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1434 E. Jolly Rd., Lansing, • Garden Center 517.882.3115

ENJOY SUMMER in the GARDEN!

Lansing
   Gardens

We also have great services!
• Lawn Clean Up • Mulching • Irrigation 
• Landscaping • Lawn Care • Fertilizer
• TLC for the beautiful space of relaxation
   and enjoyment for the whole family
• Mulch, Soil and Stone Delivery AvailableExcludes Floral Shop

10% off
Everything 

Delivery Not Included, Must Present Coupon

Contact the office at 517-322-2671 
for Outdoor Beautification Services

MON-SAT 8-6
SUNDAY 10-3

GARDEN
VEGGIES
NOW
AVAILABLE!
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Every once in a while, an elected 
official comes along who does their job 
with a compelling combination of humility, 
humor, common sense and stone cold 
competence. In Lansing, that official is 
City Clerk Chris Swope. On the eve of 
the primary election, in the thick of a 
global pandemic, Clerk Swope is ready 
for anything voters may throw at his office 
next Tuesday and again in November. At 
a time when we all have a lot to worry 
about, the integrity of our local elections 
is not one of them, thanks to Chris and 
his talented team of election administra-
tors.

First elected by Lansing voters in 2005 
and reelected by overwhelming margins 
thrice since then, Swope, who serves as 
president of the Michigan Association of 
Municipal Clerks, is a rock star among 
his peers. A trailblazer as the first openly 
gay municipal official in the state, he 
has earned voters’ trust and repeated 
endorsement thanks to his relentless 
drive to make voting more accessible to 
all while ensuring accurate, timely and 
transparent results. He’s also modernized 
and streamlined virtually every other 
aspect of the clerk’s office, from issuing passports 
and business licenses to maintaining public records.

Thanks to 2018’s statewide election reform ballot 
initiative, Michigan voters are able to cast absentee 
ballots for any reason and can register to vote on 
the same day the election is held. These proven 
strategies to increase voter participation were long 
overdue, but they are timely and impactful for anoth-
er reason: With a deadly pandemic raging across 
the country, voters are understandably hesitant to 
gather at polling places. Without no-reason absentee 
voting, turnout for the election likely would be drasti-
cally reduced. 

In the runup to next week’s election, Clerk Swope 
has already mailed out more than 22,000 absentee 
ballots — triple the number from just two years ago 
— and predicts that 25,000 or more citizens will vote 
either by absentee ballot or at the polls, an aston-
ishing number for a primary election. That figure is 
expected to more than double in November. Dealing 
with this massive surge in absentee voting is no 
easy task, but Lansing’s clerk has risen to the chal-
lenge. Although it won’t arrive until after the primary 
election, Swope has acquired a second state-of-the-

art tabulator that will ensure speedy processing of 
ballots for the general election. Even so, the final 
count is likely to take considerably longer than usual. 

Barring technical glitches, any blame for counting 
delays certainly won’t rest on Swope’s shoulders. 
Despite pressure from Secretary of State Jocelyn 
Benson and local election officials across the state, 
the Michigan Legislature still has failed to pass mea-
sures that would expedite the processing and count-
ing of absentee ballots. Senate Bill 757, sponsored 
by Ruth Johnson, the former secretary of state who 
chairs of the Senate Elections Committee, would 
allow clerks to open absentee ballot envelopes the 
day before the election. The bill was approved in 
committee but has languished on the Senate floor 
since the end of May.

Even more progressive legislation that would 

allow absentee ballots to be opened — 
and tabulated — prior to Election Day 
remains stuck in committee, largely due 
to Republican claims that election results 
could be leaked to the public prior to the 
polls closing, influencing the outcome of 
contests on the ballot. Of course, noth-
ing of the sort has actually happened 
in the dozen or more states that allow 
early absentee ballot counting, but facts 
have never been an obstacle when it 
comes to advancing the Republican’s 
voter suppression agenda. We recom-
mend that skeptical Michigan legislators 
reach out to their friends in Arizona, 
where Republicans have controlled the 
Legislature and Governor’s Office for 
more than a decade, and where absentee 
ballots can be counted up to two weeks 
prior to Election Day. State law makes it 
a felony to release any results before the 
polls are closed.

We would be remiss if we didn’t also 
mention the lies and hypocrisy of the 
current occupant of the White House, who 
regularly expresses his disdain for absen-
tee voting and makes absurd claims about 
voter fraud, even as he and his feckless 

minions routinely cast their own ballots by mail. To 
help blunt the baseless claims that absentee ballots 
enable voter fraud and to alleviate more realistic 
concerns that a ballot could be lost in the mail, 
Clerk Swope has once again gone the extra mile, 
adding a unique barcode to every absentee ballot 
that allows it to be tracked as it moves through the 
postal system. Voters can even receive text or email 
updates on the delivery status of their ballot. These 
timely innovations are a credit to Swope and his 
superior performance as the city’s chief elections 
administrator.

If you go to the polls next Tuesday, please mask 
up, be kind to the poll workers and maintain social 
distancing from your fellow voters. With the primary 
election less than a week away, if you have not 
already mailed your absentee ballot, you would be 
well advised to bypass the post office and deliver 
your completed ballot to the Clerk’s office on the 
ninth floor of City Hall. You can also use the 24-hour 
dropboxes on the City Hall plaza or at the South 
Washington Office Complex. Not registered to vote? 
Stop by the Clerk’s Office and get signed up to make 
your voice count.

Send letters to the editor on this editorial or any other topic to
letters@lansingcitypulse.com. 

Please limit them to 250 words. See Letters to the Editor on page 6.

The CP Edit
Opinion

Swope rocking the vote
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Vote for Thomas Morgan
I’m writing in response to your 

recent article on the August 4th 
Ingham County Commission 
primary and in strong support of 
re-electing Democratic Commis-
sioner Thomas Morgan. 

Morgan has been one of the most 
effective county commissioners any-
where in Michigan. In just two years, 
he’s written and passed mental health 
expansion, additional support for 
senior citizens, an increase in funding 
for the Refugee Development Center, 
ethics reform and much more.  

In reading your article, I was also 
struck by Morgan’s opponent’s lack 
of knowledge of what county commis-
sioners do, as well as his somewhat 
anti-tax attitude. Bob Peña seems 
like a nice enough guy, but we need 
strong, progressive leaders like 
Morgan who can get things done on 
behalf of working families and vulner-
able populations. 

Thomas Morgan has accomplished 
a lot in the past two years — and 
I’m confident he’ll get even more 
done in the next two years. Re-elect 
Democratic Commissioner Thomas 
Morgan on August 4. 

Laura Hornshaw
Groesbeck Neighbohood

How to embarrass 
unmasked customers

Meijer and others have greeters 
making sure customers wear masks.  
Customers who refuse aren’t met 
with force or anything.  I recently wit-
nessed an absolute jerk at my local 
store yelling at that greeter, who had 
pointed out the mask is a government 
rule..  The jerk said «I don›t care 
what the government says, this is 
AMERICA, I don›t need a mask.»

I have a solution.  Anyone enter-
ing a store without a mask, we have 
an employee follow them around, a 
respectful six feet away of course, 
and announcing “Stand back - 
unmasked shopper.  Stand back 
- unmasked shopper.  Stand back 
- unmasked shopper...”  I figure after 
a few minutes of that, the customer 
would either put on a mask or just 
leave.

Douglas “Enzo” McCallum
Mason

Not funny, McGee
In the cartoon This Modern World 

by Tom Tomorrow, the creator mocks 
people he doesn’t agree with like 
President Donald Trump and his sup-
porters.

He does this by putting words in 
their mouths. Words and statements 
they have never, ever said!

Mr. Tomorrow seems to think it is 

funny.
I consider it lazy writing and not 

humorus at all.
Earl Ruhf
Lansing

Slotkin could lead 
‘sensible’ nuclear 
weapons effort

Last week, members of Beyond the 
Bomb and I met with Rep. Slotkin’s 
staff member responsible for military 
and defense issues. As we asked her 
to urge Rep. Slotkin to rein in nuclear 
weapons spending (over the next 30 
years, the United States is planning 
on spending $1.7 trillion on nuclear 
weapons), the staffer made a wildly 
out of touch remark. She claimed 
that the U.S.’s inflated military budget 
and human rights were not mutually 
exclusive. 

 Military and police budgets 
are oppositional to human rights 
and security, particularly those of 
Black and Indigenous people of 
color. The money allocated towards 
nuclear weapons programs is allocat-
ed away from education, healthcare, 
and other essential and underfunded 
work. Amid cries to defund the police, 
we must also divert funds away from 
the military budget, and particularly 
nuclear weapons programs. Investing 
in communities and in constituents 
means divesting from state-sanc-

tioned violence and weapons that, 
best-case scenario, we’ll never use 
anyway. 

 Slotkin comes from a military and 
intelligence background; she could 
lead the way for a sensible nuclear 
weapons policy and budget. Her 
voice would carry far, if she chooses 
to use it. I urge Rep. Slotkin to fight 
back against the new nuclear arms 
race, and to rein in nuclear weapons 
spending. 

 (Beyond the Bomb is a grassroots 
movement working to prevent nucle-
ar war. For more information, vis-
it beyondthebomb.org)

Sarah Vamvounis
East Lansing

LETTERS
to the editor

Have something to say about a local issue 
or an item that appeared in our pages? 
Now you have two ways to sound off:
1.) Write a letter to the editor.
• E-mail: letters@ lansingcitypulse.com
• Snail mail: City Pulse, 
   1905 E. Michigan Ave., 
   Lansing, MI 48912
• Fax: (517) 371-5800
• At lansingcitypulse.com
2.) Write a guest column:
Contact Berl Schwartz for more 
information: 
publisher@lansingcitypulse.com 
or (517) 999-5061
(Please include your name, address and 
telephone number so we can reach you. 
Keep letters to 250 words or fewer. City 
Pulse reserves the right to edit letters and 
columns.

By TERESA BINGHAM
(The author is a local attorney who is 
advising the city of Lansing on creat-
ing a racial equity and justice plan.)

The City of Lansing is more than 
meets the eye. If you ask most lifelong 
Michigan residents, they’ll mention 
Lansing being the Capital City, but 
may not mention 
the vast network 
of talented, equi-
ty-minded individ-
uals who not only 
call Lansing home, 
but are committed 
to making Lansing 
better. 

The aftermath 
of what seems to 
be a national hymn, finally acknowl-
edges how Black Americans and 
people of color are treated and often 
underrepresented in nearly every 
aspect of our society. Thus, we know 
that Lansing’s call to action must be 
met with a complete solution aimed 

at truly reaching the core of what peo-
ple are demanding: Inclusion, trans-
parency and positive results.

In collaboration with some of this 
city’s most experienced talent-base in 
their ongoing leadership in various 
industries and their work towards 
racial justice and equity, Mayor Schor 
has launched the Mayor’s Racial 
Justice and Equity Alliance (MRJEA), 
as one of the components to the many 
calls for change. Together, with input 
from the community at large, the 
work of the MRJEA, accompanied 
by various proactive moves by Mayor 
Schor and other city officials such as 
recent police reforms, equate to the 
answer — well, rather the process 
towards an answer to calls for real 
change that ring out from many of the 
city’s social, political and faith based 
infrastructures. 

It is my goal to work with MRJEA 
leaders to position our action as a 
clear example of unified interest 
between a city and its people as a best 

practice for municipalities that seek 
positive change. Now is the time to do 
the right thing.

We want the public to know that 
the MRJEA needs community input 
during this critical process. We will 
consider all input provided by people 
who complete the electronic survey, 
and people who participate in town 
hall meetings and focus groups. We 
also invite people to call to provide 
input and to also feel free to send 
emails with your input. We are lis-
tening to issues and concerns that are 
raised. And we will continue to listen 
and want to hear more from as many 
people as possible. 

I know that the elements that 
make up Lansing’s emerging Racial 
Justice and Equity Plan only exist 
with public input and the presence of 
strong and trusted leadership. Since 
joining the City’s efforts to address 
the underlying issues relative to racial 
justice and equity, I have had a very 
positive experience while working 
with City officials, including but 
not limited to Mayor Schor, Police 
Chief Daryl Green, Human Relations 
and Community Services Director 
Kimberly Coleman and others. They 
have not only demonstrated their 
commitment to MRJEA’s process 

and outcomes, but have embraced 
MRJEA members and prospective 
partners, and the community at-large, 
calling for inclusion and transparency 
as we all start this important work 
with the goal of achieving positive 
results for Lansing residents and for 
people who work in Lansing and visit 
the Capital City.

Moreover, Lansing’s efforts toward 
evaluating and implementing change 
through racial justice and equity lens-
es, require a collaborative focus on 
the collective goal of closing equity 
gaps for and among Lansing resi-
dents and for people who work in 
and visit Lansing. Now is the time for 
Lansing’s similar racial justice and 
equity efforts to move forward col-
lectively. It’s time for social and eco-
nomic change and, oftentimes, change 
involves a new process and approach.

Now more than ever, Lansing 
is prepared to answer the call to 
action. And I’m confident that people 
involved in this action, inside and 
outside of city government, will do 
their part to achieve the goals of racial 
justice and equity while creating a 
great place for people of all cultures to 
live, work, play, pray and thrive in the 
Capital City.

Lansing is prepared to 
answer the call to action

Bingham
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Lansing Diversity Council members feel neglected

Some members of an advisory coun-
cil tasked with promoting diversity 
and inclusion for the city of Lansing 
feel sidelined after Mayor Andy Schor 
shelved their recommendations for 
months, only recently rolling out plans 
for racial justice without soliciting 
much of their input on the topic.

Those frustrations have already 
pushed one member to call it quits. And 
unless the role of the original Mayor’s 
Diversity and Inclusion Council is 
amplified amid ongoing social unrest 
in the capital city, board members sug-
gested that more resignations from the 
board could soon 
follow.

“As we have 
seen over the 
past months, the 
impact of this 
committee has 
been adulterated,” 
board member 
Jennifer Carrera 
wrote in a fiery 
resignation letter 
last week. “We have not been listened 
to. We have begged repeatedly to have 
our modest recommendations acknowl-
edged.”

Schor’s first executive order as newly 
elected mayor in 2018 was to establish 
the Mayor’s Diversity and Inclusion 
Council. Until last week, it was the 
only appointed mayoral advisory board 
reporting to Schor specifically on issues 
like discrimination and racial justice in 
the city. 

In the aftermath of George Floyd’s 
death and amid a continued call for 
police divestment, Schor announced 
last week that his newly formed “Racial 

Justice and Equity Alliance” would now 
be tasked with examining many of the 
same city policies and racial biases for 
at least the next year.

And after suggestions for improve-
ments have been ignored for months, 
some members of Schor’s original task 
force are questioning the efficacy of yet 
another committee on diversity.

“We already have 12 committed indi-
viduals who want to push the city of 
Lansing in the appropriate direction,” 
said Council Chairman Randy Watkins. 
“And while we are disappointed and 
frustrated with the way the process is 
going, we still believe we have a good 
role to play in this process. It would 
be unfair to deny that members of this 
board have some sincere concerns and 
there have been thoughts of resigna-
tions, but I also think we’re willing to 

stick this one out.”
Carrera resigned last Thursday after 

the first of three city-organized Zoom 
calls, part of Schor’s new “community 
input series” on racial justice and equi-
ty. Although Inclusion Council member 
Lori Adams Simon played host, board 
members said they were hardly involved 
in the process, only reviewing prewrit-
ten questions that were posed at the 
online event one day in advance. 

“We were displaced from that pro-
cess. Our contribution as a committee 
has been described as being basically 
complaining and not positive enough,” 
Carerra wrote in her recent resignation 
letter. “Addressing racism and inequity 
is not going to be comfortable. It’s not 
supposed to be. Our responsibility is 
to communicate what the community 
wants and needs and advise the Mayor 

on how to meet those needs. We are not 
here to make the Mayor comfortable.”

More than 100 local residents tuned 
into the virtual meeting last week to 
voice concerns about discrimination 
within the capital city. Adams Simon 
and Police Chief Daryl Green posed 
questions about racial inequities to more 
than a dozen people who volunteered 
to speak. Schor gave brief remarks, but 
otherwise mostly sat back and listened. 
And the concerns were plentiful.

“I do believe that there is racism in 
Lansing,” said Dominique Devereaux. 
“Do I believe that it is overt? No. But I 
do believe that it is very systematic. I do 
believe there is racism existing within 
the Lansing area, but it’s more of a sys-
temic racism than overt, person-to-per-
son racism.”

Local activist and firefighter Michael 
Lynn said he feels comfortable living 
but not working in Lansing, especially 
at the Fire Department. Lynn is suing 
the city for racial discrimination and 

Advisory Council member 
quits: ‘We are not here to 
make the mayor comfortable.’

Advisory members of the 
Mayor’s new Racial Justice and 

Equity Alliance are:
Lural Baltimore	 Elizabeth Battiste
Berton Brown	 Melik Brown
Dr. Delsa Chapman	 Dale Copedge
Susan Cancro	 Bryan Crenshaw
Elissa Crumley	 Paula Cunningham
Pamela Davies	 Gregory Eaton
Joel Ferguson	 Joseph Graves Jr.
Adam Hussain	 Stanley Jenkins
Calvin Jones	
The Rev. Melvin T. Jones
Alane Laws-Barker	 Olivia Letts
Lorenzo Lopez	 Angela Mathews
David Maxwell	 Michael McKissic
Bill Reed		  Jonathan Rosewood
Carrie Rosingana	 Alfred P. Singleton II
Dr. LeKeeya Tucker	 Carmen Turner
Linda Vail		  Willard Walker
Randy Watkins

Courtesy City of Lansing

 Attorney Teresa Bingman, who is advising the city on racial equity and justice, 
speaks at a press conference last week at which Lansing Mayor Andy Schor (left) 
announced plans for dealing with those issues. To the right are Human Resources 
Director Kim Coleman and Police Chief Daryl Green.

Carrera

See Council, Page 8

POLITICS

Bernero redux?
Lansing’s ‘Angriest Mayor’ is halfway there

Have you watched 
the fallout of 
COVID-19, the city’s 
budget problems and 
the issues of tense 
race relations issues 
and dreamed back 
to the days of former 

Mayor Virg Bernero? Well, you may 
get your wish.

Word on the street is Bernero is 
at least 50/50 set on running for his 
old job in 2021. Obviously, we’re all 
thinking presidential politics these 
days, but Mayor Andy Schor has only 
about 17 months left on his term.

Asked directly about running 
again, Bernero said, “A number of 
community and business leaders have 
reached out to me with concerns 
about the direction of the city, ask-
ing if I would consider returning to 
the Mayor’s office. I love the city of 
Lansing and the people here, and still 

believe in our terrific potential. I have 
not ruled it out.”

If Schor doesn’t run (although 
all indications are that he will), the 
odds of a Bernero Redux go up. 
Although, Lansing’s “Angriest Mayor” 
isn’t afraid of running against Schor 

See Bernero, Page 9
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DESIGN
FOR

“Eye for Design” is our look at some of 
the nicer properties in Lansing. It rotates each 
with Eye candy of the Week and Eyesore of the 
Week.

No one correctly identified 
the last Eye for Design as the 
windmill on the Diederich 
Berry and Produce Farm, 3537 
Morrice Road in Webberville 
(below). But that place was 
hopping in June with strawber-
ry lovers.

This week’s Eye for Design 
(above) is a detail that can be 
spotted a bit closer to home. 
It can be found in downtown 
Lansing, not far from the State 
Capitol building. The circu-
lar shapes in the center of the 
gate give the design the look of 
a set of eyes gazing out on the 
street below. Like a wise old 
owl, it guards the entrance to 
this monument to knowledge 
in the heart of our capital city. 
Any guesses where this can be 
found? Email carriesampson@
micourthistory.org and you 
could win an Eye for Design 
mug.
— CARRIE SAMPSON

DESIGN
FOR

said he suspects that more work is being 
done to make Schor look good than to 
drive change.

Pamela Ford, in response to a ques-
tion of whether the city hires and sup-
ports people of color, said she doesn’t 
believe the city’s workforce — especially 
in management positions — adequately 
reflects demographics in the commu-
nity. Recruitment needs to change, she 
said.

Lansing resident Naudia Fisher 
said she believes some Black employ-
ees were hired in an act of “tokenism.” 
Transparency within the recruitment 
process should help on those efforts, 
she said.

Many of those issues, Carrera said, 
have already been addressed — and 
have been ignored.

“The most important work that needs 
to happen around racial equity in this 
community is the work that this new 
task force is set up to address, and I 
would say our committee was designed 
to address,” Carerra wrote. “We repre-
sent the community members. The task 
force represents leadership in powerful 
positions in the administration along 
with a smattering of community repre-
sentatives and one member of our com-
mittee. Our efforts are being diluted 
and displaced.”

Carrera, an assistant professor of 
sociology at Michigan State University, 
focuses on environmental justice as 
well as differential access to resourc-
es and its impact on the well-being of 
marginalized communities, according 
to her webpage. She’s a literal expert in 
the field.

With Carrera’s input, the Diversity 
and Inclusion Council last year suggest-
ed Schor hire a staff member specifical-
ly dedicated toward enhancing diversity 
and inclusion within city operations. 
The proposal was shelved for months 
before Schor revived and announced 
the concept in June.

“We have even not risen to the level of 
demanding that action be taken on our 
recommendations, just that we would 
be acknowledged,” Carerra wrote. “It 
was only in the face of embarrassment 
during recent weeks after the Mayor’s 
performance on the Black Lives Matter 
call that he responded to our recom-
mendations, saying that they had been 
lost for months.”

Schor, for his part, said he respond-
ed positively to the Council’s proposal 

for a diversity and inclusion coordina-
tor in an email sent last year but that 
that email never made it back to the 
Council members. He didn’t intention-
ally ignore the suggestion, he said. And 
budget constraints in the wake of the 
coronavirus pandemic only knocked it 
lower on the city priority list.

“I thought I had responded to those 
things in February, but either they 
didn’t get it or I didn’t send it. Then, 
we had the shutdown in March,” Schor 
explained. “I thought communication 
was getting better. I’d like to see this 
Council work alongside the Alliance on 
a lot of these issues.”

As part of the mayor’s plans to assem-
ble the city’s first long-term diversi-
ty, equity and inclusion plan, Schor 
announced last week the formation of 
the Racial Justice and Equity Alliance. 
More than 40 people — all appointed 
by Schor — are now tasked with fur-
ther developing city policies in tandem 
with attorney Teresa Bingman, who is 
being paid $63,000 for her consulting 
services.

The newly formed alliance will be 
led by Schor, Bingman, Police Chief 
Daryl Green and Human Relations 
and Community Services Director 
Kim Coleman. Representatives from 
the mayor’s cabinet, the boards of Fire 
and Police Commissioners, the Human 
Relations and Community Services 
Board and the existing Diversity and 
Inclusion Council will also reportedly 
pitch in.

Additionally, an “advisory commit-
tee” of 34 mostly Black community 
members have been appointed to one-
year terms. (See p. 7 for a complete 
list.) Members include Lansing NAACP 
President Dale Copedge, Ingham Co. 
Health Officer Linda Vail and developer 
Joel Ferguson.

“Information and data obtained will 
be used to inform the revision of com-
munity-inspired police use-of-force pol-
icies and also develop a community-in-
spired racial justice and equity plan,” 
Bingman said, noting brainstorming 
efforts would eventually develop into 
meaningful changes.

Watkins said some board members 
have questioned the integrity of those 
efforts, given that they’ve already been 
ongoing in the city for more than a year 
with little meaningful progress.

“I can’t say I’m satisfied at this point 
either,” Watkins added. “But really, this 
is just a first step. As the saying goes, 
every journey begins with a first step. I’d 
say there has been a lack of communica-
tion between the board and the mayor, 
but I think we’re still on the right track.”

In additional to racial bias training in 

his office, Schor also pledged last month 
to reaffirm existing police policies 
on deescalating violence, exhausting 
non-lethal alternatives and reviewing 
use of force — all efforts that officials 
said have already long been in place at 
the Police Department.

Green also rolled out at least two pol-
icy reforms in the wake of recent social 
unrest. Local cops will no longer pull 
over drivers for minor infractions like 
broken taillights in an effort to curb 
unnecessary police contact. No-knock 
warrants have also been entirely 
banned.

But with secondary equipment viola-
tions only accounting for about 15% of 
traffic stops, and only three no-knock 
warrants included among 284 searches 
conducted over the last five years, the 
reforms made to date have only left a 
growing desire for truly meaningful 
operational changes.

Schor said the Diversity and Inclusion 
Council is designed to tackle broad-
er, quality-of-life issues tied to social 
equity while the new taskforce carries 
a laser focus on curbing racism. Still, 
he understands how some of his origi-
nal board could feel like their toes have 
been stepped on.

“This alliance is kind of a short-term 
group of people to focus on these racism 
issues,” Schor explained. “They’ll still 
work together. I also think we’ve had 
some good communication to bridge 
some of these gaps. I thought these 
communciation issues had been getting 
better.”

Schor said he had no personal 
involvement in the creation and orga-
nization of last week’s virtual commu-
nity meeting, but he said he thought 
the Diversity and Inclusion Council had 
been consulted. He also said his ongo-
ing plans for the city are also subject to 
change as more input arrives. 

“This is a working document. We’re 
creating the roadmap to racial equi-
ty and we’re adding to it as we move 
along,” Schor said. “I’ve been to sever-
al of their meetings and worked with 
their leadership. I value their opinions 
and can absolutely review, evaluate and 
adjust as necessary.”

Schor called in Watkins and other 
members of the Diversity and Inclusion 
Council for a private “discussion with 
staff about moving forward” earlier this 
week, a city spokeswoman said. City 
Pulse wasn’t allowed to send a reporter, 
but a spokeswoman labeled it a “good 
conversation.”

“They discussed concerns and ways 
to best move forward,” she said without 
elaborating further.
— KYLE KAMINSKI

Council
from page 7
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either.
Bernero has kept himself busy 

consulting some marijuana clients. 
He’s still leading the Capital Area 
Manufacturing Council as executive 
director and he’s tried his hand at 
doing a regular political podcast.

But some business leaders miss 
Bernero’s decisive style, particularly 
when hooligans were smashing win-
dows along Washington Avenue a cou-
ple months ago. 

Would Mayor Virg Bernero have 
gone home when protesters were 
parading around neighborhoods in 
the afternoon and camping out in the 
city’s downtown business district when 
the sun set? I doubt it.

Should the city be draining its 
reserves right now? Couldn’t the city 
budget get much worse?

Also, consider this: The issues that 
arguably chased him from the 2017 
race are in the rearview mirror.

Who remembers the oddly timed 
firing of Peter Lark? The ice storm 
that put half of us in the deep freeze 
around Christmas? Janene McIntyre? 
Schor’s has his share of personnel 
departures, too. The two are theoreti-
cally even-steven on that front... well, 
kind of.

Schor hit a rough patch during the 
George Floyd protests. But calls for 
his resignation have gradually quiet-
ed down as the reinforcements were 
marched in to right the ship. 

Teresa Bingman, a former Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm attorney, is helping 
Schor draw up a diversity plan. Sliding 
Nik Tate into a chief of staff role made 

a lot of sense.
All signs have Schor running for 

reelection in 2021, but I’m not expect-
ing a final decision until year’s end. He 
didn’t give up time in the Legislature 
to be a one-term mayor. We’ll see how 
the Police Department reforms are 
received and what type of autumn he 
has.

He’s getting police out of the busi-
ness of addressing a mental health 
issue or issuing tickets for fuzzy dice 
from the rearview mirror. 

Schor’s support within the city 
hasn’t gone away. He’s still the deliber-
ative, calming presence in the Mayor’s 
Office who would rather strike a deal 
around the table than pick a fight. 
Some like that approach better.

Also, there’s no lineup of top-tier 
political types looking to take Schor 
out. Rep. Sarah Anthony has leader-
ship potential in the Legislature and is 
a likely contender to replace term-lim-
ited Sen. Curtis Hertel in 2022. She is 
not showing any signs of switching to 
city politics. 

City Council President Peter 
Spadafore hasn’t shown much interest 
in running, either, particularly not 
against Schor. 

If Schor does show signs that he’s 
“one and done,” I’d expect to see some-
one different to emerge. Certainly, 
an African American and most likely 
an African American woman. City 
Councilmember Patricia Spitzley has 
been mentioned, but a community 
leader or member of the business 
community is another real possibility.

Whoever it is will need to have the 
fire in the belly to win. Because if 
there’s one thing we all know about 
Virg, he brings a lot of that to all of his 
races.

(Kyle Melinn of the Capitol news 
service MIRS is at melinnky@gmail.
com.)

Bernero
from page 7

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF LANSING
SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED MINUTES

A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
OF LANSING WAS HELD VIA A ZOOM VIRTUAL MEETING UNDER THE GOVERNOR OF 
MICHIGAN’S EXECUTIVE ORDER 2020-129 ON TUESDAY, JULY 7, 2020 AT 7:00 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Supervisor Hayes, Clerk Aten, Treasurer Rodgers
		      Trustees:  Broughton, Harris, McKenzie, Bankson
MEMBERS ABSENT:    None. 

ALSO PRESENT:           Michael Gresens, Attorney

ACTION TAKEN BY THE BOARD:
Meeting called to order by Supervisor Hayes.
Approved minutes of the meeting held on June 23, 2020.
Agenda approved with amendment.
Introduced Ordinance 75.2: Amendments to Chapter 71B.
Authorized fire chief to promote firefighter.
Approved used car lot license renewal.
Approved Claims.
Meeting adjourned.

Diontrae Hayes, Supervisor
Susan L. Aten, Clerk		               		         		             CP#20-175

• Roll call conference participants and lock 
• Real-time participant list updates 
• Recording a conference 
• Quick set-up 
• Muting

517.999.9999 sa les@acd.net
www.acd.net

Contact ACD to Setup

Take charge of your conferences with 
easy-to-use features. On demand-audio 
conferencing is an easy-to-use service to 
enhance your business productivity. 
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The impact of COVID-19 on the 
economy might make people think 
it’s a good time to sit on real estate 
because people aren’t buying. But 
if you look around the mid-Michi-
gan market, homes are going up for 
sale and often earning the coveted 
“SOLD” sign quite quickly.

“Different price points have dif-
ferent markets, but everything is 
quite strong,” said Rob Campeau, 
CEO of the Michigan Association of 
Realtors. “I think it has to do with 
the low interest rates and people 
recognizing that ‘home’ means more 
now than ever.”

Nationally, the average rate on 
a 30-year fixed mortgage is down 
to 2.98%. According to the Federal 
Home Loan Mortgage Corp. — com-
monly referred to as Freddie Mac — 
that is the lowest in 50 years. 

“It’s almost free money,” said Gary 
Naeyaert, a Realtor with EXIT Realty 
Home Partners. “This is an outra-
geously optimistic time for people to 
sell because we have a very aggressive 
sellers’ market.” 

A balanced market, Naeyaert 
explained, is when buyers and sellers 
are on equal footing. In mid-Mich-
igan, that might mean an inventory 
of 2,000 to 2,500 homes actively 
listed for sale. Instead, there are only 
around 800.

“We were already under-inventory 
and have been for about three years 
– but that generally means 1,000 
to 1,500 homes available,” Naeyaert 
said. “Our buyers are outnumbering 
our sellers 2-to-1 right now.

“If you have a newly listed home 
that is properly priced and well 
maintained, you’re generally getting 
multiple offers over the list price 
within the first few days.”

Naeyaert said that despite the 
restrictions placed on the real estate 
industry by COVID-19, the interest 
in seeing houses and making a pur-
chase is incredibly high. He noted 
that some people are hesitant to list 
their homes for sale and have too 
many strangers walking through it. 
But if you’re willing to go through 
that, you are likely to find offers 
quickly rolling in. 

“On properly priced homes, I see 
five to 10 offers, and nearly everyone 
is over list price,” Naeyaert said.

The industry has adapted to the 
pandemic, although it had a signif-
icant blockade for selling earlier this 
year when Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 

prohibited agents from showing 
homes for seven weeks.

Since the market has opened back 
up, however, the industry has adapt-
ed well, according to Tracey Hernly, 
broker-owner of Howard Hanna 
Real Estate Associates. 

“Just like in everything else, it’s 
a change, but I feel like we’ve all 
adjusted,” Hernly said. “We’re mask-
ing, sanitizing and practicing safely, 
and I think things are going well.”

During the shutdown, virtual tours 
of homes became the norm, but it’s 
not a practice expected to work well 
long term, according to Naeyaert. 

“I sold two houses that way and 
both buyers backed out after see-
ing the houses in person,” he said. 
“Nothing replaces touching the 
countertop and seeing the basement 
for yourself.” 

As a whole, Realtors have made 
some changes to the selling and buy-
ing of homes.

One is that buyers are now more 
frequently required to have a pre-ap-
proval letter for financing before 
someone shows them a house. And 
“open houses” have fallen by the way-
side, replaced 
a l m o s t 
entirely  by 
showings via 
appointment 
only and lim-
ited to no 
more  than 
four people 
in a home at 
one time. 

“ O p e n 
houses used 
to be the No. 
1 way people 
so ld  hous-

es, but that was before the internet 
changed everything,” Naeyaert said. 
“Consumers have a lot more informa-
tion available now before they think 
about looking at a home anyway. It’s 
different, but it’s all manageable.”

Financing can be a problem if 
you’re unemployed or even fur-
loughed for as little as one day per 
week, as many state employees are 
right now. That is a hurdle in the 
mid-Michigan market, but lenders 
are working with people, and most 
are loosening up their programs. 

“When going through a national 
pandemic, we don’t really have any-
thing to compare it to,” Hernly said. 
“Still, there are people that have to 
sell and, more so, there are people 
that have to buy. They can buy stuff 
cheaper than they can rent because 
interest rates are so low.”

Hernly noted that while that’s 
helping the first-time homebuyer 
segment, others are selling to buy 
their next home that might offer 
more space or amenities. 

Campeau said COVID-19 has, for 
many, pointed out problems with 
their current housing. 

“We’ve all become intimately famil-
iar with the inadequacies of our pres-
ent home,” Campeau said. “We’re all 
spending much more time at home 
— and with no predicted end date to 
the pandemic — people see places as 
their home, but it’s also their office 

and it’s their recreational environ-
ment.”

Hernly pointed out that people 
working from home has led to a new 
question about internet speeds that 
hasn’t always been asked by potential 
buyers before. 

“There might be demand for a 
little more space, but you also have 
the issue of making sure you have 
the internet speeds you need,” she 
said. “If you don’t, you might not be 
able to move to the country. I had a 
few buyers that were ready to write 
offers, but they checked the internet 
speed and it wasn’t able to handle 
their work-from-home needs.” 

Still, active inventory is down and 
average prices are up, so if you’re 
interested in selling your home, 
there is a good market out there 
in mid-Michigan that seems to be 
growing stronger. The current aver-
age time on the market is 34 days, 
according to Hernly, who said that’s 
down over 27% from June. 

The more important question you 
may have to ask yourself is, “What 
next?” 

“If people are interested in selling, 
it’s a great time. You’re going to sell 
at a good premium,” Hernly said, “I 
would not deter people from waiting, 
but I would tell them to have a plan 
for what to do after they sell because 
you don’t want to end up homeless!” 
—	 ARI ADLER

SOLD! Mid-Michigan experiencing real-estate sellers’ market

This story is paid for by readers 
like you through contributions to 

the City Pulse Fund for 
Community Journalism. 

To contribute, please go to 
lansingcitypulse.com/donation.

CITY OF EAST LANSING, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE NO. 1483

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING USE DISTRICT MAP OF CHAPTER 50 
-- ZONING -- OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF EAST LANSING

Please take notice that Ordinance No. 1483 was adopted by the City of East Lansing City Council 
at their meeting held on July 14, 2020 and will become effective upon the expiration of seven (7) 
days after the publication of the following summary of ordinance.

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO. 1483

THE CITY OF EAST LANSING ORDAINS:

Ordinance 1483, an ordinance to rezone the property at 3400 West Road from OIP, Office 
Industrial Park District, to B-5, Community Retail Sales Business District, and Conditional M-1, 
Manufacturing District, and 3401 Coolidge Road from OIP, Office Industrial Park District, to B-5, 
Community Retail Sales Business District.

The conditional rezoning agreement for the eastern portion of 3400 West Road allows the following 
limited land uses:   wholesale businesses, painting, varnishing, or vulcanizing shop, cold storage 
plant, bottling works, manufacture of food products, public garage, motor vehicle repair shop, 
automobile paint and bump shop, or car washing establishment, tin shop or plumbing supply shop, 
light manufacturing and wholesale businesses, veterinary hospital or clinic, research laboratory.  
The agreement also requires that any future use of the property comply with the performance 
standards currently listed in Section 50-673(1) and (2). 
	
A true copy of Ordinance No. 1483 can be inspected or obtained at the Office of the City Clerk at 
City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan during normal business hours.

					     Jennifer Shuster
					     City Clerk	             	            CP#20-177

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT

COUNTY OF INGHAM
NOTICE OF HEARING

FILE NO. 18-001409-GM-P33

In the matter of Liliona N. Edsall. 
TAKE NOTICE: A hearing will be 
held on September 15, 2020 at 
9:30 a.m., at 313 W. Kalamazoo 
St., Lansing, MI 48933 before 
Richard J. Garcia, for the following 
purpose: Guardianship Hearing.    
If you require accommodations 
to use the court because of a 
disability, or if you require a 
foreign language interpreter to 
help you fully participate in court 
proceedings, please contact 
the court immediately to make 
arrangements. 

7/23/2020

Shawn Edsall
900 Long Blvd.#452
Lansing, MI 48911
517-582-9683
	             CP#20-176
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Four incumbents are facing off 
against three newcomers in next 
Tuesday’s primary election for four 
positions on the Meridian Township 
Board of Trustees. All are Democrats, 
marking the further slide of the GOP 
in the township, where four years 
ago, it was able to field three candi-
dates.

The elephant in the room is the 
COVID-19 crisis. Projects are stalled 
and residents and small business-
es need relief. One thing is for 
sure: these candidates know that 
COVID-19 will be on most voters’ 
minds when they cast their ballots.

Incumbents
Patricia Herring Jackson, 56, is 

seeking her second term. She is a 
g r a n d m o t h e r 
who has lived at 
the same address 
in Okemos since 
1987. She earned 
a  B . S .  f r o m 
Bennett College 
for Women and a 
PhD in biochem-
ical pharmacolo-
gy from Mehary 
Medical College. 
She worked various roles in the town-
ship government since 2000.

Jackson cited her experience on 
the board producing and managing 
budgets. Jackson said she wants to 
focus on stabilizing and support-
ing projects that took a hit after the 
COVID-19 crisis began. She also 
promised to help maintain the town-
ship workforce — including public 
health and safety workers — now that 
the township is projecting reduced 
revenue and slowed economic activ-
ity. 

Jackson also said that she supports 
expanding broadband access, updat-
ing local infrastructure and creating 
a more environmentally sustainable 
community. 

To foster a more equitable commu-
nity, Jackson said that she plans to 
bring community residents together 
so they can get to know each other. 
“Together, we can participate in mak-
ing ‘ONE MERIDIAN’ more like we 
want it to become, from a diverse and 
welcoming community to one that is 
more inclusive and equitable for all 
involved,” she said. 

Jackson noted, “I believe I am a 
careful listener and always a student, 
first.”

The Lansing Regional Chamber 
PAC and IBEW Local 665 endorsed 
Jackson’s candidacy.

Dan Opsommer, 32, is seeking a 
second term. He 
received a bach-
elor’s degree in 
journalism from 
MSU. e served as 
State Rep. Julie 
Brixie’s chief of 
staff. Opsommer 
said that he is 
running again 
because — in 
these difficult 
times — the community needs a 
sense of consistency. “If elected, I 
will roll up my sleeves and work to 
continuously improve our quality of 
life. You have my word,” he promised. 

In 2019, Opsommer worked to 
get voter approval for a project 
that would fund 147 miles of road 
in Meridian Township. After the 
COVID-19 outbreak, he assisted in 
efforts to spread relief through the 
community, including a COVID cri-
sis hotline, small business grants and 
programs like Meridian Cares. 

Opsommer said that one of his 
top priorities is protecting neigh-
borhoods from encroaching devel-
opment. He also said that he wants 
Meridian Township to use 100% 
renewable energy, hopefully by 2030. 
In addition, Opsommer also claimed 
to be in the process of drafting a 
thorough tree protection ordinance. 

Kathy Ann Sundland is seeking a 
second term. She did not respond 
to requests for 
comment. 

Sundland has 
a  b a c h e l o r ’s 
degree in human 
resources from 
Michigan State 
University and 
worked in HR 
with the State of 
Michigan for 26 
years. “I feel like 
that makes me a very qualified candi-
date,” she said.

Sundland emphasized that her 
top priority is promoting sustained 
growth within her community. 

“We need to do it in a care-
ful, thoughtful manner,” she said. 
According to Sundland, this means 
focusing on sound land use and con-
tinued infrastructure development. 

Courtney Wisinsk i ,  44,  was 
appointed to fill a board vacancy last 
year.  She has 
lived in Meridian 
Township for 17 
years and has 
two kids enrolled 
i n  O k e m o s 
S c h o o l s .  S h e 
has a bachelor’s 
degree in natu-
ral science from 
MSU and a mas-
ter’s in public health management 
from Creighton University. 

Wisinski became involved in the 
community through coaching and 
extracurricular activities. She also 
took a position on the township’s 
park commission in 2017 and began 
leading an equity and inclusion task-
force this year. 

Wisinski decided to run for trustee 
this time around to utilize her back-
ground in environmental science and 
public health management to “con-
tribute to her community.”

“I’ve gotten used to local govern-
ment, and I feel confident enough 
to run now,” said Wisinski. She said 
that her main priority is continuing 
unfinished projects from the last four 
years, including the road millage and 
redevelopment projects in Okemos 
and Haslett. 

Challengers
Mary Waller has withdrawn.
John Esser,  72, has lived in 

Meridian Township for 33 years. He 
graduated from MSU with a bach-
elor’s in eco-
nomics. Then, 
he worked in 
M i c h i g a n ’ s 
O f f i c e  o f 
I n s u r a n c e 
and Financial 
S e r v i c e s  f o r 
a l m o s t  2 5 
years .rev iew-
ing insurance/
health products and how they were 
marketed in Michigan.

Esser became interested in the 
position after spending nine years 
with his neighborhood watch. Esser’s 
work with them — combined with 
the onset of COVID-19 and the eco-
nomic difficulties it created — moti-
vated him to jump in the race.

Esser said that his top priorities 
are equality and diversity, improved 
communication with the communi-

ty and environmental sustainability. 
He proposed adding lessons about 
equality and sustainability to the 
curriculum in local schools, in addi-
tion to diversity training for govern-
ment employees, local business and 
the community. 

“We are living in uncertain times,” 
said Esser. “We need new voices on 
the Meridian Township board, so 
that important decisions that will 
affect current and future residents 
are made only after a fact-based 
review of the information, and the 
input of all the interested parties is 
considered.”

Mike Kieliszewski, 44, has lived 
in Meridian Township his entire life. 
He graduated 
f rom Okemos 
Hi g h  S c h o o l , 
then MSU. As 
a lifelong resi-
dent, he claimed 
that he has a 
unique under-
standing of local 
politics and the 
way that they 
affect his family, 
quality of life, and the broader com-
munity.

Kieliszewski asserted that the 
local government needs more citi-
zen input and more transparency. 
According to him, without transpar-
ency, taxpayer money ends up going 
to projects that they don’t want or 
need.

Kieliszewski said that his top pri-
ority is managing and recovering 
from the COVID-19 crisis. 

“That’s priority 1, 2 and 3 to 
me. Doing this in a way that’s safe 
and responsible and puts value in 
human life,” he said. “As this global 
COVID-19 pandemic is highlighting, 
we are all in this together and those 
of us with the means and ability to 
assist others have a duty to do so.”

“My experience and my skills can 
help out a few of those projects, 
when it comes to environmental con-
tamination happening in downtown 
Okemos and Haslett,” she explained. 
“As well as our current doomsday 
situation. We have to make sure our 
entire community’s healthy by all 
means.”

James D. Salehi did not respond 
to requests for comment, nor does 
he have a campaign website with his 
stated positions. 

4 trustee incumbents face 3 challengers in Meridian Twp.

Jackson

Opsommer

Sundland

Wisinski

Kieliszewski

Esser
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By KYLE KAMINSKI
Thousands of pot plants are quickly 

multiplying inside one of the largest and 
most historic buildings in Lansing as 
Michael Doherty quite literally grows his 
own empire along Cedar Street.

Doherty, 41, of Lansing, said his com-
pany, Rehbel Industries, plans to become 
“the Jack Daniels of cannabis” over the 
next decade as he and his 40 employees 
push forward with a massive growing and 
processing operation at the iconic John 
Bean building, 1305 S. Cedar St.

Seemingly endless rows of pot plants 
— some leafy, towering giants and oth-
ers still budding — are springing to life 

inside. An in-house processing facility, 
growing rooms and office spaces are still 
being built. Grounds crews are excavating 
mountains of dirt. An electrical grid that 
could power more than 1,400 homes is 
being rewired into the basement. The rest 
is still under repair.

Licenses have also been conditionally 
approved for two Rehbel brand dispensa-
ries.

“We want to be a national player in this 
market,” Doherty explained. “I’m not goug-
ing customers or giving them shitty prod-
ucts. We’re proud of what we produce, and 
want people to be excited when they buy it. 
We’re in this for the long haul, really build-
ing a brand to stand the test of time.”

The company’s  f lashy,  boldface 
“REHBEL” billboards have caught atten-
tion south of I-496 for months. Local eyes 
— and noses — have been enticed by his 
mysterious, all-black building across from 

Art’s Pub for years. Inside, Doherty has 
been keeping focused on his mission.

“We’re just on the verge of a very exciting 
new industry. This industry has been here 
a long time, but the commercialization of 
cannabis is one of the most exciting things 
on the planet, and I’m proud to be a part 
of this,” he explained. “We’re talking about 
a $100 million investment here.” 

Doherty is one of dozens of entrepreneurs 
in Greater Lansing looking to monopolize 
a flowering recreational marijuana mar-
ket that, even amid a global health crisis, 
manages to stay lucrative. And controlling 
as many aspects from seed to sale is the 
key to their success, they explained.

“I think Lansing is poised to be one of 
the biggest players in the long term,” said 
Alex Martin, co-owner of Lemonati Family 
Farms, a Lansing-based company licensed 

‘The Jack Daniels of Cannabis’
Recreational marijuana market thrives in 

Michigan — even during a global pandemic

Seed-to-sale entrepreneurs 
plant millions of dollars in 
Lansing as local pot 
industry blossoms

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse

Michael Doherty, founder of Rehbel Industries, on the roof of 
the old John Bean Building, on South Cedar Street, which he 
is in the process of converting into one of the largest marijua-
na growing operations in the world.

See Cannabis, Page 13  
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or conditionally approved to both grow 
and process — and eventually sell — can-
nabis products locally.

“There are a ton of benefits to being 
vertically integrated,” he said. “It’s about 
being able to control the product supply to 
your own store, and your own customers. 
Especially with some of the product short-
ages we’ve seen in the last year, controlling 
your own supply is essential.”

State records show that recreational 
marijuana sales climbed more than eight-
fold since December and have rested at 
more than $10 million weekly since last 
month. Medical sales have also skyrock-
eted in recent weeks and also landed just 
under $10 million from June 8 to 14.

And the city of Lansing is quickly 
cementing itself as a major player in that 
statewide market. 

Records show at least 28 recreational 
marijuana growing licenses and 105 med-
ical marijuana growing licenses have been 
approved or conditionally approved across 
the city, enabling the production of tens 
of thousands marijuana plants to feed into 
Michigan’s flowering pot market. 

Many of those licenses are stacked in a 
single growing facility and are operated by 
companies, like Green Peak Innovations, 
Apex Ultra Worldwide and Homegrown 
Cannabis Co., that also have processing 
and retail licenses to push out products to 
consumers. The vertical integration mod-
el cuts out the middleman, provides more 
entrepreneurial control and higher profit 
margins.

At least 49 licenses have also been 
approved or conditionally approved for 
medical and recreational retail sales. 
Shops must carry two licenses for both 
medical and recreational sales.

“A lot of people went and got their stores 

open first,” Martin added. “We wanted to 
focus on our cultivation facility in order to 
bring on the retail location. We were able 
to finish up our construction just prior to 
the beginning of the pandemic, so things 
have been moving quickly.”

City officials have also either approved 
or conditionally approved four recre-
ational consumption lounges, two micro-
businesses that can grow and sell their 
own products and 46 separate processing 
plants. Many have yet to open pending 
formal approval from state regulators, but 
the stage is set for the capital city to com-
plete its transformation into a veritable 
pot powerhouse.

Jeff Hank, manager at Edgewood 

Wellness, is working on plans that would 
turn the dispensary into a consumption 
lounge, art gallery, marijuana museum 
and large special events space. At 18,000 
square feet, the store is the biggest pot 
shop east of the Mississippi River, Hank 
said. 

“We have been delayed a little bit on the 
other two stores with COVID holding up 
plans for a launch of our Michigan Avenue 
store and our MLK store-grow-processing 
facility,” Hank added. “Nonetheless, prog-
ress continues. Lots of exciting things on 
the horizon in the capital city.”

Rehbel is conditionally approved to 

Cannabis
from page 12

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse

(Above) At 
Lemonati Family 
Farms on East 
Kalamazoo 
Street, plants 
are grown 
hydroponically, 
without soil. The 
Lansing-based 
company is 
licensed or condi-
tionally approved 
to both grow and 
process — and 
eventually sell — 
cannabis prod-
ucts locally.

(Left) A selection 
of cured buds 
from Green Peak 
Innovations that 
either are or 
soon will be avail-
able for purchase 
at Skymint stores 
across Michigan.

See Cannabis, Page 14

Courtesy photos
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#WeGOTogether

• Former Ingham County Deputy Clerk, 2012-2015
• Fair, Honest, and Respectable

• Working to make a more inclusive Ingham County

Paid for by Friends of DeKeea Quinney-Davis | P.O. Box 21101 Lansing, MI 48909-1101

Vote 
DeKeea Quinney-Davis
Ingham County Clerk

August 4th

grow thousands of recreational and 
medical marijuana plants that can 
later be packaged at its in-house pro-
cessing facility. The company is also 
conditionally approved for at least 
two dispensaries in order to control 
all aspects of production.

Doherty is already supplying medi-
cal pot to dispensaries statewide, but 
vertical integration, he explained, 
is a major factor in the success of 
his business model. Incorporating 
sales and processing into cultivation 
provides more control —  and much 
higher profit margins.

It’s a monopolistic sort of tac-
tic also shared by Green Peak 
Innovations, a vertically integrated 
cannabis company that’s headquar-
tered in Dimondale that holds the 
title of the single largest license hold-
er in the state. The company oper-
ates two massive growing facilities, 
its own in-house processing plant 
and 10 retail locations that operate 
under the brand name Skymint. 

All told, Green Peak is licensed 
to grow 32,000 plants across two 
locations in Greater Lansing. Two 
Skymint dispensaries are open in 
Lansing. More are coming in East 
Lansing and Okemos. 

Vice President Joe Neller said 
vertical integration not only pro-
vides for higher profit margins by 
cutting out middleman processors, 
but it allows his team to manage 

quality control from the ground up. 
Developing a trusted brand in a new 
industry requires absolute consisten-
cy, he said.

“We knew Michigan would be a 
challenging market, and we thought 
it was important that we had access 
to our own product supply for retail, 
but also robust wholesale distri-

Cannabis
from page 13

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

Bazonzoes plans to open a dispen-
sary attached to a growing facility 
across from Deluca’s Pizza on W. 
Willow Street in Lansing.

See Cannabis, Page 15
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Re-Elect Patricia Herring Jackson
Meridian Township Trustee - Democrat

VOTE AUGUST 4, 2020

STILL committed to building and sustaining our 
diverse commuity, one that makes us ALL proud!
• 33-year resident of Meridian Township • 28 years MSU Researcher (Microbiology & Molecular Genetics)

• 18 years Okemos Public School parent 
• 16 years Mertidian Township Planning Commission (2 terms as chair)

• 5 years Meridian Township Zoning Board of Appeals • 4 years Meridian Township, Board Member 
• 2 years Meridian Township, Supervisor “Pro-Tem”

Paid for by A Committee to Re-Elect Patricia Herring Jackson | 2512 Capeside Dr. Okemos, MI 48864

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO RE-ELECT TOM REICH FOR SHERIFF
4367 Eaton River Trail, Eaton Rapids, MI 48827

EATON COUNTY SHERIFF  
TOM REICH

PROFESSIONAL, RESPONSIBLE 
LEADERSHIP FOR EATON COUNTY 

 Requires regular, mandatory de-escalation and conflict 
management training for Deputies.

 Mandates body cameras for all patrol personnel.

 Implemented mental illness crisis intervention training.

Eaton County can’t afford a return to the past. 

2019 Michigan Sheriff of the Year
www.TomReichForSheriff.com

bution,” Neller said, noting Green 
Peak grows enough to supply every 
Skymint store, with plenty of surplus. 

“At this point, we don’t carry any-
one else’s flower in-store,” Neller add-
ed. “We only carry third-party edibles, 
vapes, tinctures — that sort of stuff — 
and a lot of different accessories.”

In addition to operating a popular 
dispensary on South Pennsylvania 
Avenue, HomeGrown Cannabis Co. 
also holds several city-issued licens-
es for both medical and recreational 
growing and processing, as well as 
another conditionally approved retail 
location on South Cedar Street. 

PG Manufacturing Group, the 
corporate name behind Lansing pot 
shops like Pure Options and Stateside 
Wellness, is also approved for grow-
ing and processing operations. The 
company is also navigating the city’s 
licensing system for a second dispen-
sary on Lansing’s northside. 

Local entrepreneurs said vertical-
ly integrated companies can quick-
ly adjust to meet customer demand, 
whereas standalone growers and 
retailers are dependent on the supply 
chain. And while more control over 
the growing, processing and sales 
systems obviously requires a larger 
upfront investment, some of the larg-
er players in Lansing expect it’ll gen-
erate a bigger payout.

Some entrepreneurs do choose to 
specialize in growing or retail sales, 

but why not do both?
“It takes a lot of money to build 

these facilities, buy the equipment, 
bring on the staff,” Neller explained. 
“I think Lansing, even before the 
licensing act was put into place, has 
always been open to the cannabis 
business. We’ve sort of been a pioneer 
in the state in that regard.”

And with cannabis an “essential” 
business in Michigan, COVID-19 has 
done little to stall growth.

Apex Ultra Worldwide also plans to 
open a pot shop across from Deluca’s 
Pizza called Bazonzoes. Licensing 
records show it is attached to a large 
facility capable of growing and pro-
cessing thousands of plants in-house. 
Those products only leave the build-
ing for testing.

“It’s difficult to define your own 
existence, which is the core of my 
whole company,” Doherty added. 
“Sometimes you have to question the 
world around you, not be afraid to 
ruffle a few feathers. You have to keep 

a moral compass the whole time. My 
brand is called Rehbel for a reason. 
It’s not a blind rebellion, but having 
the courage to question and find your 
own way.” 

Big talk for a weed farmer. But 
Doherty, like others, envisions his 
company as much more than that. He 
wants his flower, tinctures and edibles 
in every retail pot shop in America. 
He plans to hire 20 more people this 
summer and wants to employ thou-
sands over the next several years. 

“We’re attempting to take on at 
least 10% of the Michigan market in 
this facility alone,” he said. “A Jack 
Daniels type of brand headquartered 
in this city is a pretty awesome thing.”

Officials at the Lansing Board of 
Water & Light also couldn’t be hap-
pier. General Manager Dick Peffley 

said he expects the local pot market to 
dump untold millions of dollars into 
electric service over the coming years 
as the commercial market continues 
to expand and stabilize in Michigan.

BWL officials said the John Bean 
Building, for example, could eventu-
ally use up to 40 million kWh of ener-
gy annually, or about 2 percent of last 
year’s electricity for the entire city of 
Lansing.

“It was mission impossible to take 
on a project this size, but I knew it 
would be an awesome business move 
if I could actually pull it all off,” 
Doherty added. “This building used 
to be a real powerhouse back in the 
day, and a big part of this is bringing 
it back up to its former glory.” 

Cannabis
from page 14
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Customer Reviews

Store Hours
Monday – Saturday 8 AM – 8 PM | Sunday 10 AM – 6 PM

The best staff and quality equipment at affordable prices

“Very knowledgeable 
and courteous employees. 

Fair and  
competitive prices.”

~John Smith

“Great store.  
Employees were the best.

Support your 
local businesses”

~Steve Serr

“Friendly staff, always 
someone to help you 
without being pushy. 

Great selection, prompt 
service and delivery.”

~Anthony Bahm

GILBERTS DEWITT 
HARDWARE  
(517)669-1200 

12900 Old US 27 Dewitt, MI 48820 
GilbertsHardware.DoItBest.com

SPEND $25 GET $5OFF

Gilberts 
Hardware Store

• Paint • Hardware • Lawn & Garden •
• Equipment Rentals •

HARDWARE and RENTAL

Customer appreciation
• Free cover with grill purchase coupon • $5 off any purchase over $25

• Massive Discount and savings on all grills •  Free delivery w/in 25miles (inquire)

We’ve Got Grills!

BUY 2 FOR 
$1.49/GAL.

Clean glass, mirrors, ceramics 
and stainless steel with

All Purpose Cleaning Vinegar. 

(normally $4.49 each)

The perfect 
household cleaner!
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ARTS & CULTURE ART • BOOKS • FILM • MUSIC

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
There are unselfish (and selfish) 

reasons to get in on “Acts of Care,” 
a community-based art installation 
that will mark the Sept. 1 reopening 
of MSU’s Broad Art Museum.

A splashy reopening, with Jeff 
Koons balloon animals, Beaujolais 

wine and bal-
lyhoo, would 
not suit these 
queasy times. 
A demon-filled 
descent  into 
B o s c h - s t y l e 
chaos would be 

too close to what we have already.
So the Broad is taking a positive 

tack, asking everyday people from 
greater Lansing to write a “statement 
of gratitude” about a person, organi-
zation or place that has helped them 
get through the first four months of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and quar-
antine, with an accompanying image.

The professionals at the Broad 
will work the submissions up into a 
massive, poster-like mosaic of good 
vibes, starting in the education wing 
and spilling over into other halls and 
galleries if the project takes off.

“The museum community is hyper-
aware that this is a pivotal moment 
in our history,” Broad Museum 
spokeswoman Morgan Butts said. 
“Our responsibility as a museum is 
to document this.”

The horrors of 2020 will be pro-
cessed, in art, music and literature, 
for many years to come. Images of 
anger, alienation, isolation, death 
and despair are no doubt forthcom-
ing.

But not quite yet. “Acts of Care” 
promises a positive, if partial, early 
snapshot of life during the pandemic 
and a gesture of broad inclusion to 
the greater Lansing community.

That leads to the selfish part: It’s 
a rare (perhaps never to be repeated) 
chance to have something you wrote, 

and a picture you took, exhibited at 
one of the world’s major contempo-
rary art museums. (You can submit 
an entry anonymously if you want.)

The project’s aim is to recognize 
any “acts of care” people have not-
ed this spring, by health care work-
ers, teachers or anyone else who has 
helped the community hold it togeth-
er, including those who have worked 
to teach and take action against 
racial inequality and injustice.

Submissions can be made at 
Broadmuseu.msu.edu/exhibitions/
acts-of-care.

Submissions must be received by 
Sunday (Aug. 2) to get into the first 
round of the exhibit.

Like most public institutions 
across the country,  the Broad 
Museum has hovered in a strange 
stasis since it closed March 13. Even 
the Broad’s new director, Monica 
Ramirez-Montagut, is doing her job 
via Zoom and email while waiting, 
surrounded by boxes, in her New 
Orleans home, for a safe time to call 
up the movers and schlep to her new 
digs in East Lansing. Butts said her 
new boss is aiming to make the move 
soon.

Since the Broad closed March 13, 
the entire museum staff has been 
working at home, except for a daily 
walk through by museum registrar 
Rachel Vargas and chief preparator 
Brian Kirschensteiner to check on 
the building’s temperature, humidity 
and other physical conditions.

Physically, everything is OK, but 
without visitors, the Zaha Hadid-
designed Broad Museum and the art 
inside is a lonely place.

“Art needs to be viewed,” Butts 
said. “It reminds me of some videos 
I’ve seen from aquariums and zoos 
— ‘the penguins miss you, the rhino 
misses you.’ Well, the art misses you.”

The Broad’s reopening, Sept. 1 is 
timed to coincide with the start of 
fall classes at MSU the following 
day. When MSU President Samuel 
Stanley’s announced that in-person 
classes would be held this fall, the 
Broad staff wanted to be open to 
serve them.

“We’ve been in constant consul-

tation with health experts and uni-
versity physicians, following CDC 
guidelines,” Butts said.

Arts professionals are anxious-
ly watching data on attendance as 
museums reopen across the country, 
but it’s still too early to discern a gen-
eral trend. The Detroit Institute of 
Arts reopened July 10; the Chicago 
Art Institute reopens Thursday (July 
30) and the Museum of Science and 
Industry reopens Saturday (Aug. 1).

The question that is uppermost 
on the minds of most arts leaders is, 
will pent-up demand lead to a surge 
in attendance or will caution keep 
people away?

Colleen Dillenschneider, a mar-
ket specialist who writes a blog on 
the subject, advises arts leaders that 
during and immediately after the 
pandemic, attendance at cultural 
sites will likely be “redistributed.” 
Parks, botanical gardens and other 
open-air spaces will see an uptick 
in attendance; symphony halls, the-
aters and other “enclosed spaces 
with limited movement” will suffer 
the most.

Museums are generally airy places 
where people move around, so they 
sit somewhere in between. The huge 
galleries and state-of-the-art venti-
lation at the Broad Museum, which 
was seldom crowded anyway, will 
likely make it an attractive pandem-
ic-era haunt, not just for art seekers, 
but for people who are bored and are 
fleeing quarantine.

“We also want to continue online 
engagement for those who aren’t 

comfortable with visiting in person,” 
Butts said. A variety of classes, talks 
and hands-on workshops can be 
accessed at the Broad’s Web site.

Besides the “Acts of Care” exhibit, 
visitors to the Broad Art Museum 
in September will see the full 2020 
MSU Master of Fine Arts exhibit, 
installed in March and waiting for an 
audience until now. The MFA show 
is always a panoply of advanced stu-
dent work in many genres and media 
and has become an annual tradi-
tion at the Broad. Also in place this 
September is a complete series of 
provocative video works, collectively 
titled “Situation,” by filmmaker John 
Lucas and poet Claudia Rankine. 
The films revolve around the theme 
of race-based aggressions, both large 
and small.

The Broad’s sprawling lead exhi-
bition since January, “Never Spoken 
Again: Rogue Stories of Science and 
Collections,” was scheduled to run 
until Aug. 23 and can’t be held over, 
because it is a traveling exhibition 
and it has to be moved to its next 
scheduled location.

“Unfortunately,  some exhibits 
didn’t get the life we envisioned for 
them,” Butts said.

She hopes “Acts of Care” will take 
on a life of its own once people see it 
in person and get ideas for their own 
submissions.

“We’re still going through this, so 
this project is ongoing,” Butts said. 
“I don’t think anyone is looking at 
the world and saying, ‘Oh, this is 
going to end soon.’”

Courtesy photo

An early entry in the MSU Broad Museum’s community installation, “Acts of 
Care,” marking the museum’s reopening Sept. 1.

Documents of gratitude
‘Acts of Care’ project 
marks return of MSU 
Broad Art Museum

‘Acts of Care’
MSU Broad Art Museum
Opens Sept. 1
To contribute, go to:
Broadmuseu.msu.edu/
exhibitions/acts-of-care
Submissions due by Aug. 2 
to be included in first round
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CALL 1-800-HEDLUND 
OR 517-321-5955
SPECIALIZING IN SAME 

DAY SERVICE

CLEANING YOUR HOUSE? 
Don't forget your drains!

We are a 3rd generation family owned business 
serving Greater Lansing since 1939

Schedule drain cleaning on YOUR schedule to keep  
them flowing BEFORE they stop entirely

We offer full range of cabling and water jetting of lines
Camera inspection/location services

$30 OFF

10% OFF

ANY SERVICE
CALL OVER 

$100

ANY DRAIN 
CLEANING OR 

CAMERA 
INSPECTION

COUPON EXPIRES 7/31/2020 

MAXIMUM DISCOUNT $50
COUPON EXPIRES 7/31/2020 
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Favorite Things
After weeks of thinking about my 

favorite thing, I realized I couldn’t 
come up with just one item. Instead, 
I decided my favorite things are 
actually all the numerous items that 
my mom had given me through the 
years or items that were my mom’s. 
Her “treasures.” 

My older siblings are 8 and 
11-years older than me, so I basical-
ly had my parents to myself growing 
up. I was essentially raised as an 
only child. My mom always referred 
to me as her “coffee drinking buddy.” 
She’d tote me along to her visits with 
friends and coffee dates. Because of 
that, I grew to love coffee at a ridicu-
lously young age. We also frequently 
visited yard sales, flea markets and 
antique shops together. She was a 
collector of vintage items and I loved 
seeking out these items with her. 
Throughout the years, she collected 

numerous items: tins, vintage linens, 
Delft Blue Dutch Pottery and even 
pottery that coincidentally had the 
same name as hers, Claire Wilson — 
just to name a few.

This was a tradition we carried 
on throughout my adult years. She 
would make biweekly trips into 

Lansing and we would always go 
for lunch and shopping together. 
Without fail, we’d end up at some 
type of flea market or antique store 
to finish our day treasure hunting. 
Even on days when I wasn’t in the 
mood or didn’t feel like shopping, or 
stopping at that garage sale that she 

saw, she always told me I would look 
back and laugh at the memories we 
shared doing this. 

In August of last year, my mom 
passed away from a long battle with 
metastatic breast cancer. Now, I 
understand why my mom called all 
her finds treasures. Throughout our 
house are items that remind me of 
her. Small items, like the pictured 
strawberry, I remember from my 
childhood. Other items she crafted 
or were gifted to me after she passed 
away. I have too many in my posses-
sion to pick just one, but it’s so nice 
to have constant reminders of her 
pop up throughout my day. I don’t 
look at them as things, but as mem-
ories we shared together. 

(Words by Julie Canfield. Edited 
by Rich Tupica. If you have a sug-
gestion for Favorite Things, email 
skyler@lansingcitypulse.com.)

Julie Canfield and her mother’s thrifty treasure collection

By KYLE KAMINSKI
Crunch Berries Pre-Rolled Joint
Price — $15/0.75 gram
THC content — 18.7%

Warning: Crunch Berries seems to 
be a creeper. Despite clocking in at 
among the higher THC percentages 
available on the local market last week, 
this strain didn’t hit me very quickly. 
Rather, it seemed to work more in the 
background — increasing in potency 
about an hour after I smoked it.

Research shows this variety is an 
indica-heavy mix involving the Triple 
OG X blueberry strain. One downside 
to the pre-rolled joint is you don’t get 
to inspect those crystal-covered buds.

Obviously, it gets its name from the 
Cap’N Crunch cereal — and for good 
reason. I immediately picked up on 
the creamy smoothness and subtle 
berry flavors rolled up inside. It wasn’t 
overpowering by any stretch of the 
imagination, but just enough to draw 
a clear connection. 

The other downside: The joint 
burned up way too quickly. It left me 
wanting another.

Naturally, I followed this cereal joint 
up with a couple of Saturday morning 
cartoons. And it was a perfect combo. 
Combined with coffee, this relaxing 
strain slowly builds into some nice 
get-up-and-go effects that won’t to-

tally wash away the productivity of the 
rest of your afternoon. 
Element Cured Resin — Watermel-
on Lifesaver x Sunset Sherbert
Price — $44/gram
THC content — 68.3% 

Cured resin, among many types of 
cannabis concentrates, is an extract of 
dried marijuana and registers at the 
same astonishing THC levels as tra-
ditional waxes. They’re just not nearly 
as sticky, making them easier to dab. 
They also tend to have much more 
complex flavor profiles. 

Experts will talk a lot about ter-
penes and trichomes. I just know they 
get you stoned. Quickly.

These smooth little golden nuggets 
carried a pungent, yet pleasant, cit-
rusy sort of taste. I didn’t pick up on 
any watermelon or sherbert notes, but 
can understand the namesake. Maybe 
I’m getting better with the new torch 
setup, but this stuff also didn’t burn 
up as quickly as the wax. The result-
ing flavor was also more enjoyable. 
My usual dab-induced coughing fit 
was more subdued. Bright, floral and 
fruity — almost like fresh produce 
compared to canned vegetables.

Four energizing tokes later, I was 
out the door and headed to the River 

Trail. Don’t expect to be couchlocked 
on this stuff. I spent about two hours 
listening to some weird lo-fi jazz play-
list and following around my dog as he 
pissed on every single bush in the city 
of Lansing. Good times. 

This is a great product to relieve 
stress and anxiety without totally 
numbing your mind. It’s perfect for a 
downtown stroll, a beachside sunset 
at Rotary Park and then nine hours of 
sleep.

Kyle Kaminski is a City Pulse staff 
writer and cannabis enthusiast who 
has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Kaminski samples some of the best bud 
in Greater Lansing, gets real high and 
writes about it.

Cereal-flavored weed, more dabs and the Lansing River Trail 
Cured resins offer more 
flavor, less mess than 
traditional waxes

Lansterdam in 
Review: Pure Options
5815 S. Pennsylvania., Lansing
(517) 721-1439
pureoptions.com

Skymint
2508 S Cedar St., Lansing
(810) 250-7627
1015 E. Saginaw St., Lansing 
(810) 379-0090
skymint.com
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By COLE TUNNINGLEY
In these uncertain times, wouldn’t 

you like to have a better picture of the 
future? For some, tarot cards offer a su-
pernatural sense of knowing and con-
trol. Shuffling the tarot deck and pick-
ing cards at random is like putting all of 
your faith in fate, letting go and hoping 
for the best. 

Noah Boyd, 24, who uses they/them 
pronouns, started producing their own 
tarot cards last year. Boyd bought a deck 
using the Hot Topic employee discount 
years ago as a bored kid working at the 
mall. It sat dormant for a long time be-
fore Boyd decided to learn the secrets 
that lay within it. 

“It was something in my possession 
and I wanted to get into it. I original-
ly approached it from a creative aspect, 
hoping to make my own tarot deck,” 
Boyd said. “Learning about the cards 
and what they represented then gave 
me an appreciation for tarot as a whole.”

Boyd honed their graphic design skills 
in high school computer classes and 
during their studies at Lansing Com-
munity College. Boyd works primarily 
with Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator, 
employing digital manipulation effects 
and bright colors to create trippy visuals 
inspired by neo-futurist/cyberpunk aes-
thetics à la “Blade Runner.” 

So far, Boyd 
has made 10 
cards out of 
70 right. Like 
many artists, 
they have a 
large stock-
pile of unfin-
ished projects 
lingering in 
the depths of 
their comput-
er.

Boyd’s de-
sign process 
is basically 
nonexistent. 
Instead, they 
tend to go with the flow. “With my de-
signs, I mostly shoot from the hip. I 
would look for a card that struck me and 
start from there,” Boyd said. Still, Boyd 
seemed hesitant about the quality of 
their artwork. Or, at least, they seemed 
determined to make sure that their vi-
sion is realized perfectly. Boyd has ad-
mittedly high standards. 

“I have a folder of like 90 cards that 
I have started on and then started over 
from scratch. I wish I could show you, 
it’s so many,” laughed Boyd. “A couple 
have been daunting to me, like my fa-
vorites.”

Boyd’s favorites include the Five of 
Cups and the Fool. They said that they 
like the Five of Cups specifically be-
cause it looks “emo,” and it has the same 
aesthetic of a typical mid-’00s rock al-
bum cover. Boyd has an affinity for emo 
bands of the era, such as My Chemical 
Romance.

Their relationship to the Fool is more 
personal. “It’s always had an interesting 

effect on me. It’s resonated with me for 
a long time.” 

Boyd also learned how to proper-
ly give tarot readings. They started 
learning online, then moved to books. 
“Books are more consistent. There’s a 
lot of weird information online,” they 
explained. “There are a couple sites I 
trust, like BiddyTarot. It will give you 
an all right idea of the symbolism of the 
cards.”

Boyd said that it’s entirely possible to 
be bad at tarot readings. To learn how 
to do it right takes time and dedication. 
Even they haven’t finished learning the 
symbolism behind every single card in 
the deck. “Some cards have art on them 
that are pretty easy to draw symbolism 
from. Sometimes the cards are more 
complex,” said Boyd. “A lot of it is in-
tuition, practice, getting to know your 
own deck and how you can work with 
it.”

For beginners, Boyd recommended 
keeping a journal after each reading.

“To get the best reading out of tarot, 
you should have confidence in yourself 
and be in the right state of mind,” they 
said. “A lot of stress and anxiety can af-
fect your tarot readings. Everyone will 
be kind of bad off it right off the bat, un-
less you have some sort of innate psychic 
ability.”

East Lansing artist starts work on original tarot deck

Cole Tunningley/City Pulse

Local artist and tarot 
card enthusiast Noah 
Boyd holding The Fool 
and The Magician.

Boyd's rendition of the VIII of Swords. 

By SKYLER ASHLEY
Following suit with countless other 

institutions making the digital pivot, 
Lansing Art Gallery and Education 
Center’s summer camp programs for 
children are now tending to its bud-
ding artists virtually. 

Digital campers 
are given access to 
five days of pre-re-
corded, step-by-
step lessons to fol-
low along with on a 
computer or tablet. 
The camps also sup-
ply students with a 

wide range of supplemental materials 
and connect students with teachers, so 
they can reach out for direct instruc-
tions and assistance, in case they find 
themselves stuck or frustrated. To keep 
with tradition, a virtual gallery with 
the students’ best work will be hosted 
online once all of the camps are com-
pleted.

Subjects and courses include “Tan-

t a l i z i n g 
Textiles,” a 
course that 
t e a c h e s 
students the basics of block printing 
and how to use surface design to turn 
household objects such as pillowcases 
into works of art, and “Animal Antics,” 
which uses animals as subjects to in-
form artists on sketching techniques 
and painting composition. 

While at first hopeful that the status 
of the pandemic in Michigan would 
improve enough to allow for in-person 
sessions, Lansing Art Gallery leader-
ship quickly realized that its tradition-
al camp would not be feasible. Since 
the pandemic hit, the gallery has made 
several detours, and its space on Wash-
ington Square is still not open to the 
public. 

“We already had our teachers con-
tracted to do in-person classes, so we 
had conversations like, ‘If we can’t be 
in-person for whatever reason, what 
would that look like?’” Lansing Art 
Gallery education director Michelle 
Carlson said. “Then, we made the de-
cision that the gallery wouldn’t be open 

to the public. That’s 
when we worked 
hard to get things 
online.”

Lansing Art Gal-
lery began collab-
orating with its 
teachers to come up 
with the best pos-
sible plan of action 
for a summer camp 
that was still fun, informative and, 
most importantly, worth the effort. 
They concluded the lessons needed to 
meet two criteria: simple lesson plans 
and accessible supplies. 

“We tried to keep the lessons fair-
ly simple, or not as involved as they 
would be in-person because we can’t 
have that immediate one-on-one con-
nection with a student if they need 
help,” Carlson said. “We also needed to 
keep the supplies simple and available 
to everyone.”

Art supplies are being handled 
through a partnership with Odd Nodd 
Art Supply, a locally owned art shop 
in the REO Town Marketplace that 
opened last year. Camp attendees can 
choose to either use their own supplies 
or visit Odd Nodd to pick up one of the 
prepackaged art kits put together by 
the gallery.

Carlson and the teachers decided the 
best route was to put together a sim-
ple lesson for each day of camp, us-
ing pre-recorded video instead of live 
chats, to help circumvent technical er-
rors and to avoid the chaos of a dozen 
people talking over each other. Pre-re-
corded classes also give students more 
control in accessing the lessons, but if 
all else fails, they can schedule a private 
video conference with a teacher.

“Students can access the lesson 
whenever they choose during the day. 
We thought, ‘Are kids going to want to 
sit in front of a screen after doing on-
line school all spring?’” Carlson said. 
“We also questioned if kids could do 
live Zoom class meetings at 9 a.m. 
without assistance from their parents.”

The virtual camp is Lansing Art Gal-
lery’s staff and camp teachers first foray 
into online education. The process has 
been very challenging, Carlson said. 
The education director has spent the 
past few months learning video pro-
duction and mastering communication 
platforms such as Google Classroom. 

“My forte is not video production or 
editing. I’m the only staff person work-
ing on the camp and providing this 
content, so I had to learn a lot. Thank-
fully there’s a lot of resources available,” 
she said.

Virtual visual arts
Lansing Art Gallery’s 
summer camp goes online

Carlson

Lansing Art 
Gallery Youth 
Camp
To learn more and 
register visit: 
lansingartgallery.org/
youth-camps
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Curious Book Shop
307 E. Grand River, E. Lansing

WE ARE OPEN!
Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 12-5 p.m. 

332-0332 s We validate parking

For online store and GoFundMe links,
go to curiousbooks.com

Archives Book Shop
519 W. Grand River, E. Lansing

Open by chance or by appointment! 
332-8444 s Free Parking.  Email us at

 thearchivesbookshop@gmail.com
We have books you always 

wanted but never knew existed!
Quality Used Books at Great Prices!

Find us on Facebook!

ALL THE WAYS TO SHOP
Whatever is most comfortable for 
you, we’ll meet you there with a 

book, and a smile.

Shop in store, order ahead for curbside 
pick-up (call 517.349.8840) or

ship to home with an online order at 
SchulerBooks.com.

Store Hours:
10am-7pm Mon–Sat,
11am-6pm Sundays

VIRTUAL EVENTS
Author Talks, Book Clubs,

Storytimes · Attend an event 
without leaving home!

CHAPBOOK CAFÉ
NOW OPEN!

10am-4pm Monday - Saturday
11am-4pm Sundays
Dine in · Carry Out ·  

Call for Curbside Pickup (517.349.7326)

KIM HARRISON
discussing American Demon
July 30 · 7pm · Virtual Event

Kim Harrison is back for another 
amazing virtual Q&A night, partnering 
with Penguin Random House. Register 
free on our website.

REGISTER FOR VIRTUAL EVENTS ON 
OUR WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK PAGE:

Facebook.com/SchulerBooks
SchulerBooks.com/Event

Meridian Mall · Okemos

Register on our website.
Readers (K-8) can earn up to three $5 
Schuler Books Coupons.

KIDS SUMMER READING

By BILL CASTANIER
Karen Dionne’s new book, “The 

Wicked Sister,” is proof she is not 
a one-hit wonder. She has crafted 
a worthy and exciting followup to 
her 2017 debut, “The Marsh King’s 
Daughter.” Both books are taut psy-
chological thrillers that will keep you 
up reading well into the night.

Like “The Marsh King’s Daughter,” 
Dionne’s new book is set in Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula, where Dionne and 
her husband lived for 30 years before 
moving back to the Lower Peninsula.

“The Wicked Sister,” as readers 
soon find out, has a strong under-
current of magic realism, which, in 
the early chapters, might be misin-
terpreted as the ramblings of a dis-
turbed mental patient.

The book’s protagonist, Rachel 
Cunningham, has been institu-
tionalized for 15 years at an Upper 
Peninsula psychiatric hospital after 
the apparent murder-suicide of her 
parents. Cunningham, who was 
traumatized by the incident, has 
flashbacks that lead her to believe 
she was responsible; however, those 
observations are gradually changing 
as her memory comes back.

The spiders at her window tell her 
she had nothing to do with the death 
of her parents, and their death might 
not be what it seems. Rachel, asking 
the spider how it knows the truth, 
answers, “I know. We all know.”

The Upper Peninsula backdrop is 
changed out for this outing. Dionne, 
who used the Upper Peninsula’s 
notorious marshes as the backdrop 
for her first thriller, has now moved 
to the rugged inland forests. She 
promises her next thriller will take 
place on the shores of Lake Superior.

When Rachel is faced with evi-
dence that she may have not killed 
her parents, she releases herself and 
returns to a family lodge, where she 
reunites with her aunt and her sister 
Diana. Growing up, Rachel’s parents 
were research biologists who found a 
home in the Upper Peninsula after a 
tragedy in Ann Arbor forced them to 
move north.

Her older sister Diana has been 
fraught with behavioral issues since 
childhood, but Rachel must return 
to her home and confront the past. 
A young journalist, who has a broth-
er in the same institution and wants 
to write her story, assists her in the 
dangerous quest.

Dionne uses childhood fairy tales 

as  insp ira -
t ion,  draw-
ing on the 
B r o t h e r s 
Grimm retell-
ing of “The 
White Snake” 
a n d  “ S n o w 
W h i t e  a n d 
Red  Rose .” 
There are of 
course oth-
er parallels, 
including the 
rival sisters, a wicked aunt and an 
enchanted raven that assists Rachel 
on her search for truth.

Dionne has also made Michigan’s 
black bear a central figure in the 
book, which aligns with Rachel’s love 
of the natural world. Both the raven 
and the bear are important to the 
book’s dramatic ending.

The author has also drawn from 
her past to incorporate a psycho-
pathic child. In her past, Dionne 
befriended a couple that adopted 
three siblings. One of these siblings 
was institutionalized to protect the 
other two.

“The Wicked Sister” sees Dionne 
writing in multiple voices, which she 
said is not that difficult to pull off. 
The book alternates between past 
and present, and mother and daugh-
ter.

Dionne’s first novel, “The Marsh 
King’s Daughter,” has been optioned 
for a movie, but she’s happy to leave 
the filmmaking experience to others. 
She said the rights have just been 
optioned for the fourth time and 
include an A-List movie star.

Her next book is already underway 
and takes place in a small town on 
the shore of Lake Superior between 

Grand Marais and Whitefish Point. 
Michiganders might know this 
region as the “Graveyard of the Great 
Lakes.”

She says that may be a hint about 
what the book is about. “The book 
will allow me to explore small town 
life, and the anonymity across towns 
in the Upper Peninsula,” Dionne 
said.

Dionne, who is now experienc-
ing the glory of being a bestselling 
author, is not new to the writing pro-
fession. The author, who began writ-
ing in 2001 while still living in St. 
Ignace, wrote several mildly success-
ful apocalyptic environmental thrill-
ers before she tackled psychological 
thrillers.

Like all authors, her plans for a 
whirlwind promotional tour came to 
an abrupt end when the pandemic 
struck. With all promotional events 
now online, she constantly has to be 

camera-ready. “I clean up nicely,” she 
said.

Most of her writing is done out 
of her 18x24 writing shed, which 
was constructed after she received a 
$1 million advance for “The Marsh 
King’s Daughter.”

“My office is bigger than the cab-
in we lived in back in 1974,” Dionne 
said.

She’s also pleased that Yoopers 
have embraced her new favorite 
genre.

“They thanked me for getting 
all the geography right; treating 
the Upper Peninsula lifestyle with 
respect and saying, ‘I can totally see 
it happening,’” she said.

Karen Dionne crafts a spellbinding Upper Peninsula murder mystery

Dionne
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307 E. Cesar E. Chavez Ave
Lansing

(517) 482-8845
www.absolutegallery.net

@AbsoluteGallery

Celebrate Michigan!
We carry many products made by Michigan artisans 

that celebrate our Great Lakes State

Schedule an 
appointment 
to learn how 
to polish your 
own petoskey 
stone
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©2019 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)	           Answers Page 25

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

"R-ationing"--it's 
three for the price 
of one.
By Matt Jones

Across
1 "RuPaul's ___ Race"
5 Twitch streamer, often
10 Ride around town
13 Drink brand with a 
lizard logo
14 San Antonio mission, 
with "the"
15 Rescue team, briefly
17 Pictures of surrealist 
Joan's work?
19 Fortnite company
20 One way to sit by
21 "And here's to you, ___ 
Robinson ..."
22 Arrange alphabetically
23 Mountaineer's 
vocalization
25 Manzarek of The 
Doors
26 Stereotypical person 
who might demand to 
speak to the manager of 
this puzzle
27 End of Wikipedia's URL
28 Sound from a meadow
30 "Hansel and Gretel" 
setting
31 Villain who only wears 
his purple suspenders 
and "W" hat two days at 
a time?
35 California city near 
Stockton
36 Muralist Rivera
37 "Won't do it"
41 Comedy duo of 
scientist Marie and singer 
Burl?
44 It may be served in 
a spear
47 Bonding words
48 Sixth sense, 
supposedly
49 Got up
50 Baha ___ ("Who Let 
the Dogs Out" group)
52 Element #5

54 Cruise destination
55 Die maximum, usually
56 Rapidly disappearing 
storage medium
57 Actress Kendrick of 
the Quibi series "Dummy"
58 Program again onto 
an antiquated computer 
storage format?
62 Bank's property claim
63 Last letter in the Greek 
alphabet
64 Rival of Visa or MC
65 Dishonorable guy
66 Intro show
67 Budget allocation

Down
1 Psychiatric reference 
book, for short
2 French monarch
3 Like smaller dictionaries
4 Crystal-filled cavity
5 No longer fresh, as 
venison

6 Pie ___ mode
7 Igneous rock, once
8 Abrasive manicure 
substance
9 Monica's brother on 
"Friends"
10 Chef Boyardee product 
that had to be renamed 
for a "Seinfeld" episode
11 Ballpark figure?
12 "Whose Line ..." comic 
Ryan
16 What some dryer 
sheets have
18 "Well ___!" ("Fancy 
that!")
23 Feline wail
24 Cookie that released 
an egg-shaped version for 
Easter 2019
25 Projections from a hub
26 Backyard pond fish
29 Tennis's Agassi
30 Palm leaf
32 It does a hold-up job in 
the parking lot

33 Teensy
34 "Teletubbies" shout
38 Defeat
39 Chilean cash
40 "Pardon the 
Interruption" network
42 Glob or nod ending
43 "The Many Loves of 
___ Gillis"
44 Vatican-related
45 Like some twists of 
fate
46 Pupil protector
50 Home of the Dolphins
51 Throw out
53 NATO alphabet vowel
55 Octagonal road sign
56 "Aw, fiddlesticks!"
59 Cause of conflict, 
maybe
60 Hang-out room
61 Abbr. after a telephone 
number

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Aries poet Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti is renowned for his buoyancy. In one 
of his famous lines, he wrote, "I am awaiting, 
perpetually and forever, a renaissance of wonder." 
Here's what I have to say in response to that 
thought: Your assignment, as an Aries, is NOT to 
sit there and wait, perpetually and forever, for a 
renaissance of wonder. Rather, it’s your job to 
embody and actualize and express, perpetually 
and forever, a renaissance of wonder. The coming 
weeks will be an especially favorable time for you 
to rise to new heights in fulfilling this aspect of your 
life-long assignment.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): I live in Northern 
California on land that once belonged to the 
indigenous Coast Miwok people. They were 
animists who believed that soul and sentience 
animate all animals and plants as well as rocks, 
rivers, mountains—everything, really. Their food 
came from hunting and gathering, and they lived in 
small bands without centralized political authority. 
According to one of their creation stories, Coyote 
and Silver Fox made the world by singing and 
dancing it into existence. Now I invite you to do what 
I just illustrated: Find out about and celebrate the 
history of the people and the place where you live. 
From an astrological perspective, it's a favorable 
time to get in touch with roots and foundations.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): "When I look down, I 
miss all the good stuff, and when I look up, I just trip 
over things," says singer-songwriter Ani DiFranco. 
I wonder if she has tried an alternate approach: 
looking straight ahead. That's what I advise for you 
in the coming weeks, Gemini. In other words, adopt 
a perspective that will enable you to detect regular 
glimpses of what's above you and what's below 
you—as well as what's in front of you. In fact, I 
suggest you avoid all extremes that might distract 
you from the big picture. The truth will be most 
available to you if you occupy the middle ground.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): The Italian word 
*nottivago* refers to "night roamers": people 
who wander around after dark. Why do they 
do it? What do they want to accomplish? Maybe 
their ramblings have the effect of dissolving stuck 
thoughts that have been plaguing them. Maybe 
it's a healing relief to indulge in the luxury of 
having nowhere in particular to go and nothing in 
particular to do: to declare their independence 
from the obsessive drive to get things done. 
Meandering after sundown may stir up a sense 
of wild freedom that inspires them to outflank or 
outgrow their problems. I bring these possibilities 
to your attention, Cancerian, because the coming 
days will be an excellent time to try them out.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): "Notice what no one else 
notices and you'll know what no one else knows," 
says actor Tim Robbins. That's perfect counsel for 
you right now, Leo. According to my analysis of the 
astrological omens, your perceptiveness will be at 
a peak in the coming weeks. You'll have an ability 
to discern half-hidden truths that are invisible to 
everyone else. You'll be aggressive in scoping out 
what most people don't even want to become 
aware of. Take advantage of your temporary 
superpower! Use it to get a lucid grasp of the big 
picture—and cultivate a more intelligent approach 
than those who are focused on the small picture 
and the comfortable delusions.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): "Look on every exit 
as being an entrance somewhere else," wrote 
playwright Tom Stoppard. That's ripe advice for you 
to meditate on during the coming weeks. You're in 
a phase of your astrological cycle when every exit 
can indeed be an entrance somewhere else—but 
only if you believe in that possibility and are alert 
for it. So please dissolve your current assumptions 
about the current chapter of your life story so that 
you can be fully open to new possibilities that could 
become available.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): "One must think with 
the body and the soul or not think at all," wrote 
Libran author and historian Hannah Arendt. She 
implied that thinking only with the head may spawn 

monsters and demons. Mere conceptualization is 
arid and sterile if not interwoven with the wisdom 
of the soul and the body's earthy intuitions. Ideas 
that are untempered by feelings and physical 
awareness can produce poor maps of reality. In 
accordance with astrological omens, I ask you 
to meditate on these empowering suggestions. 
Make sure that as you seek to understand what's 
going on, you draw on all your different kinds of 
intelligence.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): "I always wanted to 
be commander-in-chief of my one-woman army," 
says singer-songwriter Ani DiFranco. I think that 
goal is within sight for you, Scorpio. Your power 
over yourself has been increasing lately. Your 
ability to manage your own moods and create your 
own sweet spots and define your own fate is as 
robust as I have seen it in a while. What do you plan 
to do with your enhanced dominion? What special 
feats might you attempt? Are there any previously 
impossible accomplishments that may now be 
possible?

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Your 
meditation for the coming weeks comes to you 
courtesy of author and naturalist Henry David 
Thoreau. "We can never have enough of nature," 
he wrote. "We must be refreshed by the sight of 
inexhaustible vigor, vast and titanic features, 
the sea-coast with its wrecks, the wilderness 
with its living and its decaying trees, the thunder 
cloud, and the rain which lasts three weeks and 
produces freshets. We need to witness our own 
limits transgressed, and some life pasturing freely 
where we never wander." Oh, how I hope you will 
heed Thoreau's counsel, Sagittarius. You would 
really benefit from an extended healing session 
amidst natural wonders. Give yourself the deep 
pleasure of exploring what wildness means to you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Author and 
activist bell hooks (who doesn't capitalize her 
name) has taught classes at numerous American 
universities. She sometimes writes about her 
experiences there, as in the following passage. 
"My students tell me, 'we don't want to love! We're 
tired of being loving!' And I say to them, if you're 
tired of being loving, then you haven't really been 
loving, because when you are loving you have 
more strength." I wanted you to know her thoughts, 
Capricorn, because I think you're in a favorable 
position to demonstrate how correct she is: to 
dramatically boost your own strength through the 
invigorating power of your love.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Aquarian author 
Langston Hughes (1902–1967) was a pioneering and 
prolific African American author and activist who 
wrote in four different genres and was influential in 
boosting other Black writers. One of his big breaks 
as a young man came when he was working as 
a waiter at a banquet featuring the famous poet 
Vachel Lindsay. Hughes managed to leave three of 
his poems on Lindsay's table. The great poet loved 
them and later lent his clout to boosting Hughes' 
career. I suspect you might have an opening like 
that sometime soon, Aquarius—even if it won't 
be quite as literal and hands-on. Be ready to take 
advantage. Cultivate every connection that may 
become available.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Author Faith 
Baldwin has renounced the "forgive and forget" 
policy. She writes, "I think one should forgive and 
remember. If you forgive and forget, you're just 
driving what you remember into the subconscious; 
it stays there and festers. But to look upon what 
you remember and know you've forgiven is 
achievement." That's the approach I recommend 
for you right now, Pisces. Get the relief you need, 
yes: Forgive those who have trespassed against 
you. But also: Hold fast to the lessons you learned 
through those people so you won't repeat them 
again later.

SUDOKU						      Beginner

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, column, and 
outlined 3-by-3 box 
contains the numbers 1 
through 9 exactly once. 
No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 25

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny       July 29 - August 5, 2020

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.
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The Black Watch “I Wish I Had the 
Nerve” — 1967

The small town 
of Cedar Springs 
produced one of 
the most spectral-
sounding teenage 
love ballads to 
come out of the 
West Michigan 
scene, “I Wish I 
Had the Nerve,” by 
The Black Watch. Paired with a more upbeat 
A-side, “Left Behind,” the Fenton Records 
band — like many from this era — only stuck 
around for one single and then vanished 
into adulthood. The group, originally known 
as The Nomads, comprised bassist Bob 
Rayce, Jon Grannis (lead guitar/ vocals), 
Glenn Stout (rhythm guitar/vocals), Brad 
Bassett (drums) and keyboardist Bill Shaw.

 The Sheffields “Nothing I Can Do” — 
1965

“Nothing I Can Do,” released in May 
1965, is one of 
a string of jangly 
m e l o d i c - g a r a g e 
nuggets penned by 
The Sheffields’ gui-
tarist John Dunn. 
The Holland-based 
band also com-
prised bassist Dale 
Knoll, Ron Gibson 
(lead guitar), Rodney Mullett (drums) and 
lead singer Gary Teall. The Sheffields 
recorded three other singles for Fenton 
Records and Destination Records, “My 
Lovin’ Days Are Through” (November 1965), 
“Do You Still Love Me” (May 1966), and 
the band’s final stab at a hit, “Fool Minus A 
Heart,” which arrived in March 1967. In its 
prime, the band packed out popular local 
venues like the Holland Armory and The 
Factory. In 1986, about 20 years after the 
band’s breakup, they played a well-attended 
reunion gig at The Holland Civic Center, but 
haven’t played since.

The Quests “Shadows in the Night” 
— 1966

The Quests’ “Shadow’s in the Night” is 
stacked with some mean fuzz guitar, sure, 
but it’s also dynamically complemented 
with soaring, Brian Wilson-inspired vocals. 
The flipside of the Fenton single is the 
frantic and galloping track, “I’m Tempted” 

— making it one 
of the best-round-
ed singles on the 
label. The band’s 
first 7-inch, 1966’s 
“Scream Loud,” hit 
No. 2 on WGRD 
and later became 
the title track of the 
impressive 2007 
Fenton Records boxset, a three-LP collec-
tion called “Scream Loud!!!: The Fenton 
Story.” After the band split, guitarist Bob 
Fritzen and keyboardist Ron Sieracki formed 
another band, The Sound Investment. In 
2007, the band issued a CD of its songs, 
“ReQUESTed: Back to the Garage.” The 
disc includes the singles and some previ-
ously unreleased tunes. Last year, a deluxe 
picture-sleeve reissue of the “Shadows of 
Night” single was released via Hyperlook 
Records.

The Poor Boys Pride “Fall of a Town” 
— 1967

Formed in 1966, The Poor Boys Pride 
were on their way up after landing a book-
ing and promotion company. But, like all of 
these bands — it didn’t last long. The group 
consisted of Rick Clark (drums/vocals), Jim 
Crowell (guitar/vocals), Ken Saum (guitar/

vocal), Floyd Walker (bass/vocal) and Lowell 
Webster (keys/horn/vocal). The Poor Boys 
Pride released its bizarrely morose 1967 
single, “Fall of a Town” b/w “The Place,” on 
its own Swade imprint. The B-side was, of 
course, a tribute to The Place, the notable 
local teen club. When the band was prepar-
ing for a three-week tour, two of its members 
were drafted into the Vietnam War. The 
band’s 1968 single “I’m Here” (backed with 
the Bo Diddley-beat-driven “But Yes Who 
Cares”) was one of the last Fenton Records 
singles to be pressed. In 2013, the band 
released a CD retrospective compiling its 
singles and previously unreleased tracks.

Peter & the Prophets “Don’t Need Your 
Lovin’” — 1966

In April 1966, Peter & the Prophets’ pol-
ished-pop treasure “Don’t Need Your Lovin’” 

(b/w “Johnny of 
Dreams”) started 
scoring airplay 
on WLAV and 
soon reached No. 
17 on WGRD. It 
also landed them 
a lip-synching 
spot on McKay’s 
Place. The East 
Grand Rapids-based high school band, 
which formed in 1965, comprised Pete 
Samuelson and John Kay on guitar and 
vocals, Mike Boylan playing lead guitar, 
Jeff Boylan on bass and Dan Kimball on 
drums. After the band called it quits, Kay 
and Samuelson joined another garage-pop 
group called The Everyday Things and cut 
one private-press single on its Briton label.

Local Mix: A tracklist of obscure Michigan-made 
garage-rock songs

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA!

CITY PULSE’S 
MITTEN MUSIC QUIZ

1. Bob Seger changed his early 
band’s name after realizing it sounds 
too similar to “The Last Turd.”

2. This late singer, actress and 
ordained minister performed under 
her real name, Delloreese Early, 
in the Mediations Singers — a 
1940s-1950s Detroit gospel group.

3. In the 1990s, this East Lansing 
singer-songwriter released a 
string of satire-infused folk albums, 
including “Songs About Stuff.”

4. John Lennon wrote a song named 
after this Michigan poet and activist, 
and performed a 1971 “Freedom 
Rally” concert in his honor, as well.

5. At age 15, this Michigan rock star 
took up his other passion: upholstery

Answers on page 24

NOW HIRING
Train for a rewarding career and 
safely transport children to and 
from school with Dean!

No experience needed.
Dean provides paid CDL training for 
new bus drivers.

Dean offers a competitive benefits 
package including health insurance, 401k, 
paid time off, flexible scheduling and 
advancement opportunities.

For more information and to apply, 
visit deantransportation.com/jobs.
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Friday, July 31
Refuge Recovery Lansing (Virtual) - 7:30-
8:30 p.m. facebook.com/refugerecoverylansing

Saturday, August 1
Meridian Township Farmers’ Market -  8 
a.m. Meridian Township Farmers’ Market, 5151 
Marsh Rd, Okemos. 

Refuge Recovery Lansing (Virtual) 
-   10:30-11:30 a.m. facebook.com/
refugerecoverylansing

Williamston Sunrise Rotary invites you to 
join a FUN-raising non-fundraising scavenger 
2020 Rotary Duck Safari August 1-14.  Register 
and learn more at williamstonrotary.org. 

Sunday, August 2
East Lansing Farmers Market -   10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Valley Court Park, 300 Valley Court, East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com. 

Monday, August 3
Refuge Recovery Lansing (Virtual) -   6-7 
p.m. facebook.com/refugerecoverylansing

Tuesday, August 4
Michigan Songbirds - Please join us for 
“Michigan Songbirds,” presented by Gary Willis, 
Department of Natural Resources. 2-3:30 p.m.  
Michigan Songbirds on Facebook.

Tech Tuesday - Tech Tuesday is an online 
event.  5:30-7 p.m.Eaton Rapids District Library.  
For link go to eradl.org

ON THE

TOWN
Events must be entered through the calendar 

at lansingcitypulse.com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the following week’s issue. 

Charges may apply for paid events to appear 
in print. If you need assistance, please call 

Suzi at (517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, July 29
2020 East Lansing Kiwanis “Virtual 
BBQ” - 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. For info qand 
tickets: elkiwanis.org. 

4-H Children’s Gardens Butterfly 
School Virtual Tour -  for info go to 
4hgarden.msu.edu/butterflies

4-H Children’s Gardens Virtual Tour - 
for info go to 4hgarden.msu.edu

Allen Farmers Market -  2:30-7 p.m. Allen 
Farmers Market 2020, 2100 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing.

ARTpath | Public Art on the Lansing 
River Trail -  8 a.m.-9 p.m., ongoing, 
along the Lansing River Trail. 517-374-6400. 
lansingartgallery.org. 

Farmers’ Market Wednesdays - 3 p.m. 
Meridian Township Farmers’ Market, 5151 
Marsh Rd, Okemos. 

Mythology Trivia - Please join us for 
Mythology Trivia!  6-7 p.m. Eaton Rapids Area 
District Library, go to eradl.org.

Summer Impact 2020 - The Office of 
Diversity and Inclusion at Lansing Community 
College invites area 11th and 12th graders to 
participate virtually. To register, lcc.edu

Virtual Code Club - on Zoom. Coders can 
chat about codinge. 6 p.m. Grand Ledge 
Area District Library Facebook page. 

Thursday, July 30
Bath Township Farmers Market -  3-7 
p.m. James Couzens Memorial Park, 13751 
Main St., Bath. shopbfm.org. 

Curious GLADL - Virtual Science & STEAM.   
This week we are learning how to make 
Oobleck from home! 3 p.m. Grand Ledge 
Area District Library. gladl.org

Dimondale Farmers’ Market -  3-7 p.m. 
Village Square, 136 N Bridge St, Dimondale. 
517-646-0230. villageofdimondale.org. 

Refuge Recovery Lansing (Virtual) - 6-7 
p.m. facebook.com/refugerecoverylansing

South Lansing Farmers Market -  3-7 
p.m. Casimir Catholic Church, 800 W Barnes 
Ave, Lansing. 

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 22

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 22

MITTEN MUSIC QUIZ ANSWERS
1. Bob Seger & the Last Heard
2. Della Reese
3. Wally Pleasant
4. John Sinclair
5. Jack White

Resides on the family centennial farm in 
Hamlin Township.
Graduated from Eaton Rapids High 
School and continued education at 
ITT Technical Institute and Purdue 
University.

EXPERIENCE
• 8 years City of Indianapolis – Assistant 
Street Design Engineer.
• 11 years Drain Office Administration 
as Deputy and Chief of Engineering for 
Ingham and Eaton County Drain Commis-
sioners.
• 30 years of Civil Engineering Design 
Experience – Includes the design of 15 
County Drain Projects in 5 Counties.
Certifications by EGLE (MDEQ) for Soil 
Erosion Inspection, Permit and Plan review 
and issue permits will be renewed prior to 
November Election.

Paid for by The Committee to Elect Bruce Porter
4532 Whittum Rd, Eaton Rapids, MI 48827

VOTE BRUCE PORTER FOR EATON COUNTY 
DRAIN COMMISSIONER

EATON COUNTY SOIL EROSION CONTROL AGENT EATON COUNTY 
PARK BOARD MEMBER ADMINISTRATOR OF THE COUNTY 
NATIONAL POULUTION DISCHAGE ELIMINATION PERMIT

VOTE FOR BRUCE PORTER 
TO BE YOUR DRAIN COMMISSIONER

THE BEST QUALIFIED CANDIDATE

THERE IS WORK TO BE DONE
• Be accessible daily to land owners, municipalities and staff by being 
a full time Drain Commissioner. I will attend drainage board meetings, 
hearings and township meetings.

• As Drain Commissioner, I am a member of the Eaton County Park Board 
and will attend all monthly meetings as per state statute.

• Sealed bids will be obtained to reduce the cost of mowing detention 
basins. The Drain Commission will also reduce costs of other mainte-
nance projects by receiving sealed bids for work.

• All staff members shall be certified by EAGLE (MDEQ) to do soil erosion 
inspections and also to review soil erosion plans and issue permits. EA-
GLE records indicate the current drain commissioner has not passed the 
test to be certified to review plans and issued permits. 

• I will stop all Drain Consolidation Petitions. These are big money mak-
ers for attorneys and engineering firms and cause unfair assessments. 
The current Drain Commissioner spent over $130,000 for legal fees and 
engineering fees on one of these projects, 87% of this was spent after 
the petition was turned down by the Board of Determination.

• Use county maps to assist land owners with FEMA Flood Insurance 
Waivers, this could save millions of dollars yearly for land owners.

• When Roads are flooded, I will correct the problem as soon as possi-
ble. Flooding problems have lasted for over 5 years before our current 
commissioner tried to solve the problem of tree roots. After 7 years, 
replacement would have been much cheaper than the maintenance cost 
for 2015 thru 2019. The new tile would have had a flow capacity of 200% 
of the existing tile when it was new.
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

Happy Hour 7 days a week
Save 10% if you order online before 6pm!

3415 E Saginaw St • Lansing • (517) 580-3720

Order online for pickup, curbside & delivery: 
caskandcompany.com

Sign Up for Our Email Newsletter
& Get the Digital Edition 
in your Inbox FREE by 6AM

Every Wednesday!

We work hard to keep you informed and 
up to date on the issues that matter most to you.

Stay aware with local news right at your fingertips!

Sign up on lansingcitypulse.com

A day before it is posted online.

By SKYLER ASHLEY
517 BBQ is one of Lansing’s newer 

barbecue joints, opening over the sum-
mer last year. And it seems to be a case 
of “so far, so good,” I’ve had the restau-
rant recommend to me several times, 
by complete strangers (via Facebook) 
and by close friends whose food opin-
ions I know I can trust. They did not 

fail me. The 
brisket sand-
wich and corn-
bread I ordered 
for delivery were 
excellent. 

T h e  f o o d 
was packaged 
very neatly, I’m 
sure we are all 
familiar with 
how messy bar-
becue can be. 
Thankfully, I 
didn’t have to 

deal with a soggy, sauce-soaked bun 
or with cornbread that was ruined by 
stray barbecue sauce. The sauce for the 
brisket was kept separate in little plas-
tic containers. I sampled the sauce and 
then slathered it onto the sandwich. 
The sauce was great, smoky with just 
the right amount of tang. The meat was 

savory, tender and, for the lack of a bet-
ter term, juicy. It was everything you’d 
want or expect from a delicious slab of 
brisket. 

The cornbread was the lunch’s secret 
weapon. People joke about being 
obsessed with garlic bread, but why 
doesn’t cornbread get the same amount 
of love? Cornbread lovers need to 
unite to get cornbread the attention it 
deserves. Anyway, 517 BBQ’s cornbread 
had a deliciously crumbly texture that 
paired perfectly with bites of brisket. 

So there you have it. If you hav-
en’t tried 517 BBQ and are looking for 
something new, give it a shot.

Brisket Sandwich from 517 BBQ

DISH
THE

517 BBQ
427 E. Oakland Ave., 
Lansing
Open for delivery and 
takeout
Monday-Friday, 
Noon to 8 p.m.
Saturday, Noon to 6 p.m.
(517) 308-9762, 
517bbq.com

Skyler Ashley/City Pulse

517 BBQ's brisket sandwich and corn-
bread
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• FOOD • BREWS •
• SPORTS •

7216 W Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing • (517) 886-1330

SEASONAL & CRAFT BEERS
Happy Hour Mon-Fri 3-7

$1 OFF 27 Oz. Domestic Drafts
& $3 OFF Orders of 8 Wings

frankspressboxwest.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
FROM 7:30AM-10PM

BUY ONE PIZZA
GET ONE HALF OFF
75¢ SMOKED WINGS

809 E Kalamazoo St.
www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD
NEW 

HOURS!!

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

OPEN FOR 
FULL SERVICE

TUESDAY-
SATURDAY 11-7

East Lansing - 3048 E Lake Lansing Rd • (517) 333-9212
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 12pm to 1am

Holt • 2040 Aurelius Rd #13 • (517) 699-3670
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 9am to 1am

Okemos • 1937 W Grand River Ave • (517)-347-0443
Monday - Saturday: 11am to 2am • Sunday: 9am to 1am

3 LOCATIONS

Fresh food
Family fun!

PICK UP
AVAILABLE!

Call 
11AM-8PM 

to place your 
order!

Buy One Sandwich 
or Combo

GET ONE HALF OFF!
EXPIRES 8/31/2020

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE-IN OR 

CARRYOUT!

WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? 
CALL 517-999-5064

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Buddies Holt
2040 Aurelius Rd, Ste 12
Holt
(517) 699-3670
www.buddiesbars.com

DISCOVER YOUR NEW FAVORITE SPOT! Traditional 
classics and great drinks. Burgers, Mexican entrees, pizza 
and appetizers. Buddies Bowls you can’t get anywhere else. 
Locally owned and operated for over 20 years.

Gravity Smokehouse
1850 Cedar St,
Holt
(517) 258-4900
www.gravitysmokehouse.com

HUNGRY FOR SOMETHING UNFORGETTABLE? 
Delicious, mouthwatering barbeque like no other. Perfect-
ly cooked meat that falls off the bone and sauce so good 
you'll want to take some home. We have a food truck and 
cater events as well! 

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 882-1777
eloasistruck.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Frank's Press Box
7216 W. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 886-1330
frankspressboxwest.com

GREAT FOOD AND THE PERFECT PATIO! 
A great meeting place for family and friends. Relax 
with a glass of wine and try our daily lunch or dinner 
specials, soups, salads, Greek plates and more. 
Friendly staff!

Airport Tavern
5000 N. Grand River Ave
Lansing
(517) 321-3852
FB: @AirportTaverandSteakhouse

WELCOME BACK! For 50 years, Airport Tavern & 
Steakhouse has been a staple of Lansing's community. Full 
bar, daily lunch and dinner specials. Ribs, steak, burgers 
and salads are all crowd pleasers at this neighborhood 
establishment.

Appetizers

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

2417 E. Kalamazoo
Lansing, MI 48912

(517) 993-5988
www.eastsidefishfry.com

The only American owned & 
operated fish fry in Lansing

Featured 
on:

BUY ANY
DINNER

GET 2ND

DINNER

50% OFF
One per customer

Expires 8/31/20

Try our
Fish, Burgers & Steak
Fresh off the Grill!
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Commercial & 
Residential

Fully Insured

Call Joan at:
(517) 881-2204

Illustrations • Murals • Graphic Design 
Signs • Banners • T-shirts

nevin@nevingraphics.com
ArtByNeviN         Art_By_NeviN

Art by Nevin
As seen on the cover of CityPulse

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION

EFFECTIVE
MEDIATION

Paid for by Dave Rowland for 
House of Representative candidate committee

11119 Resort Rd. Pleasant Lake, MI 49272

VOTE FOR
DAVE ROWLAND

FOR STATE HOUSE
DISTRICT 65

The next step in a 
Life of Service

DAVE SUPPORTS RIGHTS 
FOR ALL

PROUD LGBTQ SUPPORTER
Dave plans to focus on:

HEALTHCARE
PUBLIC SAFETY

WORKERS’ RIGHTS
SUPPORT FOR VETERANS

215 S. Cochran Ave
Charlotte, MI 48813
517-543-6988
charlotteshoerepair.com

THE FUTURE OF FOOTWEAR IS HERE!
GET $600 PAIR 
OF ORTHODICS 

FOR $150 
SHIPPED 
RIGHT TO 

YOUR DOOR!

Come see us today for a 3D scan of your feet & pressure points! 
The Aetrex machine will print custom orthodics from the scan

Select from a wide variety of men’s and women’s shoes
 - including work boots and orthodic inserts

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDSTHE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

DON’T FORGET 
WE’VE GOT

Rates start at $24 
for 4 lines

Contract rates available, all 
rates net. Classified ads also 
appear online at no extra 
charge. Deadline for classi-
fieds is 5 p.m. Monday for the 
upcoming Wednesday’s issue.

Submit your classified ad 
to Suzi Smith: 517-999-6704 or 

suzi@lansingcitypulse.com

Paid for by CTE Rick Jones Sheriff
PO Box 115, Grand Ledge, MI 48837

It’s time for a change
I want deputies 
to have better 

training in 
de-escalating 

possible violent 
situations

Rick Jones for 
Eaton County Sheriff

Fair and equal treatment for all people
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