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support your local businesses this holiday season
HOLIDAY SHOPPING IN OLD TOWN

Dickens VillageOld Town

What are you doing this holiday?

The holidays are quickly approaching. Why not 
kick it off  with Old Town Dickens Village! 
Dickens Village is a free family friendly event 
with activities happening throughout Old 
Town. Before all the jolly festivities - the 
morning begins with Scrooge Scramble at 
10 a.m., a 5K run/walk through the heart of  
Old Town & Lansing River Trail.

December 3, 2011 
Noon - 5 p.m.

For complete list of  events and Scrooge 
Scramble registration, please visit 
www.iloveoldtown.org.

Dickens Village 

Beards & Mustache Competition

Gingerbread House Building
Favorites Café, 3-5pm

Holiday Card Making
Gallery 1212

Ornament Making
Girl Scouts Heart of  Michigan building

Grapevine Wreaths Making 
1215 Turner St., the Old Mustang building

Victorian Dress Up Photo Shoot
Perspective 2, 1-5pm

Puppet Show 
Art & Soul Photography

Wizard of  Oz Musical 
 226 E. Grand River, 3pm

Holiday Feast
Pablo's Panaderia

Holiday Carolers 
Performances throughout the day by: MSU Russian 
Chorus (1-2pm), Spartan Sur,  King's Melody, Shannon 
Hughes & Guitar (1-5pm)

Activities:
Hosted by GAFBO (Greater American Fierce Beard 
Organization. GAFBO will be showing off  their fierce 
beards, providing arts & crafts for the kids, & giving tips 
on how to get the perfect moustache. Located at 1215 
Turner St. at the Old Mustang building.
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Trusted by growers for over 28 years
www.superiorgrowers.com

“Like Us” online at:

SuperiorGrowersSupply

superiorgrowers

SGS IS NOW HIRING!   

West Lansing - 3928 W. Saginaw Hwy. .......... 517.327.1900

Livonia - 29220 Seven Mile Rd. ........................248.957.8421

Howell - 2731 E. Grand River Ave. ....................517.376.6843

NOW WITH FIVE LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
East Lansing - 4870 Dawn Ave. ..................... 517.332.2663

South Lansing - 5716 S. Pennsylvania Ave..... 517.393.1600

Your Store

 

 
 
 
Just another reason 
that SGS has been
trusted by growers 
for over 28 years.

At Superior Growers Supply, we learned 
long ago that growing plants and gardening

SGS sells plant growing supplies ALL YEAR LONG and,  
thanks to our volume and advance purchasing, most of 
them remain in-stock not only for gardeners during the 
typical growing season, but for those less than typical 
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City Pulse wins libel suit

Editor & Publisher

Berl
Schwartz

7 p.m. Wednesdays
This Week
Polit ical strategist Stephanie McLean and Equality 
Michigan Pride PAC’s Amy Hunter on 
gay candidates

Norbert Fernandez of  Operation 
Pedro Pan 

1% Interest Rate possible
including taxes & insurance

$685/mo. in Mason

The Olson Team
Keller Williams Realty

East Lansing
517-853-6432 direct

517-285-2080 cell
olsonteam1@kw.com

Really!Be informed! Some real estate firms may charge administration or 
compliance fees to you as a buyer or a seller. Commissions typically 
get paid by sellers but what about these other fees placed on buyers 
and sellers? We don't believe in "special fees". We believe in 
pro-active representation. 

Call ASAP as there are programs which require 6 months of participation.

Here's the small type!!

I'm trying to save my money before I buy...

[Warning]
THAT MAY WORK AGAINST YOU... let's talk!

"What is the Ingham County Land Bank (ICLB)?"
...As Realtors for ICLB we'd love to show you how they 
improve energy efficiency County-wide.

"What is the IDA, Gap Financing, City of Lansing DPA 
and how can it help me?

...This ad is not big enough to discuss but let’s talk!

An Ingham County judge has dis-
missed a libel suit against City Pulse 
by businessman Paul Vlahakis over a 
December 2009 story that reported 
that he was the county’s second biggest 
property tax delinquent.

Vlahakis’ main argument was that 
City Pulse had inaccurately reported on 
its cover that he owed property taxes. 
He argued that the taxes were owed by 
various LLCs, not by him.

But in a written opinion issued 
Thursday, Visiting Circuit Judge 
Richard D. Ball said, “The record in this 
case shows the description of plaintiff 
on the front cover of the publication, 
when read with the content of the arti-
cle, is substantially true.” City Pulse had 
argued that the substantial truth doc-
trine in libel law should prevail in this 
case. In libel law, truth is considered an 
“absolute defense” against libel claims. 
The substantial truth doctrine provides 
some defense in cases where published 
information may not be literally true.

In an earlier ruling on a motion by 
City Pulse, Ingham Circuit Judge Joyce 
Draganchuk indicated that Vlahakis had 
operated his LLCs in a way that negated 
his claim that the taxes were owed by 
the LLCs and not him.

“It shall be taken as true in this case 
that Plaintiff freely paid and managed the 
LLCs from his personal accounts and as 
an individual,” wrote Draganchuk, who 
went on medical leave this fall. Ball, who 
is a District Court judge in East Lansing, 
heard arguments on the motion by City 
Pulse for summary judgment.

Vlahakis was the managing member 
of three LLCs that were listed as the 
owners of property on which $327,288 
in taxes were declared delinquent in 
2009, according to the Ingham County 
treasurer. Most of the money was owed 
for 101 S. Washington Square, a high-
rise office and retail building on the 
southeast corner of Washington and 
Michigan Avenue. The delinquent taxes 
were paid in spring 2010, avoiding fore-
closure.

Michigan law prohibits the state 
from disclosing the names of members 
of LLCs. However, Vlahakis had signed 
as the agent for the LLCs, calling him-
self “managing member.” Members are 
owners of an LLC.

In his ruling, Ball said the LLCs 
“amounted to plaintiff ’s alter-ego.”

Vlahakis sued Neal McNamara, City 
Pulse’s former news editor, who wrote 
the story, and To The Max LLC, which 
owns City Pulse.

Ball also wrote that Vlahakis was “not 
able to identify any actual or economic 
damages he sustained as a result of the 
publication.”

Vlahakis argued that he had been 
defamed “per se” and cited common 
law in contending he was not required 
to prove damages other than before a 
jury. However, Ball cited a U.S. Supreme 
Court case that says defamation per se is 
only “the imputation of a ‘lack of chas-
tity to any male or female’ or ‘publishing 
of words imputing the commission of a 
criminal offense.’”

Vlahakis claimed City Pulse had 
placed him in a “false light,” but Ball 
said that City Pulse “did not portray 
the plaintiff in such a fashion that was 
‘unreasonable and highly objection-
able,’” citing a 1995 case Porter v Royal 
Oak.

Vlahakis also claimed emotional dis-
tress, but Ball wrote that City Pulse’s 
story did not meet the standard of 
“extreme and outrageous conduct,” as 
defined in a 2005 Michigan ruling.

D u r i n g  p r e - t r i a l  h e a r i n g s , 
Dragonchuk ordered Vlahakis to pay 
about $2,000 in sanctions for failing 
to answer questions during his deposi-
tion. Ball ordered Vlahakis to pay the 
sanctions by Oct. 28. They have yet to 
be paid.

In an unusual twist, Vlahakis moved 
last week that the case should be dis-
missed on the grounds that he had not 
paid the sanctions. However, Ball dis-
missed the case on its merits before the 
motion could be heard.
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Property:  720 Seymour St., Lansing
Owner:  Diane Sanborn
Taxpayer: Diane Sanborn
Assessed:  $97,200

Whether you travel a short distance for a stay-
cation or a long distance, eco-friendly lodging is 
one of the best ways to carbon offset travel. The 
Cozy Koi Bed and Breakfast at 720 Seymour St. 
is the only bed and breakfast in the Lansing city 
limits and a Green Lodging Michigan Partner, rec-
ognized by the state for its environmental efforts.

The two more than 100-year-old homes the 
Cozy Koi occupies were carefully restored by 
owner and innkeeper Diane Sanborn, and are 
particularly well-suited to adaptive reuse (rein-
venting buildings’ use while maintaining the 
historic character).

In addition to the inherently environmen-
tal assets of adaptive reuse and location, Diane 
Sanborn takes the Cozy Koi to the next level 
with a grass parking lot. Impervious surfaces 
are not only unattractive but add to storm-wa-
ter run-off problems. Grid pavers allow grass to 
grow through, making for an attractive parking 
area and permeable surface for absorbing water. 
Imagine how beautiful our city would be with 
more permeable surfaces. 

Looking for something to do this year that is 
light on the pocketbook? Try a night at the Cozy 
Koi. Diane serves grape preserves, raspberry 
jam, and tomatoes to guests from the garden of 
the bed and breakfast. And don’t miss the beau-
tiful koi pond.

— Amanda Harrell-Seyburn

(Harrell-Seyburn is a designer and urban-
ist with a master’s degree in architecture.)

“Eye candy of the Week” is our weekly look at some 
of the nicer properties in Lansing. It rotates each with 
Eyesore of the Week. If  you have a suggestion, please 
e-mail eye@lansingcitypulse.com or call Nyssa Rabinowitz 
at 999-5064.

of the weekWrecking ball fells Westside 
landmark, creating fulfillment 
for some, loss for others

Between 1930 and 2009, thousands 
walked through the arched lime-
stone doorway at 1514 W. Saginaw St. 
Even for those who just passed by in 
their cars at 45 mph, the two stories 
of tan and brown brick detail were a 
landmark. They provided what the 
Michigan State Housing Development 
Authority and the Kresge Foundation 
call “a sense of place.”

And now Holy Cross School is 
gone.

The school was part of a 4.7-acre 
complex that covered a whole block 
west of Jenison, between Saginaw and 
Oakland Avenue, on Lansing’s west 
side.

The Catholic Diocese of Lansing 
closed Holy Cross Parish two years ago 
and put it up for sale. The church, the 
rectory, two school class buildings and 
a small gymnasium were assessed at 
about $1 million.  

Paul Garriépy, director of property 
management for the diocese, said the 
school was demolished because “the 
architecture made it impossible to be 
handicap accessible.”

The demolition frustrated the 
Bernero administration. Bob Johnson, 
Lansing’s director of planning and 

neighborhood develop-
ment, said the city did not 
sufficiently scrutinize the 
diocese’s request for per-
mission to demolish it.

“Holy Cross should 
not have been torn 
down without first hav-
ing an in-depth discus-
sion with the commu-
nity (to include the city).  
Lansing lost a special, 
and iconic,  building,” 
Johnson said.

When opened in 1930, 
the building served as 
school upstairs and church in the base-
ment until a church was built behind it 
at 1611 W. Oakland Ave.

The sense of loss for some, how-
ever, is a sense of fulfillment for oth-
ers. Joy is bubbling in the Vietnamese 
Catholic community. This spring, Holy 
Cross Church, built in 1949, became 
St. Andrew Dung Lac. They’re reusing 
the rest of the complex. 

On a recent Sunday, Mass had 
ended at St. Andrew. The youth group 
practiced theater. Women cooked and 
sold Vietnamese food from the kitchen 
in the basement. Some 180 families 
with shallow roots here are finding 
fertile soil. 

“When our bishop offered us this 
site,” said Ken Nguyen, who chairs St. 
Andrew’s Parish Council, “we thought 
this place is the best place for us for 
the future.”

St. Andrew Dung Lac was oper-
ating a smaller church on South 
Washington Avenue. They gave 
that back to the diocese along with 

$86,000.
Nguyen walks from the church to 

the single-story 1950s school build-
ing. He’s excited about polishing it up, 
although there is no notable damage 
to it.

“We have one, two, three, four, five, 
six, seven, eight. Nine classrooms. We 
use it for education,” he said.

Nguyen didn’t show any attachment 
to the old school. 

“The Diocese of Lansing took care 
of it. They paid for a company to 
destroy the old school for us. Because 
the old school ... we cannot take care 
of it.”

A backhoe smashed it apart. A 
cross had stood on the roof above the 
second story. Layers of recessed arch-
es of limestone formed the entry way 
and several windows above it.

“We are very happy,” Nguyen con-
tinued, while looking at the rubble that 
had dropped on the school’s 80-by-50
-foot imprint. “We have more space to 
do maybe landscaping.”

They have more space for parking, 
too. Nguyen says they might need more 
than the 200 spaces they’ve got now.

The diocese said that the number 
of families had shrunk so much that it 
could not justify the costs of keeping 
the church open. The diocese urged 
Holy Crossers to attend St. Mary 
Cathedral downtown near the Capitol.

On Sunday at St. Mary, worshippers 
sang the hymn called “Lift High The 
Cross.”

That’s what Cynthia Pahlkotter 
thought she was doing. But she’s begun 
to question church authorities. There’s 
the feeling she gets when driving on 
Saginaw Street past the demolition 
site: “Sad. It’s a sad situation. I don’t 
know why they tore it down. Do you?”

— Chris McCarus
(Chris McCarus reports on 

land and energy use for seven 
Michigan public radio stations. See  
www.michigannow.org.)

Holy Cross 
is gone

Looking east along Saginaw Street in west Lansing on Oct. 18.
Photo by Chris McCarus for City Pulse

Courtesy photo
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PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearing to be held by the East Lansing Historic District 
Commission on Thursday, December 8, 2011 at 7:00 p.m., in the 54-B District Court, Courtroom 2, 
101 Linden Street, East Lansing:

	

Call (517) 319-6930, the Department of Planning and Community Development, East Lansing City 
Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, for additional information.  All interested persons will be given 
an opportunity to be heard.

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as interpreters 
for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to 
individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) calendar days prior to the 
meeting.  Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services should write or call the Planning 
Department, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823. Phone: (517) 319-6930. TDD Number: 
1-800-649-3777.

					     Marie McKenna
					     City Clerk

Dated: November 18, 2011
East Lansing, MI  48823

A public hearing will be for the purpose of considering a request to remove and replace 
the garage door at 813 Huntington Road. The changes are being requested to install a 
modern garage door and to modify the design of the door.  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
EAST LANSING PLANNING COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearings to be held by the East Lansing Planning 
Commission on Monday, December 12, 2011 at 6:30 p.m., in the 54-B District Court, Courtroom 2, 
101 Linden Street, East Lansing:

  1.	

  2.	

  3.	

  4.	

  5. 	

  6. 	

Call (517) 319-6930, the Department of Planning and Community Development, East Lansing City 
Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, for additional information.  All interested persons will be given 
an opportunity to be heard.  These matters will be on the agenda for the next Planning Commission 
meeting after the public hearing is held, at which time the Commission may vote on them. The 
Planning Commission's recommendations are then placed on the agenda of the next City Council 
meeting.  The City Council will make the final decision on these applications.

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as interpreters 
for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to 
individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) calendar days prior to the 
meeting.  Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services should write or call the Planning 
Department, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823. Phone: (517) 319-6930. TDD Number: 1-800-
649-3777.

					     Marie McKenna
					     City Clerk

Dated: November 18, 2011
East Lansing, MI  48823

A public hearing will be held to consider an application from Caddis Development Group 
for Site Plan and Special Use Permit approval for the property at 1525 West Lake Lansing 
Road. The proposed application would permit the construction of two medical office 
buildings and a banking facility with drive through lanes on the former Blue Cross Blue 
Shield office site. The majority of the property is zoned B-4, Restricted Office Business, with 
the remainder of the property proposed to be rezoned to B-4 under Ordinance 1272.

A public hearing will be held to consider a lot split application from Caddis Development 
Group for the property at 1525 West Lake Lansing Road. The applicant is requesting lot 
split approval to create three separate lots for each of the buildings proposed for the site. 

A public hearing will be held to consider an application from Trilogy Health Services, LLC for 
Site Plan and Special Use Permit approval for the vacant property at the southeast corner 
of Coleman and Coolidge Roads. The proposed application would permit construction 
of nearly 81,000 square feet of senior living and long term health care facilities in two 
buildings. The property is proposed to be rezoned to RM-8, Planned Unit Development, in 
conjunction with Ordinance 1273. 

A public hearing will be held to consider a lot split application from Trilogy Health Services, 
LLC for the vacant property at the southeast corner of Coleman and Coolidge Roads. The 
applicant is requesting lot split approval to create a new parcel for the proposed Trilogy 
Health Services facility. 

A public hearing will be held to consider Ordinance 1271, a City-initiated ordinance 
to rezone the property at 300-310 West Grand River Avenue from B-3, City Center 
Commercial (and subject to a Conditional Rezoning Agreement), to B-2, Retail Sales 
Business. The property is being rezoned back to the previous zoning due to the developer 
not meeting the timing requirements laid out in the Conditional Rezoning Agreement. 

A public hearing will be held to consider Ordinance 1269, a City-initiated ordinance to 
amend Section 50-222 of the Zoning Code to allow commercial outdoor recreation facilities 
in the RA, Residential Agricultural District.

Lansing announces its non-motorized 
transportation plan

In an ideal world, what would a thorough 
network of bike lanes, sidewalks and off-
road paths throughout Lansing look like?

It was a cold night for bicycling Nov. 10, 
but it was warm inside the northeast corner 
of Gone Wired Café on the east side for the 
unveiling of that vision — Lansing’s com-
pleted non-motorized transportation plan.

A familiar cast of bicycling advocates, 
Public Service Department representatives, 
4th Ward City Councilwoman Jessica Yorko 
and about 15 Lansing-area residents attend-
ed the announcement.

For Yorko, transportation planning for all 
types of travelers is a policy arena that excites 
her and for the event she was also represent-
ing the Ingham County Health Department 
as its environmental justice coordinator.

“Without a tri-county interconnected sys-
tem, we’d be stuck in Lansing,” Yorko said to 
the crowd.

A poster of the plan on an easel was the 
result of hundreds of planning meetings 
with residents all over the city, Yorko said. 
It’s a detailed network of “on-road facili-

ties” like existing bicycle lanes, potential 
bike lanes and potential connector routes 
through neighborhoods; “off-road facilities” 
like River Trail access points, existing paths 
and walkways and conceptual shared use 
paths; and road crossings that are amenable 
for walkers and bicyclists to cross and those 
that need improving.

While places like Aurelius, Miller and 
Pleasant Grove 
roads, Kalamazoo 
and Wood streets 
and Mount Hope 
Avenue have on-
road bike lanes, the 
plan is glaringly full 
of “potential neighborhood connector routes,” 
or proposed bike lanes that weave through 
neighborhoods in every ward of the city.

For as much as the non-motorized trans-
portation plan does in terms of planning, it’s 
basically a showpiece for tangible projects, 
both completed and ongoing: bike lanes 
on Pleasant Grove and Mount Hope, the 
River Trail extension south of Mount Hope, 
planned upgrades to Washington Avenue in 
REO Town, a forthcoming bike-parking ordi-
nance that would require commercial prop-
erty owners to install bike racks after new 
construction, improvements to the Saginaw 
Street bridge, the proposed “sidewalk to 
nowhere” on the west side and an ongoing 
inventory of Lansing’s sidewalks. Even the 

See it
The city's completed non-

motorized transportation 
plan can be viewed at  

www.tinyurl.com/6t5t9zx

Going forth 
with a plan

See Non-Motorized, Page 7  
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snow and ice removal ordinance and the rain 
gardens project along Michigan Avenue fit 
into the theme of “complete streets.” Other 
projects — like a Lansing bike-sharing pro-
gram and a local grant for building “artistic 
bike racks”  — are organized separately from 
the non-motorized plan, but fall in the realm 
of making the city bike-friendly.

Not unlike the Design Lansing Master 
Plan and a five-year Parks and Recreation 
Plan, the non-motorized transportation plan 
is meant to guide infrastructure planners of 
where bicycle and walking routes should be. 

For Chad Gamble, director of the city’s 
Public Service Department, following 
through on these plans is about attracting 
people to the city.

“In an economy like this, it’s the little 
things we have to do to bring people to 
Lansing,” he said to the group. “It’s the little 
things that create a sense of place.”

Technically, the non-motorized plan isn’t 
complete.

“We’ll update it as people have sugges-
tions and projects,” said Andy Kilpatrick, a 
transportation engineer with the city’s Public 
Service Department. “There’s no reason we 
can’t keep adding things.”

Gamble agrees: “This type of plan is never 
complete. On paper, it represents a compre-
hensive plan future Chad Gambles will be 
able to utilize when rebuilding certain sec-
tions of the city.”

So far, the goal of getting Lansing resi-
dents more active seems to be working. On 
Nov. 10, Janine Sinno, a health analyst with 
the Ingham Co. Health Department, award-
ed the city a “Promoting Active Communities 
Award” — one of 28 communities awarded 
in the state this year, she said.

Much of the formal non-motorized plan-
ning kicked off in 2009 after the City Council 
adopted its Complete Streets ordinance. Yorko 
hadn’t been elected by that time and was on 
the side of advocating for the legislation.

The Tri-County Regional Planning 
Commission landed a $3 million grant from 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development Monday, and part of that will 
go into planning which projects ought to be 
done next within the city, said Bob Johnson, 
Lansing’s director of planning and neighbor-
hood development. “I view it as very impor-
tant,” Johnson said of the grant, adding that 
grant money will not go toward actual con-
struction.

As for the millage increase passed Nov. 8 — 
which is expected to generate about $2 million 
for local roads — Gamble said that money will 
be used “for more emergency-type work.”

John Lindenmayer, who was represent-
ing the Walk and Bike Task Force on Nov. 10 
but also works for the League of Michigan 
Bicyclists, pointed to 2006 when the task 
force formed and set out to answer the ques-
tion: What can be done to make Lansing 
more amenable to bicyclists?

The result was a “76-point strategic plan” 

document and “a lot got incorporated in the 
non-motorized plan.”

Lindenmayer said with projects complet-
ed and in the works, the non-motorized plan 
is important because “we’ve all been waiting 
for an official plan. It’s the next step for get-
ting the infrastructure in place.”

Lansing now joins communities like Ann 
Arbor, Kalamazoo, Battle Creek, Detroit and 
Mt. Pleasant with non-motorized plans. 

Yorko said the non-motorized plan was 
“probably the most heavily inputted infra-
structure plan” designed for the city, com-
piled through “thousands of assessments” 
and about 120 meetings of the Lansing 
Walk and Bike Task Force since 2009. She 
turned to Kilpatrick, of the Public Service 
Department, to confirm that.

“I think so,” Kilpatrick responded. “There 
will probably still be people who will say 
they didn’t know about it.”

— Andy Balaskovitz

Non-motorized
from page 6

The full version of this story is available 
at www.lansingcitypulse.com.

 
After months of sitting vacant, a new 

women’s boutique is setting up shop in the 
former Liebermann’s building downtown.

My Sista’s, a boutique featuring everything 
from shoes and handbags to clothing and 
jewelry, opens Friday at 113 S. Washington 
Square and hopes to revive retail in the 
downtown area, said owner Tina Robinson. 
It targets the “career woman” and the wom-
an “who likes to look good,” she said. The 
store features original pieces by eight local 
women, including Robinson.

“I think it will work for a large array of ages 
and different tastes,” she said. “That’s kind of 
the goal is to have things for everyone.”

Robinson, 42, had been looking for a 
space to start a business where she could 
sell her one-of-a-kind jewelry. She already 

had a lease drawn up for a space in Lansing 
Mall when she saw the for lease sign in the 
window of the former store downtown. 
Robinson, who studied interior design at 
Lansing Community College, had always 
been attracted to the space because of the 
famous interior design by George Nelson. At 
first, she dismissed the possibility of leasing 
it, thinking it would be too expensive, but 
something convinced her to call.

“There was no way that I ever would have 
thought that this was where I was meant to 
be,” Robinson said. “It just worked out.”

My Sista’s opens for Black Friday from 
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. and will kick off its grand 
opening week on Tuesday. The store will 
be open Tuesday through Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. with a grand opening gala on 
Friday from 6 p.m. until 9 p.m.

— Nyssa Rabinowitz

Former Liebermann’s space has a new retail occupant
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Only six months ago, 
the names of possible 
replacements for term-
limited state Rep. Joan 
Bauer, D-Lansing, next 
year in the Lansing-based 
68th House District 
looked like a grocery list.

Now, less than six 
months away from the May filing deadline, 
there’s only one clear candidate, Ingham 
County Commissioner Andy Schor. 

Schor made his expected announcement 
official last week by adding that he’s already 
raised $45,000. That’s significant. When 
the seat was last open in ’06, the eventual 
field of six Democratic candidates raised a 
combined $40,000 in the off year, 2005.

Bauer, the eventual winner, raised 
$100,000 for her entire campaign. Schor is 
halfway there and it’s not even 2012.

Meanwhile, all of Schor’s potential oppo-
nents have dropped off the earth. Kelly 
Bernero, daughter of Mayor Virg Bernero, 

saw her chances go up in smoke when she 
was busted with a little weed during an 
impaired driving stop.

Lansing City Council President A’Lynne 
Robinson told me the night of her re-elec-
tion that she was serving four more years 
on the Council.

Councilman Derrick Quinney got blown 
up in this fall during his successful reelec-
tion campaign for not taking the 68th 
House seat off the table when talking to 
City Pulse. A source close to Quinney told 
me running for the state House is not first 
on his mind right now.

And former Lansing talk show host Walt 
Sorg was drawn out of the 68th House 
District and into the 67th during last sum-
mer’s redistricting exercise.

Schor’s growing support and bank 
account is effectively allowing him to clear 
the field of challengers with a shot at beating 
him in a Democratic primary. The only ones 
who could pull it off are a no. Councilwoman 
Kathie Dunbar isn’t interested. City Clerk 

Chris Swope is looking at the county clerk’s 
job if Mike Bryanton retires.

Griffin Rivers, the former Ingham 
County Democratic Party chairman, appar-
ently is making calls and former mayor 
candidate Charlie Ford is tossing around 
his name. Commissioner Dale Copedge was 
suggested as a possibility.

Somebody will run against Schor. It’s 
an open seat. History shows this won’t be 
uncontested. But the straight-laced and 
politically conscious Schor isn’t going to 
implode, meaning any potentially successful 
candidate has their work cut out for them.

Legislative recalls attempts dead
Three local recall attempts at legislative 

lawmakers — Senate Democratic Leader 
Gretchen Whitmer of East Lansing, Rep. 
Barb Byrum, D-Onondaga, and Rep. Mark 
Meadows, D-East Lansing, died Monday 
after the Republican activists charging the 
campaign opted to pull the plug.

Stu Sandler, the Michigan Republican 
Party operative leading the statewide effort 
against Democratic lawmakers, told MIRS 
the attempt was aborted after a discussion of 
party leaders found that some key “strategic 
objectives” had already been accomplished.

The “strategic objectives” appeared to be 
riling up organized labor and Democratic 
interest groups to prevent them from spend-
ing as much time and energy in southern 
Genesee County, where former Rep. Paul 
Scott was facing what ended up being a suc-

cessful recall attempt against him.
The Michigan Education Association 

bankrolled the Scott recall to send a message 
to its members that it wasn’t going to take 
unwanted reforms, like a complete re-write 
of the state’s teacher tenure law, lying down. 
Fueled by Scott’s recent support of the pen-
sion tax, education cuts, the new emergency 
manager law and other Republican initia-
tives, the MEA attempted to make the Scott 
recall a localized referendum on the policies 
of new Gov. Rick Snyder.

Genesee County voters on Nov. 8 opted 
to bounce Scott by 233 votes, making him 
the first recalled legislator in Michigan 
since 1983.

Over the fall, Sandler’s team of local 
activists tried to divert attention away from 
the district by targeting Democrats for opt-
ing not to support Snyder’s initiatives — like 
ending the Michigan Business Tax or putting 
a four-year lifetime cap on welfare benefits.

He succeeded in getting recall language 
approved for six Democratic lawmakers 
and began actively collecting signatures in 
at least one of the districts.

But the Ingham County Elections 
Commission — made up of Judge George 
Economy, County Clerk Mike Bryanton and 
County Treasurer Eric Schertzing — somehow 
always found the recall language used against 
Byrum, Whitmer and Meadows unclear. 

Time and time again, Holt man Robert 
Walter submitted language to the com-
mission. Time and time again, the three 
Democrats dumped the language, even when 
Walter submitted the exact same language 
approved by election commissions in Wayne 
and Oakland counties.

Bryanton couldn’t help himself in the 
Byrum case on at least one vote, though, 
casting a dissenting “yes” vote in support 
of the recall language against his potential 
political adversary.

(Kyle Melinn is the editor of the MIRS 
Newsletter. He can be reached at melinn@
lansingcitypulse.com.)

Who’s running besides Schor?

PUBLIC NOTICES

STATE OF MICHIGAN
OFFICE OF THE INGHAM COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER

In the Matter of:  Green #4 Consolidated Drain

	 NOTICE OF MEETING OF BOARD OF DETERMINATION

	 Notice Is Hereby Given to you as a property owner or municipality who may be liable 
for an assessment for benefits, that the Board of Determination, composed of Jim Hershiser, Jennie 
Nerkowski, and Cheryl Risner, or alternate Julie Powers, will meet on Tuesday, November 29, 2011, 
at 6:30 p.m., at the Delhi Township Community Services Center, 2074 Aurelius Road, Holt, Michigan 
48842, to hear all interested persons and evidence and to determine whether it is necessary and 
conducive to public health, convenience or welfare to consolidate the following Drainage Districts, all 
of which are located and established within Delhi Charter Township, Ingham County, Michigan:

Said drainage districts once consolidated to be known collectively as the Green #4 Consolidated 
Drain Drainage District, as prayed for in the Petition dated November 1, 2011, in accordance with 
Section 441 of 1956 PA 40, as amended.  

	 And further, the Board of Determination is to determine whether it is necessary and conducive 
to the public health, convenience or welfare to maintain and improve the Green #4 Consolidated 
Drain, as prayed for in the Petition dated November 1, 2011, in accordance with Sections 72 and 
191 of 1956 PA 40, as amended, and to determine whether the Green #4 Consolidated Drain is 
necessary for the protection of the public health of Delhi Charter Township.  And finally, the Board 
of Determination is to determine whether it is necessary to add lands to the Green #4 Consolidated 
Drain Drainage District pursuant to Section 197 of 1956 PA 40, as amended.

	 Proceedings conducted at this public hearing will be subject to the provision of the Michigan 
Open Meetings Act and you are further notified that information regarding this meeting may be obtained 
from the Ingham County Drain Commissioner. Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for 
effective participation in the meeting should contact the Ingham County Drain Commissioner at the 
number noted below (voice) or through the Michigan Relay Center at 1-800-649-3777 (TDD) at least 
24 hours in advance of the meeting to request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance. Minutes 
of the meeting will be on file in the following office: Patrick E. Lindemann, Ingham County Drain 
Commissioner, 707 Buhl Avenue, P.O. Box 220, Mason, MI 48854.

	 You Are Further Notified that persons aggrieved by the decisions of the Board of 
Determination may seek judicial review in the Ingham County Circuit Court within ten (10) days of 
the determination. If the consolidation and maintenance and improvement of the Drains are found 
necessary and conducive to the public health, convenience or welfare, a special assessment may 
be levied against properties and municipalities that benefit. An owner or party having an interest in 
property to be assessed, or his or her agent, may appear in person to comment on the necessity of 
the project.

Dated: November 9, 2011		  Signed: 	 Patrick E. Lindemann			 
					     Ingham County Drain Commissioner 
					     (517) 676-8395

Aurelius-DeCamp Drain Drainage District (located in Sections 14 and 15 of Delhi Charter 
Township); Cassdav Branch of Aurelius-DeCamp Drain Drainage District (located in 
Section 15 of Delhi Charter Township); Branch #4 of Green Drain (a/k/a Green No. 4 
Drain) Drainage District (located in Sections 14, 15, 22 and 23 of Delhi Charter Township); 
Erter Drain Drainage District (located in Section 23 of Delhi Charter Township); Elm Street 
Drain Drainage District (located in Section 23 of Delhi Charter Township); West Delhi Drain 
Drainage District (located in Sections 14, 15, 22, and 23 of Delhi Charter Township); West 
Delhi Branch Drain Drainage District (located in Section 15 of Delhi Charter Township)



By JON JAMES
Drag, dance, fashion and a taste of New 

York can all be expected at Ace DeVille’s 
Tantalizing Tuesdays at Fahrenheit Ultra 
Lounge.

Every Tuesday, DeVille gets together a 
team of models, dancers, drag queens, strip-
pers and any other talent deemed worthy 
and sets them loose on Fahrenheit’s stage. 
The premiere show earlier this month fea-
tured about two dozen models performing 
during six songs. 
During one song, 
drag queen Maria 
came out in a 
wedding dress, 
which was then 
sprayed with neon 
paint, an act that 
DeVille says is 
inspired by fash-
ion icon Alexander 
McQueen.

The show has 
been two-and-
a-half years in 
the making for 
DeVille, who first 
started planning 
a similar event 
for Level II, a previous venue in the space 
that houses Fahrenheit. DeVille says that 
that event, which was titled “Ace DeVille 
and the Club Kids’ Mad Tea Party,” was 
canceled after the venue failed to follow 
through. Now that the location has re-
opened as Fahrenheit Ultra, DeVille was 
asked to take over Tuesday nights.

“It’s my baby,” DeVille says, “and I’m 
finally giving birth.”

DeVille is on the 
lookout for new 
talent to book for 
future Tuesdays and 
encourages inter-
ested performers to 
look up Ace DeVille 
on Facebook, which 
is how many of the 
current perform-
ers were booked. “I want performers who 
don’t have a place to join,” says DeVille, 
emphasizing that the show is intended to 
be an interactive space for patrons.
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By JON JAMES
Oade’s Hidden Camel in REO Town has 

turned over a new leaf to become Lansing’s 
newest gay bar. 

Ryan Acker, the general manager of the 
Hidden Camel, describes the new venue as 
a “pub/dance bar.” He says that the idea is 
to provide a comfortable space for patrons 
of all ilks.

“There have been failures with other 
alternative bars in the Lansing area,” 
Acker admitted. “(But) we’re going to give 
our best shot to listen to what the custom-
ers want.”

The changeover started with a make-
over: new floors, some new decor, unboard-
ing the front window, some black paint. 
But the beautiful mural on the wall of the 
dance room remains blessedly untouched.

While the remodeling isn’t finished yet 
— the bathrooms are still being touched 
up and the grill isn’t fully running — there 
is space to dance in, a DJ to dance to and 
tables for those not in a dancing mood.

Acker says that he sees the club as a 
new, 

affordable hangout for 
Lansing. The venue doesn’t 
charge cover, except for drag 
nights, and then the entire 
cover charge is used to pay the 
performers.

Acker says it’s “a nice spot 
to go if you only have a couple 
bucks and you want to have a 
couple drinks.” 

The plan is also to serve 
affordably priced food for 
lunch and dinner, and to pro-
vide an evening dance venue. 
Acker says he envisions work-
ers from the Board of Water 
and Light building under 
construction across the street 
stopping by for lunch, another 
crowd coming in for happy 
hour, and the dance crowd 

checking out weekly 
events.

His goal is to 
create an inclu-
sive dynamic 
that will set it 
apart from other 

Lansing bars. 
He says the 
H i d d e n 
Camel is 
trying to “create a 
space for not only les-
bians or gays, but for 
everybody. I hate to 
put a label on it.”

Acker is planning 
a number of weekly 
events, some of which 
are still to be deter-
mined.

He also said there 
has been conver-
sation with the 
Family Motorcycle 
Club next door 

about collaborating to 
bring in live bands to 
play on the Camel’s 
stage. 

H o w e v e r , 
T u e s d a y 

nights are 
set as Drag 

Night.
“The first thing I 

thought about doing,” 
Acker says, “coming 
from Key West, where 
the drag shows are 

really big, was having a drag show.”
To celebrate the opening two weeks 

ago, the bar kicked off with the first of 
what will be a series of weekly drag shows 
starring the Camel Lips: drag queens 
Delicious, Asio and D’Nisha Grey. Their 
combination of comedy, 
dance routines, audience 
interaction and allure 
had the crowd engaged 
and thrilled. There were 
a few kinks to work out 
as far as spotlighting and 
timing, but it was evi-
dent from the bills being 
stuffed into the drag 
queens’ clothing that the 
show was a hit.

REO Town is not 
exactly the first place one considers when 
seeking a drag show, but Acker is confident 
that the area will serve them well.

“Remember what Old Town was years 
ago, and how amazing it is now,” he says. 
“I think that’s what’s going to happen with 
REO Town with the Board of Water and 
Light going in.”

Hidden Camel makes a comeback
Get ready for DJs, dancing and Tuesday night drag shows at the revamped club

Jon James/City Pulse

Asio (at right), Delicious and 
D’Nisha Grey are the Camel 
Lips, the trio of drag stars 
taking the stage every Tuesday 
night at Oade's Hidden Camel.

Photo by Lori Weismantel

Oade's Hidden Camel general manager Ryan Acker 
says the overhauled club is trying to “create a space 
for not only lesbians or gays, but for everybody. I hate 
to put a label on it.”

Oade’s

Hidden Camel
1210 S. 

Washington Ave.,  
Lansing

Hours: 11 a.m.-
midnight Monday 

through Thursday; 
11 a.m.-2 a.m. 

Friday and 
Saturday

(517) 482-4937

Ace DeVille’s 
Tantalizing 

Tuesdays
Fahrenheit Ultra Lounge

6810 S. Cedar St., Lansing
Doors at 9 p.m., show at 

11:30 p.m. every Tuesday
(517) 488-1517

Heating up 
Fahrenheit
‘It’s my baby — and 
I'm finally giving birth,’ 
says Ace DeVille of his 
Tantalizing Tuesdays

Courtesy Photo

Ace DeVille



By CRISTINA TOSCANO
When you live through a Michigan 

winter, you come to accept the fact that 
Michigan is all about winter sports. So the 
time is right for Hawk Island Snow Park, 
which opens Dec. 17 in Lansing. 

Pete Bosheff, principal of Urban Snow 
Parks, said the inspiration for the park 
came from “hearing about how there were 
kids who would get Zamboni snow from 

ice rinks and haul it to local hills so they 
can ride their snowboards.”

So Bosheff, along with Bob Ford and 
Modern Skate and Surf owner George 
Leichtweiss teamed up with Ingham 
County Parks to open a multi-purpose 
facility for snowboarding, skiing and tub-
ing.

The partners also brought Ryan 
Neptune onboard to assist in the design. 

Neptune, owner of Planet Snow Design 
and a champion snowboarder, has been 
building snowboarding venues for almost 
two decades. Currently head of operations 
at Otsego Resort in Gaylord, Neptune 
will work with snowmaking equipment, 
designing of the parks and rails and set-
ting up the correct lighting.

“We’re partnering to bring resources to 
make it a functional hill,” Neptune said.  

Leichtweis, the park’s design operator, 
noted that parks used to forbid the sport 
in the 1980s. The sport has come a long 
way since then. 

“You don’t have to be best in the world 
to do it, and you also don’t need an 11,000-
foot mountain to have fun,” Leichtweis 
said. 

Although snowboards and skis will not 
be available at the park, director of Ingham 
County Parks Willis Bennett said the tubes 
for tubing would be provided and that the 
YMCA is looking into creating a class to 
teach snowboarding and skiing.

Admission to the park —located at 1601 
E. Cavanaugh Road in Lansing — will be 
$7.

“It’s a great opportunity to open to more 
people while being focused on being a fam-
ily park,” Bennet said. “It’s all about get-
ting the community involved and improve 
quality of life through activity.

 “Seeing public enjoying themselves and 
giving a great visitor experience will be our 
greatest reward.”

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
The Thanksgiving playbook calls for 

the whole family, from Tea Partiers to 
Occupiers, to sit down for an all-Ameri-
can truce, lubricated by gravy and mini-
mal meaningful conversation. Michigan 
State University law Professor Michael 
Lawrence has a radically different feast 
in mind.

In his new book, “Radicals in Their 
Own Time,” Lawrence invites five of the 
most cantankerous radicals in 400 years 
of American history to his table and lim-
its them to the 
very subjects 
polite folks are 
told to avoid: 
politics and 
religion.

“It’s a live-
l y  c r o w d ,” 
L a w r e n c e 
said. “Without 
exception, they 
were all pretty 
ornery.”

Instead of 
politic Thomas 
Jefferson, we get impolitic Thomas Paine. 
Instead of conciliator Martin Luther King 
Jr.  or compromiser Booker T. Washington, 
Lawrence gives us the uncompromising 
W.E.B. DuBois. Instead of pious Susan 
B. Anthony, we get Anthony’s fiery right-
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Performances:
Thurs. & Fri. @ 8PM

Saturday @ 3PM & 8PM
Sunday @ 2PM

Williamston Theatre
122 S Putnam St.,Williamston

517-655-7469
www.williamstontheatre.org

November 25 - December 23, 2011

by Steve Murray
Directed by Tony Caselli

Back by popular demand!
John Lepard returns in his 

award-winning role as 
George Bailey, Mr. Potter, 

and the entire population of 
Bedford Falls in this theatrical 
re-telling of the classic holiday 

film It’s A Wonderful Life. 

A holiday experience for the 
whole family.

Special Pay-What-You-Can 
performance

Friday, Nov. 25 @ 3PM!!

‘Radicals’ 
revisited
Michigan State University 
law professor looks at 
controversial characters 
throughout history

See Radicals, Page 11

Michael Lawrence:

“Radicals in Their 
Own Time: 400 
Years of Struggle 
for Liberty and 
Equal Justice in 
America”
7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 1
Everybody Reads
2019 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing
(517) 346-9900

Courtesy photo

“I would have been hailed with approval 
if I had died at 50,” the early civil rights 
activist W.E.B. DuBois said late in life. “At 
75 my death was practically requested.” 
He's one of the subjects profiled in Michael 
Lawrence's “Radicals in Their Own Time.”

Hawk Island Park is going downhill fast
Snowboarding will be among the activities at a new Snow Park, opening soon

Judy Winter/City Pulse

A splashy parade — featuring such seasonal celebrities as The Grinch 
and Santa Claus — the lighting of the state tree on the lawn of the 
Capitol and a fireworks-filled finale marked Friday's Silver Bells in 
the City celebration. The annual event kicks off the holiday season in 
downtown Lansing. 

Ring in the season 



hand woman in the struggle for women’s 
rights, Elizabeth Cady Stanton.

They all got hit hard and knew how 
to hit back. In 1895, Stanton eviscerated 
the Bible’s paternalistic take on women, 
from Adam’s rib on down, in a controver-
sial magnum opus, “The Woman’s Bible.” 
Joining a nationwide wave of outrage, one 
clergyman called it “the work of women 
and the devil.”

“This is a grave 
mistake,” Stanton 
drolly argued in 
her  introduc-
tion to the sec-
ond edition. “His 
Satanic Majesty 
was not invited to 
join the Revising 
Committee, which 
consists of women 
alone.”

They sound like 
great company, but 
each of Lawrence’s 
five subjects were 
banished from the 
table more often 
than they were 
invited. “I would 
have been hailed 
with approval if 
I had died at 50,” 
DuBois said in his 
80s. “At 75 my death 
was practical ly 
requested.”

 The first to 
arrive at Lawrence’s 
feast is Roger 
Williams, founder 
of Providence, R.I., 
and an early proponent of religious toler-
ance and strict separation of church and 
state. Williams denies the European pow-
ers’ claims to land in the New World, unless 
they pay the Native Americans fairly for it. 
Try discussing that over Thanksgiving tur-
key.

Lawrence found religion to be a per-
sistent hot spot that hasn’t cooled since 
Williams’ day. 

“What really got these five people into 
hot water was when they challenged the 
prevailing religious orthodoxy,” Lawrence 
said.  “That explains a lot. To this day, 
any candidate for high office would be ill 
served by challenging Christian orthodoxy. 
It would be an immediate disqualifier.”

Lawrence’s second subject, revolution-
ary firebrand and pamphleteer Thomas 
Paine, is a perfect case study. Paine fell 
from revered Founding Father to pariah 
when he published his withering critique 
of the Bible, “The Age of Reason,” contain-
ing the memorable credo, “my own mind 
is my own church.” Six people came to his 
funeral.

“He was essentially disowned by his 
revolutionary compatriots,” Lawrence said. 
“For decades he was reviled to the point 
where Theodore Roosevelt called him ‘that 
dirty little atheist.’”

After “The Woman’s Bible,” Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton’s fate paralleled Paine’s. Her 
colleagues in the turn-of-the-century suf-
frage struggle, except Anthony, turned 
against her.

DuBois had little reverence for the 
church either. His antipathy to capitalism 
and sympathy for the Communist Soviet 
Union would make him an indigestible 
Thanksgiving guest in most American 

households today.
In case the reader gets too smug 

about Enlightenment principles of 
reason, there’s always Lawrence’s 
fifth radical, American Indian 
teacher and activist Vine DeLoria 
Jr.

In addition to fighting for a 
new legal framework in America 
for tribal sovereignty, DeLoria 
challenged what he considered to 
be the orthodoxy of materialistic 
science, especially Darwinism, in 
the universities. Instead, he laid 
out a synthesis of Western science, 

American Indian 
belief systems, 
and Jungian psy-
chology to explain 
the universe. 

D e L o r i a ’ s 
chapter brings 
the story full 
circle, echoing 
Williams’s call for 
fair treatment of 
American Indians 
400 years earlier.

As a constitu-
tional law profes-
sor, Lawrence has 
due reverence for 

the nation’s founding documents, but he’s 
the first to caution that they’re just “words 
on a page.”

“Soviet Russia had a fine constitution, 
for what good it did them,” he said.

The five radicals profiled in his book 
had failings, some of them spectacular, 
but Lawrence argues that it takes impoli-
tic people to push the country closer to its 
ideal of equal justice under law. Elected 
leaders simply play it too safe.

Far from an alien idea, Lawrence argues, 
radicalism runs in our veins. “Americans 
love this,” he said. “Look at any holiday 
moviegoing season.”

There’s something distinctly American 
about George Bailey going up against 
money-grubbing Mr. Potter or Dr. Seuss’ 
Yertle the Turtle shaking the king’s throne 
with a belch.

“These are icons, they’re heroes, and we 
love them because they stand up to author-
ity and demand equal justice,” Lawrence 
said. “What else is Dorothy doing when 
she pulls back the curtain and exposes the 
wizard?”
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For parents who regularly endure Justin 
Bieber videos and “Hannah Montana” 
repeats, the idea of  “kid-friendly” enter-
tainment can be hard to face.

But what happens when you inject a 
touch of class and sophistication into a film 
that would seen to be designed for younger 
viewers? You get movies like “The Muppets” 
and “Hugo.”

Happy holidays, everybody.
While children will enjoy “The Muppets” 

for the slapstick and perennially cuddly 
characters, like Kermit the Frog and Fozzie 
Bear, the heartiest laughter at the preview 
screening last week came from people 
over 30, the ones who may be old enough 
to remember be excited about watching 
Paul Williams or Cheryl Ladd guest-star-
ring on “The Muppet Show” many moons 
ago. Certainly, 31-year-old “Muppets” star 
Jason Segel must have fond memories of 
those days, and he's channeled them into 
the frisky, free-wheeling screenplay he co-
wrote with Nicholas Stoller.

Although “The Muppets” takes a few 
liberties with the familiar characters — 
and, admittedly, Kermit and Miss Piggy's 
new voices take a bit of getting used to 
— it retains the irreverent humor that 
was always the trademark of the late Jim 
Henson's creations. Segel and Amy Adams 
play Gary and Mary, starry-eyed small-town 
types who help Gary's lifelong pal, Walter, 
reunite the long-disbanded Muppets gang 
for a benefit show to save their former the-
ater from the clutches of greedy oilman Tex 
Richman (a madly mugging Chris Cooper, 
obviously having the time of his life).

“Those Muppets think they're so funny 
— well, it looks like the joke's about to be on 
them!” Richman growls. “Maniacal laugh! 
Maniacal laugh! Maniacal laugh!” Unable 
to do his own chuckling, this born delegator 
makes his associates do it for him.

As in earlier Muppet films, there are 
several cameos by recognizable stars — 
including Emily Blunt, putting a sly spin 
on her role from “The Devil Wears Prada” 
— and numerous musical interludes that 
allow Adams and Segel to show off their 

fancy footwork (she's great and he's, well, 
energetic). Kermit, Miss Piggy and the rest 
prove that a few years away from the spot-
light haven't done them a bit of harm, and 
new additions to the crew — such as '80s 
Robot, who gurgles such sayings as "gag me 
with a spoon" and tries to serve New Coke 
— fit in charmingly.

Martin Scorsese isn't the first name that 
comes to mind when one thinks of fan-
tasy, but the director's enchanting “Hugo” 
marks a marvelous change of pace from 
“The Departed” and “Goodfellas.” Based 
on Brian Selznick's novel “The Invention 
of Hugo Cabret,” this is a dazzling celebra-
tion of cinema history, incorporating clips 
from silent films (including a bit of Harold 
Lloyd's “Safety Last” and a sumptuous serv-
ing of the vintage fantasies of George Melies, 
played wonderfully by Ben Kingsley) and 
paying tribute to the magic of movies.

Young orphan Hugo (Asa Butterfield) 
lives in a Parisian train station, where he 
spends his days winding the station's many 
clocks and trying to repair an automaton 
left to him by his father (Jude Law), who 
instilled in him a love of technology. The 
movie is fascinated by all things mechani-
cal: This is one of the few recent films in 
which 3D effects serve the story instead 
of merely being decorative. But Scorsese 
doesn't overlook Hugo's friendship with the 
book-loving, adventure-craving Isabel (the 
beguiling, radiant Chloe Grace Moretz) or 
his battles with a martinet of a police officer 
(a zesty Sacha Baron Cohen). 

While there's excitement, mystery and 
abundant humor in “Hugo,” there is also a 
palpable sense of wonder. “The Muppets” 
is a tasty dessert, but “Hugo” is a banquet 
for the senses and a reminder that imagi-
nation and innovation were always a part 
of filmmaking, long before the days of digi-
tal technology. When Scorsese rolled out 
scenes from Melies' ground-breaking 1902 
adventure “A Trip to the Moon,” an audi-
ence member at the press screening gasped, 
“Oh, that's awesome.”

For the record, that viewer was definitely 
not a child. 

Off South Cedar at I-96
(517) 393-7469 

$2.00 off any concession combo.
Present coupon at time of purchase. Not good 

with other offers or coupons. 
Excludes Kids Combo. Expires 12/20/11

US 127 & Lake Lansing Rd
www.NCGmovies.com  

(517) 316-9100
Student Discount with ID 

ID required for “R” rated films

Here's a pair of ‘kid’ movies adults shouldn't overlook

Radicals
from page 10

Courtesy photo

Author Michael 
Lawrence says 
of his subjects:  
“These are 
icons, they’re 
heroes, and 
we love them 
because they 
stand up to 
authority and 
demand equal 
justice,”



By JAMES SANFORD
John Lepard says he first discovered 

“It’s a Wonderful Life” when he was about 
20. Little did he know at the time he’d one 
day be spending the holidays in Bedford 
Falls himself.

Lepard and director Tony Caselli 
are reviving their 2009 success “This 
Wonderful Life” (for which Lepard won 
the Pulsar Award as best actor in a play and 
the show won best play) at Williamston 
Theatre, beginning Friday.

“I was probably 20 years old when 
I first saw the movie,” Lepard said. 
“It was not one of the things my 
family regularly watched. But 
once I saw it, I loved it and 
I started watching it every 
year.”

When he was working on a 
production of “The Member 
of the Wedding” in 
Washington, Lepard 
made numerous trips 
to the Library of 
Congress, which has 
a copy of Philip Van 
Doren Stern’s “The 

Greatest Gift,” 
the short story 
that inspired 
director Frank 
Capra’s film about 
a distraught small-
town building 
and loan offi-
cer who gets to 
see what the 
world would 
have looked 
like had he not 
been born.

“I  s tar ted 
writing a stage 
version of ‘It’s a 
Wonderful Life,’ 
and I brought it 
to Tony,” Lepard 
said. “He said, ‘This is great — but we’d 

need 18 people to play all these parts.’ So 
he went looking for another script, and 
that’s when he found this one.”

Steve Murray’s stage adaptation 
of “Life” is a one-act, one-man show, 
which tells the story through the 
words of George Bailey, who speaks 

for everyone else, including his 
understanding wife, Mary, 
and his arch-nemesis, the 
money-grubbing Mr. Potter. 
Lepard says it’s a lot of fun 
and a bit of a challenge.

“There’s nobody to bail 
you out, that’s for sure,” he 
said. “If you screw up, you’re 
screwed up. You don’t 

want to get Mary 
and Mr. Potter 
mixed up; that’s 
embarrassing.”

A l t h o u g h 
Lepard and Caselli 

are making a few 
minor changes for the 
revival, they’re also 

looking at what worked 
the first time, via a tape of the original 
production.

“It’s the weirdest thing, watching myself 
from two years ago: ‘Is that what I did 
there?’” Lepard said.

Does the voice of James Stewart, who 
played George Bailey in the movie, ring in 
Lepard’s ears? “Not really,” Lepard said. 
“Sometimes my problem is that I sound 
like him anyway.”
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RiverwalkTheatre.com 

Nov. 25-27 & Dec. 2-4
$7 adults age 16+; $5 children 

RESERVAT I O
NS 

RECOM
M

ENDED

48
2-

57
00

The
 Sur

prisi
ng Story of the Three Little Pigs

Kids’ Comedy  
by Linda  
Daugherty 

Directed  
by Tom  

Ferris

Riverwalk Theatre
8 Museum Drive, next to Impression 5

The 3 little pigs, 3 billy goats gru� and 3 bears rewrite their 
stories and take charge of happily ever after! 

Lepard’s 
second ‘Life’
Williamston Theatre 
revives a holiday hit

'This Wonderful Life'
Through Dec. 21

Williamston Theatre,
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston
8 p.m. Thursdays and Fridays;

3 and 8 p.m. Saturdays;  2 p.m. Sundays
Special performances: 3 p.m. Friday, Nov. 25; 8 p.m.  Dec. 

20; 8 p.m. Dec. 21
Pay-What-You-Can: 3 p.m. Friday, Nov. 25

$20 Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings; $25 Friday 
and Saturday evenings; $22 Saturday and Sunday matinees; 

$10 students (with valid ID); 
senior discount (65 and older) $2 off regular ticket price

(517) 655-7469
www.williamstontheatre.com

Photo of John Lepard by Chris 
Purchis; Courtesy Photo from "It's a 

Wonderful Life"

John Lepard, at 
right, takes on 
one of James 
Stewart's 
signature roles, 
above, in "This 
Wonderful Life." 

Photo by LukeAnthony Photography

Pig #1 (Anna Maier), Pig #2 (Kyle Sodman) and Pig #3 (Robert Aultz) are tired of the Big 
Bad Wolf (Edric Haleen) in “The Surprising Story of the Three Little Pigs.”

By NICOLE LaCHANCE
The Three Little Pigs, Three Billy Goats 

Gruff and Goldilocks and the Three Bears: 
We know the stories so well we can recite 
them by heart. But what if these beloved 
fairy tales took a different turn? That’s a 
question Riverwalk Theatre explores in its 
holiday children’s show, “The Surprising 
Story of the Three Little Pigs.” 

The play is about three trios of disgrun-
tled fairytale characters who’ve grown tired 
of their stories. The pigs decide they don’t 
want to be chased by a wolf, the goats are 
fed up with the troll under the bridge and 
Papa Bear decides he is sick of Goldilocks 
breaking and entering into their peaceful 
cottage. What follows is a humorous look 
at what happens when fairytale characters 
unite and try to change their fates. 

“It’s an interesting message that we 
don’t have to live life as the narrator tells 
us we have to,” said Tom Ferris, the play’s 
director. “We can strike out on our own and 
find our own possibilities.” He was drawn 
to the script because he believes it is both 
fun and instructional for all ages. 

The theater hosted a free sneak preview 
featuring four scenes from the show after 
the Silver Bells parade to kick off 
their holiday season.

Ferris has been directing for 
Riverwalk for years, dating back 
to the time performances took 
place in the Okemos Barn. As 
a former teacher, it is very 
enjoyable to direct pro-
d u c t i o n s l i k e 

“Pigs” which feature young actors, he said.
The play marks a slight change in the 

theater’s annual holiday show. Riverwalk 
usually chooses a musical for the season, 
but the script Ferris submitted, which was 
written by Linda Daugherty, was just too 
good to pass up, said Riverwalk manager 
Michael Siracuse. It 
also helped that the 
play will be directed 
by Ferris — whom 
Siracuse calls one 
of the theater’s best 
directors — and that 
is fits in with the sea-
son’s traditional kid-
friendly theme, he 
added. 

“We want to keep 
the kids involved: 
That’s our future actors out there,” Siracuse 
said.

He said in addition to theater regulars, 
many people who once brought their chil-
dren to the shows are now bringing their 
grandchildren, so Riverwalk has no inten-
tion of messing with the holiday tradition. 

Freshened-up fairy tales
Riverwalk Theatre puts ‘Surprising’ twists on classics

'The Surprising 
Story of the 

Three Little Pigs'
Through Dec. 4

Riverwalk Theatre, 228 
Museum Dr., Lansing

7 p.m. Fridays; 2 and 4:30 
p.m. Satrudays; 2 p.m. 

Sundays
$7 adults, $5 under 16

(517) 482-5700
www.riverwalktheatre.com

Photo by LukeAnthony Photography

Bret Robertson plays the toll-
collecting troll who troubles the 
Three Billy Goats Gruff in “The 
Surprising Story of the Three 
Little Pigs.”
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Absolute Gallery
307 E. Grand River Ave., Lansing

(517) 482-8845
Hours: 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Tuesday 

through Friday; 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. 

www.absolutegallery.net

Absolute Gallery, located in Old 
Town, features custom framing 

and a variety of decorative 
pieces. The wax pottery ($20), 
which is also cat-proof, works 

well for those who like the scent 
of candles but don’t like the 

flame. The gallery also has a 
wishing tree ($39.45), which can 
be decorated to suit the season, 
and a variety of vintage Michigan-

themed travel posters ($30).

Apparel Printers
3505 S. Cedar St., Lansing
(517) 882-5700
Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. www.apparelprinters.com

Apparel Printers specializes in custom 
screening on several wearable items. 
In addition to t-shirts (starting at 
$15.95) and sweatshirts ($20-25), 
the company also prints on jackets, 
uniforms, hats, bags and athletic 
wear. This gift is especially good for 
businesses wanting to give company 
gifts to their employees.
Save! Lansing Merchant

Gift Guide
This holiday season, skip the lines at the Black Friday sales and patronize Lansing’s locally owned businesses. Our 

Gift Guide will point you in the right direction.
Staying local promotes a sense of community, encourages entrepreneurship, increases job opportunities for 

people in the area and ensures that your money will stimulate Lansing’s economy since local businesses invest a 
much larger share of their revenue back into the community than the “big box” chain stores with home offices in 
other states (or other countries). A study by the Austin Independent Business Alliance determined that if you spend 
$100 at  a locally owned business, $45 stays in the local economy; spending $100 at a national chain put only $13 
back into the community.

Our gift guide features stores with distinctive gifts for everyone on your list, from art to antiques to outerwear to 
flowers. Many of these businesses are also a part of our Save! Lansing webstore (www.savelansing.com), which offers 
discounted gift certificates for 26 local businesses that can save buyers up to 55 percent off on goods and services.

This week, 10 percent of profits from Save! Lansing will be donated to the Greater Lansing Food Bank, a non-profit 
organization that provides emergency food to needy individuals and families in Ingham, Eaton and Clinton counties. 
What better way to give thanks than by giving back to those in need?

Read on for ideas to help you cross every last person off your list.

Write-ups by Nicole LaChance, Carlee Schepeler & Cristina Toscano

Save! Lansing merchants 
are marked with 
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Rediscover Smith Floral & Greenhouses

1124 E. Mt. Hope, Lansing
(517) 484-5327

Massage

&

Wellness

(517) 203-1113

201 E. Grand River, Suite 19, East Lansing

Validated Parking Available!

This Year Give Them Time Away from Everything…

At an Affordable Price!

From $49/hr for Students/Seniors/Military

And $59/hr for General Public!

Holiday Gift Certificates

Available in our Office, or Online:

www.massageandwellnessonline.com

SALE  

Oa2011 Gift GuideO
a

Bonilla Salon and Spa
635 S/ Waverly Road,  Suite A, Lansing
(517) 886-7424
Hours: 8 a.m.-8 p.m., Monday through Saturday; closed Sunday
www.bonillasalon.com

Create your own gift basket at Bonilla Salon and Spa, which features 
the complete product line of Redken Hair products, Bedhead, Paul 
Mitchell and Matrix: Prices range from $25-$125. Gift certificates are 
also available for massage specials, pedicures and manicures. Bonilla 
sells an exclusive speciality lines of Wim'in'fok' shirts and sweatshirts 
produced by the local female-owned clothing company; prices range 
from $15-30. Save! Lansing Merchant

Capitol City Grille
111 N. Grand Ave., Lansing

(517) 267-3459
Hours: Restaurant: 6:00 a.m.-2 p.m. 

every day. Lounge: 11 a.m.-11 p.m. 
Sunday through Thursday.; 11 a.m.-
midnight. Friday and Saturday; 6:00 

a.m.-11 a.m. Dec. 24.

The Capitol City Grille, a 
contemporary American 
restaurant located in the 

Radisson Hotel, features a 
Christmas Jazz Show for 

their lounge guests from 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. on Dec. 18. The 

restaurant also be hosting a 
New Year’s Eve party in the 

hotel banquet rooms (details 
to be determined). The dining 

room will feature more intimate 
options, including a couples 

menu and champagne specials, 
along with the regular menu. Gift 

certificates are available in any 
amount, but call ahead of time 

to have them printed up. 
Save! Lansing Merchant

Support our Save! Lansing 
merchants at:
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517.482.8845
307 East Grand River, OLD TOWN

The place to find that "perfect" gift!
Create a new holiday tradition

11-7 Tues.-Fri.

11-5 Sat. & Sun.

• Stunning Jewelry
• Glimmering Glass
• Fanciful, Functional 
  Ceramics
• Happy Toys

Open 7 days a week with  
extended holiday hours.
Mackerel Sky Gallery  211 M.A.C. 
Ave., East Lansing

(517) 351-2211  •  mackerelsky.com

DOWNTOWN EAST LANSING HOLIDAY SHOPPING,NOV. 25-DEC. 24

Oa

2011 Gift GuideO
a

Gallery 1212
1212 Turner St., Lansing
(517) 999-1212
Hours: 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday; Noon-5 p.m. Sunday.

Gallery 1212 has a wide assortment of prints, wall mounts, glass lamps 
($180-$450), dishes and pressed bottles ($15). Original art by B. Craig 
Cossey hangs on the walls in the back room, where the owners host classes 
focusing on fused glass, pottery, sculpture or watercolor. Gift certificates 
are available. Petting the resident cat is free of charge. 
Save! Lansing Merchant

Grove Gallery Co-Op
325 Grove St., Suite A,
East Lansing
(517) 333-7180
Hours: 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday; 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday; noon 
to 4 p.m. Sunday
grovegallerycoop.com

Shocking pops of color are 
all over this gallery, be it 
on prints of an amusement 
park ($125-$350) or glass 
flowers ($225). A unique 
tiled window ($350) is 
just one of the pieces 
by in-house member 
MargaBeth Cibulka. 
Cheaper options are 
beaded jewelry, scarves 
and textured wall art.

A
D
F

A

D

D
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Make holiday gift giving unique!

Looking for the perfect 
family gifts, staff presents 

or corporate ideas?
We provide Custom Screen 

Printing & Embroidery
From custom hat's, messenger bags 

to hoodies and modern apparel

3505 S. Cedar St., Lansing 

517.882.5700
www.apparelprinters.com

3505 S. Cedar St., Lansing 

517.882.5700
www.apparelprinters.com

635 Waverly Rd. Ste. A, Lansing

www.bonillasalon.com

Holiday Specials:
Hour Massage & Pedicure 
with Para�n Dip $90 (served 
with hot cup of apple cider)

Day of Beauty
One hour massage, pedicure, 
manicure and style $130
Shellac manicure and 
pedicure $55 re

la
xBonilla’ssalon and spa

517.886.7424

Oa2011 Gift GuideO
a

Katalyst Gallery
1214 Turner St., Lansing
(517) 708-8916
Hours: 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday through Saturday; 
Noon-5 p.m. Sunday.

Katalyst Gallery features a unique assortment 
of beaded jewelry, candles, home décor and 
handbags ($58-$158). A modern-looking fish tank 
($35) will warm the heart of the pet lover on 
your holiday list. Katalyst is located next door to 
Gallery 1212, and the galleries pride themselves 
on their different inventories.

Kellie’s Consignments
4800 Okemos Road, Okemos

(517) 574-4523
kelliesconsignments.com

Hours: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday through Friday; 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday; noon-6 p.m. Sunday

The motto here is “expect the unexpected.” Kellie’s Consignments specializes in 
men’s, women’s and children’s clothing, home décor and furnishings. That stylish 
person on your list will appreciate Coach purses starting at $20, $300 designer 
jeans for less than $100 and unique gift items, such as Waterford Crystal bowls 

for $40. “People think you can’t shop at consignment stores for gifts, but we have 
many brand-new items mixed in with gently used items,” says owner/operator Kellie 
Johnson. “We also have something else no other consignment store in town offers: 

returns through Jan. 10.” Save! Lansing Merchant

Lamb’s Gate Antiques
1219 Turner St., Lansing
(517) 999-2617
Hours: 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday; Noon-5 p.m. for First 
Sunday Gallery Walk

Lamb’s Gate Antiques literally has something for everybody, and its 
reasonable prices don’t hurt either. The store has pottery, toys, furniture, 
and costume and classic jewelry in the neighborhood of $24-$55. For the 
cold-blooded fashionistas on your list, explore the vintage clothes and 
outerwear lining the back walls.

O L D  T O W N  L A N S I N G
1 2 2 0  T U R N E R  S T .

Fresh Flowers
Michigan Made Edibles

Local Art & Jewelry
Repurposed Wares

A
D
F
F
AF

Support our 
Save! Lansing 
merchants at:
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Kellie’s

 Consignments

Expect the unexpected...
Ladies - Men’s - Teens 
Couture Kids & Babies
Jewelry - Purses - Accessories
Furniture & Home Accents

4800 Okemos Road, Okemos  
Located adjacent to Meijer

Gently used mixed with lots 
of new. Open 7 days a week!

(517) 574-4523

$5 OFF
Your purchase of $25 or more
Must present coupon

  

Kellie’s

 

Consignments

&
www.kelliesconsignments.com

beads   findings   jewelry   accessories   gifts

517.267.1479
1207 Turner Street, Lansing
www.beadafullboutique.com

Tues-Fri 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Saturday 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Sunday 12 p.m.-4 p.m.

Have a bead-a-full Holiday Season!

Love, Betti
100 E. Grand River Ave., Lansing
(517) 484-2131
Hours: 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday; noon-5 p.m. 
Sunday

This Old Town boutique is a 
spot for finding unique gifts for 
that person on your list with 
discriminating tastes. You can 
never go wrong with a little 
bling: used and new jewelry 
ranges from $8 rings to $275 
necklaces. A vintage ice bucket 
($24) is just the thing for that guy 
who just finished building a bar 
in his basement. Leather jackets, 
fur hats, vintage lamps, cards, 
and contemporary/mid-century 
furniture (including a gorgeous 
wood-and-metal coffee table) are 
all available here. Love, Betti also 
features work from local artists, 
allowing you to support local arts 
and brighten up a wall in one fell 
swoop.

Oa

2011 Gift GuideO
a

Laundry Pure
(517) 927-4342
www.ecobusiness.com/
peterhurth/products

Laundry Pure is a new product that aims to save consumers 
money and clean clothes in a greener way. It washes clothes 
in cold water only and eliminates the need for detergents and 
bleach, all the while promising to make clothes brighter, fluffier 
and longer-lasting. The product has been featured on Fox News 
and is estimated to save about $1.25 per load. Call for more 
information.

Hours:  Tues.-Fri. 11-6, Sat. 11-5 and Sun. 12-5
1212 Turner Street   Old Town, Lansing 48906

Phone 517-999-1212 e-mail; info@gallery1212.com

Jann Lardie
Award-winning artist exploring 

ceramic sculpture and pottery. From $10.

Craig Cossey
Five-time finalist in 

The Artists Magazine 
International Com-

petition. His paintings 
say, “slow down, 

take a closer look.” 
Rebecca Stafford 
offers commissioned 
portraits starting at 
$150 and drawing 
classes.  Donna 
Randall offers water 
media classes. Gift 
Certificates are 
available.

517.862.1258
www.partylite.biz/sheiladetzler

Enjoy shopping 
online Cyber 
Monday (Nov. 28) 
and save 30%
on everything 
in the online 
outlet.

Book a show 
now for

Jan. 1-15 and 
earn an extra
$100 in free 

product credit.

Support our 
Save! Lansing 
merchants at:
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Visit sapergalleries.com today!

Michigan art
from $19
framed

Stone sculptures 
from $60

Blown glass 
from $62

Gonsalves
prints from $99

Framing for your budget

Gift certificates 
in any amount!

Mackerel Sky
211 M.A.C. Ave., East Lansing (517) 351-2211

Hours: 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday through Wednesday; 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday; 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday; noon to 5 p.m. Sun. 
Holiday Hours: Monday 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Tuesday (Dec. 13)-Friday 10 

a.m.- 8 p.m.

Mackerel Sky gives you a taste of holiday spirit from the moment 
you step inside and see the ornaments ($10-$25) hanging on 
the Christmas tree. The store features everything you need 

to prepare for your holiday celebrations — linens, host gifts, 
dishes, cards — as well as everything you’ll need to fashionably 

take on the cold weather: hats, scarves, coats, handbags, 
jewelry and hand-blown glass ($275).

Save! Lansing Merchant

Michigan State University College of 
Veterinary Medicine
shop.msu.edu

What better way to support a local student group and give 
the perfect gift to that pet-lover on your list? Gift ideas 
include dog bowls ($12), "Sparty Dog" leashes ($20) and 
"vanishing" thermal mugs ($17) that reveal X-ray images 
of a cat, cog, horse or cow when tfilled with a hot liquid. 
Proceeds support the MSU College of Veterinary Medicine 
student programs.

Polka Dots Bead-A-Full Boutique
1207 Turner St., Lansing

(517) 267-1479
Hours: 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Tuesday through Friday; 11 

a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday; Noon.-4 p.m. Sunday. 
www.polkadotsbeads.com

In addition to beads and beading supplies, Polka 
Dots Bead-A-Full Boutique features an array of 

decorative and wearable items, such a magnets, 
shoes and on-the-go coffee mugs. Some of the 

popular products are the Curly Girl brand items 
($12-$35), the vintage headbands ($16) and the 

Lori Mitchell holiday figurines ($22-$40). The 
shop also features several of artist Kelly Rae 

Roberts’ items ($20-$39).

1214 Turner Street • Old Town Lansing • (517) 708.8916 | Hours: M-Sat 10-7 • Sun 12-5

KATALYST
ART GALLERY & GIFT BOUTIQUE

Joseph Joseph
nesting bowls

Handmade eco 
friendly handbags

Chilewich
placemats

Umbra fishhotel

Hours: 
Mon-Sat: 10-8
Sun: Noon-5 
100 E. Grand River Ave., Lansing

517.484.2131
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The Record Lounge
111 Division St., East Lansing
(517) 574-5889
Hours: 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through Friday; 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday; 
noon-5 p.m. Sunday. www.therecordlounge.net

There’s something to please any music lover on your list in the bins of 
this East Lansing staple, which carries everything from vintage vinyl 
to new pressings of classic albums and recent releases from local 
musicians. Need to find a Japanese issue of “The Beatles: 1962-1966” 
($60), or a limited-edition virgin vinyl copy of Kate Bush’s “Hounds of 
Love” ($24)? Look no further. And if you’re hunting for hard-to-find used 
records, check out the Record Lounge’s bins. Whether it’s Pigmeat 
Markham’s comic “The Hustlers” (featuring the unforgettable “Smelly 
Ice Cream”) or Paul Davis’ mellow “Cool Night” (which includes his Top 
10 smash “’65 Love Affair”), you can take it home for 50 cents. The 
store also sells stereo equipment (a Technics turntable is $55) and 
some fun, funky artwork: Celebrate the heyday of Peter Fonda with 
reproductions of posters for “The Trip” and “Easy Rider” ($6 each).

Saper Gallery
433 Albert Ave., East Lansing
(517)351-0815
10 a.m. through 6 p.m. Monday through Wednesday, and Friday and 
Saturday; 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Thursday; open 1-4 p.m. on the first Sunday of 
each month. www.sapergallery.com

For 33 years, Saper Galleries has been offering paintings, prints, drawings, 
sculptures, and mobiles, which has made it a destination for local art 
enthusiasts. Gift ideas under $100 range from hand-blown glass, hand-
crafted wooden boxes, ceramic tiles and kinetic art media. Got a Grinch-y 
person that’s hard to shop for? Saper Galleries features artwork by none 
other than Dr. Seuss. Pieces by Michigan artist Kathleen Chaney Fritz start 
at under $20, with other recent acquisitions this holiday season including 
unique work from Brazil and Costa Rica. Don’t worry if you’re shopping for 
someone out of town: Saper Galleries ships across the world and displays 
links to what's new on its home page. A

D
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All vinyl & more

111 Division St.
East Lansing, MI 48823

Mon-Fri: 11-5 | Sat: 11-6 | Sun: 12-5

Downtown East Lansing Holiday Shopping 
November 25th through December 24th

Vintage stereo equipment

Largest local selection

Stickers & posters

Band t-shirts
517-574-5889

Grand Ledge: 208 S. Bridge St., Ph 517.627.6811
Lansing: 1219 Turner St., Ph 517.999.2617

www.lambsgateantiques.com

Got the Christmas blues?
Don't take it out on the turkey. 

Just shop at Lambs' Gate
Antiques & Salvage Yard!

MSU COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE

VANISHING ANIMAL 
COFFEE MUGS

Add hot coffee and 
the animals disappear, 
revealing their skeletons! 
(cow, dog, cat, and horse)

SPARTY CAT & SPARTY DOG
PET FOOD BOWLS

SPARTY DOG
LEASHES

PROCEEDS SUPPORT MSU·CVM STUDENT PROGRAMS

LEASHES

PET FOO

SPARTY DOG
EASHES

Perfect gifts for 
your Spartan Fan!

Oa2011 Gift GuideO
a

Schuler Books and Music
1883 Grand River Ave., Okemos (517) 348-8840
Hours: 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday through Saturday; 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday
2820 Towne Center Blvd., Lansing (517) 316-7495
Hours: 9:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 9:30 a.m.-10 p.m. Friday and Saturday; 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Sunday. 
www.schulerbooks.com

Schuler Books and Music carries several series box sets, such as “The Inheritance Cycle” (currently on sale 
for $71.58 for hardcover) and “The Hunger Games” ($53.94), as well as Harry Potter-themed gifts, such as 
the complete DVD set ($78.99) and a complete behind-the-scenes movie guide ($75). They also have a fair-
trade section featuring international items (45-$30). Gift certificates are available in any amount and can be 
used in store or online. The store will be having a Black Friday sale with up to 50 percent off select items.

Smith Floral and Greenhouses
1124 E Mount Hope Ave.  Lansing 
(517) 484-5327
Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday; 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Saturday; closed Sunday. 
www.smithfloral.com

Holiday decorating is made easy 
at Smith Floral and Greenhouses. 
This 105-year-old business sells 
poinsettias, Christmas Cactus, indoor 
and outdoor wreaths and garlands, 
Kissing Balls and a broad selection of 
Christmas gifts. Smith also specializes 
in holiday floral arrangements of both 
fresh and silk flowers and delivers 
to Bath, Dewitt, Dimondale, East 
Lansing, Grand Ledge, Haslett, Holt, 
Lansing, Mason, Okemos, Potterville 
and Williamston. To ensure on-time 
delivery of your flowers, place your 
order at least one day beforehand. 
You can order via email at 
smithfloral@tds.net or call (517)484-
5327.  Save! Lansing Merchant

Tallulah’s Folly
1220 Turner St., Lansing 

(517) 485-4166
Hours: 10 a.m. -7 p.m. Monday through Saturday; 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday.

Tallulah’s Folly features Michigan-made products, including books 
by local authors; jewelry by local artists and edibles: a collection of 

Mitten-made hot sauce, mustard, relish and Bloody Mary mix is hidden 
in the back. Coffee, fudge and festive Christmas music are sure to 

warm your spirits.

ADFFAF

Support our Save! Lansing 
merchants at:



By BILL CASTANIER
Give ho-ho Hemingway books this holi-

day season. Several new books on “Papa” 
are on every Hemingway lovers list this 
holiday season and, surprisingly, they pro-
vide some new insight into the world of 
one of the greatest writers of the 20th cen-
tury. I say “surprisingly” because writing 
about Hemingway is a literary industry.

Paul Hendrickson’s “Hemingway’s Boat” 
is an unusual biography of Hemingway in 
that it uses his beloved boat, The Pilar, as 
the vehicle for telling the story. Hemingway 
used the boat from 1934 to 1961 to enter-
tain, to chase women and German subs 
and to teach his boys about the manly 
art of fishing, which was one of his many 
obsessions. This book, somewhat sympa-
thetic to Hemingway, allows you to see a 
different side of this conflicted writer.

“The Paris Wife,” by University of 
Michigan graduate Paula McLain, is a fic-
tional re-creation of Hemingway’s first wife 
Hadley Richardson’s relationship with the 
writer who, in the retelling, shows how she 
provided him the grounding to become a 
great writer. This meticulously researched 
book doesn’t sugar-coat a relationship that 
ran aground in just six years. 

“The Letters of Ernest Hemingway:1907-
1922,” the first of an expected 16 volumes, is 
a great companion piece to McLain’s book 
since it follows Hemingway from a young 
man to adulthood, including his courtship 
of Richardson. Letters are often the purist 
form of writing; these letters are no differ-
ent.

It’s fun to follow the progression of 
Hemingway’s writing from a young boy to 
a member of the Lost Generation. Some 80 
percent of the letters have never been pub-
lished and many of them relate to his time 
in Michigan. The book also will provide an 
incentive for anyone harboring old love let-
ters to follow Richardson’s dictum and burn 
them.

Unlike his Pulitzer Prize-winning 
“Middlesex,” Jeffrey Eugenides’ “The 
Marriage Plot” has very little in the way of 
a Michigan connection. But it still has the 
magic you have come to expect from the 
cerebral author. This semi-autobiograph-
ical novel follows three soon-to-be gradu-
ates of Brown University (Eugenides’ alma 
mater) as they enter the world in the 1980s. 
The gorgeous Madeleine, a literary scholar 
of great depth, is pursued by two suitors: 
One is a classic bad boy, while the other is 
looking for satisfaction in religion. Anyone 
who was ever 20 will love this tale.

“The Art of Fielding,” by debut author 
Chad Harbach, is more than just a tip 

of the hat to Bernard Malamud’s “The 
Natural.” Sure, it’s a coming-of-age base-
ball book in which life serves up some bad 
bounces. But it’s also a lot of fun and an 
unusual romantic romp for the charac-
ters who populate the campus of Westish, 
where small-town boy Henry goes to exer-
cise his exceptional baseball skills.

Not the most uplifting holiday story 
(or maybe it is), “Salvage the Bones,” by 
University of Michigan fine arts graduate 
Jesmyn Ward, is a troubling look at pover-
ty, love, loyalty and fear, all coming togeth-
er for a Mississippi family during a 12-day 
period encompassing Hurricane Katrina. 
This book, which won the National Book 
Award for fiction, will tug at your gut and 
put a human face on the “99 Percent.” It’s 
been described as the “Occupy the National 
Book Award.”

“Rin Tin Tin: The Life and the Legend” 

will not only bring a smile to your face, 
but will make you want to cuddle the next 
German Shepherd you see.

It’s the story of an orphaned dog rescued 
from a World War I battlefield that goes on 
to symbolize everything that is great about 
America — but mostly it is about the love 
between animals and man.

Written by the incredibly talented 
University of Michigan graduate Susan 
Orlean (author of “The Orchid Thief ”), this 
book will tell you the behind-the-scenes 
stories about a movie star we all rooted for. 
Anyone who has a dog will want this book 
under the tree.

For those who want to put a little mag-
ic in their life Erin Morgenstern’s “The 
Night Circus” is the ticket. A little bit of 
“Chocolat,” Cirque du Soleil and “Love 
Story” (without the grief ) make this a love 
story you will still be talking about in the 

spring. This debut author 
is a storyteller beyond her 
years and, as a bonus, the 
book itself is a piece of 
art. (This book should be 
a great gift for a couple I 
know whose daughter is 
off to join the circus.)

Christmas wouldn’t 
be Christmas without 
children, and three out-
standing children’s books 
— with Michigan themes 
— should be in Santa’s 
bag for all the good little 
boys and girls.

“A Nation’s Hope” is 
the beautifully told story 
of Detroit’s Joe Louis 
and his legendary battle 
against German boxer 
Max Schmeling.

Illustrated by the 
Caldecott Artist Kadir 
Nelson, the book was 
named by Publisher’s 
Weekly as one of the 10 
best illustrated children 
books of the year. This 
book will help keep The 
Brown Bomber’s legacy 
alive for another genera-
tion.

“Magic Trash” is just as 
beautiful a book. It would have to be, since 
it is a children’s biography of a Michigan 
treasure, Detroit artist Tyree Guyton, who 
represents everything that is good about 
resilient Detroiters.

For those who don’t know, Guyton is the 
artist behind the monumental Heidelberg 
Project in Detroit. The book shows how 
this talented artist creates work that serves 
to tangle with our conscience and pierce 
our souls.

Finally, University of Michigan-trained 
artist and writer Chris Van Allsburg is 
behind the exquisite “Lady of the Falls,” 
about a Bay City woman who was the first 
person to ride over Niagara Falls and live.

The book is not only about a brave 
woman, but also about the many foibles 
that make up the fabric of our heroes and 
heroines.
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Curious Book Shop 
307 E. Grand River * E. Lansing 
332-0112 * We validate parking 

Mon - Sat 10 - 8*, Sun 12 - 5 

Fri - Sat - Sun 
50% off 

All Coffee Table Books 
All Three Floors 

Worth 
booking
Pick up page-turners 
from Jeffrey Eugenides, 
Erin Morgenstern and 
Ernest Hemingway

Courtesy photo

Spend the holiday season catching up your reading with these suggested titles.



Q: For 10 years, 
this woman and 
I have had a hot-
and-cold long-dis-
tance relationship, 
the temperature of 
which she’s always 

controlled. She’s 56; I’m 46. Last year, she 
felt ready to try for something lasting. She 
couldn’t afford to travel, so I paid for her 
flight. She stayed with me for two wonder-
ful, passionate months, and then we vaca-
tioned together in February. I paid for her 
flight, rental car, hotel, and meals. Again, 
it was very passionate. Last month, we 
vacationed together again, funded by me. 
The day she arrived, she declared her sex 
life a thing of the past. I was stunned and 
found sharing the bed rather challenging, 
but I’ve never forced myself on any wom-
an and I’m not about to start. My friends 
are now fuming. I counter that in funding 
everything, it was never my intention to be 
paying for “horizontal refreshment.” Was 
she wrong to agree to this trip and then 
change the terms of our relationship? Am 
I in denial in not feeling angry?

—Wondering

A: When you've been romantic with a 
woman for a decade and you’re taking her 
on yet another “passionate” getaway, it’s 
reasonable to expect she’ll be interested in 
doing more in bed than letting you watch 
as she does the crossword puzzle. (If she’s 
feeling kinky, you could be in for some 
mind-blowing sudoku.)

It cost you, what, $3,000 — the price of 
a TV the size of a small European country 
— to have her personally deliver the news 
that she wouldn’t be having sex with you? 
You’d be leading your friends in fuming if 
you hadn’t gotten all tangled up in your 
self-image as a gentleman. And no, just 
because a man buys a woman something 
— dinner, for example — that doesn’t 
mean she owes him sex. But, let’s be hon-
est; we all know he isn’t buying dinner out 
of an overwhelming desire to feed hungry 
females free lobster, and it isn’t brotherly 
benevolence that’s behind an all-expens-

es-paid vacation from a man who does not 
earn a living as a game show host.

The question is, was this woman’s lack 
of pre-vacation disclosure a random act 
of jerkhood, utterly unpredictable, like a 
Russian satellite landing on some poor 
schlub’s beater Yugo? Or, more likely, was 
it utterly predictable based on years of 
your showing her you’d take whatever she 
dished out? Your lack of anger is telling. 
Anger gets triggered when you feel some-
body’s shorted you on something you were 
entitled to — like the courtesy of a phone call 
(before you paid for yet another “passionate 
vacation”) informing you that the birds are 
taxidermied and the bees are dead.

Chances are, you’re a too-nice guy — a 
guy whose “niceness” is actually suckup-
py-ness, who believes his perceived loser-
hood will be “cured” if only he can get into 
a relationship. Ironically, the loserhood is 
caused by the willingness to do anything 
for love. That doesn’t get you love; it gets 
you doing anything and everything for it 
and ending up with blue balls and a big 
hotel bill. In the future, even if you can’t 
quite believe you deserve a mutual rela-
tionship, you need to risk acting as if you 
do, and speak up and even bail whenever 
one turns out not to be. Everything won’t 
always be 50/50, but you and a woman 
you take on a romantic vacation should be 
on the same page about the proper place-
ment of the “Do Not Disturb” sign: on 
the doorknob all weekend, as opposed to 
around her neck.

Q: Several of my Jewish friends have 
found love on JDate. I am a 32-year-old 
man who isn’t Jewish and has no aspi-
ration to convert but would like to give 
JDate a try. Huge faux pas? 

—Lapsed Catholic

A: JDate advertises that its mission is 
sustaining “Jewish traditions” — appar-
ently including the tradition of pissing off 
one’s parents by getting together with a 
Catholic. Where I live, in the 21 to 41 age 
group, I counted 279 non-Jewish JDaters, 
including four lesbians looking for nice 

Jewish girls. The thing to be wary of is that 
people are prone to be overly inclusive at 
the point of sale. A woman may sincerely 
believe some interfaithy thing can work, 
and then the relationship gets serious and 
her parents lay on the pressure, and before 
you know it, you’re getting dumped for 
Shlomo McShlomowitz. Should you end 
up dating some hot Hebrew, as tempt-
ing as it is to focus on all the ways you’re 
compatible, you’d better dig into all the 
ways you’re not. Sure, relationships are 
compromise, but it’s one thing to put off 
the zombie movie till next weekend and 
another thing entirely to try to answer the 
question “What will the children be?” with 
“Jewish on Wednesdays and Catholic on 
the weekends?”

Give till it Hertz & Odd Manischewitz out

©2011 Jonesin’ Crosswords • For answers to this puzzle, call: 1-900-226-2800, 99 cents per minute.  Must be 18+. Or to bill to
your credit card, call: 1-800-655-6548.            Answers Page 31

Amy alkon
adviceamy@aol.com

Advice Goddess      © 2011 Amy Alkon, all rights reserved.              
To read more of Amy's advice and 

guidance, please visit our Web site at 
www.lansingcitypulse.com 

Jonesin' Crossword                                               By Matt Jones

City Pulse Classifieds Interested in placing a classified ad in City Pulse?
Call (517) 999-5066 or email adcopy@lansingcitypulse.com

“No Way!" —let's 
clean it up.
by Matt Jones

Across
1 Summarize
6 Yellowfin tuna
9 Pinocchio’s was apt 
to grow
13 North of the Iran-
Contra hearings
14 Fanged movie crea-
ture, for short
15 Tree of Knowledge 
spot
16 Japanese city
17 “___ le roi!”
18 Part of a November 
count
19 They offer hyped-up 
sermons?
22 “Traffic” org.
23 German region with 
lots of coal (anagram of 
SARA)
24 Type of insurance
27 What paintings do, in 
an art gallery?
33 Weather vane dir.
34 “In the Valley of ___” 
(2007 Tommy Lee Jones 
film)
35 Planet featured in “At-
tack of the Clones”
36 Herbie the Love Bug, 
for more mature audi-
ences?
40 Related to a pelvic 
bone
41 Boxing Australians
42 “Do the ___” (soft 
drink catchphrase)
43 Gollum-like phrase 
for getting a strike in 
bowling?
46 KISS frontman Sim-
mons
47 “Zip-___-Doo-Dah”
48 Plant on college 
buildings
50 They’ve cleaned up 
the four theme entries 
above

57 “Switched-On Bach” 
synthesizer
58 “___ Lap” (1983 film)
59 Surname of the broth-
ers behind “It’s Your 
Thing”
60 Part of Julius 
Caesar’s dying words, 
supposedly
61 Count starting word
62 Unit for light bulbs
63 Nutjob
64 Four Monopoly prop-
erties, for short
65 Defeat crushingly

Down
1 It may be saved for 
dessert
2 Actress Lanchester
3 Scottish family
4 Martial art meaning 
“the way of harmonious 
spirit”
5 What the V sign sym-
bolizes
6 Two-time Indy 500 win-

ner ___ Luyendyk
7 Lake ___, Ariz. (cur-
rent home of the former 
London Bridge)
8 Polar covering
9 Worse than a has-been
10 Funk
11 Collector’s collections
12 Carbon compound 
suffix
14 Commercial skipper, 
perhaps
20 Italian woman’s name
21 Butthole Surfers lead 
singer Gibby
24 Anticipate
25 Jermaine, to Prince 
Michael
26 “Climate is what we 
expect, weather is what 
we get” author
28 Helmet ___ (reality 
show prop)
29 “SNL” alum Oteri
30 Put up with
31 “Two Women” actress 
Sophia

32 Lerner’s “My Fair 
Lady” collaborator
34 Do a cryptographer’s 
job
37 Speed trap tool
38 King with big hair
39 Calf told to “git along”
44 
Finder:keeper::loser___:
45 It precedes lands, 
world or regions
46 Drywall component
49 Bridal covers
50 ___ speak
51 “And your little dog 
too!” dog
52 Without
53 Twisted, like a smile
54 “Being ___: A Pup-
peteer’s Journey” (2011 
documentary)
55 Stink up the joint
56 Last word of a New 
Year’s song
57 “Spaceballs” director 
Brooks

Physicist: The Michigan State University National 
Superconducting Cyclotron Laboratory seeks qualified 
candidates for the following full time positions: Engineer (East 
Lansing, MI): Electromagnetic finite element modeling of 
niobium superconducting half wave resonator and quarter wave 
resonator cavities of linear accelerator using the commercial 
software ANALYST; simulate the electromagnetic field of the 
cavities to perform the optimization of the cavities. Ph.D. in 
Mechanical Engineering + 1 year exp. as a Research Scientist 
or related research engineering occupation. Experience must 
include use of engineering codes to analyze flow dynamics 
and material response. To apply for this posting, please go 
to www.jobs.msu.edu and search for posting number 5428. 
MSU is committed to achieving excellence through cultural 
diversity. The university actively encourages applications and/
or nominations from women, persons of color, veterans and 
persons with disabilities. MSU is an affirmative action, equal 
opportunity employer.

DELIVERY DRIVER NEEDED
City Pulse needs a driver with car to deliver the paper on 
Wednesdays starting by 9 a.m. Call (517) 999-5069.
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Wednesday, November 23
Classes and Seminars
Overeaters Anonymous. 7 p.m. Grand Ledge 
Baptist Church, 1120 W. Willow Hwy., Grand Ledge. 
(517) 256-6954. 
Community Yoga. Power yoga class. 6:30-8 p.m. 
FREE. Just B Yoga, 106 Island Ave., Lansing. (517) 
488-5260. 
Meditation. For beginners and experienced. 7-9 
p.m. FREE. Vietnamese Buddhist Temple, 3015 S. 
Washington Square, Lansing. (517) 351-5866 . 
Making Parenting Fun. Sessions include disci-
pline, chores, homework, nutrition, activities and 
more. 7-8 p.m. FREE. South Church of the Nazarene, 
401 W. Holmes Road, Lansing. 
"The Money Master." Movie and discussion on 
the rise of the Federal Reserve and the threat to 
democracy. 2 p.m. FREE. CADL Downtown Lansing 
Library, 401 S. Capitol Ave., Lansing. (517) 367-6300. 
www.cadl.org.
After School Tutoring. Our tutors create an 
Individual Learning Plan; 32 hours of tutoring is 
offered per student. 2:40-4:50 p.m. FREE. Eastern 
High School, 220 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. (517) 
755-1050. www.lansingschools.net.

Events
Practice Your English. Speaking and listening to 
English 7-8 p.m. FREE. East Lansing Public Library, 
950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. (517) 351-2420. 
Thanksgiving Drop-in Crafts. Kids ages 5-10 can 
make a craft to take home. 4 p.m. FREE. CADL South 
Lansing Library, 3500 S. Cedar St., Lansing. (517) 272-
9840. www.cadl.org/events.

Listings deadline is 5 p.m. the THURSDAY BEFORE publication. Paid classes will be listed in print at the cost of one 
enrollment (maximum $20). Please submit them to the events calendar at www.lansingcitypulse.com. If you need help, 
please call Jessica at (517) 999-5069. E-mail information to calendar@lansingcitypulse.com.

See Out on the Town, Page 29

East Lansing asks for Moore
The Michigan State University Concert Auditorium hosts Flint native, Oscar-winning filmmaker (“Bowling for 
Columbine,” “Sicko”) and author Michael Moore’s return to East Lansing. It’s Moore’s first visit to the auditorium 
since the 2004-05 season, and he will discuss his most recent book, “Here Comes Trouble: Stories From My Life.” 
The memoir includes his interactions with prominent figures such as Robert F. Kennnedy and Ronald Reagan. Moore 
also has two additional books published by Simon and Schuster, “Will They Ever Trust Us Again: Letters from the 
War Zone,” which contains a collection of letters he has received from soldiers in Iraq and from their families, and 
“The Official Fahrenheit 9/11 Reader.” 7:30 p.m. $7.50, $5 students. The MSU Concert Auditorium, MSU Campus, East 
Lansing. (800) WHARTON. www.whartoncenter.com. 

Potter Park Zoo will kick off the 19th annual Wonderland of Lights. 
After recovering from a turkey-and-mashed-potato-induced 
food coma, visitors can get outside and marvel at the thousands 
of sparkling lights as they stroll through the zoo. “It’s important 
for the community to offer unique opportunities to enjoy the 
cooler weather, and we’re glad the zoo can be one of those 
places,” said Sherrie Graham, executive director of the Potter 
Park Zoological Society. Those attending can partake in seasonal 
activities, such as cookie decorating and crafts, carolers, story-
telling and live animal presentations. This year’s Wonderland will 
include new holiday light displays, animal silhouettes, a cozy 
bonfire and live musical performances. The event akes place 
Thursdays−Sundays, and ends on Dec. 23. $4; $3 seniors; $2 
kids ages 3-16; FREE members. 5-8 p.m. Potter Park Zoo, 1301 S. 
Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. (517) 483-4222. 

Greet the season with radiance
Nov. 25

Fine art and music 
(SCENE) Metrospace is partnering with the Record Lounge to provide East Lansing shoppers a chance to purchase 
fine arts and music on sale. The one-day sale features the work of artists Liz Sweet, Eddie Lahti, Tom Sheerin, 
Kimberly Lavon, RobShelburgh, Christ Callihan, Samskee Delgato, Tom Wright, Peter Richards, Marc Wolfe, Julia 
Lubas and Aaron Curtner. The Record Lounge has sales on selected LPs, including Pink Floyd (“The Wall,” 7” box 
set), The Beatles (“The Singles,” 7” box set) and The Doors (“L.A. Woman,” 7”singles box set). 11 a.m.-6 p.m. FREE. 
(SCENE) Metrospace, 110 Charles St., & The Record Lounge, 111 Division St., East Lansing. (517) 319-6832.

Nov. 25

A twist on storytelling 
Kellie Stonebrook will test her new skills of ventriloquism while 
playing four different characters — Wanda the Wacky Witch, 
Teddy Kuddles, Wendall the little green dragon and herself — 
in “Fairy Dust Theater” at Stormfield Theatre. It’s the  first 
performance she’ll do at the theater. Stonebrook says the real 
challenge isn’t playing four different characters — she’s done 
that done before — but talking without moving her lips may be 
a little more challenging because she learned ventriloquism with 
storytelling just this past summer. She’s using her new skills 
as a teaching tool to help children learn the different elements 
of storytelling. In March, she’ll host a three-day workshop for 
first through fourth graders who have seen one of her plays. The 
workshop will focus on character development, ways to portray 
characters to make the story interesting, setting, problem and 
resolution. 2 p.m. $5 per person. Stormfield Theatre, 201 Morgan 
Lane, Lansing. Additional performances at 2 p.m. January 7 & 21, 
2012;  March 10 and 24.

Nov. 26

•Residential snow 
  removal & salting
•FREE estimates

Dependable Services Since 1986

LAWN • LANDSCAPE • SNOW
R. Knott Services

(517) 993-2052 
(517) 694-7502

Call

Courtesy Photo

Nov. 29

Nov. 10



621, 621 E. Michigan Ave. Too Smooth for Notes, 8 p.m. Native Sons, 9 p.m. Lyric'lee, 9 p.m. DJ Cutt Nice, 7 p.m.
Colonial Bar, 3425 S. MLK Jr. Blvd.    Circuit Tree, 9 p.m. Circuit Tree, 9 p.m.
Brannigan Brothers, 210 S. Washington Square   Jammin' DJs, 9 p.m. Jammin' DJs, 9 p.m. Jammin' DJs, 9 p.m.
Crunchy's, 254 W. Grand River Ave. Cloud Magic, 10 p.m. Karaoke, 9 p.m. Karaoke, 9 p.m. Karaoke, 9 p.m.
Dublin Square, 327 Abbot Road   Avon Bomb & DJ Donnie D, 10 p.m. The Smoking Jackets, 10 p.m.
Exchange, 314 E. Michigan Ave. Shawn Hughes, 9 p.m. Tryst Thursdays, 8:30 p.m.   Smooth Daddy, 9 p.m. Smooth Daddy, 9 p.m.
The Firm, 227 S. Washington Square John Beltran, 9 p.m. DJ Skitzo. 9 p.m. DJ Donnie D, 9 p.m. DJ Skitzo, 9 p.m.
Grand Café/Sir Pizza, 201 E. Grand River Ave. Driver & Rider Show, 7 p.m. Kathy Ford Band, 7 p.m. Karaoke, 7 p.m. 
Green Door, 2005 E. Michigan Ave.  Soulstice, 9:30 p.m. Big WIlly, 9:30 p.m. Global Village, 9:30 p.m. Global Village, 9:30 p.m.	
The Loft, 414 E. Michigan Ave. DJ Arthur, 7 p.m.  Circus Asylum, 7 p.m. Wilson, 8 p.m.
Mac’s Bar, 2700 E. Michigan Ave. The Fling, 9 p.m.  The Goddamn Gallows, 9 p.m. Devin Miles, 9 p.m.
Moriarty's Pub, 802 E. Michigan Ave.   Frog & The Beeftones, 10 p.m. Frog & The Beeftones, 10 p.m.
Rookies, 16460 S. US 27  Karaoke with Bob, 9 p.m. Karaoke with DJ Roy, 9 p.m.                               Karaoke with DJ Roy, 9 p.m.
Rick's American Cafe, 224 Abbott Road   ICE DJs, 10:30 p.m. ICE DJs, 10:30 p.m.
Unicorn Tavern, 327 E. Grand River Ave. Frog & The Beeftones, 9 p.m.  Fragment of Soul, 9 p.m. Full House, 9 p.m.

Wednesday friday

Sunday   
Monday
Tuesday

Open Jam with Bad Gravy, 9:30 p.m., Green Door; Karaoke, 9 p.m. Drag Queens Gone Wild, 11 p.m., Spiral Dance Bar; DJ Mike, 9:30 p.m., LeRoy's Bar & Grill; Open Mic, 5 p.m., Uli's Haus of Rock.
Steppin' In It, 9:30 p.m., Green Door: Easy Babies funk trio, 10 p.m., The Exchange.
Tommy Foster & Guitar Bob, 9 p.m., The Exchange; Neon Tuesday, 9 p.m., Mac's Bar. Jazz Tuesday Open Jam, 9 p.m., Stober's Bar, 812 E. Michigan Ave. 

To be listed in Live and Local, e-mail your information to liveandlocal@lansingcitypulse.com by Thursday of the week before publication.

The Fling is an indie-rock band from Long 
Beach that plays shoegaze-inspired folk tunes 
and psych-pop ballads. The band, which plays 
Mac’s Wednesday, has a new single, "Dogpile," 
on Dangerbird Records. Also taking the stage 
is Yukon Blonde. This Vancouver band has 
been playing the summer festival circuit and 
also have a new EP titled "FIRE//WATER" 
which was released in September. Fans of Fleet 
Foxes and Band of Horses may dig this band. 
Warming up the stage is the Mount Pleasant-
based electro-folk band Wavvy Hands. This 
three piece group features members of other 
Michigan bands, including V + The Nicotine 
Machine and The Leeches. Also, the band’s 
keyboardist/programmer Corey Densmore is 
known for his work in Galactic Vacationer and 

as a local concert promoter under the guise 
DITR Promotions. 

Wednesday Nov. 23 @ Mac’s Bar, 2700 E. Michigan 
Ave., Lansing, 18 and over. $8, 9:30 p.m.

Lansing’s own Goddamn Gallows are one of 
the busiest, and most tattooed, bands in the 
city. Friday the guys play a Thanksgiving bash 
at Mac’s. The self-described “gutterbilly” band 
tours the country non-stop, but never fails 
to play Lansing multiple times per year. The 
band’s current lineup includes Mikey Classic 
(guitar/vocals), Fishgutzzz (bass/shouts), Baby 
Genius (drums), Avery (washboard/accordi-
on) and Jayke (mandolin/ banjo). Opening the 
show at Mac’s is The Devil’s Cut. 

Friday Nov. 25 @ Mac’s Bar, 2700 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, 18 and over. $10, 9 p.m..

Located at the end of a secluded alley behind 
the Nuthouse Sports Grill, Basement 414 
has become a fixture in the Lansing art and 
music scene by continually hosting free events. 
Friday Above the Abyss (Lansing-based 
Christian metal), and Inflatable Best Friend 
(a Kalamazoo-based rock band) will offer up 
some live music at the art gallery/bike co-op/
music venue. This free, all-ages event is hosted 
by Scumpunch! Promotions. 

Friday, Nov. 25 @ Basement 414, 414 E. Michigan 
Ave., FREE and all ages, 7 p.m.

The Loft and Q106-FM have come together to 
host the “Homegrown Throwdown,” a battle 
of the bands featuring a number of rock bands 
from across the state. The competition, which is 
back after a five year hiatus, is now held at The 
Loft. The battle continues Friday when a cast 
of bands make some noise, including: Circus 
Asylum, It Lies Within, Killing Mistress, 80 
Tons of Mercury, Bipolar, and Geech.

Friday, Nov. 25 @ The Loft, 414 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, $6 advance, $8 at door, all ages, doors 
6:30 p.m.

Lansing’s own Genocya will play its signature 
mix of thrash, death, and black metal Saturday 
at Uli’s Haus of Rock. The band has been play-
ing in various formations for years, but the 
recent line-up includes Dane Brown (vocals), 
Brad “van Satan” (guitar), Matt Cunningham 
(guitars), Tim Sever (drums), and Jim "Big 
Brown Bear" Albrecht (bass). The band is still 
playing shows in support of its debut full-length 
“Ever Descent.” The album was release in June – 
nine years after the band originally formed. The 
CD is available at Flat, Black & Circular in East 
Lansing. Also performing at Uli’s Haus of Rock 
is From Hell, Seraphim Burial, Drinkhorn, and 
Kill Whitey. 

Saturday, Nov. 26 @ Uli’s Haus of Rock, 4519 S. 
Martin Luther King Blvd., Lansing. 

Every Tuesday at Stober’s Bar area jazz musi-
cians are invited to come out and jam out with 
some fellow players. The night, dubbed “Jazz 
Tuesdays,” starts at 10 p.m. and goes until 1:30 
a.m. The event also draws out some notable, 
special guests. Whether it’s to play, or just lis-
ten, jazz lovers won’t want to miss this. 

Every Tuesday @ Stober’s, Bar 812 East Michigan 
Avenue, Lansing, FREE, 21 and over. 

Hailing from Pittsburgh, 20-year-old rapper/
producer Devin Miles may be a rookie to the 
music industry, but his lyrics and produc-
tion quality show maturity and cleverness 
well beyond his years. He's opened up for the 
likes of Wiz Khalifa and Detroit rapper Young 
Scolla, Saturday he plays an all-ages show at 
Mac’s Bar. To hear Miles’ music for free, visit: 
itsdevinmiles.com. Also tearing up the micro-
phone at Mac’s will be Hey Yo Scene Kids, 
and Lansing-based emcees Philthy & The 
Amature. Philthy, aka P2dahi, has crafted his 
own inspirational sound throughout the years, 
all while opening up for Michigan rap veterans 
like Othello, and One Be Lo.

Saturday Nov. 26 @ Mac’s Bar, 2700 E. Michigan 
Ave., Lansing, All ages. $5 advance, $8 at door,
7:30 p.m.

Post   it  at 
  www. facebook.com/turn it down

National  Indie  rockers 
play  macs

turn it
 Down

A survey of  Lansing's 
musical  Landscape

By  Rich Tupica

Gallows  play  gutterbilly  
Thanksgiving  bAsh

Courtesy Photo 
Genocya

b414  hosts  free  
rock  show 

Genocya  Rocks
The Haus

			                         Courtesy Photo 
Philthy

			                         Courtesy Photo 
The Fling

Bands  throwdown  
at the  loft
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Jazzy  Jam  sessions
at stober's

Em cees  D evi n  M i les, Ph i lthy  play 
all-ages  show



Sunday   
Monday
Tuesday

Open Jam with Bad Gravy, 9:30 p.m., Green Door; Karaoke, 9 p.m. Drag Queens Gone Wild, 11 p.m., Spiral Dance Bar; DJ Mike, 9:30 p.m., LeRoy's Bar & Grill; Open Mic, 5 p.m., Uli's Haus of Rock.
Steppin' In It, 9:30 p.m., Green Door: Easy Babies funk trio, 10 p.m., The Exchange.
Tommy Foster & Guitar Bob, 9 p.m., The Exchange; Neon Tuesday, 9 p.m., Mac's Bar. Jazz Tuesday Open Jam, 9 p.m., Stober's Bar, 812 E. Michigan Ave. 

Music
Jazz Wednesdays. Live entertainment. 7-10 p.m. 
FREE. ENSO, 16800 Chandler Road, East Lansing. 
(517) 333-1656. www.enjoyenso.com.
Kris Hitchcock. Country music. 6 p.m. $15-$20. 
Michigan Theater, 124 North Mechanic St., Jackson. 
(517) 738-0811. 
Jazz Wednesdays. Featuring the Jeff Shoup Trio. 
7-10 p.m. FREE. Gracies Place, 151 S. Putnam, William-
ston. (517) 655-1100. 

Literature and Poetry
Lansing Area Science Fiction Associa-
tion Weekly Meeting. Informal dinner and lively 
conversation. Needed: knowledge of great literary 
science-fiction as opposed to mass media "sci-fi". 
7 p.m. FREE. Sammy's Lounge, 301 E. Jolly Road, 
Lansing. (517) 402-4481. 
Baby Time. Books and songs for ages 2 years 
and younger, with a parent/caregiver. Wednesdays 
through 11/16. 10:30 a.m. FREE. Delta Township 
District Library, 5130 Davenport Drive, Lansing. (517) 
321-4014 x3. 

Thursday, November 24
Classes and Seminars
Thanksgiving Day Yoga. Our yoga practice is one 
of praise and salutation, gratitude and grace. 8-9:30 
a.m.&11-12:30 p.m. FREE donations. Just B Yoga, 106 
Island Ave., Lansing. www.justbyoga.com.

Events
Community Thanksgiving Dinner. For all who 
would not receive a hot meal. Noon-1:30 p.m. FREE. 
Cristo Rey Community Center, 1717 North High St., 
Lansing. (517) 372-4700.
Euchre. No partner needed. 6-9 p.m. $1.50. Delta 
Township Enrichment Center, 4538 Elizabeth Road, 
Lansing. (517) 484-5600. 

Friday, November 25
Events
Fine Arts and Music Sale. Artists Liz Sweet, 
Eddie Lahti and more. Music and the Record Lounge. 
Noon-6 p.m. Price varies. Scene Metrospace, 110 
Charles St., East Lansing. (517) 319-6832. 
Brown Christmas Light Show. Over 50,000 lights 
synchronized to music. 5:30-11 p.m. FREE, Donations 
to Capital Area Humane Society. Sticks and Strings, 
855 Grove St., East Lansing. www.brownchristmas-
lightshow.com.

Music
The Goddamn Gallows. With the Devils Cut. 9 p.m. 
$10. Mac's Bar, 2700 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 
484-6795. www.macsbar.com.
Project 32. Live music. 9 p.m.-1 a.m. FREE. Whiskey 
Barell Saloon, 410 S. Clippert St., Lansing. (517) 351-
5690. www.whiskeybarrelsaloon.net.
Avon Bomb. Live music. 9 p.m.-1 a.m. FREE. Dublin 
Square Patio, 327 Abbott Road, East Lansing. (517) 
351-2222. www.dublinsquare.net. 
Uptown. Live music. 8 p.m.-Midnight. FREE. Reno’s 
West, 5001 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. (517) 321-0616.
Ricky & Nicky. Live music.  9 p.m.-1 a.m. FREE. 
Leo’s Outpost, 600 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. 
(517) 367-7755.
Sammy Gold. Live music. 8 p.m.-Midnight. FREE. 
Blue Gill Grill, 1591 Lake Lansing Road, Haslett. (517) 
339-4900.

Theater
"This Wonderful Life." John Lepard in his award-
winning role as George Bailey, Mr. Potter, and the all  
of Bedford Falls in this theatrical re-telling of the clas-
sic. 2 p.m. Pay what you can. Williamston Theatre, 122 
S. Putnam, Williamston. (517) 655-SHOW.
"The Surprising Story of the Three Little 
Pigs." The pigs decide not to take anymore from the 
big bad wolf, the troll and the meddlesome Gold-
ilocks. 7 p.m. $7, $5 kids. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 
Museum Drive, Lansing. (517) 482-5700. 

Literature and Poetry
Allie Phillips. Discussing her book "Defending the 
Defenseless." 2-5 p.m. FREE. Everybody Reads Books 
and Stuff, 2019 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 515-
5634. www.peaceedcenter.org.

Saturday, November 26
Classes and Seminars
EcoTrek Fitness Outdoor Workout. Outdoor 
group workouts for all fitness levels. 9:30 a.m. $12 
per person. William Burchfield Park, Holt. (517) 243-
6538. www.ecotrekfitness.com.
Ballroom Dance. A harvest-themed dance quick 
step lesson by John McAllister; bring your own bever-
ages. 7-8 p.m. $30 per couple. Grand Ledge Country 
Club, 5811 E. St.. Joseph Hwy., Grand Ledge. (517) 
484-3130. www.lesdanseurs.com.
Domestic Violence Support Group. For those 
who are/have experienced physical, emotional, finan-
cial, or verbal abuse. Building to the right. Noon-1:30 
p.m. FREE. Women's Center of Greater Lansing, 1710 
E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 372-9163. 

Events
Brown Christmas Light Show. 5:30-11 p.m. FREE, 

Out on the town
from page 27

See Out on the Town, Page 30
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ERASER-FREE SUDOKU	                                            MEDIUM
TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that every row, col-
umn, and outlined 3-by-3 box contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 exactly once. 
No guessing is required. The solution is 
unique. 

To avoid erasing, pencil in your pos-
sible answers in the scratchpad space 
beneath the short line in each vacant 
square. For solving tips, visit 
www.SundayCrosswords.com

Answers on page 31

ARIES (March 21-April 19): "Basic research is 
what I am doing when I don't know what I am doing," 
said rocket scientist Werner von Braun. I think it's an 
excellent time for you to plunge into that kind of basic 
research, Aries. You're overdue to wander around 
frontiers you didn't even realize you needed to investi-
gate. You're ready to soak up insights from outside the 
boundaries of your understanding. In fact, I think it's 
your sacred duty to expose yourself to raw truths and 
unexpected vistas that have been beyond your imagina-
tion's power to envision.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): In Woody Allen's film 
Midnight in Paris, the Ernest Hemingway character 
says, "All cowardice comes from not loving, or not 
loving well enough." Given the state of your current 
astrological omens, Taurus, that is an excellent piece of 
advice. I suspect you are going to be asked to call on 
previously untapped reserves of courage in the coming 
weeks — not because you'll have to face physical dan-
ger but rather because you will have a chance to get 
to the bottom of mysteries that can only be explored 
if you have more courage than you've had up until now. 
And the single best way to summon the valor you'll 
need is to love like a god or goddess loves.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): "When I see your face, 
the stones start spinning!" wrote the poet Rumi, as 
translated by Coleman Barks. "Water turns pearly. Fire 
dies down and doesn't destroy. In your presence I don't 
want what I thought I wanted." I think you need to be in 
the presence of a face like that, Gemini. You've got to 
get your fixations scrambled by an arresting vision of 
soulful authenticity. You need your colors transposed 
and your fire and water reconfigured. Most of all, it's 
crucial that you get nudged into transforming your 
ideas about what you really want. So go find that heal-
ingly disruptive prod, please. It's not necessarily the 
face of a gorgeous icon. It could be the face of a whis-
perer in the darkness or of a humble hero who's skilled 
in the art of surrender. Do you know where to look?

CANCER (June 21-July 22): "All my life I have longed 
to be loved by a woman who was melancholy, thin, 
and an actress," wrote 19th-century French author 
Stendhal in his diary. "Now I have been, and I am not 
happy." I myself had a similar experience — craving a 
particular type of women who, when she finally showed 
up in the flesh, disappointed me. But it turned out to 
be a liberating experience. Relieved of my delusory 
fantasy, I was able to draw more joy from what life was 
actually giving me. As you contemplate your own loss, 
Cancerian, I hope you will find the release and deliver-
ance I did.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): If you traveled 300 million 
years back in time, you might freak out in abject fear 
as you encountered dragonflies as big as eagles and 
cockroaches the size of dogs. But since you're quite 
safe from those monsters here in the present, there's 
no need to worry yourself sick about them. Similarly, 
if you managed to locate a time machine and return to 
an earlier phase of your current life, you'd come upon 
certain events that upset you and derailed you way 
back then. And yet the odds are very high that you're 
not going to find a time machine. So maybe you could 
agree to relinquish all the anxiety you're still carrying 
from those experiences that can no longer upset and 
derail you. Now would be an excellent moment to do 
so.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): To prepare for her role 
in the film The Help, actress Jessica Chastain forced 
herself to gain 15 pounds. It was tough, because she 
normally follows a very healthy diet. The strategy 
that worked best was to ingest a lot of calorie-heavy, 
estrogen-rich ice cream made from soybeans. To be 
in alignment with current cosmic rhythms, it would 
make sense for you to fatten yourself up, too, Virgo — 
metaphorically speaking, that is. I think you'd benefit 

from having more ballast, more gravitas. You need to 
be sure you're well-anchored and not easy to push 
around. It's nearly time to take an unshakable stand for 
what you care about most.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In a famous Monty 
Python sketch, a Hungarian tourist goes into a British 
tobacconist's store to buy cigarettes. Since he doesn't 
speak English, he consults a phrase book to find the 
right words. "My hovercraft is full of eels," he tells the 
clerk, who's not sure what he means. The tourist tries 
again: "Do you want to come back to my place, bouncy 
bouncy?" Again, the clerk is confused. In the coming 
week, Libra, I foresee you having to deal with com-
munications that are equally askew. Be patient, please. 
Try your best to figure out the intentions and meanings 
behind the odd messages you're presented with. Your 
translating skills are at a peak, fortunately, as are your 
abilities to understand what other people — even fuzzy 
thinkers — are saying.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): There are modern 
Chinese painters who use oil paints on canvas to cre-
ate near-perfect replicas of famous European master-
pieces. So while the genuine copy of Van Gogh's "Starry 
Night" is worth over $100 million, you can buy an excel-
lent copy on the Internet for less than $100. If you're 
faced with a comparable choice in the coming week — 
whether to go with a pricey original or a cheaper but 
good facsimile, I suggest you take the latter. For your 
current purposes, you just need what works, not what 
gives you prestige or bragging rights.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): "It is a tremen-
dous act of violence to begin anything," said Sagittarian 
poet Rainer Maria Rilke. "I am not able to begin. I 
simply skip what should be the beginning." I urge you 
to consider trying that approach yourself, Sagittarius. 
Instead of worrying about how to launch your rebirth, 
maybe you should just dive into the middle of the new 
life you want for yourself. Avoid stewing interminably 
in the frustrating mysteries of the primal chaos so you 
can leap into the fun in full swing.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): The Golden Gate 
Bridge spans the place where San Francisco Bay 
meets the Pacific Ocean. It wasn't easy to build. The 
water below is deep, wind-swept, beset with swirling 
currents, and on occasion shrouded with blinding fog. 
Recognizing its magnificence, the American Society 
of Civil Engineers calls the bridge one of the modern 
Wonders of the World. Strange to think, then, that the 
bridge was constructed between 1933 and 1937, dur-
ing the height of the Great Depression. I suggest you 
make it your symbol of power for the coming weeks, 
Capricorn. Formulate a plan to begin working toward a 
triumph in the least successful part of your life.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): It's an excellent 
time for you to get an entourage — or if you already 
have one, to expand it. For that matter, it's a perfect 
moment for you to recruit more soldiers to help you 
carry out your plot to overthrow the status quo. Or 
to round up more allies for your plans to change the 
course of local history. Or to gather more accomplices 
as you seek to boldly go where you have never gone 
before. So beef up your support system. Boost the 
likelihood that your conspiracy will succeed.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): If you expand your 
concept of what you're capable of, you will receive 
a specific offer to move up a notch. If you perform 
your duties with intensified care and grace, you will be 
given new responsibilities that catalyze your sleeping 
potential. The universe doesn't always act with so much 
karmic precision, with such sleek, efficient fairness, but 
that's how it's working in your vicinity right now. Here's 
one more example of how reasonable the fates are 
behaving: If you resolve to compete against no one but 
yourself, you will be shown new secrets about how to 
express your idiosyncratic genius.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                 November 23-29

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT MESSAGE 
HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.



Donations to Capital Area Humane Society. (Please 
See Details Nov. 25)
Cat Adoption. For Mid-Michigan car rescue. 1 p.m. 
FREE. PetSmart, 305 N Marketplace Blvd., West 
Lansing. (517) 622-4653.

Theater
"Fairy Dust Theatre." Kellie Stonebrook performs 
stories as a wacky witch and helps teach children. 2 
p.m. $5. Stormfield Theatre, 201 Morgan Lane, Lan-
sing. (517) 488-8450.  www.stormfieldtheatre.org.
"The Surprising Story of the Three Little 
Pigs." 2  and 4:30 p.m. $7, $5 kids. (Please See 
Details Nov. 25)
"This Wonderful Life." 3 and 8 p.m. $20-25. 
(Please See Details Nov. 25) 

Music 
Rendezvous. Live music. 8:30 p.m.-Midnight. FREE. 
Spag’s Bar & Grill, 1268 E. Grand River, Williamston. 

(517) 655-4888.
Bobby Jimenez. Live music. 9 p.m.-1 a.m. FREE. 
Leo’s Outpost, 600 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. 
(517) 367-7755.
Scott Seth. Live music. 8 p.m.-Midnight. FREE. 
Blue Gill Grill, 1591 Lake Lansing Road, Haslett. (517) 
339-4900.
Project 32. 9 p.m.-1 a.m. FREE. Whiskey Barell 
Saloon, 410 S. Clippert St., Lansing. (517) 351-5690. 
Nick May. Live music. 9:30 p.m.-Midnight. FREE. 
Courthouse Pub, 160 W. Maple St., Mason. (517) 
676-6941.

Literature and Poetry
Marybeth Smith. Author of "Fall Girl" will talk 
about her young adult novel. 1-3 p.m. FREE. Every-
body Reads Books and Stuff, 2019 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. (517) 346-9900. 

Sunday, November 27
Events
Pet Adoption. Give a pet a home. Noon. FREE. 
Soldan’s Feed & Pet Supplies, 1802 West Grand River 
Ave., Okemos. (517) 676-8370. 

Monday, November 28
Classes and Seminars
Divorced, Separated, Widowed Conversation 
Group. For those who have gone through loss of a 
spouse due to death/divorce and are ready to move 
on. 7:30 p.m. FREE. St. David's Episcopal Church, 1519 
Elmwood Road, Lansing. (517) 323-2272. 

Events
Brown Christmas Light Show. 5:30-10 p.m. 
FREE. Donations to Capital Area Humane Society. 
(Please See Details Nov. 25)
Social Bridge. Come play Bridge and meet new 
people. No partner needed. 1-4 p.m. $1.50. Delta 
Township Enrichment Center, 4538 Elizabeth Road, 
Lansing. (517) 484-5600. 
Euchre. No partner needed. 6-9 p.m. $1.50. Delta 
Township Enrichment Center, 4538 Elizabeth Road, 
Lansing. (517) 484-5600. 
Time Banking Forum. For neighborhood presi-
dents plus one additional person. 6 p.m. FREE. South-
side Community Center,, 5825 Wise Road, Lansing. 
(517) 393-9883. 
Coffee Community Meeting. State Representa-
tive Mark Meadows is inviting residents to his next 

coffee hour. 3-4:30 p.m. FREE. Burcham Hills Retire-
ment Community, 2700 Burcham Drive, East Lansing. 
(517) 373-1786. www.burchamhills.com.
Holiday Crafting Event. Two-part series of paper 
crafting and sewing. 5:30-8 p.m. FREE. Women's Cen-
ter of Greater Lansing, 1710 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
(517) 372-9163. 
Facebook Basics. 10:30 a.m. FREE. South Lansing 
Library, 3500 S Cedar St., # 108, Lansing. (517) 272-
9840.
Toddler Storytime. 10:30 a.m. FREE. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. (517) 347-2021.
Preschool Storytime. Ages 3-6. 2 p.m. FREE. 
Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. (517) 
347-2021.

Literature and Poetry
Booklovers Group. For Meridian seniors. 11 a.m. 
FREE. Haslett Library, 5670 School St., Haslett. (517) 

339-2324.
Book Club. "The Disappearing Spoon and Other 
True Tales of Madness, Love, and the History of the 
World from the Periodic Table of the Elements," by Sam 
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Pilgrim Congregational 
United Church of Christ 

125 S. Pennsylvania Avenue 
(517) 484-7434 

a welcoming and affirming church 
in downtown Lansing 

 
Sundays at 10:00 am 

Worship & Sunday School 
our traditional service 

with Sunday School for kids K-12 
 

Mondays at 10:00 am 
our weekly Bible study 

 

Wednesdays at Pilgrim 
6:00 pm   

engaging weekly discussions on current  
issues of faith, politics and society 

7:00 pm  
a short worship service featuring music by  
The Messengers and a sermon that reflects 
Pilgrim’s commitment to spiritual growth,  

community building and social justice 
 

      
 

www.pilgrimUCC.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“Thank You, WKAR!”
At WKAR, we hear words like this every day, 
thanking us for:

science nature
kids

community
laughter biographies
music 

memories
holiday specials

news  issues

And thanking us for being there – 
every day – entertaining, inspiring,
and enlightening our  audience!

That’s
What Your

Dollar Does.
Thank you for making WKAR 
YOUR public media source

in mid-Michigan.

org

Visit us at WKAR.org
or Facebook for more on
the programs coming up.

Look for a ticket o�er to
“Celtic Woman” at 

Wharton Center!

WKAR-TV
is asking for

your support,
Nov. 26-Dec. 13.

Please give 
generously!

College of Communication
Arts and Sciences

GIVE
 NOW!

mon-sat: 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

517 882 9330
3413 S. Cedar St., Lansing

Specializing in pipes, 
vaporizers, grinders, 
scales, detox, unique 

and discreet gifts
and more...

    (discount not applied to detox)

BLACK FRIDAY ONLY



Kean. 7:30 p.m. FREE. Schuler Books & Music, 2820 
Towne Centre Blvd., Lansing. (517) 316-7495. 
Writers Discussion Group. Get feedback and 
give help. 4:30 p.m. FREE. Stockbridge Library, 200 
Wood St., Stockbridge. (517) 851-7810

Tuesday, November 29
Classes and Seminars
Schizophrenics Anonymous Self-help Sup-
port Group. For persons with schizophrenia and 
related disorders. 5:30 p.m. FREE. Sparrow Profes-
sional Building, 1200 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. (517) 
485-3775. 
EcoTrek Fitness Outdoor Workout. For all fit-
ness levels. 5:45-7 p.m. $12. Mt Hope Cemetery, 1709 
E. Mount Hope Ave., Lansing. (517) 243-6538. www.
ecotrekfitness.com.
Sunken Ships. Research diver Carol Linteau will 
discuss her work to protect the sunken USS Arizona 
as a National Memorial. 7 p.m. FREE. CADL Okemos 

Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. (517) 347-2021. 
www.cadl.org.

Events
Brown Christmas Light Show. 5:30-10 p.m. 

FREE. Donations to Capital Area Humane Society. 
(Please See Details Nov. 25)
Speakeasies Toastmasters Club Meeting. 
Meeting takes place in Building 3, second floor 
conference room B. Open to new members. 12:05-1 

Out on the town
from page 30
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CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 29

Federally insured 
by the NCUA

Branch Locations
East Lansing • 3777 West Rd.
 MSU Union
 523 E. Grand River Ave.
 600 E. Crescent Rd.
         Lansing • 104 S. Washington Sq.
 200 E. Jolly Rd.
 653 Migaldi Ln.
        Okemos • 1775 Central Park Dr.

517-333-2222 • 800-678-6967

www.msufcu.org

“ I saved $70 a month by re�nancing my 
auto loan at MSUFCU”  
                                             Blake, East Lansing MI

Limited Time O�er!

November 1-30, 2011

L A N S I N G  S Y M P H O N Y  O R C H E S T R A

FOR TICKETS    517-487-5001    LANSINGSYMPHONY.ORG

P O P S  S E R I E S  P R E S E N T E D  B Y   A U T O - O W N E R S  I N S U R A N C E
C O N C E R T  S P O N S O R S      M A N E R  C O S T E R I S A N    P L A S  L A B S ,  I N C .    L S J  M E D I A    P N C

HOLIDAY POPS

SUNDAY  DECEMBER 11, 2011  3P

 P R E S E N T S

W H A R T O N  C E N T E R  F O R  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S

This Holiday Season
Give The Gift Of
Live Music!

GIFT CERTIFICATES
A V A I L A B L E !

TIMOTHY MUFFITT
C O N D U C T O R

DIANE PENNING
V O C A L I S T

1915 E.  Michigan Ave.  Lansing, MI 48912
(517) 351-9339           www.capmac.net      

  info@capmac.net

Authorized Warranty Service

See Out on the Town, Page 33
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Patient and Birthday                                  
discounts available

With this coupon receive

Must be 18 to enter

Monday-Sunday: 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
www.thehavensmokeshop.com

total purchase
excluding tobacco

New Lansing location
OPEN NOW!

5328 S. Pennsylvania Ave.
Lansing, MI 48911
(517) 708-8703

134 W. Main St.,
Brighton, MI 48116
(810) 360-0702

810 E. Michigan Ave.,
Lansing, MI 48912
(517) 203-5289

THREE GREAT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!THREE GREAT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

and another on the way!

City Pulse 5.042 in x 5.625 in  DUE 10-18-2011

COMMUNITY PREVIEW

Sunday, October 23, 1-4 p.m.

Scheduled to open in November.

you...A L ! V E  I S

AL!VE is an experience-based, destination 
health park designed to enhance the overall 
health and vitality of our community.

myalive.com
800 W. Lawrence Avenue 

Charlotte, MI 48813
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www.sucasajewelry.com
1041 N. Cedar (At Maple) • Lansing, MI

Serving the Lansing Area Since 1974
517.487.9090

Student&Registered 
PatientDiscounts

20% &
Friday & Saturday 

Nov. 25-26

OFF

    

Amazing New Technology called Laundry Pure
• Save approximately $1.25 per load
• Uses cold water only and no need for bleach 
• No detergents or fabric softener needed
• Wash colors and whites together
• Eliminate chemical sensitivities
• Reduce pollution in the environment

Go Green For Gifts!

SAVE ONE BILLION GALLONS OF WATER!

Call for more information on how 
you can also MAKE MONEY. 
Order one today!

S C I E N T I F I C  B R E A K T H R O U G H

Call 517-927-4342

Designed & Built 
in the USA

p.m. FREE. Ingham Community Health Center, 5303 S. 
Cedar St., Lansing. (517) 282-5149. 
Michigan's Energy Future. With Tremaine 
Phillips, Chief Program Officer at the Prima Civitas 
Foundation. Noon-1 p.m. FREE. MSU Library, 100 Main 
Library, MSU Campus, East Lansing. (517) 884-6449. 
Gingerbread House Decorating. All supplies 
are provided. 6:30 p.m. FREE. CADL Haslett Library, 
5670 School St., Haslett. (517) 339-2324. www.cadl.
org/events.
Mid-day Movies. "The Autobots" learn of a Cy-
bertronian spacecraft hidden on the moon and race 
against the Decepticons to learn its secrets. 2 p.m. 
FREE. CADL Downtown Lansing Library, 401 S. Capitol 
Ave., Lansing. (517) 367-6363. www.cadl.org/events.

Music
Mid-Michigan Youth Symphony Holiday 
Concert. Come out and watch the Mid-Michigan 
Youth Symphony Holiday Concert. 7 p.m. FREE. 
East Lansing High School, 509 Burcham Drive, East 
Lansing. (517) 355-7661. cms.msu.edu.

Literature and Poetry
Book Club. Discussion of "The Darling Dahlias and 
the Cucumber Tree by Susan Albert Wittig." 10:15 a.m. 
FREE. Delta Township District Library, 5130 Davenport 
Drive, Lansing. (517) 321-4014 ext. 4. www.dtdl.org.
Schuler Horror Reading Group. Looking at "Four 
and Twenty Blackbirds" by Cherie Priest. 7 p.m. FREE. 
Schuler Books & Music, 2820 Towne Centre Blvd., 
Lansing. (517) 316-7495. www.schulerbooks.com.
Michael Moore. Discussing his latest book "Here 
Comes Trouble: Stories From My Life." 7:30 p.m. 

$7.50, $5 students. Wharton Center, MSU Campus, 
East Lansing. (800) WHARTON. www.whartoncenter.
com.

Wednesday, November 30
Classes and Seminars
Wreath Making Class. Learn how to create a 
fresh evergreen wreath for the holidays. 3:30-6:30 
p.m. $5 materials, $3 bring your own. Dewitt District 
Library, 13101 Schavey Road, DeWitt. (517) 669-3156. 
www.dewittlibrary.org.
Making Parenting Fun. 7-8 p.m. FREE. (Please 
See Details Nov. 23)

Events
“Inside Job.” A documentary tracing the role of 
Wall Street & Washington in our economy. 2 p.m. 
FREE. CADL Downtown Lansing Library, 401 S. Capitol 
Ave., Lansing. (517) 367-6363. www.cadl.org/events.
Brown Christmas Light Show. 5:30-10 p.m. 
FREE. Donations to Capital Area Humane Society. 
(Please See Details Nov. 25)

Music
Trevor Compton. Live music. 7-11 p.m. FREE. 
Mark’s Watershed, 5965 Marsh Road, Haslett. (517) 
999-7433.
Nick Chase. Karoake. 8 p.m.-Midnight. FREE. Leo’s 
Spirits & Grub, 2085 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 
(517) 349-1100.
Karaoke by Ryan. 9 p.m.-1 a.m. FREE. Leo’s 
Outpost, 600 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. (517) 
367-7755.
Mike Vial. Live music. 8 p.m.-Midnight. FREE. Blue 
Gill Grill, 1591 Lake Lansing Road, Haslett. (517) 339-
4900.		

Out on the town
from page 31
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 GABRIELS COMMUNITY
 c r e d i t  u n i o n

1901 E. Michigan Ave. Lansing, MI 48912
www.gabrielscu.com | (517) 484-0601

Community.

Member owned. Locally operated. 
Build a Better World.

4960 Northwind Dr., East Lansing  •  517.337.1266  •  www.elfco.coop
Mon - Sat 9am - 9pm  •  Sun 10am - 8pm

We have everything you need for

Thanksgiving!Thanksgiving!

Happy

Closed Thanksgiving Day
Open Friday at Noon

Happy

 $5 OFF
any purchase of $25 or more

EXP 12/23/11
Not to be combined with any other offer. 3415 E Saginaw Street Lansing Michigan

(across from Marshall Music in the Frandor area)

Fat Cat Friday

25% off sushi
8:30 p.m.-Close

By JOE TOROK
Walking into the Fresh Fish & Fry, the 

smell of fish wallops you.
Ice cases with assorted fresh fish 

line one side of the market/restaurant. 
Expressionless faces of ocean perch, cat-
fish, white bass, walleye and cod peer out 
from the glass case. Some were apparently 
fresher than others — plenty of the fish had 
sunken, cloudy eyes, a clear sign that the 
freshest days have passed them by.  

Sold by the pound, the fresh fish can be 
purchased then cooked to order. After a few 
moments inspection, we passed on the “you 
buy, we fry” option.

Instead, we looked over the hot pink 
menu near the order counter, above which 
is a banner that boasts a disturbing pride in 
what they apparently call “crack chicken.” 
Maybe I left my sense of humor at home, 
but I’ve known people addicted to crack 
cocaine, and I’ve worked with severely dis-
abled children who were born addicted to 
crack. Cute marketing ideas for inexpensive 
chicken wings don’t jump to mind after 
such experiences.

There’s not much room to dine inside; 
the restaurant seems ori-
ented toward takeout. The 
décor consists of model 
boats and plastic seafood 
crabs, marlins and seashells 
on the walls, interspersed 
with community services 
and notices. 

Last summer, we shared 
the catfish nuggets with friends, and they 
weren’t bad. That takeout experience is 
what brought us back to dine in at Fresh 
Fish & Fry, although we thought we’d try 
something different this time.

I went with the aforementioned chicken 
wings ($.65 each), with a generous side of 
potato salad ($1.29) and deep fried mush-
rooms ($1.49).  

The wings were small with little meat, 
and not pretty to look at once pulled apart 
(think veiny and lots of dark tendons). The 
batter was crunchy and cooked well — the 
best thing about the wings.  

I suppose the whole “crack chicken” 
thing has to do with the overzealous appli-
cation of a seasoned salt on the wings. It’s 

on everything, in fact: the wings, the mush-
rooms, my companion’s fish and her fries. I 
was a tad surprised when the potato salad 
wasn’t garnished with it as well.

I suppose that if the seasoning, like 
crack, causes you to want nothing else after 
having some of it, I get the correlation. 
Perhaps this bodes well for me not becom-
ing addicted to crack, because after about 
two bites, I was sick of the seasoning. It’s 
like a punch in the face, as my companion 
aptly put it. Not pleasant.

I ate as much as I could (I’m paid to do it, 
after all), but I wouldn’t have suffered like 
I did without financial incentive. After the 
meal, it felt as if I had been chewing on salt 
blocks for the past half-hour. My lips felt as 
if they had been chapped in the harshest of 
winter winds and 
my tongue felt 
swollen and sore, 
like it had been 
scraped with a 
wire brush.

The mush-
rooms had a 
pleasant batter 
on the outside, crisp and golden brown. 
But things didn’t hold up so well all the way 
through — a mushy mess on the inside with 
hot, flavorless mushrooms in the center.

Like the wings, my companion’s french 
fries were heavily dusted with the seasoning 
and seemingly selected for serving indis-
criminately; black spots from bruised pota-
toes freckled many of the fries. Although 
cooked thoroughly, the fries were more 
starchy than crispy.

Her fried perch was overwhelmed by 
the seasoning, too. In the thickest cuts, we 
could actually taste the flavor of fish, but 
those moments were short-lived. 

The side salads weren’t bad. The potato 
salad, heavy on the mustard, was a mashed 
puree of mayo, pickles and a few uniden-
tifiable vegetables with chunks of potato 
throughout. And the small side of cole slaw 
that came with my companion’s combo was 
refreshing and very sweet — not an unwel-
come attribute alongside the heaps of sodi-
um on the rest of the food.    

Joe Torok/City Pulse

You can buy your seafood by the 
pound and have it prepared to 
order at Fresh Fish & Fry.

Something fishy
Fresh Fish & Fry prides itself on its seasoning — 
although the saltiness can overpower the seafood

Review

See Fresh Fish, Page 35  

Fresh Fish & Fry
3140 S. Martin Luther King 
Blvd., Lansing
10 a.m. to midnight Sunday 
through Thursday; 10 a.m. to 
2 a.m. Friday and Saturday
(517) 882-7007
TO, OM $
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City Pulse’s James Sanford 
talks entertainment news 
every Friday around 7:50 am

And hear Berl Schwartz of City Pulse 
call Tim an Ignorant Slut — or worse!
Every Wednesday at 8:30!

The area’s finest selection of gourmet
 foods from around the world

GREAT FOOD, GREAT SERVICE, FOR OVER 70 YEARS
Corner of Trowbridge & Harrison, East Lansing  517-351-5760 www.goodrichshoprite.com

The original Goodrich’s, 1937
The founders: Albert & Marie Goodrich

OFF10%10%
TAKE OUT ONLY
Not to be used in conjunction 

with any other offer
EXPIRES 12/23/2011

Oh, and the bread that is served with 
dinner combos? A couple of slices of white 
bread pulled from a loaf of Wonder Bread 
or, more likely, its store-brand equivalent.

Fresh Fish & Fry is popular, as evidenced 
by the steady stream of walk-ins during our 
short visit. The business must be doing 
something right.

Then again, the McDonald’s across the 
street also never seems to have a down 
moment.  

If that’s what you want, bon appétit.  But 
do try to be prepared for the side effects.

Fresh Fish
from page 34

Food Finder listings are rotated each week based on space. If you have an update 
for the listings, please e-mail food@lansingcitypulse.com.

Cafes & Diners
SUGAR SHACK — A 
cupcake connoisseur's 
paradise, Sugar Shack 
has nothing but sweets 
to make your mouth sing: 
enormous and slightly 
less than enormous cup-
cakes, brownies, cookies, 
pies and more. 215 N. 
Clippert St., Lansing.  
Summer hours: 11 a.m.-
10 p.m. Monday-Sunday; 
School year: 11 a.m.-1 
a.m. Sunday-Wednesday; 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursday & 
Saturday. (517) 316-2009.  
TO, D, OM, $.

TED DEE’S SANDWICH 
SHOP — This downtown 
Lansing spot serves a 
variety of deli sandwiches 
and specialties, like the 
chicken cheese panini. It 
also offers soups, fresh 
salads and desserts. 
Every Friday there is a 
pulled pork sandwich spe-
cial. 119 S. Washington 
Square, Lansing. 9 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday; 
closed Saturday and 
Sunday. (517) 374-2784. 
www.ted-dees.com. TO, 
D (orders of $20 or more), 
OM, WiFi, $

THEIO’S — Serving 
breakfast around the 
clock, Theio’s is also great 
place to grab a burger for 
lunch or satisfy a late-
night craving. 2650 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
Open 24 hours. (517) 487-

3955. TO, P, WiFi, $

TONY’S — A lively res-
taurant near the Michigan 
State University campus 
that serves breakfast all 
day, lunch specialties, 
burgers and dinners, such 
as the hot turkey sand-
wich. 350 Albert Ave., 
East Lansing. School year 
hours are 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 7 
days a week. (517) 332-
5553. TO, WiFi $. 

ZEUS’S CONEY 
ISLAND — This eatery 
offers Greek classics, 
like chicken kabobs 
marinated for 24 hours in 
lemon juice, olive oil and 
a blend of secret herbs. 
6525 S. Pennsylvania 
Ave., Lansing. 7a.m. - 9 
p.m. Sunday-Thursday, 
7 a.m.-10 p.m. Friday & 
Saturday. (517) 272-7900. 
OM, TO, WIFI, $

Casual Dining
ALTU’S — Traditional 
Ethiopian food served 
with specials, includ-
ing the Friday special 
of spicy shredded beef 
with jalapenos and 
ginger served with 
Ethiopian bread, yellow 
cabbage and a house 
salad. 1312 Michigan 
Ave., East Lansing. 11 
a.m.-9 p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday; closed Sunday 
& Monday. (517) 333-
6295. www.EatAtAltus.
com, OM, TO, P $

BAJA GRILLE — This 
family-owned restaurant 
in downtown Mason 
offers a wide range of 
options, from fresh sea-
food and hamburgers to 
homemade soups and 
chili. 402 S. Jefferson 
St., Mason. 8 a.m.-8 
p.m. Monday-Saturday; 
Closed Sunday. (517) 
244-1181. www.bajag-
rille.net. TO, $

BENSON’S 
VINAIGRETTES — 
Benson’s makes all of its 
“Michigan Farmhouse” 
cuisine from scratch and 
rotates the menu daily 
and seasonally. 940 
Elmwood St., Lansing. 
11 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-
Thursday; 11 a.m.-9 
p.m. Friday & Saturday; 
closed Sunday.  (517) 
703-9616. OM, TO, D 
(for orders more than 
$20), P, $$.

BEST STEAK HOUSE — 
Low-cost dining for meat 
lovers, serving steaks 
and sandwiches, includ-
ing a modified Philly 
cheesesteak. 3020 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 
11 a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-
Saturday; 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Sunday. (517) 337-2210. 
TO, RES, OM $$.

BLUE GILL GRILL — 
This eclectic restaurant 
features a variety of 
fresh fish, including 
grouper, salmon, wall-
eye, cod and bluegill 

made with a unique 
blend of spices in a 
secret family recipe. 
1591 Lake Lansing 
Road, Haslett. 11 a.m.-2 
a.m. Monday-Saturday; 
12 p.m.-2 a.m. Sunday. 
(517) 339-4900. www.
bluegillgrill.com. FB, TO, 
RES (eight or more), 
OM, WiFi, $$

THE BOARDROOM 
—  A full bar and to-go 
beer and wine attracts 
thirsty revelers, and 
a menu that includes 
hand-pattied, char 
broiled burgers, served 
on Great Harvest bread, 
brings the hungry.  107 
E. Allegan, Lansing.  
11a.m.-2 a.m. Monday-
Wednesday, 11 a.m.-12 
a.m. Thursday-Saturday; 
4 p.m.-2 a.m.  (517) 316-
2312.  TO, WiFi, P, FB, $

BRUNCH HOUSE — 
Oowner Leo Farhat has 
peppered his traditional 
breakfast house menu 
with dishes rooted in his 
Lebanese heritage. Try 
“Leo’s house special,” 
which begins with sea-
soned beef, onions and 
pine nuts sauteed in a 
frying pan, then combined 
with a couple of eggs. 
1040 S. Pennsylvania 
Ave., Lansing. 7 a.m.-3 
p.m. Monday- Friday, and 
8 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday (517) 484-
1567 TO, WiFi, $
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