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SAVE 
THE
DATE

Dr. Brenda Jones-Harden is the 
Alison Richman Professor for 
Children and Families, at the 
University of Maryland School 
of Social Work. She directs the 
Prevention and Early Adversity 
Research Laboratory, where she 
and her research team examine 
the developmental and mental 
health needs of young 
children who have experienced 
early adversity and toxic stress, 
particularly those who have 
been maltreated, are in foster 

care, or have experienced other 
forms of trauma. A particular 
focus is preventing maladap-
tive outcomes in these popula-
tions through early childhood 
programs. She has conducted 
numerous evaluations of such 
programs, including early care 
and education, home visiting 
services, parenting interven-
tions, and infant mental health 
programs. Dr. Jones-Harden is a 
scientist-practitioner who uses 
research to improve the quality 

and e� ectiveness of child and 
family services and to inform 
child and family policy, 
especially in the area of child 
welfare. She is currently the Vice 
President of the Board at Zero 
to � ree, and serves on various 
federal, state, and local advisory 
boards. She received a PhD in 
developmental and clinical 
psychology from Yale 
University and a Master’s in 
Social Work from New York 
University.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: DR. BRENDA JONES-HARDEN
Children and Families Expert

www.ceicmh.org

facebook.com/ceicmh

WATCH THE TELEVISED 2022 CMHA-CEI 
ANNUAL COMMUNITY EVENT ON 
SUNDAY, MAY 15th, 2022 FROM 

11:00AM to 12:00PM ON WILX 10.1

VIEW OUR VIRTUAL EVENT!VIEW OUR VIRTUAL EVENT!
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Ingham County jail struggling with healthcare ‘crisis’
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Medical administrator quitting 
 — cites ‘big risk’ for inmates 

A growing backlog of several dozen 
inmate medical evaluations and an in-
house skeletal staff unable to adequately 
tend to inmates’ needs are creating some 
“big risks” at the Ingham County Jail, ac-
cording to its top healthcare administra-
tor, who plans to quit the job in June. 

“You will not have a provider. You will 
not have an administrator. You’re lack-
ing three nurses. You’re lacking a medi-
cal assistant. We have a list of 67 patients 
who have not been seen yet. That’s a big 
risk,” the administrator, Kelli Zurek, ex-
plained to the Law & Courts Committee 
of the Ingham County Board of Com-
missioners two weeks ago. “They’re just 
not getting seen because we don’t have 
the staff to do it. Every day, there are 
complaints about them not being seen. 
It’s really very unsettling.” 

The medical division of the jail, an arm 
of the county Health Department, is in 
place to evaluate all incoming inmates 
and acts as the de facto urgent care clinic 
for an average of 380 prisoners. Its em-
ployees treat inmates’ acute health issues 
and longer-term conditions, as well as 
dispense medication at least twice daily 
and coordinate whether more special-
ized treatment may be needed at an off-
site health care facility. 

And over the last few years and partic-
ularly the last several months, those re-
sponsibilities have been growing much 
more difficult to manage amid a staffing 
shortage at the jail, Zurek said.  

As of last week, well more than half of 
the health care personnel at the jail quit — 
leaving Zurek’s usual 14-person staff down 
to just five employees with nine vacancies, 
and sending the Board of Commissioners 
into a scramble to fix the situation. 

The 60- and 70-hour weeks Zurek has 
been forced work to fill the gap is part of 
the reason she’s leaving the job, she ex-
plained. 

In total, the jail is down by one provid-
er, a full-time dentist, one health services 
administrator, three nurses, two medical 
assistants and one medication associate 
to help distribute pills. And that means 
inmates’ medical needs simply aren’t be-
ing handled in a timely fashion — if at all. 

“I don’t know what else to say except 

that this jail medical system cannot run 
like this. It cannot function. Something 
is going to happen. Something is really 
going to happen, and we don’t have the 
staff to fix any emergencies,” Zurek said. 
“Please consider these inmates. These in-
mates are people. They need healthcare, 
and they’re not getting the healthcare 
they need right now.” 

Ingham County Sheriff Scott Wrig-
gelsworth, as well as 
his father and former 
Sheriff Gene Wrig-
gelsworth, have been 
sounding alarms 
about the slipshod 
staffing conditions 
of the jail’s medical 
system for decades. 
Scott Wriggelsworth 
again urged commis-
sioners last week to 
find solutions to fix the problem quickly 
or risk jeopardizing the health of hun-
dreds of inmates. 

“The jail medical clinic that facilitates 
inmate healthcare needs help right now, 
today. In a short time and without imme-
diate help, the clinic won’t even be con-
sistently staffed Monday through Friday,” 
Wriggelsworth said. “We have to have a 
plan for what we know will happen in 
just a few short weeks. When I speak to 

other sheriffs, they’re shocked at our cur-
rent setup.” 

Ingham County is the only one of 
Michigan’s 83 counties that operates 
its correctional health care through its 
Health Department rather than the Sher-
iff ’s Department or a third-party firm. 

Health Officer Linda Vail said the cur-
rent arrangement was formed in 2007 
in response to an administrative hiccup 

that involved 
inmates errone-
ously retaining 
medical cover-
age after their 
release — a mis-
take that ulti-
mately cost the 
county a “signif-
icant” amount of 
money, she said. 

But that solu-
tion hasn’t been without challenges. 
Former Sheriff Gene Wrigglesworth 
raised issues with the setup in 2011, 
then pushing the county to solicit bids 
from outside firms to take over the job. 
Intimidated by the price tag for those 
medical services, however, the Commis-
sion has now twice decided to stick with 
the Health Department over finding an 
alternative system. 

And ever since, “chronic understaffing 

and staff retention, as well as the exten-
sive oversight to support day-to-day op-
erations” has posed a growing challenge 
inside the jail, Vail explained. 

“This has been an ongoing issue for 
more than a decade,” Vail said. “We have 
points in time where the staff builds up 
and goes back down. That’s not unusual 
in a jail medical situation, but what we’re 
doing right now just isn’t sustainable. 
We hire them. They stay here for a while. 
They resign. I wouldn’t call it a crisis, but 
it’s a longstanding issue that really needs 
to be fixed.” 

Staffing shortages in the healthcare in-
dustry aren’t a new phenomenon in Lan-
sing, especially after the pandemic’s ar-
rival, Vail said. But even after ratcheting 
up paychecks for in-house medical per-
sonnel last year, the jail has still struggled 
to retain a stable roster of trained talent. 

“An outside entity would have pools of 
people they can draw from to fill vacan-
cies. At the Health Department, we don’t 
have pools of nurses we can shuffle to the 
jail,” Vail said. “We’ve had thin spots like 
this in the past, and it’s always the same 
takeaway: This model is not sustainable.” 

A report presented to the Commission 
last week took Vail’s assessment a step 
farther.

Officials at Jensen Partners — which 
was paid a total of $53,100 to review 
medical staffing at the jail and make 
recommendations on future models of 
care — labeled the situation as both an 
“emergency” and a “crisis” that requires 
some immediate intervention before it 
gets even worse. 

“I think we’re really sorry that you’re 
in this situation, which is a crisis,” said 
Dr. Ken Bellian, a top executive at Jen-
sen Partners. “I mean, right now you 
have 38% of your budgeted positions 
actually on site to take care of patients. 
It’s just not adequate for people who 
need health care.” 

Bellian said an average of 10 inmates 
arrive at the jail in Mason daily and stay 
for about a month — with some who 
check out the same day and others who 
stay there several months. 

State accreditation standards require 
every inmate to be medically evaluated 
within 14 days, Bellian said. But because 
the skeleton crew can’t see enough pa-

Courtesy 

Kelli Zurek, the healthcare administrator at the Ingham County Jail (far left), said 
she is resigning from the job June 3, in part because her office cannot recruit 
and retain enough employees to provide medical evaluations and adequate treat-
ment for hundreds of inmates.  

See Jail, Page 6

“When I speak to other sheriffs, 
they’re shocked at our current 

setup.” — Ingham County Sheriff 
Scott Wriggelsworth 
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tients, a backlog has been growing for 
weeks — including a list of at least 80 
inmates who have specifically request-
ed but have not yet been able to receive 
medical assistance for several issues, Zu-
rek said last week. 

“That’s the problem right now: You 
don’t have enough throughput with the 
staff you have today,” Bellian added. 
“It’s a large population and there aren’t 
enough employees to tackle the backup.” 

Bellian also pitched a “preferred” model 
of care to the board last week that would 
involve filling all nine vacancies and then 
hiring another eight employees in order 
to provide 24-hour service. Even with a 
full staff, the standards of medical treat-
ment at the jail are “antiquated,” he said. 

That new model would also allow the 
jail to incorporate more telehealth op-
tions rather than calling ambulances to 
take inmates to hospitals and clinics for 

specialized care, he explained. 
Wrigglesworth said the staffing sit-

uation forced his deputies off the road 
to handle more than 200 inmate trans-
ports last year, taking a total of more 
than 3,300 hours in staff time. 

“It’s not fair to my guys. It’s not fair to 
the people who work in the clinic. It’s not 
fair to the inmates who find themselves 
inside the facility — especially because 
they don’t have a choice,” he said. “In-
mates are getting seen, it’s just not op-
erating like it should. That causes prob-
lems.” 

Commissioners Mark Grebner and 
Randy Schafer, who have spent near-
ly a cumulative century serving on the 
Board of Commissioners, also expressed 
concerns about the extent to which the 
county would be liable if the problem re-
mained unchecked and an inmate were 
to die. 

“The nature of this crisis is that we’re 
putting inmates' health and lives at risk,” 
Grebner said. “There are lots of standards 
of medical care, but the standard that re-
ally matters is called ‘depraved indiffer-
ence to human life.’ That’s what triggers 
seven- and eight-figure judgments.” 

Commissioner Mark Polsdofer de-
scribed the current staffing situation as 
“bordering inhumane.” 

Added Commissioner Randy Maiville: 
“We don’t need another opportunity for 
Geoffrey Fieger to file a lawsuit against 
Ingham County, and I’m starting to 
sense that we’re getting close to that.” 

A resolution that was set to be ap-
proved on Tuesday night (April 26) after 
City Pulse’s print deadline will give Coun-
ty Controller Gregg Todd a greenlight to 
contract with an outside agency to get 
the jail staffed — and quickly. Todd said 
he hasn’t finalized the plans for that stop-
gap solution, but he has only mentioned 
one potential arrangement by name: 
And it’s with Sparrow Health System. 

Todd said that a potential “public-pri-
vate partnership” between Sparrow 
Health Systems (and its staffing agency 
Vituity) could help temporarily re-staff 
the jail while the county solicits bids for 
longer term models. Those could also 
include a permanent partnership with 
Sparrow or Vituity. 

Todd also floated the idea of hiring 
an outside firm that specializes entirely 
in jail healthcare, but several commis-
sioners said they’d prefer pursuing an 
arrangement with a trusted, local part-
ner. Officials at Sparrow Health System 
didn’t respond to multiple messages over 
the last week. 

Visit lansingcitypulse.com for contin-
ued coverage — including more infor-
mation about how the Board of Commis-
sioners voted on the staffing resolution at 
its Tuesday (April 26) night meeting. 

Jail
from page 5

City Pulse/Kyle Kaminski 

A millage passed in 2018 provided 
about $37 million to rebuild the county 
jail in Mason into a more modern facil-
ity that’s set to open later this year. In 
addition to the latest medical staffing 
concerns, the aging condition of the jail 
itself has posed a series of problems 
for the county. 

City Pulse/Kyle Kaminski 

Several pieces of equipment have out-
lived their useful life at the county jail 
in Mason.  
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

 

OF THE WEEK

Protesters march for 
Lyoya in Lansing 

About 200 people marched 
through the streets of down-
town Lansing to the State Cap-
itol on Thursday (April 21) to 
demand justice for Patrick Ly-
oya, a 26-year-old Congolese refugee who was shot in the back 
of the head by a Grand Rapids Police Department officer April 
4. Members of Lyoya’s family could be seen waving a Congolese 
flag amid the large crowd. 

Cops shoot man at East Lansing Meijer 
Two unnamed East Lansing Police Department officers were 

placed on paid leave after they were involved in shooting an 
unnamed man on Monday evening (April 25) near the Meijer 
on Lake Lansing Road. A caller reportedly told police at about 
6:30 p.m. that a man had pocketed a gun from inside his car 
and entered the store. After being chased out by police, the “of-
ficers encountered the subject and shots were fired,” according 
to an ELPD press release. The man is reportedly hospitalized 
in stable condition. It’s unclear whether he was armed when he 
was shot, but a weapon was reportedly found on scene. Several 
agencies crowded the parking lot into the night. Both officers 
involved had fewer than three years of experience. It’s unclear 
whether one or both police officers fired. The case was imme-
diately turned over to the Michigan State Police to investigate. 
No other details have been released. 

Lansing to launch lottery for ‘guaranteed income’ 
At least 100 households in Lansing will be randomly select-

ed to receive $500 a month for 18 months as part of Mayor 
Andy Schor’s plan to spend nearly $49 million in federal pan-
demic funds. City officials expect to begin collecting at least 
500 applications in the next 12 months. From there, at least 
100 of them — perhaps 150 — will be picked for the monthly 
cash windfall. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com. 

Pot sales skyrocket for 420 Day
Michigan tracked 2.3 tons of marijuana flower sold on 

April 20— up 242% from last year and 444% from 2020. All 
told, about $15.5 million in weed sales were tracked over the 
holiday, another significant increase from 2020. 

Ellison to open third brewery in REO Town 
Ellison Brewery and Spirits is nearing the finish line on long-

time plans to open a third location, on Washington Avenue. The 
Lansing City Council voted Mon-
day (April 25) to approve a liquor 
license and a series of other per-
mits. Grand opening plans hinge 
mostly on approval from the state’s 
Liquor Control Commission. Read 
more at lansingcitypulse.com. 

Lansing cops settle excessive force lawsuit 
The city of Lansing has agreed to cover the legal costs and 

pay $7,500 to a teenager who alleged that officers discrimi-
nated against her and used excessive force in her 2019 arrest. 
Video footage showed an officer striking 16-year-old DeShaya 
Reed more than a dozen times while cops tried to load her 

into the back of a police vehicle. Reed has agreed to dismiss 
her suit and police have admitted to no wrongdoing. 

Lansing adopts flood-prone streets at Red Cedar 
The Council resolved to turn the roads in the Red Cedar de-

velopment project into public streets — including one at the 
edge of the floodplain that routinely becomes impassable. But 
taxpayers needn’t worry about the extra maintenance and re-
pair costs: developers said they have it all covered. Read more 
at lansingcitypulse.com. 

Former city executive returns to Lansing 
Shelbi Frayer has returned to her old job of chief strategy of-

ficer. During Frayer’s 10-month tenure, ending in June 2020, 
she identified “over $10 million in savings” and 
helped keep the budget balanced at the onset of 
the pandemic, Schor has said. She was replaced 
by former city treasurer and income tax admin-
istrator Judy Kehler, who recently resigned. 
Frayer was appointed chief financial officer in 
Flint last year, but she quit after six months.  

Passerby finds dead man in Grand River 
Kevin Lee Wallace, 52, of Lansing, was found dead in the 

Grand River on Saturday afternoon (April 23) near the Bren-
ke Fish Ladder in Old Town. Authorities said he was first 
reported missing on March 15. Crowds 420 Music Festival 
attendees at Adado Riverfront Park watched crews pull Wal-
lace’s body from the river. No foul play is suspected. The inves-
tigation will continue. 

Nassar survivors file suit against FBI 
Thirteen survivors of sexual abuse by disgraced former USA 

Gymnastics doctor Larry Nassar have filed civil claims against 
the FBI totaling $130 million following a federal investiga-
tion that showed the bureau had failed to properly investigate 
their allegations and halt Nassar’s crimes. 

Nonprofit plans to build on McLaren campus 
Child and Family Charities launched a $7 million fundrais-

ing campaign to rebuild portions of the former McLaren cam-
pus on Greenlawn Avenue into “The Jackson House,” a home 
for local youth who lack safe, stable housing. Jackson National 
Life Insurance has already pitched in about $1 million. Other 
naming rights are available. Visit childandfamily.org for details. 

CATA to move to electric buses by 2035 
The public transportation authority’s Board of Directors 

voted unanimously to transition its entire busing fleet — as 
well as all other CATA vehicles — from gas to electric with-
in the next 13 years. At least three electric buses and their 
charging ports are set to be purchased this year. 

German company plans local headquarters 
ATESTEO, a German company that provides drivetrain 

testing services for the automotive industry, is considering 
spending about $700,000 to expand a leased building on 
West Road in East Lansing into its new North American 
headquarters,  a plan that also involves about $26 million in 
equipment and the creation of at least 46 new jobs, reports 
the Lansing State Journal. 
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding  

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

DESIGN
FOR

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN &  
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

“Eyesore of the Week” is our weekly look at 
some of the seedier properties in Lansing. It ro-
tates with Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for 
Design. Have a suggestion? Email Managing 
Editor Kyle Kaminski at eye@lansingcitypulse.
com or call in a nomination at 517-999-6715. 

5510 S. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd. 

This week’s featured property is a 
casualty of the city of Lansing’s com-
petitive marijuana licensing opera-
tions: a small shack on South Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Boulevard that 
recently had some big ambitions 
of somehow getting involved with 
the cannabis industry. Owner Toby 
Heaton said those plans have since 
gone up in smoke, so the building 
has been left to decay. 

Large sheets of off-blue paint peel-
ing from the building are so large 
that they blow like flags in the wind. 
Sunlight shines through a large hole 
in the roof onto moldy piles of trash 
inside. A broken recliner and other 
debris decorate the landscaping. Ev-
ery window has been shattered. 

This stretch of south Lansing isn’t 
exactly known for its scenic beauty 
— and this doesn’t help. 

Heaton declined to get into specif-
ics last week, but told City Pulse that 
he leased the land last year to a com-
pany that had attempted and failed 
to “do something in the marijuana 
industry.” He also said he anticipates 
“regaining possession” of the proper-
ty before the end of the summer. 

At which point, he also expects to 
put the blighted little shack out of its 
misery. 

“Once I have control of the land 
again, it’ll probably be razed, maybe 
rebuilt,” Heaton said. 

Heaton — in addition to being 
the owner of Okemos-based Front-
line Appraisal Inc. — said that he 
owns several other properties across 
Greater Lansing and takes pride in 
their appearances. 

—KYLE KAMINSKI 
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Ten years ago, then-Ingham County Treasurer Eric Schertzing told City Pulse 
he had serious concerns about Lansing Township’s plan to “play developer” by 
putting its finances on the line for a new project at the Eastwood Towne Center 
known as The Heights. 

He said it was risky. Turns out he was right. 
Leaders of the miniscule municipality, an ab-

surd amalgamation of five separate geographic 
parcels scattered around Lansing’s city limits, 
wagered that the success of the project would 
generate more than enough cash to pay off some 
$200 million in long-term debt and lease obli-
gations incurred by the Eastwood Downtown 
Development Authority, and ultimately by the 
township itself. It was a ballsy move for a gov-
ernment with an annual operating budget of 
less than $5 million. 

We won’t bother to dive into the weeds of the 
head-spinning, overleveraged, ill-advised finan-
cial house of cards township leaders managed to 
concoct. Nor will we dwell, at least not for long, 
on the appearance of a wildly incestuous rela-
tionship between former planning director Ste-
ven Hayward, who left his position as the mas-
termind of the township’s grand development 
vision — including the misbegotten Heights 
deal — only to sign on as a consultant to the late 
Michael Eyde’s real estate conglomerate, the op-
posing team as it were, which is now suing the 
township for a cool $11 million. 

The massive debts the DDA and the township 
incurred for The Heights fiasco may well be the 
last straw that pushes them over the fiscal cliff. 
Just six months ago, township officials narrowly 
avoided insolvency by approving a new special 
assessment, ostensibly to fund its Police and 
Fire departments, that bumped up property tax bills for township residents by 
$250 annually for three years. The new millage, which was approved without 
a vote of the people, is expected to raise a total of about $4.6 million, but it’s 
not nearly enough to dig out of the deep fiscal hole in which the township now 
finds itself. Another monumental tax increase is almost 
certainly lurking just around the corner for township res-
idents and businesses. 

We have a better idea. Since it’s not fair to burden the 
township’s 4,000 tax-paying households with the fool-
ish mistakes of its leaders, we think Lansing Township 
should be altogether dissolved as a government entity. Al-
though the road to annexation would be rough, the town-
ship’s disjointed parcels could be subsumed into the city 
of Lansing and its unfathomable debts discharged through a simultaneous trip 
to bankruptcy court. 

With an expanded tax base from absorbing the township’s footprint, includ-
ing Eastwood, the city could easily extend police and fire services to its five, tiny 
tracts of land. Township residents themselves would be better served by city Po-

lice and Fire departments with state-of-the-art equipment instead of the town-
ship’s forlorn public safety departments that can barely afford to put gasoline in 
their aging emergency vehicles. 

The only legitimate objection township res-
idents could have to becoming part of Lansing 
is the significant disparity in tax rates between 
the two entities. Homestead property tax rates 
in the township would jump by almost 25%, 
but that gap is likely to shrink as the township is 
forced to transfer the burden of its fiscal calami-
ty to the pocketbooks of its residents. 

For township voters, the prospect of paying a 
few more mills and getting full-fledged public 
services from city departments begins to look 
a bit more attractive. There also may be a path 
in state law to declare the township as a “home-
stead neighborhood empowerment zone,” which 
would allow a transitional tax rate that softens 
the sticker shock for township residents, at least 
in the short term. 

Through the years, Lansing Township leaders 
have resisted regional cooperation in almost all 
its forms. When challenged or criticized, they 
are quick to claim “they were here first” — a ref-
erence to the completely irrelevant fact that the 
township was legally incorporated before the 
city of Lansing. This sense of defiant indepen-
dence has manifested itself as a “go it alone” at-
titude that’s made the township something of a 
pariah in the Greater Lansing region.  

Now, some might argue, they are getting their 
due. 

We’re loath to suggest that Gov. Whitmer ap-
point an emergency manager to right the ship, 
but it is another option to consider. It may be the 

shortest and surest route to dissolving the township and handing what’s left over 
to Lansing. Michigan’s emergency management statute authorizes the governor 
to “disincorporate or dissolve the municipal government and assign its assets, 
debts, and liabilities as provided by law.” The disincorporation of the local gov-

ernment is subject to a vote of its electors if required by 
law, but township voters faced with paying higher taxes 
anyway might just be in the mood to support the move. 

Former Lansing mayor Virg Bernero was fond of call-
ing Lansing Township an “historical anachronism” and 
the “North Korea of municipal governments.” Now that 
the township has bungled its way to the brink of financial 
disaster, flipping its middle finger at the rest of the region 
all the while, 

perhaps he wasn’t too far off the mark.  
It’s time to write the final chapter in 

Lansing Township’s history by putting 
it out of its misery and annexing it into 
the city of Lansing.

Editor’s note
Dedria Humphries Barker’s 
monthly column will appear 

next week. 

Lansing Township’s house of cards 

Have something to say about a local issue or an item that appeared in our pages? Now you have two ways to sound off:
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Lansing Board of Water & Light 
general manager Dick Peffley is start-
ing to have some real problems on his 
hands, even though he refuses to look 
down and acknowledge that he’s still 
holding them.

State environmental records 
released in January revealed that 
Peffley has known for nearly two 
years about dangerous chemical 
contamination leaking from the large 
toxic coal ash ponds that surround 
the Erickson Power Station in Delta 
Township — which for decades may 
have also poisoned nearby drinking 
water supplies feeding private wells 
and municipal systems.

High levels of lithium, boron, TDS 
and molybdenum have been leaching 
from the three ponds since 2020 and 
still neither BWL nor state regulators 
knows how long the problem has 
existed — though the plant, which is 
off Canal Road in Eaton County, has 
operated the ponds since 1974. 

When City Pulse broke that news, 
Peffley and his PR team quickly 
jumped into action — except the 
damage control wasn’t centered on 
assessing environmental and public 
health risks. Instead, it was about 
protecting BWL’s public image.

And that’s simply not the type 
of leadership we need at a publicly 
owned utility company. 

In a January op-ed, Peffley attacked 
City Pulse’s credibility for sounding 
the alarm about the potential for con-
taminated groundwater and drink-
ing water supplies — even outright 
denying that drinking water could 
be contaminated despite experts 
who have suggested otherwise. The 
experts similarly poured cold water 
on BWL’s latest contention that the 
pollution is occurring naturally 

Groundwater feeds drinking water 
supplies. At best, it was unclear then 
whether contaminated groundwater 
was reaching drinking water drawn 
by wells. Meanwhile, utility docu-
ments didn’t show any plans to test 
drinking water and BWL spokes-
woman Amy Adamy was too busy 

building a media firewall around 
Peffley and other top executives 
to answer our questions. She has 
learned well from longtime Lansing 
public relations practitioner Steve 
Serkaian, executive director of public 
affairs at BWL and a holdover from 
the Bernero days.

Instead of an interview, Peffley 
responded only in a polished op-ed 
in which he repeatedly questioned 
assessments from environmental ex-
perts and insisted that drinking water 
is safe and that BWL’s water supplies 
continue to “meet or exceed” all reg-
ulatory safety 
standards.

While tech-
nically true, 
his statements 
completely 
ignored the 
potential for contamination at dozens 
of private wells that provide drinking 
water for hundreds of people near 
Erickson. His statements also didn’t 
offer much acknowledgement that 
a problem even existed, much less 
explain why BWL officials seemed 
to have alerted nobody of the public 
health concerns.

About a month later, without hav-
ing directly addressed any problems, 
the PR campaign continued with the 
announcement that BWL had “proac-

tively” tested six drinking wells in the 
area. It was a sweetheart move for a 
utility company caught in the midst 
of a possible cover up.

Except, it wasn’t. BWL wasn’t pro-
actively doing anything.

The company, instead, had actually 
been ordered by state regulators to 
get a handle on the pollution situa-
tion. Moreover, those reactive results 
spelled out some really bad news: 

BWL only tested six wells. And all of 
them came back for potentially dan-
gerously high levels of boron.

That’s a six for six, Dick. 
Michigan doesn’t set health limits 

on boron in drinking water, though 
groundwater limits of 0.5 mg/L are 

in place. EPA 
also has an 
unenforceable 
“advisory” lim-
it of 6 mg/L 
for adults and 
3 mg/L for 

children. BWL’s well tests detected 
boron levels between 2.48 mg/L and 
4.17 mg/L.

Research shows that boron is 
harmful to plant life at lower levels. 
Boron has also been linked to devel-
opmental and reproductive toxici-
ty, low birth weight and shrunken 
testicles.

Peffley, apparently, hasn’t been 
drinking from those taps. His ballsy 
PR campaign only continues.

EPA documents showed that BWL 

claimed to be in compliance with 
federal coal ash rules, but experts said 
those rules were violated back in 2017 
when BWL failed to test for contam-
ination.

BWL has also repeatedly made 
claims about the investigation 
process that directly contradict 
statements from EGLE. In other in-
stances, Adamy and Peffley have only 
downplayed the issue.

Even BWL Board Chairman 
David Price — someone who should 
definitely be in the know — wasn’t 
informed of the contamination 
problems before January. He was 
told the ponds weren’t contaminating 
groundwater, which was also directly 
contradicted by regulatory docu-
ments.

And when presented with EGLE’s 
statements, Adamy has still insisted 
the agency is wrong.

Meanwhile, Peffley still claims to be 
“proactively” investigating the situa-
tion despite having known about the 
issue at the Erickson Power Station as 
early as April 2020, records showed.

While the state has ordered at least 
another 60 wells to be tested, BWL 
still doesn’t have a handle on the 
pollution plume’s size or location, 
how many drinking water wells are 
contaminated in the nearby vicinity 
or how long its neighbors have been 
sipping on and showering in boron 
water.

From Day One, BWL has not been 
forthcoming about this public health 
calamity — denying our reporters 
an opportunity to conduct basic 
interviews and then failing to answer 
several emailed questions. The latest 
PR tactic seems to be centered on 
simply ignoring City Pulse altogether 
and hoping the problem — or at least 
public awareness of the problem — 
just evaporates.

We’re reluctant to say this next 
statement given the inadequate lead-
ership also tied to his predecessor: 
But if Peffley and the rest of his team 
don’t start prioritizing public safety 
over their public image, then perhaps 
it’s time for him to seriously consider 
resigning from the post.

Maybe Peffley is the problem
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By KYLE MELINN
Her voice cracking with emotion, 

Sen. Lana Theis talked about how 
today’s children are being 
exposed to almost un-
speakable subjects and 
material. 

Speaking on our 
MIRS podcast this 
week, Theis was near 
tears as she tried to 
explain why she signed 
off on a campaign email 
that suggested fellow Sen. Mallory 
McMorrow was a “progressive social 
media troll” who was interested in 
“grooming and sexualizing kinder-
gartners.” 

“It is precisely because I am trying 
to protect our children that I’m stand-
ing in this space, and you’re right, that 
language was edgy — you might even 
call it snarky. I had intended some 
edits, which didn’t make it through, 
but here we are. It was never intended 
to call the senator those things.” 

But she did. And McMorrow 
responded with a Senate floor speech 
that went viral. Hillary Clinton even 
boosted it at one point.  

“I am a straight, white Christian, 
married suburban mom. I want my 
daughter to know that she is loved, 
supported and seen for whoever she 
becomes,” she said. “I want her to be 
curious, emphatic and kind. People 
who are different are not the reason 
that our roads are in bad shape after 
decades of disinvestment or that 
health care costs are too high or that 
teachers are leaving the profession.” 

Instead of Theis raising mon-
ey for her campaign against ul-
tra-right-winger Mike Detmer, it was 
McMorrow who raked in more than 
$200,000 for her reelection in about 
36 hours. 

For reference, your average state 
Senate campaign raises $200,000. 

Theis, as the chairwoman of the 
Senate Education and Career Readi-
ness Committee, is being sucked into 
the latest social conservative vacu-
um. The modern movement toward 
LGBTQ lifestyles is being not only 
accepted but explored by teenagers. 

Society is continuing its evolution 
toward being more accepting toward 
others. As expected, some are having a 
hard time with it. Politically, conser-
vatives pounce on it. 

Sexual content and kids ignites 
new conservative hysteria

Today it’s LGBTQ in youth. Yes-
terday it was transgender people in 
bathrooms. Before that, it was gay 
marriage. Prior to that, LGBTQ 
people, in general. You can go all the 
way back to interracial marriage or 
busing.  

Fear is used in politics all the time. 
This time, it’s preying on the fears 
of parents that …  do you want your 
child to be gay? 

McMorrow talked about this when 
we had her on the podcast.  

“What I think is being inflated in 
a very, again, fear-mongering moral 
panic kind-of-way is (that) people in 
the world exist,” she said. “I think that 
just showing kids that people exist 
and that everybody is worth … that is 
not the same as teaching sex acts to 
children, which is not happening.” 

What is happening is youths are 
talking about these issues among 
themselves. Their friends are non-bi-
nary, for example. They are using 
“they” pronouns without thinking 
about it. 

If a friend is exploring a same-sex 
relationship, it’s becoming almost no 
different than a boy-girl relationship. 

Added on top of this is how the 
boundaries in literature are also 
being pushed. Remember when “The 
Catcher in the Rye” was a big deal 
because of the language? 

Consider now the graphic and 
disturbing rape scenes in books 
like “Push”. This was made into the 
2009 film “Precious,” and it’s in some 
school libraries.  

It only adds fuel to the conservative 
panic. To them, this is pornography, 
not a story of a teenager overcoming 
horrible odds to receive an education. 

“They’re providing gender confu-
sion” in pre-kindergarten through 
third grade. “It’s causing the gender 
fluidity that’s going on. We never had 
this issue before. They desensitizing 
kids to highly sexualized conversa-
tions that are incredibly inappropri-
ate,” Theis said. 

But just as we all survived the 
racy material when were young, our 
youths will do the same. They will 
learn, accept and advance. Just as we 
did. 

(City Pulse columnist Kyle Me-
linn covers the Capitol for the 
news service MIRS. Email him at                                      
melinnky@gmail.com.)

POLITICS

"�is Is A Very Solid Point. Tony Starks net worth was 12.4 
billion, Bruce Wayne net worth was 9 billion so what the hell 

is Je� Bezos waiting on to start his superhero team???
Let's discuss......"

- Charlamagne �a God

Paid for by a BMF

Jeff Bezos really worth 200B and aint
Batman or Ironman yet. That mf a bum.
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By TRINA COOLMAN 
(Trina Coolman is the mother of 

Noah Sisung, an 
18-year-old man 
from Holt who was 
shot and killed in 
Lansing last October 
in an incident that 
involved a 13- and 
16-year-old, who 
were both charged 
as juveniles in his 
murder last month. 
Both teenagers plead-
ed guilty to lesser charges of assault 
with intent to commit armed robbery. 
The seventh grader also pleaded guilty 
to involuntary manslaughter. Ingham 
County Prosecutor Carol Siemon’s 
decision to charge them as juveniles 
effectively allowed them to escape the 
possibility of a decades-long prison 
sentence in favor of court-ordered treat-
ment and supervision — and possibly 
only until age 21.) 

I am writing in response to the April 13 
City Pulse editorial about my son Noah, 

who was killed in October by yet more 
gun violence in Ingham 
County. The unnamed 
author said the kids 
who were charged in his death deserved 
to be punished for their actions and 
that there are few crimes as heinous 
as taking a life. What do you consider 
proper punishment for taking a life? 

How would you feel if it were your 
child? Is it possible to ‘age out’ of 
killing someone? We did not ask for 
revenge. Those are your words. We are 
not “skirting the century-old juvenile 
court system.” We simply asked for 
what is available under current Michi-
gan law. 

We don’t live in centuries past. We 
are here in 2022 where gun violence 
and children killing children has 
become commonplace. And making 
sweeping gun policies to keep people 
out of jail sends a very clear message 
to those committing these crimes. And 
they are listening. 

Since Ingham County Prosecutor 
Carol Siemon took office in 2016, the 
homicide rate has risen every year — to 
the point it is now more than triple the 
rate of when she began her “vision for 
the justice system.” 

In our case, the prosecutor had the 
opportunity to negotiate with these 
boys to take a gun off the streets. She 
didn’t do that. She had the opportunity 
to ask for a blended sentence where the 
boys could be evaluated on their reha-
bilitation prior to release. She didn’t do 
that either. 

These are things we asked for. In-
stead, they could be summarily released 
with sealed records on their 21st birth-
days, regardless of whether they are 
rehabilitated.  

As a result of these actions, another 
family will undoubtedly suffer the same 
consequences. 

And last week’s editorial is absolute-
ly wrong: Siemon was not elected to 
focus on underlying causes of crime 
and bring her personal agenda to the 
county. While Siemon is busy standing 
up to community pressure (the citizens 
who hired her) and bringing a more 
progressive vision to Ingham County, 
the people who elected her to prose-
cute deserve to have accountability. It’s 

blatantly clear that her policies don’t 
work and don’t keep the citizens of our 
community safer.  

It certainly did not keep Noah safe. If 
Siemon chooses to rally for change, do 
it with the legislature and change the 
laws — not gambling with our lives and 
our children’s lives. 

For anyone at City Pulse to say that 
it would feel good for our family to 
see another person “stoned to death 
on the Capitol lawn” is disgusting and 
disrespectful. We have to suffer the loss 
of our child for the rest of our lives. So, 
yes, it doesn’t feel like punishment that 
they will have fresh starts in just a few 
years with zero accountability. 

Opinion

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
PROBATE COURT
INGHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent's Estate

Case No. 21-001522-DE
Estate of Timothy Robert 
Brussow, Decedent. Date of 
birth: 09/20/1966.
TO ALL CREDITORS: 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: 
The decedent, Timothy 
Robert Brussow, died 
09/17/2021. Creditors of the 
decedent are notified that 
all claims against the estate 
will be forever barred unless 
presented to Amelia Brussow 
Day, personal representative, 
or to both the probate court 
at 313 W. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing, MI 48933, and the 
personal representative with-
in 4 months after the date of 
publication of this notice.
Date: 4-19-2022
Christopher A Hogan P41490
2156 Plainfield Ave., NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49505
Amelia Brussow Day
12364 Apple Cart Court Lane
Lowell, MI 49331      
           CP#22-093

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
PROBATE COURT
INGHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent's Estate

Case No. 22-000463-DE
Estate of Dawn Elizabeth 
Collins, Decedent. Date of 
birth: 01/09/1959.
TO ALL CREDITORS: 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: 
The decedent,  Dawn 
Elizabeth Collins, died 
February 5, 2022. Creditors of 
the decedent are notified that 
all claims against the estate 
will be forever barred unless 
presented to Christopher J. 
Oravitz, personal represen-
tative, or to both the probate 
court at 313 W. Kalamazoo 
St., Lansing, MI 48933, and 
the personal representative 
within 4 months after the date 
of publication of this notice.
Date: 03-25-2022.
Jack Weinstein P22122
805 S. Michigan Ave.
Saginaw, MI 48602 
989-790-2242
Christopher J. Oravitz
222 12th Avenue
Tawas City, MI 48763
989-980-9999      
           CP#22-094

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT 

COUNTY OF INGHAM
PUBLICATION OF NOTICE 

OF HEARING 
FILE No. 22-000390-GA-P33
In the matter of Charlena 
C r a w f o r d .  TO  A L L 
INTERESTED PERSONS 
including: whose address(es) 
is/are unknown and whose 
interest in the matter may be 
barred or affected-by the fol-
lowing:
TAKE NOTICE: A hear-
ing will be held May 19th, 
2022 at 11:30am at 313 W. 
Kalamazoo St. Lansing, MI 
before Judge Dunnings for 
the following purpose:
Guardianship hearing for 
incapacitated adult. 
                   
Penny Howard
Ingham County DHHS
5303 S. Cedar Street
Lansing, MI 48911
                          CP#22-096

NOTICE TO CREDITORS: 
Trust estate of the

 Robert J. Morse Trust, 
dated January 7, 2014.

STATE OF MICHIGAN – 
COUNTY OF EATON:
Estate of Robert J. Morse, 
Decedent. Date of Birth: 
February 3, 1929. Name of 
Trust: Robert J. Morse Trust.

TO ALL CREDITORS AND 
INTERESTED PERSONS: 
The decedent and set-
tlor, Robert J. Morse, died 
March 2, 2022. Creditors of 
the decedent are notified 
that all claims against the 
Trust, established January 7, 
2014, will be forever barred 
unless presented to Merle 
L. Morse, named Successor 
Trustee, or Attorney Bradley 
A. Vauter (P35762) within 
4 months after date of pub-
lication of this notice. It is 
not expected that a dece-
dent’s probate estate will be 
opened. Notice is further giv-
en that the Trust Estate will 
be assigned and distributed 
to the persons entitled after 
the four-month period. Merle 
L. Morse, Successor Trustee: 
221 Edgewood Blvd, Apt. 6, 
Lansing, MI 48911, (517) 
775-1599. Bradley Vauter & 
Associates, P.C.: 11963 E. 
Andre Drive, Ste. D, Grand 
Ledge, MI 48837; (517) 853-
8015.
                          CP#22-097

Juvenile sentencing offers ‘zero accountability’ for murder 

Coolman
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By CHLOE ALVERSON 
The late poet Robert Frost once said, 

“A poem begins with a lump in the 
throat; a homesickness or a love sick-
ness. It is a reaching-out toward expres-
sion; an effort to find fulfillment.” For lo-
cal poet Masaki Takahashi, some of that 
gratifying fulfillment has arrived: he is 
the Lansing region’s new poet laureate.

Last Thursday evening, Michigan 
State University’s Erickson Kiva Hall 
was abuzz, but class wasn’t in session — 
it was a “passing of the laurel” ceremony 
honoring Takahashi.  

A who’s who of both community 
members and poetry-scene fixtures 
were in attendance, including the pre-
vious two poet laureates, 2019’s Laura 
Apol and 2017’s Dennis Hinrichsen. 
Apol shared poetry and reflected on her 
time as poet laureate before officially 
passing the title to Takahashi.  

A few years ago, Hinrichsen, the Cap-
ital City’s first poet laureate, told Taka-
hashi he thought the position would be 
perfect for him. Beyond that, Takahashi 
also credited Hinrichsen for helping re-
structure and reframe his poetry writ-
ing.  

In his two-year term as poet laureate, 
Takahashi said he hopes to repay the fa-
vor by further bolstering Lansing’s sup-
portive poetry scene to not just poets, 
but all locals.  

“Poetry is not introduced to a lot of 
people,” Takahashi told City Pulse. “I 
want to introduce it to this community, 
and I want people to get better at it.” 

The 36-year-old Lansing native, who 
works a daytime software job, said he 
was able to amplify his poetry career 
after the pandemic started. The shut-
down gave him time to slow down and 
schedule more time to both write and 
edit his poems. But Takahashi has been 
an active force in the local spoken-word 
poetry scene for years.  

“I’ve done regional poetry slams with 
some of the best national champions 
of poetry,” he said. “I’ve hosted my own 
events and built great relationships. 
And I’ve met pretty much all my heroes, 
when it comes to poetry.”  

Takahashi said he used to travel on an 
open-mic circuit to share his poetry, but 

the results were lackluster. It was then 
he realized there wasn’t a go-to space 
specifically for reading poetry.  

“They’d go, ‘Oh, what are you doing? 
You don’t have an instrument?’ and I 
would say, ‘I’m doing poetry,’” he said. 
“They’d say, ‘Oh, no, it doesn’t go well 
here.’”  

So, with the help of his friend Dylan 
Rogers, who co-owns The Robin The-
atre, Takahashi started The Poetry 

Room in 2017. It’s a spoken word open-
mic show at the theater. The events 
draw a decent crowd, sometimes it’s 
standing room only.  

When he was an “angsty teenager,” 
Takahashi said he was into hip-hop, 
which led him to write raps and study 
freestyle battles. One of his role mod-
els was Jin Au-Yeung, or MC Jin — the 
first Asian American solo rapper to be 
signed to a major record label. As an 
Asian American himself, Takahashi said 
learning how freestyles work made him 
feel protected and secure.  

“When you’re an Asian American in 
this country, you’re going to have to face 
some bullies,” he said. “You can’t fight 
them all physically. You get really good 
at making jokes.”  

He recalled a moment from his first 
job at Walmart when a customer ap-
proached him and started singing the 

chorus of Carl Douglas’ “Kung Fu Fight-
ing.” Takahashi responded by singing 
“Cotton Eye Joe.”   

As he’s gotten older, the poet has re-
flected on his past to help tell his story 
as an Asian American and it’s made him 
fall in love with poetry even more.  

“It’s a story that I have to tell from dif-
ferent perspectives,” Takahashi said. “It 
helps me understand that we lack the 
space held for people of color. Just be-
cause three or four people of color walk 
into a room doesn’t mean it’s diverse.” 

With that, the new poet laureate said 
he would like to create more spaces for 
people of color and have conversations 
about diversity within the community. 

In his own work, he draws a lot of inspi-
ration from his perspective as an Asian 
American and the hardships that he’s 
faced, including working three jobs as a 
young adult. But he also doesn’t want to 
forget the positives.  

“You have to really live with all the bad 
and the good,” Takahashi said. “Experi-
encing life, as it is, and taking in those 
small moments is a great and beautiful 
thing.”  

As poet laureate, Takahashi will con-
nect the community to poetry, while also 
staying in touch with the fixtures in the 
community, including some of the faces 
seen at his ceremony last week — in-
cluding Lauren Russell, the director of 
the Center for Poetry at Residential Col-
lege of Arts and Humanities (RCAH) at 
MSU, and Ruelaine Stokes, president of 
the Lansing Poetry Club.  

Looking back, the poet laureate posi-

tion was created in 2017 in a partner-
ship between the Lansing Poetry Club, 
the RCAH and the Lansing Economic 
Area Partnership (LEAP).  

“The poet laureate’s formal responsi-
bility is to be an ambassador for poetry 
in the Lansing region,” said Emma Bo-
tswick, LEAP’s tri-county development 
manager. “The poet laureate promotes 
poetry as an art form and is working to 
expand access to the literary arts.”  

One of the expectations is that the 
poet will implement one major poetry 
project each year. The projects are a way 
to increase public awareness of poetry 
and to “leave a tangible impression” of 
the poet’s work, Botswick said. 

For Takahashi’s first project, he’s set 
to collaborate with spoken word artist 
Megan Falley. He described the project 
as a “retro book fair with poetry read-
ings.” While details are still in the works, 
Takahashi said he is eager to share his 
passion for literature and poetry with 
the community.  

“I want to put my favorite books in 
the libraries,” he said. “I want to indulge 
in my love for literary arts and introduce 
them to people — introduce them to the 
excitement of poetry.”  

Takahashi’s advice for those looking 
to get involved in the poetry communi-
ty? Go to all the events.  

“This poetry scene is growing,” Taka-
hashi said. “People are learning and get-
ting better as we teach them about other 
opportunities.”  

Of course, expanding the budding 
poetry culture in Lansing is something 
that goes hand-in-hand with the pur-
pose of the poet laureate position.  

“These efforts, like the placemaking 
that we have through the poet laureate 
program, are working to enhance our 
communities,” Botswick said. “We are 
both building that stronger sense of 
community, but also keeping top talent 
in this region.”   

Outside of his planned project with 
Falley, Takahashi will also be required to 
host four readings and workshops in the 
counties of Eaton, Ingham and Clinton 
each year. 

The tri-county approach is extremely 
important to the position in getting the 
entire Lansing community involved.  

“This is going to be an exciting two 
years,” Takahashi said. “I’m hoping for 
more resources, more venues and to get 
more people involved. There's nothing 
to it — just to do it.”  
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse 

Masaki Takahashi (center) following his “passing of the laurel” ceremony Thurs-
day (April 21) at Erickson Kiva Hall.   

Lansing’s new poet laureate set to make moves

Poetry in motion  
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By CHLOE ALVERSON  
After more than 20 years working in 

other peoples’ restaurants, a local mar-
ried couple is finally serving up their 
own dishes. Prepared fresh 
in a trailer adorned with doz-
ens of monarch butterflies, 
the newly opened Taqueria 
Monarca is the latest spot for 
authentic Mexican cuisine in 
Lansing.  

 While it opened last week 
in the Sunoco gas station 
parking lot, owners Mario 
Quintero and Ana Cavazos 
first had the idea to open 
their own food truck when 
the pandemic hit. After en-
couragement from their three 
college-aged daughters, the 
couple decided to bring their 
own recipes to life. 

“In restaurants, a lot of people would 
say the food is good,” Quintero said. 
“But that food wasn’t made with my 
recipes. Now, we can create these menu 
items my way, with our own flavor.”  

Both from Mexico, the couple blends 
flavors of their roots on the menu of 

their trailer.  
Quintero is from Michoacán, a state 

near the center of the country, and 
Cavazos is from Tamaulipas, a state 

near the southern border of 
Texas on the Rio Grande. 
Quintero’s home state is 
known for sopes and gord-
itas, while Cavazos’ state is 
famous for carne asada ta-
cos. Cavazos said Taqueria 
Monarca delivers “a combi-
nation” of both.  

“People can enjoy that our 
food comes from our fami-
ly's traditions,” Cavazos said. 
“[That’s] the most import-
ant thing for us.”  

The concise menu consists 
of 10 dishes, like tacos, que-
sadillas and burritos, though 
it might expand to include 

weekly or monthly specials from other 
countries — like Chinese-Mexican food.  

For those in a rush, all of the current 
items can be made in 10-15 minutes. 
Quintero said the dishes are “quality 
food in a quick time.”  

“This is a small food trailer and peo-

ple are in a hurry to eat,” Quintero said. 
“We don’t want people to have to wait a 
half hour to get lunch.”  

As for the inspiration behind the 
name, Cavazos explained that monarch 
butterflies migrate from central Mex-

ico, where Quintero is from, to North 
America.  

“The butterfly represents immigrants, 
and we are immigrants,” she said.  

Follow Taqueria Monarca on Insta-
gram at @taqueriamonarca.  
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By CHLOE ALVERSON
Despite its East Lansing location, 

Risky Studios isn’t just for college 
students. Owners Joshua and Alicia 
Southern hope the multimedia pro-
duction studio will serve as a co-work-
ing space for creatives and businesses 
in the area.

Located on the lower level at 301 
M.A.C. Ave., the Southerns found a 
location that is easily accessible from 
Michigan State University and near 
the center of downtown East Lansing. 
Alicia Southern said that their studio 
will be a great 

resource for students who need access 
to things like recording equipment and 
editing software — things that often 
don’t fit into a college dorm room or 
college budget. 

The couple decided to open the pro-
duction studio after Joshua Southern’s 
production company — Risky Music 
Group — had outgrown its various 
locations within their Lansing home.

“With the desire to want to do more 
collaborations, and the opportunity to 
expand, we knew we had to get out of 
the house,” he said. “We’re at a point 
now where we want to share some of 
the wealth with the community.” 

The space features a recording 
booth, an audio production area and 
backdrops for photography opportu-
nities. Even with the small space, a lot 
can be accomplished in Risky Studios. 
The Southerns intend to build a direc-
tory of clients to promote their busi-

nesses as well — a perk that only Risky 
Studios members can enjoy. 

“Those trusted sources we have for 
photography or whatever it is, we want 
to have that business directory to say, 
‘Hey, do you need this? These are the 
people we trust to do those projects for 
you,’” Alicia Southern said. 

Membership packages are fitting for 
creatives who are using the space con-
sistently. For studio services like pod-
casting, photography and the record-
ing studio, there are hourly rates. An 
hour of music production and vocal 
recording starts at $50. The Southerns 
would be present to act as mentors and 
assist clients through the creative pro-
cess. 

The Southerns also plan to rent out 
the studio for small events of 20 people 
or fewer. Alicia Southern described it as 
a “micro-event space” for networking 
events, open mics and study groups. 

“Anybody who is wanting to venture 
off into any creative endeavor that you 
may have, you can get on our website 
and book some time,” Joshua Southern 
said. “Feel free to reach out.” 

Take the risk out of creating at Risky Studios

By CHELSEA PHILLIPS
Impression 5 Science Center is an 

interactive space for children and fam-
ilies to explore and create using all five 
senses. It is conveniently located in 
downtown Lansing, nestled just be-
tween the Riverwalk Theatre and the 
R. E. Olds Transportation Museum. It 
started in East Lansing in 1972 as one 
of the first interactive science museums 
in the country and made the move to its 
current location in 1982.

The center has spaces dedicated for 
newborns and 
beyond, with 
programs like 
D i s c o v e r y 
Time designed 
for children 
as young as 2, 
and the Youth 

Action Council for children fifth grade 
through 12th grade.

Impression 5 Science Center features 
both stationary and traveling exhib-
its. Executive director Erik Larson ex-
plained that proposals for new exhibits 
come from a variety of sources, such as 
members, staff and sponsors.

“Impression 5 has a team in place that 
actually researches and develops, proto-
types and fabricates its own exhibits,” 
Larson said. 

To supplement those exhibits, the 
museum brings in traveling exhibits 

from all over the country. Creating new 
exhibits can take up to two and a half 
years, according to Larson.

“We know our members and visitors 
want to see new exhibits much more 
frequently than that,” he said. 

Along with the delight of celebrating 
50 years of operation this April, Larson 
said there are exciting changes coming. 
One update the museum is looking to 
do would replace the climbing struc-
ture in the First Impression Room — a 
learning space designated for children 
ages birth to 4 years old. There are plans 
to add a second nursing room, which 
will be located on the first floor of the 
science center. Another change will be 
the addition of a café inside the current 
snack and eating area.

Bringing back Member Nights is also 
on the list of upcoming changes, accord-
ing to Larson. He explained that these 
events were “wrapped around a theme 
or opening of an exhibit” and happened 

several times each year prior to the pan-
demic.

Like many organizations and busi-
nesses, Impression 5 Science Center’s 
operations were impacted by the pan-
demic. Previously, Larson said the mu-
seum had around 3,700 members. That 
number dropped by half during the 
pandemic. The museum’s hours were 
also affected.

“Prior to the pandemic, we were open 
six days a week to the public,” Larson 

said. “We were open until 5 o’clock.”
The museum is open to the public 

four days a week with shortened hours. 
The hour adjustment and operation 
days are things the museum continues 
to evaluate as the pandemic continues, 
Larson said.

Sponsors and government programs 
helped Impression 5 during the pan-
demic, but Larson said that the muse-
um is always looking for more volun-
teers and funding for future projects.

Lasting impressions at Impression 5 Science Center

Impression 5 
Science Center
200 Museum Drive, Lansing
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday – Sunday
(517) 485-8116
Impression5.org
$12 non-member admission Courtesy

The First Impression Room is one of the many exhibits at Impression 5 Science 
Center where young children can safely play and explore.

This occa-
sional 
feature 
highlights 
events and 
milestones 
at local 
nonprof-
its. If you 
would like to 

submit a suggestion please email chloe@
lansingcitypulse.com

Courtesy

Joshua and Alicia Southern celebrated 
the grand opening of Risky Studios on 
Saturday (Feb. 26). Risky Studios

301 M.A.C. Ave., Suite 106, 
East Lansing
(989) 341-3652
booking@
riskystudioslansing.com 

Courtesy

Husband and wife Mario Quintero and Ana Cavazos opened Taqueria Monarca.  

Taqueria 
Monarca 

1801 N. Grand River 
Ave., Lansing 
Monday – Saturday 
11 a.m. – 6 p.m.  

Fly over to Taqueria Monarca for authentic Mexican food 

By MARY CUSACK 
Throughout time, humans have ar-

gued about what art is. Whether this 
piece or that piece is truly art, and about 
the value — the monetary as well as the 
aesthetical — of art. Riverwalk Theatre’s 
latest production, “Art,” employs those 
debates as three friends battle about a 

white canvas. 
Serge (Alan Greenberg) has dived 

into the world of art speculation by pur-
chasing a work of modern art his friend 
Marc (Andrew Stewart) dubbed a “piece 
of white shit.” The pair draw their mal-
leable friend Yvon (Joe Clark) into the 
debate. The more he tries to bridge the 

gap between Marc and Serge, the deeper 
the chasm grows. 

“Art” isn’t really about the paint on 
the canvas, though. It is about the dy-
namics of friendships, and in particular, 
how friendships evolve and sometimes 
devolve. Yasmina Reza’s script brilliant-
ly unwinds the complex 
feelings friends have when 
those dynamics change, es-
pecially as Marc begins to 
understand and admits to 
the real reason he hates the 
painting. 

Reza’s award-winning 
script has been translated 
from its original French, 
and the plot retains its Paris 
setting and cultural refer-
ences. The snappy dialogue 
retains a je ne sais quoi quality that 
makes it feel continental. Suggested 
post-show discussion question: would 
American men dig this deeply into their 
relationship under similar circumstanc-
es? 

The show is a lean 90 minutes, which 
is an appropriate amount of time to 
tell this tale. The pace could be slowed 
down just a tad when Clark speaks, as 

he delivers Yvan’s woe-is-me tirades at 
such a fast clip that parts of his dialogue 
become obscured.  

With that said, Clark provides most of 
the energy in the show. His tour de farce 
monologue about parental politics on 
wedding invitations is easily the high-

light of the show. Still, his 
manic performance high-
lights the unevenness of 
the acting. 

As Marc, Stewart has 
the physicality of the cool 
alpha of the group, but 
when he admits to vul-
nerabilities, his perfor-
mance lacks emotional 
depth. Greenberg’s Serge 
is best when he is wax-
ing poetic about his new 

acquisition, but the physicality of his 
performance often comes off as too stiff 
and actorly.  

“Art” is a masterful script about re-
lationships, but it takes a deft cast to 
capture the intimacy and subtlety of the 
changing power dynamics among these 
friends. While this cast has put forth a 
very strong effort, much is lost in this 
translation. 

Courtesy 

Yvan (Joe Clark) and Marc (Andrew Stewart) desperately try to not insult 
Serge’s (Alan Greenberg, right) newly purchased paining.  

Does Riverwalk Theatre’s ‘Art’ live up to its name? 

“Art”  

April 28 – May 1 
Thursday, 7 p.m. 
Friday – Saturday, 8 p.m.  
Sunday, 2 p.m.  
Tickets start at $10 
Riverwalktheatre.com 
(517) 482-5700 
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supporters. Much of that communion and 
the familial structure of cross support for the 
trans community and allies remain, despite 
an avalanche of legislative and political at-
tacks leveled at the transgender community 
from across the nation. 

Transgender people and their allies have 
been subjected to criminal child abuse in-
vestigations in Texas and silenced in Florida 
schools. Right-wing politicians in Michigan 
have also accused those who support trans-
gender people of “grooming,” pedophilia 
and being forced into gender reassignment 
surgeries. Such allegations were key talking 
points at the Michigan GOP nominating 
convention over the weekend too. 

Welcome to the Trans Wars of 2022. 
It’s a clash that had simmered across the 

country for years, with school districts, pub-
lic bodies and businesses landing in courts 
— both for supporting transgender stu-
dents and for not supporting them — and 
transgender people were subjected to more 
domestic and community violence, includ-

MASTERWORKS 05:

PASSION & EMOTION
MAY 13   |  LANSING SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

By TODD HEYWOOD 
Kammie Mead stood on the lawn of the 

state Capitol on March 31, 
2019, in the early spring 
cold. Under her arm, she 
held a framed photo. She 
was shy, quiet, hanging on 
the edge of a crowd gathered 
for the International Day of 
Transgender Visibility. She 
was there to keep a promise. 

The promise was to her 
son, Ken — who was smiling 
back at her in the picture. 

“I didn’t show it around,” 
she said. “It wasn’t anybody’s 
business. But Ken was there 
with me.” 

Mead, 52, was not hiding 
her son. At 17, eight months 
earlier, he killed himself after 
years of physical, verbal and 
sexual abuse by his peers. 
She could not place a specif-
ic interaction as the trigger See Trans, Page 14

that caused him to hang himself, but he had 
“lost his mental health battles,” she said. She 

struggled with 
her emotions as 
she remembered 
his life. 

“Ken wanted to 
be himself,” she 
said. “Ken want-
ed to be accepted 
for himself.” 

Kammie Mead 
cradled his pic-
ture in her arms, 
placing the pic-
ture close to her 
heart as she lis-
tened to the sto-
ries. And she was 
welcomed to the 
family of trans-
gender, nonbi-
nary and gender 
nonconforming 
people and their 

Transgender community confronts 
toxic, right-wing rhetoric in Michigan 

‘Christian lens’ fueling GOP bigotry against transgender people 

Jamie Hines, 17, a transgender Lansing-area youth: “I really hope these people don’t jump out and start beating me.” 

Ken Mead (right) and his mother, Kammie
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For over a de-
cade, Dr. Erik 
Wert has been a 
primary doctor 
for many local 
LGBTQ people. 
He has watched 
the anti-transgen-
der rhetoric take a 
physical and men-
tal health toll on 
his patients. He 
said the “agreeably 
disagree” construct 
was potentially 
harmful to trans-
gender people. 

“That stress 
adds to the mental 
health and health 
issues for trans-
gender people,” he 
said.  

Many trans-
gender people are 
diagnosed with 
not only gender 
dysphoria — a 
designation in the 
mental health di-
agnostic manual 
many are trying to 
get removed — but 
depression and 
anxiety. 

One of the big-
gest myths occur-
ring in the polit-
ical realm is that 
transgender and 
nonbinary peo-
ple are using such 
designations to 
troll restrooms 
assigned for spe-
cific genders: A 
men’s restroom 
and women’s re-
stroom. By allow-
ing transgender 
people into the 
bathroom which 
matches their 
gender identity, 
opponents like 
Kallman argue, 
puts women and 
children at risk. 

“I don’t think 
anyone is OK with 
a biological male 
— a biological in-
tact male — in the 
locker room with 
high school girls 
and women,” Kall-
man said. 

The bathroom 
arguments have 
been foisted on 
American culture 
since the Victorian 
era, when it was 
considered indecent to provide public 
bathroom facilities for women. People 
of color battled similar implications and 
allegations of sexual assaults during the 
fight to desegregate the country. The 
LGBTQ community has also faced the 
same daunting gauntlet of degradation. 

Resolutions to install more gen-
der-neutral bathrooms in public spac-
es could cost taxpayers more money, 
but Kallman said that’s OK because it 
protects everyone. Yet when Muskeg-
on Public Schools announced a new 
three-story middle school building with 

nothing but single-use unisex bath-
rooms, critics assailed the board for that 
choice. Few solutions please everyone. 

Coming-out stories 
When Claude Johnson-Perry came 

out at 21, he “always knew” he was a boy. 
“I just didn’t have the words to de-

scribe it,” Johnson-Perry, 28, explained, 
noting that he likely suppressed his 
identity for years before his moment of 
self-discovery — a common experience. 

Jamie Hines said she realized she was a woman when she 
hit puberty.

ing murder, and high levels of suicides 
among transfolks because they did not 
have the social or medical support to be-
come the person they saw in their own 
mind’s eye. 

This political drumbeat and vitriolic 
rhetoric targeting transfolks have left 
Mid-Michigan parents and transyouth 
afraid for the future. 

“I absolutely worry that it’s going to 
fan those flames,” said Jim Hines, a lo-
cal fiction writer whose daughter Jamie 
is transgender, referencing the current 
wave of political rhetoric. 

Seventeen-year-old Jamie Hines said 
while she has not experienced violence 
as a result of their gender identity, she’s 
discussed such fears with her sister: 
“It’s like I really hope these people don’t 
jump out and start beating me, because 
that’s a thing we both have to worry 
about.” 

That fear is real, according to national 
advocates for the LGBTQ community. 
The Human Rights Campaign report-
ed 2021 as the deadliest year on record 
for the murders of trans and nonbina-
ry Americans. The organization, which 
touts itself as the largest LGBTQ rights 
advocacy organization in the country, 
identified 50 nonbinary and transgen-
der people who were murdered. The 
organization also noted that the num-
ber is likely significantly lower than the 
actual numbers of 
trans and nonbi-
nary people being 
murdered every 
year, citing data 
that nearly half 
of the 50 cases in 
their report — 24 
of them — had ini-
tially misgendered 
the victims. 

Jamie Hines 
(who uses she/
their pronouns) 
recalled a child-
hood where she 
was blissfully unaware of the construc-
tion of male and female. But as she hit 
puberty, their view of the world shifted 
and she realized she was truly a woman. 
She said she texted her father with the 
realization. 

For Jim Hines, it was not a surprise. 
Jamie Hines had changed their pro-
noun references on social media. De-
spite knowing “more about her” than he 
did before she came out, Jim Hines said 
he still has episodes where he struggles 
with the correct gender pronouns. 

He recalled that he regularly used the 
phrase “you silly boy” as a joking way 
to chastise the children. He’s had to 
remove that from his language, but he 
said extended family still struggles. 

“She’s a lot better about that than me,” 
Jim Hines said. “She reminds me they 
are good people.” 

The idea of gender in western culture 
has been defined, most often, through 
the lens of religious majorities. Under 
this presumptive construct, there are 
two genders: male and female. Reli-
gious opponents of transgender people’s 
rights argue that gender transitions are 
an affront to God. 

As with all things genetically linked, 
the causative genetic interactions re-
lated to the way people perceive their 
gender is shrouded with questions. But 

studies have found that in many ways 
the brain of a transgender person oper-
ates similarly to the gender that person 
identifies with — not the one assigned 
at birth. Scientific American has a deep, 
complicated blog on the interactions of 
the brain, genes, hormones and more. 
The takeaway? There are not just two 
genders. There is a spectrum of gender 
identities and expressions influenced, 
at least in part, by genetics and brain 
structures. 

The other side 
Lansing area attorney David Kallman 

has sued school districts and a fitness 
center gym over 
transgender-in-
clusive policies. 
For him, there 
is a fundamen-
tal conflict be-
tween his re-
ligious beliefs 
and the plural-
istic society of 
America. He 
also represent-
ed parents in a 
lawsuit against 
W i l l i a m s t o n 
C o m m u n i t y 
Schools who 

were trying to overturn a transgender 
inclusion policy. 

Kallman said he doesn’t deny that 
he faces the issue of transgender inclu-
sion with a “Christian lens,” and that’s 

“where a lot 
of people are 
coming from.” 

That lens is 
a fixed bina-
ry of gender: 
male and fe-
male. It leaves 
no room for 
t r a n s g e n -
der people 
or intersex 
persons. But 
gender identi-
ty and expres-
sion arise on a 

continuum, flaunting and transgressing 
that traditional perception of gender by 
calling on people to acknowledge the 
full humanity, including gender identi-
ties, of the gender spectrum. 

His approach, he said, rests with the 
question: “What is the best way to help 
this person?” 

Kallman added: “I don’t look at it as 
if they’re the enemy or somebody that 
I have to try to defeat. But now you’re 
going to have this clashing of positions, 
and that’s what’s leading to the uproar.” 

Kallman said it is unfortunate that 
the legal debate “bleeds over” to people 
“hating each other on both sides.” Quo-
tin his late father, who was an Ingham 
County circuit judge, Kallman said: “We 
can agreeably disagree.” 

Despite this veneer of compassion, 
Kallman admitted he would personally 
struggle with a person in his life com-
ing out as transgender. Asked if he could 
respect the new gender identity and ex-
pression, he said he wouldn’t call that 
person by their newly assumed name or 
pronouns. 

“I have to speak the truth, as I know 
it,” he said. “That would not be the truth 
because you’re either a man or a woman 
and it doesn’t change. I would try to find 
a way to be compassionate without vio-
lating my beliefs.” 

 Jamie Hines with her dad, writer Jim Hines, and their kitten. 

““I don’t look at it as if they’re the 
enemy or somebody that I have to 

try to defeat. But now you’re going 
to have this clashing of positions, and 
that’s what’s leading to the uproar.” 

David Kallman, attorney 

Kallman

Trans
from page 13

See Trans, Page 15
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And while he discovered his identi-
ty through therapy, he was distancing 
himself from identifying as transgender, 
thinking to himself: “I am not transgen-
der. I just didn’t like being a woman.” 

Johnson-Perry spent more than six 
months in counseling before his medi-
cal team would even consider hormone 
treatment. His transition began behind 
the anonymity of the internet. He also 
began the social transition, wearing tra-
ditionally male-assigned clothing. 

“I think my husband was the first 
person I told,” he said. “He said if that 
is who you are, that’s OK, but take it 
slowly.” 

Others in his social and family circles 
were less receptive. 

In DeWitt, 19-year-old Dar Pung 
found himself struggling with his iden-
tity through his youth — that insecurity 
created by looking at a body that was 
not the body his mind associated with 
himself. He thinks that also added to his 
underlying social anxiety. 

“I realized I was trans when I met 
someone in band,” Pung explained. 
“They had talked to me about what it 
was and what it meant. It helped me feel 
like I wasn’t alone.” 

As a younger man, he would tell 
friends he was a boy.  

“Not to deceive them, but to try it 
out,” he said. 

Dar Pung’s father, Joshua Pung, 42, 
is a single father. With three daugh-
ters within a year in age of each other, 
he and his wife would often dress the 
girls in the same dresses. He said when 
Dar came out at 14, he was “actually 
shocked.” It helped launch him into a 
learning process. 

“When we don’t know something, we 
don’t really understand it, or the strug-
gles that are going on,” he said. “At first, 
he just didn’t like wearing dresses. Then 
it progressed that he was wearing more 
and more boys-like clothing. Finally, 
when he was in the fourth grade, Dar 
said, ‘Dad, I don’t want to wear dresses 
anymore.” 

Joshua Pung said throughout Dar 
Pung’s youth, 
he would work 
with other men 
in the family to 
pick up a short-
hand of mas-
culine commu-
nications that 
outsiders found 
confusing. But 
not Dar. He re-
called a specific 
c o n v e r s a t i o n 
where Dar Pung 
had asked if he 
had wished he 
had a son. 

“In hindsight, 
I wish we had 
been more open 
when he was 
younger,” Pung 
said. “It would 
have been easier 
for him to come 
to terms with 
who he is. I think that time fed into his 
anxiety and other issues. It would have 
been better for him.” 

Dar Pung is happily taking his hor-
mones and is considering what is re-

ferred to as “top surgery” in the trans-
gender community — having his breasts 
removed. He is not at this point consid-
ering “bottom surgery,” an intervention 
to reconstruct his genitals to reflect his 
gender identity. 

Wert, the doctor, said transitioning is a 
long, complicated process. Unlike the im-
plications in political rhetoric that chil-
dren are being forced into gender change 
medications and surgeries, it takes at 
least a full year of therapy and medical 
appointments to initiate gender-con-

fiming hormones. 
Puberty blockers are 
not recommended 
by the Endocrine 
Society, the profes-
sional organization 
representing endo-
crinologists, until 
hormones kick in 
with the initiation of 
puberty. 

That’s usually in 
the tween years to early teen years. 

Surgical reconstruction surgery of the 
genitals, Wert explained, is rare. Trans-
gender men do tend to move toward 
breast removal in order to stop wearing 

binders to flatten the chest. 
At the end of the day, Dar Pung recalled 

his grandmother confronting him about 
his gender identity and affirming him. 

“I realized, my gender is mine,” Dar 
Pung said.  

809 E. MICHIGAN AVE. LANSING, MI 48912
(517) 485-7271 • Mon-Fri to 9-6, Sat 9 - 5

Open Mothers Day - 12 to 4 pm

1 dozen roses

Mixed arrangement

Flowering plants

Does inter-
sex validate 
trans? 
Aren’t they 
both both? 
By MELODEE MABBITT 

(Melodee Mabbitt is a freelance 
writer and production staffer for City 
Pulse.) 

I was not 
born with 
a penis or 
a vagina. 
My body is 
not typical-
ly male or 
female. I am 
intersex. 

Intersex 
is invisible. 
You prob-
ably think 
you’ve never 
met an intersex person before. Unless 
your intersex friend is like me and 
enjoys awkward dinner conversation, 
you’ll rarely know that you just met 
an intersex person. 

But we’re as common as twins — 2 
percent of the population. 

Just like sexuality and gender, 
physical sexual traits exist on a spec-
trum. Male and female are only two 
of the possible human sexes. Vari-
ations can occur in genitals, genes, 
gonads or hormones, and the myriad 
of possible natural variations in sex 
traits are called intersex. 

Because our society insists that 
there are only two genders, intersex 
bodies that do not uphold the binary 
are surgically and medically erased. 
The same surgical and hormonal 
treatments denied to trans kids are 
forced on intersex kids so our bodies 
match cosmetic expectations of males 
and females. These cosmetic genital 
surgeries often happen in infancy 
or childhood without our consent 
or knowledge and leave permanent 
harm. 

It is difficult to explain intersex 
existence without a slide show on 

See Mabbitt, Page 16

Mabbitt

Wert

“Stress adds to the mental health 
and health issues for transgender 

people.” 
Erik Wert, physician

Claude Johnson-Perry “always knew” he was a boy, but didn’t come out till 21. 

In fourth grade, Dar Pung (left) told his father, Joshua (left) that he did not want 
to wear dresses any more. 

Trans
from page 14
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human sexual development to illus-
trate how human bodies can naturally 
develop as atypically male or female 
while you listen looking terrified, as if 
the next slide could reveal a photo of 
intersex vulvas. 

Don't worry: My personality is no 
more a function of my genitalia than is 
yours. Don't reduce me to my intersex 
status and imagine that I feel bad about 
my body and should be pitied for my 
"deformity." It doesn't bother me. It's 
just my body. 

I escaped the scalpels that create 
trauma for intersex people. I still have 
my natural variations intact and I don’t 
hide my existence because I want all 
intersex children to be able to keep 
their natural bodies and to be able to 
exist without shame or forced genital 
mutilation. 

Outside of support groups for inter-
sex people, I rarely see intersex men-
tioned unless it is in arguments about 
whether to accept gay and trans folks. 
“What about intersex people? They 
exist!” our allies offer as proof. “They’re 
both!” they argue.  

About that "both." It is an impossi-
bility of human development to be both 
male and female. Inter means between. 
None of us ever have both. 

If anything, we’re variations on 
male or female themes — not male or 
female enough to feel comfortable fully 
identifying as either sex. Am I a male or 
female? No. I'm an intersex woman. 

The term hermaphrodite is therefore 
inaccurate and received as a slur among 
some intersex people, though some 
reclaim the term proudly. 

Like trans people, we are not ac-
cepted as valid identities either. Our 
genders are challenged when we win at 
sports games, too, but when our physi-
cal bodies are examined, the inspection 
doesn’t offer any clear answers. If trans-
phobes require male or female genitals 
before allowing people into restrooms, 
some intersex people will be holding 
our pee all the way home. 

If you're arguing with opponents 
of the LGBTQIA community and you 
throw out “what about intersex peo-
ple?” hoping to win the argument, the 
answer you'll get won’t lend the validity 
you're after. 

What about intersex? That's just a 
rare disorder, they'll say. That's actually 
a man or woman, they'll say. That's a 
deformity — not a sex, they'll say. 

Intersex people are not any more 
immune to misogyny, homophobia or 
transphobia than the rest of the pop-
ulation. Just because our bodies don't 
match physical expectations of male 
or female doesn't mean we won't cling 
to heteronormativity like a crutch and 
never reveal our "disorders of sexual 
development," much less wave intersex 
flags at pride festivals. We're not all gay 
or trans. We're just intersex.  

So as an intersex person, I do indeed 
exist. But not as both, and I have no 
validity to offer to gay and trans experi-
ences. You don't need it anyway. 

Whether we defy typical expectations 
of being a man or woman by our sexual, 
gender or physical differences, who we 
are as individuals was never defined by 
what is between our legs. It was always 
between our ears, in our hearts, and in 
our souls. Isn’t that valid enough? 

Mabbitt
from page 15
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By LAWRENCE COSENTINO 
Cole Porter’s “You’re the Top” might 

just be an appropriate theme song for 
Michigan State University’s Jazz Or-
chestra I.

After months of rehearsal and prepara-
tion, the Jazz Studies program’s leading 
ensemble took first place in the nation 
at the Jack Rudin Jazz Championship at 
Jazz at Lincoln Center last week. 

The competition pitted the nation’s 
10 top college ensembles against each 
other, in the high-profile glitter of Man-
hattan’s premier jazz showcase, under 
the critical eye of a distinguished panel 
of judges: trumpeter-composer and di-
rector of Jazz at Lincoln Center Wyn-
ton Marsalis, drummer Jeff Hamilton, 
bassist Carlos Henriquez, pianist-com-
poser Ayn Inserto and trumpeter Randy 
Brecker. 

MSU Jazz Studies director Rodney 
Whitaker and the students learned 
they took the top spot at about 10 p.m. 
Wednesday (April 20), at the awards 
ceremony. Temple University was 
awarded second place, and North Caro-
lina Central University took third. 

“They saw a lot of hard work pay off,” 
Whitaker said.  

Five bands played Wednesday morn-
ing and five more played in the after-
noon, with order selected at random. 
MSU’S turn came late in the day. 

“We got to play eighth, so we heard 
almost all the groups, and that was kind 
of an advantage,” Whitaker said. 

The competition was stiff. At 4 p.m., 
the judges announced that five bands, 
instead of the three originally planned, 
would return that night for the final 
round, including MSU. 

Whitaker and the students finished 
with Detroit-raised composer-arranger 
Gerald Wilson’s ultra-fast romp through 
Juan Tizol’s jazz standard, “Perdido.” 

“That was our swingingest tune, and 
we came to swing,” Whitaker said. 

The first-place finish was the cul-
mination of months of hard work and 
rehearsal that began before November 
2021. The Lincoln Center competition 
was originally planned for January but 
was postponed because of the pandemic. 

The extra time proved to be a boon. 
By Wednesday, the ensemble was a well-
oiled jazz machine, fine-tuned by a busy 
year of rehearsals, classes and tours with 
visiting artists.  

In mid-January, one of jazz’s legend-
ary trumpeters, Charles Tolliver, took 
the MSU band up a steep mountain 
with an arrangement of saxophonist 
John Coltrane’s “Africa Brass.” 

MSU’s student jazz orchestra takes top national honors 

Courtesy of MSU College of Music 

MSU Jazz Orchestra I ensemble took top national honors at the Jack Rudin Jazz Championship 
at Jazz at Lincoln Center last week. 

That put the ensemble in 
an exalted Coltrane mindset, 
Whitaker said, setting the 
stage for Wednesday’s tri-
umph in Manhattan. One of 
the three pieces the MSU en-
semble played at the semi-fi-
nals was an arrangement by 
Marsalis of Coltrane’s urgent, 
probing “Resolution,” from 
his masterpiece suite, “A 
Love Supreme.” 

The performance required 
the whole band to channel 
Coltrane’s ecstatic saxophone 
cries in a series of explosive 
solos. 

“I wanted to challenge the 
players, and it really made us 
stretch,” Whitaker said. “The 
trombones, trumpets, saxes 
all have to learn Coltrane’s 
solo to execute it. Imagine 
— you’re a trombone player 
and you have to learn a John 
Coltrane solo. It was a big 
challenge.” 

The performance earned 
the ensemble additional hon-
ors for outstanding rhythm 
and brass sections, plus individual top 
placements in drums with Joshua Wat-
kins, bass with Brandon Rose, guitar 
with Luke Sittard, alto saxophone with 
Eric Law, trombone with Wyatt Forhan, 
trumpet with Lucas Stickley-Miner, 
Jeremiah Flack and Trunino Lowe, and 
lead trumpet with Alex Bender. 

“A couple people should have got one 
and didn’t get one, but that’s how com-
petitions go,” a proud Whitaker was 
quick to add. 

The MSU ensemble also performed 
Billy Strayhorn’s bustling, sinuous essay 
in sophistication, “The Eighth Veil.” 

Whitaker said the MSU band learned 
a lot from finishing in third place at the 
first Jack Rudin competition, in 2020. 
(The 2021 competition was canceled 
because of the pandemic.) 

“The judges told us the drummers 
were too loud, we overblew, we needed 
work on phrasing and on listening be-
tween sections — so many really good 
things,” he said. “I took down that list 
and made it our focus.” 

When it comes to competition in mu-
sic, Whitaker has a bifurcated philoso-
phy.  

“I like them because it forces you to 
commit to yourself, to do well,” he said. 
“If you’re mean-spirited and you’re go-
ing there just to win, your heart’s in 

See Jazz, Page 18

Win 2 tickets to the 
Lansing Symphony Orchestra

May 13, 2022 • 7:30 p.m.
Enter to win at lansingcitypulse.com

MasterWorks 5: 
“Passion & Emotion: Brahms Symphony No. 2”

Hazy memories from Lansing’s 
biggest cannabis festival 
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By CHELSEA PHILLIPS 
Art and technology come together 

in a space where Lansing creatives can 
learn and make.  

In 2012, a group of crafty individuals 
met to discuss creating a makerspace in 
the greater Lansing area. By 2013, Lan-
sing Makers Network moved into its 
first location. 

“There was a lot of desire for some-
thing like this in the community,” said 
Brian Adams, the organization’s found-
er and board president. 

Adams referred to what the maker-
space has to offer, which includes digi-
tal fabrication tools, a machine shop, a 
woodshop and more as “bait.” The real 
draw, he said, is the community, with 
retired members sharing their knowl-
edge and teaching people in the space.  

“You can learn from them. It’s moti-
vation to get your next project moving,” 
he said. 

The space also helps kickstart small 
crafting businesses. Beyond that, it’s the 
adult version of a playground.  

“It’s a great place to potentially rein-
vent yourself or explore 
things that you might 
enjoy doing,” he added. 

When the pandem-
ic hit, Lansing Makers 
Network closed the 
space but didn’t expect 
that to last for a year. 
Continuing to pay for 
utilities, insurance and 
rent, its reserved funds for what Adams 
called the “next phase” of the maker-
space quickly dwindled. 

“We burned through almost all of 
that,” Adams said. 

Because the orga-
nization didn’t have 
employees, many of 
the potential pan-
demic-relief fund-
ing sources were not 
available to them. 
An Ingham Coun-
ty Sunrise Grant, a 
pandemic-related 
relief grant for small 
businesses and non-
profits, helped keep 
them afloat. 

Rather than reopening in their for-
mer location, they launched a Patronic-
ity campaign to raise $50,000 from the 

community for a larger 
space. This amount was 
matched by the Mich-
igan Economic De-
velopment Corp. The 
funding largely went 
to the move, but it also 
helped replenish the 
funds that had been 
exhausted during the 

pandemic closure. 
As far as upcoming changes, Adams 

said they’re in the process of “growing 
up” as a nonprofit organization. 

“We’re in this new space that comes 

with a whole lot more costs, a whole lot 
more expenses, but a whole lot more op-
portunity,” Adams said. 

The future plans include expanding 
spaces, expanding class offerings and 
hiring staff members. 

“We’re still a 100% volunteer organi-
zation,” Adams noted, and he explained 
how this is not a long-term, sustainable 
plan. 

Volunteers at the makerspace get 
access to the space during open hours 
and can get full access for a heavily dis-
counted membership fee. Others wish-
ing to use the space can get an open-
hours membership for a monthly fee 
of $35. Full-access membership costs 
$80 per month with discounts avail-

able for purchasing quarterly or yearly 
memberships. 

The organization puts on a “How-to 
Holiday” event each year. The “make 
and take” event requires tickets for 
participation. This year, the organiza-
tion will have a second How-to Holi-
day fundraiser June 18. The crafts will 
include blacksmithing windchimes, 
etching a pint glass, stamping a pen-
dant, pressing pennies and more. 

Adams noted the organization is 
more than happy to provide public 
tours during open hours. 

“You cannot adequately explain the 
makerspace, it’s something that must be 
experienced,” he said. 

Jazz
from page 17

the wrong place. It’s not about beat-
ing someone, it’s about learning and 
stretching.” 

Jazz competitions, Whitaker said, re-
flect the practical reality of musical life. 

“You audition for a gig, there’s one 
bass player, one sax player,” he said. 
“You’re always competing whether you 
realize it or not.” 

At the same time, he tells his students 
that when it comes to art, competition 
has no place. 

“When it’s time to play, it’s not about 
winning or losing,” he said. “It’s about 
expressing what we came to express.” 

The intensity of the entire experience, 

Courtesy 

Volunteers run the Lansing Makers Network, where members can use tools and machines to create. 

Lansing Makers Network 

2730 Alpha Access St., Lansing 
(517) 234-4LMN (4566) 
Thursday & Friday: 4 – 9 p.m. 
Saturday & Sunday: 12 – 8 p.m. 
Lansingmakersnetwork.org

Creating more than crafts, makerspace builds community

 Emma Wilburn 

MSU Jazz Studies director Rodney Whitaker rehearses the band at Michiko Stu-
dios in New York prior to last week’s competition at Lincoln Center.

from rehearsals to travel to being test-
ed on the jazz world’s most conspicuous 
stage, only heightens the learning curve. 

“When we’re going to a competition, 
we get way into the music,” Whitaker 
said. “We talk about the music and its 
history, in a way that we don’t other-
wise.” 

Taking top honors in 2022 would ap-
pear to leave the program with nowhere 
to go next year, but Whitaker doesn’t see 
it that way. 

“Our goal will be to top our perfor-
mance from this year,” he said “If people 
come up and play better than us, that’s 
good.” 
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I came. I saw. I got way too stoned and 
ended up leaving early. 

My throat is still a bit sore from Sat-
urday (April 23) afternoon, but I guess 
that’s to be expected when you smoke 
about a dozen joints within a five-hour 
period. Several trips to the free dab bar 
may have also played a role. Oh, and the 
leaf blower filled with several pounds of 
pot probably didn’t help. 

If this stoner dream sounds at all 
familiar, then you probably were also 
among the several thousand people at 
Adado Riverfront Park on Saturday for 

the second annual 420 Music Festival. 
If not, or perhaps you flat-out don’t re-
member after smoking that much weed, 
let me explain what you missed — and 
why I’ll definitely be more prepared for 
next year’s festivities: 

Common Citizen — the retail partner 
of LIV Cannabis Co. — has made quite 
the loud entrance in Lansing this month, 
especially for still being the youngest 
pot shop in the city. Organizers estimate 
that about 8,000 people turned out for 
the festival on Saturday, with the largest 
crowds at night to watch the headlining 
hip-hop and rap performances from 
Bun B and Curren$y. 

As the official sponsor of the festival, 
Common Citizen also had a VIP lounge 
near the stage. I managed to score some 
free tickets, which would have other-
wise been sold for $200 each. 

About 20 cannabis vendors were on 
site selling a wide assortment of joints, 
vapes, edibles and other goodies that you 
could smoke or otherwise consume on 
site. Several others sold pipes, bongs and 
other cannabis-related merchandise. 
Food trucks also lined Capitol Avenue. 

I truly felt like a celebrity when I 

Hazy memories from Lansing’s biggest cannabis festival 
strolled into the VIP tent at about 1 p.m. 
with my plastic badge swinging from 
my neck. Black leather furniture and 
an array of neon lighting fixtures gave 
the tent a club-like feel. Servers carried 
around trays of cannabis-infused mock-
tails for guests. Bowls of munchies and 
sweets were constantly refilled. A coffee 
bar was set up in the corner. 

It was a genuine stoner paradise. I 
probably would’ve been content staying 
there all night. 

After retrieving my free goodie bag 
from the front desk at the tent, I was 

immediately offered 
a rather large dab of 
Common Citizen’s 
Peach Pie concen-
trate. And another. 
And then another. 
From there, the rest 
of the unseasonably 
warm spring after-
noon last weekend is 
all a bit hazy. 

Smoking cannabis 
has never been much 
of a social activity 
for me. My joints 
tend to be sparked 
up at the end of the 
day (usually alone or 
with just one other 
person) and used 
almost exclusively to 

help me unwind after work, or for the 
occasional Sunday wake-and-bake. 

I’m also not much of a hip-hop afi-
cionado, so as the dabs started to work 
their magic inside the VIP tent, I found 

myself a bit underprepared for the small 
talk and escaped to find some lunch. 

In addition to the 30 minutes it took 
to get checked in at the ticket booth, the 
food service was incredibly slow. As my 
patience thinned for a $12 plate of na-
chos and a $7 lemonade, I decided to 
unzip my goodie bag and suddenly, my 
frustration was gone: Inside were 42 
pre-rolled joints. 

Organizers told me on Monday there 
must’ve been a mistake at the VIP desk. 
Other guests received a rolling tray, a 
grinder, a small bag of weed, a vaporizer 
cartridge and one pre-rolled joint — not 
dozens of them. I guess my bag was ac-
tually supposed to be handed out to VIP 

guests as samples at 4:20 p.m. At the 
time, I just thought: “This is one hell of 
a goodie bag.” 

After scarfing down the entire platter 
of nachos, I sparked up one joint after 
another as I browsed through the dif-
ferent booths and mingled through the 
three other consumption tents. 

A gymnast with small, pot-leaf pas-
ties over her nipples twirled through the 

See Festival, Page 20

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

The 420 Music Festival took place last weekend at Adado 
Riverfront Park. 

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

Managing editor Kyle Kaminski’s goodie 
bag was full of 42 pre-rolled joints, as 
opposed to just one pre-roll like the 
rest of the bags.  
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in Review:  
Terple Gang

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub. 

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds. 

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too. 

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor. 

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell. 

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.” 

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high. 

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high. 

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%. 

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.” 

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button. 

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output. 

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week. 

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year. 

Here’s a look at a few of them: 
Terple Gang — Bombulan 
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder. 

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed. 

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips. 

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry 
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes. 

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks. 

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too. 

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies 
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes. 

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty. 

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap. 

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com. 

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

420 Music Festival 
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FOR USE BY INDIVIDUALS 21 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER ONLY.  Keep out of 
reach of children. It is illegal to drive a motor vehicle while under the 

influence of marijuana. National Poison Control Center 
1-800-222-1222.

WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS

EVERYTHING
IN STORE

25% OFF
O�er available 4/25/22 - 5/1/22

Not combinable with other deals.

info@pureoptions.com
@pureoptionscannabis
@pureoptions

Order Online at
pureoptions.com

MUSKEGON
1965 Holton Rd.

Muskegon, MI 49445

LANSING EAST
1900 E. Kalamazoo St.

Lansing, MI 48912

MT. PLEASANT
2157 S. Mission St.

Mt Pleasant, MI 48858

LANSING SOUTH
5815 S Pennsylvania Ave
Lansing, MI 48911

FRANDOR
125 N. Clippert St.
Lansing, MI 48912

LANSING NORTH
2905 N. East St.
Lansing, MI 48906

Festival
from page 19

air during a series of stunning aerobatic 
performances, drawing a small crowd 
to the side of the park. Leaf blowers 
filled with Common Citizen bud poured 
constant clouds of smoke through the 
crowd. Several dozen people were brave 
enough to stick their faces right at the 
business end of the machine. 

After making headlines for brutaliz-
ing a passenger on an airplane to Flori-
da last week, boxing legend Mike Tyson 
also made his first subsequent public 
appearances at the festival to promote 
his new cannabis line. I had planned 
to ask him about the mid-flight alterca-
tion, but because I was stoned out of my 
mind, I just smiled and dumbly nodded 
my head in his general direction. 

By the time the “local talent” like Dreka 
Gates and Finessing Flash had finished 
their performances, I must’ve personally 
smoked through at least a dozen joints. 
That much weed mixed with an unde-
tected case of sun poisoning means I don’t 
remember much of the show. And just as 
the evening crowds started to pour in, I 
decided to pack it up and head back home. 

It turns out Common Citizen’s Sour 

Larry OG strain is some really dank 
stuff, but perhaps it’s not the best fuel 
for enduring a full 11-hour festival in the 
beating hot sun. Lesson learned. 

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusi-
ast who has been smoking marijuana 
just about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s 
authority on everything you need to 
know about cannabis.” Have a sugges-
tion for a cannabis product? Email                                  
kyle@lansingcitypulse.com. 

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

Leaf blowers filled with Common Citi-
zen-brand bud graced guests.  
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“Point of No Return”-
-they don’t bounce 
back. 
by Matt Jones 

Across 

1. “Git ___, little dogies!” 

6. Trebuchet trajectory 

9. “Paper Moon” Oscar 
winner O’Neal 

14. Furniture hauler 

15. Indigo Girls, for 
example 

16. 32 degrees, maybe 

17. Did some aviation, but 
only with way awesome 
instruction? 

20. Comedian/podcaster 
Maron 

21. Seasoned veteran 

22. British medical org. 
honoured by “Clap For 
Our Carers” early in the 
pandemic 

23. This mo. 

25. Soul, in France 

27. Jewelry store, but 
only for fun? 

36. Totality 

37. Olympic swimmer Ian 
or track athlete Jim 

38. Wrestler in a 
mawashi 

39. Streams 

41. Palindromic holiday 

42. Took another shot at 

43. Greek salad topper 

44. Richards of “Starship 
Troopers” 

46. Key near Tab 

47. Essential Spanish 
word for “sun”? 

50. “___ death do us 
part” 

51. Tailless primate 

52. Touch grass (by 
shortening it) 

55. They may be absolute 
Legends 

59. “___-Nomics” (1988 

reggae album) 

63. Completely different 
Bulgarian currency? 

66. Red card 

67. “Equal” prefix 

68. Much, to a musician 

69. Opener 

70. Bagpiper’s accessory 

71. Boxer Fury 

Down 

1. Radio options 

2. Kinks title woman 

3. Done 

4. Game show prize with 
a smell? 

5. “Despicable Me” 
supervillain 

6. Extra, for short 

7. Cursed the day 

8. “Dream ___ LLC” 
(Adult Swim show) 

9. Microsoft font named 
for Mount Rainier 

10. Pilot with skills 

11. Get on another road? 

12. Ogden’s state 

13. Pharmacy supply 

18. “Come Away With 
Me” singer Jones 

19. “Giant Steps” 
saxophonist, familiarly 

24. They’re hopefully 
housebroken 

26. “Who ___ But 
Quagmire?” (“Family 
Guy” bit) 

27. “Baby Beluga” singer 

28. Pulitzer-winning 
novelist Glasgow 

29. Stops streaming 

30. Alaskan carving 

31. Bedard who voiced 
Pocahontas 

32. Agree to take part 

33. “Nicely done!” 

34. Acid in proteins 

35. Peak performance? 

40. Bulb power 
measurement 

42. Swing a scythe 

44. “The Daily Show” 
correspondent Sloan 

45. Hoarder’s secret 

48. Venetian shopping 
district 

49. Jenkins of “World 
of Warcraft”-related 
memes 

52. Doubled, a Hawaiian 
food fish 

53. John Irving’s “A 
Prayer for ___ Meany” 

54. “Do you need 
something?” 

56. Bushel, byte, or 
becquerel 

57. “Brooklyn Nine-Nine” 
character 

58. Tiniest bit 

60. Pipe bends 

61. Low-carb, high-fat 
diet 

62. Shakespeare’s river 

64. 1967 NHL Rookie of 
the Year 

65. Rescue squad initials

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)	           Answers on page 23

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

SUDOKU					     Beginner

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, column, and 
outlined 3-by-3 box 
contains the numbers 1 
through 9 exactly once. 
No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 23

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny     April 27 – May 3, 2022 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): I recommend you 
adopt a limitation that will enable you to claim 
more freedom. For example, you could de-
emphasize your involvement with a lukewarm 
dream so as to liberate time and energy for a 
passionate dream. Or you could minimize your 
fascination with a certain negative emotion to 
make more room for invigorating emotions. Any 
other ideas? You’re in a phase when increased 
discipline and discernment can be liberating. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): “Imagining anything 
is the first step toward creating it,” wrote author 
and activist Gloria Steinem. “Believing in a true 
self is what allows a true self to be born,” she 
added. Those are excellent meditations for you 
to focus on right now, Taurus. The time is ripe for 
you to envision in detail a specific new situation or 
adventure you would like to manifest in the future. 
It’s also a perfect moment to picture a truer, 
deeper, more robust version of your beautiful 
self—an expanded version of your identity that 
you hope to give birth to in the coming months. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Gemini author 
William Butler Yeats won a Nobel Prize for 
Literature, so I conclude he had considerable 
talent and wisdom. But he cultivated interests 
and ideas that were at variance with most other 
literary figures. For example, he believed fairies 
are real. He was a student of occult magic. Two 
of his books were dictated by spirits during 
séances. In the coming weeks, I invite you to 
draw inspiration from his versatile repertoire. 
Welcome knowledge in whatever unusual ways 
it might materialize. Be eager to accept power 
and inspiration wherever they are offered. 
For inspiration, here’s a Yeats’ quote: “I have 
observed dreams and visions very carefully, and 
am certain that the imagination has some way of 
lighting on the truth that reason has not, and that 
its commandments, delivered when the body is 
still and the reason silent, are the most binding 
we can ever know.” 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You know what’s 
always good for your well-being? Helping people 
who are less fortunate and less privileged than 
you. To enhance your health, you can also fight 
bigotry, campaign against the abuse of animals, 
and remedy damage to the natural world. If you 
carry out tasks like these in the coming weeks, 
you will boost your vigor and vitality even more 
than usual. You may be amazed at the power of 
your compassion to generate selfish benefits for 
yourself. Working in behalf of others will uplift 
and nurture you. To further motivate you, here 
are inspirational words from designer Santiago 
Bautista: “I am in love with all the gifts of the 
world, and especially those destined for others 
to enjoy.” 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “There is a moment in 
each day that Satan cannot find,” wrote author 
and artist William Blake. Here’s how I interpret 
his poetic words: On a regular basis, you become 
relatively immune from the debilitating effects 
of melancholy, apathy, and fear. At those times, 
you are blessed with the freedom to be exactly 
who you want to be. You can satisfy your soul 
completely. In the next six weeks, I suspect 
there will be more of these interludes for you 
than usual. How do you plan to use your exalted 
respite from Satan’s nagging? 
 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Poet Louis Little 
Coon Oliver (1904–1991) was a member of the 
indigenous Mvskoke people. He declared, “I do not 
waste what is wild.” That might mean something 
different for him than what it would mean for you, 
but it’s an excellent principle for you to work with 
in the coming weeks. You will have more access 
than usual to wildness, and you might be tempted 
to use it casually or recklessly. I hope that instead 
you harness all that raw mojo with precision and 
grace. Amazingly, being disciplined in your use of 
the wildness will ensure that it enriches you to the 
max and generates potent transformative energy. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): I suspect you will have 

the skills of an acrobat in the coming weeks—
at least metaphorically. You will be psychically 
nimble. Your soul will have an exceptional ability to 
carry out spry maneuvers that keep you sane and 
sound. Even more than usual, you will have the 
power to adjust on the fly and adapt to shifting 
circumstances. People you know may marvel at 
your lithe flexibility. They will compliment you for 
your classiness under pressure. But I suspect the 
feats you accomplish may feel surprisingly easy 
and breezy!  

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): A Tumblr blogger 
named Af-70 gives copious advice. From his wide 
selection of wise counsel, I have selected six tips 
that are right for your needs in the coming weeks. 
Please study the following counsel. 1. “Real 
feelings don’t change fast.” 2. “Connect deeply or 
not at all.” 3. “Build a relationship in which you and 
your ally can be active in each other’s growth.” 4. 
“Sometimes what you get is better than what you 
wanted.” 5. “Enjoy the space between where you 
are and where you are going.” 6. “Keep it real with 
me even if it makes us tremble and shimmer.” 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Consider 
putting a sign on your door or a message on 
your social media that says something like the 
following: “I’ve still got some healing to do. While 
I’m making progress, I’m only partway there. Am 
open to your suggestions, practical tips, and 
suggestions for cures I don’t know about.” Though 
the process is as yet incomplete, Sagittarius, I am 
proud of how diligent and resourceful you have 
been in seeking corrections and fixes. My only 
suggestions: 1. Be bold about seeking help and 
support. 2. Be aggressive about accessing your 
creativity. Expand your imagination about what 
might be therapeutic. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): “To uncover 
what is hidden in my soul might take me a week or 
two,” my friend Allie told me. I told her she would 
be lucky if her brave and challenging exploration 
required such a short time. In contrast, some 
people I know have spent years trying to find what 
is buried and lost in their souls: me, for instance. 
There was one period of my life when I sought 
for over a decade to find and identify the missing 
treasure. According to my astrological analysis, 
you will soon enjoy multiple discoveries and 
revelations that will be more like Allie’s timeline 
than mine: relatively rapid and complete. Get 
ready! Be alert! 
 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): A Thai cook 
named Nattapong Kaweenuntawong has a unique 
method for cooking the soup served in his 
Bangkok restaurant. At the end of each night, he 
saves the broth for use the next day. He has been 
doing that daily for 45 years. Theoretically, there 
may be molecules of noodles that were originally 
thrown in the pot back in 1977. In accordance 
with current astrological omens, I urge you to 
dream up a new tradition that borrows from his 
approach. What experience could you begin soon 
that would benefit you for years to come? 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Pisces-born 
Casimir Pulaski (1745–1779) was a Polish 
nobleman and military commander. As a young 
man, he fought unsuccessfully to free Poland from 
Russian domination. Driven into exile, he fled to 
America, arriving during the Revolutionary War 
with Britain in 1777. General George Washington 
was impressed with Pulaski’s skills, making the 
immigrant a brigadier general. He distinguished 
himself as a leader of American forces, exhibiting 
brilliance and bravery. For that excellence, he 
has been honored. But now, over two centuries 
later, his identity is in flux. DNA analyses of 
Pulaski’s remains suggest he was an intersex 
person with both male and female qualities. 
(Read more: tinyurl.com/PulaskiSmithsonian.) 
I bring this to your attention, Pisces, because 
the coming months will be a favorable time to 
question and revise your understanding of your 
identity. May you be inspired by Pulaski’s evolving 
distinctiveness.
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If there’s one thing Lansing has no 
shortage of, it’s genuine heavy music. 
Back in early 2020, Orc released its 
debut album online and quickly caught 
the attention of stoner rock enthusi-
asts from across the globe. Not long 
after, the fuzzy nine-track record was 
pressed on vinyl.  

The locally based progressive-met-
al outfit may sound colossal, but all of 
that hard-rock mayhem comes from the 
stripped-down duo of bassist/vocalist 
Andy Jeglic and drummer Connor Peil 
— who are working on a followup re-
cord. In this week’s “Life Changing Al-
bums” series, Jeglic talks up a mellower 
sonic stimulus: The Band’s self-titled LP. 

The Band’s second album was re-
leased back in 1969 — how did you 
discover it? 

Andy Jeglic: I first heard “Up on 
Cripple Creek” when I was a teenag-
er while dipping my toes into folk mu-
sic for the first time. But back then, I 
was far more interested in Neil Young 
as my folk-rock role model. Some of 
the other songs I had heard from The 
Band, featuring Richard Manuel’s vo-
cals, did not immediately capture my 
attention. At the time, Richard Manu-
el’s falsetto sounded awful to my ears 
and the recordings sounded slipshod 
and amateurish. 

What ultimately drew you into The 
Band? 

Funny enough, those same imper-
fections were what drew me back to 
the record after I had gained more 
experience as an engineer and musi-
cian. These were people I could iden-
tify with, just musicians with incredible 
chemistry and no bells and whistles. 

You found this album back in 2013 
— what brought you to that specific 
LP? 

I was fresh out of college and pretty 
untethered at the time, so I had plen-
ty of time to absorb new music. I was 
binge-watching episodes of the series 
“Classic Albums,” and The Band was 
one of the records that was covered. I 
was struck by how low-fi the recording 
process was.  

I was an amateur audio engineer 
myself, and their recording process 
was something I could have done in 
my garage. The results sounded very 
charming. I was also blown away by 
the performance of “When You Awake” 
by Rick Danko in the episode. It was 
a beautiful performance of the song, 
which I’d never heard before. I down-
loaded the record immediately. 

Is it the lyrics or instrumentation 
that impresses you the most about 
the album? 

So many aspects of the record im-
press me, but the most standout com-
ponent is the harmonizing. The Band 
has three singers, each with a com-

pletely unique voice. Almost every 
song is packed full of complex, three-
part harmonies that add a mystique to 
the songs that can’t be replicated by 
any other group.  

Many of the parts don’t even seem 
to make sense at first glance. They’re 
as off-the-cuff and slipshod as the re-
cording of the record, but they also 
drive home the fact that this is a group 
that has a chemistry that is rarely seen 
before. No one else can replicate the 
harmonies on songs like “Jawbone” or 
“Rocking Chair.” 

Anything else standout to you? 
I am also impressed with how the re-

cord creates a feel of genuine antiquity. 
It sounds like it was recorded in 1880. 
There are many americana records 
that try to channel nostalgia, but this is 
a record that truly feels like it was cre-
ated during a different time. This goes 
beyond songs like “The Night They 
Drove Old Dixie Down,” whose sub-
ject matter deals directly with the Civ-
il War, or “King Harvest” being about 
sharecropper unions of the 1930s. It 
may be that lack of polish along with 
the subject matter that generates the 
authenticity. All I know is that since this 
record was released, every Americana 
artist tries to recapture this magic. I 
don’t think any of them truly get it right. 

In what ways has this album direct-
ly affected your life, or musical style? 

The biggest impact this record has 
had on me was driving home the un-
derstanding that outstanding technique 
or explosive individual performances 
do not matter if they are not in pursuit 
of a greater song. Each song on this 
record is about the song. They’re never 
a platform for a soloist or emphasizing 
a musician’s passion project. Each one 
is a self-contained story, and the dis-
cipline and restraint exercised by the 
musicians is what creates the room for 
each song to take on a life of its own. 

It also made me appreciate and fo-
cus on collaboration in music. I’ve of-
ten thought about writing a solo record, 
but interpersonal chemistry is such an 
important aspect of creating great mu-
sic that I am continuously discouraged 
from trying to take on something en-
tirely by myself.  

The greatness of this record comes 
from how well the individuals under-
stood each other and how they each 
chose to weave their skills together. It 
is a communal experience. This is tru-
ly a special record and really deserves 
to be talked about in the same way as 
“Sgt. Pepper’s.” There is no weak song 
on this record. If it doesn’t move you, 
you’re a robot. 
Sample Orc at orcmi.bandcamp.com.
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins
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How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 
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Life Changing Albums:
Andy Jeglic of Orc on The Band 

Photo by Life in Michigan 

Andy Jeglic of Orc, a progressive heavy metal band, 
writes songs similar to early Soundgarden, he but also 
enjoys the laid-back, freewheeling sounds of The Band. 
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Emma’s Revolution  
Friday, April 29 7:30 p.m. 

University United Methodist Church 
1120 S. Harrison, East Lansing 

The Ten Pound Fiddle is hosting Emma’s Revolution, a social justice and 
folk duo from Oakland, California. Named after activist Emma Goldman, 
the duo frequently demonstrate passion for women’s rights, environmental 
protection and peace. The pair — Pat Humphries and Sandy Opatow — 
were mentored by fellow folk singer and activist Pete Seeger. In her early 
years, Humphries spent time performing in the Lansing area, giving her a 
“hometown connection” to the Fiddle. Tickets are $20 for non-Fiddle members and can be purchased online or at the box 
office. The doors open at 6:30 p.m. Proof of vaccination with an ID is required, as are masks. 

Life Changing Albums:
Andy Jeglic of Orc on The Band 

3-5 p.m.  MSU Main Library, East Lansing. 
events.msu.edu.  

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with 
some fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys 
To Manifestation, 809 Center St., Suite 7, 
Lansing. manifestlansing.com.  

Therapy Dogs - Take a study break and 
pet a dog! 3-5 p.m. Main Library, East 
Lansing. events.msu.edu.  

Verdi’s Messa de Requiem: MSU 
Symphony Orchestra and Choirs.    7:30 
p.m. Info and tickets at events.msu.edu.  

Friday, April 29 
150th Arbor Day Celebration - Beal 
Botanical Gardens.   2-1 p.m. Beal Botanical 
Garden, shed, East Lansing. events.msu.edu.  

Around the World - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

Art - 8-10 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 
Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-5700. www.
riverwalktheatre.com.  

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar 
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing 
Keith Minaya 
Thurs., April 28, 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Helena Lost 
Sat., April 29, 8-11 p.m. 

Blue Owl 
1149 S Washington, Lansing 
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill 
Thurs., April 28, 6-8 p.m. 

Eaton Rapids Craft Co. 
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids 
Kurt Stone/Kymme Dawn Scott 
Fri., April 29, 7-10 p.m. 
Cat Story/Justin Holcomb 
Sat., April 30, 7-10 p.m. 

The Exchange 
314 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing 
The New Rule 
Fri. & Sat., April 29-30, 9:30 p.m. 

Green Door  
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing 
Gina Garner Band 
Fri., April 29, 8:30p.m. 
Medusa 
Sat., April 30, 8:30 p.m. 

Lansing Brewing Company 
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing 
Universe Band 
Sat., April 30, 8:30-10:30 p.m. 

Peanut Barrel 
521 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing 
The Swift Brothers (Dan Dan) 
Fri., April 29, 8-10 p.m. 

Robin Theatre 
1105 S. Washington, Lansing 
Nick Leydorf 
Sat., April 30, 8 and 10 p.m. 

Urban Beat 
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing 
Olukaybello  
Fri., April 29, 6-10 p.m. 
Drag Brunch/RAINN Benefit 
Show 
Sat., April 30, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
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Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022 
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

 
Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29
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CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

See Events, Page 24

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 21

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 21
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Auditions: Wiley and the Hairy Man - 
Auditions will consist of cold readings from 
the script. 5-7 p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 
411 N. Grand Ave., Lansing. 517-483-1122.      
lcc.edu 

Indoors/Outdoors Andrea Jeris 
Art Show - through April. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 W. Grand 
River Ave., Okemos. framersedge.net.  

Mean Girls Trivia - 7-10 p.m. 
Lansing Brewing Company, 518 E. 
Shiawassee St., Lansing. 517-371-2600. 
lansingbrewingcompany.com.  

Middle Grade Book Club - discussion 
about “Shuri: A Black Panther Novel” 4:30-
5:30 p.m. Eaton Rapids Area District Library, 
220 S Main St., Eaton Rapids. eradl.org.  

Riverwalk Theatre Presents: ART -        
7 p.m.  riverwalktheatre.com for tickets.  

Sculpture Marathon - three-dimensional 
extravaganza at the MSU Broad Art 
Museum! 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Eli and Edythe Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East Lansing. 
517-884-4800. 50807. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge.              
517-627-7014.  

TPC Art Display Honors People of 
Ukraine - 12-4 p.m. The Peoples Church, 
200 W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing.  

Weaving the Web: Beltaine and 
Family - Join us online or in-person 
for a discussion. 6-8 p.m. Weavers of 
the Web, ATC, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
weaversoftheweb.org.  

Thursday, April 28 
April Daily Events @ GLADL - through 
4/28.  It’s time for April Showers! 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.  

Art - 7-9 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 

Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.  

Dogs/Cats Lovers - learn which type 
of house is suitable. 1-2:30 p.m. 1601 
E Cavanaugh Rd, Lansing, MI 48910, 
pethousely.com.  

Gardening 101: Get the Best Bang for 
Your Buck - Members of the Foodbank 
Garden Project will share advice with 
beginning gardeners.   5-7 p.m. Stockbridge 
Library, 1379 E. Mason St., Stockbridge. 
Cadl.org.  

Landscape Painting - (adults) - All 
materials needed supplied by the library 
free of cost.  5-6:30 p.m. Eaton Rapids 
Area District Library, 220 S Main St., Eaton 
Rapids. eradl.org.  

Open VR - Try Virtual Reality! - The VR 
lab is back and in-person! 1-3 p.m. MSU Main 
Library, East Lansing. events.msu.edu.  

Painting Pop Up - Take a study break and 
enjoy a mini watercolor project. 3-5 p.m. MSU 
Main Library, East Lansing. events.msu.edu.  

Relax in the Round - Watch relaxing 
videos in our 360-degree immersion space! 

Wednesday, April 27 
Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 
Art Exhibit:  This Rebirthing- 12-4 p.m. The 
Peoples Church, 200 W. Grand River Ave., 
East Lansing. 517-332-5073.  



24	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 City Pulse • April 27, 2022

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Ingham County Housing Commission has developed its 2023 Annual Agency Plan in 
compliance with the Quality Housing and Work Responsibility Act of 1998.  The Plan is 
available for review at the Housing Commission Office located in Carriage Lane 
Apartments, 3882 Dobie Rd. Okemos, MI. The Housing Commission office hours are 
Monday – Friday 8am-5pm. Please call 517-349-1643 for an appointment. In addition, a 
public hearing will be held on Thursday June 9, 2022 at 6:00 pm in the Multi-purpose room 
of Carriage Lane Apartments. Public is welcome.
  

Shanda. Johnston
Executive Director                 CP#22-092
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As Seen On the Cover of CityPulse

Allison Oaks / Windcharme Estates 
Annual Subdivision Sales

May 7, 8-4 p.m.
off Willow between Elmwood/Creyts. 

Delivery Driver
Looking for some extra income? 
City Pulse has an opening for a  
Newspaper Delivery Driver 
for Wednesday morning. Paid 
same day.  Must have reliable 
vehicle, valid driver’s license, 
and proof of insurance. We 
celebrate diversity and 
welcome all that would apply. 
For details, call Suzi Smith at 
517-999-6704 or email: suzi@
lansingcitypulse.com.

THE   PULSIFIEDS
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Events
from page 23

Charlotte Fire Flow Jam Series 2022 
- 9 p.m. Old Courthouse Museum, 100 W 
Lawrence Avenue, Charlotte.  

Church Rummage Sale - Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3. 
Eaton Rapids First United Methodist Church, 
600 S. Main, Eaton Rapids.  

Emma´s Revolution: Pat Humphries 
and Sandy O. - 7:30-10 p.m.  University 
United Methodist Church, 1120 S. Harrison, 
East Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org.  

Mother’s Day Flowerpots Kits - 
available in our vestibule starting Friday, 
April 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Eaton Rapids Area 
District Library, 220 S Main St., Eaton 
Rapids. eradl.org.  

Resource Center for Persons with 
Disabilities Annual Awards and 
Appreciation Reception - 1-3 p.m. Kellogg 
Center Big Ten A, East Lansing. msu.edu.  

Stuff the Truck Food Drive - Meyer’s 
Landscape & Design is having its annual 
food drive. 2-6 p.m. Hyatt Place Lansing 
East, 2401 Showtime Dr., Lansing.  

Wake Up with Witwer - Join State 
Representative Angela Witwer at the Grand 
Ledge Area District Library. 11 a.m.-12 p.m. 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org 

Saturday, April 30 
150th Anniversary Celebration of 
Bands - Celebrating 150 years of bands at 
MSU. 3 p.m. Info and tickets at events.msu.edu.  

2022 Night for Notables Celebration 
- The Library of Michigan and Library 
of Michigan Foundation.  6-8:30 
p.m. 702 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 
libraryofmichiganfoundation.org.  

All About Frogs - Fireside Chat - Join the 
HNC naturalists around the campfire for a 
fireside chat. 7-8 p.m. Harris Nature Center, 
3998 Van Atta Rd., Okemos. meridian.mi.us.  

Antiques & April 2022 - The Mason 
Area Chamber of Commerce.   Maps will 
be available at the Mason Chamber Office 
and participating antique shops. business.
masonchamber.org.  

Around the World - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

Art - 8-10 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 
Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.  

The Basics of Soil Health w/
Christopher Robbins - 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
500 Clifford St, Lansing.  

Church Rummage Sale -  9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Eaton Rapids First United Methodist Church, 
600 S. Main, Eaton Rapids.  

Courageous Conversations - 5 
Saturdays Talking About Things That Matter.   
“Thank You for the Rain” Climate Change 
Movie 7-9 p.m. Unity Spiritual Center of 
Lansing, 2395 Washington Rd., Lansing.  
Zoom or in person. unitylansing.org.  

Grow a Ginkgo (All ages) - learn 
about the beautiful ginkgo trees in the 
Children’s Garden from MSU. 1-2 p.m. CADL 
Downtown, 401 S. Capitol, Lansing. 517-367-
6350. cadl.org.  

Spring Trail Trot - a 5-mile loop around 
Sleepy Hollow State Park. 9 a.m. Spring 
Trail Trot, 7835 E Price Rd, Laingsburg. 
trailrunner.com.  

Stuff the Truck Food Drive - Meyer’s 
Landscape & Design annual Stuff the Truck 
food drive. 2-6 p.m. Hyatt Place, 2401 
Showtime Dr., Lansing.  

Working Women Artists Spring Show - 
10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand 
River Ave., Okemos. .framersedge.net.  

Sunday, May 1 
Art - 2-4 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 
Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.  

Comedy Night - 9-11:30 p.m. Crunchy’s, 
254 W Grand River Ave, East Lansing. 517-
351-2506. crunchyseastlansing.com.  

Spartan Youth Wind Symphony - 3 p.m. 
Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium Rd, East 
Lansing. 517-355-1855.  

Surprised Puppy Craft (Children 5 & 
up) - Receive supplies to create a paper 
puppy.  12-4 p.m. Williamston Branch Library, 
1379 E. Mason Street, Williamston. 517-655-
1191. cadl.org.  

Therapy Dogs - Take a study break and 
pet a dog! 1:30-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. events.msu.edu.  

Working Women Artists Spring Show - 
May. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. 
Grand River Ave., Okemos. framersedge.net.  

Monday, May 2 
Comedy Night - 9-11:30 p.m. Crunchy’s, 
254 W Grand River Ave, East Lansing. 517-
351-2506. crunchyseastlansing.com.  

Creative Writing Kits (Age 5 & up) 
- Pickup 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Dansville Branch 
Library, 1379 E. Mason Street, Dansville. 
cadl.org.  

Make a Tiny Terrarium - 6-8 p.m. MSU 
Main Library, East Lansing. events.msu.edu.  

Relax in the Round - Watch relaxing 
videos in the 360-degree immersion space! 
6-8 p.m. MSU Main Library, East Lansing. 
events.msu.edu.  

Scrabble Hour - 6-8 p.m. East Lansing 
Public Library, 950 Abbot Rd., E. Lansing. 
517-351-2420. elpl.bibliocommons.com.  

Therapy Dogs at the Gast Business 
Library - Take a break and pet a dog! 
1-3 p.m. MSU Gast Business Library, East 
Lansing. events.msu.edu.  

Tuesday, May 3 
Board Game Meet Up - ages 18 & up. 
6:30 - 10:30 p.m. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Spare Time 
Bowling Alley, 3101 E Grand River, Lansing.  

DDL Walking Club - Meet up with other 
area walkers. 10-11 a.m. DeWitt District 
Library, 13101 Schavey Rd., DeWitt.
dewittlibrary.org.  

Open VR - Try Virtual Reality! - The VR lab 
is back and in-person! 3-5 p.m. MSU Main 
Library, East Lansing. events.msu.edu.  

Sporcle Live! Trivia - 7:30 & 8:30 
p.m. games. Crunchy’s, 254 W Grand 
River Ave, East Lansing. 517-351-2506. 
crunchyseastlansing.com.  

Therapy Dogs - Take a study break and 
pet a dog! 6-8 p.m. MSU Main Library, East 
Lansing. events.msu.edu.  

Therapy Dogs at the Gast Business 
Library - Take a study break! 1-3 p.m. MSU 
Gast Business Library, East Lansing. events.
msu.edu.  

Toastmaster Meeting - in person and on 
Zoom) - W 6:30-7:30 p.m. Downtown CADL, 
401 S. Capitol, Lansing. cadl.org. 
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By BILL CASTANIER  
Edward Rosick’s first book was on a 

medical topic — understandably, given 
he is a Lansing-area physician. 

But his second book is quite different: 
It’s a horror novel.  

Rosick compared his new book, 
“Deep Roots,” to the early works of Ste-
phen King and Dean Koontz. His writ-
ing style and themes lean toward H.P. 
Lovecraft’s speculative fiction. 

The novel follows the life of ex-con 
Kevin Ciano, a 30-year-old who tries to 
make a way for himself in contemporary 
Detroit after serving a prison sentence 
for assault. While in prison, Ciano was 
tattooed and subjected to scarification. 
His tattoos and scars are in the order of 
black magic, which he later traces back 
to ancient Vikings. From there, Ciano 
attempts to stay on the right path fol-
lowing his release from prison, but an 

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION
EFFECTIVE

MEDIATION

Curious Book Shop
307 E. Grand River, E. Lansing
332-0112   We validate parking

Mon.-Sat. 10-7 pm, Sun. 12-5 pm
curiousbooks.com

Archives Book Shop
519 W. Grand River, E. Lansing

332-8444  Free Parking
Mon.-Sat. 11-6 pm, Sun. 12-5 pm

thearchivesbookshop@gmail.com

 25% OFF 
  Used and New Hardcover Books 
on April 30 - Indie Bookstore Day!

The dark, mystical themes in ‘Dark Roots’ 

Courtesy 

Edward Rosick, a local author, has published two books. 

unusual affliction causes him to de-
scend into madness.  

Ancient myths and beliefs have al-
ways interested Rosick, and, he said, 
“they lent itself to this story.” Beyond 
that, he rates this novel “a hard R and 
not for anyone who is under 16.”  

A good portion of “Deep Roots” fol-
lows Ciano and his new girlfriend, Sher-
ri. She’s a member of the Motor City 
Fire Masters — an edgy performance 
art group in Detroit. Rosick said the 
group is a “really exotic aspect” to the 
book, which readers will find is an un-
derstatement.  

Many descriptions of the performance 
art are technical, as the writer falls back 
on his day job as a doctor in practice at 
Michigan State University’s Family and 
Community Medicine. Some of the de-
scriptions are gasp-worthy, but Rosick 
wants readers to know that the dark sto-
ry doesn’t represent himself, personally. 

“It’s important to separate the art 
from the artist,” he said.  

Rosick, whose short, wide-ranging 
stories have been published in anthol-
ogies for decades, stressed this new 
book’s theme is mostly about how “bad 
decisions can lead to bad consequences,” 
which is shown through Kevin’s life.  

“He may be the protagonist of the 
book, but he is not the hero,” he said.  

The author does interject a theme 
into the book that’s close to his work 
as a family practice doctor. As Ciano’s 
lesions become worse, he is stymied in 
seeking medical care because of lack of 
insurance. 

“The disparity of medical care drives 
me crazy,” said Rosick, whose first 
book was “Optimal Prevention: Com-
mon-sense Ways to Avoid the Five Most 
Common Killer Diseases Today,” pub-
lished in 2016. 

Looking ahead, Ros-
ick is already working 
on his next book, a novel 
set in the Upper Penin-
sula’s Huron Mountains. 
A small group of people 
are forced to seek shelter 
in an old cabin during a 
raging snowstorm. The 
outlier is a Waheela, a 
mythical evil spirit in the 
form of a large wolf-like 
creature.  

He said the style will 
differ dramatically from 
“Dark Roots” and will 
tell the story from a va-
riety of points of view, 
including a 13-year-
old Native American 
boy and a 7-year-old 
dog. Meanwhile, “Dark 
Roots” uses a single 
point of view to tell the 
story from Ciano’s per-
spective. 

Rosick’s “Dark Roots” 
is definitely a two-night 
read that may result 
in some unsettling 
dreams.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING CITY COUNCIL

The East Lansing City Council of the City of East Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan will 
hold a meeting and public hearing on Tuesday, May 10, 2022, at 7:00PM. This meeting and 
public hearing will be held at the East Lansing Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing. The purpose of the public hearing is to consider the FY 23 Community 
Development Block Grant Budget. 

The public may attend and participate at all meetings in person. Additionally, members of 
the public may participate electronically in all meetings.  Please contact the City Clerk or 
visit the City’s public meeting portal for electronic access information:

Jennifer Shuster – City Clerk
410 Abbot Road

East Lansing, MI 48823
jshuster@cityofeastlansing.com

https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ 

The CDBG Budget recommendation for FY 23 drafted by East Lansing’s CD Advisory 
Committee is available for viewing at the Department of Planning, Building, and 
Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823 between 
the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or on the City’s website located at 
https://www.cityofeastlansing.com/2243/Community-Development-Advisory-Committee.  
Written comments may be sent prior to the public hearing to City Council, City of East 
Lansing, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan, 48823, or by email to 
council@cityofeastlansing.com

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services 
must contact the City Manager’s Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 
319-6920 (TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at nmostel@cityofeastlansing.com.

This notice is posted in compliance with P.A. 267 of 1976 as amended (Open 
Meetings Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and published in 
compliance with the City of East Lansing’s CDBG Citizen Participation Plan.

 Jennifer Shuster
 City Clerk             CP#22-095
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style classics 
and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got the 
classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, like 
frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

By ARI LeVAUX 
Our story ends in front of a pile of 

Ukrainian crepes. Some are flavored 
with savory herbs and cottage cheese, 
and others are filled with strawberries, 
vanilla and sweet cheese. These crepes, 
called nalysnyky (gnaw-lees-nike), 
make the perfect Mother’s Day meal.  

But first, some thoughts on the evolu-
tion of Mother’s Day. 

It began as a memorial to the peace 
activist Ann Reeves Jarvis. During the 
Civil War era, Jarvis had run “Moth-
er’s Day Work Clubs” in West Virginia, 
where she and other women worked to 
improve sanitary conditions for chil-
dren. They declared these camps neu-
tral, and treated both Union and Con-
federate soldiers. When the war ended, 
Jarvis organized a reconciliation event 
with soldiers from both sides. Fellow 
activist mother Julia Ward Howe pro-
posed a “Mother’s Peace Day” to em-
power a mother’s sacred right to protect 
the lives of her boys and the soldiers.  

Jarvis’ daughter Anna ultimately or-
ganized the holiday in 1905, the year 
Jarvis died, and ensured it was a cele-
bration for all mothers. The holiday was 
first celebrated in 1907 in a West Vir-
ginia church. By 1914, President Wood-
row Wilson declared it as a national 
holiday. And mom’s surely deserve it.  

 My mom’s parents came over from 
Ukraine, where the baked Ukrainian 
crepes called nalysnyky are a comfort 
food. They are traditionally filled with 
cottage cheese and dill, which happens 
to be my mom’s favorite herb. To her, 
these dilly crepes deliver a delicious 
dose of nostalgia. But she is cool with 
strawberries and chocolate, too. I’ve 
made them with ham and cheese, which 
my kids like, and even tried a version 
filled with fake crab and asparagus. It’s 
a very forgiving dish. If only life were so 
forgiving, and peace as easy to make as 
crepes. 

Nalysnyky 
 If your mother isn’t a dill lover, I’ve 

come up with a sweet nalysnyky that’s 
more in line with a classic Mother’s Day 
treat. It’s filled with a blend of mascar-
pone and ricotta cheeses, mixed with 
chopped strawberries, flavored with 
vanilla and drizzled in chocolate sauce. 

No matter what filling you use, the 

Courtesy 

Crepes can be made with a variety of fillings, but it’s best to avoid watery 
ingredients. 

Better call mom 
Ukrainian crepes make for a 
savory, or sweet, Mother’s Day 

rest of the technique won’t change. 
My son likes chopped ham in his dill 
nalysnyky, and his brother prefers them 
filled with imitation crab, asparagus 
and brie. Just be careful of watery ingre-
dients, as they make for a soupy filling. 

Serves 2 
Crepe ingredients 
4 eggs 
½ teaspoon salt 
1 cup milk 
1 cup flour 
¼ cup heavy cream 
½ stick butter 
Savory filling 
1 cup full fat cottage cheese, prefera-

bly large curd 
2 egg yolks 
2 tablespoons dill, chopped (or more, 

if you’re cooking for my mom) 
½ teaspoon salt 
Sweet filling 
1 cup ricotta cheese 
1 cup mascarpone cheese 
2 yolks 
1 cup chopped strawberries 
2 teaspoons vanilla extract 
If your filling contains cottage cheese, 

the first step is to place the cheese in a 
colander and let any water drain — then 
proceed to making crepes. 

Add the eggs, salt and milk to a mix-
ing bowl. Mix furiously, with a whisk or 
electric mixer, until the eggs are thor-
oughly beaten. Add the flour, ¼ cup at 
a time, mixing as you add it to avoid 
lumps, which a real crepe maker would 
never tolerate. 

When the batter is completely smooth 
and homogenized, heat an omelet pan 
on medium. Add about a teaspoon of 
butter and tilt the pan around to spread 
it evenly. Add a ¼ cup of batter to the 
buttered pan, quickly making a spiral 

See Flash, Page 27
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from the center. Immediately tilt the 
pan around to fill the gaps and com-
pletely cover the bottom of the pan. The 
window for doing this is very short, as 
the crepes will quickly cook. It is an art 
to fill the pan bottom with a perfect cir-
cle. Imperfect circles are fine too, be-
cause when they are filled and rolled, 
nobody will notice. 

Shake the pan to keep the crepe from 
sticking. If you’ve used enough batter 
and it’s a decent pan, it won’t. After 
about two minutes, the crepe will shrink 
a little and moisture will start to bub-
ble from the top. It’s about done at that 
point. Do not flip it. Slide it off the pan 
and onto a plate. Repeat until the batter 
is gone and you have 10 crepes. 

Mix together the ingredients to your 
filling of choice. Place a tablespoon of 
filling near the edge of a crepe. Roll that 
edge over the filling. Fold and tuck the 
two ends as you roll the crepe across the 
plate. 

Stack the rolled crepes in a lightly 
buttered pan, and bake for 20 minutes 
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Flash
from page 26

 By CHLOE ALVERSON
Before City Pulse, I worked as a 

server at HopCat in East Lansing for 
over three years. Like any good server, 
I studied the menu to make sugges-
tions for our guests. What better way 
to study than to try the foods myself? 
My go-to employee meal was the Mad-
town grilled cheese. I ordered it so 
much, manager once told me I wasn’t 
allowed to order it anymore — he was 
joking, but I thought he was serious at 
first. It’s been my favorite meal since I 
first tried it back in 2018. 

The sandwich, which is vegetari-
an-friendly, is different from a tradi-
tional grilled cheese, and you definite-
ly have to be a cheese lover to enjoy it. 
The Madtown comes on sourdough 
and is made with three cheeses — dill 
havarti, smoked gouda and muen-
ster. The trio of cheeses complement 
each other nicely, but that’s not even 
the best part. The garlic aioli is what 
makes it amazing. It also comes with 
apple slices and honey, giving the 
sandwich a touch of sweetness. 

Courtesy of HopCat

The Madtown grilled cheese from HopCat, which is made with dill havarti, smoked 
gouda and muenster, goes great with Cosmik fries.

Mad for the Madtown
grilled cheese

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

Monday-Thursday 11AM-10PM 
Friday 11AM-10:45PM

Saturday 11AM-10:30PM 
Sunday 11AM-9PM

300 N. CLIPPERT STREET, SUITE 17  
LANSING, MI 48912 • 517.203.0096

Buy One 
Dinner
GET ONE 
½ OFF!

A special just for you!

Full Menu Available

for Pick Up & 

Delivery

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE INFOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5SUNDAY NOON TO 5

The dish is served with a cup of 
roasted red pepper gouda bisque, and 
the bisque is topped with queso fres-
co and scallions. If you’ve ever been 
to a HopCat (a Grand Rapids-based 
craft beer joint, with multiple Michi-
gan locations), you likely know about 
the Cosmik fries — formerly known 
as Crack fries. The fries have a spe-
cial seasoning on them that not only 
makes them irresistible, but also pairs 
perfectly with the grilled cheese. The 
combination is a filling, but tasty meal. 

at 350 degrees. Let them cool to a 
safe temperature and serve warm. 

Unique HopCat sandwich includes apples and honey



28	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 City Pulse • April 27, 2022

SPRING SPECIALS Come see our 
new products 
for your plant 

and gardening 
needs!

… and so much more!… and so much more!

Shop Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Our vegetable flats Our vegetable flats 
are in and ready for are in and ready for 

your greenhouse your greenhouse 
or gardenor garden

More blooms for More blooms for 
your garden your garden 
arriving dailyarriving daily

AnnualsAnnuals
PerrennialsPerrennials

Hanging BasketsHanging Baskets

LandscapingLandscaping
ServicesServices

Clean Up Clean Up •• Mulching Mulching
Contact us for Contact us for 

Outdoor ServicesOutdoor Services
517-322-2671517-322-2671

1434 E. Jolly Road | Lansing 
517-882-3115 | lansinggardensllc.com

Find us on 
Facebook!


