Tommy, 'Cabaret,' 'All
That Jazz,' 'Pennies From Heav-

en,’ etc. — are gloriously and
totally cinematic. So 'Christmas
Dreams' was a chance to do some-
thing I had not done before,
which is always of interest. As a
film director, I am interested in
working in all genres ...
“Furthermore, ['ve always made
movies set around holidays —
Halloween, Christmas, Mother's

(Continued on page 19)

Animals love pizza, thanks to honored Hill illustrator

PANDAS LOVE

The cover of Liz Lynch’s wonderful new book for children,

“Pandas Love Pizza”

LZONCH

Chestnut Hill illustrator Liz Lynch has produced another
adorable children’s picture book that would make a perfect

Christmas gift for young children.

by Len Lear

en Chestnut Hill illus-
trator Liz Lynch, 37, won
the first place prize for

drawing at the recent Fall for the
Arts festival on Germantown
Avenue, it could not have surprised
anyone who is familiar with Liz’
whimsical, brilliant artwork, most
recently featured in her latest book,
“Pandas Love Pizza,” which official-
ly came out on Nov. 15 of this year.

Lynch, a Hill resident for eight
years, already has a legion of fans
from her previous illustrated chil-
dren’s book, “Pandas Love Pickles,”
which came out in December of
2017 and has so far sold more than
20,000 copies. (“Pandas Love Pizza”
is sold in several stores throughout
our community, including Villav-
illekula, Robertson's, all Nesting
House locations and Just Jane. In
addition to local stores, Liz sells her
books from PandasLovePizza.com
and Amazon. The book has also
been sold at Anthropologie and is
included in the children's book

club membership, Literati.)

It is almost impossible not to
smile when viewing Liz' delightful,
charming, life-like drawings of a
giant panda, meercat, sloth, etc.,
chowing down on a slice of pizza. |
would not be surprised if a national
pizza chain approached Liz with an
offer for her artwork that she could
not refuse.

Where did the offbeat idea for
“Pandas Love Pizza” come from?
“Typically, trying new foods for lit-
tle kids can feel pretty scary,” Lynch
explained last week. “I wanted to
show that trying new foods is very
accessible and fun for young chil-
dren, particularly picky eaters. I also
decided that I wanted to keep the
panda on the cover so pizza was a
pretty easy choice, being that most
kids can relate a positive experi-
ence to eating pizza! If pizza is a safe
food, maybe a silly animal trying
avocado, beets, falafel or other
healthy food options won't seem so
intimidating.

“My ultimate goal in creating
these children's books is to provide

(Continued on page 15)
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New memoir by only Jewish person to do p.r. for Vatican

by Len Lear

nce Ed Eisen posed as a ter-
Ororist. The Mafia made him

an offer ($48,000 to do pub-
lic relations for a convicted murderer
for one year) that he could — and
did — refuse. Comic Jackie Gleason
showed him the door. He dated
Christine Jorgensen, the Katelyn
Jenner of her day. And Mother Tere-
sa changed the course of his life.

Award-winning journalist Ed
Eisen has been a radio DJ, TV pro-
ducer, talk-show host, the first Jewish
spokesman for a Pope and more.
Now, in his new memoir, “Front Row
Seat,” Eisen, 83, who also has his
Chestnut Hill stories, tells the tale of
a remarkable transformation and
how he acquired a front row seat to
Philadelphia area history over the
last half-century.

After the Philadelphia Evening
Bulletin went out of business in Jan-
uary of 1982 after 135 years in busi-
ness, Eisen was hired by the
Chestnut Hill Community Associa-
tion to do publicity over an environ-
mental issue the CHCA was
involved in.

Eisen interviews former heavyweight boxing champion Joe Frazier, of North Philly, one of the famous names in Eisen’s

And when Eisen worked for the new book.
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i Treasures from

the Past

Keystone Auction of York, PA
Owner: Gary Klinger  Local Contact: Ronald Klinger

215-688-7578

Antiques & Collectibles

Lic.# AY002300

McCARTY GALLERY ANTIQUES

18th, 19th & 20th Century Items, Fine Art,
Antique Furniture, Oriental Rugs

Open FRI and SAT, by chance or by appointment

7733 Winston Road
Chestnut Hill » 215-247-5220

BIRD IN HAND
NON-PROFIT CONSIGNMENT SHOP
Decorative objects for the Home, the Collector
& the Environmentally Conscious

Jewelry, Antiques, Furniture, Framed Art, Crystal & China

Open: Mon-Sat. 10-5pm, Sun. 11-4pm
Consignment & House Calls by Appointment - 215 -248-2473

or: birdinhandconsignmentshop @gmail.com
8419 Germantown Avenue, Chestnut Hill

YOUR AD HERE
CALL
215-248-8133

Gray & Rogers public relations firm
in the mid-1970s, he came up with
the idea for “The Great Train/Car
Chase,” a promotion he created for
SEPTA to publicize a then-new train
station in Valley Forge.

In the promotion, Eisen had
Chestnut  Hill icon Thatcher
Longstreth, the late City Council-
man, leave the Valley Forge Train
Station on the train at the exact
same time that the late Jack Kelly,
also a City Councilman and the
brother of Grace Kelly, left the sta-
tion in a sports car with a blonde pas-
senger. The idea was to see who
could get to a center city train sta-
tion first.

“Thatcher won by three minutes,”
said Eisen. “The story made the front
page of both the Inquirer and Bul-
letin. That’s the kind of crap you find
in public relations. I was basically a
Barnum & Bailey promoter. Mean-

ingless fluff. I even hired an Indian to
do a rain dance so it would rain on
Jack Kelly's convertible.

“I had broken the Pennhurst story
(horrific conditions at a facility for
the mentally ill), which ran for one
year in the Inquirer along with lots of
other important stories, but [ trans-
ferred my love and passion for jour-
nalism to public relations (because of
the low pay at the Inquirer), a silly
thing I came to hate, and then it
took a long time to work my way
back to journalism because p.r. peo-
ple are like defense attorneys. You
only tell one side of a story over and
over again, so editors are skeptical
about hiring someone who has done
that for years.”

However, Eisen did eventually get
back into journalism, which he cred-
its to Mother Teresa. (Yes, THAT
Mother Teresa!) He actually inter-
viewed the world-famous humanitar-

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke

ACROSS T2 [3 |4 5 |6 [7 8 |9 0 [11 |12 |13
1 Type of bag o = 6
5 Like some
cheddar 17 18 19
10 Ho-hum _ =5 o =
14 Throw, as dice
15 Coke's bear 23 24 |25
16 :::ophlstlcated 26 27 |28 29 30 (31 |32
17 Not being used [33 [34 [35 36 37
18 Wind instrument — — — -
20 Truckerina
union a3 44 45 46
22 Linen closet
items a7 48 |49 50
23 Kind of boom 51 52 53 54 |55 |56
24 Scouting group
26 Remote location?|>” |8 |5° 60 |61 (62
29 Consumer 53 64 5
33 Part of TKO
37 Indonesian 66 67 68
island 9 70 71
38 "Without further

39 Boastful person
42 Hightailed it
43 Small stream

3 Haggard's hero
Quartermain

45 Day of 4 Flaw

47 Armchair 5 Squabble
companion 6 Fine-tune

50 Pitchfork part 7 Open-eyed

51 Lightweight 8 Pro-footballer in
wood L.A.

9 Part of an atom
10 It creates drafts
11 Pear-shaped

instrument
12 Genesis brother
13 His partner
19 State of mind
21 Biscuitlike pastry
25 Surviving

53 Gentle push

57 Seward's state

60 College age

63 Cold season

65 Smallest pup

66 Hathaway of
Hollywoed

67 Tablelands

68 Something to

build on organism of old
69 Vintage 27 Pudding fruit

designation 28 Squirrel's cache
70 Appears 30 Rani's wrap

31 Enthusiasm

32 Saturn feature

33 Edible root

34 Anagram for
"tide"

35 Stable youngster

71 Salacious look

DOWN
1 Southern staple
2 Where to see
chaps

Copyright 2019 by The Puzzle Syndicate

36 Absorbed, asa 54 Tennis tie
loss 55 Horror or sci-fi,
40 Enjoy Aspen e.g.
41 Heavy metric 56 Sign above a
weight door

57 Not at home
58 Pickup shtick
59 Oscar winner

44 Maine entree
46 On the fence
48 Put together

49 Burglar Paquin
deterrents 61 Mosque leader

52 Licoricelike 62 Bitter end?
flavor 64 Pipe fitting

Answers to Last Week's Crossword:
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ian in 1975 after he became the first
Jewish person ever to do public rela-
tions for the Vatican!

Eisen was working for Gray &
Rogers when the company was
selected to represent Pope Paul VI
for an event called the 41st Eucharis-
tic Congress, which took place in
Philadelphia in 1976, bringing to the
city more than one million Catholics
from all over the world. Eisen was
asked to be the point man to handle
worldwide publicity for the event.

“But I'm Jewish,” Eisen told his
boss, Dave Ferrell. “I've never been
to Mass, never sat in a Confessional,
never attended an infant baptism.”

“Don’t worry,” said his boss,
reminding him that Jesus was Jewish.
“You'll learn. You won’t have to kiss
the Pope’s ring. I'll do that next week
in Rome. You just handle the news
media in Philadelphia.”

As a part of that assignment, Eisen
did get to interview Mother Teresa,
which he insists changed his life.
(Eisen’s father’s job was cleaning
offices during the workweek, but on
weekends he served as a cantor in
synagogues all over West Philadel-
phia.)

During the interview, Eisen told
the nun who would be canonized as
a saint in 2016 that his move from
journalism to public relations had
been a mistake and that getting back
into journalism would be challeng-
ing, if not impossible. “Nothing is
impossible for God,” she said, adding
that “You need not be a nun to have
a purpose, but without a mission life
can be very empty. What is your pur-
pose?”

The interview prompted Eisen to
re-examine his purpose, whereupon
he decided to get back into journal-
ism if that was possible. After several
failed attempts, by a fortuitous cir-
cumstance he was hired to be a busi-
ness writer for the Philadelphia
Bulletin after a candidate the paper
really wanted backed out.

After the Bulletin went out of
business in January, 1982, Eisen
became an entrepreneur by starting
his own p.r. firm, Eisen & Associates,
which lasted until he retired in
2010. Since then Ed has become a
motivational speaker. He speaks to
retirement homes and other organi-
zations and institutions about his
experiences with a mass murderer,
Jackie Gleason, Joe Frazier, the Rev.
Martin Luther King, Sen. Ted
Kennedy, Christine Jorgensen,
members of the Philadelphia Mafia
and more. His programs range from
politics to religion, from history to
philosophy, to the lessons he has
learned on a road often less traveled.
These experiences are also recount-
ed in his book.

"Ed Eisen has received high client
acclaim here for his bi-monthly cur-
rent events program called Sound-
Off!” according to Ceil Krajewski, of
the Pine Run Retirement Commu-
nity in Doylestown. “Our people tell
me they look forward to his one-
hour Friday get-togethers, where
anything can be discussed and every-
thing is on the table!”

Eisen’s next presentations will be:
Monday, Dec. 9, 10:30 a.m., at Brit-
tany Farms Estates, North Wales.
10:30; Tuesday, Dec. 10, 10:30 a.m.,
at Normandy Farms Estates, Blue
Bell; and Wednesday, Dec. 11, 1:30
p.m., at Rydal Park, Abington.

For more information,
www.edeisenshow.com

visit

Get Local.

Subscribe to the
Chestnut Hill Local.
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“Elf”

1:30 - 4 p.m.

Center on the Hill

8855 Germantown Ave.

Join us for this Holiday comedy
favorite movie “Elf.” Buddy (Will
Ferrell) was accidentally trans-
ported to the North Pole as a tod-
dler and raised to adulthood
among Santa's elves. Unable to
shake the feeling that he doesn't
fit in, the adult Buddy travels to
New York, in full elf uniform, in
search of his real father. $2
includes popcorn. For more infor-
mation, go to www.chestnuthill-
pres.org/center-on-the-hill/.

Agatha Christie's “Witness for
the Prosecution”

The Stagecrafters Theater

8130 Germantown Ave.

A young man, Leonard Vole,
stands accused of the brutal mur-
der of a wealthy older woman, a
casual acquaintance who, over
time became most fond of him
and changed her will in his favor.
The stakes are sky-high as
renowned London barrister Wilfrid
Robarts summons all his legal tal-
ents in order to prove the man
innocent. Agatha Christie at her
best, treating us to a taut murder
mystery, has crafted a thriller sus-
penseful to its very end, deftly
combined with astute psychologi-
cal insights and .. well, lots of
tingly fun throughout. For more
information, go to www.thestage-
crafters.org/.

An Indonesian Dinner for An
Important Cause at From Bali
to Bala

7 -9 pm.

Bali to Bala

8532 Germantown Ave.

Share a delicious meal in a truly
special Indonesian tradition of a
communal Liwetan dinner of local
dishes prepared with love by our
friends Pecel Ndeso. Most impor-
tantly, half of the ticket cost will

help with legal aid for our dear
friends, an Indonesian family devas-
tated by an ICE raid. Pre-registra-
tion is required. $40 per person, but
reserve quickly: seating is very lim-
ited. For more information, go to
http://frombalitobala.com/bali-
bala-show-invites-experice-indone-
sia-without-ever-leaving-home/

Annual Carol Night

7:30 p.m.

Chestnut Hill College

Rotunda, St. Joseph Hall

9601 Germantown Ave.

Celebrate the holidays at Chestnut
Hill College’s Annual Carol Night
with CBS3 anchor Janelle Burrell.
The college’s primary musical
groups, which include jazz, string
and wind ensembles and the Hill
Singers, perform Christmas tunes
both old and new. The perfor-
mance concludes with Christmas
carol sing-a-longs and a visit from
Santa Claus. The event is free and
open to the public. Following the
performances, a reception will be
held in the East Parlor of St.
Joseph Hall. Guests can enjoy the
college’s fully decorated campus,
and children have a chance to
meet and get their photograph
taken with Santa. For more infor-
mation, call 215-248-7001.

Beatles vs. Stones Tribute
Show

8 p.m.

Keswick Theatre

291 Keswick Ave.

Tribute bands Abbey Road and
Satisfaction perform “The Interna-
tional Rolling Stones Show” and
engage in a musical showdown of
the hits. (215) 572-7650.

The Music of Ray Charles and
Betty Carter: Music to Shake
the Soul

6 p.m.

Woodmere Art Museum

9201 Germantown Ave.

The powerful voices of Ray

Animals love pizza,

thanks to honored Hill

(Continued from page 13)

as many learning opportunities and
tools as possible without seeming
overly dense. I feel ‘Pandas Loves
Pickles’ and ‘Pandas Love Pizza’
both accomplish this perfectly. A
child can read these books and
learn the alphabet, sounds that let-
ters make, explore different ani-
mals and foods, maybe even cook
something they saw in the book, all
without feeling like a lesson is being
forced.”

Lynch grew up in upstate New
York, just outside of Rochester. “We
were looking to move from Hobo-
ken, NJ, for job reasons, and fell in
love with this area while visiting
my husband's family here.”

The local author has a degree in
studio art from Lafayette College
and told us in a previous interview
that illustration has always been
her passion, and publishing a chil-
dren's book has always been her
goal. She went the self-publishing
route because it potentially offers
the most money. But it's also labor-
intensive. “I worked really hard at it
from start to finish," Lynch said. “I
worked so hard, and I was so close
to it for so long.”

Lynch and her husband, John,
have two children, six-year-old Ellis
and Everett, who is three-and-a-
half. John is the vice-president and
management director at Calcium, a
healthcare marketing agency. He
works directly with clients to help

create advertising content and is
the operations manager of Liz’ book
business

Lynch’s own favorite illustrator is
the legendary Maurice Sendak.
“There is something so whimsical
about his illustrations that [ feel
capture your imagination in a way
that really sets him apart.” Liz has
plans for another food-themed
book as well as a counting book
that has a funny twist.

What is the hardest thing Lynch
has ever done? “Learning the eco-
nomics of the European Union IN
FRENCH while studying abroad in
Paris my junior year of college was

REALLY hard, but flying solo with
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ENTERTAINMENT

Charles and Betty Carter take us
on a journey through life’s experi-
ences and emotions. From
“What'd | Say” to “Baby It's Cold
Outside,” experience how these
two artists hit that deep spot in
the music box. Woodmere Art
Museum 215-247-0476 or
info@woodmereartmuseum.org.

Quintessence Presents: “The
Wizard of Oz”

7:30 p.m.

Sedgwick Theater

7137 Germantown Ave.

Swept away from her Kansas farm
by a cyclone, Dorothy lands in Oz
and on top of an evil witch. An
epic adventure ensues as Dorothy
tries to find the Wonderful Wizard
of Oz and convince him to show
her the way back to Kansas. On
the way she meets munchkins, fly-
ing monkeys, the Scarecrow, the
Tinman and the Cowardly Lion
and discovers that she must help
her friends first in order to face her
fears and find her way home.
Quintessence’s production will
explore L. Frank Baum’s fantasia
as political allegory and transform
the Sedgwick Theater into an Oz
you’ll never forget. For more infor-
mation, go to www.quintes-
sencetheatre.org/sedgwick.

VoxAmabDeus: Handel Messiah
7 p.m.

St. Paul's Episcopal Church

22 E. Chestnut Hill Ave.
VoxAmaDeus led by Valentin
Radu, artistic director and con-
ductor, performs HANDEL MESSI-
AH at St. Paul's Episcopal Church
in Chestnut Hill. For more informa-
tion, call 610-688-2800 or go to
VoxAmaDeus.org.

2019 Chestnut Hill Holiday
House Tour

9 am.

Woodmere Art Museum

9201 Germantown Ave.

The holiday season is a time to

illustrator

two toddlers is hands-down the
most difficult thing I think anyone
can do.”

What is the best advice Liz has
ever received? “Don't wait to do
what makes you happy.”

If Lynch could live anywhere on
earth, where would she choose?
“The easy answer is the beach
because I always feel recharged and
inspired when I'm there.”

Lynch will be at the Exdenheim Hol-
iday Market this December signing
books, as well as the Nesting House in
Mt. Airy. For more information, visit
PandasLovePizza.com Len Lear can
be reached at lenlear@chestmuthilllo-

cal.com

Family
Dentistry

DANIEL M. MELE, D.M.D.

* Bonding/Veneers

* Gum Treatment

e Extractions ¢ Root Canals

e Crowns

* Bridges

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

New Patients
Welcome

40 WEST EVERGREEN, SUITE 111

215-242-9411

EMERGENCIES WELCOME
MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

@'\(\Zﬂfiﬂn iﬂgdg

¢ Repair of Dolls and Toys

¢ Doll Clothes, Wigs, Stands,
Shoes and Accessories

¢ We Buy and Sell Dolls
¢ We Sell STEIFF

Our Antique Dolls Are
Now For Sale At

GARDEN GATE
ANTIQUES
8139 Germantown Avenue

215-628-2466
For Appointment

Roxanne LeMay

relive cherished traditions, and for
Chestnut Hill, there is no better
tradition than spending a day
enjoying the Christmas Holiday
House Tour. Presented annually by
the Chestnut Hill Community
Association (CHCA), this year’s
tour will feature five of the area’s
loveliest historic homes decorated
for the holidays. Get into the holi-
day spirit and find inspiration for
your Holiday celebrations while
experiencing the rich architectural
heritage of Chestnut Hill. Tickets:
$40 for Chestnut Hill Community
Association Members $45 for non-
members Group Tickets. Many
restaurants and shops will be
offering discounts for Christmas
Holiday House Tour attendees,
and our event trolleys will stop at
each house on the tour, and along
Germantown Avenue. This is an
all-weather event. You may ride
our festive event trolleys from
house to house or drive your car.
Attendees check in at Woodmere
Art Museum to pick up their map,
wristband, and booties. Attendees

DEC 5-7

are invited to the Woodmere Art
Museum when they finish the tour
to enjoy their annual holiday
exhibit. Check-in at Woodmere
Art Museum to pick up your pro-
gram booklet, wristband, and
booties. Additional registration
locations may be added. For more
information, go to www.chest-
nuthill.org/.

2019 Donegal Gala Ball and
2020 Mary from Dungloe
Competition

8 p.m.-12 am.

Commodore John Barry Arts and
Cultural Center

6815 Emlen St.

Please join us for an evening of fun
and dance on Saturday. Music by
the Whiskey Trail Band and DJ ser-
vices by Letterkenny's own Paul
McDaid. Irish dancers from our own
McDade- Cara School of Irish dance,
and of course our 2020 Philadel-
phia Mary from Dungloe Selection.
We look forward to jiving with you.
For more information, go to
https://theirishcenter.org/.
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\ Treasures from
the Past

EDELMAN’S JEWELRY

We buy, sell and appraise all Antique and
Estate Jewelry, Diamonds, Watches, Sterling
Flatware, Silver Tea Sets, Art Deco & Art
Nouveau Pieces. . . old costume jewelry too!

301 York Road, Jenkintown ¢ 215-572-6480

EDELMAN’S COINS & STAMPS

We buy, sell and appraise all United States

Coins, Silver Dollars, Paper Money, Proof

Sets, Gold Coins, Stamps, Postcards, Old
Envelopes and Sheets of Stamps

301 York Road, Jenkintown ¢ 215-572-6480

BOYD’S ANTIQUES
by Priscilla Boyd Angelos
The Largest Selection of Quality 18th & 19th
Century Antiques in the Area

NOW LOCATED:
1510 BETHLEHEM PIKE, FLOURTOWN e 215-880-6268
www.boydsantiques.com

BLUM’S CHESTNUT HILL ANTIQUES

AVOID AUCTION UNCERTAINTY
BUYING *« IMMEDIATE PAYMENT

Antique Furniture & Objects
Open M - S: 10:15 - 5:30
45 E. Chestnut Hill Avenue * 215-242-8877

www.blumsantiques.com

The Largest Inventory in the Area — Est. 1930

Do you have jewelry you have inherited
or no longer wear?
30 years experience, expert advice

DELPHINE GALLERY

8435 Germantown Ave
Philadelphia, Pa 19118 « 215-248-3855

Graduate Gemologist, G.I.A.
National Association of Jewelry Appraisers
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Transform tasty Christmas cookies into tree ornaments

few years ago, my baker hus-
Aband had this wacky idea for
the Christmas tree.

He suggested we make a cookie-
themed tree. All the ornaments
would be freshly baked cookies.

I'd seen it before in Martha Stew-
art Living magazine and a few other
places that made the idea highly
intimidating.

But this year, I've committed to
doing this. I'll be decorating a whole
tree, covered in gingerbread and sug-
ar cookies, iced and decorated. The
confections will be perched just high
enough so that my mini poodle
won’t be snacking all night.

by April Lisante

It sounds daunting, or at least it
sounded daunting, until I spoke with
Night Kitchen Bakery owner Amy
Edelman. After nearly three decades
as a baker and pastry pro, Edelman
told me a story that made me feel like
[ could nail this cookie tree thing.

“Back in the late 90s, I was work-
ing at the Disneyland Hotel in Euro
Disney, and we made a cookie
mobile hanging from the ceiling of
the hotel foyer,” Edelman recalled.
“It was monstrous.”

The mobile featured hundreds of
cut out, iced, and strung holiday
cookies.

“It was amazing,” she said.

It seemed I came to the right
place. I asked her to share some tips
for creating and stringing cookies for
a tree.

“First of all, stay away from choco-

late on any cookies because of pets,”
Edelman said. “We typically would
make gingerbread men eyes and but-
tons with chocolate chips, but I
would use nonpareils instead.”

When you've created your dough,
Edelman suggests making sure it
comes to almost room temperature
before rolling. Also, she insists on
rolling it out between two Y%-inch
yardsticks, to assure the dough is a
uniform thickness, which will help
avoid breakage.

Just place two yardsticks on the
counter on either side of the dough
ball, and work the rolling pin over
the dough until it reaches the height
of the yardstick.

Next, when it is time to cut out
your cookie shapes, first dip your cut-
ter in a bow! of flour, which will help
keep the cutter from sticking to the
dough. Dip before each cut.

Then, lift the cookie with a wide
spatula to a cookie sheet lined with
parchment paper. Now, it is time for
the critical step: punching the hang-
ing hole.

“The hole should not be too close
to the top,” Edelman warned. “It also
needs to be big enough in case the
dough bakes part of it closed.”

To make the hole, start about one
half to three quarters of an inch from
the top of the cookie, and use a metal
straw, or an item with a similar
width.

Once the cookies are completely
cool, they can be iced. Edelman sug-
gests using only a royal icing, which
is made with 3 ounces egg white, 4
cups confectioners’ sugar and 1 tea-
spoon vanilla extract. The icing can
be dyed with food coloring. This
icing dries quickly, stays hard and
keeps the cookies from breaking.
After the icing dries, cookies can be
strung with a thin ribbon, and can

-
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Stag & Doe Nights
DECEMBER WEDNESDAYS
4TH, 11T & 18TH
Most Shops OPEN “til 9:00m
We're OPEN *til 11:00su

We
Are
Here
Before
During

And After

MCNALLYS.com

8634 GERMANTOWN AVE

% 6:30 pm : !

Vadim Pisarev, Artistic Director

:_.'S)a__n.lrday, Deceniser 21_, 2019

';Sunaay., December 22 20.1'9 E

2:00 pm

Plymouth/Whitemarsh

High School

201 E. Germantown Pike
Plymouth Meeting, PA :

Tickow =

$20.00 Child/ Student/Seénior

$30.00 Adult” - -

For information, call 215-849-7950.
Online ticket sales at: ibexchange.tick
Group rates available.
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Night Kitchen owner Amy Edelman has plenty of experience making ornaments
out of Christmas cookies. (Photo by April Lisante)

are stored in Tupperware.”
[ liked that idea best. Much easier
tree decorating in 2020.

even be used next year.
“You can use them again next
year,” Edelman said, “As long as they

Boutique DIY Workshop

offering hands-on classes to
create customizable home decor projects from raw materials

by )421.,_35‘&
v
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o WORKSHOP ,
Cheatnut Ffill
8607 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118
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Compare our reqular prices to their discount
prices, and you’ll know why our motto is:
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249 North Keswick Ave Glenside, PA 19038
215-0572-0679 www-custompictureframer-com

Here are two basic recipes from
allrecipes.com for butter cookies and
gingerbread. These are tried and true
recipes | have used successfully, and
they are easy enough for anyone,
even me. They make about three
dozen cookies per recipe. Remember
to add the critical step, though, by
punching your hanging hole in the
cookies before placing them in the
oven.

Sugar Cookies

2 % cups all-purpose flour

1 tsp. baking soda

V4 tsp. baking powder

1 cup butter, softened

1 % cups white sugar

1 egg

1 tsp. vanilla extract

Preheat oven to 375. In a small
bowl, stir together flour, baking soda
and baking powder. Set aside. In a
large bowl, cream together the butter
and sugar until smooth. Beat in egg
and vanilla. Gradually blend in the
dry ingredients. Roll rounded tea-
spoons of dough into balls, and place
on ungreased cookie sheets. Poke
hole in each cookie about %:-inch
from top. Bake 8 to 10 minutes
before removing to cool on wire
racks.

Gingerbread Men Cookies

3 cups flour

2tsp. McCormick ginger, ground

1 tsp. McCormick cinnamon,

ground

1 tsp. baking soda

Y tsp. McCormick nutmeg,

ground

Y4 tsp. salt

% up butter, softened

% cup firmly packed brown sugar

V4 cup molasses

1 egg

1 tsp. McCormick pure vanilla

extract

Mix flour, ginger, cinnamon, bak-
ing soda, nutmeg and salt in a large
bowl. Set aside. Beat butter and
brown sugar in a large bowl on medi-
um speed until light and fluffy. Add
molasses, egg, and vanilla. Mix well.
Gradually beat in flour mixture on
low speed until well mixed. Press
dough into a thick, flat disk. Wrap in
plastic wrap. Refrigerate four hours
to overnight.

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Roll
out dough to %-inch thickness on
lightly floured work surface. Cut into
gingerbread men with 5-inch cutter.
Place one inch apart on ungreased
baking sheets. Poke hole in each
cookie about 1/2 —inch from top.
Bake 8 to 10 minutes or until edges
of cookies are set and just begin to
brown. Cool on baking sheets 1 to 2
minutes. Remove to wire racks, cool
completely.

S CONSERVATION [
g Steven B. Erisoty [

Master's Degree
in Paintings Conservation

Two decades of quality
conservation for museums,
private collectors and
institutions.

])RJP.?.Yf(;;;;}.:;JSOCfafe
Member AIC
71 Bethlehem Pike
Chestnut Hill, PA 19118 [f4
w  215-753-8808 = (K2
by appointment only !
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Lyft driver/life coach in hlgh gear with ‘Focus of Love’

by Len Lear

ne never knows where stories
Owill come from. A freelance

writer whose articles have
appeared periodically in the Local
contacted me last week and said, “I
took a ride with a Lyft driver today,
and she had quite a story. [t turns out
that she is a life coach and has just
written a book that is very interest-
ing.”

The Lyft driver is Focus Tanikia
James, 47, author of a new book
titled “What is the Focus of Love?”
don’t think you can interview her
without asking the obvious question,
“Is Focus your real name?”

The answer: “I acquired the name
‘Focus’ after 1 performed a spoken
word poem called ‘Deeper Deeper’ at
Temple Ambler with an audience of
about 150 people.

“As a Broadcast Telecommunica-

Purpose.
Living Your
Having Glarlty " Love YOU Warl;tI &
creatind 1® T you LOV

Having 1
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tions Mass Media and Theater major
with a minor in Women’s Studies, I
took on that name and started a
radio show the following semester
called ‘Focus on Relationships.” It

Focus’ new book is designed to help
readers “live their purpose, create the
love they want and have the life they
love!”

was well received, and I knew I had
something but did not know to what
extent.

“My birth name is Tanikia Melissa
James. According to a user from
Jamaica on the name.org website,
the name Tanikia is of English origin
and means ‘Guarded by God, loving
heart and soul and forgiving.”

Focus, who now lives in Plymouth
Meeting, was born and raised in
North Philly. She attended Franklin
Learning Center for high school,
where she played volleyball, basket-
ball and softball.

Focus received a two-year “King
Scholarship” to attend Community
College of Philadelphia with a dual
enrollment at Temple University. “It
took me six years to acquire my
degree because I was married and try-
ing to start a family simultaneously. I
took classes off and on; I suffered
through the still-birth of my baby girl
before successfully giving birth to my
son, but [ persevered.”

When she had her son, Focus
owned and operated a home day
care, and her first degree was in Early
Childhood Education, which helped
her become a certified pre-school
teacher for seven years.

It was not until after her divorce
from a church pastor that Focus com-
pleted the dual degree at Temple
University in 2004.

She traveled over 37 states with
several companies, working and
studying business/leadership and net-
work marketing. “I interviewed hun-

quintessence
1heatre

l. frank baum’s

dreds of singles and couples about
relationships.” She also worked for a
local cable/communication company
for seven years in customer service,
retention and sales.

Since July of this year, Focus has
been a part-time Lyft driver. “It
serves its purpose for quick cash dur-
ing the hours my daughter is at
school from 9 a.m. to about 1 p.m. to
fund my purpose and still gives me
three hours to build
thefocusoflove.com. It’s a win-win.”

Last month Focus was a guest
speaker at the Blue Bell Country
Club during a Women's Empower-
ment Spa Day. Her topic was: “Keep-
ing the Spark Alive.” She was at the
Germantown Cricket Club as a guest
speaker at a Wine Classic Soiree.
Her topic: “Heal or Repeat The
Pain.”

Focus’ next project is the 2020
Creative Calendar by Run Boy Run
Productions of Culture Works of
Greater Philadelphia. It is a calendar
that will feature creative artists from
all walks of life in Greater Philadel-
phia. A portion of the proceeds will
be donated to organizations that sup-
port and educate children in the arts.

Focus has become an in-demand
public speaker. “She is a powerhouse
speaker,” said Majet Reyes, founder
of DivaGirl Philly. “She shared some
raw experiences in her life and in her
relationships, which helped the audi-
ence resonate with her.”

Focus also received her official cer-
tification as a life coach, teacher

e Wizard o 0z
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trainer and speaker from the John C.
Maxwell Academy in August, 2018,
in Orlando Florida.

Since then she has coached many
people internationally in multiple
venues and individuals via
zoom.com.

“The hardest thing I ever had to
do,” she told us, “involved the pass-
ing of my mother. She woke from a
coma cringing and reaching for my
face to hug me. It was a sweet
embrace ... She taught me that
integrity is doing the right thing
even when no one is looking.”

If Focus could live anywhere on
earth, she would “live in Ireland to
study my heritage. My great grandfa-
ther, Alexander O’Connor, was a
merchant seaman who traveled from
Ireland to the south, fell in love with
my great-grandmother, Ms. Milligan,
and had nine children.”

Focus would like to take this
opportunity to publicly “thank my
brother, Maurice James ... His calm
and protective demeanor created a
beautiful transition for our mother
and a space for me to transform our

my first book and LLC.”

lelnear@chestnuthilllocal.com
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CRITICAL MASS

Arts & Entertainment

‘The Post’ tells an old story that still matters today

Each week, veteran film critic Bill
Wine will look back at an important film
that is worth watching, either for the first
time or again.

with icons like these, first names

are hardly necessary — together
again for the first time.

And Steven, Meryl and Tom were
not only making a 2017 movie, but
making a statement about the Trump
administration’s attack on the press
of late and perhaps even making a
little noise during awards season.

It’s Spielberg, Streep and Hanks —

by Bill Wine

“The Post” — as in The Washing-
ton Post — is a historical biodrama
and newspaper melodrama that finds
master-class  director  Spielberg
addressing the paper’s role in expos-
ing the Pentagon Papers in 1971.

And it immediately takes its place
among such restrained cinematic
classics about journalism as “All the
President’s Men” and “Spotlight,”
yet another resonant reminder of the
importance of freedom of the press.
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Get Inspired! Tour Five
Holiday-Decorated
Chestnut Hill homes.

View exhibit of
Princess Grace
of Monaco’s

The focus is on Post publisher
Katharine Graham (the first female
newspaper publisher), played by
Streep, and Hanks’ executive editor
Ben Bradlee, the two of whom decid-
ed to go ahead and publish after a
federal judge had already short-cir-
cuited the similar efforts of the New
York Times, which was challenging
the federal government on the issue
of their right to publish, given that
they were exploring a cover-up that
spanned four United States Presi-
dents.

Tom Hanks and Meryl Streep in “The Post.”

And period piece that it is, don’t
think for a second that today’s polit-
ical climate — and all the parallels
that the very existence of this project
suggests with respect to the adversar-
ial relationship between the Trump
administration and the press -- is lost
on screenwriters Josh Singer and Liz
Hannah or on the film’s three prima-
ry movers and shakers.

File it under “Movies That Mat-
ter.”

The script, which draws upon
Graham’s Pulitzer Prize-winning
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2016 memoir, “Personal History,”
concentrates on the risky road trav-
eled by Graham and Bradlee, sets
itself up as a Watergate precursor,
dramatizes the transformation of the
titular newspaper from a regional
publication to a national one, and
ends up representing itself as a virtual
prequel to “All the President’s Men.”

So, yes, it’s a love letter to princi-
pled print journalism. And why
shouldn’t it be?

For Spielberg (“Jaws,” “Close
Encounters of the Third Kind,” “E.T.
the Extraterrestrial,” “Schindler’s
List,” “Jurassic Park,” “Lincoln,”
“Saving Private Ryan”) it’s ho hum,
another keeper. But you can feel the
film’s convictions in every frame,
part of the reason why it was nomi-
nated for the Best Picture Oscar and
the Best Actress Oscar for Streep.

The Pentagon Papers comprised a
secret study initiated by Secretary of
Defense Robert McNamara, played
by Bruce Greenwood that chroni-
cled the United States involvement
in Vietnamese politics since the
1950s. It made it obvious that a suc-
cession of political administrations
from both parties — going all the way
back to the Truman administration —
lied about the progress being made in
the conflict and the prospects for any
kind of real American victory.

That was what Daniel Ellsberg
(Matthew Rhys), a contributor to

the report who had been a State
Department analyst and was now
working for the Rand Corporation,
initially leaked to the New York
Times. It clearly demonstrated that
the war was not winnable. And yet
the war effort continued. But the
Nixon administration’s blocking of
any further publication left it up to
the Post, and Ellsberg agreed to leak
the papers to assistant managing edi-
tor Ben Bagdikian (Bob Odenkirk).

Storyteller Spielberg is his usual
deft overseer, conjuring considerable
suspense, compelling and inspiring
us even though we know the out-
come in advance. But the emotional
narrative spine is delivered by
Streep’s Graham, who had unex-
pectedly taken over management of
the paper after her husband commit-
ted suicide.

It is she who finds her voice along
the way in a thrust that resounds
deafeningly in this particular year of
the woman.

The courageous Graham-Bradlee
decision to publish not only threat-
ened the paper’s very existence, but
could have meant a prison term for
the two of them.

And while Hanks provides an
effective alternative reading of gritty
crusader Bradlee, so memorably
delivered by Oscar winner Jason
Robards in “All the President’s
Men,” Streep is her usual magnifi-
cently-nuanced-and-yet-underplay-
ing self, essaying a character who
comes into her own in a beautifully
calibrated performance that suggests
an alternative title: “Some of the
President’s Men — and a Woman.”

As for maestro Spielberg, he pretty
much ignores technical flourishes —
certainly an appropriate approach --
and lets the loaded subject matter
speak for itself, which it does by delv-
ing into moral, ethical, and legal
nooks and crannies.

“The Post” is, among other things,
a political rejoinder by a supremely
talented triumvirate. And it’s as
robust and splendid as it is timely.

Bill Wine is an Emmy-winning film
critic who served in that capacity for
WTXF and KYW Newsradio. He lives
in Chestnut Hill.
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The Discredited Language
of Angels by Gabi Garbutt
and the Illuminations

o the impressive list of fan-
| tastic records by women in
2019, please add “The Dis-
credited Language of Angels,” the
debut album by Gabi Garbutt and
the Illuminations. I'm a little late
to this one — it came out in mid-
November — but it hasn’t gar-
nered nearly the attention it
deserves.

by Pete Mazzaccaro

Garbutt, a pixie-cut wearing,
guitar playing dynamo of sonic,
British energy, has carved out a
striking sound that recalls some of
the greatest rock acts of her home
island since the late 70s. There
are strong ties to the pub rock and
mod scene of the late 70s. Think
particularly of The Jam’s “Town
Called Malice.” There’s also no
small current of the early 90s Brit
Pop, with hints of Pulp, Blur and
Sleeper.

Like any really good rock act
today, there are references to

what came before, but there’s no
slavish, copy-cat songwriting
here. Part of the album’s polish is
due in no small part to the pro-
duction of Sean Read who was
part of the early 80s Birmingham
band Dexy’s Midnight Runners,
whose 1982 hit “Come on Eileen”
is a timeless hit.

The album kicks off with its
first single, “Fool,” which opens
to a brisk pace, a whirl of organ
that immediately makes one
think of Elvis Costello and the
Imposters. A healthy horn sec-
tion adds a bit of Northern Soul
flavor, and we’re off to the races.
By the fantastic opening to the
next track, “This Higher Place,” if
you’re not hooked, there may be
something wrong with you.

“The Discredited Language of
Angels” is a promising debut by a
terrific songwriter. We can only
hope she has plenty more in store
for us.

Key Songs: “This Higher
Place,” “Heat of the Machine,”
“Lady Matador”

Liner Notes is a regular column
on music from an admittedly Gen X
point of view. Feedback on the col-
umn can be sent to pete@chest-
nuthilllocal.com
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Working to improve the health and well-being
of our community.
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Hill director's 5th feature film

(Continued from page 13)
Day and Fourth of July. They tend

to enter the culture because they
are perennial and part of this
greater, inescapable social ritual.
And re-watching these perennial
movies each holiday is like catch-
ing up with an old friend.”

The producer brought McEI-
hinny on in late April, 2012.
They wrote the script, partnered
with a CGI (computer-generated
imagery) firm and started shoot-
ing July 6 of that year, all on
sound stages, and wrapped up by
the end of August. McElhinny
and his team then spent 33
months in  post-production
because every shot of this movie
involves some level of CGI.

“The CGI was a great experi-
ence,” said McElhinny. “I am
excited that CGI is now a rela-
tively affordable technology, even
to independent filmmakers. It's
been exciting to watch the tech-
nology evolve. It gets smaller and
more light weight and cheaper ...
What is possible now with an i-
Phone or a GoPro is unbeliev-
able!”

In “Christmas Dreams,” there is
a Nativity scene that includes
Andrew's mother, Suzanne
Repasky (as St. Anne, Jesus'

N

A charming shot from a scene in McElhinney’s new movie, “Christmas Dreams.”

grandmother), his writing part-
ner, Greg Giovanni (as one of the
Wise Men), and his lawyer, Mike
Zaleski (as Joseph), as well as an
entire biblical petting zoo com-
plete with a camel.

McElhinney holds advance
degrees from The New School for
Social Research (New York City)
and The European Graduate
School (EGS) in Switzerland. In
2011, McElhinney defended his
PhD dissertation, "Second Takes
— Remaking America: A Psy-
choanalytic Reading of English
Language Cinema, 1931-1998,"

which was subsequently published
by McFarland and Company as
“Second Takes: Remaking Film,
Remaking America.” He has been
an instructor at Rutgers, Rowan
and Temple Universities, among
others, teaching Screenwriting,
Cinema and American Studies.
His cinema work is in the perma-
nent collection of MOMA: The
Museum of Modern Art in New
York City.

For more information, wisit
ARMcinema25.com. Len Lear can
be reached at lenlear@chestnuthilllo-
cal.com
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1. Decorate the outside of your house for the holiday

2. Step back and admire your work

3. Take a picture of your home lit up for the holidays

4. Go to chestnuthilllocal.com, click on the Holiday House Lights ad and
follow the directions for uploading your picture

5. Vote for you favorite holiday house. You can vote once per day for the
duration of the contest.

6. Tell your friends and neighbors to vote online as well.

. Share the link to the contest on your social media accounts.

8. Enjoy the holidays!

You can post photos starting now through Sunday, December 15th.
Voting will take place through December 19th.
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Hill resident stars in murder

By Rita Charleston

the Prosecution,” Leonard Vole is

arrested for the murder of Emily
French, a wealthy older woman.
Unaware that he was a married man,
Miss French made him her principal
heir, casting suspicion on Leonard
after the murder. When his wife,
Romaine, agrees to testify, she does
so, not in Leonard's defense but as a
witness for the prosecution.

Originally written as a short story,
Christie adapted her work to a play
which first premiered in London in
1953. It was later turned into a film
in 1957, starring Tyrone Power as the
affable Vole.

The play is now being presented
by Stagecrafters. Directed by Yaga
Brady, it continues through Dec. 8,
with Mark Sherlock in the lead role.
Born in Haddon Township, N. J.,
Sherlock made the move across the
river to obtain his B.A. degree in
Theater at Temple University. He
also graduated from Purdue Univer-
sity with an M.EA. degree in Acting.

“Over the years | found a lot of
passion and fulfillment every time |
got a chance to do a school play and
get up on stage,” Sherlock explained.
“In high school I got really involved,
and it was something I decided to do
as a career. Later | got married, and

In Agatha Christie's “Witness for

when my wife, Jessica, wanted to
move to Orlando to get her master’s
degree at the University of Central
Florida, of course I went with her.
And when she had completed her
studies, we decided to move back to
Philly. We wanted to be closer to
home and our family and friends.”

Coming back to the area, the cou-
ple looked around for the perfect
place to put down roots and settled
on Chestnut Hill. “We fell in love
with the whole area and are enjoying
our time here,” Sherlock remarked.
“We were familiar with Chestnut
Hill, Mt. Airy and the whole area.
We had friends who lived there, and
every time we were in this area, we
fell in love with all the old, beautiful
houses. It was green with big, beauti-
ful trees. And it definitely felt like a
community and home to both of us.”

What's more, Sherlock added,
while walking around the area one
day, he discovered Stagecrafters not
far from his home. Hearing about
auditions, he decided to try out, got
this role and is now making his debut
at the theater.

“I've played in many other the-
aters and had heard about Stage-
crafters,” Sherlock, 31, said. “People
had told me about it. It has a very
strong, very good reputation. | was
eager to connect with the theater

Mark Sherlock has the lead role in Agatha Christie's classic mystery,“Witness for

community in this area and this play. the Prosecution,” now being presented by Stagecrafters through Dec. 8.
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READING RECYCLED DROP OFF LOCATION

For the Month of December, The Chestnut Hill Community
Association & Chestnut Hill Local will collect children’s
books inside Chestnut Hill's Town Hall entryway, for Reading
Recycled, a children’'s book bank, a NW Philadelphia
charitable organization.
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mystery at Stagecrafters

Now here I am.

“The play follows Leonard, who is
an impulsive dreamer. He's very
intense and passionate. He's the type
of person who has lots of ideas and
plans all the time. He fought in
World War II, and when he came
back, he struggled to try to clarify
what he wants to do. Let's just say
he's searching for something.”

Today, the actor said, “I love
working at Stagecrafters and 1 love
what I do. And hopefully I can help
heighten the tension in the room
and give audiences exactly what they
came looking for.”

Stagecrafters is located at 8130 Ger-
mantown Awve. For tickets call 215-
247-8881.

SUBSCIBE to THE LOCAL

We’ll keep you

UP TO DATE

with Local news!
Call 215-248-8813

Caruso column

ichael Caruso’s classical music column, “Notewor-
Mthy,” is not in the paper this week, but it can be found

online at www.chestnuthilllocal.com Caruso can be
contacted at michael-caruso@comcast.net
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Chestnut Hill Local at (215) 248-8816.
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The Dlscredlted Language
of Angels by Gabi Garbutt
and the Illuminations

o the impressive list of fan-
| tastic records by women in
2019, please add “The Dis-
credited Language of Angels,” the
debut album by Gabi Garbutt and
the Illuminations. I'm a little late
to this one — it came out in mid-
November — but it hasn’t gar-
nered nearly the attention it
deserves.

by Pete Mazzaccaro

Garbutt, a pixie-cut wearing,
guitar playing dynamo of sonic,
British energy, has carved out a
striking sound that recalls some of
the greatest rock acts of her home
island since the late 70s. There
are strong ties to the pub rock and
mod scene of the late 70s. Think
particularly of The Jam’s “Town
Called Malice.” There’s also no
small current of the early 90s Brit
Pop, with hints of Pulp, Blur and
Sleeper.

Like any really good rock act
today, there are references to

what came before, but there’s no
slavish, copy-cat songwriting
here. Part of the album’s polish is
due in no small part to the pro-
duction of Sean Read who was
part of the early 80s Birmingham
band Dexy’s Midnight Runners,
whose 1982 hit “Come on Eileen”
is a timeless hit.

The album kicks off with its
first single, “Fool,” which opens
to a brisk pace, a whirl of organ
that immediately makes one
think of Elvis Costello and the
Imposters. A healthy horn sec-
tion adds a bit of Northern Soul
flavor, and we’re off to the races.
By the fantastic opening to the
next track, “This Higher Place,” if
you’re not hooked, there may be
something wrong with you.

“The Discredited Language of
Angels” is a promising debut by a
terrific songwriter. We can only
hope she has plenty more in store
for us.

Key Songs: “This Higher
Place,” “Heat of the Machine,”
“Lady Matador”

Liner Notes is a regular column
on music from an admittedly Gen X
point of view. Feedback on the col-
umn can be sent to pete@chest-
nuthilllocal.com
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Working to improve the health and well-being
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Hill director's 5th feature film

(Continued from page 13)
Day and Fourth of July. They tend

to enter the culture because they
are perennial and part of this
greater, inescapable social ritual.
And re-watching these perennial
movies each holiday is like catch-
ing up with an old friend.”

The producer brought McEI-
hinny on in late April, 2012.
They wrote the script, partnered
with a CGI (computer-generated
imagery) firm and started shoot-
ing July 6 of that year, all on
sound stages, and wrapped up by
the end of August. McElhinny
and his team then spent 33
months in  post-production
because every shot of this movie
involves some level of CGI.

“The CGI was a great experi-
ence,” said McElhinny. “I am
excited that CGI is now a rela-
tively affordable technology, even
to independent filmmakers. It's
been exciting to watch the tech-
nology evolve. It gets smaller and
more light weight and cheaper ...
What is possible now with an i-
Phone or a GoPro is unbeliev-
able!”

In “Christmas Dreams,” there is
a Nativity scene that includes
Andrew's mother, Suzanne
Repasky (as St. Anne, Jesus'

N

A charming shot from a scene in McElhinney’s new movie, “Christmas Dreams.”

grandmother), his writing part-
ner, Greg Giovanni (as one of the
Wise Men), and his lawyer, Mike
Zaleski (as Joseph), as well as an
entire biblical petting zoo com-
plete with a camel.

McElhinney holds advance
degrees from The New School for
Social Research (New York City)
and The European Graduate
School (EGS) in Switzerland. In
2011, McElhinney defended his
PhD dissertation, "Second Takes
— Remaking America: A Psy-
choanalytic Reading of English
Language Cinema, 1931-1998,"

which was subsequently published
by McFarland and Company as
“Second Takes: Remaking Film,
Remaking America.” He has been
an instructor at Rutgers, Rowan
and Temple Universities, among
others, teaching Screenwriting,
Cinema and American Studies.
His cinema work is in the perma-
nent collection of MOMA: The
Museum of Modern Art in New
York City.

For more information, wisit
ARMcinema25.com. Len Lear can
be reached at lenlear@chestnuthilllo-
cal.com
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1. Decorate the outside of your house for the holiday

2. Step back and admire your work

3. Take a picture of your home lit up for the holidays

4. Go to chestnuthilllocal.com, click on the Holiday House Lights ad and
follow the directions for uploading your picture

5. Vote for you favorite holiday house. You can vote once per day for the
duration of the contest.

6. Tell your friends and neighbors to vote online as well.

Share the link to the contest on your social media accounts.

8. Enjoy the holidays!

You can post photos starting now through Sunday, December 15th.
Voting will take place through December 19th.
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Boxly: A botanical legacy survives in Chestnut Hill

igging around in the rich
Dhistory of Chestnut Hill

and vicinity sometimes
takes us on unexpected journeys.
That is certainly the case with
Boxly, the prominent local estate
that survives today in engaging
ways.

The most visible surviving part is
the house that can be partly seen
from either West Gravers Lane or
Rex Avenue, grandly overlooking

by George McNeely

the Wissahickon valley. It is but a
fragment of a far larger house built
in 1903-4 by Frederick Winslow
Taylor and designed by architect
Mantle Fielding, with spreading
wings of white stucco and a mas-
sive low-slung central portico.
Frederick Winslow Taylor was a
mechanical engineer who became
the father of “scientific manage-
ment.” His consulting advice con-
tributed to the successes of such
local industrial giants as Midvale
Steel and Bethlehem Steel. He
became rich and retired early to his

(Continued on page 25)

The garden facade of Boxly, designed by Mantle Fielding, overlooking the relocated box hedges. Only part of the house survives today.

Photo duo specializes in making dogs part of the big day

by Brenda Lange

hat do you do when
you're planning your
wedding and would

love your dogs — who are really
more like your children — to be a
part of the big day? How will you
get them there? How will you get
them home? Who will handle
them for you at the venue while
the photographer snaps away?

Enter Ashley Holt, 30, and
Ashley Summa, 29, and their new
business, Here Comes the Pup, a
service for “obsessive dog lovers”
— like them — who want their
special pets to be part of their spe-
cial day. “For us, our pets (each
woman has two dogs and were
both raised with pets) are family,
and we understand and want to
alleviate pet owners’ worries
about their canine children and
help them be part of the big day,”
they told us last week.

The duo provides transporta-
tion, water and potty breaks,

helps the photographer when it
comes time to pose the pets and
offers constant love and care. The
Conshohocken residents didn’t
know each other when they stud-
ied at St. Joseph’s University, but
they met and became friends after
graduation through their then-
boyfriends who happened to be
good friends.

The co-founders of Here
Comes the Pup do everything
together in growing their fledg-
ling business, which began last
summer. Holt, who has a black
lab/Bernese mountain mix named
Griffey and a Cavalier King
Charles spaniel, Buddy, owns a
pet care company named Paws
Up, also based in Conshohocken.

[t was her experience with Paws
Up (and various veterinarians
and a wide variety of dogs) and
her May wedding that inspired
the new business. “I wanted to
have my dogs in my wedding, but

(Continued on page 24)

Danny and Sara Rosenbaum, King of Prussia, celebrate their marriage with their Golden Retriever, Harper.
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Tips to declutter a child’s room to make way for play

by StatePoint Media

hile all the gear, clothes
and toys your kids pos-
sess are signs of a joyful

childhood, keeping it all orga-
nized is essential for health, safety
and even fun.

“Too many toy choices that are
unorganized can make it difficult to
find a toy to play with at all,” says
Keri Wilmot, pediatric occupation-
al therapist and an expert contribu-
tor to TheGeniusofPlay.org.
“What’s more, the chaos can pose
various safety hazards.”

Organization is more conducive
to playtime, which is why Wilmot
and The Genius of Play, an initia-
tive whose mission is to raise aware-
ness about the importance of play
and help parents make it a critical
part of raising kids, are offering
eight tips to clean up the inevitable
clutter:

e Provide Bins: Use bins to help
kids organize toys, art supplies and
games, keeping size in mind -- the
bigger the bin, the harder it is to
locate specific toys or objects.
While clear bins are great for clos-
ets by making it easy for kids to
identify their contents, color-coded
or decorative bins are more visually
appealing options for the playroom.

® Make Smart Furniture Choic-
es: Shelving lets children see what's
available to play with, however toys
that require adult assistance are
best stored in closed bins inside a
cabinet or closet that’s inaccessible
to kids. Closed cabinets have the
added benefit of reducing the
appearance of clutter. Make sure to
secure shelves or furniture to the
wall for safety so they can’t tip over.

e Rotate Toys: Rotating toys’
placement inside storage areas will
remind kids of all the fun toys they
have, and is an excellent boredom-
prevention tool.

® Donate: Before holidays, birth-
days or other occasions when kids
are showered with gifts, talk to your
child about what toys are no longer
used and give them a second life by
passing them on to a neighbor or
friend with a younger child or by
donating them to a charitable orga-
nization. Throw away any toys that
are broken, hazardous or recalled.

e Use Space Wisely: While big
toys like kitchens and playhouses
offer up fun, they can take up a lot
of playroom real estate. Opt for
alternatives that can be taken
down when not in use, like pop-up
tents, tunnels and playhouses.

e Schedule Clean-Up: Set a
clean-up schedule that gives kids a
role in sorting and putting items
back into their correct places.
Make a game of it by turning on
tunes and seeing who's the fastest.

e Get Toys off the Floor: Step-
ping on certain toys can be painful.
A child-sized table offers a stable
surface for building brick structures
and other creations, plus it gets
small toys off the floor.

e Use Walls: Maximize space
and creativity by installing a white-
board or chalkboard to use as an art
surface. Walls are also a good place
to store shelving for books.

Decluttering play areas pays off,
giving kids more opportunities to
play and learn safely.

Parents searching for more play
ideas and expert tips like these can visit
TheGeniusofPlay.org  or  follow
@GeniusofPlay on Facebook and
Instagram.

[A]
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JUMP INTO PHILLY’S FALL
LEAF RECYCLING PROGRAM

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12 THROUGH SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21.

During the six-week program, bagged leaf drop-off will be offered
city-wide on Saturdays only (except for November 16th and 30th)
from 9 AM to 3 PM at the 13 locations listed. Mechanical leaf
collection will be offered in areas with a high concentration of leaves.

Bagged leaf drop-off collection tips:
» Leaves must be placed in large brown biodegradable paper bags.

+ Never mix trash or other recyclables with bagged leaves.

Mechanical collection area tips:

+ Have leaves ready for collection by 7:00 AM Monday for each
week of mechanical collection.

« If possible, move your vehicle to an off-street location on your
scheduled collection day.

Drop-off Locations:

+ Pennway St. & Cottman Ave. + American St. & Thompson St.
(Jardel Ree) - Broad St. & Christian St.

* 15th St. & Bigler St. = Castor Ave. & Foulkrod St.

* 43rd St & Powelton Ave. + Cathedral Rd. & Ridge Ave.

% ME00 Wiayne Aug, . Corinthian Ave. & Poplar St.
(Happy Hollow Rec. Ctr.)

+ 54th St. & Woodbine Ave.
» 7901 Ridgeway St. (Fox Chase Rec.)

+« Graver Ln. & Seminole St.
* Washington Ln. & Ardleigh St.

For details, drop-off locations, and schedules, call 311 or visit

PHILADELPHIASTREETS.COM/LEAVES

City of g‘
Philadelphia MR R




Chestnut Hill Local | Thursday, December 5, 2019

Page 23

Discover a community

THAT EMBODIES THE NEIGHBORHOOD
YOU'VE LOVED FOR GENERATIONS.

NOW PRE-LEASING | OPENING EARLY 2020

When looking for a new place to call home, consider a place that will make you feel like
you're already there. From an architectural style that reflects the neighborhood’s historic
charm to the joys of all-inclusive amenities, creative dining experiences and thoughtfully
curated events, Atria Lafayette Hill is purposefully designed to serve Montgomery County
families for generations to come.

Join us for lunch and a look at senior living options, benefits and costs, including advice
from a financial planner.

WHAT TO KNOW WHEN CONSIDERING SENIOR LIVING
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12 | NOON TO 3 PM

Green Valley Country Club | 201 Ridge Pike | Lafayette Hill

RSVP by December 9 at 267.289.2331

(j@a LAFAYETTE HILL

MODERN SENIOR LIVING | MEMORY CARE
9303 RIDGE PIKE | PHILADELPHIA | ATRIALAFAYETTEHILL.COM

] tria Senior Living is a proud member
v of the U.S. Green Building Council ® USGBC" and the related logo are trademarks owned by the U.S. Green Building Council and are used with permission.

B
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Photo duo specializes in making dogs
part of the big day

(Continued from page 21)

Ashley [Summa] was a brides-
maid, and I had no one who could
handle them without missing part
of the wedding,” she said.

And Summa, who is getting
married in October of 2020,
knows she will be including her
pets, Penny, a black lab, and
Louis, a shih tzu, in the event,
although she is still figuring out
the logistics because the wedding
will be held in Cape May, New
Jersey.

Conshohocken is such an ani-
mal-friendly town, and dogs are
welcome almost everywhere.
Some restaurants even have dog
menus, they said. Including one’s
pooch in one’s nuptials just
seemed like a natural extension.
And word is spreading quickly.
The women have participated in
two bridal shows so far, and they
said the feedback they’re getting
has been all positive.

“The brides love it,” said Sum-
ma, who added that they are
building the business slowly. Cur-

rently, Here Comes the Pup offers
hourly packages and custom fees,
with additional pricing for more
than one dog. Every quote is cus-
tomized on top of the hourly base
rate. They will travel as far north
as Scranton and east to the Jersey
shore.

“With every package, we meet
and greet the bride and groom
and the dog or dogs,” said Holt.
“We pick up and transport to the
wedding and home again, usually
for the photos beforehand.” Dur-
ing the event and once home,
they will walk the pet(s) and
make sure they have water breaks.
Although weddings are the most
popular event they cater, the two
are also available for engagement
shoots, birthday parties, bar mitz-
vahs and more.

Their first wedding dog was
Remmy, a labradoodle, who wore
a classy bandana proclaiming, “I
do too!” He was well-behaved,
but not all pups are calm during
something so stressful as a wed-
ding ceremony and all the atten-

dant managed chaos.

Recently, a client wanted Holt
to walk her dog down the aisle,
but she declined because she
knew the dog, a client of Paws
Up, might be spooked by all the
people.

“Every dog is different, and it’s
important to know the dog’s per-
sonality and level of training,”
stressed Holt. “There are crowds
at a wedding, and it’s exhausting
for them. If you know your dog
likes to jump and is maybe not
great with commands, just
remember that you'll be wearing a
wedding dress!”

Here Comes the Pup’s website
(herecomesthepuppa.com) is still
under construction, but the Ash-
leys can be reached at herecomes-
thepuppa@gmail.com. You can
also visit them on Facebook at
facebook.com/herecomesthepuppa

Brenda Lange, an area freelance
writer, was the editor of the Chestnut
Hill College magazine.

DWYER

SINCE 1875

Home Heating Oil Delivery
Oil and Gas System Service and Installation
A/Cand Heat Pump Service and Installation
Plumbing Services

Ductless Split (Mini) AC/ Heat Pump Systems

Service Contracts Available

(215) 248-4300

www.dwyerhomecomfort.com

f

PA HIC#006313

Help make your

poinsettias

oinsettias are synonymous
Pwitb the holiday season.

These colorful plants bright-
en up homes with their vibrant
hues in variations of red, white
and pink, making them a holiday
decoration many people cannot
live without.

While they’re most visible dur-
ing the often-chilly holiday sea-
son, poinsettias prefer warm
weather. Poinsettias are native to
Central America and originally
flourished in an area of southern
Mexico. The Aztecs used the
plant for decorative and medici-
nal purposes.

The poinsettia may have
remained a regional plant if not
for the efforts of Joel Roberts
Poinsett, who was the first United
States Ambassador to Mexico
under President James Madison.
Poinsett, who would later found
the Smithsonian Institution, had
a love of botany and became
enamored with the brilliant red
plants he saw in Mexico. Eventu-
ally, Poinsett began growing the
plants at home in South Caroli-
na, and friends and others soon
coveted them.

Poinsettias are beautiful and
the bracts (modified leaves) can
be vibrantly colored. That signa-
ture vibrancy is why many people
would like to preserve their poin-
settias to last beyond the New
Year, which is possible with the
right care. The following are
some tips, courtesy of Mother
Nature’s Network, Habersham
Gardens, Oregon Live and
Phoenix Flower Shops, to keep
poinsettias thriving past the holi-
day season.

e Start with healthy plants that

last longer

have full leaves, bracts and deep
colors.

e Poinsettias do best when the
temperature is between 65 and 75
E Temperatures below that or
drafts from cold windows can
cause leaves to drop.

e Position the plant in a room
that gets indirect sunlight for at
least six hours per day. If direct
sunlight can’t be avoided, diffuse
the light with a sheer curtain.

e Poinsettias need well-drained
soil. Overwatering or allowing
roots to sit in wet soil can cause
the leaves to fall off prematurely.
Water thoroughly only when the
pot looks dry. In households with
temperatures around 70 F the
plant should be watered about
once a week.

e Fertilize the plant after the
blooming season with a balanced,
all-purpose fertilizer.

e Try placing poinsettias in or
near a bathroom, as they prefer
high humidity.

It may be possible to get poin-
settias to rebloom next season.
Allow the poinsettias to dry out a
little more in the spring. In May,
cut about four inches from each
stem to produce a lush, full plant
during the winter. The plants can
be moved outside in June and dur-
ing the summer, but keep them
away from direct sunlight.

Return the poinsettias indoors
beginning around October. Make
sure the plants get at least 12
hours of darkness per day for
around eight weeks in October
and November. This will help
them develop a deep hue and
bloom on time for Christmas.

Call BQ for a thorough
assessment of your basement,

crawlspace and concrete.

We will get ahead of any water or mold problems
BEFORE a home inspector flags your home for a
costly repair! We promise to get your home
through a clean inspection!

WE FIX:

Basement water issues « Humidity and mold
issues ¢ Crawlspace issues * Rotted beams
Sagging floors ¢ Cracked or bowing walls

Uneven concrete

e

The Basement, Crawl Space, Foundation Repair
& Concrete Specialists™

ln-

Call us for a FREE ESTIMATE

215-764-3078

BQBasementsystems.com
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Boxly: A botanical legacy survives in Chestnut Hill

(Continued from page 21)

estate in Chestnut Hill.

His chosen architect, Mantle
Fielding, a graduate of German-
town Academy, had modest archi-
tectural training but became a
prominent architect, designing
such local landmarks as the Ger-
mantown Cricket Club and houses
in Germantown, Chestnut Hill
and on the Main Line. His designs
for Boxly were in a subdued,
Anglo-American colonial style
well-suited for a resourceful Gilded
Age entrepreneur in austere Quak-
er Philadelphia.

Much of that house was later
demolished, but a lovely section
remains as a private house, with a
range of gardens, walls and out-
buildings, including the now sepa-
rately owned house that was
originally constructed as the Grape
House.

But we must go back to the early
19th century to understand how
those pieces connect.

In 1803, John Du Barry, a
Frenchman escaping the confu-
sions of the Napoleonic Wars,
bought what was then a large tract
of land on the west side of Chest-
nut Hill. He planted numerous
mulberry trees in order to partici-
pate in the expanding silk industry.

That silk industry began in Chi-
na several millennia before Christ,
but gradually spread west along the
Silk Route to new markets, includ-
ing India, the Middle East, Italy
and eventually, of course, luxury-
loving France. Each market in turn
struggled to protect its trade in the
precious substance but inevitably
lost control.

The French, notoriously monop-
olistic, established Lyon as their
center for silk production in the
16th century, but then lost control
with the disastrous revocation of
the Edict of Nantes by Henry [V in
1685, which scattered hundreds of
thousands of French (Protestant)
Huguenots to England, the Low
Countries and The New World.
(Religious zealots please take
note.) A number of the Huguenots
refugees were in the silk industry,
and they re-energized the silk busi-
ness that had been launched by
King James I in both England and
its colonies earlier in that century.

Industrious Philadelphia farmers
and merchants had periodically
promoted the local silk trade,
including James Logan (of Sten-
ton), Benjamin Franklin and
Robert Morris, best known as the
financier of the Revolution. Du
Barry’s mulberry trees in Chestnut
Hill continued that tradition and
many survived through the 19th
century as the local silk industry
grew.

But unexpectedly, it was his
planting of box bushes that created
another legacy at Boxly.

Box bushes originated around
the Mediterranean and were reput-
edly spread to Western Europe by
the Romans. They became

SUBSCIBE to THE LOCAL

We'll keep you

UP TO DATE

with Local news!
Call 215-248-8813
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THE FLAN OF THE NEW GCARDEN
Fripaved by Meisrs, Omared Brovbess

Design by Olmstead Brothers of the re-organized gardens at Boxly, showing the
main house (upper right corner) and the Grape House (lower right corner).

favorites in Italian and French for-
mal gardens of the Renaissance
and Baroque periods, including
famously at Versailles. Box had lit-
tle commercial value, but Du Barry
was following his native tradition
by planting generous box gardens
at his estate in Chestnut Hill.
Those box bushes grew over the
century through the subsequent
owners. In 1903, when Taylor
bought that estate, he engaged the
noted New York firm of Olmstead
Brothers to redesign his pleasure
gardens, including moving those
fully-grown and unruly box hedges.
Volume 4 of the “House & Gar-
den” book series, produced by
Conde Nast Publishing in 1903,
describes at length the transforma-
tion of Du Barry’s gardens for Tay-
lor, including the wholesale

moving of mature box hedges to
better align with Fielding’s impres-
sive new house. The accompany-
ing text and photographs explain
that “all of this design was to be
with an acre of box, beautifully
manicured but of wildly crooked
growth.”

The text describes that a “pande-
monium of labor now prevails amid
a confusion of green verdure, men
and horses, freshly turned earth,
scaffolding and gear in which only
a sharp observer can picture the
new garden which is in the mak-
ing.”

The workmen dug trenches to
enclose the huge mature box
hedges and their accompanying
root balls in rectangular wood
frames that were hoisted and
moved by horses to the desired new

Quality Work at an Honest Price

HENKEL ROOFING

New Roofs ¢ Repairs

q‘ * Slate * Aluminum Siding .
‘/ * Shingle « Seamless Gutters ~ * Residential
* Hot Asphalt  * Downspouts e Commercial
* Rubber All Type of * Apartments
* Slag h
* Roof Insulation Skyl’ghts

| Fully Insured FREE ESTIMATES

(o)
l O

Deal Direct with Owner

215-482-4445

'MEMBER
All Work Guaranteed
—License #000030—

EASTERN
PENNSYLVANIA
BUREAU

[ BASEMENT I’lllS C0—

...Plus We Waterproof

B Get your basement dry

and odor free
B Repair old crumbling walls
B Sump pumps & French drains
B New windows
m Clean paint and flooring
B Eliminate mold and mildews

DIY TV

...Plus We Renovate
B Redesign your basement

B Drywall, drop ceilings and
closets
B New bathroom

215.233.4598

insured & Licensed  WWW.DASEMeNtPIUS.CoM  rree cstimates

Meyer Woodworks

Design ¢ Fabrication
Installation

Custom Cabinetry * Bathroom vanities, Closets & Medicine

cabinets Shutterse Period Architectural Reproductions
Doors * Windows ¢ Gates ¢ Mantels
Custom Entertainment Centers ¢ Moldings * Repairs

Glenside, Pa 19038  215-793-0251

Custom

Millshop

positions. It was a very ambitious
(and likely expensive) process that
reused those over grown box bush-
es in a newly created garden. Tay-
lor was clearly proud of his
rearranged box hedges and named
his new house “Boxly” in their
honor.

Taylor died in 1916 and his
dream gardens were then divided.
The main house survived for sever-
al decades, but was eventually
reduced in size.

The nearby eponymous Grape
House, built by Du Barry in the
early 19th century, featured a long
central greenhouse framed by a
pair of two-story pavilions perhaps
modeled on magnaneries (French
sericulture buildings). Descriptions
from the 19th century mention
that the front of the ensemble was
beguilingly overgrown with French
climbing roses.

That part of the Boxly estate was
later bought by noted landscape
designer Frederick W.G. Peck.
Peck earmned a Bachelor of Land-
scape Architecture from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania in 1933
and went on to design numerous
gardens in the mid-Atlantic

region, including those at Pastorius
Park, Chestnut Hill Hospital and
the Kahn-Esherick House. A par-
ticular favorite is his design of the
famed Azalea Gardens to the west
of the Philadelphia Museum of
Art. The Chestnut Hill Conser-
vancy honored his legacy in 2012
by organizing a day of tours of his
nearby gardens.

He converted the Grape House
into a charming residence for his
family, overlooking parts of the for-
mal gardens that were reorganized
from Du Barry’s original layouts by
Olmstead Brothers for Taylor.
Peck’s son, noted naturalist, writer
and historian Robert McCracken
Peck, continues to live there with
his family.

We are blessed to live surround-
ed by such rich natural and man-
made landscapes. Winter, when
the leaves are down, is an excellent
time to explore and admire both
architecture and such landscape
designs that may normally be hid-
den from view.

$ave
Subscribe to the Local
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ANERO & Sopy

MASONRY

* Specializing in Stonework ©

NS, e

Patios Terraces Walkways
Stone Retaining Walls Built & Repaired
Stone & Brick Pointing

Serving the Chestnut Hill area for more than 50 years

Free Estimates | 215-885-3711

Licensed & Insured

DENNIS F. MEYER, INC.

General Contractor
TEL 215-793-0250

WWW.DFMEYERINC.COM
Email: Info@dfmeyerinc.com

Carpenter-Builder
Custom Mill Work
Renovations-Additions

HIC#PA028727-Phila#22104

3119 E. Pennsylvania Ave.
Glenside, PA 19038

Your Old House &
Millwork Experts

mention the Phillie Phanatic...

H
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Fire Engines, Marching Bands, Choirs, Antique Cars,
Horses, Local Schools, Santa Claus...and did we

Save the Date' /,.,:-

Jhe Cheatnut FHll Community

OLIDAY PARADE

Proudly Presented By The
Chestnut Hill Community Assoc.

WHERE: On our Avenue (beginning at Rex & Germantown, ending at The Fareway)
WHY: To Celebrate the Season with Family, Friends, Neighbors & Community.
Come Get Your Photo with Santa!
WHO: Come one, Come all...Please let us know
if your Family or Organization would like to march

For more mformatlon contact us at mfo@chestnuthlll org
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Local Classitieds

JOBS * HOMES * SERVICES * RENTALS - MERCHANDISE

PLACE AN AD: 215-248-8818
E-MAIL: classifieds@chestnuthilllocal.com

DEADLINE:

Mondays at noon

PAYMENT ACCEPTED:
e Cash * Check * Mastercard
*Visa * AmEXx ¢ Discover

OFFICE LOCATION:
8434 Germantown Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19118

Online at: www.chestnuthilllocal.com

ART SERVICES

HELP WANTED

CHESTNUT HILL ART & DESIGN
In-house design team of the
Chestnut Hill Local
We provide full
graphic design services.
Design for print and web,
brochures, corporate identity,
posters, trade show banners,
illustrations, photography and
more.

215-754-9597

COMPUTER
SERVICES

Any IMAC or PC PROBLEMS?
Home and Small Business,
Setup, Repairs, Installs,
Virus/Spyware, Upgrades,
Training, Wireless,Sales,
Backup Plans, Phone, iPad.

Call Tim
iHelp Computer Services
215-869-5185

MT. AIRY TECH
Expert service for your computer,
phonef/tablet, and home office

215-645-2594
mtairytech.com
We make house calls!

Full range of IT services, technology
coaching, training, and more.

HEALTH

ARE YOU OR ANYONE YOU
KNOW UNABLE TO SHOP OR
PREPARE MEALS FOR A
FIXED OR INDEFINITE
AMOUNT OF TIME?
CONTACT:
MEALS-ON-WHEELS OF
CHESTNUT HILL.
215-233-5555
info@chestnuthillmow.org

CERTIFIED & LICENSED
MASSAGE THERAPIST
Relief from stress, chronic pain &
tension, headaches, injuries, inflam-
mation & edema, Pfrimmer Deep
Muscle Therapy, Crossfiber Correc-
tive Muscle Therapy, Vodder Manual
Lymph Drainage, DeepFeet Ashi-
atsu. BCTMB, AMTA. Gift Certs.

Jonathan Sills: 215-233-2680

HELP WANTED

BURKE BROTHERS LANDSCAPE
DESIGN/BUILD IS GROWING!
COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

We are looking for experienced
landscape crew members and
laborers. Full time positions.
Visit our website to complete an
application or give us a call.
www.burkebrothers.com/careers
215-887-1773

CARE COORDINATOR

Human Touch Home Care, Ltd. a
Pennsylvania licensed non-medical
in-home care company, has an im-
mediate opening for a

Weekend Care Coordinator

one weekend per month - to work
from home handling requests for
service with on-call hours from Fri-
day at 5 pm to Monday at 8 am.

This individual will become part of
the team of employees of an estab-
lished home care company founded
in 2005, based in Flourtown, Pa.
Successful candidate will have:

* College degree and/or knowledge
& experience in geriatrics

* Excellent phone manner, be highly
efficient & remain calm under stress
* Driver’s license and a car

*Actively demonstrate Human
Touch Home Care’s philosophy of
customer service and respect for
others.

Training at our Flourtown office.

Excellent pay

Fax resume and cover to:
215-836-1180 or
call 215-233-0676 M-F 9a-4p

CALL
215-248-8813
to subscribe today!

PART-TIME DRIVER (female pref.)
I live in Lafayette Hill and am unable
to drive. Looking for a sincere,
helpful, fun person to help me with
errands, appts, mostly local, pick-up
at CH West, etc. Need per week
varies, after work, and an occasional
Saturday morning. Current drivers
license and references please.
Please call Margie, 610 406-1336

LOST & FOUND

COMMUNITY
LOST AND FOUND
at the Local

ltems that have been found in the
Chestnut  Hill vicinity are often
brought to the Local’s office. Check
with us if you have lost keys, a
phone, etc. or stop by to look
through our lost and found boxes.

Recently lost or found items will be
featured in this ad

Call 215-248-8800 or stop by our
office: 8434 Germantown Avenue
2nd floor

FOUND TWO KEYS
Turned in on 11/6.
Found on the 100 block of
W. Springfield Avenue

Call 215-248-8800

PETS

CUSTOMIZED CARE FOR ALL
YOUR CRITTERS!
WISSAHICKON PET MINDERS
Walks, Hikes,
Dog Training,
Overnight &
Vacation services
215-688-6552
www.wissahickonpetminders.com
wissahickonpetminders @ gmail.com

FURRY BUDDIES
IN HOME SERVICES

love gnd care
when you’re not there!

215836 2738 Furry-Buddies.com

o

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT

“CHESTNUT HILL & MT. AIRY
RENTALS”

GEORGE WOODWARD CO.
WWW.GEORGEWOODWARDCO.COM
to view available properties

CH Stone Twin: 5+ BR / 3.5 BA,
gas heat, large enclosed vyard.
$3,200 per month.

Available January, 2020 or sooner.
W. Mt. Airy Apt. near Wissahickon
Park, first floor, 3+ BR / 2.5 BA,
hrdwd flrs, granite countertops in
kitchen, laundry in unit. $3,000 per
month.

Available mid-December, 2019.
CH 1/BR Apt. $1400 per month,
hardwood flrs, C/A, Laundry onsite,
off-street parking.

Available mid-December, 2019.

Call Barb to schedule an
appointment to see a property at
215-247-5700

CHESTNUT HILL
Spacious 2 floor apartment.
Newly renovated,

2 bedroom, washer/dryer,
central air, hardwood floors,
microwave, dishwasher,
rear yard with patio,
parking in rear.

Day: 215-247-7706
After 6: 610-724-5841

Chestnut Hill Townhouse
HUGE 1 BDR/1.5 BATH
TAVISTOCK
Multi-level.1100 sf. Open floor plan
with f/p, cathedral ceiling, loft, C/A,
off-st. pkg. Avail. 12/1 or sooner
No pets. $1750 + utilities

Contact: Newart01@aol.com
or Text: 215-868-0933

EAST MERMAID LANE
4 bedroom apartment
on three floors.

1.5 baths, laundry.
Full basement
Older Victorian building,
Private yard.
Available January
$1700 + utilities
215-247-0670

*** EQUAL HOUSING ***
All real estate advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Hous-
ing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination because of
race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national ori-
gin, or intention to make any such
preferences, limitation, or discrimi-
nation.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that
all dwellings are available on an
equal opportunity basis.
Fair Housing Council of Suburban
Philadelphia,
866-540-FAIR (3247)

3 BEDROOM APARTMENT
AVAILABLE IN
ORELAND
OUTSIDE & INSIDE
STORAGE SPACE AVAILABLE

Call for details
215-375-2001 or 215-470-0737

BEAUTY IN WYNDMOOR
Fully furnished, one floor living.
L/R has bay+fpl., dining room
White/stainless kit; laundry
Big cath fam rm has fpl & exit
to patio. Lg bdrm, 2 full baths,
Den, 1 garage, sec syst. NO pets!
Dec.-May 1: $1750/mo + Utils.
Owner is a licensed PA. realtor
For appt. call: 215-313-1914

WWW. CHESTNUTHILL
LOCAL.com

GARDEN STYLE
APARTMENT COMPLEX
In Mount Airy
Nice 1 bedroom apts. available
Utilities included except electric

Leave message for
Sprague Court Rentals:
215-842-2500

RENTAL PROPERTIES
AVAILABLE

FLOURTOWN
4 bdrm 3 bath - Hse - $1750+
GLENSIDE
6x10 storage lockers $85
LOWER GWYNEDD
2 Bdrm 2 Bath - Hse - $1900+
MANAYUNK
4 Bdrm 1 Bath - Hse - $1850+
NORRISTOWN
1 Bdrm 1 Bath - Apt - $860+
2 Bdrm 1 Bath - Apt - $960+

DAN HELWIG, INC. REALTORS
1415 Bethlehem Pike
Flourtown, PA 19031

215-233-5000
www.DanHelwigRealtors.com

W. MT. AIRY

Large 1 Bedroom Apartment
in Victorian building,
Yard, porch, basement storage
$885 includes heat

610-649-3836

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT
COMMERCIAL

AT TOP OF HILL
Great office location for profes-
sional, w/full bath & ample storage.
Shared waiting room, kitchen & pow-
der rm. In beautiful bldg. w/courtyard
& French doors leading to garden.

1 block to Ave. & CH West Train.
$625/mo. includes all utilities
215-348-7332
lacarlino@comcast.net

CO-WORKING OFFICE

AND CUBICLE SPACE

available at 40 West Work Space in
Chestnut Hill. Amenities include
conference rooms, full kitchen, WiFi,
copier, printer, phones and security.
Excellent location across from the
Chestnut Hill West train station.
Please contact Karen
215-247-2400 x 104
admin@bluehillpartners.com
40westchestnuthill.com

Commercial Office Space
Fully furnished 14x12 office w/
shared reception, kitchen, bathroom
& conference room. Shared space is
in law firm near CH East train sta-
tion. Second floor.

$850/mo incl. utilities.
Smaller office (10x14) also avail.
$725/month includes utilities
Call Sam 215-242-3830

SPRINGFIELD TWP.

Space for rent on ground floor
Lots of natural light!
Perfect for use as class space -
physical therapy, exercise, yoga

Call for details
215-375-2001 or 215-470-0737

SERVICES
CLEANING

1-A CLEANING BY JIMMY
SPRING CLEANING
Reliable. Thorough. Experienced.
1 DO THE WORK MYSELF
Residential & Commercial
Weekly & Bi-weekly
Chestnut Hill references available
215-284-5293
cleaningbyjimmy@yahoo.com

Have a sparkly clean home
for the holidays!

Call Not Just Housekeeping
at (267) 495-4133 or email
amy.notjusthousekeeping@gmail.com

In-home estimates. Bonded and in-
sured. For a full list of services, find
us on Facebook.

MAID MARIAN!

Will clean your Castle.
Excellent references
Reasonable rates
(works well with
other Princesses)

10% Off Dungeons & Moats.
Call about our New Line of Services!
trinleytsojong3@hotmail.com
215-260-9552

WE DO WINDOWS!
Windows Cleaned
Inside and Out
Storm windows, no problem.

POWER WASHING
Gutters cleaned also

Ask for JOHN
215-483-2806

WINDOW CLEANING
SPECIALISTS
GUTTER CLEANING
REPAIRS AND INSTALLATION
POWER WASHING
ALL EXTERIORS
Free Estimates - Local References
Licensed and Insured
WILLIAM GALLAGHER
215-641-9231

Need an
apartment?

FIND ONE IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES
ELECTRICIANS

“A-1 REPAIRS”
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1978
SCOTT’S ELECTRIC
New work
Old work
All repairs
Local references available
PA 041884
Emergency Service Calls Welcomed
215-817-0239

“COUTTS
ELECTRICAL SERVICE”
Residential
Commercial
Free Estimates
and Ideas!
a 30 yrs. Experience
-0 #PA 061293
Please Call: 215-481-9595

ANTON ELECTRIC, INC.

The Knob and Tube
Rewiring Experts

For all your lighting, power and
electrical service needs.

215-836-9600
www.antonelectricinc.com

J.F. ELECTRIC
Industrial, Commercial
and
Residential Wiring

215-887-0443

JOSEPH FARRINGTON
Lic. #C86523

SERVICES
FLOORS

HARDWOOD FLOORS
OLD FLOORS SANDED
REFINISHED LIKE NEW
New floors laid & finished.
Free estimates.

A trusted family business
for over 60 years.
Ask about our dust
evacuation system.
JONATHAN PERA
215-643-9669
www.perahardwoodfloors.com

SERVICES
HOME-
IMPROVEMENT

“NO JOB TOO SMALL”

Call MIKE
215-886-5979 - 267-626-7326
HANDYMAN-HOME
IMPROVEMENTS
GUTTER CLEANING
Carpentry, cement & brickwork,
painting, kitchens, bathrooms, gen-
eral odd jobs. Specializing in houses

for sale.  PAO#24800

A.W. COUTTS
CONTRACTING, INC.

General Contractor/Carpenter

All Types of
Home Improvements
Free Estimates

215-880-4647
awcoutts@aol.com
Licensed & Insured
Reg. #PA079452

CERAMIC TILE
TOBY GIOVINAZZO

TILE - MARBLE
Baths, Kitchens, Foyers
Residential and Commerecial
26 Years Experience.
Free Estimates

215-233-0294

CHRIS CAWLEY REMODELING
215-233-0809
CUSTOM CARPENTRY
Drywall, Decks, Ceramic Tile,
Basements, Replacement
Windows/Doors,
Kitchens/Baths/Additions
Free Estimates -
Licensed - Insured
Reg. # PAOAGHIC:004927

CUSTOM WORK IN
OLDER HOMES

Home renovation,
restoration and repair
Serving and based in Northwest
Philadelphia since 2001
Fully licensed and insured
(215) 849-2003
www.CalebSchodt.com

SERVICES
FRAMING

SERVICES
LANDSCAPING

Museum Quality Picture Framing *
* Home or Office Consultations *
* Insured Delivery and Installation *
* Artist and Designer Discounts *
* Free Written Quotes *
www.custompictureframer.com
249 N Keswick Ave., Glenside PA
215-572-0679
“Highest Quality & Honest Pricing”

“ERIC RODRIGUEZ”
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
215-500-5215
*Storm Damage Clean-up
* Fall Clean Up, * Planting
* Mulching * Slit Seeding,

* Grass Cutting, * Tree & Shrub
Pruning. Free Estimate - Local Ref.
Snow Removal - Gutter Cleaning
Now Doing FENCES

SERVICES
HOME-
IMPROVEMENT

“A Basement Waterproofing
Contractor”
Fully insured with
local references

Sub-Floor Drainage Systems
(French drains)

Crawl Space Waterproofing
Basement Wall Repairs & Coatings
Foundation Crack Injection
Battery Back Up Systems
Sump Pump Installation

Jamison Basement Waterproofing
A division of Jamison Home Services, LLC
Reg.# PA5369
215-885-2424
www.jamisonwaterproofing.com

Prompt, Free, Courteous Estimates

“PATRICK MCGINTY”
Landscaping & Fall Cleanup.
REMOVAL OF STORM DEBRIS
Aeration & Feeding of Lawns
Fall Fertilizing, grass cutting, organic
fertilizing, Planting, Weeding,
Mulching, Pruning, Bed design.
Small tree work, Stone Walls.
Powerwashing.

30 yrs. exp. & refs. Free Estimates.
10% discount for seniors.
Call: 215-858-0971

————————————————
*SCOTT’S TREE SERVICE INC.*
All phases of tree work
Dlant health care
.. Certified Arborists
Fully Insured
Free estimates

215-233-4605
scottstreeserviceinc.com

A COMPLETE
CLEAN-UP and GENERAL
LANDSCAPING SERVICE

Mulching & grass cutting.
Core Aeration. Fall Clean Up.
Dependable. For free estimates
Call: Tom Regan
215-572-7222 or
267-978-4356, cell phone
tomregan2444@comcast.net

LOOKING FOR A HOUSE? FIND IT HERE!
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SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES
LANDSCAPING LOCKSMITH MASONRY PAINTING & PLASTERING MISCELLANEOUS
ARTFUL, INSPIRED GARDENS LOCKSMITH KEVIN WAGGLE LLC PAPERHANGING BONNER PLASTERING AUTO DETAILING

Original, low-maintenance designs
for small to mid-sized properties.
Skilled pruning & renovation. Crea-
tive solutions for problem areas,
deer damage too. 30 yrs. exp.
MICHAEL J. DARCY
PRIVATE GARDENS
215-233-0374
267-625-7354

EMERGENCY LOCK SERVICE
Bonded and Insured Since 1975
Security Lock Installations
Safe Service & Sales

FRED’S MOBILE LOCK SHOP
215-483-1302 - Philadelphia
215-628-4540 - Ft. Washington
610-525-2257 - Main Line/Consh.

BEAUTIFULLY MANICURED
YARDS
*Storm Damage
*Fall Clean Up
*Mulch, Edge & Weed Beds
*Lawn Cutting
*Shrub & hedge pruning
*Installation of Plants
Quality, Pride and Dependability.
MARTINEZ FAMILY
LANDSCAPING, LLC
CALL ARLENE: 267-686-3222

BURKE BROTHERS
LANDSCAPE DESIGN/BUILD
Landscape Design
Natural Stone Patios & Walkways
Expert Plantings
Full Property Maintenance
5 Star Rating on Houzz.com
Serving the area for 25 years
215-887-1773
www.burkebrothers.com

FALCONE AND SON
HARDSCAPING

ICPI Certified Installer
Custom patios,Walks & Walls. Stone
facing. Indoor/outdoor fireplaces.
Stone BBQs Ponds. Cleaning &
Sealing. 20 years Exp. Insured.
License #PA 098069 Quality Work
Free Estimates. 215-989-5002

falconeandson.com

McFARLAND TREE &
LANDSCAPE SERVICES
Complete Tree Care
Custom Pruning
Insect and Disease Management
Landscaping
Planting, Transplanting,Mulching
Certified Arborists
Fully Insured
215-844-TREE(8733)

MIKE REYNOLDS
LANDSCAPING
All Aspects of Landscaping:
Lawn maintenance,
Fertilization,
Planting,
Clean-ups,
Pavers.

215-233-3724

LOCKSMITH
Installations/Repairs
Residential/Commercial
ReKeying & Master Key Systems
215-836-0460
Howard F. Smith
Bonded & Insured
Associated Locksmiths of America

Brick & Stone Pointing
Completed Chimney Restoration

Stucco, brick & stone pointing,
caulking, water proofing,
complete chimney restorations &
basement water proofing.
215-938-8869
www.wagglerestoration.com

SERVICES
MOVING &
HAULING

SERVICES
MASONRY

*A Caring Masonry Contractor*
Brick & Stone Pointing
Chimney Repairs
Historic Restoration
Stucco Repairs & Installation
Flagstone & Concrete Work

Jamison Home Services, LLC
Reg.# PA5252
215-884-7000

www.jamisonhomeservices.com
Prompt, Free, Courteous Estimates

AAA1
A FREE cleanout service
will haul anything in
exchange for salvage.
30 years service

No Job Too Big.

Mr. Soler
484-639-7237

AN ATTIC, GARAGE, BASEMENT
CLEANOUTS
Homes & rental properties.
Also cleared at very
reasonable prices.
Available 7 days/week.

For fast service call John at:
484-707-7652
Lafayette Hill

ANDREW MC NALLY
CHIMNEY SPECIALIST
AND
MASONRY RESTORATION

andrewmcnally1963@yahoo.com

215-884-3009

DAVID M. KRMPOTICH, INC.
“THE GENTLEMAN MOVER”
**Home, Office & Apartment
**Piano Moving
**Hoisting **Packing & Unpacking
Local & Long Distance
PUC#A-00112055, ICC#350-344C

610-972-6093
thegentlemanmover.com

CALL JAMES G. CARDAMONE
MASONRY
Brick & Stone Pointing, Chimney
Repairs, Retaining Walls Built &
Repaired, Flagstone, Stucco,
Concrete, Basement Walls
Plastered & Waterproofed,
Glass Block Windows, Ceramic Tile.
Reasonable, licensed & insured
Local references, PA # 060401
215-887-9323
jamescardamonemasonry.com

JOHN’S HAULING/REMOVAL
Appliances. Pianos.
Furniture. Large screen TVs.
One piece or truckload.

7 days, last minute. Rain or shine.

215-357-1244

A BETTER PAINT JOB

isa
DENNIS McCAFFREY PAINT JOB
Interior - Exterior
Fully insured
Guaranteed Work
Years of Experience
Free Estimates
DENNIS McCAFFREY
PAINTING
215-247-8739
EMAIL. Dmcc10@msn.com

A GREENER APPROACH
TO YOUR PAINTING NEEDS!

TOM SPERANZA PAINTING
Local References.
20 Years Experience.

610-832-9162

BYRNES PAINTING
Of all the painters in this paper,
we believe we can offer
the highest quality
at a most moderate price.

Fully insured.

215-643-0899

Over 25 years Experience

Interior/Exterior
Water Damage Repairs
Patchwork
Free Estimates
Insurance
Patrick Bonner
Phone 215-233-8925

SERVICES
PLUMBING

DAVID PARKES COMPANY
Plumbing, Heating &
Air Conditioning

Custom Bathrooms
Radiant Heat - Drain Cleaning
High Efficiency Systems
Small Repairs
Lic # 36477
CALL: 267-228-1675

‘GREEN’ PAINTS USED
Alex Forjohn
TRANSFORMATION PAINTING
Interior/Exterior
Residential/Commercial
Home Improvements
Warranties Local References
License # PA068572
www.transformationpainting.net
215-870-7440

HOPHAN
PLUMBING & HEATING
24 hour service
Free estimates
Total Bathroom Renovations
(Tile, Carpentry, Electric)
Certified
Senior Citizen discounts
Call
215-481-0211

RYAN PAINTING LLC
. For all your
interior and exterior
painting needs.

¥ Ryan

100 Girard Avenue
Glenside, PA 19038
215-247-2111
ryanpainting1@aol.com

JAN W. VAN EEKELEN CO. INC.
Registered Plumbing & Heating

Residential & Commercial
Custom Kitchens & Bathrooms
Appliance Installations
Hot wtr. & steam heat install/repair
Serving Phila. & Montg. Co.

215-836-5169

SERVICES
ROOFING

SERVICES
PAINTING &
PAPERHANGING

SERVICES
PLASTERING

RODRIGUEZ
LANDSCAPE DESIGN, LLC
FULL LAWN SERVICES
Fall Clean Ups
Mulch/Stone/Topsoil
Planting/Weed Control
Pruning/Hedge Trimming
Lawn & Yard Renovation
Free Estimates for Fall & Winter
267-665-8649

CALL YANNI
Flagstone & Stone Pointing
Concrete, Brick and Stone Walls

“A” Rating on Angie’s List
Free Estimates & Insured.
PA 050431

215-393-5933
www.yannimasonry.com

* MOHR PAINTING *
First Class Interior and Exterior
Residential Painting.

Old Home Specialists.
Expert plaster repair.
Wallscraping.

Top quality workmanship.
Established 1945.
215-884-6770 - 215-699-6071
Cell: 215-266-9480

Advertise your business, rental,
job opening, items for sale in the

“A-1 WORKMANSHIP”
GALLEN PLASTERING, INC.
30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE.

* Restoration of Interior Walls,
Ceilings & Water Damage Repair.

* Expert in All Exterior Stucco/Dryvit,
Residential & Commercial.

* Insured, Free Estimates, Local
References. BBB Member

PAOAGHIC REG. # PA 32220
215-654-0313

“#1 ROOFING”

Have your job done right
the first time!

Call
McBRIEN CONTRACTING

Wyndmoor - 215-233-1150

Mobile to come to your home.

30 years experience,
good work
and reasonable rates.

Call James at
215-514-2593

COSTELLO’S TOWING
Cash - any junk car or truck*
Monday thru Friday
8 AM to 6 PM
Saturday
8 AM to Noon
*Prices change due to market
For service call:
215-457-2220
215-457-4242

EXTERMINATING

WHAT’S BUGGING YOU?
THE HILL EXTERMINATORS

215-896-4057

VOLUNTEERS

COMMUNITY
HELPING
COMMUNITY

The Chestnut Hill Local
is providing this space to help
local organizations who are
seeking volunteers to help with a
non-profit event or project.

For information on posting
your call for volunteers here,
call 215-248-8813
or email
leisha@chestnuthilllocal.com

SPECIAL OLYMPICS
SWIMMING PROGRAM

Thursday evening 7:30 to 8:30
Plymouth Whitemarsh
High School

Call Fred 215-836-2036

WANTED TO BUY

C.E. HOPKIN CO.

ROOFING IN CHESTNUT HILL
SINCE 1889
Shingles, Slate, Tile, Copper,
Cedar Shakes, Flat Roof Systems,
Gutters and Down Spouts.

Fully Insured - Free Consultations
Lic. #1212547
215-247-0114

BUYING OLD TOYS
Trains all makes. Disney items, toy
figures, antique Christmas decora-
tions, baseball cards, mechanical
banks, trucks, cars, wagons, boats,
fire engines, airplanes, windups,
farm toys, candy containers, pedal
cars, comic characters. Call with
OLD TOYS
GEORGE ¢ 610-687-1010

Look for the Fall/Winter issue of

Explore Chestnut Hill

your customers,

Available at over 50 businesses and municipal
locations around the area and online at
www.chestnuthilllocal.com/explore

Interested in becoming a distribution point?
It’s Glossy. It’s Informative. It’s Free!

To have Explore Chestnut Hill available for
call 215-248-8813

UChestnut Hill Local Classifieds
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

58 E. ABINGTON AVE.

CHESTNUT HILL OreN SuN 2-4 $360,000
Move right in to this three-bedroom home in the heart of vibrant Chest-
nut Hill. Warm, welcoming and thoughtfully updated. Renovated
kitchen, finished basement with new half-bathroom, large rear deck, off
street parking, and much more. Perfect for someone seeking a quiet and
friendly community while still just steps from parks, restaurants, shops
and transportation. Don’t miss it!

g i L
CHESTNUT HILL

$1,295,000
Gorgeous, fully restored Chestnut Hill Colonial with 5 bedrooms and 3.5
baths on a large corner lot. First floor guest room with full bath, first floor
office, gourmet kitchen with butler’s pantry, Sub-Zero refrigerator and Wolf
range, all bedrooms with large closets, covered front porch, finished base-
ment with wine cellar and 2-car attached garage. Walk to the shops of
Chestnut Hill, as well as 2 train stations for an easy commute to Center City.

ELKINS PARK $550,000
With over 4,000 square feet of living space, 807 Spring Avenue offers
large, sun-filled rooms, a to-die-for, newly renovated master suite and
an entertainer's pool paradise in the backyard.

REALTORS®

DRESHER $975,000
You will be hard pressed to find such an attractive four-acre homestead.
Already subdivided, it includes a five bedroom 18th century farmhouse, a
large renovated barn/carriage house with two bedrooms, a nature pond
full of frogs and birdsong, several outbuildings for storage, and even a sep-
arate lot with an older swimming pool. All this across from neighboring
Mondauk Common and within minutes of Route 309 and the shopping and
dining in Ambler and Montgomeryville.

FLOURTOWN $3,350,000
Presenting Willow Dam, an extraordinary property that has been thought-
fully expanded and updated for the discriminating buyer. Set on over 3
acres, the house features 8 bedrooms, 5 full and 3 half baths, original fire-
places, high ceilings, hardwood floors throughout, spectacular gourmet
kitchen, sunroom with flagstone floor, master suite with walk-in closet
and spa-like bath, wine cellar, pool, and so much more. All just a short dri-
ve from the shops and dining of Chestnut Hill.

3

WYNCOT $374,900
Coming soon! This spacious mid-century split level has been lovingly
improved while retaining many of its charming vintage features. Three bed-
rooms, three full baths, updated kitchen, sprawling patio, large owner's suite
with balcony and dual closets.

$169,900
This renovated 4 bedroom 1.5 bath. Featuring hardwood floors and recess
lighting throughout. New eat-in kitchen with stainless steel appliances,
granite countertops, cabinets, ceramic tile flooring, and marble wall tiling.
The master bedroom with a spacious closet and recess lighting. This home
features upgraded 200 amp electric, new windows, and central A/C and
much more.

ROXBOROUGH $409,900-539,990
Roxborough Reserve is made up of 30 single family homes and 10 attached
twins in this thoughtfully laid out new home development brought to you
by the award-winning Riverwards Group. Now is the time to pick your lot,
upgrades and finishes. Conveniently located close to Ivyridge Shopping
Centre, Shoprite, YMCA, local restaurants and public transportation. Just
minutes from Main Street in Manayunk! Spring 2020 delivery.

Rl

W. MT. AIRY $899,000
A rare opportunity to rehab this stunning Bi-Level mid-century stone home
across the street from Carpenter's Woods. 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths. The home
sits on a gorgeous landscaped 3/4 acre lot with attached 2 car garage. Walk
to the Wissahickon and enjoy the nearby picturesque villages of Mount Airy
and Chestnut Hill, shopping, restaurants and a short commute by 2 train sys-
tems to Center City. This home has it all so bring your contractor and design
your dream home! This property is being sold as is.

Philadelphia’s Market Leader in Chestnut Hill Since 1925

8400 Germantown Avenue, Suite 2, 215-247-3750
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