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SPRING SPECIALS Come see our 
new products 
for your plant 

and gardening 
needs!

… and so much more!… and so much more!

Shop Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Our vegetable flats Our vegetable flats 
are in and ready for are in and ready for 

your greenhouse your greenhouse 
or gardenor garden

More blooms for More blooms for 
your garden your garden 
arriving dailyarriving daily

AnnualsAnnuals
PerrennialsPerrennials

Hanging BasketsHanging Baskets

LandscapingLandscaping
ServicesServices

Clean Up Clean Up •• Mulching Mulching
Contact us for Contact us for 

Outdoor ServicesOutdoor Services
517-322-2671517-322-2671

1434 E. Jolly Road | Lansing 
517-882-3115 | lansinggardensllc.com

Find us on 
Facebook!
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May she rest in peace 
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Last year was a bloody, violent and deadly 
summer for Lansing residents. By the end 
of the year the city had 36 homicides on the 
books, the highest toll in years. Earlier this 
year, the city seemed on track to continue the 
wave of violence.  

But for about six weeks, law enforcement 
has seen a significant drop in gun violence. 
More stolen guns, which were the main 
weapon of choice in last year’s wave, have 
been seized by law enforcement. The reason, 
Police Chief Ellery Sosebee said, has been a 
community acting on the public safety man-
tra “See something, say something.”  

As summer begins, he credits the 
reduction in violence to the inter-
vention of churches, nonprofits and 
activist organizations as well as a 
concerted effort by leaders and el-
ders in the city to intervene.  

The Rev. Sean Holland, pastor of the 
Epicenter of Worship Church, agrees. 

 “I think they are saying, much 
more, ‘No, that’s not going to hap-
pen,’” he said. “’You’re not going to 

use a gun to settle this. It’s just not going to happen.’”
Holland sees a community of youth who are 

brilliant, innovative and “already living in the fu-
ture,” not one full of violent youth. 

But he does see young people trapped in systems 
like schools and government failing over and over 
again to meet their needs. 

“They are calling out for change,” he said.   
The community, he said, must address economic, 

reproductive and educational systems that need to be 
reimagined and representative of well trained, cul-
turally competent leaders to unleash that excellence. 

“We have seen this cycle of gun violence increas-
ing, a community response, then a decrease for 
years,” he said. “You can trim the tree, but if you 
don’t get the root issues, it’s going to come back 
again and again.” 

The school shooting at an Uvalde, Texas, elemen-
tary school and the grocery store shooting in Buffa-
lo, New York, by a white supremacist have become 
teachable moments locally. So, too, have the fatal 
shooting of Patrick Lyoya by a Grand Rapids police 
officer and the nonfatal shooting in East Lansing of 
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Lansing Police 
Chief Ellery 
Sosebee 

Will Lansing face another summer of gun violence? 
Police chief, community leaders
see progress in effort to make
2022 more peaceful than last year

20-year-old DeAnthony VanAtten of Lansing.  
City and county officials have also invested heav-

ily in the Advanced Peace initiative. The project, 
which was created by an Eastern High School 
graduate, is designed to engage at-risk youth in 
mentoring that ultimately disrupts the cycle of 
gun violence. Hundreds of thousands of dollars 
have been committed to it over the next three 
years. Peckham Inc. has been selected as the local 
nonprofit to administer the program.  

“These are all things we’re talking about, and 
looking at with the youth,” Holland said. “The 
youth get it. They have the capacity to intervene 
with conflict resolution — but you don’t hear that.” 

Holland said that is partly true, but again pointed 
back to the “whole of community response” as a more 
accurate assessment in the reduction of violence. 
That response has also included afterschool and 
summer activities designed to engage young people. 

Michael McKissic, head of the Mikey 23 Foun-
dation, runs a program that assists young people 
learning building trades. 

“Our philosophy is to encourage young people 
to put down a gun and pick up a hammer,” said 
McKissic, who lost his 23-year-old son to a shoot-
ing seven years ago. “We want to build up the com-
munity, not tear it down.” 

But Holland said more needs to be done to ad-
dress the underlying issues of economic inequity 
and educational inequity.  

“We really have to have conversations about rec-
reating our educational system, which was built for 
factory work, not for an information age,” he said. 
“Recent surveys of young people who dropped out 

of high school found the reason for doing so 
for 53% of those students was that they were 
bored.” 

For Holland, if students are bored, the educa-
tional system is failing. And he said the commu-
nity can no longer hold to an outdated construct 
that there isn’t enough money. Educational aus-
terity, he said, is an excuse not to evolve.  

“Lansing is literally producing the leaders of 
tomorrow,” he said. “These kids are brilliant. 
We need to lift them up and encourage them.” 

Both Holland and McKissic pointed to the 
restrictions of COVID over two years as a ma-
jor contributor to the gun violence.  

“We just were not prepared for the prob-
lems that arose from the COVID lock downs,” 
McKissic said. “We weren’t ready to deal with 
the increased bullying and harassment that 
arose with all the online interactions during 

that period, that fed the violence.” 
COVID lockdowns and online schooling revealed 

the ongoing educational inequity. Students didn’t 
have computers at home, so districts would provide 
them. But not every child had access to the internet.  

“That contributed to the educational achieve-
ment gap,” said Holland. “We weren’t prepared for 
it, and the students weren’t prepared for it.” 

Sosebee said the gun violence is not tied to what 
is traditionally defined as a gang — there’s not es-
tablished leadership structure. Instead, it’s peer 
groups that have developed an anger toward each 
other. As a result, the city has seen many of the 
shootings are retaliation.  

Because there is no traditional leadership struc-
ture as would happen with a gang, law enforce-
ment has a more difficult time intervening.  

“We used to be able to engage gang leadership 
and at least calm the violence,” he said. “The lead-
ers had an absolute say in what would or would not 
happen. Now, with this loose affiliation situation, 
we have to do more work to talk to more youth to 
engage them in discussions about more effective, 
less violent responses to each other’s provocations.” 

Both McKissic and Holland were clear: The an-
swer is not law enforcement per se — it’s engage-
ment by community. That means churches and 
nonprofits as well as activist organizations con-
necting with youth.  

“It takes a village to raise a child,” McKissic said, 
citing an African proverb.  

Holland added, “And it takes a child to raise a 
village.” 

- TODD HEYWOOD 

This photo captured from a Lansing resident’s Facebook page 
shows a thief holding a gun inside the resident’s house. The resi-
dent reported that a gun was stolen during the break-in. Lansing 
Police Chief Ellery Sosebee said one reason he’s hoping for a 
less violent summer is the police have seized more stolen guns 
this year than last, when gun violence was high. 
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When Mayor Andy Schor sought to 
nominate a local businessman to the 
city’s Economic Development Corp., he 
made an interesting dis-
covery: He couldn’t. 

“I had to call the mayor 
and tell him I couldn’t do it 
because of that provision,” 
said the businessman, who 
has a retail food shop. He 
asked not to be identified. 

“That” provision is a 
prohibition in the City 
Charter that bans anyone 
convicted of a felony in 
the last 20 years — the 
businessman has a mari-
juana arrest on his record 
— from serving on boards 
and commissions. 

And that is something 
the mayor wants voters 
to change. As a result, an 
amendment to overturn 
the ban will appear on the 
General Election ballot in 
Lansing in November. 

“I honestly don’t know 
why that was put in the 
charter,” Schor said. 
“Frankly, I didn’t need to look into the 
history because it was wrong. 

“The mayor and the Council can eval-
uate the impact, if any, of a nominee for 
a board or commission for a person with 
a criminal record,” Schor added. 

“It doesn’t mean a conviction doesn’t 
become a part of the process. It means 
we can use our ability to determine on 
a case-by-case basis whether the convic-
tion is a problem. A blanket ban is not 
helpful to the city or to those who have 

Lansing Mayor 
Andy Schor

Schor wants to end 
banning former convicts 
from being on boards 

Ex-felon inspires Lansing charter amendment vote in General Election 

“A blanket ban is not helpful to the city or to 
those who have maybe made a mistake but 
have turned their lives around and are con-

tributing members of our community.” 
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor 

Henry Meyer, owner 
of Eastside Fish Fry 

maybe made a mistake but have turned 
their lives around and are contributing 
members of our community.” 

Last week the City Council unani-
mously approved an amendment to 
the 1978 City Charter that will allow 
people with felony convictions to serve 
on boards and commissions, clearing 

the way for the Nov. 8 vote. It 
would maintain another provi-
sion that still prohibits felons 
from seeking elective office.  

The conservative Mackinac 
Center has estimated 50,000 
Michiganders are convicted 
on felony charges each year in 
Michigan.  

One of them was Henry 
Meyer, who owns Eastside Fish 
Fry. Twelve years ago, Meyer 
was convicted of manufac-
turing marijuana plants and 
served 30 months in prison. 

Meyer said he is excited 
about the potential change.  

“For years I didn’t tell any-
one about my convictions, I 
just built my business,” said 
Meyer, 37. “But now that I am 
talking about it, I am finding 
people really don’t care. They 
care about delivering good 
food at a reasonable price. 
That’s what they value. And 
while I may have had four 

negative emails when I was on ‘Diners, 
Drive-Ins and Dives,’ I had 20 more 
people congratulating me and choosing 
to come to my business.” 

He said a similar thing can happen 
with felons serving on volunteer boards. 

“At some point,” he said, “that person 
can turn to another on the commission 
or the board who has harbored a nega-
tive idea about felons, and say, ‘Hey, I’ve 
worked beside you for two years. We’ve 
accomplished this and done that for the 

community, together. Suddenly, that 
changes a person’s stigma or percep-
tion of felons — and that will ultimately 
make reinte-
gration easier 
for everyone.” 

Meyer delib-
erately seeks 
out and hires 
people with 
criminal re-
cords.  

“It’s a chance 
for them to 
start over,” he 
said. “It gives them the chance to be part 
of the community by being employed.” 

Safe and Just Michigan, an advocacy 
organization for criminal justice reform 
in Lansing, reports that 67% of paroled 
Michigan felons are unemployed, de-
spite a worker shortage and a 4.3% state 
unemployment rate in May.  

Being unemployed and without ac-
cess to affordable housing are two 
contributors to recidivism, said Meyer. 
Former Gov. Rick Snyder signed an ex-
ecutive order in 2018 that bars employ-
ees from asking on applications if a per-
son has been convicted of a felony. The 

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, June 27, 2022, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council Chambers, 10th Floor Lansing City 
Hall, 124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI for the purpose of considering:

An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to Amend the Lansing Codified Ordinances 
by Amending Chapter 1060, Section 1060.09, to add City waste hauler license application 
requirements, including description of materials and weight/volume/estimates of material 
collected, and curbside collection schedule.

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of 
the Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC 
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope                CP#22-138

GGrraadduuaattiinngg  CCllaassss  ooff  22002222  

 

  

As you complete this important milestone, I’d like to extend my sincere
congratulations and best wishes. While not so many years ago, I 
remember well when I crossed the stage at graduation.

This is your time and season to reflect on the past journey of 
dedication and hard work, and look forward to an amazing future of 
possibilities!

As you embark on the next steps in your life, I encourage you to 
remember the words of wisdom from your parents, and keep them in 
your heart. Let this wisdom be your guide, and perseverance unlock 
the door to all of the wonderful opportunities life holds for you.

I am proud to serve this community, and so very proud of each of you!

Blessings, and All the best,

Honorable Wanda M. Stokes
30th Circuit Court Judge

CCOONNGGRRAATTUULLAATTIIOONNSS  AANNDD  JJOOBB  WWEELLLL  DDOONNEE!!

law only applies to state jobs however. 
East Lansing banned the question in a 
2014 ordinance. 

Schor said the 
city has been 
working with 
the Michigan 
Department of 
Corrections on 
a program to in-
crease successful 
re-entry into the 
community for 
people convicted 
of crimes. The 

pilot project, he said, provides access to 
housing, employment and other assis-
tance, helping to integrate those return-
ing from prison to create the stability 
that studies show reduce recidivism.  

He said his move to amend the City 
Charter will help in the integration pro-
cess as well.  

“People who have made a mistake,” 
he said, “and paid their debt to society 
bring an important voice and represen-
tation to the table for our commissions 
and boards. Those are voices we need to 
have at the table.” 

 —TODD HEYWOOD 
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Eastside residents were in an uproar last week when a 
third rainbow flag was stolen from a ‘Welcome to Lansing” 
sign on Michigan Avenue. The flags had been disappearing 
since June 1, the kickoff of Pride month. To steal the last 
one, the perpetrator cut down the flagpole too. As social me-
dia began ramping up outrage, northside residents Shawn 
Dyer and his daughter Aubrey planted 50 mini-Pride flags, 
a new flag pole and a large Pride flag. They also laid down 
some mulch to spruce up the garden. The flag thievery was 
condemned by law enforcement, the mayor and Michigan 
Attorney General Dana Nessel.  

 
BWL warns of possible rolling 

black outs 
On Tuesday, the BWL an-

nounced the regional power reg-
ulator had ordered all power 
companies to prepare for possible 
“rolling blackouts” due to energy 
shortages outside of BWL’s territo-
ry. The move has been ordered by 
Mid-Continent Independent Sys-
tem Operator, the regional regula-
tor for 15 states, including Michi-
gan. Rolling blackouts are designed 
to prevent the entire electrical grid 

from failing because too much energy is being drawn in one 
area or another. BWL will have 30 minutes from the time 
MISO orders a rolling blackout to implement it. Blackouts 
are expected to last 20 minutes, according to a press release 
on the company’s website. “The BWL has a legacy of gener-
ating plenty of energy to supply our customers, however, if 
directed by MISO to load shed, we’ll be required by law to 
follow instruction,” said BWL General Manager Dick Peffley. 
“We’re just as frustrated as customers will be at the potential 
for these black-outs, however, there’s unfortunately nothing 
within our control to prevent these from happening. I’m 
frustrated that despite BWL’s successful strategic planning 
for our energy needs, our customers still potentially face the 
consequences from the lack of power resources elsewhere.” To 
minimize the risk of blackouts, BWL is encouraging custom-
ers to hold off charging electric vehicles until evening, reduc-
ing air conditioning use, turning off unused electronics and 
doing high energy use activities like laundry in the morning 
or evening when it is cooler outside.  

‘Gateway’ to REO Town  
Developer Brent Forsberg has begun the process to build 

a 72-unit apartment building in a long vacant lot on the 
southeast corner of Washington Avenue and Malcolm X 
Street, along I-496. The site had been home to a disrepu-
table motel for years, but it fell into disrepair and was ulti-
mately taken by the county for back taxes. The new apart-
ments will have a view to the west of the controversial Board 
of Water and Light central power substation. Forsberg told 
the Lansing State Journal the new apartments will be mar-
ket rate and feature car charging stations in the parking lot 
tucked behind the building, as well as access to the Grand 
River for kayaking and other water recreation opportuni-
ties. This development also ties into the City View apart-
ment project in the former Lake Trust building on the north 
side of I-496. Forsberg said the developments are part of ty-
ing downtown with REO Town and restoring at least some 
of the continuity of the community that was lost when 840 
homes were destroyed to put in 496.  

Ultium Cells charges ahead 
Construction has begun on the battery plant tied to GM 

auto plant in Delta Township. Ultium Cells has promised a 
$2.5 billion factory spanning 2.8 acres. It will produce the 
batteries for GM’s plan to invest $7 billion across four plants 
in Michigan 
including the 
Delta plant. 
The plan is to 
shift the GM 
model offer-
ings to electric 
and away from 
fossil fuel. An 
Ultium Cells 
spokesperson 
said the proj-
ect’s founda-
tion is expected to be laid in July and steel work begun in 
late August. The hope, the spokesperson said, is to begin 
producing batteries in 2024 and to be fully operational by 
2025. As many as 1,500 people are expected to be employed 
in the construction project.  

Watch for new voter ID cards  
With state redistricting complete 

for local, state and federal offices, 
Lansing City Clerk Chris Swope is 
sending out new voter identification 
cards to 88,000 voters The cards in-
clude a voter’s precinct, City Council 
ward and districts for Ingham County, 
state House and Senate and the U.S. 
House. Swope said in a press release 
that tens of thousands of Lansing vot-
ers will have new voting locations as 
well as precinct designations. While 

the card is not necessary for in person voting in August, the 
information will be helpful. Citizens can also get the same 
information at Lansingvotes.com.  
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI
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of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates 
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Kaminski at eye@lansingcitypulse.com or call in a 
nomination at 517-999-6715. 
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding  

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

DESIGN
FOR

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN &  
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

Peffley

Swope

807 E. Cesar Chavez Avenue, 
Lansing 

This empty property, which has 
seen a variety of retail uses over the 
years, has been cited for weeds and 
trash five times since 2015, most 
recently on May 19. There was also 
a 2017 citation for the exterior of 
the property.   

City records show the property 
is owned by Dave Schmidt LLC, 
of Bay City. State records show the 
company is not in good standing 
because it has not filed required 
paperwork since 2012. 

In a phone conversation with 
Schmidt Monday, he claimed he 
no longer owns the property be-
cause he is selling it on land con-
tract. There is no land contract 
registered to the property records. 
He said he entered into the land 
contract 10 years ago. When asked 
who was purchasing the property 
and how to reach the purchaser, he 
said he would have to look that up 
and hung up after taking contact 
information. He has not yet pro-
vided the information. 

On the upside, taxes have been 
paid on time since 2017. The build-
ing is valued at $140,300, putting 
its taxable value at $69,708, ac-
cording to city records.  

— TODD HEYWOOD

By TODD HEYWOOD
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From the mildly ridiculous to the utterly bizarre, the 2022 political season is 
shaping up to be a real barn burner. Six months ago, who would have predicted 
that half the Republican gubernatorial field would get kicked off the ballot over 
fake signatures on their nominating petitions? Who would have believed that 
getting arrested by the FBI for allegedly aiding and abetting the Jan. 6 attack 
on the U.S. Capitol would actually strengthen a gubernatorial candidate’s cam-
paign rather than derailing it? 

Only in America, and only in these still unsettled days of not-so-post-Trump-
ism, a festering wound is in our nation’s political psyche that may never heal, 
at least so long as a majority of Republicans 
yearn for his return to the White House, 
while the rest of us yearn for his incarcer-
ation in a federal penitentiary. The timing 
of the congressional hearings into the Jan. 
6 insurrection has been fortuitous, remind-
ing all of us — Democrats and Republicans 
alike — at exactly the right time precisely 
what is at stake as the battle for the heart 
and soul of America’s democracy rages on. 

That the magnetic attraction to Trump is 
still so strong among his acolytes — recent 
polling shows that fully 60% of Michigan 
Republicans want him to run for president 
again -— is both frightening and confound-
ing. That so many of our fellow citizens still 
fully embrace the twice-impeached former 
president should give all rational Ameri-
cans nightmares. Four decades ago, Isaac 
Asimov called out America’s “cult of igno-
rance … the strain of anti-intellectualism 
(that) has been a constant thread winding 
its way through our political and cultural life, nurtured by the false notion that 
democracy means that ‘my ignorance is just as good as your knowledge.’” Sadly, 
his commentary still rings true today. 

Indeed, as much as we may think the danger to our democracy has passed, 
it may have only just begun. That’s why derailing the second coming of Trump 
in 2024 must start now, everywhere. Small victories, ac-
crued across the state and nation, can cause seismic shifts 
in power in the halls of Congress and in state legislatures. 
It’s time for all people of goodwill and common sense to 
exercise their franchise as voters to send a decisive mes-
sage to the Republican establishment: Enough is enough. 
Trumpism is over. It’s time to move on. 

Of course, here in Michigan it starts with reelecting the 
top of our ticket — Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, Attorney General Dana Nessel 
and Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson, the potent and capable triumvirate that 
stands as a bulwark against the ridiculous excesses of the state legislature’s Re-
publican majority. And, though most Lansing area legislative races presump-
tively are in the win column for Democrats, two mid-Michigan contests stand 
out for having the potential to amplify Trump’s political foothold in Michigan 
if they go the wrong way. 

One is the anticipated race pitting incumbent Democratic U.S. Rep. Elissa 
Slotkin against Republican state Sen. and ever-Trumper Tom Barrett in the 

7th Congressional District. The newly drawn district leans more heavily Re-
publican than the old 8th district, which Slotkin first won in 2018 and then 
narrowly retained in 2020 with 51% of the vote. 

It’s no surprise that Barrett is already is on the attack, having the temerity to 
suggest that Slotkin, who served her country with honor and distinction as a 
CIA analyst deployed three times to Iraq and who is married to a retired Army 
colonel and helicopter pilot, thinks “veterans are cowards.” An Army veteran 
himself, Barrett should and probably does know better, but he’s also the sort of 
politician who will say literally anything to win.  

The good news is that Slotkin is crush-
ing Barrett on the fundraising front, rais-
ing more than $1.3 million in the first 
quarter of this year. With $5.5 million in 
cash on hand, Slotkin is in a strong posi-
tion to defend herself against an expected 
tsunami of right-wing gibberish and out-
right lies from her opponent’s campaign. 
But she still needs your vote, especially 
from independents and Republicans in 
places like Clinton, Livingston and Shi-
awassee counties. 

In Eaton County, incumbent State Rep. 
Angela Witwer is expected to face chal-
lenger Jeremy Whittum, who chairs the 
Eaton County Board of Commissioners. 
While it is less than clear where Whit-
tum stands on the Trumpian spectrum, 
we know he was endorsed for his county 
position by the seriously unhinged Make 
Michigan Great Again Forever organiza-
tion. We presume he passed some sort of 

wackadoodle Trump loyalty test to earn their support. We also know that at 
a time when the nation is still reeling from the aftershocks of mass killings in 
Texas and New York, Whittum still proudly flies the flag of the National Rifle 
Association. Witwer is the kind of Democrat even a rational Republican can 
love. In her first two terms in office, Witwer has shown what a moderate, sensi-

ble elected official who listens to her district and embrac-
es bipartisanship looks like. 

The choice we face as voters has never been more clear. 
We can cede our democracy to the looney tunes and pay 
the price for generations to come, or we can step up and 
protect our shared values as Americans by supporting 
candidates for office who respect our democracy. We ap-
peal especially to our readers who usually vote Republi-

can, scarce as they may be, and urge you to consider any candidate who shows 
the slightest adherence to Trump’s false claims of a stolen election as unfit to 
serve. Even if you have to vote for a Democrat, suck it up and do it. 

We encourage people of every political stripe to get to the polls or return 
your absentee ballot for the Aug. 2 primary election. We have one last chance 
to crush the remnants of the Trumpian plague before it comes roaring back in 
2024 and gains a permanent foothold in our nation’s political milieu. Please do 
your part to make sure we don’t turn back the clock and put our democracy at 
risk once again.

Have something to say about a local issue or an item that appeared in our pages? Now you have two ways to sound off:
 1.) Write a letter to the editor.
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 2.) Write a guest column. Contact Berl Schwartz for more information: publisher@lansingcitypulse.com or (517) 999-5061. (Please include your name, address    
 and telephone number so we can reach you. Keep letters to 250 words or fewer. City Pulse reserves the right to edit letters and columns.)
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Lansing Board of Water & Light 
general manager Dick Peffley is start-
ing to have some real problems on his 
hands, even though he refuses to look 
down and acknowledge that he’s still 
holding them.

State environmental records 
released in January revealed that 
Peffley has known for nearly two 
years about dangerous chemical 
contamination leaking from the large 
toxic coal ash ponds that surround 
the Erickson Power Station in Delta 
Township — which for decades may 
have also poisoned nearby drinking 
water supplies feeding private wells 
and municipal systems.

High levels of lithium, boron, TDS 
and molybdenum have been leaching 
from the three ponds since 2020 and 
still neither BWL nor state regulators 
knows how long the problem has 
existed — though the plant, which is 
off Canal Road in Eaton County, has 
operated the ponds since 1974. 

When City Pulse broke that news, 
Peffley and his PR team quickly 
jumped into action — except the 
damage control wasn’t centered on 
assessing environmental and public 
health risks. Instead, it was about 
protecting BWL’s public image.

And that’s simply not the type 
of leadership we need at a publicly 
owned utility company. 

In a January op-ed, Peffley attacked 
City Pulse’s credibility for sounding 
the alarm about the potential for con-
taminated groundwater and drink-
ing water supplies — even outright 
denying that drinking water could 
be contaminated despite experts 
who have suggested otherwise. The 
experts similarly poured cold water 
on BWL’s latest contention that the 
pollution is occurring naturally 

Groundwater feeds drinking water 
supplies. At best, it was unclear then 
whether contaminated groundwater 
was reaching drinking water drawn 
by wells. Meanwhile, utility docu-
ments didn’t show any plans to test 
drinking water and BWL spokes-
woman Amy Adamy was too busy 

building a media firewall around 
Peffley and other top executives 
to answer our questions. She has 
learned well from longtime Lansing 
public relations practitioner Steve 
Serkaian, executive director of public 
affairs at BWL and a holdover from 
the Bernero days.

Instead of an interview, Peffley 
responded only in a polished op-ed 
in which he repeatedly questioned 
assessments from environmental ex-
perts and insisted that drinking water 
is safe and that BWL’s water supplies 
continue to “meet or exceed” all reg-
ulatory safety 
standards.

While tech-
nically true, 
his statements 
completely 
ignored the 
potential for contamination at dozens 
of private wells that provide drinking 
water for hundreds of people near 
Erickson. His statements also didn’t 
offer much acknowledgement that 
a problem even existed, much less 
explain why BWL officials seemed 
to have alerted nobody of the public 
health concerns.

About a month later, without hav-
ing directly addressed any problems, 
the PR campaign continued with the 
announcement that BWL had “proac-

tively” tested six drinking wells in the 
area. It was a sweetheart move for a 
utility company caught in the midst 
of a possible cover up.

Except, it wasn’t. BWL wasn’t pro-
actively doing anything.

The company, instead, had actually 
been ordered by state regulators to 
get a handle on the pollution situa-
tion. Moreover, those reactive results 
spelled out some really bad news: 

BWL only tested six wells. And all of 
them came back for potentially dan-
gerously high levels of boron.

That’s a six for six, Dick. 
Michigan doesn’t set health limits 

on boron in drinking water, though 
groundwater limits of 0.5 mg/L are 

in place. EPA 
also has an 
unenforceable 
“advisory” lim-
it of 6 mg/L 
for adults and 
3 mg/L for 

children. BWL’s well tests detected 
boron levels between 2.48 mg/L and 
4.17 mg/L.

Research shows that boron is 
harmful to plant life at lower levels. 
Boron has also been linked to devel-
opmental and reproductive toxici-
ty, low birth weight and shrunken 
testicles.

Peffley, apparently, hasn’t been 
drinking from those taps. His ballsy 
PR campaign only continues.

EPA documents showed that BWL 

claimed to be in compliance with 
federal coal ash rules, but experts said 
those rules were violated back in 2017 
when BWL failed to test for contam-
ination.

BWL has also repeatedly made 
claims about the investigation 
process that directly contradict 
statements from EGLE. In other in-
stances, Adamy and Peffley have only 
downplayed the issue.

Even BWL Board Chairman 
David Price — someone who should 
definitely be in the know — wasn’t 
informed of the contamination 
problems before January. He was 
told the ponds weren’t contaminating 
groundwater, which was also directly 
contradicted by regulatory docu-
ments.

And when presented with EGLE’s 
statements, Adamy has still insisted 
the agency is wrong.

Meanwhile, Peffley still claims to be 
“proactively” investigating the situa-
tion despite having known about the 
issue at the Erickson Power Station as 
early as April 2020, records showed.

While the state has ordered at least 
another 60 wells to be tested, BWL 
still doesn’t have a handle on the 
pollution plume’s size or location, 
how many drinking water wells are 
contaminated in the nearby vicinity 
or how long its neighbors have been 
sipping on and showering in boron 
water.

From Day One, BWL has not been 
forthcoming about this public health 
calamity — denying our reporters 
an opportunity to conduct basic 
interviews and then failing to answer 
several emailed questions. The latest 
PR tactic seems to be centered on 
simply ignoring City Pulse altogether 
and hoping the problem — or at least 
public awareness of the problem — 
just evaporates.

We’re reluctant to say this next 
statement given the inadequate lead-
ership also tied to his predecessor: 
But if Peffley and the rest of his team 
don’t start prioritizing public safety 
over their public image, then perhaps 
it’s time for him to seriously consider 
resigning from the post.

Maybe Peffley is the problem
Saving our democracy 
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Want to work
for City Pulse?

City Pulse has both full-time and freelance 
opportunities:

� NEWS REPORTER, full time. Are you issue oriented? 
Like to dig and follow the facts? Able to make even dry 
information come alive? A self-starter? Unafraid of 
controversy? To $40,000. Experience necessary. 

� ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR, full time. If you like variety, 
this job is for you: Write, assign and edit stories on all of the arts 
as well new businesses and food. To $40,000. Experience 
necessary. 

� SALES EXECUTIVE, full time. Develop new business through 
outside sales as well as bring back previous advertisers in both 
our print and digital products. Work with one of the most successful 
sales executives in the state.

Also, freelance opportunities reviewing theater and writing 
about the visual arts. 

If you are interested in any of these opportunities, 
email  publisher@lansingcitypulse.com.

CELEBRATE PRIDE
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CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF REGISTRATION

FOR THE TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2022 ELECTION

To the qualified electors of the City of Lansing:

Please take notice that the City of Lansing will hold an Election on Tuesday, August 2, 
2022.

For the purpose of nominating candidates to the following offices:
Governor, U. S. Representative in Congress, State Senator, State Represent-
ative, County Treasurer, County Commissioner, City Council Member Ward 1, 
Delegates to County Convention

For the purpose of voting on the following proposals:
Ingham County: Animal Control Program Operations and Services Funding 
Question, Juvenile Justice Millage Renewal and Restoration Question Renewal
Eaton County: 9-1-1 and Central Dispatch Millage Renewal and Restoration 
Question, Juvenile Millage Renewal and Restoration Question
City: Sale of a Portion of North Cemetery Ballot Question
District Library: Capital Area District Library Ballot Proposal for a District Wide 
Tax
Local School District: Waverly Community Schools Operating Millage Renew-
al Proposal

Any qualified elector who is not already registered, may register to vote at the office of 
their local clerk, the office of their county clerk, a Secretary of State branch office, or 
other designated state agency. Registration forms may be obtained at www.Michigan.
gov/vote and mailed to or dropped off at the office of the of the local clerk. Any qualified 
elector that has a Michigan Driver’s License or Personal ID can also register to vote at 
www.Michigan.gov/vote.  Voters who are already registered may update their voter reg-
istration at www.Michigan.gov/vote.

The last day to register in any manner other than in-person with the Lansing City Clerk’s 
Office is Monday, July 18, 2022.

After this date, anyone who qualifies as an elector may register to vote in person with 
proof of residency (MCL 168.492) at the following locations and times:

Location Address Regular Business 
Hours

Lansing City Clerk –    
City Hall

124 W Michigan Ave
Lansing, MI 48933

Mon - Fri
8am - 5pm

Lansing City Clerk –    
Election Unit

2500 S Washington Ave
Lansing, MI 48910

Mon - Fri
8am - 5pm

Wednesdays
8am - 7pm

Additional times outside of the above listed regular business hours are as follows:

Location Address Additional Hours

Lansing City Clerk –    
City Hall

124 W Michigan Ave
Lansing, MI 48933

Election Day
August 2

7am - 8pm

Lansing City Clerk –    
Election Unit

2500 S Washington Ave
Lansing, MI 48910

Saturday
July 30

10am – 4pm

Sunday
 July 31

noon - 4pm

Election Day
August 2

7am – 8pm
ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS
Any registered voter may request an Absent Voter Ballot.  No reason required.

The Lansing City Clerk’s Office must have a signed application to issue an Absent Voter 
Ballot. Applications are available at the locations referenced in the above table or by 
visiting our website at www.lansingvotes.com.

Monday, August 1, 2022 at 4:00 pm is the deadline to request an absentee ballot except 
for those who register to vote on Election Day. Ballots issued on Monday, August 1, 2022 
must be requested and voted in person at the Lansing City Clerk’s Office, locations ref-
erenced in the above table.

Those registering to vote on Election Day, Tuesday, August 2, 2022, are eligible to re-
ceive an absent voter ballot at the Lansing City Clerk’s Office, locations referenced in the 
above table.

Chris Swope, MMC/MiPMC
Lansing City Clerk 
Phone: 517-483-4131
Email: city.clerk@lansingmi.gov
Website: www.lansingvotes.com   
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope           CP#22-134

Capital Area Transportation Authority 
 Public Meeting Notice

Proposed Service Changes 
Effective Aug. 29, 2022

The Capital Area Transportation Authority will host a series of public meetings to present 
proposed service changes effective Aug. 29, 2022, or later. The following routes and 
services are included in the proposal:

Route 3..............Willow – Lansing Mall
Extend the route west of the Lansing Mall along Saginaw Highway to 
Marketplace Blvd. in Delta Township beginning Oct. 2022 or Jan. 2023.

Route 12............W. Michigan – Waverly – LCC West
Introduce year-round weekday service to Lansing Community College 
West and eliminate the winter, spring and summer breaks schedule be-
ginning Aug. 29, 2022. Weekday shuttle service between Ollie’s and 
LCC West will be provided Aug. 18-26, 2022.

Route 13............Groesbeck Area
Reroute service to Lake Lansing Road between Wood Road and Cool-
idge Road beginning Aug. 29, 2022. Buses would no longer travel into 
Eastwood Towne Center.

Route 20............South Harrison – Jolly – Dunckel
Provide year-round service to MSU’s Spartan Village complex on Harri-
son Road beginning Aug. 29, 2022.

Route 24............East Lansing – E. Lake Lansing Road
Reroute service between East Lansing High School and Hagadorn/Sag-
inaw beginning Jan. 2023, with buses traveling Burcham Road. Service 
on Alton Road would be eliminated. 

Route 26............Abbot – Chandler
Operate weekday service during MSU’s fall and spring semesters at a 
15-minute frequency until 8 p.m. beginning Aug. 29, 2022. Postpone 
resuming Route 26 Late Night service between downtown East Lansing 
and Abbot/Chandler Road (Thursday through Saturday) until Oct. 2022. 

Route 38............Spartan Village 
Eliminate the route, which operates during MSU’s fall and spring se-
mesters, and provide year-round service to Spartan Village on Route 20 
beginning Aug. 29, 2022.

Introduction of Holiday Service
Introduce a new demand-response holiday service to provide curb-to-
curb transportation within the Spec-Tran service area on the seven ma-
jor holidays CATA has typically been closed.  

Spec-Tran Boundary Extension
Extend the Spec-Tran service area into Delta Township so the Spec-
Tran service area continues ¾ of a mile west of the upcoming Route 
3 extension. New boundaries to begin Oct. 2022 or Jan. 2023 with the 
Route 3 service extension.

Details of proposed changes will be available online after June 22 at cata.org/Fal-
l2022updates.  Representatives from CATA will be present at the open-forum public 
meetings listed below. There is no formal presentation planned, which will allow CATA 
staff to meet and interact with attendees on an individual basis. Public comment is wel-
come. The same service information will be available at each meeting, allowing area 
residents to attend any session of their choosing.   

Date Municipality Facility Address Time

Mon. July 18 Delhi Township Community
Services Center

2074 Aurelius Rd., 
Holt

6 – 7:30 p.m.

Thurs. July 21 City of Lansing,
Lansing and East 

Lansing
Townships

Former Sears Building,
Frandor Shopping 

Center

3131 E. Michigan 
Ave., Lansing

6 – 7:30 p.m.

Fri. July 22 Meridian
Township

Central Fire
Department

5000 Okemos Rd., 
Okemos

6 – 7:30 p.m.

All facilities are served by CATA fixed routes and Spec-Tran for the duration of each 
meeting. Spec-Tran rides must be reserved by 5 p.m. the evening before the session you 
plan to attend. If you require special accommodations, please contact CATA Customer 
Experience at 517-394-1000 with your request. CATA will make every attempt to provide 
reasonable accommodations requested by Friday, July 16, 2022.

If you are unable to attend a meeting but would like to provide input, visit cata.org/
Fall2022updates, email your comments to marketing@cata.org or write us as at the 
following address:

Fall 2022 Service Changes Feedback
Capital Area Transportation Authority

Attn: Marketing Department
4615 Tranter Street, Lansing, MI 48910

You may also call our hotline at 517-999-2549 between 6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. during 
scheduled meetings, and a CATA Representative will document your feedback.  Calls will 
not be monitored when meetings are not in session. All comments must be received by 
7:30 p.m. July 22, 2022. Follow us at facebook.com/rideCATA and twitter.com/rideCATA 
for the latest information.         
       CP#22-136
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations for the City of Lansing, City of East Lansing, 
and Charter Township of Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan, and Case No. 22-05-
1554P. The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) solicits technical information or comments on proposed flood hazard determina-
tions for the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), and where applicable, the Flood Insurance 
Study (FIS) report for your community.  These flood hazard determinations may include the 
addition or modification of Base Flood Elevations, base flood depths, Special Flood Hazard 
Area boundaries or zone designations, or the regulatory floodway.  The FIRM and, if appli-
cable, the FIS report have been revised to reflect these flood hazard determinations through 
issuance of a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR), in accordance with Title 44, Part 65 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations.  These determinations are the basis for the floodplain man-
agement measures that your community is required to adopt or show evidence of having 
in effect to qualify or remain qualified for participation in the National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram.  For more information on the proposed flood hazard determinations and information 
on the statutory 90-day period provided for appeals, please visit FEMA’s website at  https://
www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fhm/BFE_Status/bfe_main.asp, or call the FEMA Mapping and 
Insurance eXchange (FMIX) toll free at 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627).

   CP#22-133

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING CITY COUNCIL

PROPOSED SUBSTANTIAL AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY OF EAST LANSING’S 
FISCAL YEAR 2020 AND 2021 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

PROGRAM BUDGETS

The East Lansing City Council of the City of East Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan will 
hold a meeting and public hearing on Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at 7:00PM. This meeting 
and public hearing will be held at the East Lansing Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing. The purpose of the public hearing is to consider the following proposed 
substantial amendments to the City of East Lansing’s Fiscal Year 2020 and 2021 Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program Budgets:

-   FY 20: Reappropriate $23,030 from Capital Area Housing Partnership's Homeownership
   Opportunity Assistance Program to Capital Area Housing Partnership's Homeowner
   Rehabilitation Program.
 - FY 21: Reappropriate $83,820 from a line item for business support to the Stoddard 
   Park Improvement Project.

The public may attend and participate at all meetings in person. Additionally, members of the 
public may participate electronically in all meetings.  Please contact the City Clerk or visit the 
City’s public meeting portal for electronic access information:

Jennifer Shuster – City Clerk
410 Abbot Road

East Lansing, MI 48823
jshuster@cityofeastlansing.com

https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/

The public may view and provide comment on the above substantial amendments during 
the following period: 8:00AM on Wednesday, June 22, 2022- 5:00PM on Tuesday, July 12, 
2022. Comments to the proposed amendments can be addressed to Matt Apostle via email 
(mapostle@cityofeastlansing.com) or mailed to 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823 
C/O Matt Apostle. A document providing context and reasoning behind these substantial 
amendments is posted online at: https://www.cityofeastlansing.com/320/Community-
Development-Block-Grant-Progra

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services must 
contact the City Manager’s Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 319-6920 
(TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at nmostel@cityofeastlansing.com.

This notice is posted in compliance with P.A. 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and published in compliance with the 
City of East Lansing’s CDBG Citizen Participation Plan.

    Jennifer Shuster
    City Clerk           CP#22-135  

STATE OF MICHIGAN, INGHAM COUNTY PROBATE COURT - NOTICE TO CREDITORS, Decedent's 
Estate. Case No. 22-504-DE. Estate of Gary Steven Tuma. Date of birth: 09-04-1952. TO ALL 
CREDITORS: NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent, Gary Steven Tuma, died 03-02-2022. Creditors 
of the decedent are notified that all claims against the estate will be forever barred unless presented to 
Margaret Elizabeth Billig, personal representative, or to both the probate court at 313 W. Kalamazoo, 
Lansing, MI 48933 and the personal representative within 4 months after the date of publication of this 
notice. 6-16-2022. Margaret Elizabeth Billig, 2635 E. Mt. Hope Ave., Lansing, MI 48910. 517-930-0720.  
                       
        CP#22-137

Tinder for HVAC Tinder for HVAC 

Both of these furnaces are brand new. 
Which one do you swipe right on?
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517.999.999               
sales@acd.net             

1800 N Grand River Ave Lansing, MI

ACCELERATING

MID-MICHIGAN

BUSINESS SINCE 1992

ACCELERATING

MID-MICHIGAN

BUSINESS SINCE 1992



City Pulse • June 22, 2022 	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 13

POLITICS

By KYLE MELINN 
Ingham County voters can start 

voting absentee this week for the Aug. 
2 primary election …  if you remember 
that there's a primary. 

The door-knocking and campaign 
mail and yard signs we've come to 
expect with contest-
ed gubernatorial and 
legislative primaries 
are hit and miss, to be 
kind. 

We're all voting in 
new congressional, 
state Senate and state 
House districts. Most of 
the districts don't feature an incum-
bent.  

Yet, with few exceptions, long-
time political observer Bill Ballenger 
conceded, "There hasn't been a damn 
thing!" as far as political activity. 

The turmoil and confusion over the 
new legislative districts and whether 
they'd withstand judicial challenge led 
to late decision-making, he said. 

That's led to little opportunity to 
fundraise. That's led to limited oppor-
tunity to organize and put together 
the type of door-knocking and activity 
we're used to in the Capital City. 

Is anyone paying attention? 
The August primary election approaches 

Emblematic of the situation is the 
Republicans' fluid gubernatorial race, 
where half of the 10-candidate field of 
"political amateurs" was kicked off the 
ballot for falling victim to widespread 
petition fraud. 

A few political newcomers didn't 
qualify for the ballot locally. Those who 
did qualify got 
into the race 
relatively late. 

In the opin-
ion of former 
Ingham County 
Commissioner 
Thomas Mor-
gan — himself 
a commission 
candidate on 
Lansing’s south 
side: “People  
are exhausted." 

"They're 
exhausted from 
the pandemic. 
They're exhaust-
ed dealing with 
misinformation 
that's been put 
out there by 
extremists in 

the GOP. It's just been a long couple 
of years, and a lot of people can't take 
it anymore. They don't want to get 
involved. It's unfortunate and under-
standable.  

"They're throwing their hands up 
in the air and saying, 'Fuck it. I'm too 
tired.'" 

For Republi-
cans, the name of 
the game is the 
governor's race, 
but recent poll-
ing has shown 
around 50% are 
undecided. For-
mer Detroit Po-
lice Chief James 
Craig is running 
as a write-in can-
didate. "Quality 
Guru" may be 
following suit. 

The candidate 
with the most 
support in two 
recent polls is 
Ryan Kelley, 
whose antics, 
captured on 
videotape, during 

the Jan. 6 U.S. Capitol riots earned 
him four federal misdemeanor charges 
this month. 

There's a contested state Senate 
race in the new East Lansing/Merid-
ian Township/Clinton County on the 
Republican side, but the Democrat-
ic nominee is likely Sam Singh, the 
former state House minority leader 
and East Lansing mayor running with 
token opposition. 

 The Independent Citizens Redis-
tricting Commission reduced the num-
ber of districts that included portions 
of Lansing from five to two.

The long-awaited Singh-Rep. Sarah 
Anthony state Senate race is not hap-
pening. Anthony has her own seat in 
the new 21st District, which is most 
of Lansing and Eaton County. She has 
no primary and only token Republican 
opposition in the fall. 

The action for Democrats is in the 
state House, where Democrats likely 
will win out all five Lansing area seats 
after the Dem primaries are settled in 
the three contested races. 

Outside of the Penelope Tser-
noglou-Emily Stivers race in the new 
East Lansing/Meridian Township/

How to find your districts 

Whatever else redistricting may have 
accomplished, it has created confusion. The 
quickest and easiest way for voters to verify 
which congressional and state legislative 
district they now reside in is to visit the web 
pages at which the Independent Citizens Re-
districting Commission posted its final maps.  

Once there, voters can type in their address 
in the search bar at the top left of the screen. 

The congressional map link is: https://
michigan.mydistricting.com/legdistricting/com-
ments/plan/279/23 

The state Senate map link is: 
https://michigan.mydistricting.com/legdis-

tricting/comments/plan/281/23 
The state House map link is: 
https://michigan.mydistricting.com/legdis-

tricting/comments/plan/280/23 
Also, voters can visit the secretary of state's 

website at https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/Public-
Ballot/Index to see the issues on your ballot. 

KYLE MELINN 
See Primary, Page 15
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Don Keskey
For 

State Representative
75th District – Democrat

Assistant Attorney General Don Keskey working with 
Attorney General Frank J. Kelley (1973-1998)

Paid for by Friends of Don Keskey, 333 Albert Ave, Suite 425, East Lansing, MI  48823, donkeskey2022@gmail.com  •  Carol Dane, Treasurer

Career

Veteran   Vietnam War Veteran (1970) and US Naval Reserve (1968 - 1974), Active Duty (1969 - 1970)

Public Servant  Michigan Assistant Attorney General and an Assistant Attorney General in Charge (1973 - 1998)

Public Law Attorney    Private Practice focusing on economic development; broadband initiatives in rural areas;
                                        representing utility customer groups in utility and renewable energy cases (1998 - present)

Small Business Owner  Principal Member, Public Law Resource Center, PLLC, East Lansing (2009 - present)

Homeowner and            Homeowner in East Lansing and Haslett since 1975; condo board member/
Board Member             President (93 condos in Haslett - 15 years; 28 condos in Haslett - 10 years)

Legal Experience  Don Keskey from 1973 to the present has prepared and argued numerous cases before
                                     state and federal agencies, including the Michigan Public Service Commission, the
                                     Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the Federal Communications Commission, the
                                      Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and state and federal courts, including State District and
                 Circuit Courts, the Michigan Court of Appeals and Michigan Supreme Court, 
    the United States Courts of Appeal, and the United States Supreme Court, and has 
    testified on behalf of Michigan and its utility ratepayers before the United States Congress

Education                   Northern Michigan University - BA (1968)
                                     University of Michigan Law School - J.D. Law (1973)
                                       Michigan State University - MBA (2005)

Issues and positions

Infrastructure   Promote improved roads, renewable energy, high-speed broadband, cost-effective and reliable
    utilities, enhanced transportation development

Public education  Promote and support public education

Public safety   Enhance public safety, including security in schools and in other public gatherings

Economic   Promote economic development and expansion; focus on state strategies to address
Development   inflationary impacts

Environmental  Support clean air and water and combat pollution of natural resources, ensure safe public
Protection   water resources, promote conservation programs

Climate change  Promote renewable energy and customer distributed generation; energy efficiency

Personal Medical  Support Roe v Wade principles and personal medical decisions and privacy
rights

Voter rights   Expand citizen participation and oppose voter suppression

«your KEY to the HOUSE»
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ELECT
Brooke LOCKE
for County Commissioner District 15

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Brooke Locke,
223 E. Grand River Ave. Apt. 2, Williamston, MI 48895.

1/12

Clinton County 75th District, the pri-
maries have been relatively low-energy 
affairs. 

Even the Ingham County Board 
of Commissioners’ primary races are 
falling under the radar as observers see 
a very real scenario where no African 
Americans end up on the 15-member 
board come 2023. 

The Lansing City Councilmember 
Brian Daniels needs his appointment 
to the post verified by the voters of the 
First Ward, but his two opponents ar-
en't engaged in widespread direct voter 
engagement. 

With that backdrop, below is a 
breakdown of primary election races 
that seem competitive at this point: 

Governor Governor 

James Craig, 65, a 
Detroit Republican, is the 
former Detroit police chief 
of eight years, originally 

brought into the job by 
then-Emergency Man-
ager Kevyn Orr in the 

Gov. Rick Snyder administration. A 
Cass Tech High School product, Craig 
retired after 28 years with the Los 
Angeles Police Department at the rank 
of Captain III in 2009. 

From there, he became the police 
chief for Portland, Maine, for a couple 
years before moving to the Cincin-
nati Police and becoming the police 
chief there. He received his bachelor's 

in business management from West 
Coast University and a master's in 
management and business administra-
tion from the University of Phoenix. 

Craig was disqualified from appear-
ing on the primary ballot May 27 but is 
running as a write-in candidate. 

Tudor Dixon, 44, a 
Muskegon Republican, is 
a conservative television 
host of an afternoon pro-
gram for America’s Voice 
News. She also works in 
the radio news business. 

Previously, the married mother of four 
and cancer survivor was the co-found-
er of Lumen Student News, a product 
designed to share news with middle 
and high school students with a bent 
toward "reinforcing traditional Ameri-
can values." 

From June 2002 until June 2017, 
Dixon worked off and on in the steel 
industry, mostly in sales. The Chica-
go-area native did take some years off 
within that window to raise her kids. 
Dixon received her bachelor's in psy-
chology in 1998. 

Ryan D. Kelley, 39, an 
Allendale Republican, is a 
real estate agent with Nu-
Con Realty and an Allen-
dale Township planning 
commissioner. He also 
produces vlogs that he'll 
put on YouTube through 

his company, "The Kelly Krew." He is 
the "founding father" of the American 
Patriot Council, a group that gath-
ered online signatures for the arrest 
of Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, Attorney 
General Dana Nessel and Secretary 

of State Jocelyn Benson for actions 
taken to control COVID-19. 

Kelley attended the Jan. 6 protests 
outside the U.S. Capitol, although 
Kelley said he left before things be-
came destructive. Kelley and his wife, 
Tabitha, have five children. 

Ralph Rebandt, 62, a 
Farmington Hills Repub-
lican, is the lead pastor 
for Oakland Hills Com-
munity Church in Farm-
ington Hills. He serves as 
chaplain for state and lo-
cal police organizations, 

including the Michigan Association of 
Chiefs of Police and the Southeastern 
Michigan Chiefs of Police. 

He serves on the board of the Farm-
ington Hills Crime Prevention Adviso-
ry Committee and is a member of the 
Farmington Hills S.A.F.E., an organi-
zation dedicated to suicide awareness. 
He also is a member of Farmington 
Families in Action. 

At the national level, Rebandt is a 
member of the Board of Governors 
for the Council of National Policy. On 
the state level, he served as religious 
adviser on Gov. John Engler's Sex and 
Drugs Education Task Force. Before 

becoming a pastor, he 
worked in construction, a 
collision shop and for the 
United Parcel Service. 

Kevin Rinke, 60, a 
Bloomfield Hills Re-
publican, works with 

Centria Healthcare, which provides 
autism therapy to children across the 
country. Prior to this experience, Rinke 
bought Cassell & Associates, which is a 
rehabilitation workplace for those with 
traumatic brain injuries. The company 
became the largest company of its kind 
and Rinke sold it a national service 
provider. 

Rinke started his career working for 
his family’s automotive business, where 
he picked up trash, cleaned customer 
restrooms and washed cars. After grad-
uating from Michigan State University 
in 1983, he joined the Rinke Auto-
motive Group as a full-time member 
and eventually became the head of the 
company. He and his wife of 25 years 
have three children. 

Garrett Soldano, 43, a 
Mattawan Republican, is 
a chiropractor, small busi-
ness owner, public speak-
er and author of "God's 
True Law, a parent's 
guide to raising success-
ful children." In 2020, he 

became a leader of the 386,000-mem-
ber Facebook group Michiganders 
Against Excessive Quarantine, which 
sought to pressure the governor to end 
her administration's orders that were 
designed to slow COVID-19 spread. 

Earlier in life, Soldano was most 
valuable player for the Western 
Michigan University football team. He 
signed a free agent contract with the 
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Chicago Bears, but was cut before the 
season began. He and his wife, Jenni-
fer, have two sons. 

Commentary: Rinke pledged to 
spend up to $10 million of his own 
money to win this primary, but that 
hasn't translated into overwhelming 
success in the polls. He's run the most 
traditional campaign with a statewide 
bus tour, but he lacks organic enthusi-
asm behind his campaign. Kelley and 
Soldano have that, but neither of them 
has much money. 

Soldano is riding his anti-COVID 
lockdown organization for everything 
he can. Kelley's dissatisfaction with 
government runs much deeper. Dixon 
has all the tools to be a quality candi-
date, but even the Chamber of Com-
merce, Right to Life and DeVos family 
endorsements haven't pushed her 
beyond the mid-single digits. 

Craig was the only candidate with 
built-in name ID, but he's now run-
ning a write-in effort. With absentee 
voting starting soon, anybody who says 
this isn't a jump ball has a dog in the 
race. 

State Senate, Republican 
primary, District 28 

(East Lansing, Meridian Township) 

Madhu Anderson, an East Lansing 
Republican, is the director of govern-

ment relations at The Na-
ture Conservancy, prior 
to which she served as the 
deputy director for both 
the Michigan Agency for 
Energy and the Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Quality. 

Anderson ran to represent the 93rd 
House district in 2018, losing in the 
primary. Along with raising three 
children in Bath Township, Anderson 
served as former Gov. John Engler's 
deputy state treasurer. 

Anderson was born in India and 
immigrated to the United States as 
a child, choosing to become a citizen 
as a young adult. The University of 
California, Berkeley graduate holds an 
undergraduate degree in political sci-
ence. She earned her master’s in public 
policy from the Gerald R. Ford School 
at the University of Michigan. 

Daylen Howard, 26, 
an Owosso Republican, 
works in retail sales. How-
ard has attended classes at 
American University. 

He was the assistant 
manager at JB Robinson 

Jewelers until the store shutdown 
during the COVID pandemic, which 
he said was a driving reason for him 
to file to run. The first-time candidate 
also interned for a state senator's office 
while in high school. 

Howard has been involved in politics 
since he was five, working as a volun-
teer for various candidates for office. 

Sam Singh, 50, an East Lansing 

Democrat, is the chief 
executive officer at Public 
Policy Associates, Inc. 
and former House mi-
nority leader. Singh also 
served three terms on the 

East Lansing City Council. 
In 2005, he was elected as 

the youngest mayor in the history of 
East Lansing at that time. 

He was the president and CEO of 
the Michigan Nonprofit Association 
from April 1997 to July 2007 and 
senior consultant at the New Economy 
Initiative from June 2009 to Novem-
ber 2012. Prior to obtaining an array of 
leadership positions, Singh graduated 
from Michigan State University in 
1994, where he studied economics and 
religious studies and earned a bache-
lor's degree in history. 

The married father of one served on 
the boards of more than 20 organiza-
tions, such as the Capital Area United 
Way, Lansing Refugee Development 
Center and the Michigan Municipal 
League. 

Muhammad Rais, 
47, a Dewitt Democrat, 
is a doctor at McLaren 
Greater Lansing Hospital 
and specializes in family 
medicine. He received 

his medical degree from 
Nishtar Medical College and has been 
in practice for more than 20 years. 
He did his residency at Loyola Uni-
versity and Forest Park Hospital. The 
Pakistan native did his medical school 
training at Nishtar Medical School in 

Pakistan. A DeWitt resident for over 13 
years, Rais is married with three kids. 
He's volunteered with several different 
charities including food banks. 

Rais ran for the state House in 
2020, losing to Rep. Graham Filler 
63% to 37%. 

Commentary: The conventional wis-
dom has the Republican winner here 
being eaten for lunch by Sam Singh, 
who has nominal opposition in the 
primary. But with elections becoming 
more national in focus over the last few 
years, and inflation/gas prices emerg-
ing as a central focus among voters, 
nothing can be taken for granted in 
this 55% Democratic base seat. 

Michigan Chamber-endorsed 
Anderson has a long resume in state 
government while Howard is a relative 
newcomer to the political and policy 
scene, who nabbed the endorsement 
of the Freedom Fund. Whether he can 
translate early enthusiasm into votes 
will be the question. 

State House, Democratic 
primary, District 74 

Rep. Kara Hope, 47, 
a Holt Democrat, is a 
second-term House 
member who began work 
as a pre-hearing attorney 

in the Michigan Court of 
Appeals. Following that, she worked 
as a defense attorney before going on 
to teach as an adjunct professor back 
at Cooley Law School, and eventual-
ly started her solo practice in 2015, 
specializing in family law. Hope began 
considering serving her community 
in a political capacity and ran for the 
Ingham County Board of Commission-
ers in 2012, where she served until her 
election to the House. 

Albert L. Kelley Jr., 72, 
a Lansing Democrat, is 
the senior pastor at the 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Original Church of God, 
a post he’s held for the 
last 24 years. He grew 

up in Lansing and attended Lansing 
public schools. After high school, he 
took a few classes at Lansing Commu-
nity College and worked at the General 
Motor Fisher Body Plant for 37 years. 
He joined the U.S. Air Force for four 
years, reaching the rank of sergeant 
and receiving an honorable discharge. 

He and his wife have been married 
for 42 years. They have four adult 
sons and eight grandchildren. He 
is a member of the Greater Lansing 
Clergy Forum, which is made up of 23 
different churches and denominations. 
At the forum, he heads up the social 
justice group. 

Carlee Knott, 27, a Holt 
Democrat, has been work-
ing for U.S. Sen. Gary 
Peters, D-Mich., for a year 
and a half. Prior to that, 
she spent five months 
as a graduate teaching 

assistant at the University of Southern 
California. She also spent four months 
as a legislative analyst intern for the 
Senate Fiscal Agency. Knott attended 
the University of Michigan, where she 
earned her Bachelor of Arts in political 
science. 

The product of Holt Public Schools, 
she then attended the USC Sol Price 
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School of Public Policy and earned her 
master’s in public policy analysis. 

From 2019-2020, Knott was di-
rector of finance for Price Women & 
Allies, a student organization that is 
committed to fostering a diverse com-
munity at USC for women, transgen-
der, non-conforming gender, non-bi-
nary folks and their allies. 

Commentary: Hope picked up Lan-
sing’s entire southern half, from the 
Grand River to Interstate 96. That’s 
good news in that it means a Republi-
can has no shot on a good day. It’s bad 
news in that her expanded Lansing 
district attracted a pair of Lansing 
candidates — one with some political 
experience in Knott and another with 
deep community connections in Kelley. 
Lansing is now 68.6% of Hope’s dis-
trict. Her current 67th House District 
is 19.5% Lansing. 

Delhi remains about 30% of her 
district, meaning about half of the 74th 
is new territory for Hope. Roughly 
35% of the district consists of voters 
from an ethnic minority. Local political 
observers haven't seen anything from 
Kelley or Knott, as of yet. 

State House, Democratic 
primary, District 75 

Don Keskey, 75, a 
Haslett Democrat, has 
over 48 years of legal 
experience, including his 
time as the CEO of Public 
Law Resource Center. 
He's been endorsed by the 
Michigan Farm Bureau. 

Emily Stivers, 40, an 
Ingham County Dem-
ocrat, is an Ingham 
County commissioner 
who worked as the social 
media coordinator for 

the House Democratic Caucus. She's 
also served on the Meridian Township 
Zoning Board of Appeals and Planning 
Commission. The open bisexual is the 
mother of two. 

She has a master's degree from the 
University of Michigan's Ford School 
and a bachelor's degree from Michi-
gan State University's James Madison 
College. Her professional experience 
includes the United Nations Foun-
dation and EduGuide, an education 
organization helping students develop 
social and emotional skills for long-
term success in college and careers. 
During the Great Recession, she started 
her own company to help low-income 
homeowners avoid foreclosure. 

Penelope Tsernoglou, 
42, an East Lansing Dem-
ocrat, has been an Ingham 
County commissioner for 
the last 12 years. She also 
runs Practical Political 
Consulting, the voter in-
formation service founded 

by Mark Grebner and Mark Fox. The 
Southfield native has worked as an 
advocate for victims of domestic vio-
lence at EVE (End Violent Encounters) 
Inc. in Lansing.  She’s also worked as 
a court-appointed attorney for indi-
gent defendants and juveniles in both 
Ingham and Eaton counties.    

She obtained degrees in psychology 
and sociology from the University of 
Michigan, where she played trumpet 
in the marching band.  She obtained 
her law degree from the Detroit Col-
lege of Law and ran for the House in 
2018. The attorney of 17 years is the 
third vice chair of the Ingham County 
Democratic Party. She is married with 
one child. 

Commentary: The redistricting 
commission created a second Demo-
cratic district out of East Lansing and 
Meridian Township by cutting the two 
communities in half down Grand River 
Avenue. Michigan State University and 
Okemos was put in 73rd. All of the 
student neighborhoods and Haslett 
was put in the 75th. It sets up a second 
chance at the House for Tsernoglou, 
who was edged out by now-Rep. Julie 
Brixie 47.5% to 36.6%. She’s gobbling 
up plenty of local endorsements, but 
Stivers has Brixie’s support and that of 
a few other local officials. 

Still, the biggest piece of this district 
in a General Election is not East 
Lansing (23%) or Meridian Township 
(28%). It’s Clinton Township (33%), 
where only the sole Republican can-
didate, Chris Stewart of Bath, resides. 
Both candidates are spending money 
on mailers and TV ads. Tsernoglou is 
knocking a lot of doors, which she did 
in 2016, as well. 

State House, Democratic 
primary, District 77

Logan Byrne, 27, a 
DeWitt Democrat, was 
appointed in January 
to serve on the Clinton 
County Zoning Board of 
Appeals. This is his first 
run for elective office. 

An attorney, most of Byrne's work 
has been for social justice causes 
he’s passionate about, including the 
Michigan Coalition to End Domestic 
and Sexual Violence and a variety of 
immigration nonprofits, including the 
St. Vincent Catholic Charities Immi-
gration Law Clinic while he was in law 
school. In San Francisco, he worked for 
the Immigrant Legal Resource Center. 
Byrne works for the Genesee County 
Circuit Court as a judicial advisory 
assistant. 

Emily Dievendorf, 44, a 
Lansing Democrat, is the 
former executive direc-
tor of Equality Michigan 
and a 2015 Lansing City 
Council candidate. She 
has been an adjunct 

faculty instructor at Olivet College for 

three and a half years and the founding 
operator of Village Strategies LLC for 
seven years. 

Dievendorf is on the Michigan Ad-
visory Committee for the U.S. Com-
mission on Civil Rights. She previously 
worked as a community organizer for 
Michigan Voice. Dievendorf earned his 
bacholor’s in social relations and public 
policy at MSU. Last year, she blew the 
whistle on the strong sexual overtones 
coming out of a Lansing public rela-
tions firm. 

Jon Horford, 30, a 
Lansing Democrat, is 
a former Grand Ledge 
High School basketball 
standout who played and 
attended the University
of Michigan. He received 

his bachelor’s degree at U of M and his 
master's from the University of Flori-
da. He also played professionally in the 
G-League for the Canton Charge and
the Grand Rapids Drive.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer appointed 
Horford to the Michigan Black Leader-
ship Advisory Council Health Commit-
tee in April 2021. Horford and his wife 
own some rental property and run an 
app called Blueprint Athletes, which 
provides workouts and drills to help 
athletes improve their basketball skills. 

Commentary: Horford is starting 
to gobble up the union endorsements, 
while political observers are waiting to 
see if Dievendorf can bring the energy 
she brought in her City Council race. 
Byrne is bringing some energy out of 
Clinton County, but the bulk of the 
votes are coming out of Lansing north 
of the Grand River. Roping Grand 
Ledge into this district helps Horford, 
even if it is only about 4,500 voters. 
DeWitt is shifting more and more blue.  

Ingham County Commission 
races 

District 5 (Democratic) — Manuel 
Delgado Jr., the son of the former 
commissioner, may have a leg up in 
terms of name ID than young Myles 

Johnson, who is hoping to 
succeed Derrell Slaughter 
in a Black-majority dis-
trict but was slow getting 
out of the gate. 

District 13 (Democratic) — Environ-
mental toxicologist and Stivers-backed 
Amy Salisbury could conceivably 
win, even though she won't be able to 
serve, since she won't be living in the 
district due to a personal change in 
her situation. That opens the door for 

21-year-old MSU grad-
uate student Graham
Diedrich. 

District 15 (Democrat-
ic) — Jordan Davis, exec-

utive director of the Capital 
Area IT Council, and real 
estate agent Brooke Locke 
are running 
for the Dem-
ocratic nom-
ination, but 
the Repub-

lican, Monica Schafer, 
may have 
political wind at her back. 
She's been working doors 
for more than a month 
and is already known in 
Williamston for her past 

activity on the transgender issue. 

Lansing City Council 
Iraq War veteran  Brian 

Daniels runs the new 
boxing and fitness studio, 
Empower Lansing, and 
got the nod 
from the 
Lansing City 

Council after Brandon 
Betz left. Ryan Kost's cru-
sade to clean up Lansing 
is admirable, but whether 
that translates into a successful council 
race is the question mark.  

D. Taft is the same Rev.
DeMarco Taft whose best 
known for the flashy attire 
he wore while campaign-
ing in downtown Lansing 
and along Saginaw Street 
for the Lansing City

Council last year. 
The two top vote-getters will face 

each other in the General Election.

(Kyle Melinn of the Capitol News 
Service MIRS is a political columnist 
for City Pulse.) 
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By SARAH SPOHN 
 Bar crawls sound like fun to begin 

with, but they always leave you the 
worse for wear. A Creative Crawl has the 
opposite effect — the more stops you 
make, the more energized, inspired and 
enlightened you get. What, exactly, is a 
creatives crawl? Lansing is about to find 
out: Makers and artists are joining forc-
es to celebrate the creative community 
with the first-ever 2022 Capital City 
Creatives Crawl on Saturday (June 25). 

Event organizer Sara Pulver said the 
idea for this citywide art studio and 
driveway sale event came at the begin-
ning of the pandemic, when many festi-
vals and markets were canceled and art-
ists lost thousands of dollars in income. 
Pulver, an illustrator and designer, no-
ticed that in other cities, artists opened 
up their driveways and studios, inviting 
people into their space and coming to-
gether as a community.  

“I thought it would be a perfect fit for 
Lansing, as we have such an incredible 
community of creatives here,” Pulver 
said. Armed with a background in arts 
administration and her own work as a 
professional artist, Pulver set about or-
ganizing an all-ages, accessible event for 
local artists. She not only knew what 
she wanted to do — she knew what she 
wanted to avoid. 

“A lot of shows 
and markets can 
have barriers to 
access — booth 
fees, hosting 
site, travel fees, 
a jury panel 
that is focused 
on educational 

background,” she said. She invited local 
artists to sign up for free and offered to 
host artists without traditional spaces 
or studios at nearby businesses. 

The event spans 20 local venues 
across the greater Lansing area, encour-
aging people to shop locally. Some art-
ists are opening up their home studios, 
some are hauling their wares into their 
driveways in yard sale fashion and oth-
ers are showcasing their work in a pop-
up style at local businesses like Cedar 
Street Art Collective, Vintage Junkies, 
and Capital Hippie. 

Locations include Cedar Street Art Col-
lective, Debbie Carlos Studio & GRAM-
MAR, Sadsquatch, Sunset Clay Studio, 
MexOne Creative, Dennis Preston, The 

Artist’s Umbrella, Dear Ollie & SarahJean 
Sews, Capital Hippie, Downy Tree Art, Ari 
Franklin Paints & Elizabeth Vickers, REO 
Town Marketplace, and Vintage Junkies.  

Cedar Street Art Collective’s goal in 
joining the Creatives Crawl is twofold, 
according to Annie 
Signs, co-founder and 
operations director: to 
exhibit and promote 
emerging and profes-
sional artists in the area 
and to recognize the 
existing building’s rich 
history of opportunities 
for artists.  

The collective has 
housed local artists in 
full working studios 
since 2016. “Cedar 
Street Art Collective has 
been operating for over 
five years and has cul-
turally impacted many 
visitors and, most im-
portantly, some of our 
neighbors in the Baker 
Neighborhood,” Signs 
said. “This event gives 
us the opportunity to 
show the community 
what a great resource 

we have here in South Lansing.” 
Special guest Jacob McCormick, who 

chairs the Ingham County Histori-
cal Commission, will join present and 
former resident artists at a historical 
marker unveiling event in front of the 
collective’s 1929 building at 1 p.m., in 
conjunction with the Creatives Crawl.  

Andrew D. Sandstedt, Collective 
co-founder and creative director, is act-
ing as both a site host and artist. He 
hopes that after visiting these studios 
and workspaces, visitors will feel a sense 
of wonder and appreciation of what it 
takes to produce art. 

“I’m hoping the public will also gain a 
deeper respect for the artist community 
here in Lansing and the depth of talent 
they will get to experience up close,” he 
said. “I believe that art appreciation and 
creative impact happens in a commu-
nity when people are educated on the 
‘how’ of the art, not just the finished 
product.” 

Sandstedt said patrons, collectors 
and consumers of art aren’t just buying 
a pretty painting, but “a story, a ‘why’ of 
that artist. An event like this will help 
foster those critical personal connec-
tions.” 

Kaity Hemgesberg, a.k.a. Sadsquatch, 
is a local artist who makes stickers, 
cards and prints.  

“The Creatives Crawl offers a low-

stakes way for anyone to put their 
artwork in front of the community,” 
Hemgesberg said. Sadsquatch will be 
setting up her art and hosting two other 
confirmed artists, Waxxwitch and Jam-
Katz, at her home at 216 W. Gier St.  

The Creatives Crawl is a way for art 
lovers to nurture a growing creative 
community while buying from local 
artists. Hemgesberg encourages people 
to stop by. “If you've ever wished Lan-
sing could be more like Ferndale, Grand 
Rapids, Ann Arbor, etc., it starts with 
supporting the local artists and shops 
that make our city unique,” she said. 
“Lansing has a real shot to be viewed as 
a city of creatives, makers, and artists. 
With every event like this, that reputa-
tion grows, and I think it inspires others 
locally to venture into the creative realm 
as well.” 

Pulver hopes the event becomes a re-
curring gig for artists and art apprecia-
tors alike.  

“This is an event hosted by the artists, 
the creators, the makers themselves,” 
she said. “It's a unique opportunity to 
see their work exactly as they want it to 
be seen. The fact that folks will be tra-
versing across town is an added bonus 
— so easy to swing in and grab lunch at 
your favorite local restaurant, snag an 
ice cream cone, enjoy a walk downtown, 
and more.”
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Courtesy image 

(Left) Colleen Conrad (WaxxWitch) and Kaity 
Hemgesberg (Sadsquatch) are participating artists at 
the 2022 Capital City Creatives Crawl. Here, they are 
shown at Art Feast in Old Town. 

2022 Capital City 
Creatives Crawl  

Greater Lansing area  
Saturday, June 25, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. 
Map: bit.ly/2022CCmap 

Crawling with artists  
Citywide event showcases art in its native habitat

Photo by Jennifer Berggren.  

Local illustrator and designer Sara 
Pulver organized the first-ever 2022 
Capital City Creatives Crawl. 

Courtesy image 

A sculpture by artist Andrew D. 
Sandstredt, co-founder and creative direc-
tor of Cedar Street Art Collective, where 
he and other artists will have work for sale.
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By SARA SPOHN 
For Taste Coffee Co., the first step to 

any menu item is high-quality ingredi-
ents. General manager Molly Vander-
wey said her family’s business focuses 

on made-from-
scratch menu 
items. 

“The excel-
lence of our 
product is really 
important to us,” 
Vanderwey said. 
“Of course, our 
name is Taste, 
and we need to 
live up to our 
name. We’re very 
committed to 
keeping things 
tasting excellent, 
and that starts 
with high quality 
products.” 

Taste is across 
from Jackson National Life, just south 
of I-96, making it a convenient loca-
tion for many, said Vanderwey. “People 
hear Mason and think, ‘Oh, that’s far 
out there,’ but we’re really just off of the 

highway. People have been enjoying the 
fact that they can get here easily from 
just about anywhere.” 

The space was formerly Country 
House Catering (and before that the 
Golden Rose Restaurant) 
before the Vanderwey 
family transformed the 
building into a coffee shop 
and event venue. The 
shop showcases baristas 
at the forefront making 
drinks at the espresso ma-
chine, several different in-
door seating areas, and an 
outdoor tent with picnic 
tables, Adirondack chairs 
and more. The event 
room is available for busi-
ness-related rentals for 60 
to 100 people, but if not 
in use, is also a seating op-
tion for customers.  

“We would like to call it 
warm and inviting,” Van-
derwey said. “Hospitality is one of our 
top most passions at Taste.” 

All syrups and flavors for lattes are 
made in-house, using real vanilla beans, 
honey, cinnamon and maple. All lattes 

are available hot or iced. “We make our 
own chai concentrate,” Vanderwey said. 
“We start with whole spices, and we 
grind them ourselves. It’s very flavorful 
and not sugary and artificial.” 

The shop also offers a variety of teas, 
with three current options: masala chai, 
jasmine green and Earl Grey, in addi-
tion to the classics like house espres-
sos, cappuccinos, Americano and decaf 

options via its partner roaster, Rowster 
Coffee, of Grand Rapids.  

Vanderwey said the food menu, a 
draw for many customers, sets them 
apart. Her sister, Anneke, is a baker. “She 

trained in a baking school in En-
gland this past summer,” Van-
derwey said proudly. “She makes 
cinnamon rolls, soft pretzels, ev-
erything bagels, chocolate chip 
cookies, lemon blueberry sweet 
bread, challah bread and focac-
cia bread.” 

All food items are baked fresh 
every morning on site, with an 
in-house grain mill and sour-
dough starter. “People love the 
fact that if they come here at 
7:30 or 8 in the morning, then 
your cinnamon roll is still warm 
from the oven. They just taste so 
much better,” Vanderwey said. 

Popular drink items include 
lavender honey latte, iced peach 
green tea, strawberry lemonade 

and hot chocolate for kids. Taste, which 
opened in January and held a grand 
opening celebration on June 4,  plans  to 
offer live music and more baked goods 
and pour-over coffee.
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By CHLOE ALVERSON
Despite its East Lansing location, 

Risky Studios isn’t just for college 
students. Owners Joshua and Alicia 
Southern hope the multimedia pro-
duction studio will serve as a co-work-
ing space for creatives and businesses 
in the area.

Located on the lower level at 301 
M.A.C. Ave., the Southerns found a 
location that is easily accessible from 
Michigan State University and near 
the center of downtown East Lansing. 
Alicia Southern said that their studio 
will be a great 

resource for students who need access 
to things like recording equipment and 
editing software — things that often 
don’t fit into a college dorm room or 
college budget. 

The couple decided to open the pro-
duction studio after Joshua Southern’s 
production company — Risky Music 
Group — had outgrown its various 
locations within their Lansing home.

“With the desire to want to do more 
collaborations, and the opportunity to 
expand, we knew we had to get out of 
the house,” he said. “We’re at a point 
now where we want to share some of 
the wealth with the community.” 

The space features a recording 
booth, an audio production area and 
backdrops for photography opportu-
nities. Even with the small space, a lot 
can be accomplished in Risky Studios. 
The Southerns intend to build a direc-
tory of clients to promote their busi-

nesses as well — a perk that only Risky 
Studios members can enjoy. 

“Those trusted sources we have for 
photography or whatever it is, we want 
to have that business directory to say, 
‘Hey, do you need this? These are the 
people we trust to do those projects for 
you,’” Alicia Southern said. 

Membership packages are fitting for 
creatives who are using the space con-
sistently. For studio services like pod-
casting, photography and the record-
ing studio, there are hourly rates. An 
hour of music production and vocal 
recording starts at $50. The Southerns 
would be present to act as mentors and 
assist clients through the creative pro-
cess. 

The Southerns also plan to rent out 
the studio for small events of 20 people 
or fewer. Alicia Southern described it as 
a “micro-event space” for networking 
events, open mics and study groups. 

“Anybody who is wanting to venture 
off into any creative endeavor that you 
may have, you can get on our website 
and book some time,” Joshua Southern 
said. “Feel free to reach out.” 

Take the risk out of creating at Risky Studios

By CHELSEA PHILLIPS
Impression 5 Science Center is an 

interactive space for children and fam-
ilies to explore and create using all five 
senses. It is conveniently located in 
downtown Lansing, nestled just be-
tween the Riverwalk Theatre and the 
R. E. Olds Transportation Museum. It 
started in East Lansing in 1972 as one 
of the first interactive science museums 
in the country and made the move to its 
current location in 1982.

The center has spaces dedicated for 
newborns and 
beyond, with 
programs like 
D i s c o v e r y 
Time designed 
for children 
as young as 2, 
and the Youth 

Action Council for children fifth grade 
through 12th grade.

Impression 5 Science Center features 
both stationary and traveling exhib-
its. Executive director Erik Larson ex-
plained that proposals for new exhibits 
come from a variety of sources, such as 
members, staff and sponsors.

“Impression 5 has a team in place that 
actually researches and develops, proto-
types and fabricates its own exhibits,” 
Larson said. 

To supplement those exhibits, the 
museum brings in traveling exhibits 

from all over the country. Creating new 
exhibits can take up to two and a half 
years, according to Larson.

“We know our members and visitors 
want to see new exhibits much more 
frequently than that,” he said. 

Along with the delight of celebrating 
50 years of operation this April, Larson 
said there are exciting changes coming. 
One update the museum is looking to 
do would replace the climbing struc-
ture in the First Impression Room — a 
learning space designated for children 
ages birth to 4 years old. There are plans 
to add a second nursing room, which 
will be located on the first floor of the 
science center. Another change will be 
the addition of a café inside the current 
snack and eating area.

Bringing back Member Nights is also 
on the list of upcoming changes, accord-
ing to Larson. He explained that these 
events were “wrapped around a theme 
or opening of an exhibit” and happened 

several times each year prior to the pan-
demic.

Like many organizations and busi-
nesses, Impression 5 Science Center’s 
operations were impacted by the pan-
demic. Previously, Larson said the mu-
seum had around 3,700 members. That 
number dropped by half during the 
pandemic. The museum’s hours were 
also affected.

“Prior to the pandemic, we were open 
six days a week to the public,” Larson 

said. “We were open until 5 o’clock.”
The museum is open to the public 

four days a week with shortened hours. 
The hour adjustment and operation 
days are things the museum continues 
to evaluate as the pandemic continues, 
Larson said.

Sponsors and government programs 
helped Impression 5 during the pan-
demic, but Larson said that the muse-
um is always looking for more volun-
teers and funding for future projects.

Lasting impressions at Impression 5 Science Center

Impression 5 
Science Center
200 Museum Drive, Lansing
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday – Sunday
(517) 485-8116
Impression5.org
$12 non-member admission Courtesy

The First Impression Room is one of the many exhibits at Impression 5 Science 
Center where young children can safely play and explore.

This occa-
sional 
feature 
highlights 
events and 
milestones 
at local 
nonprof-
its. If you 
would like to 

submit a suggestion please email chloe@
lansingcitypulse.com

Courtesy

Joshua and Alicia Southern celebrated 
the grand opening of Risky Studios on 
Saturday (Feb. 26). Risky Studios

301 M.A.C. Ave., Suite 106, 
East Lansing
(989) 341-3652
booking@
riskystudioslansing.com 

Courtesy photo.  

Baked goods are served fresh each morning and syrups and 
flavors for lattes are made in-house at Taste Coffee Co., at 3056 
Okemos Road in Mason. 

Grind those spices: Taste Coffee Co. makes it all from scratch 

Taste Coffee Co. 

3056 Okemos Rd.,  
Mason 
https://www.
tastecoffeecompany.
com/ 
(517) 899-3171 
Monday - Sunday, 7 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. 

pureoptions.com

FOR REGISTERED QUALIFYING PATIENTS ONLY OR FOR USE BY INDIVIDUALS 21 YEARS OF AGE OR 
OLDER FOR ADULT USE. KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN. IT IS ILLEGAL TO DRIVE A MOTOR VEHICLE 
WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF MARIJUANA. ACTUAL VALUE OF THC AND CBD MAY VARY FROM 
REPORTED VALUE BY 10%. 
NATIONAL POISON CONTROL CENTER 1-800-222-1222

Warning: Use by pregnant or breastfeeding women, or by women 
planning to become pregnant, may result in fetal injury, pre-term birth, 
low birth weight, or developmental problems for the child.

Lansing Locations Only

Flower

Carts & Concentrates Other

10/$75
Pure Options 1g 
Pre-Rolls

6/$100
Northcoast Extracts
1g Carts

NEW LOW PRICE
Element Live Resin Carts

Ask for Pricing

$69.99
1 Ounce Ready 
to Roll (All Strains)

$25.00 each
15+ Pure Options 
Strains Pre-Packed 
Eighths

5/$40
Fluresh Gummies 
10X10

$6.95 each
Fluresh Live Resin
0.5g Cartridges

$20 each
Cannabee 1g
Concentrates

6/$100
Northcoast 1g
Concentrates

$69.00
Half Ounce Flower 
Select Strains

2/$70
Grizzley Gas 
Pre-Packed Eighths
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USE CODE
LIV25

NEXT TIME YOU SHOP ONLINE
 TO RECEIVE 25% OFF YOUR ORDER!

*Deals cannot be stacked
*Expires July 30CANNABIS CO.

Marijuana is legal in Michigan, but prohibited under federal law. Must be 21.  Keep out of reach of children. It is illegal to drive a motor vehicle while under the influence of marijuana. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.
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in Review:  
Terple Gang

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub. 

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds. 

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too. 

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor. 

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell. 

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.” 

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high. 

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high. 

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%. 

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.” 

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button. 

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output. 

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week. 

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year. 

Here’s a look at a few of them: 
Terple Gang — Bombulan 
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder. 

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed. 

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips. 

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry 
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes. 

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks. 

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too. 

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies 
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes. 

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty. 

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap. 

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com. 

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Primitiv 

If you feel like I just wrote about a 
new pot shop coming to Lansing this 
summer, that’s because I did. Pure 
Roots is still expected to open on Larch 
Street soon — though company offi-
cials still aren’t returning my emails, so 
I don’t know exactly when they plan to 
officially launch.  

But in the meantime, Lansing still 
has plenty of room for another dispen-
sary. Next up is Primitiv, a company that 
city officials say plans to open its second 
retail location in Michigan at 5620 S. 
Cedar St. this summer. 

For whatever reason, the folks at 
Primitiv are also ignoring my messages, 
possibly because they’re not ready to an-
nounce details. So, I guess I’ll also han-
dle their jobs for them this week: 

Founded by former Detroit Lions 
Calvin Johnson and Rob Sims, Primitiv 
bills itself as a “cannabis research com-
pany” rather than a pot shop — namely 
because of its stated mission to advance 
the medicinal cannabis industry by re-
searching the natural health benefits of 
the plant. 

Photo by Kyle Kaminski 

Primitiv is expected to open its second 
location at 5620 S. Cedar St. in Lansing. 

Ex-Detroit Lions players near end zone on Lansing pot shop  
Primitiv to open 
2nd retail location 
on Cedar Street  

Don’t be fooled. This “research com-
pany” sells some pretty damn good weed 
too. 

While I was waiting for company ex-
ecutives to call me back, I decided to 
take a 264-mile round trip to the Indi-
ana border to snag a preview of what’s 
coming to Lnsing. 

The pot shop in Niles used to be a 
popular billiards hall — and it looked 
nothing like the sleek, modern designs 
implemented at most other dispensa-
ries in Michigan. There were no cheesy 
marketing gimmicks. It didn’t feel like 
an Apple Store. It was just a window-
less fortress of weed that you probably 
wouldn’t even know sold pot unless you 
were specifically looking for some. 

The cold, sterile, industrial interior 
made it feel much more like a labora-
tory than a store. The brick walls were 
adorned with scientific posters about 
terpene profiles and cannabinoids — 
and, of course, a Johnson jersey was 
prominently displayed in a glass case in 
the waiting room. 

Budtenders directed me toward a wide 
selection of prerolls and packaged eight-
ers, many of which grown and harvested 
under the Primitiv brand in Webberville. 
The shelves were stocked with plenty of 
other Michigan brands, but I stuck with 
two of the top in-house favorites. 

Sensi Star 
$30/3.5g at Primitiv 

This strain is a great exam-
ple of how the terms “indica” and 
“sativa” are pretty much useless 
conjectures. Because for me, this 
so-called “indica” packed a real 
energetic punch that ended up glu-
ing me into a Netflix binge until 
about 2 a.m. Frosty, earthy, fruity 
buds. Maybe a touch of pine. Then, 
about four blissful hours of Strang-
er Things and a whole tube of Prin-
gles. Success. 

Photo by Kyle Kaminski 

Primitiv opened its provisioning center 
in Niles this year. 

Both Johnson and Sims suffered from 
long-term physical effects of football 
injuries. That’s no surprise to anyone 
who has watched Megatron bulldoze 
through a defensive line, but being one 
of the greatest wide receivers of all time 
can take a toll on the body. As it turns 
out, weed was a pretty solid approach 
to pain management, and Johnson and 
Sims wanted to take measures into their 
own hands, starting with a large grow-
ing facility in Webberville, opening their 
first pot shop in Niles this year, and now 
moving into Lansing. 

In other cannabis news…
Bazonzoes has made it easier than 

ever to grab a bag and hit the road. 
On June 10, the company launched 

its third retail location, at 920 Amer-
ican Road in south Lansing — and it’s 
not just any old pot shop. It’s the first 
(and only) provisioning center in the 
city with a drive-thru window. That 
means you can order online and be in 
and out in under 10 minutes, and you 
hardly have to speak to anyone at all. 

The company, founded in 2010, 
opened the first medical marijuana pro-
visioning center in Oakland County be-
fore expanding into Lansing in 2020. It 
also plans to launch its own cultivation 
and processing facilities this year. Check 
out bazonzoesmi.com to place an order 
— and make sure it’s from the Redemp-
tion Cannabis brand if you want some 
top-notch product. 

Kyle Kaminski is a journalist and 
cannabis enthusiast. Editor & Pub-
lisher magazine has labeled him 
“arguably, the state’s authority on ev-
erything you need to know about can-
nabis.” Have a suggestion for a dank 
new product or a feature idea? Email                                                             
lansterdam@lansingcitypulse.com. 

Peanut Butter Breath 
$30/3.5g at Primitiv 

Billed as a hybrid, these deli-
ciously dense, pistil-laden nuggets 
were named for an obvious reason: 
an overtly nutty and earthy scent, 
with a similar flavor to go with it. A 
few tokes was great (maybe a little 
too great) for unwinding after work 
in the summer sun. I smoked this 
at a quiet spot along the Lansing 
River Trail and almost couldn’t 
find the energy to bike back home. 
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June 28th - 2pm to 6pm
CADL South Lansing Library

July 16th - 10am to 2pm
CADL Downtown Lansing Library

August 1st - 3pm to 7pm
CADL Foster Library 

3500 S Cedar St
Lansing, MI 48910

401 S Capitol Ave
Lansing, MI 48933

                200 N Foster Ave
Lansing, MI 48912

-Property Taxes
-Mortgages
-Condo/HOA Fees
-Land Contract Payments
-Homeowner's Insurance

KEEP YOUR HOME
MICHIGAN HOMEOWNERS ASSISTANCE FUND MIHAF - A new

program with up to
$25,000 in financial

assistance to
homeowners who

have experienced a 
COVID-19 related

hardship. 
MIHAF Funds can help pay:

Join Us!
MIHAF Application Assistance:

Capital Area Housing Partnership 
(CAHP)

517-332-4663

Proof of Identification (Driver's License, 

Social Security Number (Card or Tax Form)
Proof of Income (Recent Pay Stub, 1040 or W2 Tax
Forms, Payment/Benefit Statements)
Proof of Delinquency (Past Due Bills/Statements)

  Please Bring: 

       Passport or Picture Government ID)

 

Alan Fox
Ingham County Treasurer

AFox@ingham.org

517-676-7220
tr.ingham.org

Don't let time work against you. Call Today!

(Call 517-676-7304 for Transportation options)

Please call CAHP for any MIHAF questions
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After two years of online festivals, the 
12th annual Mighty Uke Day, a festival 
celebrating the ukulele, returns as an 
in-person event in Old Town Lansing. 
This year’s roster includes sets from 
Victoria Vox, Ukulenny, The Birdwatch-
ers, The Springtails, Jen Sygit, and 
The Ukulele Kings. Along with indoor 
and outdoor performances, the event 
hosts a group ukulele strum, an open 
mic and workshops across Old Town.  

Event organizer Ben Hassenger 
talked with City Pulse about the event. 
Hassenger became enamored with the 
uke after a music-filled 2009 visit to Ha-
waii. Since then, has become known as 
“Michigan’s Ukulele Ambassador” and 
a fixture at the Lansing Area Ukulele 
Group.   

Why do you continue to love the 
uke? 

Ben Hassenger: The ukulele is tru-
ly the most accessible and versatile 
instrument there is. It’s easy to start 
playing. You can learn three chords in 
minutes, yet some of the finest musi-
cians I’ve ever heard play the ukulele. 
You can get a very playable uke for 
under $100, yet can spend many thou-
sands on high-end custom-made mod-
els. The ukulele is rhythm, melody and 
harmony all in one tiny package, allow-
ing you to play everything from Bach 
to The Beatles and beyond. It has no 
boundaries. I’ve met the most wonder-
ful people by way of the ukulele.  

What is your past in Lansing’s mu-
sic scene?  

My musical career began in the 
early 1970s when Gene Hayhoe and 
I were arrested for playing “Smoke on 
the Water” on accordion and singing in 
animal sounds in the cafeteria at Lan-
sing Community College. It was the 
start of something special, for sure. I 
began writing my own songs, and in 
the early ’90s I had the opportunity to 
join the local world-beat band Mystic 
Shake, which was just what I needed 

to express myself. We played together 
for over 20 years.  

How has Mighty Uke Day evolved 
over the years? 

In May of 2011, The Lansing Area Uku-
lele Group (LAUGH) hosted a showing 
of “Mighty Uke: The Amazing Comeback 
of a Musical Underdog,” a documentary 
that nicely captured the supportive and 
shared experience the uke creates and 
nurtures. Filmmakers Tony Coleman 
and Margaret Meagher drove in from 
Toronto and presented the movie. After-
wards, we wrapped up the day with an 
open mic and strum at Sir Pizza.  

I was happy that it all went well 
and then someone said, “That was 
so much fun, what are we going to 
do next year?” From this first “Mighty 
Uke Day,” a tradition began. Each 
year since, Mighty Uke Day has grown 
from its humble beginnings to one 
of the premier ukulele events in the 
country. Mighty Uke Day’s success 
brought about the creation of Music 
is the Foundation, a nonprofit that un-
derwrites music programs in Michigan 
classrooms and communities.  

Is there anything you’re most ex-
cited about for this year’s event? 

For Mighty Uke Day 12, we’ve 
worked hard to 
put together a 
festival that’s in-
clusive, features 
some of the fin-
est players on 
the planet, and 
allows all to par-
ticipate as safely as possible.  

I’m looking forward to it all, but above 
everything else, after two years of on-
line gatherings, it’s exciting to finally be 
able to roam the streets and establish-
ments of Old Town Lansing, gathering 
together and sharing the aloha spirit of 
the ukulele.
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.
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on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
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your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
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then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
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called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
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and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.
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been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
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the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 
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is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
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of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.
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your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
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the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
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Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 
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you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 
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Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
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music. Back then, it was like I had my 
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album gave me my own thing. It gave 
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friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
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The Avenue
2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Goddamn Gallows
Fri., June 24, 8 p.m.

B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., June 23, 7:30-10:30 p.m.

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., June 23, 6-8 p.m.

Green Door
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Be Kind Rewind
Fri., June 24, 8:30 p.m.
Double Shot
Sat., June 25, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Alan Sloan
Friday, June 24, 7-10 p.m.
Matthew Adkins
Sat., June 25, 7-10 p.m.

The Exchange
Off the Ledge
314 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Fri., June 24, 9:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Shelby & Jake
Sat., June 25, 7-10 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 Turner Rd., Lansing
Mighty Uke Day XII
Sat., June 25, 10 a.m. 4 pm.
QuinTango
Sun., June 26, 6-8:30 p.m. 

Live & Local

Hassenger photo by Heidi Swedberg 

Mighty Uke Day showcases world-class ukulele talent and offers public participation 
strums and workshops. Organizer Ben Hassenger has hosted it since its inception.

Mighty Uke Day 12 

Old Town Lansing 
Friday June 24-Sunday, 
June, 26 
mightyukeday.com 
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“Even Steven”--or is 
it Stephen? 

by Matt Jones 

Across 

1. Swimmer’s stroke 

6. Monastery superior 

11. Las Vegas’s ___ Grand 
Hotel 

14. Cabinetmaker’s 
machine 

15. City served by Dallas/
Fort Worth Airport 

16. Dove sound 

17. Book lover who 
focuses on insects? 

19. ___ Talks 

20. Music system 

21. Time before someone 
becomes a best friend? 

23. Twosome on 
“Everybody Loves 
Raymond” or “Friday 
Night Dinner” 

24. Wanna-___ 
(pretenders) 

26. Exceed 

27. ‘98 and ‘99, but not 
‘100 

28. “Slumdog Millionaire” 
actor Patel 

29. Last period of the 
Paleozoic Era 

30. Venus’s sister 

32. She, in Rome 

33. The art of hand-
drawing national 
outlines? 

37. Sightseeing trip 

38. “All in the Family” 
in-law Mike 

39. Without slowing down 
or speeding up 

42. Co. that makes ATMs 
and introduced LCDs 

43. Palindromic plea 
at sea 

46. Iran, long ago 

47. ___ Khan 

48. S’mores need, 
traditionally 

49. Reason your 1990s 
Hypercolor shirts 
might work later in the 
decade? 

51. 1964 Hitchcock thriller 

53. Brain activity meas. 

54. Star player of an old 
flip-phone game? 

56. Issa of the upcoming 
“Vengeance” 

57. “Slithy” creatures in 
“Jabberwocky” 

58. “Hello” singer 

59. ‘60s activist org. 

60. ABBA member, e.g. 

61. Portended 

Down 

1. Stylish 

2. “Jurassic World: 
Dominion” classification 

3. Site of the first 

modern Olympics 

4. Rotor noises 

5. Bury the ___ 

6. “Bored” NFT 
character 

7. Tells all 

8. Grammy winner 
Erykah 

9. Anxious 

10. Lethargic state 

11. Graham of “The 
Hobbit” and “Preacher” 

12. Handles gently, with 
“on” 

13. Pfizer alternative 

18. Pattinson of “The 
Batman” 

22. Desktop not meant 
for the office 

25. Terribly 

28. Lion lair 

29. Summoning, as at an 
airport 

30. Most confident 

31. Paper that now owns 
Wordle, for short 

33. “Saturday Night Live” 
alien 

34. Scandalous acts 

35. Lot to park and stay 
overnight, maybe 

36. Service station 
offering 

37. They may tap a 
percentage 

40. Central positions 

41. Webpage option 
under an invoice 

43. Fell from grace 

44. Maryland state bird 

45. Appeared to be 

47. Solicited 

48. Brother of Michael 
and Sonny Corleone 

50. Building projection 

52. Melville mariner 

55. Ending for Japan or 
Sudan 

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.
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Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

SUDOKU					     Intermediate

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, column, and 
outlined 3-by-3 box 
contains the numbers 1 
through 9 exactly once. 
No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 27

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny          June 22-28, 2022

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Aries actor Marilu 
Henner has an unusual condition: hyperthymesia. 
She can remember in detail voluminous amounts 
of past events. For instance, she vividly recalls 
being at the Superdome in New Orleans on 
September 15, 1978, where she and her actor 
friends watched a boxing match between Leon 
Spinks and Muhammad Ali. You probably don’t 
have hyperthymesia, Aries, but I invite you to 
approximate that state. Now is an excellent time 
to engage in a leisurely review of your life story, 
beginning with your earliest memories. Why? It 
will strengthen your foundation, nurture your 
roots, and bolster your stability. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Poet Elizabeth 
Bishop noted that many of us are “addicted 
to the gigantic.” We live in a “mostly huge and 
roaring, glaring world.” As a counterbalance, 
she wished for “small works of art, short poems, 
short pieces of music, intimate, low-voiced, and 
delicate things.” That’s the spirit I recommend to 
you in the coming weeks, Taurus. You will be best 
served by consorting with subtle, unostentatious, 
elegant influences. Enjoy graceful details and 
quiet wonders and understated truths. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): In the coming 
weeks, you will need even more human touch than 
usual. Your mental, physical, and spiritual health 
REQUIRE you to have your skin in contact with 
people who care for you and are eager to feel 
their skin against yours. A Tumblr blogger named 
Friend-Suggestion sets the tone for the mood 
I hope you cultivate. They write, “I love! human 
contact! with! my friends! So put your leg over 
mine! Let our knees touch! Hold my hand! Make 
excuses to feel my arm by drawing pictures on 
my skin! Stand close to me! Lean into my space! 
Slow dance super close to me! Hold my face in 
your hands or kick my foot to get my attention! 
Put your arm around me when we’re standing or 
sitting around! Hug me from behind at random 
times!” 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Author John 
Banville wrote what might serve as a manifesto for 
some of us Crabs: “To be concealed, protected, 
guarded: that is all I have ever truly wanted. To 
burrow down into a place of womby warmth and 
cower there, hidden from the sky’s indifferent 
gaze and the harsh air’s damagings. The past is 
such a retreat for me. I go there eagerly, shaking 
off the cold present and the colder future.” If 
you are a Crab who feels a kinship with Banville’s 
approach, I ask you to refrain from indulging in 
it during the coming months. You’re in a phase 
of your long-term astrological cycle when your 
destiny is calling you to be bolder and brighter 
than usual, more visible and influential, louder 
and stronger. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “We wish to make rage 
into a fire that cooks things rather than a fire of 
conflagration,” writes author Clarissa Pinkola 
Estés. That’s good advice for you right now. 
Your anger can serve you, but only if you use it 
to gain clarity—not if you allow it to control or 
immobilize you. So here’s my counsel: Regard 
your wrath as a fertilizing fuel that helps deepen 
your understanding of what you’re angry about—
and shows you how to engage in constructive 
actions that will liberate you from what is making 
you angry. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Virgo author 
Jeanette Winterson was asked, “Do you fall in 
love often?” She replied, “Yes, often. With a view, 
with a book, with a dog, a cat, with numbers, with 
friends, with complete strangers, with nothing 
at all.” Even if you’re not usually as prone to 
infatuation and enchantment as Winterson, you 
could have many experiences like hers in the 
coming months. Is that a state you would enjoy? I 
encourage you to welcome it. Your capacity to be 
fascinated and captivated will be at a peak. Your 
inclination to trust your attractions will be extra 
high. Sounds fun! 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Libran lexicographer 

Daniel Webster (1758–1843) worked hard to 
create his dictionary, and it became highly 
influential in American culture. He spent over 
26 years perfecting it. To make sure he could 
properly analyze the etymologies, he learned 28 
languages. He wrote definitions for 70,000 words, 
including 12,000 that had never been included in a 
published dictionary. I trust you are well underway 
with your own Webster-like project, Libra. This 
entire year is an excellent time to devote yourself 
with exacting diligence to a monumental labor of 
love. If you haven’t started it yet, launch now. If it’s 
already in motion, kick it into a higher gear. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): “Shouldn’t the 
distance between impossible and improbable 
be widened?” asks poet Luke Johnson. I agree 
that it should, and I nominate you to do the job. 
In my astrological view, you now have the power 
to make progress in accomplishing goals that 
some people may regard as unlikely, fantastical, 
and absurdly challenging. (Don’t listen to them!) 
I’m not necessarily saying you will always succeed 
in wrangling the remote possibilities into practical 
realities. But you might. And even if you’re only 
partially victorious, you will learn key lessons 
that bolster your abilities to harness future 
amazements. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Sagittarian 
novelist George Eliot wrote, “It is very hard to say 
the exact truth, even about your own immediate 
feelings—much harder than to say something fine 
about them which is not the exact truth.” I believe 
you will be exempt from this rule during the next 
seven weeks. You will be able to speak with lucid 
candor about your feelings—maybe more so 
than you’ve been able to in a long time. And that 
will serve you well as you take advantage of the 
opportunity that life is offering you: to deepen, 
clarify, and refine your intimate relationships.  

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Author bell 
hooks (who didn’t capitalize her name) expressed 
advice I recommend for you. She said, “Knowing 
how to be solitary is central to the art of loving. 
When we can be alone, we can be with others 
without using them as a means of escape.” As 
you enter a phase of potential renewal for your 
close relationships, you’ll be wise to deepen your 
commitment to self-sufficiency and self-care. You 
might be amazed at how profoundly that enriches 
intimacy. Here are two more helpful gems from 
bell hooks: “You can never love anybody if you 
are unable to love yourself” and “Do not expect 
to receive the love from someone else you do not 
give yourself.” 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): In April 2005, a 
64-year-old Korean woman named Cha Sa-soon 
made her first attempt to get her driver’s license. 
She failed. In fairness to her, the written test 
wasn’t easy. It required an understanding of car 
maintenance. After that initial flop, she returned 
to take the test five days a week for three years—
and was always unsuccessful. She persevered, 
however. Five years later, she passed the test and 
received her license. It was her 960th try. Let’s 
make her your role model for the foreseeable 
future. I doubt you’ll have to persist as long as 
she did, but you’ll be wise to cultivate maximum 
doggedness and diligence. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In the eighth 
century, Chinese poet Du Fu gave a batch of 
freshly written poems to his friend and colleague, 
the poet Li Bai. “Thank you for letting me read 
your new poems,” Li Bai later wrote to Du Fu. “It 
was like being alive twice.” I foresee you enjoying 
a comparable grace period in the coming weeks, 
Pisces: a time when your joie de vivre could be 
double its usual intensity. How should you respond 
to this gift from the Fates? Get twice as much 
work done? Start work on a future masterpiece? 
Become a beacon of inspiration to everyone you 
encounter? Sure, if that’s what you want to do. 
And you could also simply enjoy every detail of 
your daily rhythm with supreme, sublime delight.



City Pulse • June 22, 2022 	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 25

Meegan Holland
David & Thomas Block-Easterday

David & Iris Horner
Patricia Lowrie

Maureen O’Higgins & Bruce Miller
Richard Ball

Robert & Betty Caldwell
Alan & Jean Friend

Chuck & Nadean Hillary
Elinor M. Holbrook

Drs. Mark & Joyce Ladenson

Michael & Mary Levine
George Orban & Rae Ramsdell

Gene & Sue Rebeck

Clare Banks,
In Memory of Bob Banks

®

David & Debbie Gift
Hari Kern

Joan C. & Jerry L. Mattson

Grant support for the 2022 
Summer Solstice Jazz Festival 
is provided by the East Lansing 

Arts Commission.

Beth & Al Cafagna
Joseph Dunn Allstate Agency

Sam & Kerry Singh

Heat'n
weepS

thank you to the 
generous sponsors 

of the summer 
solstice jazz 

festival

thank you ad.indd   3thank you ad.indd   3 6/17/2022   9:03:33 AM6/17/2022   9:03:33 AM



26	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 City Pulse • June 22, 2022

By BILL CASTANIER 
In a recent survey by National Public 

Radio, literary experts and listeners were 
asked to the name books that best rep-
resent each of the 50 states. Local poet 
Laura Apol suggested two of her favorite 
books: “Poetry in Michigan/Michigan 
in Poetry, “edited by William Olsen and 
Jack Ridl, and “The Collected Poems of 
Theodore Roethke.” 

I herewith offer my own take on au-
thors and books that represent the vast-
ness and greatness of Michigan. And 
I ask our readers to submit their own 
favorite books by Michigan authors or 
books about Michigan. (Send them to 
castanier@sbcglobal.net.) 

At the top of my list is “The Nick Ad-

ams Stories,” Er-
nest Hemingway’s 
semi-autograph-
ical collection of 
short stories, Set 
in northern Mich-
igan, the saga 
follows the life a 
youthful, Hem-
ingwayesque char-
acter who is com-
ing of age in and 
around the Petos-
key area at the turn 
of the 20st century. 

Jeffrey Eu-
genides’ 2002 
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel “Middle-
sex” weaves the history of Detroit into a 
groundbreaking exploration of gender 
identity through the eyes of three gener-
ations of Greek immigrants.  

In “Waiting for the Morning Train,” 
Bruce Catton details his coming of age 
in the early 1900s in northern Michi-
gan. Catton’s early experiences growing 
up in Benzonia, and his encounters with 
former Civil War soldiers piqued his in-
terest in the Civil War. He would go on 
to write several volumes on the conflict 
and win the Pulitzer Prize in 1954 for his 
book “A Stillness at Appomattox.” 

“The Autobiography of Malcolm X,” 
cowritten by “Roots” author Alex Haley, 
was published in 1965, following the 
assassination of Malcolm X. The book, 
still a worldwide best seller, details the 
life of Malcolm X as he grows up in Lan-
sing and Mason and rises to become a 
leading Black nationalist in the 1960s. 
The book contains a strong redemptive 

narrative that speaks direct-
ly to the reader. Recently, an 
unpublished chapter was dis-
covered and was purchased by 
New York’s Schomberg Center 
for Research in Black Culture 
before being sold at auction. 
Plans to publish an update of 
the original remain sketchy. 

“Anatomy of a Murder,” by 
former Michigan Supreme 
Court Justice John D. Voelk-
er (writing as Robert Traver) 
dominated The New York 
Times’ bestsellers list in 1958 
and 1959 for 65 weeks before 
a movie of the same name was 

shot in Marquette and Dollar Bay, Mich-
igan. The movie included an all-star cast, 
including Jimmy Stewart, Lee Remick, 
Ben Gazzarra, Eve Arden and George 
C. Scott. Today, the book is considered a
classic courtroom thriller.If you are ever
in the Marquette area, be sure to take the 
driving tour of the important sites shown 
in the movie. The plot revolves around a
real murder and the subsequent trial,
which saw Voelker as the lawyer for the
defense, using temporary insanity as a
defense.

Jane Johnston Schoolcraft is con-
sidered the first Native American to 
become a literary writer. She was the 
spouse of Henry Schoolcraft, the local 
Indian agent in Sault Ste Marie, Mich-
igan, in the 1820s. Some of her writ-
ing is preserved in a “Literary Journal” 
published by her husband. It is wide-
ly accepted that Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow borrowed extensively from 
Schoolcraft’s works for his book “The 
Song of Hiawatha.”  The biography of 
Schoolcraft, “The Sound the Stars Make 
Rushing Through the Sky: The Writings 
of Jane Johnston Schoolcraft,” written 
by Robert Dale Parker, contains the 
most complete record of her writing, 

including a vast trove of unpublished 
manuscripts. The book won a Michigan 
Notable Book Award in 2008. 

Maritta Wolff had barely graduated 
from the University of Michigan when 
her novel “Whistle Stop” was published 
in 1941. The manuscript had already 
won the coveted Hopwood writing 
award when Wolff was still a senior. 
The novel was perceived as seamy for 
1941, especially since it was written by a 
woman. The book came to the attention 
of movie moguls and was made into a 
movie of the same name, starring George 
Raft and Ava Gardner. Wolff ’s second 
novel, “Night 
Shift,” was ac-
claimed by 
critics and also 
became a major 
movie. Myste-
riously, Wolff 
stopped writing 
by 1972. 

Finally, no 
list would be 
complete with-
out one of the 
creations of 
Elmore Leon-
ard, who used 
Detroit and its 
nearby envi-
rons for sever-
al of his crime books. “City Primeval” is 
considered one of Leonard’s best, classic 
noir from one of the best crime writers 
ever. Leonard’s lean writing has become 
a standard for young crime writers, and 
his novels are studied for their ability to 
drive a dense plot over a rainbow-colored 
oil slick of dialogue. 

From the inner city to the deep woods, 
from shore to sandy shore, Michigan’s 
rich literary heritage spans a diverse, 
complex and fascinating state. What are 
your favorites? 

Check out our 
great selection of 

SUMMER 
READS!

Curious Book Shop
307 E. Grand River, E. Lansing

(517) 332-0112  We validate parking
Mon.- Sat. 10-7 pm, Sun. 12-5 pm

curiousbooks.com

Archives Book Shop
519 W. Grand River, E. Lansing
(517) 332-8444   Free Parking
Mon.- Sat. 11-6 pm, Sun. 12-5 pm

thearchivesbookshop@gmail.com

Thousands of used paperbacks and hardbacks!

"WHY PATTI SMITH MATTERS"
book signing and discussion
with Caryn Rose
Saturday, June 25 at 1 p.m. 

Featuring:
• Live music with Jen Toms
(formerly of Scary Women),
Jenna Roark of Conspicuous
Bystanders and Tammy Cook
from Scary Women 
• Book signing
• Author Q&A
• Poetry Readings
• And more!

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION
EFFECTIVE

MEDIATION

Manuscript of “The 
Autobiography of 
Malcolm X,” from the 
Schomberg Center 
for Black Culture, in 
New York. 

From Nick Adams to Malcolm X, these books cry Michigan 

Bill Castanier/City Pulse 

Elmore Leonard at a book sign-
ing in Birmingham, Michigan. 



City Pulse • June 22, 2022 www.lansingcitypulse.com 2728 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • February 9, 2022 

Events must be entered
through the calendar
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m.
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Charges may apply for paid
events to appear in print. If
you need assistance, please

call Suzi at
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit! - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library? 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches! 5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music. 
7:30-8:30 p.m. Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party - Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

      See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb 
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

See Events, Page 28

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 24

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 24

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 9 a.m. Monday 

for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Bridge St, Dimondale. 517-230-0520.

Field of View Film Series - Red Heaven. 9:20 
p.m. Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court, 
East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.  

Happendance Summer Camp - for ages 5-12.
June 27-30, 1-4 p.m. 3448 Hagadorn Rd., 
Okemos. 517-333-3528. happendance.org.  

Make a Cork Boat - 2 sessions, 2 & 6 p.m. 
2-3 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library,
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org 

Mixer with Blind Wine Tasting or Sangria 
- 5-10 p.m. Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing.  

Music in the Park - There will be food 
concessions available. 7-9 p.m. Jaycee 
Park, 525 E. River St, Grand Ledge. 
grandledgechamber.com.  

Ocean Bingo - Ocean stories & bingo.  
Playground of Dreams at Pavilion #2. 
10:30-11:30 a.m.  100 Howe Dr., Eaton                    
Rapids. eradl.org.  

Romeo and Juliet - 7-9:30 p.m. Lansing 
Community College, 419 N Capitol Ave, 
Lansing. Tickets at lcc.edu.  

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with 
fellow stitching witches! 5-8 p.m. Keys 
To Manifestation, 809 Center St. #7,                
Lansing. manifestlansing.com.  

Summer Concert Series - Legends of Rock/
Elvis Tribute Show. 7-9 p.m. McCormick 
Park, 300 N. Putnam St., Williamston. 

Summer Concert Series - Kathleen & the 
Bridge Street Band.  6:30 p.m. Courthouse 
Lawn, 100 W Lawrence Ave, Charlotte.  

Friday, June 24 
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group.  9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh 
Rd., Okemos. meridian50plus.com.  

Amazing Artists - 8 a.m. Impression 5, 200 

Museum Dr, Lansing. impression5.org.  

Art Adventure - 8 a.m. Impression 5, 200 
Museum Dr, Lansing. impression5.org.  

Book Scavenger Hunt - Do you love books? 
6-7 p.m. Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. 517-721-1330.  

Charlotte Bluegrass Festival - June 23-25, 
2022! Fairgrounds, 1025 S. Cochran, 
Charlotte. charlottebluegrassfestival.com 

Charlotte Fire Flow Jam Series 2022 - 
hosted by Nat Spinz and Flames ‘N Dames!
9 p.m. Old Courthouse, 100 W Lawrence, 
Charlotte.  

Cruise-Ins - 5-8 p.m. Holt Farmers’ Market, 
2150 Cedar St. delhitownship.com.  

Friday Night Concert Series - 7 p.m. Lake 
Lansing Park South Band Shell, 1621 Pike St, 
Haslett. pk.ingham.org.  

Wednesday, June 22 
50 over Fitness - Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group.  9-10 a.m. 5151 
Marsh Rd., Okemos. meridian50plus.com. 

Allen Farmers Market - 2:30-7 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Babysitting Workshop - Ages 12+.  10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge.           
register gladl.org 

Backyard Bash Concert Series - 6-10 p.m. 
Eagle Eye Golf Club, 15500 Chandler Rd., 
Bath. 517-641-4570. sharethemusic.org. 

Concert in the Park - Capital City Brass 
Band. 7-9 p.m. St Johns City Park, 801 W 
Park St. clintoncountyarts.org. 

Concerts in the Park - 7-9 p.m. Comstock 
Park, 800 Dale, Lansing. 

MMAG 12x12 Art Show! - 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River, 
Okemos.  

Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh tradition - 
All are welcome! 7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 
3015 S. MLK Jr Blvd., Lansing. lamc.info. 

Meridian Township Democrats meeting - 
meet the candidates.   6-8 p.m. Henry’s 
Place, 4926 Marsh Rd., Okemos. 

Meridian Township Summer Concert 
Series -  6-8:30 p.m. Marketplace on the 
Green, 1995 Central Park Dr., Okemos.              
meridian.mi.us.  

Pagan Community Night - online or 
in-person. 6-8 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 
809 Center St., 7A, Lansing. 517-657-5800.
weaversoftheweb.org.  

Romeo and Juliet - 7-9:30 p.m. Lansing 
Community College, 419 N Capitol Ave, 
Lansing. Tickets at lcc.edu.  

Storybook Stroll - through August. Read 
while you stroll the trails at Lincoln Brick 
Park and downtown! 10 a.m.-9 p.m. gladl.org 

Wine Wednesday - Wine & cheese tasting at 
6 p.m., wine & chocolate 8:30 p.m. Hooked, 
3142 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-721-1330.  

Your Art’s Desire - new multi-media 
exhibit.  all month. 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The 
Peoples Church, 200 W. Grand River Ave.,           
East Lansing.  

Thursday, June 23  
Artist Talk Brown Bag Lunch Series - 
Jenny Schu. 12 p.m. Lansing Art Gallery 
& Education Center, 119 N Washington Sq,            
Ste 101, Lansing.  

The Babysitters Book Club - Join us for a 
discussion on the graphic novel adaption of 
the Babysitters Club books. 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Eaton Rapids Area District Library, 220 S. 
Main St., Eaton Rapids. eradl.org.  

Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 13753 
Main St., Bath. shopbfm.org.  

Computer Help - get your computer looked 
at for free! 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Eaton Rapids 
Area District Library, 220 S.Main. eradl.org.  

Cristo Rey Community Center’s 16th 
Annual Golf Fore Giving - 8 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Wheatfield Valley Golf Course, 1600 Linn Rd, 
Williamston. cristoreycommunity.org.  

Dimondale Farmers’ Market - 3-7 p.m. 136 N 

ArtByNevin Art_By_Nevin

nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655

FREE
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As Seen On the Cover of CityPulse

Historical Society of Greater 
Lansing hosts walking tours
Thursday, June 23, 6:30 p.m. 
Begins at Country Club of Lansing, 2200 Moores River 
Dr., Lansing.  tinyurl.com/HSGLFacebook 
Thursday, June 30, 6:30 p.m. 
Begins at Elderly Instruments, 1100 N. Washington 
Ave., Lansing 

The Historical Society of Greater Lansing hosts 
two neighborhood walking tours during June, one of 
Moores River Drive and the other of the North 
Washington-Capitol Avenue neighborhood. Learn 
interesting stories be-hind these historic homes. 
On 6:30 p.m. Thursday (June 30), the Washington-
Capitol Tour begins at Elderly Instruments, 1100 N. 
Washington Ave., and proceeds to homes on Maple 
Street, 

Capitol Avenue and César Chávez Avenue. The tour in-
cludes homes of a notable World War I pilot and Antarctic 
explorer, the founding member of the Lansing Symphony, 
a woman inventor and a suffragette. The tour finishes at 
the former Pulver Gas Station on César Chávez Avenue. 
In recognition of Elderly Instruments’ 50th birthday, cake 
and ice cream will be served.  
The tour of Moores River Drive begins at 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
day (June 23) at the entrance to the Lansing Country 
Club, 2200 Moores River Drive. The architectural tour 
(exterior only) includes a classic California style arts and 
crafts bungalow and the homes of several Lansing in-
dustrialists and business leaders, including automotive 
industrialist Billy Durant.
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Haven House Annual Golf Scramble - 9 a.m.-
2 p.m. Forest Akers East Golf Course, 2231 
Harrison Rd., East Lansing.  havenhouseel.org 

Kids Fest! - many fun activities including 
video game truck!  4-8 p.m. Sharp Park, 
1401 Elmwood Rd, Lansing. .deltami.gov.  

Romeo and Juliet - 7-9:30 p.m. Lansing 
Community College, 419 N Capitol Ave, 
Lansing. Tickets at lcc.edu.  
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Saturday, June 25 
2022 empowHER Leadership Retreat - 
for 4th-9th grade girls.  9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Breslin Center, 534 Birch Rd, East Lansing.             
events.msu.edu.  

2022 Max’s Race for The Davies Project - 
8-9 a.m. MSU Auditorium, 542 Auditorium 
Rd, East Lansing. runsignup.com.  

2nd Annual Charity Golf Tournament 
-   9 a.m.-4 p.m. Prairie Creek Golf 
Course, 800 E.  Webb Dr., DeWitt. 
ishiodamttenfoundation.org.  

Black Girl Day of Play - Come join us 
in the celebration of Black girlhood! 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. State Capitol Lawn, 
100 N. Capitol, Lansing. 313-205-2462.                                   
blackgirldayofplay.com.  

Celebrate Meridian Festival - 8 a.m.-11 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central 
Park Dr., Okemos. meridian.mi.us.  

DIY Floral Arrangements w/Cait Schneider - 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. 500 Clifford St, Lansing. 

Faithfest - all day Christian music fest 
starting at 1 p.m. St Francis Retreat Center, 
703 E Main St, DeWitt.  

Frankenfest - Abnormal art and monstrous 
creations.  11 a.m.-7 p.m. Turner-
Dodge House, 100 E North St, Lansing.  
frankenfest.com.  

Lansing Roller Derby - 5-9:30 p.m. Court 
One Training Center, 7868 Old M-78,         
East Lansing.  

Public Making Hours - Feeling crafty? 
Join us! 1-4 p.m. Eli and Edythe Broad Art 
Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East Lansing.  

Romeo and Juliet - 7-9:30 p.m. Lansing 
Community College, 419 N Capitol Ave, 
Lansing. Tickets at lcc.edu.  

Sundown Safari Camping - 6:30 p.m.-
9:30 a.m. Potter Park Zoo, 1301 S 
Pennsylvania Ave, Lansing. 517-483-4222.              
potterparkzoo.org.  

Tease A Gogo & House of Manifestation 
Presents: EVOLVE! - 6-11 p.m. 117                
W South St., Lansing.  

Sunday, June 26 
East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. with Dan Dan Solo at 10 a.m. Valley 
Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com.  

Kids Day - 1-4 p.m. Absolute Gallery, 
307 E Grand River Ave, Lansing.                
absolutegallery.net.  

Romeo and Juliet - 7-9:30 p.m. Lansing 
Community College, 419 N Capitol Ave, 
Lansing. Tickets at lcc.edu.  

Sunday School for Witches - 
workshop series. 3-4:30 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center St. 7A, Lansing.   
manifestlansing.com. 

Monday, June 27 
50 over Fitness - Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group  9-10 a.m. 5151 
Marsh Road, Okemos. 517-853-4600.  

Advanced LEGO Robotics - 8 a.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr, Lansing. 517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

 

The Broad presents talks with Frida Kahlo 
and Diego Rivera’s family members 

MSU Broad Art Museum 
547 E. Circle Dr., East Lansing 
Wednesday, June 29: 6–8 p.m. 
Thursday, June 30:  6–8 p.m. 

broadmuseum.msu.edu/calendar 

The MSU Broad Art Museum offers talks by two relatives of Frida Kahlo and Diego 
Rivera. These intimate family talks are presented alongside the exhibition Kahlo 
Without Borders, on view at the museum through Aug. 7. 
“Family Ties: Juan Coronel Rivera” today (June 29) features curator, writer and Ri-
vera’s grandson Juan Coronel Rivera discussing Kahlo works from his collection 
that are on view at The Broad. “Family Photos: Cristina Kahlo,” Thursday’s (June 30) 
talk, is by artist, curator and Kahlo’s grandniece Cristina Kahlo discussing themes 
in Kahlo Without Borders, including family archives, photography and her own work. 
Seats for both events are limited.  

Courtesy photos 

Cristina Kahlo and Juan 
Coronel Rivera 

Arrg! Pirate Science - 8 a.m. Impression 5 
Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

Comedy Night - 9-11:30 p.m. Crunchy’s, 
254 W Grand River Ave, East Lansing.                     
517-351-2506. crunchyseastlansing.com. 

Intro to Redstone Logic in Minecraft - 
1-week coding camp for ages 11-18. 10 a.m.-
12 p.m. codewizardshq.com.  

Slime Entrepreneur - 8 a.m. Impression 5 
Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

Space Cadets - 8 a.m. Impression 5 
Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing.                      
517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

Tuesday, June 28 
Avast ye Pirates! - Performance by Ring 
of Steel Stunts & Action Theatre 2-3 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org 

Board Game Meet Up - ages 18 & up. 
6:30 - 10:30 p.m. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Spare 
Time Bowling Alley, 3101 E Grand River, 
Lansing.  

Jedi Academy from Ring of Steel - age 8+. 
Costumes encouraged! 6-7:30 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson 
St. gladl.org 

Pancake Art - 7-12th grades. Show off 
your pancake-making skills! All materials 
supplied. 2-3 p.m. Eaton Rapids Area 
District Library, 220 S. Main. eradl.org.  

Parent Happy Hour - Storytime for kids and 
wine flight specials for parents. 5-7 p.m. 
Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing.    
517-721-1330.  

Picnic Playdate Family Storytime - 11 a.m.-  
12 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org 

Sporcle Live! Trivia - 7:30 & 8:30 
p.m. Crunchy’s, 254 W Grand River 
Ave, East Lansing. 517-351-2506.               
crunchyseastlansing.com.  

Toastmaster Meeting - in person or Zoom.  6:30-
7:30 p.m. Downtown Lansing Branch Library, 
401 S. Capitol Ave., Lansing. 517-367-6363.

A ‘mercado’ and more at Casa de Rosado  
Looking for entertainment while you shop? Check out Casa de Rosado 
Galeria & Cultural Center, 204 E. Mount Hope Ave., Lansing, from 1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. Sunday. A variety of ethnic arts and craft vendors will be on hand. 
Entertainment starts at 2 with music aimed at kids; then at 3 a dance exhi-
bition by Lorenzo Lopez; and jazz inspired by root music at 3:30. Salanaz 
Catering will offer taco dinners throughout the event, which is underwritten 
by the Michigan Hispanic/Latino Commission. For more info, go to casader-
osado.org or call (517) 402-0282. 

Events
from page 27



City Pulse • June 22, 2022 	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 29

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE 
I turned 40 this week. I have spent the vast majority of my life living in Lansing, and 

I pride myself on being a townie who went to camp as a child at the Fenner Nature 
Center and the Turner-Dodge House, whose first job was at the Moores Park Pool, who 
remembers that first season of the Lugnuts (and the confusion my preteen self had over 
the name — what’s a lugnut?). But this month’s eating assignment goes to show that 
even longtime Lanstronauts can learn a thing or two about this community — and find 
a new favorite breakfast in the meantime.  

Until a month ago, I had never been to Gregory’s. Of course, I knew where it was, 
and I am familiar with the well-earned lore surrounding owner Gregory 
Eaton, who maintains an absolutely flawless landscaping situation in his 
front yard, which I drive past several times a day on my way in and out of 
our shared neighborhood. I met my co-reviewer and an-
other former classmate of ours (Go Big Reds!) for lunch 
one recent weekday and we proceeded to sample as large 
a cross-section of the menu as possible.  

My hands-down favor- ite was the fried shrimp. The 
batter was light, which is my preference, and the 
shrimp were large, juicy and flavorful. Of the 10 that 
came in our basket, I took down at least half of them 
myself. I will be forever reordering the fried shrimp. 
My runner-up was the famous wings, again lightly breaded and flash-
fried. Both baskets came with corn muffins and garlic toast, but I quickly 
turned my attention to the wide variety of side dishes we’d chosen.  

The black-eyed peas were my favorite of the bunch. I love all varieties 
of beans and firmly believe that a simple preparation is best. These beans 
were creamy but retained their texture. They were just the tiniest bit spicy. 
In short, they were perfect. My companions gobbled down the dressing, and although 
it’s not ever my natural inclination, I will reserve judgment on that item, because I don’t 
prefer any dressing or stuffing I have ever had. I didn’t love the mac 
and cheese — my standards for which are exacting, and I like the 
dish to have a bit more texture in the form of bread crumbs or toast-
ed panko. The French fries were milquetoast, and while a seasoned 
fry would be a nice surprise, I’m willing to overlook them due to the 
absolutely legendary status of the shrimp and wings.  

We also ordered a New York strip steak to share at the suggestion 
of the server. While a 12-ounce steak for $17.25 provides an incredi-
ble bang for your buck, ours was tragically overcooked. Alas, maybe we 
weren’t meant to eat an entire steak dinner during lunch on a Monday.  

On a return visit I ordered a takeout breakfast for the family. Mr. 
She Ate chose a meat lover’s omelet, which included ham, bacon, 
sausage, and cheddar. First of all, the omelets are seriously large 
and come with home fries and toast. My husband waxed on and on 
about the home fries for the rest of the day. He’s never seen a sear 
like that on a potato, he said. He couldn’t stop composing poems 
about the texture of the home fries and the perfection that was the 
bacon. 

I chose the farmer’s omelet, which was stuffed with cubes of ham, 
sliced onion and cheddar cheese. I loved the bite of the onion with 
the sharpness of the cheddar, and next time I’m excited to try the vegetarian omelet 
with its delicious-sounding combination of green peppers and mushrooms. I’m also 
eager to sample the grilled shrimp and grits with toast. 

The Babies She Ate shared an order of pancakes and bacon. The pancakes were not 
at all what I was expecting, and I mean that in the best way possible. They were thin — 
almost as thin as crepes — and more tangy than sweet. My 2.5 year old got her money’s 
worth out of her newly developed fork skills and gobbled down two of the pancakes, 
barely coming up for air. The 4-year-old is a bacon man and is also a very deliberate 
eater (I don’t like to call kids “picky” eaters.) Well, he found something that he liked 
from Gregory’s and took down three large slices of bacon quickly.  

My late, beloved former Lansing School Board colleague Shirley Rodgers used to 
promise me that she would take me to Gregory’s with her. We never got the chance. As 
I sat with Bryan Beverly, who also loved Shirley, I felt her there with us. I know that 
she would have loved us being there, together, both silently but undoubtedly thinking 
about her. Shirley, I promise I’ll bring my fine-ass husband with me next time I go back 
to Gregory’s. 

By BRYAN BEVERLY
Black-owned watering holes in Lansing have a rich heritage as a conven-

ing space for after-work drinks and home to diverse life celebrations (birth-
days, anniversaries and post-funeral repasts). Soul or Southern-inspired 
cuisine often takes center stage. In the early 1950s, Sonny Adams opened 
the Tropicana Lounge on the corner of Division and William streets near the 
Oldsmobile main gate. The establishment touted fine foods and cocktails 
with visiting jazz bands. In the early 1970s, Starr’s Black & Tan, owned and 
operated by Roland Starr, opened nearby, on River Street, and was a desti-

nation spot for GM workers coming off of various shifts. The 
Black & Tan was known for pickled pig feet, eggs, bologna and 
homemade burgers. The establishment 
hosted several themed nights in its large ban-
quet hall with space for funk, soul and Latin 
bands. Around this same time, Gregory 
Eaton, a Lansing na- tive and Michigan’s 
first Black lobbyist, opened The Garage 
on Capitol Avenue. A favorite nightspot for 
local business, educa- tion and government 
leaders and workers, the Garage offered 
menu items called the Hub Cap, the Tail 
Pipe and the Rolls Rueben. The Garage closed in 1991, but Ea-
ton soon opened on North Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
as Gregory’s Soul Food. Gregory’s continues to draw crowds for 
large gatherings and music but has also carved out a niche as a 
soul food mecca in the Capital City.  

What’s decent 
Having had my grandmother’s cooking when I was younger, I have a strong 

sense of what good soul food looks and tastes like. It also means my bar is set 
pretty high. With that being said, the collard greens and Mac 
& Cheese are Gregory’s were respectable — I just can’t call 
them great. The greens were flavorful and there were bits of 
smoked meat slow simmered with them, but they ranked 
lower in comparison to the other items I tasted. They were 
also a bit tougher than I like them, but that’s probably a per-
sonal preference. Likewise, in terms of Mac &  

Cheese, I’m usually in the baked mac camp, and while it 
was acceptable, it wasn’t a standout like some of the other 
sides.   

What’s really good 
Gregory’s are known for their wings, and let me tell you 

— they did not disappoint. They come golden brown and 
piping hot, so it’s best to break the wing pieces apart to let 
them cool for a few seconds before putting in your mouth. 
When you do get a chance to taste them, the crispy-bat-
tered skin and seasonings will tantalize your tastebuds. 
I prefer mine with a dash of hot sauce, a move that was 
mimicked by my first-timer companions. Next, the dress-
ing (not to be confused with stuffing) is also superb. A fla-

vorful cornbread casserole-like dish, it includes shredded turkey, celery, and 
plenty of sage. I’m also a big fan of the black-eyed peas and rice, and the yams, 
both traditional southern favorites. The peas are savory and smokey with a 
mild burst of heat on the end. The yams are served in a delectable syrup but 
are almost too popular as they aren’t always available on the menu.  

 Best bite 
This month is a tie. First, the fried shrimps at Gregory’s are a secret gem. The 
chicken gets a lot of recognition and rightfully so, but I’ll put these shrimp 
up against any of the You-buy, We-fry fish markets that have become popu-
lar around town. Battered and crisped to perfection, the shrimp are large and 
well-seasoned, partnering nicely with a basket of fries or onion rings. Next, 
while chicken and waffles are trending menu item at a lot of soul food restau-
rants across the country, I preferred the fried whiting (fish) over the waffle. The 
cornmeal crust serves as a textural contrast to the fluffy freshly made waffle. I 
top mine with hot sauce and syrup and honestly can’t wait to go back for more 
this weekend. 
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Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com
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By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.

Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.

Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

City Pulse • February 16, 2022  www.lansingcitypulse.com 25

FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
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backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
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his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
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familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
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ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
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ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
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stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
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sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
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Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 
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Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
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of char-
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it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
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There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.

Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.

Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.

Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.

Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
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students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.

Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.

Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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By ARI LEVAUX 
It translates to “Spring Pasta” from 

the Italian, so forgive me for assum-
ing Pasta Primavera is a classic spring-
time Italian dish. But while Primavera 
sounds classy, it turns out Pasta Prima-
vera was invent-
ed in Nova Scotia 
during the sum-
mer of 1975. The 
bottom line is, we 
can prepare cheesy 
noodles with vege-
tables any time of 
year, with summer 
and fall proba-
bly being the best 
seasons to do so, 
because they offer 
more fresh pro-
duce than spring. 
As Pasta Primavera is an American dish, 
we can use American cheeses if we want. 
Ultimately, we are talking about mac ‘n 
cheese with extra vegetables, and there’s 
nothing wrong with that. Mac ‘n Cheese 
Primavera is an effective and delicious 
way to eat vegetables. And making the 
entire dish from scratch takes barely any 
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Mac ‘n Cheese Primavera 

Primo pasta primavera 
longer than preparing the boxed, veg-
less version. 

A proper Mac ‘n Cheese Primavera 
has a smooth, non-lumpy cheese sauce 
and al dente vegetables. I don’t sprin-

kle it with bread-
crumbs and bake it 
because that makes 
it difficult to con-
trol the cooking, 
and potential over-
cooking, of the veg-
etables. 

The most com-
mon recipes for 
Pasta Primavera 
include tomato, bell 
pepper and other 
veggies from deep-

er into the summer, 
as well as broccoli and peas, which come 
earlier. Whichever you use, the essential 
task of this recipe is to cook the vegeta-
bles perfectly. The most reliable way of 
doing so is to steam the veggies separate-
ly, shock them in cold water to stop the 
cooking and keep them crisp, and add 
them to the almost finished product. 

Today’s recipe for an early sum-
mer Mac ‘n Cheese Primavera features 
rounds of green and yellow zucchini 
and fresh herbs like parsley and/or ba-
sil. Because zucchini is the only vegeta-
ble I’m cooking, I don’t have to worry 
about overcooking some and undercook-
ing others, so I’ll skip the steaming and 
briefly sauté the zukes before adding the 
noodles, fresh from the boiling water and 
still wet. The water drips off the noodles 
and into the pan and steams the zucchini 
in place, while we build the sauce on top 
with handfuls of shredded cheese. 

You can use this recipe to track the 
harvest by incorporating whatever pro-
duce is available.  Vegetables like peas 
and broccoli, which need at most a mere 
hint of cooking, can be incorporated the 
same way as the zucchini. Steam heart-
ier veggies like cauliflower or carrot 
before tossing them into the silky and 
cheesy finished product. 

Mac ‘n Cheese Primavera alla Zucchini 
This dish combines the best elements 

of two classic pasta dishes: Pasta Prima-
vera and Mac ‘n Cheese. It’s extremely 
flexible in the type of cheeses you add, 
as well as which vegetables to include. 

Serves 6 
1 pound pasta – preferably short, 

stubby and hollow, such as penne, 
which is basically like un-bent elbows 
and holds sauce similarly 

1 pound zucchini, cut into rounds 
about a half-inch thick 

3 tablespoons olive oil 
2 tablespoons butter 
3 cloves garlic, chopped 
1 tablespoon mustard powder 
1 teaspoon nutmeg 
1 teaspoon garlic powder 
1 teaspoon black pepper 
1/4  lemon, juice and zest 
1 cup milk 
3/4 pound of cheese, grated: I like a 

mix of sharp cheddar, orange cheddar 
and fontina 

Salt – for the pasta water and for seasoning 
Fresh parsley and/or basil 
Bring four quarts of salted (about a 

tablespoon) water to a boil and cook the 
pasta. While the pasta is boiling, add 
the zucchini, butter, oil and garlic to a 
deep pan or heavy bottom pot and sauté 

See Primo pasta, Page 31
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Monday-Thursday 11AM-10PM 
Friday 11AM-10:45PM

Saturday 11AM-10:30PM 
Sunday 11AM-9PM

300 N. CLIPPERT STREET, SUITE 17  
LANSING, MI 48912 • 517.203.0096

Buy One 
Dinner
GET ONE 
½ OFF!

A special just for you!

Full Menu Available

for Pick Up & 

Delivery

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE INFOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

Home of the 
World Famous Sizzler

$5 OFF
Second Entree
of equal 
or lesser value

Buy one entree Get

Valid Monday-Thursday Only. 
Dine-In Only. Valid with coupon Only. Void if 
reproduced. Not valid with any other offers or 
discounts. Expires 7/31/2022.

5000 N. Grand River 
(517) 321-3852

Welcome Back to The Airport Tavern!Welcome Back to The Airport Tavern!

2021

Thank you for voting 
us #1 in PRIME RIB!

Primo pasta
from page 30

for about five minutes on low/medium 
heat. When the noodles are done, quick-
ly drain and add them to the zucchini, 
but don’t stir it together. 

Sprinkle the mustard powder, nut-
meg, garlic powder, black pepper, lem-
on juice and zest on top of the noodles, 
but still don’t stir it. 

Add the milk, and about a quarter of 
your grated cheese, and give it a stir. Add 
another quarter of the cheese and stir 
again. Keep adding the cheese and stir-
ring it in until it’s all in, and keep stirring 
until it turns into a glorious cheese sauce. 
If it’s too dry or starts to burn, turn down 
the heat and add more milk or some pas-
ta water to loosen it. Add salt to taste. It 
will need some, even if the cheese is salty. 
Top with fresh herbs and serve. 

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

AppeAppetizerstizers
Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style classics 
and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got the 
classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, like 
frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Airport Tavern
5000 N. Grand River Ave
Lansing
(517) 321-3852
FB: @AirportTaverandSteakhouse

WELCOME BACK! For 50 years, Airport Tavern & 
Steakhouse has been a staple of Lansing's community. 
Full bar, daily lunch and dinner specials. Ribs, steak, 
burgers and salads are all crowd pleasers at this neigh-
borhood establishment.

WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

Your favorite queer, woman-owned
local coffee shop and bakery!
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