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CATA is an equal opportunity employer. Applicants must present 
a clean driving record when applicable, pass a drug and alcohol 
screening, physical and background check.

CATA is seeking bus 
operators and mechanics.

Apply today at cata.org/drive.

@rideCATA

•  $2,500 for operators.

•  $5,000 for mechanics 1.

JOB FAIR 
SEPT. 15, 2022
Frandor Shopping Center 
in the former Sears building

3131 E. Michigan Ave. 
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Look to 
the road 
for your 
dream 
career!

Signing bonus:

•  $17.50/hour for operators.

•  $30.75/hour for mechanics 1.

Starting wage:
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At the Eaton County Fairgrounds and 
downtown Charlotte. 

For a full schedule of events and Rodeo 
tickets, visit 

Charlottefrontierdays.org

September 7-11

A Grand Parade Saturday, 
Sept 10th at 10:00am

Don’t miss the Professional 
Twisted P Rodeo and the 

MIHSRA High School Rodeo!

Live Music by Typo, Derek Winter Band and Jonny James with 
Performances by the Dancing Deputies at the Saloon!

Covered wagon rides, Pony 
rides and a Dog Show!

Arts & Crafts Show 
and Frontier Market 

all weekend!

Celebrating 50 Years of 
Great Family Fun
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Every Wednesday!Every Wednesday!

We work hard to keep you 
informed and 

up to date on the issues that 
matter most to you.

Stay aware with local news 
right at your fingertips!
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

The streets in the Frandora Hills neigh-
borhood, west of Coolidge Road and just 
over the border from East Lansing, can 
charitably be described as patchwork.  

At worst, the road surface is teeth-chat-
teringly bad. Lansing has put the streets 
on a list to be repaired the last two years, 
then taken them off again. 

It’s understandable, then, that resi-
dents of the small subdivision feel they’ve 
taken a double hit. On top of their sub-
division roads — or rather, under them 
— is the ailing Montgomery Drain, for 
whose repair they are being assessed. 

The project’s cost has risen over time 
from $36 million to more than $45 
million. The difference still needs to be 
found, with the goal of completion by 
fall 2023. 

The county is still looking for funding 
sources beyond the $1 million approved 
by Ingham County commissioners at 
their Aug. 23 meeting. Nearly $1 million 
more will come from a county bond fund. 

The familiar refrain of “supply chain is-
sues” is the crux of the problem here. Take 
PVC pipe, most commonly used in both 
residential and commercial construction.   

Like many things, PVC pipe —the 
kind most people use in plumbing — is 
made from natural gas. 

Like many things during this lin-
gering pandemic, PVC pipe is in short 
supply. What happens to things in short 
supply? Even when you can find what 
you need, it’s at a staggeringly higher 
price than normal. 

That’s what has happened with the 
Montgomery Drain, an area spanning 
several municipalities in metropolitan 
Lansing. An unfortunate combination 
of cost overruns and scarcity of supplies 
have combined to delay the project’s 
completion and hike the bottom line by 
more than $12 million. 

The project was to have been complet-
ed this spring, but will not likely wrap 
up now until fall 2023. Earlier estimates 
had it being finished by fall 2021. 

The $1 million from the River Trail 
Millage will pay for 2.5 miles of new 
paths and newer, wider sidewalks, 
among other improvements. Addition-

Dawn Parker for City Pulse 

Editor’s note: A resident of the Fran-
dora Hills subdivision on Lansing’s 
east side wanted to know why it was 
taking so long to repair the Montgom-
ery Drain. This story is the result. If you 
have a question about issues affect-
ing your neighborhood, please email                    
publisher@lansingcitypulse.com. 

Montgomery Drain repair two years late, 25% over budget 
Supply chain issues, 
inflation to blame, 
Lindemann says 

al work will enable nearby Ranney Park 
and its popular sledding hill to reopen. 

Lansing is paying around 64 percent 
of the total, funds it is getting from spe-
cial assessments and drain tax hikes.  

Frandora Hills resident Dan Dekker 
said his neighbors are paying as much 
as $11,800 in a special assessment for 
work that seems to be never-ending. 

“The special assessment bills we re-
ceived from the city in January of 2020 
said the project would be finished in 
12 to 18 months,” Dekker noted in an 
e-mail. “That has obviously come and 
gone, and there is no end date in sight. 
We don’t know what the end game is.” 

Dekker said the assessment added 
between $400 and $700 to most resi-
dents’ summer tax bills — not an insig-
nificant sum. 

Ingham County Drain Commission-
er Pat Lindemann knows residents are 
frustrated, but the situation is one over 
which he has no control. The hold-up, 
he added, may be laid at the feet of a fa-
miliar culprit. 

“The only delays that I’ve had — and 
we’re four to five months behind —100 
percent of the drain delays are caused 
by COVID supply chain issues. Period. 
That’s it,” he said. 

“High prices and lack of material.” 
Lindemann said the project’s price 

tag has risen by 20% to 25% from the 
original $36 million estimate because of 
the lack of raw materials. 

He is optimistic that the $11 mil-
lion shortfall to complete the work will 
come from federal funds allocated to 
the states through the American Rescue 
Plan Act. Those dollars are projected to 
show up by year’s end. 

“We’re going to try to get some of 
that,” he said. “The state of Michigan 
has some infrastructure money that 
we’re going to look at. Failing that, we’re 
going to go to the Chapter 20 (Drain 
Code) board and see if they have any 
bright ideas to make it work.” 

Many projects across the country have 
wound up costing significantly more due 
to lack of materials, Lindemann said. As 
for the Montgomery Drain, it ranks in 
the middle or “slightly below average” 
where price hikes are concerned. 

There’s a further complication in-
volving Frandora Hills and the drain. 
Lindemann estimated that 10% to 15% 
percent of the system beneath the road 
surface has collapsed. What makes the 
most sense, he continued, is repairing 
the roads at the same time the drain 

work is done, to keep inconvenience to 
residents to a minimum. 

A repaired drain will also keep be-
tween 50,000 and 70,000 gallons of 
pollutant annually from reaching the 
Red Cedar River. 

“Everybody wants clean water, but 
nobody wants to pay for it,” Lindemann 
said. “Somehow or another, it’s a prob-
lem we all have to face, and we’re all go-
ing to have to work it out.” 

If Frandora Hills residents are unhap-
py about their assessments, they should 
take their concerns to Lansing city lead-
ers, especially Mayor Andy Schor. 

“That’s his job,” Lindemann said. “The 
mayor and the city council allocate the 
funds to raise the money to pay for the 
work.” 

Chapter 20 of the Drain Code, he 
continued, allows the city to raise what-
ever funds it needs in whatever manner 
is necessary. 

“I don’t think I’ve run into one person 
in Frandora Hills who disagrees with 
doing the job. It’s just a matter of how 
you pay for it.” 

Carla Barnes has lived in Frandora Hills 
for close to 50 years, long enough to see 
some things change while others have not. 

“It’s been a nice neighborhood, until 
recently,” Barnes said. The assessment on 
their modest 1,250-square-foot house was 
nearly $9,000, which she said is “absurd.”

“We were all in favor of taking care 
of the river — no one wants it polluted. 
(But) I don’t know how the City Council 
determined the formula, because most 
of the water goes on grass — it doesn’t 
go on concrete.” 

Residents attended Council meet-
ings and submitted written objections, 
Barnes said.  

“I don’t think anyone paid attention 
to us. I don’t think they had to.” 

Some neighbors, Barnes said, even 
moved away rather than deal with the 
situation. 

- DAWN PARKER

Residents of Frandora Hills, on 
Lansing’s east side, are frustrat-
ed about the condition of their 
streets (right) and also how long 
it is taking to finish the Montgom-
ery Drain project that will take 
place below them.  

Courtesy  
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Chipotle employees in Delta Town-
ship are worried they will be out of work 
after they approved unionizing the store 
last week, one organizer said. 

“It seems clear to us that Chipotle 
could close the store,” Atulya Dora-Las-
key said. “And if that happens, a lot of us 
are just going to kind of keep fighting, 
either in a different Chipotle workplace 
or in a different workplace altogether.” 

A spokesperson for Chipotle Mexican 
Grill Inc. denied there was any plan to 
shut down the west Lansing store — the 
first Chipotle in the nation to be union-
ized. Chipotle has over 3,000.  

Dora-Larkey, 23, was one of 11 work-
ers who voted Thursday night to join 
the Teamsters in order to gain collective 
bargaining. Three employees voted no. 
The employees will be represented by 
the Teamsters Local 243.  

Chipotle shuttered the store in Augus-
ta, Maine, at the same time it was facing 
unionization. The company had chal-
lenged a union election, and the Nation-
al Labor Relations Board had scheduled 
a hearing to listen to that challenge. The 

Chipotle workers in Lansing fear closure after union vote 

Our products are meant to 
keep you comfortable, our 
advertising is not. We’ve 
been advertising this way 
for 5 years, and there’s no 
reason to believe that will 
change anytime soon. 
As Smokey the Bear 
used to say, “only you 
can prevent forest fires”, 
I say, “only you can 
prevent racism”, and 
thus our advertising. 
#BlackLivesMatter

company closed the store, claiming it 
was the result of staffing issues.  

“Closing the Chipotle restaurant in 
Augusta, Maine, had nothing to do 
with union activity,” Erin Wolford, a 
spokesperson for the company, said in 
an email. “Our operational manage-
ment reviewed this situation as it would 
any other restaurant with these unique 
staffing challenges. Chipotle respects 
our employees’ rights to organize under 
the National Labor Relations Act.” 

Just like in Augusta, workers in Delta 
Township organized in part because the 
store was chronically understaffed, Do-
ra-Laskey said.  

“We have had a night shift, around the 
dinner hour at peak, where we are try-
ing to run the store with one manager 
and three crew members,” he said. ”And 
it is untenable. But Chipotle doesn't 
mind if we're super stressed out, because 
for them, they make close to the same 
amount of money. And we ask individu-
ally for them to schedule more people on 
these shifts, and to use more labor hours. 
Of course, the answer was ‘no.’ But we 
know that collectively, if we all ask, they 
have to take these much more seriously.” 

As the employees met quietly outside 

of the restaurant to organize, they pre-
pared by researching the issues related 
to unionization, obstacles they might 
face and which union was the best 
choice. Dora-Laskey said the entire pro-
cess was explicitly democratic, giving 
voice to everyone so that consensus was 
reached regularly.  

But once paperwork was filed with the 
NLRB, Chipotle turned up the heat on 
the employees. Dora-Laskey said man-
agement from other stores were brought 
into the store, hitting a 2-to-1 ratio over 
employees. He said the goal was often to 
prevent employees from congregating 
and talking. He called it “oppressive.” 

The company also brought in a con-
sultant to discuss unions with the em-
ployees, Dora-Laskey said. It became 
apparent quickly that the consultant 
who was claiming to present unbiased 
information about unionization was 
presenting anti-union information. 
That included a one-page document 
claiming that only 4% of employees 
were unionized. The Bureau of Labor 
Statistics says 10.3% of American work-
ers are in unions. 

But organizers had inoculated em-
ployees on this talking point.  

“We were able to, before they even 
brought out the sort of graph, the de-
clining union membership, we had talk-
ed about in meetings, about how the de-
clining union membership has resulted 
in really skyrocketing income inequal-
ity,” Dora-Laskey said. “And it makes 
sense, because if workers are having this 
individual relationship with their em-
ployers, they're a lot easier to be taken 
advantage of, or dismissed, or ignored, 
if they ask for too much money.” 

Dora-Laskey said the union is part of 
a larger, national movement by younger 

workers, mostly in entry-level jobs like 
fast food and delivery, to find value from 
their employers for their work. 

An August 2022 poll from Gal-
lup found 71% of Americans support 
unions, the highest approval rating 
since 1968. It also found that 40% of 
those in a union found their member-
ship “extremely important.” 

This year has seen a movement to 
unionize several significant workplaces 
such as Google, Amazon, Stabucks and 
Apple.  

Despite an adversarial relationship, 
over 200 Starbucks have voted to union-
ize over the last year. JFK8, the Amazon 
on Staten Island, voted for unionization 
earlier this year. Amazon is challenging 
the validity of that vote. It spent $4 mil-
lion in required anti-union meetings, 
according to CBS.  

In an emailed statement, Chipotle 
executive Laurie Schalow said the cor-
poration was “disappointed” in the vote.  

“At Chipotle, our employees are our 
greatest asset, and we are committed to 
listening to their needs and continuing 
to improve upon their workplace experi-
ence,” the statement reads. “We’re disap-
pointed that the employees at our Lan-
sing, MI restaurant chose to have a third 
party speak on their behalf because we 
continue to believe that working directly 
together is best for our employees.” 

The statement went on to tout the 
benefits of employment at Chipotle, 
claiming workers can climb the chain of 
command to management within three 
and half years, and begin receiving a to-
tal benefits package of approximately 
$100,000. 

Ruth Milkman, a labor expert and 
professor at the City University of New 

Courtesy 

The night crew at Chipotle in Delta Township after workers voted 11-3 to unionize.  

See Chipotle, Page 7

Delta Twp. location first in 
the nation to be unionized
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Michigan State University welcomed one of its larg-
est-ever freshman classes over the weekend, saying 
“Welcome!” to nearly 10,000 new students. Fall semester 
classes for all students begin today (Aug. 31). 

Lansing dance instructor and 
choreographer Mary “Mitzi” 
Carol died Friday at age 72. Carol 
was a sought-after director for 
many local dance and theater 
productions and taught at Lan-
sing Community College for near-
ly 20 years. Visitation will take place 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, Sept. 2, at 
Gorsline Runciman, Tiffany Chap-
el, Lansing. Funeral services will be 
held at noon Saturday at Gorsline 
Runciman-Tiffany Chapel, with an 

additional visitation two hours before the service. 

Michigan State Uni-
versity will receive more 
than $9 million in federal 
grants over the next four 
years to advance interna-
tional education efforts, 
the university announced 
on Tuesday. Three inter-
national studies centers received around $2 million apiece, 
while two other programs were given a combined total of 
nearly $2 million. 

A Lansing man has been sent to a mental hospital af-
ter examiners determined he was legally insane when 
he stabbed and strangled his roommate in November 
2020. The Lansing Sate Journal reports that Wilford White, 
now 29, entered a plea of not guilty by reason of insanity 
on Aug. 1. Prosecutors and White’s attorney stipulated to a 
finding that he was not criminally responsible in the death of 
Samuel Gregory Hinkle. 

Sonia Gonzales, 46, was pronounced dead Aug. 27 
after being struck twice by vehicles 
in Okemos. According to the Lansing 
State Journal, Meridian Township 
police were called to the west end of 
Hamilton Road at Grand River Ave-
nue, where Gonzales – who was on foot 
– had been hit twice while in the con-
struction zone. The Lansing resident died at the scene from 
her injuries. Meridian Township police are asking that anyone 
who saw or heard anything contact them at (517) 853-4800. 

Severe thunderstorms Monday left some mid-Michigan 
residents in the dark and others having to clean up storm 
debris. According to WLNS-TV, some residents went without 
power, while others had to confront downed power lines or fall-
en limbs. As of Tuesday afternoon, according to Consumers En-
ergy, nearly 400,000 Michiganders remained without power. 

A dicey situation closed a westside 
freeway ramp Monday night, after a 
semi loaded with 40,000 pounds of 
tomato products went off the road 
and slid into a ditch. According to the 
Lansing State Journal, there were no 

other vehicles involved and there were no serious injuries, but 
a ramp to Interstate 496 remained closed for several hours 
following the incident. 

The Lansing Township Board of Trust-
ees signed off on a lawsuit against Ing-
ham County Clerk Barb Byrum to stop 
her from putting an annexation question 
on the November ballot. The vote follows 
a recent request by Groesbeck residents in 
favor of annexation by the city of Lansing, 
rather than remaining in Lansing Township.
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding  

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

DESIGN
FOR

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN &  
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

BY DAWN PARKER
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

 

OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” ” is our weekly look 
at some of the seedier properties in Lansing. 
It rotates with Eye Candy of the Week and 
Eye for Design. Have a suggestion? Email 
Managing Editor Kyle Kaminski at eye@lan-
singcitypulse.com or call in a nomination at 
517-999-6715 

1300 Otto St., Lansing

Built in 1916, this home was ex-
pected to be part of the housing 
stock for just 50 years, according 
to the City of Lansing Assessor 
records. But this two-story build-
ing is still standing, wrapped with 
multiple ramps and decks for 
both the front and back entrance 
to address the hilly property.  

It’s racked up 35 notices from 
Code Enforcement officials. 
Those violations ranged from 
grass and weeds to trash to unsafe 
conditions. It’s also been cited 
several times for failing to register 
as a rental property. It’s been red 
tagged since May 4, 2022.  

The property is one of 25 prop-
erties owned by Christian C. 
Nwobu. County tax records reveal  
he owes thousands of dollars in 
back taxes, including $6,125.09 
on this property. Nwobu received 
$5,200 in federal Paycheck Pro-
tection Program loans. The loan 
was forgiven in April of this year. 

- TODD HEYWOOD 

 

Chipotle 
from page 6

York, told CBS News the money from 
employment is not the key to the union 
battles in the country right.  

"What's different, I think, is the zeit-
geist, especially (among) young workers 
who've lived through a lot of turmoil," 
Milkman told CBS News in April. Her 
observations echo those of Dora-Laskey. 
"They have these high expectations for 

what their work life is supposed to be 
about. And then, they can't afford the 
rents. They might have a lot of student 
debt. They end up living with their par-
ents. I mean, this is not what they were 
promised.” 

Milkman said the COVID pandemic’s 
other impact has been the labor short-
age. People have retired or exited the 

economy, leaving a giant hole in em-
ployment. That, she said, is good for 
workers right now. 

"The pandemic also created a labor 
shortage, which gave people more lever-
age, and made them less fearful of orga-
nizing," she said. "Unions are cool again 
for this generation." 

- TODD HEYWOOD 

Photo by Ron Stratton
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Imagine yourself in pain from a probable case of 
monkeypox as you arrive by ambulance all alone at the 
emergency room of Sparrow Hospital. To say it would 
be stressful is an understatement. Add to that you are 
an African American transgender woman and factor 
in the discrimination you anticipate even in life’s most 
mundane transactions.  

That was the situation East Lansing resident Lynn 
Williams faced on Aug. 2. It was bad enough. Unfortu-
nately and from all appearances unnecessarily, it only 
worsened, as Todd Heywood reported in last week’s City 
Pulse. On multiple levels, Sparrow needs to examine why 
events unfolded as they did in what reads like a casebook 
study on what not to do as a healthcare provider. 

Williams spent nearly 
four hours in Sparrow’s 
ER hoping for treatment 
or at least relief from se-
vere pain. She finally left 
in frustration. Having ex-
pected she’d be checked 
into the hospital, she 
didn’t have bus fare, so 
she walked home. 

Sparrow’s reaction was 
to ask the East Lansing 
Police Department to go 
to her residence and try to 
bring her back to the emergency room, which the po-
lice wisely declined to do. In doing so, a nurse disclosed 
to the police that Williams had monkeypox. In Mich-
igan, a doctor can legally supersede privacy require-
ments if he deems there is a health threat to others. But 
considering the Ingham County 
health officer has not declared 
monkeypox an emergency, it’s a 
stretch to justify Sparrow’s vio-
lation of Williams’ privacy on 
those grounds. 

Someone did knock on Wil-
liams’ door after Sparrow in-
formed Williams an officer was 
being sent after her. Williams didn’t answer, so we can’t 
know who knocked. But it was neither the Lansing nor 
the East Lansing police – and as City Pulse learned, 
Sparrow has a police department of its own. We found 
that out when reporter Heywood tried to deliver a let-
ter from Williams allowing City Pulse to obtain her 
health records so we could try to ascertain the truth of 
what had happened to her. After a frustrating effort to 
deliver the letter to Sparrow’s press liaison, John Foren, 
Heywood headed to the health system’s administrative 
offices — where an armed guard told him to get off 

Sparrow property. We ended up delivering the letter by 
Federal Express a few days later. 

We’re not surprised at Sparrow’s determination to 
stonewall City Pulse. Sparrow removed this publica-
tion from the hospital and the Michigan Athletic Club, 
which it owns, back in 2019 when the paper reported on 
serious accreditation problems the hospital was facing. 
Perhaps embarrassed by the ensuing publicity, Sparrow 
allowed the papers back. But Sparrow finally banned 
them at the outset of the pandemic, on the unscientific 
grounds that COVID-19 could be spread by paper. City 
Pulse remains banned, which is frustrating — but what 
is worse was Sparrow’s unwillingness to reply to ques-
tions concerning public health during the height of the 

pandemic. That represents 
a shameless disregard for 
the health interests of the 
readers of City Pulse. 

Another layer of Wil-
liams’ experience at 
Sparrow was being mis-
gendered. Williams felt 
disrespected from the mo-
ment she arrived. Clear-
ly, as her medical records 
show — “He states she 
works in a hotel,” a Spar-
row health worker wrote 

about Williams — Sparrow’s staff was at best confused 
about how to address her. That’s an issue that Sparrow 
needs to address through training. Had Williams felt re-
spected, the outcome that day in the emergency room 
might have been very different. 

Sparrow has apologized to 
Williams, as well it should. A 
letter sent to her said the ER’s 
management team has investi-
gated her experience and that 
“follow-up discussions with the 
individuals, related to your con-
cerns, and education to support 
emotional understanding for 

our future patients occurred.” The letter adds that a re-
ferral was made to Sparrow’s Diversity Department for 
further review. 

The incident at Sparrow is at least slightly reminis-
cent of early treatment of AIDS sufferers. Fortunately, 
monkeypox is not AIDS, despite what right-wing homo-
phobes say. Monkeypox is rare in the United States, but 
Sparrow knew it was coming and should have been better 
prepared when the first case of it in Ingham County ar-
rived at its doors in the form of a woman who was just 
looking for help. 

Monkeypox mess at Sparrow 
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Lansing Board of Water & Light 
general manager Dick Peffley is start-
ing to have some real problems on his 
hands, even though he refuses to look 
down and acknowledge that he’s still 
holding them.

State environmental records 
released in January revealed that 
Peffley has known for nearly two 
years about dangerous chemical 
contamination leaking from the large 
toxic coal ash ponds that surround 
the Erickson Power Station in Delta 
Township — which for decades may 
have also poisoned nearby drinking 
water supplies feeding private wells 
and municipal systems.

High levels of lithium, boron, TDS 
and molybdenum have been leaching 
from the three ponds since 2020 and 
still neither BWL nor state regulators 
knows how long the problem has 
existed — though the plant, which is 
off Canal Road in Eaton County, has 
operated the ponds since 1974. 

When City Pulse broke that news, 
Peffley and his PR team quickly 
jumped into action — except the 
damage control wasn’t centered on 
assessing environmental and public 
health risks. Instead, it was about 
protecting BWL’s public image.

And that’s simply not the type 
of leadership we need at a publicly 
owned utility company. 

In a January op-ed, Peffley attacked 
City Pulse’s credibility for sounding 
the alarm about the potential for con-
taminated groundwater and drink-
ing water supplies — even outright 
denying that drinking water could 
be contaminated despite experts 
who have suggested otherwise. The 
experts similarly poured cold water 
on BWL’s latest contention that the 
pollution is occurring naturally 

Groundwater feeds drinking water 
supplies. At best, it was unclear then 
whether contaminated groundwater 
was reaching drinking water drawn 
by wells. Meanwhile, utility docu-
ments didn’t show any plans to test 
drinking water and BWL spokes-
woman Amy Adamy was too busy 

building a media firewall around 
Peffley and other top executives 
to answer our questions. She has 
learned well from longtime Lansing 
public relations practitioner Steve 
Serkaian, executive director of public 
affairs at BWL and a holdover from 
the Bernero days.

Instead of an interview, Peffley 
responded only in a polished op-ed 
in which he repeatedly questioned 
assessments from environmental ex-
perts and insisted that drinking water 
is safe and that BWL’s water supplies 
continue to “meet or exceed” all reg-
ulatory safety 
standards.

While tech-
nically true, 
his statements 
completely 
ignored the 
potential for contamination at dozens 
of private wells that provide drinking 
water for hundreds of people near 
Erickson. His statements also didn’t 
offer much acknowledgement that 
a problem even existed, much less 
explain why BWL officials seemed 
to have alerted nobody of the public 
health concerns.

About a month later, without hav-
ing directly addressed any problems, 
the PR campaign continued with the 
announcement that BWL had “proac-

tively” tested six drinking wells in the 
area. It was a sweetheart move for a 
utility company caught in the midst 
of a possible cover up.

Except, it wasn’t. BWL wasn’t pro-
actively doing anything.

The company, instead, had actually 
been ordered by state regulators to 
get a handle on the pollution situa-
tion. Moreover, those reactive results 
spelled out some really bad news: 

BWL only tested six wells. And all of 
them came back for potentially dan-
gerously high levels of boron.

That’s a six for six, Dick. 
Michigan doesn’t set health limits 

on boron in drinking water, though 
groundwater limits of 0.5 mg/L are 

in place. EPA 
also has an 
unenforceable 
“advisory” lim-
it of 6 mg/L 
for adults and 
3 mg/L for 

children. BWL’s well tests detected 
boron levels between 2.48 mg/L and 
4.17 mg/L.

Research shows that boron is 
harmful to plant life at lower levels. 
Boron has also been linked to devel-
opmental and reproductive toxici-
ty, low birth weight and shrunken 
testicles.

Peffley, apparently, hasn’t been 
drinking from those taps. His ballsy 
PR campaign only continues.

EPA documents showed that BWL 

claimed to be in compliance with 
federal coal ash rules, but experts said 
those rules were violated back in 2017 
when BWL failed to test for contam-
ination.

BWL has also repeatedly made 
claims about the investigation 
process that directly contradict 
statements from EGLE. In other in-
stances, Adamy and Peffley have only 
downplayed the issue.

Even BWL Board Chairman 
David Price — someone who should 
definitely be in the know — wasn’t 
informed of the contamination 
problems before January. He was 
told the ponds weren’t contaminating 
groundwater, which was also directly 
contradicted by regulatory docu-
ments.

And when presented with EGLE’s 
statements, Adamy has still insisted 
the agency is wrong.

Meanwhile, Peffley still claims to be 
“proactively” investigating the situa-
tion despite having known about the 
issue at the Erickson Power Station as 
early as April 2020, records showed.

While the state has ordered at least 
another 60 wells to be tested, BWL 
still doesn’t have a handle on the 
pollution plume’s size or location, 
how many drinking water wells are 
contaminated in the nearby vicinity 
or how long its neighbors have been 
sipping on and showering in boron 
water.

From Day One, BWL has not been 
forthcoming about this public health 
calamity — denying our reporters 
an opportunity to conduct basic 
interviews and then failing to answer 
several emailed questions. The latest 
PR tactic seems to be centered on 
simply ignoring City Pulse altogether 
and hoping the problem — or at least 
public awareness of the problem — 
just evaporates.

We’re reluctant to say this next 
statement given the inadequate lead-
ership also tied to his predecessor: 
But if Peffley and the rest of his team 
don’t start prioritizing public safety 
over their public image, then perhaps 
it’s time for him to seriously consider 
resigning from the post.

Maybe Peffley is the problem
LEPFA’s views on driving range 

While working to enhance services at the 
Groesbeck Golf Course, the LEPFA Board 
of Commissioners and its executive team 
brought up the idea of a practice range. 
This concept is solely based on the request 
of golfers, who have enjoyed the invigorated 
golf course in recent years.  

The conversation that was noted in LEP-
FA board minutes was on an early-stage 
idea and has not received any due diligence. 
Prior to making any determinations on the 
viability of a practice range near Groesbeck 
and/or Bancroft Park, there will be research, 
discussions with those impacted and input 
from the community.  

Bancroft Park is a hidden gem in the Lan-
sing region. We respect the green spaces in 
our community and are hoping to enhance 
the region with opportunities for diverse 
populations to have access to learning and 
participating in the sport of golf at a reason-
able price point.  

The next steps include working with the 
Lansing City Council, the city administration 
and Mayor Schor, the Parks Board with Parks 
Director Brett Kaschinske, Councilmember 
Daniels and with First Ward constituency, 
and other community groups to ensure that 
we have the best interests of all stakeholders 
considered. As discussions and due diligence 
surrounding a practice range continue, we 
will keep the lines of communication open in 
order to create solutions that advance the city 
of Lansing’s goals for parks and recreation 
options for all its residents. 

Scott Keith 
President & CEO 
Lansing Entertainment& Public 
Facilities Authority 

Driving range idea ‘unfair’ 
I am a resident of the Northside Neighbor-

hood next to Bancroft Park. I walk my dogs 
there every single day. I was thinking that maybe 
in one of these articles about this awful driving 
range idea there could be a mention of the road 
that Bernero was caught embezzling $450,000 
from another project (Ormond Park) to help 
out Groesbeck Golf Course. Maybe all these 
efforts are just failed attempts at a dying golf 
course. It’s pretty sad that these high-up people 
with money and connections to politicians get 
to push around the lower-class people who they 
know aren’t the majority voters. So they can take 
advantage of those stats to push through ridic-
ulous things like this driving range in hopes of 
bringing more money to this golf course (and 
their pockets). There’s plenty of other really nice 
golf courses around this area. It doesn’t make 
sense that they need to try and ruin a historical 
park just to expand their extremely small golf 
course in the middle of the city. 

Andrew Wooley 
Lansing 
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POLITICS

Notice of 2022 September, October meetings and November Election 
Procedure

Dear member 

Please note the following General membership meetings of the NAACP 
Lansing branch (unit 3145), for the purpose of election of o�cers and 
at-large-members of the executive committee.

1. On September 11, 2022, at 4:00 p.m. on Zoom, there will be an election 
of the Nominating Committee (between 5-15 members). All members 
whose memberships are current as of 30 days prior to the meeting date 
may be elected to the Nominating committee (not more than two being 
o�cers of the unit).  

2. On October 2, 2022, at 4:00 p.m. on Zoom, there will be a report of the 
Nominating Committee, The Nominating Committee will present its 
report and may receive nominations from the �oor.  To run for o�cers 
position or members at large positions your Membership must be 
current by April 1, 2022. No o�cer of the Branch or any candidate for 
o�ce shall chair the nominating process, or process receipt of the 
nominations by petition, or serve on the Election Supervisory Committee. 
All members whose memberships are current as of April 1st of the 
election year, and whose memberships have remained continuous 
throughout the election process, and who live and/or work within the 
unit’s jurisdiction, may be nominated for o�ce or as an at-large member 
of the Executive Committee. In order to sign a nominating petition or be 
elected to the Election Supervisory Committee, a member must be 
current as of 30 days prior to the October meeting.

3. On November 12, 2022, the election of o�cers and at-large members of 
the Executive Committee will take place on Zoom. Polls will open from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. In order to vote in a Branch election, one must be a 
member in good standing of the branch 30 days prior to the election. A 
form of identi�cation is required. The Branch is endeavoring to develop a 
supplemental voting process for those for who Zoom is inaccessible or 
uncomfortable. 

Should a runo� election be necessary, that election shall occur on a date to 
be determined within ten (10) days after the original elections. 
Run-o� election date: TBD
Run-o� election site: Zoom with Election Buddy.
We look forward to your participating in these activities. 
Sharon Civils, Secretary Lansing branch in NAACP
Please check your membership cards if your membership has expired 
or will expire before October, to be eligible to vote please send a check 
for $30 with your name, address, phone number, and membership 
number if you have it available.

Election information soon to be found at Website: https://naacplansing.org/ 

Lansing Branch NAACP Address:

Secretary Lansing branch NAACP 3105 South Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd #141, 
Lansing, MI 48910

https://naacplansing.org/become-a-member/                          CP#22-186

B/23/024 WELLESLY STORM SEWER REPAIR as per the specifications provided by the 
City of Lansing. The City of Lansing will accept bids at The City of Lansing, Purchasing Office, 
124 W. Michigan Ave. 3rd Floor, Lansing, Michigan 48933 or electronically submitted thru 
MITN Site (www.Mitn.Info) until 11:00 am local time in effect on SEPT. 6, 2022. Complete 
specifications and forms required to submit bids are available by contacting Stephanie 
Robinson at (517) 483-4128, or stephanie.robinson@lansingmi.gov or go to www.mitn.info. 
The City of Lansing encourages bids from All Vendors Including MBE/WBE Vendors and 
Lansing-Based Businesses.                            
                 CP#22-188

"It's like nobody has seen a primary 
election and a general election before," 
said the Republican political consultant 
who picked up the 
phone. 

Yes, the website for 
Tom Barrett, the MI-7 
Republican congres-
sional candidate, was 
changed after the 
primary election, this 
consultant conceded. 
Barrett's strong "pro-
tect life from concep-
tion" stance on abortion was moved out 
of a "Values" section of the webpage to 
a section on "Life." 

Barrett's page now describes him as a 
"consistent pro-life state legislator." His 
opponent, U.S. Rep. Elissa Slotkin, is 
the one who is "extreme" on abortion, 
he claims. 

"She opposes any limits, right up 
until birth, wants taxpayers to pay for 
abortions, and wants to take away a 
parent's right to know if their minor 
daughter seeks an abortion," the web 
pages read at a certain point, before 
they was changed again. 

Whatever it reads now, the point 
remains. 

Barrett wants to focus on Slotkin's 
support for the Reproductive Freedom 
For All constitutional amendment, 
which allows for the state Legislature 
to put limitations on abortion after 
viability but doesn't come with any 
automatic limitations of its own. (See 
Aug. 18 column). 

Barrett isn't doing anything novel 
here. In the primary election, his mes-
sage was to rally conservative voters by 
letting him know he's 100% pro life. 
Among Republicans, 70% support the 
U.S. Supreme Court's decision to over-
turn Roe v. Wade. 

Among the general electorate, 36% 
believe abortion should be illegal in all 
or most cases and 29% believe abortion 
should be legal in all cases.  

It's the final 33% that Barrett and 
Slotkin are vying for. These folks believe 
abortion should be legal in most cases.  

These are the people who will decide 
the 7th Congressional District race and 
that's why they're accusing the other of 
being "extreme." 

Her support for the constitutional 
amendment aside, Slotkin said she 
supports abortion up to the point of 
viability. At that point, if the health of 
the mother is an issue, a decision needs 

It’s a race to the middle 
for Barrett, Slotkin on abortion 

to be made between her and her doctor, 
not the government and the doctor. 

"He's trying to hide from his posi-
tion," Slotkin told me. "He's changed 
his website three times since yesterday 
morning and he's landed one that de-
flects the issue toward me. I would ask 
Mr. Barrett to own his position." 

Abortion isn't the only game at play 
here as both try to win over the moder-
ate independents who will decide this 
election. 

While most Democrats celebrated 
President Joe Biden canceling $10,000 
of student debt to low- to-middle 
income borrowers, Slotkin's message 
during a WILS radio interview was 
moderated. 

She acknowledged that college debt 
is an issue because school is three times 
more expensive than it was 25 years 
ago, but lots of people have lot of differ-
ent types of debt. 

"I think it was a Band-Aid of an 
option that doesn't speak to the root of 
the problem," she said.  

Speaking to the middle is what Slot-
kin and Barrett will be doing from now 
until Nov. 8. 

Slotkin will say Barrett hurt job 
creation when he voted against $600 
million in public subsidies for a 4,000-
job General Motors electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. He's 
also voted against other incentives. 

Barrett said government has given 
too much taxpayer money to too many 
corporations for too long. Under a 
free-market system, industry will make 
money-making decisions regardless of 
government help.  

Barrett is hearing the country is on 
the wrong track. The cost of living is 
going up. There's too much crime. Too 
many people are illegally sneaking over 
the U.S. border. 

Slotkin is hearing that the cost of 
prescription drugs and health care are, 
in some cases, more than a mortgage. 
She'd like to bring back the supply 
chain "back home" as a way to cre-
ate economic security and deal with 
inflation. 

She's also hearing about abortion, a 
lot. From Republican women, in partic-
ular. They aren't thrilled with a pro-life-
with-limited-to-no-exceptions position. 

 It explains why Barrett's reference to 
abortion on his website is evolving. 

(Email Kyle Melinn of the 
Capitol news service MIRS at                              
melinnky@gmail.com.) 
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By DEDRIA HUMPHRIES BARKER 
When President Biden signed an 

executive order last week that canceled 
college student loans up to $20,000. 
America restarted on a long overdue 
shift back to the idea that education 
is a common good. That's why college 
was in the GI Bill, benefiting World 
War II veterans. 

It's more important now. Most 
employment re-
quires some type 
of education and 
training after 
high school. But 
in Michigan, 
only about half 
of high school 
grads go on for a 
degree, technical 
certification or 
other certificate. 
One reason is 
the cost. It's why community college 
became an option for students who 
otherwise are qualified for study at the 
university. It's our loss.  

Of course, the right thing to do is 
cancel all student debt. Saddling young 

Barker

Hang in there with small starts in school politics  
people with a ton of debt is discourag-
ing. Financial slavery prevents young 
adults from going forward with their 
lives because their mortgaged future is 
shaky.  

What underlies the high level of 
student loans is the mistaken idea that 
only the college graduate benefits from 
their education. We all benefit.  

College-educated and certified 
teachers pay their education forward by 
educating others, and from that we get 
so much more. Doctors save lives and 
lessen suffering. Engineers, lawyers, so-
cial workers, journalists, civil servants, 
entrepreneurs are just some whose 
education contributes to community 
life. And school short-cuts the time 
spent learning a trade, codifies what 
should be learned and takes responsi-
bility for it. 

Critics of forgiving student loans 
should consider how much effort even 
this small step required. Politics is all 
about money, and there are billions tied 
up in student loans.   

If student loans are the tail-end of 
the educational continuum, the begin-
ning is the Board of Education. That is 

the group of people who sit together to 
decide how to educate the young people 
in their community.  

They are called by an assortment of 
names: Trustees. Regents. Governors. 
Or simply, "member." Call them what 
you want; they all start as candidates. 
And, to my mind, the 
election culture that 
supports a monetized 
leap onto the ballot 
needs to change. 

Candidates get on 
the ballot in one of 
two ways, according 
to state law. They can 
pay a $100 nominat-
ing fee, or they can file 
a nominating petition. 
Overwhelmingly, 
nominations come 
through paying the 
money.  

In Detroit, where I 
was educated, there 
are 18 candidates 
on the November 
ballot for the Detroit 
Community Schools Board of Educa-
tion; 17 paid the $100. Only one, Janice 
Hunter-Harvill, circulated petitions, 
according to the Detroit City Clerk 
website.  

In the Lansing and East Lansing 
districts' board races, 100 percent of 
the candidates paid the money, said the 
Ingham County clerk. 

Under Michigan law, nominating 
petitions require six to 20 signatures 
for school districts below 10,000 pupils 
and 40 to 100 signatures for bigger 
districts. 

It's not good for democracy for 
people to buy their way onto the ballot. 
Write a check. Bring cash. Ducats. The 
Benjamins. All to sidestep the people 
part.  

A campaign manager told me that 
by paying the filing fee, the candidate 
is sure to get on the ballot. Collecting 
signatures is more risky.  

People sign petitions when they are 
not registered voters. Or they sign with 
the wrong address, or wrong name. 
Invalid signatures get thrown out, and 
the candidate risks not having enough 
signatures to go on the ballot. This 
issue is in the news nearly every day. 

So gather more signatures than need-
ed. I have to write more words than I 
need to find the right ones.  

But that's time consuming, my cam-
paign manager friend said. 

And so is serving on a school board.  

If a candidate does not know a 
minimum of 40 people who live in 
the right place and know the names 
on their driver's licenses, should that 
uninvolved person be making decisions 
for thousands of students and their 
families?  

Collecting signa-
tures presents the 
candidate with an 
opportunity to intro-
duce themselves to 
the community. And 
to be available for 
questions. The most 
obvious one is, why 
do you want to be on 
the school board?  

Sometimes the 
candidate does not 
know, my campaign 
manager friend said. 

Right. 
The $100 nom-

inating fee is very 
modest, especially for 
the types of people 
who generally run for 

public office. The bar is higher for oth-
ers, like naturalized citizens and Black 
Americans. They are among the group 
who only recently received a minimum 
wage increase because of COVID. They 
earn $15 an hour, and they must work 
six hours, seven if rounding up, to pay 
the $100 nominating fee. That is near-
ly an entire shift. 

There may be legit reasons for a 
person to pay the nominating fee, but 
to use it as insurance to skate onto the 
ballot should not be one of them. This 
issue is a part of election culture that 
says, just pay the fee. True civic-mind-
ed candidates and their supporters can 
change their behavior with one small 
action. No presidential executive action 
needed. Just candidates' desire to in-
volve the people they want to lead.  

Get nominating signatures. Talk to 
people.  

Smallish changes to culture might 
not be as exciting or graphic as protests 
in the 1960s or 1970s, but they are 
bound to be longer lasting. What Pres-
ident Biden signed was not enough for 
a house or a car, but it's a start.   

(Dedria Humphries Barker, a Lan-
sing resident, is the author of a book 
about education for girls, “Mother of 
Orphans: The True and Curious Story 
of Irish Alice, A Colored Man’s Widow.” 
Her opinion column appears on the last 
Wednesday of each month. Find her on 
Facebook.) 
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Wali Khan, a Hong 
Kong citizen and 
Singapore resident, is 
a 21-year-old soph-
omore majoring in 
journalism at Michigan 
State University. He 
spent much of this 
summer researching and writing this 
story under the guidance of City Pulse 
staff writer Todd Heywood, who also 
contributed reporting to it. 

Jack Ward was uncertain how many of his 
peers gathered on Sept. 27, 2021. Students 
were in and out of the room where the clan-
destine meeting was ongoing, crafting and 
ultimately dispatching a crucial email. 

By the time Ward arrived, some of the 
freshman’s hallmates and other acquain-
tances he made in his first month on campus 
had already begun drafting the email. Hud-
dling cautiously in a room in Claude Bryan 
Hall, the Michigan State University students 
put together an email alerting housing staff 
and university officials about a danger in the 
dorm. Attached to the email was this list: 
• Multiple knives (large sizes) 
• Illegal car parking sticker   
• Boxes of bullet casing in room   
• Boxes of ammunition in car   
• Blank-fire handgun (in car?)   
• Actual-loaded handgun    
• Both blank and loaded handguns were seen  
   by other students    
• Used N-word and F-slur 
• Threaten to taze other students while sleeping 
• Climbed up the side of building into a window 
• Made a working taser out of a battery, 
   wires, and screws    
• All conversations are related to weapons   
• Hand built a gun in dorm room 
• Said that rape victims are liars to a group 
  of girls 
• Made very transphobic comments  
• Multiple students are concerned 
  about their safety 
• Shops on the black market  
• Told girl who has depression that she just 
  shouldn’t be depressed    

One of the residents, a young man who de-
clined to be interviewed, told the others that 
“he had seen the gun in their room and was 
like, ‘I don’t like that he has a gun.’ And that’s 
when we wrote the email,” Sarah said. Sarah 
is a fake name. City Pulse offered her con-
fidentiality because she is concerned about 
her safety. The students were writing about 
“Mason,” a pseudonym for the 18-year-old 
student. The email was addressed to their 

A true tale of 
freshmen fright 

at MSU 
Students spent their first 

month coping with ‘a   
danger to our safety’ 

resident assistant, Reginald Allen. 
The students had already warned Allen 

they were putting together an email identify-
ing how Mason was a “danger to our safety.” 
When it arrived in his inbox Allen, and the 
students, knew he was going to have to call 
law enforcement. Attached to that email was 
a video of Mason scaling the outside of one of 
the dorm buildings on campus and crawling 
through a third-floor window. 

Allen sent the email up his chain of com-
mand and waited for direction.  

After waiting two days, Allen made an 
emergency call to MSU police. At 12:03 
a.m., on Oct. 1, MSU police officers arrived 
and conducted a search of Mason’s room and 
car. Allen said the emergency call had been 
made right after Mason’s roommate con-
firmed with Allen that Mason had not yet 
left for his Lake Orion home that weekend. 
The roommate declined to speak with City 
Pulse on the record. 

Allen, who saw the police enter Mason’s 
room, said the officers tossed it, “searching 
through boxes, opening up containers” and 
even “moving around the bed frame.” Anoth-
er resident, who had been hanging out with 
his friends in Sarah’s room, was on his way to 
his own when he saw the officers talking to 
Mason just a couple of doors down.  

Some residents went to Mason’s floor, 
walking past his room to steal a glance.  

Mason left in handcuffs.  

The search yielded what MSU’s police 
spokesperson, Inspector Chris Rozman, said 
included a “non-serialized 9mm handgun,” a 
“homemade stun gun” in 
his room and a catalog 
of sharp edges in his car: 
two knives — one “fixed,” 
the other “automatic,” and 
“three throwing stars.”  

When an MSU stu-
dent is involved in an 
event that poses a danger 
to the student and oth-
ers, the university calls 
an emergency meeting 
of the Behavioral Threat 
Assessment Team. The team reviews the in-
cident and makes recommendations to the 
dean of students on what, if any actions, 
should be taken in regard to the student.  

If the dean determines the student should 
be suspended pending the outcome of an in-
vestigation, the student is given 24 hours to 
rebut the allegations with evidence he or she 
was not involved in the alleged misconduct.  

The morning after the arrest, Allen awoke 
to what he believed to be a safer dorm — only 
to find Mason greeting him with a hearty, 
“Hi, Reggie!” while “skipping down the hall 
and eating beef jerky.”  

“I just kind of shut down. My body went 
into fight or flight mode,” Allen said.  

But soon thereafter, Mason disappeared, 
presumably having been arrested. 

Prelude to … 
The night of the arrest had not been the first 

time the police had searched Mason’s room.  
Residential hall officials called for a 

non-emergency police interaction little more 
than a week into the semester, on Sept. 9, when 
Mason was deemed not a threat, Allen said.  

This call was made after two residents ap-
proached Allen after seeing Mason “making 
shivs out of chopsticks” in the Brody Cafeteria 
and talking about how “more damage could 
be dealt with a hammer than with a knife.”  

By WALI KHAN 

Rozman

Photo illustration by Ron Stratton for City Pulse 

A moving-in scene from Michigan State University last week.  

See MSU, Page 12



12 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • August 31, 2022

MSU
from page 11

A separate MSU housing employ-
ee confirmed that an initial report was 
written and submitted to Advocate. 
That’s a computer system MSU uses to 
track incidents from the initial report 
until closure for cases ranging from sto-
len property to sexual assault.  

Allen said three police officers showed 
up at Bryan Hall to investigate. “Two 
were talking to him, one was searching 
his room.” 

After a search of Mason’s room and an 
interrogation, one of the officers alleged-
ly told Allen that Mason had exhibited 
signs of “special needs or autism” and he 
did not pose a safety concern. The offi-
cer “assured us that there was nothing 
to worry about. I remember those were 
his exact words,” Allen said.  

In the weeks leading up to Mason’s 
eventual arrest, Allen and his residents 
feared for their lives.  

First signs 
“The first thing I heard out of this guy’s 

mouth? He asked me, ‘Have you ever 
been stabbed?’” Ward said. Ward looked 
at him in disbelief, “gave him a little head 
shake and said, ‘No.’ I was questioning 
what I had just heard. I was so appalled.”  

Minutes before this, Ward’s roommate 
had urgently interrupted his post-school-
work gaming. “He’s like, ‘Do not go out-
side the room. There’s a kid who made a 
homemade taser.’ I’m laughing it off and 
like, ‘There’s no shot someone made a 
homemade taser,” Ward recalled, using 
the slang for no chance. “You could hear 
it from down the hall.” 

“I go a little further down the hall,” 
Ward said, “and I see this kid holding 
batteries wrapped in something. It was a 
really weird design.” Ward told City Pulse 
that he and two other residents had seen 
electrical sparks generated from the elec-
trodes of the homemade taser.  

Ward decided to “take the other stairs 
down” to avoid Mason’s room. 

“People tried to get away from (Mason’s 
room) when they were in the vicinity,” 
Ward said. “It was more of a silent pact.” 

Anna Barnes, a journalism major at 
MSU and then-Bryan Hall dweller, re-
called another experience.  

She and others in the circle of Bry-
an Hall friends were at Five Guys on 
Michigan Avenue the day when Mason 
sprung a question. 

“He asked every single one of us, ‘Would 
you ever own a gun?’ Barnes said. “Every-
one was giving him joke answers. A couple 
people said, ‘Yeah, maybe’ and I said ‘no.”  

Mason seemed agitated if someone 
replied in the negative.  

“And if you said ‘no,’ he would get real 
… .” She paused “He’d ask you, ‘Why, 
like, why not? Why wouldn’t you want 
to? Guns are great.’” 

“I wouldn’t own a gun,” Barnes replied, 
making a self-aware quip about her strug-
gles with depression. “‘Because what if 
something bad happened in my life? That 
was really inconvenient for me and every 
now and then I would look at my gun and 
be like, ‘I can just use it on myself.’”  

Mason volleyed back at the notion of 
Barnes’ having depression with incred-
ulousness and disbelief. “He would tell 
me, ‘It’s not real,’ that it was ‘all in my 
head,’ I was ‘making it up,’” she said. 

The group marinated in silence. “That 
was a super awkward conversation, ev-
eryone was just kind of sitting there, lis-
tening,” Barnes recalled. Mason paid for 
everyone’s meal that day. 

Mason often had trouble meshing 
with the group; he had almost been a 
friend-in-law. Barnes said the seeds of 
the group’s inception had been sowed 
right before Labor Day weekend, when 
Mason became part of it seemingly by 
proximity to the others. Mason would 
“show up and hang out.” The group 
didn’t initially mind Mason’s presence 
given his initial friendly demeanor. 

Though that perception changed rap-
idly, Barnes said Mason “was generally 
on edge.” She was not alone in noticing 
his hyperfixation of firearms.  

“If Mason was involved in a conver-
sation, it would always come back to 
something about guns,” Barnes said. 
Ward similarly recalled most interac-
tions with Mason revolved around guns. 

Sarah said Mason avoided the usual 
trappings of the American college ex-
perience, eschewing parties in favor of 
going to the gun range.  

“We’re all kind of partiers and we 
would do that on the weekend. He 
didn’t really like that. None of us liked 
going to the shooting range, and that’s 
what he would do during the week,” she 
said. “Mason was always sober.” 

Mason offered to buy Sarah breakfast if 
she went to the shooting range with him, 
She declined Mason’s proposal. Going to 
the shooting range was something Mason 
begged others to do with him regularly.  

As these interactions became increas-
ingly routine, some residents believed 
they were hurtling towards violence. 
When asked if he had thought Mason 
was going to hurt someone, Ward told 
us: “I began to think of it more as an in-
evitability.”  

Other concerns 
It wasn’t just Mason’s overt enthusi-

asm for firearms that was causing con-
cern. Sarah recounted that Mason made 
a jagged First Amendment argument de-
claring he could use the N-word, and did. 
It made Barnes increasingly wary of him.  

Fellow residents heard him parrot 
right-wing talking points. 

“Anything revolving around an 
amendment was one of (Mason’s) core 
beliefs,” Ward said. “Like the right to 
bear arms? ‘I’m allowed to have guns.’ 
“The right to free speech? ‘I can say 
whatever I want.'' We all knew his core 
beliefs. And he would be bragging about 
his AR-15 to us. That’s kind of where we 
were a little more submissive to the idea 
of being nice.” Ward said. 

Ward recalled watching the first pro-

fessional football game of the season 
four days after police had searched Ma-
son’s room the first time. The Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers were playing the Dallas 
Cowboys. 

The matchup had been widely antici-
pated, and students across campus found 
their eyes glued to the screen, but Ward 
found himself dividing his attention be-
tween the game and another screen.  

“Mason comes up to me, and says, ‘Let 
me show you what I made.’ He showed 
me videos of a walkie talkie,” Ward said. 
The video showed a device with a “ton 
of wires with a walkie-talkie around a 
canister.” 

Ward alleged Mason then scrolled 
through videos of “him recording himself 
with the device in his hand” and “walk-
ing away, hitting a button on the walk-
ie-talkie and then a boom,” Ward said. “I 
just remember hearing a big bang and 
that he had a smile on his face.” 

Ward was “pretty terrified” by what he 
had witnessed but offered up a paltry, 
“That’s pretty cool, man,”  

Mason sat next to him, “appreciative” of 
Ward’s apparent approval. “‘Thanks, man. 
It didn’t take me that long,” he told Ward. 

In the background and under the dis-
quieting fluorescent hum of lights, the 
Cowboys raged on. 

Gunsmoke & mirrors 
Every semester, MSU freshmen and 

sophomores pour into residential build-
ings to find their RAs and ICAs — in-
tercultural aides — already unpacked 
and settled into an empty hall after two 
weeks’ worth of training. For many res-
idents, these student-employees are the 
first people they meet during their time 
at State. An RA can influence a student’s 
college and residential experience. 

The fall of 2021 was a semester unlike 
any other, housing staff told City Pulse. 
The incoming class was the first of the 
COVID lockdown generation.  

Sophia Kalakailo, an RA on the wom-
en’s wing of Mason’s floor, heard parents 

ask whether Bryan Hall was a “chill” or 
“OK” place. Answers were peppered in 
with the occasional “Oh, you won’t have 
many problems with her'' or “better keep 
an eye on her.” The general impression 
is that RAs are “figures of authority,” but 
interviews with multiple students em-
ployed by Student Life and Engagement, 
a department on campus that employs 
student employees. reveal a different, 
darker reality. Kalakailo remembered 
traversing entire floors of Bryan Hall to 
track down a group of men who alleged-
ly shouted “I hope you get raped!” in the 
hallways. The screaming went on for 
minutes, with the sound of a female res-
ident crying, but Kalakailo was unable 
to identify its source. Kalakailo said she 
has also written up a plethora of incident 
reports related to bigotry: transphobic 
terms scrawled on door decorations and 
bearing witnessing to physical alterca-
tions where homophobic slurs were used.  

All went unheeded, Kalakailo said. 
She felt the complaints disappeared into 
a bureaucratic blackhole because she 
never heard anything about them after 
they were filed.  

Kalakailo feels she shared a deep, re-
warding kinship with her co-workers; 
but housing staff ends up assuming the 
role of “customer service workers.”  

“Roger,” who did not wish to be identi-
fied for fear of reprisals for speaking out 
as an active student and employee at the 
school, said Mason slammed his door on 
him when he delivered a package.  

“I just wanted to come and drop it off. 
But the way that he looked at me, I had 
never seen anyone looking at me like that. 
He looked at me with such hatred,” Roger 
said. “It just felt like it went very dark. 

“He reached for my arms, took the 
box, which was a cardboard package,” 
Roger continued, “slammed the door 
and locked it.” 

Allen, Mason’s RA, had seen Mason’s 
family arrive on campus and assist him 
in a move-in process best described as 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING PLANNING COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearing to be held by the East Lansing Planning 
Commission on Wednesday, September 14, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the East Lansing Hannah 
Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823.

Request from 3400 West Road LLC to rezone a 2.41-acre parcel located on the east 
side of West Road, north of Abbey Road (Parcel ID #33-20-01-02-226-021) from 
B-5 (Community Retail Sales Business District) to M-1 (Manufacturing District).  The 
applicant for the rezoning has voluntarily offered to condition the rezoning on limiting the 
potential future uses on the parcel to exclude a contractor’s storage yard, coal or building 
materials storage yard, kennel, radio and television towers, and medical or recreational 
marihuana grower facilities, processor facilities, secure transporter facilities, and that 
any future use of the parcel must abide by the performance standards established in 
Section 50-673(1) and (2) of the Code of Ordinances.

The public may attend and participate at all meetings in person or electronically.  Please 
contact the Planning and Zoning Administrator or visit the City’s public meeting portal for 
electronic meeting access information:

Peter Menser – Planning and Zoning Administrator
410 Abbot Road

East Lansing, MI 48823
517.319.6861 or pmenser@cityofeastlansing.com

https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ 

For more information on the request please contact Planning and Zoning Administrator Peter 
Menser at the contact info above.  Materials related to the request are available for viewing 
at the Department of Planning, Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or on the City’s 
website located at www.cityofeastlansing.com/currentapplications.  Written comments may 
be sent prior to the public hearing to the Planning Commission, City of East Lansing, 410 
Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan, 48823, or by email to coelplanningcommission@
cityofeastlansing.com.

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services must 
contact the City Manager’s Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 319-6920 
(TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at nmostel@cityofeastlansing.com. 

This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in compliance with 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

     Jennifer Shuster 
     City Clerk                     CP#22-189

See MSU, Page 13

Shutterstock 

MSU police said among the weapons 
found when they searched Mason’s 
room and car were a “non-serialized 
9mm handgun” and a “fixed” knife. 

Shutterstock 
MSU police also confiscated three 
throwing stars from Mason. 
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from page 12
“quickly and quietly.” In fact, the entire 
family “seemed quiet,” and “Mom waved 
from the front seat.”  

During “rez-chats,” a tedious process 
where an RA is tasked to speak to every 
single resident in a wing, which hous-
es around 60 students, Allen spoke to 
the “really reserved” and “calm” Mason, 
who didn’t stand out among the swarm 
of other students.  

When the veneer of calm wore off after 
Mason’s first police interaction, closed-
door meetings occurred among Roger, 
Allen and their community director. 

As a community director, Roger su-
pervised Bryan Hall. Community direc-
tors on campus are assigned to various 
housing facilities, with a population of 
700 to 1,100 students. 

Roger had fiercely advocated for more 
transparency between the administra-
tion and students who were affected by 
Mason’s words and actions. 

Roger was worried that those living 
in the building had the right to know 
about Mason’s behavior and weaponry 
despite what privacy policies applied.  

“This is information that I cannot 
hide from my residents. If he was to 
continue living here, all of my RAs need 
to know who is living in this building,” 
Roger told his boss. 

Despite this advocacy, and numerous 
complaints sent into the Advocate sys-
tem about Mason’s escalating behavior, 
housing staff were not provided with 
updates on the case.  

Some sources believed Mason had not 
been expelled and was still on campus.  

Police Inspector Rozman explained 
that typically police maintain a “rela-
tionship and openly share information 
with any victims of any crimes against a 
person.” But since “there wasn't an alle-
gation, specifically, of a crime against a 
person, it was just the mere possession 
of weapons,” there was no police fol-
low-up “because they weren't victims in 
the case.”  

Rozman said the release of informa-
tion did not entirely hinge on the Police 
Department. He said he deferred to the 
residential operations side of MSU on 
what information should be shared with 
students and staff. 

Allen, who spent two days await-
ing his housing higher-ups to approve 
the emergency call to the police about 
Mason, said the rigidity of the chain 
of command prevented him reporting 
it to the police immediately. Within 

Residence Education and 
Housing Services, “they tell 
us to always talk up the duty 
chain and not out,” Allen said. 
Housing staff “wanted to ini-
tially just call the police, but 
they weren't sure if that was 
the right course of action.” 

Residents were perplexed 
at the delay in Mason’s re-
moval and some remember 
the two-day wait to be espe-
cially harrowing.  

“We were terrified,” Barnes 
said. “We were almost posi-
tive that (Mason) knew that 
we had reported him because 
of his suspicion of the girls not liking his 
guns.”   

Allen said housing staff was hesitant to 
immediately report it to the police direct-
ly, anticipating a rehash of the first police 
interaction. Additionally, Allen said he 
feared the process of reporting the email 
directly to the police would violate data 
policies and could potentially cost him 
his employment, which did not pay him, 
but guaranteed room and board.  

Those fears were not unfounded. 
Months after the October arrest, which 
Allen said impacted his mental health 
and made him “unable to sleep proper-
ly,” he was put on probation for breaking 
up a “fight that could have” endangered 
the lives of residents instead of calling it 
in and following procedure.”  

Allen provided his probation docu-
ments. They alleged he failed to “utilize 
the proper duty protocol.”  

Though what exactly came of Mason 
remains shrouded in secrecy, he won’t be 
on campus this year. And he wasn’t on 
campus for the winter semester of 2022, 
either. What, if any, punishment doled 
out by the university is confidential un-
der a federal law called the Family Edu-
cational Rights Protection Act, or FER-
PA. It is likely Mason was expelled by the 
university for possessing the weapons. 

City Pulse has confirmed with Rozman 
that criminal charges were referred to 
the Ingham County Prosecutor’s Office. 
But what charges were requested and 
what actions the courts took are hidden 
behind from public view. Prosecutor 
Carol Siemon said her office has “no pub-
lic files” related to Mason.  

It’s possible that Mason struck a deal 
with the Prosecutor’s Office under the 
Holmes Youthful Trainee Act. HYTA is 
a state law that allows a young person, 
18 to 26, to enter a guilty plea on a crim-
inal charge.  

The judge then assigns specific re-

quirements for the student to complete 
in order for them to successfully com-
plete a youthful trainee program. The 
requirements can include jail or pris-
on time, and probation of up to three 
years. When the youth completes the 
court-ordered programming, the judge 
vacates the conviction and it is no longer 
available to the public to review.  

A judge can strike a HYTA deal with-
out the input of the prosecutor when 
the offender is between 18 and 21. Any 
youth 21 to 26 charged with a crime and 
seeking HYTA status must obtain the 
approval of the prosecutor.  

“HYTA is not exactly a ‘program,’ but 
more of an approach to help young of-
fenders avoid having a criminal record 

that could hinder them from moving 
forward in life,” the House Fiscal Agen-
cy explained in a legislative analysis for 
an update of the law in 2015.  

While HYTA requires the “proceed-
ings” of the court to be kept from public 
view — including prohibiting any court 
official from publicly acknowledging the 
case falls under HYTA — City Pulse ran 
into a wrinkle in Mason’s case. A Free-
dom of Information Act request for the 
police report related to Mason’s arrest 
was denied by MSU lawyers. The de-
nial cited a provision under FOIA that 
allows exemption under other laws. Tra-
ditionally, the public body is required to 
disclose which law it is citing to deny the 
request.  

But not with the police report and ev-
idence photos for this case.  

“While nothing in this response serves 
to confirm or deny the existence of re-
cords responsive to your requests, pur-
suant to the processing requirements of 
the MIFOIA, this letter is sent to notify 
you that your requests are hereby re-
spectfully denied,” wrote Rebecca Nel-
son, director and Freedom of Informa-
tion Act officer at MSU on Aug. 3.  

City Pulse appealed this denial, not-
ing that HYTA only applies to court 
proceedings. The appeal was filed with 
MSU President Samuel Stanley on Aug. 
9. It was denied on Aug. 24.  

“The release of police records relat-

ed to an individual’s status as 
youthful trainee under HYTA, 
or any acknowledgement that 
such records exist, would 
thwart HYTA’s purpose and 
eliminate its intended protec-
tions,” Stanley wrote in his de-
nial.  

In an attempt to get Mason’s 
story, two City Pulse reporters 
drove to his home in Lake Ori-
on on Aug. 13. We were met 
by his father, Aaron – also a 
pseudonym – who said he was 
asleep.  

In response to questions 
about Mason’s gun possession, 

Aaron said the university “dealt with it.” 
When Aaron was confronted with the 

perceptions of the peers, including their 
fear of Mason, he said, “Did they know 
him, though? Did they know his back-
ground and his history?” 

Aaron said the students were making 
“assumptions” about his son.  

“They don't know that since he's a lit-
tle kid, he's been dealing with Asperg-
er's and all kinds of other stuff,” he said. 

Asperger's syndrome was retired in 
2013 as an official diagnosis with the 
publication of the fifth edition of the 
American Psychiatric Association's 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of 
Mental Disorders and is now part of a 
broader category called autism spec-

trum disorder, or ASD.  
Sally Burton-Hoyle, an expert on Col-

lege Support and Family Experience for 
Individuals with ASD at Eastern Mich-
igan University, said that there exists 
no link between people with ASD and a 
propensity for violence and linking the 
two was not based in fact.  

“People don’t really know what au-
tism is, they kind of know what they’re 
told,” she said. “When a person hears a 
newscaster say that there was a mass 
shooting by a person with autism, they 
hear that and that’s all it takes.” 

Individuals living with ASD are sta-
tistically much more likely to be victims 
of crime and violence than those who do 
not live on with ASD.  

Though it is currently unclear if Ma-
son did indeed receive a diagnosis of 
ADHD and ASD, using those condi-
tions to cloak his behaviors, would ad-
here to what Burton-Hoyle calls a “pity 
model,” which implies someone living 
with ASD “cannot help themselves,” as 
opposed to “self-determination,” which 
provides integrative support to individ-
uals living with ASD. 

For Barnes and others, they’re gear-
ing up for a new year of adventures on 
campus. Not necessarily any worse for 
the wear.  

Over a picture of last year’s dorm 
room on her Snapchat story, she wrote 
“Here we go again.”  

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
CONSOLIDATED ANNUAL PERFORMANCE

AND EVALUATION REPORT (CAPER)
July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022

TO:  Citizens of the City of Lansing

PURPOSE: NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF THE CONSOLIDATED 
ANNUAL   PERFORMANCE AND EVALUATION REPORT (CAPER)
  July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022

The City of Lansing Department of Economic Development and Planning (EDP) is preparing 
its Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER) for the period July 1, 
2021 through June 30, 2022 pursuant to Federal Community Development Program rules and 
regulations. Before submitting its Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report 
to the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for approval, the city must, 
after appropriate public notice, make the report available to the public for examination and 
comment for a period of 15 days. The comment period is September 1, 2022 – September 16, 
2022. The EDP Office must receive any comments regarding the CAPER for this time period 
in writing no later than 5: 00 p.m. on the last day of the comment period.

A summary of public comments received as a result of the public participation process will be 
submitted to HUD as part of the CAPER. 
 
Notice is hereby given that the CAPER for the time noted above for the City of Lansing 
is on file and available for review at the city’s website at www.lansingmi.gov/development.   
Information regarding the CAPER may be obtained by contacting Doris M. Witherspoon at 
(517) 483-4063 or at doris.witherspoon@lansingmi.gov.
                                           CP#22-187

The last paragraph of a letter to City Pulse from MSU President Samuel L. 
Stanley denying a request under the Freedom of Information Act. Note his careful 
language to avoid even confirming that the documents exist. That appears to be 
indirect confirmation that Mason was granted an exemption under the Holmes 
Youthful Trainee Act that will allow his record to be expunged at 21 if he does not 
violate whatever conditions a judge may have set for his crimes. 

The courtyard entrance to Claude Bryan Hall, named after 
a dean of veterinary studies in the 1940s. MSU describes 
it this way: “Bryan Hall is known by Spartans for its large, 
open concept living areas, renovated study spaces, project 
rooms and gaming areas. The hall offers an Honors College 
living-learning option.” 
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

By SARAH SPOHN 
While summer is waning, the Labor 

Day weekend offers one last chance at 
beach days, boating and barbecues with 
the family. Beyond that, Greater Lan-
sing has a stacked calendar full of out-
door events hosted under the sun. City 
Pulse has compiled some open-air shin-
digs that will keep you busy as autumn’s 
crisp air rolls in. From beer fests to 
spooky fall-time festivals, here’s what’s 
happening in the upcoming weeks.   

September isn’t too early to get 
primed for Halloween, is it? A Festival 
of Oddities was voted the Top Local 
Event/Festival in City Pulse’s 2021 Top 
of the Town competition, so it’s clearly 
a local favorite. 
Founded in 2019 
by Jenn Car-
penter, owner of 
Deadtime Stories 
in REO Town, 
this annual hap-
pening delivers 
a picture-perfect 
spooky soiree.  

“The mission is to support local busi-
nesses, artists and charitable organiza-
tions, all while offering the community a 
fun, affordable and unique experience,” 
Carpenter said. 

Co-presented by Scream Queen Pro-
ductions and The Courthouse Square 
Association, this all-ages, one-day fest 
is held on the courthouse grounds and 
offers vintage carnival games, a photo 
booth, kitten tent, axe throwing and a 
living library. Also onsite is A Macabre 
Marketplace, showcasing items from 
100 Michigan-based artists and makers. 
Another attraction is the Courthouse 
Square Museum ($5 admission). While 

Last days of summer 
 Outdoor events still plentiful as autumn approaches 

it’s locally centered, visitors can learn 
about curiosities and oddities from all 
over the world and hear true crime ex-
perts and paranormal investigators tell 
haunting tales.  

Carpenter said she is most excited 
about a “Friday the 13th” legend who’ll 
be on hand.  

“Our special guest is Ari Lehman, the 
first actor ever to play Jason Voorhees 
on the big screen,” she said. “He'll be do-
ing a fan meet and greet, taking selfies 
and signing autographs. His band, First 
Jason, will perform at 5 p.m., and then 
he will attend a showing of the original 
‘Friday the 13th’ later that night at The 
Eaton Theatre down the street.” 

A Festival of Oddities, like most large-
scale events, was impacted by COVID 
the past two years, but Carpenter said 
this will be a landmark year. “We'll 
be getting closer to that point of fully 
spreading our wings and bringing the 
vision we've had for the festival to life,” 
she said.  

Fall FEASTival, the an-
nual celebration of Mich-
igan-made food, returns 
to downtown St. Johns 
with 100 food trucks and 
food producers from all 
over the state. 

Now in its third year, it was created 
in 2019 by event organizers Megen and 

Brent Hurst and is hosted by the 
Eat Healthy Eat Local Foundation. 
“Whatever you’re craving will be at 
the Fall FEASTIval,” said Megen 
Hurst, who also promises every-
thing from sauce makers and bak-
ers to locally sourced maple syrup, 
honey, meat, kettle corn, lemonade 
and more. 

While it’s all about having a tasty 
time, Hurst said the event’s mission is 
to help grow Michigan food businesses. 
“All proceeds from this event are donat-
ed into a grant to help facilitate an or-

ganic grocery store for our community 
that will feature Michigan-made goods,” 
she said.  

Aside from delicious food, live enter-
tainment will be provided by Shelby & 
Jake, The DNA Project, Shahira Dancers 
and Nat Spinz. The kids can keep busy 
with carnival games and face painting.  

 517 Living, a website promoting local 
events, people, places and things, was 
launched by Sarah Pierce to enrich the 
lives of locals.  

Pierce said the mission of  517 Living 
Community Night, part of a weeklong 
lineup of activities, 
is to offer an oppor-
tunity for new con-
nections. “I want 
people to discover 
new businesses, 
creatives, places, 
and friends, and 
I hope they head 

home with a 
heightened 
appreciation for their communi-
ty,” she said. 

517 Living Community Night 
launched in 2017 at Henry’s 
Place in Okemos, and from 
there, it’s been hosted in new 
locations each year. During the 

pandemic, the event grew into an entire 
week, promoting local events and fea-
turing special deals.  

This year, the celebration happens at 
Hawk Island County Park and features 
locally crafted food and beverages, ven-
dors, live entertainment and a wellness 
center hosted by LiveWELL. Have some 
extra groceries? The Greater Lansing 
Food Bank is accepting shelf-stable food 
donations at this rain-or-shine event.  

Pierce said this year’s event is the first to 
feature an open mic, hosted by The Artist’s 
Umbrella. “I am thrilled about this devel-

opment,” she said. “I am a big fan of their 
group, and this format will allow a broad-
er variety of local creatives to participate.”  

Downtown Lansing Inc. and Lansing 
501 return with 
another BLOCK: 
AID event. This 
fall version of the 
popular summer 
fest features live 
music, local food, 
drinks in the So-
cial District, art 
vendors, a kid’s 

zone and 
more.  

T h i s 
y e a r , 
a new addition is Forks and 
Corks, an upscale evening of 
wine and food pairings from top 
dining spots. The event, hosted 
by Michigan Premier Events, 
takes place during BLOCK: 
AID, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 

Allegan Street. Attendees can also expect 
an outdoor art garden party, fine wine 
pairings, live jazz and, of course, dishes 
prepared by Lansing chefs.  

Held in conjunction with the Grand 
Ledge Fall Festival, the Grand Ledge 
Chamber of Commerce invites families 
to enjoy the au-
tumn weather with 
various activities 
while adults enjoy 
craft beer and cider 
on Fitzgerald Field. 

Amy Hoyes, the 
chamber’s execu-
tive director, said 
the event started in 
2019 but was can-
celed in 2020 due 
to COVID. “We 
reinvented our Fall 
Festival after 2020, and it has grown ex-
ponentially,” she said. “We showcase our 
businesses and provide engaging events 
for the community to attend.” 

At the beer fest, 15 breweries will 
be onsite, and general admission tick-
et holders will receive a souvenir glass 
(while supplies last) and 10 drink tick-
ets. VIP tickets will receive a souvenir 
glass (while supplies last) and 15 drink 
tickets. For those staying sober this fall, 
“DD” tickets are available and include 
two waters or energy drinks. 

City Pulse needs a few Delivery Drivers
 for Wednesday morning deliveries.

Interested: Contact Suzi at
suzi@lansingcitypulse.com 

or (517) 999-6704.

Courtesy Jenn Carpenter 

A Festival of Oddities 

A Festival of Oddities  

Courthouse Square Museum 
100 W. Lawrence Ave., 
Charlotte 
Saturday, Sept. 3  
11 a.m.-6 p.m., $5 
festivalofoddities.com 

Courtesy Megen Hurst 

Fall FEASTival 

Fall FEASTival 

Downtown St. Johns, 
Saturday, Sept. 17  
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
FREE 
eathealthyeatlocal.com 

Courtesy Sarah Pierce 

517 Living Community Night  

517 Living Community 
Night (and week) 

Hawk Island County Park 
1601 E. Cavanaugh Rd., Lansing 
Saturday, Oct. 1 
4-8 p.m.  
FREE (county park vehicle 
entrance fees apply) 
517night.com 

The BLOCK: Aid 
and Forks and 
Corks 

Washington Square, 
Downtown Lansing 
Thursday, Oct. 6 
5:01 p.m. to 7 p.m.  
FREE activities at 
BLOCK: AID 
(Forks and Corks is a 
ticketed event) 
downtownlansing.org 

Grand Ledge 
Beer Fest 

Fitzgerald Field 
206 W. River St., 
Grand Ledge 
Saturday, Oct. 8  
3-8 p.m. (VIP starts 
at 2 p.m.) 
$5-$45  
grandledgechamber.
com 
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ACCOUNTABILITY  EQUITY  SUSTAINABILITY

JUSTICE
FOR A 

CHANGE

facebook.com/emilydievendorfforstaterepresentative
EMILYDIEVENDORF.COM

Paid for by Friends of Emily Dievendorf, 418 Monroe St., Lansing, MI 48906

VOTE November 8th!

REAL ESTATE

AUCTION
By Order of the County Treasurer of Eaton County

THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2022

Registration: 5:00 PM; Auction: 6:00 PM 
Location: Eaton County Administration Building 

Board Room 1045 Independence Blvd 
Charlotte, MI 48813

For Detailed 
Info Visit 

Our Website!

John Bippus AARE 
CAI CEB GRI, 
Broker/Auctioneer

A refundable deposit of $1,000 in cash 
or certified funds made payable to 

yourself is required to receive a bid card.

Detailed info on all parcels and terms at 
www.BippusUSA.com

Lansing City Pulse, 1/8 Pg, August 31

REAL ESTATE

AUCTION
By Order of the County Treasurer of Eaton County

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2022THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2022
Registration: 5:00 PM; Auction: 6:00PM
Location: Eaton County Administration Building 

Board Room 1045 Independence Blvd 
Charlotte, MI 38813

Detailed info on all parcels and terms at 
www.BippusUSA.com

John Bippus AARE CAI CEB GRI, Broker/Auctioneer

For Detailed 
Info Visit 

Our Website!

Flashes Advertising & News & County Journal, 2x3,
September 3rd

A refundable deposit of $1,000 in cash or 
certified funds made payable to yourself is 

required to receive a bid card.

By RICH TUPICA 
 Plans are being finalized for the for-

mer location of Green Dot Stables, and 
according to Dustin “Dustie” Morrell, a 
co-owner and partner in the venture, it 
will be a spot for everyone.  

“City’s Edge will be a place you go for 
inclusion of all orienta-
tions, races and views,” 
said Morrell of the new 
eatery and venue located 
at 410 S. Clippert St. It will 
be “a destination spot for 
everyone to feel included, 
and enjoy live entertain-
ment that focuses on local 
artists while having a de-
lectable seasonal menu.  

“We’ll also offer fami-
ly-style dining, so families 
of all sizes can dine in or 
order out for affordable 
rates,” he added.  

While the doors have 
yet to open, plans are in 

Courtesy photo  

City’s Edge team, from left to right: Christina Gentilozzi (human 
resources manager), Dustin Morrell (chef and partner), Nancy 
Gilbert (marketing/partner) and Mel Spencley (partner).   

2016’s “Too Busy to Cook with 
Dustin Morrell” 

Taco fest kicks off City’s Edge 
New restaurant and venue in the works 

the works. Aside from some red tape 
issues, the original open date of Sept. 3 
was pushed back a couple of weeks for a 
few other reasons — including timing.  

“We figure a lot of people are leaving 
Labor Day,” Morrell said. “So, we want 
to open when school’s first week is over 

— to give MSU stu-
dents a new place 
for the weekend.”  

Morrell, 28, of 
Dewitt, said the new 
signing date is set for 
Sept. 15, with a Sept. 
17 “LGBT friend-
ly kick-off ” event 
with drag queens 
planned for the 
grand opening. The 
Santana Project (an 
eight-member Car-
los Santana tribute 
band), The Kathy 
Ford Band and 
dancers are set to 

perform. The next 
day (Sept. 18), City’s 
Edge spices things 
up with its first-ev-
er Greater Lansing 
Taco Festival. Aside 
from a hot chili 
pepper eating con-
test, there will, of 
course, be plenty of 
tacos to devour.  

For the thirsty 
crowd, attendees 
can enjoy adult beverages such as cer-
vezas, margaritas, Palomas, specialty 
cocktails and many tequilas. Tickets are 
$15 at the door.  

“You can try tacos which we special-
ize in called Birria De Res, from Jalisco, 
Mexico,” said Morrell, adding other ven-
dors will be onsite. “But we’re currently 
looking for more food vendors to fill up 
other Hispanic regions and desserts.”   

Over the years, Morrell has kept busy 
pursuing his love of the culinary arts. 

Aside from work at a string of restau-
rants, he’s also published a book, 2016’s 
“Too Busy to Cook with Dustin Mor-
rell,” and hosted a cooking show, 2014’s 
“Dustie’s Bites.” According to Morrell, 
he is also “currently in the legal program 
at Davenport and has helped struggling 
restaurant owners out by managing and 
consulting for them.”   

For those interested in working 
alongside him, City’s Edge is hosting a 
hiring event next month.  
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By CHLOE ALVERSON
Despite its East Lansing location, 

Risky Studios isn’t just for college 
students. Owners Joshua and Alicia 
Southern hope the multimedia pro-
duction studio will serve as a co-work-
ing space for creatives and businesses 
in the area.

Located on the lower level at 301 
M.A.C. Ave., the Southerns found a 
location that is easily accessible from 
Michigan State University and near 
the center of downtown East Lansing. 
Alicia Southern said that their studio 
will be a great 

resource for students who need access 
to things like recording equipment and 
editing software — things that often 
don’t fit into a college dorm room or 
college budget. 

The couple decided to open the pro-
duction studio after Joshua Southern’s 
production company — Risky Music 
Group — had outgrown its various 
locations within their Lansing home.

“With the desire to want to do more 
collaborations, and the opportunity to 
expand, we knew we had to get out of 
the house,” he said. “We’re at a point 
now where we want to share some of 
the wealth with the community.” 

The space features a recording 
booth, an audio production area and 
backdrops for photography opportu-
nities. Even with the small space, a lot 
can be accomplished in Risky Studios. 
The Southerns intend to build a direc-
tory of clients to promote their busi-

nesses as well — a perk that only Risky 
Studios members can enjoy. 

“Those trusted sources we have for 
photography or whatever it is, we want 
to have that business directory to say, 
‘Hey, do you need this? These are the 
people we trust to do those projects for 
you,’” Alicia Southern said. 

Membership packages are fitting for 
creatives who are using the space con-
sistently. For studio services like pod-
casting, photography and the record-
ing studio, there are hourly rates. An 
hour of music production and vocal 
recording starts at $50. The Southerns 
would be present to act as mentors and 
assist clients through the creative pro-
cess. 

The Southerns also plan to rent out 
the studio for small events of 20 people 
or fewer. Alicia Southern described it as 
a “micro-event space” for networking 
events, open mics and study groups. 

“Anybody who is wanting to venture 
off into any creative endeavor that you 
may have, you can get on our website 
and book some time,” Joshua Southern 
said. “Feel free to reach out.” 

Take the risk out of creating at Risky Studios

By CHELSEA PHILLIPS
Impression 5 Science Center is an 

interactive space for children and fam-
ilies to explore and create using all five 
senses. It is conveniently located in 
downtown Lansing, nestled just be-
tween the Riverwalk Theatre and the 
R. E. Olds Transportation Museum. It 
started in East Lansing in 1972 as one 
of the first interactive science museums 
in the country and made the move to its 
current location in 1982.

The center has spaces dedicated for 
newborns and 
beyond, with 
programs like 
D i s c o v e r y 
Time designed 
for children 
as young as 2, 
and the Youth 

Action Council for children fifth grade 
through 12th grade.

Impression 5 Science Center features 
both stationary and traveling exhib-
its. Executive director Erik Larson ex-
plained that proposals for new exhibits 
come from a variety of sources, such as 
members, staff and sponsors.

“Impression 5 has a team in place that 
actually researches and develops, proto-
types and fabricates its own exhibits,” 
Larson said. 

To supplement those exhibits, the 
museum brings in traveling exhibits 

from all over the country. Creating new 
exhibits can take up to two and a half 
years, according to Larson.

“We know our members and visitors 
want to see new exhibits much more 
frequently than that,” he said. 

Along with the delight of celebrating 
50 years of operation this April, Larson 
said there are exciting changes coming. 
One update the museum is looking to 
do would replace the climbing struc-
ture in the First Impression Room — a 
learning space designated for children 
ages birth to 4 years old. There are plans 
to add a second nursing room, which 
will be located on the first floor of the 
science center. Another change will be 
the addition of a café inside the current 
snack and eating area.

Bringing back Member Nights is also 
on the list of upcoming changes, accord-
ing to Larson. He explained that these 
events were “wrapped around a theme 
or opening of an exhibit” and happened 

several times each year prior to the pan-
demic.

Like many organizations and busi-
nesses, Impression 5 Science Center’s 
operations were impacted by the pan-
demic. Previously, Larson said the mu-
seum had around 3,700 members. That 
number dropped by half during the 
pandemic. The museum’s hours were 
also affected.

“Prior to the pandemic, we were open 
six days a week to the public,” Larson 

said. “We were open until 5 o’clock.”
The museum is open to the public 

four days a week with shortened hours. 
The hour adjustment and operation 
days are things the museum continues 
to evaluate as the pandemic continues, 
Larson said.

Sponsors and government programs 
helped Impression 5 during the pan-
demic, but Larson said that the muse-
um is always looking for more volun-
teers and funding for future projects.

Lasting impressions at Impression 5 Science Center

Impression 5 
Science Center
200 Museum Drive, Lansing
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday – Sunday
(517) 485-8116
Impression5.org
$12 non-member admission Courtesy

The First Impression Room is one of the many exhibits at Impression 5 Science 
Center where young children can safely play and explore.

This occa-
sional 
feature 
highlights 
events and 
milestones 
at local 
nonprof-
its. If you 
would like to 

submit a suggestion please email chloe@
lansingcitypulse.com

Courtesy

Joshua and Alicia Southern celebrated 
the grand opening of Risky Studios on 
Saturday (Feb. 26). Risky Studios

301 M.A.C. Ave., Suite 106, 
East Lansing
(989) 341-3652
booking@
riskystudioslansing.com 
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pureoptions.com

FOR REGISTERED QUALIFYING PATIENTS ONLY OR FOR USE BY INDIVIDUALS 21 YEARS OF AGE OR 
OLDER FOR ADULT USE. KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN. IT IS ILLEGAL TO DRIVE A MOTOR VEHICLE 
WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF MARIJUANA. ACTUAL VALUE OF THC AND CBD MAY VARY FROM 
REPORTED VALUE BY 10%. 
NATIONAL POISON CONTROL CENTER 1-800-222-1222

Warning: Use by pregnant or breastfeeding women, or by women 
planning to become pregnant, may result in fetal injury, pre-term 
birth, low birth weight, or developmental problems for the child.

Lansing & Muskegon Only 8/29 through 9/4

Carts & Concentrates Other

Flower

Check Out Our 
In-Store Deal
Element Live Resin Carts

50% O�
Cannabee 1g
Concentrates (Adult 
Use Only)

10/$100
Northcoast Extracts
Carts (Non-Tiered)

6/$100
Northcoast Extracts
Carts (T1)

Grab N’ Grow Clones 
3 Strains Available3/$100 Frandor Only - Limited 3 per person

$5.00
Kushy Punch 100mg 
(All Strains - Medical Only)

2/$25
Kiva Chocolate 
Bars

All CBD Products
25% O� (Frandor Only)

5/$30
Fluresh Gummies 
10X10

$59.00
Pure Options 1/2oz
Deals (Select Strains)

$69.00
1oz Ready to Roll
(All Strains)

$99.00
Pure Options 1oz
Deals (Select Strains)

$25.00
15+ Pure Options 
Strains Pre-Packed 
Eighths

$25.00
Astro Hippie 
Mr. BOG Pre-Packed 
Eighth

$25.00
Astro Hippie 
G Funk Pre-Packed
Eighth

$25.00
Astro Hippie 
Tie Dye Medusa 
Pre-Packed Eighth

10/$75
Pure Options 1g 
Pre-Rolls

$8 each
Pro Gro 1g Pre-Rolls

By DEON GLADNEY 
 Consistency. Quality. Passion. That’s 

what Glorious Cannabis shoots for 
with everything it produces. Located in 
Rochester Hills, the company specializ-
es in flower-infused pre-rolls, never us-
ing any trim or shake.  

Another impressive offering here: they 
hand roll their joints and infuse them 
with ice water Bubble Hash. And, as Eva 

Courtesy photo 

Glorious Cannabis is based out of Rochester Hills.

My ‘Glorious’ weekend 
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in Review:  
Terple Gang

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub. 

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds. 

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too. 

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor. 

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell. 

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.” 

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high. 

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high. 

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%. 

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.” 

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button. 

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output. 

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week. 

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year. 

Here’s a look at a few of them: 
Terple Gang — Bombulan 
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder. 

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed. 

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips. 

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry 
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes. 

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks. 

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too. 

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies 
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes. 

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty. 

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap. 

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com. 

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Glorious Cannabis 

Osipyants of Glorious proudly states, 
their Bubble Hash “is what started it all.”   

But their website is worth visiting 
to get the bigger picture because it’s 
stacked with photos and descriptions 
of various strains, live rosin, pre-rolls 
and merchandise. For their flower, they 
skipped celebrity endorsements and 
partnered with award-winning Kerry 
Arold and his Superior brand. Arold has 

earned a cult-
like following 
thanks to his 
in-depth re-
search, pas-
sion and accu-
racy — all of 
which benefit 
patients, care-
givers and op-
erators. This 
p a r t n e r s h i p 
with Glorious 
introduces ex-
clusive strains 
and consisten-
cy in quality 
and care.   

“We don’t cut corners,” Osipyants 
said. “We stay consistent, and we have 
a kick-ass staff. Without the people, the 
quality would suffer.” 

An August press release introduced 
fresh and innovative products like the 
Tarantula Pre-Rolls, Pure THC Dia-
mond Pre-rolls and Moonrocks. It also 
unveiled seven inviting strains, available 
locally at Pure Options and Jars. The 
Mezcal strain is “the truth,” according to 
the fellas at Dispo (formerly First Class), 
who also host the Glorious brand.  

City Pulse caught up with Pete Truby, 
vice president of marketing at Glorious 
Cannabis, and asked him five burning 
questions. Here’s what he had to say. 

that quality and pride in what we do. 
Can you explain “infused”? Is it extra 

THC?  
Regular flower, in THC, ranges 15-

to-30%, so infused means “giving more 
punch.” Enhancing the flower is the in-
fusion; we also offer non-infused pre-
rolls with the same great quality. 

Superior is your licensing partner; 
how did that come about? 

Easy decision. With Kerry (Arold), he 
truly understands and is committed to 
the caregiver market, and we appreciat-
ed how Superior continues to go above 
and beyond the norm for innovative, 
consistent care. 

In this ever-changing and developing 
industry, what’s next for Glorious Can-
nabis? 

We see Glorious expanding beyond 
Michigan, taking this to different states 
while establishing Glorious as the go-to 
brand for quality flower, pre-rolls and 
all-around great smoke.  

Have any other exciting releases in 
the works? 

Yes! In the fall, we are excited to re-
lease our college-themed pre-rolls- the 
U-of-M “Go Blueberry” and MSU 
“Lemon Haze” strains — while we keep 
serving quality and consistency, loving 
what we do. 

See Lansterdam, Page 17

What made you get into the Cannabis 
Industry? 

Pete Truby: It’s a very interesting 
time with the boom in the cannabis in-
dustry, so we felt the people and prod-
uct quality deserve better. And from 
what we saw, we decided to bring back 

HIGH 5 QUESTIONS:                      
Pete Truby, Glorious Cannabis 
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Lansterdam
from page 16 Open Studio Life Drawing

Interested in developing your figure drawing skills?  
If so, this is an opportunity for you.

FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CONTACT  
Jim McClurken: 517-230-1856  
or jmcclurken@mcclurken.net;  

or Tom Nelson: tom@nelsonfineart.com

Location:  Kresge Art Center, MSU – Rm. 208
When:  Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 9:30 PM.  

Sessions resume Sept. 7, 2022
Participant Fee:  Student  $2  Non-student  $10 

See the MSU website for any requirements related  
to COVID 19.

 Models are nude.  No instruction is provided.

Bring drawing/painting materials.  Chairs, benches, 
drawing boards, and easels are available in the studio.

Super Silver Haze .5G Pre-Roll  

- Genetics: Skunk x Northern Lights 
x Haze   

- Looks: Pre-roll was nice and tightly 
packed 

- First pull taste: Menthol, pine un-
dertones  

- Unique terpenes: Energetic, 
clear-headed Sativa high 

- Note: It had me alert while enjoying 
the Detroit Lions preseason game. The 
defense looks great.  

Simpler Daze Blackberry Moon-
rocks  

- Looks: Classic Swisher Sweet. I sug-
gest Raw Cones 

- First pull taste: All blackberry 
- Unique terpenes: Energetic (sativa) 
- Slow burn, no mess! It's the fourth 

quarter, and the Lions just scored! Man, 
this Tim Boyle guy competes … Lions 
win! Take that, Indianapolis.  

Devil Driver (2) .5G Pre-Roll 

- Genetics: Sundae Driver x Melon-
ade 

- Looks: Pre-roll is nice and tightly 
packed 

- First pull taste: Citrus taste, smooth  
- Unique Terpenes: Soothing and re-

laxing, pain relief, Energy 
- Note: It knocked me out cold … 

sleepytime.com 

4th Review: The Neighbor Smokes 
Simpler Daze Blackberry Moonrocks 

- Consumed in RAW Rolling Papers 
- First Pull Taste: “I like it. Prominent 

blackberry taste.” 
- Unique Terpenes: “Gave me energy. 

I’m going to throw some meat on the 
grill!” 

- I also saved the second pre-roll of 
Super Silver Haze for Monday in re-
membrance of my time with Glorious 
Cannabis. What a Glorious weekend! 

(Deon Gladney is a Lansing na-
tive, Everett grad and a deejay at 96.5 
WQHH in Lansing.)

 THE SMOKE SESSION  
Quick hits with Deon Gladney 
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By BILL CASTANIER 
If you ever met Eddie Farhat (and 

I did), he came across as a mild-man-
nered family man. But when he entered 
the “squared circle” —the wrestling ring 
— he switched on his persona as the 
Sheik, one of professional wrestling’s 
truly bad guys. During his nearly 50-
year career, which began 
after World War II, he 
brought blood, mayhem 
and ghastly entertain-
ment to the sport as both 
a feared wrestler and a 
savvy promoter. 

In his new book, 
“Blood and Fire: The 
Unbelievable Real-Life 
Story of Wrestling’s 
Original Sheik,” noted 
wrestling writer Brian R. 
Solomon tells the amaz-
ing story of one of wres-
tling’s original “heels,” 
which was the industry’s 
catchphrase for villains 
of the ring. Farhat, born 
in Lansing in 1926 and 
raised here, died at 77 in 
Williamston in 2003. 

The Sheik’s feats in 
the ring came when wrestling transi-
tioned from fraternal halls to the na-
tional stage via television. It added a 
whole new dynamic to wrestling. Most 
television stations, hungry for content, 
held weekly matches in their studios 
that might draw 30 to 40 people. 

“They basically served as infomer-
cials for upcoming matches, and since 
only one camera was used, the audience 

looked huge,” Solomon said, describing 
another trick of the trade. 

Farhat began his career in Lansing in 
1947 after returning from the service, 
where he wrestled on Army teams. 

“He wrestled using his own name, but 
it wasn’t long before he transitioned to 
the Sheik, posing as an exotic oil baron 

from the Middle 
East despite be-
ing Catholic,” of 
Lebanese descent, 
Solomon said. 

Solomon said 
Farhat was sel-
dom out of char-
acter in his role 
as the Sheik. If 
phone callers who 
reached him at 
home asked for 
Eddie, Ed or Mr. 
Farhat, he hung 
up on them. 

“He entered 
the ring in flow-
ing robes, wear-
ing pointy-toed 
boots and either 
a turban or later 
a keffiyeh, and he 

would lay down a prayer rug and pray to 
Allah,” he said. 

Solomon details how as his “kayfabe” 
or his “shtick” developed, the Sheik 
would use flash paper which he lit with 
a flint hidden in his trunks to throw 
fiery orbs at his opponents. The Sheik 
perfected the art of cutting his forehead 
to bleed profusely during matches, and 
many photographs of him wrestling 
show a bloodied face and chest. He used 
the cutting technique so much that he 
developed obvious scar tissue on his 
forehead. 

“He never broke kayfabe or the code 
of wrestling which protected a wrestler’s 

tricks,” Solomon said. The derivation of 
the word is nebulous, according to Sol-
omon, but it is be-
lieved it was handed 
down from circus 
carneys who pro-
tected their routines 
from outsiders. 

During his ca-
reer, Farhat lived in 
Lansing and later 
Williamston on a 
grand estate, today 
a bed and breakfast. 
At one time, he also 
owned a restaurant 
in Williamston. 

The wrestling business as we know 
it today, in the Vince McMahon era of 
arena wrestling, is quite different from 
the 1950s and ’60s, when a community 
could see numerous matches monthly at 
civic centers. 

“In some ways, the regional wrestling 
model was more successful than the one 
or two major matches you see today,” 
Solomon said. 

Solomon also showcases how wres-
tlers were best friends behind the scenes 
and out of the public eye of both villains 
and “babyfaces,” or good guys. This 
was especially the case with Farhat and 
babyfaced “Leaping” Larry Chene, who 
had some epic matches. While wrestling 
in Texas early in their careers, the Chene 
and Farhat families shared an apart-
ment.  

“Chene was absolutely the hottest big 
guy,” Solomon said. 

In the 1960s, Farhat bought a Detroit 
promotional company, Big Time Wres-
tling, and had big plans to have himself 
and Chene become the centerpieces. But 
Chene died in an auto accident driving 
home from a match. 

The book details how Farhat instead 
enlisted Bobo Brazil, a popular African 

American wrestler, to serve as his baby-
face. Despite wrestling scores of times 

against each other, 
the two became best 
friends.  

Despite having a 
successful career as 
a wrestler and pro-
moter, Farhat filed 
for bankruptcy twice 
and sold his beloved 
Williamston home, 
where he and his 
spouse, Eva, raised 
two boys. 

“At the height of 
his career, Farhat de-

clared income of $400,000,” Solomon 
said. 

Solomon surmises that part of the 
problem was after the 1967 riot, people 
quit coming to downtown Detroit to 
watch events at Cobo and Olympia Sta-
dium, adding to the demise of wrestling. 

“Farhat probably put more people in 
seats at Cobo Hall than any of the other 
events that were held there,” he said. 

Solomon, a certified teacher, has 
spent much of his career writing for var-
ious wrestling publications and WWE. 

He said he began writing about wres-
tling for his high school and college 
newspaper and recalls his grandfather 
taking him to Madison Square Garden 
to watch wrestling when he was a teen-
ager. 

“He was a prize fighter and a coach, 
and I think he wanted me to see how 
fake it was. I became a fan,” he said. 

In his book, Solomon uses a fantas-
tic photograph to illustrate how big the 
Sheik and wrestling were at one time. 
The photo shows a marquee featuring 
the Sheik versus Dick the Bruiser, Elvis, 
Marvin Gaye and Evel Knievel. 

“The Sheik and the Bruiser got top 
billing,’ Solomon said. 

Brian R. Solomon
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The rise and fall of Lansing wrestling legend ‘the Sheik’ 
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 “’Eh-Oh!”--two letters 
not just for the 
Teletubbies. 
by Matt Jones 
Across 
1. Quicker way to “count by” 
5. LBJ’s veep 
8. Most proficient 
14. “Are you kidding?” 
15. “All applicants 
welcome” letters 
16. “___ King” (Burger 
King spoof in a 2000 
“Flintstones” movie) 
17. *Current Maori-
language name for New 
Zealand 
19. *North African curvy-
horned wild sheep that 
was released in Texas in 
the 1950s 
20. Cul-de-___ 
21. Egyptian Christians 
23. Ghana’s neighbor 
24. Alternative to a 
business meeting,            
so to speak 
26. Storefront coverings 
29. *Series of heart 
structures that lead 
to the neck and head 
arteries 
32. Fawns’ mothers 
33. Iron Maiden song 
that’s also an instruction 
for some card games 
37. Strand in a lab 
38. *New York Times 
film critic whose Twitter 
name is still “32 across” 
six years after his 
name appeared in the 
crossword 
41. “There’s ___ in 
‘team”’ 
42. Grueling workplace 
44. “Konvicted” hip-hop 
artist 
45. *Tagline that 
distinguishes a concert 
or convention from a full-
weekend affair 
49. Hargitay of “Law & 
Order: SVU” 
52. “Like a Rock” singer 
Bob 
53. Hebrew phrase 

meaning “to the skies” 
54. Musician/producer Ty 
___ $ign 
56. Indie singer DiFranco 
59. *Honshu city deemed 
one of the world’s snowiest 
major cities (averaging 26 
feet per year) 
62. *Items containing 
free trial software, 
dubbed “history’s 
greatest junk mail” by a 
Vox article 
64. Actress Charlize who 
guested on “The Orville” 
65. 37-Across counterpart 
66. Unkind 
67. “MMMBop” band 
of 1997 
68. Pvt.’s boss 
69. “Animal House” 
group, for short 

Down 
1. “___ the night before 
Christmas ...” 
2. “Easy there!” 
3. Quaker boxful, maybe 
4. Sault ___ Marie, 
Ontario 

5. Valiant 
6. Overblown publicity 
7. Use a microwave on 
8. “Defending liberty, 
pursuing justice” org. 
9. ___-country (Florida 
Georgia Line genre) 
10. Ill-mannered 
11. ___ a good note 
12. Amos Alonzo ___, 
coach in the College 
Football Hall of Fame 
13. Hullabaloos 
18. Berry that makes a 
purple smoothie 
22. Anarchist defendant 
with Vanzetti 
25. Chain members 
(abbr.) 
27. Perk up, as an 
appetite 
28. Home in the sticks? 
29. Throws in 
30. “Game of Thrones” 
actress Chaplin 
31. Competed with 
chariots 
34. Back end of some 
pens 

35. “Keep talking” 
36. Vaguely suggest 
38. “To Venus and Back” 
singer Tori 
39. “Old MacDonald” 
noise 
40. Sam with 82 PGA 
Tour wins 
43. Clothes experts 
44. 1600 Pennsylvania 
___ (D.C. address) 
46. Covering the same 
distance 
47. Chew out 
48. Edwardian expletive 
49. County north of 
Dublin 
50. Word on Hawaiian 
license plates 
51. Soup that may include 
chashu or ajitama 
55. Rowboat rowers 
57. March Madness org. 
58. Ceases to be 
60. “Winnie-the-Pooh” 
marsupial 
61. Quaint motel 
63. Global currency org. 

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 21

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

SUDOKU     Advanced

TO PLAY

Fill in the grid so that 
every row, column, and 
outlined 3-by-3 box 
contains the numbers 1 
through 9 exactly once. 
No guessing is required. 
The solution is unique. 

Answers on page 21

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny      Aug 31 - Sept 6, 2022

ARIES (March 21-April 19): In his poem 
“AutobiographiaLiteraria,” Aries-born Frank 
O’Hara wrote, “When I was a child, I played in a 
corner of the schoolyard all alone. If anyone was 
looking for me, I hid behind a tree and cried out, 
‘I am an orphan.’” Over the years, though, O’Hara 
underwent a marvelous transformation. This is 
how his poem ends: “And here I am, the center 
of all beauty! Writing these poems! Imagine!” In 
the coming months, Aries, I suspect that you, too, 
will have the potency to outgrow and transcend 
a sadness or awkwardness from your own past. 
The shadow of an old source of suffering may not 
disappear completely, but I bet it will lose much of 
its power to diminish you.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): In his poem 
“Auguries of Innocence,” William Blake (1757–
1827) championed the ability “to see a World in a 
Grain of Sand. And a Heaven in a Wild Flower. Hold 
Infinity in the palm of your hand.” According to my 
reading of the astrological omens, Taurus, you 
are primed to do just that in the coming days. You 
have the power to discern the sacred in the midst 
of mundane events. The magic and mystery of life 
will shine from every little thing you encounter. SoI 
will love it if you deliver the following message to 
a person you care for: “Now I see that the beauty 
I had not been able to find in the world is in you.”

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): “The time you enjoy 
wasting is not wasted time,” said philosopher 
Bertrand Russell. I will add that the time you enjoy 
wasting is often essential to your well-being. For 
the sake of your sanity and health, you periodically 
need to temporarily shed your ambitions and 
avoid as many of your responsibilities as you 
safely can. During these interludes of refreshing 
emptiness, you recharge your precious life 
energy. You become like a fallow field allowing 
fertile nutrients to regenerate. In my astrological 
opinion, now is one of these revitalizing phases 
for you.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): “My own curiosity 
and interest are insatiable,” wrote Cancerian 
author Emma Lazarus (1849–1887). Inspired 
by the wealth of influences she absorbed, she 
created an array of poetry, plays, novels, essays, 
and translations—including the famous poem 
that graces the pedestal of America’s Statue of 
Liberty. I recommend her as a role model for you 
in the coming weeks, Cancerian. I think you’re ripe 
for an expansion and deepening of your curiosity. 
You will benefit from cultivating an enthusiastic 
quest for new information and fresh influences. 
Here’s a mantra for you: “I am wildly innocent as I 
vivify my soul’s education.”

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Blogger Scott Williams 
writes, “There are two kinds of magic. One comes 
from the heroic leap, the upward surge of energy, 
the explosive arc that burns bright across the 
sky. The other kind is the slow accretion of effort: 
the water-on-stone method, the soft root of the 
plant that splits the sidewalk, the constant wind 
that scours the mountain clean.” Can you guess 
which type of magic will be your specialty in the 
coming weeks, Leo? It will be the laborious, slow 
accretion of effort. And that is precisely what will 
work best for the tasks that are most important 
for you to accomplish.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): “Now that I’m free 
to be myself, who am I?” Virgo-born Mary Oliver 
asks that question to start one of her poems. 
She spends the rest of the poem speculating 
on possible answers. At the end, she concludes 
she mostly longs to be an “empty, waiting, pure, 
speechless receptacle.” Such a state of being 
might work well for a poet with lots of time on 
her hands, but I don’t recommend it for you in the 
coming weeks. Instead, I hope you’ll be profuse, 
active, busy, experimental, and expressive. That’s 
the best way to celebrate the fact that you are 
now freer to be yourself than you have been in 
a while.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In her book Tales 
FromEarthsea, Libra-born Ursula K. Le Guin 

wrote, “What goes too long unchanged destroys 
itself. The forest is forever because it dies and 
dies and so lives.” I trust you’re embodying those 
truths right now. You’re in a phase of your cycle 
when you can’t afford to remain unchanged. You 
need to enthusiastically and purposefully engage 
in dissolutions that will prepare the way for your 
rebirth in the weeks after your birthday. The 
process might sometimes feel strenuous, but it 
should ultimately be great fun.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): As a Scorpio, 
novelist Fyodor Dostoyevsky was rarely 
guilty of oversimplification. Like any intelligent 
person, he could hold contradictory ideas in 
his mind without feeling compelled to seek 
more superficial truths. He wrote, “The causes 
of human actions are usually immeasurably 
more complex and varied than our subsequent 
explanations of them.” I hope you will draw 
inspiration from his example in the coming 
weeks, dear Scorpio. I trust you will resist the 
temptation to reduce colorful mysteries to 
straightforward explanations. There will always 
be at least three sides to every story. I invite you 
to relish glorious paradoxes and fertile enigmas.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Author Zadie 
Smith praised Sagittarian writer Joan Didion. 
She says, “I remain grateful for the day I picked 
up Joan Didion’s Slouching Towards Bethlehem 
and realized that a woman could speak without 
hedging her bets, without hemming and hawing, 
without making nice, without sounding pleasant 
or sweet, without deference, and even without 
doubt.” I encourage Sagittarians of every gender 
to be inspired by Didion in the coming weeks. It’s a 
favorable time to claim more of the authority you 
have earned. Speak your kaleidoscopicwisdom 
without apology or dilution. More fiercely than 
ever before, embody your high ideals and show 
how well they work in the rhythms of daily life.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Capricorn 
novelist Marcia Douglas writes books about 
the history of her people in Jamaica. In one 
passage, she writes, “My grandmother used 
to tell stories about women that change into 
birds and lizards. One day, a church-going man 
dared to laugh at her; he said it was too much 
for him to swallow. My grandmother looked at 
him and said, ‘I bet you believe Jesus turned 
water into wine.’” My purpose in telling you this, 
Capricorn, is to encourage you to nurture and 
celebrate your own fantastic tales. Life isn’t all 
about reasonableness and pragmatism. You 
need myth and magic to thrive. You require the 
gifts of imagination and art and lyrical flights of 
fancy. This is especially true now. To paraphrase 
David Byrne, now is a perfect time to refrain 
from making too much sense.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): To be the best 
Aquarius you can be in the coming weeks, I 
suggest the following: 1. Zig when others zag. 
Zag when others zig. 2. Play with the fantasy that 
you’re an extraterrestrial who’s engaged in an 
experiment on planet Earth. 3. Be a hopeful cynic 
and a cheerful skeptic. 4. Do things that inspire 
people to tell you, “Just when I thought I had you 
figured out, you do something unexpected to 
confound me.” 5. Just for fun, walk backward 
every now and then. 6. Fall in love with everything 
and everyone: a D-List celebrity, an oak tree, a 
neon sign, a feral cat.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): A blogger who 
calls herself HellFresh writes, “Open and raw 
communication with your partners and allies 
may be uncomfortable and feel awkward and 
vulnerable, but it solves so many problems that 
can’t be solved any other way.” Having spent 
years studying the demanding arts of intimate 
relationship, I agree with her. She adds, “The 
idea that was sold to us is ‘love is effortless and 
you should communicate telepathically with your 
partner.’ That’s false.” I propose, Pisces, that you 
fortify yourself with these truths as you enter 
the Reinvent Your Relationships Phase of your 
astrological cycle.
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The Avenue
2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

Throne, Nixil, Mammon, Room 101

Fri., September 2, 9 p.m.

B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing

Liv Conaty

Thurs., September 1, 7:30-10:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids

DJ E-Nyce

Thurs., September 1, 7-10 p.m.

Dean Madonia

Fri., September 2, 7-10 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Co.
518 E. Shiawassee, Lansing

The Corzo Effect

Sat., September 3, 7-10 p.m.

Urban Beat
11213 Turner, Lansing

Dave Mingus

Thurs., September 1, 5-8 p.m.

Time2Play

Fri., September 2, 8-11 p.m.

Live & Local

Throne, Nixil, Mammon, Room 101

Since 1975, the Ten Pound Fiddle 
concert series has been responsible 
for bringing some of the best-known 
names in folk to East Lansing — and 
the newly announced schedule proves 
that’s still true.  

Set to perform are Joel Mabus (Oct. 
7), Kitty Donohoe (Oct. 14), Stella! and 
The Lesser Halves (Oct. 21) and May 
Erlewine (Oct. 28), to name a few. An-
other standout gig is the Nov. 12 re-
union set from Nervous But Excited at 
the Women in the Arts Festival. And, for 
those looking to cut a rug, the first con-
tra dance is set for Sept. 17.  

While the 
first event 
doesn’t hap-
pen until Sept. 
16,  tickets 
are available 
now at ten-
poundf iddle.
org, along with 
the full sched-
ule. Here is 
the Septem-
ber batch of 
shows.  

The Oakland, California-based 
Evie Ladin & Keith 
Terry is kicking 
off the Fiddle’s 
season. The pair 
are groundbreak-
ing musicians and 
dancers who un-
leash revamped 
original folk songs 
and profound in-
terpretations of 
old songs with the 
dynamic excite-

ment of percussive dance. Ladin, a 
prolific songwriter, brings the poly-
rhythmic heat with her clawhammer 
banjo that’s been heard from “A Prai-
rie Home Companion” to the Lincoln 
Center. Meanwhile, Terry is a brilliant 

percussionist. A dynamic duo.  

Coming straight 
out of Scotland, the 
Old Blind Dogs 
have churned out 
edgy roots-revival 
songs since 1992. 
According to the 
LA Times, the “Old 
Blind Dogs bring 
freshness and col-
or to acoustic music 
steeped in centuries of Scottish folklore 
and history.” Meanwhile, Acoustic Guitar 

Magazine praises the group for 
mastering “the tricky art of inno-
vating within a musical tradition 
while faithfully revealing its es-
sence.” After 13 albums, the out-
fit is one of Scotland’s most high-
ly praised traditional folk bands. 

Described by Richmond Mag-
azine as the lovechild of Joni 
Mitchell and Richie Havens, 
with Rodney Dangerfield acting 
as the midwife, Vance Gilbert 
defies stereotypes. “I’m Black, I 

sing, I play an acous-
tic guitar, and I don’t 
play the blues,” Gilbert 
said. With 13 LPs un-
der his belt, his resume 
has been impressive 
since his start in the 
early 1990s.  Over the 
years, he’s toured the 
world and shared bills 
with Aretha Franklin, 
Shawn Colvin, Arlo 
Guthrie, the Milk Carton Kids, Anita 
Baker and many more. Interesting fact: 
He opened over 150 shows for the late 
comedy legend George Carlin. Now, he 
brings an intimate set to the Ten Pound 
Fiddle. 
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA!

How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.
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How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.
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Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 

Vance Gilbert performs on Sept. 30 as a part of 
the newly announced Ten Pound Fiddle season.

Evie Ladin & 
Keith Terry 
Friday, Sept. 16 
7:30 pm 
University United 
Methodist Church  
1120 S. Harrison, East 
Lansing 
$20, $18 Fiddle 
members, $5 
Students  

Old Blind Dogs 
Friday, Sept. 23 
7:30 pm 
University United 
Methodist Church  
1120 S. Harrison, East 
Lansing 
$20, $18 Fiddle 
members, $5 
Students  

Vance Gilbert 
Friday, Sept. 30 
7:30 pm 
University United 
Methodist Church  
1120 S. Harrison, 
East Lansing 
$20, $18 Fiddle 
members, $5 
Students  

Courtesy photo

Evie Ladin & Keith Terry
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Sunday, September 4 
East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.  

Introduction to “A Course in 
Abundance”  - 9 Week Workshop - 9:30-10:15 
a.m. Unity Spiritual Center of Lansing, 2395 S. 
Washington, Lansing. unitylansing.org.  

Sunday School for Witches - workshop 
series. 3-4:30 p.m. Keys To Manifestation, 809 
Center St. #7A, Lansing. manifestlansing.com.  

Monday, September 5 
50 over Fitness - Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group  9-10 a.m. Central 
Park Pavilion, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos.            
517-853-4600. meridian50plus.com.  

Karaoke - 9 p.m.-1 a.m. The Avenue Cafe, 2021 
E Michigan, Lansing. avenuecafelansing.com.  

Tuesday, September 6 
Board Game Meet Up - ages 18 & up. 
6:30 - 10:30 p.m. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Spare Time 
Bowling Alley, 3101 E Grand River, Lansing.  

Parent Happy Hour - Storytime for kids 
and wine flight specials for parents. 5-7 p.m. 
Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 

Preschool Family Storytime – Ages 1-6 with 
their young siblings, parents or caregivers. 
11-11:30 a.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
gladl.org 

Preschool Storytime at CADL Mason 
Library - Enjoy songs, rhymes, and stories. 
Ages 3-6.  10:30-11 a.m. CADL Mason 
Library, 145 W. Ash St., Mason. business.
masonchamber.org.  

Sporcle Live! Trivia - Are you a trivia 
buff? Two games starting at 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 
Crunchy’s, 254 W Grand River Ave, East 
Lansing. 517-351-2506. crunchyseastlansing.com. 
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022 
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

 
Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 9 a.m. Monday 

for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, August 31 
50 over Fitness - Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group.  9-10 a.m. Central 
Park Pavilion, 5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos. 517-
853-4600. meridian50plus.com.  

Allen Farmers Market - Corner Shepard/
Kalamazoo. 2:30-7 p.m. Allen Market Place, 
1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing.  

Brown Bag Books - August 1-31.  Mystery, 
comedy, adventure and the chance to win 
prizes. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge.  gladl.org 

Concert in the Park - Matt King. 7-9 p.m. 
William E. Tennant Performance Shell, 801 W 
Park St, St. Johns. clintoncountyarts.org.  

Laingsburg Community Singers needed 
- Laingsburg United Methodist Church, 210 N 
Crum St , Laingsburg.  

LEGO Building Challenge! -  Bring your 
creation to the library by August 31. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org  

Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh 
tradition - Weekly practice 7-9 p.m. Van 
Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK Jr Blvd., Lansing. 
lamc.info.  

Meridian Farmers’ Market - 3-7 p.m. 1995 
Central Park Dr., Okemos.  

Meridian Township Summer Concert 
Series - 6-8:30 p.m. 1995 Central Park Dr., 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us.  

Pagan Community Night - online or 
in-person 6-8 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 
809 Center Street, Suite 7A, Lansing. 
weaversoftheweb.org.  

Wine Wednesday - Wine & cheese tasting 
6 p.m.  Wine & chocolate tasting 8:30 p.m.  
Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing.         
517-721-1330.  

Thursday, September 1 
Back to School Bash - Join us for a free 
concert with Global Village, giveaways, 
resource tables, food trucks and more. 
6-8:30 p.m. Benjamin Davis Park, 5500 
Pleasant Grove Rd., Lansing.  

Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. James 

Couzens Memorial Park, 13753 Main St, Bath. 
shopbfm.org.  

Citizens for Prison Reform Coffee & 
Conversation - 11 a.m.-12 p.m. The Fledge, 
1300 Eureka St, Lansing. micpr.org.  

Dimondale Farmers’ Market - 3-7 p.m. 
136 N Bridge St, Dimondale.  

Essays on Invisibility by Paloma 
Nunez-Regueiro - Sept. 1-Oct. 22.  Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S 
Washington Square Suite 100, Lansing.                   
lansingartgallery.org.  

Meet Your Campus Art Museum - Welcome 
back, students! 1-4 p.m. Eli and Edythe Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East Lansing.  

PeaceQuest Greater Lansing 2022 - 
community-wide celebration to celebrate 
the United Nations International Day.  Events 
schedule at peacequestgreaterlansing.org.  

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches! 5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center St. #7, Lansing.  
manifestlansing.com.  

Trivia - 9-11 p.m. The Avenue Cafe, 2021 E 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. avenuecafelansing.com.  

Friday, September 2 
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus 
Stretch and Flex Exercise group.  9-10 a.m. 
Central Park Pavilion, 5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos. 
517-853-4600. meridian50plus.com.  

Cruise In - 5-8 p.m. Holt Farmers’ Market, 
2150 Cedar St, Holt. delhitownship.com.  

Lansing 2600 Meeting - a monthly 
gathering of local hackers, phreaks, nerds,  
geeks, sympathizers, and others of various 
labelability.   6-8 p.m. The Fledge, 1300 Eureka 
St, Lansing. 517-230-7679.  

Massage Techniques for Relaxation - 
4-week class. 12-4 p.m. LCC, 515 Washington 
Sq. Rm. 108, Lansing. lcc.edu.  

Meet Your Campus Art Museum - 
Welcome back, students! 1-4 p.m. Eli and 
Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, 
East Lansing. 517-884-4800.  

Storytime at Rayner Park - Ages up to 
6. 10:30-11 a.m. Rayner Park, 738 E. Ash St., 
Mason. business.masonchamber.org.  

TGIF Dinner & Dance Party - 7-11:59 
p.m. Hawk Hollow, 15101 Chandler Rd. Bath.              
734-604-5095. tgifdance.com.  

Tourist In Our Town - Williamston. Visit and 
see what makes us special.  Unique shops, 
antiques,  5-8 p.m. Downtown Williamston, 102 
S. Putnam, Williamston.   

Saturday, September 3 
Family Day: Power of Story - 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum, 
547 E Circle Dr, East Lansing. 517-884-4800. 
broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Tourist In Our Town - Williamston. Visit and 
see what makes us special.  Unique shops, 
antiques, 12-6 p.m. Downtown Williamston, 102 
S. Putnam, Williamston.   

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 19

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 19

 Michigan Chicken Wing Festival  
Adado Riverfront Park 

201 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing 
Saturday, Sept. 3-Sunday, Sept. 4 

$5-$55 
2-9 p.m. 

michiganchickenwingfestival.com 
 This weekend, the Michigan Chicken Wing Festival returns with an impres-

sive variety of wings, live music, pro wrestling, spirits, craft vendors and more. According to its website, “This festival is 
not about how many wing vendors participate; it’s more about the different flavors of wings you can buy at the festival.” 

 For the wing-munching pros, a chicken-wing eating contest will crown one lucky winner as the Michigan Chicken Wing 
Festival king or queen. And for those looking for an enhanced experience, VIP beverage tent tickets are available. 

 Worth noting: wing samples are available at select vendors only — food vendors will have wings for purchase (not 
giving them out). There is a limited number of advance Wing Sampling tickets, which “guarantees you wings.” Another pro 
tip: since no seating is provided, attendees should bring lawn chairs, bean bags or blankets. 

 Aside from tasty food and drinks, the festival also serves as a fundraiser for the event organizer, Against All Odds, a 
501(c)3 non-profit “serving the underserved community of Ingham County, cancer patients and survivors with their immi-
nent needs.” A portion of the proceeds benefits the foundation.  
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See Flash, Page 35  

FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”
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Try ourTry our
Fish, Burgers & SteakFish, Burgers & Steak
Fresh off the Grill!Fresh off the Grill!

By ARI LEVAUX 
My children have an arrangement 

with an area farmer. After the weekly 
farmers market, he supplies them with 
surplus produce, which they sell at a 
roadside stand in front of our house. 
They split the proceeds 50/50. 

What’s in it for me, you ask?
One of the things that’s nice about 

having a farmstand at the end of your 
driveway is that you will never run out 
of onions. And then there is the slippage 
– produce that we have to pull if it gets 
a little soft, even though it’s totally edi-
ble. Each night, I’ll go through the un-
sold tomatoes and cull the ones that are 

A fresh, summertime pasta salad
Making basil carbonara

too soft. I’ve been using these extra-ripe 
balls of flavor in a particular pasta dish 
that comes together amazingly quickly, 
especially given how from scratch it is.

For this and many other dishes, a pas-
ta basket is very helpful. It’s essentially a 
perforated pot that slides inside a larger, 
non-perforated pot, allowing you to cook 
and remove things from boiling water 
without pouring it through a colander 
each time. I use my pasta boiler in many 
ways, some of which have nothing to do 
with pasta (when making soup stock, for 
example, but that’s a different story).

Today, it’s about the marinara — that’s 
also a carbonara. And then I smother it 
with fresh basil. In the end, it’s a fresh, 
summertime basil pasta salad that comes 
together as fast as you can chop and stir. 

Soft tomato sauce
This sauce is as fresh as your ingre-

dients. And this time of year, freshness 
has no limit. The tomatoes should be 
the ripest, soft and heavy enough to al-
most split their skins. 

Serves 2
1 pound of tomatoes, either culled 

from your personal farmstand or other-
wise acquired, cores removed

1/2 pound of semolina pasta, dried in 
cold air

1/2 pound cured pork belly, such as ba-
con or pancetta. Bacon ends, which can 
easily be chopped into cubes, are ideal.

1/4 cup olive oil
1 medium onion, minced
1 carrot, sliced thinly. Optional, but 

an excellent addition that adds earthy 
sweetness

Leaves from several sprigs of fresh 
thyme

2 cloves of garlic, minced
1/2 cup of wine
Salt and pepper
1/2 cup grated Pecorino Romano or 

Parmesan cheese
2 (or more) cups of fresh basil 

Heat enough 
water in a pot 
to cover the bot-
tom of the pasta 
insert by a few 
inches. Add a ta-
blespoon of salt 
to the water. Turn 
the flame to high. 
While the water 
heats, chop the 
cured pork belly. 
It’s easier to do 
this cutting if the 
meat is partly fro-
zen. Fry the pork 
on medium, occa-
sionally stirring, until brown and crispy 
all around.

When the water in the pasta pot reach-
es a boil, add the cored tomatoes. As they 
simmer for about five minutes, prepare a 
bowl with cold water, ideally with a few 
ice cubes floating in it. When it’s time, re-
move the pasta cooker and roll the toma-
toes into the ice bath. Remove the toma-

toes from the water when they are cool 
enough to handle. Slip off the wrinkled 
skins and put the tomatoes in a bowl.

There should be a decent amount of 
grease in the pan from the pork. If not, 
or if you aren’t using pork, add 2-4 ta-
blespoons of olive oil, so the pan is plen-
ty greasy. Add the minced onions to the 
browned pork pieces, with the heat still 
on medium and cook until the onions 
become translucent. Add the carrots, 
thyme, half of the garlic and the wine. 
Season with salt and pepper, and let the 
sauce sizzle for a few minutes. Add the 
tomatoes, mash them with a fork and 
stir them together to simmer.

Turn the heat under the pasta boiler, 
bring it back to boiling, add the dried 

pasta and 
cook for the 
required time. 
Drain the pas-
ta and toss it 
with a shot of 
olive oil and 
the remaining 
garlic.

Add the 
pasta and stir 
when the to-
matoes have 
melted into 
the sauce, 
and it’s sim-
mering nice-
ly. Throw on 

some cheese and allow it to cook down. 
If the pan is drying out, dip a cup into 
the noodle and tomato cooking water 
and pour it into the pasta.

Simmer for about five minutes. Then 
turn off the heat and allow it to cool. 
When still warm but not hot, toss in the 
basil leaves and serve.

Courtesy photo

Before you start your basil carbonara recipe, 
select the proper tomatoes. 
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4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION
EFFECTIVE

MEDIATION

Established 1976

Restoring old instruments for 45 years - WhiteBrosMusic.com

WHAT IS YOUR OLD INSTRUMENT WORTH?!?
Call for a free evaluation -

Open:  M-Th. 12 - 7,   Fri. 12 - 6,   Sat. 12 - 4

Call 517-903-6040  13630 Main St., Bath MI 48808

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style classics 
and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got the 
classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, like 
frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

AppeAppetizerstizers WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? 
CALL 517-999-5064

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

THE   PULSIFIEDS
BACKPAGE CLASSIFIEDS

Accident Fund Insurance Company 
of America in Lansing, MI is seeking 
a IT Data Engineer III responsible for 
designing, developing and supporting 
end-to-end data ecosystem, supporting 
the company’s data driven software 
capabilities throughout the organization. 
Teleworking is acceptable within 
reasonable commuting distance of the 
Lansing, MI office. Send resume to 
Tamie Nolan, 200 North Grand Avenue, 
Lansing, MI 48901 or via email at 
tamie.nolan@emergentholdingsinc.com 
and reference job title and location.

The Light House Chapel
1501 Windsor St., Lansing, MI 48906. 

Service 11:00 a.m. Sundays
Metaphysical, Open & Affirming Holistic 
Healing. Rental space available for all 

occasions. 517-712-2622.

JANITORS NEEDED - $14/hour, 2-3 
hours per night, Mon.-Fri. (Friday night 
cleaning  can be done over the weekend).  
Must have own transportation. Excellent 
secondary income. Call 517-321-3303.

Delivery Driver
Looking for some extra income? 
City Pulse has an opening for a  
Newspaper Delivery Driver for 
Wednesday mornings. For details, 
call Suzi Smith at 517-999-6704 or 
email: suzi@lansingcitypulse.com.
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com
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SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

By CHELSEA LAKE ROBERTS  
 The Deluxe Poke Bowl at Aloha 

Cookin’ is a filling fish dish overflowing 
with flavors. On an otherwise meat-
heavy menu, this poke is a proper pes-
catarian preparation primed for you to 
dive into its oceanic glory.  

Unlike some restau-
rants, this fish/veggie 
option is not an after-
thought. For me, this 
core dish holds its own 
against their beef and 
pork barbeque classics. 

I’ve been eating at 
Aloha Cookin’ regularly 
since it opened last fall, 
and the Deluxe Poke 
bowl is consistently fresh 
and tasty. The meal is 
$17.95 and comes with 
soup, making for a lovely 
weeknight dinner. Even 
in a takeout contain-
er, the plating instantly 
captures your sense of 
sight with colorful shades 
of pink, green and orange. It could be 
snowing outside (and it will be soon), 
but these bright colors would brighten 
your day. I like to eat poke in the sum-
mer, but I need to eat poke in the winter.  

If you don’t know, poke (pronounced 
like “okay”) is a raw fish dish native to 
Hawaii. Aloha’s Deluxe Poke Bowl in-
cludes raw tuna, raw salmon, avocado, 
seaweed salad, greens, crab sticks, eda-
mame, roasted seaweed, sesame seeds 
and masago served on rice. It’s a lot of 
different flavors that all complement 
and elevate each other.  

There are tangy pickled veggies, 
crunchy cucumbers and carrots, creamy 
roe and raw fish resting under a dash 

Aloha Cookin’ 
The Deluxe Poke Bowl 

350 Albert St., East Lansing 
(517) 657-7963 
alohacookin.com 

Chelsea Lake Roberts 

The Deluxe Poke Bowl 

Fantastic, filling fish dish 
The Deluxe Poke Bowl is a protein-rich, seaside dream 

of sesame seeds and green onions. The 
base is white rice. Smooth fish and 
creamy avocados contrast the acidic 
pickled daikon (a giant white radish) 
and earthy red onion.  

It comes with a choice of four sauces: 

Roasted Sesame, Spicy Mayo, Lemon 
Ginger or Gochujang (a popular red chili 
paste). The dish is not spicy, save for the 
choice of sauce. I typically go for the Go-
chujang and the spicy mayo. Spicy mayo, 
while I have you here, should be in your 
fridge. It is a perfect condiment.  

Just when you get to the bottom of the 
Deluxe Poke Bowl, when your chopsticks 
are scraping for those last few bits of 
rice, don’t forget you still have one more 
flavor to enjoy: a soothing side of uma-
mi-packed miso soup sprinkled with a 
few green onions.  

From tangy to crunchy, from spicy to 
earthy, the Deluxe Poke Bowl is a pro-
tein-rich, seaside dream that perfectly 
serves up a slice of Hawaii’s coastal cuisine.  
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OUNCES

EAST LANSING

GET YOUR
GAME DAY GREEN 

$5 + $10 Deals!

GIVEAWAYS + SWAG + PRIZES

REC + MED

#WEGROWGREEN

HOME OF

$69, $79, & $99 

Shop on Thursday, 9/1 and Friday, 9/2, and spend $75, to be 
entered into the raffle. 1 entry per visit. Prizes to be determined.

MIX & MATCHBUNDLE

FRUIT & FUEL

$40 BUNDLE 
8th + Cart + Preroll

SELECT HOUSE BRANDS

100 MG Gummies 
& 1G Prerolls

25 FOR $99

DEALS RUN THRU 9/5
VOTED #1 CANNABIS PROVISIONING

CENTER IN EAST LANSING BY CITY PULSE


