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NEWS & OPINION

Experts
skeptical ofcontinue
BWL’s ‘naturally
occurring’
boron cases
claim
Racial disparities
despite decline
in COVID
Regulators
order
tests
The Rev. Vincent
Richardson
of Cristo Rey Catholic Church has celebrated
on
60 more wells after
Mass for at least 14 parishioners whose
deaths were related
to COVID.
chemical
found
in six

“When you know someone who dies
Regulators have ordered the Lansing
or is seriously hospitalized by this virus,
Board of Water & Light to test anoththat certainly affects your perspective,”
er 60 drinking water wells for boron
said Richardson, whose southside conand other contamination suspected to
gregation is mostly Latinx.
be stemming from the Erickson Power
As a result of that changing perspecStation’s toxic coal ash ponds.
tive about the virus that struck the LatThe decision comes as BWL has beinx community in Ingham, Eaton and
gun to claim the boron may be naturalClinton counties harder than other ethly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Saginicities, he was quick to partner with
naw aquifer from which the wells draw,
the Ingham County Health Department
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible
to do COVID testing at the church as
that the boron is naturally occurring,
well as provide a vaccine clinic.
experts who have reviewed test results
Black, Native American and Asian
and aquifer data said, but they said the
community members have also suffered
evidence — at least so far — suggests
significantly higher rates of infection in
BWL’s coal ash is the source.
the tri-county region in comparison to
Though drinking water wells are bewhite residents.
ing tested, public health advocates said
In the first months of the pandemic
that’s insufficient.
in Ingham County, Black residents had
Water samples from around the
nearly double the rate of infection and
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical
death than other subpopulations. Hope
markers that will clearly determine the
Lovell, chair of the Ingham Community
boron’s source, but state regulators haHealth Centers, said the racial disparity
ven’t required BWL to take that step,
concerns with Black community memand the state and utility may instead
bers are driven by a variety of intersectbase their analyses on previously pubing concerns and obstacles.
lished scientific literature.
“It’s like an onion,” she said. “It starts
That would leave the boron’s source
with hundreds of years of experimenin doubt, experts said, and could altation on the Black communities, comlow BWL to use its theory to shield itplicated by the employment and educaself from any responsibility to actually
tional disparities as well as lack of easy
clean up the water contamination.
access to medical care or insurance and
“It could be that those claims are
finally back to being able to actually actrue, but given that we are talking
cess medical care.”
about human health and people are livMuch of the complicated processes
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academof peeling apart the onion of obstacles,
ic question. There needs to be a serious
said Lovell, who is Black, is left for the
investigation that would include water
women in the community to juggle and
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a
overcome — leaving them worn down
Duke University geochemistry and waand without time for themselves.
ter quality researcher who studies coal
Communities of color are also burash ponds across the country.
dened by a higher incidence of underMeanwhile, others have also exlying health conditions like heart dispressed concern over drinking water
ease, diabetes, lung disease and kidney
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which
disease, which can complicate a COVID
are just inside the federal water quality
infection, sometimes making it more
standard, and could be naturally occurlethal. Those high incidences of comorring.
bidities were well known before COVID
Officials discovered in early February
hit, but the same onion layers prevented
that boron suspected to have leaked
full access to care, increasing the lethalifrom the coal ash ponds had contamty and severity of COVID infections.
inated six out of six nearby drinking
Last week, The New York Times re-

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Site tests detected boron levels beSignificant questions about the tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L.
problem’s scope also
remain:COVID
BWL still
Michigan
hasn’tby
setrace
specific health limTricounty
cases
per million
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution its on the amount of boron allowed in
County
Eatondrinking
County water,Clinton
County
plume’s size orIngham
location,
precisely how
though
groundwater
many drinking water wells are contam- limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but
inated in the nearby vicinity or how that is based on plant toxicity, not hulong its neighbors have been drinking man health, officials at EGLE said.
American Indian/
contaminated
water supplies.
The EPA has an unenforceable
Alaska Native
BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro- “health advisory” drinking water limit
actively” investigating the pollution,
but the utility knew about toxins leaking from itsAsian/
ponds as early as April “There needs to be a serious
Pacific Islander
investigation
2020 and never alerted the public or
its neighbors.
that would
It only began testing after the Eninclude water
vironmentalBlack/
Protection Agency and
African American
Michigan Department of Environquality tests.”
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De— Avner
partment began enforcement action
Vengosh,
Duke
University
on the pollution
White and BWL’s failure to
expert on coal ash
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse
that BWL is not acting proactively;
the agency is actually
of 6 mg/L for adults 0.2M
and 3 mg/L for
0.0M requiring BWL 0.1M
to test and provide drinking water to children. Boron is linked to developimpacted homes and businesses as part mental and reproductive toxicity, low
The
rates consent
of infection
of that
COVID-19
per 1 million
people
in aand
given
racial population
of
a draft
order
will legally
birth
weight
testicular
shrinkage.in
Clinton,
Eaton
and
Ingham
counties
from
March
10,
2020,
to
June
8,
2022.
Source:
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s
Naturally occurring?
State of Michigan.
taking.
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiarRegulators said BWL violated a lit- mid wrote in an email that the agency
any of state and federal clean water is “not sure if the elevated boron in the
ported that nationwide death rates for cial demographic may outpace others.
rules, and it faces the possibility of residential wells is due to contaminawhite Americans exceeded those of We are still trying to tease that data out
fines or other penalties. Among vio- tion from the Erickson site or not” beall other racial groups in the last year. from the larger data sets.”
lations at the state level are a failure cause boron is also a naturally occurMichigan data shows that while the rate
Ingham County Health Officer Linda
to prevent groundwater contamina- ring element that has been detected at
of death among white Michiganders Vail said the Times’ reporting “does not
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a higher-than-normal levels in the Sagihas narrowed in comparison to Black match what we are seeing in the county,
proper distance between the ponds and naw aquifer.
Michiganders over all, Black Michigan- and not in the data I have seen from the
groundwater. The state also cited the
The aquifer once held salt water,
ders continue to have the higher death state.”
utility company for a failure to install which can have higher levels of boron.
rate. Ingham and Eaton counties are the
While Black residents of the state and
proper pond liners, which are designed McDiarmid pointed to scientific litersame, but in Clinton County white res- county tended to lead the infection and
to prevent pollution near the Erickson ature that found naturally occurring
idents have a death rate nearly double death rates in the tricounty area in the
Power Station site.
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. DeterminBlack residents. According to the U.S. first year of the pandemic, Native AmerFederal rules also required utilities ing the source will require “additional
Census Bureau, 2.1% of Clinton Coun- icans have caught up or surpassed them.
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not investigation,” he said.
ty’s population is Black, while 93.6% of
That’s a trend first noted in the westdo so until 2020.
“To do this, BWL is installing addiresidents in the county are white.
ern U.S., particularly on Navajo reser“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling tional monitoring wells onsite, as well
State Medical Director Natasha Bag- vations. But that increase has also apthe groundwater, in violation of the as searching for additional existing
dasarian said there are pockets — such peared in state and county-level data.
federal rule, endangered nearby res- data for boron occurrence in the Sagias Clinton County where infections and
A state official who works closely with
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney naw aquifer, and other potential sourcdeaths in white residents may outpace Michigan tribal leaders on a variety of
with national environmental group es of boron in the area,” he added.
other races — but those are the excep- concerns for the tribes of Michigan said
Earthjustice, which has been moniBut Duke’s Vengosh said the investition to the overall racial disparities some of this disparity is driven by the
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent gations should also include water samacross the state.
fact the parts of the state of Michigan
failure to comply with the federal rule’s pling that checks for salinity, isotope
“We’ve made some inroads in reduc- are not tribal lands or connected to tribmandate to immediately determine the ratios and other markers that would
ing the racial disparities, but the state as al lands, creating a separated communature and extent of the pollution, and clearly tell whether the boron came
a whole is by no means at a place where nity that’s more difficult to reach and
warn nearby residents, is at the core of from ash or was naturally occurring,
the virus is equitably distributed,” she work with.
the present problem.”
“Evaluating the water quality of
said. “We have pockets where one ra“Those outside tribal reach aren’t nec-

wells located near and away from the
essarily connected to tribal community
coal ash site is a quite simple task and
centers and municipal buildings,” said
(regulators and BWL) should provide
the official, who declined to be identithat data rather than using ‘literature’
fied because she was not authorized to
to prove their point,” he added.
speak.
EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deterThe other issue contributing to highmine the boron’s source and that EGLE
er rates, noted both Lovell and the state
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce
official, is that members of the Native
state regulations.
American and Black communities tend
Experts who reviewed the data also
to work at jobs in factories and meat
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s
plants or warehouses that were considtheory because available evidence sugered essential. Because both commugests the coal ash pond’s boron is benities tend to live in multigenerationhind the contamination.
al housing, the virus once introduced
Evans said the boron may be natuspreads quickly. The same underlying
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer
health concerns in Black Americans
but said it’s already clear that the shalare also significantly higher in Native
low aquifer is contaminated from the
American communities.
ash, and she stressed that BWL and
Vail concurred with that assessment,
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggresnoting one of the first outbreaks in Ingsively test wells until they determine
ham County was tied to one of two work
the extent of the contamination.”
locations. Many of those cases were in
It’s also extremely rare to find natsoutheast Asians immigrant populaurally occurring levels of boron as
tions that were considered essential
high as what has been detected in the
workers during the shutdown. They
drinking water wells, Vengosh said.
often lived in overcrowded, multigenAnd though the aquifer from which the
erational house facilities that helped
wells are drawing does have a history
spread the virus. Those communities
of high levels of naturally occurring bowere among the first to have mobile vacron, a “statistically valid” sample of wacination clinics.
ter collected from around the aquifer
Those mobile clinics also appeared at
around 20 years ago found those levels
the Lansing Area AIDS Network, said
near Williamston — not near the plant,
Kristina Schmidgall, executive director
he noted.
of the AIDS service organization. “We
Evans also said BWL’s monitoring
wanted it to be a safe, no-judge space
wells that check for the “background”
for our clients to get tested and get
levels of toxins near Lansing showed
their questions answered. We had pizmuch lower levels of boron than what’s
za and laughed,” she said. “One of the
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile,
clients agreed to be vaccinated that day
monitoring wells placed between the
if the client’s caseworker also received a
pond and wells show elevated levels
booster shot. They both got their shot
of boron, suggesting the presence of a
that day.”
plume.
Vincent at Cristo Rey Church said he
But without the appropriate testing,
felt an obligation to do all he could to
the contamination’s source and extent
stop the pandemic after so many funermay never be known.
al masses. That included mobile vaccine
“The law requires them to test, so
clinics and early testing at the church.
why are they going to the library when
The misinformation and hesitancy for
they need to be sinking wells or testing
vaccinations is going to have to be chaldrinking water?” Evans said.
lenged on more personal levels now,
Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman,
rather than mass media buys, although
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer anthose will continue, said Bagdasarian.
swer questions from City Pulse.
“We’re really going to need to rely on
(For more on this story, please visit
trusted messengers — like faith leaders
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)
and social media influencers to coax the
— TOM PERKINS
hesitant into vaccinations,” she said.
— TODD HEYWOOD
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NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

KYLEHEYWOOD
KAMINSKI
ByBy
TODD
ity on East Shiawassee Street on property the company already
owns. Ifnectar
the project
is approved, it is expected to create
Let the
golden
flow
60 to 100 full-time jobs. Construction could start as soon as
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed
Monday
21) is
asexpected
OberontoDay
late this summer
or early(March
this fall and
take 12
14 months
complete. Neogen
celebrating
its 40th
— a new holiday that markstothe
state’sto“unofficial”
startisto
spring and
theanniversary. It develops and markets testing kits for food safety
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has
for humans and companion animals as well as an array of
long been a fan of the tasty beverage
andmedical
has been
repeatedly portrayed on
animal specific
items.

“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew.
Felons on city
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents
guzzled down more than 14 million
commissions
and
boards?
pints of Oberon Ale.

The last Eye for Design (below) was first identified by
Robert Copeland. The detail —
arched brickwork rising with the
roofline — belongs to the Alice
B. Cowles House on the campus
of Michigan State University.
The home, which is the official
residence of the MSU president,
is the oldest building on campus; the original construction
was completed in 1857.

This week’s Eye for Design
(above) is on the top story of its
building. If you know where,
send an email to knarianj@
mail.lcc.edu and you could win
an Eye for Design mug!
JAMES KNARIAN

“Eye for Design” is our look
at some of the nicer properties in Lansing.
It rotates each with Eyesore of the Week
and Eye candy.

Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding
Young
riders
cut the ribbon
and lead Avenue,
the firstincluding
mountain
to make
“major
improvements”
to Michigan
bikers
into
Dirt
School
at
Burchfield
Park
in
Holt
Monday.
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework
to
The new
$230,000vehicles.
trainingThe
facility
free bikes
and
support
autonomous
cashprovides
will also allow
for the
helmets to
learners
they can then enjoy the 11 miles of
possibility
of new
bike so
lanes.
mountain bike opportunities. Find out more at dirtschool.
Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
fun.
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multiracial students who
attend
the$175
Lansing
Schoolpublic
District are more
Schor
eyes
million
than twice as likely to be
suspended
than their white peers,
safety
bond issue
according
to reports
the Lansing
Journal.
In addition
Lansing
Mayor in
Andy
Schor isState
seeking
approval
fromtothe
inequitable
discipline,
the
audit
also
flagged
the
district
for
racial
Lansing City Council to put a $175 million bond proposal
disparities
in
student
achievement
and
access
to
AP
courses.
on the Nov. 8 ballot to build a public safety building. Schor
shared the plan Monday with Council members. It would
Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
house fire administration,
Lansing Police, a new lock up and
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores
a new home for the 54-A District Court. The new building,
was appointed to fill a partial term on the
as well as upgrades to various firehouses in the city, would
54A District Court following the retirement
be funded by a 3.9
mil tax increase. Where the new facility
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores,
might be locatedwho
remains
unknown.
Mayoral
spokesperson
has taught
at Cooley
since 2005,
served
Scott Bean said it’s
too
early
to
determine
a
site
until
the full
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta
County.
needs for such a His
building
identified
a rough
squarepartialare
term
expires inand
January,
meaning
foot estimate drawn
request
could in
change
as thefor
city
he’ll up.
haveThe
to run
for election
November
digs deeper into athe
financing
and
needs,
he
said.
The
Monfull six-year term.
day night pitch session was to gauge Council support. Bean
said no initial
concerns
werenamed
expressed.
Fire chief
finalists
in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to
serve as theCouncil
next chief
of the Lansing
Fire Department:
Interim
moves
COVID relief
funding plan
Chief
Michael
Tobin;
Chief
Edwin
The
Lansing
CitySterling
CouncilHeights
Ways Assistant
and Means
Committee
Miller
and Battleapproved
Creek Chief
Brianmillion
Sturdivant.
A search
comunanimously
a $24
budget
distribution
mittee
is set
to narrow
the field
to two candidates
for the
second
payout
in federal
COVID-19today
relief(March
dollars.
23).
Fire Board
Commissioners
will
the next
daydiTheThe
Council
plan of
veers
sharply from
themeet
mayor’s
plan,
and
forward
recommendation
to Mayor
Schor,
who
recting
morea cash
into city resources
suchAndy
as fire
trucks
and
makes
thefleet
finalupdates
decision.
vehicle
and less into grants for organizations,
as the mayor sought. The proposal moves to the full Council
Schor
catches
COVID-19
in two weeks, but
it may
not pass
until later in July when the
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the coronaentire Council is present.
virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary
Neogen plans
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild coldfood safety
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was
facility
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted
— said
of Lanhe notified the “very few” people with whom heThe
wascity
in contact
singhomeannounced
last weekend and will continue to work from
“as long
plans by the Neoas necessary.”
gen Corp. to build
a $70 million food
safety testing facil-

Allis
Kelly o
sing w
first t
rectly
last m
Eye
Desig
lightnin
that co
over th
portal
1938 O
Street
the hea
giant A
Ave. T
the cro
of inne
boldly p
inal fu
electric
city. Lik
Condit
built i
Power
the civ
that fus
ilize an
the New
This
(above
Old To
correct
edu and

The Lansing City Council
unanimously approved putCommission to replace Schertzing
ting a proposed
amendment
A three-person commission, comto the City Charter on the
prising Ingham County Clerk Barb
November ballot that would
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon
allow convicted felons the
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna
opportunity
apply
and
Dunnings,
will to
meet
nextfor
month
serve
on
city
commissions
to establish a process to replace
and boards,
which
is currentoutgoing
County
Treasurer
Eric
ly barred.who
Mayor
Andy
Schor
Schertzing,
is set
to retire
at
proposal
Counthesent
endthe
of the
month. to
Thethe
appointed
cil last month.
can make mistakes, then rehabilreplacement
will “People
serve through
itate andatbecome
productive
November,
which point
whoevermembers of society,” Schor
said. to the position is expected to take over the job. The
is elected
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.
Bomb deal for
House Dems demands Chatfield
probe man
Charlotte
Democrats have demanded an investigation
into the
“ethical39,
Chad Michael
Varrone,
failings and misconduct in office” of
House
Speaker
Lee to
of former
Charlotte,
pleaded
guilty
Chatfield, including allegations that
he misused
staffbomb
resources
making
a false
threat
and other benefits, as well as on to
thethe
lack
of financial
state
Capitol reporton Jan. 7,
ing requirements that enabled the
alleged
occur.
2021,
in misdeeds
exchangeto
for
having
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under
criminal
investigation
for
two felony charges of making
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she
terroristic threats dropped.
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.
One dropped charge alleged
Varrone left a voicemail
‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
threatening
kill Detroit
Plans areto
in motion
to
lawmaker
Cynthia
A. Johnbuild a $150,000 mounson,
Democrat.
tainabike
skills park Johnson
called
over
the
weekend
said she
“Dirt
School”
at Burchfield
was not consulted about the deal
and
it County
a “slap on
Park
in called
Ingham
the wrist” for the “white defendant,”
that
such
pleas
beforenoting
the end
of the
year,
are rarely offered by white prosecutors
to
people
of
color
reports the Lansing State
accused of crimes.
Journal. The 540-acre
“Eye f
park is already home to
contest
more than 10 miles of mountain
bikecharged
trails. The new “bike playGR officer
points o
ground” will reportedly feature
tunneldeath
tubes, giant slalom traffic
in Lyoya
Lansing
cones,
rampsRapids
and bridges.
Grand
Police Department Officer Christopher Eye Ca
Schurr has been charged with second-degree murder in
Lansing
manof
sentenced
for child
the shooting
death
Patrick Lyova,
a porn
Black immigrant
Michael
McShan,
28, of Lyoya,
Lansing,
sentenced
in a federal
whose father,
Patrick
iswas
a Lansing
resident.
VideoBecause of
courtroom
to
25
years
in
prison
after
he
was
convicted
through
shows Schurr was on Lyoya’s back directing him
to stopthe Week la
a five-day
trial
lasthis
year
on five
criminal
charges
the struction da
trying to
grab
taser
before
he pulled
his related
serviceto
weapon
production and attempted production of child pornography, Pennsylvani
and shot Lyoya in the back of the head. “The death was not1932, accord
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will ital Area Dis
justified or excused, for example, by self-defense,” Kent
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said. was the Sha
County Prosecutor Chris Becker said. Supporters of Lyoya
rallied outside the courthouse Monday demanding a conviction.
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Maybe Peffley is the problem

11
7

tively” tested six drinking wells in the
area. It was a sweetheart move for a
utility company caught in the midst
of a possible cover up.
Except, it wasn’t. BWL wasn’t proactively doing anything.
The company, instead, had actually
been ordered by state regulators to
get a handle on the pollution situation. Moreover, those reactive results
spelled out some really bad news:

claimed to be in compliance with
federal coal ash rules, but experts said
those rules were violated back in 2017
when BWL failed to test for contamLansing Board of Water & Light
building a media firewall around
ination.
general manager Dick Peffley is start- Peffley and other top executives
BWL has also repeatedly made
ing to have some real problems on his to answer our questions. She has
claims about the investigation
hands, even though he refuses to look learned well from longtime Lansing
process that directly contradict
down and acknowledge that he’s still
public relations practitioner Steve
statements from EGLE. In other inholding them.
Serkaian, executive director of public
stances, Adamy and Peffley have only
State environmental records
affairs at BWL and a holdover from
downplayed the issue.
released in January revealed that
the Bernero days.
Even BWL Board Chairman
Peffley has known for nearly two
David Price — someone who should
years about dangerous chemical
definitely be in the know — wasn’t
contamination leaking from the large
informed of the contamination
toxic coal ash ponds that surround
problems before January. He was
the Erickson Power Station in Delta
told the ponds weren’t contaminating
Township — which for decades may
Juneteenth, in its second year as a national holiday, demarks the end of slavery
groundwater, which was also directly
LIBERTY V. FREEDOM
have also poisoned nearby drinking
in the U.S. in 1865 — when Major General Gordon Granger issued orders to free
contradicted by regulatory docuwater supplies feeding private wells
the over 250,000 African American slaves in Galveston, Texas. These slaves had
ments.
and not
municipal
What they represent from our past
yet beensystems.
informed of the Emancipation Proclamation even though the Civil
And when presented with EGLE’s
High
of lithium,
boron,
Warlevels
had ended
months
prior. TDS
Juneteenth has been recognized in our community
statements,
Adamy has still insisted
and for
molybdenum
been
leaching of joy and reflection has evolved over time. In
The U.S. Constitution was amended to include freedoms for Black Americans.
many years have
and the
outpouring
the
agency
is
fromthe
theearly
three
ponds
since 2020
and at Mask Memorial CME Church, Benjamin In 1865, the 13th Amendment abolished slavery. In 1868,wrong.
the 14th Amendment
1990’s,
Juneteenth
festivals
still
claims to be
still neither
BWL
regulators
and in 1870,Peffley
the 15th
Amendment
Davis Park
andnor
St. state
Joseph
Park commemorated the date with food, speakers and established African Americans as full citizens,Meanwhile,
“proactively”
investigating
the
knows
how long
the problem
ofsituafreeactivities
for young
and old.has
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renew our resolve and commitment to
continue to pay that cost!
After many months of shelter-in-place
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the sorrow of the many related deaths, civil unrest, the events of January 6th, lingering
economic concerns and some landmark
court decisions, the observance of Juneteenth this year is even more poignant.
This current climate confirms that we
have moved past the era of melodic
speeches or the quick turn of a political
phrase to bring people together. There is
a cry throughout our nation for tangible
results evincing true equality.
Using our time, talents and service in
concert together is the only way we will
achieve the goal of the “United” States
envisioned by our founders and still the
hope of today. A society of people committed to the health, safety and prosperity of each other. A collective will centered around equal opportunities and
access for everyone.
This Juneteenth my hope is for continued collaboration that will enlighten
the path toward our living the meaning
of freedom’s purpose for everyone!
Blessings to all and our great nation.
Wanda M. Stokes
(The writer is a 30th Circuit Court
judge.)
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Introducing the man Democrats,
Whitmer want to face in November
Had you ever heard of Ryan D. Kelley before last week?
He's not a former attorney general.
He's not a former MichOpinion igan
Supreme
Court justice. He's
not a former judge.
He's not even an
attorney. To the best
of my knowledge,
he's not even related
to any of the aforementioned.
He's a Republican gubernatorial
candidate, one of the five who managed
to collect 15,000 signatures from real
people. Kelley is a rabblerouser who
is connecting with the conspiratorial
wing of the Republican Party.
He's a real estate broker and township planning commissioner married
to a YouTube influencer (Tabitha Kelley
of "This Momma's House") who was
probably more famous statewide (definitely, nationally) than he was until
about noon last Thursday.
It was about then that Michigan
learned the FBI had pulled Kelley away
from his Allendale house on four misdemeanor charges related to his antics
around the U.S. Capitol during the Jan.
6, 2021, riots.
Literally a few hours later, a congressional committee laid out its summary.
A mob, with Trump's placid blessing,
busted into the Capitol to, presumably,
prevent the certification of the 2020
election.
Coincidence? It's hard to believe it
was.
The social media coverage on Kelley's
presence in Washington isn't new. He's
acknowledged it numerous times. The
alleged video of him encouraging people to charge up the Capitol steps has
been around for about a year.
And, yet, the federal authorities decided last Thursday, 500 days after the
riot, was the perfect day to arrest this
guy? The same day Congress released
new video and testimony on primetime
TV.
You don't need to own a tin-foil hat
to be scratching your head on this one.
A month ago, I never believed I'd be
writing these words. Today, it's something we all need to seriously consider.
Ryan D. Kelley is officially a serious
gubernatorial candidate.
With James Craig trying to mount
a write-in campaign, Perry Johnson's
POLITICS

Juneteenth matters more than ever
During the celebration of Juneteenth,
we renew the
promise
of
Letter to the editor
true
emancipation and
recall the bloody path America trod to
delivering what Maj. General Gordon
Granger of Texas termed: “Absolute
equality of personal rights and rights of
property … .”
While it took a few years for the message of freedom to resonate throughout
the nation following the Emancipation
Proclamation of 1863, we continue today to celebrate the “joys of liberty, educating the community about our heritage, and by promoting positive cultural
interaction,” to quote Marilyn Rogers,
the longtime organizer of the Juneteenth celebration.
The focus on our rich 400-plus+ years
of African-American history is worthy of
celebration and pause! It’s important to
remember that the African-American experience is an “American” experience! It
embodies every facet of our great nation.
The Juneteenth celebration further reminds us that freedom isn’t
“free”! There are real and tangible costs
to being called an American. And each
of us, no matter what race or creed, must
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big bucks on the sidelines and none of
the other four remaining candidates
known to many GOP primary voters,
Kelley is just as likely as Kevin Rinke or
Tudor Dixon or even Garrett Soldano
to win this thing.
That's exactly what Democrats want.
After Craig and Johnson were booted
off the ballot for turning in too many
fraudulent petition signatures and not
enough valid signatures, Target Insyght
did a poll that found — unsurprisingly — 49% of Republican voters had no
idea what they were doing in the Aug.
2 primary.
The surprisingly 19% plurality,
though, said Kelley.
The guy had done no TV ads of note.
There's been no statewide mailings.
He's operating on a shoe-string budget.
He's done a ton of public appearances,
but very few media interviews because,
honestly, nobody thought he'd win.
In a field where Republican voters
don't know anybody, they side with the
familiar Irish surname over such unfamiliar names like "Rinke," "Rebandt,"
"Tudor" or "Soldano."
With this as a base, Democrats want
to raise Kelley's stature as a martyr
among Republican voters so they can
destroy him as an insurrectionist in the
fall.
Don't put it past the Democratic
Governors Association to highlight
Kelley's arrest on FoxNews to boost his
numbers. In fact, they're doing it right
now.
Rinke has some ugly lawsuits from
30 years ago. Dixon did some strange
horror films 13 years ago. Soldano sold
nutritional supplements during COVID
as a way to boost a person's immunity
against COVID. These are fine negatives in a normal year.
But there's video of Kelley that can
easily be framed as him encouraging a
mob of possible Proud Boys and the 3
Percenters to charge the U.S. Capitol.
More TV ads will show that. And if
you miss the commercials, the media
will report on Kelley going through his
court proceedings while running for
governor.
This will be a national story. Will
Michigan elect an insurrectionist as
governor?
Yup, whom do Democrats want the
governor facing this fall? There's no
question.
(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol news
service MIRS at melinnky@gmail.com.)
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Juneteenth: The past, present and future
By AUDREY MATUSZ
This week’s Juneteenth cover story
spotlights three local trailblazers who
are making a difference in our community. But first, let’s start with the basics.
Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration in the United States commemorating the end of chattel slavery.
On June 19, 1865, Texas became the
last state of the Confederacy in which
enslaved people officially gained their
freedom. This years marks the first in
which all states commemorate Juneeteenth,and for the second year Monday
(June 20) is a federal holiday.
In 2020, Michigan declared Juneteenth a state holiday (half a decade
after Texas). Michigan has seen its fair
share of Freedom Days and jubilees,
but something about this year’s festivities feels exceptionally electric. It could
be that Juneteenth is officially a brand
now. According to the United States Patent and Trademark Office, there are 57
business entities with filed trademark
applications involving the word Juneteenth. Forty of those patents were filed
within the past two years. It’s naive to
think there is a newfound sense of entrepreneurship among African Americans.
However, there seems to be a wider platform for pro–Black initiatives. Lansing’s
cultural scene is no exception.
Last month, the Rev. Stan Jenkins of
the Lansing First Presbyterian Church
pledged $100,000 to the Justice League
of Greater Lansing to support reparations for 27,000 African-American residents. And there’s been a lot happening.
Prince Solace, community outreach director at Lansing First Presbyterian, and
Willye Bryan, an entomologist at Michigan State University and a member of
the same congregation, formed the Justice League, which advocates faith-based
reparations. They are part of a national
interfaith movement to understand the
role churches played in slavery.
In February, the Lansing Economic
Area Partnership and the PNC Foundation launched Elevate, a Black business
accelerator program spanning across
three mid-Michigan counties. Sidney
Mccalib was nominated to the program
to aid in the expansion of his cultural
news outlet, Next Up News, from Lansing to a statewide audience.

Last year, Oprah Jrenal — running as
Oprah Revish — unsuccessfully sought
a seat on the Lansing City Council on
a platform rooted in accessible housing
and defunding police. Her mission to
create safe, inclusive spaces across college campuses has just begun.
For some of the backstories on these
movers and shakers, read the following
Q&A interviews with Solace, Mccalib
and Jrenal. (These interviews have been

edited for clarity and concision.)

Prince Solace
Age: 32
Lansing First Presbyterian Church
Community outreach director
What does the Justice League do?
Prince Solace: What we’re looking at
is the racial wealth gap that is so precedent all over the country. We’ve done 15
to 16 different presentations at churches
throughout the city of Lansing. We’re
talking about slavery and racism from
the perspective of history from a spiritual aspect and, of course, from an economical aspect. Our goal is to reach $1
million by the end of 2023 and use those
funds to allocate toward reparations in
housing, education scholarships and
business startups for Africa Americans.
What we’re doing is happening at a
national scale. There was an article written by NBC and it actually featured the
Justice League and what we’re doing at
the local level. But the article also does
an overview of what’s happening in
America — as we start to dig up the history of slavery and churches.

How do you explain reparations to
white people?
Our federal government has given reparations to groups such as the Japanese
for the atrocities that happened in the
Japanese internment camps. They’ve given reparations to Native Americans for
breaching treaties and removing them
off their land illegally. There are other
forms of reparation that’s happened for
victims of the Holocaust. So, we go over
this idea of repairing a community. Once
we know there are wrongdoings, whether it be conscious or subconscious, there
is a moment for us to help repair.
We also take a look at the numbers.
We look at from 1983 through 2016.
We look at how much money that the
white family has accumulated. In 1983,
it’s roughly around $110,000. By 2016,
it’s upwards of about $150,000. This is
the median income of wealth for white
families, not the average. When we look
at the Black family, in 1983, wealth goes
from $7,000 down to $5,000. We talk
about Jim Crow. We talk about the G.I.
Bill. We talk about the Homestead Act.
Being a part of the Justice League, I’ve
had to revisit history. I’ve had to learn
more about the in-depth nuances of how
this all worked, so I don’t think anybody
should be shy about not knowing. It’s
not something that’s really emphasized
within our high school textbooks.
How long have you lived in Lansing?
I’ve lived in Lansing for 31 out of my
32 years of life. I actually grew up near
Potter Park Zoo. I grew up going to
Mid-Michigan Leadership Academy. It
was actually the Michigan School for the
Blind many years ago. It’s well known for
Stevie Wonder attending that school. The
same campus was used as the first women’s college in Michigan. It later got converted to a middle school and then a high
school. I go back every now and then just
to walk to campus and volunteer.
When did you start getting your interest in economic development?
I think the school definitely was the
platform in which I became interested
in community development and that
really stems from my mom. I grew up
in a household where my mom — whose
name is Darlene Rhode but she goes by
the name Queen Darlene —would be
heavily involved with the Parent Teacher

Conversations with three
local trailblazers

Association. She’d always be helping organize different parades for low-income
communities in Lansing, specifically for
the LaRoy Froh projects.
We lived in government housing, and
when you live in government housing
there’s not too much you can do to the
property because you don’t own it. But
HUD (U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development) was OK with us
having a garden, so my mom planted tomatoes and peppers on this slanted hill
in the back of our little house. I think
that’s definitely where the interest began.

Sidney Mccalib
Age: 25
Next Up News
CEO/president
nextupmichigan.com
How long have you lived in Lansing?
Sidney Mccalib: About 13 years.
What made you want to cover local
events?
I started the idea of wanting to put
out some type of publication at the very
end of 2019, but then the pandemic really took hold of everything. During the
pandemic, I just sat back like everybody
else and assessed life. At the end of the
summer of 2020, I started seeing a lot
of the community kind of galvanized behind this idea of pop-up shops. Especially for the diverse communities — Black,
brown and LGBTQ communities.
See Juneteenth, Page 11
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e all grew up, only knowing what we were told. We believed
and trusted what we were taught as true and accurate. We
became invested in the culture of our society, that our place
in the world was morally just, that we were the envy of the
world. And in some cases, that may have been true. But as time
drudges on, and if we look at how we’ve evolved, with honesty
and truth as our beacon, we will see that we have failed to live up
to our promises. We have been guilty of doing just enough over
the years to pacify the population, and just enough to continue to
tell the rest of the world how great we are, even when much of
what we allowed we’d condemn if we witnessed a foreign
government do. We have allowed our political process to muddy
the waters of creating policy, so that the general public really
doesn’t know what our elected officials are voting for or against.
We have turned blind eyes to families burying their sons and
daughters who were shot because of no-knock raids. We’ve
scorned and ostracized anyone who’s had a platform to use their
voice to bring awareness to systematic inequities. We’ve been
programmed to either discriminate or have prejudice against
segments of our population, contradicting how we wish to be
perceived.
The snail’s pace of progress has been the death of countless
people. Our refusal to embrace our history has stunted our
potential and fostered an environment that capitulates our claim
of being the land of the free and the home of the brave. If we deny
our children’s right to be taught the truth in its entirety, they’ll
grow up making decisions and passing judgment based on
limited, if not biased information.
I grew up believing that this country was perfect. The lessons
given throughout my schooling often shed a considerably
brighter light on the ending of slavery and rarely on the impact of
slavery during and after. American history glossed over slavery,
reconstruction, Jim Crow and Civil Rights. American educations
do not receive African-American curriculums, at least not in grade
school, and even in college, it is an elective class. We have failed
our children. We tell them the version of America that makes them
feel good, but we shy away from all that has brought so many
families more grief than most of us can imagine.

Juneteenth is coming up. We cannot hijack
another day with meaningless celebration. It’s
not for corporations to monetize and virtue
signal. June 19th is a Sunday this year. The
calendar shows observance on the 20th. We will
be closed. We will be paying our staff for the day
off. We value this day, we honor those who pay
homage, we will observe and follow the lead of
those who fought for this recognition.
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The best version of America is the one that teaches the future
generations about why many of our own citizens continue to be
impoverished, and how even today there are lingering effects of
the impact of enslaving people. When we do not acknowledge
the full impact, we de facto absolve ourselves of the pain and
discomfort that we may feel knowing that our government and
our citizens bear some responsibility, not because we participated
directly, but because we have had a benefit from it. Whether it’s
generational wealth or, rather, not being denied generational
wealth. Whether it’s from better schools, better healthcare, job
opportunities, banking, housing or, most problematic, denied
justice. All of these things should be considered simply because
we are citizens of this country, and it is a debt that cannot be
repaid — but could be repaired. Reparations were paid to those
who owned people but had to free them. They were paid to free
people. Can you even imagine? How did we consider that to be
reasonable — and yet we reneged on the promise of 30 acres and
a mule. The wound still festers and can only begin to heal through
acknowledging the lasting impacts and compensation for lost
lives, lost heritage, lost culture, lost dignity. We can’t undo the
past, but we can give the respect due that much of what was
done is still impactful either in policy, or in people’s ingrained
thinking and biases. I would argue that even in my own life, I had
implicit biases that I was so unaware of, until I started to seek them
out, and upon understanding how to accept my flawed thinking,
I was able to change attitudes and behaviors that contributed to
stereotypes and prejudices. I’m just a middle-aged man at 51, and
it was more than eight or nine years ago that I even became
aware, and I never considered myself a racist. The point is that
there are a lot of people who were/are just like me, and I was failed
by my country, by my teachers, and by my communities. We
cannot afford to let everyone age into their 30’s and 40’s believing
that everything is fair and just. We cannot let the youthful years go
by without a care for the systemic issues that are harming people
every day.
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supremacy that they uphold in LGBTQ
spaces. Then for our LGBTQ students of
color, we make sure we give them language to name their experience and permission to change their experience and
to create better spaces for themselves.
We center the voices of queer and trans
people of color, so all of our speakers
and guest panelists have those identities.
Throughout the year, we try to decentralize whiteness as much as possible in
who we bring to campus, who we highlight on our website and on our social
media, that sort of thing.
What brought you to Lansing?
I had been working in residence halls
on college campuses and always with an
emphasis in advocating for students of

Oprah Jrenal
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Age: 35
Gender and Sexuality Campus Center
at Michigan State University
Assistant director

arti
cal

What do you do at the Gender and
Sexuality Campus Center?
Oprah Jrenal: Every spring I hold the
Queering Racial Justice Summit. It’s
a two-day event for students. What we
do for our white students, we give them
space and opportunity to explore white

See Juneteenth, Page 13

o
se
ha
rc
pu

There used to be a big pop-up shop
festival over on Waverly Road in the
parking lot of Orleans Fresh Fish &
BBQ. I used my blog to start covering it
because I didn’t see other outlets talking
about it.
I knew I had the skills and the initiative to start the effort. I decided I wanted
to put together a more structured effort
because the community would take it
more seriously. At the very end of 2020,
I brought on my partner, Gordon Lenton, and we decided to launch Next Up
News, which is a full-scale effort to highlight the news in Lansing’s urban community. Gordon, our VP, is from Flint so
he’s covering that community. We cover
stories in Detroit too. Now, we have a
full-service platform, not just a blog —
something we can develop into a real
platform in our state.
Do you mostly discover culture news
and entrepreneurship?
We have a team. Deja Haynes covers fashion and live anchor reporting.
Jawaun Hill covers spirituality and arts
and entertainment. We have Demetrius
Sims covering arts and entertainment
and Black history and empowerment.
I cover urban business development,
as well as Lansing happenings. Gordon
covers Lansing and Flint happenings,
as well as urban business development.
John Arlee covers Detroit happenings.
And we have a media team. We focus on
only positive information. We shy away
from crime and controversy. We’re looking to be a part of the news and media
coverage of our state and we want to
make sure that we have a niche lane.
Is there a story you feel is not getting
enough attention?
I think people are scared to have an
honest meet-in-the-middle conversation about guns. There are a lot of proud

color, LGBTQ students of color and all
the intersections of all the identities. I
kind of hit a wall when my supervisor
basically asked me, “Are you going to
advocate for students or are you going
to keep your job?” I thought that my job
was to advocate for students, so I started looking for work that would actually
allow me to advocate for students. My
friend told me about the assistant director position here with the Gender and
Sexuality Campus Center at Michigan
State University, and now I get paid to
love on queer and trans students.
Were you one of the first people in
your family to go to college?
Being a first-generation college student, my mom was like, “Oh, you know,
you don’t have to stay there. You can
come home.” That was when the scholarships and the grants and stuff had
kind of run out and I didn’t know what
to do. Fortunately, there were people at
the University of Arizona who remembered my name, who forwarded me
emails for opportunities. And I wanted
to become that person for other students. To remind students that if your
parents are telling you to “just stop,” you
can also have one external voice telling
you that you’re more than capable of doing whatever you want to do.

ce

from page 9

people and a lot of people who dislike
them, but I believe there is a middle
ground.
Do you have a local hero?
I would say Angela Austin is my local
hero. She does more than anyone could
imagine to galvanize every level of her
community from kids on up to the seniors, from crime and safety to political
issues. And she’s done it for many, many
years. She was the first person to tell me
I could use my abilities to do the same.
Sharing only positive news about your
community, does that feel liberating?
It’s a freedom that not a lot of people
have at normal establishments, but it’s
also a freedom that people need. I was
able to see the effects that years of just
negative information had. I have loved
watching the news since I was 6 or
7 years old, but it’s the sheer amount of
negative news that gets me.
Sometimes balanced reporting creates
imbalance. What I mean by that is if the
news starts at 6 o’clock with this amazing
story about a community member and
then ends you on 10 People Murdered
in Buffalo — you don’t do anything for
our community. You just took them on a
rollercoaster that kills you after a while.
Next Up seeks to bring a new light spirit
in essence by only covering positivity, so
hopefully you leave our platform with a
positive thought.
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Join the campus community for the second
annual Michigan State University Juneteenth
Celebration on

Friday, June 17 at the Breslin Center

DOORS OPEN at 4:30 p.m.

RSVP at inclusion.msu.edu
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Juneteenth
from page 11

Is the University of Arizona where you
got radicalized?
My goodness. What a question. Yeah,
I definitely had a lot of my racial identity development happen there. I cut my
perm out freshman year. I had been getting perms since I was 4, so it was really
wild to be 18, 19 and be like, “Oh, that’s
what my hair looks like coming out of
my head.” In college, I think there is a
moment for (Black people) where they’re
like, “Oh, I don’t need to straighten my
hair to make white people comfortable.
I can actually embrace exactly who I am
and find a community that embraces me
exactly how I am.”
Growing up in Los Angeles, what
resources or outlets did you go to for
LGBTQ+ culture?
When I was in high school, we had a
computer class and I remember we had
one website that we would go to. It was
like an LGBTQ glossary website. Very
2000. The background was sepia-colored and the text was in comic sans.
It had a long page of all these LGBTQ
terms like: queer, lesbian, top, bottom.
We would wait for the teacher to be

www.lansingcitypulse.com

distracted and we’d huddle around one
computer with other little queer babies
and be like, “Oh, that’s you right there?
Oh no, that’s me right there.” As we read
through the terminology. That was really all we had access to.
Last question. Do you have a favorite
author?
Toni Morrison, and my favorite book
from her is “Paradise.” I’ve read it a few
times. I don’t know if a lot of people think
it’s her best book. It’s about these women
who created this space for themselves
and how angry everybody got about it. In
the book, people are questioning them
like, “How can you exist if there’s no man
here?” They actually destroy their space.
I just get stuck on the fact that they created it. They created this world for themselves that was for them. I think that’s
beautiful.
Audrey Matusz is
a former arts and
culture editor of City
Pulse who was born
in Lansing and grew
up in Okemos. She
is a graduate of the
Residential College
of the Arts and Humanities at Michigan
State University.
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CELEBRATE JUNETEENTH
WITH THE
EAST LANSING PUBLIC LIBRARY!
Sunday, June 19, 10am-2pm
at the East Lansing Farmers Market

Find us in the Library on the Go
to learn more about
Juneteenth, make a craft, and
browse books. More info at
elpl.org.

Happy Juneteenth!
With love

Lansing CUMC
215 N. Capitol Ave
Lansing 48933
517-485-9477
Lansingcentralumc.net
Join us live Sundays @10am
or on 1240am or the web.

Home of the Rainbow Cafe
And host of Peppermint Creek
Theater, Sistrum and others

Call us to schedule your special event or to get involved

Freedom Day
potterparkzoo.org
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Start at LCC. Finish at
a four-year university.
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You belong here
lcc.edu/youbelong

LANSING COMMUNITY COLLEGE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION/EMPLOYER.

By SARAH SPOHN
After a successful inaugural event
last year, the 517 Juneteenth Weekend
returns, with four days of celebrations
in REO Town. The freshly launched
annual event adds to an already existing calendar of other large-scale Juneteenth happenings across the area. It’s
a clear sign of the growing demand to
not only recognize the federal holiday,
but the need to celebrate it in various
ways.
Equipped with standup comedy, a
mixer, live music, kid’s activities, a barbeque battle and a laundry list of blackowned business vendors, 517 Juneteenth Weekend aims to entertain and
encourage. MikeyyAustin, the event’s
founder and program coordinator, said
it’s about looking back at history while
also looking to the future.
“Juneteenth celebrates the emancipation of African-American slaves in the
United States,” he said. “We’re celebrating 157 years this Juneteenth, which
sounds like a long time, but in reality,
it’s not long at all. Another thing we try
to do with the festival and
platform we have is really
just look at how far we’ve
been able to come in those
157 years.”
And,
according
to
MikeyyAustin, it’s not hard
to see the impact of the last
157 years.
“Whether it’s through
art and entertainment influencing pop culture or entrepreneurship and business, we, as a culture, have
come a long way,” he said. “The purpose
of the 517 Juneteenth festival is really to
celebrate and acknowledge that.”
For a debut, MikeyyAustin said last
year’s event over-delivered with a surprising number of attendees. Expecting
no more than 400, 1,100 filled Washington Avenue.
“It was nice to see a bunch of people
there,” he said. “Black-owned businesses
and vendors filling the street, live performances, kids playing, multi-generations and cultures dancing together. It
was really a beautiful sight.”
This year’s stacked weekend coincides
with some of other local celebratory
events, including the 2nd annual MSU
Juneteenth Celebration on Friday (June
17) at the Breslin Center.
Another well-attended fest is a fixture
in the community: the Lansing Juneteenth Celebration.
This long-running event, launched
in 1993, kicks off with a ceremony at
Lansing Community College at 6 p.m.
Thursday (June 16). The keynote speaker is Chief Probate Judge Shauna Dunnings. Friday continues with the Freedom Festival Family night from 4 p.m.
to 8 p.m. at St. Joseph Park. Saturday
morning at 11 is the African American
Parade, which starts at J.W. Sexton
High School and features Grand Mar-

in many different ways.”
As for the 517 Juneteenth Weekend, a
ticketed comedy show featuring comedian Robert Jenkins and Stellana kicks
off the festival Thursday night at The
Robin Theatre. The show also includes
sets from hip-hop artist Jahshua Smith
and All of the Above Hip Hop Academy.
“That event is somewhat reminiscent
of the Def Comedy Jam type of style,
where it’s comedy, live performance and
live DJ setup,” MikeyyAustin said.
Smith, who is not only a performer
but also an event promoter for the festival, said the weekend in REO Town is a
monumental affair.
“It was a really diverse crowd, it felt
like a family reunion,” Smith said about
last year’s event. “I think it’s a great
branching-off-point to talk about one
of the more storied parts of our country’s history, one that often isn’t spoken
Photo by Kendall D. Lartigue about because of a lack of comfort from
certain voices: the ratifications of the
517 Juneteenth Weekend is Thursday, June 16-Sunday, June 19 on Washington
Trans-Atlantic slave trade in America.”
Avenue in REO Town. Here is a a scene from last year’s celebration.
Friday’s 517 Juneteenth activities include a free ice cream social
in the Riverview Church
parking lot, featuring treats
from Sweet Encounter, a
Black-owned bakery and
café in downtown Lansing,
and science activities from
Impression 5.
“We actually have a partnership with Milk Means
More,” MikeyyAustin said.
Rogers said many of the committee’s “That allows us to give away 600 free ice
shals Willard Walker and U.S. Rep. Elisa Slotkin. That is followed at St. Joseph long-term goals have been met and she cream sandwiches and popsicles.”
Later in the evening, the Juneteenth
Park, 2125 W. Hillsdale St., by the June- is proud to see the celebration now recMixer takes place in The Cadillac Room.
teenth/NAACP Job Fair, a health fair, ognized on a national level.
“We’ve always been an advocate of Event proceeds go towards grants for
children’s activities, exhibits, merchants
and food vendors, plus live music on the Juneteenth being a day of celebration, black-owned Lansing businesses.
even though it wasn’t a holiday” origThe main event n REO Town is the
main stage.
Marilyn Rogers, chairperson of the inally. “We’ve been doing this for 29 big festival on Saturday, with live music
headliners coming from
Lansing Juneteenth Committee, said years, and we’ve made
all over the country. Aside
the annual event had humble begin- some strides and accomfrom performances, the
nings, inspired by the late Gordon plishments. We feel that 517 Juneteenth Weekend
street, which is closed to
Haskins, a member of Mask Memorial one of the biggest ones was South Washington Ave., REO Town
Lansing
C.M.E. Church. Haskins envisioned a helping to advocate on the Thursday, June 16-Sunday, June 19 traffic, will be also filled
with 40 to 50 Blacklocal celebration much like the ones he federal level for the June- 517juneteenth.com
owned business vendors,
had experienced in his home state of teenth National Freedom
29th annual Lansing
kid’s activities and more.
Texas. With the help of Debra Plummer, Day.”
Rogers said the June- Juneteenth Celebration
To finish the event off on
the first Juneteenth celebration hapJune 16-Saturday,
a high note, a Sunday jazz
pened 29 years ago at the church and teenth Committee em- Thursday,
June 18
concert at The Cadillac
continued at different parks until they braces all of the other local St. Joseph Park &
celebratory events popping Lansing Community College
Room wraps up the fest.
settled on St. Joseph.
lansingjuneteenthcelebration.org
Allowing access to varHaskins “shared up over the years within
ious forms of media is
his
concept
of individual communities. 2022 MSU Juneteenth
just another perk to this
wanting a celebra- MikeyyAustin shares the Celebration
wide-ranging event and it’s
tion, that it should sentiment.
Friday, June 17
“We encourage people 5:30-8:30 p.m.
a mission MikeyyAustin,
start at church, and
Breslin Center
who is also a musician, said
that it would grow to go to both, and make an The
534 Birch Rd, East Lansing
he is passionate about.
to be a public body entire day or weekend of inclusion.msu.edu/awards/
“In the community I
of its own,” Rogers it,” he said. “That’s why we Juneteenth
grew up in, there are resaid. “So, his vision start later in the day, recactually has come ognizing that the parade starts earlier. sources that are lacking — things that
Marilyn Rogers
true over the years. Juneteenth doesn’t belong to any one families don’t have access to,” he said.
It just continued to grow year after year, person or organization. The purpose “Art is literally common ground. I think
until we decided to let it grow beyond is to celebrate Black culture, and since art and access to art should be a human
the church doors and take it to a public Black culture is so wide and big, we right — having that ability to express
want to encourage people to celebrate ourselves.”
park.”

517 Juneteenth weekend
celebrates and educates
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Getting
factsJazz
straight
Lansing Facts
Summerthe
Solstice
Festival about
roars back

In remembrance

with two days and two stages of swing

What makes Frandor Shopping
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so
endearing?
Only Lansing locals — like those runBy LAWRENCE
COSENTINO
ning
the Lansing
Facts page — would
understand the answers to such questions.
Larry Fuller:
The satiric Lansing
Facts Twitter
account — @LansingMIFacts — was
No ‘raggedy
music’
started by Craig
Terrill in 2017.Terrill,
42, was running a professional social
media
account
work.
He wanted
to
Pianist
Larryfor
Fuller
never
took a jazz
start
something
less
serious.
After
conclass. He feels lucky to have played “in
sulting
friends,
Lansing
Facts
the wild,”
as he
describes
it, was
withborn.
jazz
Terrill
a “Candy”
Twitter Johnson,
audience jazz
by
greats
likebuilt
Floyd
following
interand bluesLansing
singer businesses
Ernestine and
Anderson,
acting
online.
bassistwith
Raythem
Brown
and Lansing
drummerFacts
Jeff
joined
Instagram
in
June
2018, under
Hamilton.
the“Isame
name
Twitter,
as
feel like
myasage
group but
was isn’t
the last
active
on
it
compared
to
other
social
generation that could still learn the mumedia
sic in aplatforms.
more organic way, by just playing
40, he
was
someone who
onTytheForquer,
bandstand,”
said.
often
interacted
the Lansing
Fuller’s
star has with
risen since
he got a
Facts
account
on
Twitter.
generous, but dubious, nodAfter
in anmeetApril
ing
mutual
friends,
TerrillTimes.
gave
24,through
2009, story
in The
New York
Forquer
the
keys
to
the
Twitter
account
That story framed Fuller as an archein
early
2019.
Terrill said Forquer’s
type
of the
under-appreciated
sideman,
involvement
with
Lansing
was “A
a
a specialist in survival.
The Facts
headline:
natural
fit. On the Side.”
Life Lived
“It
was one
of later,
those Fuller
decisions
that
A dozen
years
comes
to
was
a
no-brainer,”
Terrill
said.
“He
East Lansing’s Summer Solstice was
Jazz
writing
jokes than
Festival better
as a headliner
at I7 was.
p.m.And
Frithat’s
management
101.
You
get
people
day, backed up by no less than two
jazz
to
work with
youRodney
that areWhitaker
better than
legends,
bassist
and
you
at it, and
it makes
drummer
Lewis
Nash. everyone better.”
The Twitter account Nash,
took off,
who and
also
that’s when Forquerappears
realized
that
on
FullSummer
the
page Solstice
may see similar
success
on
er’s new
album,
Facebook.
The
two
had
been
resisting
Jazz Festival
“Overjoyed,” will
the move to Facebook lead
due to algorithm
his own
issues
— Forquer explained
June 17-18
quartet how
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the
Ann Street often
Plaza, punishes users for postplatform
Summer
Solstice
and Albert EL Fresco
ing
too much,
posted
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Space,and
EastLansing
Jazz Facts
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8:30
Lansing
frequently.
The Lansingp.m.
Facts
Facebook
Friday.
eljazzfest.com
page
— also @LansingMIFacts
was
Fuller — grew
For details, see Pages
started
in
May
2019
and
is
now
close
to
17-20
up in the workreaching 17,000 likes. ing-class section
“There’s a bigger audience,”
of Toledo.Forquer
said.
behave
They like
He“They
played
on differently.
Sunday nights
at
to
interact
and
more.”
Rusty’s,
7 more
p.m. to
2 comment
a.m., while
still in
Both
Forquer, a former City Pulse edihigh
school.
tor,Powerhouse
and Terrill Kansas
consider
thesaxophonist
Facebook
City
page
a
place
for
their
greatest
hits of
from
Floyd “Candy” Johnson, a veteran
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The
two
feeds
look
different,
Count Basie and Duke Ellington orcheswith
much
more
Twitter,
tras and
leader
of acontent
Detroiton
band
called
where
Forquer said
he and
TerrillFuller
“let
the Peppermint
Sticks,
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everything fly, every day, and see what
sticks.” He considers that to be “the
beauty of Twitter.”
“You can find these communities of
people who have experienced the same
weird things that you have, who have
noticed the same weird billboard on
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When
you see other people having these experiences, you feel a little less alone in the
world.”
Terrill explained the account as a
“local Onion,” referencing the popular
online satire page The Onion. Forquer
described it as “hyper-regional humor.”
“We don’t expect people much out of
an hour away from Lansing to understand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said.
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird little city we live in. It’s like our inside joke
with the world that no one else outside
of Lansing understands.”
When
people
don’t
understand the
was
her new
piano
player.
humor
behind
a
post,
or
if they together,
feel that
The two of them traveled
the
account
is
making
fun
of
Lansing,
picking up a local bassist and drummer
Terrill
saidgig,
thatuntil
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followers
for each
1994,
when
Fuller
will
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in
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set
them
straight.”
It
joined a trio led by drummer Jeff Hamdoesn’t
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though.
ilton. That
gig very
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a career
high in
“I think
most people
understand
that
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Ray Brown’s
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of
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finding
the
weird
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about
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thatNeither
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pinnacle
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nor
what
it
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Forquer
said.
Hamilton tolerated mediocrity of any
Terrill admitted that sometimes, the
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account
off. Hebandand
“Bothofofthe
them
were is
fantastic
Forquer
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their
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to
leaders as well as great musicians,” Fullmissed
jokes
or
when
something
posted
er said. “It doesn’t matter if you had a
isn’t
typibad “100%
day, or cool.”
if youTheir
only followers
got an hour
of
cally
will
tell
them
when
a
post
doesn’t
sleep the night before. Whenever you
read
well.
touch
the instrument, you have to be
“We’re about
making
completely
focused
andtheatcommunity
the top of
better
and poking fun at ourselves, but
your game.”
weFuller
don’t want
to be Brown’s
mean,” Terrill
said.
absorbed
distaste
at
“It’s
always
a
fine
line
to
walk,
and
we
putting “raggedy music” before the pubdon’t
lic. always get it right.”
The
two admin
the jokes
and
“Sometimes
jazz post
musicians
might
be
memes
as
they
come.
Sometimes,
great players, but they’re just sort of up
Terrill
be more
times,
there, will
jamming
on active.
a tune,”Other
Fuller
said.
Forquer
steps
up. When
one is with
morea
“Ray would
always
do something
active,
thean
other
admin
back. The
song, put
intro
on it, steps
an arrangement
same
goes
for
when
one
may
feeling
that made it special. I learnedbe
that
from
burnt
out
or
uninspired.
Longtime
folhim.”
lowers
may
be
able
to
tell
who
wrote
Fuller has been a workhorse for most
what
Terrill said.with a disciplined
of hisposts,
life, beginning
“We’ve regimen
just kind
done
thing,
practice
heoftook
up our
at Toledo’s

out of Riverside Elementary in north
Toledo to play in an all-city student ensemble.
Fuller traveled and played gigs with
Johnson when he was barely into his
teens.
“It was a tremendous learning experience,” he said. “He was a great player and
a great mentor to me.”
Back then, Fuller and Rodney Whitaker played several gigs together as young
musicians in the Ann Arbor, Toledo and
Detroit area.
Fuller was 21 years old when Ernestine Anderson came to Ann Arbor’s Bird
of Paradise club in the mid-1980s. A formidable vocalist 40 years his senior, Anderson was impressed that Fuller knew
her arrangements.
By the third night, she told people he

Catholic Central High School and still
maintains. He transcribed and mastered
over 100 arrangements to satisfy Ray
Brown’s exacting standards.
“Ray Brown would say, ‘You need a
hobby,’” Fuller recalled.
These days, Fuller is making more of
an effort to enjoy life. He and his wife recently put the crush of New York behind
them and live near Princeton, New Jersey. They enjoy traveling, when time allows, and “spending time out in nature.”
“There’s other things in life, other than
sitting in a practice room,” he said.
Keeping a touring, working trio together is not easy.
“But it’s a joy to play music I want to
play and present it the way I want to,”
he said. “It’s a blessing to play music,
period. And this coming weekend in

East Lansing’s Summer Solstice Jazz
Festival has gone through a year of
heavy loss. Three longtime supporters
and board members who helped put the
festival on a financially sound footing
died in 2021-‘22: Robert Banks, Barbara
Sawyer-Koch and John Revitte. The festival’s founder in 1996, MSU professor
and jazz lover Al Cafagna, died June 3.
A performance at 8:30 p.m. Friday by
the Lewis Nash Quartet will be dedicated
to Sawyer-Koch, a former MSU trustee.
A performance at 8:30 Saturday night by
the Randy Gelispie Quartet will be dedicated to Banks, a former MSU provost,
dean of James Madison College and
chairman of the festival’s advisory board.

Dobbins’ group takes full advantage of
the glorious, throbbing, sustained notes
only organs can deliver.
“The organ fills up a lot of space,”
Dobbins said. “It gives you the opportunity to feel the notes.”
In the 1980s, jazz organ titan Charles
Earland turned a 1969 pop hit by the
Spiral Starecase, “More Today Than YesLansing, I’ll be with my very, very dear terday,” into a jumping hurricane of joy.
friends, who happen to be two of the The tune is a centerpiece of Dobbins’ regreatest musicians in jazz.”
cent organ quartet album, “The Journey.”
“That’s one of our gems,” Dobbins
said. “We really enjoy doing that one.”
The album’s title track, composed by
Dobbins, is a more thoughtful meditation on day-to-day life.
“It’s about the next chapter — having
kids, everyday life, the successes and
Hovey
challenges that come up,” DobbinsJenasaid.
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oncechapter
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at their
local
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theturn,”
two
If you’re looking for one person who
“All of a sudden there’s a major
There
is
a
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people
workare
confident
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it
will
continue
to
embodies the swinging energy, tireless he said. “Now I’m an associate professor.”
ing
with
Terrill
and
Forquer
in
their
grow
as
long
as
they
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conDobbins has taught and mentored in
work ethic and jelly roll joy of Michigan’s
version
of a writers’
room.
Emily
— settings,
and as long
as people
many
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andcontinue
beyond,
jazz tradition,
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hardly
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better tent
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and
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to
consume
Lansing-based
humor.
than drummer Sean Dobbins.
but he’s found an ideal base of operawere
amonga those
whoofForquer
and
“It’sat
easy
to get lost in national stuff,
Dobbins,
mainstay
hundreds
of tions
Indiana.
Terrill
credited
for
helping
with
the
news
and
doom
scrolling,”
Terrill
Detroit and mid-Michigan gigs and a
“It’s the absolute
right choice,”
hesaid.
said.
account.
They
help
with
various
proj“No
one’s
talking
to
you
in
a
fun
way
faculty member at Indiana University, “This is where I should be and need
to
ects
for
Lansing
Facts,
like
videos
and
about
what
is
going
on
around
you,
hits the Al & Beth Cafagna Founders’ be right now.”
events.
can be
nice
break
for
Stage at 4 p.m. Saturday with his roll- directly.
He justThat
followed
upathe
organ
album
“Those
are
some
things
we’d
like
to
people,
I
think.
I
know
it’s
been
a
nice
ing-thunder organ quartet.
with a new CD, “The Triophile,” featurdo “It’s
more
is get
back
to Dobbins
the commufor me.”
not—just
a gig
now,”
said. break
ing four
different pianists, including
“The pandemic has reminded me of MSU grad Corey Kendricks and another
things I was taught when I was 12 years Summer Solstice Jazz Festival headliner,
old — just be grateful, man.”
Larry Fuller, along with bassist Rodney
He will be joined by Diego Rivera on Whitaker. He has four more albums in
tenor sax, Duncan McMillan on organ the pipeline.
and Peyton Miller on vibraphone.
“I prefer everything I’m doing,” he
The group’s expansive, exultant sound said. “I prefer every group I’m playing
reflects recent changes in Dobbins’ life. in. I like them all.”
Meanwhile, he’s savoring the return to
His previous CD, “Blue Horizons,” followed his relatively carefree life travels live music.
with a beloved blue set of Pearl drums.
“Musicians are playing with a differ“I bought those blue drums in the ent appreciation,” he said. “Lots of reyear 1994 B.C. — Before Children,” he cordings are coming out. The music has
said with a laugh. “You keep playing all a whole different edge to it. And I’m not
these really great gigs, but then, all of just talking about me. I think everybody
a sudden, you’re married. I have three has a renewed sense of what it means to
kids, all kinds of stuff changes. You sit down and have a family meal, a reevolve, your music evolves.”
newed sense of taking a walk, of sitting
Organ combos have come a long way outside and talking to our neighbor for
since the juke-joint days of the 1950s. a few minutes.”
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THE BEST OF JAZZ IN THE HEART OF EAST LANSING
WELCOME TO THE 2022 SUMMER SOLSTICE JAZZ FESTIVAL!
This FREE festival features two days of outdoor jazz. The festival is presented by the City of East Lansing
and MSU College of Music, with artistic direction by Rodney Whitaker.

FRIDAY, JUNE 17

SATURDAY, JUNE 18

AL & BETH CAFAGNA FOUNDERS’ STAGE

AL & BETH CAFAGNA FOUNDERS’ STAGE

5:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Dwight Adams Quartet

4 - 5 p.m.

Sean Dobbins Organ Quartet

7 - 8 p.m.

The Larry Fuller Trio

5:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Rockelle Fortin Quartet

8:30 - 9:30 p.m.

Lewis Nash Quartet
(A Tribute to Barbara Sawyer-Koch)

7 - 8 p.m.

Tiffany Gridiron

10 - 11 p.m.

Orquesta Ritmo

8:30 - 9:30 p.m.

Randy Gelispie Quartet (A Tribute to Bob Banks)

10 - 11 p.m.

Aguankó

MSU OUTREACH & ENGAGEMENT EDUCATION STAGE
3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Koji Cassetta Quartet

5 - 6 p.m.

Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy

6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

MSU OUTREACH & ENGAGEMENT EDUCATION STAGE
2 - 3 p.m.

Jazz Alliance of Mid-Michigan Honors
Al Cafagna

Max Colley III Quintet

3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Sofia Rabiela & Friends

8 - 9 p.m.

Kevin Bujo Jones & Tenth World

5 - 6 p.m.

Jonathan Gerwitz Quartet

9:30 - 10:30 p.m.

Deon Yates Quartet

6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Ben Turner Quartet

8 - 9 p.m.

Ralphe Armstrong

9:30 - 10:30 p.m.

Kimmie Horne

AFTER GLOW AT GRADUTE ROCK BAR (133 Evergreen Ave.)
10 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Michael Reed

AFTER GLOW AT GRADUTE ROCK BAR (133 Evergreen Ave.)
10 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Sam Corey
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AL & BETH CAFAGNA FOUNDERS’ STAGE

MSU OUTREACH & ENGAGEMENT EDUCATION STAGE
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TWO NIGHTS OF FREE, LIVE PERFORMANCES
FOUNDERS’ STAGE
Dwight Adams Quartet: Trumpeter Dwight Adams is now
one of the brightest stars on the Detroit jazz scene.
Adams earned a full scholarship to Kentucky State
University, where he majored in music education and
performance. He has since played and recorded with
musicians, including Marcus Belgrave, Rodney Whitaker,
James Carter, Shawn Wallace and Donald Walden, and
tours with Stevie Wonder. He has served as a jazz trumpet
instructor at both The Ohio State University and Michigan
State University and performs with the Columbus Jazz
Orchestra.
The Larry Fuller Trio: Based out of New York City, Larry
Fuller is an internationally acclaimed American jazz
pianist, band leader, composer and clinician known to
“swing like a beast!” He is a Yamaha-endorsed artist.
Harnessing extraordinary experience – Fuller now leads
The Larry Fuller Trio. He presents a musical program
rarely experienced live today, consistently praised for his
emotive, swinging style, monster technique and program
versatility. From bop, to stride, to swing, to blues, Fuller’s
live performances are not to be missed! larryfuller.com
Lewis Nash Quartet: A Tribute to Barbara Sawyer-Koch.
Lewis Nash played the drums in Phoenix before moving to
New York in 1981. In this jazz mecca, Nash had the
incredibly good fortune to join Betty Carter’s band, giving
him the opportunity to hone his chops with world-class
musicians like Benny Green, Stephen Scott and Don
Braden. In the late 90s, Nash started branching out. He
formed his own group, the Lewis Nash Ensemble,
comprised of Nash along with Jimmy Green on
saxophone; David Finck on bass, Steve Nelson on
vibraphone and Steve Kroon on percussion. Providing
inspiration and expertise to students is an important part
of Nash’s career. In 2001, he became a member of the
faculty at the prestigious Juilliard School of Music.
Orquesta Ritmo: In the late 70s and in preparation for the
U.S. Bicentennial Celebration, Mike Eyia formed Orquesta
Ritmo to introduce and educate people in a different style
of Latin music. In 1984, the group grew to its current
10-piece orchestra. Eyia is the director and sole active
member from the original group. Eyia is also a founding
member of Jazz Alliance of Mid-Michigan (JAMM), a local
organization founded to promote Jazz music in the midMichigan area.
Sean Dobbins Organ Quartet: Sean Dobbins got his start
as a sought-after Detroit area jazz sideman at a young
age, when he would regularly play with Blue Note artist
Louis Smith. Sean’s sound can best be described as harddriving, solid rhythm with refreshing melodic sensibility.
Some of Sean’s influences include Art Blakey, Jeff
Hamilton, Jeff “Tain” Watts, Ed Thigpen, Sonny Payne as
well as Detroit area greats Gerald Cleaver and the one and
only Elvin Jones.
Rockelle Fortin Quartet: Rockelle Fortin is a vocalist,
composer, and lyricist from Detroit. As the eldest of Jazz
bassist Rodney Whitaker, jazz is in her lineage. Rooted in
gospel, baptized in the blues and an immensely inherited
legacy of jazz, she has toured and played at jazz clubs and
festivals In the U.S., Europe and Asia. Critics remark,
“Rockelle is very good: clear and strong and settled.” “She
can set the mood on a lush ballad or rock the house with a
bebop or a blues tune.” Her versatility, power and
soulfulness showcase her vocal range and versatility in
any genre of music.

Tiffany Gridiron: Vocalist Tiffany Gridiron learned to sing
in the Black gospel traditions of her family church. Since
that time, her sultry vocals and playful approach have
excited audiences in the United States, Japan, Finland and
South Korea. Her foundational jazz influences are three of
the greatest jazz singers: Billie Holiday, Ella Fitzgerald and
Sarah Vaughn, and her contemporary influences are
Diane Reaves and Jill Scott. Her abilities as a jazz singer
were developed under the tutelage of famed jazz vocal
performer and educator Sunny Wilkinson and trumpeter,
producer and educator Kris Johnson.
Randy Gelispie Quartet: A Tribute to Bob Banks. Randy
Gelispie has traveled on the road with Wes Montgomery,
Sonny Stitt, Dinah Washington, Etta Jones, Lou
Donaldson and Gene Ammons. He has performed with
Joe Williams, Nancy Wilson, Dizzy Gillespie, Tommy
Flanagan, Barry Harris, Oliver Jones, O. C. Smith, Al
Hibbler and, most recently, with Geri Allen, Jimmy
Witherspoon, John Lee Hooker, Big Maybelle, Donald
Walden, Marcus Belgrave, Perry Hughes, Rodney
Whitaker, Gary Schunk, Rick Roe, Marian Hayden, Bill
Heid, Andrew Speight and Wycliffe Gordon.
Aguankó: Conga player and composer Alberto Nacif and
the superlative Michigan-based musicians who make up
the sizzling Latin Jazz septet Aguanko have reached a
10-year milestone as a band in 2022. These tasteful
musicians’ interpretation of the band’s original music is
evocative and sensuous, and true to Cuban roots.
Aguankó has received local, national and international
attention, and their live concerts have dazzled capacity
crowds at the multiple venues where they have
performed.

EDUCATION STAGE
Koji Cassetta Quartet: Koji Cassetta is an up-and-coming
bassist, composer, bandleader and educator. His mentors
are Marion Hayden, Jeff Pedraz and Rodney Whitaker,
who he studied with for six years at Michigan State
University for his undergraduate and master’s degree. At
MSU, he performed alongside Louis Hayes, Kenny Barron,
Mimi Jones, Harvey Mason, Charles Tolliver, John Clayton,
Renee Rosnes, Stefon Harris and Lewis Nash. He was also
part of the first place band at the national Jack Rudin
competition at Jazz at Lincoln Center.
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy: The protégé of legends
Marcus Miller and Rodney Whitaker, contemporary jazz
musician Brandon Rose harnesses his gospel roots to
create rhythm and blues and soul-inspired compositions.
His music seamlessly and effortlessly incorporates
elements of jazz, funk, hip hop and R&B into a full-bodied
sonic experience. Rose’s compositions are inspired by his
experiences with love and love lost, and by various social
protests regarding the African American community and
other efforts for equality.
Max Colley III Quintet: Max Colley III was born in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. Colley has performed for three
presidents, many entertainers and with many
internationally acclaimed musicians. In 2014, he was
named Jazz Musician of the Year by the West Michigan
Jazz Society. Colley is currently the Jazz Events
Coordinator at Michigan State University and works
closely with the Byron Center High School Jazz Program
and the West Ottawa Jazz Band.
Kevin Bujo Jones & Tenth World: Tenth World is a group
formed by percussionist Kevin Bujo Jones and pianist/
composer Kelvin Sholar through a partnership created
back in 1999 in New York City. Together, Jones and Sholar
formed a collective of young talented musicians on the
cusp of realizing a new and creative sound that combined
the harmonic sensibilities of Jazz and Soul with the
rhythms of the African Diaspora.
Deon Yates Quartet: Deon Yates began his solo career in
2009. Yates has performed at the Capital Jazz Festival and
became a regular fixture with the house band on the
Capital Jazz Super Cruise. Yates’ latest release,
“QUINTASTIC” is the culmination of nearly 10 years of
paying dues, relationship building and persistence. Deon
Yates can now be heard every Sunday as the host of
Discover Jazz on the New Jazz City Radio Internet Radio
Station. The show features music from new and emerging
artists as well as some of the more familiar names in
Smooth Jazz. thenewjazzcity.com

Randy Gelispie

Brandon Rose

Sofia Rabiela & Friends: Sofia Rabiela is an Arab/Latina
bass player from the southwest side of Chicago. A recent
graduate of Michigan State University, Sofia has been able
to study with influential musicians such as Rodney
Whitaker, Diego Rivera, Michael Dease, Xavier Davis and
Randy Napoleon. Being a resident of Chicago, she has
played venues such as Andy’s Jazz Club, the Jazz
Showcase and the Ravinia Festival alongside renowned
musicians such as Bobby Broom, Pharex Whitted, Ernie
Adams, Pat Mallinger and Willie Pickens. Along with her
bass playing, Sofia is also an aspiring composer and
arranger. Rabiela is currently pursuing a master’s degree
in jazz at Michigan State University.
Jonathan Gerwitz Quartet: Jonathan Gewirtz has been a
music educator around the Lansing area for over 20 years.
He currently serves on the music faculties of Lansing
Community College, Olivet College and Hillsdale College.
Gerwtiz’s first solo album, “2020 Hindsight”, was released
in March 2022 and includes all original music. “2020
Hindsight” is a collection of pieces that reflect how life
changed for Gerwitz when COVID-19 shut the world down
in March of 2020. Styles from each track range from
straight ahead Jazz to Funk to Latin to the Avant Garde.
The Jon Gewirtz Quartet consists of Jon Gewirtz
(saxophone), Neil Gordon (guitar), Ed Fedewa (bass) and
Larry Ochiltree (drums).
Ben Turner Quartet: Ben Turner, a graduate of the Boyer
College of Music at Temple University, is a guitarist,
composer and educator based in the Detroit area. Turner
received an award in Downbeat magazine for outstanding
performance as part of the 2020 DownBeat Student Music
Awards and was selected to participate in the 2020 JAS
Academy in Aspen, Colo. Most recently, Turner was
awarded the 2022 BMI Future Jazz Master Award along
with jazz musician Cler Diaz (a first ever tie) and the 2022
U.S. Army Blues Solo Competition. He was also a finalist in
the 2022 International Strings Competition and 2019
Wilson Center Jazz Guitar Competition.
Ralphe Armstrong: Detroit bassist Ralphe Armstrong is an
innovator and originator of fusion fretless bass. “Ralphe is
the torchbearer of the Detroit bass tradition,” says fellow
world-renowned Detroit bass player and educator Rodney
Whitaker. “He studied with Ron Carter and James
Jamerson, so he’s got it all.” A musician emblematic of
Detroit’s diversity of style and capacity of talent, Ralphe
Armstrong has always been an ambassador between the
Detroit sound and the rest of the world. As Armstrong
puts it, “Detroit keeps producing more great musicians
than any other place on Earth, and that’s a true story.”
Kimmie Horne: Jazz singer Kimmie Horne layers
sensibilities and cool vibes to the nostalgia of luscious,
classic jazz through her rich, alto voice and sultry
performances. A Detroit native, Horne developed her own
style growing up while inspired by the legacy of her uncle,
Cleveland Horne of the Fantastic Four, and her great-aunt,
the legendary songstress and movie icon Lena Horne.
Horne has mesmerized audiences across North America,
Europe and Asia with her immersive live performances.
Her single rendition of “Feeling Good” by English
composers Anthony Newley and Leslie Bricusse showcase
Horne’s warm energy and artistic stylings brilliantly.
Photos by Raymond Holt
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City of
East Lansing

MASTER OF JAZZ

KING OF JAZZ

Clare Banks,
In Memory of Bob Banks

DUKE OF JAZZ

SILVER KEY

PEWTER NOTE

Beth & Al Cafagna
Joseph Dunn Allstate® Agency
Sam & Kerry Singh

David & Debbie Gift
Hari Kern
Joan C. & Jerry L. Mattson

Heat'n
Sweep

IN MEMORIAM

GRANT SUPPORT

SUNDAY, JUNE 19

The Summer Solstice Jazz Festival
Advisory Board extends deepest
sympathies to the families of board
members who have recently passed.
This year’s festival is dedicated to the
memories of Bob Banks, Al Cafagna,
Barbara Sawyer-Koch and
John Revitte.

Grant support for the 2022 Summer
Solstice Jazz Festival is provided by
the East Lansing Arts Commission.

Continue the fun with more jazz
at the East Lansing Farmers
Market as a part of the Market’s
Juneteenth Celebration.

20222 SSJF CP Insert FIRST LAST pages.indd 2

EAST LANSING FARMERS MARKET
VALLEY COURT PARK
Check out the
Summer Solstice
Jazz Festival on
Facebook & Twitter

10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Sam Corey

12 - 2 p.m.

Trunino Lowe

6/8/2022 11:46:21 A
AM
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Bring lawn chairs and coolers with beverage of choice! Enjoy a covered pavilion and jam sessions in the camping area.

City Pulse needs a few Delivery Drivers
for Wednesday morning deliveries.
Interested: Contact Suzi at
suzi@lansingcitypulse.com
or (517) 999-6704.
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It’s almost Jack Herer Day. Who — and what — is Jack Herer?
A special sort of holiday in the cannabis world is this Saturday (June 18).
It’s not 420. It’s not 710, though those
“Oil Day” festivities are also quickly approaching, so stay tuned for more. No
— this weekend is a tribute to Jack Herer, one of the country’s most influential
advocates for cannabis legalization and
the namesake of one of my personal favorite summertime strains.

WikiMedia Commons/Carolmooredc

Cannabis activist Jack Herer is known
as the “Emperor of Hemp.”
I’m guessing you’ve probably never
even heard of him. But if you’ve taken the liberty of legally smoking pot,
chances are you owe Herer some gratitude for fighting to make it a reality.
Herer was born in New York in 1939,
moved to California and reportedly
smoked pot for the first time in 1969 —
then ultimately decided to make it his
life’s work to ensure that everyone had
legal access to the plant nationwide.
Most of his pro-pot advocacy efforts
were focused on the West Coast, which
has served as a model for the rest of the
country in the failed war on drugs.
In the early ’80s, Herer spent two

Jack Herer Cartridge
by Elite
— $40 at Pincanna

The most expensive Jack Herer cartridge I could find on the Lansing
market also claimed the highest THC
content — a whopping 91% blend of
high-potency, broad-spectrum
terpy
Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse
goodness from Select’s latest “Elite” lineA
large bag of cannabis produced in
up of vaporizer cartridges. This terpene
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”
blend certainly had the iconic earthy
and herbal vibes, but with a noticeably
Aboutmore
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felt others,
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rest
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body
(including
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mind)
enough of a kick to stay happy, lucid and
felt fullyon
uplifted,
somehow
focused
more yet
creative
sortstotally
of projrelaxed.
ects without totally zonking out.
An energetic kick of initial chattiness
quickly transitioned into a two-hour
daydream — one that I spent accomplishing a mundane task in a video
game and eating an entire bag of potato
chips.
Terple Gang — Crunch Berry
These buds had a dessert-like
berry aroma with a mild touch of
earthy woodsiness — like a combination of blueberries, mint, graham
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer
sheets and grapes.
Strange as that may sound, it all
made for a delectably sweet flavor
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke.

Jack Herer Cartridge
by MKX Oil Co.
— $20 at GAGE

This affordable (82% THC) terpene
blend was the sweetest iteration of Jack
Herer with juicier floral notes, a strong
citrus flavor and just a touch of pine.
It also offered the quickest-hitting and
shortest-lasting effects of the bunch
— making it a great choice for parents
looking to instantly relieve stress after
work but still sober up in time to stay
coherent for Bobby’s little league game.

Kyle Kaminski is a journalist and
cannabis enthusiast. Editor & Publisher magazine has labeled him
“arguably, the state’s authority on everything you need to know about cannabis.” Have a suggestion for a dank
new product or a feature idea? Email
lansterdam@lansingcitypulse.com.

City Pulse needs a few Delivery Drivers
for Wednesday morning deliveries.
Interested: Contact Suzi at
suzi@lansingcitypulse.com
or (517) 999-6704.
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First Playa Bowls in Michigan opens in East Lansing
By SARAH SPOHN
“Welcome to Pineappleland.” That’s
the slogan of the new Playa Bowls, a
tropical-themed açaí shop that’s opening its first Michigan location in downtown East Lansing this weekend.
Owner Diana Spencer said she fell in
love with the New Jersey-based company when she lived there, before moving to Michigan. Now, she is preparing
to host her own store’s grand opening
at 11 a.m. Saturday (June 18) at 225
E. Grand River Ave., next to Potbelly
Sandwich Shop.
What’s on the menu? Several
fruit-and-granola filled bowls, smoothies, juices and coffees. Of course, there’s
ample açaí — a small blackish-purple
berry found on South American palm
trees.
Spencer said East Lansing makes for
the perfect location for the shop, which
caters to both college kids and families
alike. She is excited to bring the growing
food trend to the community. “People
want healthy, good food,” she said. “I’m
excited to bring it to town, I think it’s going to be a great hit. It’s kind of like ice
cream, where you kind of get addicted.”

Courtesy photo

Playa Bowls, 225 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing
brings a tropical slice of summer to downtown with its
açaí shop, opening Saturday (June 18).
The whole concept started after the
two co-founders made frequent trips
to Panama and Costa Rica for surfing
excursions. The entrepreneurs always
ordered a beach bowl, which they ultimately dubbed “the playa bowl.”
Playa Bowls serves açaí, pitaya (dragon fruit) bowls, coconut-based bowls

and superfruit bowls with a bunch of
various toppings. The menu also includes iced coffee, protein bites and
fresh-pressed juices — as well as gluten-free and vegan options.
“We specialize in having super
high-quality ingredients, no added sugar
and fresh fruit,” Spencer said. “Our açaí

their laptops. The interior design of the
1400-square-foot space includes surfboards, basket lights hanging from the
ceiling and bright, hand painted murals.
“You’ve got ocean waves, palm trees,
mermaids, and pineapple heads,” Spencer said. “When you walk in, you’re going
to see pineapples on the counter. It’s just
a very tropical summer vibe. We want
you to feel like it’s a slice of summertime.”

Laughter is the best resistance
Riverwalk’s ‘Revolutionists’ is hilarious, smart
By CHELSEA ROBERTS
When four women find themselves in
their own uniquely impossible situations, conflict and
Review
comedy erupt. A virgin assassin (Rachel Daugherty) is convinced
she must murder a political zealot. A dethroned queen (Erin Hoffman) needs a
press release to stave off the angry mob.
An abolitionist (Riverwalk Theatre newcomer Asia Dixon) looks for liberation
in the wrong place. And the last feminist
playwright in Paris (Shannon Bowen)
bemoans, “Everyone is making
River Walk
history but me!”
Theatre presents:
The story is
“Revolutionists”
set during the
French
RevoJune 16-19
lution’s
Reign
228 Museum Dr., Lansing
of Terror, but
Show times at:
riverwalktheatre.com
don’t worry if
you’ve forgotten
exactly who the Jacobins were, obvious
parallels to recent history are the reason you’ll enjoy the play. “The Revolutionists” was written in 2016. Remem-

ber 2016? That year when we were all ly captivates. Shannon Bowen leads the
fighting with our families about politics cast through her ability to calibrate and
and trying to decide which social me- perfectly matches the three powerhouse
dia filter best expressed our feelings? women she shares the stage with.
People were posting
Since its debut six
things like, “If you
years ago, the world
ever wondered what
has only gone craziyou would be doing
er and the stories of
during the revoluthese characters are
“When you laugh, we will too.”
tion, it’s what you’re
more complicated
– Marie Antoinette, “The
doing now.” I was
and common than
Revolutionists”
mostly sitting in trafever. Who is Charfic. Luckily for the
lotte Corday after
world, Lauren GunJan. 6? What does
dersen was writing
Olympe owe Marthis play in Cincinnati.  
ianne after #BLM? The single room
Her ambitious script is smartly di- where most of the action takes place
rected by Tom Ferris, whose restrained feels too real since COVID. And the
interpretation leaves ample space for the puppet tribunal smacks of a Supreme
power and presence each woman brings Court that is, as we speak, preparing to
to her character. Asia Dixon’s range throw away my rights. Where can I go
and timing shine throughout the play, for a laugh?
whether in comedic joy or the depths of
I never thought I’d say this, but thank
grief. Erin Hoffman’s voice is her secret God for Marie Antoinette.
weapon, and it was thrilling to watch
Kudos to the Riverwalk Theatre for
her character become human. Rachel bringing this potent medicine to our
Daugherty’s violent power immediate- community.
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Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins
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Blue Owl

1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., June 16, 6-8 p.m.

Green Door

2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Soulstice
Fri., June 17, 8:30 p.m.
The Louderthans
Sat., June 18, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos)

How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’
Known for his heavy, eardrum-shattered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music
scene. From his time in Red Teeth,
BerT and No Skull, to his other ventures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In
this week’s edition of “Life Changing
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician,
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder,
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.
What album do you feel changed
your life? What was your life like at
the time?
The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was
15, it was 1996, and I was in high
school, so I was doing 15-year-old
high-schooler things, like causing trouble and being an idiot. Growing up in
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d
been hearing of the Melvins for a while.
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings
Stadium and the Melvins were one of
the openers. I was excited yet confused by them. Shortly after, I joined
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a
dollar or something ridiculous like that.
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain.
Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”?
The impact was immediate. From the
first dischord, I was hooked. I listened
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch”
is like a noisy punk band playing slow,
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s
rock, but produced by some weird minimalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too
quiet and the drums were so minimal
— but so rocking and primal. It was
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s
the drums on this album that changed
the way I look at music. They do this
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what
you’d expect and totally changes the
feeling of the song.
How did this discovery impact
your own songwriting?
This album completely changed how
I looked at music. There are lead
guitars that are almost buried in the
mix. There are strange chord changes
that seem wrong. That experimental approach forever warped my view
of songwriting. It was that moment
where I actually realized there weren’t
rules in making songs. I remember
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t
know you were allowed to do that in
music.” I was instantly obsessed with
the Melvins and this album, as well
as many of their other albums. Their

Poster art by Dennis Preston

records directly inform a hard majority
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany.
It helped me broaden my musical
style, by knowing you can do anything
you want, even if people tell you that
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get
it. This album in particular is actually
not my favorite by them. That honor
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was
the catalyst for my opening up to punk
and a lot of other music.
In the ’90s, did you find any fellow
Melvins fans to befriend?
Back then, the Melvins were not
as well known as they are today.
Nowadays, people actually recognize who they are in general and are
mentioned as an influence by many
really popular bands in current heavy
music. Back then, it was like I had my
own world. No one I knew had heard
of them, but if I did meet someone
who actually knew about them, they
became my friend soon after. In a
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this
album gave me my own thing. It gave
me my own world than not many people knew of. Back then, finding information on them was rare, so I also had
my own mystery. And as I turned my
friends on to the Melvins, we had our
own “mythology” and our own scene,
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s

punk kids talked about the bands back
then and how The Ramones and The
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them
their own identity — the Melvins and
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my
friends, albeit in a smaller and more
insular way
Courtesy photo
As far as your own music, what
have you been up to?
Right now, I’m working on a new No
Skull album called “Fields of None.”
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series,
by Stephen King. We’re also about to
release a 15-minute piece of music
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in
the next few months. I’m also finishing up a solo RK Andrews album
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It consists of three songs inspired by Nnedi
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was
inspired by the book of the same
name about Vincent Van Gogh and
his relationship with his brother Theo
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped
White Jets,” coming out soon on the
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

William C. McCallum (left) and his son
Michael McCallum

204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Liv Conaty
Friday, June 17, 7-10 p.m.
Cars and oldies music honor the late
Jamison Livingston
C. McCallum
Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’William
1994 LP, “Stoner
Witch.” (courtesy photos)
Sat., June 18, 7-10 p.m.

How
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‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’
Lansing
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Company

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos)

518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
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How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’
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Notable books to help children celebrate Juneteenth
By BILL CASTANIER
For many families, this time of year
marks the beginning of summer vacation — of carefree days and late nights
having fun.
This weekend, one of those local festivities will happen when parents pack
up their kids for a day of celebrating
Juneteenth at St. Joe Park on Lansing’s
west side.
But if fun under the sun isn’t in the
cards right now, another positive thing
parents can do this summer is encourage their children to read more. Luckily,
there is no better time to read up on history, since there are scores of acclaimed
books relating the Black experience.
From Black inventors and the Great
Migration, to Black politicians, activists
and sports figures, there’s an eclectic assortment of reading opportunities for
the little ones. The vast majority of the
books recommended here are picture
books and titles parents can read to toddlers.
Two noteworthy books that are particularly timely are “Free At Last: A
Juneteenth Poem,” by Sojourner Kincaid Rolle, and “The Juneteenth Story:
Celebrating the End of Slavery in the
United States,” by Alliah L. Agostini.
Both tell the important story of how
Juneteenth marks the real end of slavery in the U.S.
Some of my favorite books are by Faith
Ringgold, a Black American painter,
mixed media artist and children’s book
author who has a retrospective exhibit
at the New Museum in New York City.
Ringgold’s art peppers her brightly il-

lustrated children’s books
so well that both kids and
adults gravitate toward her
books representing African
American life. My favorite
is “Tar Beach,” which takes
readers up on the rooftops of
the city on a hot summer day.
There is also “A Nation’s
Hope: The Story of Boxing
Legend Joe Louis,” by Matt
de la Peña with illustrations
by the talented artist Kadir
Nelson. “I Promise,” by Lebron James, is also worth
picking up. Meanwhile, for
aspiring girl athletes, Kathleen Krull’s “Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma Rudolph
Became the World’s Fastest
Woman” is a must.
Two other clever books —
“Black Inventors,” by Kathy
Trusty, and “Saving the
Day: Garrett Morgan’s Life
Changing Invention of the
Traffic Signal,” by Karyn Parsons — will help inspire inventive young readers. Also,
“Madam C. J. Walker Builds
a Business,” by Salini Perera,
tells of a Black Indianapolis
cosmetic entrepreneur and “Tar Beach,” by acclaimed artist Faith Ringgold.
will also inspire its young
readers.
The history of baseball is recounted for
Politicians and activists are also reprechildren in “We Are the Ship: The Story sented in a number of children’s books.
of Negro League Baseball,” which is also The newly published “Because of You,
illustrated by Kadir Nelson. It retells the John Lewis,” by Andrea Davis Pinkney,
story of the color line before Jackie Rob- is an excellent place to start and can be
inson integrated baseball. For a more followed up by books on Coretta Scott
all-around look at achievements of Black King, Malcolm X, Martin Luther King
people, that is told through a poem by Jr. and Sojourner Truth.
Kwame Alexander (and illustrated by
A quick tip: Stick to books that have
Nelson) in the book “The Undefeated.”
won the coveted Caldecott Medal, the
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John Newbery Medal (for
older children) or other nationally recognized
awards such as the Coretta Scott King Book Award
for children’s books. Two
examples of classic books
that fall into that arena
are “Bud, Not Buddy,” by
former Flint auto worker
Christopher Paul Curtis,
and “The Snowy Day,” by
Ezra Jack Keats. “Snowy
Day” is especially interesting since it is thought
to be the first book (1962)
featuring an African
American child as a protagonist in a children’s
book.
Other books suitable
for older readers are “The
Middle Passage: White
Ships/Black Cargo,” by
Tom Feelings and Kadir
Nelson, “Brown Girl
Dreaming,” by Jacqueline
Woodson, “1619 Project:
Born on the Water,” by
Nicole Hannah Jones, and
“The People Could Fly,” by
Virginia Hamilton.
A list would not be
complete without the
wonderful writing of
Zora Neale Hurston, which is showcased
in “Lies and Other Tall Tales.” This title
is illustrated by Coretta Scott King Book
Award winner Christopher Meyers.
For those who need further help with
suggestions, all local libraries will assist
in choosing age-appropriate books. Be
sure to also ask them about their free
summer reading programs. They’re
free, don’t pass them up.
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Jonesin' Crossword

By Matt Jones

By Rob Brezsny

ARIES (March 21-April 19): “The whole point
for me is to change as much as possible,”
says Aries actor Keira Knightley. What?! Is
she serious? Her number one aspiration is
to keep transforming and transforming and
transforming? I guess I believe her. It’s not an
entirely unexpected manifesto coming from an
Aries person. But I must say: Her extra bold
approach to life requires maximum resilience and
resourcefulness. If you think that such an attitude
might be fun to try, the coming weeks will be one
of the best times ever to experiment.

“This and That”--if
one exists, the other
does too.
by Matt Jones
Across
1. “Be kind to animals” org.
5. Anna’s Disney sister
9. Figure out a Rubik’s
Cube
14. Prepare carefully
15. “Let’s Make a Deal”
option
16. Egg-shaped
17. Cardinal direction that
doesn’t begin a state
name
18. Braggy answer to
a food allergens quiz if
you know your wheat
proteins?
20. Not all alone
22. Part of the teen punk
band name with the 2022
song “Racist, Sexist Boy”
23. Fifth-century pope
called “the Great”
24. 2022 horror sequel
(or the 1996 movie that
started it all)
26. Award for “The Crown”
28. Agcy. spawned by the
Manhattan Project
29. “Sign me up!”
33. Crew equipment
35. Brings in
37. Barrel rib
38. Costar of Sid on
“Your Show of Shows”
40. “Don’t worry about it”
42. Shade named for a
flower
43. British racing town
that lent its name to a
kind of salt
45. Card game with Skips
46. Say it loud
47. “___ got a golden
ticket ...”
48. “Field of Dreams”
locale
50. Get ready for hockey

Free Will Astrology
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TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Taurus poet May
Sarton relished “the sacramentalization of the
ordinary.” What a wonderfully Taurean attitude!
There is no sign of the zodiac better able than
you Bulls to find holiness in mundane events
and to evoke divine joy from simple pleasures. I
predict this specialty of yours will bloom in its full
magnificence during the coming weeks. You will be
even more skillful than usual in expressing it, and
the people you encounter will derive exceptional
benefits from your superpower.

53. Soothing stuff
56. “Lawrence of Arabia”
Oscar nominee
59. Accelerate
61. All-sock reenactment
of the Swiss appleshooting story?
63. Day saver?
64. Falco and Brickell, e.g.
65. ___ sci (college
course)
66. Anti-D.U.I. group
67. Makeup of Maslow’s
hierarchy
68. Put the brakes on
69. Pennsylvania port city
Down
1. Ejects, as lava
2. Interwoven hair
3. Giant medieval
structure being
transported on wheels?
4. “La Marseillaise,” for
France
5. U2 guitarist The ___
6. Hangs loose

7. Warhol motif
8. It’s designed to be on
display
9. Justice Sotomayor
10. It’ll help you handle
some hot stuff
11. Trucker’s haul
12. Discover competition
13. “Slow Churned” ice
cream brand
19. A public util.
21. Domestic class,
briefly
25. Score silence
symbols
27. PBS chef Martin
30. Ripping coupons
with your bare hands,
as opposed to fancy
scissors?
31. View from the Royal
Shakespeare Theatre
32. “People Got a Lotta
Nerve” singer Case
33. Shampoo bottle spec
34. Friend, in France
36. “Canterbury Tales”
pilgrim

37. Pastry often served
with mint chutney
39. Competed in the
Kentucky Derby, say
41. ___ polloi (the
masses)
44. French automaker
with a lion logo
47. Rapper who starred
in “New Jack City”
49. Message on a dirty car
51. Find ___-than-perfect
solution
52. Taqueria option
54. He wrote three
operas based on
Shakespeare
55. Break down
56. Uncap
57. Sass, if you’re stuck
in the ‘80s
58. “The Andy Griffith
Show” kid
60. Resell quickly
62. Does a “harmless”
prank (but it’s really
annoying to clean up)
Answers on page 31

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)

SUDOKU					

Beginner

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that
every row, column, and
outlined 3-by-3 box
contains the numbers 1
through 9 exactly once.
No guessing is required.
The solution is unique.
Answers on page 31

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Here’s a message
I hope you will deliver to the Universe sometime
soon: “Dear Life: I declare myself open and
ready to receive miracles, uplifting news, fun
breakthroughs, smart love, and unexpected
blessings. I hope to be able to give my special gifts
in new and imaginative ways. I am also eager for
useful tips on how to express my dark side with
beauty and grace. One more perk I hope you will
provide, dear Life: Teach me how to be buoyantly
creative and sensitively aggressive in asking for
exactly what I need.”
CANCER (June 21-July 22): In August 2021, a
Canadian man named Jerry Knott bought a ticket
for a lottery. He stuffed it in his wallet and lost
track of it. Two months later, he found it again
and checked to see its status. Surprise! It was a
winner. His prize was $20 million. I propose we
make him your role model for now, my fellow
Crabs. Let’s all be alert for assets we may have
forgotten and neglected. Let’s be on the lookout
for potentially valuable resources that are ripe
for our attention. More info on Knott: tinyurl.com/
RememberToCheck
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Hundreds of years ago,
people in parts of Old Europe felt anxiety about
the Summer Solstice. The sun reached its highest
point in the sky at that time, and from then on would
descend, bringing shorter and shorter days with
less and less light. Apprehensive souls staged an
antidote: the festival of Midsummer. They burned
great bonfires all through the night. They stayed
awake till morning, partying and dancing and
having sex. Author Jeanette Winterson expresses
appreciation for this holiday. “Call it a wild
perversity or a wild optimism,” she writes, “but
our ancestors were right to celebrate what they
feared.” Winterson fantasizes about creating
a comparable ceremony for her fears: “a ritual
burning of what is coward in me, what is lost in
me. Let the light in before it is too late.” I invite you
to do something like this yourself, Leo.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Virgo author
Elizabeth McCracken says, “I don’t dream of
someone who understands me immediately,
who seems to have known me my entire life.”
What’s more meaningful to her is an ally who is
curious, who has “a willingness for research.”
She continues, “I want someone keen to learn
my own strange organization, amazed at what’s
revealed; someone who asks, ‘and then what,
and then what?’” I hope you will enjoy at least one
connection like that in the coming months, Virgo. I
expect and predict it. Make it your specialty!
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Libran author Stig
Dagerman said that when he was sad as a child,
his mother kissed him until his mood lightened.
When he was older and sad, his mama said, “Sit
down at your desk and write a letter to yourself.
A long and beautiful letter.” This would be a good
task for you right now, Libra. Whatever mood you
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are in, I invite you to write a long and beautiful
letter to yourself. I further recommend that you
carry out the same ritual once every six weeks for
the next nine months. This will be a phase of your
life when it’s extra crucial that you express soulful
tenderness toward your deep self on a regular
basis. You may be amazed at how inspirational
and transformative these communications will
be.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Sometimes,
the arrival of a peculiar event in your life is a
good sign. It may mean that Fate has sent an
intervention to disrupt a boring phase of inertia
or a habit-bound grind. An unexpected twist in the
plot may signal a divine refreshment. It could be a
favorable omen announcing a helpful prod that’s
different from what you imagined you needed. I
suspect that an experience or two fitting this
description will soon materialize in your life story.
Be alert for them. Promise yourself you’ll be
receptive to their unexpected directives.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Sagittarius
author Edna O’Brien long ago shed the strict
Catholic faith in which she was raised. But she
still harbors spiritual feelings colored by her
tradition. She says, “Ideally, I’d like to spend two
evenings a week talking to [novelist] Marcel Proust
and another conversing with the Holy Ghost.”
I suspect a similar balance of influences will be
healthy for you in the days ahead, Sagittarius. My
advice is to connect with an inspiration you drew
sustenance from while growing up. Spend time
equal time consorting with deep-feeling smart
people who will stimulate you to rearrange the
contents of your rational mind.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): I’ve composed
a message for you to deliver to your best allies.
It will help you be clear about the nature of your
energy exchanges. Say something like this: “I
promise to act primarily out of love in my dealings
with you, and I ask you to do the same with me.
Please don’t help me or give me things unless
they are offered with deep affection. Let’s phase
out favors that are bestowed out of obligation or
with the expectation of a favor in return. Let’s
purge manipulativeness from our dynamic. Let’s
agree to provide each other with unconditional
support.”
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Author Lauren
Collins tells us, “Bilinguals overwhelmingly report
that they feel like different people in different
languages. It is often assumed that the mother
tongue is the language of the true self. But if first
languages are reservoirs of emotion, second
languages can be rivers undammed, freeing their
speakers to ride different currents.” I bring these
thoughts to your attention, Aquarius, because
the next 12 months will be an excellent time for
you to begin becoming bilingual or else to deepen
your fluency in a second language. And if you’re
not ready to do that, I encourage you to enhance
your language skills in other ways. Build your
vocabulary, for instance. Practice speaking more
precisely. Say what you mean and mean what you
say 95 percent of the time. Life will bring you good
fortune if you boost your respect for the way you
use language.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Piscean-born
Robert Evans has been an amateur astronomer
since he was 18. Though he has never been
paid for his work and has mostly used modest
telescopes, he holds the world record for
discovering supernovas—42. These days, at
age 85, he’s still scanning the skies with a 12-inch
telescope on his back porch. Let’s make him your
role model for the coming months. I have faith you
can achieve meaningful success even if you are
a layperson without massive funding. PS: Keep in
mind that “amateur” comes from the Latin word
for “lover.” Here’s the dictionary’s main definition:
“a person who engages in a study, sport, or other
activity for pleasure rather than for financial
benefit or professional reasons.”

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.
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That is so hot: A simple dish
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Hakurei: The caviar of turnips
By ARI LEVAUX
The main purpose of a turnip is to
feed hungry people, and the hakurei,
pronounced like “samurai,” turnip is no
exception.
We aren’t talking about the kind of
hunger when you wonder when dinner will be ready. To eat most turnips,

Hakurei turnips in miso butter glaze.

you need a “Little House on the Prairie” during an extra-long winter level of
hunger — when the carrots and onions
and flour are gone and there is nothing
else to eat.
Turnips are dense, nutritious and can
outlast almost any other type of fresh
vegetable in a non-refrigerated storage
situation, but aren’t
usually the tastiest
root in the cellar.
Also known as
the Tokyo Turnip,
the hakurei was
developed in the
1950s, when Japan was desperate
to feed itself after
being destroyed by
World War II. The
hakurei plant grows
fast (about a month
from sowing to harvest) and can handle
a light frost and other forms of adversity. As a bonus, this
bright white globe

By ARI LeVAUX
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are completely delightful when they are
completely raw. Just eat it like an extra-juicy apple with no core.
They are great in salads for many reasons, including their crisp, juicy texture
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WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL
El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com
Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St.,
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest.

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Network’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style classics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare,
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater,
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St.,
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com
Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pouring seasonal, trending and new beers daily.

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featuring a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.
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Hakurei
from page 28

decadent in its simplicity.
www.lansingcitypulse.com
large onion, chopped
My1 favorite
way to cook hakurei is in a
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
e
tablespoons butter
miso 22butter
with garlic, white wine and
large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
Stew
a
bit
of
sugar.
The flavors of the hakurei
2 large potatoes, cubed
Buco, if you got it)
2 tablespoons vinegar
meat or meat on the bone
and
miso
like they are made for
1 tablespoontaste
cumin powder
nness or similar stout
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
– 2 tablespoon
sugar, towith
taste
each 12other,
and
support from the
teaspoons salt
teaspoon pepper
other1More
ingredients
salt and pepper to taste they create a quick,
Chopped parsley for garnish
By CHLOE ALVERSON
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meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper
you can’t
any, until
you can
plant
and porkalways
— comes topped
with chedand sugar. find
Cook on medium
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions
Family
the bread dissolves and the broth is
and
fresh avocado.
I asked food
them to hold
all
summer
long.
With
dark, thick and
glistening.
Season
Owned &the seeds,
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q —
with extra salt, sugar or even beer,
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce
if you think
it needs
it. Serve
dusted
at
your
fingertips,
you
won’t
be
Operatedlike this
—
are
drizzled
atop
the
meat
and handwith chopped parsley, which looks
cut tortilla strips.
like shamrocks if you squint your
sisfood.com
hungry
orit malnourished.
When our food came out, I was
eyes. Wash
down with more stout.
amazed at the portion size of the half
order. I didn’t
know where
to start, but
Hakurei Turnips in Miso
Butter
Glaze
I knew that I would be getting my hands
dirty in the process of eating this meal.
Salty, meaty, earthy and
sweet,
with
The first bite was amazing, and I was
instantly satisfied with my choice. The
umami aplenty, it’s almost
impossible
to
juicy meat,
paired with the crunch
of the
chip and different sauces, was savory and
The avocado
and tomato
eat this gentle dish withscrumptious.
your
eyes
open.
gave the dish more flavor. It was the pertaste of summer for a cold, windy
No matter how much fect
you
prepare, it
day.
won’t last long enough to see the inside
of your Tupperware.
NOW OPEN

arch 9, 2022

The DISH:
Barbequed
nachos

FOR DINE IN

Birria tacos are everywhere in
Lansing. These are some of the best
35

By KYLE KAMINSKI
Greater Lansing
can’t
seem to get
THE
enough birria tacos.
Last week, I counted
at least a dozen local
Birria Tacos
restaurants and food
at Taqueria
trucks that served
El Chaparrito some variation of the
traditional Mexican
dish — which is essentially a taco-quesadilla crossbreed that you dunk into a rich
beef consommé.
Seriously: Almost every Mexican
restaurant in the Capital City now has
them on their menus, including: Los

DISH

Tres Amigos; Pancho’s Taqueria; Maria’s Cuisine; Acapulco Mexican Grill;
Fiesta Charra and the Atomic Taco
truck at Horrocks. Slice by Saddleback even cooked up some special, new
wood-fired Birria pizza last month.
The recipe reportedly originated in
Tijuana and began its spread across
the North American culinary scene in
the late 2000s. Tantalizing images of
corn tortillas piled with shredded beef
blew up across social media, so now
just about every restaurant everywhere
serves them.
To check out the dish, I wanted to
keep things as authentic as possible

ATE NIGHT
WHERE L

eloasisfood.com

NOW OPEN

FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8
SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Featured

on:

Try our
Fish, Burgers & Steak
Fresh off the Grill!

BUY ANY
DINNER

GET 2

ND

DINNER
%

SUPPORT LOCAL
FAMILY ACTIVITIES
GREATER LANSING CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

 Lansing.org |
@GreaterLansing

@GreaterLansingCVB
| #LoveLansing

High Caliber Karting and Entertainment
© High Caliber Karting and Entertainment

50 OFF

BLAINE TRASH REMOVAL

Expires 6/30/2022

Call Jay (517) 980-0468

One per customer

2417 E. Kalamazoo
Lansing, MI 48912

(517) 993-5988

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING

See The Dish, Page 30

LIKE A LOCAL

M

Family
Owned &
Operated

with a trip to Taqueria El Chaparrito, one of the first restaurants to hop
aboard the birria taco train in Lansing.
Nowadays, the well-seasoned beef tacos
layered with gooey cheese, cilantro and
onion are its top seller.
And I can plainly see why. This is real
food. Fresh meats are cooked daily. Tor-

Love
Lansing

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ
in Old Town.

EETS EARLY BIRD
Two servings
WE ARE HIRING!
TUES-SAT– 11there
TO 8
1 bunch of hakurei turnips
STOP IN TODAY!
should be 6-8 in a bunchSUNDAY NOON TO 5
2 tablespoons butter
OPEN 7 DAYS
2 teaspoons sugar
A WEEK
1 tablespoon miso
FROM 7AM-10PM
Best Food Truck
580-4400
I MEATBBQ.COM
809 E Kalamazoo St.
1/4 cup vermouth or white
wine
Best Tacos
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING www.artspublansing.com
2 cloves of garlic, smashed and
2021
chopped coarsely
1 tablespoon sesame seeds
Salt

Trim the thin, spindly taproot that
extends from the bottom of each turnip.
Cut the stems about half an inch above
the turnip and chop the stems and
leaves. Cut the turnips into slices, which
cook faster and absorb more glaze, or
quarters, which look prettier. No need
to peel them.
Boil two quarts of water with a teaspoon of salt for the greens. If you’re
making soba noodles to serve it with,
you can cook the greens in the leftover
soba water. Either way, boil them for
five minutes. Drain, plunge into a gallon or so of cold water and drain again.
Add the butter, miso, sugar and a cup
of water to a pan. Turn the heat to medium and stir as it heats. When it reaches
a simmer, add the vermouth and garlic
and then the turnips. Allow the liquid
to cook down and thicken, about 10
minutes. Season with salt, if necessary
— the miso may contribute enough.
Flip the pieces and turn the heat down
to low so the turnips can brown but not
burn. Garnish with sesame seeds and
serve with soba noodles or rice.
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www.eastsidefishfry.com
Locally Owned and Operated
Since 2012

THE PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

Residential l Commercial lYardwork

1997 Sebring Convertible - 92K mi.,
garage kept, excellent condition, red w/
grey velour interior. $6500. Call or text:
517-575-5599

Garage Sale Season is here!
For rates and deadlines,
call 517-999-6704 or
email suzi@lansingcitypulse.com
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I Given name: Anurag Ganapathi, Address: 3636 Coleman Rd, Block – 36 Apt 512 D, East Lansing,
MI 48823, have changed my name to First Name (Given Name): Anurag, Last Name (Surname):
Ganapathi.
CP#22-131

MT. HOPE
MONUMENT

LORRI
MILLER
“The Granite Lady”
2529 E. Mt. Hope Ave.
Lansing
One mile east of Pennsylvania
on Mt. Hope

(517) 482-6266

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
Notice is hereby given of the following public hearing to be held by the East Lansing Zoning
Board of Appeals on Wednesday, July 6, 2022 at 7:00 p.m., at the East Lansing Public
Library, 950 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823 in the Community Room:
A public hearing will be held to consider an application from H. Kirby Albright for the
property located at 1394 Foxcroft Road from the following requirement of Chapter 50 –
Zoning Code of the City of East Lansing: Section 50-301 – Table of lot and building
requirements. The applicant intends to construct a patio and pool that would exceed the
allowed 40 percent maximum ground coverage ratio. The property is zoned R-2 (Medium
Density Single Family Residential).
Materials related to the request are available for viewing at the Department of Planning,
Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823
between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or on the City’s website located at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/currentapplications. Written comments may be sent prior to the
public hearing to the Zoning Board of Appeals, City of East Lansing, 410 Abbot Road, East
Lansing, Michigan, 48823, or by email to coelzba@cityofeastlansing.com.
The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7)
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services must
contact the City Manager’s Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 319-6920
(TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at nmostel@cityofeastlansing.com.
This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings
Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in compliance with
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

mthopemonument.com

Jennifer Shuster
City Clerk

CP#22-132

The Dish
from page 29

tillas are pressed in-house, along with a
bevy of homemade Mexican drinks like
horchata and Tamarindo. It’s clear that
the husband-and-wife duo of Saul Martinez and Lourdes Casillas learned a
thing or two (or three) about authentic
food before they moved from Mexico in
2001 to set up shop in Lansing.
Two layers of fresh corn tortillas —
with just the right amount of grilled
crispness — were glued around each
taco with melted Oaxaca cheese, served
with light, fluffy refried beans and rice.
The centerpiece of the dish was the tender shredded beef, which literally melted in my mouth. And I could probably
drink a whole cup of that rich, spicy and
tangy dipping broth all on its own.
The restaurant, with a name that
roughly translates to “shorty taco
restaurant,” has humble beginnings as
a simple food cart. The restaurant first
opened in Old Town in 2018, but outgrew the space and relocated in 2020 to
its current location on Saginaw Highway.
What sets it apart? Casillas proudly
told City Pulse two years ago: “We don’t
Americanize it.”

Appetizers
Appe
tizers

WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064
Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

ACHIEVE
your DIY dreams

With MSUFCU’s SmartLineSM Home Equity Loan — a variable-rate
home equity line of credit with the option to lock segments at low,
fixed rates — you’ll have flexibility, making it easy to budget for
large expenses.

Open your SmartLine today!
msufcu.org/smartline

One SmartLine Home Equity Loan per household. Eligible properties include primary residences; owner-occupied second homes; condos; modular and manufactured
homes; and one- to four-unit buildings with owner occupancy in one of the units. Properties must be located within Michigan. Consult with a reliable tax advisor about
the deductibility of home equity loan interest. Closing cost of $199 plus property valuation fee, if required. You may only lock a segment of your loan during your
draw period. There is no fee for the first segment; however, you will be charged a $25 fee for each subsequent segment. A fee of $25 will apply to requests to unlock a
segment. Balances on segments reduce the availability on the line of credit. Your locked segment fixed interest rate will be determined based on your creditworthiness
at the time your fixed-rate segment is approved. Actual APR will be determined by member's credit score at the time of the loan request. Rate subject to change. This
product has a variable rate that is based on the market rate (prime plus margin). Your margin will be between 2.00% APR and 7.00% APR. Your overall rate (prime plus
margin) will never fall below 2.00% APR, nor will it exceed 18.00% APR. Visit msufcu.org/smartline for full details.

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featuring a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com
Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St.,
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest.

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Network’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style classics
and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got the
classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, like
frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com
Airport Tavern
5000 N. Grand River Ave
Lansing
(517) 321-3852
FB: @AirportTaverandSteakhouse

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater,
too!
WELCOME BACK! For 50 years, Airport Tavern &
Steakhouse has been a staple of Lansing's community.
Full bar, daily lunch and dinner specials. Ribs, steak,
burgers and salads are all crowd pleasers at this neighborhood establishment.
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OUT TOWN
on
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

Wednesday,
15
LIVE +June
LOCAL

15th Annual MMAG 12x12 Art Show through
June. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge,
B&I Bar
1856
Grand
River,
5247W.Old
Lansing
Rd.,Okemos
Lansing
50
over Fitness
Devyn
Mitchell- Meridian 50 Plus Stretch
and
Flex Exercise
group.
9-10 a.m.
5151
Thurs.,
Feb. 10,
7:30-10:30
p.m.
Marsh Rd., Okemos. meridian50plus.com.
Darin Larner
Allen
Market
- 2:30-7 p.m. Allen
Sat. Farmers
Feb. 12, 8-11
p.m..
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing.
BioBlitz
- Join us to learn about the
Blue Owl
biodiversity
in your backyard!
1149 S Washington,
Lansing 6-8 p.m.
DeWitt District Library, 1640 DeWitt Rd.,
Elden dewittlibrary.org.
Kelly and Gregg Hill
DeWitt.
Thurs.,
6-8- p.m.
Concert Feb.
in the10,
Park
The RFD Boys - 7-9
p.m. William E Tennant Performance Shell
- Classic
St Johns City
801 W Park, St. Johns.
PubPark,
& Grill
clintoncountyarts.org.
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
Craft
New with
Rule Cats - Sea Shell Journals - 6-8
p.m.
Constellation
Cat p.m.
Cafe, 3320 East Lake
Fri., Feb.
11, 8:30
Lansing
Rd, East
Lansing.
catcafe.as.me.
Medusa
Diabetes
Support
Group
- 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Sat.,Twp.
Feb.
12, 8:30
p.m.5130
Delta
District
Library,
Davenport
Dr., Lansing.
Eaton
Rapids
Craft
Food
Frenzy
- 4-8 p.m.
HoltCo.
Farmers’ Market,
204Cedar
N. Main
Eaton
Rapids
2150
St,St.,
Holt.
delhitownship.com.
Russ Holcomb
Meridian
Township Summer Concert
Series
- 6-8:30
p.m. p.m.
Marketplace on the
Fri., Feb.
11, 7-10
Green,
1995 Livingston
Central Park Dr., Okemos.
Jamison
meridian.mi.us.
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m.
Pagan Community Night - Join us
online or in-person! 6-8 p.m. Weavers
Door
ofGreen
the Web,
809 Center St. 7A, Lansing.
weaversoftheweb.org.
2005 E. Michigan Ave., .0
Lansing
Storybook
- Read while you
Frog and Stroll
the Beeftones
stroll
trails
Lincoln
Brick Park and
Fri., the
Feb.
11,at8:30
p.m.
downtown! Now through August. 10 a.m.-9
Grady
Hall
& the
Disciples
of Funk
p.m.
Grand
Ledge
Area
District Library,
131
E.Sat.,
Jefferson
Ledge. gladl.org.
Feb. St.,
12,Grand
8:30 p.m.
Ukulele Strum with Ben Hassenger
&Lansing
Friends -Brewing
A casual uke
drop in! 7-8 p.m.
Company
Grand
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E.
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org
Jimmy Likes Pie
Wine Wednesday - Wine & cheese tasting
7-11 p.m.
6Fri.,
p.m.;Feb.
wine 12,
&chocolate
tasting 8:30pm.
Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing.
517-721-1330.
Urban Beat
1213 Art’s
N. Turner
St., Lansing
Your
Desire
-A new multi-media
exhibit
featuring
the&work
ofTherapy
Susan Smith. 10
Brandon
Rose
Soul
a.m.-4:30 p.m. The Peoples Church of East
Fri., Feb.
7-10 River,
p.m. East Lansing.
Lansing,
200 11,
W. Grand

Terri Davis-Hayden
Thursday,
June
16
Sat., Feb. 12,
7-9 p.m.

34th Annual Meals on Wheels Charity
Golf Outing - 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Forest Akers
West Golf Course, MSU, 3535 Forest Rd.,
Wednesday,
February 9
Lansing. .tcoa.org.
AFP-CAC
February
Program:
Learnhistory
to
All Light, Everywhere
- From what
Network
Like adream?
Expert -9:30-11
11 a.m.-12:30
p.m.
will the future
p.m. Valley
Impression
Science
200
Museum
Court Park,5 300
ValleyCenter,
Ct, East
Lansing.
Dr.,
Lansing. community.afpglobal.org
museum.msu.edu.
Allen
Farmers
- 3-6Doug
p.m. DeLind
Allen
ArtPath
ArtistMarket
Talk with
Market
1611 E from
Kalamazoo,
- Join usPlace,
in hearing
ArtPathLansing.
artists as
they tell us about their lives and ArtPath
Battle
of the9 Books:
Virtual
Author
installations.
p.m. Turner
Park,
1200 Turner
Visit!
- One of this year’s Battle authors
Rd, Lansing.
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and
Bath6:30-8
Farmers
- 3-6:30
p.m.
Q&A!
p.m. Market
Grand Ledge
Area
District
James Couzens
Memorial
Main
Library,
131 E. Jefferson
St. Park,
Grand13753
Ledge.
St, Bath. shopbfm.org.

Meridian Freedom Fest
Through Saturday, June 18
Meridian Township
meridian.mi.us

Events
must
be entered
Events
must be
entered
through the
through
the calendar
calendar
at lansingcitypulse.com.
at lansingcitypulse.
Deadline
is 9 a.m. Monday
DeadlineWednesday
is 5 p.m.
forcom.
the upcoming
Wednesdays
for
the
edition. Charges may apply
following week’s issue.
for paid events to appear in print. If
Charges may apply for paid
youto
need
assistance,
events
appear
in print. If
please
call Suzi at please
you need
assistance,
(517)
call999-6704.
Suzi at
(517) 999-6704.

Mid-Michigan
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday,
10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Meridian Freedom Fest, which honors Juneteenth, is a multi-event celebration
honoring Juneteenth in Meridian Township. The festivities, hosted by the township,Sunday,
started 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Monday and run through Sunday (June 19). A free movie screening of “Akeelah and
Lansing Center
the Bee” happens Saturday, (June 18) at Studio C!, 1999 Central Park Drive, Okemos.
333
E.
Michigan
Ave., Lansing
The film, which airs at 10 a.m., tells a story of Black excellence and perseverance.
Also on Saturday, a forum will cover cultural issues and hear of Black experiences in
The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing
Meridian Township. Led by Dr. Deresa Marie Scott, this starts at 2 p.m. at the MeridCenter all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits
ian Municipal Building, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. It will be recorded and aired on
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From
HOMTV, Meridian Township’s Government Access Channel.
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — reCrystal Awards - 5 p.m. East Lansing
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Rd.,
East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.
Dimondale Farmers’ Market - 3-7 p.m.
136 N Bridge St, Dimondale. 517-230-0520.
Lansing Juneteenth Celebration - The
Capital City Kick-Off Ceremony - 6-8 p.m.
LCC, 422 N Washington
517-627-7014.
gladl.org Square, Lansing.
lansing juneteenthcelebration.org.

“Best
Tiny Art
Show -- 7:30
Pick p.m.
up
MACCBooks”
Courthouse
Concert
your
Art Kit
1. 10
a.m.-9
LawnTiny
in front
of starting
Ingham Feb.
County
Courthouse,
p.m.
LedgeMason.
Area District
Library, 131
315 SGrand
Jefferson,
business.
E.
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org
masonchamber.org.
Blind
Date with
Book
- Adults
Pool Party
- Joina us
at the
Eatonand
Rapids
Teens:
through
Feb.All
13.ages.
Grand
Community
Pool!
3-5Ledge
p.m. Area
, 912
Greyhound
Dr., 131
Eaton
Rapids. eradl.org.
District
Library,
E. Jefferson
St., Grand
Ledge.
517-627-7014. gladl.org
The Revolutionists
- 7-9 p.m. Riverwalk
Theatre,
228 Museum
Lansing.
The Elements
Series:Dr,
Water
- 11 517-482a.m.-7
5700.Nelson
riverwalktheatre.com.
p.m.
Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq.,
Lansing.
Roblox thenelsongallery.com.
Mania - For Summer Reading 2022,
kids canHearts
have fun- in
a virtual
waterpark
on
Hidden
We’ve
our
hearts-ROBLOX. 10:30-11:30
a.m.lost
Eaton
Rapids
Area
can
you
help
us
find
them
hiding
in
the
District Library, 220 S. Main. eradl.org.
library? 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area
Stitch Library,
‘n Bitch131- Come
hang out
District
E. Jefferson
St. with
gladl.org
fellow stitching witches! 5-8 p.m. Keys To
MILibraryQuest
Mystery
2022
Manifestation, 809-Center
St., Edition
#7, Lansing.
-manifestlansing.com.
for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand
Summer Concert Series - 7-9 p.m.
Ledge.
milibraryquest.wixsite.com.
American
Legion Bandshell, McCormick
Park,Beautiful
300 N. Putnam
Williamston.
Our
WorldSt.,
Art
Show 2022 - 10
a.m.-5
p.m.Concert
Framer’s Series
Edge and
Gallery,
Summer
- 6:30
p.m.1856
The
West
Grand River
Okemos. 517-347Courthouse
Lawn,Avenue,
100 W Lawrence
Ave,
7400.
framersedge.net.
Charlotte.
Studio
Squad
kids Park
Zoo Nights
#2- Calling
(21+) - all
5-8creative
p.m. Potter
Zoo, 9–12!
1301 S4:30-5:30
Pennsylvania
Lansing.
ages
p.m. Ave,
Eli and
Edythe517483-4222.
potterparkzoo.org.
Broad
Art Museum,
547 E Circle Dr, East
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807.

Friday, June 17

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom
50 aover
Fitnessof- the
TheAltar.
Meridian
50 Plusp.m.
for
discussion
6:30-7:30
Stretch and
FlexWeb,
Exercise
a.m.
Weavers
of the
809 group.
Center 9-10
St Ste
7, 5151
Marsh Rd.,
Okemos. meridian50plus.com.
Lansing.
517-657-5800.
weaversoftheweb.org.
517 Juneteenth Weekend Mixer - 7:3010:30 p.m. The Cadillac Room, 1115 South
Thursday,
February
10
Washington Avenue,
Lansing.
East
Lansing
Roller
Derby Basic
Skills
Chemistry
Craze
- Impression
5 Science
Boot
Camp
- 8-10 p.m.
One
Training
Center,
200 Museum
Dr, Court
Lansing.
517-485-8116.
Center,
7868 Old M-78, East Lansing.
impression5.org.

gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed
at providing
and their
with bothfish,
entertainEast Lansing Summer Solstice
Jazz womenLearn
aboutfamilies
birds, reptiles,
mammals
ment and education.
Concessions
alsoout
be aavailable.
Face
Festival - Downtown East Lansing,
and
amphibians.will
Check
family Zoo
cityofeastlansing.com.
Pass andbut
visitnot
Potter
Park Zoo
FREE!
coverings are encouraged,
required.
Tickets
are2-3
$10,
p.m.at
Grand
Ledge
District Library, 131
and-can
be purchased
the door
orArea
online.
Friday Night Concert Series
7 p.m.
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org
Lake Lansing Park South Band Shell, 1621
Pike St, Haslett. pk.ingham.org.
Quality Scary Presents: The Slumber
Party Massacre - screening. 8 p.m.
Howl at the Moon - Enjoy the full moon
Lansing Public Media, 2500 S Washington,
while
taking
a
guided
walk.
Dogs
must
Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk
Lansing. qualityscary.com/events
Friday,
February 11
be
on
a
leash.
9-10
p.m.
Harris
Nature
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482Center
parking
lot,
3998
Van
Atta,
Okemos.
The
Revolutionists
- 8-10a.m.
p.m.
Riverwalk
Fairytale Science - 9:45
Impression
5700.
www.riverwalktheatre.com.
517-349-3866.
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing.
5517-482-5700.
Science Center,
200
Museum
Dr,
Lansing.
riverwalktheatre.com.
“Some
Avail”Clawhammer
Exhibition Opening
Jake Blount
Banjo with
517-485-8116. impression5.org.
Artist
Andrew
Rieder
Join
us
for
Workshop - 3-4 p.m. Elderly Instruments,
Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chorus
Lobby
Hero
- 8-9:30
p.m.
the
reception
in Lansing.
our new517-372-7880.
space
1100opening
N. Washington
Ave,
Presents
“Sing
About
It!”Riverwalk
- 7-9 p.m. Unitarian
Theatre,
228Church
Museum
Dr, Lansing.
517-482at
the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing
elderly.com.
Universalist
of Greater
Lansing,
5509 S.
5700.
www.riverwalktheatre.com.
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S.
Pennsylvania,
Lansing. sistrum.org.
Lansing
Juneteenth
Celebration
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400.
Make
Take Pop
Up: Screen
Printing
- Outdoor Freedom Festival & African
‘Small&Town,
Big Engines’
- 11th
annual
Bookmark
12-3
p.m. 6-8
MSUp.m.
Main
Library,
American
Parade- Come
June 17hang
& 18,
p.m.
Oldsmobile- ?Car
Show.
Downtown
Stitch
‘n Bitch
out4-8
with
some
St. Joseph
Park,
2125 W5-8
Hillsdale,
Lansing.
Dimondale,
N Bridge St.
East
Lansing.136
lib.msu.edu.
fellow
stitching
witches!
p.m. Keys
To
lansing juneteenthcelebration.org.
Manifestation,
809 Center Street, Suite 7,
Summer Solstice
Jazz Fesitval
- A 11-13,
Mid-Michigan
Women’s
Expo - Feb.
Lansing.
manifestlansing.com.
LEGO® 517-974-5540.
Robotics - Impression
5
free two-day
music
in the
heart
of
Lansing
Center,
333 Efestival
Michigan
Ave,
Lansing.
ScienceGaming
Center, 200
Museum
Dr, Lansing.
downtown East Lansing.
kohlerexpo.com.
Switch
- Grab
your Nintendo
517-485-8116.
Switch,
or playimpression5.org.
ours! All skill levels welcome!
Superhero
Science
- Impression
5
TGIF
Dance Party
- Everyone
welcome!
6-8
p.m.with
Grand
Ledge
Area District
Make
Wood
- Impression
5 Library,
Science
Center,
Museum
Lansing.
7-11:59
p.m.
15500200
Chandler
Rd.,Dr,Bath.
734131
E. Jefferson
Ledge.
Science
Center,St.,
200Grand
Museum
Dr, gladl.org
Lansing.
517-485-8116.
impression5.org.
604-5095.
tgifdance.com
517-485-8116. impression5.org.
TGIF Little Black Dress
Dinner
& Dance
Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.
See Events
on page
29
Potter Park
& Feathers Party - 7p.m. Hawk Hollow 1501 Chandler
7:30-8:30
p.m. Zoo:
Info atFur
music.msu.edu/
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Rd., Bath. tgifdance.com
Weekly Cruise-ins - Friday nights at the
Holt Farmers’ Market. 5-8 p.m. 2150 Cedar
St, Holt. delhitownship.com.

Saturday, June 18
Dinner Dance - Dine-in or carry-out.
5-10:30 p.m. Lansing Liederkranz Club, 5828
S. Pennsylvania, Lansing. 517-882-6330.
East Lansing Summer Solstice Jazz
Festival - Downtown East Lansing.
cityofeastlansing.com.
Free Brush Drop-off - 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Recycle Center, 1418 Grovenburg Rd, Holt.
delhitownship.com.
Game Night - 5-8 p.m. Keys To
Manifestation, 809 Center St., 7A, Lansing.
manifestlansing.com.
Juneteenth Job and Community
Resource Fair - hosted by the Lansing
Branch NAACP and Lansing Juneteenth
Committee. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. St. Joseph
Park, 2125 W Hillsdale St, Lansing.
lansing juneteenthcelebration.org.
Lansing Juneteenth Celebration
- Outdoor Freedom Festival & African
American Parade - 11 a.m.-7 p.m. St. Joseph

a newspaper for the rest of us

Park, 2125 W Hillsdale Street, Lansing.
lansing juneteenthcelebration.org.
Lansing Makers Network - Summer
How-to Holiday - Kick off your summer
season by making custom handmade pieces!
12-6 p.m. Lansing Makers Network, 2730
Alpha Access St., Lansing. 517-234-4566.
Meridian Freedom Fest: Community
Forum Discussion - discuss cultural issues
and hear of Black experiences in Meridian
Twp. led by Dr. Deresa Scott. 2 p.m. 5151
Marsh Road, Okemos.meridian.mi.us.
Meridian Freedom Fest: Movie
Screening - “Akeelah and the Bee” - free.
10 a.m. Cinema C!, 1999 Central Park Dr.,
Okemos. meridian.mi.us.
The Poetry Room Open Mic: Masterpiece
- 3:30-6 p.m. Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum,
547 E Circle Dr, East Lansing.
The Revolutionists - 8-10 p.m. Riverwalk
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-4825700. riverwalktheatre.com.
Sistrum, Lansing Women’s Chorus
Presents “Sing About It!” - 3-5 p.m.
Unitarian Universalist Church of Greater
Lansing, 5509 S. Pennsylvania, Lansing.
sistrum.org.
St. Johns 2nd Annual Pride Event - 12-4

www.lansingcitypulse.com

LOCAL EXPERTS
GIFTS
GIFTS

Did you know?
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p.m. Downtown St. Johns on Clinton Ave.
Summer Solstice Jazz Festival - A
free two-day music festival in the heart of
downtown East Lansing.
Summer Trailfest Ultra and Half
Marathon - 7:30 a.m. 7835 Price Rd,
Laingsburg. trailrunner.com.
Toastmaster Meeting - 9:30-11:15 a.m.
MSUFCU, 4825 Mt Hope Rd, East Lansing.
517-505-1449. cdas.toastmost.org.
Wellness Weekends Series: Sharpening
the Focus - Registration required. 11
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe Broad Art
Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East Lansing.
broadmuseum.msu.edu
Yankee Doodle Kids Bike Parade Decorate your bike and ride in the parade!
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Must preregister at gladl.org

June 20, 22, 27, 29. 7-9 p.m. $100 for all
4 classes. 7-9 p.m. 3448 Hagadorn Rd,
Okemos. 517-333-3528.
Comedy Night - 9-11:30 p.m. Crunchy’s,
254 W Grand River Ave, East Lansing. 517351-2506. crunchyseastlansing.com.
Happendance Summer Camps - for
ages 5-12. 2 sessions: June 20-23 and
June 27-30, 1-4 p.m. 3448 Hagadorn Road,
Okemos. 517-333-3528. happendance.org.
Magic with Ming the Magician - Classic
magic for all ages! 2-3 p.m. Grand Ledge
Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St.,
Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org
Sunset Storytime Mondays - 6:30-7:30
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org
YouTube Star - 8 a.m. Impression 5
Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing.
517-485-8116. impression5.org.

Sunday, June 19

Tuesday, June 21

East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 a.m.2 p.m. with Dan Dan Solo at 10 a.m. Valley
ALTERNATIVEPark,
MEDICINE 280 Valley Court, East Lansing.
Court
What is Neurofeedback?
cityofeastlansing.com.
Father’s
Day at
Zoo - can
All Dads Get
Neurofeedback is biofeedback
for thethe
brain. Biofeedback
measure heart rate, skin temperature and also the electrical
Free
Admission! - 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Potter Park
rhythms of the brain. When brain waves are out of balance, we
can
have
a
range
of
symptoms:
too
many
fast
frequencies
can
Zoo,
1301 S Pennsylvania Ave, Lansing.
517produce trouble sleeping and anxious feelings. If the brain
waves are too slow,potterparkzoo.org.
it can affect focus and mood issues.
483-4222.
In a session, sensors are placed on a client’s scalp to
monitor brain waves. The process is non-invasive, and can be
Father’s
Day Author Event: Scott
used to gather information into a brain map. Clients can then
Gretchen Morse, DMA,
learn how to slow down or-speed
up their brainwaves
withfor Kids
Hershovitz
Philosophy
101
BCNSand
real time feedback during the follow-up sessions. Optimizing
and balancing brainwaves
impact a variety of
symptoms.
Parents.
11:30 can
a.m.-12:30
p.m.
Hooked,
3142
MID-MICHIGAN
recent client had tried multiple interventions for traumatic
EAstress,
Michigan
Ave,
Lansing.
517-721-1330.NEUROFEEDBACK
they desired. Neurofeedback
but had not seen
the relief
helped to settle down their brain and nervous system’s
517-290-4965
response to triggers,Freedom
providing relief, and allowing
them
Meridian
Fest:
Ato Spiritual
utilize tools from other therapies more effectively, as well.
Neurofeedback can help
ease a wide range
of cognitive, Marvin
Historical
Review
Pastor
emotional, and physiological symptoms.
Williams. 1 p.m. Meridian Historical Village,
5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos. meridian.mi.us.
BANKING
The
- 2-4
The Revolutionists
Advantages of Using
a p.m. Riverwalk
Theatre,
228Bank
Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482Community
5700.
One of theriverwalktheatre.com.
nice things about a community bank is all of your
decisions are made locally. You are not just an account number
or
business statistic
no one knows.
The people
who make
Sunday
School
for
Witches
- 3-4:30 p.m.
decisions know who you are. We live, work, and play in the
same community
as you.To keep up with the809
technology
of
Keys
To
Manifestation,
Center
St., 7A,
bigger banks, many community banks are pushing to keep up.
Lansing.
517-974-5540.
manifestlansing.com.
Many have up-to-date
technology and digital
banking services —

Board Game Meet Up - ages 18 & up.
6:30 - 10:30 p.m. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Spare Time
Bowling Alley, 3101 E Grand River, Lansing.
Delta Township Music in the Park - 7
p.m. Sharp Park, 1401 Elmwood Rd, Lansing.
Genealogy Help - Get assistance with
Ancestry Library Edition. 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m.
Eaton Rapids Area District Library, 220 S.
Main St., Eaton Rapids. eradl.org.
Jug & Mug Ski and Social Club Meeting
- Find out about the trips and events for
members. 6-8:30 p.m. Tony M’s Creyts Rd.,
Lansing. 517-663-1854. jugandmug.org.
The Kindred Exhibition: A Community
and Museum Collaboration - Virtual.
Join us for a talk and Q&A. 7-8 p.m. MSU
Museum, 409 W Circle, East Lansing.
museum.msu.edu
Middle Grade Book Club - Join us at
the Playground of Dreams for games and
a discussion of “Percy Jackson & the
Olympians: The Lightning Thief” 2-3 p.m. 100
Howe Dr, Eaton Rapids. eradl.org.
Parent Happy Hour - Storytime for kids and
wine specials for parents. 5-7 p.m. Hooked, 3142
E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-721-1330.
Picnic Playdate Family Storytime - 11 a.m.12 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E.
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org
Sporcle Live! Trivia - 7:30 & 8:30 p.m.
Crunchy’s, 254 W Grand River Ave, East
Lansing. 517-351-2506. crunchyseastlansing.com.
Toastmaster Meeting - in person or
Zoom. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Downtown Lansing
Branch Library, 401 S. Capitol Ave., Lansing.
517-367-6363.

2109 Hamilton Rd. Suite 100-C
Okemos, MI 48864

Independence.
Freedom. These are words used daily
Polish
Pottery
and often frivolously. However, Juneteenth, holds deepHYDROTHERAPY & WELLNESS

Spring is Almost
er meanings that those words cannot describe.
It is aHere, Time for a
Tub Checkup
time in American history that involves theHot
good,
the
bad
Everyone
is anxious for spring
— after all, it’s a great
Dinner plates, spoons, platters, and, more recently, ball
ornaments
and
time to use your tub. Hotwater Works on Michigan Avenue offers
and the ugly.
comprehensive hot tub checkups. We’ll bring you a new filter,

tiny Christmas trees! Yes, all these ceramics are part ofchange
ourorholiday
Jessica Graham &
check your water and refill your tub, if needed.
Michelle Humes
Theexpanding
celebration
ofcorner
Juneteenth
incorporates
collection,
our little
of Polish pottery
at fresh
theneck
gallery.
We have
pillows,the
new covers, floating lights, spa
HOTWATER
scents and all the necessary chemicals needed to usher in the
Starting
seven years
ago, when
we were selling
themby
because
deeper
meanings
expressed
better
emancipation,
new
season.a customer
WORKS
Havingfor
hot tub
problems? We can diagnose any issues and make a
specifically
them,
we now
an entire space
these
whichrequested
paved the
way
for have
independence
and
freedom.
(517) 364-8827
plan to repair them. We’ve seen all kinds of issues and can
repairPolish
and maintain
your tub. We are always fair and honest.
the
pottery
intricate,
detailed
and handcrafted
pieces
of art.
These
privileges
took more
than
100Allyears
beyond
the
2116 E Michigan Ave
Most tubs are going to last between 10-18 years but our current
Lansing, MI 48912
we have
in the gallery
is hand crafted
pride at
small
tubs,
Jacuzzi and Nordic, have extended warranties to consider
American
Revolution
to be with
grant-ed
tomany
allbefore
Americans.
making any repairs. Nordic is even made in Michigan!
manufacturing companies in Boleslawiec, Poland. AllSome
of the
pieces are
think having a hot tub will require a lot of maintenance,
minutes a week. We want people to use
but it’s only
For those
lookingusing
to experience
the
inabout10
Lansing,
individually
hand painted,
sponge stamps
andevent
brushes
to
paint
the
Kathy
Holcomb
their tubs in the healthiest way. We can teach you
to balance
water
chemistry
and check
the
filter once a month to make
Town
has
wonderful
weekend
celebration
for
stick REO
and floral
motifs
on a
each
piece. These
patterns are
first
hand
cut
sure it’s good to go. Relax Hotwater Works!
Juneteenth.
by the artists in the sponge, after which they use the sponges and brushes
ABSOLUTE
to apply the unique pattern to each piece.

Local Artist, Renaissance Man and my
good friend
ART SUPPLIES

GALLERY

In Boleslawiec,
when
artists
are deemed qualified enough
they
the
Julian Van
Dyke
(www.vandykeart.com)
has
written
and
Slainte
inearn
style!
rightillustrated
to create a pattern
from
to finish
and alsoabout
sign it.the
These
a book
forstart
children
talking
history
(517) 482-8845
pieces
canmeaning
be identified
their UNIKAT stamp
bottom,
butbook
they
Forget
about the
over-priced
green beer, noisy bars or waiting
and
ofbyJuneteenth.
Julianonisthe
offering
his
in line to get a drink during the annual St. Paddy’s Day pub
also stand
out for their complex
intricate for
patterns.
Come
see
ifupyou
- stay in and
your favorite brew or cocktail in
at a dis-counted
price ofand
$10/copy
the crawl
month
ofserve
June.
307 E César E. Chávez Ave
style.
can spot all the UNIKAT pieces in our pottery corner at
the gallery! We
Delphi Glass
Lansing,
MI 48906
Just in time for your St. Patrick’s Day revelry, you
can
customize
aPoland
mug, pilsner
glass or piece of stemware at our
Letfolks
us give
real meaning
back
to the
meaning
behind
piece
of art
from
for
encourage
to consider
a handcrafted
DELPHI GLASS
Sandblasted Glassware Art a la Carte class. It’s absolutegallery.net
the perfect
time to get together with friends, make some mugs and
theirJuneteenth.
gifting needs.
(517) 394-4685

it is a lot different than 1990.Dart Bank has an app on both
iPhone and Android, and a brand new website. Online banking
allows you to pay person-to-person. We have a brand new IQ
mortgage application allowing people to apply online, with a
Dart Bank mortgage specialist who can assist during the
process. We have business solutions and consumer solutions for
everyone. If you have a rare case, we can work with you in
order to find the best solution for you.When you need to reach us
by phone, a real person will answer. The person you talk to is
a resident of the Lansing area and a member of our community.
You might even get the president of the bank.

Monday, June 20

Brennan Andrews,
Marketing Director

50 over Fitness - Meridian 50 PlusDART
Stretch
BANK
and Flex Exercise group 9-10 a.m. 5151
(517)244-4406
Marsh Road, Okemos. 517-853-4600.
Amazing Artists - 8 a.m. Impression 5
Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing.
517-485-8116. impression5.org.
Nirvana, Transcendent Insight, and
Art
Adventure - 8 a.m. Impression 5
Insurance
Science
200
Museum
Dr, Lansing.
Few people are Center,
so enlightened to
know of
the insurance guru
who sits atop the world’s highest mountain of paperwork517-485-8116.
impression5.org.
somewhere beyond the Forest of Regret and the Sea of Dyspepsia.
The guru speaks of simplicity, “an insurance policy is nothing
more than a contract.
a contract that Intensive
says, ‘if you give
Ballet
5/6 +It isPointe
Summer
money to an insurance company and something listed in the
Of course
contract comes
to pass, you will be given money.’"
Camp
- Happendance
is offering
a Ballet
the guru speaks of deductibles and conditions; but the guru
5/6
+preaches
Intensive
Point
Camp
for
ages 12-18.
actually
the importance
of having
an insurance
agent
368 S. Park Street
Mason, MI 48854

translate the words into English.

Scott Harris, LUTCF

Often the guru is asked, “why is insurance so expensive?” In
the most disarming voice the guru responds, “is insurance
expensive when you’ve been t-boned while driving westbound
on Jolly Road, totaling your Prius and lacerating your kidney,
and your insurance company must pay more than you’ve ever
paid in your premiums?” Smiling, the guru says- without
uttering a word, “of course not.” The guru is wise, and
knows insurance can be your dear friend while a loyal and
humble (and cat loving) insurance agent can be your dearest
friend.

MID-MICHIGAN
INSURANCE
GROUP, INC.

Ingham County Animal Shelter

memories. Bring a beverage of your choice and begin your
pre-St. Patrick’s Day drinking warm-up. You’ll leave at the
end of the night with fun glassware to raise a glass on any
occasion.

Call (517) 394-5364 or visit DelphiGlass.com/Cheers to register
or to schedule your private party. Join us and be prepared for a
fun night in - your buddy is gonna get everyone tossed out of the
bar for being too rowdy, anyway.

To adopt one of these pets, visit the ICAS at 600 Buhl St., Mason,
call (517) 676-8370 to make an appt. or go to ac.ingham.org.
MEDICAL

Holistic Weight Loss Program for
Sponsored by
the New Year
Soldan’s Pet Supplies

Like clockwork, a new year comes with another round of weight loss
locally owned
& operated
1955
resolutions; most of which will inevitably
see their
end in since
the first
three weeks of January. This time, focus onsoldanspet.com
breaking this cycle and
Lansing
making a change for a healthier lifestyle.
Adding more physical exercise
6201
W. Saginaw
Hwyyear, but
to your routine and losing weight are great
goals
for the new
5016
Jr.enjoyable
Blvd
or that
the changes rarely last. Lifestyle
changes
that S.
areMLK
more
is a sweet
can be hobbies should be considered. Doing
a detox or supplement cleanse
Okemos
senior guy who is super
can be a great way to start the new year 2283
and stimulate
weight
Grand River
Ave.loss. But
spunky
a great attichoosing
theand
righthas
supplement
with theDeWitt
help of a physician can make the
tude! He would enjoy a home 12286 Old U.S. 27
difference.

Burle Marx

where
he can
wander
around for Charlotte
Fat cells
in our
body
are responsible
inflammation, increased risk of
theand
yard
and getimbalances.
spoiled rotten.
cancer
hormone
Complications
from
515 Lansing
St. obesity have now
been linked to a wide range of physical and mental health issues like
joint pains, overall fatigue and depression. Discussing your weight loss
and exercise plan with your physician will help you monitor your
progress. Overall improvement of health should remain the focus

3380 E Jolly Rd
Lansing, MI 48910
www.delphiglass.com

517-664-9600

Sponsor a pet on the next Adoption Page for only $35, $6 goes to the shelter. To sponsor, call 999-5061 now!!
Adopt a pet on this page and Soldan’s will thank you with a $10 gift certificate. Contact (517) 999-5061 after you adopt.

Paw Paw

is an approx. 11 yr. old
retriever mix who loves to play fetch. He
has a sunny, happy disposition and would
like a home where he gets lots of love and
attention!

Sponsored by
Anne & Dale Schrader

Casselberry is a sweet, petite
torti who got left behind when her
owners moved. Shy at first, she loves
attention and lap time.

Dr. Sarah Denham, D.O.

(517) 853-3704
1003 East Mount Hope
Lansing, MI 48910

City Pulse

4112 S. Cedar St.
Lansing, MI 48910

Buttercup is a lovely longhaired
girl who likes gentle head rubs and chin
scratches. She’ll be a sweet lap companion for a lucky family.

Sponsored by
Schuler Books

Persimmon

is a front-declawed torti who is friendly and affectionate. She loves to play with her mousie and has an adorable squeaky purr.

In memory of Rodica’s cats
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Order your books and limited-edition prints
By artist and author,

Julian Van Dyke

Our Juneteenth book on sale for $10
now through the month of June!

vandykeart.com
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Want to work
for City Pulse?
City Pulse has both full-time and
freelance opportunities:
� NEWS REPORTER, full time. Are you issue
oriented? Like to dig and follow the facts? Able
to make even dry information come alive? A
self-starter? Unafraid of controversy? To
$40,000. Experience necessary.
� ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR, full time. If you
like variety, this job is for you: Write, assign and
edit stories on all of the arts as well new
businesses and food. To $40,000. Experience
necessary.
� SALES EXECUTIVE, full time. Develop new
business through outside sales as well as bring back
previous advertisers in both our print and digital
products. Work with one of the most successful sales
executives in the state.
Also, freelance opportunities reviewing theater and
writing about the visual arts.

If you are interested in any of these opportunities,
email publisher@lansingcitypulse.com.
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Run, walk, bike, stroll or roll in the
Unconditional Love 5K

on Saturday, June 18
to raise funds to support LGBTQIA+
students on campus.
gssc.msu.edu

Register
on Eventbrite!
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