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Introducing The 
Artwork of  

Trevor Arnett 

307 E Cesar E Chavez Ave; Lansing, MI 48906 

517.482.8845 
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Work with CMHA-CEI
and Make a Difference
Mental Health Therapists 
Nurses and More!

Apply Today!
www.ceicmh.org/employment

Mental Health
Therapist Salary Range:
$56,005- $63,571

Any questions please contact

Jenny Pelton
at pelton@ceicmh.org
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Toddler’s death points 
to holes in city’s system 

The young couple and two children 
had just arrived home when a reporter 
approached them. The house they rent, 
they were told, had not been registered 
and certified as a rental property with 
the city of Lansing since the most recent 
registration lapsed last fall.  

“I knew there was something sketchy,” 
the man said. 

They pay $1,200 a month owner Ai-
bout Fady plus utilities. When they first 
moved in, they said, they complained to 
Fady about electrical issues. Fady assured 
them, they said, that “his guy” would be 
over “right away” to take care of it.  

It’s been a month and Fady’s “guy” 
still hasn’t been to the property, they 
said. The family did confirm the prop-
erty had smoke detectors.  

They live in one of 11 residential prop-
erties in the city listing Fady as the own-
er. Four do not have rental certificates. 
All 11 properties have had numerous ci-
tations for being unregistered as well as 
weeds, grass and trash violations. 

Efforts to reach Fady were unsuc-
cessful. 

Brian McGrain, the city’s director of 
the Planning and Economic Develop-
ment, which oversees code compliance 
operations, acknowledged Monday that 
his office had “fucked up” on the follow 

through with Fady’s 
uninspected and un-
certified properties. 
When each expired, 
the office should 
have automatically 
generated notifi-
cations to Fady to 
pay his inspection 
fees and get in line 
for certification. In 

response to questions, McGrain said 
those letters were going out Monday.  

This comes after a June 27 fire in an-
other unregistered rental property in 
south Lansing where a toddler, Damian 
Shessia, died. The home had no smoke 
detectors. Fady does not own that prop-
erty. 

The property, at 204 W. Cavanaugh 
Road, was identified as an unregis-
tered rental in 2020 when a premise 

Todd Heywood/City Pulse 

A toddler died in a fire last month in this uninspected and unlicensed southside 
rental house at 204 W. Cavanaugh Road. The house lacked smoke detectors. It 
is a tragic recent example of a flawed system the city is struggling to address. 

McGrain

Uninspected rentals a thorny problem for Lansing 
inspector cited 
it for long grass. 
The inspector dis-
covered the prop-
erty was owned 
by the next-door 
neighbor. That 
triggered a failure 
to register notice 
in addition to the 
grass notice.  

McGrain said 
the owner noti-
fied the city that 
no one was living 
in the home and 
he did not intend 
to rent it. As a re-
sult, enforcement 
on failing to reg-
ister the property 
as a rental was stopped.  

The property then was sold in June 
2021 to Grand Rapids business Cham-
berlain Capital LLC. In August 2021, 
the business was transferred to Evolve 
Real Estate LLC, of DeWitt. The ad-
dress for Evolve is a residential property 
in DeWitt. 

City officials were unaware of the 
ownership changes because the current 
property database does not flag them.  

That is just one of a series of obstacles 
the city faces in a series of significant 
obstacles in cracking down on rogue, 
illegal rentals. 

Another is sheer numbers, McGrain 
estimated there are 5,000 residential 
properties thought to be illegal, which 
is nearly 10% of the city’s 53,000 to 
55,000 rental properties estimated to 
be rentals. 

On top of that, the city’s housing is 
aging, making it more difficult to keep 
properties up to date with new rental 
requirements.  

The biggest issue, McGrain said, is 
finding those illegal rentals.  

“Most of our tips come from neigh-
bors,” he said. “But we also monitor 
places like Zillow. Our inspectors who 
are identifying properties with other vi-
olations — trash, tall grasses, etc. — are 
also finding unregistered rental proper-
ties.” 

That happens, he said, when the vio-
lations are entered into a property da-

tabase that includes building concerns, 
rental certifications, property sales in-
formation and tax assessing informa-
tion such as the value of the property. 
Lansing contracts with BS&A Software, 
a 35-year-old company that serves some 
2,100 municipalities. The city of Lan-
sing has a link to the website on the city 
assessor’s website as “property look up.” 
The database can be searched by name 
of owner, address or the parcel number 
of the property. 

Another obstacle, McGrain said, is 
the 11 code inspectors have to spend 
time in court dealing with recalcitrant 
property owners who are allegedly not 
making required improvements to ad-
dress the health and safety of residents 
— time away from inspections. 

“That really does cut down on their 
ability to do their jobs,” McGrain said of 
such court appearances, which with de-
lays can often hours. In addition to the 
11 code compliance officers, the city has 
four premise inspectors and just closed 
the job search for a fifth premise inspec-
tor funded in the current budget.  

Local landlord Dale Schrader said 
that the city’s code compliance office 
and rental certification process has “im-
proved” under the Schor administra-
tion. “But there is room to grow,” said 
Schrader, who owns 20 rental proper-
ties, most located in the Walnut neigh-
borhood and Old Town. 

Schrader said the city needs to do a 

better job of identifying 
illegal rentals, such as 
those owned by an LLC 
or people who own mul-
tiple properties. “I think 
they can do a better job 
with enforcement on 
these problem proper-
ties,” he said. “That’s my 
concern — the chronic 
problem properties.” 

Councilmember Patri-
cia Spitzley, who chairs 
an ad hoc committee 
on housing, called the 
Fady registration failure 
and the Cavanaugh issue 
“unacceptable.”   

“We’ve known for 
years that staffing woes 
have delayed and com-

plicated our housing inspections,” she 
said. “City Council can only recommend 
that the mayor hire more staff for that 
office, which we have done and will con-
tinue to do. But we need to start think-
ing out of the box on this.” 

The ad hoc report, which is expect-
ed in September, will include proposed 
ordinance changes, new fee structures 
and a recommendation to increase 
staffing in the code office. That propos-
al may even include an apprenticeship 
program so the city can train the next 
generation of inspectors.  

Spitzley wants to see the city entering 
into consent decrees — which are legally 
binding contracts — with property own-
ers with clear expectations and dates af-
fixed. “That makes a case stronger if we 
have to go to court.” 

She and McGrain agreed that train-
ing and authorizing the city’s parking 
enforcement team to issue premises vi-
olations — such as long grass and trash 
— is another potential solution. It would 
put more eyes on the neighborhoods to 
address property blight, which, in turn, 
may reveal more unregistered rentals or 
land contracts that have not been filed 
with the city assessor’s office.  

“We also have to look at the fees we 
are charging, and what we can do to use 
those tools in our toolbox to push for 
more compliance, more quickly,” Spitz-
ley said. 

- TODD HEYWOOD
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Don Keskey
For 

State Representative
75th District – Democrat

Assistant Attorney General Don Keskey working with 
Attorney General Frank J. Kelley (1973-1998)

Paid for by Friends of Don Keskey, 333 Albert Ave, Suite 425, East Lansing, MI  48823, donkeskey2022@gmail.com  •  Carol Dane, Treasurer

Career

Veteran   Vietnam War Veteran (1970) and US Naval Reserve (1968 - 1974), Active Duty (1969 - 1970)

Public Servant  Michigan Assistant Attorney General and an Assistant Attorney General in Charge (1973 - 1998)

Public Law Attorney    Private Practice focusing on economic development; broadband initiatives in rural areas;
                                        representing utility customer groups in utility and renewable energy cases (1998 - present)

Small Business Owner  Principal Member, Public Law Resource Center, PLLC, East Lansing (2009 - present)

Homeowner and            Homeowner in East Lansing and Haslett since 1975; condo board member/
Board Member             President (93 condos in Haslett - 15 years; 28 condos in Haslett - 10 years)

Legal Experience  Don Keskey from 1973 to the present has prepared and argued numerous cases before
                                     state and federal agencies, including the Michigan Public Service Commission, the
                                     Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the Federal Communications Commission, the
                                      Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and state and federal courts, including State District and
                 Circuit Courts, the Michigan Court of Appeals and Michigan Supreme Court, 
    the United States Courts of Appeal, and the United States Supreme Court, and has 
    testified on behalf of Michigan and its utility ratepayers before the United States Congress

Education                   Northern Michigan University - BA (1968)
                                     University of Michigan Law School - J.D. Law (1973)
                                       Michigan State University - MBA (2005)

Issues and positions

Infrastructure   Promote improved roads, renewable energy, high-speed broadband, cost-effective and reliable
    utilities, enhanced transportation development

Public education  Promote and support public education

Public safety   Enhance public safety, including security in schools and in other public gatherings

Economic   Promote economic development and expansion; focus on state strategies to address
Development   inflationary impacts

Environmental  Support clean air and water and combat pollution of natural resources, ensure safe public
Protection   water resources, promote conservation programs

Climate change  Promote renewable energy and customer distributed generation; energy efficiency

Personal Medical  Support Roe v Wade principles and personal medical decisions and privacy
rights

Voter rights   Expand citizen participation and oppose voter suppression

«your KEY to the HOUSE»
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding  

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

DESIGN
FOR

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN &  
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

Westside Chipotle employees seek to unionize  
Employees of the Delta Township location of Chipotle have 

joined the national unionization effort by fast-food employ-
ees. Paperwork for the union, which would be affiliated with 
the Teamsters, was filed with the National Labor Relations 
Board last week. Chipotle corporate spokesperson Lisa Scha-
low told the Nation’s Restaurant News that the company re-
spected the rights of its workers to unionize but pointed out 
Chipotle’s tuition reimbursement program, bonus program 
and the potential for workers to reach a salary of $100,000 a 
year after just four years with the company.  

Ex-Lansing police chief heads to Alabama 
Michigan State University announced 

Monday former Lansing Police Chief Dar-
yl Green has been named the associate vice 
president of public safety and chief of police 
at the University of Alabama at Birming-
ham. Green left LPD in June of 2021 to be-
come the chief of staff for MSU Police Chief 
Marlon Lynch. His last day at MSU is July 
26, and he starts his new position on Aug. 1.  

Pulse ad goes viral 
The owner of the local cooling 

and heating service company All 
Star Mechanical has been the fo-
cus of stories in Bridge Magazine 
and the Detroit Metro Times be-
cause of an ad he ran in the June 
29 edition of City Pulse. The ad 
raised significant concerns about 
racial and gender equity in the 
shadow of the June 24 ruling by 
the Supreme Court overturning 

Roe v. Wade. Kirchoff told City Pulse he didn’t run the ad for 
publicity, he ran it because he believes in equity and wanted to 
express his outrage. Someone took a picture of the ad, posted 
it to Twitter and other social media and it garnered hundreds 
of thousands of reactions and retweets.  

Police nab man walking a motorcycle 
Lansing Police confirmed they arrested a man walking down 

Kalamazoo Street at Holmes Road on the city’s east side. He 
was pushing a motorcycle that matched the description of one 
reported stolen the day before. He tried to flee, but officers were 
able to apprehend him. He was charged with receiving and 
concealing stolen property, resisting arrest, possession of nar-
cotics and a slew of additional warrants already in the system.  

 Red Cedar senior residence opening in September 
A $35 million luxury senior housing project in the north-

west corner of the Red Cedar Project Development is set to 
open in September. The luxury senior living facility was cre-
ated by developer Karl Schneider of Continental Senior Com-
munities. It’s part of a larger development on the former Red 
Cedar Golf Course, which closed in 2007. The Red Cedar 
Project is a $262 million product of developer Joel Ferguson 
and his company Ferguson Development in partnership with 
Frank Kass, of Columbus Ohio. When done, the new develop-
ment will include apartments, retail space and two hotels, as 
well as parking.  

 
Holy matrimony Batman!  

The caped crusader and multimil-
lionaire Batman/Bruce Wayne and 
badass Wonder Woman/Diana Prince 
tied the knot Sunday at the Capital 
City Comic Con at the Lansing Center. And it was no stunt: 
The duo are portrayed locally by Shamus Smith and Katie 
Whitaker. Just before the two took their super dive into mat-
rimony, comedian and actor Tom Arnold stepped up to greet 
the crowd. WITL radio host Mojo attended the nuptials and 
shared his experience on the station’s website.  

Newly minted lottery millionaire from Holt  
Jamieson King, 43, of Holt bought a Powerball lottery tick-

et Aug. 4 last year at the Quality Dairy on Dunckel Road. It 
turned out to be a gangbusters win of $1 million by matching 
five white balls drawn for the game that night. For those curi-
ous, King’s winning numbers were 05-21-32-36-58. He had a 
year to claim the prize, which he did last week. He told lottery 
officials he was going to save his windfall.  

Big Reds no more 
Lansing School District Sexton High School is changing 

the name of its mascot from Big Reds,. A new mascot name 
and identity has not yet been released, with school officials 
saying they are still looking for the right match. The change 
is because the mascot is considered a racial slur by many in 
the Native American community. The costs associated with 
the change will be 
underwritten by an 
$87,500 grant from 
the Native American 
Heritage Fund. The 
organization is fund-
ed, in part, by casi-
no revenues. It has 
been working with 
Michigan schools to 
eliminate racially in-
sensitive mascots, in-
cluding providing a $213,633 rebranding of Okemos Schools 
mascot, The Chiefs, into the Okemos Bears. Last year the 
fund gave Lansing Schools a $47,712 grant to rebrand Riddle 
Elementary’s mascot, Little Red — a bear wearing a Native 
American headdress. The school mascot is now the Rhinos, 
named in part after the young rhino born at Potter Park Zoo 
in 2019 
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding  

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

DESIGN
FOR

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN &  
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

By TODD HEYWOOD
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding  

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

DESIGN
FOR

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN &  
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale. The last Eye for Design (be-

low) was not identified by our 
readers. The decorative white 
columns frame a second-story 
window on the downtown Cu-
ban restaurant, La Cocina Cu-
bana. Located at the corner of 
Washington Square and Allegan 
Street, the restaurant occupies 
one of many cool and architec-
turally diverse buildings down-
town.  

This week’s Eye for Design 
(above) is located in southwest 
Lansing. If you know where, 
send an email to knarianj@
mail.lcc.edu and you could win 
an Eye for Design mug! 

- JAMES KNARIAN 

I can’t pretend like everything is ok. 
Gun fetishes are being prioritized, 

women are no longer in control 
of their own bodies. 

The earth is heating up. 
Black and Brown people are still 

being killed, brutalized, 
or otherwise harassed. 
Honestly, at this point, 

who gives a SH*T about HVAC. 
But if you’re hot, give us a call.
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Kenneth G. ‘Red’ McIntyre: Witness to history
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

EAST LANSING BUILDING BOARD OF APPEALS
 Date:   Thursday, July 28, 2022
 Time:   7:00 p.m.
  Location:  East Lansing City Hall, 2nd Floor, 
    410 Abbot Road, Conference Room A
   
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. Appeal of Elias Strangas (owner) requesting a variation for the property at 712 Northlawn 
Avenue from the following requirement of Chapter 11 and 2 of the Michigan Plumbing Code 
(2018 edition) and Chapter 4 of the Michigan Residential Code (2015 edition. The applicant 
for 712 Northlawn Avenue is requesting that a variance be given to allow the connection of a 
sump pump to the combined storm/sanitary drain already installed inside the house.

Section 1101 General
1101.3 Prohibited drainage.  Storm water shall not be drained into sewers intended for 
sewage only.   

Section 1109 Combined Sanitary and Storm Public Sewer
1109.1 General. Where the public sewer is a combined system for both sanitary and 
storm water, the storm sewer shall be connected independently to the public sewer.

Section 202 General Definitions
[A] APPROVED.  Acceptable to the code official.
BUILDING SEWER.  That part of the drainage system that extends from the end of the 
building drain and conveys the discharge to a public sewer, private sewer, individual 
sewage disposal system or other point of disposal. 
 Combined.  A building sewer that conveys both sewage and storm water or 
 other drainage.
 Sanitary.  A building sewer that conveys sewage only. 
 Storm.  A building sewer that conveys storm water or other drainage, but not 
 sewage.
BUILDING SUBDRAIN.  That portion of a drainage system that does not drain by 
gravity into the building sewer.
Sanitary sewer.  A sewer that carries sewage and excludes storm, surface and ground 
water.
Storm sewer.  A sewer that conveys rainwater, surface water, subsurface water and 
similar liquid wastes.
SUBSOIL DRAIN.  A drain that collects subsurface water or seepage water and 
conveys such water to a place of disposal.
SUMP PUMP.  An automatic water pump powered by an electric motor for the removal 
of drainage, except raw sewage, from a sump, pit or low point.

Section R405 Foundation Drainage
R405.2.3 Drainage system.  The drainage system shall discharge into an approved 
sewer system or to daylight.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE: 

2. Appeal of Homestead Apartments (Lindsay Hayes, Property Manager) requesting
   a variation for the property at 500 West Lake Lansing Road, Building A, B, C, D from the
   following requirement of Chapter 3 and 4 of the International Property Maintenance Code
   (2006 edition). The applicant for 500 West Lake Lansing Road, Building A, B, C, D are
   seeking to reverse a Housing Inspector decision and a variance from the code requiring the
   bath ventilation to communicate to the outside.

Section 305 Interior Structure
305.1 General.  The interior of a structure and equipment therein shall be maintained 
in good repair, structurally sound and in a sanitary condition. Occupants shall keep 
that part of the structure that they occupy or control in a clean and sanitary condition.  
Every owner of a structure containing a rooming house, housekeeping units, a hotel, 
a dormitory, two or more dwelling units or two or more nonresidential occupancies, 
shall maintain, in a clean and sanitary condition, the shared or public areas of the 
structure and exterior property.

Section 403 Ventilation
403.2 Bathroom and Toilet Rooms. Every bathroom and toilet room shall comply 
with the ventilation requirements for habitable spaces as required by section 403.1, 
except that a window shall not be required in such spaces equipped with a mechanical 
ventilation system. Air exhausted by a mechanical ventilation system from a bathroom 
or toilet room shall discharge to the outdoors and shall not be recirculated.
All persons interested in this appeal will be given the opportunity to be heard.
Call (517) 319-6871, the Department of Planning, Building and Community Development, 
East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, for additional information. 
The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting.

Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services should write or call the Building 
Department, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Ml 48823. Phone: (517) 319-6871. TDD Number: 
1-800-649-3777.
    
     Scott Weaver
     Building Official           CP#22-149

President Joe Biden in 2024? I 
saw the headline, too, and it's hard to 
believe. 

A first-term incumbent, with pop-
ularity numbers literary through the 
floor? A 33% job ap-
proval rating, according 
to a recent New York 
Times/Siena College 
poll. It's lower than 
anything seen since the 
Great Depression. 

The same poll 
showed only 13% 
believe the country is going in the right 
direction. 13%? That’s really bad. 

Even Congress has a 19% approval 
rating.  

Once these 2022 elections are over, 
the clamor among Democrats for some 
"new blood" will reach a fever pitch. A 
New York Times poll says 62% of Dem-
ocrats don’t want Biden to run again.

And as long as Gretchen Whitmer 
wins reelection as governor this fall, she 
will be in the spotlight nationally as a 
presidential candidate. 

Stay with me on this. 
The country is getting what they or-

dered in Biden — a personally gregar-
ious man in the sunset of life, who has 
put the country on auto-pilot. For most 
of the country, this was a far better 
option than a second term of Donald 
Trump. 

The irony is that Biden’s first term is 
going so poorly, we may get a second 
term of Trump anyway.  

Inflation, the botched Afghanistan 
pullout, $5-a-gallon gas. Seemingly 
every business in the service industry is 
short staffed. Quality is suffering. 

Newsweek reported seven in 10 econ-
omists believe a recession is coming 
in the final quarter of 2022 or first 
quarter 2023. 

Biden's response? It's been hard to 
get anything from him. 

He’s sadly incapable of wading more 
than ankle deep into topics that aren’t 
about his personal interests. Over the 
weekend, Biden’s folks gave the press 
exactly two minutes to ask him three 
questions before he sped off on his 
bike. Otherwise, press — again — was 
stuck 100 yards away from him to 
prevent any candid responses to the 
country's problems. 

It's clearer every day that Biden is 
not instilling optimism in anyone. He's 
a declining old figurehead living in a 
tightly scripted bubble giving heavily 

POLITICS

Biden’s poor numbers may 
help Whitmer down the road  

sanitized lamentations about the trou-
bles of the real world.   

The country needs something else 
and everyone knows it.  

Biden is likely been told to say he's 
planning to seek re-election now so he 
doesn't surrender leverage in congressio-
nal negotiations. There’s only downside 
to labeling himself a lame duck now. 

The real announcement on a Biden 
re-elect comes after November, when 
it’s clear if Republicans retake two, one 
or no chambers of Congress.  

At that point, (presuming she wins) 
we'll hear more about “Whitmer 2024." 
National outlets like Politico, The Hill 
and The Insider already have her on 
their preliminary lists. 

She's a winner, a fresher face with 
government leadership experience who 
someone who has gone to war with 
Trump before. She has a national pres-
ence, isn't a Washington creature, is 
excellent in front of a camera, tough on 
the stump, from a key Purple Midwest 
state and can raise money with the best 
of them.  

Also, she's not tethered to Biden. 
This isn't the same Whitmer who was 
courted to be Biden's running mate. 
She's been distancing herself from him 
since November, when Biden and his 
tanking popularity numbers were in 
Detroit and she was not.   

Biden was in Michigan five times 
in 2021. He's been here zero times in 
2022, and it's likely stay that way. 

Read the tea leaves here. Many of her 
hires have national experience. 

Last month, the governor declined to 
answer NBC News’ question, "Should 
Mr. Biden seek reelection?” 

Instead of signing her own gas tax 
holiday, Whitmer punted the issue to 
Biden, who swiftly booted it to every-
one’s favorite fall guy — Congress.  

You read The Washington Post exclu-
sive feature story over the weekend ti-
tled, “Gretchen Whitmer’s abortion fight 
from the porch with her daughters”? 

That type of story elevating Whitmer 
in the abortion debate doesn’t happen 
on accident. 

FiveThirtyEight projected this week 
that Whitmer is "clearly favored" to 
win reelection, giving her a 91 in 100 
chance of winning if Ryan Kelley wins 
the nomination. 

If and when that happens, I'll be look-
ing for news on her first trip to Iowa. 

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol news 
service MIRS at melinnky@gmail.com.) 
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a young man, both in college and law 
school, I developed an interest in con-
stitutional law and the civil rights strug-
gles. I made a substantial number of 
trips to the Deep South, and the trips 
would usually last for two-three weeks. 
I recall being in Mississippi (in 1964) 
for 100 days with only a couple quick 
trips back to Washington. I was paid 
the princely sum of $5,000 a year plus 
whatever green stamps I could save 
from car rentals. 

Describe the types of cases you were 
involved with? 

Most of the cases involved voting reg-
istration rights in Mississippi, Louisiana 
and Alabama. I photographed voting 
records and rolls and the applications 
to show they (county officials) were dis-
criminating against Blacks wanting to 
vote. The work was tedious and boring. 
On voter applications white applicants 
were asked about easy constitutional 
matters like “no person shall be impris-
oned for debt” while Black applicants 
got much longer and far more complex 
sections of the Constitution to inter-
pret. My first impression of Mississippi 
was when I got off the plane in Laurel, 
Mississippi, and saw their drinking 
fountains and restrooms in the airport. 
The drinking fountains were marked 
“white” and “colored.” The “white” one 
was bright and shiny and the “colored” 
one was a simple unpainted gray pipe. 
I had never seen anything like that nor 
had I been told to expect that. Welcome 
to Mississippi. 

By BILL CASTANIER 
When Kenneth G. McIntyre entered 

Michigan State University in 1956, he 
had his heart set on being a sports writ-
er. After working two summers for a lo-
cal newspaper, though, he took a consti-
tutional law class — and decided on a 
career path that would place him front 
and center in some of the monumental 
historical events of the 1960s and ‘70s, 
including the civil rights movement, the 
Detroit race riots, the Algiers Motel inci-
dent and Kent State. McIntyre, 84, was 
born in Detroit in 1938, the second son 
of hard-working parents who raised four 
boys, who shared a bedroom, in Livonia. 
His father was a door-to-door salesman 
for Home Tea and later sold butter, eggs 
and chickens that the family raised on 
their property. McIntyre graduated from 
Bentley High School in 1956, where he 
played football, basketball and track and 
was named the outstanding athlete of his 
class. McIntyre and his second wife, Ei-
leen, live in Okemos.  

City Pulse: Tell me about your child-
hood. 

As a kid I was a skinny redhead with a 
zillion freckles. I won one of those “most 
freckles” contests. I was always shy as a 
kid. I caddied at local private golf courses 
and I was lucky enough to win an Evans 
caddie scholarship, which paid for most 
of my costs at Michi-
gan State University. 
I once was accused 
of being the “resident 
dissident” by the fac-
ulty adviser. It has 
been accepted that 
Grandma Gert on my 
mother’s side had red 
hair and she was the 
genetic source of my 
bright red hair. Eileen 
years later asked what I looked like in 
high school and I answered Howdy Doo-
dy, an early TV dummy with freckles, red 
hair and big ears. I filled the bill on all 
of those. It was in high school I got the 
nickname “Red.” 

Why did you abandon a sports writ-
ing career and what did you think you’d 
be doing next? 

I followed sports religiously and I 
always saw myself as the guy up in the 
press box. I got a job with a Livonia 
weekly paper and was assigned cover-
ing kids’ sports. It was the same thing 
over and over; take a picture, talk to 
the coach. It was boring. I took a class 

Bill Castanier/City Pulse 

Caption: Kenneth G. “Red” McIntyre at his home in Okemos holding a photo of him 
with the staff of the President’s Commssion on Student Unrest, for which he led 
the investigation into the Ohio National Guard’s killing of four people at Kent State 
University during a peace protest in 1970.

Kenneth G. ‘Red’ McIntyre: Witness to history

See Red, Page 10

Retired Lansing lawyer recounts his role in civil rights, Kent State and the PBB case 

in constitutional law (at MSU) and it 
piqued my interest in law, especially civ-
il rights law. I had a professor who made 
constitutional law interesting.  

How did you become interested in  
civil rights? 

I always hated bullies, cheats, bigots 
and persons without any measure of 
empathy for others. My father, who was 

Canadian, was 
kind of a strange 
guy. He was 
opinionated and 
had an over-de-
veloped sense 
of fairness. He 
quite often talk-
ed about how 
it was so un-
fair how whites 
treated Blacks. 

That and the Freedom Riders were in 
the news all the time. 

What did you do after graduating 
from MSU?  

I looked for the cheapest law school 
that would give me a scholarship, so 
I enrolled at Kansas University Law 
School and graduated in 1963.  

Did you marry while at Kansas?  
Yes, while back home on break I met 

Sandy at a party, and in the winter of 
1962 I asked her to marry me in a let-
ter. She said she cried when she got that 
letter and said yes. We raised four boys. 

My wife died (after suffering an an-
eurism on Christmas Day 1992) on Dec. 

30, 1992. I never got to say goodbye or 
thank her for 30 years of putting up 
with my compulsive work habits. 

What did you do after law school? 
The U.S. Department of Justice was 

looking for lawyers at the time, so I in-
terviewed and got the job. I got good 
grades in law school and had won the 
moot court competition. I was assigned 
to the Civil Rights Division.  

What was that like? 
It was my dream job. It was my best 

and most fulfilling job I’ve ever had. 
I’m not sure why but ever since I was 

“I always hated bullies, cheats, bigots 
and persons without any measure of 

empathy for others.” 
Kenneth G. “Red” McIntyre 

U.S. Army 

Water fountains, as seen here in Mississippi in a U.S. Army photo, were desegre-
gated throughout the South until Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
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What were the Southern federal 
courts like? 

Nearly all of the federal judges who 
presided over such cases either flatly re-
fused to rule on them or agreed to reg-
ister a few of the Black witnesses rather 
than find a pattern of discrimination. 
They would pick four or five teachers, 
doctors and leaders in the Black com-
munity and allow them to register. We 
really didn’t make any progress until 
the murder of a Detroit woman, Viola 
Liuzzo, when Congress passed the 1965 
Voting Rights Act.  

You were in Mississippi when the 
civil rights workers from the North, 
James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and 
Michael Schwerner, were kidnapped, 
tortured and killed and were later dis-
covered buried in a levee. 

We were in Meridian, Mississippi, 
and got the call that there was a com-
plaint from SNCCers (Student Non-Vi-
olent Coordinating Committee) that 
three civil rights workers didn’t come 
back last night (June 21, 1964). We 
heard they had been arrested and re-
leased. I was in the first car with depart-
ment lawyers who went to Philadelphia 

(Mississippi) the next day to 
interview the sheriff and deputy 
sheriff about the kids’ being re-
lease from jail and not returning 
to where they were staying. Lat-
er, the deputy sheriff would be 
convicted of murder in the case. 

Since I was the junior lawyer, I 
didn’t conduct the interview but 
sat in the town square watching 
pickup trucks circle the square. 
They appeared to be celebrating. 
There was a lot of honking and 
yelling and my cynical reaction 
was they knew what happened. 

What was your role in the case? 
Minimal. I did some investi-

gative work following up on tips 
about where the bodies might be 
buried. All I discovered was the 
burial site of a dead horse.  

Were you ever afraid? 
Yes, it was right after the Civ-

il Rights Act passed in 1964, we were 
checking on public accommodations like 
bathrooms and restaurants. Basically just 
driving around and stopping and observ-
ing. Someone got a little edgy and called 
the police. We were coming back from 
Vidalia, Louisiana, and were crossing the 
Natchez bridge when we were stopped by 
the cops. A group of guys who had driven 
up with the cops started yelling (racial 

epithets). We were trained to not engage. 
So I just turned away. I was just lean-
ing on the car. That’s when I got sucker 
punched. Coldcocked me and broke my 
sunglasses yelling, “Why don’t you go 
back up North and take care of your own 
(N-word).” A cop said leave them alone — 
they’re feds. We called Washington and 
they told us to trade the car in and get out 
of there. 

Another time we were in 
Carthage, Mississippi, where 
a Black family had plans to 
enroll their child in school. We 
were scouting for locations 
we could place federal mar-
shals if need be. We stopped 
at a restaurant and when we 
were in there a group of men 
came and sat across from us 
and tried to intimidate us. We 
got up and left and they fol-
lowed us out of town showing 
us their weapons. 

Once when were overnight 
in Prentiss, Mississippi. I had a 
bad back so I was sleeping on 
a mattress, which I put on the 
floor next to the door. When I 

woke, I found a card that had 
been slipped under the door. It 
said something like “the Klan is 
watching you.” 

Did you participate or observe any of 
the big civil rights marches?  

Yes, I was assigned to the Selma to 
Montgomery march, which began on 
March 25, 1965, as an observer to help 
monitor the situation.  I was in a suit 
and tie and one job I had is to make 
sure anyone who took a potty break got 
back in the march quickly so they still 

FBI 

An FBI poster of the three civil rights workers who 
disappeared after last being seen in Philadelphia, 
Mississippi, on June 21, 1964. 

See Red, Page 11

All Star was founded in 2007 because  
I wanted to provide better service 
than what we were giving when I was 
employed elsewhere. I accomplished 
that easily, we are second to none in 
quality. Carrying that tradition on, I was 
compelled to engage in the state of 
our society. That some things are 
more important. So, when you hire us, 
you know exactly what you are getting. 
I'm committed to doing that until 
change happens.

The service is backed up by the many, many 
thousands of customers who support our 
mission to continue being a company with a 
conscience.
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New 
Showroom 

in Frandor!
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517.393.1102
lanesrepair.com

A Better Local 
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Financing available for Everyone  

Red
from page 10

had state police protection. (A previ-
ous attempt called Bloody Sunday on 
March 7 had resulted in brutal beating, 
canceling that march.) After seven years 
college, here I was telling people to 
hurry up with their personal business. 
The march itself was in hindsight truly 
amazing. We went through small towns, 
lots of white folks, many with children 
present shouted obscenities and insults 
at the marchers. The hatred was palpa-
ble. I walked the entire way, about 50 
miles. It was a long way, but I got to go 
back to air-conditioned motels. 

partment of Justice I was also assigned 
to handle any federal civil rights cases 
which arose in the Eastern District. 

(Editor’s note: On July 25, 1967, the 
Detroit Riots broke out and what would 
become known as the Algiers Motel in-
cident would make its way to the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office. During the riot on 
the night of July 25 and the morning of 
July 26, three black teenage boys were 
killed and nine others were physically 
abused by members of combined task 
force of Detroit Police, State Police and 
the National Guard at the Algiers Motel 
annex on Woodward Avenue. All in all, 
three separate trials and one hearing 
were conducted with none of the police 
officers or the private security guard 
found guilty. One trial was held in Ma-
son, where the jury returned with a ver-
dict of not guilty.)

How did you get involved in the Al-
giers Motel case? 

Three white police officers and a Black 
private security were charged in a state 
conspiracy which was thrown out by a 
judge because he didn’t believe any of the 
witnesses. He did a hometown job — a 
hometown white job on the case. Kind of 
like the ones I worked on in Mississippi. 

I was so angry. It was a clear violation of 
the law. I asked if I could take the case for 
federal prosecution. 

It was duck soup for the defense 
lawyers to cause the witnesses to have 
different stories, especially since there 
were various police agencies involved. I 
knew it would be a tough case, but my 
theory was if we don’t bring it we lose 
ground in the Black community. 

What was the process in bringing the 
federal case in the Algier Motel inci-
dent? Did you go to a grand jury?  

Yes, the grand jury moved to indict in 
May 1968. It didn’t go to trial for a long 
time (January-February 1970). 

Federal District Judge Stephen Roth 
was assigned the federal conspiracy case 
for Algiers. He was the former state 
attorney general. In a pretrial motion 
he was pretty good. He ruled that the 
police officers’ false exculpatory state-
ment could be used as evidence since 
the officers voluntarily told their stories 
about the killings, admitting to them 
to fellow officers and they were not co-
erced. Their lies were my best evidence. 
When the police officers were first in-
terviewed, they told the FBI they didn’t 
even go into the motel.  

The trial was moved to Flint for prej-
udicial reasons. Did you agree to that?  

I was opposed to it. My response was 
most of the jurors would be from coun-
ties other than Wayne County. Another 
argument by the defense was Hersey’s 
book (“The Algiers Motel Incident,” by 
John Hersey) was believed to be prejudi-
cial to the case and was being read by the 
people of Detroit. The judge took almost 
a year to decide the change of venue. 

Was the jury all white?  
Yes, three or four blacks were drawn 

but were all bounced. Not something 
you could do today. 

It was clear to me that Roth did not 
like the federal case since the state con-
spiracy case had already been decided. 

See Red, Page 12

Peter Pettis/Library of Congress 

As a civil rights attorney for the U.S. 
Justice Department, McIntyre mon-
itored the famed 1965 march from 
Selma to Montgomery in Alabama. 

John Lewis 

Did you ever meet John Lewis while 
on the march?  

Yes. I got to speak and walk with John 
Lewis, who was with the civil rights 
group in Selma and who had been badly 
beaten on Bloody Sunday.  

He still had bruises and bumps on him. 
I talked with him about the general civil 
rights atmosphere for about 10-15 min-
utes. I was the quintessential cvil rights 
lawyer. I’m sure he was happy to hear 
friendly voices. We were dress in suits 
even though it was a $30 wash and dry. 

How did you end up back in Michigan? 
We had one child and another on the 

way so in 1967, my wife convinced me to 
move back to Detroit, and in the spring 
I took a job as an assistant United States 
attorney in the Criminal Division of the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office of the U.S. District 
Court, Eastern District of Michigan.  

What kind of cases did you handle? 
Virtually all of the cases of police bru-

tality. When I first got there, I got some 
of the rinky-dink cases —some bank rob-
beries, postal cases and counterfeiting. 
Because of my prior job with the De-

Collection of Bill Castanier 

A postcard of the Algiers Motel, where three teenagers were killed and nine oth-
er people were injured by police during the 1967 race riots. 
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CITY OF EAST LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST

FOR THE TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2022 ELECTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public Accuracy Test for the 
August 2, 2022 State Primary Election for registered voters in the City of East Lansing, 
Ingham and Clinton Counties, has been scheduled for Wednesday, July 20, 2022 at 8:30 a.m., 
in Conference Room A located at City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823.

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to demonstrate that the program being used to tabulate 
the results of the election, counts the votes in the manner that meets the requirements of the 
law.

All interested persons are welcome to attend.

Jennifer Shuster
East Lansing City Clerk   
       CP#22-147

STATE OF MICHIGAN, INGHAM COUNTY PROBATE COURT.  NOTICE OF HEARING File No. 
16-000651-GM-P33 and 16-000653-GM-P33. In the matter of Tristan Pelletier and Elijah Michael Nhan. 
TAKE NOTICE: A hearing will be held on August 18, 2022 at 9:15 a.m. at 313 W. Kalamazoo, Lansing, 
MI 48933 before Judge Richard J. Garcia, for the following purpose(s): UNCONTESTED HEARING 
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP. Date: 7/8/22. Deborah Tellez-Mitchelle, 3917 
Pleasant Grove Rd., Lansing, MI 48910.      CP#22-150

STATE OF MICHIGAN, INGHAM COUNTY PROBATE COURT.  NOTICE OF HEARING File No. 
22-877-GM. In the matter of Phoenix Cooper. TAKE NOTICE: A hearing will be held on August 4, 2022 
at 10:30 a.m. at 313 W. Kalamazoo, Lansing, MI 48933 before Judge Richard J. Garcia, for the following 
purpose(s): UNCONTESTED HEARING PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP. Date: 
7/8/22. Deborah Tellez-Mitchelle, 3917 Pleasant Grove Rd., Lansing, MI 48910.    
        CP#22-151

ACCOUNTABILITY
EQUITY

SUSTAINABILITY

facebook.com
/emilydievendorfforstaterepresentative

EMILYDIEVENDORF.COM

Paid for by Friends of Emily Dievendorf, 
418 Monroe St., Lansing, MI 48906

The real problem was Roth changed 
his mind about the use of exculpatory 
evidence. He totally changed his mind 
about using the false statements.  

The trial lasted more than a month 
and the police officer’s defense was ba-
sically how bad it was for these rookie 
cops. The defendants did not have to 
testify because of Roth’s ruling. The 
defense argued that the witnesses were 
lying. 

What was the result?  
Not guilty. Deliberations lasted nine 

hours and an all-white jury brought 
back not guilty of conspiracy. 

What did you do after the Algiers 
case?  

Nixon had been elected in 1968 so 
turnover in the office was expected. I 
was able to finish the (Algiers) case. I 
wanted to go into private practice. I had 
just joined the law firm of Sinas Dramis 
Brake and Boughton in Lansing when I 
was approached to be the co-director of 
the Kent State investigation for the Pres-
ident’s Commission on Campus unrest. 

At first my partners were anxious for 
me to develop the practice, but the inci-
dent was so important they agreed to a 
leave of absence. 

The commission was headed by for-
mer Gov. Scranton of Pennsylvania. 
Our job was to interview those involved 
and feed questions to the commission. I 
mainly wrote the final report. It was long 
and boring. Then some journalist came 
in and rewrote it. Later I was asked to 
represent the case in front of the grand 

jury, but my firm gave me an irrevoca-
ble no.  It was no big deal since the Ohio 
grand jury refused to indict anyone. 

What was your next big case? 
I was mostly handling criminal cases, 

but in 1974 I was out cutting grass at my 
Okemos home and my next-door neigh-
bor, who was a risk manager for Farm 
Bureau, asked me if I had ever done any 
product liability cases. I told him yeah 
but nothing big. Little did I know the 
decision to take the PBB case would con-
sume my legal work for nearly 12 years. 

Can you summarize the case? 
The Farm Bureau Services had mis-

takenly added PBB, a fire retardant, to 
feed for cattle. The product had origi-
nated from Michigan Chemical Co. in 
St. Louis, Michigan, which used stencils 
to identify the various products. In 1973 
a worker at Farm Bureau Services acci-

dentally mixed up two products, sub-
stituting FireMaster (containing PBB) 
in place of a bag of magnesium oxide 
which was labeled NutriMaster. The 
products were identical in appearance. 

(Editor’s note: By the time the mix-up 
was discovered in April 1974, PBB had 
entered the food chain through milk, 
dairy and beef products. All types of 
farm animals were also contaminated. 
As a result of this incident, more than 
500 contaminated Michigan farms 
were quarantined and tens of thousands 
of farm animals were destroyed.) 

We had 1,000 claims. Ultimately, I 
won three lengthy trials, which allowed 
us to settle the vast majority of cases. One 
trial lasted more than a year and a half. 
We even went out and bought a herd of 
cows which had been exposed to PBB 
and raised them to show they could be 
raised with no problems. We ended up 
settling almost all of the cases, but it cost 
Farm Bureau Services, the feed company, 
so much money it went bankrupt. 

Reflecting on your life, do you have 
advice for your children? 

Don’t let time slip away without hon-
estly assessing your parents and family 
members and telling them how you feel. 
That’s one thing I regret not doing.  

(Thinking about his afterlife, McIn-
tyre told historian Judith Christie, who 
recorded an oral history of him for the 
United States District Court: “I want my 
headstone when I die, I want it to say, 
‘He gave a damn.’”)

(The article was compiled from two 
lengthy interviews conducted and edit-
ed by Bill Castanier, the president of the 
Historical Society of Greater Lansing 
and a longtime contributor to City Pulse, 
and from a personal biography written 
by McIntyre for his family, along with 
the review of an oral history conducted 
for the Eastern District Court.)

Red
from page 11

Personal Collection of Kenneth G. McIntyre

As a member of the staff of the President’s 
Commission on Student Unrest, McIntyre coordinat-
ed the investigation of the killing of four people by 
the Ohio National Guard on May 4, 1970, during an 
antiwar demonstration. He is standing at the far left 
during a press conference on commission’s report. 

Ted F. Jackson papers. Michigan State University Archives 
and Historical Collections

As a lawyer in private practice in the 
Lansing firm of Sinas Dramis, McIntyre 
represented Farm Bureau Services 
after the feed company mixed up feed 
with a product containing the fire retar-
dant polybrominated biphenyls — PBBs 
— which entered the food chain. 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
OFFICE OF THE INGHAM COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER

In the Matter of:  Pine Dell Drain

NOTICE OF MEETING OF BOARD OF DETERMINATION 

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to you as a person liable for an assessment that the 
Board of Determination, comprised of Paulette Hatchett, John Leonard, Dennis Williams, 
and Jennie Nerkowski (Alternate), will meet on Wednesday, July 27, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Delhi Charter Township Community Services Center, 2074 Aurelius Road, 
Holt, MI 48842 to hear all interested persons and evidence and to determine whether the 
actions prayed for in a Petition dated April 27, 2022 for the cleaning out, relocating, widening, 
deepening, straightening, tiling, extending, improving, providing structures, mechanical 
devices and pumping equipment, adding branches and a relief drain and/or relocating along 
a highway to the drain known and designated as the Pine Dell Drain, located and established 
in Delhi Charter Township, is necessary and conducive to the public health, convenience, or 
welfare, in accordance with Sections 72 and 191 of Act No. 40, PA 1956, as amended, and 
further, to determine whether it is necessary to add lands to and/or delete lands from the Pine 
Dell Drain Drainage District pursuant to Section 197 of Act No. 40, PA 1956, as amended.

 Proceedings conducted at this public hearing will be subject to the provisions 
of the Michigan Open Meetings Act and you are further notified that information regarding 
this meeting may be obtained from the Ingham County Drain Commissioner. Persons with 
disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in the meeting should contact 
the Ingham County Drain Commissioner at the number noted below (voice) or through the 
Michigan Relay Center at 711 (TTY) at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting to request 
mobility, visual, hearing, or other assistance. Minutes of the meeting will be on file in the 
following office: Ingham County Drain Commissioner’s Office, 707 Buhl Avenue, Mason, 
Michigan 48854.

 YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that persons aggrieved by the decisions of 
the Board of Determination may seek judicial review in the Circuit Court for the County of 
Ingham within ten (10) days after the determination. If the actions prayed for in the Petition 
are determined to be necessary and conducive to the public health, convenience, or welfare, 
a special assessment may be levied against properties that benefit from the project. A 
landowner, or party of interest in property to be assessed, or their agent, may appear in 
person to comment on the necessity of the project. 

Dated: July 1, 2022   Patrick E. Lindemann
    Ingham County Drain Commissioner
    Phone: (517) 676-8395   
                CP#22-148
          

The Benefits of Attending 
an Artist Reception
You don’t have to be an art collector to attend an artist recep-
tion.  Receptions are an opportunity to get to know the artist, 
ask questions and discover what they were thinking when they 
created different pieces.

Artwork is subjective — but why?  A piece may speak to you, or 
evoke emotions or memories, or you just simply love it.  Learning 
the back story can open your eyes to a different way of looking at 
the world.  You can agree, disagree, and even agree to disagree, 
but talking with the creator provides an opportunity to learn. 

Art can be many things to different people.  It is history, math-
ematics, chemistry, physics.  Art encompasses both mind and 
soul.  It invokes all five senses.  It can envelop us or challenge 
how we think and feel.  Art creates connections and celebrates 
our differences while accepting our spirit of individuality.

Art receptions can be held anytime throughout the year at galler-
ies and boutiques near you.  Old Town Lansing is proud to host 
Arts Night Out six times each year. Step outside of your everyday 
and attend an artist reception-you might make a lifelong connec-
tion with an individual or a piece of art.

ABSOLUTE 
GALLERY
(517) 482- 8845
307 E César E. Chávez Ave 
Lansing, MI 48906
absolutegallery.net

GIFTS

Taking Your Brain to the Gym, 
with Neurofeedback
We can tone our muscles through weight-lifting, cardio, yoga 
and more, enhancing a cascade of healthy processes through-
out our body. But let’s not forget brain fitness!  We can also 
“exercise” our brains with Neurofeedback, for a wide range of 
emotional, cognitive and physical benefits!

 Neurofeedback is a form of Biofeedback, which uses instru-
ments and gauges to measure and monitor body processes that 
we don’t normally think about, in order to reduce stress. Neuro-
feedback is biofeedback for the brain.

 The process starts with a comprehensive brain map recording, 
where a client wears a tight-fitting cap that feeds the brain’s 
electrical information back to the computer software, where it 
can be analyzed for patterns of dysregulation that correlate with 
things like sleep, focus, stress, mood, pain, balance, etc.  

 Specialized settings are then determined, and the client can “re-
train” their brain to balance and function more optimally, in the 
follow-up sessions.  Over time, symptoms can often diminish or 
go away, and after 20 or more sessions, the gains can become 
long term.  The process is pain-free, safe, non-invasive, and has 
increasing endorsements, among them the Cleveland Clinic, 
the American Academy of Pediatrics and Bessel van der Kolk,  
MD — a leading trauma researcher.

MID-MICHIGAN 
NEUROFEEDBACK
GRETCHEN 
MORSE
(517) 290-4965
2109 Hamilton Rd. Ste 100-C 
Okemos, MI
mmnero.com

Gretchen Morse, DMA, is Board 
Certified in Neurofeedback 
and serves on the Board of the 
Midwest Society for Behavioral 
Medicine and Biofeedback. 

WELLNESS
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Gretchen Morse, DMA,
BCNS

MID-MICHIGAN
NEUROFEEDBACK

517-290-4965

2109 Hamilton Rd. Suite 100-C
Okemos, MI 48864

ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE

What is Neurofeedback?
 
Neurofeedback is biofeedback for the brain. Biofeedback can
measure heart rate, skin temperature and also the electrical
rhythms of the brain. When brain waves are out of balance, we
can have a range of symptoms: too many fast frequencies can
produce trouble sleeping and anxious feelings. If the brain
waves are too slow, it can affect focus and mood issues.

In a session, sensors are placed on a client’s scalp to
monitor brain waves. The process is non-invasive, and can be
used to gather information into a brain map. Clients can then
learn how to slow down or speed up their brainwaves with
real time feedback during the follow-up sessions. Optimizing
and balancing brainwaves can impact a variety of symptoms.

A recent client had tried multiple interventions for traumatic
stress, but had not seen the relief they desired. Neurofeedback
helped to settle down their brain and nervous system’s
response to triggers, providing relief, and allowing them to
utilize tools from other therapies more effectively, as well.
Neurofeedback can help ease a wide range of cognitive,
emotional, and physiological symptoms.

Jessica Graham &
Michelle Humes

HOTWATER
WORKS

(517) 364-8827

2116 E Michigan Ave
Lansing, MI 48912

HYDROTHERAPY & WELLNESS

Spring is Almost Here, Time for a
Hot Tub Checkup
 Everyone is anxious for spring — after all, it’s a great
time to use your tub. Hotwater Works on Michigan Avenue offers
comprehensive hot tub checkups. We’ll bring you a new filter,
change or check your water and refill your tub, if needed.

We have fresh neck pillows, new covers, floating lights, spa
scents and all the necessary chemicals needed to usher in the
new season.

Having hot tub problems? We can diagnose any issues and make a
plan to repair them. We’ve seen all kinds of issues and can
repair and maintain your tub. We are always fair and honest.

Most tubs are going to last between 10-18 years but our current
tubs, Jacuzzi and Nordic, have extended warranties to consider
before making any repairs. Nordic is even made in Michigan!

Some think having a hot tub will require a lot of maintenance,
but it’s only about10 minutes a week. We want people to use
their tubs in the healthiest way. We can teach you to balance
water chemistry and check the filter once a month to make
sure it’s good to go. Relax Hotwater Works!

Brennan Andrews,
Marketing Director

DART BANK

(517)244-4406

368 S. Park Street
Mason, MI 48854

BANKING

The Advantages of Using a
Community Bank 
 One of the nice things about a community bank is all of your
decisions are made locally. You are not just an account number
or business statistic no one knows. The people who make
decisions know who you are. We live, work, and play in the
same community as you.To keep up with the technology of
bigger banks, many community banks are pushing to keep up.
Many have up-to-date technology and digital banking services —
it is a lot different than 1990.Dart Bank has an app on both
iPhone and Android, and a brand new website. Online banking
allows you to pay person-to-person. We have a brand new IQ
mortgage application allowing people to apply online, with a
Dart Bank mortgage specialist who can assist during the
process. We have business solutions and consumer solutions for
everyone. If you have a rare case, we can work with you in
order to find the best solution for you.When you need to reach us
by phone, a real person will answer. The person you talk to is
a resident of the Lansing area and a member of our community.
You might even get the president of the bank.

Delphi Glass

DELPHI GLASS

(517) 394-4685

3380 E Jolly Rd
Lansing, MI 48910

www.delphiglass.com

ART SUPPLIES

Slainte in style!
 
Forget about the over-priced green beer, noisy bars or waiting
in line to get a drink during the annual St. Paddy’s Day pub
crawl - stay in and serve up your favorite brew or cocktail in
style.

Just in time for your St. Patrick’s Day revelry, you can
customize a mug, pilsner glass or piece of stemware at our
Sandblasted Glassware Art a la Carte class. It’s the perfect
time to get together with friends, make some mugs and
memories. Bring a beverage of your choice and begin your
pre-St. Patrick’s Day drinking warm-up. You’ll leave at the
end of the night with fun glassware to raise a glass on any
occasion.

Call (517) 394-5364 or visit DelphiGlass.com/Cheers to register
or to schedule your private party. Join us and be prepared for a
fun night in - your buddy is gonna get everyone tossed out of the
bar for being too rowdy, anyway.

Scott Harris, LUTCF

MID-MICHIGAN
INSURANCE
GROUP, INC.

517-664-9600

4112 S. Cedar St.
Lansing, MI 48910

Nirvana, Transcendent Insight, and
Insurance
 Few people are so enlightened to know of the insurance guru
who sits atop the world’s highest mountain of paperwork-
somewhere beyond the Forest of Regret and the Sea of Dyspepsia.
The guru speaks of simplicity, “an insurance policy is nothing
more than a contract. It is a contract that says, ‘if you give
money to an insurance company and something listed in the
contract comes to pass, you will be given money.’" Of course
the guru speaks of deductibles and conditions; but the guru
actually preaches the importance of having an insurance agent
translate the words into English.

Often the guru is asked, “why is insurance so expensive?” In
the most disarming voice the guru responds, “is insurance
expensive when you’ve been t-boned while driving westbound
on Jolly Road, totaling your Prius and lacerating your kidney,
and your insurance company must pay more than you’ve ever
paid in your premiums?” Smiling, the guru says- without
uttering a word, “of course not.” The guru is wise, and
knows insurance can be your dear friend while a loyal and
humble (and cat loving) insurance agent can be your dearest
friend.

Jr. Engineers - 9:45 a.m. Impression 5 
Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

St Patrick’s Day TGIF Dance Party 
- at Eagle Eye! All welcome. 7 p.m.  15500 
Chandler Rd., Bath. tgifdance.com

Saturday, March 12
Conservation Stewards Workshop 
- There is an amazing world of life in the 
ecosystems around us to observe every 
day! 1-3 p.m. MSU  Museum, 409 W. Circle 
Dr., East Lansing. 517-884-6897. museum.
msu.edu. 

Craftivism in the MSU Museum 
Collections -  1:30-2:30 p.m. Michigan 
State University Museum, 409 West Circle 
Dr., East Lansing. 517-884-6897. 

Creating Movie Magic: Music and 
Sound Design for Teens & Tweens 
[Registration Req.] - 11 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. 
gladl.org.

Jr. Engineers - 9:45 a.m. Impression 5 
Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Mindfulness 101 -  1-2:30 p.m. Better 
Health Markets & Vitamin Stores, 305 
N. Clippert Ave, Lansing. 517-332-6892. 
betterhealthmarket.com. 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade with the Cat 
in the Hat - 2-4 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. gladl.org.

Sustainable Art - AM - 9 a.m., PM 
- 1 p.m. Impression 5 Science Center, 
200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-485-8116. 
impression5.org. 

Wine in the Woods - Bring your favorite 
beverage and enjoy a guided walk through 
the woods with a naturalist at the Harris 
Nature Center. 7-9 p.m. Harris Nature 
Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos. 
meridian.mi.us. 

Sunday, March 13
With Math: Pi Day Pie - 1 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 
Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-485-8116. 
impression5.org. 

Monday, March 14
Comedy Night - 9-11:30 p.m. Crunchy’s, 
254 W Grand River Ave, East Lansing. 517-
351-2506. crunchyseastlansing.com. 

Corner Bookmarks - Kits that contain 
a Corner Bookmark craft will be available 
on a first-come, first-served basis in our 
vestibule starting Monday, March 14th. 10 
a.m.-7 p.m. Eaton Rapids Area District 
Library, 220 South Main Street, Eaton 
Rapids. eradl.org. 

Jump Into Reading - Join Ms. Anna 
every Monday at the Library for stories, 
songs, and activities. 11-11:30 a.m. Eaton 
Rapids Area District Library, 220 S Main 
St., Eaton Rapids. eradl.org. 

PJ Storytime - Wear your PJ’s and bring 
your stuffed animal friend to the library 
to hear stories and meet a special guest. 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
gladl.org

REO Town Pub - Celebrate Joe’s 
Retirement! 7-9 p.m. 1145 S. Washington, 
Lansing. 

Tabletop Gaming Club - 6-7:30 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Tuesday, March 15
Board Game Meet Up - Ages 18 & up. 
6:30 - 10:30 p.m. Spare Time Bowling 
Alley, 3101 E Grand River, Lansing.

Financial Literacy Program Series - 
Presented by MSUFCU. 7-8 p.m. Dorothy 
Hull Library, 405 W Jefferson, Dimondale. 
517-646-0633. windsor-township.ploud.net

Minecraft Mania - Join us for an 
evening of fun and friendly competition. 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
517-627-7014. gladl.org

Preschool Family Storytime - 11-11:30 
a.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org.

Sporcle Live! Trivia - 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 
Crunchy’s, 254 W Grand River Ave, East 
Lansing. crunchyseastlansing.com

Toastmasters Meeting - via Zoom! 
Meet interesting people and develop 
speaking skills 6:30-7 p.m.  Link: 
capitalcitytoastmasters.toastmastersclubs.
org

FINANCIAL

Let me help you plan your financial future 

Contrary to what most people would think, financial 
planning is not just for the rich or those who already 
have money. You should really start planning your 
goals and what is financially important to you from 
the very beginning. Would you build a house with-
out a blueprint? Everything starts with a plan, or a 
“Financial Blueprint.”  

Why is this important? Because when a financial 
change does happen in your life — you get a raise at 
work, you free up money because you paid off a debt 
or you receive an inheritance —  you should already 
have a purpose on how to make the best of the sit-
uation. I hear it too often, “I wish I would have start-
ed planning sooner.” Let me help you put together a 
financial roadmap today, so you do not have regrets 
tomorrow. Like the saying goes, “If you fail to plan, 
you are planning to fail”.

Jose Yanez
(517) 316-5333
4112 S. Cedar St., 
Lansing
Hours: Mon-Fri 10-5 p.m.

fullcirclefp.com

Gretchen Morse, DMA,
BCNS

MID-MICHIGAN
NEUROFEEDBACK

517-290-4965

2109 Hamilton Rd. Suite 100-C
Okemos, MI 48864

ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE

What is Neurofeedback?
 
Neurofeedback is biofeedback for the brain. Biofeedback can
measure heart rate, skin temperature and also the electrical
rhythms of the brain. When brain waves are out of balance, we
can have a range of symptoms: too many fast frequencies can
produce trouble sleeping and anxious feelings. If the brain
waves are too slow, it can affect focus and mood issues.

In a session, sensors are placed on a client’s scalp to
monitor brain waves. The process is non-invasive, and can be
used to gather information into a brain map. Clients can then
learn how to slow down or speed up their brainwaves with
real time feedback during the follow-up sessions. Optimizing
and balancing brainwaves can impact a variety of symptoms.

A recent client had tried multiple interventions for traumatic
stress, but had not seen the relief they desired. Neurofeedback
helped to settle down their brain and nervous system’s
response to triggers, providing relief, and allowing them to
utilize tools from other therapies more effectively, as well.
Neurofeedback can help ease a wide range of cognitive,
emotional, and physiological symptoms.

Jessica Graham &
Michelle Humes

HOTWATER
WORKS

(517) 364-8827

2116 E Michigan Ave
Lansing, MI 48912

HYDROTHERAPY & WELLNESS

Spring is Almost Here, Time for a
Hot Tub Checkup
 Everyone is anxious for spring — after all, it’s a great
time to use your tub. Hotwater Works on Michigan Avenue offers
comprehensive hot tub checkups. We’ll bring you a new filter,
change or check your water and refill your tub, if needed.

We have fresh neck pillows, new covers, floating lights, spa
scents and all the necessary chemicals needed to usher in the
new season.

Having hot tub problems? We can diagnose any issues and make a
plan to repair them. We’ve seen all kinds of issues and can
repair and maintain your tub. We are always fair and honest.

Most tubs are going to last between 10-18 years but our current
tubs, Jacuzzi and Nordic, have extended warranties to consider
before making any repairs. Nordic is even made in Michigan!

Some think having a hot tub will require a lot of maintenance,
but it’s only about10 minutes a week. We want people to use
their tubs in the healthiest way. We can teach you to balance
water chemistry and check the filter once a month to make
sure it’s good to go. Relax Hotwater Works!

Brennan Andrews,
Marketing Director

DART BANK

(517)244-4406

368 S. Park Street
Mason, MI 48854

BANKING

The Advantages of Using a
Community Bank 
 One of the nice things about a community bank is all of your
decisions are made locally. You are not just an account number
or business statistic no one knows. The people who make
decisions know who you are. We live, work, and play in the
same community as you.To keep up with the technology of
bigger banks, many community banks are pushing to keep up.
Many have up-to-date technology and digital banking services —
it is a lot different than 1990.Dart Bank has an app on both
iPhone and Android, and a brand new website. Online banking
allows you to pay person-to-person. We have a brand new IQ
mortgage application allowing people to apply online, with a
Dart Bank mortgage specialist who can assist during the
process. We have business solutions and consumer solutions for
everyone. If you have a rare case, we can work with you in
order to find the best solution for you.When you need to reach us
by phone, a real person will answer. The person you talk to is
a resident of the Lansing area and a member of our community.
You might even get the president of the bank.

Delphi Glass

DELPHI GLASS

(517) 394-4685

3380 E Jolly Rd
Lansing, MI 48910

www.delphiglass.com

ART SUPPLIES

Slainte in style!
 
Forget about the over-priced green beer, noisy bars or waiting
in line to get a drink during the annual St. Paddy’s Day pub
crawl - stay in and serve up your favorite brew or cocktail in
style.

Just in time for your St. Patrick’s Day revelry, you can
customize a mug, pilsner glass or piece of stemware at our
Sandblasted Glassware Art a la Carte class. It’s the perfect
time to get together with friends, make some mugs and
memories. Bring a beverage of your choice and begin your
pre-St. Patrick’s Day drinking warm-up. You’ll leave at the
end of the night with fun glassware to raise a glass on any
occasion.

Call (517) 394-5364 or visit DelphiGlass.com/Cheers to register
or to schedule your private party. Join us and be prepared for a
fun night in - your buddy is gonna get everyone tossed out of the
bar for being too rowdy, anyway.

Scott Harris, LUTCF

MID-MICHIGAN
INSURANCE
GROUP, INC.

517-664-9600

4112 S. Cedar St.
Lansing, MI 48910

Nirvana, Transcendent Insight, and
Insurance
 Few people are so enlightened to know of the insurance guru
who sits atop the world’s highest mountain of paperwork-
somewhere beyond the Forest of Regret and the Sea of Dyspepsia.
The guru speaks of simplicity, “an insurance policy is nothing
more than a contract. It is a contract that says, ‘if you give
money to an insurance company and something listed in the
contract comes to pass, you will be given money.’" Of course
the guru speaks of deductibles and conditions; but the guru
actually preaches the importance of having an insurance agent
translate the words into English.

Often the guru is asked, “why is insurance so expensive?” In
the most disarming voice the guru responds, “is insurance
expensive when you’ve been t-boned while driving westbound
on Jolly Road, totaling your Prius and lacerating your kidney,
and your insurance company must pay more than you’ve ever
paid in your premiums?” Smiling, the guru says- without
uttering a word, “of course not.” The guru is wise, and
knows insurance can be your dear friend while a loyal and
humble (and cat loving) insurance agent can be your dearest
friend.

Kathy Holcomb

ABSOLUTE
GALLERY

(517) 482-8845

307 E César E. Chávez Ave
Lansing, MI 48906

absolutegallery.net

GIFTS

Polish Pottery
 
Dinner plates, spoons, platters, and, more recently, ball ornaments and
tiny Christmas trees! Yes, all these ceramics are part of our holiday
collection, expanding our little corner of Polish pottery at the gallery.
Starting seven years ago, when we were selling them because a customer
specifically requested them, we now have an entire space for these
intricate, detailed and handcrafted pieces of art. All the Polish pottery
we have in the gallery is hand crafted with pride at many small
manufacturing companies in Boleslawiec, Poland. All of the pieces are
individually hand painted, using sponge stamps and brushes to paint the
stick and floral motifs on each piece. These patterns are first hand cut
by the artists in the sponge, after which they use the sponges and brushes
to apply the unique pattern to each piece.

In Boleslawiec, when artists are deemed qualified enough they earn the
right to create a pattern from start to finish and also sign it. These
pieces can be identified by their UNIKAT stamp on the bottom, but they
also stand out for their complex and intricate patterns. Come see if you
can spot all the UNIKAT pieces in our pottery corner at the gallery! We
encourage folks to consider a handcrafted piece of art from Poland for
their gifting needs.

Joe Vitale

COLDWELL
BANKER
HUBBELL
BRIARWOOD

(517) 712-4500

830 W Lake Lansing Rd Suite 210
East Lansing, MI 48823

JoeSellsMi.com
Joe@Cb-Hb.com

REAL ESTATE

Knowing What to Do and Not Do to
Prepare Your Home for Sale
 Prior to meeting with new clients, I hear, “We should be ready for you
in a month or two.” Which I immediately follow up with, “What are
you doing to get ready for me to see your home?”

Recently I met with a couple who were first-time home sellers. They
felt in order to sell their home in the upper $200,000 price range they
would need new stainless appliances in the kitchen, new granite counters
and hardwood floors instead of barely worn carpet. In reality, looking
through the list of recent sales of similarly priced homes in their
subdivision, and assessing how their home compared, we found: Most of
the sales didn’t have granite, half of the homes had stainless
appliances, half of the homes had carpet and the other half wood floors.
Instead of spending nearly $12,000 to update, we looked at the comparable
sales and listed in the median range of sales. This proved to be
successful: The home sold within 45 days.

We did, however, adjust the lighting to enhance the space, decluttered
space, did touch-up painting and moved around furniture to showcase the
rooms. This totaled $1,200. The clients were able to save over $10,000 in
out-of-pocket costs. This is something I regularly do with clients and
would be happy to offer the same services for you if you are even
considering selling.

Dr. Sarah Denham, D.O.

(517) 853-3704

1003 East Mount Hope
Lansing, MI 48910

MEDICAL

Holistic Weight Loss Program for
the New Year
 Like clockwork, a new year comes with another round of weight loss
resolutions; most of which will inevitably see their end in the first
three weeks of January. This time, focus on breaking this cycle and
making a change for a healthier lifestyle. Adding more physical exercise
to your routine and losing weight are great goals for the new year, but
the changes rarely last. Lifestyle changes that are more enjoyable or that
can be hobbies should be considered. Doing a detox or supplement cleanse
can be a great way to start the new year and stimulate weight loss. But
choosing the right supplement with the help of a physician can make the
difference.

Fat cells in our body are responsible for inflammation, increased risk of
cancer and hormone imbalances. Complications from obesity have now
been linked to a wide range of physical and mental health issues like
joint pains, overall fatigue and depression. Discussing your weight loss
and exercise plan with your physician will help you monitor your
progress. Overall improvement of health should remain the focus
throughout this process with an emphasis on diet changes, exercise plans,
sleep improvements, improving nutrition through quality supplements,
and better stress management. Contact Dr. Sarah Denham at CIMA to set up
an appointment for your holistic wellness consultation.

Mike Salquist

CENTRAL
PHARMACY

(517) 316-0711

1001 E Mt Hope Ave
Lansing, MI 48910

www.centralpharmacymi.com

MEDICAL

All Your Meds Organized and
Delivered to Your Doorstep
 Keeping track of all your medication on a daily basis can be challenging,
involving a lot of time and effort to get them right. Luckily, your
pharmacist can have all your medication filled, organized and delivered
to you on time! With the Dispill medication packaging program, you can
have the convenience of an innovative multi-dose packaging system, filled
by your trusted pharmacist!

They’re clearly labeled by date and time of day, giving you the comfort
of knowing you took the right medication at the right time. Each Dispill
blister pack contains 28 individual blisters that contain your prescribed
medication for a specific time (morning, noon, evening, bedtime) and
date. Additionally, this system also helps improve compliance, lower
healthcare costs and completely eliminates the stress of organizing
medications. This system is a safe way for you to adhere to your
medication schedules, especially for patients with multi dose
requirements. Patients can take it on-the-go, since this system
completely eliminated the need for pill bottles/boxes or single dose
bingo-cards. Please contact Central Pharmacy for more information about
the packaging program and for all other pharmaceutical needs.

Rick Smith MD

(517) 908-3040

1504 E Grand River Ave # 100
East Lansing, MI 48823

www.rickjsmithmd.com

PLASTIC SURGERY

Choosing Plastic Surgery
 
Making a decision to consider cosmetic surgery is a highly personal one
and navigating through the procedure can appear overwhelming during the
initial stages. A good place to start is by asking yourself why you want
surgery. One of the best reasons for getting cosmetic surgery is you want
to do something positive for yourself. Once you have made the decision to
schedule a consultation you should seek out a surgeon who is board
certified by The American Board of Plastic Surgery. This will ensure
that you are seeing a physician who has advanced training in the procedure
you are interested in.

Patients who come in with very specific requests for procedures should
understand that plastic surgery is meant to enhance or improve your
existing features. It is important to have realistic expectations about
the results that can be achieved. After a detailed consultation with Dr.
Smith, he will suggest the best procedure for your desired outcome.
Ultimately, you need to feel comfortable and confident about your
decision to have surgery. Our team is always ready to answer questions
and help in any way that we can. Take the first step and contact our
office to schedule a consultation.

GIFTS

Did you know?
Proper and aesthetically pleasing placement of artwork in a 

room can be a conundrum. Really it’s quite simple. Just follow 
these three simple rules: 

1) Artwork should be hung at eye level. Sixty inches is a 
great rule of thumb for eye level and the location of the center 
of the artwork. If you are hanging art above furniture, keep 4 
to 6 inches between the art and the top of the furniture. They 
should feel connected rather than floating in free space.

2) If you are hanging multiple pieces together, treat them as 
if they are a single piece and follow the above rule.

3) When creating a gallery wall, maintain consistent space 
between pieces. Larger pieces should have two to three 
inches between frames and smaller pieces, 1.5-2.5 inches.  
Eclectic frame designs with a consistent color theme provides 
an interesting visual appeal.

Always have fun with your artwork and select pieces that 
make you happy.

BLAINE TRASH REMOVAL
Residential l Commercial lYardwork

Call Jay (517) 980-0468

Events
from page 32

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 30



City Pulse • July 13, 2022 	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 15

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO 
For the MSU Broad Art Museum, a 

fourth transition at the top position in 
10 years is not really a transition, ac-
cording to key members of the MSU ad-
ministration, the museum staff and its 
advisory board. 

Monica Ramírez-Móntagut, the mu-
seum’s director since July 2020, was 
named director of Long Island’s Parrish 
Art Museum in June. Steven Bridges, a 
six-year veteran of the Broad and curator 
of several key exhibits, took over as inter-
im director last Wednesday (July 6). The 
search for a new permanent director will 
begin in the fall, according to MSU. 

Ramírez-Móntagut is widely credit-
ed with bringing a wider variety of art, 
a friendlier face and a strong ethic of 
connectedness to the university and the 
community to the MSU Broad.  

But these and other initiatives pre-
ceded Ramírez-Móntagut’s arrival and 
will continue after her departure, Ju-
dith Stoddart, associate provost for uni-
versity collections and arts initiatives at 
MSU, said. 

“The Broad has really redirected in 
the last several years, and Monica’s hir-

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse 

Steven Bridges, seen here at a 2018 exhibit he co-curated at the MSU Broad Art Museum, was named the 
museum’s interim director on Wednesday (July 6). “If we don’t find a sense of joy in the work we do, then 
there’s something wrong,” Bridges said. 

Bridges promises ‘steady hand’ as 
Broad Art Museum’s interim director 
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

ing was part of that redirection. Monica 
was hired, based on where we saw the 
museum moving.” 

In a parting statement released by 
MSU, Ramírez-Móntagut said she and 
the Broad team helped the museum to 
become “a welcoming institution where 
many finally felt they belonged.” 

Ramírez-Móntagut “will be closer to 
her family” at the Parrish Art Museum, 
according to a statement. She has a twin 
sister that recently moved to New York, 
among other family members who live 
there.  

“This feels to me like I’m finally com-
ing home,” Ramírez-Móntagut told the 
online Arts Newspaper.  

It’s tempting to conclude that the 
Broad is under an unlucky star when 
it comes to directors. The museum’s 
founding director, Michael Rush, died 
in 2015 after three years at the helm. 
His successor, Marc-Olivier Wahler, left 
the Broad in January 2019 to be in Par-
is with his wife, who was seriously ill. 
Ramírez-Móntagut’s tenure lasted only 
two years. 

“This is not an unusual environment,” 
Alan Ross, who chairs the Broad’s ad-

visory board, said. “In the entire world, 
directors are in high demand. There’s a 
revolving door in the director’s position, 
and all museums are suffering from this 
right now.” (Ramírez-Móntagut’s pre-
decessor at the Parrish Museum, Kel-
ly Taxter, started as director in March 
2021 and stepped down in December of 
that same year.) 

“People are building their resumes, 
bopping around among organizations,” 
Jordan Sutton, a member of the muse-
um’s advisory board, said. “It’s just the 
state of the industry right now. Being in 
the Midwest isn’t necessarily someone’s 
final stop.” 

“We were sorry to lose Monica, but 
it’s just one of those things that hap-
pens,” Stoddart said. “A lot of our initia-
tives are not dependent on the director. 
They’re embedded in the staff.” 

As interim director, Bridges embod-
ies several of the “embedded” qualities 
Stoddart cited, including “large the-
matic exhibitions that bring together 
the collection with large and significant 
works from other galleries.” 

Several major recent exhibits, all of 
which Bridges curated or co-curated, 

linked art with culture, history and 
science and included strong local com-
ponents. “Interstates of Mind” took a 
deep dive into car culture and mixed 
fine art with Lansing’s automotive his-
tory; “Seeds of Resistance” wove a tap-
estry of artistic and scientific themes 
around MSU’s heritage of horticultural 
research; “Free Your Mind” explored the 
theme of mass incarceration and includ-
ed an exhibit of art by incarcerated per-
sons in Michigan. The current “History 
Told Slant” exhibit features centuries of 
art from the museum’s permanent col-
lection, including the former Kresge Art 
Museum, along with major works on 
loan from other museums. 

These and other exhibits involved 
dozens of connections with a wide range 
of MSU colleges and local organizations 
such as the Historical Society of Great-
er Lansing and the Prison Creative Arts 
Project in Ann Arbor. 

At the same time, the museum has ex-
panded its educational programs, inside 
and outside the university, to the point 
where they serve thousands of students 
a year, from K-12 to post-graduate level. 

See Broad, Page 16
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“Educational programs that reach 
underserved students throughout 
Michigan will continue,” Stoddart said. 
“Those are things the public doesn’t of-
ten see.” 

Bridges said he hopes to provide a 
“steady hand in this transitional period” 
and “not only continue to maintain the 
relationships we have built over time, 
but break bread and forge new relation-
ships.” 

Sutton said Bridges is “not a place-
holder.” 

“It’s important to me that he does live 
here and his family is here,” Sutton said. 
“He understands what people are look-
ing for, and he’s been a great listener 
throughout the time he’s been here.” 

Bridges has lived with his family on 
the east side of Lansing since he arrived 
here six and a half years ago. 

“In past situations, when we’ve had a 
gap, a need for an interim director, I’ve 
felt that it’s held up progress,” Sutton 
said. “Not this time. Steven has a vision 
that is both global and local. He’ll con-
tinue to look in both spaces for connec-
tions that fit that vision.” 

While he plans to keep up his curat-
ing work, Bridges looks forward most 
to weaving the Broad more closely into 
MSU and the broader community. 

“I find great joy in connecting with 
people and learning what they appreci-
ate, and sometimes what they may not 
appreciate, about the work we’re doing,” 
Bridges said. “That’s work I would have 
done regardless of being interim direc-
tor. There’s incredible opportunities 
for growth in the coming months and I 
look forward to all of it.” 

A lasting legacy of Ramírez-Món-
tagut’s tenure is the Open Storage Proj-
ect, a 4,000-square-foot space in the 
Broad’s lower level that will display 
5,000 works from the museum’s perma-
nent collection, formerly the Kresge Art 
Museum collection. 

Bridges thanked Ramírez-Móntagut 
for “making that dream come into a re-
ality.” 

“For me, that responds meaningful-
ly to one of our longer-standing issues, 
which is to have a more permanent 
place for our collection,” Bridges said. 
“Monica deserves the entire credit for 
it, and I was a huge supporter. Now we 
have the ability to carry it forward and 
make sure we do it right.” 

Bridges hopes construction will begin 
in “a year to a year and a half ” after a 
carefully considered design process. 

In the meantime, the Broad’s 10th 
birthday blowout show, beginning Sept. 
10, promises to be a spectacular part-
ing gift from Ramírez-Móntagut. The 
exhibition will showcase a panoply of 
objects designed by the Broad Muse-
um’s visionary architect, the late Zaha 
Hadid, from a prototype automobile 
to jewelry, clothing, furniture and oth-
er objects, with sketches, paintings and 
videos of designs and product concepts. 
The one-of-a-kind fusion of a museum 
building and its contents was co-curat-
ed by Ramírez-Móntagut, who is also 
an architect, and Woody Yao from Zaha 
Hadid Design.  

A search committee for a permanent 
director will probably be formed in the 
fall, according to Stoddart. 

Ross said he’d like to see a director 
“who comes with years of experience in 
the director’s role, who’s been at some 
well-known institutions, who knows 
what it takes to put a show together.”  

He contrasted these criteria with 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING CITY COUNCIL

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY OF EAST LANSING’S COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PLAN

The East Lansing City Council of the City of East Lansing, Ingham County, Michigan will hold 
a meeting and public hearing on Tuesday, August 16, 2022, at 7:00PM. This meeting and 
public hearing will be held at the East Lansing Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, 
East Lansing. The purpose of the public hearing is to consider amending the City of East 
Lansing’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program Citizen Participation Plan.

The public may attend and participate at all meetings in person. Additionally, members of the 
public may participate electronically in all meetings.  Please contact the City Clerk or visit the 
City’s public meeting portal for electronic access information:

Jennifer Shuster – City Clerk
410 Abbot Road

East Lansing, MI 48823
jshuster@cityofeastlansing.com

https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/

The public may view and provide comment on the proposed amendments to the Citizen 
Participation Plan during the following period: 8:00AM on Wednesday, July 13, 2022- 5:00PM 
on Tuesday, August 16, 2022. Comments to the proposed amendments can be addressed 
to Matt Apostle via email (mapostle@cityofeastlansing.com) or mailed to 410 Abbot Road, 
East Lansing, MI 48823 C/O Matt Apostle. The current Citizen Participation Plan as well 
as the proposed amended Citizen Participation Plan are posted online at: https://www.
cityofeastlansing.com/320/Community-Development-Block-Grant-Progra

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services must 
contact the City Manager’s Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 319-6920 
(TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at nmostel@cityofeastlansing.com.

This notice is posted in compliance with P.A. 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and published in compliance with the 
City of East Lansing’s CDBG Citizen Participation Plan.

Jennifer Shuster
City Clerk
Dated: July 13, 2022
East Lansing, MI  48823                CP#22-140

BLAINE TRASH REMOVAL
Residential l Commercial lYardwork

Call Jay (517) 980-0468

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDSTHE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

JANITORS NEEDED - $14/hour, 3 hours 
per night, Mon.-Fri. (Friday night cleaning  
can be done over the weekend).  Must 
have own transportation. Excellent 
secondary income. Call 517-321-3303.

Accident Fund Insurance Company of 
America in Lansing, MI is seeking a 
Software Engineer III responsible for 
designing, developing, configuring, 
and testing document software 
applications, integrations, tools, systems 
and components based on project or 
change request specifications and 
procedures using JavaScript, Java, 
.NET, and other object-oriented software 
development languages. Teleworking 
is acceptable. Send resume to Tamie 
Nolan, 200 N. Grand Avenue, Lansing, 
MI 48933 or via email at tamie.nolan@
emergentholdingsinc.com and reference 
job title and location.
 

By RAENU CHARLES 
A silly and sardonic 90-minute mu-

sical featuring the songs of local music 
legend Wally Pleasant, “Songs about 
Stuff ” bristles with ‘90s 
angst, music references 
and the evergreen struggle 
of finding one’s footing as a young adult. 

So even with its grunge-era referenc-
es, this show is sure to be relatable to 
millennials, boomers and zoomers alike.  

Produced by Over the Ledge Theatre 
Co. in collaboration with Riverwalk 
Theatre and performed in Riverwalk’s 
black box stage, the venue was cozy and 
intimate, allowing the audience to im-

merse them-
selves in the 
lives of the 
four friends.  

With walls 
slathered in 
Kurt Cobain 
and Guns N’ 
Roses posters, 
and a diner 
booth that 
looks like it 
was ripped 

straight out of a Denny’s, director and set 
designer Adam Carlson definitely sold the 
’90s aesthetic. The stage itself was paint-
ed with groovy, neon designs and its edg-
es were traffic cone orange. When paired 
with Joseph Dickson’s lighting, it created 
a sort of roller rink nostalgia that impres-
sively captured the faux hippie, wannabe 
druggie essence of the characters.  

The pit — composed of music director 
and former teacher Sharon Garner on 
keys, Scott R. Harding on percussion and 
Yoshi Fukagawa on guitar — was also 
impressive and had the audience tapping 
their feet for 90 minutes straight.  

Review

‘Songs about Stuff’ 
delivers on ’90s nostalgia 
Wally Pleasant’s songs come to life on stage 

Despite the spot-on set and music, 
the costumes struggled to match the 
’90s marathon. Unfortunately, they felt 
like an afterthought. The skinny jeans, 
sensible sneakers and plain tops took 
away from the show. In a time where 
’90s fashion is having a revival, it makes 
no sense to dress characters in anything 
but genuine, throwback slacker gear.  

Carrying the show are four actors: 
Jeff Kennedy, Courtlandt Lyons, Anasti 
Her and Storm Kopitsch. Her, perform-
ing for the first time since the pandem-
ic and in her first musical since high 
school, played the bubbly and bright 
performative activist, psycho roommate 
and girl in love convincingly enough 
that one could assume she’d approach 
you after the show to make sure your 
jacket was vegan leather.  

Utterly devoted to the deadpan de-
livery of every pun in her way, Kopitsch 
was a joy to watch. Kopitsch had audi-
ence members giggling while keeping 
an absolute poker face during some of 
the funniest moments of the show. It 
was downright impressive.  

A devotee of Wally Pleasant’s music, 
Kennedy’s performance shines because 
the songs roll from his mouth so natu-
rally. Kennedy’s character is always com-
plaining about something: a bad haircut, 
a stupid day job, and his true love being 
in love with a geek — but it’s clear Ken-
nedy is having the time of his life. 

Lyons is a real-life MSU vet student 
who delivers a believable and angsty art 
school kid. Lyons’ character felt the most 
relatable, and the most hopeful. Lyons 
starts off the show, by reminiscing on his 
college days. He ends up stuck in a boring 
office job, and audience members could 
hear genuine sadness when he sings 
about his fleeting dream of becoming a 
pop star. He knows it will never happen. 
Despite his dissatisfaction in much of the 
show, Lyons’ ends the production with a 
necessary, optimistic note. 

Overall, those who are new to the 
music of Wally Pleasant are sure to be 
delighted, and those who are fond of his 
music will be overjoyed. 

former directors Michael Rush and 
Marc-Olivier Wahler, whose expertise 
he described as “very specific.” Both di-
rectors had strong backgrounds in con-
temporary art. 

“I want to see someone who under-
stands all the genres, from ancient an-
tiquities to contemporary art created 
last week and emerging artists that are 
barely known,” Ross said. 

“You hire a director based on the 
vision that you hold for the museum,” 
Stoddart said. “Our goal is for the 
Broad to be a community engaged in-
stitution, and that’s what we’ll be look-
ing for, whether it’s someone coming 
from the region or someone from fur-
ther away.” 

It’s unlikely that the Broad will hire 
another high-concept contemporary art 
theoretician like Wahler, who hit town 
with a splashy, magic-themed exhibit 
when he took over the Broad but failed 
to deeply connect with MSU and the 
wider community. 

In a June 8 story on Ramírez-Món-
tagut’s selection as director of the Par-
rish Art Museum, The New York Times’ 
Zachary Small pointed out that regional 
institutions like the Parrish have strug-
gled to recruit and retain leadership in 
the pandemic era, as “visitors have come 
to expect their museums to act more 
like community centers, with a greater 
emphasis on local programming and 
representation.” 

Stoddart said that’s part of a broader 
trend in the museum world. 

“I’m seeing a shifting in the kinds 
of directors that museums are hiring,” 
Stoddart said. “They are looking for 
museums to really understand their 
connection to where they’re located.” 

With his extensive local connections, 
Bridges is an obvious fit, but he hasn’t 
decided whether he’ll apply for the per-
manent director’s post. 

“Of course, it’s on my mind, but at this 
point, I really can’t say,” he said. “I’m still 
grounding myself in the current mo-
ment we’re in, and there’s a lot of work 
to be done.” 

Everything is Cheesecake  

5214 South Cedar St., Lansing 
Thursday-Saturday: 12 to 6 p.m. 
Sunday: Noon-4 p.m. 
(517) 580-3633 
everythingischeesecake.com 

“Songs about Stuff:                       
The Music of Wally 
Pleasant”

Th-Sa (July 14-16) 8 p.m.
Su (July 17) 2 p.m.
Staged by Over the Ledge 
Theatre Co.
Riverwalk Theatre Black Box
228 Museum Drive
Lansing
(517) 482-5700
rwt@riverwalktheatre.com
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Your Preferred Sports Bar 
in Lansing, MI 

Serving Burgers, Wings and MoreServing Burgers, Wings and MoreServing Burgers, Wings and More
in Lansing, MI 

Serving Burgers, Wings and MoreServing Burgers, Wings and MoreServing Burgers, Wings and More

Open 7 Days A Week • From 7 a.m.- 9 p.m.

809 E. Kalamazoo St.
(517) 977-1033 • www.artspublansing.com

By SARAH SPOHN 
Nothing says summertime like juicy 

burgers, smoky BBQ and spicy chicken 
wings. City Pulse checked in with some 
of the top local spots, as voted by you in 
the 2021 Top of the Town Contest. 

Note: The 2022 contest kicks off in 
City Pulse’s Sept. 14 issue. In the mean-
time, read on if you’re ready to drool. 

LANSING HAS THE MEATS 

“Most of it probably comes back to our 
employees, and how much care, time and 
dedication they put into the product.” 

Two of the most popular items, beef 
brisket, a primal cut of meat that is 
smoked for 10 to 12 hours, and the 
made-from-scratch mac and cheese, 
have been on the menu since day one, 
and the recipes have gone untouched. 

Both have “stood the test of time as far 
as Saddleback is concerned,” Gillett said. 

With humble food truck beginnings in 
2016, Smoke N’ Pig BBQ (908 Elmwood 
Road, Delta Township) grew into a brick-
and-mortar restaurant as of 2019. Own-
ers Bryan and Mary Torok, along with 
their son Gabe Jones and Steve Fountain, 
began as a food truck. “We started with 
two Weber smokers and a 10x10 tent on 
the corner of MLK and Jolly Road in 
Lansing,” Bryan Torok recalled. 

After selling out of food daily, they 
ordered two more smokers and haven’t 
slowed down since. In 2016, another 
food truck was added, and another the 
following year, to keep up with festival 
demands. In 2019, the crew opened 
their restaurant on Elmwood Road, just 
east of the Lansing Mall. 

Torok said the family-owned business 
uses only the best grade of meats for its 
pork butts, ribs, rib tips, beef brisket, and 
chicken entrees. “The seasonings that are 
used for our meats are all recipes Gabe 
created on his own. We smoke our pork 
butts and brisket for 12-to-16 hours.” 

Smoke N’ Pig BBQ is a cut-above due 
to the attention of Jones to detail, Torok 
said. “Nothing comes off the smokers un-
til it is done to his specifications. We have 
generous portions and our customer ser-
vice is outstanding. We have a great group 
of dedicated employees. All of them have 
been with us since we opened in 2019.” 

Popular menu items include ribs, 
brisket, loaded mac and cheese, nachos, 
tacos, loaded fries, and turkey ribs. 

See Burgers, Page 19

Courtesy photo  

Saddleback BBQ serves up brisket.  

Meat Southern B.B.Q and Carnivore Cuisine

Burgers, BBQ and wings in Greater Lansing 

Dig into past Top of the Town winners

 2021 Best BBQ

1. Meat Southern B.B.Q.   
   & Carnivore Cuisine 

2. Saddleback BBQ: REO 
   Town Location 

3. Smoke N’ Pig BBQ 

‘Songs about Stuff’ 
delivers on ’90s nostalgia 
Wally Pleasant’s songs come to life on stage 

When Sean Johnson was planning his 
own restaurant, he wanted to create a fun 
place where he’d want to hang out. Today, 
Meat Southern B.B.Q. & Carnivore Cui-
sine (1224 Turner St., Lansing), co-owned 
with his wife Lynnette, is just that place. It 
celebrated its 10th anniversary in June. 

Johnson, a big music and sci-fi fan, de-
scribed the atmosphere as “very ‘rock ‘n’ 
roll, a laid-back vibe, not really any pre-
tension. It’s kind of got a dive-bar, shabby 
chic-ness to it. There’s a lot of kitsch and 
memorabilia from my life all over the 
walls. A lot of the artwork relates to that.” 

Johnson said the fresh ingredients 
and classic recipes is what makes the 
BBQ popular. 

“We try to keep true to the form of bar-
beque in the way it should be done with 
everything made daily,” he said. “There 
is no processing of a bunch of leftover 
stuff, reheating and reserving. We’re just 
trying to keep it as traditional as possi-
ble as far as that’s concerned. We try to 
keep it simple too, not overdo it or make 
it too fancy. We just stick to what BBQ 
is supposed to be, and that’s just simple 
comfort food that people enjoy.” 

MEAT’s most popular menu items 
include the brisket and chicken wings. 
Up for a foodie challenge? Bust out the 
elastic waistband pants and try the Car-
nivore Challenge. If you can eat The Boss 
Log (18 layers of pork, brisket, two burg-
ers, bacon, fries, gravy, cheeses, hot garlic 
sauce, jalapenos and egg) with one side 
and the made-to-order macaroni and 
cheese with two ingredients, you’ll get 
the meal, a t-shirt and beer on the house. 
Your picture will proudly hang on the 
wall among the other local legends. 

Another local fan favorite is Saddle-
back BBQ, particularly its REO Town 
spot (1147 S. Washington Ave., Lansing), 
which opened seven years ago. It also has 
a location in Okemos. The REO Town 
location, known for bumping old-school 
hip-hop music, is a quick-service restau-

rant. Customers 
order their food 
at the counter and 
the staff delivers 
it to tables “It’s 
pretty relaxed, it 
has that cool kind 
of Southern BBQ, 
hole-in-the-wall 
feel to it, even 
though it’s a mile 
south of the Cap-
itol,” co-owner 
Matthew Gillett 
said. “Brisket and 
ribs are the things 
Saddleback BBQ 
does really well. 
Gillett attributes 
the award-win-
ning grub to qual-
ity ingredients, 
but also the staff. 
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AWARD WINNING BBQ + 18 TAPS 
OF PURE GOLDEN JOY = A GREAT TIME! 

18 ROTATING CRAFT, MICHIGAN MADE AND 
3 DOMESTIC BEERS ON TAP

CARNIVORES  

LOVE MEAT! 
2021

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

City Pulse needs a few Delivery Drivers
 for Wednesday morning deliveries.

Interested: Contact Suzi at
suzi@lansingcitypulse.com 

or (517) 999-6704.



City Pulse • July 13, 2022 	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 19

Burgers, BBQ and wings in Greater Lansing 

Meat Southern B.B.Q. & Carnivore 
Cuisine is no stranger to awards, just see 
above for starters. But it’s not often that 
BBQ places are voted the best in the 
chicken wings category, said co-owner 
Sean Johnson. 

In seeking out a chicken option for 
the beef-centric menu, Johnson turned 
toward his favorite option, the chick-
en wing, rather than whole or quarter 
chickens. “We try to use a high-quality 
product, which is not always the easiest 
to get. We spend a little extra money on 
it and try to give people the best possible 
product we can.” 

The wings, which have a simple brine 
solution, are smoked for  one and a half 
to two hours and seasoned with the house 
BBQ seasoning. “You’re getting them to 
the point where the meat is cooked, and 
it has a little bit of a smoked flavor to it,” 
Johnson said. “The rest you have to do 
with the fryer, to help plump up the skin 
on the outside and help keep the juices in.” 

MEAT has eight sauces they made 
daily from scratch, which most custom-
ers grab from tables and add to their 
“naked” wings, but you can also order 
them spun in the sauce as well. 

You might have heard of Eastside 
Fish Fry & Grill (2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing) on Guy Fieri’s “Diners, Drive-
Ins & Dives” in 2017, but the business 
has been around for 10 years. Owner 

the kitchen doesn’t close 
until 9 p.m. Johnson sees 
everyone from third-shift 
factory workers to families 
dining at the longstand-
ing establishment. 

 “We have a nice patio 
with a garage door we 
open up to brighten up 
the whole restaurant,” 
Johnson said. “You can 
bring your family here, 
a date, or sit at the bar, 
get a drink and just chat 
with our bartenders. It’s 
a light atmosphere.” 

Art’s most popular 
item remains its piz-
za by the slice, but chicken wings are a 
close second, Johnson said. “From Jan. 1 
to July 7, we have sold 67,432 wings in-
dividually,” he said. “I’m ordering right 
around 480 pounds of wings per week.” 

Johnson said they’re ordering “jumbo 
fresh wings” that they “dry-rub imme-
diately.” Dry-rub flavors include Bloody 
Mary, spicy dry rub, garlic and pesto, 
to name a few. Johnson’s favorite is the 
rooster rub, made with ranch seasoning, 

cracked pepper and citrus seasonings. 
Wings are available in boneless, smoked 
bone-in, or meatless versions. 

“We smoke them the same day. Our 
smoker is a really big, commercial smok-
er,” he said. “It’s outside next to our patio. 
A major reason people like our wings is 
just the natural smoke that comes from 
that smoker. It fills up the parking lot and 
the street. The customers can see us load-

Burgers
from page 17

Smoke 'n Pig BBQ

 2021 Best Wings:

1. Meat Southern BBQ &    
   Carnivore Cuisine 

2. Eastside Fish Fry & Grill 

3. Art’s Pub 

See Burgers, Page 21

Henry Meyer said the exposure from the 
show helped to change the direction of 
the restaurant, enabling rapid growth. 

“One of our big mission statements 
is to not forget where we come from,” 
Meyer said. “I couldn’t find a job at all 
when I got out of prison (on a marijuana 
conviction). That’s why I started some-
thing for myself. I was blessed to be able 
to do that, but a lot of guys and girls 
in my situation, coming out of prison, 
can’t do that. We employ as many felons 
or disadvantaged people who might not 
be able to find a job somewhere else. We 
want to help them have a better life in 
society. We’ve found big success with 
employing non-violent, drug offenders.” 

Meyer said the small, local restaurant’s 
atmosphere is welcoming. “We’re kind 
of in a rough part of the neighborhood, 
so we’ve put a lot of money into the out-
side of the building,” he said. “We put in 
new asphalt, a new roof, and painted the 
building. We want to change the per-
ception of the east side from a rougher 
neighborhood to somewhere you can get 
some really good food. We have a lot of 
really good competitors, Philly Steak & 
Cheese, Art’s Pub and Dagwoods. You’ve 
got a lot of good spots to eat around here.” 

Meyer said what makes Eastside Fish 
Fry shine bright is the quality and value. 
“All of our food is prepared fresh, none of 
it is pre-cooked. You’re getting a fresh, hot 
chicken wing, never set under a warmer. 
We don’t have any warmers in the build-
ing. It’s all fresh ingredients, and you’re 
getting a whole chicken wing for the price 
of competitors selling wingdings.” 

Typically, Eastside sells 3,000 to 3,500 
chicken wings a day, making it the most 
popular menu item, followed by catfish 
nuggets. In-house seasonings include 
their famous lemon pepper blend, as well 
as Cajun and spicy seasoning dry-rub 
options. Customers can also get wings 
rolled in BBQ or hot sauce. 

Art’s Pub (809 E. Kalamazoo St., Lan-
sing), a Lansing sta-
ple since the 1940s, 
is owned by a group 
that includes broth-
ers Nick and Greg 
Sinicropi, a promi-
nent name in Lan-
sing dining history. 
Kitchen manager 
Steven Johnson said 
their spot is un-
matched because it’s 
open for 14 hours 
a day. Starting at 
7 a.m., Art’s serves 
breakfast all day, and 

Art’s Pub 
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Burgers
from page 19 By DAWN PARKER 

A hotspot the East Lansing commu-
nity has called a home away from home 
for nearly 50 years has changed hands 
but will remain firmly in place. 

The Peanut Barrel, 521 E. Grand Riv-
er Ave. on new owners July 1, after long-
time co-owners Joe and Jennifer Bell 
turned over the keys to Michael Krueger 
and John Moss-
holder, co-owners of 
Crunchy’s, another 
culinary institution. 

As anyone who has 
ever snagged a covet-
ed spot on the Bar-
rel’s downtown patio 
knows, it’s one of the 
best places in the 
area to people-watch 
while satisfying your hunger and thirst.  

(Full disclosure: Back when I was a 
grad student at MSU, the Peanut Barrel 
was the go-to for my journalism school 
classmates and I to debrief after exams. 
Also: As famous as the Peanut Barrel 
is for its burgers, my go-to has always 
been the BLT. Best BLT on the planet, 
bar none.) 

Joe Bell said they had a handshake 
agreement last October and a formal 
deal was solidified in January. 

Krueger “came to me a long time ago 
and said, ‘If you ever want to sell, let 
me know’,” he said. “For the longest 
time, we didn’t” want to. 

Then came last June. A conversation 
started among the Bells about mov-
ing on to a new chapter in their life — 
one free of running a business. When 
the couple came to a decision to sell, 
Krueger was first on the list. 

“Ultimately, we liked his offer best 
and really thought he had the best 
chance for success,” Joe Bell said. 

Krueger said he and his wife have 
been Barrel regulars for at least the 17 
years they’ve been married. 

“Knowing Joe and Jen for the better 
part of that time, I let them know if they 
ever wanted to be done with the Bar-
rel, I would be happy to take it over,” he 
said. “Eventually when they started feel-
ing like it might be time, then we got a 
little more serious about it.” 

Now that it’s a done deal, Krueger 
said he’s excited. 

“They have a great staff, they have a 
great group of regulars. It’s right up our 
alley, so to speak. It’s where we like to 
hang out when we’re not at Crunchy’s,” 
he added. “It’s an honor to be able to 
take over such an amazing establish-
ment that’s done so much for the com-
munity for the last 42 years.” 

Does this end the East Lansing Burg-
er War? Not on your life. 

‘We’ll still compete,” Krueger said, 
laughing.  

Back in the day 
The Bells’ relationship with the Barrel 

goes back to before they held the keys, 
having met as co-workers.  

“Scary thought!” Jennifer Bell quipped. 
The pair married in 1975 and took 

ownership in 1980. 
“I was a student in college and a server,” 

she recalled. “Joe was finishing up at MSU 
and was hired as an assistant manager.” 

Over the years, she recalled, the Bar-
rel has been a fertile breeding ground for 
many relationships and marriages — not 
all of which lasted. But one happy story is 
one that’s close to home: Their daughter 
Meghan met her future husband when 
they both worked at the Barrel as teens. 

“There have been a number of engage-
ments that’ve happened there, engage-
ment parties,” said Joe Bell, who added 
that a few wedding receptions have been 
held there, too — including one just be-
fore the family concluded its ownership. 

Looking back, the Bells said the tim-
ing for buying the Barrel in 1980 was 
ideal, after having recently sold their 
own place, the now long-defunct Bell’s 
Bar in Mason.  

“The fellow that owned the Peanut 
Barrel, he wanted to get out, so he called 
me and asked me, ‘Do you want it?’ We 
said, ‘Yeah, we do’,” Joe Bell recalled. 
“I guess that was the beginning of the 
whole thing.” 

What followed was 42 years of good 
times, notably adding a kitchen to the 
space that had previously only offered 
beer, wine and liquor. “When that hap-
pened, the hamburger business was 
born,” Joe Bell said with a chuckle. 

Old-timers will recall the baskets of 
peanuts on each table, along with the 
freedom to throw the shells on the floor 
— a practice that has not survived.  

“There was an issue with an insurance 
company,” Joe Bell said.  “They just said, 
‘Don’t do this anymore.’ Our arguments 
fell on deaf ears, so now we provide a 
bowl for the shells.” 

A business like the Peanut Barrel, lo-
cated smack in the middle of a college 
town, has meant countless busy days. 
No time to take in a football Saturday 
or a basketball title win. Perhaps the 
busiest Joe Bell remembers being is the 
day the Rolling Stones packed Spartan 
Stadium in 1994. 

“I can’t forget that day, because I think 
that’s the hardest I’ve ever worked,” he 
said. “It was crazy busy all day long. We 

opened at 11 a.m., you started right out 
and you didn’t stop until long after the 
concert ended. Everyone asked, ‘Did you 
go to the concert? Did you have a good 
time?’ And we were like, ‘Um, no. We 
wouldn’t have time to go to a concert.” 

About those post-exam sessions: 
“That was something unique about the 
Barrel,” Jennifer Bell said. “We always 
saw a lot of professors and grad students 
and groups coming in to celebrate after 
an exam or the end of the semester.” 

There were even professors, usually 
small graduate-level groups, who held 
small classes at the Barrel. 

“They wouldn’t do it every week or ev-
ery day,” Jennifer Bell said. “They’d all sit 
around, have a couple of beers and get 
their work done. I think the university 
decided that was just not a great idea.” 

Over the years, some menu items they 
figured would be surefire hits weren’t, 
like a ribeye steak sandwich introduced 
(and retired) in the mid-1980s. Some 
classic items were never on the menu 
due to the size of the kitchen and stor-
age area.  

“People always wondered why we 
didn’t do onion rings,” Jennifer Bell 
said. “We had room for one fryer, and 
that had to be for the French fries.” 

Oh, and about that stellar BLT: “The 
bacon is amazing, isn’t it?” Jennifer Bell 
said. “During the pandemic, we strug-
gled a little bit because we couldn't al-
ways get the best bacon.” 

Looking ahead, after 42 years, devel-
oping new routines outside of the Pea-
nut Barrel has been somewhat daunt-
ing, but the Bells think they have things 
under control. 

“It’s going to be a new adventure, but 
one that we really embrace,” Jennifer 
Bell said.  

“We’re doing just fine,” Joe Bell added. 

Courtesy photo 

Peanut Barrel “family” photo: 
(Clockwise from top right) Joe Bell, 
Jennifer Bell, Meghan Bell Comer and 
assistant manager Jill Crane. 

See Burgers, Page 24

 2021 Best Burger: 

1. Dagwood’s Tavern & Grill 

2. Olympic Broil 

3. Crunchy’s 

Crunchy’s

Rounding out the third spot for best 
burger, Crunchy’s (254 W. Grand River 
Road, East Lansing) isn’t your typical 
college bar. Although the casual atmo-
sphere provides an ideal spot for every-
one from sports fans and karaoke sing-
ers to outdoor patio enthusiasts, Mike 
Krueger, owner and general manager, 
said reliability is what keeps them going 
strong. Crunchy’s is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary this year. 

ing the wings. They see the whole process 
essentially, so they know what they’re 
buying. It’s a transparent process.” 

“Consistency has a lot to do with it,” 
Krueger said. “We’ve been doing the 
same burger for as long as I have been 
here (since 2010). Having good quality 
ground beef is a big deal, too.” 

The famous half-pound, chargrilled 
Crunchy burger guarantees 100% fresh 
certified angus beef, cooked to order. 
“That is semi-unique for the area,” 
Krueger said. “A lot of places just cook 
them medium well or well done with-
out even asking. We cook them to tem-
perature, serve them on a brioche bun, 
with lettuce, tomato, onion, pickle and 
American cheese.” 

Another popular burger option is the 
bacon avocado burger, which comes with 
mozzarella cheese, bacon and avocado 
on a pretzel bun. Customized cheese op-
tions and toppings like the atomic top-
ping — which includes chili and jalapeno 
jack cheese — round out the personal-
ized build-your-own burger route. 

Michael Krueger

Peanut Barrel sells to Crunchy's owners
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By ARI LEVAUX 
 While fast food isn’t the hamburger’s 

only venue, it was engineered for life on 
the go from the very first prototype. Ac-
cording to the official hamburger cre-
ation story, as certified by the Library of 
Congress, the era began in 1900, when 
a customer rushed into Louis’ Lunch 
in New Haven, Connecticut. He need-
ed some fast food he could grab and 
go, long before those terms had been 

as Babe Ruth built Yankee Stadium. 
And the lifestyle that the drive-thru en-
abled, for better or worse, has become as 
American as ketchup. 

Louis’ Lunch could have had the 
first-mover’s advantage in this growth 
industry but opted for a simpler path. A 
sign on the wall announces, “This isn’t 
Burger King. You can’t have it your way.” 

The website explains this defiant ap-
proach. “We want you to experience the 
meat’s true flavor, so we serve it on white 
toast and only offer cheese, onion, and 
tomato as garnishes.” All the usual con-
diments, like ketchup, mustard, mayo 
and hot sauce are all forbidden. Extras 
like pickles and lettuce? Also forbidden. 

Call me too American, but I resonate 
with Burger King’s “have it your way” 
philosophy. And I am in awe of what the 
Big Mac accomplishes, at a squeezable 

2.75-inches high, bringing two all-beef 
patties, special sauce, lettuce, cheese, 
pickles and onions on three sesame seed 
buns, so that each bite contains all of the 
elements. It’s masterful.  But who am I 
to tell Louis’ Lunch to not do it their 
way? Inventing the burger has earned 
them that right. They have managed 
to stay in business for more than 120 
years, too.  

Whatever hamburger you make or get 
served, here are some rules to eat it by.   

coined. Louis Lassen, who’d opened 
the place five years earlier, served him a 
ground beef patty between two pieces of 
sliced bread, and the burger was born. 

This hot, juicy, tender steak sandwich 
would find its way onto almost every 
restaurant menu in America, includ-
ing some of the fanciest. But because 
the burger is at its best when eaten 
one-handed, it was the burger and not 
apple pie that built the drive-thru, just 

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style classics 
and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got the 
classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, like 
frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

AppeAppetizerstizers

WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.
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See Flash, Page 35  

FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Photo by Ari LeVaux 

A safe burger with all of the options. 

HAMBURGER 101 
Your burger, your rules

How to eat a hamburger 
#1   The first rule of eating a hamburger is we don’t 

talk about eating, or anything else, whilst chewing our 
burgers. Along these lines, there is a good argument 
to be made that a burger is best eaten alone. Other-
wise, see Rule #2. 

#2  Don’t offer anyone a bite of a half-eaten burger, 
no matter how much you want them to experience its 
deliciousness.  Even under the best of circumstanc-
es a hamburger, like a new car, drops in value the 
minute you drive it off the lot. A crumbling meat patty 
held together by soggy buns, with mayo’d tomato slic-
es squeezing out the sides and juices dripping into 
a puddle on the plate is generally a sight that only 
appeals to the one who ate the other half. 

#3   Don’t get hurt. A snake can dislocate its jaws 
to ingest something larger than its head. You are not 
a snake. In 2010, Taiwanese dentists began sounding 
the alarm about an increase in jaw dislocations thanks 
to a hamburger arms race among Taipei burger joints, 
whose burgers were getting dangerously big. 

I can almost relate. In the passionate pursuit of burger-y 
gastronomic pleasure, I have also struggled against my 
own anatomy to open my mouth wide enough to take a 
proper bite.  I remember feeling the bones on the sides of 
my face roll by each other, almost past the point of no return, 
before I came to my senses and realized it wasn’t worth it. 
While the Taiwanese dentists targeted fast food 

restaurants, here in the U.S. the threat of jaw dislo-
cation by hamburger lurks closer to home. Handmade 
patties tend to be rounder and thicker than their com-
mercial counterparts. And while fast food buns seem 
designed to melt away at first bite, some buns will add 
dangerous inches to your burger’s height. 
That’s why I actually appreciate the sliced bread they 

use at Louis’ Lunch. The embrace of the bun has been 
a mistake because bread slices do a great job without 
making it taller. A pair of chewy pieces of sourdough 
toast won’t wilt away and leave your hands full of 
burger mess like a flimsy fast food bun might. Instead, 
those toasted slices can keep the contents contained 
and focused on your mouth. But if such decisions are 
out of your hands, and your burger arrives dangerous-
ly tall, ask for the hamburger to be cut in half.  

#4  Don’t let go. While a pristine burger is a thing of 
beauty and balance, once the first bite is taken it wants 
to explode. Putting that burger down increases those 
odds. Sometimes, of course, you have to readjust. Just 
do it carefully, with full awareness of the risks. 

#5  Don’t forget the fixings and condiments; it’s never 
too late. Sometimes you get served a burger and re-
alize something is missing. Or you make one at home 
and realize something is wrong.  Or halfway through 
that burger, for whatever reason, you just aren’t get-
ting enough ketchup in your bites. You need to make 
an adjustment but can’t risk putting it down, much less 
opening it up and rebuilding it on the inside. Instead, 
apply a modest amount of whatever condiment you 
need with surgical precision to the area you are about 
to bite. Maybe you dab some mayo with a spoon, spurt 
some hot or hoisin sauce, or you dip the corner of the 
burger into a dish of aioli. Always ask if they have aioli. 

#6   Always sip wine as you chew, not beer. A ham-
burger’s greatness lies in being a perfectly embel-
lished hot steak sandwich, and if anything demands 
wine, it’s steak. 
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By CHLOE ALVERSON
Despite its East Lansing location, 

Risky Studios isn’t just for college 
students. Owners Joshua and Alicia 
Southern hope the multimedia pro-
duction studio will serve as a co-work-
ing space for creatives and businesses 
in the area.

Located on the lower level at 301 
M.A.C. Ave., the Southerns found a 
location that is easily accessible from 
Michigan State University and near 
the center of downtown East Lansing. 
Alicia Southern said that their studio 
will be a great 

resource for students who need access 
to things like recording equipment and 
editing software — things that often 
don’t fit into a college dorm room or 
college budget. 

The couple decided to open the pro-
duction studio after Joshua Southern’s 
production company — Risky Music 
Group — had outgrown its various 
locations within their Lansing home.

“With the desire to want to do more 
collaborations, and the opportunity to 
expand, we knew we had to get out of 
the house,” he said. “We’re at a point 
now where we want to share some of 
the wealth with the community.” 

The space features a recording 
booth, an audio production area and 
backdrops for photography opportu-
nities. Even with the small space, a lot 
can be accomplished in Risky Studios. 
The Southerns intend to build a direc-
tory of clients to promote their busi-

nesses as well — a perk that only Risky 
Studios members can enjoy. 

“Those trusted sources we have for 
photography or whatever it is, we want 
to have that business directory to say, 
‘Hey, do you need this? These are the 
people we trust to do those projects for 
you,’” Alicia Southern said. 

Membership packages are fitting for 
creatives who are using the space con-
sistently. For studio services like pod-
casting, photography and the record-
ing studio, there are hourly rates. An 
hour of music production and vocal 
recording starts at $50. The Southerns 
would be present to act as mentors and 
assist clients through the creative pro-
cess. 

The Southerns also plan to rent out 
the studio for small events of 20 people 
or fewer. Alicia Southern described it as 
a “micro-event space” for networking 
events, open mics and study groups. 

“Anybody who is wanting to venture 
off into any creative endeavor that you 
may have, you can get on our website 
and book some time,” Joshua Southern 
said. “Feel free to reach out.” 

Take the risk out of creating at Risky Studios

By CHELSEA PHILLIPS
Impression 5 Science Center is an 

interactive space for children and fam-
ilies to explore and create using all five 
senses. It is conveniently located in 
downtown Lansing, nestled just be-
tween the Riverwalk Theatre and the 
R. E. Olds Transportation Museum. It 
started in East Lansing in 1972 as one 
of the first interactive science museums 
in the country and made the move to its 
current location in 1982.

The center has spaces dedicated for 
newborns and 
beyond, with 
programs like 
D i s c o v e r y 
Time designed 
for children 
as young as 2, 
and the Youth 

Action Council for children fifth grade 
through 12th grade.

Impression 5 Science Center features 
both stationary and traveling exhib-
its. Executive director Erik Larson ex-
plained that proposals for new exhibits 
come from a variety of sources, such as 
members, staff and sponsors.

“Impression 5 has a team in place that 
actually researches and develops, proto-
types and fabricates its own exhibits,” 
Larson said. 

To supplement those exhibits, the 
museum brings in traveling exhibits 

from all over the country. Creating new 
exhibits can take up to two and a half 
years, according to Larson.

“We know our members and visitors 
want to see new exhibits much more 
frequently than that,” he said. 

Along with the delight of celebrating 
50 years of operation this April, Larson 
said there are exciting changes coming. 
One update the museum is looking to 
do would replace the climbing struc-
ture in the First Impression Room — a 
learning space designated for children 
ages birth to 4 years old. There are plans 
to add a second nursing room, which 
will be located on the first floor of the 
science center. Another change will be 
the addition of a café inside the current 
snack and eating area.

Bringing back Member Nights is also 
on the list of upcoming changes, accord-
ing to Larson. He explained that these 
events were “wrapped around a theme 
or opening of an exhibit” and happened 

several times each year prior to the pan-
demic.

Like many organizations and busi-
nesses, Impression 5 Science Center’s 
operations were impacted by the pan-
demic. Previously, Larson said the mu-
seum had around 3,700 members. That 
number dropped by half during the 
pandemic. The museum’s hours were 
also affected.

“Prior to the pandemic, we were open 
six days a week to the public,” Larson 

said. “We were open until 5 o’clock.”
The museum is open to the public 

four days a week with shortened hours. 
The hour adjustment and operation 
days are things the museum continues 
to evaluate as the pandemic continues, 
Larson said.

Sponsors and government programs 
helped Impression 5 during the pan-
demic, but Larson said that the muse-
um is always looking for more volun-
teers and funding for future projects.

Lasting impressions at Impression 5 Science Center

Impression 5 
Science Center
200 Museum Drive, Lansing
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday – Sunday
(517) 485-8116
Impression5.org
$12 non-member admission Courtesy

The First Impression Room is one of the many exhibits at Impression 5 Science 
Center where young children can safely play and explore.

This occa-
sional 
feature 
highlights 
events and 
milestones 
at local 
nonprof-
its. If you 
would like to 

submit a suggestion please email chloe@
lansingcitypulse.com

Courtesy

Joshua and Alicia Southern celebrated 
the grand opening of Risky Studios on 
Saturday (Feb. 26). Risky Studios

301 M.A.C. Ave., Suite 106, 
East Lansing
(989) 341-3652
booking@
riskystudioslansing.com 

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE INFOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

By SARAH SPOHN 
Walking into Loyalty Barbershop, 

you’d think the business had been there 
for decades. There are vintage dress-
ers, retro wooden theater seats, ornate 
antique mirrors and an assortment of 
throwback velvet paintings. It’s a time 
warp.   

But while the 
brick building 
itself is histor-
ic, Loyalty Bar-
bershop has 
only occupied 
the space since 
January 2022. 
It’s located in 
the heart of 
Old Town at 
1219 Turner 
St., formerly 
Thrift Witch. 

Owner and 
barber Alexan-

der Dominguez, 27, went to the Lansing 
Barber College and started cutting hair 
professionally in 2016. After spending 
time in other shops outside of Detroit 

Photo by Aslyn Lapham 

Barber Alexander Dominguez owns Loyalty Barbershop, in Old 
Town. The business is an ode to the traditional barber shop, offer-
ing straight-razor shaves, haircuts and beard trims. 

Loyalty Barbershop 

1219 Turner St., Lansing 
(517) 580-4732 
loyalbarbers.com 

Loyalty Barbershop brings throwback vibes to Old Town 
and in Grand Rapids, the 
St. Johns native decided 
it was time to open up his 
own shop. He began look-
ing at spaces on the east 
side of the state but found 
the market was saturated.  

“I thought, ‘Well, what 
about Lansing,’” Domin-
guez said. “My thought was 
that Lansing is the next 
biggest city. I know it’s go-
ing to take some time, but I 
think Lansing is going to be 
a very nice place.” 

Much like the namesake, 
Dominguez said he hopes to 
create a loyal customer base 
and legacy in the years to 
come. He said his mission is 
to become a fixture in Lan-
sing, similar to other classic 
barbershops with longstanding legacies.  

“I always hear these stories of people 
saying, ‘I’ve been seeing the same barber 
for 10, 20, 30 years.’ I thought that type 
of dedication was absolutely amazing, 
and I wanted to put that in the name,” 

he said. “We’re going to be just as dedi-
cated as a client who continues to go see 
the same barber for 10, 20, 30 years.” 

To not compete with REO Town’s 
Cuttin Up, Dominguez turned toward 
the Old Town neighborhood.  

“The shop has a traditional Ameri-

cana vibe, it looks like an 
old-school barbershop that’s 
been here for a while,” he 
said. “We’re a traditional 
barber shop. We do bar-
ber-style haircuts. What I 
mean by that is, I try to be 
inclusive — meaning we 
don’t just do men’s haircuts. 
When I say barber-style 
haircuts, it means shorter 
style haircuts and undercuts. 
We also do beard trims, and 
straight razor shaves. Right 
now, we’re keeping it basic 
with those three services.” 

Dominguez said what 
sets Loyalty apart from 
other shops is its extended 
hours of service, and being 
open six days a week. The 
shop is open Tuesday-Fri-

day from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. for appoint-
ments and Saturday-Sunday from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. for walk-ins. 

“We’re one of the only local barber-
shops that’s open past 5 p.m.,” he said. 
“We get a lot of that late night crowd.”

Burgers
from page 21

My unequivocal favorite burger in town is a classic: the Cheeseburger Deluxe 
from LeRoy’s. You cannot beat a juicy, well-seasoned patty on a toasty griddled 
bun. For a quick weekday lunch, Kewpee’s burgers are incredible and the sweet 
potato fries are (chef ’s kiss). The best BBQ can be found at Saddleback. After 
trying everything else, and then trying it again, Saddleback reigns supreme. 

— GABRIELLE LAWRENCE  
She Ate / He Ate columnist 
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By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

City Pulse • February 16, 2022  www.lansingcitypulse.com 25

FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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BeverlyLawrence

Burgers 
Lansing is home to many great burgers: Olympic Broil, Piazzano’s 

and Harry’s all earning honorable mentions. My favorite is the Miami 
Burger at Weston’s Kewpee with its crumbled burger, olive sauce and 
cheese. Tasty two-handed bites that require napkins during and after. 
Best with a basket of onion rings. 

Wings 
Most folks gravitate to buffalo or smoked wings, and I’m a fan. Howev-

er, my sleeper pick is the Cajun Greek Wings at Steakhouse Philly. Mari-
nated for hours in Greek seasoning, then baked, tossed in Cajun dust and 
finally flash-fried to perfection. Ask for a side of Charlie’s Sauce. 

BBQ 
There’s tough competition around town. Gump’s, Saddleback, 517 

BBQ are top contenders. My favorite is Smoke N’ Pig in Delta Town-
ship — there’s a lot to choose from. Ribs, pork belly burnt ends, a vari-
ety of pulled pork sandwiches, mac, nachos and turkey ribs. The signa-
ture BBQ and Lansing-style mustard sauces are both wonderful. 

— BRYAN BEVERLY, 
She Ate / He Ate columnist
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The Avenue
2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
An Evening with Stormy Chromer
Sat., July 16, 9 p.m.

B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Justin Burton
Thurs., July 14, 7:30-10:30 p.m.

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., July 14, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 Old US-27, Lansing
The New Rule
Fri., July 15, 8 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
DJ E. Nyce
Thurs., July 14, 7-10 p.m.
Justin Holcomb
Fri., July 15, 7-10 p.m.
Russ Holcomb
Sat., July 16, 7-10 p.m.

The Exchange
314 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Darin Larner Band
Fri., July 15, 9:30 p.m.
JP & The Energy
Sat., July 16, 9:30 p.m.

The Green Door
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Sloan
Fri., July 15, 9 p.m.
From Big Sur
Sat., July 16, 9 p.m.

Hawk Hollow Banquet Center
15101 Chandler Rd., Bath
The Full House Band
Fri., July 15, 7 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Melophobix
Fri., July 15, 7-10 p.m.

The Robin Theatre
1105 S. Washington, Lansing
Curtis Eller
Wed., July 13, 8 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 Turner Rd., Lansing
Faith Quashie
Thurs., July 14, 6-8:30 p.m.

Live & Local

Thurs., July 14, 7:30-10:30 p.m.

 This month, The Wild Honey Col-
lective unveiled “Volume 2,” another 
collection of rustic original and tradi-
tional music. Over the past year, the 
newly formed local outfit has made a 
name for itself in Michigan’s folk circuit. 
Co-founder Tommy McCord chatted 
with City Pulse about the dynamic new 
LP, streaming now via GTG Records. 
Vinyl and CD pre-orders are available 
at gtgrecords.bandcamp.com. 

 Given your background in punk 
and rock ‘n’ roll, what was your ini-
tial plan for this new acoustic band? 

Tommy McCord: One of my ini-
tial plans for this band was to make, 
for starters at least, three LPs in short 
succession that follow the same basic 
concept: original songs arranged for 
something close to traditional string 
band instrumentation, traditional folk 
songs, and songs written by friends of 
the band. We can now check two LPs 
off of that list.  

Who’s on the record? 
The principal founding members of 

the band are myself, my wife, Danielle 
Gyger, my longtime collaborator Tim-
my Rodriguez and a relative newcom-
er to the GTG Records circle named 
Dan O’Brien. On both of the albums, 
the four of us have divvied up the main 
instrumental roles of guitar, bass and 
mandolin — with Danielle carrying the 
fiddle parts and Timmy and Dan alter-
nating banjo, keys, upright bass and 
various other textures. On this album, 
we added our old friend Adam Aymor 
as a full-time member playing pedal 
steel. We had Michigan session man 
extraordinaire Drew Howard play steel 
on the first album, but when we started 
doing live shows last summer Adam 
filled that role. Now we won’t ever let 
him leave. We also have a great pool 

of talent in the wider collective.  
 When did “Volume 2” start to take 

shape? 
The album was recorded in a very in-

consistent series of sessions spanning 
July 2021 to April 2022, largely in home 
studios and remote locations. I’d lug 
around my laptop and an interface and 
turn the spot into a studio. Danielle and 
I have made it a tradition to do most of 
our vocals and overdubs at my family’s 
cabin in Bitely, Michigan. That’s where 
the finishing touches took place before 
I mixed it at home in Lansing.  

Out of the 12 songs on this album, 
six are originals written by Danielle, 
Timmy and me. There are four tradi-
tional folk songs, a song written by the 
late Mark Vella, a New Jersey punk 
musician that Timmy and I both knew, 
and a cover of a somewhat obscure 
Buck Owens song called “There Goes 
My Love.” The first album was made 
largely as a quarantine project before 
we had ever played live. I think it’s au-
dible that we made this new album as 
a gigging, collaborative unit. 

Why the shift from punk to folk? 
There was a very natural progres-

sion to Wild Honey that I think listeners 
could pick up on if they went through 
The Plurals “BEES” EP series and the 
2019 Drinking Mercury releases. I was 
definitely well on the path to incorpo-
rating more of a folk and country aes-
thetic into my music. I’m far from the 
first person to say that traditional coun-
try and folk music has way more sim-
ilarities to punk rock than differences 
— it’s all music of the people, played 
by the people, for the people.  
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.
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style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
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it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
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and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
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then and how The Ramones and The 
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“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
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Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
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Wild Honey Collection formed in the summer of 
2020 and has since released two albums. 
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“Free-Flowing”--a 
themeless for #1100! 

by Matt Jones 

Across 

1. Change chips, perhaps 

7. Like some feral fur 

13. A piano has just over 
seven 

15. No longer on board 

16. Permanently 

18. Winged Renaissance 
art character 

19. Arizona’s Agua ___ 
National Monument 

20. Exalt extremely 

22. “Eek!” 

23. Curling inning 

24. Word at some 
taquerias 

25. Off schedule 

26. Suffix that modifies 
Vienna and Burma 

27. Descriptor that 
makes it 13 

29. Online chatter in the 
AOL era? 

30. Swedish Fish and 
Candy Corn, once 

32. Tools for displaying 
albums 

34. Femur’s position? 

36. Words after shake 
or break 

37. Olympic squad for 
Tom Daley and Matty Lee 

38. Fill the silence, 
maybe 

41. Warriors 35-Down 
Thompson 

42. Daughter of an 
Egyptian pharaoh and 
ancestor of the Gaels 
(connected to the Stone 

of Scone legend) 

43. “___ Technology” (hit 
for 50 Cent and Justin 
Timberlake) 

44. Proportional words 

45. Range 

46. Palm device, once 

47. Disreputable brand 

49. Forward to the limit 

51. “Bear with me ...” 

52. Season for some 
seafood, it’s said 

53. Diamond design 

54. “Drag Race” verb 

Down 

1. Joe 

2. Hoard in a hollow, 
maybe 

3. Jazz piano style with 
lots of hand movement 

4. Dance performed 
before some rugby 

matches 

5. “___ Seen It All” 
(Bjˆrk/Yorke song) 

6. Starts flagging 

7. “I Try” singer Gray 

8. Swisher Sweets 
remains 

9. 1988 cult classic with 
the line “... and I’m all out 
of bubblegum” 

10. “Professional Widow” 
singer 

11. Hawaiian peak, 
occasionally 

12. Source of the Rhodes 
Scholarship endowment 

14. Diagnostic to check 
your balance? 

17. Morning diner option 

21. Just getting started 

24. Overhead 

28. Words that dispense 
with formality 

31. Single-celled 
organism, less commonly 

32. Workshop activity 

33. First French Netflix 
Original animated series 
(2021) about a title kitten 
(title kitten) 

34. “So Glad I’m Me” 
singer and “American 
Idol” alumna Jones 

35. Kind of lineup 

38. Dwight’s equivalent 
on the original “Office” 

39. Weekend Edition 
Sunday host Rascoe 

40. Collins of Parliament-
Funkadelic 

45. Aladdin follower? 

46. Altoids purchases 

48. “Wie is de ___?” 
(Dutch reality show of 22 
seasons) 

50. U.S. radio initials 
abroad 
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Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

SUDOKU					     Intermediate

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, column, and 
outlined 3-by-3 box 
contains the numbers 1 
through 9 exactly once. 
No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 28

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny            July 13-19, 2022 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): With a fanciful 
flourish, Aries poet Seamus Heaney wrote, “I ate 
the day / Deliberately, that its tang / Might quicken 
me all into verb, pure verb.” I’d love for you to be 
a pure verb for a while, Aries. Doing so would put 
you in robust rapport with astrological rhythms. 
As a pure verb, you’ll never be static. Flowing and 
transformation will be your specialties. A steady 
stream of fresh inspiration and new meanings will 
come your way. You already have an abundance 
of raw potential for living like a verb—more than 
all the other signs of the zodiac. And in the coming 
weeks, your aptitude for that fluidic state will be 
even stronger than usual. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): According to 
Arthurian myth, the Holy Grail is a cup that confers 
magical powers. Among them are eternal youth, 
miraculous healing, the restoration of hope, the 
resurrection of the dead, and an unending supply 
of healthy and delicious food and drink. Did the 
Grail ever exist as a material object? Some 
believe so. After 34 years of research, historian 
David Adkins thinks he’s close to finding it. He 
says it’s buried beneath an old house in Burton-
on-Trent, a town in central England. I propose we 
make this tantalizing prospect your metaphor of 
power during the coming weeks. Why? I suspect 
there’s a chance you will discover a treasure or 
precious source of vitality. It may be partially 
hidden in plain sight or barely disguised in a 
mundane setting. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): I’m pleased to 
authorize you to be extra vast and extensive 
in the coming weeks. Like Gemini poet Walt 
Whitman, you should never apologize and always 
be proud of the fact that you contain multitudes. 
Your multivalent, wide-ranging outlook will be an 
asset, not a liability. We should all thank you for 
being a grand compendium of different selves. 
Your versatility and elasticity will enhance the 
well-being of all of us whose lives you touch. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Your memory is 
SUBSTANTIAL. Your sensitivity is MONUMENTAL. 
Your urge to nurture is DEEP. Your complexity 
is EPIC. Your feelings are BOTTOMLESS. Your 
imagination is PRODIGIOUS. Because of all these 
aptitudes and capacities, you are TOO MUCH 
for some people. Not everyone can handle 
your intricate and sometimes puzzling BEAUTY. 
But there are enough folks out there who do 
appreciate and thrive on your gifts. In the coming 
weeks and months, make it your quest to focus 
your urge to merge on them. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): I love these lines by 
Leo poet Conrad Aiken: “Remember (when time 
comes) how chaos died to shape the shining leaf.” 
I hope this lyrical thought will help you understand 
the transformation you’re going through. The time 
has come for some of your chaos to expire—and 
in doing so, generate your personal equivalent of 
shining leaves. Can you imagine what the process 
would look and feel like? How might it unfold? Your 
homework is to ponder these wonders. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): A British woman 
named Andie Holman calls herself the Scar 
Queen. She says, “Tight scar tissue creates 
pain, impacts mobility, affects your posture, and 
usually looks bad.” Her specialty is to diminish 
the limiting effects of scars, restoring flexibility 
and decreasing aches. Of course, she works with 
actual physical wounds, not the psychological 
kind. I wish I could refer you to healers who would 
help you with the latter, Virgo. Do you know any? If 
not, seek one out. The good news is that you now 
have more personal power than usual to recover 
from your old traumas and diminish your scars. 
I urge you to make such work a priority in the 
coming weeks. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Ancient Roman 
philosopher Seneca wrote, “Luck is what 
happens when preparation meets opportunity.” 
But a Spanish proverb suggests a different 
element may be necessary: “Good luck comes 
by elbowing.” (Elbowing refers to the gesture 

you use as you push your way through a crowd, 
nudging people away from the path you want to 
take.) A Danish proverb says that preparation 
and elbowing aren’t enough: “Luck will carry 
someone across the brook if they are not too 
lazy to leap.” Modern author Wendy Walker has 
the last word: “Fortune adores audacity.” I hope 
I’ve inspired you to be alert to the possibility that 
extra luck is now available to you. And I hope I’ve 
convinced you to be audacious, energetic, well-
prepared, and willing to engage in elbowing. Take 
maximum advantage of this opportunity. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Many Scorpios 
imagine sex to be a magnificent devotion, a 
quintessential mode of worship, an unparalleled 
celebration of sacred earthiness. I endorse 
and admire this perspective. If our culture had 
more of it, the art and entertainment industries 
would offer far less of the demeaning, superficial 
versions of sexuality that are so rampant. Here’s 
another thing I love about Scorpios: So many of 
you grasp the value of sublimating lust into other 
fun and constructive accomplishments. You’re 
skilled at channeling your high-powered libido 
into practical actions that may have no apparent 
erotic element. The coming weeks will be an 
excellent time for you to do a lot of that. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): A Sagittarius 
reader named Jenny-Sue asked, “What are 
actions I could take to make my life more 
magical?” I’m glad she asked. The coming weeks 
will be a favorable time to raise your delight and 
enchantment levels, to bask in the blessed glories 
of alluring mysteries and uncanny synchronicities. 
Here are a few tips: 1. Learn the moon’s phases 
and keep track of them. 2. Acquire a new sacred 
treasure and keep it under your pillow or in 
your bed. 3. Before sleep, ask your deep mind 
to provide you with dreams that help generate 
creative answers to a specific question. 4. Go 
on walks at night or at dawn. 5. Compose a wild 
or funny prayer and shout it aloud it as you run 
through a field. 6. Sing a soulful song to yourself 
as you gaze into a mirror. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Being able 
to receive love doesn’t come easy for some 
Capricorns. You may also not be adept at making 
yourself fully available for gifts and blessings. But 
you can learn these things. You can practice. With 
enough mindful attention, you might eventually 
become skilled at the art of getting a lot of what 
you need and knowing what to do with it. And I 
believe the coming weeks will be a marvelous 
time to increase your mastery. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): “If I don’t 
practice one day, I know it; two days, the critics 
know it; three days, the public knows it.” This 
quote is variously attributed to violinist Jascha 
Heifetz, trumpeter Louis Armstrong, and violinist 
Isaac Stern. It’s a fundamental principle for 
everyone who wants to get skilled at any task, not 
just for musicians. To become a master of what 
you love to do, you must work on it with extreme 
regularity. This is always true, of course. But 
according to my astrological analysis, it will be 
even more intensely true and desirable for you 
during the coming months. Life is inviting you to 
raise your expertise to a higher level. I hope you’ll 
respond! 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In May 2021, 
Jessica and Ben Laws got married on their dairy 
farm. The ceremony unfolded smoothly, but an 
unforeseen event interrupted the reception party. 
A friend who had been monitoring their herd 
came to tell the happy couple that their pregnant 
cow had gone into labor and was experiencing 
difficulties. Jessica ran to the barn and plunged 
into active assistance, still clad in her lovely floor-
length bridal gown and silver tiara. The dress got 
muddy and trashed, but the birth was successful. 
The new bride had no regrets. I propose making 
her your role model for now. Put practicality 
over idealism. Opt for raw and gritty necessities 
instead of neat formalities. Serve what’s soulful, 
even if it’s messy. 



City Pulse • July 13, 2022 	 www.lansingcitypulse.com	 27

Lansing Record & 
CD Show  

Saturday, July 16  
University Quality Inn 

3121 E. Grand River Ave., Lansing 
$1 admission: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  
$7 early admission: 8-10 a.m. 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
facebook.com/lansingrecordshow 

For those interested in flipping through 
thousands of vinyl records, a good 
place to start might be Saturday´s 
Lansing Record & CD Show at the 
University Quality Inn in Frandor (next 
to Spare Time Entertainment Center). 
The huge show, which opens at 10 
a.m., sets up shop every few of months and features dozens of tables stacked with vinyl (45s and LPs), as well 
as CDs, music DVDs, band posters, t-shirts, vintage magazines and all sorts of collectible music memorabilia. All 
genres are represented, even obscure garage rock, rockabilly and punk records. Looking to sell? Dealers also buy 
select record collections from attendees. For more information, call (734) 604-2540. 
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022 
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

 
Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

See Events, Page 24

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 9 a.m. Monday 

for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Thursday, July 14 
Adult Coloring - Relax with ocean-
themed coloring sheets! Materials supplied.  
5-6:30 p.m. Eaton Rapids Area District 
Library, 220 S. Main, Eaton Rapids. erdl.org 

Backyard Spirits | Trevor Grabill - 
opening reception 5-7 p.m. with artist talk 
5:30 p.m. Lansing Art Gallery & Education 
Center, 300 S Washington Sq. #100, 
Lansing. 517-574-4521.  

Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 
James Couzens Memorial Park, 13753          
Main St, Bath. shopbfm.org.  

Dimondale Farmers’ Market - 3-7 p.m. 
136 N Bridge St, Dimondale. 517-230-0520.  

Field of View - An Art X Science Film 
Series - The Most Unknown. 9:30 p.m. 
Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court,        
East Lansing. museum.msu.edu  

Genealogy Help - Learn how to use 
Ancestry Library Edition. 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Eaton Rapids Area District Library, 220 S. 
Main, Eaton Rapids. eradl.org.  

It’s a Thursday Thing - musicians 
will be performing on the corner. 
5-7 p.m. N Clinton Ave., St. Johns.     
downtownstjohnsmi.com.  

Music in the Garden - The Corzo Effect - 
7-8 p.m. Veterans Memorial Gardens, 2074 
N Aurelius Rd., Holt. delhitownship.com.  

Music in the Park - Food concessions 
available. 7-9 p.m. Jaycee Park, 525 E. River 
St., Grand Ledge. grandledgechamber.com.  

Shark Slime - Make shark slime with 
us! All materials supplied. Playground of 
Dreams at Pavilion #2. 10:30-11:30 a.m. 100 
Howe Dr., Eaton Rapids. eradl.org.  

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with 
some fellow stitching witches! 5-8 p.m. 
Keys To Manifestation, 809 Center St. #7, 
Lansing. manifestlansing.com.  

Summer Concert Series - 7-9 p.m. 
American Legion Bandshell, McCormick 
Park, 300 N. Putnam St., Williamston.  

Summer Concert Series - Acoustic 
Liberty. 6:30 p.m. The Courthouse Lawn, 
100 W Lawrence Ave, Charlotte.  

Wacousta Picnic Playdate Family 
Storytime - enjoy stories, songs, and 
activities. 11 a.m.-12 p.m. Wacousta UMC, 
9180 Herbison Rd., Eagle. 

Williamston Summer Concert Series - 
Enjoy a beautiful summer evening with the 
Swift Brothers  7 p.m. McCormick Park, 123 
High St, Williamston.  

Wednesday, July 13 
50 over Fitness - Meridian 50 Plus 
Stretch and Flex Exercise group.  
9-10 a.m. Central Park Pavilion, 5151 
Marsh Rd., Okemos. 517-853-4600.                   
meridian50plus.com.  

Allen Farmers Market - Corner 
Shepard/Kalamazoo. 2:30-7 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing.  

Concert in the Park - CARMA. 7-9 p.m. 
St Johns City Park, 801 W Park St., St. 
Johns. clintoncountyarts.org.  

Concerts in the Park - Sea Cruisers. 
7 p.m. Turner Dodge House, 100 E North, 
Lansing. 

Critchlow Alligator Sanctuary - Join 
us to meet and learn about alligators 
and other creatures. 3:15-4 p.m. Eaton 
Rapids Area District Library, 220 S. Main.                
eradl.org.  

Food Frenzy - 4-8 p.m. Holt 
Farmers’ Market, 2150 Cedar St, Holt.             
delhitownship.com.  

Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh 
tradition - weekly practice. 7-9 p.m. 
Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK Jr Blvd.,      
Lansing. lamc.info.  

Meridian Farmers’ Market - 3-7 p.m. 
1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos. 

Meridian Township Summer Concert 
Series - 6-8:30 p.m. Marketplace on 
the Green, 1995 Central Park drive,      
Okemos. meridian.mi.us.  

Pagan Community Night - online or 
in-person.  6-8 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 
809 Center St. #7A, Lansing. 517-657-5800. 
weaversoftheweb.org.  

Storybook Stroll - through August. 
Read while you stroll Lincoln Brick Park 
and downtown! Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
517-627-7014. gladl.org.  

Wine Wednesday - Wine & cheese tasting 
at 6 p.m. or wine & chocolate tasting at 
8:30 pm. Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing.  

Your Art’s Desire - art exhibit through 
July.  10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The Peoples 
Church, 200 W. Grand River Ave.,           
East Lansing.  

Zoo Days 2022 - 9-5 p.m. Potter Park 
Zoo, 1301 S Pennsylvania Ave, Lansing. 
potterparkzoo.org.  

Friday, July 15 
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 
Plus Stretch and Flex Exercise group.  
9-10 a.m. Central Park Pavilion, 5151 
Marsh Rd., Okemos. 517-853-4600.                 
meridian50plus.com.  

Ben Traverse - Playing with Josh 
Holcomb and Elijah Russ. 7 p.m. East 
Lansing Summer Concert Series, Albert & 
M.A.C. Aves, East Lansing.  
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Faith Quashie 
UrbanBeat 

1213 Turner St., Lansing  
Thursday, July 14 

6-8:30 p.m. 
Doors at 5 p.m. 

Tickets $10, $5 advance, $5 students  
urbanbeatevents.com 

With West Indian roots and a Brooklyn, 
New York upbringing, jazz vocalist Faith 
Quashie is an exciting fresh talent on the 
Michigan music scene. She is a recent 
graduate of Western Michigan Universi-
ty’s eclectic vocal jazz program, where 
she studied under Greg Jasperse, along 
with many other esteemed jazz musicians 
and educators, like the New York Voices, 
säje, Carla Cook, Roxy Coss and May Erlewine, to name a few. She is also a two-time Downbeat Magazine award 
winner. This dynamic show will not only showcase Quashie’s talent as a powerhouse jazz performer — but also 
as a seasoned gospel and classical artist.   

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

2529 E. Mt. Hope Ave.
Lansing

One mile east of Pennsylvania 
on Mt. Hope

(517) 482-6266
mthopemonument.com

MT. HOPE 
MONUMENT

LORRI 
MILLER

“The Granite Lady”

Crack the Code - Impression 5 
Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing.             
517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

Cruise In - 5-8 p.m. Holt Farmers’ Market, 
2150 Cedar St, Holt. delhitownship.com.  

Dam Jam Music Festival 2022 - at the 

historic Brenke Fish Ladder 6 p.m. Brenke 
Fish Ladder, 216 E Grand River Rd, Lansing.  

Friday Night Concert Series - 7 p.m. 
Lake Lansing Park South Band Shell, 1621 
Pike St, Haslett. pk.ingham.org.  

Haslett Pine Creek Sub Annual 
Community Mega-Garage Sale! - 
9-4 p.m. Haslett & Bayonne, Bayonne &      
Creek Landing areas.  

Space Explorers - Impression 5 
Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing.              
517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

Techno City - Impression 5 Science 
Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing.            
517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

TGIF Dinner & Dance Party - Everyone 
welcome! 7-11:59 p.m. Hawk Hollow, 15101 
Chandler Rd. Bath. tgifdance.com.  

Saturday, July 16 
Game Night - 5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center St.#7A,        
Lansing. manifestlansing.com.  

Haslett Pine Creek Sub Annual 
Community Mega-Garage Sale! - 9-4 
p.m. Haslett & Bayonne, Bayonne &      
Creek Landing areas.  

The Poetry Room Open Mic - 
hosted by Poet Laureate Masaki 
Takahashi. 3:30-6 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr,                                                    
East Lansing.broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Power Up Youth Explosion: Purpose, 
Prosperity, Passion, and Praise -  
Empowering Workshops:  9 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Angelene L. Trice Family Life Center, 2645 
W. Holmes Rd., Lansing. todc.org.  

Sunday, July 17 
East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Valley Court Park, 280 Valley 
Court, East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.  

Sunday School for Witches - workshop 
series. 3-4:30 p.m. Keys To Manifestation, 
809 Center St. 7A, Lansing. manifestlansing.
com.  

Monday, July 18 
50 over Fitness - Meridian 50 Plus 
Stretch and Flex Exercise group  
9-10 a.m. Central Park Pavilion, 5151 
Marsh Road, Okemos. 517-853-4600.                 
meridian50plus.com.  

Advanced Video Game Designer 
- 8 a.m. Impression 5 Science Center, 
200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-485-8116. 
impression5.org.  

Cardboard Arcade - 8 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

Eco Explorers - 8 a.m. Impression 5 

Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

Pirate Adventure - 8 a.m. Impression 5 
Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

Squirt Gun Painting [Registration 
Req.] - 2 sessions, 2 p.m. & 6 p.m. Kids 
use squirt guns to create! One painting 
per child, wear bathing suit/ play clothes 
that can get messy. 2-3 p.m. Grand Ledge 
Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St.,         
Grand Ledge. gladl.org 

Tuesday, July 19 
Board Game Meet Up - ages 18 & up. 
6:30 - 10:30 p.m. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Spare Time 
Bowling Alley, 3101 E Grand River, Lansing.  

Delta Township Music in the Park - 7 
p.m. Sharp Park, 1401 Elmwood Road, 
Lansing. 517-323-8555.  

High School Book Club - Join us for 
games and a book discussion of “Aristotle 
and Dante Discover the Secrets of the 
Universe.”   2-3 p.m. Playground of 
Dreams, 100 Howe Dr., Eaton Rapids.  
eradl.org.  

Jug & Mug Ski and Social Club 
Meeting - Join your new circle of friends.  
6-8:30 p.m. Tony M’s Creyts Rd., Lansing. 
517-663-1854. jugandmug.org.  

Parent Happy Hour - Storytime for 
kids and wine flight specials for parents. 
5-7 p.m. Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. 517-721-1330.  

Picnic Playdate Family Storytime 
- follow the wagon to the playground 
for a family storytime! 11 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E.  
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org 

Sporcle Live! Trivia - Are you a 
trivia buff? 7:30-8:30 p.m. Crunchy’s, 
254 W Grand River Ave, East Lansing. 
crunchyseastlansing.com.  

Squirt Gun Painting [Registration 
Req.] - 2 sessions, 2 p.m. & 6 p.m. Kids 
use squirt guns to create! One painting 
per child, wear bathing suit/ play clothes 
that can get messy. 2-3 p.m. Grand Ledge 
Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St.,             
Grand Ledge. gladl.org 
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New book details Michigan 
native’s extraordinary life
By BILL CASTANIER  

After covering multiple wars as an 
award-winning television correspon-
dent for ABC and CBS, author Don 
Dahler engaged in a series of life-threat-
ening adventures that taught him all 
too much about working a dangerous, 
yet rewarding profession. 

Those adrenaline-pumping experienc-
es no doubt helped inform his new book, 
which centers on another adventurer. In 
“Fearless: Harriet Quimby A Life With-
out Limit,” Dahler digs back over 100 
years and recounts how Quimby, a Mich-
igan native, became one of the most fa-
mous aviators in history. In 1912, she 
became the first woman to fly across the 
English Channel. 

He writes in his new book: “In a time 
when human flight was still measured 
in minutes and dozens of lives were sac-
rificed annually for the advancement of 
aviation, Harriet’s was a journey almost 
as audacious and perilous as a trip to 
the moon would be 57 years later.”’ 

In his 336-page book, published last 
month, Dahler, an aviation buff who 
discovered Quimby while reading an 
early aviation magazine, tells the amaz-
ing rise of a young woman in — what 
was then — a man’s world. 

Dahler traces Quimby’s life from her 
1875 birth in the small Michigan farm-
ing town of Arcadia to her tragic death 
some 37 years later. 

“When I found the obscure mention 
of her in an aviation industry magazine 
I was stunned,” Dahler said.  “I never 
heard of her, and I went on a treasure 
hunt to learn more. I decided to write a 
screenplay, originally.” 

The screenplay never went anywhere, 
and his boxes of research were packed 
away as he continued his career as a fic-
tion writer and journalist — but Quim-
by was always on his mind. 

Decades later, when he decided to 
take on the biography of Quimby, the 
New Jersey resident was meticulous 
with his research and sources.  

He was worried he “was not going to 
do her justice,” he recalled. “I had nev-
er taken on a biography where every 
source has to be documented and you 
have to make it clear when using con-
jecture.” 

But after utilizing search engines and 
online databases, he soon uncovered 
more than he ever knew about Quimby, 
including facts about her early days.  

Quimby attended a one-room school-
house but soon moved to California with 
her family, who was looking to escape the 
hardscrabble 
life of North-
ern Michigan 
farming. Un-
daunted by 
her early life, 
Quimby soon 
became part 
of the San 
Francisco Bo-
hemian scene 
and even ap-
peared in a 
movie by the 
young direc-
tor D.W. Grif-
fiths. 

It was in 
California she 
also began a 
career in jour-
nalism, ulti-
mately mov-
ing to New  
to become 
a writer for 
Leslie’s Illus-
trated Week-
ly, a national 
magazine. It was there her reputation 
soared. 

“She did a lot of things,” he said. “She 
was one of the first women to write 
screenplays. She owned and operated an 
automobile, driving 100 miles an hour. 
She was a toughie.”  

According to Dahler, it was her expe-
riences driving fast that attracted her to 
flight. And, as the book details, when 
Quimby wanted something, she went 
after it with a passion. 

By the time she talked someone into 

giving her flying lessons in 1911, manned 
flight was only a shade over a decade old. 
Dahler describes how Quimby was not 

to be deterred by 
the male-domi-
nated field, and, 
in 1911, she be-
came the first 
woman to be-
come licensed by 
the Aero Club of 
America. 

Given how 
dangerous ear-
ly aviation was, 
Quimby took the 
responsibility se-
riously. As an ex-
ample, the author 
cites the grim sta-
tistic that while 
she was earning 
her license 100 
pilots died from 
flight accidents. 
As Quimby be-
came comfortable 
flying, she made 
serious money 
at national and 
international air 
shows. She also 

used her platform with Leslie’s to write 
about her trailblazing adventures in the 
air.  

With her stunning good looks, the 
former tomboy became the equivalent 
of today’s rock stars. When she readied 
herself for her flight across the English 
Channel in 1912, one of the last things 
she did was “touch up her makeup.” Qui-
mby, who once performed on stage in 
San Francisco, intrinsically understood 
the importance of self-promotion, espe-
cially when it came to the flying outfit. 

Check out our 
great selection of 

SUMMER 
READS!

Curious Book Shop
307 E. Grand River, E. Lansing

(517) 332-0112  We validate parking
Mon.- Sat. 10-7 pm, Sun. 12-5 pm

curiousbooks.com

Archives Book Shop
519 W. Grand River, E. Lansing
(517) 332-8444   Free Parking
Mon.- Sat. 11-6 pm, Sun. 12-5 pm

thearchivesbookshop@gmail.com

Thousands of used paperbacks and hardbacks!

Flight pioneer Harriet Quimby was ‘Fearless’ 

“Fearless: Harriet Quimby A Life Without 
Limit” (Princeton Architectural Press) 
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seeks Arts & 
Entertainment 

Editor
Lansing’s weekly 

alternative newspaper is 
looking for a new arts 
& entertainment editor. 

Can you:
— Write well?
— Write accurately?
— Write in depth?
— Uncover what’s new in 

town?
— Assign stories to con-

tributors?
— Edit their stories?
— Meet deadlines?

Let’s talk. A journalism 
background is preferred, but we 

can train the right person.
This is an equal opportunity

job search.
Email a cover letter, resume and 
writing samples (no more than 5) 
to publisher@
lansingcitypulse.com by 
Thursday, Sept. 2. Email any 
questions there as well.

NOTICE OF DAY OF REVIEW OF 
APPORTIONMENTS

 (In accordance with 1956 PA 40, as amended)

 Notice is Hereby Given that a Day of Review will be held on Tuesday, September 
14, 2021, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Ingham County Drain Commissioner’s Office, 707 
Buhl Ave., Mason, MI 48854. At that date and place, the apportionments of benefits will be 
reviewed for assessment purposes. The Drains and the municipalities subject to assessment 
are as follows:

DRAIN NO. DRAIN NAME MUNICIPALITY

A 03-00 ALAIEDON NO. 3 DRAIN ALAIEDON TOWNSHIP

B 03-00 BATDORFF DRAIN BUNKER HILL TOWNSHIP

B 04-00 BATEMAN DRAIN AURELIUS TOWNSHIP

B 32-00 BELL DRAIN AURELIUS TOWNSHIP
MERIDIAN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
WHEATFIELD TOWNSHIP
WILLIAMSTOWN TOWNSHIP

B 51-00 BIEBESHIEMER DRAIN MERIDIAN CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
CITY OF EAST LANSING
MSU (ROADS)
GRAND TRUNK WESTERN RAILROAD
CSX RAILROAD

C 45-00 CADILLAC AVE. DRAIN LANSING CHARTER TOWNSHIP

 G 22-00 GRANDY DRAIN STOCKBRIDGE TOWNSHIP

 M 49-00 MCCLUSKEY DRAIN BUNKER HILL TOWNSHIP
            

 Descriptions of lands constituting the Drainage Districts for the above referenced 
Drains may be found at the Ingham County Drain Commissioner’s Office or on its website (dr.
ingham.org). 

 The Day of Review is an opportunity to review the tentative apportionments of 
benefits for each parcel and municipality within the Drainage District. The Drain Commissioner, 
engineers, and/or other staff members will be available to assist individuals throughout 
the day and make revisions to the apportionments where necessary. There is no need to 
schedule an appointment for a specific time on the Day of Review. Drain assessments will be 
collected in the same manner as property taxes. If Drain assessments are to be collected in 
installments of more than one year, they may be paid in full with any interest to date at any time 
to avoid further interest charges. The entities to be assessed at large are the municipalities 
listed above, as well as Ingham County for benefit to county roads, and the State of Michigan 
Department of Transportation for those Drainage Districts that include state highways. The 
lands to be assessed are those generally described as being within the Drainage District 
boundaries.

 Comments on the apportionments of benefits may be submitted to the Drain 
Commissioner in writing at P.O. Box 220, Mason, MI 48854, or via email at drainoffice@
ingham.org, or may be submitted in writing or verbally at the Day of Review. Comments 
submitted in advance must be received by the Drain Commissioner prior to the date set for 
the Day of Review to ensure consideration.

 Persons with disabilities needing accommodations for effective participation in the 
meeting should contact the Ingham County Drain Commissioner at (517) 676-8395, or the 
Michigan Relay Center at 711 (TTY) at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting to request 
mobility, visual, hearing, or other assistance. 

 You are Further Notified that persons aggrieved by the decision with regard to 
the apportionments of benefits for assessment purposes may appeal to the Ingham County 
Probate Court within ten (10) days after the Day of Review.

    Patrick E. Lindemann
 August 27, 2021  Ingham County Drain Commissioner
                      CP#21-200

254 W Grand River Ave • East Lansing
www.crunchyseastlansing.com

Follow on 
Facebook.com/crunchyseastlansing 
for exclusive deals and promotions

4625 Willoughby Rd • Holt
www.delhicaferestaurant.com

517-694-8655
T-F 11AM-7:30PM

DELHI CAFE
FAMILY • CASUAL • DINING

QUIET ATMOSPHERE & FRIENDLY STAFF

ORDER YOUR 
Baklava & Spinach Pie TODAY!

Lunch & Dinner Specials
Greek Specials • Soups & Salads

Our Dining Room is Open! Tue-Fri 11-7:30
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She donned a non-traditional hooded 
one-piece plum-colored flight suit for 
her channel flight. 

“She was 100% aware that day that 
what she was doing was historic,” 
Dahler said. 

Even though the channel flight was 
perilous, given the high altitude, dense 
fog and unpredictable winds, Quimby 
flew into aviation history that day. Unfor-
tunately, her historic flight, according to 
Dahler, was overshadowed by the sinking 
of the Titanic. Dahler said never showed 
her bitterness for being overlooked.  

However, two months later at a Bos-
ton Airshow, she would fly into aviation 
history when a quirky two-seater plane 
she was flying plunged forward dumping 
them into a bog near Boston Harbor. She 
and a passenger were both killed.  

According to Dahler, her death 
spurred the misogynistic attitude of the 
time and numerous publications ran ed-
itorials about “why women shouldn’t fly.” 

Today, that ignorance is no longer at-
tached to her reputation as a pioneer of 
flight. In 1991, the U.S. Postal Service 
issued a 50-cent airmail stamp to honor 
her. Beyond that, there are two histori-
cal markers honoring her time in Mich-
igan, one in Coldwater and one at her 
childhood home in Acadia.  

CLASSIFIED
Moving: 

Full size bed w/walnut frame, 
night table w/ceramic lamp, 
table&chair, printer cabinet, 
walnut bookcase w/4 shelves. 

All for $400, or Best offer. 
Call Ivan, (517) 927-3313 
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By KYLE KAMINSKI 
I get a lot of emails about fun happen-

ings in the cannabis world. Most mes-
sages from California have been trained 
to land in my spam filter. But this West 
Coast tech startup was a bit different: 
Jointly claims to have discovered the 
most popular cannabis brands and 
products in Michigan, based entirely on 
the personal experiences of thousands 
of Michigan stoners just like me.  

Obviously, that’s a big claim, so I set 
up an interview with David Kooi, the 
co-founder and CEO of the new “canna-
bis wellness” company to learn all about 
what his team discovered.  

The LA-based startup formed in 2018  
but didn’t launch its flagship app until 
the early pandemic. And it has since tak-
en Michigan by virtual storm, with now 
more than 25,000 users statewide. 

Kooi said the company is designed to 
help consumers “reach their full poten-
tial” through more “purposeful canna-
bis consumption.” Big buzzwords, but 
it’s actually a pretty neat concept. 

Here’s how it all works: 
Those who download the free Joint-

ly app can browse an expansive library 
of cannabis products from dozens of 
retailers across Michigan, including 
several in Greater Lansing. It’s sort of 
like having a budtender on your phone. 
You pick your “primary goal,” like to 
ease pain, improve sleep, induce sleep 
or creativity, or simply just relax. From 

there, you pick whichever 
type of product you pre-
fer: flower, prerolls, va-
pes, edibles, drinks, dabs, 
tinctures and more. 

There’s even a category 
labeled “intimate prod-
ucts.” (Maybe I’ll save that 
for a future column.) 

From there, more than 
200,000 product 
reviews from oth-
er smokers help 
to sort them in 
the order of which 
other Michigan 
smokers have 
found most effec-
tive for any given 
ailment. 

For example: 
Jointly found 
most of its Mich-
igan users — 
about 33% of 
them — turned 
to cannabis ex-
clusively to “re-
lax and refresh.” 
And based on 
their experiences, 
they seem to have 
found the most 
success with the 
bud from High 
Supply, Fluresh 
and High Life 
Farms. 

With every 
new product re-
view entered into 
the database, the 
ratings are con-
stantly updated 
to reflect chang-
ing consumer preferences, as well as 
newly released, top-performing strains. 

So far, about 25% of 
the state’s reports have 
been from smokers who 
bought pot to “relieve 
everyday stress,” also 
finding success with 
products from Cook-
ies and Gage Cannabis 
Co. Others highlighted 
bud from Lume and 

Common Cit-
izen, the retail 
partner of LIV 
Cannabis. All 
of them have 
some sort of 
presence in the 
r e c r e at i o n a l 
cannabis mar-
ket in Greater 
Lansing. 

Here’s the 
kicker: Details 
users provide 
about their 
cannabis ex-
periences help 
make their 
next sessions 
even better. A 
range of about 
15 factors (like 
the size of the 
dose, the time 
between doses 
and the overall 
mindset and 
physical set-
ting) can some-
times make or 
break the high. 

By regularly 
logging differ-
ent factors and 
different prod-

ucts into the app, Jointly is designed to 
track insights into which experiences 
work best for individual smokers — and 
recommend products accordingly. Just 
like a budtender: Over time, Jointly gets 
to know what works for you. 

“More and more people are realizing 
that cannabis isn’t just about getting high. 
It’s about relaxing, relieving stress, sleep-
ing better, creativity, focus — connection 
to the moment. There are a lot of really 
good reasons people use cannabis to make 
their lives better when they consume pur-
posefully,” Kooi said. “Our app is meant to 
help people navigate that journey.” 

Personally, edibles on an empty stom-
ach tend to make me feel a bit anxious. 
And since I haven’t had Jointly to pay 
attention, it took me quite a while to fig-
ure that out on my own. 

In addition to identifying top-per-
forming brands and products, Jointly 
also sells the data. But of course, that’s 
how the company turns a profit. Access-
ing the library of product reviews is to-
tally free. Kooi keeps dinner on his plate 
by plucking certain trends and pitching 
those to companies as marketing strat-
egies — ways to tailor their products to 
meet the realistic industry demands. 

Don’t worry: Kooi promises that all 
of his consumer data is always passed 
along anonymously. Besides, I really 
don’t think Big Brother has any inter-
est in reading about how stoned that 
hash-infused prerolled joint got you last 
Saturday. Kooi also mentioned that an 
in-house team closely monitors product 
ratings to prevent any outside interests 
from manipulating the data. 

As if working at a big pot review com-
pany isn’t already a pretty sweet gig, 
Jointly also bills itself as the first com-
pany to offer cannabis as a “wellness 
benefit.” The 12-person staff (which 
now works remotely across the country) 
receives a stipend for a few ounces of 
bud every month. 

I don’t want to start a pissing con-
test here, but City Pulse used to provide 
quite the hefty stipend to help cover the 
products featured in this column — and 
that was well before Jointly even got 
started. So, if that record comes with a 
plaque, maybe mail it to the City Pulse 
office instead. 

In all, there isn’t necessarily a wide va-
riety of Michigan brands on the Jointly 
app just yet—so I don’t think there are 
too many real takeaways from the title 
of “top performing” brand right now. 
You also can’t narrow down your loca-
tion by region, so results don’t always 
show cannabis items available in Great-
er Lansing, but it still helps as a guide-
post to help find the right strains. 

I’ve been tinkering around with the 
app for the last week and have already 
discovered several new items to add 
to my stoner bucket list. It’s worth a 
browse, especially if it keeps growing. 

Kyle Kaminski is a journalist and 
cannabis enthusiast. Editor & Pub-
lisher magazine has labeled him 
“arguably, the state’s authority on ev-
erything you need to know about can-
nabis.” Have a suggestion for a dank 
new product or a feature idea? Email                                                           
lansterdam@lansingcitypulse.com. 
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MEDIATION

California tech startup tracks popular pot brands in Greater Lansing 
Jointly uses product 
reviews to guide ‘purposeful’ 
cannabis consumption
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in Review:  
Terple Gang

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub. 

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds. 

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too. 

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor. 

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell. 

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.” 

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high. 

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high. 

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%. 

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.” 

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button. 

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output. 

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week. 

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year. 

Here’s a look at a few of them: 
Terple Gang — Bombulan 
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder. 

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed. 

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips. 

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry 
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes. 

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks. 

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too. 

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies 
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes. 

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty. 

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap. 

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com. 

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Jointly
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July 16th - 10am to 2pm
CADL Downtown Lansing Library

August 1st - 3pm to 7pm
CADL Foster Library 

401 S Capitol Ave
Lansing, MI 48933

                200 N Foster Ave
Lansing, MI 48912

Proof of Identification (Driver's License, 

Social Security Number (Card or Tax Form)
Proof of Income (Recent Pay Stub, 1040 or W2 Tax
Forms, Payment/Benefit Statements)
Proof of Delinquency (Past Due Bills/Statements)

  Please Bring: 

       Passport or Picture Government ID)

 

Please call CAHP for any MIHAF questions

-Property Taxes
-Mortgages
-Condo/HOA Fees
-Land Contract Payments
-Homeowner's Insurance

KEEP YOUR HOME
MICHIGAN HOMEOWNERS ASSISTANCE FUND MIHAF - A new

program with up to
$25,000 in financial

assistance to
homeowners who

have experienced a 
COVID-19 related

hardship. 
MIHAF Funds can help pay:

Join Us!
MIHAF Application Assistance:

Capital Area Housing Partnership 
(CAHP)

517-332-4663

Alan Fox
Ingham County Treasurer

AFox@ingham.org

517-676-7220
tr.ingham.org

Don't let time work against you. Call Today!

Walk-ins are welcome. For a scheduled time slot
please call 517-676-7304.

Lunch will be provided

Special Thanks to:
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Lansing Locations Only 7/11 through 7/15

10/$75
Pure Options 1g 
Pre-Rolls

Carts & Concentrates 

Other

Flower

10/$100
Northcoast Extracts
1g Carts (Non-Tiered)

10/$100
All 0.5g Monster 
Carts

10/$100
Northcoast 1g
Concentrates (Non-Tiered)

2/$25
Northern Lights 
Chocolate Bars

Grab N’ Grow Clones 
3 Strains Available3/$100 Frandor Only - Limited 3 per person

Element Live Resin 
Carts (Ask for pricing)

NEW LOW 
PRICE

$69.99
1 Ounce Ready 
to Roll (All Strains)

$25.00
15+ Pure Options 
Strains Pre-Packed 
Eighths

$25.00
Milk & Cookies 
Eighths

NEW STRAIN DROP

$20.00
Dixie Elixir 
100mg

NEW ITEM

4/$40
Monster Xtracts 
Gummies

$15.00
Terpene Tank 1g
Maxx Carts

$6.95
Fluresh 0.5g Live
Resin Carts

pureoptions.com

FOR REGISTERED QUALIFYING PATIENTS ONLY OR FOR USE BY INDIVIDUALS 21 YEARS OF AGE OR 
OLDER FOR ADULT USE. KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN. IT IS ILLEGAL TO DRIVE A MOTOR VEHICLE 
WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF MARIJUANA. ACTUAL VALUE OF THC AND CBD MAY VARY FROM 
REPORTED VALUE BY 10%. 
NATIONAL POISON CONTROL CENTER 1-800-222-1222

Warning: Use by pregnant or breastfeeding women, or by women 
planning to become pregnant, may result in fetal injury, pre-term birth, 
low birth weight, or developmental problems for the child.


