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by Carolyn Roche Designs 
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I hope you’ve been enjoying the uptick in local coverage that City Pulse has been providing – 

Dear Readers:

much of it thanks to contributions by readers like you. In print and online, donations 
are making a difference. Here are some examples since the first of the year:

• Made in Lansing. A look at the wide 
range of manufacturing, from cheese to 
organic farming to the Internet of Things.

• “Two years of pandemic survival” – a 
special issue on how Greater Lansing is 
dealing with COVID-19.

• “The Hunter’s Tale” – a serialization of 
a new graphic novel by local cartoon 
artist Ryan Claytor.

• Former House Speaker Lee Chatwell’s 
sister-in-law accuses him of sexual 
assault. Todd Heywood broke the story 
online, then followed up with a look at 
the Up North church – or cult – that 
produced Chatwell.

• The Broad Museum at 10. Senior staff 
writer Lawrence Cosentino has 
followed the Broad from its inception. 
As the Broad marks a decade, he 
provided a knowledgeable look back 
and also broke the news that the 
museum will bring the Kresge collec-
tion out of storage in a new gallery.

Those and other stories, 
including weekly staples such as 
Kyle Melinn’s statehouse column, 
Rich Tupica’s Turn It Down music 
feature, restaurant and theater 
reviews, and much more, are thanks 
to your gifts to City Pulse and to the 
City Pulse Fund for Community 
Journalism.

Like every business, City Pulse is 
coping with inflation, now estimat-
ed at 7.9%. Our second biggest cost 
is paper – and in the last 15 months, 
it has gone up about 25%. Any gift 
from you would help us maintain 
the print edition, which is still the 
mainstay of City Pulse.

You can give two different ways:
• Directly to City Pulse. That helps us with general expenses, including salaries for our 
dedicated staff, printing costs, distribution, the rent and everything else it takes to keep the 
doors open.

• To the City Pulse Fund for Community Journalism, a 501(c)3, for those of you who itemize your 
taxes and will benefit from a tax deduction. However, you give, it will help keep City Pulse 
strong. We now have more circulation on Wednesdays than any other print publication in our 
community. We did this together. Let’s keep up the good work! 

Sincerely,  Berl Schwartz
Editor & publisher

HOW TO DONATE:
Donate online at lansingcitypulse.org/support-us 

or call Suzi Smith at (517) 999-6704

Donate by mail at City Pulse, 1905 E. Michigan Avenue, Lansing, MI 48912.
Please make checks payable to City Pulse or, if you want a tax deduction, 

to City Pulse Fund for Community Journalism.
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costs when he moves to Lansing from 
Battle Creek next month. But he doesn’t 
expect to have cash to hire any addition-
al Fire Department employees soon. 

“Adding more employees would cer-
tainly help cut some overtime, but it 
would also add significant cost to our 
budgets that we would have to bud-
get for,” Schor said. “This is true in all 
departments, many 
of which have few-
er employees than 
they did before the 
Great Recession.” The 
Great Recession was 
between 2007 and 
2009, but its coattails 
lasted years longer. 

In 2015, the Fire De-
partment was staffed 
for a maximum of 202 
full-time employees. 
In 2016, that total 
was trimmed to 195. 
Schor’s second budget 
plan edged that total 

down to 184 in 2019, where it has re-
mained flat ever since, including in his 
latest budget proposal to the Council 
this month, which ramps up spending 
by about $800,000 but doesn’t allow 
for any new personnel. 

Schor’s budget notes there are no 
“major operating changes planned in 
the Fire Department” except for the ex-

ploration of new ways to flatten the cost 
of replacing equipment and vehicles. 

He added this week: “We continue 
to address the issue of overtime and 
ensure that our bargained agreements 
with these critical workers remain com-
petitive. We will continue to work with 
our unions and negotiate in good faith 
to address staffing needs and budgetary 
needs.” 

Fire Department officials have been 
complaining to city officials for years 
about being forced to do more work 
with fewer people. Assistant Chief Mi-
chael Tobin told the Council in 2019: 
“At some point, something is going to 
break” as call volumes climbed to new 
heights in Lansing. 

Records show that emergency calls 
to the city’s six fire stations skyrocketed 
by about 45% between 2007 and 2018 
— all with fewer emergency personnel 
available to answer the phone. Accord-
ingly, response times slowed by about 
11% in that timeframe, records showed. 

Overtime wages climb at ‘short-staffed’ Lansing Fire Department 
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

See Salaries, Page 6

Hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in overtime wages paid last year at the 
Lansing Fire Department made some 
of its employees among the highest paid 
staffers in the city in 2021 — including 
seven employees who each earned more 
than $40,000 in overtime pay and five 
firefighters who brought home more 
cash than the city’s top executive, Mayor 
Andy Schor. 

The payroll statistics were first re-
vealed through data released by the city 
last month to blogger and journalist 
Steve Harry, which has since been inde-
pendently verified by City Pulse. 

Dan Komm, president of the Inter-
national Association of Firefighters 
Local No. 421, the labor union which 
represents Lansing’s firefighters, para-
medics and EMTs, said the “root cause” 
of the “grand” amounts of overtime paid 
last year is tied to longstanding staffing 
shortages. 

“This is a problem for everyone ev-
erywhere: We’re having trouble finding 
people to do any jobs, and that includes 
at the Fire Department,” Komm told 
City Pulse. “For whatever reason, we’ve 
had trouble getting people to apply. 
That means we’re short staffed, and 
that causes overtime.” 

Komm emphasized that all overtime 
shifts at the Fire Department are en-
tirely optional and that several policies 
are in place to help prevent firefighters 
from voluntarily overworking them-
selves. But with consistent staffing cuts 
there over the last decade, climbing call 
volumes and nine vacancies still open 
this week, LFD has had no option but 
to do much more with much less. 

He added: “I guarantee if we were to 
hire nine or 10 more people, that over-
time would shrink way down. There are 
still variables, and we’ll still have over-
time, just not these grand numbers that 
we’re seeing right now.” 

Schor, who earned just over 140,000 
last year — $139,600 in salary and the 
rest in micellaneous compensation — 
said he expects newly hired Fire Chief 
Brian Sturdivant to fill vacancies and 
find new “efficiencies” to cut overtime 

Courtesy/Lansing Fire Department  

Lansing firefighters respond last June to a house fire on Horton Street. 

Five firefighters cash 
bigger paychecks 
than the mayor 

Which 15 employees made 
the most cash last year?  
Employee - Total Compensation 
1. Fire Captain Shannon Powell, $173,916  

2. City Attorney Jim Smiertka, $173,191  
3. Fire Battalion Chief Andrew Johnson, $162,978  
4. Firefighter Lina Nowland, $152,307  
5. Fire Captain Wesley Demps - $149,562  
6. Interim Fire Chief Greg Martin (retired 12/31/21) - $142,500  
7. Mayor Andy Schor - $140,011  
8. 54A District Court Administrator Anethia Brewer - $138,825  
9. Fire Captain Ronald Hagaman - $138,551  
10. Deputy 54A District Court Administrator Susan Knieling - $137,317  
11. Chief Strategy Officer Judy Kehler - $137,272  
12. Fire Captain James Garlitz - $134,334  
13. Fire Captain Natalia Litkewycz - $133,855  
14. Fire Captain Erich Huegli - $133,020  
15. Police Sergeant Antonio Sandoval - $132,930 
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After that 2019 presentation, Schor 
explained to City Pulse that the city was 
doing the best it could with limited re-
sources. He went on to pitch another 
four budgets with no staff increase. 

“Unless you identify where the money 
is coming from, then all you’re doing is 
complaining,” Schor said. “We’re maxed 
on our millages. We just don’t have the 
revenue to make it happen.” 

Komm said that LFD had 54 people 
on staff every day in the late ‘90s to han-
dle about 12,000 calls annually. Last 
year, an average of 41 employees han-
dled a total of about 25,000 calls. 

“I don’t know what’s going to happen,” 
Komm said. “There’s a possibility of not 
having enough personnel to do the job. I 
know our membership is great, and fire-
fighters always do whatever it takes to 
get the job done, but the city also doesn’t 
have a money tree, so it’s not always easy.” 

The Fire Department is vetting 111 
applicants for nine vacant positions to 
bring it up to its full roster of 184 full-
time employees, including 159 firefight-
ers, paramedics and EMTs. Komm ex-
pects those new hires to help ease the 
overtime budget this year, though he’s 

still worried that rising call volumes 
with “bare minimum” staffing may still 
present its challenges.  

He added: “I can’t predict the future. 
All I can say is that our runs are going 
up and our staffing has stayed the same. 
The numbers are the numbers, right? 
It’s fairly clear we’re understaffed.” 

Komm said staffing shortages have 

also been exacerbated by mutual aid 
agreements with other local municipal-
ities, like Dewitt, that require LFD per-
sonnel to routinely travel several miles 
outside of the city to respond to emer-
gency calls in neighboring communities. 

It was an issue that warranted him 
bringing the complaint to a Council 
committee last week. 

“I understand that, and I’m OK with 
it. The problem is: It’s taxing our sys-
tem,” Komm told the Public Safety 
Committee. “It’s going to become a big-
ger problem, and we’re going to have 
fewer resources for the citizens of Lan-
sing because we’re busy and we’re going 
to get busier.” 

He added: “I don’t know the answer, 
but we have to start thinking and do 
something.” 

— KYLE KAMINSKI 

Salaries
from page 5

Which 20 employees’ salaries earn them the 
highest hourly rates?   
Employee - Total Compensation - Hourly Rate  
City Attorney Jim Smiertka - $173,191 - $82.97  
Police Chief Ellery Sosebee - $114,730 - $69.71  
Chief Strategy Officer Judy Kehler - $137,272 - $67.68  
Mayor Andy Schor - $140,011 - $67.12  
Police Chief Radio Technician Walter Doherty - $99,874 - $60  
Assistant Fire Chief Michael Tobin - $119,725 - $59.87  
Environmental Superintendent Nathan Arnold - $121,014 - $59.81  
54A District Court Administrator Anethia Brewer - $138,825 - $59.48  
Public Service Director Andy Kilpatrick - $120,629 - $58.77  
Chief Information Officer Director Christopher Mumby - $119,109 - $58.31  
Parks and Recreation Director Brett Kaschinske - $119,342 - $58.30  
Human Relations & Community Services Director Kim Coleman - $115.6K - $57.69  
Neighborhoods and Citizen Engagement Director DeLisa Fountain - 102,611 - 
$57.69  
City Assessor Sharon Frischman - $112,517 - $57.69  
Economic Development and Planning Director Brian McGrain - $111,608 - $57.69  
Human Resources Director Linda Sanchez-Gazella - $115,230 - $57.69  
Infrastructure Superintendent Jeremiah Kilgore - $109,239 - $54.19  
Deputy City Attorney Joe Abood - $108,587 - $54.19  
Assistant City Engineer Mitchell Whisler - $105,162 - $53.01  
Code Enforcement Manager Scott Sanford - $102,773 - $52.84 

RON SLAGLE
IOWA POLICE OFFICER

IOWA POLICE OFFICER
DESIGNS

“PATRIOTIC” SNEAKER
PAID FOR BY A BMF

 INTRODUCING THE EXCESSIVE FORCE 1'S

Which 15 employees earned the 
most overtime pay?  
Employee - Total Compensation - 
Overtime Pay  
Fire Captain Shannon Powell - $173,916 - $83,718  
Firefighter Lina Nowland - $152,307 - $62,025  
Fire Battalion Chief Andrew Johnson - $162,978 - $55,414  
Fire Captain Wesley Demps - $149,562 - $54,627  
Firefighter Jay Green - $125,530 - $54,423  
Police Detention Officer Damon Sherrill - $113,891 - $51,251  
Maintenance Worker Brian Bastian - $118,935 - $48,663  
Police Sergeant Brent Sorg - $132,789 - $44,268  
Police Sergeant Antonio Sandoval - $132,930 - $43,698  
Fire Engineer Kevin Neely - $130,772 - $43,546  
Police Sergeant Dennis Bunch - $130,964 - $43,472  
Fire Captain Ronald Hagaman - $138,551 - $42,484  
Police Detention Officer Cynthia Miller - $103,683 - $41,377  
Firefighter Matthew Mansberger - $125,003 - $40,971  
Police Detention Officer Gary Worden - $99,891 - $39,958 
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By AUDREY MATUSZ  
What makes Xiaoxing (Adele) Han a 

Lansing Legend is her deep ties to the 
local filmmaker community. Xiaoxing 
didn’t study film or own a camera until 
her early 20s. (She has sidestepped ques-
tions about her exact age.) This year, Xia-
oxing was crowned Outstanding Film-
maker at the Beijing Winter Olympics 
Filmmaker Awards and has a documen-
tary screening at the Capital City Film 
Festival about a Chinese organ player.  

How long have you lived in Lansing? 
Nine years. 
Where do you work? 
In 2014, I started working for Michi-

gan State University as the communica-
tions manager and a short documentary 
filmmaker for a cyber research group on 
campus. I started my own video produc-
tion company right after that. 

What did you study in college? 
I got my undergraduate degree at Ma-

cau University and my master’s degree 
from MSU. I was an advertising major 
for both degrees. 

What is your role in Walking in Love 
productions? 

I started the interactive documen-
tary project called Walking in Love 
(walkinginlovestory.com) in 2014. At 
that time, I had a stable full-time job at 
MSU, but I felt like could use my vid-
eo production skills to contribute more 
to the world. Then I visited my home-
town, Ningbo, China, in 2014. I tried 
to find something interesting to film, 
but I had no luck. The day before I left 
for the U.S., I visited my grandma. She 
pulled out 20 pairs of her handmade 
shoes — and they were all my size. My 
mom told me that my grandma had 
been making shoes for me every single 
day that I wasn’t in China. I decided 
to start this project that collects and 
shares stories of how regular people all 
around the world express love to their 
family members, friends, and strangers 
in their own unique ways. The first sto-
ry was my grandma’s story. Since then, 
I have done exhibitions, documentary 
screenings and story sharing events in 
different countries, and it has been an 
amazing journey. 

How did you learn about good film-
making? 

I feel video production and filmmak-
ing is all about keeping doing it, and of 
course watching and studying lots of 

Courtesy

Xiaoxing (Adele) Han 

Xiaoxing (Adele) Han -
April Lansing Legend 

good films and videos. Always trying to 
challenge myself and do something new 
is important too. I have to mention that 
I learned a lot from collaborating with 
those amazing Lansing local filmmak-
ers, sometimes just watching how they 
do things helps me grow a lot too. 

What is your favorite Lansing busi-
ness that is no longer around? 

The coffee shop near NCG called 
Chapelure. I know there is still one in 
East Lansing, but that one was my fa-
vorite. It was not too crowded and 
the interior design there was cool too. 
They had amazing cakes! We had a lot 
of brainstorming meetings there, and 
many new film ideas were developed 
there. 

Where do you feel the most at home? 
Michigan State University and CCFF 

because of the people there. 
When did you get your first camera? 
I was a sophomore at Macau. I had 

my first photography course that year, 
so I used my scholarship money to buy 
my first camera. 

What was the first video you ever 
made? 

It was a documentary video about a 
Detroit volunteer trip. 

Have you ever shot a movie in Lan-
sing?  

Yes. Most of the shorts in the Walking 
in Love project were shot in the Lansing 
area; there are a lot of amazing people 
from all around the world with great 
stories living in Lansing. I also shot a 
film with Casey Cavanaugh in Lansing 
called “Peripheral,” which won the first 
place of Capital City Film Festival fort-
night competition in 2017. 

How did you get involved with the 
Lansing Media Center/CCFF? 

I was a volunteer at CCFF when I 
was a student. The documentary shorts 
from Walking In Love got selected by 
CCFF three years in a row. I became a 
judge and the member of the selection 
committee since 2018. I was also the 
photographer for CCFF for two years. 

The clip in the trailer of the young girl 
watching TV, who is the girl and was 
that sourced from a personal project? 

She is my friend’s daughter, who re-
ally enjoyed acting. If I remember cor-
rectly, this was her first time in a film. 

Where are you living right now? 
What do you like/dislike about it? 

In my hometown, Ningbo, China. I 

love both Ningbo and Michigan, they 
are cool in different ways. What I like 
about Ningbo is that it is full of oppor-
tunities to try new things. For example, 
I shot a music video for the Maonan mi-
nority, won the Beijing Winter Olympic 
filmmaker awards and I’m going to have 
my first photo exhibition in a very cool 
art gallery soon. However, I really miss 
the peacefulness, the people and the 
snow in Michigan! 

Any plans to come back to Lansing? 
I hope soon. 
Why do you love Lansing? 
Lansing is where I started pursuing 

my dream of being a filmmaker. Many 
people here have helped me grow and 
encouraged me to make good art. I also 
like how people from different countries 
are living here. The Lansing environ-
ment embraces and appreciates culture. 
The atmosphere of filmmaking here is so 
good, local filmmakers always gather just 
for the sake of making something cool. 

“Expression” is absolutely gorgeous, 
what about this project was a first for 
you?  

It was about a story in a mental health 
hospital in Ningbo. The most important 
thing for me while making this film was 
being sincere. Society holds a lot of ste-
reotypical opinions towards mentally 
handicapped people, and I really hope 
this film can show the truth — that 
these patients are lovely and creative.  

Do you ever get intimidated by tech-
nology as a filmmaker? Why/why not? 

I used to be, but then I realized, cam-
eras are just cameras. It is the eyes, 
brains and hearts behind them that are 
more important. 

What inspired your short film “Da 
Ding”? 

A historical fishing boat factory in 
Ningbo was about to be demolished to 
make way for a modern theater. Right 
before the building was torn down my 
hip-hop teacher and I went there to 
shoot a short video as a way to memori-

alize this amazing place. 
What do you like about hip-hop? 
I feel different forms of art are connect-

ed to each other. For example, I learned 
scratching a couple years ago, and it 
helps me understand lights and shadows 
in photography and films more. In the 
similar way, Hip hop taught me how to 
feel and express music and rhythm. 

What is the last good film you’ve seen? 
“Dune.” 
What personal accomplishment are 

you most proud of ? 
I think the most rewarding thing I 

have ever experienced as a filmmaker is 
that my film helped someone or inspired 
someone, even if it is just one person in 
the audience. I remember when I did 
the first Walking In Love event in Chi-
na, one girl stood up and said, “Your 
film made me realize I do not need to 
be rich to love someone.” When I heard 
that, I think all the editing nights, when 
I need to drink a lot of Cokes to keep 
awake, finally paid off.  

Audrey Matusz, the author of this 
series, is a former arts and culture 
editor of City Pulse who was born 
in Lansing and grew up in Okemos. 
She is a graduate of the Residential 
College of the Arts and Humanities 
at Michigan State University. She is 
a digital and instructional designer 
for the Michigan Victim Advocacy 
Network.
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

 

OF THE WEEK

Lansing Twp. owes $3M in tax refunds 
Lansing Township is struggling to pay back about $3 mil-

lion (including $1.75 million to Walmart and Sam’s Club) 
in improperly billed tax assessments, gutting the township’s 
revenues and putting the municipality on shaky financial 
footing. It’s still unclear if the township will face an emer-
gency manager or find itself filing for bankruptcy. County 
and township officials were carefully reviewing both current 
and future tax incomes last week — though without Town-
ship Supervisor Diontrae Hayes, who quit the job last month 
without much public explanation to take a job at a nonprofit 
group in Oklahoma. Visit lansingcitypulse.com for more de-
tailed and continued coverage on township finances. 

Benavides mourned 
as ‘passionate’ mayor 

Former Mayor Tony Bena-
vides, a former Council member 
who was mayor from 2003 to 
2005, died Sunday (April 10) 
at 84 from an illness. Benavides 
served as the executive director 
of the Cristo Rey Community Center for 33 years. May-
or Andy Schor called Benavides a “passionate leader” who 
made the city a better place. 

City Council rejects raise for Schor 
The Lansing City Council voted 6-2 

Monday (April 11) to deny nearly $8,500 
in pay raises for Mayor Andy Schor, keep-
ing his salary flat at $139,600 through the 
end of 2023 despite a recommendation 
from the Elected Officers Compensation 
Commission to boost it by 3% annually for 
two years. A motion to reject a 5% raise for 

City Clerk Chris Swope was defeated, meaning his salary will 
climb to $99,400 this year and again jump up to $104,400 
in 2023. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.  

Police: Dansville man shoots Mason man 
Authorities said a 43-year-old Mason man suffered “se-

rious” injuries the night of April 5 after he was blasted with 
a shotgun by a 40-year-old Dansville man along the 1900 
block of Seven Gables Road in Ingham Township. The sus-

pect is set to be arraigned on felony charges. Those with in-
formation about the incident have been 
asked to call deputies at 517-676-8202. 

New sculpture en route to Hunter Park 
Ivan Iiler, the artist who created the “Por-
trait of a Dreamer” sculpture on Michi-
gan Avenue, is returning to Lansing this year to craft a piece 
of public artwork at Hunter Park after he received a $75,000 
grant for the project from the city through its annual Arts Im-
pact Project. The design hasn’t been decided, but it’s report-
edly set to “reflect the growing community” in Lansing. 

Lansing man charged in Friday shooting 
Johnny Estes, 43, of Lansing was charged 

with open murder after authorities said he 
shot and killed a 39-year-old man near the 
3200 block of South Washington Avenue on 
Friday (April 8) morning. Those with any 
information about the incident have been 
asked to call 517-483-4600. 

Chief strategy officer leaves City Hall 
Chief Strategy Officer Judy Kehler 

is resigning this month to take a job as 
the CEO at an unnamed corporation 
and will soon be replaced, Mayor Andy 
Schor announced to the City Council on 
Monday (April 11). Kehler, the city’s first 
female and Black treasurer and income 
tax administrator under Mayor David 
Hollister’s administration, was promot-
ed to chief strategy officer in June 2020 
to replace Shelbi Frayer, who quit the job 
less than a year after being hired. 

Albert EL Fresco to reopen in May 
Summer is coming: East Lansing officials announced the 

popular, pedestrian-friendly area will return to Albert Av-
enue on May 12 — complete with seating, tables, umbrel-
las, hammocks, decorative lighting and outdoor games like 
cornhole, chess and Connect 4.  

Lansing NAACP hosts ‘Academic Olympics’ 
High school students from across Greater Lansing com-

peted in an Olympic-themed essay writing and poetry com-
petition organized by the Lansing branch of the NAACP ti-
tled the “Afro-Academic, Cultural, Technological, Scientific 
Olympics” on Saturday (April 9) at the downtown Capital 
Area District Library. Winners received prizes of up to $500. 

Community Foundation names 
new CEO 

Laurie Strauss Baumer has been hired 
as the new president and CEO of the 
Capital Region Community Foundation, 
succeeding retiring CEO Dennis Flieh-
man after having served as the organi-
zation’s executive vice president (among 
other roles) since 2015. 
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding  

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

DESIGN
FOR

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN &  
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

Eyesore: 3601 Deerfield Ave. 
The Lansing City Council called our 

attention to this week’s featured prop-
erty: a shabby little home under repairs 
in the Churchill Downs neighborhood 
that could soon be demolished. 

City officials have been keeping tabs 
on the home for years: It was first de-
clared “unsafe or dangerous” and red-
tagged in late 2020, meaning nobody 
has been legally able to live there for 
about 18 months. And with no visible 
progress on repairs more than a year 
later, the city’s Demolition Board in De-
cember ordered the home to be made 
safe by last month or demolished. 

Last week, the doors were still 
boarded shut. The roof was covered 
with boards and plastic sheets. Bricks, 
paint and algae-covered siding peeled 
from the walls. Remnants of old porch-
es were ripped away. Construction tape 
streamed around the property like an 
active crime scene. 

It appears that some work has been 
completed: The interior of the home is 
gutted. A small trailer (which left deep, 
muddy ruts throughout the yard) was 
filled with debris behind the house. 

A public hearing on April 25 will be 
one of the last chances for the proper-
ty owner, Rocky Antekeier, to plead his 
case to the city for needing more time to 
float an estimated $140,000 in repairs. 
He told the Council this week that he 
was having trouble obtaining building 
permits — partly because several weeks 
of rainfall on the roofless structure has 
warped the foundation and everything 
else inside. City officials said the home 
requires an inspection. 

Councilwoman Carol Wood said the 
demolition, likely in the next 90 days, 
will be delayed only if Antekeier can ob-
tain permits and then prove that he can 
pay for the repairs in a timely fashion. 

“I can make it look brand new,” Ante-
keier told the Council. 

 — KYLE KAMINSKI

“Eyesore of the Week” is our weekly look at 
some of the seedier properties in Lansing. It ro-
tates with Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for 
Design. Have a suggestion? 
Email Managing Editor Kyle Kaminski at          
eye@lansingcitypulse.com or call in a nomination 
at 517-999-6715.

Former Lansing Township Supervisor Diontrae Hayes 
resigned March 15. 
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In October, 18-year-old Noah Sisung was gunned down and later found unre-
sponsive behind the wheel of his pickup truck along Pennsylvania Avenue near 
Kendon Road in south Lansing. When cops arrived on scene, he was taken to a 
local hospital, where he was pronounced dead. 

Sisung, of Holt, was remembered as a “relentlessly happy” and supportive 
teenager who was easygoing and enjoyed being around others, according to a 
heartfelt Lansing State Journal sto-
ry. And it was clear from the num-
ber of loved ones who watched his 
killers get charged last week that 
he is still mourned by many people 
across Lansing. 

The 13- and 16-year-old youths 
who were charged in Sisung’s mur-
der deserve to be punished for 
their actions. Justice demands ac-
countability through consequenc-
es. There are few crimes as heinous 
as taking a life — especially one so 
young. But it’s clear that Ingham 
County Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
made the right move in deciding 
not to charge these young teenagers 
as adults. 

Instead of the possibility of spend-
ing life behind bars on first-degree 
murder convictions, the youths 
were charged as juveniles with sec-
ond-degree murder. Last week, they both pleaded guilty 
to lesser charges of assault with intent to commit armed 
robbery. The seventh grader also pleaded to involuntary 
manslaughter. The 11th grader (now 17) pleaded guilty to 
accessory to a felony. 

In doing so, both boys escaped the possibility of de-
cades-long prison sentences in favor of court-ordered 
treatment and supervision, possibly until age 21. At which point, their records 
will be wiped clean and they’ll essentially be given a second chance at a new life 
— hopefully as reformed men who both realize that taking another life was never 
the answer to their problems. 

For some, that will never be enough. After a shouting match turned physical 
outside the courtroom last week, Sisung’s mother, Trina Coolman, put the blame 
squarely on Siemon, arguing that the teenagers deserved much stiffer conse-
quences for killing her son. She told media outlets gathered there: “This is all on 
Carol Siemon.” 

Others have piled on, calling for Siemon to resign for “abandoning” her duties. 
Social media is still brimming this week with keyboard warriors calling for more 
local “law and order.” It’s devastating to lose a child, and even worse to feel that 
justice has not been served. But if the teens’ charges don’t seem like an eye for an 
eye, it’s because it’s not. And it shouldn’t be. 

As the county’s top law enforcement official, Siemon has full discretion over 
whether to petition the Family Court for children to be charged as adults. She 
told City Pulse that she intentionally chose to keep the matter in juvenile court 
to focus on rehabilitation rather than vengeance. 

“Our laws recognize childhood as a unique and distinct chapter in life, from 
juvenile delinquency proceedings, to educational needs, to child care and abuse/
neglect,” she said. “Children are different from adults and those unique differ-
ences should be considered by public agencies.” 

Charging those teenagers as adults would have undermined the founding pur-
pose of the juvenile court system by sticking them with inevitably harsher sen-

tences rather than focusing on the root 
cause of what landed them there in the 
first place. Young teenagers — as trou-
bled as they might be — are not im-
movable forces for evil. Our justice sys-
tem clearly delineates a child’s actions 
from those committed by an adult and 
instead tailors punishments with the 
idea of eventually reintroducing those 
youths back to a more productive life. 

Siemon said she would only turn 
children over to an adult court in rare 
cases where she believes that rehabil-
itation and treatment in the juvenile 
system would not be “feasible.” Clearly, 
she doesn’t think that Sisung’s young 
killers are totally incapable of return-
ing to a lawful society. 

Multiple studies have found young 
people — like these teenagers — are 
more than capable of “aging out” of 
criminal behaviors and that lengthy 

sentences not only fail to deter crime, but also unnecessar-
ily divert funds from public health and safety initiatives to 
incarceration. 

“Most young offenders do not become adult criminals,” 
wrote Vanderbilt Law School Professor Terry Maroney. 
“But when we punish them as adults, we change those 
odds. Teens tried as adults commit more crimes when re-

leased; their educational and employment prospects are markedly worse, creating 
opportunity and incentive for more crime; they bear a lifelong, potentially debil-
itating stigma.” A Phildelphia study found  that the release of 174 juvenile lifers 
had saved $9.5 million in correctional costs within the first decade of their release, 
based on the $50,000 annual cost of imprisonment. 

There’s also something to be said about equity: Other studies have shown that 
Black teenagers are far more likely to be tried as adults than white teenagers, 
even when being charged with similar crimes. Siemon’s focus on rehabilitation 
will help to weed out those racial disparities. 

Sisung’s family might prefer seeing the teenagers stoned to death on the Cap-
itol Lawn, but that doesn’t mean Siemon should go out of her way to skirt the 
century-old juvenile court system to revive unnecessarily long prison sentences 
for teenagers. It may feel good for Sisung’s family, but it wouldn’t help to keep 
our city safer or help stop the violence in Lansing. 

Siemon’s decision was admittedly “not popular with the community,” she said. 
But we’d assert that it’s exactly what she was elected to do: stand up to public 
pressure, focus on the underlying causes of crime and bring a more progressive 
vision to the justice system in Ingham County.

Choose rehabilitation over revenge 

Have something to say about a local issue or an item that appeared in our pages? Now you have two ways to sound off:
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Lansing Board of Water & Light 
general manager Dick Peffley is start-
ing to have some real problems on his 
hands, even though he refuses to look 
down and acknowledge that he’s still 
holding them.

State environmental records 
released in January revealed that 
Peffley has known for nearly two 
years about dangerous chemical 
contamination leaking from the large 
toxic coal ash ponds that surround 
the Erickson Power Station in Delta 
Township — which for decades may 
have also poisoned nearby drinking 
water supplies feeding private wells 
and municipal systems.

High levels of lithium, boron, TDS 
and molybdenum have been leaching 
from the three ponds since 2020 and 
still neither BWL nor state regulators 
knows how long the problem has 
existed — though the plant, which is 
off Canal Road in Eaton County, has 
operated the ponds since 1974. 

When City Pulse broke that news, 
Peffley and his PR team quickly 
jumped into action — except the 
damage control wasn’t centered on 
assessing environmental and public 
health risks. Instead, it was about 
protecting BWL’s public image.

And that’s simply not the type 
of leadership we need at a publicly 
owned utility company. 

In a January op-ed, Peffley attacked 
City Pulse’s credibility for sounding 
the alarm about the potential for con-
taminated groundwater and drink-
ing water supplies — even outright 
denying that drinking water could 
be contaminated despite experts 
who have suggested otherwise. The 
experts similarly poured cold water 
on BWL’s latest contention that the 
pollution is occurring naturally 

Groundwater feeds drinking water 
supplies. At best, it was unclear then 
whether contaminated groundwater 
was reaching drinking water drawn 
by wells. Meanwhile, utility docu-
ments didn’t show any plans to test 
drinking water and BWL spokes-
woman Amy Adamy was too busy 

building a media firewall around 
Peffley and other top executives 
to answer our questions. She has 
learned well from longtime Lansing 
public relations practitioner Steve 
Serkaian, executive director of public 
affairs at BWL and a holdover from 
the Bernero days.

Instead of an interview, Peffley 
responded only in a polished op-ed 
in which he repeatedly questioned 
assessments from environmental ex-
perts and insisted that drinking water 
is safe and that BWL’s water supplies 
continue to “meet or exceed” all reg-
ulatory safety 
standards.

While tech-
nically true, 
his statements 
completely 
ignored the 
potential for contamination at dozens 
of private wells that provide drinking 
water for hundreds of people near 
Erickson. His statements also didn’t 
offer much acknowledgement that 
a problem even existed, much less 
explain why BWL officials seemed 
to have alerted nobody of the public 
health concerns.

About a month later, without hav-
ing directly addressed any problems, 
the PR campaign continued with the 
announcement that BWL had “proac-

tively” tested six drinking wells in the 
area. It was a sweetheart move for a 
utility company caught in the midst 
of a possible cover up.

Except, it wasn’t. BWL wasn’t pro-
actively doing anything.

The company, instead, had actually 
been ordered by state regulators to 
get a handle on the pollution situa-
tion. Moreover, those reactive results 
spelled out some really bad news: 

BWL only tested six wells. And all of 
them came back for potentially dan-
gerously high levels of boron.

That’s a six for six, Dick. 
Michigan doesn’t set health limits 

on boron in drinking water, though 
groundwater limits of 0.5 mg/L are 

in place. EPA 
also has an 
unenforceable 
“advisory” lim-
it of 6 mg/L 
for adults and 
3 mg/L for 

children. BWL’s well tests detected 
boron levels between 2.48 mg/L and 
4.17 mg/L.

Research shows that boron is 
harmful to plant life at lower levels. 
Boron has also been linked to devel-
opmental and reproductive toxici-
ty, low birth weight and shrunken 
testicles.

Peffley, apparently, hasn’t been 
drinking from those taps. His ballsy 
PR campaign only continues.

EPA documents showed that BWL 

claimed to be in compliance with 
federal coal ash rules, but experts said 
those rules were violated back in 2017 
when BWL failed to test for contam-
ination.

BWL has also repeatedly made 
claims about the investigation 
process that directly contradict 
statements from EGLE. In other in-
stances, Adamy and Peffley have only 
downplayed the issue.

Even BWL Board Chairman 
David Price — someone who should 
definitely be in the know — wasn’t 
informed of the contamination 
problems before January. He was 
told the ponds weren’t contaminating 
groundwater, which was also directly 
contradicted by regulatory docu-
ments.

And when presented with EGLE’s 
statements, Adamy has still insisted 
the agency is wrong.

Meanwhile, Peffley still claims to be 
“proactively” investigating the situa-
tion despite having known about the 
issue at the Erickson Power Station as 
early as April 2020, records showed.

While the state has ordered at least 
another 60 wells to be tested, BWL 
still doesn’t have a handle on the 
pollution plume’s size or location, 
how many drinking water wells are 
contaminated in the nearby vicinity 
or how long its neighbors have been 
sipping on and showering in boron 
water.

From Day One, BWL has not been 
forthcoming about this public health 
calamity — denying our reporters 
an opportunity to conduct basic 
interviews and then failing to answer 
several emailed questions. The latest 
PR tactic seems to be centered on 
simply ignoring City Pulse altogether 
and hoping the problem — or at least 
public awareness of the problem — 
just evaporates.

We’re reluctant to say this next 
statement given the inadequate lead-
ership also tied to his predecessor: 
But if Peffley and the rest of his team 
don’t start prioritizing public safety 
over their public image, then perhaps 
it’s time for him to seriously consider 
resigning from the post.

Maybe Peffley is the problem
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What you're not about to read is not 
scientific. This didn't come from some 
university or eggheaded think tank. This 

is just an observation, after 
covering Michigan politics 
for more than 20 years. 

Every two years, when either the presi-
dent or governor's seat is 
up for election, Demo-
crats have more candi-
dates file for office. Much 
of it is Detroit candidate 
enthusiasm — I've seen 
as many as 15 run for a 
single House seat. 

But regardless, Democrats fielded more 
candidates on Michigan ballots for state-
wide office every election cycle since 2000. 

Except one time. In 2010, 401 of the 
state-level candidates were Republicans 
and 388 were Democrats.  

If you remember, the Democrats got 
smoked in 2010. They lost all of the top 
state races. The state House went from 
a 67-37 Democratic majority to a 67-37 
Republican majority. Democrats went 
down to 12 seats in the state Senate, 
giving the Republicans a supermajority, 
allowing them to make any new law take 
effect immediately. 

Opinion

POLITICS

Dems are getting nervous about 2022 — for good reason 
To show this wasn't an anomaly, con-

sider this: 
 — Even when Republicans kept the 

number of state-level candidates close, 
they did well. In 2002, they won every-
thing but the governor's seat. Democrats 
had 328 candidates that year to the 
Republicans' 303.  

 — In 2014, when Gov. Rick Snyder 
& All His GOP Friends won reelection, 
Republicans had 304 candidates on the 
ballot to the Democrats' 305. 

 — When Democrats are doing well, 
their margin of candidates is huge. In 
2008, the best Democratic year in the 
past 20, they had 408 people run for 
office. The Republicans had 300. 

In short, there's a direct link between 
partisan people interested in running and 
voters interested in casting a ballot for a 
candidate of a specific political party. It 
speaks to the voter enthusiasm. 

Who is excited about the coming elec-
tion? Who is itching to get involved? Who 
is engaged in politics? 

Candidates have until April 19 to file, 
but at this point, things don't look good 
for the D's. As of 2 p.m. April 12, Republi-
cans have 253 candidates having filed for 
state-level office. The Democrats have 204. 

BROADBAND
MAKES LIFE
BETTER
High-speed Internet has been shown to increase property 
values, help students succeed at home, and impact 
economic development.

The Michigan Moonshot is working with community leaders to help them bring 
better broadband Internet to local communities, to improve access to education, 
healthcare and remote work opportunities.

Let's #FixTheDamnInternet in Ingham County

.

If Democrats aren't nervous about 
2022, they should be. 

President Joe Biden's poll numbers in 
Michigan are terrible. In January 66% 
gave him a negative job approval rating. 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer did a little better 
with only a 52% negative ranking, but her 
numbers are under water, too. 

Every cycle, pollster Richard Czuba of 
the Glengariff Group gauges the critical 
question of "voter enthusiasm."  

If surveyors are not talking to the 
voters excited about showing up to vote 
results will be off. 

This go around, Czuba said solid Re-
publicans and solid Democrats are highly 
motivated at this stage in the game. 
Where things get "a little soft" is with 
leaning Democrats. 

Leaning Democrats showed up in mass 
in 2020 to deliver Michigan for Biden de-
spite Republican Donald Trump having 
370,309 more votes in '20 than in '16. 

Last year in Virginia and New Jersey, 
these soft Democrats didn't show up 
and Democratic nominees up and down 
the ballot got shellacked or significantly 
underperformed. 

A March 28 analysis by progres-
sive-minded Change Research concluded 

that in 2022 gubernatorial elections, a 
projected higher turnout "will be driven 
largely by Republican voters who didn't 
vote in 2018." (Remember, Michigan 
Democrats like Whitmer did pretty well 
that year). 

"If Democrats run the same cam-
paigns the same way this year as they 
ran them last year, we will lose across 
the country," reads the Change Research 
commentary. 

Democrats need to expand the elector-
ate by promoting Whitmer’s successes, 
the analysis reads. 

That may explain why all of Whitmer's 
media availabilities in the last two to 
three weeks have all been at complet-
ed road projects and why she stopped 
talking about COVID months ago. 

New, blacktopped roads are only going 
to do so much to jolt these soft Demo-
crats back into action. Could the U.S. 
Supreme Court overturning Roe v. Wade 
and a full-scale abortion ban in Michi-
gan be that jolt? 

Progressives probably don't want to 
find out. But in a perverse way, maybe 
they do. 

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol news 
service MIRS at melinnky@gmail.com.) 
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By CHLOE ALVERSON 
The Capital City may soon get a new name: 

The Capital of Indie Bookstores. 
Independent bookstores have been around 

in Lansing for decades, with staples like Cu-
rious Book Shop and Schuler Books and Mu-
sic. Along with those fixtures, and despite the 
pandemic, the area has seen a handful of newer 
shops pop up in the last few years, bringing in 
different themes and perspectives to the tradi-
tional book store experience. 

A few of these shops are neighbors on REO 
Town’s Washington Avenue, a stretch now 
dubbed “Bookshop Row.” Wayfaring Booksell-
ers, The Robin Books, and Deadtime Stories: 
True Crime and Other Books are all within a 
block of each other. 

Casey Holland and Eleanor Richards, who 
co-own Wayfaring Booksellers, 1027 S. Wash-
ington Ave., met while working at Curious 
Books and (the shop’s companion store) Ar-
chives Book Shop, in East Lansing. Owning a 
bookstore was a shared dream for the pair, and 
the two turned the dream into reality last year 
with a space inside REO Town Marketplace. 

Courtesy 

A photo dated 1862 showing the City Bookstore, believed to the first bookstore              
in Lansing, which was founded three years earlier. 

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse 

Nyshell Lawrence, the owner of Socialight Society bookstore, which she opened 
last year, stands in front of books written mostly by women of color.

A NEW CHAPTER 
Despite Amazon.com, Lansing’s indie bookstores 

are thriving, not dying 

Shoppers can browse a selection of primarily 
used books from science fiction, fantasy and 
mystery genres. 

Holland said they are “still learning the 
ropes” of what owning and running a business 
is like. 

“Bookstores are a special kind of magical 
place,” Holland said. “You come in here, and 
you can meet new people and be exposed to 
new ideas. There’s that saying: You find books 
that make you feel less alone.” 

Holland noted that many of her fellow indie 
bookstore owners in the area have been very 
helpful in giving them advice on running a shop. 

Just down the road from the marketplace 
that houses Wayfaring is The Robin Theatre, 
home of The Robin Books, 1105 S. Washington 
Ave., Lansing. 

Co-owner Dylan Rogers started the book-
shop in 2021 as a way for the theater to finan-
cially get by and also give himself something 
to focus on, with the cancellation of ticketed 
events during the shutdown. He said the book-
shop aspect of The Robin has given him time 
to slow his pace, compared to what life was like 

pre-pandemic. 
“As we emerge into this next phase, I want to 

do some things differently,” Rogers said. “The 
bookstore has, in a way, allowed me to do that, 
to some extent — limiting my hours and find-
ing space to think and just be in a place.” 

He grew his inventory of gently used litera-
ture through estate sales and auctions. Rogers 
takes donations and buys books from the pub-
lic, operating The Robin Books on Fridays and 
Saturdays. 

Across the street and a couple doors down 
from The Robin Books is Deadtime Stories: 
True Crime and Other Books, 1132 S. Wash-
ington Ave., Lansing, a spot for lovers of hor-
ror, true crime and dark history. Owner Jenn 
Carpenter started Deadtime Stories as an ex-
tension of her business, Scream Queen Pro-
ductions. 

“We’re definitely the only bookshop of our 
kind in the Midwest,” Carpenter claimed. “I’ve 
done extensive research, and I have not found 
a single other one.” 

Carpenter started Deadtime Stories in 2020, 
See Bookstores, Page 13
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearing to be held by the East Lansing Zoning 
Board of Appeals on May 4, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the East Lansing Hannah Community 
Center located at 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823:  

A public hearing will be held to consider an application from the Eastminster Child Develop-
ment Center located at 693 N. Hagadorn Road for a variance from the following requirement 
of Chapter 50 of the Code of the City of East Lansing:

Section 50-147(1)a: within any yard bordering a street, fences or walls, other than retaining 
walls, shall not exceed three feet at the property line when the fence is less than 40 percent 
open and unobstructed.

The applicant is proposing to construct a six foot tall fence on the east property line along 
Hagadorn Road that exceeds the allowed three foot fence height limitation.

Materials related to the request are available for viewing at the Department of Planning, 
Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 
48823 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or on the City’s website located at 
www.cityofeastlansing.com/currentapplications.  Written comments may be sent prior to the 
public hearing to the Zoning Board of Appeals, City of East Lansing, 410 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing, Michigan, 48823, or by email to coelzba@cityofeastlansing.com.  If you have any 
questions about the application or variance process, please contact Planning and Zoning 
Administrator Peter Menser at 517.319.6861 or pmenser@cityofeastlansing.com.

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services 
must contact the City Manager’s Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 
319-6920 (TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at nmostel@cityofeastlansing.com. 

This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in compliance with 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

 Jennifer Shuster
 City Clerk  CP#22-079

operating in the basement of Old Town’s 
Thrift Witch. She said she quickly out-
grew the space, eventually making the 
move to her own storefront in March 
2021. Social media has helped her gain 
attraction, even though Carpenter said 
“social media promotion is exhausting.” 

After others insisted, Carpenter gave 
TikTok a try. She’s got nearly 30,000 
followers (@screamqueen517) because 
of her scream queen content, most of 
which revolves around what’s going on 
at Deadtime Stories.  

“I started putting some energy into 
TikTok and the following grew pretty 
quickly,” Carpenter said. “The videos 
get around pretty well. And that really 
opened up the people that are coming 
from other states to see us.” 

Carpenter added she’s glad to be part 
of the recent explosion of indie book-
stores in Lansing. It’s even better that 
each store has its own niche content, 
and the diverse batch of store owners 
champion one another.  

“We took that love of books and book-
stores, then applied our own personal 
style to each one,” she said. “We’re very 
supportive, and we make sure to send 
customers each other’s way.” 

One of the other new shops in the 
REO Town area is A Novel Concept, 
222 S. Washington Square, Lansing, 
which started last year in the Middle 
Village Micro Market on Washington 
Square. 

“We primarily focus on featuring un-
derrepresented voices, which is some-
thing a lot of the other bookstores also 
touch on,” said Elise Jajuga, co-owner of 
A Novel Concept. “But we are also very 
big on approachability and accessibility. 
We want our place to be warm and com-
fortable.” 

Jajuga met Christine Bennett, the 
other co-owner and co-founder of the 
shop, during a game of adult kickball 
back in 2017. The two, who belonged to 
the same book club, shared a passion for 
literature. 

Bennett added they pride themselves 
on being able to give customers per-
sonalized reading recommendations. 
She also is grateful for the camaraderie 
among the indie bookstores in Lansing, 
especially with a “common competitor 
in Amazon and other big-box chain 
stores.” 

“One of our long-term goals is putting 
Lansing on the map as an indie book-
store capital of the country,” Bennett 
said. “It would be really cool for Lan-
sing to be the model that other cities 

look to, to say, ‘Look, 
indie bookstores are not 
dying, because we can 
see the success they’re 
having and the support 
they’re getting from the 
community.’” 

Another bookstore 
that opened in Lan-
sing this year was The 
Resistance, 515 W. Io-
nia St., founded by 
Emily Dievendorf and 
Fae Mitchell. With the 
motto “From books to 
boots,” the two hope to 
inspire change and heal-
ing within the Capital 
City community. It was 
founded on the belief 
that oppressed commu-
nities should have the 
opportunity to be cele-
brated and represented. 

“We started on an ef-
fort to create a space 
that is focused on all of 
the communities that 
are impacted by oppres-
sion, and lack of access 
to opportunity,” Dieven-
dorf said. 

She wants The Resis-
tance to be a shop where 
customers can see them-
selves “more accurately 

Courtesy 

The storefront of Everybody Reads on Michigan Avenue, 
which also houses Triple Goddess Bookstore.

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse 

Ray Walsh holding one of the many books for sale 
inside of Archives Book Shop. He opened Archives in 
1987.

represented in both fiction narratives 
and in accounts of history” rather than 
how they would be in a traditional book-
store or library setting. 

“We wanted to do that because of the 
challenges we see at this time in histo-
ry to build stronger social movements, 
and build better bonds with each other, 
so we can make stronger, faster progress 
towards our own equity,” Dievendorf 
added. 

Nyshell Lawrence, owner of Social-
ight Society in the Lansing Mall, 5454 
W. Saginaw Hwy., is also hoping to 
spark important conversations about 
celebrating Black women. She found-
ed Socialight in 2021 as a pop-up, but 
then upgraded to her own storefront in 
January. Inspiration for the shop came 
after Lawrence visited a bookstore with 

Bookstores
from page 12

See Bookstores, Page 14
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her husband and noticed its minuscule, 
disappointing selection of women of 
color authors.  

“It’s really important for people to be 

able to see themselves, whether that’s 
in books or commercials or whatever,” 
Lawrence said. “A lot of times, especially 
in the Black community, we are under-
represented and the standard we have to 
look up to does not look anything like us.” 

Lawrence noted it’s “been a long time 
since there was a dedicated Black book-
store.” But, luckily, her shop is a step in 
the right direction.  

“That’s inspirational for kids,” said 
Lawrence, the mother of four daughters. 
“Moms come in here with their daugh-
ters and say, ‘This is a Black woman who 
owns this store.’ It’s sad we have to say 
that, but it’s necessary because the rep-
resentation hasn’t always been there.” 

In Socialight, customers can expect to 
see classic, contemporary and children’s 
literature — most authored by wom-
en of color. Lawrence wanted to make 
the store feel homey and familiar for 
her customers. With that in mind, she 
filled the cozy shop with emerald green 
couches, cushioned chairs and an elec-
tric fireplace on the back wall. 

Lawrence also commented on the 
companionship among many of the 
newer indie bookstores. Each shop is 
“very important,” especially with many 
being women owned. 

“Bookstores, for a long time, have 

Courtesy

Some of the books for sale inside REO 
Town’s Deadtime Stories: True Crime 
and Other Books. 

Bookstores
from page 13

See Bookstores, Page 15

“There is more treasure in 
books than in all the pirate’s 
loot on Treasure Island.”
  -Walt Disney

Curious Book Shop
307 E. Grand River, E. Lansing
332-0112 We validate parking

Mon.-Sat. 10-7pm, Sun. 12-5 pm
curiousbooks.com

Archives Book Shop
519 W. Grand River, E. Lansing

332-8444 Free Parking
Mon.-Sat. 11-6 pm, Sun. 12-5 pm

thearchivesbookshop@gmail.com

CITY OF EAST LANSING, MICHIGAN
NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE NO. 1509

Please take notice that Ordinance No. 1509 was adopted by the East Lansing City Council at its regular meeting held on April 
5, 2022 and will become effective upon the expiration of seven (7) days after the publication of the following ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 1509
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING USE 

DISTRICT MAP OF CHAPTER 50 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY 
OF EAST LANSING

THE CITY OF EAST LANSING ORDAINS:

The Zoning Use District Map is hereby amended to rezone the following described area from B-4 (Restricted Office Business 
District) to B-5 (Community Retail Sales Business District).   

218 West Lake Lansing Road, Parcel I.D. #33-20-01-01-402-008
Legal description: LOT 9 SUPERVISOR'S PLAT OF SWART ACRES SUB EXCEPT 

THE S 17 FT FOR RD ROW
224 West Lake Lansing Road, Parcel I.D. #33-20-01-01-402-007

Legal description: LOT 8 SUPERVISOR'S PLAT OF SWART ACRES SUB EXCEPT 
THE S 17 FT FOR RD ROW

A true copy of Ordinance No. 1509 can be inspected or obtained at the Office of the City Clerk at City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, 
East Lansing, Michigan 48823 (517.319.6914) during normal business hours.

       Jennifer Shuster
       City Clerk CP#22-081
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been about more than just books,” Law-
rence said. “They’re hubs to celebrate 
culture and to find like-minded peo-
ple. As long as there’s history, as long as 
there’s creativity, as long as there are still 
folks out there making, there’s definitely 
going to be a need for bookstores.” 

Scott Harris, owner of Everybody 
Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave., has 
used his shop as a learning center for 
community members since its estab-
lishment in 2006. Harris was moved to 
start the shop after identifying commu-
nity resources to get him and his daugh-
ters through the grief of his wife’s death 
in 2002.  

“We were fortunate in that we were 
able to identify resources in our com-
munity and take advantage of those,” 
Harris said. “As a result, the kids and 
I were able to work through grief and 
heal.” 

He wanted those resources to be avail-
able for all community members, espe-
cially those who are “underserved and 
underrepresented” and may not have 
had easy access to such resources. From 
the jump, he ensured the shop was a 
spot for people to learn about differ-
ent topics aside from family constructs 
— like feminism, the environment and 
mental health. 

Harris described the atmosphere of 
the Michigan Avenue store to be “dis-
arming,” and for those who may not fit 
in elsewhere, he wanted it to feel like a 
“safe space” for everyone.  

“That was a huge part of our original 
mission, to make certain we would find 
books that showed all different per-
mutations of families, whether it was a 
single-parent household or an LGBTQ 
household,” Harris said. “We wanted all 
the kids to feel like they could come into 
our store and see something that looked 
like their family.” 

Down the road in East Lansing is 
Curious Book Shop, 307 E. Grand 
River Ave., an independent bookshop 
that’s been surviving since 1970. Along 
with its other location, Archives Book 
Shop, 519 W. Grand River Ave., which 
opened in 1987, both locations have be-
come destination spots for literary buffs 
across the state.  

Both used book shops were founded 
by Ray Walsh, who started selling books 
as a student at Michigan State Univer-
sity in the late ‘60s. Walsh got his start 
after buying 1,000 science-fiction pa-
perbacks for $100. Customers can find 
thousands of books at both locations, 
though Curious tends to carry more 
popular culture items and Archives has 
culture and history literature. 

He said he wishes the new indie shops 
well, and he’s “glad that people are still 

Courtesy 

The dark exterior of Deadtime Stories: 
True Crime and Other Books — the 
perfect stop for horror, mystery and 
spooky literature. 

Courtesy 

Co-founder Fae Mitchell outside of The Resistance bookstore.

Bookstores
from page 14

See Bookstores, Page 16

reading” physical books. Buying from a 
brick-and-mortar shop allows for cus-
tomers to inspect books and judge their 
condition, compared to buying online 
or purchasing digital literature.  

“You always go by somebody else’s 
judgment of the book,” Walsh said of 
online book buying. “What one person 
calls acceptable may not be acceptable 
to you.” 

An alternative spot to purchase used 
books is the Used Book Shop in the 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, or 
GLADL, at 131 E. Jefferson St. Many 
other libraries in the area — like the 
Capital Area District Library — have 
similar programs in place.  

Stefanie Black, GLADL’s marketing 
coordinator, said that anyone can come 
in to purchase used books, not just li-
brary card holders. Book prices are set 
at whatever amount the buyer would 
like to donate, Black explained. 

“It’s important to be accessible for 
our community so they can get books 
for what they want to pay,” Black said. 
“They don’t have to go and pay full price 
at a bookstore for something that may 
have been on our shelves for a bit.” 
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By BILL CASTANIER 
Bookstores in Lansing have almost 

always been around.  
Although it’s difficult to pinpoint 

the exact opening date of City 
Bookstore, a photo dated from 
1862 captured the building at 
the corner of Washington Ave-
nue and Michigan Avenue, two 
years after the city was found-
ed. City Bookstore wasn’t far 
from blacksmiths and liveries 
in town, selling a general stock 
of new books and stationery.  

It was soon followed by 
Crotty’s and A.M. Emery book-
stores in the sleepy but soon-
to-be bustling downtown. John 
Crotty, the proprietor of Crot-
ty’s, was a Boston transplant. 
His bookstore, which opened 
its doors in 1888, had several 
locations during its 52 years of 
business in the downtown area 
40 years at the original loca-
tion before it gave way to new 
construction and moved to 110 
E. Allegan St. in 1921. It closed 
following the death of Crotty in 
1933. In 1888, Crotty served as 
mayor of Lansing. 

Another early bookstore in 
Lansing was A.M. Emery at 
116 N. Washington in 1874, lat-
er moving to 223 N. Washing-
ton in 1924. It closed during 
the Great Depression. To 
hedge his bet as a bookseller, 
Emery also sold window shades out of 
his bookstore. 

One of Lansing’s most famous book-

men was C.W. Ellison, who after work-
ing of variety of odd jobs, including 
driving a coal truck, opened Ellison’s 
Books in 1935 in the Strand Theatre and 

Arcade on Washington Avenue. Ellison 
opened a used bookstore at 101 Washt-
enaw St., and in 1942 he consolidated 

the two stores at the Washington loca-
tion. It stayed open until 1975, when El-
lison closed it due to failing health. The 
new location had served as a livery and 
an indoor golf range. A boxing club was 
on the upper floor. 

Ellison’s son, Raymond Ellison, said 
he worked in the bookstore as a young 
boy sweeping, sorting and shelving 
books and hauling a wagon overflowing 
with books to the post office.  

“The success of the store was due to 
the ambience of being in a 
basement, the tin ceiling, the 
creaking floors above and the 
numerous little nooks and 
crannies,” he said. “Dad would 
sit in a rocker and smoke his 
pipe or cigar — a no-no today.” 

Ellison said the bookstore 
was buoyed when his father 
bought the books of Michigan 
Supreme Court Justice How-
ard Weist and then stumbled 
on a tremendous cache of ac-
tion-adventure writer James 
Oliver Curwood books, papers 
and manuscripts at a storage 
locker auction. Included was 
an original oil painting of a 
“The Grizzly King,” which was 
used for the cover of one of 
Curwood’s books and hung in 
the store. 

Ellison said his father was 
a preservationist serving on 
the State Historical Commis-
sion for 18 years who “led the 
effort” to preserve and save 
original buildings on Macki-
nac Island.  

Ellison’s other son, James 
Whitfield Ellison, appears to 
have been inspired by his fa-
ther’s business, becoming a 
successful author and screen-

writer. Whitfield Ellison wrote seven 
novels, including “I’m Owen Harrison 
Harding,” which was a coming-of-age 

story of a young man set in a Midwest 
city much like Lansing. It wasn’t a co-
incidence that the young man’s father 
owned a bookstore. The thinly veiled 
story was widely acclaimed and com-
pared to “The Catcher in the Rye.” 

Also, during the 1930s Knapp’s De-
partment Store began selling books in 
a small shop on its mezzanine along 
with philatelic supplies and stationery. 
Arbaugh’s Department Store also sold 
books in its downtown store. 

Fast forward to the mid-20th century, 

Other bookstores that found a home in 
Greater Lansing, some with their approximate 
opening dates, and are now closed include: 
 

Gibson's Books and Beans (near LCC and MSU) 

B Dalton Booksellers in the Lansing and Meridian Mall in the early 
1980s 

Waldenbooks in Lansing and Meridian Mall in the late 1970s 

Anderson's Book and Gift Store in 1930 in the Hotel Olds building 

Frandor Family Book Store  

Family Christian Book Store at the Jolly-Cedar Plaza 

Rosary Book & Gift Shop on West Ionia Street opens in 1952 near 
Belen's Flowers; now operating on West Saginaw 

State College Book Store at 130 W. Grand River Ave.-East Lansing 

Michigan Book & Bible Shop at 320 W. St. Joseph St. 

Michigan Adventist Book Center at 320 W. Joseph St. 

The Book Barn at 1673 Haslett Road in Haslett, and at 5429 W. 
Saginaw Hwy. in 1986 and closed in 2003.

The Book Trader Book Trader a paperback exchange store like the 
Book Barn, in 2003 on Waverly Road 

The Book Mart at 320 N. Capitol Ave. 

Capital City Comics Book at 2004 E. Michigan Ave. 

Family Book Store in the Meridian Mall, Okemos 

Webster's Books in the Meridian Mall, Okemos 

Matthews Stat Medical Books at 5015 Park Lake Road in East 
Lansing 

The Mountain Books and Gifts at 302 S. Waverly Road 

Ned's Bookstore at 135 E. Grand River Ave, East Lansing 

Family Christian book store in the Joly-Cedar Plaza 

Bookshelf Book Store behind Kroger's in Holt —temporarily closed 

Logos Bookstore 220 MAC Ave., East Lansing 

Zondervann’s Family Bookstore, Lansing 

Bookstores
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Deadtime Stories: 
True Crime and Other Books
The one and only true crime 

bookshop in the Midwest

1132 S Washington Ave, Lansing, MI 48910

EVERYbody reads 
because EVERYbody matters

2019 E. Michigan Ave, Lansing, MI 48912
(517)-346-9900

everybodyreads@sbcglobal.net
facebook.com/EverybodyReads

Triple Goddess Bookstore
We are passionate booksellers,

But our true calling remains creating and 
sustaining community.

Open 7 days a week, Noon-6pm
2019 East Michigan Ave

Lansing, MI 48912

(517) 883-3619  and  (517) 346-9900

We are passionate booksellers,
But our true calling remains creating and 

sustaining community.

Open 7 days a week, Noon-6pm
2019 East Michigan Ave

Lansing, MI 48912

(517) 883-3619  and  (517) 346-9900
Comic Books 

See Bookstores, Page 18

The past of Lansing’s bookstores  



Jenkins

City Pulse • April 13, 2022  www.lansingcitypulse.com   17

job, Luisa is a perfect example,” Williams 
said. “She’s done amazing reporting on inter-
national students at Michigan State Univer-
sity. She can cover those topics with a level 
of empathy and understanding that I would 
never be able to.” 

On the evening before the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine, FOX 47 News broadcasted 
interviews that Wiewgorra conducted with 
local Ukrainian immigrants. Wiewgorra said 
she appreciates having the opportunity to 
widen the view of Europe for local audiences 

and to help humanize 
global events. 

“I want our view-
ers to empathize with 
what is happening 
among people in other 
countries and people 
who come from other 
countries,” Wiewgorra 
said. 

Senior multime-
dia journalist Tianna 

Jenkins helps steer FOX 47 News’ equity, di-
versity and inclusion committee and invites 
members of the community to speak with 
their team at the station.  

“We want to hear how they believe the 
community is portrayed in the media and 
the types of things 
we can be doing to 
make ourselves better 
in our coverage,” Jen-
kins said. 

Jenkins said her 
team has developed 
a “diversity Rolodex” 
with hundreds of 
community sources 
to help ensure they 
are inclusive of all of 
the people who can speak on any given topic. 

Jenkins said she values working in a news-
room that invites daily conversations around 
representation of the community. 

Wiewgorra

Start at LCC. Finish at 
a four-year university. You belong here

lcc.edu/youbelong

LANSING COMMUNITY COLLEGE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION/EMPLOYER.

Equity, diversity and inclusion 
a priority for Fox47 News 

 By MELODEE MABBITT 
FOX 47 News Director Jessie Williams 

said a local mother who recently lost her 
young child to gun violence approached a 
FOX 47 News reporter at a press event about 
violence in Lansing and said: “I appreciate 
that you didn’t just show up for this part. You 
covered what happened to our kids, you cov-
ered the aftermath of that, and now you’re 
here.” 

“This is the kind of 
win we’re after,” Wil-
liams said. “Research 
shows a lot of com-
munities don’t feel 
like they are well-rep-
resented and if they 
are represented on-air 
or in content, it is in a 
negative way. We were 
given the chance to re-
ally make this matter, 

and so that is what we did.” 
FOX 47 News, launched January 2021, is 

owned by E.W. Scripps Co., whose corporate 
equity, diversity and inclusion team was cre-
ated in April 2018. Its efforts focus on goals 
in four areas: racial and ethnic diversity, gen-
der representation, LGBTQIA and military 
veterans. Williams shaped the FOX 47 News 
team according to the company’s explicit 
goals.  

“We’re racially diverse, we have people 
who come from different parts of the coun-
try, journalists who like different genres of 
journalism,” she said. “Everyone at the table 
brings their perspective, the things that they 
are passionate about, and the things in their 
lives that make them who they are.” 

In addition to deliberately shaping a di-
verse team, FOX 47 News embeds reporters 
to develop stories from within neighbor-
hoods; it claims it has more reporters than 
any other news outlet in mid-Michigan. Re-
porters then do the work of several people, 
each performing as their own cameraperson, 
editor and reporter — and some then return 
to the studio to also anchor the news. 

“Moments that make my heart sing are 
when reporters come back and say that peo-
ple are stopping us on the street and saying 
that they feel well-represented, as who they 
are personally, or their neighborhood is rep-
resented. That’s the number one goal,” Wil-
liams said. 

Multimedia journalist Luisa Wiewgor-
ra is an immigrant with a German accent 
who anchors the morning news broadcast. 
Williams said concerns about hiring on-air 
talent with a thick accent did initially cross 
her mind. But “I am going to hire top talent 
regardless of her accent,” she noted. 

“When it comes to showing how someone’s 
life experiences make them better at their 

After the murder of George 
Floyd in 2020, newsrooms 
across the nation came under 
fire as social justice protests 
decried the lack of diversity in 
media. 

Workers in the news busi-
ness were more likely to be 
white males than other oc-
cupations, according to an 
analysis conducted by the Pew 
Research Center. Now, a shift 
is happening in newsrooms 
across the nation. A Medill 
Media Industry Survey in late 
2021 found 71% of media 
members said initiatives to 
promote diversity, equity and 

inclusion were having positive impacts in 
their newsrooms. 

One Black employee at Fox 47 News 
sought anonymity to speak candidly about 
her employer. 

While Scripps offers equity, diversity and 
inclusion training, she does not believe that 
the work is highly valued at the local level be-
cause the heavy workload involved in acting 
as reporter, cameraperson, and editor is not 
lightened when training sessions are offered. 

“What is happening is that you have to 
make a decision: Do I want to attend this di-
versity training, or do I want to make sure 
my story doesn’t fall through?” she said. 

A significant issue, the woman said, was 
the power structure of newsroom decisions. 

“These people you see in front of the cam-
era are not making decisions about what is 
news and what is going to be covered. You 
have only white people making those deci-
sions. This is not just our newsroom, it hap-
pens all over the place,” she said. 

As a Black person, she has had to challenge 
white leadership to bring her own voice to 
her coverage.  

“We see things through two different lens-
es. I cannot see the world through the eyes 
of a 40-something year old white guy. And I 
guess he can’t see it through my eyes either,” 
she said. 

In response to these criticisms, Williams 
said building a team that is reflective of the 
many perspectives in the community is an 
ongoing effort. Of three people on their lead-
ership team, one is a person of color. Scripps 
hosted nine trainings in 2022 alone, and 
Williams agreed staff needed time and space 
to participate in this work. 

“One of Scripps' leadership practices is en-
couraging the team to ‘challenge the process.’ 
Our newsroom practices this regularly, which 
is a good thing. I am dedicated to building a 
newsroom culture where everyone feels safe 
to challenge the process in a respectful and 
productive way,” said Williams.  

Courtesy Fox 47 News 

Lauren Shields (left) and Yasmeen Ludy of the Fox 47 news 
team.

Williams



By CHELSEA PHILLIPS 
Jessica and Tim Walter spent over 

$40,000 in pursuit of becoming par-
ents. They started the One Wish Foun-
dation as a way of supporting families 
who also struggled with infertility.  

Walter faced a cervical cancer scare, 
multiple surgeries and a diagnosis of 
Polycystic Ovarian Syndrome (PCOS) 
on her journey to motherhood. 

“All the struggle that we went through, 
we felt called to help others in that sit-
uation,” Walter said. She serves as the 

foundation’s 
executive di-
rector. 

V a r i o u s 
health issues 
led the Wal-
ters down 
an expensive 
path to be-
coming par-
ents. After 

their marriage in 2015, they knew they 
would require fertility support because 
Walter was not ovulating on her own. 
This meant Walter needed medication 
to conceive. After a miscarriage, Walter 
came across an opportunity to adopt. 

She and her husband bonded 
with the birth mother during 
pregnancy, and they were able 
to attend doctor’s appointments 
along the way. 

“They just really made us feel 
like the parents,” Walter said of 
the birth parents. 

When their son turned 4 
months old, the Walters began to 
think about giving him a sibling. 
Part of their hold-up was the cost 
— having spent over $30,000 
pursuing his adoption alone. 

“That was a cheaper amount, 
because we didn’t need to pursue 
with an agency,” she said. 

The Walters decided that they 
would try in vitro vitro fertil-
ization, or IVF, for their second 
child. They wanted to give their 
second child a special story as well 
and opted to use donor embryos. 
Walters added “love makes family, 
not DNA.” They hoped to help others on 
the journey to parenthood and founded 
One Wish.  

“We knew once we were on the other 
side of things, it was important to us to 
provide financial support for others go-

ing through that,” she said.  
Through the foundation, those im-

pacted by infertility can find financial 
support for fertility treatments and 
adoption costs. The founders have com-
mitted to giving a minimum of $500 
of their own money each year to one 

recipient. The rest 
of the grant money 
comes directly from 
donations. Grants 
are available to any-
one in Michigan, not 
just in the Lansing 
area. 

Beyond the financial aspect, the foun-
dation, which is still pending 501(c)(3) 
status, also offers emotional support to 
those going through fertility treatments 
and adoption processes. Each board 
member has been personally affected 
by infertility. Walter herself detailed her 
own story on the foundation’s website, 
and she encourages others to reach out 
to share their stories.  

“I think that’s what builds a commu-
nity, everyone sharing their story. some-
one’s going to read that, and it’s going to 
resonate,” Walter said. 

The One Wish Foundation will host 
its first annual 5K walk, called “Baby 
Steps for Hope,” May 1 at Sharp Park, 
1401 Elmwood Rd. in Lansing. Regis-
tration is not required. Donations will 
be accepted, with proceeds going to-
ward funding infertility treatments and 
adoption fees.  
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Courtesy

Jessica and Tim Walter spent thousands of 
dollars on their journey to becoming the par-
ents of two boys.  

The One Wish 
Foundation 

Lansing, MI 

(517) 505-1515 

contact@
theonewishfoundation.com 

theonewishfoundation.com  

Organization provides resources for wishful parents  
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in 1971 and in Colonial 
Village in 1974. All loca-
tions were short-lived, 
displaced by escalating 
rents and urban renewal.  

 Jocundry’s in East 
Lansing was the go-to 
bookstore in town when 
it opened in 1976 at 210 
M.A.C. Ave. The store 
thrived and had the feel of 
a mini-Borders. It became 
a social gathering place for 
Michigan State University 
professors and students. 
The store survived the loss 
of its owner and co-found-
er, John Robinson, who 
died in 1979. In 1991, 
the store moved to 515 E. 
Grand River Ave. until its 
closing two years later in 
December 1993.  

Owner Madra Robin-
son cited big 
box stores 
for part of 
the reason 
for clos-
ing. In 1994, Grand River 
Books opened in the for-
mer Jocundry’s on Grand 
River, only lasting a few 
years. 

Schuler Books, a Grand 
Rapids book chain, is 
owned by former Borders 
employees. They opened 
near the Okemos Meijer in 
1990. It was spacious, of-
fering new books and gifts. 
It held a steady stream of 
author appearances, in-
cluding Richard Ford, an 
MSU grad and Pulitzer 
Prize fiction award winner 
for “Independence Day.” 
In 2001, Schuler books 
moved to Meridian Mall, 
where it still operates.  

A second location of Schuler Books, 
located in Eastwood Towne Center, 
opened in 2003. It operated until 2018, 
when the lease expired. The Eastwood 
location saw some of the largest author 
events ever in Lansing, including David 
Sedaris in 2015 and Caroline Kennedy 
the year before. Both authors attracted 
thousands of book lovers.  

Barnes & Noble, a big box bookstore, 
became a disruptor in the local book 
scene after it opened an Okemos location 
in 1992. The store was so busy, it con-
sidered adding a parking lot to support 
weekend crowds. In 2001, Barnes & No-
ble moved on to Grand River Avenue in 
East Lansing. Across town, the Lansing 
Mall’s Barnes & Noble opened — it still 
operates there. In 2012, the East Lansing 
location closed while the book industry 
endured major restructuring.   

Bookstores
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Looking for a book? Here’s where to find 
it in Greater Lansing 
Triple Goddess Bookstore, 2019 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing 

Everybody Reads LLC, 2019 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing 

The Resistance Bookstore, 515 W. Ionia St., Unit 2, Lansing 

Book Burrow (inside the Capital Area District Library), 401 
S. Capitol Ave. 

Wayfaring Booksellers, 1027 S. Washington Ave., Lansing 

Curious Book Shop, 307 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing 

Archives Book Shop, 519 W. Grand River Rd., East Lansing 

A Novel Concept, 222 S. Washington Square, Lansing (2021) 

Deadtime Stories: True Crime and Other Books, 1132 S. 
Washington Ave., Lansing 

Coyote Wisdom Bookstore, 2338 N. Grand River Ave., Lansing 
(2019) 

Minds Eye Publishing, 3218 Reo Road., Lansing  

Socialight Society, 5454 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing 

Schuler Books, 1982 W. Grand River Road, Okemos (Meridian 
Mall) 

The Robin Books (inside the Robin Theater), 1105 S. 
Washington Ave., Lansing 

Summit Comics and Games, 216 S. Washington Square, Suite 
B, Lansing 

A&A Comic Book Store, 421 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing 

Bestsellers Bookstore, 360 S. Jefferson St., Mason 

Used Book Sale shop (in GLADL), 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge 

The Bookshelf (Holt), 2495 N. Cedar St., Holt 

Barrett’s Books, 111 W. Grand River Ave., Williamston 

The Book Farm, 141 W. Grand River Ave., Williamston 

when book and news services were sell-
ing around Lansing. Paramount News 
Center on Washington Avenue opened 
as early as 1952. Community News Cen-
ter had locations in Frandor, the Meridi-
an Mall and on West Saginaw Street. Its 
last location in Frandor closed in 2008. 
At one point in the mid-1970s, Commu-
nity and Paramount were rolled togeth-
er by local entrepreneur Alan Suits. 

Also, Readmore News Center, at one 
time, had three locations in Lansing, in-
cluding one downtown. It closed its last 
branch on South Cedar in 2006 after 30 
years, citing online competition and big 
box stores. Longtime customers missed 
their large selection of magazines. 

Revealers of the Hidden Truth, which 
sold African American-centric books, 

opened on Washington Square in 1991. 
Five years later, the store closed. In 
1994, two entrepreneurs opened The 
Real World Emporium, which focused 
on gay and lesbian issues. The shop was 
one of the first to focus on such topics. It 
continued business until 1998.  

Way Station Books & Stuff opened 
on Washington Square in 2002, selling 
used and collectible books. The store was 
owned and operated by Randy Glumm, a 
former promotional manager for Barnes 
& Noble in Meridian Mall closed its 
downtown location in 2007 and moved 
into the old John Bean plant on South 
Cedar Street, where it operated for sever-
al years before closing. 

As is expected in East Lansing, there 
was an emergence of new and used 
bookstores in the ’70s,’80s and ‘90s. 

Tom Sawyer’s Book Raft opened its 
first location in 1971 at 255 Ann St., 
and two others, at 309 N. Washington 

Scott Harris 

An aisle of Readmore News Center 
around 15 years ago. 

Scott Harris 

The business and games aisle of Read-
more, which closed its last branch in 2006. 
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Still in the green room Still in the green room 

Who will own and operate Lansing’s performing arts center? 
By LAWRENCE COSENTINO 

Two and a half months after Lansing 
Mayor Andy Schor announced plans to 
build a downtown performing arts cen-
ter, the players are still backstage, work-
ing out who will own and operate it. 

Meanwhile, the project team has con-
tacted a venue similar to the planned 
Lansing facility, Old Forester’s Paris-
town Hall in Louisville, Kentucky, for 
advice on how to proceed with the next 
step — fundraising and marketing nam-
ing opportunities. 

“The focus for the past two months is 
on getting the ownership and manage-
ment model right,” Dominic Cochran, 
director of the Lansing Public Media 
Center, co-director of the Capital City 
Film Festival and a key player in the 
project, said.  

“We’re close to an answer,” he said. 
“We still feel good about breaking 
ground and going vertical in fall of this 
year, or first thing next year, with the 
goal of opening in fall 2024.” 

The proposed venue is designed to fill 
a hole in the local arts and entertain-
ment market and draw national rock, 
country, hip-hop, comedy and other at-
tractions that now skip Lansing to play 
in Detroit or Grand Rapids. 

It would also fill a physical gap, a 
mostly vacant lot at the corner of Wash-
ington Avenue and Lenawee Street. 

In addition to a box-style concert ven-
ue that would hold 1,400 seats or 2,000 
standing concertgoers, it will also be the 
permanent home of the Lansing Public 
Media Center and, possibly, All of the 
Above Hip-Hop Academy and the Lan-
sing Art Gallery. 

Cochran said the participation of the 
latter two organizations is a key variable.  

“They have to make a massive decision 
about a permanent home,” he said. 

Terms with both organizations would 
depend on whether they have the “abili-
ty or appetite” to raise a large amount of 
money up front and get a low lease rate 
“because they helped build it,” Cochran 
said. 

“At the other extreme, if they brought 

Benjamin Norton Photography

The project team planning a downtown performing arts center in Lansing is getting 
advice from the staff of a comparable venue, Old Forester’s Paristown Hall in 
Louisville, Kentucky.
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nothing to the table up front, it would be 
a higher lease rate,” he said. “The reality 
is probably somewhere in the middle.” 

Several ownership models are on the 
table, including public ownership (by 
the city of Lansing), private ownership 
(by the developer, Lansing-based Dy-
maxion Development), a mix of the two, 
or an outside-the-box model such as a 
community land trust that would allow 
nonprofits like the Lansing Art Gallery 
to be equity partners. 

Cochran said that since the city will 
be the largest single contributor to the 
center, it would have a predominant po-
sition on the governing board. 

The center “could be owned by the de-
veloper and everybody leases space.” 

Jeff Deehan of Dymaxion Develop-
ment said he’s “wide open” to any own-
ership model. 

“We’re happy to act as the developer, 
or to sponsor any element of the project 
that’s required, or even to own,” Deehan 
said.  

The facility is expected to cost from 
$10 million to $20 million, depending 
largely on whether 40 apartments are 
included in the final design. Cochran 
said that an intermediate version pro-
posed in February, in which the apart-
ment shells are not fully built, has been 
ruled out. 

The city has already secured the $10 
million it needs to get the project under-
way: $2 million in state funding and an 
additional $8 million from the media 
center in upfront revenue expected from 
the bonding of public, educational and 
government access (PEG) cable fees. 

The apart-
ments make the 
project more ex-
pensive, but Co-
chran said they 
will bring in 
long-term reve-
nue, activate the 
block and bring 
other benefits to 
the project that 
make it worth 

the investment. 
“Besides, we could just go to a bank 

and get a bank loan for that part of it,” 
he said.  

But if enough private money is raised, 
on top of the PEG money and state funds 
already secured, the project could go for-
ward without incurring debt, which Co-
chran called an “ideal” outcome. 

When the ownership and manage-
ment structure is established, Capitol 
Fundraising Associates will kick a search 
for private donors into overdrive. 

A financial consultant has identified 
$3 million to $5 million in potential pri-
vate donations for the facility. 

The Lansing project team is compar-
ing notes with the staff of Old Forest-
er’s Paristown Hall. The box-style hall 

opened in July 
2019, holds 
about 2,000 
standing con-
cert-goers and 
bills itself as “a 
performing arts 
facility with 
the energy of a 
nightclub.” 

“The design 
of the building 

is similar, in terms of it not being a tra-
ditional concert hall with sloped floor 
seating, and the budget is similar,” Co-
chran said. “They’re helping us with how 
they approach private and corporate 
fund donors with those sponsorship and 
naming opportunities.” 

Another thing that is still up in the 
air is the Lansing venue’s name. Co-
chran said the project team is open to 
any suggestions, including naming the 
facility after Lansing attorney, arts pa-
tron and civic leader Jack Davis, who 
died in 2020, without seeing the long-
held dream of a performing arts center 
in Lansing come to fruition. 

Cochran admired Davis’ pragmatic em-
brace of the current performing arts cen-
ter model when a more expensive proj-
ect that would have housed the Lansing 
Symphony Orchestra collapsed in 2020. 

“He saw the writing on the wall, like 
we all did, that we wouldn’t be able to 
build that $60 million thing we all 
would have loved to build,” Cochran said. 
“But he was like, ‘Hey, they’re telling us 
this market needs a flat floor rock and 
roll venue. Maybe that’s what we should 
build.’ I consider him a colleague and a 
friend. All of those options are going to 
be discussed. It’s just not the time yet.” 

We still feel good about breaking 
ground and going vertical in fall of 
this year, or first thing next year, 
with the goal of opening in fall 2024.    
                      Dominic Cochran     



gin selling a limited number of “judg-
ing kits” — essentially backpacks filled 
with cannabis — to anyone who wants 
to serve as a judge in this year’s High 
Times Cannabis Cup in Michigan. 

Historically, the Cannabis Cup in 
Michigan has been judged by only 
about 200 of the state’s most renowned 
cannabis experts: the OG growers who 
have been growing the best bud for de-
cades and know all the ins and outs of 
the cultivation side of the industry, said 
Mark Kazinec, High Times’ director of 
competition and events. But for the last 
two years, the judging for the competi-
tion has been open to the public. Any-
one with at least $100 to blow can judge 
and the highest scores win. It’s a true 
democracy where real people can now 
decide the real victors. 

Kazinec added: “Judging is no lon-
ger just for the Snoop Doggs and Willie 
Nelsons of the world.” 

I tried to reserve myself a VIP judging 
seat, but I guess I’ll have to wait in line 
like everyone else. 

Here’s how it works: 
Pure Options, along with about a 

dozen other pot shops across the state, 
will be stocked with judging kits with 17 
different varieties of products ranging 
from $99 to $299. The store will only 
have 108 backpacks available. And since 
they’ll all be sold on a first-come-first-
serve basis, they’re expected to sell out 
quickly. I plan to get in line 
in the morning before the 
store opens. 

Each bag will include up 
to 42 samples of an assort-
ment of cannabis products 
based on the different cat-
egories of the competi-
tion. The gummy judging 
kits, for example, are $139 
and include 22 samples. 
Others have 30 prerolled 

joints for $219 and 38 grams of flower 
for $279. 

(My eyes are locked on one of the two 
recreational concentrate bags, so pick 
something else.) 

Because the world is still sort of all 
pandemicky, judges are asked to smoke, 
chew and vape their way through their 
samples at home and then report back 
to High Times with their ratings by June 
12. Cumulative scores are tallied based 
on the aesthetics, aroma, taste and ef-
fects of each product. The top-rated 
products will go on to be crowned can-
nabis royalty on June 26. 

This year’s competition features about 
1,300 more judges than last year — as 
well as more products from more ven-
dors in more categories, including five 
reserved for medical patients. 

The now globally famous competi-
tion first launched in Amsterdam in 
1988 and has since been expanded by 
High Times to include several state-lev-
el matchups, including in California, 
Colorado and Oregon. Pure Options’ 
Moonbow strain took several awards 
last year. Word on the street is they’ve 
managed to find a way to make it even 
better for this year’s competition. 

Kazinec said allowing more judg-
es from all walks of life to decide the 
results of the competition also helps 
brands get more realistic product feed-
back. Pot shops aren’t just selling their 

bud to long-time ston-
ers and growers; soccer 
moms like to smoke plen-
ty of weed nowadays too. 

He added: “We respect 
expert opinions, but we 
also like to hear from ev-
erybody. We used to have 
thousands of people ap-
plying to be a judge, and 
really didn’t like turning 
them all down.” 

Visit cannabiscup.com/michigan for 
more details and a full list of participat-
ing judge kit retailers.  

(Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusi-
ast who has been smoking marijua-
na just about every day for the last 
decade. Editor & Publisher Magazine 
has also labeled him as “arguably, the 
state’s authority on everything you 
need to know about cannabis.” Have 
a suggestion for a cannabis product?                                                                              
Email kyle@lansingcitypulse.com.) 

By KYLE KAMINSKI 
The penultimate competition of the 

state’s best recreational and medical 
cannabis products is landing in Lansing 
next week, and this weekend will likely 
be your only chance to join the fun. 

This year’s High Times Cannabis Cup 
in Michigan will be the largest event 
in its eight-year history, offering about 
3,300 everyday smokers statewide the 
opportunity to serve as real judges in 
this year’s “People’s Choice” competi-
tion, which is set to include nearly 500 
different products from 75 different 
brands — representing well more than 
a literal half-ton of flower, concentrates, 
edibles and other dank goodies ready to 
be reviewed this month, according to 
High Times. 

Beginning at 9 a.m. Saturday (April 
16), Pure Options in Frandor will be-
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Frandor
123 N Clippert St./

Saturday  |  April 16th  |  2:30-4pm 
MEET & GREET

Coming next week: 
The 420 Gift Guide 

Check out next week’s City 
Pulse for our annual 420 
edition — which actually 
prints on April 20 this 
year. I’ve been saving up a 
massive assortment of local 
cannabis products from 
a wide range of retailers 
across Greater Lansing for 
a special gift guide that you 
won’t want to miss. 

Due to a reporting error, last week’s Lansterdam 
in Review column titled “New pot shop makes 
loud entrance in South Lansing” requires a 
correction. LIV Cannabis, Lansing’s newest pot 
shop, is open 9 to 9 daily.  
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in Review:  
Terple Gang

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub. 

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds. 

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too. 

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor. 

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell. 

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.” 

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high. 

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high. 

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%. 

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.” 

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button. 

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output. 

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week. 

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year. 

Here’s a look at a few of them: 
Terple Gang — Bombulan 
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder. 

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed. 

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips. 

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry 
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes. 

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks. 

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too. 

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies 
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes. 

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty. 

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap. 

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com. 

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

High Times
Cannabis Cupr 

Want to judge the best weed in Michigan? Get in line 

Courtesy

Registered judges receive a High Times 
backpack filled with up to 42 samples 
of cannabis products. Ratings will be 
decided by popular vote. 

Correction 



City Pulse • April 13, 2022  www.lansingcitypulse.com 21

By CHLOE ALVERSON 
From the outside, Koala 

Tea & Coffee doesn’t look 
like much.  

The location, which is 
too small for customers to 
dine in, only offers takeout. 
But don’t let that fool you 
— owner Zhengang Chen 
ensures that every item pur-
chased is quality made and 
full of flavor.  

The shop features a small 
counter for customers to or-
der an array of teas, coffee 
and sweet treats.  

“Everyone likes sweets,” he 
said. “It doesn’t matter if it’s 
boba tea, desserts — every-
one loves sweets.”  

Chen’s first location, Koa-
la Bakery & Cafe at 2843 E. 
Grand River Ave., East Lan-
sing, opened in 2018. He 
was excited to expand to a 
second location across from 
Michigan State University’s campus. 
Being within walking distance of the 
university has greatly helped business, 
despite Koala Tea not having dine-in 
services.  

“The community is so friendly,” Chen 
said. “This is a really good spot down-
town, with campus across the street and 

the amount 
of small busi-
nesses nearby. 
This is a good 
spot for the 
traffic.” 

The des-
serts at Koala 
Tea & Coffee 
— which in-
cludes crepes, 
cheesecakes 
and cup-
cakes — are 
made fresh at 
the Meridi-
an Township 
location and 
brought to the 

East Lansing shop. 
Chen said he’s always loved sweets, 

but wanted to enjoy them without 
the added sugar. His wife began mak-
ing desserts with less sugar, and Chen 
turned it into a business. 

“I like the sweet stuff,” he said. “My ArtByNevin Art_By_Nevin

nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655 
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CITY OF EAST LANSING, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE NO. 1507

Please take notice that Ordinance No. 1507 was adopted by the East Lansing City Council 
at its regular meeting held on April 5, 2022 and will become effective upon the expiration of 
seven (7) days after the publication of the following ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 1507

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING USE DISTRICT
MAP OF CHAPTER 50 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY 

OF EAST LANSING

THE CITY OF EAST LANSING ORDAINS:

The Zoning Use District Map is hereby amended to rezone the following described area from 
RA (Residential Agricultural) to B5 (Community Retail Sales Business).   

210 West Lake Lansing Road, Parcel I.D. #33-20-01-01-402-009
Legal description: LOT 10 SUPERVISOR'S PLAT OF SWART ACRES SUB EXCEPT

THE S 17 FT FOR RD ROW

A true copy of Ordinance No. 1507 can be inspected or obtained at the Office of the City 
Clerk at City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan 48823 (517.319.6914) during 
normal business hours.
     Jennifer Shuster

City Clerk  CP#22-080

1 Motorcycle loan special of 0.50% rate discount valid 4/1/22 through 6/30/22. Actual rate will vary 
based on creditworthiness, term, amount financed, and age of motorcycle. To qualify for discounted 
rate, motorcycle must be 600cc or greater. Financing for qualified MSUFCU members, consumer 
accounts only. Discount cannot be combined with any other motorcycle offer or applied to existing 
MSUFCU motorcycle loans. Loan must be disbursed by 6/30/22 to receive discount. 2 The Ready to Ride 
Sweepstakes begins at midnight ET on 4/1/22 and ends at 11:59 p.m. ET 6/30/22. One member who 
opens a new motorcycle loan between 4/1/22 and 6/30/22 will be randomly selected to receive a $500 
MSUFCU Visa Gift Card. Motorcycle must be 600cc or greater to qualify. For full sweepstakes details, visit 
msufcu.org/readytoride.

Let your summer adventures begin in style. With flexible 
terms and a .50% rate discount off our low rates,1 
MSUFCU’s motorcycle loan can help you achieve freedom 
on the open road.

Plus, when you finance your motorcycle with MSUFCU, you 
could win a $500 Visa Gift Card to explore Michigan — or 
wherever the road may take you.2

Apply today!
msufcu.org/readytoride  

Courtesy 

Koala Tea & Coffee opened up in March and serves 
a variety of teas and sweets. 

Quality treats at East 
Lansing’s Koala Tea & Coffee

wife, seeing that, was always making 
desserts for me. It was just a hobby. But 
the hobby became a business, because 
not a lot of places were serving boba tea 
and desserts together.”  

Before his first Koala location, Chen 
had no prior business experience. Start-
ing a new shop was difficult, but he re-
ceived financial help from friends and 
family. He’s hoping to expand to a third 
location in the future.  

“The boba tea market is really increas-
ing,” Chen said. “I see a very good future 
for this. Hopefully, we can get bigger. 
Starbucks, Biggby and Panda Express, 
they all started small. So, why not us?” 

Koala Tea & Coffee 

223 M.A.C. Ave., East Lansing 
2 – 10 p.m. Monday 
12 – 10 p.m. Tuesday – 
Thursday, Sunday 
12 – 10:30 p.m. Friday & 
Saturday  
(517) 483-2265 
Koalatea-eastlansing.com  

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
INGHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent's Estate      Case No. DE-22384

Estate of Andrew G. Franklin McCullem. Date of birth: 1/21/1957.
TO ALL CREDITORS:    NOTICE TO CREDITORS:
The decedent, Andrew G. Franklin McCullem, died 2/18/2022. Creditors of the decedent are 

notified that all claims against the estate will be forever barred unless presented to Kwashena 
Sams, personal representative, or to both the probate court at 313 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 
48933, and the personal representative within 4 months after the date of publication of this notice. 

Date: March 28, 2022
Kwashena Sams
3431 Ronald St. 
Lansing, MI 48911                                                                                                        CP#22-076
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By CHLOE ALVERSON
Despite its East Lansing location, 

Risky Studios isn’t just for college 
students. Owners Joshua and Alicia 
Southern hope the multimedia pro-
duction studio will serve as a co-work-
ing space for creatives and businesses 
in the area.

Located on the lower level at 301 
M.A.C. Ave., the Southerns found a 
location that is easily accessible from 
Michigan State University and near 
the center of downtown East Lansing. 
Alicia Southern said that their studio 
will be a great 

resource for students who need access 
to things like recording equipment and 
editing software — things that often 
don’t fit into a college dorm room or 
college budget. 

The couple decided to open the pro-
duction studio after Joshua Southern’s 
production company — Risky Music 
Group — had outgrown its various 
locations within their Lansing home.

“With the desire to want to do more 
collaborations, and the opportunity to 
expand, we knew we had to get out of 
the house,” he said. “We’re at a point 
now where we want to share some of 
the wealth with the community.” 

The space features a recording 
booth, an audio production area and 
backdrops for photography opportu-
nities. Even with the small space, a lot 
can be accomplished in Risky Studios. 
The Southerns intend to build a direc-
tory of clients to promote their busi-

nesses as well — a perk that only Risky 
Studios members can enjoy. 

“Those trusted sources we have for 
photography or whatever it is, we want 
to have that business directory to say, 
‘Hey, do you need this? These are the 
people we trust to do those projects for 
you,’” Alicia Southern said. 

Membership packages are fitting for 
creatives who are using the space con-
sistently. For studio services like pod-
casting, photography and the record-
ing studio, there are hourly rates. An 
hour of music production and vocal 
recording starts at $50. The Southerns 
would be present to act as mentors and 
assist clients through the creative pro-
cess. 

The Southerns also plan to rent out 
the studio for small events of 20 people 
or fewer. Alicia Southern described it as 
a “micro-event space” for networking 
events, open mics and study groups. 

“Anybody who is wanting to venture 
off into any creative endeavor that you 
may have, you can get on our website 
and book some time,” Joshua Southern 
said. “Feel free to reach out.” 

Take the risk out of creating at Risky Studios

By CHELSEA PHILLIPS
Impression 5 Science Center is an 

interactive space for children and fam-
ilies to explore and create using all five 
senses. It is conveniently located in 
downtown Lansing, nestled just be-
tween the Riverwalk Theatre and the 
R. E. Olds Transportation Museum. It 
started in East Lansing in 1972 as one 
of the first interactive science museums 
in the country and made the move to its 
current location in 1982.

The center has spaces dedicated for 
newborns and 
beyond, with 
programs like 
D i s c o v e r y 
Time designed 
for children 
as young as 2, 
and the Youth 

Action Council for children fifth grade 
through 12th grade.

Impression 5 Science Center features 
both stationary and traveling exhib-
its. Executive director Erik Larson ex-
plained that proposals for new exhibits 
come from a variety of sources, such as 
members, staff and sponsors.

“Impression 5 has a team in place that 
actually researches and develops, proto-
types and fabricates its own exhibits,” 
Larson said. 

To supplement those exhibits, the 
museum brings in traveling exhibits 

from all over the country. Creating new 
exhibits can take up to two and a half 
years, according to Larson.

“We know our members and visitors 
want to see new exhibits much more 
frequently than that,” he said. 

Along with the delight of celebrating 
50 years of operation this April, Larson 
said there are exciting changes coming. 
One update the museum is looking to 
do would replace the climbing struc-
ture in the First Impression Room — a 
learning space designated for children 
ages birth to 4 years old. There are plans 
to add a second nursing room, which 
will be located on the first floor of the 
science center. Another change will be 
the addition of a café inside the current 
snack and eating area.

Bringing back Member Nights is also 
on the list of upcoming changes, accord-
ing to Larson. He explained that these 
events were “wrapped around a theme 
or opening of an exhibit” and happened 

several times each year prior to the pan-
demic.

Like many organizations and busi-
nesses, Impression 5 Science Center’s 
operations were impacted by the pan-
demic. Previously, Larson said the mu-
seum had around 3,700 members. That 
number dropped by half during the 
pandemic. The museum’s hours were 
also affected.

“Prior to the pandemic, we were open 
six days a week to the public,” Larson 

said. “We were open until 5 o’clock.”
The museum is open to the public 

four days a week with shortened hours. 
The hour adjustment and operation 
days are things the museum continues 
to evaluate as the pandemic continues, 
Larson said.

Sponsors and government programs 
helped Impression 5 during the pan-
demic, but Larson said that the muse-
um is always looking for more volun-
teers and funding for future projects.

Lasting impressions at Impression 5 Science Center

Impression 5 
Science Center
200 Museum Drive, Lansing
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday – Sunday
(517) 485-8116
Impression5.org
$12 non-member admission Courtesy

The First Impression Room is one of the many exhibits at Impression 5 Science 
Center where young children can safely play and explore.

This occa-
sional 
feature 
highlights 
events and 
milestones 
at local 
nonprof-
its. If you 
would like to 

submit a suggestion please email chloe@
lansingcitypulse.com

Courtesy

Joshua and Alicia Southern celebrated 
the grand opening of Risky Studios on 
Saturday (Feb. 26). Risky Studios

301 M.A.C. Ave., Suite 106, 
East Lansing
(989) 341-3652
booking@
riskystudioslansing.com 
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420 SALE

4421 W Saginaw HWY - Lansing
 www.NaturesKyoor.com

50-75% OFF EVERYTHNG!

1 GRAM CARTS -10 FOR $100!
APRIL 18TH - 24TH

CARTS - FLOWER - DISPOSABLES - DABS - BONGS
TINCTURE - DAB RIGS - BACKPACKS - STASH BOXES

BLANKETS - SWEATSHIRTS - EDIBLES
OOZE GEAR - COOKIES GEAR - BACKWOODS GEAR 

HUGE EDIBLE SELECTION
OVER 60 TYPES TO CHOOSE FROM
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SPRING 
is coming!

Come see our 
new products 
for your plant 

and gardening 
needs!

… and so much more!… and so much more!

Shop Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Our Flower Shop Our Flower Shop 
creates beautiful creates beautiful 

arrangements!arrangements!
Delivery is availableDelivery is available

Start planning your Start planning your 
garden and yard decorgarden and yard decor
We have everything you We have everything you 

need to spruce it up!need to spruce it up!

LandscapingLandscaping
ServicesServices

Clean Up Clean Up •• Mulching Mulching
Contact us for Contact us for 

Outdoor ServicesOutdoor Services
517-322-2671517-322-2671

1434 E. Jolly Road | Lansing 
517-882-3115 | lansinggardensllc.com

Find us on 
Facebook!
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“Room Dividers”-
-some partitioned 
phrases. 
by Matt Jones 

Across 
1. Letter before lambda 
6. Tale spinner 
10. Ear warmer 
14. Snacks in sleeves 
15. Award now presented 
by the American Theatre 
Wing (previously the 
Village Voice) 
16. Huron’s neighbor 
17. Classical symphony 
also called “Eroica” 
20. Wild West Wyatt 
21. Showtime show that 
returned with “New 
Blood” 
22. Twelvesome in a 
Crash Test Dummies title 
23. “The Last King of 
Scotland” name 
25. Go on the radio 
27. Outdoor alternative 
to D&D with actual 
props 
36. Minecraft substance 
37. Power 
38. Madagascar primate 
39. Have an itch for 
41. DMV worker in 
“Zootopia” 
43. Response when you 
identify with something 
that happened to you 
44. Provide with gear 
46. Went over like ___ 
balloon 
48. Pester 
49. Marathoner’s 
specialty 
52. Jacques Plante’s 
jersey number (retired 
by the Montreal 
Canadiens) 
53. Official language in 
Vientiane 
54. Garment with hooks 
57. Response when you 
identify with something 
that maybe happened 
to you? 

61. Outscore 
65. Modernist sculptor 
who became a Dame 
in 1965 
68. Leave voluntarily 
69. Hair colorist 
70. “Absolutely Fabulous” 
mother 
71. KFC side 
72. Princess who’s 
Dorothy Gale’s best 
friend, in the book series 
73. Up to this point 

Down 
1. Japanese seaport 
famous for beef 
2. Geometry class 
calculation 
3. Member of the jury 
pool 
4. Crusty frozen food 
entree 
5. Barty with a March 
2022 tennis retirement 
announcement, to fans 
6. Valentine’s Day theme 
7. Alpine wild goat 

8. “___ No Sunshine” 
9. Put back in a baggie 
10. “It’s just OK” 
11. Panic! At The Disco 
singer Brendon 
12. Mattress option 
13. Government agents, 
for short 
18. Execrable 
19. Experimental period 
24. 76ers legend, 
familiarly 
26. Dark deli breads 
27. Emulated a cow 
28. Mosul resident 
29. “King Richard” 
character 
30. Pale purple color 
31. School, on the Seine 
32. Director 
Bogdanovich 
33. Singer Coppola 
34. “Cars” and “Are 
‘Friends’ Electric?” 
singer Gary 
35. Duane Allman’s 
brother 

40. Second-oldest of the 
Jackson 5 
42. Use a pulley 
45. Bamboo-munching 
beast 
47. Type of test no longer 
done on “Maury” (once 
the series ends in 2022) 
50. ___-well 
51. Z-lister 
54. Grilling events, briefly 
55. Gomez Addams 
portrayer Julia 
56. Operatic highlight 
58. Blue Ivy Carter’s dad 
59. “Uh, I’m right here ...” 
60. Designer Wang 
62. Brockovich who 
inspired a movie 
63. ___ point (never) 
64. Leave out of the 
freezer 
66. Texting shorthand 
that some end with 
“dubs” 
67. Haunted house 
decoration 

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 29

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

SUDOKU     Intermediate

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, column, and 
outlined 3-by-3 box 
contains the numbers 1 
through 9 exactly once. 
No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 29

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny         April 13-19, 2022 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): “I have lived my life 
according to this principle: If I’m afraid of it, then 
I must do it.” Aries author Erica Jong said that. 
Since I’m not an Aries myself, her aspiration is too 
strong for me to embrace. Sometimes I just don’t 
have the courage, willpower, and boldness to do 
what I fear. But since you decided to be born as an 
Aries in this incarnation, I assume you are more 
like Erica Jong than me. And so it’s your birthright 
and sacred duty to share her perspective. The 
coming weeks will be an excellent time to carry 
out another phase of this lifelong assignment. 
 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): “Sometimes 
suffering is just suffering,” writes novelist Kate 
Jacobs. “It doesn’t make you stronger. It doesn’t 
build character.” Now is your special time to shed 
suffering that fits this description, Taurus. You are 
authorized to annul your relationship with it and 
ramble on toward the future without it. Please 
keep in mind that you’re under no obligation to 
feel sorry for the source of the suffering. You 
owe it nothing. Your energy should be devoted to 
liberating yourself so you can plan your rebirth 
with aplomb. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): “I am very much 
afraid of definitions, and yet one is almost forced 
to make them,” wrote painter Robert Delaunay 
(1885–1941). “One must take care, too, not to be 
inhibited by them,” he concluded. He was speaking 
of the art he created, which kept evolving. In his 
early years, he considered his work to be Neo-
Impressionist. Later he described himself as a 
“heretic of Cubism,” and during other periods 
he dabbled with surrealism and abstract art. 
Ultimately, he created his own artistic category, 
which he called Orphism. Everything I just said 
about Delaunay can serve you well in the coming 
months, Gemini. I think you’ll be wise to accept 
definitions for yourself, while at the same time 
not being overly bound by them. That should 
ultimately lead you, later this year, to craft your 
own unique personal definition. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): As a postgraduate 
student in astronomy, Cancerian-born Jocelyn 
Bell Burnell discovered radio pulsars in 1967. 
Her supervisor, who initially dismissed her 
breakthrough, was awarded the Nobel Prize for 
her work in 1974—and she wasn’t! Nevertheless, 
she persisted. Eventually, she became a 
renowned astronomer who championed the 
efforts of minority researchers. Among the 25 
prestigious awards and honors she has received 
is a three-million-dollar prize. I urge you to aspire 
to her level of perseverance in the coming 
months. It may not entirely pay off until 2023, but 
it will pay off. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “One should always play 
fairly when one has the winning cards,” wrote 
author Oscar Wilde. Let’s make that your motto 
for the next six weeks. If life could be symbolized 
by a game of poker, you would have the equivalent 
of at least a pair of jacks and a pair of queens. 
You may even have a full house, like three 10s and 
two kings. Therefore, as Wilde advised, there’s 
no need for you to scrimp, cheat, tell white lies, 
or pretend. Your best strategy will be to be bold, 
forthright, and honest as you make your moves. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): “In all the land, 
there is only one you, possibly two, but seldom 
more than 16,” said comedian and actor Amy 
Sedaris. She was making a sardonic joke about 
the possibility that none of us may be quite as 
unique as we imagine ourselves to be. But I’d like 
to mess with her joke and give it a positive tweak. 
If what Sedaris says is true, then it’s likely that 
we all have soul twins somewhere in the world. 
It means that there are numerous people who 
share many of our perspectives and proclivities; 
that we might find cohorts who see us for who 
we really are. I bring these thoughts to your 
attention, Virgo, because I suspect the coming 
months will be an excellent time for meeting and 
playing with such people. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A team of biologists 

unearthed a fascinating discovery in Costa 
Rica. When the group planted a single tree in 
pastureland that had no trees, biodiversity 
increased dramatically. For example, in one 
area, there were no bird species before the tree 
and 80 species after the tree. I suspect you can 
create a similar change in the coming weeks. A 
small addition, even just one new element, could 
generate significant benefits. One of those perks 
might be an increase in the diversity you engage 
with.  

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Smallpox has 
been eliminated thanks to vaccination, but it was 
once among the most feared diseases. Over the 
course of many centuries, it maimed or killed 
hundreds of millions of people. For 35 percent 
of those who contracted it, it was fatal. As for 
the survivors, their skin had permanent scars 
from the blisters that erupted. As disfiguring as 
those wounds were, they were evidence that 
a person was immune from future infections. 
That’s why employers were more likely to hire 
them as workers. Their pockmarks gave them 
an advantage. I believe this is a useful metaphor 
for you. In the coming weeks, you will have an 
advantage because of one of your apparent 
liabilities or imperfections or “scars.” Don’t be 
shy about using your unusual asset. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Sagittarian 
author Pearl Cleage sets the tone for the future 
I hope you’ll seek in the coming weeks. The Black 
feminist activist writes, “We danced too wild, and 
we sang too long, and we hugged too hard, and we 
kissed too sweet, and howled just as loud as we 
wanted to howl.” Are you interested in exploring 
such blithe extravagance, Sagittarius? Do you 
have any curiosity about how you might surpass 
your previous records for rowdy pleasure? I hope 
you will follow Cleage’s lead in your own inimitable 
style. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): “I can never 
rest from tenderness,” wrote author Virginia 
Woolf. I won’t ask you to be as intense as her, 
Capricorn. I won’t urge you to be constantly 
driven to feel and express your tenderness. 
But I hope you will be focused on doing so in the 
coming weeks. Why? Because the astrological 
omens suggest it will be “in your self-interest to 
find a way to be very tender.” (That’s a quote by 
aphorist Jenny Holzer.) For inspiration, consider 
trying this experiment proposed by Yoko Ono: 
“Try to say nothing negative about anybody: a) for 
three days; b) for 45 days; c) for three months.” 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): “I gamble 
everything to be what I am,” wrote Puerto 
Rican feminist and activist poet Julia de Burgos, 
born under the sign of Aquarius. Her gambles 
weren’t always successful. At one point, she was 
fired from her job as a writer for a radio show 
because of her progressive political beliefs. On 
the other hand, many of her gambles worked well. 
She earned awards and recognition for her five 
books of poetry and garnered high praise from 
superstar poet Pablo Neruda. I offer her as your 
role model, Aquarius. The rest of 2022 will be 
a fertile time to gamble everything to be what 
you are. Here’s a further suggestion: Gamble 
everything to become what you don’t yet know 
you must become. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Piscean jazz 
saxophonist and composer Ornette Coleman 
was a trailblazer. He created the genre known as 
free jazz, which messed with conventional jazz 
ideas about tempos, melodies, and harmonies. 
In the course of his career, he won a Pulitzer 
Prize, Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award, 
and MacArthur Fellowship “genius” grant. He 
was a technical virtuoso, but there was more to 
his success, too. Among his top priorities were 
emotional intensity and playful abandon and pure 
joy. That’s why, on some of his recordings, he 
didn’t hire famous jazz drummers, but instead 
had his son, who was still a child, play the drum 
parts. I suggest you apply an approach like 
Coleman’s to your own upcoming efforts. 
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Stoopfest returns to Lansing’s Eastside 
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5 FOR $100 ON CBF CONCENTRATES
& LICKETY SPLIT GUMMIES $7.10 PER PACK

134 E. EDGEWOOD BLVD.
LANSING, MI 48911

EDGEWOOD WELLNESS
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Hearing live indie music has been 
a bit difficult these days in Lansing. 
There was the pandemic, of course, 
which paused all concerts. Then, The 
Loft closed permanently, and Mac’s 
Bar remains temporarily out of service. 
It’s been tough. While The Avenue 
Café has nobly kept rolling with a se-
ries of gigs, there’s been an unques-
tionable deficiency in underground mu-
sic across the city.  

That said, when Stoopfest an-
nounced its return to Lansing’s east-
side, a light appeared at the end of 
the tunnel. Having a festival dedicat-
ed to left-of-the-dial sounds offers a 
much-needed shot in the arm to the 
local scene. The long, diverse roster of 
performers includes national headlin-
ers Sidney Gish, Screaming Females 
and Frontier Ruckus. In an effort to be 
“COVID safe,” all 2022 shows will be 
outdoors. 

Last month, Stoopfest organizers 
unveiled its final batch of performers, 
which boosted the number of musical 
acts up to 65. Beyond that, the festival 
will also serve up some comedy, cu-
rated by Lansing-based comic Robert 
Jenkins, at Green Dot Stables.  

This year marks the fifth iteration 
of Stoopfest, which runs April 22 and 
23, with Lansing’s Hunter Park, 1400 
E. Kalamazoo St., serving as its home 
base. Additional performances are also 

set for the Allen Neighborhood Cen-
ter’s parking lot, garages and back-
yards, all within walking distance of 
park. As a neighborly gesture, 
Stoopfest is offering free tickets 
to anyone living on a street bor-
dering Hunter Park. 

Dom Korzecke, the event’s 
founder and organizer, said the 
event has steadily grown, even 
with its unique format. The in-
augural StoopFest launched in 
2016, featured nearly 100 per-
formances and spanned sever-
al genres, including rock, folk, 
hip hop and stand-up. 

“Each and every perfor-
mance took place in a living 
room or backyard, across six 
houses in Lansing’s eastside 
community,” Korzecke recalled 
about that opening year. Since 
then, StoopFest has expanded 
to additional spaces, such as 
dedicated bar venues and the 
Allen Neighborhood Center. 
“Now we’re at Hunter Park and 
are featuring performances all 
day long — it’s allowing us to 
bring in some larger acts,” he 
added. 

For locals who are interested in per-
forming at a future Stoopfest, Korzecke 
reiterated its openness to all sounds 
and styles.  

“The fest is truly multi-genre,” he said. 
“There is no genre we don’t consider. 
Each year, we book about 20 bands we 

think would be a great fit for the festival 
and then open up booking submissions 
to curate the remaining lineup. Hun-
dreds of bands apply each year, and 

we listen to every submission and se-
lect 40 or so to add to the lineup.” 

So how does an indie event of this 
caliber happen? The Stoopfest team 
comprises seven to 10 volunteers who 
share a passion for music and art in 
the Lansing community.  

“All of us do this in our free time,” 
Korzecke said. “None of us make any 
money from this event.”  

Korzecke said for those who’ve 
never attended Stoopfest, this year’s 
event is a great way to not only hear an 
eclectic roster of performers, but also 
engage in the eastside community. 
Along the barrage of music, the itiner-
ary also includes a variety of local ven-
dors, food trucks and lawn games. The 
goal is to create a “fun, family friendly 
showcase” that’s an also an “inclusive 
environment” for everyone.  

“You can expect to walk around, en-
joy the neighborhood and see perfor-
mances in spaces you typically would 
never get to, backyards, garages and 
parking lots,” he said. “It’s not uncom-
mon to see a band play at one venue 
and get to hang out with them in the 
audience over at another house. This 
year, you can expect to be all outdoors 
and bigger than ever, while maintain-
ing the same intimate feel the festival 
is known for.”  
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA!

How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 

City Pulse • March 2, 2022  www.lansingcitypulse.com 27

Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA!

How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 
DIY festival happens April 22-23 at Hunter Park, and beyond  

Stoopfest returns to Lansing’s Eastside 

Stoopfest 2022 
Hunter Park, Lansing 
April 22-23 
Complete lineup, and tickets, at 
stoopfest.com 
Sidney Gish, Screaming Females, Frontier Ruckus, 
GHÖSH, Xanny Stars, Apes of the State, Pigeon Pit, 
Labour Day Weekend, Rent Strike, Grey Matter, She/
Her/Hers, Mikkey Austin, Rodeo Boys, Nana Grizol, 
Paisley Fields, Brook Pridemore, James Gardin, Pancho 
Villa’s Skull, Hit Like a Girl, The Michael Character, Pet 
Me, Bearknuckle Honey, Darcy Moran, Cavalcade, Mr. 
Phylzzz, Suck City, Crawl Spaces, Slug Fest, Robert and 
Will Janz: The Two Soups Experience, Worm, Rachel 
Curtis, Big Donut, Charlie Darling, Bloody Butterflies, 
Cross Eyed Strangers, A History of Accidents, 
Joshua Barton, Pretoria, Convenient, trash., The 
Antibuddies, A Rueful Noise, VAZUM, Riot Course, 
The Ryne Experience, Tammy Cook, Ally Evenson, 
YAYA, Fernando Silverio Solis, stoop lee, Kat and the 
Hurricane, Dahmer’s Breakfast, Fredii Astraia, Saint 
Nick Thesaucegod, eltejon, Our Attic, Boyfrienders, 
Dana Skully and the Tiger Sharks, Kwaj, Razor Braids, 
Total Downer, glorychile, Foxgrave, The Wild Honey 
Collective, kissyourfriends, and more.  

Courtesy 
Sidney Gish 

Courtesy 
Screaming Females 

Noah Elliott Morrison

Frontier Ruckus 
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Represent 
Lansterdam 

with our Limited 
Edition shirts!

City Pulse - Lansterdam
T-Sleeve -  $34.20

Long Sleeve - $34.20
Hoodie - $54.20

Art by Nevin Speerbrecker

Order online at
lansingcitypulse.org/shop
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To Manifestation, 809 Center St., Suite 7, 
Lansing. manifestlansing.com.  

Friday, April 15 
Community Screening and 
Conversation: Frida (2002) - Join us 
for the Kahlo Without Borders exhibition.  
7-9:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe Broad Art 
Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East Lansing.                   
broadmuseum.msu.edu 

Fish Fry Fridays - through April 15. 5:30-
7:30 p.m. VFW Post 701, 123 N. Rosemary 
St., Lansing.  

Howl at the Moon - Enjoy the full moon 
while taking a dog-friendly guided walk. 
8:30-9:30 p.m. Harris Nature Center, 
3998 Van Atta Rd., Okemos. 517-349-3866.                 
meridian.mi.us.  

Spring Take-Home Crafts @ GLADL 
- Instructions on gladl.org/curiousgladl. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge.  

Wagner Chamber Music Competition 

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar  
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing 
Darin Larner Jr. 
Thurs., Apr. 14, 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Devyn Mitchell  
Thurs., April 15, 7:30-10:30 p.m. 

Blue Owl 
1149 S Washington, Lansing 
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill 
Thurs., Apr. 14, 6-8 p.m. 

Eaton Rapids Craft Co. 
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids 
Kevin Parker 
Fri., April 15, 7-10 p.m. 
Liz Contaly 
Sat. April 16, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door  
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing 
Be Kind Rewind 
Fri. & Sat., April 15-16, 8:30 p.m. 

Lansing Brewing Company 
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing 
Dueling Pianos 
Fri., April 15, 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Downriver Dan 
Sat., April 16, 8-11 p.m. 

Peanut Barrel 
521 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing 
The Swift Brothers 
Fri., April 15, 8-10 p.m. 

Robin Theatre 
1120 S. Washington, Lansing 
Corn Potato String Band  
Wed., Apr. 13, 7:30 p.m. 

Urban Beat 
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing 
Matthew James Adkins 
Thurs., April 14, 7-9 p.m. 
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022 
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

 
Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

See Events, Page 32

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 25

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 25

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 9 a.m. Monday 

for the following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 

events to appear in print. 
If you need assistance, 

please call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Financial Literacy Program Series - 
Virtual. Presented by MSUFCU. 4-5 p.m. 
Contact 517-646-0633 or dimondalelibrary@
gmail.com for link and information. 

Glow-in-the-Dark Easter Egg Hunt - 
hunt for eggs at the library, then trade in the 
eggs for prizes! 6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

Indoors/Outdoors Andrea Jeris 
Art Show - through April. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 W. Grand 
River Ave., Okemos. framersedge.net.  

Lindsay McCaw: Old Time Fiddle by 
Ear Workshop - 2-3:30 p.m. Elderly 
Instruments, 1100 N. Washington Ave., 
Lansing. elderly.com.  

Percussion Ensemble - 7:30 p.m. Fairchild 
Theatre, 542 Auditorium Rd, East Lansing. 
517-355-1855. music.msu.edu 

Poetry Slam - Enjoy tea and pastries and 
perform your favorite poem! 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Eaton Rapids Area District Library, 220 S. 
Main St., Eaton Rapids. eradl.org.  

TPC Art Display Honors People of 
Ukraine - The Peoples Church of East 
Lansing has created a special art display.  
12-4 p.m.  through April 29. The Peoples 
Church, 200 W. Grand River Ave., East 
Lansing.  

Weaving the Web: Manifestation - Join 
us online or in-person. 6-8 p.m. Weavers 
of the Web, ATC, 809 Center St., Suite 7A, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org.  

Thursday, April 14 
Aaron Jonah Lewis: Clawhammer 
Banjo Clinic - for beginner to advanced 
player. 12-1:30 p.m. Elderly Instruments, 1100 
N. Washington Ave., Lansing. elderly.com.  

America at Crossroads Conference 
- Discover practical answers on how to 
enjoy better health. 6:30-8 p.m. Lansing 
Church Auditorium, 5400 W. St. Joseph Hwy, 
Lansing. crossroads.to.  

April Daily Events @ GLADL - through 
4/28.  It’s time for April Showers! 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.  

Beal Botanical Garden Tour: Sleeping 
Beauty’s Arsenal - Spring ephemerals. 
12:10-12:50 p.m. Beal Botanical Garden, W. 
Circle Dr., East Lansing. events.msu.edu.  

Darren Nicholson and Audie Blaylock 
- 7:30 p.m. Elderly Instruments, 1100 N. 
Washington Ave., Lansing.  

Glow-in-the-Dark Easter Egg Hunt 
- hunt for eggs and trade in the eggs for 
prizes! 6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
517-627-7014. gladl.org 

Open VR - Try Virtual Reality! - The VR 
lab is back and in-person! 1-3 p.m. MSU Main 
Library, East Lansing. events.msu.edu.  

Pagans Night Out - 6:30-9:30 p.m. 
Buddies Bar & Grille, 2040 Aurelius Rd., Ste. 
12, Holt. 517-699-3670. weaversoftheweb.org.  

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with 
some fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys 

Wednesday, April 13 
Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing.  

Art Exhibit:  This Rebirthing - 12-4 p.m. 
The Peoples Church, 200 W. Grand River 
Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073.  

Capital City Film Festival - Through April 
16. Multiple venues. For information, go to 
capitalcityfilmfest.com.  

Easter Bunny at the Meridian Mall 
- through April 16. 11 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 1982              
W. Grand River, Okemos.   

An evening with Jessica Yorko Fine Art 
Saturday, April 16 

4 – 9 p.m. 
Michigan Institute for Contemporary Art 

1210 Turner Rd., Lansing 

Lansing-based artist Jessica Yorko (once a City Councilwoman) is hosting an 
evening of music and art at the Michigan Institute for Contemporary Art. Yorko 
is a mixed media artist who has designed and painted large-scale murals in 
Lansing’s Genesee Neighborhood. Original artwork and prints of Yorko’s will 
be for sale throughout the evening. While there is no charge to attend the 
event, donations are welcome and will benefit The Artist’s Umbrella, a group 
aiming to provide a welcoming and diverse environment for all artists. Ten 
percent of all sales from the evening will also go toward The Artist’s Umbrella. 
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Showcase - MSU College of Music. 8 p.m.-
12 a.m. Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium Rd, 
East Lansing. 517-355-1855. events.msu.edu.  

Saturday, April 16 
America at Crossroads Conference 
- Discover practical answers on how to 
enjoy better health. 6:30-8 p.m. Lansing 
Church Auditorium, 5400 W. St. Joseph Hwy, 
Lansing. crossroads.to.  

Annual Easter Egg Hunt - 1-2 p.m. 
Valhalla Park, 2287 Pine Tree Rd., Holt.  

The Art of Herbal Tea: Workshop - 
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. CADL Williamston, 3845  
Vanetter Rd., Williamston. cadl.org.  

Easter Egg Hunt - 9:30-10:30 a.m. Our 
Savior Lutheran Church and School, 7910   
E. St. Joe Hwy, Lansing. 517-882-8665.  

Hippity Hop 5K - 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Potter 
Park Zoo, 1301 S Pennsylvania Ave, Lansing. 
517-483-4222. potterparkzoo.org 

SpARTans:  over 10,000 works of art 
ranging from ancient to contemporary! 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Eli and Edythe Broad Art 
Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East Lansing.  

Toastmaster Meeting - 9:30-11:15 a.m. 
MSU Federal Credit Union, 4825 Mt Hope 
Rd, East Lansing. 517-505-1449. cdas.
toastmost.org.  

Wagner Chamber Music Competition 
Showcase - MSU College of Music. 3 p.m. 
Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium Rd, East 
Lansing. 517-355-1855. events.msu.edu.  

Monday, April 18 
Comedy Night - 9-11:30 p.m. Crunchy’s, 
254 W Grand River Ave, East Lansing.       
517-351-2506. crunchyseastlansing.com.  

2022 Innovation Celebration - MSU 
Innovation. 4-6:30 p.m. Kellogg Center,    
East Lansing. events.msu.edu.  

Cupcake Liner Flowers (All ages) -  Turn 
cupcake liners into pretty paper flowers.  
10 a.m.-7 p.m. Haslett Branch Library, 1590 
Franklin St. cadl.org.  

Leap into Science: Wind Family 
Workshop] - for ages 4-11.  6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. Register at 
gladl.org. 

Events
from page 31

Tuesday, April 19 
America at Crossroads Conference - 
6:30-8 p.m. Lansing Church Auditorium, 5400 
W. St. Joseph Hwy, Lansing. crossroads.to.  

Board Game Meet Up - Ages 18 & up. 6:30 
- 10:30 p.m. Spare Time Bowling Alley, 3101 E 
Grand River, Lansing. 

DDL Walking Club - Explore local parks and 
trails. 10-11 a.m. DeWitt District Library, 13101 
Schavey Rd., DeWitt. dewittlibrary.org.  

Jug & Mug Ski & Social Club Meeting 
- 6-8:30 p.m. at Tony M’s, 3420 S. Creyts, 
Lansing. jugandmug.org 

Open VR - Try Virtual Reality! - The VR lab 
is back and in-person! 3-5 p.m. Main Library, 
East Lansing. events.msu.edu.  

Preschool Family Storytime - 11-11:30 
a.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St. gladl.org. 

Sensory Friendly Spartan Concert -  10 
a.m. Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium Rd, 
East Lansing. 517-355-1855. events.msu.edu.  

Sporcle Live! Trivia - 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 
Crunchy’s, 254 W Grand River Ave, East 
Lansing. crunchyseastlansing.com 

Toastmasters Meeting - Hybrid Meeting 
(In-Person and Online) - 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Downtown CADL, 401 S. Capitol Ave.,  
and on zoom. capitalcitytoastmasters.
toastmastersclubs.org.

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION
EFFECTIVE

MEDIATION

Kathy Holcomb

ABSOLUTE
GALLERY

(517) 482-8845

307 E César E. Chávez Ave
Lansing, MI 48906

absolutegallery.net

GIFTS

Polish Pottery
 
Dinner plates, spoons, platters, and, more recently, ball ornaments and
tiny Christmas trees! Yes, all these ceramics are part of our holiday
collection, expanding our little corner of Polish pottery at the gallery.
Starting seven years ago, when we were selling them because a customer
specifically requested them, we now have an entire space for these
intricate, detailed and handcrafted pieces of art. All the Polish pottery
we have in the gallery is hand crafted with pride at many small
manufacturing companies in Boleslawiec, Poland. All of the pieces are
individually hand painted, using sponge stamps and brushes to paint the
stick and floral motifs on each piece. These patterns are first hand cut
by the artists in the sponge, after which they use the sponges and brushes
to apply the unique pattern to each piece.

In Boleslawiec, when artists are deemed qualified enough they earn the
right to create a pattern from start to finish and also sign it. These
pieces can be identified by their UNIKAT stamp on the bottom, but they
also stand out for their complex and intricate patterns. Come see if you
can spot all the UNIKAT pieces in our pottery corner at the gallery! We
encourage folks to consider a handcrafted piece of art from Poland for
their gifting needs.

Joe Vitale

COLDWELL
BANKER
HUBBELL
BRIARWOOD

(517) 712-4500

830 W Lake Lansing Rd Suite 210
East Lansing, MI 48823

JoeSellsMi.com
Joe@Cb-Hb.com

REAL ESTATE

Knowing What to Do and Not Do to
Prepare Your Home for Sale
 Prior to meeting with new clients, I hear, “We should be ready for you
in a month or two.” Which I immediately follow up with, “What are
you doing to get ready for me to see your home?”

Recently I met with a couple who were first-time home sellers. They
felt in order to sell their home in the upper $200,000 price range they
would need new stainless appliances in the kitchen, new granite counters
and hardwood floors instead of barely worn carpet. In reality, looking
through the list of recent sales of similarly priced homes in their
subdivision, and assessing how their home compared, we found: Most of
the sales didn’t have granite, half of the homes had stainless
appliances, half of the homes had carpet and the other half wood floors.
Instead of spending nearly $12,000 to update, we looked at the comparable
sales and listed in the median range of sales. This proved to be
successful: The home sold within 45 days.

We did, however, adjust the lighting to enhance the space, decluttered
space, did touch-up painting and moved around furniture to showcase the
rooms. This totaled $1,200. The clients were able to save over $10,000 in
out-of-pocket costs. This is something I regularly do with clients and
would be happy to offer the same services for you if you are even
considering selling.

Dr. Sarah Denham, D.O.

(517) 853-3704

1003 East Mount Hope
Lansing, MI 48910

MEDICAL

Holistic Weight Loss Program for
the New Year
 Like clockwork, a new year comes with another round of weight loss
resolutions; most of which will inevitably see their end in the first
three weeks of January. This time, focus on breaking this cycle and
making a change for a healthier lifestyle. Adding more physical exercise
to your routine and losing weight are great goals for the new year, but
the changes rarely last. Lifestyle changes that are more enjoyable or that
can be hobbies should be considered. Doing a detox or supplement cleanse
can be a great way to start the new year and stimulate weight loss. But
choosing the right supplement with the help of a physician can make the
difference.

Fat cells in our body are responsible for inflammation, increased risk of
cancer and hormone imbalances. Complications from obesity have now
been linked to a wide range of physical and mental health issues like
joint pains, overall fatigue and depression. Discussing your weight loss
and exercise plan with your physician will help you monitor your
progress. Overall improvement of health should remain the focus
throughout this process with an emphasis on diet changes, exercise plans,
sleep improvements, improving nutrition through quality supplements,
and better stress management. Contact Dr. Sarah Denham at CIMA to set up
an appointment for your holistic wellness consultation.

Mike Salquist

CENTRAL
PHARMACY

(517) 316-0711

1001 E Mt Hope Ave
Lansing, MI 48910

www.centralpharmacymi.com

MEDICAL

All Your Meds Organized and
Delivered to Your Doorstep
 Keeping track of all your medication on a daily basis can be challenging,
involving a lot of time and effort to get them right. Luckily, your
pharmacist can have all your medication filled, organized and delivered
to you on time! With the Dispill medication packaging program, you can
have the convenience of an innovative multi-dose packaging system, filled
by your trusted pharmacist!

They’re clearly labeled by date and time of day, giving you the comfort
of knowing you took the right medication at the right time. Each Dispill
blister pack contains 28 individual blisters that contain your prescribed
medication for a specific time (morning, noon, evening, bedtime) and
date. Additionally, this system also helps improve compliance, lower
healthcare costs and completely eliminates the stress of organizing
medications. This system is a safe way for you to adhere to your
medication schedules, especially for patients with multi dose
requirements. Patients can take it on-the-go, since this system
completely eliminated the need for pill bottles/boxes or single dose
bingo-cards. Please contact Central Pharmacy for more information about
the packaging program and for all other pharmaceutical needs.

Rick Smith MD

(517) 908-3040

1504 E Grand River Ave # 100
East Lansing, MI 48823

www.rickjsmithmd.com

PLASTIC SURGERY

Choosing Plastic Surgery
 
Making a decision to consider cosmetic surgery is a highly personal one
and navigating through the procedure can appear overwhelming during the
initial stages. A good place to start is by asking yourself why you want
surgery. One of the best reasons for getting cosmetic surgery is you want
to do something positive for yourself. Once you have made the decision to
schedule a consultation you should seek out a surgeon who is board
certified by The American Board of Plastic Surgery. This will ensure
that you are seeing a physician who has advanced training in the procedure
you are interested in.

Patients who come in with very specific requests for procedures should
understand that plastic surgery is meant to enhance or improve your
existing features. It is important to have realistic expectations about
the results that can be achieved. After a detailed consultation with Dr.
Smith, he will suggest the best procedure for your desired outcome.
Ultimately, you need to feel comfortable and confident about your
decision to have surgery. Our team is always ready to answer questions
and help in any way that we can. Take the first step and contact our
office to schedule a consultation.

GIFTS

Did you know?
With warm weather, sunshine, and loosened mask require-

ments, earrings will be making a stylish comeback. There are 6 
basic face shapes that help determine the appropriate earring 
shape for your best look: Triangle, Oval, Round, Heart, Long 
and Square.

Triangle: Create facial feature balance by putting an empha-
sis on your jaw line. Chandelier and/or teardrop shapes work 
best.

Oval: Emphasize your cheekbones by wearing triangular 
shaped earrings or simple studs.

Round: Drop and/or Dangle earrings can help create the 
illusion of a slimmer face. However, AVOID, earrings that are 
circular or have round shapes as this will emphasize your round 
face shape.

Heart: Counterbalance your narrow chin by wearing chan-
delier or tear drop earrings that are wider on the bottom of the 
shape.

Long: Create the illusion of facial width by wearing a round 
shaped earring, or clusters of round earrings.

Square: Soften your facial edges by wearing oval shapes in 
medium to long lengths. Avoid styles with squares as they will 
emphasize your face shape.

CITY OF LANSING NEEDSCITY OF LANSING NEEDS

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE COMMUNITY,MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE COMMUNITY,

AND PUT YOUR SKILL TO WORK IN LANSINGAND PUT YOUR SKILL TO WORK IN LANSING
LEARN MORE AT:LEARN MORE AT:

LANSINGMI.GOV/CONTRACTORSLANS

LICENSED RESIDENTIAL CONTRACTORS

INGMI.GOV/CONTRACTORS

LICENSED BUILDERS AND TRADES CONTRACTORS
NEEDED FOR HOUSING REHAB PROJECTS

Year-round work opportunities
Funding for 100 jobs per year, all varied scopes
A written scope of work makes bidding easy
Free Lead Abatement Supervisor training and certification offered
Work offers quick payment turnarounds
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CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held on April 25, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the City Council Chambers, 10th Floor Lansing City Hall, 124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, 
MI for the purpose of considering:

Fourth Amendment to the Lease Agreement of the New Lansing City Market to Lansing 
Shuffleboard LL, LLC, pursuant to the Lease Agreement filed with the City Clerk

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings 
should contact the City Council Office at 517-483-4177 (TDD (517) 483-4479) 24 hour notice 
may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt will be made to grant all reasonable 
accommodation requests.
For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of 
the Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.
Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/CMMC 
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope                 CP#22-082

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearing to be held by the East Lansing 
Downtown Development Authority on Thursday, April 28, 2022, at 12:00 p.m., at the East 
Lansing Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan 48823:

The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support the proposed 
budget will be a subject of this Public Hearing. For the purposes of the Public 
Hearing, it shall be assumed that the tax rate will be 1.7007 mills. A copy of the FY23 
budget is available for public inspection at:
https://www.cityofeastlansing.com/DocumentCenter/View/12017/Draft-DDA-FY-2023-
Budget-PDF  
The FY23 budget is available for public inspection at the City Clerk’s Office located at 
410 Abbot Rd., East Lansing, MI as of April 13, 2022.

For more information, please contact Adam Cummins at (517) 319-6864 or acummin@
cityofeastlansing.com. Written comments may be sent prior to the public hearing to the 
Downtown Development Authority, City of East Lansing, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, 
Michigan, 48823, or by email to acummin@cityofeastlansing.com.  

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services must 
contact the City Manager’s Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 319-6920 
(TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at nmostel@cityofeastlansing.com. 

This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings Act) 
and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in compliance with the Michigan 
Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

   George Lahanas
   Secretary                  CP#22-083

CITY OF LANSING 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

FIVE YEAR CONSOLIDATED STRATEGY AND PLAN
SUBMISSION AND ANNUAL ACTION PLAN

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) FUND RESOURCES

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2022
The City Council of the City of Lansing will conduct a public hearing on Monday, April 25 2022 
at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council Chambers, 10th Floor Lansing City Hall, 124 W. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI on the City’s proposed 2022-2026 Five-Year Consolidated Plan and proposed 
Annual Action Plan which includes the budget for the use of Community Development Block 
Grant, HOME Program and Emergency Solutions Grant Program funds for the Fiscal Year 
starting July 1, 2022 and ending June 30, 2023.
Copies of the proposed 2022-2026 Five-Year Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan 
Submission and Annual Budget for the use of funds are available for review in the City Clerk’s 
Office and in the Development Office of the Department of Economic Development and 
Planning  and will also be available for review at the public hearing.
Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings 
should contact the City Council Office at 517-483-4177 (TDD (517) 483-4479) 24-hour notice 
may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt will be made to grant all reasonable 
accommodation requests.
For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., April 10, 2017, at 
the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48933 or 
email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.
Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope                   CP#22-084
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Monday-Thursday 11AM-10PM 
Friday 11AM-10:45PM

Saturday 11AM-10:30PM 
Sunday 11AM-9PM

300 N. CLIPPERT STREET, SUITE 17  
LANSING, MI 48912 • 517.203.0096

Buy One 
Dinner
GET ONE 
½ OFF!

A special just for you!

Full Menu Available

for Pick Up & 

Delivery

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE INFOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5SUNDAY NOON TO 5

By ARI LeVAUX 
Garlic chives are also known as Al-

lium tuberoseum, which means “root 
garlic” in Latin. A. tuberoseum comes 
from a region that includes northern 
China. They are less onion-ey than reg-
ular chives or scallions and have more 
garlic pungency. 

After picking up my garlic chives, the 
car smelled of sulphurous garlic funk. 
I opened the window to catch a warm 
whiff of mud, and the world finally felt 
like spring. With fresh garlic chives in 
the bag, I felt a familiar but rusty han-
kering for a certain egg pancake I al-
ways make when I have the means. 

I use about a tablespoon each of 
toasted sesame oil and butter in my 
omelet pan, on medium heat. While it 
heats, I chop the white end of a handful 
of garlic chives and add those pieces to 
the pan. I let them cook for a quick min-
ute and then pour in some well-beaten 
eggs. Immediately, I start shaking the 
pan to prevent any egg from sticking. 
After it begins to puff up, I give it a flip 
to cook the other side. I douse it with 
soy sauce and serve with a sprinkle of 
chopped chives from the green end of 
the bunch. 

There are many ways to use garlic 
chives. While there are no rules about 
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.

Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.

Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

See Tofu, Page 35
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Ari LeVaux

A plain tofu brick wonderfully absorbs the flavor of garlic chives. 

Tasty tofu with garlic chives  

how to use garlic chives, there are fla-
vors that go particularly well with them. 
They include toasted sesame oil, ginger, 
soy sauce, oyster sauce, white pepper 
and monosodium glutamate. Garlic 
chives also pair exceptionally with cer-
tain proteins, including tofu, fish, pork, 
shrimp and egg. 

For the next few days, I proceeded 

to feverishly mix and match all of the 
above. I served it with jasmine rice or 
instant ramen and some kind of pican-
te, such as hot sauce, sliced jalapenos or 
crushed chile. I continued apace until 
the garlic chives were gone. 

The next time I got garlic chives, I fo-
cused on steamed fish with ginger and 
garlic chives — a recipe for which there 

are many variations. The sauce has soy 
sauce, sesame oil, sugar, rice vinegar, 
oyster sauce and white pepper. 

Once I got my chive recipe figured 
out, I realized that I like it better ap-
plied to an uncut brick of tofu. The soft, 
blank flesh of the tofu combines mag-
ically with the intensely flavored sauce 
and makes for a fun mouthful. I then 
modified the recipe for pork belly. 

It was a fun night, hunched over a 
bowl filled with various permutations 
of the chive ingredients. I was having so 
much fun eating garlic chives that when 
the proteins finally ran out, I kept going 
with rice, sauce, fried chives, ginger and 
the fresh chopped green end of the chive 
bunch. It was as satisfying as the pork, 
because by this time all I really wanted 
was that combination of chive, ginger 
and Asian spices. 

Garlic chives with tofu (or fish or 
pork belly) 

If you can’t get excited for tofu, I’ve 
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AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Airport Tavern
5000 N. Grand River Ave
Lansing
(517) 321-3852
FB: @AirportTaverandSteakhouse

WELCOME BACK! For 50 years, Airport Tavern & 
Steakhouse has been a staple of Lansing's community. 
Full bar, daily lunch and dinner specials. Ribs, steak, 
burgers and salads are all crowd pleasers at this neigh-
borhood establishment.

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

NOW OPEN WITH A FULL BAR 
Mondays were made for margaritas. Daily food and 
drink specials! Beautiful decor and wonderful service. 
Fresh, from scratch entrees and sides. Takeout is 
available! 

Acapulco Mexican Grill
300 N. Clippert St.
Suite17, Lansing,
(517) 203-0096

1419 E Michigan Ave., Lansing
(517) 316-2377

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner Daily !
Daily Food Specials 
Six Soups Served Daily! 
12 Draft Micro Brews,
all Michigan made
Boutique wines 
Classic Cocktails.
Catering

Friends don't let friends 
eat at chain restaurants!

By CHLOE ALVERSON 
In 2017, my mother and I spent four 

days in Paris. I celebrated my 18th 
birthday at the top of the Eiffel Tower. 
My mom and I did all sorts of touristy 
stuff throughout the day. We drank 
champagne, ate crepes, got totally lost 
and ate more crepes. It was amazing!  

As a recent college grad, I’m not going 
to Europe anytime soon — I’ve got loans 
to pay off. But I’m almost always in the 
mood for something sweet. And who, 
even on a budget, doesn’t save room for 
dessert?  

I saw the sign Crepe Nation when I 
was working on a previous edition of 
The Dish and made a mental note that I 
would be back to check it out. My sweet 
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Tofu
from page 33

included alternative instructions for 
preparing the dish with pork belly or 
fish. Unless you are making the pork 
belly version, you’ll need a steamer to 
follow this recipe. 

Serves 2 
½ cup soy sauce 
2 tablespoons sugar 
2 tablespoons rice wine 
2 tablespoons rice vinegar 
2 tablespoons oyster sauce 
    teaspoon white pepper 
2 tablespoons toasted sesame oil 
1 bunch garlic chives, chopped and 

separated into white parts and green 
parts 

1 brick of extra-firm tofu or your 
choice of protein (recommended alter-
natives: A portion of white flaky fish, or 
pork belly) 

1 teaspoon salt 
1 cubic inch of peeled ginger, sliced 
1 cubic inch peeled ginger, grated 
White jasmine rice, for serving 
On the plate that will go into the 

steamer, make a gentle mound from 
the chopped green end of the bunch 
of chives. Place your protein atop the 
chopped garlic chive greens. Liber-
ally sprinkle a teaspoon of salt upon 
and around the protein, and then lay 
the slices of ginger on top.  Place the 
plate in the steamer and cover it with a 
tight-fitting lid. Steam the protein for 
about 20 minutes. (If using pork belly, 
cook it in the sauce, rather than steam-
ing it.) 

While the protein steams (or stews, 
in the case of pork), get the sauce going. 
Add the soy sauce to a pan, along with 
a half cup of water, sugar, rice wine, rice 
vinegar, oyster sauce, white pepper and 
one tablespoon of the toasted sesame 
oil. Heat to a simmer and keep it there 
for about 10 minutes, then turn it off.  
(If cooking pork belly in the sauce, add 
the pork, cut into cubes about an inch 
on the side, along with a star anise pod, 
a teaspoon of coriander and a cup of 
water. Simmer for two hours.) 

Heat a tablespoon of toasted sesa-
me oil in a pan on medium. Fry the 
shredded ginger and the chopped chive 
whites, along with any other chive odds 
and ends that might be lying around, 
and a teaspoon of salt. Cook slowly for 
about 10 minutes, stirring frequently, 
until the chives have dried and turned 
a bit brown. 

To serve, lay a piece of tofu on a bed 
of rice. Drench with sauce and sprinkle 
with the fried ginger chive mixture. 

Courtesy

The Cloud 9 crepe from Crepe Nation. 

Holy crepe, 
that was a 
sweet crepe

tooth took over, and I found myself or-
dering a crepe at the counter of Crepe 
Nation. There, you can choose from all 
kinds of crepes — meat crepes, BLT 
crepes and breakfast crepes.  

I chose the Cloud 9 crepe, which is 
a vanilla crepe stuffed full of banana, 
Oreo cookies, peanut butter and Nute-
lla. It comes topped with ice cream of 
your choice — I stuck with basic vanilla. 
The crepe was the size of my head! And 
it was absolutely exquisite, even though 
I ordered it to go. I truly was on cloud 
nine while enjoying this delicious dish.  
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Shop small, shop family-owned, shop Local Roots

Laingsburg, M
I

120 W Grand River Rd.

Voted Greater Lansing’s 
Best Dispensary
It’s our one year anniversary! 
Come celebrate with us on 4/20! 

4/20
deals

REDEMPTION VENDOR DAY ON 4/20!
FREE PREROLL AND CARTRIDGE WITH EVERY PURCHASE

- Free Giveaways and 30% off Everything!
- BOGO on All Edibles!
- 10 for $100 on Redemption .5g cartridges!

coupon 
Expires April 30th , Limit one per person.

M u s t   P r e s e n t  c o u p o n  a t  c h e c k  o u t

50% off any eighth 




