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Introducing The 
Artwork of  

Trevor Arnett 

307 E Cesar E Chavez Ave; Lansing, MI 48906 
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Work with CMHA-CEI
and Make a Difference
Mental Health Therapists 
Nurses and More!

Apply Today!
www.ceicmh.org/employment

Mental Health
Therapist Salary Range:
$56,005- $63,571

Any questions please contact

Jenny Pelton
at pelton@ceicmh.org
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

The puddle and steady stream of fluid 
was unexpected on the mountain bike 
path Greg Pratt was riding in Lansing’s 
Hunters Ridge Park on the evening of 
July 12. He stopped his biking to investi-
gate. What he found made his jaw drop.  

The steady stream of fluid was com-
ing from a raw sewer line.  

On a video he took and shared with 
City Pulse, the flow of sewage can be 
heard burbling like a small stream.  

An estimated 600 gallons of raw sew-
age had run from the sewer line, down 
a hill and into the Grand River, city 
officials confirmed in an email to City 
Pulse. How long it leaked is unknown.  

But what is known is that “flushable 
wipes” — also called moist toilet paper 
— contributed to the problem. 

The problem with flushing those 
wipes, experts told The Washington 
Post in April 2021, is that they twist 
together and gather with grease and 
other items to create what wastewater 
experts call “fatbergs” that clog sewer 
lines, causing backups. The report not-
ed backups in cities across the country, 
including Detroit.  

The Federal Trade Commission in 
2015 ordered Nice-Pak, a company 
that provided private label adult flush-
able wipes to companies like CVS and 
Target, to stop promoting them as 
flushable because the claims the wipes 
broke down like toilet paper were un-
substantiated. This May, a federal court 
in New York ordered a class action case 
settlement with the Kimberly-Clark 
Corp. over its flushable wipes as well. 
The settlement will pay households that 
purchased Kimberly-Clark wipes over a 
12-year period.  

So-called flushable wipes are part 
of an ongoing raw sewage problem at 
Hunters Ridge Park. 

The park is a heavily forested and 
naturalized expanse on the city’s far 
west side in a very small section of the 
city located in Eaton County. It was 
designated for mountain biking sever-
al years ago by the City Council and the 
Parks Department.  

Raw and partially treated sewage can 
contain infectious agents like hepati-
tis viruses, giardia, campylobacter and 
E. coli bacteria. Giardia is a one celled 
creature called an amoeba and can run 
rampant in the human gut. Campylo-

Courtesy/Greg Pratt 

A large puddle of sewage on a mountain bike trail in Hunters Ridge Park on the 
city’s far southwest side. The sewage was the result of a backup, caused by 
“rags and flushable wipes,” in the sewer line last week.

About those ‘flushable’ wipes: Here’s why not to flush them 

bacter and E. coli cause gastrointestinal 
infections leading to vomiting, diarrhea, 
fevers and more. Infection by the bac-
teria can be deadly for some. Hepatitis 
viruses can damage or destroy the liver.  

Pratt said he and his friend made calls 
that Tuesday evening that included In-
gham County’s 911, which sent him to 
Eaton County’s 911. Pratt then notified 
Delta Township, which called the city of 
Lansing. 

Two and a half hours later, Pratt was 
meeting face to face with Lansing public 
works staffers.  

On Wednesday morning, the city 
workers brought in heavy equipment, 
covering the area where the puddle of 
sewage sat with gravel and lime.  

The lime, Public Service Director 
Andy Kilpatrick said, was used to neu-
tralize any “pathogens” that might have 
been in the sewage. The gravel gives the 
lime, which is a light powder, a chance 
to absorb into the area and do its job. 
The gravel was removed two days after 
the incident, he said.  

The release gained very little atten-
tion last week. WLNS did a short story. 
Kilpatrick said local residents were not 
notified because “the City did not believe 

there was an adverse public health im-
pact.” He wrote that the spill impacted 
a very small area in the park, which was 
cordoned off with yellow caution tape, 
covered with lime, then covered with 
gravel to remediate any concerns.  

Attempts by this reporter to talk to 
residents found none who had experi-
enced sewer-related issues in nearby 
condos and apartments. 

Public Service staffers ultimately 
found the cause of the leak. The line was 
plugged with “rags and flushable wipes.” 
While flushable wipes are marketed as 
toilet friendly, the wipes do not break 
down and degrade the way toilet paper 
does. Combined with an older sewer 
system that may be made of clay pipes 
that are prone to cracking and break-
ing as well as allowing roots of plants to 
infiltrate the lines, the wipes and other 
items snag — causing a clog. The clogs 
lead to sewage releases. Michigan is not 
alone in suffering the consequences of 
flushable wipes. The produce has been 
identified as the cause of sewer leaks 
in Houston, Minnesota, Alabama and 
more.  

City staff had to remove the wad of rags 
and wipes in order for the line to run cor-

rectly. This is not the first time in the last 
five years the city has had issues with sew-
age from the lines in the area backing up.  

City officials responded to the area in 
2018 when the sewer line had another 
release. That one, Kilpatrick said, was 
caused by a “pump failure” further up 
the line. The system was flushed out to 
remove the blockages and the pump re-
placed. The sewage from that line was 
released into the Grand River.  

In August 2019, a sewer smell was de-
tected by a resident on Thackin Drive. 
An investigation found that the line had 
backed up, but there had been no release 
of sewage out of the lines. The city again 
flushed the system using high-powered 
equipment.  

And in May 2015, sewer backups were 
reported by two properties on Hunters 
Ridge Drive. The sewage was backing up 
into the private properties’ basements.  

“In private sewer leads (connection 
between the structure and the public 
sewer), there are similar issues” with 
the main sewer line being clogged with 
wipes and rags, Kilpatrick wrote. “But 
for older clay sewer pipes, there are also 
issues created by cracks or open joints in 
the pipes which allow roots to grow into 
the pipes causing obstructions, crushing 
and settling pipes.” 

A spokesperson for the state Envi-
ronment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment said the city notified the state 
about the release within 24 hours, as re-
quired. Under that same law, the city was 
required to notify both the Barry/Eaton 
County Health Department and the local 
newspaper with daily circulation in the 
area. Kilpatrick said the Health Depart-
ment was notified, as was the Lansing 
State Journal. A search of the Journal’s 
archives did not turn up a story. 

The city of Lansing has been working 
to replace combined sewer and street 
run-off since the 1990s. When finished, 
it is supposed to prevent 1.65 billion gal-
lons of raw sewage from making its way 
into the Grand River and ultimately to 
Lake Michigan.

As for flushable wipes, the city is us-
ing its social media to remind residents 
to be responsible about what is flushed 
down a toilet. 

As tweet last week notes, “It’s a toilet, 
not a trash can.” 

- TODD HEYWOOD
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NOTICE OF ELECTION
AUGUST 2, 2022 

MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP PRIMARY ELECTION

To the qualified electors of Meridian Township:

Notice is hereby given that a Primary Election will be held in Meridian Township on 
Tuesday, August 2, 2022. The polls will be open from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm.

At the following locations: 

Precinct  # Location                                  Address
  
1            St. Luke Lutheran Church 5589 Van Atta Rd, Haslett, MI 48840
2            St. Luke Lutheran Church 5589 Van Atta Rd, Haslett, MI 48840
3            Haslett Community Ed 1590 Franklin St., Haslett, MI. 48840
4            Crossroads Assembly of God 2400 E. Lake Lansing Rd., East Lansing, MI 48823
5            Haslett Community Church 1427 Haslett Rd., Haslett, MI. 48840
6            Red Cedar Church  550 W. Grand River Rd., Okemos, MI. 38864
7            Faith Lutheran  4515 Dobie Rd., Okemos, MI. 48864
8            Faith Lutheran  4515 Dobie Rd., Okemos, MI. 48864
9            Church of the Nazarene 1906 Hamilton Rd., Okemos, MI. 48864
10          Meridian Municipal Building 5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos, MI. 48864
11           2|42 Community Church 2600 Bennett Rd, Okemos, MI 48864
12          Meridian Municipal Building 5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos, MI. 48864
13          Okemos Library  4321 Okemos Rd., Okemos, MI. 48864
14          Ingham County Rehab Facility 3860 Dobie Rd., Okemos, MI. 48864
15          2|42 Community Church 2600 Bennett Rd, Okemos, MI 48864
16          2|42 Community Church 2600 Bennett Rd, Okemos, MI 48864
17          2|42 Community Church 2600 Bennett Rd, Okemos, MI 48864
18          New Hope Church  2170 E Saginaw Hwy, East Lansing, MI 48823
19          New Hope Church  2170 E Saginaw Hwy, East Lansing, MI 48823
20          Okemos Community Church 4734 Okemos Rd., Okemos, MI. 48864
21          Okemos Community Church 4734 Okemos Rd., Okemos, MI. 48864
22          Ingham County Rehab Facility 3860 Dobie Rd., Okemos, MI. 48864
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Meridian Township residents will be voting on the following 
millage proposal as presented and listed below:

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN SENIOR CITIZEN, RECREATION
AND HUMAN SERVICES MILLAGE RENEWAL

Shall the previously authorized millage established at 0.15 mill (15¢ per $1,000 of taxable 
value) in the Charter Township of Meridian and reduced to 0.1483 mill by the required 
millage rollbacks and expiring after 2021, be renewed at 0.1483 mill (14.83¢ per $1,000 of 
taxable value) and levied for 10 years, 2022 through 2031 inclusive, with 0.05 mill (5¢ per 
$1,000 of taxable value) to be used for senior citizen programs throughout the Township 
and the balance of 0.0983 mill (9.83¢ per $1,000 of taxable value) to be used for senior 
citizen, recreation, and human services programs throughout the Township, raising an 
estimated $283,921 in 2022, of which a portion will be disbursed to such other authorities 
as the Township Board determines appropriate?
YES [  ] NO [  ]

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Meridian Township residents will be voting on the following 
citizen’s initiative petition as presented and listed below:

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN INITIATION OF ORDINANCE
TO PROHIBIT ADULT-USE MARIHUANA ESTABLISHMENTS

Shall the Charter Township of Meridian, under the authority of Section 6, Subsection 
1 of the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 of 2018 
(“MRTMA”), MCL 333.27956.1, adopt the following initiated ordinance that completely 
prohibits adult-use (also known as “recreational”) marihuana establishments as defined 
in Section 3(i) of MRTMA, MCL 333.27953(i), within the boundaries of the Township: “All 
adult-use (also known as ‘recreational’) marihuana establishments as defined in Section 
3(i) of the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 of 2018, are 
prohibited within the boundaries of the Charter Township of Meridian.”
YES [  ] NO [  ]

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Haslett School District will be voting on the following 
millage proposal as presented and listed below:

HASLETT PUBLIC SCHOOLS
HASLETT PUBLIC SCHOOLS SINKING FUND MILLAGE PROPOSAL

Shall the limitation on the amount of taxes which may be assessed against all proper-
ty in Haslett Public Schools, Ingham, Clinton and Shiawassee Counties, Michigan, be 
increased by and the board of education be authorized to levy not to exceed 1.2149 mills 
($1.2149 on each $1,000 of taxable valuation) for a period of 10 years, 2023 to 2032, 
inclusive, to create a sinking fund for the purchase of real estate for sites for and the 
construction or repair of school buildings, for school security improvements, for the acqui-
sition or upgrading of technology and all other purposes authorized by law; the estimate 
of the revenue the school district will collect if the millage is approved and levied in 2023 
is approximately $825,000?
YES [  ] NO [  ]

Persons with disabilities needing accommodations should contact the Clerk’s Office at 
517.853.4300 or clerksoffice@meridian.mi.us. 

Absentee ballots and accessible absentee ballots are available for all elections. Registered 
voters may visit the Michigan Voter Information Center (MVIC) website at www.michigan.gov/
vote or contact the local clerk to obtain an application for an absent voter ballot.

To comply with the Help America Vote Act (HAVA), voting instructions will be available in 
audio format and in Braille. Arrangements for obtaining the instructions in these alterna-
tive formats can be made by contacting the township clerk in advance of the election. All 
polling locations are accessible for voters with disabilities.

    
Deborah Guthrie
Township Clerk CP#22-162

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF ELECTION

TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2022

To the qualified electors of the City of Lansing:

Please take notice that the City of Lansing will hold an Election on Tuesday, August 2, 2022. Polls will be 
open at 7:00 a.m. and will remain open until 8:00 p.m.

For the purpose of nominating candidates to the following offices:
Governor, U. S. Representative in Congress, State Senator, State Representative, County Treasurer, Coun-
ty Commissioner, City Council Member Ward 1, Delegates to County Convention

For the purpose of voting on the following proposals:
Ingham County: Animal Control Program Operations and Services Funding Question, Juvenile 
Justice Millage Renewal and Restoration Question Renewal
Eaton County: 9-1-1 and Central Dispatch Millage Renewal and Restoration Question, Juvenile 
Millage Renewal and Restoration Question
City: Sale of a Portion of North Cemetery Ballot Question
District Library: Capital Area District Library Ballot Proposal for a District Wide Tax
Local School District: Waverly Community Schools Operating Millage Renewal Proposal

Voting Precincts and Polling Places are:

Lansing Ward 1
Pct. 1 – Gier Park Community Center
Pct. 2 – Johnson Fieldhouse
Pct. 3 – Post Oak School
Pct. 4 – Grand River Head Start
Pct. 5 – Foster Community Center
Pct. 6 – Foster Community Center
Pct. 7 – Johnson Fieldhouse
Pct. 8 – Johnson Fieldhouse
Pct. 9 – Board of Water and Light 
Pct. 10 – Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Lansing Ward 3
Pct. 21 – Alfreda Schmidt Southside
Community Center
Pct. 22 – Woodcreek School
Pct. 23 – Dwight Rich School
Pct. 24 – Dwight Rich School 
Pct. 25 – Tabernacle of David Church
Pct. 26 – Tabernacle of David Church
Pct. 27 –Dr. Halik Professional Development
Center (formerly Wainwright)
Pct. 28 – Alfreda Schmidt Southside
Community Center
Pct. 29 – Alfreda Schmidt Southside
Community Center
Pct. 30 – Alfreda Schmidt Southside
Community Center

To comply with the Help America Vote Act (HAVA), voting instructions will be available in audio format and in 
Braille. Arrangements for obtaining the instructions in these alternative formats can be made by contacting 
the Clerk’s Office in advance of the election. All polling locations are accessible for voters with disabilities.

To see if you are registered or to find your polling location, please visit  www.Michigan.gov/vote.

Photo Identification OR Affidavit Required to Vote:
Under a Michigan law upheld by the Michigan Supreme Court, ALL voters will be asked to show photo 
identification to vote at the polls. Voters without identification will be required to fill out and sign an affidavit 
in order to receive a ballot.

Anyone who qualifies as an elector may register to vote in person with proof of residency (MCL 168.492) at 
the following locations and times:

Location Address Regular Business Hours

Lansing City Clerk –    City Hall 124 W Michigan Ave
Lansing, MI 48933

Mon – Thu
8am - 5pm

Lansing 
City Clerk –    Election Unit 2500 S Washington Ave Lansing, MI 48910

Mon - Fri
8am - 5pm

Wednesdays
8am - 7pm

Additional times outside of the above listed regular business hours are as follows:
Location Address Additional Hours

Lansing City Clerk –    City Hall 124 W Michigan Ave
Lansing, MI 48933

Election Day
August 2

7am - 8pm

Lansing 
City Clerk –    Election Unit 2500 S Washington Ave Lansing, MI 48910

Saturday
July 30

10am - 4pm
Sunday
July 31

12pm - 4pm
Election Day

August 2
7am – 8pm

ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS
Any registered voter may request an Absent Voter Ballot.  No reason required.

The Lansing City Clerk’s Office must have a signed application to issue an Absent Voter Ballot. Applications are avail-
able at the locations referenced in the above table or by visiting our website at www.lansingvotes.com.

Monday, August 1, 2022 at 4:00 pm is the deadline to request an absentee ballot except for those who register to vote 
on Election Day. Ballots issued on Monday, August 1, 2022 must be requested and voted in person at the Lansing 
City Clerk’s Office, locations referenced in the above table.

Those registering to vote on Election Day, Tuesday, August 2, 2022, are eligible to receive an absent voter ballot at 
the Lansing City Clerk’s Office, locations referenced in the above table.

Chris Swope, MMC/MiPMC
Lansing City Clerk 
Phone: 517-483-4131
Email: city.clerk@lansingmi.gov
Website: www.lansingvotes.com   
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope CP#22-159

Lansing Ward 2
Pct. 11 – South Washington Office Complex
Pct. 12 – Lyons School
Pct. 13 – Cavanaugh School
Pct. 14 – Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Pct. 15 – Parker Memorial Baptist Church
Pct. 16 – Parker Memorial Baptist Church
Pct. 17 – Forest View School
Pct. 18 – Gardner School
Pct. 19 – North School
Pct. 20 – Gardner School

Lansing Ward 4
Pct. 31 – South Washington Office Complex
Pct. 32 – Dr. Evans Welcome Center (formerly Elm-
hurst)
Pct. 33 – Lewton School
Pct. 34 – Bread House Church
Pct. 35 – Letts Community Center
Pct. 36 – Shirley M. Rodgers Administration Center
Pct. 37 – Neighborhood Empowerment Center
Pct. 38 – Willow School
Pct. 39 – Cumberland School
Pct. 40 – Hope Christian Ministries International 
Church
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Don Keskey
For 

State Representative
75th District – Democrat

Endorsed by the
Michigan Farm Bureau Assistant Attorney General Don Keskey working with 

Attorney General Frank J. Kelley (1973-1998)

Paid for by Friends of Don Keskey, 333 Albert Ave, Suite 425, East Lansing, MI  48823, donkeskey2022@gmail.com  •  Carol Dane, Treasurer

Career

Veteran   Vietnam War Veteran (1970) and US Naval Reserve (1968 - 1974), Active Duty (1969 - 1970)

Public Servant  Michigan Assistant Attorney General and an Assistant Attorney General in Charge (1973 - 1998)

Public Law Attorney    Private Practice focusing on economic development; broadband initiatives in rural areas;
                                        representing utility customer groups in utility and renewable energy cases (1998 - present)

Small Business Owner  Principal Member, Public Law Resource Center, PLLC, East Lansing (2009 - present)

Homeowner and            Homeowner in East Lansing and Haslett since 1975; former condo board member/
Board Member             President (93 condos in Haslett - 15 years; 28 condos in Haslett - 10 years)

Legal Experience  Don Keskey from 1973 to the present has prepared and argued numerous cases before
                                     state and federal agencies, including the Michigan Public Service Commission, the
                                     Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the Federal Communications Commission, the
                                      Nuclear Regulatory Commission, and state and federal courts, including State District and
                 Circuit Courts, the Michigan Court of Appeals and Michigan Supreme Court, 
    the United States Courts of Appeal, and the United States Supreme Court, and has 

Education                   Northern Michigan University - BA (1968)
                                     University of Michigan Law School - J.D. Law (1973)
                                       Michigan State University - MBA (2005)

Issues and positions

Infrastructure   Promote improved roads, renewable energy, high-speed broadband, cost-effective and reliable
    utilities, enhanced transportation development

Public education  Promote and support public education

Public safety   Enhance public safety, including security in schools and in other public gatherings

Economic   Promote economic development and expansion; focus on state strategies to address
Development 

Environmental  Support clean air and water and combat pollution of natural resources, ensure safe public
Protection   water resources, promote conservation programs

Climate change  Promote renewable energy and customer distributed generation; energy efficiency

Personal Medical  Support Roe v Wade principles and personal medical decisions and privacy
rights

Voter rights   Expand citizen participation and oppose voter suppression

«your KEY to the HOUSE»
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF
CAPITAL AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY’S

PROPOSED FISCAL 2023 PROGRAM OF PROJECTS &
PUBLIC HEARING ON ITS PROPOSED FISCAL 2023 BUDGET 

Capital Area Transportation Authority hereby provides notice to the public and to private 
providers of its proposed fiscal 2023 program of projects and public hearing on its fiscal 
2023 budget.

The proposed fiscal 2023 program of projects follows:

PROGRAM OF PROJECTS
CAPITAL

Section 5307 Formula Funding
Item Federal Share Total Grant Budget

Large Buses 40-foot Replacement $         4,538,048 $           5,672,560
Paratransit Vehicles Replacement $            381,766 $              477,207 

Facility Improvements (Admin, Maintenance, Storage) $            104,848 $              131,060 
Facility Improvements (CTC/CAMG) $            104,848 $              131,060
Facility – A & E Design (CTC/CAMG) $              20,000 $                25,000 

Facility – A & E Design (Admin, Maintenance, Storage) $              20,000 $                25,000 
Customer Enhancements – 

Shelters $            145,837 $              182,296

Customer Enhancements – Ped. Access/Walkways/Concrete $            140,976 $              176,220
Customer Enhancements – 

A & E Design $              19,445 $                24,306

Customer Enhancements – 
Signage $              29,167 $                36,459

Spare Parts $            122,400 $              153,000
IT Hardware $            359,652 $              449,565
IT Software $            359,652 $              449,565

Safety & Security – Equipment $              38,258 $                47,822
Maintenance Equipment $            145,656 $              182,070

Support Vehicle Replacement $              81,600 $              102,000
Preventive Maintenance $            915,552 $           1,144,440

Planning $              20,808 $                 26,010 
Safety & Security – Consultant Services $              24,000 $                30,000 

IT Third-Party Contract $              60,000 $                75,000 
Total $             7,632,511 $                9,540,639

Section 5339 Bus and Bus Facilities Funding
Item Federal Share Total Grant Budget

Large Buses 40-foot Replacement $      816,643 $      1,020,804
Total $       816,643 $      1,020,804

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Funding
Item Federal Share Total Grant Budget

Public Education (20% Match) $        100,000 $         125,000 
Total $        100,000 $         125,000

Section 5310 Funding Request
Item Federal Share Total Grant Budget

Operating Service (50% Local Match) $           137,680 $          275,360 
Replacement/Expansion Buses (20% Match) $           168,275 $          210,344 

Total $           305,955             $          485,704                  

OPERATIONS
Federal Share Section 5307 and Other*  $ 1,695,996
State Share*    $ 16,026,396
Local Share    $ 24,463,000
Farebox and Other    $ 6,209,765
CRRSAA and/or ARP Revenue  $ 12,000,000
Total     $ 60,395,157 

Total Capital/Operations   $ 71,567,304

The proposed program of projects will constitute the final program of projects if 
there are no changes. Additional details on the proposed fiscal 2023 program of projects 
and a copy of the proposed fiscal 2023 budget are available for public inspection at CA-
TA’s Administration Building, 4615 Tranter St., Lansing, MI 48910.  

CATA will hold a public hearing on its proposed fiscal 2023 budget Wednesday, Aug. 17, 
2022, at 4 p.m. at the former Sears building in Frandor Mall, located at 3131 East Michi-
gan Avenue, Lansing, Mich.

The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support the proposed budget 
will be a subject of this hearing. This will be a levy under the current authorized mil-
lage. There is NO proposal for a new millage.

Written comments on the program of projects or the budget should be addressed to 
CATA, Attn: Program/Budget Comments, 4615 Tranter St., Lansing, MI 48910, and must 
be received by 4 p.m., Aug. 17, 2022. Reasonable accommodations will be made for 
persons with disabilities and should be requested by Aug. 15, 2022.

Capital Area Transportation Authority 
Bradley T. Funkhouser, AICP, Chief Executive Officer

 
*Includes federal and state preventive-maintenance funds.

CP#22-157

CITY OF LANSING- 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

FOR MICHIGAN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) 
FUNDING FOR DOWNTOWN LANSING INC. (DLI) 

The City Council of the City of Lansing, MI will conduct a public hearing on Monday, July 25, 
2022 at 7:00 p.m at the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council Chambers, Tenth Floor, Lansing 
City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave. Lansing, MI 48933 for the purpose of affording citizens an 
opportunity to examine and submit comments on the proposed application for a CDBG-CV 
Small Business Support grant through the Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
(MEDC).

The City of Lansing, MI - EDP proposes to use $1,000,000 CDBG-CV- Small Business 
Support Grant to provide vital funding assistance, in the form of grants, in amounts ranging 
from $10,000 to $50,000 to support small businesses located within the Principal Shopping 
District (PSD). A central business district that was greatly impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. If awarded, selected businesses will receive reimbursement-based grant funds 
within 30 days of receiving copies of all receipts and a line-item budget breakdown of what 
eligible expenses were incurred. The area is within a CDBG Eligible area, and the geographic 
boundaries are:

- North: Shiawassee Street
- South Lenawee Street
- East Pere Marquette (including the old Clara’s site and the Courtyard Marriott
- West East side of Capitol Ave

Funding will benefit small businesses in this low to moderate income area (LMA). The 
businesses will have the capacity to hire, if needed additional staff as well as operate 
additional hours to provide sustainability to the businesses in the targeted area.

A copy of the City of Lansing, MI - EDP Consolidated Plan and the MEDC CDBG-CV Small 
Business Support grant application are available for review on the City’s website at 
www.lansingmi.gov/development. To inspect the documents, please contact Barb Kimmel, 
Development Office Manager at barb.kimmel@lansingmi.gov (517) 483-4053 or review at the 
city’s website or at 316 N. Capitol Ave, Suite D-1, Lansing, MI 48933. 

Comments may be submitted in writing through July 25, 2022 or made in person at the public 
hearing.

It should be noted that as part of the MEDC process, a Closeout Public hearing will be held at 
the completion of the funding for the CDBG-CV grant.

Citizen views and comments on the proposed application are welcome.

If you are interested in this matter, please attend the public hearing or send a representative. 
Written comments will be accepted between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if 
received before 5 p.m., on the day of the Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, 
City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC 
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope                                                            CP#22-156

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
EAST LANSING HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearings to be held by the East Lansing Historic 
District Commission on Thursday, August 11, 2022 at 7:00 p.m., at the East Lansing 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan 48823:

• A public hearing will be held to consider a request from Joshua Walker for the
property at 934 E. Michigan Avenue to install new a fence.

• A public hearing will be held to consider a request from Diane Wing for the property
at 1024 Huntington Road to install awnings.

For more information on the request please contact Darcy Schmitt at (517) 319-6941 or 
dschmitt@cityofeastlansing.com. Materials related to the request are available for viewing at 
the Department of Planning, Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or on the City’s 
website located at www.cityofeastlansing.com/currentapplications. Written comments may be 
sent prior to the public hearing to the Historic District Commission, City of East Lansing, 410 
Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan, 48823, or by email to 
coelhistoricdistricts@cityofeastlansing.com.  

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services must 
contact the City Manager’s Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 319-6920 
(TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at nmostel@cityofeastlansing.com. 

This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in compliance with 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

Jennifer Shuster
City Clerk

Dated: July 14, 2022
East Lansing, MI  48823 CP#22-161
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PAC attack and        
apology in Meridian 

Democrats in the new 
75th House District, which 
includes eastern Ingham 
County and parts of Shi-
awassee and Clinton coun-
ties, were riled up about a 
mailer sent by a political ac-
tion committee created by 
Meridian Township Trea-
surer Phil Deschaine, who 
supports candidate Emi-
ly Stivers. The mailer hit 
opponent Penelope Tser-
noglou over her business 
ethics because her firm, 

Practical Political Consulting, sold mailing lists eight years 
ago to conservative, antigay and anti-women Republicans. 
Shortly after the head of the Meridian Democratic Club crit-
icized the mailer as “shameful and in poor taste,” Deschaine 
apologized for his “lack of judgment.” 

NeoGen wins brownfield for annex 
In a special meeting Monday night, the Lansing City 

Council approved the tax incentives for the international 
food safety company based 
in Lansing. The company 
will break ground today 
(July 20) on a $70 mil-
lion,175,000-square-foot, 
three-story food safety lab 
facility at 720 E Shiawassee 
St. that will add 60 and 100 

jobs. The annex will be named for NeoGen founder James 
Herbert. The state still needs to bless the brownfield credit. 

Feds sue city for alleged religious bias 
The U.S. Justice Department suit claims Lansing fired 

Seventh Day Adventist Sylvia Coleman, a former detention 
officer, in violation of 
federal law by failing to 
accommodate her reli-
gious needs not to work 

from sunset Friday to sunset Saturday. Settlement attempts 
were unsuccessful, the Justice Department said. Coleman de-
mands include adoption and implementation of a policy to 
accommodate religious needs, monetary damages and other, 
unspecified damages. 

Clinton County Prosecutor’s Office fined  
Circuit Court Judge Shannon Schlegel ordered the $1,200 

penalty after finding the office failed to reveal information to 
defense attorney Mary Chartier in a sexual assault trial. She is 
defending Yiming Deng over allegations of assaulting a wom-
an, the Lansing State Journal reported. The woman allegedly 
called a crisis center, but the Prosecutor’s Office did not re-
veal those records in discovery. Chartier successfully argued 
that not having those records hampered her ability during a 
preliminary exam in District Court to fully defend her client. 

The $1,200 was to recover legal fees incurred to addess the 
discovery failure.  

Pedestrian walk to Lansing Center goes green 
Lighting and heating for the pedestrian walkway from a 

downtown parking ramp over Grand Avenue and the Grand 
River is being replaced with energy efficient options that 
will decrease lighting costs 
by 20 percent, the Mayor’s 
Office said. The updates, 
including carpeting, a new 
staircase and more handi-
cap friendly elevator, should 
be completed in early 2023. 

Catholic schools vandalized 
An 800-pound statue of the Virgin Mary at St. Thomas 

Aquinas Parish School in East Lansing was overturned and 
broken and one hand was used to smash a window. Catholic 
Central High School in Lansing had windows broken as well. 
Video surveillance footage from the high school led police to 
identify a 20-year-old former student as the likely perpetra-
tor. Law enforcement has not said if the two cases are related, 
and no arrests have been announced. 

Animal shelter receives 
$110,000 in donations 

Anonymous donors made the gifts 
to Ingham County. A $100,000 gift 
would be used to upgrade the exist-
ing dog and cat holding facilities. A 
$10,000 donation would help pay 

for ongoing medical care for animals in the county’s care. The 
Board of Commissioners is expected to approve those uses. 

MSU freshman face cramped quarters 
Michigan State University’s fall 2021 policy of requiring 

freshman and sophomore students to stay on campus may 
have hit a snag. Officials have acknowledged that some fresh-
men may find 
themselves bunk-
ing three to a 
room meant just 
for two. In Ak-
ers hall, rooms 
meant for four 
may have to ac-
commodat five, 
MSU’s college 
newspaper The State News reported. The measures are due to 
a larger than normal freshman class and are temporary, a uni-
versity spokesperson said. Those caught in this “transitional” 
situation will receive discounts on their housing costs. 

Tuition frozen for LCC students 
Lansing Community College’s trustees have approved freez-

ing the college’s tuition rate at $114 per billing hour in the new 
academic year, the same rate as 2021-’22. Board Chair Ryan 
Buck told WLNS the move ensures “that cost is never a barri-
er to receiving a quality education.” 

6 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • March 23, 2022

Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding  

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

DESIGN
FOR

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN &  
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

By TODD HEYWOOD
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

 

OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” ”is our weekly look at 
some of the seedier properties in Lansing. 
It rotates with Eye Candy of the Week and 
Eye for Design. Have a suggestion? Email 
Managing Editor Kyle Kaminski at eye@lan-
singcitypulse.com or call in a nomination at 
517-999-6715. 

3601 Deerfield Ave., Lansing 

On one end of a foundation 
basement stands the rickety re-
mains of the end wall of a home. 
It comes to a peak at the top, 
held in place by a large piece of 
lumber striking out at an angle 
from the ground to the top of the 
peaked wall. What remains of the 
actual home is strewn in piles of 
nail-studded wood pieces and 
debris on the lawn. The former 
front door, which did have a city 
code compliance red tag on it, is 
gone, buried in the rubble some-
where. 

The property at 3601 Deer-
field Ave. has seen an escalation 
of involvement with city officials 
starting in June 2020. That’s 
when officials cited the property 
for exterior issues. A neighbor 
said the home’s roof had begun to 
cave in. Then came the inevitable 
red tags that deemed the prop-
erty unsafe, citations for doing 
construction work without per-
mits and more red tags. In March 
and again two weeks ago, the city 
boarded up every entrance to the 
building. A temporary fence sur-
rounds the mostly demolished 
home. The property owner, Mary 
G. Wade, could not be located for 
comment.  

— TODD HEYWOOD
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Meridian Township voters spoke clearly in 2018 when over 60% of them 
supported the successful statewide referendum to legalize the recreational use 
of marijuana. 

Now they will decide in the August primary election if they want the business 
of marijuana in their backyard. We encourage them to say yes — by voting “no.” 

Here’s the full language of the proposal, with specific legal citations removed: 
Shall the Charter Township of Meridian adopt the following initiated ordi-

nance that completely prohibits adult-use (also known as “recreational”) mar-
ihuana establishments within the boundaries of the Township: “All adult-use 
(also known as ‘recreational’) marihuana establishments are prohibited within 
the boundaries of the Charter Township of Meridian.” 

Pay close attention to that language, and remember: Vote no to support the 
cannabis industry in Meridian Township. 
Voting “yes” means that you want to see 
dispensaries — and all the economic ben-
efits that come along with them — totally 
banned from the township. And voting 
“no” actually means that you want to see 
pot shops open in Meridian Township. 

If that sounds like backwards and mis-
leading language designed to confuse 
voters during a low-turnout, midterm 
election, that’s probably not an accident. 

Moreover, it seems likely that when 
Meridian Township residents voted to le-
galize cannabis for recreational use by a 
margin of more than 4,500 votes in 2018, 
they were also saying they wanted to buy 
it in Meridian Township. But faced with 
determined opposition, township offi-
cials have hardly tiptoed into the indus-
try over the last four years. No shops have 
opened, and no regulatory framework has been set up to allow them to move 
in. Now, likely fueled by a few outspoken anti-marijuana activists, officials are 
still wondering if residents have an appetite for the industry. 

It’s like in the game show “Who Wants to be a Millionaire” when the host 
asks: “Is that your final answer?” Except here, instead of 
a $1 million prize, the township continues missing out 
on tax revenue from a multi-billion-dollar sector of the 
state’s economy. Granted, competition is reducing an-
ticipated profits for businesses as a new industry shakes 
itself out, but make no mistake: Governments will con-
tinue to benefit from their sales. 

But even the trustiest lawnmower sometimes needs a 
second pull to get started — which is why it’s critical that local voters make their 
voices heard on this issue. 

Proponents of the pot shop ban, like Treasurer Phil Deschaine, have argued 
that the cost of licensing, monitoring and policing these stores will exceed the tax 
revenues collected from the businesses. He conveniently forgets to tell his constit-
uents that the township can set licensing fees that offset much of those expenses. 

We say it’s time to take the plunge. Data shows that the industry pays its 
dividends: Lansing and East Lansing reportedly received more than $1 million 

this year from their excess pot tax revenues. For whatever reason, some folks 
just can’t seem to see the potential. 

Moreover, Deschaine contended in the Lansing State Journal that pot shops 
would affect the township’s “standing as a prime community,” and other prohi-
bition enthusiasts have argued that some so-called “top-rated cities” in Michi-
gan ban pot, so Meridian Township should snub the industry too.  

That’s just reefer madness. In addition to Lansing’s vast array of quality 
products, plenty of other great Michigan cities have welcomed weed to great 
results as well as several million dollars in tax revenue — including Ann Arbor, 
Grand Rapids, Grand Haven and Traverse City. 

It’s also important to know that stopping this ban on marijuana dispensaries 
would not create a Wild West scenario with untold dozens of stores popping 

up on every local thoroughfare. In fact, 
township officials could choose to rele-
gate them to out-of-sight corners. Voting 
no simply allows community leaders to 
create sensible local laws that careful-
ly limit and regulate the businesses. If 
there’s a silver lining to not being the first 
to allow dispensaries, it’s that Meridian 
Township can learn from mistakes else-
where and institute the best regulatory 
practices. 

Plus, we all know what would happen 
with prohibition: People are just going to 
find it elsewhere — either from a friend, 
or by patronizing (and giving their taxes) 
to shops in neighboring cities. Neither 
option is particularly beneficial to the 
township’s general fund, which isn’t help-
ful when, like most every jurisdiction, 
township officials are faced with signifi-

cant pension debts. 
Additionally: Plenty of studies have shown that when legal purchase options 

are available, black market sales dwindle. Banning pot shops would also create 
unnecessary barriers to job growth, which could easily be a big thing for Merid-

ian Township as the industry blossoms statewide. 
Allowing licensed (and highly regulated) retailers into 

the community will also ensure that the bud smoked in 
the “prime community” is also equally as prime, meaning 
it’s all tested for safety. 

Unfortunately, all those strong arguments against 
prohibition may mean nothing because of the proposal’s 
confusing wording and its inclusion in a primary elec-

tion, which many people skip. 
We hope supporters of dispensaries in Meridian Township won’t let that 

happen. Vote and vote “no.” 
The last day to register to vote in any manner other than in-person has passed. 

That means residents must now register to vote in person with proof of residency 
at 5151 Marsh Road in Okemos sometime through 8 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 2. 

Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Find your polling location at                                        
meridian.mi.us/elections.  

Have something to say about a local issue or an item that appeared in our pages? Now you have two ways to sound off:
 1.) Write a letter to the editor.
 • E-mail: letters@ lansingcitypulse.com  • Snail mail: City Pulse, 1905 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48912  • Fax: (517) 371-5800  • At lansingcitypulse.com

 2.) Write a guest column. Contact Berl Schwartz for more information: publisher@lansingcitypulse.com or (517) 999-5061. (Please include your name, address    
 and telephone number so we can reach you. Keep letters to 250 words or fewer. City Pulse reserves the right to edit letters and columns.)
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Lansing Board of Water & Light 
general manager Dick Peffley is start-
ing to have some real problems on his 
hands, even though he refuses to look 
down and acknowledge that he’s still 
holding them.

State environmental records 
released in January revealed that 
Peffley has known for nearly two 
years about dangerous chemical 
contamination leaking from the large 
toxic coal ash ponds that surround 
the Erickson Power Station in Delta 
Township — which for decades may 
have also poisoned nearby drinking 
water supplies feeding private wells 
and municipal systems.

High levels of lithium, boron, TDS 
and molybdenum have been leaching 
from the three ponds since 2020 and 
still neither BWL nor state regulators 
knows how long the problem has 
existed — though the plant, which is 
off Canal Road in Eaton County, has 
operated the ponds since 1974. 

When City Pulse broke that news, 
Peffley and his PR team quickly 
jumped into action — except the 
damage control wasn’t centered on 
assessing environmental and public 
health risks. Instead, it was about 
protecting BWL’s public image.

And that’s simply not the type 
of leadership we need at a publicly 
owned utility company. 

In a January op-ed, Peffley attacked 
City Pulse’s credibility for sounding 
the alarm about the potential for con-
taminated groundwater and drink-
ing water supplies — even outright 
denying that drinking water could 
be contaminated despite experts 
who have suggested otherwise. The 
experts similarly poured cold water 
on BWL’s latest contention that the 
pollution is occurring naturally 

Groundwater feeds drinking water 
supplies. At best, it was unclear then 
whether contaminated groundwater 
was reaching drinking water drawn 
by wells. Meanwhile, utility docu-
ments didn’t show any plans to test 
drinking water and BWL spokes-
woman Amy Adamy was too busy 

building a media firewall around 
Peffley and other top executives 
to answer our questions. She has 
learned well from longtime Lansing 
public relations practitioner Steve 
Serkaian, executive director of public 
affairs at BWL and a holdover from 
the Bernero days.

Instead of an interview, Peffley 
responded only in a polished op-ed 
in which he repeatedly questioned 
assessments from environmental ex-
perts and insisted that drinking water 
is safe and that BWL’s water supplies 
continue to “meet or exceed” all reg-
ulatory safety 
standards.

While tech-
nically true, 
his statements 
completely 
ignored the 
potential for contamination at dozens 
of private wells that provide drinking 
water for hundreds of people near 
Erickson. His statements also didn’t 
offer much acknowledgement that 
a problem even existed, much less 
explain why BWL officials seemed 
to have alerted nobody of the public 
health concerns.

About a month later, without hav-
ing directly addressed any problems, 
the PR campaign continued with the 
announcement that BWL had “proac-

tively” tested six drinking wells in the 
area. It was a sweetheart move for a 
utility company caught in the midst 
of a possible cover up.

Except, it wasn’t. BWL wasn’t pro-
actively doing anything.

The company, instead, had actually 
been ordered by state regulators to 
get a handle on the pollution situa-
tion. Moreover, those reactive results 
spelled out some really bad news: 

BWL only tested six wells. And all of 
them came back for potentially dan-
gerously high levels of boron.

That’s a six for six, Dick. 
Michigan doesn’t set health limits 

on boron in drinking water, though 
groundwater limits of 0.5 mg/L are 

in place. EPA 
also has an 
unenforceable 
“advisory” lim-
it of 6 mg/L 
for adults and 
3 mg/L for 

children. BWL’s well tests detected 
boron levels between 2.48 mg/L and 
4.17 mg/L.

Research shows that boron is 
harmful to plant life at lower levels. 
Boron has also been linked to devel-
opmental and reproductive toxici-
ty, low birth weight and shrunken 
testicles.

Peffley, apparently, hasn’t been 
drinking from those taps. His ballsy 
PR campaign only continues.

EPA documents showed that BWL 

claimed to be in compliance with 
federal coal ash rules, but experts said 
those rules were violated back in 2017 
when BWL failed to test for contam-
ination.

BWL has also repeatedly made 
claims about the investigation 
process that directly contradict 
statements from EGLE. In other in-
stances, Adamy and Peffley have only 
downplayed the issue.

Even BWL Board Chairman 
David Price — someone who should 
definitely be in the know — wasn’t 
informed of the contamination 
problems before January. He was 
told the ponds weren’t contaminating 
groundwater, which was also directly 
contradicted by regulatory docu-
ments.

And when presented with EGLE’s 
statements, Adamy has still insisted 
the agency is wrong.

Meanwhile, Peffley still claims to be 
“proactively” investigating the situa-
tion despite having known about the 
issue at the Erickson Power Station as 
early as April 2020, records showed.

While the state has ordered at least 
another 60 wells to be tested, BWL 
still doesn’t have a handle on the 
pollution plume’s size or location, 
how many drinking water wells are 
contaminated in the nearby vicinity 
or how long its neighbors have been 
sipping on and showering in boron 
water.

From Day One, BWL has not been 
forthcoming about this public health 
calamity — denying our reporters 
an opportunity to conduct basic 
interviews and then failing to answer 
several emailed questions. The latest 
PR tactic seems to be centered on 
simply ignoring City Pulse altogether 
and hoping the problem — or at least 
public awareness of the problem — 
just evaporates.

We’re reluctant to say this next 
statement given the inadequate lead-
ership also tied to his predecessor: 
But if Peffley and the rest of his team 
don’t start prioritizing public safety 
over their public image, then perhaps 
it’s time for him to seriously consider 
resigning from the post.

Maybe Peffley is the problem
When no means yes
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The primary is in two weeks, and the 
most nervous political demographic is 
the traditional, conservative Republi-
cans with experience. 

It's hard to believe. 
Ronald Reagan-loving, 
John Engler-revered 
Republicans — the peo-
ple who ran Michigan 
government for the 
better part of 25 years 
— have a pit in their 
stomach over Aug. 2.  

They're like the guilty boy who isn't 
sure if he's getting anything under the 
Christmas tree. They honestly don't 
know what they're getting.  

Let's start at the top with Tudor Dix-
on. She's was guest commentator on 
the fringe right radio network Ameri-
ca's Voice with Steve Gruber before she 
ran for governor. She made a living out 
of giving news a hard conservative spin. 

Now, only because she accepted the 
endorsement of the business communi-
ty and the DeVos family — which other 
candidates sought, by the way — she's 
being called a Republican In Name 
Only. A RINO. Establishment. A Never 
Trumper. Even though she's a sand-
wich away from getting the Big Guy's 
endorsement. 

That's not the only issue. 
Unlike 2000 and 2010, Republicans 

didn't draw the legislative and congres-
sional maps so they didn't get a chance 
to protect their incumbents as they did 
before. 

This cycle, it might not have mat-
tered as far as House Republicans go. 
Grassroots activists are pissed neither 
the Republican-led Senate nor House 
thought enough of Trump's widespread 
election fraud claims to order up a "fo-
rensic audit" of the 2020 presidential 
election results. 

The conspiracy theories of a "fixed 
election" have since dovetailed into a 
belief that liberal agitators caused the 
Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the Capitol and that 
Trump and his followers are being made 
the fall guys for political purposes. 

All of this is being wrapped into an 
"America First" platform that's pro-
tectionist at its core — tariffs, strong 
immigration policies, no outside wars. 
It speaks to an insular attitude that is 
griping and motivating the rank-and-
file GOP voter. 

Fueled by COVID, these voters are 
highly skeptical of everything — the 
media, incumbent politicians, the       

Establishment and much of social me-
dia. Some of it is flavored with a hint 
of Christianity, a common Republican 
spice, but all of this political energy 
stems from a belief that "the people" 
are getting screwed. To them, we've all 
been fed bull for too long and they're 
tired of it. 

The frustration spills over into other 
issues where society seems to be mov-
ing too quickly. To these voters, Critical 
Race Theory and transgender athletes 
are not progress toward a better un-
derstanding of one another. Its liberals 
altering and dictating societal norms 
with entirely foreign concepts. 

Little to none of it has to do with 
running a functional state government. 
That's where incumbents are running 
into trouble. 

Practical governance isn't connect-
ing with these obstinate GOP voters. 
To them, negotiating public policy is 
oscillating principals to the benefits of 
leftists and well-heeled special interests 
… ironically even if it's their interests 
that are being advanced. 

Talking these "platform Republicans" 
back to reason takes time. They are 
combative about reading, watching or 
listening to any view or news that isn't 
slanted toward their jaded world view. 

Some incumbents are navigating 
these turbulent waters better than 
others.  

House Republicans are in a tougher 
position because more "America First" 
followers were emboldened to run for 
the House and they need fewer resourc-
es than a Senate candidate to get their 
name out there. 

Also, Rep. Matt Maddock, R-Mil-
ford, has jumped into this rising tide 
headfirst. He is supporting numerous 
House challengers, at various levels, 
as he advances his House speaker bid. 
He and his wife, Michigan Republican 
Party Co-Chair Meshawn Maddock, 
opened doors early in the campaign 
for many of them to receive invaluable 
Trump endorsements. 

For a Republican in 2022, a Trump 
endorsement is a political wind gust 
that even well-respected, established 
Republican figure Tom Leonard 
couldn't stand up to. 

I've never seen Republican incum-
bents working harder to keep what 
they got. And, for many of them, it still 
won't be enough. 

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol news 
service MIRS at melinnky@gmail.com.)

POLITICS

CITY OF EAST LANSING
NOTICE OF ELECTION

TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2022

To the qualified electors of the City of East Lansing, please take notice that a State Primary 
Election will be held in the City of East Lansing, Ingham and Clinton Counties, Michigan, on 
Tuesday, August 2, 2022. 

For the purposes of nominating candidates of the Democratic and Republican Parties 
for the following partisan offices:

Governor
Representative in Congress
State Senator
State Representative
County Commissioner
Ingham County: Treasurer

Also, to elect Delegates to the County Convention of the Democratic and Republican 
Parties. 

Also, to vote on the following proposals:

Ingham County:  Animal Control Program Operations and Services Funding Question
Ingham County:  Juvenile Justice Millage Renewal and Restoration Question
Clinton County:  Separate Tax Limitation Proposal
Bath Community Schools:  Operating Millage Renewal Proposal

Full text of the ballot proposals may be obtained at the East Lansing City Clerk’s Office, 410 
Abbot Road, Room 100, East Lansing, MI  48823. Sample ballots can also be found at 
www.mi.gov/vote.

Polls at said election will be open at 7 am and will remain open until 8 pm. 

Photo Identification OR Affidavit Required to Vote:
Under Michigan law upheld by the Michigan Supreme Court, ALL voters will be asked to show 
photo identification to vote at the polls. Voters without identification will be required to fill out 
and sign an affidavit in order to receive a ballot.

LIST OF POLLING LOCATIONS:
Pct.  1 -  Brody Hall, MSU
Pct.  2 -  Martin Luther Chapel, 444 Abbot Road
Pct.  3 -  East Lansing Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road
Pct.  4 -  Capital City Vineyard Church, 1635 Coolidge Road
Pct.  5 -  Shaarey Zedek Congregation, 1924 Coolidge Road
Pct.  6 -  Eastminster Presbyterian Church, 1315 Abbot Road
Pct.  7 -  St. Paul Lutheran Church, 3383 Lake Lansing Road
Pct.  8 -  University Reformed Church, 841 Timberlane Street
Pct.  9 -  Edgewood United Church, 469 N. Hagadorn Road
Pct. 10 - Edgewood United Church, 469 N. Hagadorn Road
Pct. 11 – Burcham Hills Retirement Community, 2700 Burcham Drive
Pct. 12 – Union Bldg., MSU
Pct. 13 – IM Sports East, MSU
Pct. 14 – IM Sports East, MSU
Pct. 15 – IM Sports West, MSU
Pct. 16 - Wesley Foundation, 1118 S. Harrison Road
Pct. 17 - Shaarey Zedek Congregation, 1924 Coolidge Road

All polling places are accessible and voting instructions are available in alternative formats of 
audio and Braille.

In addition to regular business hours, the East Lansing City Clerk’s Offices will be open on 
July 30 and 31 from 8 am-4 pm to register voters, issue and accept absentee ballots for 
qualified electors.  

The last day to register in any manner other than in-person with the East Lansing City 
Clerk’s Office is July 18, 2022. After this date, anyone who qualifies as an elector must 
register to vote in person with proof of residency (MCL 168.492) at the following 
locations and times:

East Lansing City Clerk – City Hall    Regular Business Hours:  Monday-Friday from 8 am-5 pm
410 Abbot Road, Room 100         Additional Hours:  July 30 & 31 from 8 am-4 pm
East Lansing, MI  48823                     

To register to vote, check your voter registration information, find your polling 
location, or view your sample ballot check the Secretary of State Voter Information 
website at www.mi.gov/vote

ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS:
Any registered voter may request an Absent Voter Ballot. No reason required.

The East Lansing City Clerk’s Office must have a signed application to issue an Absent Voter 
Ballot. You may apply online at www.mi.gov/vote or at the East Lansing City Clerk’s Office.

August 1, 2022 at 4:00 pm is the deadline to request an absentee ballot except for those who 
register to vote on Election Day. Ballots issued on August 1, 2022 must be requested and 
voted in person at the East Lansing City Clerk’s Office.

Those registering to vote on Election Day, August 2, 2022, are eligible to receive an Absent 
Voter Ballot at the East Lansing City Clerk’s Office. 
         

Jennifer Shuster
East Lansing City ClerkCP#22-160

RINO hunting in Michigan threatens 
traditional conservative Republicans 
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By DAVID WINKELSTERN  
(Because of COVID’s impact on area 

theater during the 2021-’22 season, the 
Pulsar Awards are impossible to deter-
mine. But City Pulse didn’t want local 
theater talent to go completely unrecog-
nized. In lieu of the traditional ceremony, 
here are the “best picks” by the principal 
theater writer for City Pulse during that 
time.) 

 Best Play: Let’s get right into it. My 
pick is Williamston Theatre’s “This Won-
derful Life.” Its production of Steve Mur-
ray’s play based on the movie had all the 
elements of an award-worthy play. Wil-
liamston’s one-man show featured John 
Lepard rapidly switching between all the 
movie roles with marvelous stamina—
imitating the voices and mannerisms of 
countless male and female characters. 
Lepard’s acting, Murray’s amazing con-
densation of a 130-minute movie to fit a 
90-minute play, a clever set, imaginative 
lighting and sound effects, and appropri-
ate props made the production wholly 
entertaining. 

Best Actress in a Play: In William-
ston’s “9 Parts of Desire,” Zarab Kamoo 
portrayed nine women affected by both 
Gulf Wars. Instead of significant cos-
tume changes in the one-woman show, 
she made remarkable shifts between 
distinct characters using gestures, voice 
shifts and posture changes.  

Best Sound Design: “9 Parts of De-
sire” included sounds of realistic explo-
sions, broadcasts, marketplace noises 
and phone conversations created by 
John Lepard. 

Best Supporting Actor in a Play: In 
Willimston’s “The Cake,” Alex Leyden-
frost gave a rare portrayal of an every-
man husband named Tim. Leyden-
frost’s nuanced acting — combined with 
his appearing on stage wearing only 
mashed potatoes on his crotch — made 
it unforgettable. 

Best Properties Design: Michelle 
Raymond gets my nod for props and 
dressings in “The Cake.” A plate-covered 
wall, shelves full of luscious-looking 
confections, and just the right knick-
knacks and adornments for a colorful 
Southern bakeshop made the set unfor-
gettable. 

Best Supporting Actress in a Play: In 

“Cabaret,” Connor Kelly’s intense and 
distinctive Emcee earned him my nod. 
His facial expressions and elastic move-
ments were decadently delightful. 

Best Supporting Actress & Actor in a 

musical: Beyond that, Judith Evans as 
Fraulein Schneider and Doak Bloss as 
Herr Schultz had spotlight moments in 
“Cabaret.” 

Best Director of a Play: And LCC’s 
not done yet. Mary Job wins for LCC’s 
“Intimate Apparel.” She kept the action 
and emotional story flowing seamlessly 
between rooms and set locations spread 
across Dart Auditorium’s wide stage.  

Best Emsemble: Job also picked the 
perfect, diverse cast for the produc-
tion: Anna Hill, Ny’kieria Blocker, 
Mary Wardell, Lewis C. Elson, Jamerra 
Kates and Dillon Smith. A truly talent-
ed troupe with individual personalities 
worthy of a “Best Ensemble” label.   

“Intimate Apparel’s” often-changed, 
early 20th Century costumes, including 
corsets and fancy dresses, were a splen-
did focus of the play. 

Best Costume Designer: Chelle Peter-
son’s authentic creations scored. 

Best Featured Actor: LCC’s roll con-
tinues with “Gee’s Bend,” which in-
cluded a cappella gospel singing from 
Karrington Kelsey and Rose Jangmi 
Cooper. They each win.  (Cooper was 
also a strong contender for “Best Ac-
tress” for her haunting performance in 

Williamston’s “Tracy Jones,” Allison Me-
groet, the “Personal Party Server” for an 
awkward gathering, was a joy to watch.  
Megroet stole countless scenes with her 
over-the-top, bubbly, corporate-rule 
recitations and dynamic 
presence. 

Best Original Script: 
Williamston’s “Tracy 
Jones.” 

Best Musical: “The 
Sound of Music” at the 
Lebowsky Center for Per-
forming Arts in Owosso 
deserves it. With a gifted 
cast of 29 who sang, acted 
and danced wonderfully, 
and a 16-piece orchestra 
that skillfully played Rod-
gers and Hammerstein’s 
iconic songs, the massive 
production was hard to 
top. 

Best Choreography: 
Erica Bradley’s inventive 
choreography in “The 
Sound of Music” was 
also marvelous. Besides, 
who doesn’t like to watch 
talented kids and nuns 
dance? 

Best Scenic Design: The magnificent, 
three-story set of “The Sound of Music” 
representing a convent, the von Trapp 
mansion, performance hall and more 
was designed by Dirk Rennick and Dan 
Wenzlick. It was a monumental accom-
plishment. The set, rich costumes, props 
and choreography resembled a traveling 
Broadway production. 

Best Musical Direction: The com-
plexity of the score for “Evita” at the 
Lebowsky made Jillian Boots’ conduct-
ing even more impressive. He warrants 
the award for leading seven musicians 
through ever-changing and sonically 
varied music.  All 26 of “Evita’s” tricky 
songs were performed expertly while 
sounding like a full orchestra. 

Best Director of a Musical: Heading 
back to Lansing, Mark Colson helmed 
LCC’s Performing Arts’ “Cabaret.” His 
edgier and less bawdy version of the 
musical included a diverse cast that re-
vealed the darker side of 1930s Berlin. 
His production had the decadent swing 
we expected along with layers of emo-
tion and terror. The combination was 
engaging. 

Best Lead Actor in a Musical: Also in 

Ixion’s “The Skeleton Crew.”) 
Best Couples Performance: The leads 

in Starlight Dinner Theatre’s postponed 
completion of “A Lion in Winter,” Tanya 
Canaday-Burnham and Kevin Burn-

ham, deserve recogni-
tion. The pair’s Queen 
and King portrayals 
were regal. 

Best Featured Ac-
tors in a Musical: 
However, Starlight’s 
biggest coup was pre-
senting “West Side 
Story” outside in 
downtown Lansing. 
With city support, the 
production was held 
in front of real fire es-
capes and under eve-
ning skies creating an 
unforgettable, grand 
event. Miles Nowlin as 
Baby John and Han-
nah Roman as Any-
bodys gave standout 
performances. 

Best Female Lead in 
a Musical: I’m calling 
it a tie between Kayal 

Muthuraman as Maria in “West Side 
Story” and Laura Croff’s Helen in Pep-
permint Creek’s “Fun Home.” Both of-
fered heartfelt performances and sing-
ing that were star quality.  

Best Actor in a Play: Adam Woolsey 
as Father Flynn in Riverwalk Theatre’s 
“Doubt.” Woolsey craftily reinforced the 
play’s title by deftly portraying Flynn’s 
different sides to make us doubt his 
guilt. 

Best Virtual Show: Riverwalk’s clever 
Zoom production of “A Doll’s House.” 
Its staging was more than just anchor 
desk theatre. 

Artistic Specialization: MSU’s Theatre 
Department’s “Wendy and the Neck-
beards” had a dazzling LED wall that 
shifted from videos to scenic backdrops 
worthy of an honor for Quinn Legge. 

Best Lighting Design: The same play 
earned Nicklas Casella a “Best Lighting 
Design” for his mesmerizing additions. 

Although the number of plays offered 
this past season was diminished com-
pared to previous years — with some the-
ater companies much darker than others 
— my picks show how the local theatre 
community persevered and remains as 
talented as ever. 
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Courtesy photo 

Starlight’s production of “West Side Story” outside in downtown Lansing. 

In lieu of City Pulse’s Pulsar Awards: Wink’s theatre picks 
Critic recognizes 2021-’22’s 
best performances
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By LAWRENCE COSENTINO  
No summer walk in downtown Lansing is 

complete without taking in the varied stimuli 
of Lansing ArtPath, a multi-media outdoor art 
display organized by the Lansing Art Gallery 
along three miles of the River Trail. The project 
stretches from the Turner-Dodge House through 
downtown and southeast to the I496 overpass. 
A diverse array of work by Michigan artists 
ranges from high-concept installations imbued 
with layers of artistic, cultural and historical 
meaning, such as Western Michigan University 
Professor William Charland’s “Red Outlines” to 
crazy stunts like a giant, dangling spider dan-
gling over the Grand River by ScrapFest found-
er David Such and engineer Fred Hammond.  

Benjamin Duke: 
Looking Forward  
Benjamin Duke packs so much into his richly 

painted frescoes, they shouldn’t hang together. 
Pink elephants with blue polka dots. Ador-

able young girls. Burning buildings and intrep-
id firefighters. Powder blue towers and rubber 
duckies. 

Public art walks a thin line between sincere 
expression and feel-good space filler. What res-
cues “Looking Forward” from the latter cate-
gory is that Duke knows exactly how to escort 
your eyeballs through the universe. A master 

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse 

The phantasmagorical colors and forms of Benjamin Duke’s “Looking Forward” pop from underneath 
the Shiawassee Bridge. 

RIVER’S ARTISTIC EDGE 
Adventures on the Lansing ArtPath: Part1 

Part 2 in next week’s City Pulse 

of composition, color and form, he has 
taught painting and drawing at MSU 
since 2006, has done international res-
idencies around the world and has had 
one-man shows in Chicago. 

And he loves his work. 
“I just love spray paint,” he said. “To 

watch the paint fly onto the wall is an en-
gaging thing in its own right.” 

Duke is the creator of one of ArtPath 
2022’s most spectacular murals, “Look-
ing Forward,” under the west end of the 
Shiawassee Street Bridge over the Grand 
River downtown. 

The dominant figure, a young girl heft-
ing a contented cat about half her size, is 
Duke’s own daughter. 

Every time you walk by, you see some-
thing new — an octopus with pleading 
eyes, a textbook realistic heron, an in-
tensely aware chicken, flowers that look like 
cookies. 

You don’t have to know what it all “means” to 
enjoy the spectacle. 

“My symbolic association is what’s driving 
me to make the work, but what I’m trying to 
create is an engaging image,” he said.  

One of the interlocking stories that run 
through the mural is a story only a painter 
could tell.  

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse 

“To watch paint fly onto the wall is an engaging thing 
in its own right,” mural artist and MSU Associate 
Professor Benjamin Duke said. 

“It’s how a series of reds fit together,” he said. 
“The elephant in the center is a big pink, ma-
roon kind of elephant. The flower is this hot 
red, and then there are some really intense 
reds.” He pointed to a pair of jelly bean-ish 
blobs floating near the top. “Maybe they’re 
Chinese lanterns or they’re just circles of red 
that are floating in the sky.” 

The point is not what they are, but that they 
are red. 
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Duke, 45, studied philosophy and lit-
erature at the University of Utah. His 
world was stretched by a two-month 
stint in Heidelberg, Germany, living 
with his father, who served in the mil-
itary.  

“I would just get on the train and go 
to the next place,” he said. “The thing 
about traveling around Europe is that 
the towns all point to a church or mu-
seum. Going around and seeing the art 
just blew my mind.” 

Renaissance frescoes and canvases 
by the likes of Michelangelo, Raphael 
and Fra Angelico showed him how to 
fill a wall. Duke’s visual splendor harks 
all the way back to the splendiferous 
golden halos, crimson robes, ivory ar-
chitecture and verdant trees that vie to 
upstage Jesus in Fra Angelico’s “Deposi-
tion of Christ.” 

Duke studied painting and drawing 
at the Maryland Institute College of Art 
in Baltimore and was hired by MSU in 
2006. He plunged into the mural-verse 
while working with the city of East Lan-
sing in 2016 to coordinate a series of 
public art projects, including a wrap-
around mural at the Division 
Street Parking Garage that’s 
still in progress.  

“Mural work, image work 
at scale, is really compelling 
to me,” he said. “Think of the 
Duomo of Florence or any kind 
of cathedral. You’re immersed 
within an image. There’s this 
tension between the largeness 
of the thing and the represen-
tation of a thing.” 

However, he finds mural 
work to be harder, mentally as 
well as physically, than sitting 
at an easel in his studio. Every 
little decision has big conse-
quences. 

“I have to think about the 
ambition of the image,” he said. 

“Can I get nine hours on the wall, eight 
hours? It’s the ambition of the image 
against how many cans of paint I have.” 

Did someone say “ambition”? Duke 
has already moved on to a mural about 
10 times bigger than “Moving Forward,” 
on the wall of a warehouse complex at 
the corner of Paulson Street and Turn-
er Road, north of Old Town. At the 
center of the mural, now in progress, 
is a 30-foot-tall, time-and-space-com-
pressing tree with the mottled trunk of 
a sycamore and half a dozen species of 
leaves, in both spring and autumn col-
ors. There is snow and fire on that wall, 
and another mesmerizing young girl. 
Duke can talk all day about the myriad 
themes and techniques that feed into 
such a maximalist phantasmagoria, but 
he had a succinct summary for this one. 

“It’s the everything tree,” he explained. 

 Jamari Taylor: 
Sunshine 
After five years of ArtPath, strollers 

on the Lansing River Trail may feel like 
they’ve seen it all, but they haven’t yet 
seen anything like this. 

Drifting through a rectangle of creamy 
white paint, the strikingly beautiful pro-
file of a Black woman in a yellow dress 
is graced with a gravity-defying, yellow 

floral crown. The 
plush pillow of pet-
als billows in her 
wake, animated by 
an invisible solar 
wind under the 
Shiawassee Street 
Bridge. 

“It’s another 
way to make you 
feel like you can 
be yourself, wear a 
crown,” artist Ja-
mari Taylor said. 
“All of our crowns 
are different.” 

The limited col-
or palette of yel-

lows and blacks is bold, yet easy on the 
eye. A smattering of gold leaf highlights 
the woman’s floral crown, throwing off 
mercurial, shifting glints as you walk by. 

A recently acquired obsession with 
birds led Taylor, 45, to give a co-starring 
role in “Sunshine” to a great tit, a bird 
with matching yellow and black plum-
age and a hopeful symbolic significance. 

“It worked beyond perfect,” she said. 
“Not just the color, but the meaning 
behind the great tit. If you’re taking 
a stroll under the Shiawassee Bridge, 
riding your bike, or even running, that 
portrait is meant to put you in a high 
spirits, keep your strength up.” 

The painting’s positivity belies a seri-
ous setback that happened to Taylor late 
in May. She was well into work on the 
mural when a sudden shift in weather, 
from cold to hot, caused heavy conden-
sation to form on the wall, before the 
paint had cured. The yellow paint in the 
floral crown ran down over the woman’s 
face. 

“That was a nightmare — the first 
time I experienced something like that,” 
she said. “You could walk up to the 
wall and smear the paint off with your 
hands. I had to start over on all over 
again with it.” 

A day later, conditions were dry again 
and she got back to work. 

Taylor loved to create portraits as a 
youngster, but she didn’t have much 
confidence in her abilities until she took 
an art class and stuck with it in her se-
nior year at Battle Creek Central High 
School, thanks largely to an encourag-
ing teacher. 

She was accepted into the illustration 
program at Grand Valley State Universi-
ty, got some experience as an illustrator 
and started a tutoring program in Battle 
Creek. She still works one-on-one with 
young students, teaching technique and 
building up their confidence. 

“I treat it like an art therapy session,” 
she said. “They tell me what they love to 
do, what they want to learn, and in 10 
weeks, I show them some different tech-Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse 

Highlights of gold leaf add an extra glint to “Sunshine.” 

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse 

Jamari Taylor created “Sunshine” to 
“make you feel you can be yourself, 
wear a crown.” 

ArtPath
from page 13

See ArtPath, Page 15
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niques and we just 
have a good time. I 
absolutely adore it 
and I hope to do it in 
other communities.” 

She has been in-
volved in pop-up 
shows and gallery 
exhibitions, but she 
always comes back to 
tutoring and mento-
ring. 

“Some people say, 
‘I can barely draw a 
stick figure.’ I’m like, ‘Oh, you can do 
more than that.’ It’s a mind thing, and 
it’s really awesome to teach.” 

She has a few more murals in the 
works for summer and fall, including 
a project with students at the Dock 
Ministries in Grand Rapids and a mu-
ral that will become part of the Heart-
side Historic Murals in Grand Rapids, 
celebrating a historically Black neigh-
borhood. Recently, she snagged a su-
per-high-profile gig we can’t even an-
nounce yet. 

On visits to Lansing, she’s enjoying 
positive feedback from passersby who 
appreciate “Sunshine.” 

“I was hoping to bring peace of mind, 
a place where people can stop and find a 
space of healing and thought,” she said. 
“To slow down a little bit and soak in the 
art.” 

David Such and Fred Hammond: 
The Itsy-Bitsy Spider 
If you think the giant spider dangling 

from the Robert Busby Bridge over the 
Grand River in Old Town looks like 
something out of a 1950s horror movie, 
you’re right on target. 

The artist-engineer team of David 
Such and Fred Hammond also created 
the giant, glowing eyeball on a stalk that 
goggled out from Elm Park for the 2019 
ArtPath and now lurks behind Zoobie’s 
Old Town Tavern. It makes you wonder 
what else is skulking inside Such’s brain. 

“I’ve seen my share of horror pictures,” 
Such admitted. “Every Saturday, me and 
my brothers and sisters would go to the 
movies in downtown Lansing.” 

Before Such, 69, lived in Lansing, he 
spent Saturday nights watching Flint 
horror-movie host Christopher Coffin. 

Such, the founder of Lansing Scrap-
Fest, and Hammond have already made 
a few marks on Greater Lansing. 

They created the bike chain sculpture 
in front of Chipotle’s in East Lansing 
and the diving bell-gong apparatus that 
occupied the Elm Park spot on ArtPath 
in 2018. Last year, they completed “En-
compass Lansing,” an elaborate, walk-
through sculpture fabricated from la-
ser-cut metal and concrete at the corner 
of Pleasant Grove and Holmes roads. 

The two have talked for years about 
doing a sculpture that interacts with the 
Grand River. 

Hammond suggested they hang 
something over the river, relishing the 
engineering challenge. The River Trail 
boardwalk under Cesar Chavez Avenue 
is already festooned with active and 
abandoned webs of hundreds of spiders.  

“A spider seemed like a natural fit 
there,” Such said. 

The legs are made of PVC piping with 
elbow joints, wrapped in insulation to 
give them girth and texture. The body 

is made of several layers of 3-inch-thick 
hard insulation, shaped with a hot knife 
and glued together. The 4-inch-wide 
glassy red eyes were an online purchase. 

He ordered green ones, but red ones 
arrived by mistake, and Such is glad of it. 

“They are really scary,” he said.  
Hammond, the crack engineer of 

the duo, inserted a metal rod, to which 
all the arthropod’s pods are securely 
screwed. 

Installation was complicated. First, 
Such and Hammond had to show Lan-
sing city engineer Dean Johnson the 
project would not harm the bridge. 

They ruled out using a boat to install 
the spider because the nearest boat 
launch upstream from the North 
Lansing dam is miles away, in Di-
mondale. 

Although the spider only weighs 
32 pounds, it took six people to lift 
it into place from the River Trail 
boardwalk. The arachnid had to 
be hung more than 20 feet away 
from the boardwalk, so the torque 
(weight times distance) involved 
in the lift was man-killing. Ham-
mond devised a hanging lift sys-
tem, using three wooden planks 
and a rope sling.  

“We just swung it out there,” 
Such said. “The hook system Fred 
developed allowed us to get it out, 
just a little bit above where the bar 
it hangs on, and then we kind of 
just dropped it there. I’m telling 
you, Fred’s a genius when it comes 
to this stuff.” 

(Such spoke for both men, de-
scribing Hammond as “camera 
shy.”) 

Courtesy photo 

David Such in his studio. Such described 
his engineering partner, Fred Hammond, as 
“camera shy.” 
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David Such and Fred Hammond’s “Itsy Bitsy Spider” lurks under the Cesar Chavez Avenue 
Bridge over the Grand River, terrorizing passersby on the Lansing River Trail. 

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse 

Beware: there are many spiders on the 
spider. 

When Such returned to the site to 
look at the spider recently, he was greet-
ed with a tableau straight out of Chris-
topher Coffin’s TV horror show. 

“It’s got spiders growing on it,” 
Such said with a grin. “They’re making 
webs between the legs.” 

Marissa Tawney Thaler: 
One Wish 
No matter how far you step away 

from “One Wish,” a colorful matrix of 
dots under the east abutment of the 
Shiawassee Street Bridge, it refuses to 
resolve into a single image. 

That’s because the dots aren’t pixels, 
in the TV or comic book sense. The trick 
is to move closer, not farther away. 

Each dot contains an image of a piece 
of origami paper folded into an elegant 
crane. 

ACCOUNTABILITY
EQUITY

SUSTAINABILITY

facebook.com
/emilydievendorfforstaterepresentative

EMILYDIEVENDORF.COM

Paid for by Friends of Emily Dievendorf, 
418 Monroe St., Lansing, MI 48906

See ArtPath, Page 16
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Lansing-based illustrator Marissa 
Tawney Thaler was inspired by the sto-
ry of Sodako Sasaki, who suffered from 
leukemia after surviving the Hroshima 
bomb. According to Japanese legend, the 
gods grant a wish to any person who folds 
1,000 paper cranes. Thaler was inspired 
by a semi-fictionalized version of the sto-
ry, often taught in schools, in which So-
dako folded as many as she could before 
her strength gave out, and her classmates 
folded the rest for her. (In real life, Sodako 
exceeded the goal of 1,000 on her own.) 

Unfortunately, working on the mural 
was not as meditative as folding 1,000 
paper cranes. 

“It was an act of diligence and grit,” 
she said. Un-productive thoughts such 
as “that’s 431 dots down, 569 to go” were 
rigorously banished. 

“The whole time, I battled this feeling 
of the piece being way too big for me,” 
she said. “As long as I kept my head 
down and stayed focused on the section 
in front of me, I kept myself from get-
ting overwhelmed.”  

The work sequence required her 
to start all over, from Dot One, three 
times. First, she carefully stenciled out-
lines of all the dots. Next, she painted all 
of them in a pleasing color progression, 
to add movement to the mural and “get 
your eyes to move around.” 

Finally, she created linoleum block 

stamps depicting six 
variants of the cranes 
and printed them inside 
the circles, directly on 
the wall. 

“It was a challenge 
to stay in a place where 
I felt on top of it, but 
it was exciting toward 
the end, when it finally 
came together,” she said. 

To complicate the 
process, on the third day 
of work, in late May, the 
weather turned from 
chilly to hot. The paint 
Thaler used on the chilly 
day didn’t cure and ran 
down the wall in a slurry 
of condensed moisture. 

“It was intense,” Thal-
er said. 

Thaler got a text that morning from 
Jamari Taylor, who was painting “Sun-
shine,” the mural next to hers: “Our mu-
rals are ruined.” 

“It stayed wet all day, so there was 
nothing we could do,” Thaler said. The 
next day, the air was dry enough to 
patch up the white spaces and remix 
and match the colors to repaint the dots. 

Thaler was thankful that the mural’s 
design, although intricate, is not techni-
cally sophisticated. 

“I kept thinking, it was circles and 
white spaces, just hard work, and if 
there’s anything I know I can do, it’s 
hard work, so this is OK.” 

Thaler, 36, learned to draw in college, 
later in life than many artists, and she got 
used to working harder than her class-
mates to stay in the game. She studied art 
education and illustration at Kendall Col-
lege of Art and Design. After graduating, 
she taught art in elementary school for 
10 years, until 2018, when she decided to 
pursue a career as a freelance illustrator. 

“I’ve always been drawn to line quali-
ty,” she said. “In a room full of paintings, 
I will always find the drawing, because I 
love the heart in drawing.” 

She has illustrated two children’s 
books, “Get that GRIT!” and “The Itchy 
Secret,” working from a sunlit studio 
above a plant shop in DeWitt. Recently, 

she has expressed a newfound interest 
in murals, not only in the ArtPath proj-
ect, but in various spots around town, 
including the children’s section of the 
Hooked bookstore and wine shop in 
East Lansing and another mural out-
side her sunny DeWitt studio. 

“Get that grit” is an apt formula for 
mural painting, especially in urban 
hangouts like the plaza under the bridge 
where Thaler painted “One Wish.” 

Among the curious onlookers were an 
opossum and a rat.  

“It was so much dirtier process than 
I thought it would be, working outside, 
in the dirt and pigeon gunk,” she said. “I 
felt like a trash Disney princess.” 

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse 

Melissa Tawney Thaler created prints depicting six variants of the folded cranes and placed one in 
every circle, 1,000 in all. 

City Pulse needs a few Delivery Drivers
 for Wednesday morning deliveries.

Interested: Contact Suzi at
suzi@lansingcitypulse.com 

or (517) 999-6704.

ArtPath
from page 15

 Ingham County Animal Shelter
Sponsor a pet on the next Adoption Page for only $35, $6 goes to the shelter. To sponsor,

call 517.999.6704. Adopt a pet on this page and Soldan’s will thank you with a $10 gift certificate.  
Contact (517) 999-999.6704 after you adopt.

To adopt one of these pets, visit the ICAS at  600 Buhl St., Mason, 
call (517) 676-8370 to make an appt. or go to ac.ingham.org.

Sponsored by 
Soldan’s Pet Supplies

locally owned & operated since 1955
soldanspet.com 

Remus is an awesome 
husky/shepherd mix who 
is handsome and very well 
behaved.  He loves to play 
and run around the yard. 
He’ll be a excellent addition 
to an active family! 

Lansing
6201 W. Saginaw Hwy
5016  S. MLK Jr. Blvd
Okemos
2283 Grand River Ave.
DeWitt
12286 Old U.S. 27
Charlotte
515 Lansing St.

Sir Cadogan 
is a sweet, goofy pit-
tie/bull terrier/boxer 
kind of mix who’s 
had a rough go.  He 
wants a family of his 
own who would love 
a silly clown to make 
them smile!Sponsored by 

Anne & Dale 
Schrader

Sponsored by
City Pulse

Lily is a sweet, shy 
11year old beautiful 
girl who is a bit scared  
and overwhelmed in 
the shelter. She  would 
thrive in a very quiet 
home with gentle peo-
ple that would give her 
time to settle in. 

Sponsored by 
Schuler Books

Winky 
finds the shelter a 
scary place. She’s a 
very shy girl who 
would like a pa-
tient family to give 
her time to adjust 
and settle in. 

Cho Chong  
is very outgoing 
and friendly. She 
wants nothing 
more than to be 
petted and loved. 

In memory of Rodica’s cats
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in Review:  
Terple Gang

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub. 

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds. 

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too. 

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor. 

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell. 

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.” 

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high. 

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high. 

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%. 

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.” 

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button. 

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output. 

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week. 

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year. 

Here’s a look at a few of them: 
Terple Gang — Bombulan 
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder. 

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed. 

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips. 

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry 
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes. 

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks. 

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too. 

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies 
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes. 

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty. 

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap. 

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com. 

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Seeds and Stems 

See Seeds and Stems, Page 18

pureoptions.com

FOR REGISTERED QUALIFYING PATIENTS ONLY OR FOR USE BY INDIVIDUALS 21 YEARS OF AGE OR 
OLDER FOR ADULT USE. KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN. IT IS ILLEGAL TO DRIVE A MOTOR VEHICLE 
WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF MARIJUANA. ACTUAL VALUE OF THC AND CBD MAY VARY FROM 
REPORTED VALUE BY 10%. 
NATIONAL POISON CONTROL CENTER 1-800-222-1222

Warning: Use by pregnant or breastfeeding women, or by women 
planning to become pregnant, may result in fetal injury, pre-term 
birth, low birth weight, or developmental problems for the child.

Carts & Concentrates 

Other

Flower

10/$100
Northcoast Extracts
1g Carts (Non-Tiered)

10/$100
All 0.5g Monster 
Carts

5/$100
Northcoast 1g
Concentrates (T1)

7/18 through 7/24

Grab N’ Grow Clones 
3 Strains Available

3/$100
Frandor Only - Limited 3 per person

$25.00
15+ Pure Options 
Strains Pre-Packed 
Eighths

25/$100
CannaBee Gummies 
5X10 (Mix & Match)

$5 each
Wynk 2.5g Infused
Seltzer Drinks

2/$89
Michigan Organic
Rubs

10/$75
Pure Options 1g 
Pre-Rolls

BOGO
Astro Hippie
Mr. B OG 3.5oz

BOGO
Astro Hippie
G-Funk 3.5oz

All Choice Brands 15% O�Warehouse Blowout
Thursday 7/21/22, 11am-7pm, Frandor VIP Room

All Glassware 25% O�
Glass Pipes, Bubblers, Dab Rigs (Select Stores)

$15 each
Terpene Tank 1g 
Maxx Carts
(Stock Up Now)

$10
Northcoast/ Pure Options
510 Battery

By KYLE KAMINSKI 
Nowadays, there’s simply too much 

cannabis news in Michigan for me to 
keep track of it all in one column every 
week. So, to help keep local stoners in-
formed, here’s another installment of 
“Seeds and Stems” — an assortment of 
cannabis products and news from the 
last month that I’ve personally plucked 
from the grinder and rolled up just for 
your consumption. Enjoy. 

Ten days of pure bliss with Redemp-
tion Cannabis 

OK. I’ve prattled on about how much 
I love Redemption Cannabis products 
quite a bit in this 
column over the 
last couple of years, 
but the newest line 
of products from 
the brand (found-
ed by an old-school 
Lansing caregiv-
er) may just be my 
new, go-to favorite for every occasion. 

Forget the three-packs. On the 
shelves for $55 at Local Roots Cannabis 
Co. in Laingsburg are more economical 
10-packs of some of the best pre-rolled 
joints on the Michigan market — in 

Five dank news nuggets from across Michigan 
four initial strains: Mafia Funeral, Jelly 
Johnson, Gooberry and Lilac Diesel. 

I’ve written about the Gooberry. It’s 
one of my favorites. But the Mafia Fu-
neral is going to get me through the rest 
of the summer in a state of blissful tran-
quility. I smoked a joint of it just about 
every evening over the last week. It’s 
been a great elixir to relieve stress and 
help me unwind and relax after dinner 
without that crash-out-on-the-couch-
before-the-movie-ends sort of high. 

This strain is a cross of Menthol and 
Garlic Grove. The pungent berry notes 
balance just right between a ripe fruity 
sweetness and an earthier hint of pine 
and lavender. 

Just like cigarettes, you can also pick 
up a carton. Call ahead. It’ll set you back 
about $600. P.S. Redemption Cannabis 
also has full-gram live resin carts that 
are second to none in Michigan. 

Bone Thugs to perform at ‘Bazonzoes 
Stage’ 

A big-time name in the hip-hop world 
is kicking off the opening of a rather 
unique new music venue in Lansing: 
Bone Thugs-n-Harmony performs Fri-
day (July 29) at 6 p.m. on the Bazonzoes 
Stage, a new performance space behind 

Bazonzoes at 
2101 W. Willow 
St. in Lansing. 

The group, 
which has been 
billed as the 
world’s most 

influential rap group, reportedly added a 
stop to its tour just to support the launch 
of the new outdoor pot shop concert ven-
ue — which will reportedly be used for 
several other concerts over the summer. 
Tickets start at $40 on eventbrite.com.  

Turn N’ Burn: Affordable crumble for 
‘blue-collar’ tokers 

When I’m not sampling out fun new 
products for this column, I’m typical-
ly smoking the cheapest bud on the 
market — which is usually The Smallz 
at Pincanna in 
East Lansing. 
Why? Because 
you don’t always 
need some fancy, 
kief-infused su-
perbud to get the 
job done. And if 
you want to pack two dozen joints on 
your camping trip, that can make a dent 
in your pocketbook. 

And that’s exactly why I’m head-over-
bongs in love with one of the newest 
products to hit the market in Michi-
gan: Turn N’ Burn, which bills itself as a 
“blue-collar, working man’s line of can-
nabis products designed to keep money 
in your wallet and get you to your des-
tination.” 

Taking inspiration from the 1970s rac-
ing scene in its nostalgic branding, Turn 
N’ Burn supposedly “offers a callback to 
a simpler time without constant distrac-
tion.” To me, that’s just fancy marketing 
talk for damn good, super cheap concen-
trates to help spice up your stash.  

With one-gram packages of crumble 
(with 77% THC) selling for only $15 at 
Local Roots, I didn’t even feel bad about 
dumping heaping piles in my dab rig for 
some of the biggest rips of all time. 

Its Mafia Wedding crumble tastes 
just like the Mafia Funeral from Re-
demption Cannabis above — though the 
brands are unrelated — and it’s great for 
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CITY OF LANSING
SUMMARY OF

ADOPTED ORDINANCE # 1302
 
Lansing City Council adopted an Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, re-adopting the 
Codified Ordinances of the City of Lansing.

Effective date: Upon publication 

The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City Clerk’s 
Office, 9th Floor, City Hall, Lansing, Michigan. A copy of the full text of this 
Ordinance may be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 9th Floor, City 
Hall, Lansing, Michigan at a fee determined by City Council.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope                                                             CP#22-154

Notice: 

CITY OF LANSING
PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST

FOR THE TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2022 ELECTION

Notice is hereby given that the public test of the program, which will be used for tabulating the 
results of the Election to be held Tuesday, August 2, 2022 in the City of Lansing, will be 
conducted at the Lansing City Clerk’s Election Unit located at the South Washington Office 
Complex at 2500 South Washington Avenue on Tuesday, July 26, 2022 at 2:00 p.m.

The public accuracy test is conducted to determine that the program used to tabulate the 
results of the election counts the votes in the manner prescribed by law.

ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS
Any registered voter may request an Absent Voter Ballot.  No reason required. 

We must have a signed application to issue an Absent Voter Ballot. Applications are available 
at www.lansingvotes.com or by calling 517-483-4131.

The Lansing City Clerk’s Office, 124 W. Michigan Ave., 9th Floor, will be open Monday thru 
Thursday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. to issue absentee ballots to qualified electors.

The Lansing City Clerk’s Election Unit, 2500 S. Washington Ave (rear entrance), will be open:
• Weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
• Wednesdays from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Saturday, July 30, 2022 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
• Sunday, July 31, 2022 from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

to register voters and to issue absentee ballots to qualified electors.

Monday, August 1, 2022 at 4:00 pm is the deadline to request an absentee ballot except for 
those who register to vote on Election Day. Ballots issued on Monday, August 2, 2022 must be 
requested and voted in person at the Lansing City Clerk’s Office or the Lansing City Clerk’s 
Election Unit.

Those registering to vote on Election Day, Tuesday, August 2, 2022 are eligible to receive an 
absent voter ballot at the Lansing City Clerk’s Office or the Lansing City Clerk’s Election Unit.

Chris Swope, MMC/MiPMC
Lansing City Clerk 
Phone: 517-483-4131
Email: City.Clerk@lansingmi.gov
Website: www.lansingvotes.com  
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope CP#22-158

B/23/011 FIREARMS FOR FY23 as per the specifications provided by the City of 
Lansing. The City of Lansing will accept sealed bids electronically on line at 
www.mitn.info or at the City Of Lansing Purchasing Office, at 124 W. Michigan Ave, 
Lansing, MI 48933 until 2:00 PM local time in effect on July 28, 2022 at which time 
bids will be opened and read. Complete specifications and forms required to 
submit bids are available by contacting Marilyn Chick at (517) 483-4282, or 
Marilyn.chick@lansingmi.gov or go to www.mitn.info. The City of Lansing encour-
ages bids from all vendors including MBE/WBE vendors and Lansing-based 
businesses.                                                                                             CP#22-152 

CITY OF LANSING
SUMMARY OF

ADOPTED ORDINANCE # 1303
 
Lansing City Council adopted an Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend the 
Lansing Codified Ordinances by amending Chapter 1460, Section 1, and the International 
Property Maintenance Code, adopted by reference, to provide for issuance of trash, weed, and 
grass violation notices and compliance orders, and that uncorrected violations are nuisances; 
and to provide an appeals process, and to permit the City to abate uncorrected violations and 
recover costs.

Effective date: Upon publication 

The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City Clerk’s 
Office, 9th Floor, City Hall, Lansing, Michigan. A copy of the full text of this 
Ordinance may be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 9th Floor, City 
Hall, Lansing, Michigan at a fee determined by City Council.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope                                                             CP#22-155

Notice: 

Seeds and Stems 
from page 17

making homemade infused joints. Just 
sprinkle a bit inside your next spliff 
(and Turn N’ Burn) for an extra-potent 

kick. Other flavors include Berry Diesel, 
Diesel Cake, Forbidden Oranges, Jelly 
Johnson and Tropicanna Express. 

The Michigan brand reportedly has 
plans for a “major sponsorship,” so stay 
tuned for more. 

Looking for a way to connect with 
others in the industry? 

Last month, I was invited to join the 
Mid-Michigan Cannabis Young Pro-
fessionals group on 
Facebook — a group 
created in part by the 
folks at Redemption 
Cannabis that helps 
provide mentorship 
as well as in-person, 
consumption-friend-
ly networking mixers for budding, young 
professionals in the industry, spotlight 
“professionals of the month,” and even 
operates a mentorship program. Look it 
up if you’re looking to connect with others 
in the local industry. 

Kalkushka opens Michigan’s first 
cannabis consumption lounge 

Earlier this month, I took a tour of 
Una Labs. It’s one of the newer parts 
of a larger, still-growing cannabis com-
pany called Carbidex that also operates 

Franklin Fields and Botanical Co. The 
folks over there also invited me up to 
the grand opening celebration of their 

other latest cre-
ation: Kalkush-
ka, a swanky new 
cannabis lounge 
in Kalkaska where 
you can kick back, 
enjoy some snacks 
and smoke as much 

weed as you want. 
Maybe you can smoke a little too 

much weed as you want. I’m still recov-
ering from that road trip, so you can ex-
pect a full review on that delightfully Up 
North experience next week. 

Kyle Kaminski is a journalist and can-
nabis enthusiast. Editor & Publisher mag-
azine has labeled him “arguably, the state’s 
authority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion for a 
dank new product or a feature idea? Email 
lansterdam@lansingcitypulse.com. 

Voyages Wine Shop is now 
open and delivering right 

to your doorstep!

Delivery is available 4-9 p.m.,
7 days a week!

Scan the QR code for immediate access to shopping, right from your 
phone. Also easily shoppable right from your computer.

Currently delivering to Lansing, East Lansing, 
Okemos, Haslett, and DeWitt!!

Shop our *entire* store inventory at 
voyageswine.com, for delivery or curbside.

Wine. Beer. Meats. Cheeses. Co�ee. Specialty 
and General grocery needs. Toiletries. Late Night Cravings.

On Lansing’s Eastside across from The Avenue.
Greater Lansing's first boutique wine and beer delivery shop.

517-676-1007
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The Avenue
2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Narc Out The Reds, MOTO, Mystery Math
Fri., July 22, 9 p.m.

Bad Brewing Co.
440 S. Jefferson, Mason
Alex Mendenhall
Sat., July 23, 4:30 p.m.

B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Darin Larner Jr 
Thurs., July 21, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Flipside 
Sat., July 23, 8-11 p.m.

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., July 21, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 Old US-27, Lansing
Coolidge and the Gang
Fri., July 22, 8 p.m.
Lady Luck
Sat., July 23, 8 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
DJ E. Nyce
Thurs., July 21, 7-10 p.m.
Blue Haired Betties
Fri., July 22, 7-10 p.m.
Thick N Thin
Sat., July 23, 7-10 p.m.

The Fledge
1300 Eureka St., Lansing
The Immaculate Beings
Tues., July 26, 7 p.m.

The Exchange
314 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Off the Ledge
Fri. & Sat., July 22-23, 9:30 p.m.

The Green Door
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Fat Boy & Jive Turkey
Fri., July 22, 9 p.m.
Jessie & The Downbeat Groove
Sat., July 23 9 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 Turner Rd., Lansing
Rock Legend Series – Rolling Stones
Fri., July 22, 7-10 p.m.

Live & Local
Narc Out The Reds, MOTO, Mystery Math

Lansing’s own Locust Point debuted 
with a brilliant self-titled LP in 2018, an 
LP stocked with undeniable, Thin Liz-
zy-caliber guitar riffs and rock ’n roll 
hooks.  

Last month, the band returned with 
its second outing, the equally remark-
able “Michigan Drag.”  Phil Lynch (gui-
tar, vocals) chatted with City Pulse 
about the new record.  

When did the new al-
bum start to take shape? 

Phil Lynch: We record-
ed this one in the spring 
and summer of 2021. We 
did drum tracking at Marsh-
land studios in Lansing and 
finished up guitars and vo-
cals at our jam space — a 
home studio setup.  Com-
pared to our debut, it felt a 
lot less rushed. We were able to take 
our time and give the material more 
breathing room this time around.   

Where did the title track, “Michi-
gan Drag,” come from? 

Dave wrote the title track. To me, it 
refers to not only Michigan Avenue in 
the literal sense but also just that gen-
eral feeling of Midwest malaise and 
drudgery that kind of became one of 
the themes of this record. 

Does Locust Point have a song-
writing process? 

As far as the writing goes, Dave and 
I each bring our own individual songs 
in. Albert wrote a track, “In This City.” 
It’d be nice to have a more collabo-
rative songwriting process, but in the 
limited time we have, we like to have 
material ready to go so we can move 
the process right along. At our age the 
whole, “Hey let’s just jam and see what 

happens” thing is not productive at all. 
That’s how you end up with albums like 
[Metallica’s] “St. Anger.”   

The riffs on the new album are 
amazing. What’s the trick to writing 
a catchy riff? 

If there’s a secret, I wish I knew 
(laughs). In my experience, when you 
write a good one, you’ll know it al-

most immediately. I would 
bet that a lot of iconic rock 
and metal riffs were written 
more spontaneously than 
some people realize.   

Do you have a favor-
ite track on “Michigan 
Drag”? 

I think my favorite is “The 
Chaser.” The song starts out 
as this kind of Stax Records 
bass groove and just keeps 

building steam. For me, it highlights the 
rhythm section, too — which I think is 
an underrated aspect of the band. Just 
a well-rounded, centerpiece track. 

How did the almost-nine-minute 
“Texas Switch” come about? 

“Texas Switch” is an older song I had 
kicking around since before we formed 
actually. Very singer-songwriter-y. Ob-
viously, there’s a heavy Dire Straits in-
fluence. We knew early on it would end 
the record. It felt right to let it just run 
on at the end. Now that you mention 
it, nine minutes does seem a bit much. 

Follow Locust Point at facebook.
com/locustpointmi and stream “Mich-
igan Drag” at locustpoint.bandcamp.
com.   
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.
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Locust Point is (left to right) Phil Lynch (guitar, vocals), Dave 
Peterman (drums, guitar, vocals) and Albert LaRose (bass).  
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By BILL CASTANIER 
Thanks to the Capital Area District 

Library, Ingham County parks have 
morphed into literary jungles where 
parents can take their children on a 
reading safari — far from smartphones 
and video games. 

Since 2016, CADL has installed 11 
reading and walking areas called Sto-
ryWalks sites. Each stop encourages 
parents to get their kids outside while 
enhancing early literacy skills. 

The concept, which is a national 
copyrighted program, is quite simple: 
Children’s story books are mounted and 
displayed on signposts that parents and 
children can read while exploring local 
parks. 

According to Scott Duimstra, CADL’s 
executive director, the library system 
has StoryWalks reading sites at various 
Greater Lansing sites, including Glenn 
Droscha Park, Beacon Park, Veterans 
Memorial Park, Orlando Park, Valhalla 
Park, and the Michigan 4-H Children’s 
Gardens. A complete list of the local 
sites is available online at cadl.org/sto-
rywalks.  

Duimstra said the StoryWalks are just 
one part of CADL’s ambitious summer 
goals for area youth.  

“The idea is to combat what is called 
the ‘summer slide,’ where students lose 
literacy skills over the summer,” Duims-
tra said. “The project is one of the many 
reading programs we run throughout 

StoryWalks transforms local parks into literary jungles
Where the wild books are 

the summer, including the Summer 
Reading Challenge, which encourages 
summer reading. Last year, the summer 
program saw 5 million minutes read. 
This year, we are targeting 10 million 
minutes.” 

National studies underline this con-
cept showing that reading just four to 
six books during the summer can help 
alleviate the “summer slide.” Duimstra 
said parents and children can still sign 
up (at cadl.org) for the summer reading 
challenge, which runs through Aug. 6. 
The program, which also encourages 
people to read to others, is all-inclusive 
from infants to adults. A bonus: Partic-
ipants are eligible for prizes awarded 
throughout the summer. 

“I took part in a summer reading pro-
gram as a kid and it had a huge impact 
on me,” Duimstra recalled. “The Story-
Walks and the Summer Reading Pro-

gram help underline the importance 
of reading a book and limiting screen 
time.” 

(Writer’s note: In grade school in Bay 
City, I signed up to read 50 books one 
summer and received a lapel pin from 
the Bay City Public Library, which I 
still cherish.) 

Visitors to StoryWalks parks can 
view a variety of books for young read-
ers, including: “Pete the Cat: Five Little 
Ducks,” “Splat the Cat,” “In the Tall-
Tall Grass,” “The Three Little Pigs” and 
“Plant a Pocket of Prairie.” Duimstra 
added: “We also assure that the books 
have diverse characters and diverse 
stories.” Duimstra said the spotlighted 
books are periodically swapped out be-
tween sites drawing from a collection 
of about 50 carefully curated children’s 
books. To do that, CADL breaks three 
books apart for each walk and places the 

actual pages under Plexiglass mounted 
on wooden posts. Typically, there are 17 
reading signs for each book, and each 
follows a walking path. 

He added that each path costs $2,000 
to $6,000, depending on the complexi-
ty of the site and there has only been one 
instance of vandalism (at the Lansing 
Riverwalk) since the initiative began. 

In addition to the actual pages of 
the children’s book, each sign suggests 
activities that can be employed while 
walking from one sign to another. For 
example, children can be encouraged 
to sing a song while hiking to the next 
location. 

The original StoryWalks concept was 
copyrighted by Anne Ferguson of Mont-
pelier, Vermont, who developed the 
program in 2007 to get families outside 
and reading. By 2016, the first Story-
Walks was installed at Haslett’s Orlando 
Park at the suggestion of then-head li-
brarian at Haslett, Ann Chapman, who 
is retired. 

National studies show that nearly 
500 libraries across the country offer 
hiking, walking and reading programs 
with sites as varied as lagoons and gre-
enways — even downtown business dis-
tricts. In Boone, North Carolina, local 
businesses posted the StoryWalks sto-
ries in storefront windows. In Brooklyn, 
a library posted up special StoryWalks 
reading signs for Latinx month. Since 
its inception, StoryWalks has developed 
sites in all 50 States and 11 other coun-
tries as well.  

As for local spots, all participating 
park sites have free access except for 
Hawk Island, which requires an Ing-
ham County Park fee.  

Check out our 
great selection of 

SUMMER 
READS!

Curious Book Shop
307 E. Grand River, E. Lansing

(517) 332-0112  We validate parking
Mon.- Sat. 10-7 pm, Sun. 12-5 pm

curiousbooks.com

Archives Book Shop
519 W. Grand River, E. Lansing
(517) 332-8444   Free Parking
Mon.- Sat. 11-6 pm, Sun. 12-5 pm

thearchivesbookshop@gmail.com

Thousands of used paperbacks and hardbacks!
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“Stately”--hey, 
what’s your name? 
by Matt Jones 

Across 
1. Grand slam run count 

5. Prince Buster’s genre 

8. Candle-heavy 
occasions, for short? 

13. Quindlen with the 
2022 best-seller “Write 
for Your Life” 

14. Corn opener? 

15. Some cameras or 
copiers 

17. Show biz parent, maybe 

19. Generational 
separator 

20. Brick quantity 

21. Aspiration for neither 
the over- or under-
achiever 

23. Roth offering 

25. Salon worker 

26. 180 degrees from NNE 

27. Yerevan’s country 

31. Actor Morales whose 
Wikipedia bio mentions 
his name frequency in 
crosswords 

33. Getting your kicks? 

34. ___-Magnon 

36. Toy truck maker 

40. Bedsheets, 
tablecloths, etc. 

44. “The Only Way Is 
___” (U.K. reality soap 
since 2010) 

45. The day before 

46. Finishes, as cupcakes 

47. Word before rain 
or jazz 

50. Done over, like school 
pictures 

52. Tuna steak choice 

55. Part of CUNY or NYU 

57. “Diners, Drive-___ 
and Dives” 

58. Slide whistle-playing 
Simpsons character 

62. Pro runner? 

65. Farthest orbital point 

66. Supernatural witch of 
Slavic folklore 

68. Daughter of Pablo 
Picasso 

69. Thumb drive port 

70. Capital near 
Lillehammer 

71. Positive quality 

72. Rd. intersectors 

73. Bovary and Tussaud, 
for example (abbr.) 

Down 

1. Adjective for many 
world-record attempts 

2. Not faked out by 

3. Like some decisions 

4. Disreputable 
newspaper (not like the 
one you’re reading!) 

5. Sport in which athletes 
crouch 

6. “Turn it up and rip the 
___ off!” 

7. Directed a wad of 
paper into a wastebasket 

8. Truist Park team 

9. Social media and 
computing elite 

10. Lenovo alternative 

11. Hatha and bikram, 
for two 

12. Catches, as fly balls 

16. Erupt 

18. “The Bad Guys” 
screenwriter Cohen (not 
one of the filmmaking 
brothers!) 

22. “That it be, lad” 

24. Suez Canal’s outlet 

27. U.S. Open stadium 

28. Platonic P’s 

29. “___ bin ein Berliner” 
(JFK quote) 

30. Person who may not 
feel romantic attraction, 
for short 

32. ___ Sea (arm of the 
Mediterranean) 

35. Cheer for AtlÈtico 
Madrid 

37. Twinge that may need 
massaging 

38. Worn-out jeans spot 

39. PTA pt. 

41. Burp follower 

42. Cable recorder, 
perhaps 

43. Majors who was “The 
Six Million Dollar Man” 

48. Ready to breed 

49. “Holy Diver” rocker 
Ronnie James 

51. Tequila who originally 
gained fame on MySpace 

52. “And hurry!” 

53. Medical privacy law, 
initially 

54. Huge celebs 

56. Big ride to a Dead 
concert, maybe 

59. Alter ___ 

60. Ship feature 

61. Declines slowly 

63. It’s not a good look 

64. Country next to 
Thailand 

67. ___ Kippur

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 23

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

SUDOKU     Advanced

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, column, and 
outlined 3-by-3 box 
contains the numbers 1 
through 9 exactly once. 
No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 23

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny           July 20-26, 2022 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You are entering 
the Season of Love’s Renewal. To celebrate, I 
offer you a poem by eighth-century Tamil poet 
Andal. Whatever gender you may be, I invite you 
to visualize yourself as the “Snakewaist woman” 
she addresses. Here’s Andal, bringing a fiery 
splash of exclamation points: “Arouse, Snakewaist 
woman! Strut your enchantment! Swoop your 
mirth and leap your spiral reverence! As wild 
peacocks shimmer and ramble and entice the 
lightning-nerved air! Summon thunderheads of 
your love! Command the sentient wind! Resurrect 
the flavor of eternal birth!” 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Tips to get the 
most out of the next three weeks: 1. Work harder, 
last longer, and finish with more grace than 
everyone else. 2. Be in love with beauty. Crave 
it, surround yourself with it, and create it. Be 
especially enamored of beautiful things that are 
also useful. 3. Taste the mist, smell the clouds, 
kiss the music, praise the earth, and listen to the 
moon in the daytime sky. 4. Never stop building! 
Keep building and building and building: your 
joy, your security, your love, your beauty, your 
stamina, your sense of wonder.  

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Gemini astrologer 
Astrolocherry says that while Geminis “can 
appear naive and air-headed to onlookers, 
their minds usually operate at light speed. They 
naturally absorb every surrounding particle 
of intellectual stimuli. They constantly observe 
their interactions for opportunities to grow their 
knowledge.” I believe these qualities will function 
at peak intensity during the next four weeks, 
Gemini—maybe even beyond peak intensity. 
Please try to enjoy the hell out of this phase 
without becoming manic or overwrought. If all 
goes well, you could learn more in the next four 
weeks than most people learn in four months. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Naeem Callaway 
founded Get Out The Box, an organization that 
mentors at-risk youth in low-income and rural 
communities. Here’s one of his central teachings: 
“Sometimes the smallest step in the right 
direction ends up being the biggest step of your 
life. Tiptoe if you must, but take the step.” Even 
if you don’t fit the profile of the people Callaway 
serves, his advice is perfect for you right now. 
For the time being, I urge you to shelve any plans 
you might have for grandiose actions. Focus on 
just one of the many possible tasks you could 
pursue and carry it out with determined focus. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): A Leo astrologer I’ve 
known for years told me, “Here’s a secret about 
us Lions. No matter what happens, despite any 
pitfalls and pratfalls, my ego will stay intact. It 
ain’t gonna crack. You can hurl five lightning 
bolts’ worth of insults at my skull, and I will 
walk away without even a hint of a concussion. 
I believe in myself and worship myself, but even 
more importantly: I trust my own self-coherence 
like I trust the sun to shine.” Wow! That’s quite a 
testimony. I’m not sure I fully buy it, though. I have 
known a few Leos whose confidence wavered 
in the wake of a minor misstep. But here’s the 
point of my horoscope: I encourage you to allow 
a slight ego deflation in the coming days. If you 
do, I believe it will generate a major blossoming 
of your ego by August. And that would be a very 
good thing. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Virgo poet Claude 
de Burine described how one night when she was 
three years old, she sneaked out of the house 
with her parents’ champagne bucket so she could 
fill it up with moonlight. I think activities like this 
will be a worthy pursuit for you in the coming 
days. You’re entering a favorable phase to go 
in quest of lyrical, fanciful experiences. I hope 
you will make yourself available for marvels and 
curiosities and fun surprises. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): There is a distinction 
between being nice and being kind. Being nice 
is often motivated by mechanical politeness, by 
a habit-bound drive to appear pleasant. It may 

be rooted more in a desire to be liked than in 
an authentic urge to bestow blessings. On the 
other hand, being kind is a sincere expression of 
care and concern for another. It fosters genuine 
intimacy. I bring these thoughts to your attention 
because I think that one of Libra’s life-long tasks is 
to master the art of being kind rather than merely 
nice. And right now is an especially favorable 
phase for you to refine your practice. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You sometimes feel 
you have to tone down your smoldering intensity, 
avert your dark-star gazes, conceal your sultry 
charisma, dumb down your persuasive speech, 
pretend you don’t have so much stamina, disguise 
your awareness of supernatural connections, 
act less like a saint and martyr in your zealous 
devotions, and refrain from revealing your skill 
at reading between the lines. But none of that 
avoidance stuff usually works very well. The Real 
You leaks out into view. In the coming weeks, 
I hope you won’t engage in any of the hiding 
behavior I described. It’s a favorable time to 
freely pour forth your Scorpionic blessings. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): There could 
be interesting and important events happening 
while you sleep in the coming nights. If a butterfly 
lands on you in a dream, it may mean you’re 
prepping for a spiritual transformation in waking 
life. It could be a sign you’re receptive to a 
breakthrough insight you weren’t previously open 
to. If you dream of a baby animal, it might signify 
you’re ready to welcome a rebirth of a part of you 
that has been dormant or sluggish or unavailable. 
Dreams in which you’re flying suggest you may 
soon escape a sense of heaviness or inertia. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): How to be 
the best Capricorn you can be in the coming 
weeks and months: 1. Develop a disciplined, well-
planned strategy to achieve more freedom. 2. 
Keep clambering upwards even if you have no 
competitors and there’s no one else at the top. 
3. Loosen your firm grasp and steely resolve just 
enough so you can allow the world to enjoy you. 4. 
Don’t let the people you love ever think you take 
them for granted. 5. Be younger today than you 
were yesterday. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): In the next seven 
to eight weeks, I’d love for you to embody an 
attitude about intimacy articulated by author 
Hélène Cixous. Here’s her aspiration: “I want to 
love a person freely, including all her secrets. I 
want to love in this person someone she doesn’t 
know. I want to love without judgment, without 
fault. Without false, without true. I want to meet 
her between the words, beneath language.” And 
yes, dear Aquarius, I know this is a monumental 
undertaking. If it appeals to you at all, just do the 
best you can to incorporate it. Perfection isn’t 
required. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): I periodically 
consult a doctor of Chinese Medicine who tells 
me that one of the best things I can do for my 
health is to walk barefoot—EVERYWHERE! On 
the sidewalk, through buildings, and especially 
in the woods and natural areas. He says that 
being in direct contact with our beloved earth 
can provide me with energetic nourishment not 
possible any other way. I have resisted the doc’s 
advice so far. It would take the soles of my feet a 
while to get accustomed to the wear and tear of 
barefoot walking. I bring this up, Pisces, because 
the coming weeks will be an excellent time for you 
to try what I haven’t yet. In fact, anything you do 
to deepen your connection with the earth will be 
extra healing. I invite you to lie in the sand, hug 
trees, converse with birds, shout prayers to 
mountains, and bathe in rivers or lakes.
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The Immaculate Beings perform two 
nights at The Fledge 

Tuesday, July 26- Wednesday, July 27 
The Fledge  

1300 Eureka St., Lansing 
thefledge.com/events 

facebook.com/theimmaculatebeings 

The Immaculate Beings, a Minneapolis-based indie-pop band outfit, is a 
“family of queer eclectic human beings who promote the importance of self-
love, self-care and self-validation through their music and performance.”  
The dynamic collective — which comprises Trevor (vocals, guitar), Griffin 
(lead guitar), Martin (drums), Christian (bass), Casey (backup vox) and Staurie (keys) — creates a safe space at 
every show and reminds everyone that “they’re so loved.” This love fest stops for two nights at The Fledge. 
With that, they also bring a face-melting set of psychedelic-infused alt-rock that’s simultaneously uplifting, dreamy 
and sonically powerful. The outfit started releasing singles via Bandcamp back in November 2019, and by January 
2020 dropped its acclaimed debut LP, “Mental Space.” Listen here: theimmaculatebeings.bandcamp.com

See Events, Page 23
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022 
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

 
Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 9 a.m. Monday 

for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, July 20 
25th Annual Muelder Summer Carillon 
Concert Series - 6 p.m. Beaumont Tower 
at MSU on W. Circle Dr., East Lansing. 
music.msu.edu.  

A Conversation with a Family of 
Contemporary Anishinabe Beadwork 
Artists - Virtual.  7-8:30 p.m. MSU 
Museum, 409 W Circle, East Lansing. 
museum.msu.edu 

50 over Fitness - Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group.  9-10 a.m. Central 
Park Pavilion, 5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos. 517-
853-4600. meridian50plus.com.  

Allen Farmers Market - Corner 
Shepard/Kalamazoo. 2:30-7 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing.  

Bubble Man - Watch Ron Loyd create a 
magic show made completely of bubbles!  All 
ages. 3-4 p.m. Eaton Rapids Area District 
Library, 220 S. Main, Eaton Rapids. eradl.org.  

Concert in the Park - William E. Tennant 
Performance Shell - this week: Toppermost. 
7-9 p.m. St Johns City Park, 801 W Park St.  
clintoncountyarts.org.  

Concerts in the Park - 8 Concerts + 8 
Parks - 7 p.m. For lineup and location, go 
to lansingmi.gov/994/Concerts-In-The-Park 

Diabetes Support Group - 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Delta Twp. District Library, 5130 
Davenport Dr., Lansing. 517-321-4014.  

It’s My Art Show! - on display. 9 a.m.-7 
p.m. Okemos Branch Library, 4321 Okemos 
Rd., Okemos. 517-327-0938. retreadart.com.  

Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh 
tradition - All are welcome to join our 
weekly practice! 7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 
3015 S. MLK Jr Blvd., Lansing. lamc.info.  

Meridian Farmers’ Market - 1995 
Central Park Dr., Okemos.  3-7 p.m.   

Meridian Township Summer Concert 
Series - 6-8:30 p.m. 1995 Central Park Dr., 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us.  

Pagan Community Night - online 
or in-person. 6-8 p.m. Weavers of the 
Web, 809 Center St., #7A, Lansing. 
weaversoftheweb.org.  

Storybook Stroll - through late August. 
Read while you stroll the trails at Lincoln 
Brick Park and downtown! 10 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St. gladl.org.  

Ukulele Strum with Ben Hassenger 
& Friends - 7-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St.,              
Grand Ledge. gladl.org 

Wine Wednesday - Wine & cheese 
tasting 6 p.m., wine & chocolate 8:30 p.m. 
Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing.           
517-721-1330.  

Your Art’s Desire - multi-media exhibit 
featuring the work of Susan Smith, through 
Aug. 18. 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The Peoples 
Church of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand River 
Ave., East Lansing.  

Thursday, July 21 
49th Annual MACC Golf Classic 2022 
- 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Eldorado Golf Course, 
3750 W. Howell Rd., Mason. business.
masonchamber.org.  

Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 
James Couzens Memorial Park, 13753 Main 
St, Bath. shopbfm.org.  

Chevy in the Hole: Meet the Author 
Event - Join us at Hooked to meet Kelsey 
Ronan, the author of a new novel, Chevy in 
the Hole. 7-8 p.m. Hooked, 3142 E Michigan 
Ave, Lansing. 517-721-1330. hookedlansing.com.  

Dimondale Farmers’ Market - 3-7 p.m. 
Downtown Dimondale, 136 N Bridge St, 
Dimondale. 

Family Pops Concert - by the 
East Lansing Kiwanis Community 
Band. Outdoors. 7-8 p.m. Orchard 
Street Pumphouse, 368 Orchard  St.,                       
East Lansing.  

Farmers Market at the Capitol - 
Hosted by the Michigan Farmers Market 
Association (MIFMA),  9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Michigan State Capitol, 100 N Capitol Ave, 

Lansing. 517-432-3381. mifma.org.  

Field of View: An Art X Science Film 
Series - In Silico. 9:20 p.m. Valley Court 
Park, East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.  

It’s a Thursday Thing - musicians will be 
performing on the corner at N. Clinton, St 
Johns. 5-7 p.m. downtownstjohnsmi.com.  

Music in the Garden - Bypass - 7-8 
p.m. Veterans Memorial Gardens, 2074 N 
Aurelius Road, Holt. delhitownship.com.  

Music in the Park - Bring your friends 
and a lawn chair or blanket. Food 
concessions available onsite. 7-9 p.m. 
Jaycee Park, 525 E. River St, Grand Ledge. 
grandledgechamber.com.  

Prevention of Common Running 
Injuries Webinar with Dr. Nathan 
Fitton - 6-7 p.m. MSU Health Care 
Sports Medicine and Orthopedic Center, 
4660 S. Hagadorn Rd., East Lansing.                     
healthcare.msu.edu.  

Sounds of Summer -   6:30-8 p.m. Two 
Rivers Bandshell, Dixie Highway, Portland. 
ectownusa.net.  

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with 
some fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. 
Keys To Manifestation, 809 Center St. #7, 
Lansing.  manifestlansing.com.  

Summer Concert Series - 7-9 p.m. 
American Legion Bandshell, McCormick 
Park, 300 N. Putnam St., Williamston.  

Summer Concert Series - 6:30 p.m. The 
Courthouse Lawn, 100 W Lawrence Ave, 
Charlotte.  

Wacousta Picnic Playdate Family 
Storytime - enjoy summer stories, songs, 
and activities at the playground. 11 a.m.-12 
p.m. Wacousta UMC, 9180 Herbison Rd., 
Eagle. 517-627-7014.  

Watercolor Mermaids - Paint mermaids 
using watercolors with us at the Playground 
of Dreams, supplied provided. 10:30-11:30 
a.m. 100 Howe Dr., Eaton Rapids. eradl.org.  

Zoo Nights #3 (21+) - 5-8 p.m. Potter 
Park Zoo, 1301 S Pennsylvania Ave, Lansing. 
517-483-4222. potterparkzoo.org.  

Friday, July 22 
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 
Plus Stretch and Flex Exercise 
group.  9-10 a.m. Central Park Pavilion, 
5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos. 517-853-4600.                         
meridian50plus.com.  

Advanced Video Game Designer - 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr, Lansing. 517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

Cardboard Arcade - Impression 5 
Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

Causeway Clash - Super Smash Bros 
Ultimate Tournament.  All Ages. 6-11:30 
p.m. Causeway Bay Hotel, 6820 S. Cedar, 
Lansing.start.gg.  

Cruise In - 5-8 p.m. Holt Farmers’ Market, 
2150 Cedar St, Holt. delhitownship.com.  

Eco Explorers - Impression 5 Science 
Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing.  
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Dixon’s Violin 
performs 
in Okemos 

w/ Zak & What Army? 
Sunday, July 24 

Blue Mitten Farms 
4977 Cornell Rd., Okemos 

2 p.m., $25, $20 adv. 
All ages, 12 and under FREE 

bluemittenfarms.com 
 
Blue Mitten Farms invites all to experience the mesmerizing music of Dix-
on’s Violin at 4 p.m. along with a set from Zak & What Army? at 5:30 p.m. 
Attendees are also welcome to practice yoga and meditation taught by 
Katy Joe DeSantis at 3 p.m. Organizers suggest a $7-10 donation to prac-
tice, “but any amount is welcome.”  
 
Lauded as a premier visionary violinist, Dixon has inspired crowds at more 
than 1,000 concerts across North America. His resume includes four TED 
talks and numerous Burning Man and Electric Forest Festival performanc-
es. Years ago, Dixon left his professional career to follow his dream. Since 
then, he’s invented a new music genre where he improvises on a five-string 
electric violin while utilizing a custom looping system. It’s an all-live, one-man 
symphony.  

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 21

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 21

Love
Lansing

L I K E  A  L O C A L

Eagle Eye Golf Course
© James Lenon

SUPPORT LOCAL 
GOLF COURSES

GREATER LANSING CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

 Lansing.org | @GreaterLansingCVB
@GreaterLansing | #LoveLansing

Events
from page 22

impression5.org.  

Friday Night Concert Series - 7 p.m. 
Lake Lansing Park South Band Shell,               
1621 Pike St, Haslett. pk.ingham.org.  

Pirate Adventure - Impression 5 
Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
impression5.org.  

TGIF Dinner & Dance - 7-11:59 p.m. 
Hawk Hollow, 15101 Chandler Rd., Bath.                       
734-604-5095. tgifdance.com.  

Saturday, July 23 
Causeway Clash - Super Smash Bros 
Ultimate Tournament.  12-11:30 p.m. 
Causeway Bay Hotel, 6820 S. Cedar,  
Lansing. start.gg.  

Drum Circle - Bring your drums and 
rattles, instruments or even dancing 
feet!  5-8 p.m. Keys To Manifestation,                
809 Center St. # 7, Lansing. 517-974-5540. 
manifestlansing.com.  

Harris Nature Center Celebrates 
25 Years! - Free programs all day  8 
a.m.-8:30 p.m. Harris Nature Center,                     
3998 Van Atta Rd., Okemos.  

Nerf Wars - 1-3 p.m. Valhalla Park, 2287 
Pine Tree Road, Holt. delhitownship.com.  

Wellness Weekends Series: Meditation 
Tour. 10-11:30 a.m. Eli and Edythe Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East Lansing. 
broadmuseum.msu.edu 

Sunday, July 24 
Causeway Clash - Super Smash Bros 
Ultimate Tournament.  12-5 p.m. Causeway 
Bay Hotel, 6820 S. Cedar, Lansing. start.gg.  

The Council of 3 Fires, David Meeder, 
USCL Sunday Adult Learning Time - 
Explore historical native wisdom. 9:30-10:15 
a.m. Unity Spiritual Center of Lansing, 2395 
S. Washington, Lansing. unitylansing.org.  

East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Valley Court Park, 280 Valley 
Court, East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.  

Music in the Park - 2-4 p.m. Bates Scout 
Park, 6923-6999 Meridian Rd, Laingsburg. 
laingsburgbusiness.org.  

Sunday School for Witches - workshop 
series. 3-4:30 p.m. Keys To Manifestation, 
809 Center St. #7A, Lansing. 517-974-5540. 
manifestlansing.com.  

Monday, July 25 
50 over Fitness - Meridian 50 Plus 
Stretch and Flex Exercise group 9-10 a.m. 
Central Park Pavilion, 5151 Marsh Rd., 
Okemos. meridian50plus.com.  

Comedy Night at Crunchy’s! - 9 p.m. 
254 W. Grand River, East Lansing. 

Fowlerville Family Fair - 9 a.m.-11 p.m. 
Fowlerville Family Fairgrounds, 8800 Grand 
River Ave., Fowlerville.  

Jr. Spy - 8 a.m. Impression 5 Science 
Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing.                   
517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

Natural Wonders - 8 a.m. Impression 5 
Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

Science of Art - 8 a.m. Impression 5 
Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org.  

Sunset Storytime Mondays - enjoy an 
early evening story time with summery 
stories, songs and an activity. 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. 
gladl.org 

Tuesday, July 26 
A Conversation with Two 
Extraordinary Traditional Artists - 
Yvonne Walker Keshick and Renee Wasson. 
Virtual.  7-8 p.m. MSU Museum, 409 W 
Circle, East Lansing. museum.msu.edu 

Board Game Meet Up - ages 18 & up. 
6:30 - 10:30 p.m. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Spare Time 
Bowling Alley, 3101 E Grand River, Lansing.  

Concerts on the Lawn “String 
Quartet” - 6:30 p.m. MSUFCU 
Headquarters.  tickets at:  
lansingsymphony.org.  

Fowlerville Family Fair - 9 a.m.-11 p.m. 
Fowlerville Family Fairgrounds, 8800 Grand 
River Ave., Fowlerville.  

Genealogy Help - get some assistance 
with Ancestry Library Edition.  3:30-5 
p.m. Eaton Rapids Area District Library,                   

220 S. Main. eradl.org 

Hawk Hill Raptors - Get up close 
and personal with live hawks, falcons 
and owls! 2-3 p.m. Island Park Gazebo,                       
206 W River St., Grand Ledge.  

Library Treasure Hunt - Find the 
treasure by following clues hidden around 
the Library!   2-3 p.m. Eaton Rapids Area 
District Library, 220 S. Main, Eaton Rapids. 
eradl.org.  

Parent Happy Hour - Storytime for 
kids and wine flight specials for parents. 
5-7 p.m. Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. 517-721-1330.  

Picnic Playdate Family Storytime 
- Meet at GLADL and follow the little 
red wagon to the playground. 11 a.m.-12 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library,            
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org 

Play in the Park - Ann Arbor Hands-

On Museum.  7-8 p.m. Valley Court 
Park, 280 Valley Court, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com.  

Sporcle Live! Trivia - two games - 7:30 
and 8:30 p.m. Crunchy’s, 254 W Grand 
River Ave, East Lansing. 517-351-2506. 
crunchyseastlansing.com.
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By SARAH SPOHN 
Justin King is a familiar name within 

the greater Lansing hospitality industry. 
Formerly at Red Haven Farm to Table 
in Okemos, King opened up Dewitt’s 
Bridge Street Social in 2016, but he re-
signed in 2020 to pursue his latest ven-
ture: Voyages Wine Shop. 

King, 42, an East Lansing resident, 
celebrated the official opening of the 
eastside neighborhood shop on July 6. 
But he’s far from a wine newbie. He has 
a two-decade-long history of working 
with wines, from his start at the wine 
counter at Goodrich’s Shop-Rite to his 
time at restaurants.  

“I’ve been in wine for 20 years, it’s the 
one thing I love to do for work,” King 
said. His mission for Voyages, perhaps 

Greater Lan-
sing’s first bou-
tique wine and 
beer delivery 

shop, is to provide a space that serves 
the needs of the community. “I want to 
create a place that can give people really 
good products for what I think is out-
standing value,” he added.  

During the stay-at-home orders at the 
pandemic’s onset, King said his mind 
was reeling with business ideas that fo-
cused on delivery services. And while 
King has no aspirations to become the 
next Amazon or big-name delivery pro-
vider like Instacart or Gopuff, he does 
want to become a mainstay in Lansing. 
Launching today (July 20), daily deliv-
ery is available from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.. to 
Lansing, East Lansing, Okemos, Haslett 
and DeWitt.  

“This sort of dynamic is probably a 
new one for Lansing,” he said. “Wine de-
livery and grocery delivery have existed 
in major markets for a while now, but it 
hasn’t really existed here.” 

As for the brick-and-mortar location, 
the 1,400-square-foot space, formerly 
a flower shop, is filled with 400 wines 
from small producers across the world. 
Rather than carrying expensive wines 
that remain unopened for decades, King 
said he wanted to carry wines that were 
affordable and accessible in the $15-25 
range. 

“I’d rather have wines that people 
here are looking to have with their pizza 
tonight, so that was the goal,” King said. 
“We’ve also got craft beer, ready-to-

drink spirits, canned 
cocktails and hard 
seltzers.” 

Beyond that, Voy-
ages stocks char-
cuterie boards, pic-
nic baskets, meats, 
cheeses, olives, chips, 
salsa and pasta sauce 
— even toilet pa-
per and diapers. “I 
know it sounds kind 
of strange for a wine 
shop, but I honestly 
think there has been 
a need for that sort of 

diverse set (of items) for a store on the 
east side,” King explained.  

With a name like Voyages, it makes 
sense that the shop’s owner enjoys wine 
trips and travel excursions. He said that 
passion will extend to customers too. 
Next summer, Voyages is hosting wine 
trips to Spain and to Greece.   

“One of the things that’s really en-
hanced my life is being able to travel to 
wine countries throughout the world,” 
King said. “I wanted to share that expe-
rience.”  
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By CHLOE ALVERSON
Despite its East Lansing location, 

Risky Studios isn’t just for college 
students. Owners Joshua and Alicia 
Southern hope the multimedia pro-
duction studio will serve as a co-work-
ing space for creatives and businesses 
in the area.

Located on the lower level at 301 
M.A.C. Ave., the Southerns found a 
location that is easily accessible from 
Michigan State University and near 
the center of downtown East Lansing. 
Alicia Southern said that their studio 
will be a great 

resource for students who need access 
to things like recording equipment and 
editing software — things that often 
don’t fit into a college dorm room or 
college budget. 

The couple decided to open the pro-
duction studio after Joshua Southern’s 
production company — Risky Music 
Group — had outgrown its various 
locations within their Lansing home.

“With the desire to want to do more 
collaborations, and the opportunity to 
expand, we knew we had to get out of 
the house,” he said. “We’re at a point 
now where we want to share some of 
the wealth with the community.” 

The space features a recording 
booth, an audio production area and 
backdrops for photography opportu-
nities. Even with the small space, a lot 
can be accomplished in Risky Studios. 
The Southerns intend to build a direc-
tory of clients to promote their busi-

nesses as well — a perk that only Risky 
Studios members can enjoy. 

“Those trusted sources we have for 
photography or whatever it is, we want 
to have that business directory to say, 
‘Hey, do you need this? These are the 
people we trust to do those projects for 
you,’” Alicia Southern said. 

Membership packages are fitting for 
creatives who are using the space con-
sistently. For studio services like pod-
casting, photography and the record-
ing studio, there are hourly rates. An 
hour of music production and vocal 
recording starts at $50. The Southerns 
would be present to act as mentors and 
assist clients through the creative pro-
cess. 

The Southerns also plan to rent out 
the studio for small events of 20 people 
or fewer. Alicia Southern described it as 
a “micro-event space” for networking 
events, open mics and study groups. 

“Anybody who is wanting to venture 
off into any creative endeavor that you 
may have, you can get on our website 
and book some time,” Joshua Southern 
said. “Feel free to reach out.” 

Take the risk out of creating at Risky Studios

By CHELSEA PHILLIPS
Impression 5 Science Center is an 

interactive space for children and fam-
ilies to explore and create using all five 
senses. It is conveniently located in 
downtown Lansing, nestled just be-
tween the Riverwalk Theatre and the 
R. E. Olds Transportation Museum. It 
started in East Lansing in 1972 as one 
of the first interactive science museums 
in the country and made the move to its 
current location in 1982.

The center has spaces dedicated for 
newborns and 
beyond, with 
programs like 
D i s c o v e r y 
Time designed 
for children 
as young as 2, 
and the Youth 

Action Council for children fifth grade 
through 12th grade.

Impression 5 Science Center features 
both stationary and traveling exhib-
its. Executive director Erik Larson ex-
plained that proposals for new exhibits 
come from a variety of sources, such as 
members, staff and sponsors.

“Impression 5 has a team in place that 
actually researches and develops, proto-
types and fabricates its own exhibits,” 
Larson said. 

To supplement those exhibits, the 
museum brings in traveling exhibits 

from all over the country. Creating new 
exhibits can take up to two and a half 
years, according to Larson.

“We know our members and visitors 
want to see new exhibits much more 
frequently than that,” he said. 

Along with the delight of celebrating 
50 years of operation this April, Larson 
said there are exciting changes coming. 
One update the museum is looking to 
do would replace the climbing struc-
ture in the First Impression Room — a 
learning space designated for children 
ages birth to 4 years old. There are plans 
to add a second nursing room, which 
will be located on the first floor of the 
science center. Another change will be 
the addition of a café inside the current 
snack and eating area.

Bringing back Member Nights is also 
on the list of upcoming changes, accord-
ing to Larson. He explained that these 
events were “wrapped around a theme 
or opening of an exhibit” and happened 

several times each year prior to the pan-
demic.

Like many organizations and busi-
nesses, Impression 5 Science Center’s 
operations were impacted by the pan-
demic. Previously, Larson said the mu-
seum had around 3,700 members. That 
number dropped by half during the 
pandemic. The museum’s hours were 
also affected.

“Prior to the pandemic, we were open 
six days a week to the public,” Larson 

said. “We were open until 5 o’clock.”
The museum is open to the public 

four days a week with shortened hours. 
The hour adjustment and operation 
days are things the museum continues 
to evaluate as the pandemic continues, 
Larson said.

Sponsors and government programs 
helped Impression 5 during the pan-
demic, but Larson said that the muse-
um is always looking for more volun-
teers and funding for future projects.

Lasting impressions at Impression 5 Science Center

Impression 5 
Science Center
200 Museum Drive, Lansing
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday – Sunday
(517) 485-8116
Impression5.org
$12 non-member admission Courtesy

The First Impression Room is one of the many exhibits at Impression 5 Science 
Center where young children can safely play and explore.

This occa-
sional 
feature 
highlights 
events and 
milestones 
at local 
nonprof-
its. If you 
would like to 

submit a suggestion please email chloe@
lansingcitypulse.com

Courtesy

Joshua and Alicia Southern celebrated 
the grand opening of Risky Studios on 
Saturday (Feb. 26). Risky Studios

301 M.A.C. Ave., Suite 106, 
East Lansing
(989) 341-3652
booking@
riskystudioslansing.com 

Courtesy photo 

Voyages Wine Shop is across from The Avenue Café. 

Voyages Wine Shop 

2024 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing 
(517) 676-1007 
Monday-Saturday: 
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Sunday: Noon-9 p.m. 
voyageswine.com

Voyages Wine Shop opens on east side, delivers far beyond 

Monday-Thursday 11AM-10PM 
Friday 11AM-10:45PM

Saturday 11AM-10:30PM 
Sunday 11AM-9PM

300 N. CLIPPERT STREET, SUITE 17  
LANSING, MI 48912 • 517.203.0096

Buy One 
Dinner
GET ONE 
½ OFF!

A special just for you!

Full Menu Available

for Pick Up & 

Delivery

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDSTHE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

Moving: 
Full size bed w/walnut frame, night table 
w/ceramic lamp, table & chair, printer 
cabinet, walnut bookcase w/4 shelves. 
All for $400 or best offer. 
Call Ivan, (517) 927-3313.

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
By Order of the County

Treasurer of Ingham County
Thursday, August 25, 2022

Registration: 8:30 AM; 
Auction: 10:00 AM

Location: Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave, Lansing, MI.

Alan Fox, Treasurer, Ingham County
341 S. Jefferson St, Mason, MI,

(517) 676-7220.
Detailed info on parcels and terms

at www.BippusUSA.com

Classified Rates
Rates start at $24 for 4 lines.
Each additional line is $6.
Boldface Type: $7 per line
Headline: $11 per line 
Border: $11
Logo: Space needed

Contract rates available, all rates 
net. Classified ads also appear 
online at no extra charge. Deadline 
for classifieds is 5 p.m. Monday for 
the upcoming Wednesday’s issue. 
You can submit your classified ad 
to Suzi Smith at 517-999-6704 or 
at suzi@lansingcitypulse.com.

              517-908-9950 for cocktails to go 

2000 Merritt Road, East Lansing

Distillery & Cocktail Bar   

4 - 11 p.m. Thu, Fri and Sat,  4 - 9 p.m  Tues Wed, Sun, closed Monday 

Here’s to great cocktails!

Come Enjoy and Relax Red Cedar Spirits 
made right here
bourbon, whiskey, gin,
vodka and brandy
from grain to bottle
 
Cocktails and Wine
Summer patio favorites
Featured spirit specials
White PIne Winery wine
 
Tours
New tours with tastings
 
Music
Sunday Jazz presented 
by Randy Napoleon    

More live music on 
even-date Fridays      

ed edarcr  spirits   R
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By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE 
The stalwart Picnic Food Truck (517picnic.com) is run by 

the incredibly talented Karrie Brewer. I’ve had food from 
Picnic many times and have worked with Brewer to prepare 
extravagant, beautiful cheese boards for holiday and birth-
day celebrations. The twist on these cheese boards is she spe-
cializes in making them dairy-free, which I needed when a 
family member was dipping a toe into a dairy-free lifestyle. 
With a completely straight face, I assure you I never would 

have known the items on the lavish cheese board were dairy-free. If you’ve 
looking for a vegan-friendly spread, keep her in mind, but give her plenty of 
lead time, because these masterpieces take planning. 

The food truck offerings can be similarly modified to meet 
dietary restrictions, and as someone who dabbles in vegetari-
anism, I like to try vegetarian and vegan offerings frequently. 
The plant-based “chicken” sandwich from Picnic delivers the 
classic flavors of a fried chicken sandwich, but the protein is a 
slab of lightly breaded tofu. The pickles are so sweet and sour, 
the paprika aioli is so creamy, and the bun is so pillowy that 
even Mr. She Ate (a devoted carnivore) said he would be hap-
py to have this sandwich in place of the chicken version. He 
chose the Smash Burger and we shared an order of garlic herb 
fries, which are crispy and well-seasoned. His burger was juicy and smelled 
incredible. 

The following week, we placed an order to-go at Ozone Fire Food (ozonesbre-
whouse.com/fire-food), a new place for me. I was truly blown away by how de-
licious everything was. I had a grilled cheese with added prosciutto. The bread 
was hearty and crusty — nothing like the mealy, garbage Texas toast most places 
use. The cheese was thickly melted and flecked with herbs. A layer of prosciutto 
was nestled inside. The sandwich was so large and filling that I didn’t finish it, 
although that was in favor of sam-
pling everyone else’s dinner. Mr. She 
Ate had the Reuben. The corned 
beef was thickly sliced and the tex-
ture of the grilled rye bread was per-
fect. His garlic fries were my favor-
ite: salty, seasoned and crispy. My 
sweet potato fries, which I typically 
love, were fatally over-seasoned and 
a bit overdone.  

The Babies She Ate happily 
shared a cheese pizza. The 4-year-
old with the world’s most discerning 
palate chowed down three entire 
slices. Unheard of. I shared one with 
the baby and understood the infat-
uation. I can’t wait to try the honey 
and spice version on our return to 
Ozone’s.  

Our final stop was Eato Chef 
(eatochef.square.site), in Horrock’s 
beer garden. It was magnificent. 
Rife with picnic tables and lush 
flower baskets, live music and a 
manmade pond, you can order piz-
za and have snacks from inside the store or order from the food truck, via the 
above-mentioned Eato Chef. Mr. She Ate tried the pad Thai, which satisfied his 
craving but wasn’t remarkable. The vegetables in his dish were super fresh, the 
sauce appropriately flavorful and the helping was massive.  

I tried the sausage dish, which was flavored lightly with ginger. It came with 
a heaping serving of white rice, cabbage and cucumber salad, and flash-fried 
green beans. Again, satisfying but unremarkable. Eato Chef offers a great op-
tion if you’re enjoying the beer garden and aren’t in a pizza mood, but I’m in-
clined to grab items from the salad bar inside instead.  

 

By BRYAN BEVERLY
Lansing’s food truck scene has many gears but has also had some 

fits and starts. A few years ago, the corner of Saginaw and Cedar 
attempted to create a pod of food trucks, where feasters could rev up 
their taste buds with a variety of choices.  

The pod idea has taken root in many culinary destinations like Port-
land, Oregon, and Austin, Texas. Later, building on the initial food 
truck interest, the Meridian Mall hosted Food Truck Rallies, bringing 
together the best mobile kitchens in the state and beyond.  

The desire for unique flavors in portable bites has no doubt captured the local pal-
ette, but locating these tasty treasures can be an odyssey in futility. It all depends on 

how clearly stated a food truck’s schedule is or what stroke of pure luck 
you’re rolling with.  

What’s really good 
I love Brussels sprouts, as I’ve shared before. This month I found two 

strong efforts with similar preparations at different trucks. Both Picnic 
Food Truck (517picnic.com) and Ozone Fire Food (ozonebrewhouse.
com) serve sprouts roasted with a generous dosing of garlic-kissed ol-
ive oil and pomegranate seeds. The former adds crumbled goat cheese 
while the latter finishes them with a dollop of goat cheese crème. A 
veritable tie. My bonus visit was another Horrock’s spot: Atomic Tacos 
(facebook.com/jdsatomictacosfoodtruck). Their quesadillas are a per-

fect vehicle for the smoky and sweet pulled pork, although the birria tacos with beef 
consommé didn’t rev the engine like some of the other iterations around town. Eato 
Chef, (eatochef.square.site), also at Horrock’s, was my final destination. Its crunchy 
spring rolls with glass noodles, taro, carrots and green onions have a sweet-and-sour 
sauce that purrs. 

What’s fantastic 
The olive burger and smoked meatball hoagie at Ozone are excellent. This cheesy 

olive burger had sliced olives in a very yummy red mayo-based sauce. It was cooked 
nicely, but the bun-to-meat ratio skewed 
a bit too bready. The smoked meatballs 
were tasty and weren’t overpowered by ei-
ther smoke or garlic, meshing quite nice-
ly — especially with the house red pasta 
sauce, Bellissima. Atomic’s walking street 
corn, served in a cup, is a fiesta of flavor. 
Roasted corn, crème Fraiche, peppers and 
cilantro had my wife and me racing for the 
last bite. The house-made ginger sausage 
and sticky rice at Eato were also superb. 
Served with green beans, cabbage and ci-
lantro, this Thai combo is a road map to 
the corner of fresh and tasty. Picnic’s gar-
lic herb fries are the embodiment of guilty 
pleasure. Golden, crisp and sinfully uma-
mi, I needed help eating the whole basket.  

Best bite 
This month was easily the hardest “best 

bite” to decide. Several of the bites above 
also vied for the top spot. I ended up with 
a three-way tie. The mac and cheese with 
smoked chicken and bacon at Ozone is 
a 0-60 mph journey to Comfort Town — 
only it’s been gentrified in a good way. Fla-

vored with garlic, Sage of Ale beer (yum!) and multiple cheeses, I already need anoth-
er bowl. Also from Ozone, the buffalo chicken sandwich, with buttered Texas Toast, 
pickled red onions (and a blue cheese sauce) had a crispy chicken breast slathered in a 
magical garlic hot sauce.  

Ozone is going way above the speed limit here, so be prepared to get messy. Last but 
certainly not least on the scrumptious-meter is the Pad Thai at Eato. Holy smokes, it’s 
good. I knew I was sharing with some lightweights, so I only ordered the spice level at a 
two. It was good, but kicking it into 4th or 5th gear might be amazing. The chicken, rice 
noodles and peanut sauce paired with a squeeze of lime took my taste buds into overdrive. 
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27
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By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com
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By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style classics 
and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got the 
classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, like 
frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

AppeAppetizerstizers WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? 
CALL 517-999-5064

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

By ARI LEVAUX 
When I visit family in the Boston 

area, I’ll do some eating, to put it mildly. 
The way a hungry coyote finds time for 
a wounded rabbit, I’ll make time for the 
farmers markets to see what’s in season. 
I’ll visit the old-world markets for dol-
mas, hummus and Aleppo peppers. I’ll 
carve out a block to discover a bowl of 
duck soup at a new pho joint in the next 

that has served me well upon my return. 
Meanwhile, I’ve added some new plants 
to my list of local flora. Most of these 
plants have edible parts, thanks to an 
old lady I met in the bushes. 

I was walking along a bike path that 
had recently replaced an old set of train 
tracks. When I called out to her with a 
question about it being early for black-
berries, she regarded me with a skepti-
cal side-eye. Her accent was German or 
Swiss or Austrian (I imagined some-
where in the alps) as she reluctantly ex-
plained that these are black raspberries. 
I held out my phone with a picture of 
a haul of wild morels that a friend had 
harvested and was like, “This is what we 
forage in Montana.” 

Amazingly, my bragging had the de-
sired effect. She recognized me as a 
member of the foraging tribe and thus 
deserved a chance. 

“There’s a mulberry tree down the 
path on the left, right before it gets sun-
ny,” she said. I walked until I saw purple 
stains on the sidewalk, then looked up 
at a canopy of dangling juice bombs. 
The tree was growing out of a seam be-
tween the asphalt parking lot and a re-
taining wall and had partially absorbed 
a chain-link fence in its trunk. The fruit 
resembles elongated blackberries — 
very sweet, juicy and so ripe I had to 
pick them with two fingers at once or 
risk knocking them off. 

I saw her leave the black raspberry 
patch and so I decided to give it a try, 
but she had completely cleaned it out. 
I headed home, wondering if she was 
gone. Suddenly, she called out from be-

neath another tree, 
this one sporting 
blueberry-like orbs at 
the end of long stems. 
“Juneberries,” she said 
with her thick accent. 

My forager friend 
had shown me enough 
food along a 200-yard 
stretch of bike path to 
practically feed my-
self. Alas, she was wise to be suspicious of 
me, as I returned a few days later, recep-
tacle in hand. On that day, it was I who 
cleaned out the black raspberries. The 
Juneberries, in turn, had been cleaned 
out by the birds — every last one, even 
from the flimsy top.  But the mulberries 
were as abundant as ever. 

As I strode that self-serve berry buf-
fet, I took note of the conditions that 
had produced it. Disturbed habitat 
alongside the bike path, close to water, 
partial shade. Armed with this infor-
mation, I was able to find more berries 
elsewhere in my travels. 

As a youngster I had flown the coop 
before bonding with my home land-
scape the way that I now know such a 
bond can happen. Instead, I bonded 
with Montana. In the process of hunt-
ing large mammals and foraging for 
huckleberries and gooseberries and wild 
mushrooms, I learned how to read land-
scapes. Now I passively note things like: 
how a watershed drains, where north is, 
what kind of trees make up a particular 
forest, what the animal tracks look like, 
and what the hoots and howls sound 
like. In the process of becoming a native 
to Montana, I learned how to under-
stand Massachusetts. 

On the way back to my mom’s house 
with my berries, I stopped at the dolma 
store for yogurt, cream and labneh — a 
kind of extra-thick yogurt that’s like solid 

“cream on top.” The 
store didn’t stock any 
oats or granola, but 
I found a box of “pe-
tit-beurre,” a type of 
vanilla cookie from 
Nantes, France.  And 
I bought a carton of 
fresh strawberries 
from a local farm, as 
perfectly ripe as those 

mulberries. 
Whether foraged in the hills or at 

the market or grown in your backyard, 
strawberries belong in this parfait. 
Along with the vanilla cookies, they help 
push it over the edge into shortcake ter-
ritory, which is a good place to be. 

Boston Berry Parfait 
Any mix of berries will work, but 

they should include strawberries. If you 
can’t find labneh, substitute a full cup of 
Greek yogurt. 

4 servings 
1/2 cup labneh 
1 cup Yogurt 
1/2 cup heavy cream 
1 tablespoon maple syrup 
4 cups berries 
1 packet of petit-beurre cookies 
Wash, stem, trim and prepare your 

berries for consumption. Allow them to 
air dry. 

Mix the yogurt, cream and syrup until 
totally smooth. Place a spoonful in the 
bottom of each parfait glass. Layer in 
berries, yogurt mixture and cookies, so 
that everything is touching the yogurt 
and the fruit is pressed against the glass. 
Finish with a bunch of berries on top. 
Let it sit for 30 minutes for the cookies 
to soften, and serve. 

Alternatively, top a bowl of yogurt 
mixture with mixed berries, and scoop it 
out with the cookies like chips and salsa.

Courtesy photo 

Parfait berry shortcake 

Foraging for a fresh parfait berry shortcake 
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE INFOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5SUNDAY NOON TO 5

town over and drive to Fall River for 
Portuguese seafood. But the sweetest 
discovery of all has been learning how 
to make a Boston Berry Parfait. 

When I left this region for college, 
never to return for more than a visit, my 
naturalist skills had reached the point 
where I could avoid poison ivy, a skill 
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CANNABIS CO.

WITH US
ORDER ONLINE AT LIVCANNABIS.COM

Marijuana is legal in Michigan, but prohibited under federal law. Must be 21. Keep out of reach of children. 
It is illegal to drive a motor vehicle while under the influence of marijuana. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222.

LIVCannaCo
Medical / Recreational

Curbside Pick Up
CBD & Glass Shop

NEXT TIME YOU SHOP ONLINE TO 
RECEIVE 20% OFF YOUR 

CURBSIDE PICK UP ORDER
*Deals Cannot Be Stacked  *Offer Valid For Lansing Location Only

*Online Only *Expires August 1st

USE CODE
PULSE

2 For $20 
Wana Classic Gummies 

Mix & Match
*Excludes Wana Quick

 $15 8ths
*In Store Only *Deals Cannot Be Stacked 

*Offer Valid For Lansing Location Only  *Expires July 25th


