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CATA is an equal opportunity employer. Applicants must present 
a clean driving record when applicable, pass a drug and alcohol 
screening, physical and background check.

CATA is seeking bus 
operators and mechanics.

Apply today at cata.org/drive.

@rideCATA

•  $2,500 for Operators.

•  $5,000 for Mechanics 1.

JOB FAIR 
SEPT. 15, 2022
Frandor Shopping Center 
in the former Sears building

3131 E. Michigan Ave. 
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Look to 
the road 
for your 
dream 
career!

Signing bonus:

•  $17.50/hour for Operators.

•  $30.75/hour for Mechanics 1.

Starting wage:
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For more info, tickets and venues:

Complete Fall 2022 Concert Schedule 
9/16/22 Evie Ladin & Keith Terry
9/23/22 From Scotland, Old Blind Dogs
9/30/22 Vance Gilbert
10/07/22 Joel Mabus 
10/14/22 Kitty Donohoe
10/21/22 Stella! and The Lesser Halves 
10/28/22 May Erlewine
11/04/22 John McCutcheon
11/12/22 (Sat.) Nervous but Excited -10-Year Reunion 
 Featuring Kate Peterson and Sarah Cleaver 
 Co-produced w/ Women in the Arts Festival 
 Edgewood United Church, 6:30pm
11/16/22 (Wed.) David Roth at The Robin Theatre  
 Special Engagement: Limited Seating
11/18/22 Windborne: Alternative Holiday Sale Concert 
12/02/22 Full Cord - Telluride Bluegrass Winners
12/09/22 Holiday Sing, hosted by Sally Potter with  
 Doug Austin, Doug Berch and Ruelaine Stokes
12/16/22 OCEAN Celtic Quartet - Songs of Solstice

Selected Winter/ Spring Concerts
1/27/23	 Damn	Tall	Buildings  

2/10/23	 From	Scotland,	Tannahill	Weavers 
3/03/23	 Matt	Watroba	and	Anne	Hills 
3/10/23 Deidre McCalla
3/16/23 From Ireland, Karan Casey Trio
3/24/23 Violet Bell
3/31/23 Jake Blount / Nic Gareiss / Laurel Premo 
4/05/23 (Wed.) ‘Performer’s Workshop’ - James Keelaghan 
4/06/23 (Thurs.) James Keelaghan at The Robin Theatre
4/21/23 April Verch and Cody Walters 
4/28/23 Katie Dahl

           Bringing the best of  

Folk, Roots & Dance 
             to the Greater Lansing Area  since 1975  

Old Blind Dogs

Nervous but Excited

Damn Tall Buildings  

James Keelaghan

48 th 
Season!

 ----  The 19th Mid-Winter Singing Festival ----
Friday & Saturday, February 3-4, 2023

Friday Community Sing:  
Lea Gilmore, Mark Dvorak and Joel Mabus, Song Leaders
Saturday: Children´s Concert, Workshops, Afternoon Sing

---- www.singingfestival.com ----

John McCutcheon

Violet Bell

Evie Ladin & Keith Terry

Full Cord

Jake Blount / Nic Gareiss / 
 Laurel Premo

May Erlewine

Stella! and The Lesser 
Halves

Deidre McCalla

tenpoundfiddle.org
Katie Dahl

Location:  
University United Methodist Church*  

1120 S Harrison Rd., East Lansing
Concerts on Friday at 7:30 pm*

*Unless otherwise noted

Tickets, Contra Dance, Fiddle Scout info  
&	more	@	tenpoundfiddle.org

New 
Showroom 

in Frandor!

Our technicians are all licensed 
and factory trained.

Call or stop in today!

440 Frandor Ave., Lansing 
517.393.1102
lanesrepair.com

A Better Local 
way to shop appliances.
Financing available for Everyone  

2529 E. Mt. Hope Ave.
Lansing

One mile east of Pennsylvania 
on Mt. Hope

(517) 482-6266
mthopemonument.com

MT. HOPE 
MONUMENT

LORRI 
MILLER

“The Granite Lady”
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

City seeks $5 million City seeks $5 million 
RAP grant from state RAP grant from state 

If all goes as planned, Lansing’s 
2022-‘23 arts calendar will bring the 

first act of a multi-mil-
lion-dollar, real-world 
production, decades in 

the making: the groundbreaking of 
a new downtown performing arts 
center. 

The project team is still pushing 
for a groundbreaking in spring 2023, 
or possibly sooner, with opening day 
set for fall 2024, Dominic Cochran, 
director of the Lansing Public Media 
Center and co-director of the Capital 
City Film Festival, said last week. 

Mayor Andy Schor announced 
plans Feb. 1 to build a box-style con-
cert venue that would hold 1,400 
seats or 2,000 standing concertgoers 
and fill a mid-sized hole in the local 
arts and entertainment market, draw-
ing national rock, country, hip-hop, 
comedy and other attractions that now 
skip Lansing to play in Detroit or Grand 
Rapids. It would also be the perma-
nent home of the Lansing Public Media 
Center, and, possibly, All of the Above 
Hip-Hop Academy and the Lansing Art 
Gallery. 

The facility would also fill a physical 
gap on the south edge of downtown — a 
mostly vacant lot at the corner of Wash-
ington Avenue and Lenawee Street. 

So far, the only show going on at the 
Ovation — which Cochran described as 
a “placeholder name” for the facility — 
is the finance dance, but it appears to be 
headed for a soft landing. 

The facility is expected to cost $17 mil-
lion (for just the performing arts center) 
to $27 million, if 68 income-generating 
apartments are included in the design, 
in the manner of the Allen Neighbor-
hood Center’s new Allen Place complex.  

The financial package that activat-
ed the project in February is still in the 
bag: $2 million in dedicated state fund-
ing and an additional $8 million in up-
front revenue from the bonding of pub-
lic, educational and government access 
(PEG) Comcast cable fees. 

Since then, the city has also applied 
for $5 million in federal Revitalization 

Courtesy 

A rendering of the proposed downtown Lansing performing arts center. 

Lansing’s planned performing arts center does finance dance  

and Placemaking, or RAP grants, for 
the performing arts center. The RAP 
program is funneling $100 million in 
American Rescue Plan money to Mich-
igan for a range of purposes, including 
“permanent place-based infrastruc-
ture associated with traditional down-
towns.” The grant awardees will be 
announced by the Michigan Economic 
Development Corp., which is adminis-
tering the program, at the end of Sep-
tember. 

The final act in the finance dance — 
the pirouette of the private donors — is 
already underway, according to Cait-
lin O’Rourke, vice president of Capitol 
Fundraising Associates, which the city 
has retained to find the money. O’Ro-
urke’s firm has identified $5 million 
in potential donor funds, and she said 
several commitments have already been 
made. 

“We’re confident we’ll surpass $5 mil-
lion,” O’Rourke said. “After the initial an-
nouncement, we’ve found that people are 
very, very excited about having live music 
in Lansing. People are reaching out to 
contribute.” O’Rourke said the fundrais-
ing plan calls for “all commitments in” 
by the end of 2023. Many levels of fund-
ing, for corporations and individuals, are 
available, some of them sweetened by 
VIP perks and naming opportunities, in-
cluding the name of the facility. 

Cochran said that if housing isn’t in-
cluded, the center could be built with-
out incurring debt, with the help of the 
RAP grant and/or private donations. 
Including housing in the budget would 
push the cost well over $20 million and 
require a bank loan, but it would also 
“put the whole project in a very strong 
financial position,” he added. 

Even without housing, Cochran pre-
dicted that the facility would be “fi-
nancially self-sustaining,” with reve-
nue from a planned rooftop bistro and 
restaurant supplementing box office 
take and concessions. 

Over the summer, the city has been 
working with an architect to develop a 
more detailed and comprehensive design. 

“We’re researching specific sound 
and lighting components and refining 
how traffic will flow through the build-
ing, how the Media Center will fit with 
the income-producing components,” 
he said. “It doesn’t sound that sexy on 
the surface, but we’re getting closer to 
knowing how the building will function 
day to day.” 

Ozay Moore of All of the Above Hip-
Hop Academy and Michelle Carlson, 
acting director of the Lansing Art Gal-
lery, said their organizations have not 
decided whether to join the project. 

Carlson said the Lansing Art Gallery 
is “supportive of the project and the po-

Update 

tential it has,” but “the board is not 
ready to make any decisions at this 
point.” 

“It’s a big project, so I don’t blame 
them for saying ‘Where do we sign?’” 
Cochran said. “There are a lot of 
moving parts.” 

Over the spring and summer, the 
Lansing project team has been com-
paring notes with the staff of a sim-
ilar venue, Old Forester’s Paristown 
Hall in Louisville, Kentucky. The 
box-style hall opened in July 2019, 
holds about 2,000 standing con-
cert-goers and bills itself as “a per-
forming arts facility with the energy 
of a nightclub.” 

O’Rourke and Schor walked 
through the empty facility one af-
ternoon in May, when Schor was in 
Louisville for a mayor’s conference. 
The next evening, O’Rourke went to 
a wild concert headlined by metal-
core band Devil Wears Prada and 

punk band Beartooth. 
O’Rourke said the facilities are “sim-

ilar,” but she noted several significant 
differences. In Louisville, where the 
weather is friendlier year round, tickets 
are taken at the door, while the proposed 
design for Lansing’s center includes a 
lobby. Lansing’s proposed center also 
has larger backstage and green room 
spaces for the artists. 

However, the two facilities are much 
alike in scale, overall vibe and target 
markets. 

“We’re affectionately calling them our 
sister venue now,” Cochran said. “They 
had to get it done inexpensively, but 
they didn’t want to build a box that had 
no soul, and they did a really nice job.” 

O’Rourke picked up fundraising tips 
from the Paristown staff and took note 
of small flourishes like “RockStar Bour-
bon,” barreled by Old Forester and made 
available only as a gift to performers at 
Paristown Hall. 

But what impressed her most was the 
diversity of the audience. 

“Even though the concert I went to 
was pretty heavy rock, the range of age 
groups, the people who were there and 
enjoying it, was all across the board, and 
that made me even more excited about 
building the Ovation,” she said.  

- LAWRENCE COSENTINO
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It would be the only fixed stage 
built in a Lansing city park. It 
would mean weekly summer con-
certs would be the norm, instead of 
just once during the summer on a 
traveling stage if Walnut Neighbor-
hood residents are lucky. 

Diane Sanborn, a Lansing real 
estate agent, also the proprietor of 
Cozy Koi Bed & Breakfast, has pur-
sued a vision for Durant Park – her 
neighborhood park – for more than 
two years. The park runs along Sag-
inaw Street between Washington 
and Capitol avenues. 

Sanborn chairs the Friends group 
and serves as its treasurer.  She lives 
one block from the park and goes on 
twice-daily walks there. All in all, 
her involvement with the park dates 
back more than a decade. 

Sanborn and friends have cor-
ralled $40,000 of the $60,000 
cost of the structure, which would 
measure 16 feet by 24 feet when com-
pleted. All that’s left is to come up with 
$10,000 by Sept. 26. If successful, those 
dollars would be matched by the Michi-
gan Economic Development Corp. 

Fundraising for Durant Park stage still needs a boost 

Among that $40,000 are gifts from 
the city of Lansing, Lansing Rotary and 
Consumers Energy. 

With all the needed funds in, Sanborn 
and friends could get to building. Fund-
raising is slow going so far, though, with 

a paltry $100 pledged in the campaign’s 
(patronicity.com/stage) in the first nine 
days. 

Sanborn is confident people will re-
spond, especially as they think about 
who will use the space. 

“It will be available for anyone to use 
as long as someone else isn’t using it,” 
she said. 

Lillian Werbin, co-owner and presi-
dent of Elderly Instruments, also sits on 
the board of the Old Town Commercial 
Association. Between those responsibil-
ities, Werbin said she is both in touch 
with and knows a large group of people 
who bring events and people to Lansing. 

“The more venues available, the bet-
ter,” she said. 

While Elderly Instruments puts on 
regular in-house concerts, Werbin ac-
knowledged showroom space is limited, 
especially when there are instruments 
on the walls. 

“You can’t pack it to the brim,” she 
continued. Out of doors, where capacity 
is less of an issue, looks pretty good. 

“It would be nice to have something 
down the street to use,” Werbin said. 
Durant Park is just a mile from Elderly’s 

“I'm sorry sir, but just one more thing. If 
the top secret documents were planted by 
the FBI, how were you able to declassify 
them?”

home on Washington. 
The acoustic music scene, both lo-

cally and statewide, remains rich and 
vibrant with frequent concerts and fes-
tivals. 

“Michigan is a really good place for 
music, Werbin said. “That’s another rea-
son this stage is a good idea.” 

The proposed site for the stage has its 
own draw. 

Durant Park, marked by a distinctive 
arch built in 1924 at the corner of Wash-
ington and Saginaw, is one of Lansing’s 
oldest. Automobile pioneer William C. 
Durant, a co-founder of General Mo-
tors, gave the land to the city for the 
park in 1921, and a Michigan historic 
marker in the park indicates its signif-
icance. 

Getting the stage built would be one 
way for the community to celebrate the 
park’s centennial, albeit a year late. Al-
though those festivities might pale in 
comparison to the original gift, which 
the city of Lansing observed by shutting 
down for a day and throwing Durant a 
parade. 

The Friends of Durant Park group 

Dawn Parker for City Pulse 

Diane Sanborn and Friends of Durant Park 
board members Paul Pratt (left) and David 
Palme hope to raise $10,000 this month 
to build a permanent stage in the Lansing 
park. 

See Park, Page 7
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding  

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
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ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
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allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
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cones, ramps and bridges.
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courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.
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Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

Lansing police are 
trying to determine 
what a 38-year-old 
man was doing on the 
train tracks when he 
was struck and killed 
Friday. The crash took 
place near the crossing 
at South Holmes Street 

and Interstate 496. Alcohol may have played a role, police in-
vestigators told the Lansing State Journal. The South Holmes 
crossing was blocked for two hours following the incident. 

Mid-Michigan shoppers and din-
ers who enjoy visiting Lansing’s Old 
Town and the downtown area on Fri-
days to take advantage of free park-
ing got a gift with an extension of the 
perk through the remainder of 2022. 
According to the Lansing State Journal, 
the program provides two hours of com-
plimentary on-street metered parking 
in both areas of the city. Free parking on 
Fridays may have meant the city’s coffers have taken a hit, but 
the loss is far outweighed by its popularity with both small 
businesses and visitors to the area. 

Michigan State University police reported a shot fired 
in downtown East Lansing following the Spartan football 
team’s 35-13 season-opening win over visiting West-
ern Michigan. The shot was allegedly fired into the air near 
the intersection of Charles Street and Albert Avenue. There 
were no injuries reported, according to MSUPD. Anyone with 
information about the incident should call the East Lansing 
Police Department at (517) 351-4220. 

East Lansing police are searching for the culprits in an 
attack with bottles and other items that injured two of its 
officers. WLNS-TV6 reported the incident took place in the 
early hours Saturday in the 300 block of Grove Street. Those 
involved were carrying open containers of alcohol and were 
running afoul of the city’s noise ordinance.  One of the officers 
was hit in the head by a bottle, and both officers were struck 
by other items like water and liquor bottles. One of the offi-
cers was checked out for a possible concussion and the other 
for a broken thumb. ELPD said it’s still looking for anyone 
involved. Anyone who knows anything about this incident 
should call the ELPD at (517) 351-4220. 

While Belinda Fitzpatrick 
has most of her chickens 
back, it’s the ones she didn’t 
get back that she misses the 
most. A story in the Lansing 
State Journal details the or-
deal the Lansing resident has 
had to go through to get back 
her fowl friends, taken by Ingham County Animal Control 
in September 2021.Among the six who didn’t survive was 
Tap-Tap, a rooster who could awaken her if her blood sugar 
dropped dangerously low and who sounded her monitor. 

Lansing Township won a round in court 
Tuesday when Ingham County Circuit 
Judge Clinton Canady III ruled against a 
ballot proposal to allow the city of Lan-
sing to annex the township’s portion of 
Groesbeck. Lansing Mayor Andy Schor said 
the city will appeal. To be on the Nov. 8 bal-
lot, the ruling must be overturned by Friday.            
See www.lansingcitypulse.com for the details.
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding  

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.
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Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

BY DAWN PARKER

Park
from page 6

The last Eye for Design (below) 
was identified by Janet Pendleton. 
The ornate tablature above a win-
dow is one of the many cool features 
of the Estes-Leadley Funeral Home 
in downtown Lansing. Also note-
worthy is its pale-brick exterior and 
an original tile mosaic that appears 
to take the place of former windows. 

This week’s Eye for Design 
(above) was built over 130 years 
ago. If you know which building it 
is, send an email to knarianj@mail.
lcc.edu and you could win an Eye 
for Design mug! 
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Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Mixed Use Planned Unit Development #22-19024
(Village of Okemos, LLC)

Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the Director of the Department of Community Planning and 
Development of the Charter Township of Meridian will hold a public hearing on Tuesday 
September 27, 2022 at 3:00 p.m. in the Meridian Municipal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 
Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 (phone 517-853-4560) to hear all persons interested in a 
request from Village of Okemos, LLC to amend the mixed use planned unit development 
approval for the Village of Okemos project.

The developer is proposing to reduce the amount of commercial space in the project by 
6,874 square feet, add 6 residential units, and add two parking structures. Overall, 206 total 
residential units and a maximum of 26,399 square feet of commercial space are proposed 
in the two buildings, located along Hamilton Road and Ardmore Avenue. The approximate 
3.99-acre project site is zoned C-2, Commercial, and is located on the north and south side 
of Hamilton Road, west of Okemos Road. The following parcels are included in the project: 
21-405-008, 21-405-009, 21-405-005, 21-405-010, 21-409-001, 21-409-002, 21-409-003, 
21-409-004, 21-409-008, 21-409-006, and 21-409-009.

Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday and on the Township website at https://www.meridian.
mi.us/government/at-your-fingertips/current-applications-before-meridian-township. Written 
comments may be sent prior to the public hearing to Brian J. Shorkey, AICP, Senior Planner, 
Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by email to 
shorkey@meridian.mi.us.
     Deborah Guthrie
     Township Clerk                      CP#22-198

has worked diligently to obtain grants 
toward the project’s cost and had hoped 
to stage a big centennial celebration of 
the park in 2021. 

“We got a little bogged down with the 
pandemic,” Sanborn said. The group’s 
goal had been to finish the stage in time 
to put on a delayed celebration this 
summer, but that was not to be. 

The stage will be oriented toward the 
back of the park, so that the sound from 
any performance will carry toward the 
playground area. The structure will, of 
course, have electricity for lights and 
sound. 

“People can either sit in a sunny area 
or a shaded area right in front the stage 
or be with their children on the play-
ground and still hear what’s going on 
because the sound will carry,” Sanborn 
said. 

“Provided they have good enough 

speakers, of course!” 
The group had the confidence to hire 

an architect, have a model made and 
have plans approved by the city, all of 
which has been done. 

“All we need is the money. If you build 
it, they will come,” she said with a laugh. 

The park may be christened next year 
with a very special event, a taco-relat-
ed sampling. If it takes, it may be the 
successor to Lansing Board of Water & 
Light’s Chili Cookoff. 

Durant Park would host bands – on 
the stage, of course – along with a food 
tent, a VIP tent and food trucks on the 
park’s perimeter. 

Using the stage for such an event, 
Sanborn said, would “(bring) more peo-
ple to the park, to know the history of 
it, and Billy Durant and what he did for 
Lansing.” 

- DAWN PARKER 
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We at City Pulse are continually impressed by the com-
munity of creative individuals that surrounds us. We feel 
nothing short of pride as we cover your wins and losses, op-
portunities and accomplishments, and all the work that is 
yet to be done. 

If you’ve been in this arts community for any amount of 
time you will notice that it feels, well, close. Not exactly small, 
but you get to know the names and faces pretty quickly. In a 
city of our size, it’s easy for one person to make an enormous 
impact in a short time. It’s also very difficult when that per-
son is lost to our community. We want to recognize and hon-
or the late Brandon Navin, whose contributions through the 
Artists Umbrella were only just get-
ting started. In a State News article 
earlier this year, Navin described 
Lansing’s artistic community as 
unendingly creative, a “bottomless 
wealth” of talent. We couldn’t agree 
more, and so we dedicate this issue 
to him in certainty that his quest for 
connection and beauty will live on.  

What does it mean to be an artist 
in Lansing? Who gets to use that 
word to describe themselves? As 
recently reported in City Pulse, the 
Lansing theater community con-
tinues to work through important 
conversations about equity and representation. The MSU 
Broad Museum of Art is launching an exhibit that will ques-
tion the very nature of public art, which can range from a 
community mural to an abstract symbol (of what, exactly? 
and for whom?). The Lansing Art Gallery’s current exhibit 
features an artist whose work com-
ments on the “efforts of minority 
groups to remain.” The Robin The-
atre will welcome an impressive, 
thoughtfully curated array of travel-
ers, scholars, comedians and poets 
over the next few months.  

We wholly support the efforts of 
individuals who use their platform 
to advance equity in the arts. Keep participating, keep cri-
tiquing, and don’t give up. When you push for racial justice 
and push back on male chauvinism in the arts, you are trans-
forming our entire city, even if sometimes you can’t see that 
because your head is down, deep in the work.  

Please realize that whatever kind of art you do, whether 
you are a musician, a booker, a painter, an instructor, a danc-
er, an organizer, or a promoter — you are part of an ecosys-
tem that adds up to our shared culture. The arts do so much 
more than drive our economy, as those who must appeal 
to those in power sometimes say. The arts are our culture, 
and what the arts do, so culture follows. This is why the true 

meaning of a Lansing artist is a person who won’t settle for 
anything less than radical equity, justice, inclusivity, a beau-
tiful goal that might even be fun to work toward together. 
We have exceedingly high hopes. 

A Lansing artist is, generally, not someone who works 
in the arts full time. For most, it means spending the time 
you have after work, then after caregiving, in order to make 
something creative. That act alone is radical and powerful, 
and you are heroic just for doing that. From there, it might 
mean pursuing the funding opportunities available to artists 
through the Arts Council of Greater Lansing. To be an artist 
may mean entering a competition, mounting a show, taking 

a class, or starting a side hustle.  
We hope it also means finding 

your community of like-minded 
creatives. This will mean friction, 
tension and sometimes a little dra-
ma:  the things that make the arts 
great and the things that make rela-
tionships hard. Community means 
compromise, which initially comes 
as a surprise. As we get more into 
our communities, then the choices 
around how and when to compro-
mise become one of the sincerest 
joys of our creative life.  

What is the value of this profound 
exploration of our shared lives passingly referred to as “the 
arts”? You only need to look at the cultural wars taking place 
all over this country to understand how literature, art, mov-
ies and theater threaten a deeply sad, unimaginative and of-
ten affluent few who are determined to bend the world to 

their pale vision of order and obedi-
ence. And for those of us who can af-
ford to fight back with our financial 
power, it is always the right thing to 
support individual artists and the in-
stitutions that aggressively advance 
creativity, equity and joy.  

Eli Broad, for whom the campus 
museum is named, liked to quote 

Andrew Carnegie by saying, “He who dies with wealth dies in 
shame.” No one more exemplifies this ethos than Lansing’s 
own late Jack Davis, who died two years ago. Together with 
his wife, Sue, Davis was a powerhouse Lansing champion 
and a tremendous financial supporter of the arts. Their spir-
it of collaboration, advocacy and generosity will change our 
city for years to come. So, again, we want to put in our bid 
for naming Lansing’s proposed performing arts center, cur-
rently referred to as the Ovation, the Davis Center. Publicly 
celebrating their legacy will undoubtedly inspire another 
generation of philanthropists to give now.  

Enjoy the Arts Issue. 

Welcome to the Arts Issue 

Have something to say about a local issue or an item that appeared in our pages? 
Now you have two ways to sound off:
 1.) Write a letter to the editor.  • E-mail: letters@ lansingcitypulse.com  • Snail mail: City Pulse, 1905 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48912  
• Fax: (517) 371-5800  • At lansingcitypulse.com

 2.) Write a guest column. Contact Berl Schwartz for more information: publisher@lansingcitypulse.com or (517) 999-5061. (Please include your 
name, address and telephone number so we can reach you. Keep letters to 250 words or fewer. City Pulse reserves the right to edit letters and 
columns.)
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Lansing Board of Water & Light 
general manager Dick Peffley is start-
ing to have some real problems on his 
hands, even though he refuses to look 
down and acknowledge that he’s still 
holding them.

State environmental records 
released in January revealed that 
Peffley has known for nearly two 
years about dangerous chemical 
contamination leaking from the large 
toxic coal ash ponds that surround 
the Erickson Power Station in Delta 
Township — which for decades may 
have also poisoned nearby drinking 
water supplies feeding private wells 
and municipal systems.

High levels of lithium, boron, TDS 
and molybdenum have been leaching 
from the three ponds since 2020 and 
still neither BWL nor state regulators 
knows how long the problem has 
existed — though the plant, which is 
off Canal Road in Eaton County, has 
operated the ponds since 1974. 

When City Pulse broke that news, 
Peffley and his PR team quickly 
jumped into action — except the 
damage control wasn’t centered on 
assessing environmental and public 
health risks. Instead, it was about 
protecting BWL’s public image.

And that’s simply not the type 
of leadership we need at a publicly 
owned utility company. 

In a January op-ed, Peffley attacked 
City Pulse’s credibility for sounding 
the alarm about the potential for con-
taminated groundwater and drink-
ing water supplies — even outright 
denying that drinking water could 
be contaminated despite experts 
who have suggested otherwise. The 
experts similarly poured cold water 
on BWL’s latest contention that the 
pollution is occurring naturally 

Groundwater feeds drinking water 
supplies. At best, it was unclear then 
whether contaminated groundwater 
was reaching drinking water drawn 
by wells. Meanwhile, utility docu-
ments didn’t show any plans to test 
drinking water and BWL spokes-
woman Amy Adamy was too busy 

building a media firewall around 
Peffley and other top executives 
to answer our questions. She has 
learned well from longtime Lansing 
public relations practitioner Steve 
Serkaian, executive director of public 
affairs at BWL and a holdover from 
the Bernero days.

Instead of an interview, Peffley 
responded only in a polished op-ed 
in which he repeatedly questioned 
assessments from environmental ex-
perts and insisted that drinking water 
is safe and that BWL’s water supplies 
continue to “meet or exceed” all reg-
ulatory safety 
standards.

While tech-
nically true, 
his statements 
completely 
ignored the 
potential for contamination at dozens 
of private wells that provide drinking 
water for hundreds of people near 
Erickson. His statements also didn’t 
offer much acknowledgement that 
a problem even existed, much less 
explain why BWL officials seemed 
to have alerted nobody of the public 
health concerns.

About a month later, without hav-
ing directly addressed any problems, 
the PR campaign continued with the 
announcement that BWL had “proac-

tively” tested six drinking wells in the 
area. It was a sweetheart move for a 
utility company caught in the midst 
of a possible cover up.

Except, it wasn’t. BWL wasn’t pro-
actively doing anything.

The company, instead, had actually 
been ordered by state regulators to 
get a handle on the pollution situa-
tion. Moreover, those reactive results 
spelled out some really bad news: 

BWL only tested six wells. And all of 
them came back for potentially dan-
gerously high levels of boron.

That’s a six for six, Dick. 
Michigan doesn’t set health limits 

on boron in drinking water, though 
groundwater limits of 0.5 mg/L are 

in place. EPA 
also has an 
unenforceable 
“advisory” lim-
it of 6 mg/L 
for adults and 
3 mg/L for 

children. BWL’s well tests detected 
boron levels between 2.48 mg/L and 
4.17 mg/L.

Research shows that boron is 
harmful to plant life at lower levels. 
Boron has also been linked to devel-
opmental and reproductive toxici-
ty, low birth weight and shrunken 
testicles.

Peffley, apparently, hasn’t been 
drinking from those taps. His ballsy 
PR campaign only continues.

EPA documents showed that BWL 

claimed to be in compliance with 
federal coal ash rules, but experts said 
those rules were violated back in 2017 
when BWL failed to test for contam-
ination.

BWL has also repeatedly made 
claims about the investigation 
process that directly contradict 
statements from EGLE. In other in-
stances, Adamy and Peffley have only 
downplayed the issue.

Even BWL Board Chairman 
David Price — someone who should 
definitely be in the know — wasn’t 
informed of the contamination 
problems before January. He was 
told the ponds weren’t contaminating 
groundwater, which was also directly 
contradicted by regulatory docu-
ments.

And when presented with EGLE’s 
statements, Adamy has still insisted 
the agency is wrong.

Meanwhile, Peffley still claims to be 
“proactively” investigating the situa-
tion despite having known about the 
issue at the Erickson Power Station as 
early as April 2020, records showed.

While the state has ordered at least 
another 60 wells to be tested, BWL 
still doesn’t have a handle on the 
pollution plume’s size or location, 
how many drinking water wells are 
contaminated in the nearby vicinity 
or how long its neighbors have been 
sipping on and showering in boron 
water.

From Day One, BWL has not been 
forthcoming about this public health 
calamity — denying our reporters 
an opportunity to conduct basic 
interviews and then failing to answer 
several emailed questions. The latest 
PR tactic seems to be centered on 
simply ignoring City Pulse altogether 
and hoping the problem — or at least 
public awareness of the problem — 
just evaporates.

We’re reluctant to say this next 
statement given the inadequate lead-
ership also tied to his predecessor: 
But if Peffley and the rest of his team 
don’t start prioritizing public safety 
over their public image, then perhaps 
it’s time for him to seriously consider 
resigning from the post.

Maybe Peffley is the problem
LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR 

 

Dorm fright story 
a winner 

As a criminal justice 
student, I found the 
long article (“The 
kid down the hall: 
Five weeks of fear 
at MSU,” Aug. 31)  
about the alleged 
dorm room threat 
to be thorough and 
meaty. Enough 
information and 
anonymity to come 
to our own conclu-
sion. I was fasci-
nated by FOIA and 
interactions with 
accountability staff. 
Thank you very 
much for the educa-
tion!  

Daniel J. Arnold 

Lansing 

(The writer is 
an alumnus of 
Michigan State 
University and a 
student at Lansing 
Community 
College.) 
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POLITICS

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, Monday, 
September 12, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 10th Floor Lansing City Hall, 
124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI for the purpose of considering:

An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend the Code of Ordinances of the City 
of Lansing by adding a new Section 884. ____ for the purposes of providing for a service 
charge in lieu of taxes for sixty-six (66) low-income elderly dwelling units in a project known 
as Stadium North Senior Lofts, pursuant to the provisions of the State Housing Development 
Authority Act of 1966, (being Public Act 346 of 1966, as amended [MCL 125.1401, et seq.]) 
(The “Act”)..

For more information, please call Lansing City Council at 517-483-4177. If you are interested 
in this matter, please attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments 
will be accepted between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., 
on the day of the Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West 
Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope                            CP#22-192

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, Monday, 
September 12, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 10th Floor Lansing City Hall, 
124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI for the purpose of considering:

An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Lansing by adding a new Section 888.__ for the purposes of providing for a service 
charge in lieu of taxes for forty (40) low-income multi-family dwelling units in a project known 
as Hillsdale Place, pursuant to the provisions of the State Housing Development Authority 
Act of 1966, (being Public Act 346 of 1966 as amended [MCL 125.1401, et seq.]) (The “Act”).

For more information, please call Lansing City Council at 517-483-4177. If you are interested 
in this matter, please attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments 
will be accepted between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., 
on the day of the Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West 
Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope                            CP#22-193

CITY OF LANSING
SUMMARY OF

ADOPTED ORDINANCE # 1304 
Lansing City Council adopted an Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend the 
Code of Ordinances of the City of Lansing by adding a new Section 888.32 for the purposes 
of providing for a service charge in lieu of taxes for seventy-six (76) low-income multi-family 
dwelling units in a project known as Walter French, pursuant to the provisions of the State 
Housing Development Authority Act of 1966, (being Public Act 346 of 1966 as amended [MCL 
125.1401, et seq.]) (The “Act”).

Effective date: Upon publication 

Notice: The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City Clerk’s Office, 9th
 Floor, City Hall, Lansing, Michigan. A copy of the full text of this Ordinance may 
  be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 9th Floor, City Hall, Lansing, Michigan 
 at a fee determined by City Council.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope                             CP#22-194

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, Monday, 
September 12, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 10th Floor Lansing City Hall, 
124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI for the purpose of considering:

An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend the Code of Ordinances of the City 
of Lansing by adding a new Section 888. _____ for the purposes of providing for a service 
charge in lieu of taxes for sixty-six (66) low-income multi-family dwelling units in a project 
known as Stadium North Lofts, pursuant to the provisions of the State Housing Development 
Authority Act of 1966, (being Public Act 346 of 1966 as amended [MCL 125.1401, et seq.]) 
(The “Act”).

For more information, please call Lansing City Council at 517-483-4177. If you are interested 
in this matter, please attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments 
will be accepted between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., 
on the day of the Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West 
Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope                           CP#22-195

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer broke a 57-
year tradition of governors’ leading the 
Mackinac Bridge walk this past Labor 
Day, opting to attend a sparsely attend-
ed union gathering in Detroit instead. 

Unless you're a 
history lover, Whit-
mer’s sending Lt. Gov. 
Garlin Gilchrist II to 
Mackinaw City may 
not mean a heck of a 
lot.  

Whitmer's Republi-
can opponent, Tudor 
Dixon, got more 
than 700 likes on 
Twitter for this jab: "Honored to join 
this year's Bridge Walk. It's a shame 
Gretchen bailed on her last one as 
Governor!" 

Security wasn't the stated reason for 
Whitmer's non-appearance. "There 
are many great events across the state 
that recognize the contributions of 
hard-working men and women on 
Labor Day," said her communications 
director, Bobby Leddy. 

That's true … just not one that draws 
26,000 people.  

Whitmer posted pictures from her 
yet-to-be announced event. I counted 
about 26 people among the three pic-
tures she posted. 

Twenty years ago, such a move would 
be seen as political stupidity. Today … .  

The no-show speaks to a deeper 
reality about running a gubernatorial 
election campaign in 2022. Whitmer 
didn't show up to the bridge walk 
because she doesn't have to. The po-
litical risk is officially greater than the 
reward. 

Blessing flesh in the comfort of a 
controlled environment works better 
than being among a throng where 
anything can happen: An uncomfort-
able question. A confrontation with 
an angry trades union worker about 
Whitmer gumming up the Line 5 
tunnel project. A viral meme of strong 
winds blowing her hair over her face, 
whatever. 

The world is waaaaaayyy different 
from 16 years ago, when then-Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm turned walking 
over the bridge into a five-mile jog. 
A majority get their news and infor-
mation from their phones and social 
media. 

A candidate missing the 6 p.m. or 10 
p.m. local news doesn't mean as much 
because … well  … . who even watches 

In governor’s race, Whitmer communicates 
on her time, in her way, to her people 

local network television anymore, let 
alone the nightly news? Is her showing 
up or not showing up going to sway a 
single vote? 

A news story that previously took 
up 600 words in a newspaper or 90 
seconds in a local news report is now a 
two-second glance on Instagram. 

"Oh, Whitmer was with union people 
on Labor Day. Cool" is the perceived 
sentiment from social media scrollers. 

For that vanishing minority who 
didn't see Whitmer on the Mackinac 
Bridge on Labor Day, you can bet they 
will see their fair share of pro-Whit-
mer/anti-Dixon ads pop up before their 
AV ballots show up. 

Whitmer has 26 times the cash on 
hand as Tudor Dixon. Between her and 
the Democratic Governors Association, 
people will see plenty of pro-Whitmer/
anti-Dixon ads. The Republican's 
own family may shift to the undecided 
category. 

Today's voters are hopelessly polar-
ized. Elections in our 50/50 state are 
less about persuading people to lean 
a certain way. It's about turning out 
the persuaded to actually vote. Look at 
the polls: 90% of voters say they have 
already made up the minds on this 
election. 

If you don't have an opinion on 
Whitmer by this point, is the boiler-
plate story about Whitmer leading 
walkers over the Mighty Mac going to 
change a thing? 

It's the same thing with debates. 
Whitmer told Dixon that she'll debate 
her on Oct. 13 and Oct. 25. Period. If 
Dixon doesn't like it that these dates 
are after absentee ballots come out, 
the Whitmer HQ philosophy is "tough 
rocks." If Dixon is a no-show, she's the 
one who looks like she ran away from 
them. 

Meanwhile the governor is commu-
nicating on her time, her way, to her 
people. 

In the 67 days since the Dobbs deci-
sion overturned Roe v. Wade, Whitmer 
has tweeted about supporting produc-
tive freedom 145 times on social media. 
Yes, we actually counted. 

How many times was it that “Char-
lie's Angels” pose Whitmer struck with 
Attorney General Dana Nessel and 
Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson? 

We didn't count that, but you get the 
picture. 

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol news-
letter MIRS at melinnky@gmail.com.) 
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Music Concerts  
in December  
and April
LCC’s rock, jazz and vocal groups 
perform at local venues including The 
Avenue, high schools and festivals. 
Hear the Concert Choir at Okemos 
Community Church 7 p.m. Dec. 10. 
Other dates announced soon.

OCT. 13–15  ·  A Staged Reading  

Queering History 
by Maggie Keenan-Bolger

Written in collaboration with LGBTQIA+ 
homeless youth, Queering History explores 
how our world might be different if 
LGBTQIA+ history was taught in schools. 

Thursday through Saturday at 8 p.M.

Nov. 16-20

Everybody 
by Branden Jacobs-Jenkins 
A finalist for the 2018 Pulitzer Prize, this 
modern riff on a 15th century morality play 
follows Everybody (chosen each performance 
by lottery from among the cast) on their 
journey to understand the meaning of life. 

Wednesday through Saturday at 8 p.m.  ·  Sunday at 2 p.m.

FEB. 22-26  

Do You Feel Anger?
by Mara Nelson-Greenberg

An outrageous comedy about the absurdity – 
and danger – of a world where some people’s 
feelings matter more than others.

Wednesday through Saturday at 8 p.m.  ·  Sunday at 2 p.m.

MAR. 16-18  ·  Staged reading with Irish music 

I Knock at the Door
by Sean O’Casey adapted by  Paul Shyre 

A touching and humorous story of a family held 
together by a loving and strong mother, while class 
and religious turmoil threaten to pull them apart. 

Thursday through Saturday at 8 p.m. 

April 12-16 

Tartuffe
by Molière translated into English verse by Richard Wilbur

Banned by the French government when first 
produced in the 1660s, Molière’s devilish 
comedy is perfectly ripe for our times. 

Wednesday through Saturday at 8 p.m.  ·  Sunday at 2 p.m.Pe
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Lansing Community College is an equal opportunity  
educational institution/employer.

Explore upcoming events, take 
part in ongoing programming 
and learn more about 
academic opportunities with 
Arts Connect at LCC.

lcc.edu/artsconnect

All theatre performances take 
place at the Black Box Theatre, 
LCC Downtown Campus.

Performing Arts Calendar
lcc.edu/showinfo
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By LAWRENCE COSENTINO 
Everybody knows how MSU’s Eli 

and Edythe BroadArt Museum leans 
into Grand River Avenue, defying grav-
ity, breaking from traditional forms 
of architecture, repudiating right an-
gles. “Zaha Hadid: Untold,” a massive, 
museum-wide exhibit opening Friday, 
stretches the notion of “leaning in” to its 
uttermost limits. 

Zaha Hadid, the visionary architect of 
the Broad, who died in 2016, designed 
every object in the exhibit, from an egg-
shaped prototype electric car to pan-
oramic carpets, swooshing furniture, 
shoes, clothing, dishes and saltshakers. 
And all of it is leaning in. 

Not since John Malkovich slid down 
the tunnel into his 
own brain in “Be-
ing John Malkov-
ich” has a single 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s 
taken over a space 
so completely.  

“It’s unlike any-
thing we’ve done 
here,” Broad Mu-
seum interim 
director Steven 
Bridges declared. 
“How often do 

you have the opportunity to put an art-
ist’s work inside their own architectural 
structure? It’s truly unique.” 

In every corner, every nook, every-
where your neck can crook and your 
eyes can look, this is Planet Zaha, from 
cellar to ceiling, tea candles to skylights, 
rostrum to rest room. 

Above all, the Broad and its staff are 
celebrating its 10th birthday by lean-
ing in, wholeheartedly, to embrace its 
unique design and visionary creator. 

Last week, detailed color plans were 
taped to the museum walls as a crew un-
packed crates and strategized over place-
ment, lighting and a myriad of consider-
ations specific to each object. The Broad 
team met with Hadid’s people weekly, via 
Zoom, every Tuesday for more than eight 
months leading up to the opening. 

Unauthorized photography was for-

bidden, but the exhibit was taking dra-
matic shape. Newly hatched from its 
crate, one of two existing prototypes of 
Hadid’s Z-car, an egg-like electric car 
that never went into mass production, 
nestled in the airy northwest gallery. A 
seductive shoulder, green as a tree frog, 
peered from a hippo-sized bundle of 
packing paper — a Zaha Hadid sofa was 
waiting for a home.  

Larger pieces, including miniature 
versions of Hadid’s designs for buildings 
around the world, basked in bands of 
natural light orchestrated by Hadid her-
self. Others sprang darkly from the inner 
convergences of the Broad Museum’s 

Broad Museum leans into the legacy of Zaha Hadid 

jewel-box design. In a hermetic, win-
dowless first-floor gallery, a room-fill-
ing array of pancake-like, golden shapes 
floated at various heights, with no visible 
means of support. A mysterious scenar-
io Hadid dubbed “Dune” was forming. 

“This is a kind of living room set, 
even if it may not look like that at first,” 
Bridges said.  

The undulating benches, desks, 
shelves and other furnishings were sol-
id to the touch, but the whole ensemble 
was so delicately, amorphously shaped it 
looked as if it could be blown into noth-
ingness by the slightest breeze.  

Exquisite shapes waited to be un-
packed: a cluster of tables with organic 
stalks like lily pads; a red chair curled 
like a fortune cookie from a single cir-
cle of carbon fiber; a pair of high-heeled 
shoes black and spiky enough to make 
the Devil forget Prada. 

Graphic design flourishes on the floor 
will help to further unify the experience 
and guide the viewer through the galler-
ies. In an upstairs gallery, a virtual reali-
ty set will enable visitors to engage in the 
design process along with Hadid. 

Hadid’s audacity and unity of vision, 
combined with the sheer range of ob-
jects included, will have visitors peer-
ing at their toothbrushes the night after 
their visit and imagining the bristles at a 
45-degree angle.   

“Nothing was too small or insignifi-
cant to be off-limits,” Bridges said. “She 
gave everything a fresh, rejuvenated per-
spective.” 

If there’s a single founder of this visual 
feast, it’s former Broad Museum direc-
tor Monica Ramirez-Montagut, who left 
the Broad in June to become director of 
the Parrish Museum on Long Island. 

Ramirez-Montagut wanted more than 
a spectacular show. As a trained architect, 
she also wanted to demonstrate how the 
principles and methods Hadid applied to 
a car, a shoe, a desk or a salt shaker also 
apply to the Broad Museum itself. 

In 2006, Ramirez-Montagut worked 
on a Hadid retrospective at the Solomon 
R. Guggenheim Museum in New York 

Maximum Zaha 
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Courtesy MSU Broad Museum 

A hydrogen-powered, zero-emission 
“Z-car” designed by Zaha Hadid never 
made it past the prototype stage, but 
it’s now part of the MSU Broad’s per-
manent collection. 

CourtesyTrumpiePhotography/MSU Broad Museum 

Zaha Hadid joined a celebration of the 
museum’s grand opening in September 
2012.

Zaha Hadid: 
Untold 

MSU Broad Art Museum 
Sept. 10, 2022-Feb. 12, 
2023 
Free 
Opening reception 7-9 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 9 
RSVP at broadmuseum.
msu.edu 
or register on Facebook 
(517) 884-4800

See Zaha Hadid, Page 12
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Zaha Hadid
from page 11

City, but that exhibit was more architec-
ture-focused than the one at the Broad 
will be, assistant curator Rachel Winter 
said. 

“We’re thinking about design in the 
broader sense, how design factors into 
our lived experiences,” Winter said. 

She added that Hadid and her prolific 
design firm have produced a lot of new 
work in the intervening 16 years, since 
the Guggenheim retrospective, and 
much of it is on display at the Broad. 

“Zaha Hadid: Untold” also leans in 
to the Broad’s growing commitment to 
mounting exhibits with local ties and 
regional importance. Recent exhibits 
at the Broad have tapped into Lansing’s 
car culture, MSU’s long tradition of ag-
ricultural research, the prison system in 
Michigan and many other local roots. 
What could be more local than the 
building itself? 

“It’s a moment for the museum that 
I’ve been thinking a lot about,” Bridg-
es said. “How is this museum, and the 
experiences you have in it, truly unique 
to this university, this context? This ex-
hibition will mark a signal, a shift, in 
thinking more exactly about that.” 

It’s a permanent shift. Many of the 
objects on display, including bigger 
items like the furniture and the C-car, 
are now part of the MSU Broad’s collec-
tion. Some were donations; others were 
purchases. 

“Now we have a significant collec-
tion of her work — one of the largest 
in North America — here at 
the museum,” Bridges said.  
“We’ve always been identified 
with Hadid, but having her 
legacy grounded in our collec-
tion, as part of who we are, is 
all the more important to us, 
moving forward.” 

Ramirez-Montagut’s strate-
gy of using a Hadid retrospec-
tive to educate visitors about 
the museum itself is embodied 
most explicitly in a lower-level 
exhibit devoted exclusively to 
the origins, design and con-
struction history of the muse-
um. 

The exhibit in-
cludes schematic 
designs from Zaha 
Hadid Architects 
and records from 
the architectural 
competition that kicked off 
the project, letters from Zaha 
Hadid as she monitored the 
design and construction pro-
cess, and many other docu-
ments never before seen pub-
licly. Winter, Bridges and the 
Broad team pulled the infor-
mation from the Broad’s ar-
chives, the MSU Library Spe-
cial Collections, the archives 
of architects and contractors 
who worked on the museum 
and many other sources. 

To keep the momentum 
going, the Broad will launch 
a series of architectural tours 
of the building on the second 
Sunday of every month, be-
ginning in October. 

There’s another sign that the 
Broad is leaning into its Zaha 

Hadid legacy. The exhibit brochure side-
steps academic jargon, for the most part, 

and even includes regular people’s fanci-
ful reactions to the building, including vi-
sual comparisons 
to a grilled sand-
wich and a raven-
ous shark. 

“Zaha was a 
playful person 
and brought fun 
to her designs,” 
Winter said. 
“That’s another 
thing audiences 
will learn about.” 

“People re-
ferred to the 
building a lot of 
different ways 
— the shark, the 
spaceship,” Bridg-
es said. “Why not 
embrace these 

imaginative responses? There’s some-
thing fun and enjoyable about that.” 

Ramirez-Montagut took 
much the same view in a 2019 
interview, as she strategized 
how to take the community 
on a deep dive into Hadid’s 
thought process. 

“Whatever nicknames the 
community is giving the build-
ing, you embrace it, but with 
the understanding that there’s 
a lot of meaningful design de-
cisions behind every single as-
pect of that building,” she said.  

Winter hopes the lower-level 
exhibit will “bring much more 
information” to the ongoing 
discussion. 

“Zaha was incredibly inno-
vative and insightful, but it 
was never arbitrary,” Winter 
said. “She had an extensive 
background in math and phi-
losophy. She always imagined 

things with geometric principles, with 
architectural and art history in mind.”

Courtesy MSU Broad Museum 

White is black and black is blacker in “Field of Towers,” a 
chess set that resembles a miniature city of Zaha Hadid-de-
signed skyscrapers. 

Courtesy MSU Broad Museum 

Flat slabs undulate, replicate and make a bid to absquatulate 
in “Tela,” a shelving unit that recalls the dynamic floor plan of 
Hadid’s massive MAXXI Museum in Rome.

Courtesy MSU Broad Art Museum 

Zaha Hadid guided natural light into the Broad Museum’s 
galleries through numerous metal fins. She reversed the 
process with artificial light in these indoor fixtures. 

Courtesy MSU Broad Art Museum 

This chair is called “Kuki.One” because it is folded, 
like a fortune cookie, from a single circle of carbon 
fiber. Formula 1 racing engineers worked with the 
Hadid design team to add color.

Courtesy Kevin Marshall, Integrated Design Solutions, LLC, and the MSU Broad Museum 

“Zaha Hadid: Untold” includes a wealth of material exploring 
the principles and processes Hadid applied to the design of 
the museum itself. 
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Merrily We Roll Along
With music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim and book by George Furth

October 20-23 & 27-30, 2022
Performed at the Lansing Media Center

 
Play Date: a theatre book club featuring “My Name is Rachel Corrie”

November 8 - 10, 2022
Presented at libraries in East Lansing, Fowlerville and Lansing

 
All Is Calm: the Christmas Truce of 1914

by Peter Rothstein, Erick Litche and Timothy C. Takach
December 7-9, 2022

Performed in Lansing, Grand Rapids and Detroit
 

Daddy Long Legs
With music and lyrics by Paul Gordon and book by John Caird

February 9-12 & 16-19, 2023
Performed at Bestsellers Books in Mason

 
An Incredibly Human Thing

Featuring the stories of Lansing’s Health Care Professionals  (in celebration of National Nurses Week)
May 11-13, 2023

Performed at McLaren Greater Lansing Hospital
 

White 
By James Ijames

June 1-4 & 8-11, 2023
Performed at the Broad Art Museum

While we never went away, we've missed sharing our stage
with you. Join Peppermint Creek for our 2022-2023 season
'Already and Not Yet', as we bring the following shows to a

community near you!

www.peppermintcreek.org
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“Negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians 
in the ‘Non- negotiations’ Era, 2000-2022” by Yuval 
Benziman
Wednesday, September 14th from 7:00 - 8:30 pm Club 
Spartan (3rd Floor, Case Hall, 842 Chestnut Rd.) 

The Leonard Gilman Symposium on “Jewish 
Perspectives on Reproductive Rights: Jews, Religious 
Liberty, and Reproductive Freedom in the United 
States” - Part 1
Sunday, September 18th from 11:00 am - 1:00 pm
International Center Conference Rooms 303 and 305, 
427 N. Shaw Lane
Complimentary lunch to follow outside between the 
International Center and Wells Hall from 1:00 - 2:00 pm 

Introduction to The Serling Institute for Jewish 
Studies and Modern Israel Guide on Antisemitism for 
the MSU Community
Monday, September 19th from 5:00 - 5:30 pm
Lake Superior Room, 3rd Floor, MSU Union Building, 49 
Abbot Rd 

“Loving Me, Loving Jew: Jews, Gender, and the 
Anxieties of Belonging” by Sara Horowitz
Monday, September 19th from 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Lake Superior Room, 3rd Floor, MSU Union Building, 49 
Abbot Rd 

“Diversity as a Mechanism of Depoliticization: The Case 
of Palestinian Career Women in Israel” by Dr. Amalia 
Sa’ar
Wednesday, September 28th from 5:00 - 6:30 pm Club 
Spartan (3rd Floor, Case Hall, 842 Chestnut Rd.)

“The Leonard Gilman Symposium on “Jewish 
Perspectives on Reproductive Rights: Jews, Religious 

Liberty, and Reproductive Freedom in the United 
States” - Part 2
Sunday, October 16th from 12:00 - 1:30 pm International 
Center Conference Rooms 303 and 305, 427 N. Shaw 
Lane Lecture and discussion by Dr. Gillian Frank from 
12:00- 1:00 pm and special guests from 1:00 -1:30pm.. 

Serling Lecture on Modern Israel: “Secrets I Won’t 
Take With Me” by Yossi Beilin
Friday, October 28th from 12:30 - 2:00 Club Spartan (3rd 
Floor, Case Hall, 842 Chestnut Rd.) 

Symposium on “Confederation as a Facilitator of the 
Two-State Solution” moderated by Dr. Yael Aronoff 
Sunday, October 30th from 11:00 am - 1:00 pm Club 
Spartan (3rd Floor, Case Hall, 842 Chestnut Rd.)

“Specters of the Future and Monsters of the Past: 
Writing (About) Jewish Fantasy” by Elana Gomel
Tuesday, November 1st from 7:00 - 8:30 pm JMC library, 
Case Hall, 842 Chestnut Rd. 

“Fifth Time’s a Charm? Analyzing the Fifth Israeli 
Election in Three Years” by Dr. Yael Aronoff
Wednesday, November 16th from 7:00 - 8:30 pm Club 
Spartan (3rd Floor, Case Hall, 842 Chestnut Rd.) 

Recital Series sponsored by WKAR: “Pastorals and 
Longings: Jewish Heritage Lyricism”
Monday, November 28th from 7:30 - 9:00 pm Fairchild 
Theatre, MSU Auditorium ($)

Finifter Lecture: “Language as Identity: the Greek 
Romaniote Jews in the 20th Century” by Andreas 
Bouroutis
Wednesday, December 7th from 7:00 - 8:30 pm JMC 
Library, Case Hall, 842 Chestnut Rd.

FREE AND OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY

For more information on all these events and more please visit www.jsp.msu.edu
Follow us on: Facebook MSUJewishStudies | Instagram msu.jewishstudies | Twitter @JewishMSU

All events are both in-person and livestreaming on 
the Serling Institute for Jewish Studies YouTube channel
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as connected to the Lansing art com-
munity?  

I’m not as aware of what is happening 
in the Lansing art scene as I’d like to be. 
The nature of my work tends to make me 
feel more like a part of the music scene 
instead. I know there are some people 
around here doing rad shit. Some names 
that spring to mind in the Lansing area 
are Sean Peters, Dane Vermeulen, Har-
ley Zeke and Austin Pardun. Batwing 
Designs does some rad stuff. I definitely 
forgot people, but I’ve had many concus-
sions, and my memory sucks, so that was 
bound to happen. 

How would 
you describe 
your art?  

KyLee Carter: 
Dreamy, story-
telling, raw, bold 
and modern. 

What styles 
of photogra-
phy do you pre-
fer to shoot? 

I work mostly in portrait, editori-
al and lifestyle photography. I love 
to capture close-up beauty shots and 
high-fashion editorial shoots you 

How do you 
start a new il-
lustration?  

Craig Horky: 
The majority of 
my work starts 
with a brush 
pen on paper. 
It usually gets 
scanned into 
the computer, 
where I use a 

combination of photoshop and illus-
trator to add texture and do color sepa-
ration. Most of my freelance work ends 
up being screen printed on clothing or 
in poster form. I enjoy working in the 
screen-print world because the limita-
tions encourage creative solutions. 

Are there recurring themes and styles 
in your work?  

Bold linework, minimal colors, lots of 
pretty girls and mutant cats. 

 How long have you been a profession-
al artist?  

I’ve always been drawing and creat-
ing for as long as I can remember, but I 
started making money for it in the early 
2000s. What’s that Picasso quote? “Ev-
ery child is an artist. The problem is how 
to remain an artist once we grow up.” 
I’ve often been accused of never grow-
ing up. I have owned multiple bounce 
houses and ball pits in my adult life, so I 
guess I can’t argue that fact.  

While you may not have fully grown 
up, has your style evolved? 

I’d like to think I’ve improved. I’ve 

CCHHAANNGGEE  yyoouurr  lliiffee  
iinn  ssiixx--wweeeekkss

LEARN MORE INSIDE

The art life 
Living and creating in Greater Lansing 

Courtesy

Craig Horky 

Craig Horky  
Illustrator 

Blissfield native, 42, 
Lansing resident 
Instagram:                           
@craighorky 
craighorky.com 

 By SARAH SPOHN 

Lansing is home to many things, and for these creatives, it’s the place that inspires them to make art. Here are a few Lansing-based artists whose work you have probably 
seen around town. From concert posters to portraits to larger-than-life murals, get to know a few of your community’s busiest creatives. 

definitely developed more of a recogniz-
able style.  I’m a firm believer that talent 
is a myth and that all art is the result of 
learned skills. The more time you put 
into it, the more you will improve. 

Do you also have a day job? 
Doing graphic design for a bank. On 

nights and weekends, I freelance illus-
trations for bands, record labels, maga-
zines, beer labels and other stuff. I have 
a very cluttered “art room” in the back 
of my house, but I also do a 
ton of drawing just sitting on 
my living room floor. I have 
roughly half a dozen freelance 
jobs or commissions going 
just about all the time. 

 Who are your biggest artis-
tic influences?  

My biggest influences are 
Charles Burns, Alphonse 
Mucha, Raymond Pettibon 
and John James Audubon. 
The “flatstock” screen printed 
poster world is overflowing 
with contemporary artists 
that I am happy to count as 
both influences and friends.  

Where do you look for in-
spiration?  

Nature, animals, my 
friends, fashion, ephemera, 
music, junk stores and the 
absurdity of the everyday. 

 Does your work have a mis-
sion behind it?  

Every day I become less 
and less sure that anything 

has a purpose, 
and I definite-
ly don’t have a 
mission. I feel 
like a mission 
requires some 
forethought or 
planning, and 
if you ask any-
one who knows 
me, they will 
tell you that I 
am incapable of 
planning ahead. 
I just want to 
make things. 

Any recent ex-
hibits?  

The last gal-
lery show I was 
in was a few 
years back. I 

did a show with Jason Smith in Ham-
tramck. Since then, I’ve had some piec-
es in group shows, but that was the last 
big one. But I almost always have some 
posters promoting shows hanging up at 
places like The Avenue here in Lansing, 
and there is usually some of my stuff 
hanging up at the Pyramid Scheme in 
Grand Rapids. 

As a musician, you’re heavily in-
volved in the music scene. Do you feel 

Art by Craig Horky. 

Photo by KyLee Carter.

KyLee Carter 
Photographer 

Leslie native, 30, 
Lansing resident 
Instagram:                              
@lostgirlvision  
lostgirlvision.com 

 Courtesy 

KyLee Carter

LOCAL 
ARTIST

PROFILES 

See Artists, Page 16
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Artists
from page 15

STATE OF MICHIGAN INGHAM COUNTY PROBATE COURT. NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Decedent's Estate. Case No. 22-524-DE. Estate of Teresa A. Fry. Date of birth: 07/30/1960. 
TO ALL CREDITORS: NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent, Teresa A. Fry, died 
12/25/2020. Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the estate will be 
forever barred unless presented to Harry R. Fry, Sr., personal representative, or to both the 
probate court at 313 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 48933 and the personal representative 
within 4 months after the date of publication of this notice.  September 2, 2022.  Kimberly L. 
Savage P68267, 1483 Haslett Rd., Haslett, MI 48840. 517-515-5000. Harry A. Fry, Sr., 2700 
Eaton Rapids Rd., Lot 199, Lansing, MI 48910. 517-703-3364.                          
                           CP#22-196WHARTON CENTER  |  FAIRCHILD THEATRE  |  MURRAY HALL  |  COOK RECITAL HALL

ORCHESTRA
CHOIR
BAND

OPERA 
JAZZ

AND MORE

Choose from a variety of classical and jazz performance 
series featuring top musicians, ensembles, and guest artists.

 9/29 THU. 7:30 PM Wind Symphony 

 9/30 FRI. 8 PM Symphony Orchestra: Mahler, the Titan!

 10/7 FRI. 8 PM Jazz Orchestras with Carmen Bradford, jazz voice 
  MSUFCU Jazz Artist in Residence

 10/11 TUE. 7:30 PM The Baltimore Consort In Angel’s Wede:  
  Music of Mary, Queen of Scots 
  Taylor Johnston Early Music Series

 10/17 MON. 7:30 PM The Best of the Baroque 
  Joanne and Bill Churh West Circle Series

see more events at music.msu.edu

would see in magazines. I started my 
journey in the art of photography offi-
cially in April of 2021. During the start 
of the pandemic and social issues af-
fecting our country and the city of Lan-
sing, I needed an outlet to find beauty 
in what seemed like complete chaos 
and started creating and shooting with 
my friends — and boom. Lost Girl Vi-
sion was created.  

Do other artists inspire you? 
One of my biggest influences is Sa-

sha Samsonova, an extremely creative 
Ukrainian photographer and director in 
Los Angeles. Her sultry, elegant aesthet-
ic captures the essence of moodiness 
and timeless beauty. I have followed her 
work for quite some time, and she is a 
gorgeous artist with a beautiful eye for 
storytelling. My work is forever inspired 
by Samsonova, in which I want every 
photo to create a beautiful and enticing 
narrative. 

Cinematography is also a big outside 
source of inspiration for me. I will draw 
inspiration from a television series, 
movie, or music video. One of my recent 
photoshoots was inspired by the Hype 
Williams film “Belly” and the movie 
“Friday.” 

Is there a mission behind your 
work? 

To create and tell stories through the 
narrative of photographs. I want to tell 
the raw and capturing stories of the un-
derrepresented, such as black women, 

Photo by Doug Sims 

Mila Lynn 

Mila Lynn 
Painter 

Lansing resident, 27  
Instagram: 
@mindofmila 
mindofmila.com 

BIPOC and the LGBTQ+ 
communities. Everyone 
has a story inside them 
waiting to be told.  

Has your style changed 
over time?  

I have recently started 
shooting a bit differently 
and am using a trick with 
my camera lens to create 
a dreamy, hazy element in 
my photos, and I’m living 
for it. I feel it’s making 
the stories I intend to tell 
pop. 

Any near-future plans? 
Next up for me would 

be moving forward in 
my career in photogra-
phy and submitting my 
work to be published in 
magazines, pitching to 
brands to create editorial 
content. I would also love 
to get my photography 
in some sort of exhibit or 
gallery. 

What’s your impression of the Great-
er Lansing art scene?  

The art scene is evolving and making 
a name for itself in Lansing. There are 
so many talented artists here that are 
emerging and making a name for them-
selves, and I’m forever in awe of the art 
that comes out of our city. My role with-
in the local art community is to contin-
ue to tell the stories of the underrepre-
sented and, hopefully soon, on a larger 
scale.  

What paints 
do you prefer 
to use? 

Mila Lynn: 
I mainly work 
with acrylic 
paint and latex 
at the moment. 
I have started 
doing primar-

ily mural work on indoor walls, so these 
are the materials I use. I am learning more 
about working with spray paint and incor-
porating it where I can. However, I usually 
go through phases of different mediums to 
avoid becoming jaded about my craft. 

How would you describe your work?  
A lot of my artwork is very different, 

but I would say colorful with a dash of 
satirical, comedic and playful elements. 
I always say my mission as an artist is 
to do one of the three: inspire, uplift or 
educate those around me. 

You’re a full-time artist now, but 
how’d you get started?  

Professionally, I hosted my first solo 
show in Tampa in 2019. I started focusing 
on art as a potential career path fall and 
winter of 2018. My first art-related job was 
as a caricature artist at Busch Gardens. 

Do other visual artists inspire you? If 
not, what does?  

Life. I use my art as a means to 
process what happens around me. I 
wouldn’t say I’m inspired by visual art-
ists’ work. I admire many artists, but I 
don’t look at artwork and then feel in-
spired to create. However, I am heavily 
influenced by musicians and singers. I 
enjoy listening to artists like Noname, 

Amy Winehouse, Tupac and FKJ when 
I’m in the studio.  

Are there particular hours you prefer 
to create?  

I create whenever I’m inspired or when 
duty calls. As a working artist, sometimes 
you have to force yourself to create ac-
cording to the schedule of others. Howev-
er, more times than not, I’m up late. 

Looking back, has your work changed 
over the years? 

I think I’ve become more confident as 
an artist overall. My intentional use of 
color has developed more over the last 
few years. 

What’s your most recent exhibit work? 
Every year, I have a show during the 

month of October for the Inktober proj-
ect. I try to limit my exhibitions so they 
can impact my community. My most re-
cent project completed was a mural in 
Grand Rapids on a two-story building. 
I want to do a few more murals before 
the end of the year and have a display of 
my work in another city. My biggest up-
coming project will be the Ink22 Show 
this October. 

What’s it like being a working artist 
in Lansing?  

The local art community is very small 
and underpaid. This is my primary rea-
son for working out of town and with 
private clients. Lansing is slowly learn-
ing to properly embrace its art commu-
nity. That being said, there are a ton of 
really talented creatives here. I just hope 
they don’t all eventually move away. I’m 
just your everyday creative, taking the 
world with my paintbrush and spicy 
personality.  

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF AMENDMENT TO
INGHAM COUNTY PARKS AND ZOO RULES AND REGULATIONS ORDINANCE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that at a meeting held on Tuesday, August 23, 2022, the Ingham 
County Board of Commissioners adopted amendments to the Ingham County Parks and Zoo 
Rules and Regulation to clarify the standards for criminal liability; expand upon the operational 
needs of the County Parks and Zoo Department; and update dated provisions in alignment 
with current Federal, State, and local laws and standards. 

A copy of the Ordinance Amendment is available for public inspection in the office of the 
Ingham County Clerk.  
               
    

    Gregg A. Todd, County Controller         CP#22-191
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SPECIAL SONG PREMIERES
As an added benefit, each artist 
has agreed to premiere a song, 
composition or arrangement that 
they’ve never performed publicly 
before.

BEVERAGE & FOOD STATION
There will be a beverage & food 
station in front of UrbanBeat with 
beer, wine, mixed drinks and food,  
each for only a $ 500 ticket.

ENJOY THE SOCIAL DISTRICT  
Old Town’s new designation as a Social 
District means festival goers can buy 
and consume and walk on the streets 
with appropriately labeled alcoholic 
beverages from sponsor UrbanBeat and 
other bars and restaurants, while seeing 
all that BluesFest has to offer.

TICKET INFORMATION
Seating at BluesFest 2022 will be 
by ticket. Here’s why: In the past, 
beverages sales covered production 
expenses. Now, a variety of restau-
rants and bars have flourished in  
Old Town. While we love this (and 
take a bit of credit for it) we don’t 
make enough through beverage 
sales to pay for everything like 
we used to. Now ticket sales and 
donations are primarily how we pay 
for the musicians, production crew, 
tables, chairs, permits, insurances, 
etc. We’ve priced tickets to cover 
expenses only. As a non-profit 
organization, your donations to MICA 
beyond a ticket purchase are truly 
needed and greatly appreciated.

And still, half of our performances 
will be free.

We are so pleased to welcome Michigan BluesFest 
back to the streets of Old Town, Lansing. With over 
30 different performances, we have a terrific line-up 
of artists who are as excited to get back in front of an 
audience as we are to hear them. There will be something 

for everyone—even the kids!

Enjoy a weekend of energy, excitement, music and 
coming together again as a community, where we can 

reconnect with old friends and make new ones.

WELCOME TO OLD TOWN!

LIVESTREAM
Portions of the festival will be 
livestreamed at vimeo.

VENUES
There will be four venues this year: the South 
and North Turner Street Stages, the River 
Stage (Premier seats) and the UrbanBeat 
Afterglow Stage. Turner Street and River Stages 
are open-air. The Afterglow Stage is indoors at 
UrbanBeat. See the map for details.

BLUESFEST T-SHIRTS & POSTERS
We’re excited to announce that our 2022 
JazzFest t-shirts will be on sale Friday and 
Saturday at the festival for only $15 - so get 
one for yourself or grab one for a friend! 
Vintage T-shirts & Posters also available.
Artist Danny Preston will be signing Posters 
at the T-shirt & Poster booth near the 
Festival entry. 

ORDER TICKETS AT 
BIT.LY/BLUESFESTMI22

or at micharts.org or 
pick up at  UrbanBeat 
1213 Turner St. 
Lansing, MI 48906

General admission $15* 
Premier seats $25*

*good for both days, includes Turner & River stages

AFTERGLOWS at UrbanBeat $10 per night
(limited seating)

FRI SEPT 16 • SAT SEPT 17
River, Turner  & UrbanBeat Stages

THURS SEPT 15
KICK OFF BENEFIT CONCERT

Donation • at UrbanBeat

Featuring  Tom Duffield  
Clique Vocals • Asamu Johnson  
& the Associates of the Blues

Asamu Johnson  
& the Associates 

of the Blues

bit.ly/bluesfestlivestream2022
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SAT SEPT 17
KIDZBEAT
2:00pm | North Turner Stage
Instrument Petting Zoo

KIDZBEAT
3:00pm | North Turner Stage
Bryce Berry & Friends

KIDZBEAT
3:30pm | North Turner Stage
Greater Lansing Ballet Company performs 
Dancin’ The Blues

SPECIAL GUEST
3:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

HILGER & DEVOS
4:00pm | South Turner Stage
Steve Hilger and Dave Devos have been playing blues together 
for 14 years as The Steve Hilger band and as this duo. They have 
performed in the Midwest from Chicago to Alpena, West Michigan, 
the mid-south, and Southwest Florida, bringing an electric show 
with high energy, all-original eclectic blues. They are also winners 
of this year’s CABS Blues challange.

SCHOOL OF ROCK
5:00pm | North Turner Stage

AJAH MONTALVO
5:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
Ajah is a Michigan native who has been performing since the 
age of nine. She has an old soul for music and has the ability 
to connect her audience emotionally with musical range and 
passion. Ajah has created a unique country-soul fusion style 
which is reminiscent of the sounds of her favorite artists.

MIKE ESPY & YAKITY YAK
6:00pm | South Turner Stage

“The Metro area is truly blessed with ultra-talented blues 
musicians,” said Steve Allen, president of the Detroit Blues 
Society. “Mike Espy and Yakity Yak represent the very best of 
the very best.”

BIG B & THE ACTUAL PROOF
7:00pm | River Stage
This year’s winner of CABS Blues Challange, Big B and the Actual 
Proof are an inspired fusion of modern blues, roots music 
and psychedelic rock. Their original music features powerful 
arrangements fueled by slick guitar, clear, convincing vocals, and 
a rhythm section that booms, rattles and shakes. Imagine Stevie 
Ray Vaughan covering Nick Cave, the Stray Cats doing Tom Waits, 
or Pink Floyd playing Screamin’ Jay Hawkins.

SCHOOL OF ROCK
7:00pm | North Turner Stage

AJAH MONTALVO
7:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

LADY SUNSHINE BAND
8:00pm | South Turner Stage
Lady Sunshine, from Detroit, is true to the blues, having a 
deep soulful drive that is apparent in her heartfelt originals. 
Her authentic, steady groove rhythm section and her powerful 
horn players will have audiences pumping.

GRADY HALL & THE DISCIPLES OF FUNK
9:00pm | River Stage
Grady Hall & The Disciples of Funk has cultivated their signature 
sound influenced by old school funk, soul and rock. The band is 
currently working on a new studio album due to release at the  
end of 2022.

AJAH MONTALVO
9:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

LADY CHAMPAGNE with 
special guest JAMES CARTER
10:00pm | South Turner Stage
Lady Champagne, born in Louisiana, has been singing the 
blues in Detroit for over 30 years. Her band includes Lester 
Hambone (guitar) Brown, Lorell Holton (drums), Alonzo Harrison 
(trumpet), John Calhoun (trombone), Sean McDonald (keys).
She’s shared the stage with some of the greatest blues 
artists, from KoKo Taylor, Johnny Bassett, Alberta Adams, Chick 
Willis, writer of Mustang Sally Sir Mack Rice, Larry McCray, 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Blues man Billy Davis, Jimmy 
Johnson, Nora Jean Brusco, Jimmy Burns, Bobby Rush and the 
late great Bobby Blue Bland.
In 2014, Lady Champagne was Inducted into the Detroit Blues 
Hall of Fame for best Blues artist award, for expressive 
singing and powerful voice.

James Carter was born in Detroit Michigan and learned to play 
under the tutelage of Donald Washington. Carter has won 
Downbeat magazine’s Critics and Readers Choice award for baritone 
saxophone several years in a row. He has performed, toured 
and played on albums with Lester Bowie, Julius Hemphill, Frank 
Lowe & the Saxemble, Kathleen Battle, the World Saxophone 
Quartet, Cyrus Chestnut, Wynton Marsalis, Dee Dee Bridgewater 
and the Mingus Big Band.

MIKE ESPY - YAKITY YAK/BLUES JAM
11:00pm | AFTERGLOW at UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
The band will perform from 11pm-12am, followed by a band-
led jam session with other festival musicians until 1:30 am.

OPEN DURING BLUESFEST • @ 1210 Turner St

THUR SEPT 15

KICK OFF BENEFIT CONCERT
UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner • Donation

TOM DUFFIELD  • 6:00pm
Tom Duffield has been a key part of the blues scene for 
decades, with his amazing piano work and expansive 
repertoire. Duffield is a seasoned performer, he is a regular 
at music festivals in Michigan. Expect interpretations of the 
standards, as well as much of his own surprises.

CLIQUE VOCALS  • 7:00pm
This duo is composed of two seasoned musicians, Dan 
Templin and Kelly Sandula-Gruner, who love to perform. 
Clique Vocals can be found performing at local events, 
venues, and concerts, such as being featured vocalists in 
front of Lansing Concert Band’s jazz big band.

ASAMU JOHNSON 
& THE ASSOCIATES OF THE BLUES
8:00pm
From Grand Rapids, this band is keeping blues music alive 
today. Not only does the Asamu Johnson blues band play 
tunes you will recognize, they also have an array of original 
songs that can be heard on their CDs, Bow Legs and Big 
Feet, Got To Go, and Blues You Can Use.

FRI SEPT 16

GINA GARNER
6:00pm | South Turner Stage
Soulful, sultry vocals that cross multiple genres can be anticipated 
from this performer. Gina is a powerhouse of blues music, bringing 
an energetic and funky style audiences will love.

CROSSROADS RESSURECTION
7:00pm | River Stage
Crossroads Resurrection brings a funky, unique blend of 
blues, soul, and swamp grooves with an engaging stage show. 
Consisting of Eddie Lester, Dave Allemane, Charles Johnson, 
and Jeff Fernandez, the Kalamazoo-based band is a crowd 
pleaser and will make you want to dance.

SCHOOL OF ROCK
7:00pm | North Turner Stage
School of Rock is proud to bring their talented student 
performers to this year’s BluesFest. The revolutionary music 
program refines young musicians in many skills, who then blow 
away audiences at many notable live music venues.

TOM DUFFIELD
7:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

BROTHA EARTH
8:00pm | South Turner Stage
Get ready for a rare concert experience by Brotha Earth, the five-
piece band currently working on a new tour called “A Rare Musical 
Tribute” that has collectively entertained audiences internationally 
for decades. Audiences can expect a truly high-powered concert 
from this group.

TWYLA BIRDSONG
9:00pm | River Stage
Twyla Birdsong was raised on church choir, leading to her love 
for the blues music she performs now. She uses her music and 
platform to share her message to “whisper love in the air”.

SCHOOL OF ROCK 
9:00pm | North Turner Stage

TOM DUFFIELD
9:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

KATHLEEN MURRAY & THE GROOVE COUNCIL
10:00pm | South Turner Stage
For funky horn-driven R&B with old school Detroit soul sound, 
don’t miss this nine-piece band. Featuring four horns and lead 
singer Kathleen Murray, the band plays soul classics and new 
tunes with an old-school sound. Don’t miss your chance to 
party with the council. 

JOHNNY D BLUES JAM with special guest
FREDDIE CUNNINGHAM
11:00pm | AFTERGLOW at UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
Well-known in the community for his performances and the 
local blues jams he hosted for years, Johnny D is bringing 
straight-up blues to this year’s festival. Johnny will be joined 
by Freddie Cunningham, an equally well-known and loved 
vocalist. Old Town won’t want to miss their jams.  
The band will perform from 11pm-12am, followed by a band-
led jam session with other festival musicians until 1:30 am.

PERFORMERS
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SAT SEPT 17
KIDZBEAT
2:00pm | North Turner Stage
Instrument Petting Zoo

KIDZBEAT
3:00pm | North Turner Stage
Bryce Berry & Friends

KIDZBEAT
3:30pm | North Turner Stage
Greater Lansing Ballet Company performs 
Dancin’ The Blues

SPECIAL GUEST
3:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

HILGER & DEVOS
4:00pm | South Turner Stage
Steve Hilger and Dave Devos have been playing blues together 
for 14 years as The Steve Hilger band and as this duo. They have 
performed in the Midwest from Chicago to Alpena, West Michigan, 
the mid-south, and Southwest Florida, bringing an electric show 
with high energy, all-original eclectic blues. They are also winners 
of this year’s CABS Blues challange.

SCHOOL OF ROCK
5:00pm | North Turner Stage

AJAH MONTALVO
5:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
Ajah is a Michigan native who has been performing since the 
age of nine. She has an old soul for music and has the ability 
to connect her audience emotionally with musical range and 
passion. Ajah has created a unique country-soul fusion style 
which is reminiscent of the sounds of her favorite artists.

MIKE ESPY & YAKITY YAK
6:00pm | South Turner Stage

“The Metro area is truly blessed with ultra-talented blues 
musicians,” said Steve Allen, president of the Detroit Blues 
Society. “Mike Espy and Yakity Yak represent the very best of 
the very best.”

BIG B & THE ACTUAL PROOF
7:00pm | River Stage
This year’s winner of CABS Blues Challange, Big B and the Actual 
Proof are an inspired fusion of modern blues, roots music 
and psychedelic rock. Their original music features powerful 
arrangements fueled by slick guitar, clear, convincing vocals, and 
a rhythm section that booms, rattles and shakes. Imagine Stevie 
Ray Vaughan covering Nick Cave, the Stray Cats doing Tom Waits, 
or Pink Floyd playing Screamin’ Jay Hawkins.

SCHOOL OF ROCK
7:00pm | North Turner Stage

AJAH MONTALVO
7:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

LADY SUNSHINE BAND
8:00pm | South Turner Stage
Lady Sunshine, from Detroit, is true to the blues, having a 
deep soulful drive that is apparent in her heartfelt originals. 
Her authentic, steady groove rhythm section and her powerful 
horn players will have audiences pumping.

GRADY HALL & THE DISCIPLES OF FUNK
9:00pm | River Stage
Grady Hall & The Disciples of Funk has cultivated their signature 
sound influenced by old school funk, soul and rock. The band is 
currently working on a new studio album due to release at the  
end of 2022.

AJAH MONTALVO
9:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

LADY CHAMPAGNE with 
special guest JAMES CARTER
10:00pm | South Turner Stage
Lady Champagne, born in Louisiana, has been singing the 
blues in Detroit for over 30 years. Her band includes Lester 
Hambone (guitar) Brown, Lorell Holton (drums), Alonzo Harrison 
(trumpet), John Calhoun (trombone), Sean McDonald (keys).
She’s shared the stage with some of the greatest blues 
artists, from KoKo Taylor, Johnny Bassett, Alberta Adams, Chick 
Willis, writer of Mustang Sally Sir Mack Rice, Larry McCray, 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Blues man Billy Davis, Jimmy 
Johnson, Nora Jean Brusco, Jimmy Burns, Bobby Rush and the 
late great Bobby Blue Bland.
In 2014, Lady Champagne was Inducted into the Detroit Blues 
Hall of Fame for best Blues artist award, for expressive 
singing and powerful voice.

James Carter was born in Detroit Michigan and learned to play 
under the tutelage of Donald Washington. Carter has won 
Downbeat magazine’s Critics and Readers Choice award for baritone 
saxophone several years in a row. He has performed, toured 
and played on albums with Lester Bowie, Julius Hemphill, Frank 
Lowe & the Saxemble, Kathleen Battle, the World Saxophone 
Quartet, Cyrus Chestnut, Wynton Marsalis, Dee Dee Bridgewater 
and the Mingus Big Band.

MIKE ESPY - YAKITY YAK/BLUES JAM
11:00pm | AFTERGLOW at UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
The band will perform from 11pm-12am, followed by a band-
led jam session with other festival musicians until 1:30 am.

OPEN DURING BLUESFEST • @ 1210 Turner St

THUR SEPT 15

KICK OFF BENEFIT CONCERT
UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner • Donation

TOM DUFFIELD  • 6:00pm
Tom Duffield has been a key part of the blues scene for 
decades, with his amazing piano work and expansive 
repertoire. Duffield is a seasoned performer, he is a regular 
at music festivals in Michigan. Expect interpretations of the 
standards, as well as much of his own surprises.

CLIQUE VOCALS  • 7:00pm
This duo is composed of two seasoned musicians, Dan 
Templin and Kelly Sandula-Gruner, who love to perform. 
Clique Vocals can be found performing at local events, 
venues, and concerts, such as being featured vocalists in 
front of Lansing Concert Band’s jazz big band.

ASAMU JOHNSON 
& THE ASSOCIATES OF THE BLUES
8:00pm
From Grand Rapids, this band is keeping blues music alive 
today. Not only does the Asamu Johnson blues band play 
tunes you will recognize, they also have an array of original 
songs that can be heard on their CDs, Bow Legs and Big 
Feet, Got To Go, and Blues You Can Use.

FRI SEPT 16

GINA GARNER
6:00pm | South Turner Stage
Soulful, sultry vocals that cross multiple genres can be anticipated 
from this performer. Gina is a powerhouse of blues music, bringing 
an energetic and funky style audiences will love.

CROSSROADS RESSURECTION
7:00pm | River Stage
Crossroads Resurrection brings a funky, unique blend of 
blues, soul, and swamp grooves with an engaging stage show. 
Consisting of Eddie Lester, Dave Allemane, Charles Johnson, 
and Jeff Fernandez, the Kalamazoo-based band is a crowd 
pleaser and will make you want to dance.

SCHOOL OF ROCK
7:00pm | North Turner Stage
School of Rock is proud to bring their talented student 
performers to this year’s BluesFest. The revolutionary music 
program refines young musicians in many skills, who then blow 
away audiences at many notable live music venues.

TOM DUFFIELD
7:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

BROTHA EARTH
8:00pm | South Turner Stage
Get ready for a rare concert experience by Brotha Earth, the five-
piece band currently working on a new tour called “A Rare Musical 
Tribute” that has collectively entertained audiences internationally 
for decades. Audiences can expect a truly high-powered concert 
from this group.

TWYLA BIRDSONG
9:00pm | River Stage
Twyla Birdsong was raised on church choir, leading to her love 
for the blues music she performs now. She uses her music and 
platform to share her message to “whisper love in the air”.

SCHOOL OF ROCK 
9:00pm | North Turner Stage

TOM DUFFIELD
9:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

KATHLEEN MURRAY & THE GROOVE COUNCIL
10:00pm | South Turner Stage
For funky horn-driven R&B with old school Detroit soul sound, 
don’t miss this nine-piece band. Featuring four horns and lead 
singer Kathleen Murray, the band plays soul classics and new 
tunes with an old-school sound. Don’t miss your chance to 
party with the council. 

JOHNNY D BLUES JAM with special guest
FREDDIE CUNNINGHAM
11:00pm | AFTERGLOW at UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
Well-known in the community for his performances and the 
local blues jams he hosted for years, Johnny D is bringing 
straight-up blues to this year’s festival. Johnny will be joined 
by Freddie Cunningham, an equally well-known and loved 
vocalist. Old Town won’t want to miss their jams.  
The band will perform from 11pm-12am, followed by a band-
led jam session with other festival musicians until 1:30 am.

PERFORMERS
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LOYALTY

General
Admission

Premier & VIP

NORTH

SOUTH

DRINKS
FOOD &

TICKETS &
T-SHIRTS

BEVERAGE STATION & FOOD
There will be a beverage station in front of UrbanBeat with beer, wine, mixed drinks and food for only $ 500.
Also, OZONE’S BREWHOUSE foodtruck and other vendors will be near the North Turner Stage.

ABOUT MICA
The Michigan Institute for Contemporary Art’s mission is to create open spaces where people can 
come together, meet old friends, make new friends, and in the context of the arts take action to 
bring about positive community transformation. MICA’s exhibitions in the visual arts and programs in 
music, performance, film and literature provide opportunities to entertain, educate and inspire. For 
more, see micharts.org.

THURSDAY • SEPT 15 TICKETS UrbanBeat STAGE
7:00pm Tom Duffield Donation 1213 Turner
8:00pm Clique Vocals Donation 1213 Turner

9:00pm 
Asamu Johnson & the 
Associates of the Blues Donation 1213 Turner

FRIDAY • SEPT 16 TICKETS STAGES 
5:00pm Tom Duffield Free UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner
6:00pm Gina Garner GA & Premier South Turner Stage
7:00pm Crossroads Ressurection Free River Stage, behind UrbanBeat
7:00pm School of Rock Free North Turner Stage
7:30pm Tom Duffield Free UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner
8:00pm Brotha Earth GA & Premier South Turner Stage
9:00pm Twyla Birdsong Premier River Stage, behind UrbanBeat
9:00pm School of Rock Free North Turner Stage
9:30pm Tom Duffield Free UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner

10:00pm Kathleen Murray & the Groove Council GA & Premier South Turner Stage
11:00pm Johnny D Blues Jam Afterglow AFTERGLOW at UrbanBeat Stage

SATURDAY • SEPT 17 TICKETS STAGES 
2:00pm Instrument Petting Zoo • KidzBeat Free North Turner Stage
3:00pm Bryce Berry & Friends • KidzBeat Free North Turner Stage

3:30pm
Greater Lansing Ballet Company 
performs Dancin’ The Blues • KidzBeat Free North Turner Stage

3:30pm Special Guest Free UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner
4:00pm Hilger & Devos Free South Turner Stage
5:00pm School of Rock Free North Turner Stage
5:30pm Ajah Montalvo Free UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner
6:00pm Mike Espy & Yakity Yak GA & Premier South Turner Stage
7:00pm Big B & the Actual Proof Premier River Stage, behind UrbanBeat
7:00pm School of Rock Free North Turner Stage
7:30pm Ajah Montalvo Free UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner
8:00pm Lady Sunshine Band GA & Premier South Turner Stage
9:00pm Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk Premier River Stage, behind UrbanBeat
9:30pm Ajah Montalvo Free UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner

10:00pm
Lady Champagne  
with James Carter GA & Premier South Turner Stage

11:00pm Mike Espy - Yakity Yak & Jam Afterglow AFTERGLOW 
at UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner

      (GA) General Admission

Terry Terry
Tammy Slavik
Tom Cathey

David Barr
Brandon Leathers
Sarah Eyde

Michigan Institute for Contemporary Art (MICA) is a 
501(c)3 nonprofit organization that serves as a catalyst 
for community transformation through quality arts 
programming. Grants, donations, sponsorships and 
other revenues support art and artists.

MICA Board

SOUTH TURNER STAGE

NORTH TURNER STAGE

RIVER STAGE

URBANBEAT STAGE X

Kickoff
Concert
$25

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

(GA) General 
Admission

$15
Premier
$25

X X

Afterglow
$10 per night

FOUNDING
SPONSOR

SPONSORS • GOLD SILVERGRANTS BRONZE
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By BILL CASTANIER 
Librarians across Michigan have a lot 

on their minds as Banned Book Week 
approaches on Sept. 18. 

This past election cycle, residents in 
Michigan’s Jamestown Township in Ot-
tawa County, southwest of Grand Rap-
ids, found themselves embroiled in a 
debate about whether its library should 
be defunded because it refused to re-
move LGBTQ books from its shelves. 
The result? Residents turned down the 
library’s millage request, setting off a 
debate about First Amendment rights 
versus parental rights.  

Residents calling themselves the 
Jamestown Conservatives campaigned 
against the millage after calling for 
books such as “Gender Queer: A Mem-
oir,” by Maia Kobabe, be banned. 

In April the library director quit af-
ter being called a pedophile because of 
certain book titles on library shelves. 
Shortly after, another librarian at quit 
after being accused of “grooming” chil-
dren and called a pedophile. 

In June, 135 miles to the southeast of 
Jamestown, the director of the Hillsdale 
Library resigned after facing a conten-
tious proposal by a library board mem-
ber to ban LGBTQ books. 

Several other libraries across the state 
are facing attacks from well-organized 
conservative groups, including some 
who want to ban “Harry Potter” books. 

Moves to ban books are becoming 
more than isolated cases. 

Deborah Mikula, director of the 
Michigan Library Association, which 
represents the 650 Michigan libraries, 
said its organization has launched the 
grassroots organization MiRightToRe-
ad to educate the public and oppose 
book banning. MIRightToRead, which 
has about 1,000 members, “opposes any 
attempts to ban books from Michigan 

Librarians fight censorship as attacks grow around state 
Libraries based on content subjectively 
deemed inappropriate … and any legis-
lation that infringes upon First Amend-
ment rights and intellectual freedom,” 
its website says. 

Mikula said, “I had an inkling the 
movement (to ban books) was grow-
ing last year, and we moved quickly 
to implement the grassroots organi-
zation.” 

“We are coming from behind, and 
many of these conservative groups 
are well funded but for us there is 
strength in numbers,” Mikula said. 

At a recent first-time national con-
vention of Moms for Liberty, one 
of the most notable book-banning 
proponents, Betsy DeVos, Michigan 
multi-millionaire and former U.S. 
secretary of education, joined Florida 
Gov. Rick DeSantis in addressing the 
group in Tampa.  

 “All the book-banning attacks are 
going to be different but MIRightTo 
Read provides the tools to address 
all of those attacks in advance,” Mikula 
said. 

Across the state, library governing 
boards are either appointed by local 
governing bodies or by popular vote. 
Members of Capital Area District Li-
brary system’s board are appointed by 
Ingham County and the city of Lansing. 
In East Lansing, the City Council ap-
points the library board. 

East Lansing Library Director Kris-
tin Shelley has also implemented new 
policies to get ahead of the curve and 
recently overhauled the library’s collec-
tion process and its intellectual policy 
procedures. 

“It underlines that libraries are one of 
the core champions of the First Amend-
ment and provides a detailed procedure 
for a patron challenging a book,” she 
said. 

“Libraries are dedicated to providing 
books and other materials on a wide 
range of topics for all ages,” Shelley 
said. Many local libraries shelve books 
that would fall on watch lists com-
piled by conservative groups, including 

“Gender Queer,” which is a coming-of-
age graphic novel and contains graphic 
depictions of oral sex and masturba-
tion.  

“I have been a librarian for more than 
33 years, and I have never seen the 
movement to ban books as so aggressive 
and vitriolic.” 

Shelley said responsibility for what 
children read falls heavily on parents 
and guardians. 

“However, it’s not appropriate for 
their opinions to spill into other people’s 
children,” Shelley said. 

“We want parents to come with their 

children to the library, but libraries are 
not acting in loco parentis,” she said. 

Scott Duimstra, executive director of 
CADL, which comprises 13 branches 
serving 23 municipalities in Ingham 
County, agrees that parental input into 

what children read is critical. 
“We are not going to force any-

thing to read on children,” he said. 
“The recent efforts to ban books 

should be a wake-up call. We should 
be proud that we represent di-
verse voices,” said Duimstra, presi-
dent-elect of the MLA. “The reason 
we have books on the shelves is peo-
ple check them out.” 

Banning books has a long history. 
“The Bible,” “Lolita” and “Ulysses” 
have been banned as well as such 
children’s books as “Charlotte’s Web” 
and “Where's Waldo.” 

“It’s only recently that books on 
LGBQT issues and Critical Race 
Theory have been targeted national-
ly,” Duimstra said. 

Duimstra and Shelley both said that 
their libraries get only a few challenges 
a year, but they are certain that is about 
to change. 

Shelley said Kent County Library is 
getting two challenges a week, and the 
Rochester Hills Library has gotten 15 
challenges so far this year. 

In good news, local residents of 
Jamestown Township appear to be ral-
lying around a proposed millage that 
will be on the ballot in November, and 
The Washington Post recently reported 
that a citizen effort had raised $180,000 
to support the library. 

Find us on 
Facebook 

and Instagram!
Curious Book Shop
307 E. Grand River, E. Lansing

Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Sun. 12-5 
332-0112  w We validate parking

 curiousbooks.com

Archives Book Shop
519 W. Grand River, E. Lansing

Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 12-5
332-8444 w Free Parking

thearchivesbookshop@gmail.com
We have books you 
always wanted but 
never knew existed!
Quality Used Books 

at Great Prices!

Quality Used Books 
at  Great Prices!

We have books 
you always 

wanted but never 
knew existed!

NOTICE— REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
 

HAVEN HOUSE, a nonprofit organization in East Lansing, Michigan,  
intends to serve as Homeless Management Information System (HMIS)  

Lead Agency for MI-508 Continuum of Care serving Lansing/Ingham County. 
  

Proposals are now being accepted for contracted work to fulfil the duties  
of HMIS Administrator as outlined by the US Dept. of Housing & Urban  

Development (HUD) and the Michigan Coalition to End Homelessness (MCAH). 
 

Visit HUD.gov and mihomeless.org for information on HMIS Administrator  
responsibilities.  To submit a proposal or for more information contact: 

 

HAVEN HOUSE 
info@HavenHouseEL.org 

121 Whitehills Dr. 
East Lansing, MI 48823 

 
 

Proposals to perform HMIS Administrator work on a contract basis are due and 
must be received by Wednesday, September 21 at 5:00 PM to be considered. 

 

Haven House’s mission is to guide and supports families  
who face homelessness on their paths to stable homes. 
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The Broad 
Art Museum is 
a free, contem-
porary art mu-
seum with an 
expansive col-
lection located 
on the campus 
of Michigan 
State Univer-

sity. Its website says the Broad embraces 
“actively anti-racist approaches to exhi-
bitions and programming.” The muse-
um’s current exhibition, “Latoya Ruby 
Frazier: Flint is Family in Three Acts,” 
runs to Jan. 29. For five years, photog-
rapher Latoya Ruby Frazier document-
ed the personal toll of the Flint water 
crisis with the aim of keeping Flint in 
the national conversation about envi-
ronmental justice and access to clean 
water. This exhibit is a collaboration 
with two other Michigan museums, the 
Stamps Gallery at U of M and the Flint 
Institute of Arts.  

This year’s lead exhibition is a ret-
rospective celebrating 10 years of the 

Where to go    
to scratch that 
museum and 
gallery itch 

MSU Broad Art Museum and the life 
and work of its architect, the late Zaha 
Hadid. (See P. 11.) “Zaha Hadid Design: 
Untold” opens Friday (Sept. 10) and runs 
till Feb.12. “Art Along the River, Grand” 
runs Sept. 10-Dec. 18. This exhibition ex-
plores public art in the Greater Lansing 
area, with an interest in “what public art 
is, who it is made by, and who it is for.” 

The Michigan 
State University 
Museum is de-
scribed as the place 
“Where Science 
and Culture Meet.” 
Admission to this 
Smithsonian-af-

filiated institution is free and includes 
permanent and rotating exhibits de-
signed for all ages. The inaugural ex-
hibit in The Sandbox gallery is called 
“Gameplay” and features video games 
designed by MSU students and faculty. 
The exhibit encourages visitors to “con-
template the impact of video games on 

our society,” and to play the games. It is 
open now and runs through the end of 
December 2022.  

This year’s lead exhibition explores 
the global climate crisis. “1.5 ° Celsius” 
references the temperature rise to which 
humans must limit global warming. 
Having already increased the planet’s 
heat to 1.1° Celsius above pre-indus-
trial levels, the clock is ticking, loudly. 
Museum Director Devon Akmon says, 
“We seek to spark immediate action by 
inviting our guest to imagine new ways 
of addressing social and environmental 
issues." The exhibition runs till Feb. 25.  

The MICA 
Gallery serves 
as a hub for 
artists, con-
certs and cre-
ative events 
in Old Town. 

The gallery provides exhibition oppor-
tunities for visual artists, musicians, 
poets, and performance artists. MICA 
showcases contemporary visual art 
exhibits and corresponding program-
ming with an emphasis on community 
transformation. MICA Presents Michi-
gan BluesFest runs Sept. 15-17 on four 
stages. During BluesFest, each artist has 
agreed to premiere a song, composition 
or arrangement never performed pub-
licly before. 

The Michigan 
History Muse-
um features five 
floors of Michi-
gan’s history with 
yearly exhibitions 
that dive deep-
er into historical 
people, events, 

and artifacts. Adult admission is $8, 
but Sundays are free for everyone. The 
current exhibit, “Mathias J. Alten: An 
American Artist at the Turn of the Cen-

Courtesy Broad Art Museum 

The Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum celebrates its 10th anniversary Friday with an 
exhibit on the late Zaha Hadid, who designed the building. 

Courtesy 

“Gameplay” is one of the current exhibits at the 
Michigan State University Museum. 

Courtesy 

The Lansing Art Gallery recently moved 
into its fourth home, inside the Knapp’s 
Centre in downtown Lansing. 

By CHELSEA LAKE ROBERTS

Michigan State 
University Broad Art 
Museum  

547 E. Circle Dr., East Lansing  
Thursday-Sunday,10 a.m. to 
6 p.m.  
(517) 884-4800  
Broadmuseum.msu.edu  

tury,” explores a German immigrant’s life 
and artistic work. Alten is remembered 
for impressionist oil paintings that cele-
brate our state’s natural landscapes. The 
exhibit is runs through Nov. 6.  

The Michigan History Center also 
offers numerous opportunities for the 
public to participate in Michigan’s his-
tory. This September marks the fifth 
annual Heritage Gathering Conference, 
highlighting important events and peo-
ple in Michigan’s Underground Rail-
road movement, including histories of 
freedom seekers as told through their 
descendants. 

MSU Museum 

409 W. Circle Dr., East 
Lansing  
Tuesday-Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.  
(517) 355-2370  
Museum.MSU.edu  

Michigan History 
Center 

702 W. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing  
Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Sunday, 1 p.m. 
to 5 p.m.  
Michigan.gov/MHC  

MICA Gallery  

1210 Turner St., Lansing  
Tuesday-Saturday, Noon 
to 5 p.m.  
micagallery.org  

 
The Lansing Art 

Gallery promotes 
and celebrates the 
work of Michi-
gan artists. The 
nonprofit is firm-
ly settled into its 
new home in the 
historic Knapp’s 
Centre downtown. 

The space features both fine art and a 
retail gallery with plenty of program-
ming such as artist talks, ArtPath, and 
art-making kits for children of all ages.  

The exhibit “Essays on Invisibility,” 
which closes Oct. 22, features printmak-
ing work by Paloma Nunez-Regueiro. 
The artist draws on her life experiences 
as the daughter of a Chinese father and 

a Mexican mother whose 
family relocated numerous 
times throughout North, 
South, and Central Amer-
ica.  

The gallery’s Michigan 
Made | Holiday Art Ex-
hibition (Nov. 2-Dec. 23) 
features original artwork 
in any medium created by 
Michigan artists.  

(Editor’s note: Chelsea 
Roberts, who wrote this 
story, also serves on the 
board of the Lansing Art 
Gallery.) 

Lansing Art 
Gallery  

300 S. Washington Sq. 
Suite 100 Lansing 
Thursday-Saturday, 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
(517) 574 – 4521 
Lansingartgallery.org  
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Sept. 9th
5:00-8:00PM

Absolute Gallery
Arts Council of  
Greater Lansing
Bradly's Home and Garden 
Elderly Instruments
Great Lakes Art & Gifts
Katalyst Gallery
Metro Melik 517
MICA Gallery
Odd Nodd Art Supply
Old Town Commercial  
Association
Old Town General Store
Polka Dots Boutique

Experience a variety of unique venues — from one block  
to the next — alive with music, art, demos and a whole lot 
more. Come explore, meet the artists, wine and dine.  
Arts Night Out has something for everyone!

#MyArtsNightOut | MyArtsNightOut.com

See art and fun come together Friday night in Lansing!
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By LAWRENCE COSENTINO 
One title, plucked from the profusion 

of classical and jazz performances about 
to burst forth in greater Lansing in the 
2022-‘23 performing arts season, sums 
up the whole scene: “Krakatoa.” 

The talented and passionate musi-
cians of greater Lansing and Michi-
gan State University will continue to 
breathe life into the great music of the 
past, as they have done for decades, but 
this season is different. 

Music you never heard, and ought 
to, will erupt almost continuously in a 
calendar packed with fresh faces, new 
music, diverse 
voices and 
i m a g i n a t i v e 
programming. 
It’s hopeless to 
touch on every 
highlight, but 
here we go. 

The MSU 
Symphony and 
its dynamic 
young conduc-
tor, Octavio 
Más-Arocas, will 
perform the 
aforementioned 
“Krakatoa,” by 
Chicago com-
poser Stacy 
Garrop, at the 
Wharton Center Feb. 10, on a packed 
slate that also includes “Soul Force,” by 
celebrated New York composer Jessie 
Montgomery. The same crew will play 
“Metacosmos,” by young Icelandic com-
poser Anna Thorvaldsdóttir, along with 
Prokofiev’s crushing Fifth Symphony, 
Oct. 30.  

Not fresh enough for you? The pul-
sating amoeba of student musicians 
known as Musique 21 explores 20th and 
21st century sounds and sights in four 
concerts spread over the 2022-’23 sea-
son (Sept. 26, Oct. 31, Feb. 6 and April 
24). A battery of master percussionists, 
led by MSU’s Gwendolyn Dease, plays 
new music Sept. 28 at Cook Recital Hall 
in the MSU College of Music Build-
ing. An 18-member Tuba-Euphonium 
Ensemble — no kidding — will open a 
Stygian trap door of chaos Feb. 2 under 
MSU’s Fairchild Theatre. A free April 8 
concert at Cook explores the research 
of MSU plant biologists via new acous-
tic-electric compositions.  

That’s only a sampling of the packed 
2022-‘23 MSU College of Music calen-
dar. From a superb early music series 
to the under-appreciated, innovative 
sounds of the Wind Symphony and uni-
versity bands to a relentless slate of al-
most daily recitals by faculty and guests, 
check the college’s website for more in-
formation. 

Each year, MSU jazz studies brings 
a bouquet of top jazz musicians for a 
week each of master classes, workshops 
at area high schools and a concert at 
Fairchild. The queenly pipes of vocalist 
supreme Carmen Bradford, who sang 

with Count Basie for nine years, will be-
gin the season with a grand flourish Oct. 
7. Soulful Detroit trumpeter Dwight 
Adams will mix it up with jazz studies 
faculty and students Nov. 4. Switzer-
land-based trombonist and composer 
Adrian Mears will add a worldly eclec-
ticism to the program Dec. 9. The blis-
tering, Texas-spawned “hobo bebop” 
guitar of Bruce Forman will scramble 
the scene Feb. 3. Camille Thurman, a 
dynamic young singer, composer and 
multi-instrumentalist, brings her for-
midable talents to the program finale 
March 3.  

The stellar MSU Professors of Jazz, 
led by bassist and jazz studies Director 
Rodney Whitaker, will bring back the 
ever-popular “Jazzy Little Christmas” 
Dec. 17 at Fairchild, but just in case you 
think they’re getting soft, watch them 
dive into the spiky music of Thelonious 
Monk Feb. 24.  

When the innovative, engaging New 
York-based Imani Winds return to 

Wharton for a concert March 25 and 
a week-long residency, expect to hear 
anything from West African rhythms 
and melodies to the music of jazz greats 
Wayne Shorter and John Coltrane and 
the poetry of Persian mystic Rumi and 
literary lion Langston Hughes. 

Other classical and jazz artists visiting 
the Wharton Center this season include 
the Scottish Chamber Orchestra and its 
charismatic director, Nicola Benedetti 
(Oct. 18), riveting young cellist Alisa 
Wellerstein (doing her specialty, Bach, 
on Jan. 26) and the New York Philhar-
monic String Quartet (April 6).  

Jazz at Lincoln Center’s “Songs We 
Love,” a touring show with an all-star big 
band and three guest vocalists, comes to 
Wharton Feb. 21. Charismatic singer 
Cyrille Aimee brings her own eclectic 
jazz muse to Wharton March 30. 

The sellout experiment of deploying 
Lansing Symphony Orchestra musi-
cians in REO Town’s Robin Theatre to 
play new music, mostly by local compos-
ers, will be doubled in 2022-‘23. LSO at 
the Robin will showcase more than 30 
living composers, many of whom will 
attend the concerts and chat with the 
audience afterward, on Jan. 19, Feb. 16, 
March 16 and April 20, 2023 — a de 
facto festival of new chamber music.  

The LSO’s MasterWorks series is also 
serving up freshly minted music in be-
tween bread-and-butter classics. For 
the season opener Oct. 7, music Direc-
tor Timothy Muffitt will unveil the first 
of two world premiere compositions by 
an audience favorite, composer-in-resi-
dence Patrick Harlin. Later that night, 

Chicago-based violinist Adé Williams 
will play the Samuel Barber violin 
concerto. The Nov. 5 LSO concert fea-
tures music by Respighi, Hindemith, 
Debussy and a truly major eruption — 
Stravinsky’s crushing “Firebird Suite.” 
One of the most exciting soloists ever 
to perform with the LSO, Van Cliburn 
International Piano Competition Jon 
Nakamatsu, comes to Lansing Jan. 12 
to play the magisterial Brahms Second 
Piano Concerto. The LSO’s March 4 
concert pairs Mozart and Shostakov-
ich’s little-heard Ninth Symphony. The 
June 2 closer will bring Harlin’s tenure 
as composer-in-residence to an electri-
fying climax with the world premiere of 
“The Fourth Pedal,” an electro-acoustic 
extravaganza that will feature the re-
turn of dynamic young pianist Clayton 
Stephenson. 

Even grand opera, a rare experience 
in mid-Michigan, is headed our way this 

coming season, 
thanks to MSU 
Opera Theatre. 
Mozart’s “La 
Finta Giardi-
niera” serves up 
a light appetiz-
er, followed by 
an elephantine 
main course 
Nov. 16-20 — 
MSU’s first-ev-
er production 
of Giuseppe 
Verdi’s mag-
num opus, 
“Falstaff.”  

Lansing is 
also blessed 
with two cham-

ber music series — the LSO Chamber 
Series and the Absolute Music series, 
curated by LSO principal flutist Rich-
ard Sherman — and both are back at 
full strength. Check their websites for 
more information. 

And don’t forget Lansing’s gold stan-
dard jazz venue, Jazz Tuesdays at Mori-
arty’s, a local miracle that keeps the 
jazz flowing every week, with star guest 
artists, faculty and students from MSU 
and surprise guests. Watch for vocalist/
clarinetist Sarah D’Angelo Sept. 27, De-
troit bassist Paul Keller Oct. 25, an all-
star tribute to Chick Corea Nov. 8 and 
the great vocalist Ramona Collins Dec. 
27, with a visit from New York City pi-
anist Ben Rosenblum in February. The 
packed, eclectic music calendar at Urban 
Beat in Old Town always tosses jazz and 
even some chamber music into the mix. 
There is much, much more to explore, 
but we are out of space. For those who 
say there’s nothing going on in greater 
Lansing, I have only one word: Krakatoa.  

Vocalist supreme Carmen Bradford (left), a veteran of Count Basie’s band, comes to MSU Oct. 7. (Right) Chicago composer Stacy 
Garrop’s “Krakatoa” will go into eruption Feb. 10, courtesy of the MSU Symphony and music Director Octavio Más-Arocas. 

GO, KRAKATOA, GO 
Fresh jazz and classical sounds will erupt in 2022-‘23 
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By TODD HEYWOOD 
The 2022-‘23 theater season is offi-

cially underway in the Capitol region. 
City Pulse has also reconstituted the 
Pulsar Awards Committee, and we’re 
excited to hear from returning reviewers 
and to introduce new ones to give you 
their takes on performances throughout 
Greater Lansing. Want to be a judge or 
reviewer? Please email me at heywood.
reporter@gmail.com. 

Here are shows scheduled so far. Star-
light Dinner Theatre has no plans yet, 
but company director Linda Granger 
said possibly in the spring. 

For more information on performanc-
es and tickets, see theater group websites. 

“Something Wicked This Way Comes.” 
William Halloway and James Nightshade 
confront an evil carnival in this stage ad-
aptation of Ray Bradbury’s classic novel. 
Opens Nov. 4. (The company is theater 
performed by youth actors for youth.) 

Also this season: “The Lion, the 
Witch and The Wardrobe,” opens Feb. 
3. “School of Rock,” opens April 28. 

Behind 
the Curtain

BEHIND 
THE CURTAIN

BEHIND 
THE

CURTAIN

BEHIND THE CURTAIN

Greater Lansing theater returns with more than 50 shows 

“12 Angry Men.” A classic 
courtroom drama exploring 
how an American jury strug-
gles with facts, evidence and 
prejudice in determining 
criminal culpability. Opens 
Sept. 22 at the historic Liv-
ingston County Courthouse.  

“9 to 5: The Musical.” Based 
on the classic Dolly Parton movie, this 
show about office politics is sure to get 
your toes tapping. Opens Nov. 4. 

Also this season: “Murder on the Ori-
ent Express,” opens Feb. 3. “Tuck Ever-
lasting: The Musical,” opens March 14. 
“The Sound of Music,” opens May 12.  

“The Magnolia Ballet, Part 1.” A 

Southern Gothic fable about a Black 
queer boy blending high drama, dance 
poetry and spectacle to explore mas-
culinity, racism and the love between a 
queer kid and his father. A co-produc-
tion with Plowshares Theater in De-
troit. Opens Oct. 13. 

Also this season, “A Very William-
ston Christmas,” opens Nov. 23. “Wild 
Horses,” opens Jan. 26. “Mrs. Harrison,” 
opens March 23. “Alabaster,” opens May 
18. “Be Here Now,” opens July 13.  

“Incognito.” 
Identity, cogni-
tion and Ein-
stein's stolen 

brain. Opens Sept. 16. at the Lansing Mall.  
Also this season: “Blazing guns of the 

Purple Sage,” opens Nov. 4. “Begets: 
The Fall of a High School Ronin,” opens 
March 17. “When I Come to Die,” opens 
May 5.  

“Bell, Book and Candle.” Modern day 
New York Witch Gillian Golroyd casts 
a love spell on Shepard Henderson, in 
no small measure to take on a former 
college rival. Problem? She finds herself 
falling in love and risking her powers as 
a result. Opens Sept. 22. 

Also this season: “Fabulation,” opens 
Oct. 20. “Steel Magnolias,” opens April 13.  

“A Year with Frog and Toad,” Based 
on the beloved children’s book by Ar-
nold Obel, this whimsical musical tells 
the story of an entire year in the lives of 
friends, frog, the happy one, and toad, 
the curmudgeon. Performances: Opens 
Dec. 8. 

Also this season: “Misery,” 
opens Feb. 9. “Kinky Boots,” 

March 2. “Peter and the 
Starcatchers” opens May 4.  

“Kinky 
B o o t s ” : 
A smash 
B r o a d -
way hit 

with music and lyrics by pop icon Cyndi 
Lauper. The magical story of how lives are 
changed when minds are changed. Follow 
the growth of a gentleman’s shoe factory 
to the catwalks of Milan in the musical 
with a heart. Opens Friday (Sept. 9).  

Also this season: “Misery,” opens Oct. 21. 
“Holiday at Lebowsky,” opens Dec. 2. “Billy 
Elliot: The Musical,” opens Feb. 24. “The 
Play That Goes Wrong,” opens April 21.  

“Merrily We Roll Along”: This less-
er known musical by the late Stephen 
Sondheim will be performed at the Lan-
sing Media Center, 2500 S. Washington 
Ave. Lansing. Opens Oct. 20.  

See Theaters, Page 29

“Kinky Boots,” with lyrics and music 
by Cindi Kauper, opens Friday at the 
Lebowsky Center for the Performing 
Arts in Owosso. 

The Fowlerville Community Theater will stage “12 Angry Men” 
at the historic Livingston County Courthouse in Howell begin-
ning Sept. 22. The 1954 play was written for television. 

Fowlerville Community 
Theater: 
fowlervilletheatre.com

Community Theater of 
Howell: 
cththeatre.org

Williamston Theater: 
williamstontheatre.org

Ixion Theater: 
ixiontheatre.com

Riverwalk Theater Black Box Stage:
riverwalktheatre.com

Riverwalk Theater Mainstage: 
riverwalktheatre.com

Owosso Community 
Players: 
lebowskycenter.com

Peppermint Creek Theater: 
peppermintcreek.org

All-of-Us Express Children’s Theatre:
allofusexpress.org
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Open Studio Life Drawing
Interested in developing your figure drawing skills?  

If so, this is an opportunity for you.

FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CONTACT  
Jim McClurken: 517-230-1856  
or jmcclurken@mcclurken.net;  

or Tom Nelson: tom@nelsonfineart.com

Location:  Kresge Art Center, MSU – Rm. 208
When:  Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 9:30 PM.  

Sessions resume Sept. 7, 2022
Participant Fee:  Student  $2  Non-student  $10 

See the MSU website for any requirements related  
to COVID 19.

 Models are nude.  No instruction is provided.

Bring drawing/painting materials.  Chairs, benches, 
drawing boards, and easels are available in the studio.

Also this season, “My Name is Rachel 
Corrie,” opens Nov. 8. “All Is Calm: The 
Christmas Truce of 1914,’ opens Dec. 7. 
“Daddy Longlegs,” opens Feb. 9. “An In-
credibly Human Thing,” opens May 11. 
“White,” opens June 1.  

“Queering History”: This is a staged 
reading directed by Tufford-Dunckel 
that follows a quiet high school student 
while exploring what life would be like 
if queer history was taught in schools. 
Opens Oct. 14.  

Also this season: “Everybody,” opens 
Nov. 16. “Do You Feel Anger?” opens 
Feb. 22. “I Knock at the Door,” opens 
March 16. “Tartuffe,” opens April 12.  

“Corktown, or Through the Valley of 
Dry Bones.” Jackee, a fabulous 14-year-
old boy, will take audiences on a tour 
of one of Detroit’s oldest neighbor-
hoods between 2007 and 2034. From 
the neighborhood’s urban blight to 
the gentrified renaissance, “Corktown” 
chronicles the life cycle of a city and the 
lives of its residents. When the music is 
turned down and the graffiti is painted 
over, there is a beating heart in the his-
tory of this place that cannot be ceased. 
Opens Oct. 14. 

Also this season: “Charlotte’s Web,” 
opens Feb. 17; “Sweat,” opens March 17; 
“Bright Star,” opens April 14.  

“Pretty Woman: The Musical.” Based 
on one of Hollywood’s most beloved 
romantic stories, springs to life with 
a powerhouse creative team led by 
two-time Tony Award®-winning direc-
tor and choreographer Jerry Mitchell 
(“Hairspray,” “Kinky Boots,” “Legally 
Blonde.”) Opens Dec. 13. 

Also this season: “Jagged Little Pill,” 
opens Jan. 31. “Beetlejuice,” opens 
March 14. “Tina: The Tina Turner Mu-
sical,” opens April 18. “Wicked,” opens 
May 10. “Jesus Christ Superstar,” opens 
June 13.  

Theaters
from page 28

Lansing Community College: 
lcc.edu

Michigan State University: 
theatre.msu.edu

Wharton Center: 
whartoncenter.com
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“Point the Way”--it 
feels like a lack of 
direction. 

by Matt Jones 

Across 

1. Ragnarok deity 

5. Pang 

11. Director Duplass 

14. Intentionally low-cost 
items at Costco or 
Trader Joe’s 

16. Ab ___ (from the 
beginning) 

17. Hands-on 
environmentalists, so to 
speak 

18. “Stupid Flanders” 

19. Hi-___ clothing 

20. “Rashomon” director 
Kurosawa 

22. “Pericles, Prince of 
___” 

25. “That’s ___” (“The 
chances are pretty low 
here”) 

29. Events that are fairly 
suspicious 

33. Data path to a 
satellite 

34. Mind’s I? 

35. Rural road sign 
pictograph 

37. “The Pioneer Woman” 
host Drummond 

38. Song you may have 
to distract yourself 
out of 

41. 23andMe material 

42. “Game of Thrones” 
actress Chaplin 

44. Luau side 

45. Region with an 
anthem 

47. Stylish 

50. Earn $200 in 
Monopoly, possibly 

51. Las predecessors 

52. Tumbler 

55. “Goodfellas” group 

57. Tombstone letters 

58. 1996 Travolta/Slater 
film (or what’s found in 
the theme answers) 

66. Homebrew output 

67. Cicero or Seneca, 
e.g. 

68. Donut container 

69. Praiseful poets 

70. Boldly resist 

Down 

1. Estadio cheer 

2. Med school grad 

3. “Equal” prefix 

4. Sydney’s state, for 
short 

5. Lois, in a 1990s series 

6. Capital on the Vistula 

7. Ugandan despot Amin 

8. “The Matrix” 
character 

9. Wolfhound’s warning 

10. French “attempts” 

(where we get the 
literary form from) 

11. “Big Yellow Taxi” 
singer Mitchell 

12. Affirm positively 

13. Skywalker’s mentor 

15. Cox of “Orange Is the 
New Black” 

21. Britney’s ex, in 2000s 
tabloids 

22. “My ___ Party” 
(Busta Rhymes song) 

23. ___ Belova, one of 
the Marvel characters 
known as Black Widow 

24. At-bat stat 

26. Starting to form, like 
a storm 

27. Shakespearean “false 
friend” 

28. “Buon ___!” 

29. Cannes currency 

30. Giraffes’ relatives 

31. Try the number again 

32. Guadalajara guys 

36. Money in 

Johannesburg 

39. Little joeys 

40. What Snickers 
Almond replaced 

43. Deadly slitherers 

46. Points for a slam 
dunk 

48. Mr. Potato Head 
maker 

49. Stir up, as trouble 

52. Take quickly 

53. Stitch’s animated 
partner 

54. ___ predator 

56. John Lennon’s in-laws 

59. TV host Serling 

60. “Cheerleader” singer 
of 2015 

61. ___ in “kilo” 

62. ___ Racer (1987 
Nintendo game) 

63. Relative of a hwy. 

64. “That can’t be good” 

65. Bitingly ironic

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 32

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

SUDOKU     beginner

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, column, and 
outlined 3-by-3 box 
contains the numbers 1 
through 9 exactly once. 
No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 32

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny      Sept 7 - Sept 13, 2022

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Aries-born 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar was one of the greatest 
basketball players ever. He excelled at most 
aspects of the game. Some experts say his 
rebounding was only average for a player his 
size—seven feet, two inches. But he is still the 
third-best rebounder in National Basketball 
Association history. And he played for 20 years, 
until age 40. What tips might Abdul-Jabbar have 
for you now? Here’s a suggestion from him that 
aligns with your current astrological omens: 
“Work on those parts of your game that are 
fundamentally weak.” The implication is that you 
have a lot of strengths, and now it’s time to raise 
up the rest of your skill set. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): As a Taurus, you 
are always wise to be reverent toward your five 
senses. They are your glorious treasures, your 
marvelous superpowers, your sublime assets. 
In the coming weeks, they will serve you even 
better than usual. As you deploy them with all 
your amazement and appreciation unfurled, 
they will boost your intelligence. They will 
heighten your intuition in ways that guide you 
to good decisions. You will tune into interesting 
truths that had previously been hidden from 
you. I suspect your sensory apparatus will be 
so sharp and clear that it will work almost as 
extrasensory powers. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): When you Geminis 
are at your best, you don’t merely tolerate 
dualities. You enjoy and embrace them. You 
work with them eagerly. While many non-
Geminis regard oppositions and paradoxes as 
at best inconvenient and at worst obstructive, 
you often find how the apparent polarities are 
woven together and complementary. That’s why 
so many of you are connoisseurs of love that’s 
both tough and tender. You can be effective in 
seemingly contradictory situations that confuse 
and immobilize others. All these skills of yours 
should come in handy during the coming weeks. 
Use them to the hilt. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Author Jean 
Frémon says Cancerian naturalist Henry David 
Thoreau “always had two notebooks—one for 
facts, and the other for poetry. But Thoreau had 
a hard time keeping them apart, as he often found 
facts more poetic than his poems.” Judging from 
your current astrological omens, Cancerian, I 
suspect you are entering a time when facts will be 
even more poetic than usual. If you open yourself 
to the magic of reality, the mundane details of 
everyday life will delight you and appeal to your 
sense of wonder. Routine events will veer toward 
the marvelous. Can you bear to experience so 
much lyrical grace? I think so. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): “What good is it if you 
read Plato but never clean your toilet?” writes 
author Alice Munro. To which I add, “What good is 
it if you have brilliant breakthroughs and intriguing 
insights but never translate them into practical 
changes in your daily rhythm?” I’m not saying 
you are guilty of these sins, Leo. But I want to 
ensure that you won’t be guilty of these sins in 
the coming weeks. It’s crucial to your long-term 
future that you devote quality time to being earthy 
and grounded and pragmatic. Be as effective as 
you are smart. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): “To love oneself 
is hard work,” declares Virgo author Hanif 
Abdurraqib. He adds, “But I think it becomes 
harder when you realize that you’re actually 
required to love multiple versions of yourself 
that show up without warning throughout a 
day, throughout a week, throughout a month, 
throughout a life.” Let’s make that your 
inspirational strategy, Virgo. The coming weeks 
will be a favorable time to refine, deepen, and 
invigorate your love for all your selves. It may 
be hard work, but I bet it will also be fun and 
exhilarating. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): How to be the best 
Libra you can be in the next three weeks: 1. Make 

sure your cool attention to detail never gets 
chilly. Warm it up now and then. Invite your heart 
to add its counsel to your head’s observations. 
Tenderize your objectivity. 2. Always be willing to 
be puzzled. Always be entertained and educated 
by your puzzlement. Proceed on the theory 
that nothing ever changes unless somebody is 
puzzled. 3. Practice, practice, practice the art of 
moderation. Do so with the intention of using it as 
a flexible skill rather than an unthinking habit. 4. 
Applying the Goldilocks principle will be essential. 
Everything must be just right: neither too much 
nor too little; neither overly grand nor overly 
modest. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): There are 
blessings in every abyss. You, of all the signs in 
the zodiac, have the greatest capacity to find 
those blessings and make them yours. Likewise, 
there is an abyss in each blessing. You, of all the 
signs, have the most power to make sure your 
experiences in the abyss don’t detract from 
but enhance the blessing. In the coming weeks, 
dear Scorpio, take maximum advantage of these 
superpowers of yours. Be a master of zeroing 
in on the opportunities seeded in the dilemmas. 
Show everyone how to home in on and enjoy 
the delights in the darkness. Be an inspirational 
role model as you extract redemption from the 
messes. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): One of my 
favorite Sagittarians is practical mystic Caroline 
Myss, who was born with sun and Mercury and 
ascendant in Sagittarius. In accordance with 
current astrological omens, I’ve gathered six of 
her quotes to serve your current needs. 1. There 
isn’t anything in your life that cannot be changed. 
2. When you do not seek or need approval, you 
are at your most powerful. 3. Healing comes 
from gathering wisdom from past actions and 
letting go of the pain that the education cost you. 
4. The soul always knows what to do to heal itself. 
5. What serves your spirit enhances your body. 
What diminishes your spirit diminishes your body. 
6. What is in you is stronger than what is out there 
to defeat you. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): I have always 
felt you Capricorns are wise to commune with 
rocks, dirt, mud, sand, and clay. I think you 
should regularly touch the actual earth with 
your hands and bare feet. If I’m out hiking with 
a Capricorn friend, I might urge them to sniff 
blooming mushrooms and lean down to kiss 
the exposed roots of trees. Direct encounters 
with natural wonders are like magic potions and 
miracle medicine for you. Moreover, you flourish 
when you nurture close personal relationships 
with anything that might be described as 
foundational. This is always true, but will be 
extra true for you in the coming weeks. Your 
words of power are kernel, core, gist, marrow, 
and keystone. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): The coming 
weeks will be a favorable time to dream up 
creative solutions to problems that haven’t 
fully materialized yet. Then you can apply your 
discoveries as you address problems that 
already exist. In other words, dear Aquarius, I’m 
telling you that your uncanny facility for glimpsing 
the future can be useful in enhancing your life 
in the present. Your almost psychic capacity to 
foretell the coming trends will be instrumental as 
you fix glitches in the here and now. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In the coming 
weeks, logic may be of only partial use to you. 
Information acquired through your senses might 
prove less than fully adequate, as well. On the 
other hand, your talents for feeling deeply and 
tapping into your intuition can provide you with 
highly accurate intelligence. Here’s a further tip 
to help you maximize your ability to understand 
reality: Visit a river or creek or lake. Converse 
with the fish and frogs and turtles and beavers. 
Study the ways of the crabs and crayfish and 
eels. Sing songs to the dragonflies and whirligig 
beetles and lacewings. 
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By SARAH SPOHN 
One of Lansing’s newest public art 

installations has transformed a brown 
wall into an inspiring, colorful mural. 
Nine feet high by 165 feet tall, “Creativ-
ity is a Superpower” is on the 
east side of the Capital Area 
District Libraries build-
ing in downtown Lansing. 
The piece was designed by 
Dustin Hunt of Muralmatics 
and completed with the help 
of students, local artists and 
volunteers.  

Hunt, who founded Muralmatics, de-
cided to use his background in art and 
design to help young adults build math 
skills. He created Muralmatics as a way 
to tutor math by using tangible things 
like architecture and carpentry. Initial-
ly, it began for adult students pursuing a 
GED, but today it includes younger stu-
dents getting to paint massive murals.  

“One mission of Muralmatics is to 
provide high-quality creative program-
ming to youth in a way that is engaging, 
empowering, interesting and impactful. 
In doing so, I aim to increase students' 
creative confidence and their sense of 
agency in their communities,” Hunt says. 
“Muralmatics creates commissioned 
murals to add striking, vibrant, colorful, 
inspiring murals in Lansing and beyond. 
Lastly, by bringing in emerging artists to 
assist on mural projects, Muralmatics 
provides hands-on learning opportuni-
ties to those who aspire to paint big and 
make a living doing so.” 

Around town, Muralmatics has com-

pleted murals at local schools, commu-
nity organizations, and outdoor spaces 
downtown. The latest mural, “Creativity 
is a Super Power,” features Lansing poet 
Keyante Saxon’s original poem. 

“The theme of the poem 
that was created for the 
piece is about the power 
and potential of creativity,” 
Hunt says. “Along with that, 
the location of the piece, a 
public library, played into 
an additional theme around 
accessibility. There are a se-

ries of feet, standing or sitting, from all 
walks of life. The piece is designed to 
leave the viewer imagining who the feet 
belong to.” 

Hunt, 15 different middle and high 
school students and five adult volun-
teers and assistants spent hours outside 
planning, priming and spray painting 
the mural in August. Students brain-
stormed creative writing prompts, par-
ticipated in letter-bending exercises, 
and had conversations on public art.  

For many artists, this was their first 
time using spray paint and working 
outdoors on a large-scale project. Lan-
sing artist Mila Lynn was brought in to 
support and assist students throughout 
the process. Volunteers included Mari-
an Bryant, Ana Holguin, Nancy DeJoy. 
Hunt said students felt proud to be in-
volved in a highly visible art project. He 
hopes viewers feel inspired to think deep-
ly about the power of creativity. “And, if 
they feel so moved to create something 
themselves, that’s great too,” he says. 

The Avenue
2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing 
Space Doggs Present: House Party 
w/ DJ Moose, Moon Disco.
Fri., September 9, 9 p.m. 
Remedy Rodeo feat. Gateo 
Sat., September 10, 9 p.m.

B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing 
Justin Burton 
Thurs., September 8, 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
Flipside 
Sat., September 10, 8:00-11:00 p.m..

Eaton Rapids Craft Co. 
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids 
DJ E-Nyce 
Thurs., September 8, 7-10 p.m. 
Keegan Jacko 
Fri., September 9, 7-10 p.m. 
Sat., September 10, 7-10 p.m

The Exchange 
314 E Michigan Ave., Lansing 
JP & The Energy 
Fri., September 9, 9:30 p.m. 
Sat., September 10, 9:30 p.m.

The Green Door 
5001 W Saginaw Hwy., Lansing 
Soulstice 
Fri., September 9, 9 p.m. 
The Corzo Effect 
Sat., September 10, 9 p.m. 

One North Kitchen & Bar 
2005 E Michigan Ave., Lansing 
The Tenants 
Fri., September 9, 6:30-10:30 p.m. 
Jason Peek 
Sat., September 10, 6:30-10:30 p.m. 

Reno’s East
1310 Abbot Rd., East Lansing 
The New Rule
Fri., September 9, 6:00 p.m. 

The Robin Theatre
1105 S. Washington Ave., Lansing 
Hiroya Tsukamoto 
Sun., September 11, 3 p.m. 
Sun., September 11, 3 p.m. 

Urban Beat
1213 Turner, Lansing 
Richard Smith 
Tues., September 13, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Live & Local

Thurs., September 8, 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
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By CHLOE ALVERSON
Despite its East Lansing location, 

Risky Studios isn’t just for college 
students. Owners Joshua and Alicia 
Southern hope the multimedia pro-
duction studio will serve as a co-work-
ing space for creatives and businesses 
in the area.

Located on the lower level at 301 
M.A.C. Ave., the Southerns found a 
location that is easily accessible from 
Michigan State University and near 
the center of downtown East Lansing. 
Alicia Southern said that their studio 
will be a great 

resource for students who need access 
to things like recording equipment and 
editing software — things that often 
don’t fit into a college dorm room or 
college budget. 

The couple decided to open the pro-
duction studio after Joshua Southern’s 
production company — Risky Music 
Group — had outgrown its various 
locations within their Lansing home.

“With the desire to want to do more 
collaborations, and the opportunity to 
expand, we knew we had to get out of 
the house,” he said. “We’re at a point 
now where we want to share some of 
the wealth with the community.” 

The space features a recording 
booth, an audio production area and 
backdrops for photography opportu-
nities. Even with the small space, a lot 
can be accomplished in Risky Studios. 
The Southerns intend to build a direc-
tory of clients to promote their busi-

nesses as well — a perk that only Risky 
Studios members can enjoy. 

“Those trusted sources we have for 
photography or whatever it is, we want 
to have that business directory to say, 
‘Hey, do you need this? These are the 
people we trust to do those projects for 
you,’” Alicia Southern said. 

Membership packages are fitting for 
creatives who are using the space con-
sistently. For studio services like pod-
casting, photography and the record-
ing studio, there are hourly rates. An 
hour of music production and vocal 
recording starts at $50. The Southerns 
would be present to act as mentors and 
assist clients through the creative pro-
cess. 

The Southerns also plan to rent out 
the studio for small events of 20 people 
or fewer. Alicia Southern described it as 
a “micro-event space” for networking 
events, open mics and study groups. 

“Anybody who is wanting to venture 
off into any creative endeavor that you 
may have, you can get on our website 
and book some time,” Joshua Southern 
said. “Feel free to reach out.” 

Take the risk out of creating at Risky Studios

By CHELSEA PHILLIPS
Impression 5 Science Center is an 

interactive space for children and fam-
ilies to explore and create using all five 
senses. It is conveniently located in 
downtown Lansing, nestled just be-
tween the Riverwalk Theatre and the 
R. E. Olds Transportation Museum. It 
started in East Lansing in 1972 as one 
of the first interactive science museums 
in the country and made the move to its 
current location in 1982.

The center has spaces dedicated for 
newborns and 
beyond, with 
programs like 
D i s c o v e r y 
Time designed 
for children 
as young as 2, 
and the Youth 

Action Council for children fifth grade 
through 12th grade.

Impression 5 Science Center features 
both stationary and traveling exhib-
its. Executive director Erik Larson ex-
plained that proposals for new exhibits 
come from a variety of sources, such as 
members, staff and sponsors.

“Impression 5 has a team in place that 
actually researches and develops, proto-
types and fabricates its own exhibits,” 
Larson said. 

To supplement those exhibits, the 
museum brings in traveling exhibits 

from all over the country. Creating new 
exhibits can take up to two and a half 
years, according to Larson.

“We know our members and visitors 
want to see new exhibits much more 
frequently than that,” he said. 

Along with the delight of celebrating 
50 years of operation this April, Larson 
said there are exciting changes coming. 
One update the museum is looking to 
do would replace the climbing struc-
ture in the First Impression Room — a 
learning space designated for children 
ages birth to 4 years old. There are plans 
to add a second nursing room, which 
will be located on the first floor of the 
science center. Another change will be 
the addition of a café inside the current 
snack and eating area.

Bringing back Member Nights is also 
on the list of upcoming changes, accord-
ing to Larson. He explained that these 
events were “wrapped around a theme 
or opening of an exhibit” and happened 

several times each year prior to the pan-
demic.

Like many organizations and busi-
nesses, Impression 5 Science Center’s 
operations were impacted by the pan-
demic. Previously, Larson said the mu-
seum had around 3,700 members. That 
number dropped by half during the 
pandemic. The museum’s hours were 
also affected.

“Prior to the pandemic, we were open 
six days a week to the public,” Larson 

said. “We were open until 5 o’clock.”
The museum is open to the public 

four days a week with shortened hours. 
The hour adjustment and operation 
days are things the museum continues 
to evaluate as the pandemic continues, 
Larson said.

Sponsors and government programs 
helped Impression 5 during the pan-
demic, but Larson said that the muse-
um is always looking for more volun-
teers and funding for future projects.

Lasting impressions at Impression 5 Science Center

Impression 5 
Science Center
200 Museum Drive, Lansing
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday – Sunday
(517) 485-8116
Impression5.org
$12 non-member admission Courtesy

The First Impression Room is one of the many exhibits at Impression 5 Science 
Center where young children can safely play and explore.

This occa-
sional 
feature 
highlights 
events and 
milestones 
at local 
nonprof-
its. If you 
would like to 

submit a suggestion please email chloe@
lansingcitypulse.com

Courtesy

Joshua and Alicia Southern celebrated 
the grand opening of Risky Studios on 
Saturday (Feb. 26). Risky Studios

301 M.A.C. Ave., Suite 106, 
East Lansing
(989) 341-3652
booking@
riskystudioslansing.com 

Photo by Paradiso Production 

Artists and youth contributed their labor to create “Creativity is a Superpower” 
on a wall of the Capital Area District Library’s downtown Lansing building. 

Mural on downtown CADL building 
celebrates creativity’s ‘superpower
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505 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 517-485-4500. 
lafcu.com.  

Lansing Brewing Company Garage Sale 
- 12-4 p.m. Lansing Brewing Company, 518 E 
Shiawassee St, Lansing.  

Manifesting Your Destiny with Lisa 
Schmidt - 9:30-10:15 a.m. Unity Spiritual Center 
of Lansing, 2395 Washington Road, Lansing. 
unitylansing.org.  

Sunday School for Witches - workshop 
series. 3-4:30 p.m. Keys To Manifestation, 809 
Center St. #7A, Lansing.  manifestlansing.com.  

Monday, September 12 
50 over Fitness - 9-10 a.m. Central Park 
Pavilion, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. 517-853-
4600. meridian50plus.com.  

Book Discussion Group - CADL Mason 
Library - 1-2 p.m. Mason City Hall, 201 W. Ash 
St., Mason. business.masonchamber.org.  

Karaoke - 9 p.m.-1 a.m. The Avenue Cafe, 2021 
E. Michigan, Lansing. avenuecafelansing.com.  

“Mirari, the Way of the Marys” with 
Lucille Olson - 1:30-3 p.m. Unity Spiritual 
Center of Lansing, 2395 S. Washington, Lansing. 
unitylansing.org.  

Tuesday, September 13 
Board Game Meet Up - Ages 18 & up. 6:30-
8:30 p.m. Spare Time Bowling Alley, 3101 E 
Grand River, Lansing.  

Intro to Laser Cutting for Beginners - 4-5 
p.m. MSU Main Library, 366 W Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. bookings.lib.msu.edu.  

Minecraft Mania! - 6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge 
Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. gladl.org 

Parent Happy Hour - Storytime for kids 
and wine flight specials for parents. 5-7 p.m. 
Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 

Preschool Family Storytime - 11-11:30 
a.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org 

Preschool Storytime at CADL Mason 
Library - Ages 3-6. 10:30-11 a.m. 45 W. Ash St., 
Mason.  

Sporcle Live! Trivia - Two games, 7:30 and 
8:30 p.m. Crunchy’s, 254 W Grand River Ave., 
East Lansing. crunchyseastlansing.com.  
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022 
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

 
Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 9 a.m. Monday 

for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, September 7 
Intro to 3D Modeling in Fusion 360 for 
Beginners - 3-5 p.m. MSU Main Library, 366 W 
Circle Dr, East Lansing. bookings.lib.msu.edu.  

50 Over Fitness - Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group. 9-10 a.m., 5151 Marsh 
Rd., Okemos. meridian50plus.com. 

Allen Farmers Market - 2:30-7 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing.  

Essays on Invisibility by Paloma Nunez-
Regueiro - through Sept.  11 a.m. Lansing Art 
Gallery & Education Center, 300 S Washington 
#100, Lansing. lansingartgallery.org.  

Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh 
Tradition - 7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. 
MLK Jr Blvd., Lansing. lamc.info.  

Meridian Farmers’ Market - 3-7 p.m. 1995 
Central Park Dr., Okemos  

Michigan: A Warm Embrace - through Sept. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W.  Grand 
River Ave., Okemos. framersedge.net.  

Michigan Young Birders Network 
Virtual Meeting - 7 p.m. via Zoom. 7-8 p.m.  
michiganaudubon.org.  

Pagan Community Night - Online or in-person 
6-8 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St. 
#7A, Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.  

PeaceQuest Greater Lansing 2022 - To 
celebrate the United Nations International 
Day of Peace. For an events schedule, go to 
peacequestgreaterlansing.org.  

Read Across Time Book Group - 11 a.m.-12 
p.m. Mark’s Place, 238 S Main Street, Eaton 
Rapids. eradl.org.  

Wine Wednesday - Wine & cheese tasting 
6 p.m. Wine & chocolate tasting 8:30 p.m. 
Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 

Thursday, September 8 
Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. James 
Couzens Memorial Park, 13753 Main St, Bath. 
shopbfm.org.  

Capital Area Audubon Society: 
September meeting - 7-8:30 p.m. Woldumar 
Nature Center, 5739 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing.  
capitalareaaudubon.org.  

Chipmunk Story Time - 10-11 a.m. Harris 
Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Rd., Okemos. 517-
349-3866. meridian.mi.us.  

Dimondale Farmers’ Market - 3-7 p.m. 136 
N Bridge St, Dimondale.  

Drop-In Crafternoon (Ages 6-9) - 4-5 p.m. 
CADL Mason Library, 145 W. Ash St., Mason. 
business.masonchamber.org.  

It’s a Thursday Thing - Musicians performing 
on the corner. 5-7 p.m. N Clinton Ave, Saint 
Johns. downtownstjohnsmi.com.  

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - 9:30-
11:20 a.m. Suburban Ice, 2810 Hannah Blvd., 
East Lansing. ladiessilverblades.org  

Movers and Readers Storytime at CADL 
Mason Library - Ages up to 3. 10:30-11 a.m.  
145 W. Ash St., Mason. masonchamber.org.  

Peckham Hosts Contact Center Job Fair - 
Information and hiring event for individuals with 
disabilities. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Capital Area Michigan 
Works, 2110 S. Cedar, Lansing. peckham.org.  

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches! 5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. manifestlansing.com.  

Trivia - 9-11 p.m. The Avenue Cafe, 2021 E 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. avenuecafelansing.com.  

Friday, September 9 
50 Over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus 
Stretch and Flex Exercise group.  9-10 a.m. 
Central Park Pavilion, 5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos. 
meridian50plus.com.  

Arts Night Out - 1232 Turner St., Lansing. 
iloveoldtown.org.  

Auditions: “Queering History” - 6-9 p.m. 
LCC - Black Box Theatre, 411 N. Grand Ave., 
Lansing. 517-483-1122.  

Cruise IN - 5-8 p.m. Holt Farmers’ Market, 
2150 Cedar St, Holt. delhitownship.com.  

Fall Take-Home Crafts @ GLADL - Pick up 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org 

Howl at the Moon - 8-9 p.m. Harris Nature 
Center, 3998 Van Atta Rd., Okemos. 517-349-
3866. meridian.mi.us.  

Massage Techniques for Relaxation - 
4-week class, 12-4 p.m. LCC, 515 Washington 
Square, Rm108, Lansing. lcc.edu.  

Sewers Salute Quilts of Valor Meeting - 
Quilters are welcome to join.  10:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Towar Hart Baptist Church, 6157 Towar Ave., 
East Lansing.  

Spartan Clothing - 1-5 p.m. MSU Surplus 
Store, 468 Green Way, East Lansing. bookings.
lib.msu.edu.  

TGIF Dinner & Dance Party - 7- 11:59 
p.m. Hawk Hollow, 15101 Chandler Rd., Bath. 
tgifdance.com.  

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold Opening 
Reception - 7-9 p.m. Eli and Edythe Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East Lansing. 
broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Saturday, September 10 
Books and Brunch - The Reading People 
are giving away books for free! 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Capital Area Literacy Coalition, 1028 E Saginaw, 
Lansing. thereadingpeople.org.  

Food Preservation w/Dorothy Albert - 10 
a.m.-12 p.m. 500 Clifford St, Lansing, MI 48912, 
Lansing.  

Inebriated Insights - a night of intoxicated 
witchcraft!  5-8 p.m. Keys To Manifestation, 809 
Center St. 7A, Lansing. manifestlansing.com.  

Poetry Group at the CADL Mason Library 
(Teens and Adults) - 6:15-8 p.m. CADL 
Mason Library, 145 W. Ash St., Mason. business.
masonchamber.org.  

Sunday, September 11 
9/11 Hero Run - 9-11 a.m. Community Services 
Center, 2074 Aurelius Rd, Holt. delhitownship.com.  

Action For Cheetahs Conservation Talk 
- 5-7 p.m. Potter Park Zoo, 1301 S Pennsylvania 
Ave, Lansing. potterparkzoo.org.  

East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.  

Grandparent’s Day - All Grandparents 
Enter FREE! 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Potter Park Zoo, 
1301 S Pennsylvania Ave, Lansing. 517-483-4222. 
potterparkzoo.org.  

LAFCU Listen & Learn: Baseball with the 
Lansing Lugnuts - 12:15-1 p.m. Jackson Field, 

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 30

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 30

Pauly Shore’s 
Comedy Special  

Studio @ 414 
414. E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 

Wednesday, Sept. 14 
8-11 p.m., $30-$175 

paulyshore.com/tour-dates 
Actor and stand-up comic Pauly Shore, aka “The Weasel,” has been a 

household name since he shot to superstardom in the 1990s. After landing his 
own MTV show, “Totally Pauly,” and a one-hour HBO comedy special, “Pauly 
Does Dallas,” Shore went on to star in a string of comedies such as “Jury 
Duty,” “In the Army Now,” “Bio-Dome,” “Encino Man” and “Son In Law.” Since 
then, he’s gone on to produce and star in several of his own projects, including 
“Pauly Shore is Dead,” as well as the comedy specials “Vegas is My Oyster.”  

To catch the comic in action, along with some special guests, his tour stops at Stu-
dio @ 414 on Wednesday (Sept. 14). The venue is the former location of The Loft. 
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Lansing Community College is an equal opportunity  
educational institution/employer.

Job Training Center
517-483-9744  ·  lcc.edu/JTCtraining

CCHHAANNGGEE  YYOOUURR  LLIIFFEE  
IINN  SSIIXX  WWEEEEKKSS..
Gain certifications desired by some of the 
area’s largest employeers in six weeks.

Program cost may be covered for eligible individuals. 
Contact the Job Training Center to learn more. 

Williamston Theatre
122 S Putnam Street ~ Williamston MI 48895

517-655-SHOW (7469)
www.williamstontheatre.org

Celebrating our Sweet 16
2022-2023 Season

Oct. 13 - Nov. 6, 2022

Nov. 25 - Dec. 23, 2022

Jan. 26 - Feb. 26, 2023

Mar. 23 - Apr. 23, 2023

May 18 - June 18, 2023

July 13 - Aug. 20, 2023
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By ARI LEVAUX 
It began with my friend Amy Alkon 

gushing about Dietz & Watson brand 
kosher dill pickles, which she calls “the 
crowning glory of picklehood.”  

Alkon is an award-winning sci-
ence-based advice columnist and au-
thor, most recently of “Unf*ckology: 
A Field Guide to Living with Guts and 
Confidence.” (She’s also a native Michi-
gander whose column appeared in City 
Pulse for many years.) On Twitter (@ 
amyalkon), she called her D&W’s the 
“best thing to stress eat … when the 
writing is going a little hopelessly.” Her 
pickle habit soon became an addiction. 
And like most addictions, it was expen-
sive. Dietz & Watson pickles are “Like 
$5.67 for about 6,” she tweeted. “I could 
eat those in a single setting!” 

My first canning project was a batch 
of cucumber pickles, and I’m proba-
bly not the only one for whom pickles 
were a gateway to home food preser-
vation. Like most home economists, I 
had a background in cooking before I 
ventured into pickle-making. Alkon, 
however, calls herself a “lazy culinary 
hedonist” and finds food prep an irri-
tating necessity that cuts into her writ-
ing time. As she puts it: “I don’t cook; 
I heat.” 

Given Amy’s lack of interest in the 
culinary arts, I knew it was a long shot 
when I offered to teach her how to make 
her beloved D&W pickles at home. But 
she was game.  

This meant I had to get my hands on 
some D&W kosher dills, which turned 
out to be a tall order in Missoula, Mon-
tana, where I live. The fact that neither 
Amazon nor any other outlet would de-
liver them to me was an important clue 
to what makes these pickles tick. Amy 
confirmed my suspicion that her pick-
les of choice are sold in the refrigerated 
section.  

This style of pickles is often referred 
to as “refrigerator pickles.” Unlike 
canned pickles, refrigerator pickles can’t 
languish for months at room tempera-
ture on a pantry shelf because they ar-
en’t processed with heat, which kills 
microbes.  

Because fridge pickles are not pre-
served, their salt and vinegar levels can 
be more flexible than their shelf-stable 
cousins.  If you want your fridge pick-
les sweeter, add more sugar. If you want 
them sourer, add more vinegar.  Thus, 
fridge pickles offer a superior eating ex-
perience to that of canned pickles. Not 
only is the flavor more customizable, 
but they will be crunchier, thanks to not 
being cooked.  

The bad news is that you can’t go to 
the farmers market and pick up a load 
of cucumbers and make a year’s supply 

of fridge pickles because where would 
you keep them?  

“I will get a dorm fridge,” Alkon an-
nounced. “It will be my dedicated pick-
le-torium.” 

Determined to get me her preferred 
pickles so I could reverse-engineer them 
in my kitchen lab, 
she reached out 
to her Twitter fol-
lowers and found 
somebody to drop 
off some Dietz & 
Watsons literally 
the following day.  

A man named 
Zach, who was driv-
ing from Seattle to 
Indiana to bring his 
son to college, had 
seen Alkon’s tweet. 
He picked up two 
containers at a Spo-
kane supermarket 
and hit the road 
for Montana, pull-
ing off Interstate 
90 and into a park-
ing lot where I was 
waiting.  

As we talked, I 
realized that Zach 
was more than just a volunteer delivery 
man hoping for a signed copy of Alkon’s 
book (which he certainly was), but a le-

git pickle expert. We decided to hold an 
impromptu parking lot pickle-tasting 
session. 

Alas, we both found the Dietz & Wat-
son pickles underwhelming. A good 
pickle must be salty, we agreed, but these 
had too much. We could barely taste the 

dill, and there wasn’t 
a hint of sweetness. 
They were at least 
very crunchy, being 
fridge pickles, but we 
wanted more. Zach 
suggested I check out 
Grillo’s brand pickle 
spears, another type 
of fridge pickle. Al-
though Grillo’s are 
similarly unavailable 
in Missoula, I stud-
ied them, and they 
looked promising. I 
based my version on 
Grillo’s ingredient 
list, including the 
grape leaves, which 
old timers know help 
pickles stay crispy. 

This time of year, 
it’s possible to find 
fresh dill crowns at 
the farmers market, 

with the seeds starting to dry. I have also 
had good luck asking the produce per-
son at the grocery store — sometimes, 

the dill crowns are in the back when 
they aren’t on display. As for cucum-
bers, look for small-to-medium-sized 
pickling cukes with rough, spiny skin. 
Large, smooth slicing cucumbers won’t 
turn out as crispy as pickles made with 
pickling cucumbers.  

I picked up a peck or two of cucum-
bers and some dill at the farmers mar-
ket and the necessary supplies from the 
grocery store. Two days later, I had my 
first batch of kosher dills. The pickles 
were perfect.  

Since then, I’ve made several batch-
es, tweaking the seasonings each time. 
Salt-averse picklers: Don’t reduce the 
salt by much because a certain amount 
is necessary for the cucumbers to pull 
the vinegar inside them, so they taste 
like pickles. And if you are like Alkon 
and want salt as the dominant flavor, 
try dialing back the dill and sugar before 
adding more salt. I don’t know if Amy 
will try to make these pickles herself. 
But if she does, may her pickle-torium 
stay packed.  

Kosher Dill Fridge Pickles 
This recipe works for me, but you are 

free to tweak the ingredients, especially 
the sugar, dill and blend of vinegar.  The 
grape leaves don’t influence the flavor 
but help the pickles maintain their state 
of crispiness.  

8 cups white vinegar 
1 cup cider vinegar 
6 cups water 
1/2 cup sugar 
6 tablespoons salt 
8 tablespoons dill seed 
A handful of grape leaves 
6 unpeeled garlic cloves 
5 pounds of pickling cukes 
Add all the ingredients except the 

pickles to a stainless-steel pot and bring 
it to a boil. Let it boil for 10 minutes, 
then allow it to cool to room tempera-
ture.  When the brine has completely 
cooled, either leave it in the pot and add 
the cukes or transfer the brine to a plas-
tic, glass, stainless steel or ceramic tub 
and add the cucumbers.  Put the pot in 
the fridge (or pickletorium). After about 
two days, they will start tasting like 
pickles. Keep them in your pickle-tori-
um and enjoy them until they are gone. 
And then, make more. 
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See Flash, Page 35 

FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater,
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily.

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets
the stage with a pungency you can smell
before you bite. Then comes the pain.
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops
in with its creaminess — neutralizing
the menace. And, just when you think
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the
power of the jalapeno popper, and its
big brother, the chile relleno, and their
New Mexican cousin, the green chile
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar
of red pepper flakes on the counter of
every pizzeria, and why someone clever
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t
bring myself to use “chili,” that word
being a deformation of the plant’s birth
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo
in English. Whatever we call this plant
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking

it with cheese is without a doubt ema
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy,
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in
the Andes, and was domesticated in
Mexico, from where it traveled the
world. There are three distinct pepper
species in the Capsicum genus, many of
which are prized largely for how much
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns
in your mouth, capsicum species can
trigger endorphins and adrenaline,
raise your heart rate, make you sweat
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique
among food-borne sensations. Their
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all
of which pair exceptionally well with

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Courtesy 

Amy Alkon, aka the Advice Goddess, 
inspired a pickle recipe. 

(or how to please the Advice Goddess) 
The Pickle Project 
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lectable fruit-
meat (and I 
use this word 
because they’re so satisfying you could 
lose and not miss the chicken), are fried 
until the sugars on the exterior are per-
fectly caramelized to form a delicate, 
almost creme-brulee-like crust. The tex-
ture within is dense and luscious; when 
mashed into a forkful of rice and topped 
with a perfectly acidic tomato, you’ve got 
the perfect bite.  

Washed down with Jupina, a not-too-
sweet pineapple soda, and paired with 
friendly, prompt service, it was a meal 
and overall experience that left a lingering 
sense of contentedness, as well as enough 
leftovers for a small, second meal (or, in 
my case, a later-that-evening snack).  

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE INFOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5SUNDAY NOON TO 5

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION
EFFECTIVE

MEDIATION

ACCOUNTABILITY  EQUITY  SUSTAINABILITY

JUSTICE
FOR A 

CHANGE

facebook.com/emilydievendorfforstaterepresentative
EMILYDIEVENDORF.COM

Paid for by Friends of Emily Dievendorf, 418 Monroe St., Lansing, MI 48906

VOTE November 8th!

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style classics 
and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got the 
classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, like 
frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

AppeAppetizerstizers WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? 
CALL 517-999-5064

By LIZY FERGUSON 
After an afternoon of hiking around 

looking for mushrooms and swimming 
at Hawk Island, the appetite demands 
something hearty and well-rounded. 
Post-exertion ravenousness speaks to 
how much context can shape your ex-
perience of food, and this point was 
underscored further during the course 
of the meal I enjoyed 
at La Cocina Cuba-
na, downtown on the 
corner of Washington 
Square and Allegan 
Street.  

As we worked 
through our plentiful, 
colorful plates at an 
outdoor table, my dining companion 
and I watched a man locked out of his 
second-story Washington Square apart-
ment gain entry via ladder, his dog also 
watching from the bed of his nearby 
truck, while Lansing notable Deacon 
Earl performed to a small crowd about 
a block down. Dinner and a show, real-
ly. The best part was when the man de-
cided to give his windows a wash — you 
know, since he was up there anyways.  

It would be difficult to not enjoy your 
meal while in the midst of such “Pure 
Lansing” goings-on.  

The bread definitely lived up to the 
circus, though. 

Enjoying any dish, for me, is really 
about discovering all of the different 
ways you can combine the different ele-
ments in one forkful to yield maximum 
deliciousness and balance. “Construct-
ing bites,” a friend of mine has called it. 
I like when I’m given a lot of building 
blocks to play with, and my selection did 
not disappoint.  
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Arroz con Pollo 

La Cocina Cubana 
Arroz con Pollo, $14.75 

123 S. Washington Square, Lansing 
(517) 708-8144 
lacocinacubanarestaurant.net 

Good mood Cuban food 
Street life adds to downtown dining experience

From the menu’s varied and tempt-
ing offerings, I chose the Latin Ameri-

can classic Arroz con Pol-
lo (chicken with yellow 
rice), which came with 

fried sweet 
p lanta ins 
and a small 
salad. The 
abundant 
al dente 
rice, bril-
liantly col-
ored by 
saffron and 
s m e l l i n g 
of bay leaf 
and adobo 
seasoning, 
obscured a juicy thigh and drumstick, 
proving once again that dark meat is su-
perior in most instances.  

The small iceberg, tomato and cu-
cumber salad I was ready to write off 
as an afterthought garnish until I tast-
ed the light, tangy vinaigrette it was 
dressed in, another note to incorporate 
in the tasty permutations of flavors this 
meal affords.  

The plantains, though. They really 
stole the scene. Plantains are the big, 
brawny, starchy cousin of bananas; 
when unripe, you’ve got a green plantain, 
when ripe, sweet. The large pieces of de-
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pureoptions.com

FOR REGISTERED QUALIFYING PATIENTS ONLY OR FOR USE BY INDIVIDUALS 21 YEARS OF AGE OR 
OLDER FOR ADULT USE. KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN. IT IS ILLEGAL TO DRIVE A MOTOR VEHICLE 
WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF MARIJUANA. ACTUAL VALUE OF THC AND CBD MAY VARY FROM 
REPORTED VALUE BY 10%. 
NATIONAL POISON CONTROL CENTER 1-800-222-1222

Warning: Use by pregnant or breastfeeding women, or by women 
planning to become pregnant, may result in fetal injury, pre-term birth, 
low birth weight, or developmental problems for the child.

Lansing & Muskegon Only 9/5 through 9/11

Carts & Concentrates 

Other

Flower

Check Out Our 
In-Store Deal
Element Live Resin Carts

50% O�
Cannabee 1g
Concentrates (Adult 
Use Only)

$5.00
Kushy Punch 100mg 
(All Strains - Medical Only)

2/$25
Kiva Chocolate 
Bars

10/$100
Northcoast Extracts
1g Carts (Non-Tiered)

6/$100
Northcoast Extracts
1g Carts (T1)

20/$100
Pure Options 1g 
Pre-Rolls

$25.00
Astro Hippie 
Mr. BOG Pre-Packed 
Eighth

$25.00
Astro Hippie 
G Funk Pre-Packed
Eighth

$25.00
Astro Hippie 
Tie Dye Medusa 
Pre-Packed Eighth

Grab N’ Grow Clones 
3 Strains Available

3/$100
Frandor Only - Limited 3 per person

$25.00
15+ Pure Options 
Strains Pre-Packed 
Eighths

$69.99
1oz Ready to Roll
(All Strains)

$99.00
Pure Options 1oz
Deals (Select Strains)

33% O�
All CYP Products

5/$30
Fluresh 10x10
Gummies 

$59.00
Pure Options 1/2oz
Deals (Select Strains)


