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THE NOVEMBER 8 
GENERAL ELECTION?

ARE YOU READY FOR

Step 1: 
See if your polling location has changed.

Your polling location 
is open 
7 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
local time 
on Election Day.

Visit mi.gov/vote and click on "Your voter information."
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Pay increases for teachers, “right-siz-
ing” and educating students caught up in 
the juvenile justice system are among the 
issues of concern to the candidates for 
the Lansing Board of Education in the 
Nov. 8 General Election. 

Six candidates are seeking three seats 
for full six-year terms: Caitlin Cavanagh, 
Kurt Richardson, Ryan J. Smith, Antho-
ny J. Strevett, Rick Wendorf and Rosa-
lyn Williams. Incumbent Missy Lilje is 
running unopposed for a partial term 
that ends Jan.1, 2024. Neither Williams 
nor Lilje responded to requests for inter-
views. Incumbents Gabrielle Lawrence, 
who is running for the Ingham Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners, and Amy 
Hodgin are not running for reelection. 

Cavanagh was appointed to the board 
earlier this year to fill a vacancy. She, Rich-
ardson, Strevett and Lilje are endorsed by 
the Michigan Education Association. 

The seven candidates seek to oversee a 
school district with a $614 million bud-
get and over 10,000 students. 

In interviews with City Pulse, each 
of the candidates discussed the need to 
increase teacher pay. Salary.com places 
the salary range of teachers in Lansing 
at between $37,000 and $76,000 a 
year. In 2017, Michigan Radio reported 
the average salary of a Michigan teacher 
was $61,978 — that was after a five-year 
decline in average salaries from a 2011 
high of $62,613. That same report saw 
that Michigan teachers did not begin to 
outpace national average teacher salaries 
until they had been in the classroom for 
six years.  

“Of course, we need to pay educators 
more,” said Wendorf, 60, echoing the 
same sentiments of the other candidates. 

Cavanagh, 34, noted that the board is 
preparing to enter into negotiations for 
a new contract with the Lansing Schools 
Education Association, the MEA affiliate 
representing Lansing school educators.  

“Those conversations are going to be 
happening this year,” she said. “That really 
has to be making sure we are prioritizing. 
What I like to call budget right sizing.” 

She said she will focus on data “to un-
derstand where our money is being used 
now, and how it can be better used for 
our needs.” 

New bond dollars, Cavanagh said, will 
also be important in freeing up resourc-

Lansing Board of Education candidates differ on issues 

es to improve buildings while reinvest-
ing in other aspects of the budget. She 
also touted the district’s capacity to grab 
grant dollars that will also free up more 
dollars for educational needs.  

Richardson, 41, Smith, 44, and St-
revett, 26, agreed teacher pay needs to 
increase, but they said they needed to 
spend more time evaluating the budget 
to find that money. 

With a combination of bonds, grants 
and state and federal dollars coming in, 
the funding of the district is shifting. Mak-
ing it more complicated, the state provides 
funding on a per-pupil basis —$9,150 per 
student this academic year, reported Mich-
igan Advance. But if a student migrates 
to a neighboring district under schools of 
choice, those dollars follow them.  

Enrollment has seen a slight bump 
since 2019, according to the Lansing 
State Journal, but students continue to 
choose to attend neighboring districts. 
Among those students are Smith’s two 
kids, who attend an elementary school in 
East Lansing.  

“We thought East Lansing was a better 
fit for our children. It’s really that simple. 
I really liked the Chinese immersion pro-
gram at Post Oak, but I was really con-
cerned whether they would keep it with 
all the budget issues at the time,” Smith 
said. “We were parents first.” 

A study by Stanford University re-
leased earlier this year found Lansing 
students were, on average, 2.2 grades 
below the rest of the nation on standard-
ized testing from 2009 to 2018.  

Superintendent Benjamin Shuldiner 
told Fox 47 at the time, "Let's just take 
it for what it is, which is when you com-
pare Lansing to other districts around 
the state and around the country, they 
are low."  

Adding to this, is the complication of a 
perception of school safety. That’s some-
thing Cavanagh noted has racial under-
tones driving it because minorities make 
up the majority of the district’s student 
population. It’s also driven, a new diver-
sity audit found, by an unequal applica-
tion of school corrective actions for indi-
vidual students.  

Cavanagh, who has a Ph.D. in devel-
opmental psychology, specializes in the 
study of the school-to-prison pipeline. 
She noted that local and national studies 
have consistently found Black and brown 
youth are more likely to face disciplinary 
issues that land them in the juvenile jus-
tice system than white students. 

“That’s a big issue,” said Wendorf, 
a retired educator who taught in the 
Lansing schools. “I have students who 
have gone to prison for murder or oth-
er things. We need to find ways to make 

sure they are engaged.” 
Changing the way education is deliv-

ered in the Lansing s chools is a key cor-
nerstone on which to rebuild the Lansing 
Schools, the candidates agreed.  

“All the building blocks are there to 
create a great district,” said Smith. “It’s 
how we put those together to deliver.” 

That delivery is in part hampered by 
the struggles the district has had in ad-
dressing the needs of special education 
students. Last year, City Pulse reported 
the district was on notice with corrective 
action plans from the Michigan Depart-
ment of Education for failing to provide 
Individual Education Plans (IEPs) for 
special education students.  

“I’ll try to be brutally honest. The Lan-
sing School District has not served its 
special education population well, to put 
it bluntly. For years, there were specific 
things that were not done — and this 
was stuff that was just not acceptable,” 
Shuldiner told the Lansing City Council 
in Aug. 2021, when it was revealed ap-
proximately 9 percent of special educa-
tion students did not have IEPs.  

Strevett, who works for the Ingham 
Intermediate School District assigned to 
Lansing elementary schools providing 
speech assistance for students, said that 
was an important issue to face.  

“We are legally obligated as a district 
to provide services for those students,” 
he said. “I know firsthand how much 
this district is hurting for social workers, 
other speech and language pathologists, 
occupational therapists, special educa-
tion teachers, etc., and that goes back to 
a funding issue.” 

Despite knowing this is an issue, St-
revett stated he “didn’t know” how the 
district was going to find the money to 
pay more of these specialized profession-
als. It’s an issue none of the candidates 
had an immediate answer to, but all ac-
knowledged the personnel issues related 
to special education are self-perpetuat-
ing, causing teachers to burn out and re-
tire or flee to another district with small-
er classes, and more support.  

Wendorf, who taught special edu-
cation early in his career, noted that he 
would spend a great deal of time craft-
ing his curriculum each night to adjust 
to the learning needs of each student in 

See Schools, Page 6

The front yard of Lansing Board of Education candidate Rick Wendorf, who lives on the 
east side. Wendorf also supports GOP gubernatorial candidate Tudor Dixon. 
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Caitlin Cavanagh 
34 
Associate professor/ 
director of under-
graduate studies, 
Michigan State 
University School of 
Criminal Justice  

Appointed to the Lansing Board of Ed-
ucation to fill a vacancy in April 2022.   
Seeking: Six-year term 
Website: caitcav.com 

his class. That was 15 students, with 15 
separate learning strategies each day.  

“I was there after hours, and I was 
there on Sundays preparing my work,” 
he said. “I considered that just part of the 
job. That’s what I was being paid for.” 

All the candidates agreed the district 
needed to find ways to deliver education 
beyond the college preparation route. 
That includes introducing and encourag-
ing students to explore technical and la-
bor related jobs such as electrician, auto-
motive care and computer programming.  

“I’m an example of that,” said Richard-
son, who graduated from the Lansing 
Schools and now makes an income facil-
itating high profile sporting figures tran-
sition out of sports and into other jobs. 
“I graduated with a 1.9 g.p.a. I was not 
the person people would have thought 
would have gone on to two master's de-
grees. But I needed the time to find what 
I wanted and needed.” 

He said part of what dragged his ed-
ucational achievement down was strug-
gling everyday with adult-like problems 
— when would he eat, if he would eat, 
getting enough sleep. “That’s a real issue 
in the school. How can we expect kids to 

Schools
from page 5 Candidates 

for the Lansing 
Board of Education 

Missy Lilje 
Director of 

development 
and education, 
Happendance 
dance school, 
Okemos 

Incumbent 
Lansing Board of Education 
member, elected in 2016. 

Seeking: Partial term ending 
Jan. 1, 2024 

See Schools, Page 7

Kurt Richardson 
41 
Business consultant 
Seeking: Six-year term  

Ryan J. Smith 
44 
Entrepreneur  
Seeking: Six-year 
term  
Website: N/A 

Anthony J. Strevett 
26 
Speech and lan-
guage pathologist, 
Ingham Intermedi-
ate School District 
Seeking: Six-year 
term  
Website: 
strevett.com 

Rick Wendorf  
60 
Retired teacher 
Seeking: Six-year 
term  

Rosalyn Wil-
liams 
Consultant 
Seeking: Six-year 
term  

Photo
unavailable

Photo
unavailable
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learn like that? We can’t.” 
Cavanagh agreed, but she said the 

district is not a panacea for the social is-
sues that bleed into the classroom. “We 
need to serve as a hub to connect parents 
and guardians with community services 
available for them.” 

Nationally, statewide and in local dis-
tricts, school boards are also facing calls 
to restrict or remove certain books from 
school libraries. Most of the titles are 
LGBTQ themed, although some address 
racial oppression. LGBTQ literature has 
been deemed “pornographic” by right-
wing activists, who have flooded state 
school board meetings as well as local 
boards of education accusing schools 
of pushing a “sex and gender agenda,” 
as GOP gubernatorial candidate Tudor 
Dixon claimed in a recent debate with 
her opponent, Democratic Gov. Gretch-
en Whitmer.  

Wendorf has posted on his Facebook 
candidate page that the “agenda” of ed-
ucators has to be stopped. But asked if 
there was a “sex and gender agenda” be-
ing pushed in the Lansing Schools, he 
said there was not. 

Wendorf is a Republican who sup-
ports Dixon, the GOP candidate for gov-

ernor. Dixon has made proposals to cut 
public education funding through other 
tax cuts, but she has not proposed how 
she would backfill that hole. She is also a 
supporter of eliminating a constitutional 
ban on public dollars paying for private 
school education.  

“I know many of the teachers,” he said. 
“There absolutely is not an agenda be-
ing pushed in the Lansing schools, and 
I would tell Tudor that if she asked my 
opinion.” 

Strevett, who attends New Hope 
Church, which views LGBTQ relation-
ships as sinful, said if parents raised 
concerns about books, he would listen to 
those concerns. “The church believes that 

LGBTQ decisions are made against what 
the Bible has written — but we’re loving.” 

“Ultimately, I would listen to what the 
majority of people told us,” he said. 

Strevett’s church also only permits 
men in leadership positions. “I think the 
leadership of the church structure is dif-
ferent than any other sort of institution, 
so with that I don’t see a problem.” Stre-
vett pointed out that as a public school 
speech and language pathologist, he 
works in a field “dominated by women. 
I would be bothered if they were not al-
lowed to fulfill leadership roles.” 

He said there was no reason for there to 
be pornographic books in the school and 
defined pornographic as any book con-

taining an explicit passage involving sexual 
activity. When challenged about the sex 
scene in “Romeo and Juliet” and wheth-
er, based on that definition, he would ban 
‘Romeo and Juliet,’ he said he was unaware 
the Shakespeare play had a sex scene.  

“I would have to look into that more,” 
he said.  

Richardson, Smith and Cavanagh 
were clear: they would not ban books 
from public school libraries.  

“We have an excellent team of librar-
ians, and I trust them to make the right 
decisions,” Cavanagh said.  

— TODD HEYWOOD 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
HOME ARP (American Rescue Plan) Allocation Plan

 

Notice is hereby given that the City of Lansing City Council will hold a public hearing to solicit 
public input on the proposed HOME ARP Allocation Plan for the City of Lansing. The HOME 
ARP Allocation Plan will be included as a substantial amendment to the FY2021 Annual Action 
Plan.  As required by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the 
City of Lansing must amend its FY2021 Annual Action Plan to allow the city to receive the 
HOME ARP funds. The City of Lansing has been awarded $2,784,822 to the needs of Qualify-
ing Populations by creating affordable housing or non-congregate shelter units, providing 
tenant based rental assistance (TBRA) or supportive services to qualifying (homeless, at-risk 
of homelessness, those fleeing domestic violence, etc.) populations.  For additional informa-
tion regarding the HOME ARP Program and Qualifying Populations, please visit https://ww-
w.hudexchange.info/programs/home-arp/ 

The City encourages participation at the public hearing to allow citizens an opportunity to 
provide input on the proposed HOME ARP Allocation Plan and the projected use of the funds.  
A copy of the HOME ARP Allocation Plan can be reviewed on the City of Lansing Development 
Office website at: www.lansingmi.gov/development. Comments received during the 15-day 
public comment period of October 27th through November 14th will be considered prior to final 
submission of the HOME ARP Allocation Plan to the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD).  

The public hearing will be held before City Council on Monday, November 14, 2022, 7:00 p.m. 
at 124 W. Michigan Avenue, 10th floor., City Hall, Lansing, MI 48933.

Further information regarding this issue, please contact Doris Witherspoon, Senior Planner of 
the City of Lansing Department of Economic Development  and Planning Office, 316 North 
Capitol Avenue, Lansing, MI, doris.witherspoon@lansingmi.gov, (517) 483-4063. 

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the 
Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#22-235

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Lansing City Council will hold a public hearing on Monday, November 14, 2022, at 7:00 
p.m. in the Tony Benavides City of Lansing Council Chambers, Tenth Floor, Lansing City Hall, 
124 West Michigan Ave. Lansing, MI 48933, for the purpose stated below:

To afford an opportunity for all residents, taxpayers of the City of Lansing, other interested 
persons and ad valorem taxing units to appear and be heard on the approval of Brownfield 
Plan #83 – Moneyball Brownfield Redevelopment Project pursuant to and in accordance with 
the provisions of the Brownfield Redevelopment Financing Act, Public Act 381 of 1996, as 
amended, for properties commonly referred to as 923 and 927 West Saginaw Street located 
in the City of Lansing, but more particularly described as:

923 W SAGINAW ST (Tax Parcel No. 33-01-01-17-226-262):
LOT 5 WHITES SUB W OF BUTLER REC L 1 P 15

927 W SAGINAW ST (Tax Parcel No. 33-01-01-17-226-271):
LOT 7 WHITES SUB W OF BUTLER REC L 1 P 15

Approval of this Brownfield Plan will enable the Lansing Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
to capture incremental tax increases which result from the redevelopment of the property to 
pay for costs associated therewith. Further information regarding this issue, including maps, 
plats, and a description of the brownfield plan will be available for public inspection and may 
be obtained from Kris Klein, Vice President, Lansing Economic Development Corporation, 230 
N. Washington Sq, Suite. 212, Lansing, MI 48933, (517) 599-1136.

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the 
Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope
  CP#22-242

CITY OF LANSING
PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST

FOR THE TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2022 ELECTION

Notice is hereby given that the public test of the program, which will be used for tabulating 
the results of the Election to be held Tuesday, November 8, 2022 in the City of Lansing, will be 
conducted at the Lansing City Clerk’s Election Unit located at the South Washington Office 
Complex at 2500 South Washington Avenue on Tuesday, November 1, 2022 at 2:00 p.m.

The public accuracy test is conducted to determine that the program used to tabulate the 
results of the election counts the votes in the manner prescribed by law.

ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS
Any registered voter may request an Absent Voter Ballot.  No reason required. 

We must have a signed application to issue an Absent Voter Ballot. Applications are available 
at www.lansingvotes.gov or by calling 517-483-4131.

The Lansing City Clerk’s Office, 124 W. Michigan Ave., 9th Floor, will be open Monday thru 
Thursday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. to issue absentee ballots to qualified electors.

The Lansing City Clerk’s Election Unit, 2500 S. Washington Ave (rear entrance), will be open:
• Weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
• Wednesdays from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Saturday, October 29, 2022 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Saturday, November 5, 2022 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Sunday, November 6, 2022 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

to register voters and to issue absentee ballots to qualified electors.

Monday, November 7, 2022 at 4:00 pm is the deadline to request an absentee ballot except 
for those who register to vote on Election Day. Ballots issued on Monday, November 7, 2022 
must be requested and voted in person at the Lansing City Clerk’s Office or the Lansing City 
Clerk’s Election Unit.

Those registering to vote on Election Day, Tuesday, November 8, 2022 are eligible to receive 
an absent voter ballot at the Lansing City Clerk’s Office or the Lansing City Clerk’s Election 
Unit.

Chris Swope, MMC/MiPMC
Lansing City Clerk 
Phone: 517-483-4131
Email: city.clerk@lansingmi.gov
Website: www.lansingvotes.gov   
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#22-237

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING PLANNING COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearing to be held by the East Lansing 
Planning Commission on Wednesday, November 9, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the East Lansing 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823.

A public hearing will be held to consider Ordinance 1517: A request from 
Woodside Properties, LLC to rezone one 0.292-acre parcel located at 1788 
Woodside Drive (Parcel ID #33-20-02-08-307-004) from B-2 (Retail Sales 
Business District) to RM-32 (City Center Multiple-Family Residential District). 

The public may attend and participate at all meetings in person or electronically.  Please 
contact the Planning and Zoning Administrator or visit the City’s public meeting portal for 
electronic meeting access information:

Peter Menser – Planning and Zoning Administrator
410 Abbot Road

East Lansing, MI 48823
517.319.6861 or pmenser@cityofeastlansing.com

https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ 

For more information on the request please contact Planning and Zoning Administrator Peter 
Menser at the contact info above.  Materials related to the request are available for viewing at 
the Department of Planning, Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm or on the City’s 
website located at www.cityofeastlansing.com/currentapplications.  Written comments may be 
sent prior to the public hearing to the Planning Commission, City of East Lansing, 410 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing, Michigan, 48823, or by email to coelplanningcommission@cityofeastlan-
sing.com.

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as interpret-
ers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the 
meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) calendar 
days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services must contact 
the City Manager’s Office, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 319-6920 (TDD 
Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at nmostel@cityofeastlansing.com. 

This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in compliance with 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

Dated: October 20, 2022 
East Lansing, MI

Jennifer Shuster
City Clerk

CP#22-239
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Lansing Mayor Andy 
Schor was among dig-
nitaries present Tues-
day at the opening of 
the Pop-Up Satellite 
Lansing City Clerk’s Of-
fice at the Foster Com-
munity Center, 200 N. 
Foster Ave. The center 

will provide a one-stop location for voter services for city resi-
dents. At the Foster Center Lab Room 110, Lansing voters will 
be able to register to vote, pick up an absentee ballot, or re-
ceive a replacement ballot for a spoiled or lost absentee ballot. 
The Pop-Up Office is open 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through 
Friday until Nov. 6 and will stop issuing ballots at 4 p.m. Nov. 
7 and be open Election Day, which is Nov. 8,  from 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m. In the photo from left are Nancy Mahlow, a longtime 
leader of the Eastside Neighborhood Organization; City Clerk 
Chris Swope; Deb Biehler of the City Clerk’s Office; Schor; 
Ingham County Clerk Barb Byrum; and Melissa Cole, head 
librarian of the Capital Area District Libraries. 

Ingham County Circuit Judge 
Rosemarie Aquilina told the Lansing 
State Journal she would consider 
serving as Michigan State Univer-
sity’s interim president and would 
put herself forward as a candidate 
for the permanent post. Aquilina, 
who told disgraced former sports doc-
tor Larry Nassar, “I just signed your 
death warrant,” as she sentenced him 
to decades in prison, would succeed 

Samuel Stanley Jr., who announced his resignation Oct. 13. 
“They (survivors) still haven’t had the answers they need or 
the investigation that are needed, and I feel like they need a 
voice,” Aquilina said.

Following a seven-month investigation by the In-
gham County Sheriff’s Office, a former Webberville 
clerk-treasurer has been charged with embezzling 
$50,000 to $100,000. Jaymee Hord, of Owosso, 52, was 
charged Friday with a 15-year felony following the investi-
gation, which included a forensic audit by an outside firm, 
according to a Friday press release from the Sheriff ’s Office. 
Hord was arraigned in 55th District Court and given a per-
sonal recognizance bond. Her next court date is scheduled for 
Tuesday.

The Oct. 10 death of Lansing 
radio personality Michael Mc-
Fadden silenced a deep baritone 
voice that echoed through radio 
speakers and made an impact on 
many people, friends said. Mc-
Fadden’s broadcasting career began 
in 1984 at the Lansing-area Power 
96.5 FM and WXLA 1180 AM ra-
dio stations. Known as “Mighty Mike,” McFadden got behind 
the microphone to spin music and used his platform to share 
news, events and other information that affected the Black 

community. “It was like he was born to do this kind of work,” 
said Marcus Jefferson, owner and general manager of The 
Michigan Bulletin, a Black community newspaper in Lansing.  

A bizarre case of murder and 
cannibalism will send a Bennington 
Township man to prison for the rest 
of his life. Nearly a month after Mark 
Latunski pleaded guilty to open mur-
der in the killing of Kevin Bacon, Shi-
awassee County Circuit Judge Matthew 
Stewart determined Latunski commit-
ted first-degree, premeditated murder, 
which carries a mandatory penalty of 

life in prison without possibility of parole. Stewart heard testi-
mony and arguments for two days before making his finding. 
Sentencing was set for Dec. 15. “We are very happy to finally 
bring justice to (the victim’s family), and we believed strongly 
all along this was a premeditated act and that (Latunski) was 
deserving of a first-degree murder verdict,” Shiawassee Coun-
ty Prosecutor Scott Koerner said, according to the Lansing 
State Journal.

Michigan State University 
Professor Jennifer Johnson will 
help lead a newly established 
suicide prevention research 
center focused on reaching 
people in the jail system who 
are at risk of taking their own 
lives. As reported by the Lansing 
State Journal, the National Center 
for Health and Justice Integration for Suicide Prevention will 
be funded for five years with a $15 million grant from the Na-
tional Institute of Mental Health. The center’s research is not 
yet under way but will begin within the next year. Johnson, a 
C.S. Mott endowed professor of public health at MSU’s Col-
lege of Human Medicine, will serve as one of three primary 
investigators at the center. Two other primary investigators, 
from Detroit’s Henry Ford Health and Brown University in 
Rhode Island, will also lead the program.

Consumers Energy will 
end 60 years of operations 
in Lansing when it moves its 
mid-Michigan operations 
center outside the city limits. 
As reported by the Lansing State 
Journal, the move will relocate 
the site from which repair crews 
are dispatched to fix outages 

from Lansing’s north side to Windsor Charter Township. In 
executing the arrangement, officials from Lansing, Windsor 
Charter Township and Consumers Energy are also negoti-
ating new tax-sharing and water service agreements. Scott 
Bean, a spokesman for Lansing Mayor Andy Schor, did not 
respond to an immediate request for comment regarding 
the agreements. In a statement provided to Consumers En-
ergy, Schor said the agreements would “not negatively affect 
Lansing’s budget due to the tax-sharing agreement we have 
agreed to for utility services.”
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

BY DAWN PARKER

1702 Linval St., Lansing

The city of Lansing has red-
tagged this boarded-up property. 
The backyard is surrounded by a 
dilapidated wooden privacy fence. 
The second-floor window on the 
back is completely gone, while win-
dows on the ground floor had the 
torn-out screens. The windows are 
out of their frames. It was deemed 
unsafe on Nov. 27, 2021, according 
to city property records. 

Someone is living in a camper in 
the driveway. 

Scott Bean, spokesman for the 
city, said the property was a hoard-
ing situation that left the home “un-
inhabitable,” including “a couple of 
inches of sewage in the basement.”

This 1912 home has been owned 
off and on by E & A Group LLC of 
Grand Blanc since 2015, according 
to property records. Ammar Abu-
waraga is the agent and owner of 
the LLC. He referred City Pulse to 
his property manager, Mohamad 
Abduljaber. He said all that was left 
to do was replace windows. Abdul-
jaber has served federal prison time 
for a kickback scheme involving 
healthcare with his wife, former 
medical doctor Shannon Wiggins. 

— TODD HEYWOOD
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our weekly 
look at some of the seedier properties in 
Lansing. It rotates with Eye Candy of the 
Week and Eye for Design. Have a sug-
gestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com  
or call in a nomination at 517-999-5061.
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CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF ELECTION

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2022

To the qualified electors of the City of Lansing:

Please take notice that the City of Lansing will hold an Election on Tuesday, November 8, 2022.  
Polls will be open at 7:00 a.m. and will remain open until 8:00 p.m.

For the purpose of electing candidates to the following offices:
State: Governor and Lieutenant. Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney General; 
Congressional: Representative in Congress; Legislative: State Senator, 
Representative in State Legislature; State Boards: Member of State Board of 
Education, Regent of University of Michigan, Trustee of Michigan State University, 
Governor of Wayne State University; County: County Commissioner; Treasurer 
(Ingham County ONLY); Judicial: Justice of Supreme Court, Judge of Court of 
Appeals, Judge of Circuit Court, Judge of Probate Court, Judge of District Court; 
Community College: Board of Trustees Member; City: Council Member Ward 
1; Local School District: Board Member.

For the purpose of voting on the following proposals:
State: Proposal 22-1 A proposal to amend the state constitution to require annu-
al public financial disclosure reports by legislators and other state officers and 
change state legislator term limit to 12 total years in legislature; Proposal 22-2 A 
proposal to amend the state constitution to add provisions regarding elections.; 
Proposal 22-3 A proposal to amend the state constitution to establish new indi-
vidual right to reproductive freedom, including right to make all decisions about 
pregnancy and abortion; allow state to regulate abortion in some cases; and 
forbid prosecution of individuals exercising established right
Eaton County: County Parks & Open Space Millage Question
City: City of Lansing Charter Amendment Proposal; Bonding Proposal 

Voting Precincts and Polling Places are:
 
Lansing Ward 1
Pct. 1 – Gier Park Community Center
Pct. 2 – Johnson Fieldhouse
Pct. 3 – Post Oak School
Pct. 4 – Grand River Head Start
Pct. 5 – Foster Community Center
Pct. 6 – Foster Community Center
Pct. 7 – Johnson Fieldhouse
Pct. 8 – Johnson Fieldhouse
Pct. 9 – Board of Water and Light 
Pct. 10 – Bethlehem Lutheran Church
 
Lansing Ward 2
Pct. 11 – South Washington Office Complex
Pct. 12 – Lyons School
Pct. 13 – Cavanaugh School
Pct. 14 – Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Pct. 15 – Parker Memorial Baptist Church
Pct. 16 – Parker Memorial Baptist Church
Pct. 17 – Forest View School
Pct. 18 – Gardner School
Pct. 19 – North School
Pct. 20 – Gardner School

Lansing Ward 3
Pct. 21 – Alfreda Schmidt Southside Community Center
Pct. 22 – Woodcreek School
Pct. 23 – Dwight Rich School
Pct. 24 – Dwight Rich School 
Pct. 25 – Tabernacle of David Church
Pct. 26 – Tabernacle of David Church
Pct. 27 –Dr. Halik Professional Development Center (formerly Wainwright)
Pct. 28 – Alfreda Schmidt Southside Community Center
Pct. 29 – Alfreda Schmidt Southside Community Center
Pct. 30 – Alfreda Schmidt Southside Community Center

Lansing Ward 4
Pct. 31 – South Washington Office Complex
Pct. 32 – Dr. Evans Welcome Center (formerly Elmhurst)
Pct. 33 – Lewton School
Pct. 34 – Bread House Church
Pct. 35 – Letts Community Center
Pct. 36 – Shirley M. Rodgers Administration Center
Pct. 37 – Neighborhood Empowerment Center
Pct. 38 – Willow School
Pct. 39 – Cumberland School
Pct. 40 – Hope Christian Ministries International Church

To comply with the Help America Vote Act (HAVA), voting instructions will be available in 
audio format and in Braille. Arrangements for obtaining the instructions in these alternative 
formats can be made by contacting the Clerk’s Office in advance of the election. All polling 
locations are accessible for voters with disabilities.

To see if you are registered or to find your polling location, please visit                             
www.Michigan.gov/vote.

Photo Identification OR Affidavit Required to Vote:
Under a Michigan law upheld by the Michigan Supreme Court, ALL voters will be asked to 
show photo identification to vote at the polls. Voters without identification will be required 
to fill out and sign an affidavit to receive a ballot.

ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS
Any registered voter may request an Absent Voter Ballot.  No reason required.

The Lansing City Clerk’s Office must have a signed application to issue an Absent Voter 
Ballot. Applications are available at the locations referenced in the above table or by vis-
iting our website at www.lansingvotes.gov.

Monday, November 7, 2022, at 4:00 pm is the deadline to request an absentee bal-
lot except for those who register to vote on Election Day. Ballots issued on Monday, 
November 7, 2022, must be requested and voted in person at the Lansing City Clerk’s 
Office, locations referenced in the above table.

Those registering to vote on Election Day, Tuesday, November 8, 2022, are eligible to 
receive an absent voter ballot at the Lansing City Clerk’s Office, locations referenced in 
the above table.

Chris Swope, MMC/MiPMC
Lansing City Clerk 
Phone: 517-483-4131
Email: city.clerk@lansingmi.gov
Website: www.lansingvotes.gov   
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#22-236

Location Address Regular Business Hours
September 29 – November 4

Lansing City 
Clerk – City Hall

124 W Michigan Ave
Lansing, MI 48933

Mon – Fri
8am – 5pm

Lansing 
City Clerk –    
Election Unit

2500 S Washington Ave 
Lansing, MI 48910

Mon – Fri
8am – 5pm

Wednesdays
8am – 7pm

Additional times outside of the above listed regular business hours are as follows:

Location Address Additional Hours

Foster 
Community 

Center

200 N Foster
Lansing, MI 48912

October 25 – 
November 4

Mon – Fri
1pm – 6pm

Monday
November 7
8am – 4pm 

Election Day
November 8
7am – 8pm

Lansing 
City Clerk – 

City Hall

124 W Michigan Ave
Lansing, MI 48933

Monday
November 7
8am – 4pm 

Election Day
November 8
7am – 8pm

Lansing 
City Clerk –    
Election Unit

2500 S Washington 
Ave Lansing, 

MI 48910

Saturday
October 29

10am – 6pm

Saturday 
November 5
10am – 6pm

Sunday
November 6
10am – 6pm

Monday
November 7
8am – 4pm 

Election Day
November 8
7am – 8pm

Anyone who qualifies as an elector may register to vote in person with proof of residency 
(MCL 168.492) at the following locations and times:
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Our headline pays homage to the chosen name of a group of Lansing female 
power brokers organized and led by the late, great Kelly Rossman-McKinney, 
a public relations pioneer who cut an impressive swath through the testos-
terone-driven world of Michigan’s political power structure. Somehow we 
think she’d encourage us to use it to frame our endorsement of Michigan’s 
top “chicks in charge” — 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, 
Attorney General Dana 
Nessel and Secretary of 
State Jocelyn Benson — 
and to underscore our 
hope that voters will 
keep all three at the helm 
of the ship of state. 

The alternative is tru-
ly unthinkable: turn-
ing over the functions 
of state government, in 
whole or in part, to a ter-
rifying trio of Republi-
can crackpots. But don’t 
take our word for it. Bob 
LaBrant, one of Mich-
igan’s most respected Republican attorneys and election experts, recently 
called this troika of troglodytes “the most unqualified state-level ticket in re-
cent Michigan history.” We don’t often agree with LaBrant, but this time he 
hits the nail on the head. When vacuous extremist and DeVos darling Tudor 
Dixon is the best Republicans can do in their bid to unseat Whitmer, let’s just 
say the Michigan GOP is entering the terminal phase of its death spiral into 
Trumpian madness.  

While the conservative establishment wallows in hate-mongering and his-
torical revisionism, feeding their acolytes a continuous stream of mendacious 
malarkey, Whitmer, Nessel and Benson have been crushing it, leaving little 
room for legitimate criticism of their job performance. On the merits, each of 
them has decisively earned another term. 

Whitmer was forced to navigate one of the most profound, persistent and 
socially disruptive crises of the modern era. She handled it with resolve and 
aplomb. Her administration has avoided scandals and rarely airs its internal 
conflicts in public. Whitmer’s style, charisma and success as governor may yet 
catapult her to the national stage. For now, we’re satisfied to keep Michigan’s 
chief chick in charge right where she is. We endorse Gretchen Whitmer for 
another term as our governor. 

Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson quite literally has done the impossible. 
In the span of just four short years, she tamed one of the most dysfunction-

al bureaucracies in state government, transforming it into a fully-functioning 
marvel of efficiency and customer service. Her smart investments in technol-
ogy and savvy management have resulted in happy workers, which makes for 
happy customers. She is definitely doing something right. 

Equally important, her administration of the state’s elections has been above 
reproach and her stalwart advocacy for protecting and expanding voting rights 
has earned her national accolades. Benson’s opponent, the utterly unhinged 
Kristina Karamo, isn’t worth the additional words it would require to describe 
what a horrific decision it would be to put an avowed election denier in charge 
of Michigan elections. 

Likewise for Matthew DePerno, the Republican’s deranged nominee for at-
torney general, who may himself soon face criminal charges for his alleged role 
as a “primary conspirator” in a plot to illegally obtain ballot tabulators amid 
the post-election effort to discredit President Biden’s victory in Michigan. The 
thought that such a completely delusional character could soon be Michigan’s 
chief legal officer is too disturbing to even contemplate. 

That’s why we are particularly alarmed by recent polling showing Nessel in 
a statistical dead heat with DePerno. It defies logic, but we suppose it reflects 
the sharp edge of the bigot’s knife, that a certain swath of Michigan voters ap-
parently hold it against Nessel that she’s both gay and a fierce, outspoken pro-
gressive. We will never understand why, in this day and age, at a time when 
polls show an overwhelming majority of the American people support LGBQT 
rights, that the minority voice of conservative religious zealots gets any traction 
whatsoever. 

For these reasons and more, we endorse both Jocelyn Benson and Dana Nes-
sel to continue serving the people of Michigan for another four years. 

There’s an old adage that says we get the kind of government we vote for. We 
prefer its corollary — that we get the kind of government we don’t vote for. In 
other words, if you don’t show up to vote, if you just assume that things will go 
the right way, you could be in for a serious shock when something disastrous 

happens, like electing any one of these 
three Republicans. It’s something you 
ought to discuss with your children un-
der the age of 30, whose turnout could 
truly make a difference by offsetting 
senior Republican-leaning voters, who 

will turn out. 
If ever there was a moment in history when all people of good conscience 

need to come together, to stand tall for our nation’s democratic values and to 
reject the retrograde, divisive agenda of state and national Republicans, this is 
it. Defeating all three ignominious challengers to Michigan’s chicks in charge is 
nothing less than a moral imperative. We implore you to make your voice heard 
by absentee ballot or at the polls on Tuesday, Nov. 8 

Together we can stop the madness.  

Have something to say about a local issue or            
an item that appeared in our pages? 
Now you have two ways to sound off:

Write a letter to the editor.

• E-mail: letters@ lansingcitypulse.com  
• Snail mail: City Pulse, 1905 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48912  
• Fax: (517) 371-5800  
• At lansingcitypulse.com

Write a guest column. 

Contact Berl Schwartz for more information: publisher@
lansingcitypulse.com or (517) 999-5061. (Please include your name, 
address and telephone number so we can reach you. Keep letters 
to 250 words or fewer. City Pulse reserves the right to edit letters 
and columns.)
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Lansing Board of Water & Light 
general manager Dick Peffley is start-
ing to have some real problems on his 
hands, even though he refuses to look 
down and acknowledge that he’s still 
holding them.

State environmental records 
released in January revealed that 
Peffley has known for nearly two 
years about dangerous chemical 
contamination leaking from the large 
toxic coal ash ponds that surround 
the Erickson Power Station in Delta 
Township — which for decades may 
have also poisoned nearby drinking 
water supplies feeding private wells 
and municipal systems.

High levels of lithium, boron, TDS 
and molybdenum have been leaching 
from the three ponds since 2020 and 
still neither BWL nor state regulators 
knows how long the problem has 
existed — though the plant, which is 
off Canal Road in Eaton County, has 
operated the ponds since 1974. 

When City Pulse broke that news, 
Peffley and his PR team quickly 
jumped into action — except the 
damage control wasn’t centered on 
assessing environmental and public 
health risks. Instead, it was about 
protecting BWL’s public image.

And that’s simply not the type 
of leadership we need at a publicly 
owned utility company. 

In a January op-ed, Peffley attacked 
City Pulse’s credibility for sounding 
the alarm about the potential for con-
taminated groundwater and drink-
ing water supplies — even outright 
denying that drinking water could 
be contaminated despite experts 
who have suggested otherwise. The 
experts similarly poured cold water 
on BWL’s latest contention that the 
pollution is occurring naturally 

Groundwater feeds drinking water 
supplies. At best, it was unclear then 
whether contaminated groundwater 
was reaching drinking water drawn 
by wells. Meanwhile, utility docu-
ments didn’t show any plans to test 
drinking water and BWL spokes-
woman Amy Adamy was too busy 

building a media firewall around 
Peffley and other top executives 
to answer our questions. She has 
learned well from longtime Lansing 
public relations practitioner Steve 
Serkaian, executive director of public 
affairs at BWL and a holdover from 
the Bernero days.

Instead of an interview, Peffley 
responded only in a polished op-ed 
in which he repeatedly questioned 
assessments from environmental ex-
perts and insisted that drinking water 
is safe and that BWL’s water supplies 
continue to “meet or exceed” all reg-
ulatory safety 
standards.

While tech-
nically true, 
his statements 
completely 
ignored the 
potential for contamination at dozens 
of private wells that provide drinking 
water for hundreds of people near 
Erickson. His statements also didn’t 
offer much acknowledgement that 
a problem even existed, much less 
explain why BWL officials seemed 
to have alerted nobody of the public 
health concerns.

About a month later, without hav-
ing directly addressed any problems, 
the PR campaign continued with the 
announcement that BWL had “proac-

tively” tested six drinking wells in the 
area. It was a sweetheart move for a 
utility company caught in the midst 
of a possible cover up.

Except, it wasn’t. BWL wasn’t pro-
actively doing anything.

The company, instead, had actually 
been ordered by state regulators to 
get a handle on the pollution situa-
tion. Moreover, those reactive results 
spelled out some really bad news: 

BWL only tested six wells. And all of 
them came back for potentially dan-
gerously high levels of boron.

That’s a six for six, Dick. 
Michigan doesn’t set health limits 

on boron in drinking water, though 
groundwater limits of 0.5 mg/L are 

in place. EPA 
also has an 
unenforceable 
“advisory” lim-
it of 6 mg/L 
for adults and 
3 mg/L for 

children. BWL’s well tests detected 
boron levels between 2.48 mg/L and 
4.17 mg/L.

Research shows that boron is 
harmful to plant life at lower levels. 
Boron has also been linked to devel-
opmental and reproductive toxici-
ty, low birth weight and shrunken 
testicles.

Peffley, apparently, hasn’t been 
drinking from those taps. His ballsy 
PR campaign only continues.

EPA documents showed that BWL 

claimed to be in compliance with 
federal coal ash rules, but experts said 
those rules were violated back in 2017 
when BWL failed to test for contam-
ination.

BWL has also repeatedly made 
claims about the investigation 
process that directly contradict 
statements from EGLE. In other in-
stances, Adamy and Peffley have only 
downplayed the issue.

Even BWL Board Chairman 
David Price — someone who should 
definitely be in the know — wasn’t 
informed of the contamination 
problems before January. He was 
told the ponds weren’t contaminating 
groundwater, which was also directly 
contradicted by regulatory docu-
ments.

And when presented with EGLE’s 
statements, Adamy has still insisted 
the agency is wrong.

Meanwhile, Peffley still claims to be 
“proactively” investigating the situa-
tion despite having known about the 
issue at the Erickson Power Station as 
early as April 2020, records showed.

While the state has ordered at least 
another 60 wells to be tested, BWL 
still doesn’t have a handle on the 
pollution plume’s size or location, 
how many drinking water wells are 
contaminated in the nearby vicinity 
or how long its neighbors have been 
sipping on and showering in boron 
water.

From Day One, BWL has not been 
forthcoming about this public health 
calamity — denying our reporters 
an opportunity to conduct basic 
interviews and then failing to answer 
several emailed questions. The latest 
PR tactic seems to be centered on 
simply ignoring City Pulse altogether 
and hoping the problem — or at least 
public awareness of the problem — 
just evaporates.

We’re reluctant to say this next 
statement given the inadequate lead-
ership also tied to his predecessor: 
But if Peffley and the rest of his team 
don’t start prioritizing public safety 
over their public image, then perhaps 
it’s time for him to seriously consider 
resigning from the post.

Maybe Peffley is the problem

1

2

Keep the 
chicks in 
charge 
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By DEDRIA HUMPHRIES BARKER 
My writing student, an army veteran, 

struggled with our course but had made 
it to the day near the end of the semes-
ter when students were submitting their 
required writing  portfolios. He came 

to class and asked to speak 
with me in the hall. There, 
he told me he was drop-

ping the class. I urged him to go into 
the classroom and submit his essays 
from the semester. He refused. Said he 
was tired.  OK, but just do this one last 
thing.  

He refused.  
If you submit your essays, I can give 

you a grade for completing the course.  
He refused. 
Well, a student dropping a course this 

late gets a 0.0 grade. 
He said, OK, and he left.  
I was forced to give him a 0.0. There 

was no option 
because he 
didn't finish 
the course.  

As I look at 
the Nov. 8 bal-
lot for some 
school boards 
in the Lan-
sing tri-coun-
ty area, I 
see districts 
whose school 
board mem-

bers did not finish their course. They 
created partial terms which will be filled 
with the election next week. 

These districts range in size from big 
to small.  My job is not to track down 
the rise-and-fly reasons, but most of the 
districts with partial terms are those 
whose full terms are six years long. They 
are Lansing, Haslett, Dansville, Holt, 
and Williamston. For the other three 
— Waverly, Leslie, Webberville — a full 
term is four years.   

The districts with six-year terms may 
be prone to early departures of board 
members. Is six years too long a term 
on a public school district in mid-Mich-
igan? Like my student, these board 
members did not stay the course. 

Sometimes people have to bolt. For 
a new job out of town, for instance. The 
choice is fortune or duty. Otherwise, it 
was clear from nominating documents, 
and the ballot this was a six-year commit-
ment. Yet, even with this knowledge some 

people ran for school boards, were elect-
ed, took their seats, served some time, and 
then left. Just like my student, they did 
not finish the course. They failed. 

The job of school board members is 
make educational, fiscal and admin-
istrative policies by reading, listening 
and talking. Basically, the duty to sit 
in a chair. Sitting is the new smoking, 
a pithy saying goes. And there is no or 
little pay. So I understand why a six-
year term would seem too long. Is four 
years to a term the magic number? Four 
years is a rhythm most people under-
stand. High school is completed, grades 
nine through 12, in four years. And the 
basic college degree, the bachelor's, is 
designed to be completed in four years, 
though many students take longer. I 
completed my bachelor's degree in En-
glish in five years. Students have ex-
tenuating circumstances that get in the 
way of plowing straight through. I had a 
baby and joined a sorority. 

University board members elected to 
terms twice as long — eight years in the 
case of Michigan State University Board 
of Trustees — show their fatigue with 
the job and decide to break out of the 
routine, as opposed to stepping down. It 
definitely looks that way judging by the 
recent actions of some of those mem-
bers.     But there is no magic to four-
year terms. Those school boards also 
deal with partial terms when faced with 
bullying tactics. 

Last fall, in 2021, Reuters news ser-
vice reported that a board member in 
Loudoun County, Virginia, an hour's 
drive from Washington, D.C., resigned 
after being intimidated by thousands of 
"derogatory and threatening" messages, 
some with racial epithets. This went on 
for months. At a Birmingham, Michi-
gan, school board meeting last August, a 
member of the audience gave the school 
board the stiff-armed Nazi salute during 
a discussion of mask mandates. This fall, 
in Rockford, Michigan, a school board 
candidate turned the tables and con-
structed a Nazi-like flag from the colors 
of the LGBTQ movement.  

In 2021, a U.S. Department of Justice 
investigation documented 220 cases of 
violent threats against American school 
board members. Threats of violence are 
intended to adjust the years of a school 
board term down to zero. U.S. Attorney 
General Merrick Garland does not want 
school board members running scared, 

so he pledged FBI and federal prosecu-
tors to help local law enforcement. 

School districts are now places of 
inflamed passions. Hardball politics 
aimed at the school boards is one of the 
weapons in the American culture war. 

Whatever the number of years in the 
school board term, history shows that 

the key to any successful endeavor is to 
stay the course. School board members 
discover that the job is not the dull dish-
water job it once was, but those who did 
not bank on public attention continu-
ing after the close of the polls on elec-
tion day find ways to endure. They fade 
into the background, quietly doing their 
committee work, and without much ex-
planation, as is their right, voting their 
conscience on policies that are good for 
the education of students.  

That seems like a basic statement, but 
we are in times where the obvious needs 
to be stated. Take nothing for granted. 
The challenge to school board members 
is substantial and serious.  

To this fall's school board candidates, 
good luck in winning your races, and 
when you get a seat at the table, be an 
example of determination and accom-
plishment. Stay the course.  

(Lansing resident Dedria Humphries 
Barker is the author of “Mother of Or-
phans: The True and Curious Story of 
Irish Alice, A Colored Man’s Widow.” 
Her column appears monthly.) 
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CITY OF EAST LANSING
NOTICE OF ELECTION

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2022

To the qualified electors of the City of East Lansing, please take notice that a General 
Election will be held in the City of East Lansing, Ingham and Clinton Counties, Michigan, 
on Tuesday, November 8, 2022. 

For the purposes of electing the following non-partisan offices:
Governor and Lieutenant Governor
Secretary of State
Attorney General
U.S. Representative in Congress
State Senator
State Representative 
State Board of Education
University of Michigan Board of Regents
Michigan State University Board of Trustees
Wayne State University Board of Governors
Ingham County Treasurer
County Commissioner 

The following non-partisan offices:
Justice of the Supreme Court
Judge of the Court of Appeals
Judge of the Circuit Court
Judge of the District Court
Lansing Community College Board of Trustees
East Lansing School Board
Lansing School Board (Part of East Lansing)
Bath School Board (Part of East Lansing)

Also, to vote on the following proposals:

State of Michigan:

Proposal 22-1:  A proposal to amend the state constitution to require annual public 
financial disclosure reports by legislators and other state officers and change state 
legislator term limit to 12 total years in legislature

Proposal 22-2:  A proposal to amend the state constitution to add provisions regarding 
elections

Proposal 22-3:  A proposal to amend the state constitution to establish new individual 
right to reproductive freedom, including right to make all decisions about pregnancy 
and abortion; allow state to regulate abortion in some cases; and forbid prosecution of 
individuals exercising established right

City:
Renewal of East Lansing Public Library Millage Question

Full text of the ballot proposals may be obtained at the East Lansing City Clerk’s Office, 
410 Abbot Road, Room 100, East Lansing, MI  48823. Sample ballots can also be found 
at www.mi.gov/vote.

Polls at said election will be open at 7 am and will remain open until 8 pm. 

Photo Identification OR Affidavit Required to Vote:
Under Michigan law upheld by the Michigan Supreme Court, ALL voters will be asked to 
show photo identification to vote at the polls. Voters without identification will be required 
to fill out and sign an affidavit in order to receive a ballot.

LIST OF POLLING LOCATIONS:
Pct.  1 –  Brody Hall, MSU
Pct.  2 –  Martin Luther Chapel, 444 Abbot Road

Pct.  3 –  East Lansing Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road
Pct.  4 –  Capital City Vineyard Church, 1635 Coolidge Road
Pct.  5 –  Shaarey Zedek Congregation, 1924 Coolidge Road
Pct.  6 –  Eastminster Presbyterian Church, 1315 Abbot Road
Pct.  7 –  St. Paul Lutheran Church, 3383 Lake Lansing Road
Pct.  8 –  University Reformed Church, 841 Timberlane Street
Pct.  9 –  Edgewood United Church, 469 N. Hagadorn Road
Pct. 10 – Edgewood United Church, 469 N. Hagadorn Road
Pct. 11 – Burcham Hills Retirement Community, 2700 Burcham Drive
Pct. 12 – Union Bldg., MSU
Pct. 13 – IM Sports East, MSU
Pct. 14 – IM Sports East, MSU
Pct. 15 – IM Sports West, MSU
Pct. 16 – Wesley Foundation, 1118 S. Harrison Road
Pct. 17 – Shaarey Zedek Congregation, 1924 Coolidge Road

All polling places are accessible and voting instructions are available in alternative formats 
of audio and Braille.

In addition to regular business hours, the East Lansing City Clerk’s Office at City Hall will 
be open on November 5 and 6 from 8 am-4 pm and the East Lansing City Clerk’s Satellite 
Office at MSU Brody Hall will be open on November 5 and 6 from 11 am-7 pm to register 
voters, issue and accept absentee ballots for qualified electors.  

The last day to register in any manner other than in-person with the East Lansing 
City Clerk’s Office is October 24, 2022. After this date, anyone who qualifies as an 
elector must register to vote in person with proof of residency (MCL 168.492) at the 
following locations and times:

East Lansing City Clerk – City Hall Regular Business Hours:  Monday-Friday 
    from 8 am-5 pm
410 Abbot Road, Room 100  Additional Hours:  November 5 & 6
    from 8 am-4 pm
East Lansing, MI  48823  November 8 from 7 am-8 pm

City Clerk Satellite Office                    October 26-28, 2022
MSU – IM East                Open each day from 11 am-7 pm
804 E. Shaw Lane              
East Lansing, MI 48823  

City Clerk Satellite Office                     October 31-November 8, 2022
MSU – Brody Hall                October 31-November 6 from 11 am-7 pm
241 W. Brody Road                November 7 from 11 am-4 pm 
East Lansing, MI 48823  November 8 from 7am-8 pm

To register to vote, check your voter registration information, find your polling 
location, or view your sample ballot check the Secretary of State Voter Information 
website at www.mi.gov/vote

ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS:
Any registered voter may request an Absent Voter Ballot. No reason required.

The East Lansing City Clerk’s Office must have a signed application to issue an Absent 
Voter Ballot. You may apply online at www.mi.gov/vote or at the East Lansing City Clerk’s 
Office.

November 7, 2022 at 4 pm is the deadline to request an absentee ballot except for 
those who register to vote on Election Day. Ballots issued on November 7, 2022 must be 
requested and voted in person at the East Lansing City Clerk’s Office.

Those registering to vote on Election Day, November 8, 2022, are eligible to receive an 
absent voter ballot at the East Lansing City Clerk’s Office. 

Jennifer Shuster
East Lansing City Clerk

CP#22-238
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POLITICS

I didn't expect my column this week 
to be about what I learned in church on 
Sunday, but that's what is happening. 

Father Mark spent the entire homily 
urging a no vote on Proposal 3, the 
ballot question that 
would make enshrine 
an individual's right 
to an abortion into 
the state Constitution. 

A direct ask on 
a ballot question 
doesn't happen often. 
The Catholic Church 
teaches about appre-
ciating all life as a 
gift from God. Abortion is mentioned 
periodically as a violation of the Fifth 
Commandment of "Thou shault not 
murder." 

But in my 49 years as a Catholic, I 
can only remember one other ballot 
measure that rose to the level of a di-
rect ask, and it was nothing like this. 

This was the entire homily. From be-
ginning to end, and there was nothing 
unclear about it. 

Sitting from my pew in St. Gerard, we 
were told abortion is a mortal sin, which 
for you non-Catholics out there is about 
as serious as it gets. A mortal sin is a 
grave manner. It is deemed as an offense 
against God and a death to the soul. 

A mortal sin is willfully committing 
an act against God. Until you confess 
the mortal sin in confession and ask 
for God's forgiveness, you cannot re-
ceive Holy Communion and you are on 
a direct, one-way ticket to Hell upon 
death.  

That's not hyperbole. 
We walked away with the clear 

impression that voting for Proposal 
3 is enabling future abortions and is, 
therefore, also a mortal sin.  

That's heavy. 
I glanced from side to side. Except 

for a couple of teenagers who looked 
like they were going on a bathroom 
run, I didn't see anyone leave. Maybe 
someone else did, but they didn't make 
a scene about it, if so. 

"Vote No On Prop 3" lawn signs and 
more information was in the vestibule 
for anyone who wanted them. Our 
family received a letter from the Cath-
olic bishops a few weeks ago. 

For those who don't attend Mass, 
you're hearing the Catholic Church's 
message in the $23.37 million in ad-
vertising spending. Only the Demo-

cratic Governors Association has spent 
more this campaign cycle. 

In short, the Catholic Church is "all 
in" on defeating Proposal 3. 

For the church's leaders, it's not 
enough to pray about this. Lives are 
on the line. They believe life begins at 
conception, period. The second God 
creates a life inside a mother, it's a 
life. End of story. 

The institution sees it as its re-
sponsibility to do everything it can to 
unborn and that's what it's doing. 

If Proposal 3 passes, abortion is in 
the Michigan Constitution. If abor-
tion is to remain a state issue, that's 
about as rock solid as you're going to 
get.  

In reaction, the church could quibble 
around the edges. It could file various 
suits to maintain the current abortion 
regulations, but those, too, could even-
tually be thrown out in court. 

The proposal does not automatically 
end the state's parent consent law, for 
example. It would take someone to 
successfully challenge the law in court, 
but it could happen. 

On the other hand, abortion regula-
tions may stand up in court. We don't 
know. 

If they do, the only things the Cath-
olic Church could do to stop abortion 
is nonprofit advocacy and praying. 
That's about it. 

That's why they're "fighting like 
heaven" and criticizing the governor 
for "fighting like hell" to preserve 
abortion access. 

For supporters of reproductive 
freedom, this isn't an insignificant 
obstacle.  

Michigan's population is roughly 
18% Catholic. Even if two-thirds of 
this number are vigilant about their 
faith, that's still a double-digit start 
for a no vote. 

An anti-abortion proposal in Kansas 
failed with 59% of the vote in August, 
but this was fresh after the Dobbs de-
cision overturned Roe v. Wade. Public 
outrage was still pretty raw. 

Has inflation and the economy 
replaced abortion as a driving issue for 
voters? Will abortion rights advocates 
still be as fired up Nov. 8? 

From what I'm seeing, the Catholic 
Church will be. 

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capital 
news service MIRS at melinnky@
gmail.com.) 

For Catholic Church, 
Proposal 3 is a mortal sin 
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What special qualifications would 
you bring to the office of Lansing 
City Council Member?

What issues do you want to 
address, if you are elected as a 
City Council Member?

What could the city council do to 
enhance public safety across the 
city?

Brian Daniels 
Email: 
brian@empowerlansing.com

Candidate did not respond by 
print deadline. 

Ryan Kost 

Email: ryan48820@gmail.com 

Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/
kost4lansing 

Education: DeWitt High 
School 

Phone: 5176249637 

Address: 131 N Magnolia ave 
lansing mi 48912

I have spent the better part of 
two years walking almost 
every street in the 1st ward.  
Helping residents solve their 
problems and getting 
recourses to them.  Along the 
way I helped clean up our 
parks, neighborhoods, and 
streets.  I bring a tireless 4th 
generation 1st ward resident 
to the table.  I believe the 
number one qualification for 
this office is listening to the 
residents and taking care of 
their needs.  I also believe as 
a city council member I must 
help to make Lansing a better 
place for its citizens.  As a 
resident myself I am tired of 
the same old responses and 
lack of responses.  The 
government should be in the 
hands of the people who elect 
us and that is what I also 
bring.

Housing, Parks, and Trash.  
Currently we have a crisis on 
housing in the city and I have 
walked and looked at these 
homes that get tagged by the 
city and left to decay in our 
neighborhoods.  Our parks 
used to be the gold standard 
and now it seems just a select 
few are and we need to 
improve our parks across the 
board, specially in areas 
where people need them the 
most.  We have diverted from 
our parks master plan that 
was laid out my the first park 
director and lost our way, we 
must do better and I will.  
Trash is flowing in our streets, 
yards, green spaces, and any 
dark corner that can be used 
to dump it.  This is also a crisis 
as people are forced in some 
cases to have to dump trash 
because they cant afford it.  
Others meanwhile use the city 
as a dumping ground and little 
to nothing happens to them, I 
have seen it time and time 
again.  We must address 
these issues head on and I 
have been I will hit the ground 
running.

Public safety is built when you 
have a community police 
officer in the area that knows 
everyone.  We need more of 
this but that is not what really 
enhances safety.  Cleaning up 
neighborhoods and putting 
pride back into the 1st ward 
brings people outside and 
activates them to do more in 
the community and build 
stronger bonds.  Those bonds 
hold public safety when they 
are together.  It is everyone's 
duty, including mine, to build 
our community back strong.

Lansing City Council 1st Ward - Partial Term ending 01/01/2024 
The eight-member Lansing City Council is the legislative and policy-making body for city government. Elections are held 
in odd-numbered years and four members are elected at-large and four represent wards. They serve staggered four-
year terms. The Lansing City Council sets policies, approves budgets, determines tax rates and adopts ordinances and 
resolutions to govern the city. The council also confirms citizen volunteers to a number of boards and advisory posts. 
Non Partisan   Term: Partial term ending 01/01/2024  Candidates: Choose 1

This page was left out of the League of Women 
Voters Voting Guide for Greater Lansing.
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People refer us because they are happy 
with our work, we treat them with 
respect, and we give them the best value 
for their money. The fact that we use our 
platform to call out the society we live in 
is just an added bonus for anyone who 
doesn’t want their money to go to a 
company that contributes to harmful 
causes or is otherwise apathetic to 

injustice. If you’re a shitty human,
 how good can your business really be?

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Lansing City Council will hold a public hearing on Monday, November 14, 2022, at 7:00 
p.m. in the Tony Benavides Lansing City of Lansing Council Chambers, Tenth Floor, Lansing 
City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48933, for the purpose stated below:

To afford an opportunity for all residents, taxpayers of the City of Lansing, City Assessor, other 
interested persons, and ad valorem taxing units to appear and be heard on the approval of an 
Obsolete Property Rehabilitation District (the “District”), pursuant to and in accordance with 
the provisions of the Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Act, Public Act 146 of 2000, for the 
properties located at 1703, 1717, and 1723 E. Michigan Avenue, Lansing, Michigan,48912 
legally described as:

LOTS 4, 5, 6 & 7, ALSO ENTIRE VAC ALLEY LYING ACROSS THIS BLOCK BLOCK 6 
RUMSEYS MICHIGAN AVENUE ADD, 33-01-01-15-280-042; 
LOT 4 ASSESSORS PLAT NO 35, 33-01-01-15-280-071; 
LOT 3 ASSESSORS PLAT NO 35, 33-01-01-15-280-081 

Approval of this District will allow the owners of real property within the District to apply for an 
abatement of certain property taxes for the improvements to their property located within the 
District. Further information regarding this issue may be obtained from Aurelius Christian, 
Lansing Economic Development Corporation (LEDC), 230 N. Washington Sq. Ste 212 
Lansing, MI 48933, (517) 331-2773.

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the 
Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/CMMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#22-240

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, November 14 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council Chambers, 10th Floor Lansing City Hall, 124 W. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI, on the proposed South Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard Corridor 
Improvement Authority Development and Finance Plan in accordance with the provisions of 
Part 6, Corridor Improvement Authorities, of the Recodified Tax Increment Financing Act, 
Public Act 57 of 2018, as amended (the Act) and as defined by Public Act 57 of 2018 as:

In 2019 the City of Lansing used the adopted State Law (Act 280 of 2005) to create what is 
known as the South Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard Corridor Improvement Authority (CIA) 
and established a District with eligible property within an area encompassing 500 feet of the 
centerline of South Martin Luther King Kr. Boulevard, from the railroad tracks south of Victor 
Avenue to I-96.

The purpose of the Corridor Improvement Authority Act is to help communities plan for and 
fund improvements along a corridor. The overall goal is to help support economic develop-
ment and redevelopment of this area. The types of improvements could include 
sidewalks/pathways, streetlights, streetscape enhancements, façade improvements, and 
other public investments which could support and enhance economic development and the 
quality of life for business owners and residents within this district. The CIA’s first task to be 
able to fund these improvements is to create a Development and Tax Increment Financing 
Plan. This plan describes the types of activities that the CIA can participate in as well as how 
those activities are financed. The plan covers a 15-year period and explains how Tax 
Increment Financing (TIF) will work, which is the primary means in which new projects would 
be funded. It is important to note that TIF is not a new tax nor does it raise property owner’s 
taxes. 

City Council will hear comments from citizens, taxpayers and property owners, officials from 
any affected taxing jurisdiction and any other interested persons. All aspects of the Plan will 
be open for discussion at the public hearing. Maps, plats, and a description of the develop-
ment plan, including the method of relocating families and individuals who may be displaced 
from the area, are available for public inspection at the Lansing City Clerk’s Office, 124 W 
Michigan Avenue, 9th Floor of City Hall, Lansing, MI 48933. The Development and Finance 
Plan can be found on the S. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard CIA website: https://mi-lansing3.-
civicplus.pro/627/South-MLK-Jr-Blvd-Corridor-Improvement-A 

If you are interested in this matter, please attend the public hearing or send a representative. 
Written comments will be accepted between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if 
received before 5 p.m., on the day of the Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, 
City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/CMMC     
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope               

CP#22-241
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By BILL CASTANIER
Fifty years ago, just like today, Mich-

igan voters were faced with perplexing 
decisions in the upcoming election. In 
addition to Richard Nixon facing off 
against Sen. George McGovern for pres-
ident, and Robert Griffin and state At-
torney General Frank Kelley in a rumble 
for the U.S. Senate, voters had to decide 
whether to legalize abortion, alter day-
light savings time and pay Vietnam vet-
erans bonuses. Locally, Lansing voters 
were also confronting a required busing 
plan that would move schoolchildren 
between schools to achieve desegrega-
tion. 

In 1971, school board records showed 
that two-thirds of black children in 
Lansing were attending predominantly 
black schools.

After U.S. District Judge Noel Fox 
ruled on Oct. 27, 1972, against a last-
ditch effort by proponents of busing 
and the NAACP to block the recall vote, 
Lansing voters easily ousted five Lan-
sing school board members who favored 
school busing. When the final counts 
were in, Lansing voters helped elect 
Nixon and Griffin, who ran on anti-bus-
ing platforms, and also helped defeat 
constitutional amendments to legalize 
abortions, provide bonuses for veterans 
and reform the state income tax law. 

Despite Fox’s ruling and the appoint-
ment of new board members by Michi-
gan’s governor, William G. Milliken, the 
contentious issue of busing would dom-
inate local politics for nearly a decade 
and ultimately would be decided by the 
state and federal courts. From then on, 
Fox would oversee implementation of 
busing in Lansing using the 1971 U.S. 
Supreme Court decision Swann vs.   
Charlotte Mecklenburg Board of Edu-
cation as precedent. Today, 50 years lat-
er, the names of the courageous school 
board members who were recalled are 

mostly unknown except for Hortense 
Canady, who was the first African Amer-
ican elected to the board, and Clarence 

H. Rosa, whose name graces the Capital 
Area District Library’s downtown loca-
tion.

Riding the bus
When 6-year-old first grader Heath-

er Stump jumped on the bright yellow 
school bus for the first time in Septem-
ber 1977, she couldn’t have understood 
why she was being bused from her Lan-
sing Westside neighborhood to Gunni-
sonville School located on Wood Street 
on the city’s far northside. This would be 
the first time that grade one through six 
would be bused. Approximately 2,500 
elementary students out of 16,500 ele-
mentary students were bused to 20 ele-
mentary schools. 

Heather’s mom, Penny Stump, had 

fully expected her daughter to walk 
to nearby Genessee School from their 
home on Carey Street. Regardless, 
Stump was right there, holding an um-
brella, as her daughter jumped on the 
bus in a tableau, which was recorded by 
a photographer for a front-page article 
in the Lansing State Journal. 

Heather was just one of the tens of 
thousands of Lansing schoolchildren 
who between 1972 and well into the 
‘80s became part of a national effort to 
desegregate schools. Although numbers 
are not readily available, it’s thought 
about one-quarter to one-third of Lan-
sing School District students in total 
were bused. The school district could 
not verify the actual numbers of chil-
dren bused, minority representation, 
or bus routes, which seemed to change 
annually.

Penny Stump said at first her daugh-
ter didn’t adapt well to her new school, 
but her first-grade teacher, Maxine 
Hankins Cain, helped turn that around. 
Cain would spend most of her career as 
a teacher and administrator, rising to 
the head of elementary education for 
the Lansing School District. After retir-
ing from the school district, she became 
the superintendent of Sankofa Shule 
Public School Academy in Lansing. 

“Maxine was absolutely wonderful 
— one teacher made all the difference,” 
Stump said.

Opinions on the efficacy of busing 
run the gamut, but one black parent, 
Gladys Wheeler, who had three children 
bused across town despite living across 
the street from Main Street School, said, 
“I can’t see how it helped kids by moving 
them out the neighborhood,” she said.

“The kids came home for lunch and 
I could go and sit in on their classes. If 
they forgot something I could run across 
the street. If a teacher had a problem I 
could easily stop in. All that ended.” she 
said.

Despite her concerns, her children 
didn’t seem to have any problem with 
busing, she said.

Today, however, the implementa-
tion of busing, according to Stump, 
was “clumsy” from what she calls “little 
consideration of how it was going to 
unfold.” Despite that, she believes bus-
ing was necessary and beneficial to the 
community.

Carl Johnson, another child who was 
bused, agreed with Stump’s assessment 
that the execution being clumsy.

Johnson, who is African Amercan 
and who lived on the corner of Middle 
and William streets between I-496 and 
the Grand River on the near west side, 

MASTERWORKS 02:

PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE
NOVEMBER 5TH

LANSINGSYMPHONY.ORG

When busing for desegregation came to Lansing 
Fifty years later, students say it was well worth it

This story and photo from the front page of the Lansing State Journal on Sept.10, 
1976, shows Penny Stump watching her 6-year old daughter, Heather, board a 
school bus to transport her from her home in the Westside Neighborhood to the 
Gunnisonville School on Wood Street in Dewitt Township. Stump was one of thou-
sands of pupils who were bused in the 1960s and ‘70s under a court order that 
sought to desegregate Lansing schools.

Maxine Hankins CainPenny Stump See busing , Page 20
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was entering his junior year and had 
already been practicing with the Sexton 
football team when he got word he was 
being bused.

“At the last minute I was told to turn 
in my equipment and I was going to Ev-
erett,” he said.

“It was devastating. Initially, the 
people I knew were the people I was 
bused with,” Johnson said. From his 
recollection, Everett was nearly an all-
white school boasting 1,500 students, 
of which only 150 were black even after 
busing. In elementary school, Johnson 
had been bused from the nearly all-
black Main Street School, near I-496 
and what is now called Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard, to almost all-white 
Pattengill Junior High School, on the 
east side.

“Eventually, I seemed to adjust well 
and played football and ran track at 
Everett. It served me well being around 
people with different backgrounds 
and races,” he said. Johnson graduated 
from Everett with honors and received 
several college scholarship offers. 

Johnson wasn’t the only one who 
wanted to be a “Big Red” at Sexton. 
When Carl Strickland, who is African 
American, who lived on William near 
the old Oldsmobile manufacturing 
plant, was disappointed then he was 
told he’d be bused to Everett.

“At first it was kind of a let-down. All 
my life I wanted to be a Big Red, but 
when I got to Everett, the people were 
good,” he said. Because of his athletic 
prowess, Strickland became a star foot-
ball player and even scored five touch-
downs against his former love, Sexton. 
He was well liked and he was named 
King of the Court his sophomore and 
junior years. 

At one point, Strickland recalled, 
students who were bused to Everett 
were given the option to return to Sex-
ton.

“We had a full bus of 66 students, but 
I was among 13 students who decided 
to stay at Everett. We were still bused, 
but instead of a shiny new bus we end-
ed up in a dusty old little bus,” Strick-
land said.

Children who were bused in the 1970s 
and early ‘80s, who are now in their 50s 
and 60s, considered busing no big deal. 
For parents it was a different story.

Timothy Bowman, who is white and 
attended kindergarten at southside Mt. 
Hope School in walking distance of his 
home, was bused in the first grade to 
Allen Street School on the east side.

“I didn’t know anything about bus-
ing and I thought it was fun,” he said. 
He attended Allen from 1976 to 1979, 
then spent fourth grade at Maplewood 
School, on Cedar Street nearer his 
home. 

Derrick Quinney, a Black former 
Lansing Lansing City Council member, 
had a similar experience when he was 
bused across town as a 10-year-old to 
Forest View School just off of Aurelius 
Road in 1974. After attending Sexton 
High School as a freshman, he was 
bused once again to the newer Harry 
Hill High School on Lansing’s far south 
side despite living only a few blocks 
from Sexton. Hill only operated as a 
high school from 1972 to 1982.

“At Forest View School, we had a 
teacher who called the bused kids who 
were mostly black ‘boobs,’” he said.

“Looking back at being bused now, it 
was a new experience and fun,” he said.

Quinney, who is register of deeds for 
Ingham County, said the open housing 
law, which ended restrictive covenants, 
ultimately led to a lesser need for bus-
ing to achieve racial integration.

Mary Kathleen VanAcker, who is 
white, was living near Post Oak Ele-
mentary School in the eastside Groes-
beck neighborhood, where she had 
attended the school for kindergarten 
through second grade, when her family 
was informed by mail that she would 
be bused to Cedar Street School for 
third grade.

“I remember my mom and dad argu-
ing about it. My mom wanted to send 
me to Resurrection, but my dad wanted 
to keep me in public school,” she said.

VanAcker had quite the journey, at-
tending third and fourth grade at Ce-
dar Street, then returning to Post Oak 
School for fifth grade, and then on 
the bus again in sixth grade to attend 
Grand River School on the north side.

“I remember getting off the bus on 
the first day and there was a group of 
black parents picketing. They were 
as upset as our parents that outsiders 
were being brought into the school.”

Overall, VanAcker said, “Busing was 

good for me. It opened me up to a lot of 
different kids,” she said.

“By the time I got to Eastern High 
School, I knew lots of kids.”

VanAcker’s experience attending 
numerous schools was not atypical 
as nearly each year the school board 
would draw new geographic lines for 
busing. Sometimes this was due to mi-
nority representation rates, court de-
crees, or school closings, which became 
frequent in the ‘80s along with the 
massive relocation of more than 600 
African American families mostly to 
the south side due to the construction 
of I-496 Expressway, which opened 
in 1970. Beginning in the 1960s, Lan-
sing’s population stagnated as families 
fled to the suburbs, accelerated by bus-
ing and the passage of the 1968 Open 
Housing Act. “White flight” happened 
in cities across the U.S.

According to Lansing Community 
College history Professor David Siwik, 
busing may have brought out the worst 
in people. “Previously popular thought 
was racism was a Southern thing, but 
when busing was being implement-
ed in the North “racism was brought 
home,” he said.

Political activist Jesse Jackson may 
have said it best when he was quoted, 
“It’s not busing, it’s us.” A report by the 
National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People was less subtle: 
For shock value, the n-word was added 
after “us.”

Matthew F. Delmont, a Dartmouth 
College professor writing in his 2016 
book “Why Busing Failed: Race, Media 
and the National Resistance to School 
Desegregation,” said it because school 
officials, politicians, the courts and the 
media gave precedence to white parents 
who opposed school desegregation.

 He also wrote: “The majority of white 
Americans never supported civil rights 
if it meant confronting or overturning 
the structures of racial discrimination 
that created and maintained segregated 
schools and neighborhoods. The battle 
over ‘busing’ exposed this truth.”

In essence, busing was a convenient 
political boogeyman that provided cov-
er for parents who didn’t want their kids 
to go to school with black children.

“Historically,” Siwik said, the neigh-
borhood school had been the staple of 
how neighborhoods were organized so 
maintaining neighborhood schools be-
came the battle cry.”

“The rubber met the road relating to 

racism when busing began to mix races 
in schools,” Siwick said.

He also pointed to the fact people 
did not like such a major policy being 
imposed on them similar to the recent 
masking debate across the country.

Lansing’s population, which had 
begun stagnating in the ‘60s, began 
to lose significant numbers to the 
suburbs. School enrollments that re-
flected that flight also began to drop 
precipitously. In the 1968 school year, 
the Lansing School District had a stu-
dent population of 33,398, compared 
to 10,000 today. In 1969 and 1970, 
school enrollment dropped 500 a year; 
in 1972 enrollment dropped 700 stu-
dents, followed by a loss of nearly 1,100 
students in 1973. By 1980, school en-
rollment was at 27,443, a loss of nearly 
6,000 students.

In 1994 Michigan’s Schools of Choice 
law nullified any need to bus within the 
district since the law allowed students 
and parents to choose among different 
schools within the district and also to 
attend schools in other districts. Also, 
in 1994, the charter school law allowed 
schools to operate outside public school 
districts. Today there are more than 300 
charter schools in Michigan.

Busing in Lansing was not fraught 
with the violence seen elsewhere in the 
state or country. In cities like Boston, 
Louisville and St. Louis, violence erupt-
ed over busing. In 1971 several states 
called out the National Guard to quell 
violence. In Pontiac, Michigan, four Ku 
Klux Klan members, including Robert 
Miles, a former Grand Dragon, torched 
10 school buses on Aug. 30, 1971, in 
opposition to busing. All four were con-
victed and sent to prison.

“Busing had to happen,” educator 
Maxine Hankins Cain said. “It had its 
advantages and disadvantages. It was 
an experience white and black kids 
needed, and I needed too.” 

“Kids weren’t that concerned about 
being bused, and they realized they had 
more in common than they thought 
with other kids who didn’t look like 
them. I’m sure it was the first time for 
many to see a black teacher with an Afro 
teaching in their school,” Cain said.

“Busing brought racism to the fore-
front. The North thought it was OK 
in the South, but it became a different 
story when it was in their backyard. It 
opened up my eyes as well,” Cain said.

Busing
from page 19

 These class photos from the Main Street School in 1960 (left) and 1979 (right) show the effects of busing in Lansing in those two decades.

See busing , Page 21
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“It is unfortunate it had to be forced 
by law and the courts,” she said. 

Larry Wellington attended sever-
al different schools, including being 
bused from Kendon Elementary in 
south Lansing to Riddle on the west 
side in the late ‘70s.

 “As a kid, I thought it was cool,” said 
Wellington, who is Hispanic. “I didn’t 
understand segregation, but I thought 
it was great meeting kids from other 
schools.” He also remembers being on 
the mostly black Kappa Express Pop 
Warner Football team.

“If busing hadn’t occurred, we 
wouldn’t have been in a better place,” 
he said.

Marcia Civils, who is African Amer-
ican, lived on West Street. She had 
planned on going to seventh and eighth 
grade at Main Street when her parents 
got a letter telling her she was going 
to be bused to Pattengill Junior High 
School. I was bummed out about that, 
especially not being around my friends, 
but I made new friends,” she said.

Following the recall of the Lan-
sing School Board members, Lansing 
was faced with court challenges and 
decisions that seemingly every year 
changed who was to be bused and to 
what schools. Those challenges would 
continue through the ‘70s. Finality 
came in 1979 when Lansing’s busing 
dispute headed to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, which upheld the lower court 
decision by refusing to hear the appeal 
from a citizens group to prevent bus-

ing.
Politicians nationally and in Michi-

gan actively opposed busing. In 1971, 
Nixon pressed Congress to pass a bill 
banning busing, which was narrowly 
defeated.  Proposals to put a ban on 
busing on the Michigan ballot lan-
guished. 

However, Governor Milliken, who 
was opposed to busing, entered into 
the dispute by suing the City of De-
troit in 1974 over an attempt to enact 
a multi-district busing program in De-
troit and 53 suburban school districts. 
The U.S. Supreme Court, however, 
ruled busing could not take that form.

In the national debate, Sen. Joe Biden 
did not support busing, and nearly 50 
years later in a presidential debate can-
didate. Kamala Harris called him out 
with her “that little girl was me” state-
ment referring to having been bused 
in Berkeley, California. She neglected 
to mention that her experience was 
voluntary since Berkeley did not have 
required busing. Many cities across the 
U.S. attempted to offer voluntary bus-
ing as an alternative but were mostly 
turned down by the courts. Even liberal 
Sen. Hubert Humphrey, D-Minn., had 
proposed two amendments to prohibit 
busing.

Toward the end of the busing era in 
Lansing, Zig Olds, who is white and 
lived in the  Colonial Village area, found 
himself on a bus filled with white kids 
heading to Main Street School. 

Comparing class photos from that 
era elicits some confusing observa-
tions. In the early ‘60s, Main Street 
became nearly a 100 percent Black 
school, which class composites clearly 
show. But by the time Olds attended 
there from 1979-82, the student ratio 
turned from almost all Black to almost 
all white. Black elementary students 
who would have attended Main Street 
had been displaced with their fami-
lies when I-496 was constructed and 
moved mostly to south Lansing. Chil-
dren and parents knew so little about 
schools not in their neighborhood that 
the School District compiled a photo-
graphic album of all schools to show 
what they looked like.

The composites may show busing 
may have been used to fill schools so 
they wouldn’t close due to decreased en-
rollment. This wouldn’t be the first time 
this strategy was used by the Lansing 
Board of Education. As early as 1964 
with the closure of the all-black Lincoln 
School, which was torn down to make 
room for I-496,  and overcrowding at 
Main Street, Black elementary students 

were largely bused to the old Walnut 
Street elementary school.

Studies on the impact of busing on 
desegregation and racism abound and 
though the conclusions are amorphous, 
they generally found that busing had 
little or no impact on white students 
academically and that Black students 
increased academically only slightly. 
One study found that white students 
who had been bused ended up having 
more black friends and romantic inter-
racial relationships.

Terri Mielock-Williams heartily 
agrees with the latter. Having grown 
up in a nearly all-white neighborhood 

Busing
from page 20

Mary Kathleen VanAcker (center in glasses), who grew up in the Groesbeck Neigh-
borhood, attended three different elementary schools because of busing.

Hortense Canady, the first African 
American elected to the Lansing School 
Board, was one of five recalled by 
voters in 1972 because they supported 
busing for desegregation.

Larry Wellington, who is Hispanic, played 
for the mostly black Kappa Express Pop 
Warner football team.  “It was great 
meeting kids from other schools,” he 
said about busing.

See busing , Page 22

Best 
Dance 
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2023 City Council Meeting Schedule
Regular Meetings

Hannah Community Center, Banquet Hall, 7:00 p.m.
Discussion Only Meetings

Hannah Community Center, Banquet Hall, 7:00 p.m.

1. January 10
2. January 17
3. January 24
4. February 7
5. February 14
6. February 21
7. March 7
8. March  14
9. March 21
10. April 4
11. April 11

12. April 18
13. May 9
14. May 16
15. May 23
16. June 6
17. June 13
18. June 20
19. July 11
20. August 15
21. September 5
22. September 12

23. September 19
24. October 3
25. October 10
26. October 17
27. November 14
28. November 28
29. Desember 5
30. December 12

CP#22-243

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Special Use Permit #22111 (Douglas J)
Notice of Application

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian will 
hold a public hearing on Monday, November 14, 2022 at 7:00 p.m., in the Meridian Township 
Municipal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, to hear all persons 
interested in a request from Douglas J to construct landscape beds, ramps, and steps in a 
floodplain on their property, located at 4663 Ardmore Avenue, Okemos, MI  48864. The 
approximately 1.33-acre parcel is zoned C-2 – Commercial. 
Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday. Written comments may be sent prior to the Planning Commis-
sion, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by 
email to shorkey@meridian.mi.us, or at the public hearing..

Deborah Guthrie
                  October 26, 2022                               Township Clerk

CP#22-244

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: SPECIAL USE PERMIT #22111

(DOUGLAS J)
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2022

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Special Use Permit #22101 (Connector Trail – Phase I)
Notice of Application

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian will 
hold a public hearing on Monday, November 14, 2022 at 7:00 p.m., in the Meridian Township 
Municipal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, to hear all persons 
interested in a request from Meridian Township’s Engineering Department to construct Phase 
I of the MSU to Lake Lansing Connector Trail.  The trail is being constructed within 
easements and Township owned property along the north side of the Red Cedar River 
between Hagadorn Road and Grand River Avenue. 
Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday. Written comments may be sent prior to the Planning Commis-
sion, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by 
email to shorkey@meridian.mi.us, or at the public hearing..

Deborah Guthrie
                  October 26, 2022                                 Township Clerk

CP#22-245

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: SPECIAL USE PERMIT #22101

(CONNECTOR TRAIL – PHASE I)
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2022

of Groesbeck, she attended Post Oak El-
ementary School until the third grade. 
when she was bused to High St. Elemen-
tary School for fourth and fifth grade. In 
sixth grade she was bused to Grand River 
Elementary in north Lansing.

“Being bused totally opened up 
my world and it even opened up my 
world to socio-economic differences,” 
Mielock-Williams said.

“Being bused “helped me normalize 
people who are not just like me, and 
busing was an integral part of my life,” 
she said. Meilock-Williams married a 
Black man and has a 19-year-old bira-
cial daughter and a tri-racial daugh-
ter.

Nicole Hannah-Jones, an architect 
of The New York Times “1619 Project,” 
which reframes the Black experience 
in America, wrote:

“That we even use the word “busing” 
to describe what was in fact court-or-
dered school desegregation, and that 
Americans of all stripes believe that 
the brief period in which we actually 
tried to desegregate our schools was a 
failure, speaks to one of the most suc-

cessful propaganda campaigns of the 
last half century. Further, it explains 
how we have come to be largely silent 

— and accepting — of the fact that 65 
years after the Supreme Court struck 
down school segregation in Brown v. 
Board of Education, Black children 
are as segregated from white students 
as they were in the mid-1970s.” 

Timothy Bowman, pictured here, saved 
his busing card. “I didn’t know anything 
about busing and I thought it was fun,” 
he said.

Busing
from page 21
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

By SARAH SPOHN 
Born in Taipei, Taiwan, in 1984, co-

median Ed Hill wasn’t exposed to much 
funny business growing up. But once he 
was introduced to the craft, his love for 
the art form rapidly grew into a truly 
unique tale.  

 “In my culture, comedy isn’t a medi-
um where we do our art. It’s not even a 
profession, so this is kind of a rare occur-

rence,” recalled 
Hill, who per-
forms  Thursday, 
Nov. 3, at The 
Robin Theatre.  
“Stand-up com-
edy just wasn’t 
a thing in my 
culture. We had 
comedic movies 
and things like 
that, but during 
my second year 
of university, my 
friend dragged 

me into his dorm to watch a movie.”  
Serendipitously, the movie happened 

to be an envelope-pushing Chris Rock 
stand-up special. His mind was blown. 

“I didn’t know you could say these 
things on stage,” said Hill, whose fam-
ily migrated to Vancouver when he was 
10-years-old. “I didn’t know you could 
do this as a profession. It was eye-open-
ing and completely mind-blowing. I was 
immediately drawn since that moment.” 

While attending graduate school at 
Simon Fraser University, Hill took the 
next step and signed up for stand-up 
classes. Fast forward to today, and Hill 
is the first comedian of Taiwanese-Ca-
nadian descent to drop a one-hour spe-
cial following the release of his “Candy 
& Smiley” special. The conversational 
set, named after his parents, received a 
positive response and was named “Best 
of 2021” by NPR and one of the “Top 
15 Comedy Specials of 2021” by Paste 
Magazine.   

As for The Robin Theatre show, Hill 
said attendees can expect to hear bru-
tally honest deliveries throughout the 
90-minute event, which also features 
Michigan comedians Mike Geeter and 
Richard Mathis. 

“I don’t hide much stuff in my life,” 
Hill said. “You’ll hear intimate details 
and aspects of my life that tap into who 
I am. Hopefully, that’s what resonates 
with the people. We all go through 
pretty similar things as human beings. 
That’s one thing I’m trying to capture: 

Photo by Brandon Hart 

Ed Hill, an award-winning, internationally-touring comic performs at The Robin Theatre 
Thursday, Nov. 3, as a part of the Mike Geeter & Friends Comedy Show. 

The Mike Geeter 
& Friends Comedy 
Show, starring          
Ed Hill 
The Robin Theatre 
1105 S. Washington Ave. 
Lansing 
Thursday, Nov. 3 
Doors at 7 p.m., 
show at 7:30 p.m. 
$25, two-for-$40 in 
advance 
kingedhill.com

Tragedy plus time 
Comedian Ed Hill brings an intimate stand-up set to REO Town 

what it’s like to be a human being.” 
And while the emerging comedian 

still calls Canada home, he now spends 
ample time in airports. From the San 
Francisco Comedy Festival to the Hong 
Kong Comedy Festival, his craft is 
honed across the globe. Beyond that, 
he’s also appeared on TED Talks and 
his tweets have been featured on “The 
Tonight Show Jimmy Fallon,” The Huff-
ington Post and BuzzFeed.  

Of course, like most comics, it was 
a bumpy road to this success story. He 

slowly learned how to cater to any audi-
ence, no matter the location.  

“I bombed for 15 shows straight be-
cause I realized people don’t know what 
I’m talking about, like 10 miles past 
any direction of my city,” he said. “I was 
talking about local things, so I had to re-
vamp all my material.” 

After some initial lackluster crowd 
responses, Hill experienced self-doubt, 
so he called his then-girlfriend (now-
wife) and expressed his concern. She 
reassured him it was just growing pains, 

and this was the path he was meant for.  
“I kept doing it. It brings a sense of 

participation for me,” he said. “My dad 
always taught me that if you want to do 
something, do it all the way. If you’re go-
ing to participate, participate fully with 
all of your being. I think my all-the-way 
is through comedy. 

“It’s one way for me to tell my story,” 
he added. “Sometimes, the stories I’m 
telling are not easy to tell. There are 
some stories I don’t want to revisit, but 
it’s a way for me to challenge myself and 
face those things.” 

The new set Hill is bringing to REO 
Town features content predominantly 
around his relationships with the wom-
en in his life, such as his grandmother, 
mother and wife.  

“Obviously, there are also many in-
tricacies in there as well, and there are 
many things about racism, too. Also, 
a big part is about heartbreak. Some-
times, things don’t turn out the way 
you want them to,” he said. “The theme 
is about self-acceptance and self-love. I 
do bring up love initially in the show 
as a romantic love between two peo-
ple, but it moves into the deepest form 
of love — the one where you can love 
yourself.” 

Although the topics are heavy, Hill 
said the art of comedy is to be able to 
talk about profound subjects in a way 
that’s relatable and funny for everyone.

“My mother-in-law probably put this 
best with, ‘’How can somebody be so 
smart and so dumb at the same time?’ 
That’s sort of the approach I take,” Hill 
laughed. “It can be serious, but it’s also 
very juvenile at the same time. That’s 
where the house will digest these con-
cepts and some incredibly sad things. 
That’s the thing — comedy is tragedy 
plus time. That’s the art of comedy and 
the fine line I walk on.” 

Despite not having any represen-
tation, or similar comic role models  
growing up, Hill said he hopes his au-
thenticity can serve as an inspiration to 
others just starting.  

“I hope I am a representation for 
my community. I hope I’m not a mark 
of shame,” he joked. “It’s not for me to 
decide, it’s for my community to decide. 
All I can do is be true to myself, and do 
what I can do best. Hopefully, that res-
onates with the people. Every time I try 
to do something that deviates from who 
I am, it comes out as non-authentic, not 
genuine and becomes a disaster.” 
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Liskey’s Auto & Truck Service
(517) 484-0100
www.liskeys.com

119 S. Larch St, Lansing
Mon - Fri: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM

$10 OFF
Any Purchase of 

$100 or More

$5 OFF
Any Wheel Repair

@Liskeys
Sign up for our 
email specials!

Vote For Us!
Best Auto Repair

Expires 11/5/2022

Expires 11/5/2022

El Azteco
1016 W Saginaw St, Lansing

(West Location Only)

Vote for Us!
Best

Margarita
Mexican - non-chain

Nachos
Tacos

Ask about our Lunch 
and dinner enchiladas 

specials for $9.50

Lunch/dinner specials 
M-Th all day, Fri. lunch 

special ends 5 pm

Happy Hour
M-F, 2-5 pm -$0.50 

off glass,
$1.00 off pitchers

Rent our completely
 remodeled 

Banquet room. 
Coming Soon.

$5.00 

off 
$25.00 

(food only)

 M-Th All Day
Friday til 4 pm

Expires 11/30/22

New to the menu:
Taco Tuesday's, $10.00 
taco plates, chicken or 

ground beef

Buy 2 taco's and get one 
free, chicken or ground 

beef $7.00.

Breakfast menu

Fiesta Margaritas $3.75 
M-Th all day, Fri. til 5 pm

RUNSIGNUP.COM/SILVERBELLS

PRESENTING SPONSOR

FACEBOOK.COM/SILVERBELLSINTHECITY @SILVERBELLSLANS

COORDINATED BY SUPPORTING SPONSORS

Ho

Monday-Saturday 10AM to 6PM
Sunday 12PM to 5PM

319 E.  Cesar  Chavez Ave. ,  Lansing 48906 
(517)  999 0399   BradlysHG.com

F R E E  G i f t  B o x i n g  o n  a n y  i t e m  t h a t  f i t s  o u r  b o x e s .   
C u s t o m  G i f t  B a s k e t s  a v a i l a b l e .

Sign up at 
lansingcitypulse.com

for our
Email 

Newsletter

& Get the & Get the 
Digital EditionDigital Edition

in your in your InboxInbox  
FREEFREE by  by 6AM6AM

Every Wednesday!Every Wednesday!

We work hard to keep you 
informed and 

up to date on the issues that 
matter most to you.

Stay aware with local news 
right at your fingertips!
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By TODD HEYWOOD 
The water-based haze hanging over 

the stage in Williamston Theater’s pro-
duction of “The Magnolia Ballet Part 1” 
begins to transport the audience to an 

ethereal world where the 
living and the dead connect, 

communicate 
and live.  

This roll-
ing world 
p r e m i e r e , 
written by Il-
linois-based 

playwright Terry Guest, is being per-
formed in Williamston and other the-
aters as part of the National New Play 
Network. The collaboration will allow 
Guest to polish the words and the story 
for publication. It also allows him to see 
how audiences in various communities 
connect with the work. The Williamston 
production is co-produced with Plow-
shares Theater Co. in Detroit.  

Guest notes in his biography that writ-
ers like Tennessee Williams influenced 
him, and it shows in this gorgeous “goth-
ic fable.” The characters have a haunting 
lyrical quality to their words and move-
ment. As a whole, the intimacy of the 
theater, the simple set and subtle but im-

portant sound effects create an entirely 
new world in Georgia near a river and a 
march. 

But without the extraordinary per-
formances of four actors, the new world 
might fall flat. Scott Norman as 
Ezekiel Mitchell V, and other 
roles, commands the stage with a 
presence of a father torn between 
the past of violence and exploita-
tion to learn from his father and 
find a new path to support his son, 
Ezekiel Mitchell VI. It is through 
Ezekiel VI’s experience that the 
story unfolds. Performed with 
simplicity and innocence, Stefon 
Funderburke reels the audience 
into the collisions of past and present. He 
discovers the deeper secrets of his family. 
Those secrets are a comfort, not a terror, 
for his character. Playing against Funder-
burke is Timothy Hackbarth, a pot-smok-
ing son of a white supremacist family.  

The narrative is beautifully stitched to-
gether and connected through time and 
place by an extraordinary performance 
of Jesse Boyd-Williams as the apparition. 
But this character is so much more than 
a ghost. He is the living embodiment of 
generational violence and racial hate. 
His embrace is also the embrace of men 

taught by society not to touch in intimate 
ways. Each time he enters the scene, his 
movement is graceful and deliberate. 
Even when standing and watching the 
relationship between his ancestral family 
members, a gentle hand movement aids 
in the illusion that this ghost is not quite 
corporeal. His presence is so strong that 

even when not 
on stage, one can 
easily imagine 
him watching 
from a corner, 
waiting until he 
is needed next to 
nudge his family a step forward. 

This is not a traditional play. It relies 
heavily on movements and sounds gen-
erated onstage by the actors. The move-
ment of each character is essential to the 
storytelling’s power, making each char-
acter a real, living, breathing person on 

the stage. People we care about.  
As with Guest’s influencer Tennessee 

Williams, this production is both truth 
of now and a warning of the past and 
future. Williams could find essential hid-
den and powerful emotions, and Guest 
exceeds his role model. This script is tight 
and careful in words. Nothing happens 

or is said that does not 
resonate with another 
moment in the play 
— connecting each of 
the characters in the 
past and into their fu-
tures.  

The use of faggot 
and the n-word are 
powerful. They are 
not only necessary to 
the story’s unfolding 
relationships — they 
are essential to un-
derstanding the past, 
present and future. 
They serve as the basic 
ground on which this 
gothic fable must stand 

to tell the story of the two different Mitch-
ell families. Without them, the magical 
trip into an ethereal world of Georgia by 
the marsh and the river where two young 
men struggle to find identity, connection 
and ultimately disconnection would not 
resonate in the audience’s hearts. 

By MARY CUSACK 
Peppermint Creek Theatre Co. has 

never shied away from a challenge, and 
its decision to open the 2022-‘23 season 

with the musical “Merrily 
We Roll Along” continues 

that tradi-
tion. “Mer-
rily” is about 
three best 
friends who 
splinter apart 

as one of them trades artistic integrity 
for popular success. Frank (James Cur-
tis) and Charley (Josh Martin) are life-
long friends who settle in New York City 
in 1957 with hopes of writing musicals 
that can inspire change in the world. 
They meet Mary (Dinah DeWald), an 
inspiring writer who immediately un-
derstands their vision, and the three be-
come pinky-swear besties. 

All good things must come to an end, 
though, and the trio is slowly torn apart 
over the next two decades as Frank makes 
one bad, selfish decision after another. 
Frank is a weak-willed people-pleaser 
who chooses to please the wrong people. 

Review

Review

Courtesy Photo

Josh Martin as Charley 
Kringas, Dinah DeWald as 
Mary Flynn and James Curtis 
as Frank Shepard in “Merrily 
We Roll Along” at Peppermint 
Creek Theater Company.  

‘Merrily We Roll Along’ delivers a lasting impression  
This musical has an interesting his-

tory, and it may benefit audiences to 
research the work before attending. 
With the powerhouse duo of Stephen 
Sondheim and Hal Prince driving the 
production, “Merrily” would seemingly 
be a sure-fire hit. However, when it de-
buted on Broadway in 1981, the musical 
was panned and closed after 16 perfor-
mances.  

Part of the issue may have been in 
the story’s structure, which is told in re-
verse. The play opens with the spectac-
ular disaster of a 1970s Hollywood elite 
party during which Mary and Frank end 
their friendship. Working backward, we 
see how Frank destroys key relation-
ships as he is seduced by success, money 
and women.  

While the backwards storytelling 
might be a bit confusing for some, it is 
extremely effective in driving home the 
heartbreak of the outcome. The final 
scene is one of youthful naïve optimism 
as Frank, Charley and Mary commit to 
supporting each other in artistic pur-
suit, made all the more poignant know-
ing what is to come in their lives.  

The opening number clearly lays out a 
key theme about recognizing when one’s 
life goes astray as it asks, “How did you 
get to be here/What was the moment?” 
As the story unwinds, we learn there 
isn’t one moment but a host of chanc-

es and choices that lead to 
one’s downfall.  

Although the entire cast is 
solid, there are several per-
formances of note. Perhaps 
the single most challenging 

song is “Franklin Shephard, Inc.” Martin 
absolutely kills during this fast and furi-
ous number, as Charley eviscerates Frank 
on a live talk show. As the Broadway diva 
Gussie Carnegie, Meghan Malusek is 
stunning and cunning. Curtis is a perfect 
Frank, handsome and charming yet clear-
ly vulnerable to the wrong influences.  

Special mention must be made of 
Kate Koskinen’s 
amazing costuming, 
particularly the period 
dresses that the female 
cast enjoys. Eye candy 
of that quality perfect-
ly balances the sparse 
set. 

“Merrily We Roll 
Along” didn’t spawn 
any hit songs that 
leave one humming on 
the way to the car, and 
it may be a challenge 
to endure two and a 
half hours in a plas-
tic folding chair. For 
those who want a story 
to digest long after the 
experience, though, 
Peppermint Creek’s 
production delivers. 

Peppermint Creek 
Theatre Co. 
“Merrily We Roll Along” 
Performances through Oct. 30 
Lansing Media Center 
2500 S. Washington Ave., Lansing 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday: 8 
p.m. 
Sunday: 2 p.m. 
Tickets start at $20  
(Senior, military and student 
discounts available) 
517-927-3016 
peppermintcreek.org 

Courtesy Photo 

Timothy Hackbarth as Danny Mitchell, 
Stefon Funderburke as Ezekiel Mitchell 
VI, Scott Norman as Ezekiel Mitchell V 
and Jesse Boyd-Williams in “The Magnolia 
Ballet Part I” at The Williamston Theatre.

Williamston Theater 
“The Magnolia Ballet, 
Part 1”  
Performances through Nov. 6 
Thursdays, Fridays, and 
Saturdays: 8 p.m. 
Saturdays: 3 p.m. 
Sundays: 2 p.m. 
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston 
williamstontheatre.org 

Gothic fable is moving and surreal 
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By BILL CASTANIER 
When Kai Harris got the news her 

book “What the Fireflies Knew” was re-
viewed in The New York Times, she said, 

“It was surreal.” 
For a book by a 
first-time au-
thor to be re-
viewed in the 
Times is like 
winning the 
lottery.  

Harris’ debut 
novel is a real-

istic coming-of-age story of a Black girl 
and her older sister who are sent to live 
with their grandfather in Lansing fol-
lowing the death of their father.  

Although the book is a work of fic-
tion, Harris, who grew up in Detroit, 
did spend summers with her grandfa-
ther in Lansing when she was a child, 
and those summer experiences provide 
a believable sense of place for the setting 
of the book. 

Harris is one of a long string of no-
table writers who have emerged from 
the Western Michigan University doc-
toral program in creative writing.  She 
received the university’s Gwen Frostic 
Creative Writing Award in Fiction for 
her short story “While We Live.” She 
lives in California with her husband and 
children, where she is an assistant pro-

Kai Harris 
Reading & Book signing for 
“What the Fireflies Knew 
Tuesday, Nov. 1 
Capital Area District 
Library 
401 S Capitol Ave, Lansing 
7 p.m., FREE

ArtByNevin Art_By_Nevin

nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655 

FREE

1905

Illustrations • Murals • Graphic Design
Signs • Banners • T-Shirts •Logos

As Seen On the Cover of CityPulse

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION
EFFECTIVE

MEDIATION

Find us on 
Facebook 

and Instagram!
Curious Book Shop
307 E. Grand River, E. Lansing

Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Sun. 12-5 
332-0112  w We validate parking

 curiousbooks.com

Archives Book Shop
519 W. Grand River, E. Lansing

Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 12-5
332-8444 w Free Parking

thearchivesbookshop@gmail.com
We have books you 
always wanted but 
never knew existed!
Quality Used Books 

at Great Prices!

Quality Used Books 
at  Great Prices!

We have books 
you always 

wanted but never 
knew existed!

fessor of creative writing at 
Santa Clara University. 

Inspired by real-life ex-
periences of staying with 
her grandfather in Lansing 
as a preteen, Harris’ debut 
novel is the ultimate story 
of family love, loss and ex-
periences of Black girlhood. 
“What the Fireflies Knew” 
is told from the perspective 
of 11-year-old Kenyatta Ber-
nice (KB), who has just lost 
her father to an overdose. 
Her mother, unable to cope 
with the significant loss, 
sends KB and her sister Nia 
to Lansing. As the summer 
turns to fall, the children begin to worry 
that they have been abandoned. 

Harris’ novel has garnered several 
accolades since being published earlier 
this year from Buzzfeed, Essence, NBC-
News.com and more. It was also select-
ed as a Marie Claire Book Club pick 
and was longlisted on The Center for 
Fiction’s 2022 First Novel Prize. Mean-
while, early reviews have compared the 
work to Angie Thomas’ “The Hate U 
Give.” 

Harris’ book deftly plumbs a com-
mon theme of family secrets and how 
they inform and present us in a contem-
porary world. In the book, KB slowly 
learns some older family history that 
has spilled over into her and Nia’s life. 
How the discovery will affect them is 
the book’s overriding theme, which is 
set in the ’90s. 

Despite taking place in the ‘90s, pro-
nounced racism is woven into the novel 
as KB discovers that not all parents em-
brace having their children play with a 
Black girl. The girl’s grandfather, a mys-
terious, mercurial character, helps them 
navigate this complex world and puts 
them on a path toward independence.  

The book, which is suitable for both 
adults and young adults to read sepa-
rately and together, shows how deter-
mination, luck and positive adult re-
inforcement can all be part of growing 
up. 

Harris, who is well into her second 
book now, is in the enviable and scary 
position of having written a major first-
time book. She knows it is important 
to avoid the “sophomore” jinx that’s af-
fected many writers. The phrase “what’s 
next” is not one young writers especially 
want to hear. 

Harris said although the book is set 
in a real place where she and her sister 
spent summers, it is not autobiograph-
ical. Harris said she used her favorite 
children’s book, “Anne of Green Gables,” 
as a thematic template for her book, re-
leased earlier this year. 

Harris’ appearance at CADL will be 
the first time in a couple of years since 
Covid blocked in-person appearances. 

Also on the horizon is spoken word 
artist Will Langford, who will read 
from his new poetry collection, “De-
troit: Workers, Teachers, Lovers,” at 7 
p.m., Nov. 4 at the RCAH Theatre Sny-
der-Phillips Hall at Michigan State Uni-
versity. The event is free, and parking is 
free on campus after 6 p.m. Langford, 
who goes by the moniker “The Poet,” is 
the founder of the MSU Slam Team and 
is a Ph.D. student in the College of Ed-
ucation. 

Courtesy photo 

Kai Harris’ new book, “What the Fireflies Knew,” is set in Lansing in the 1990s. 

Detroiter pens
Lansing tale

Kai Harris debuts with acclaimed novel
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By LUCAS HENKEL 
Last week I wrote about some of the 

current hottest edibles on the local market. 
This week, I’m turning the heat up a few 
hundred degrees and talking about my fa-
vorite form of cannabis: concentrates.  

Concentrates, often called “dabs” or 
“wax,” are commonly created when THC 
is extracted from cannabis using butane 
or another solvent to form a semi-solid, 
incredibly potent product. It can come 
in various textures — such as shatter, 
budder and crumble, to name a few — 
and different extraction methods can 
yield different results, like using ice wa-
ter to create tasty hash-rosin.  

Regardless of texture, a little bit of 
concentrate goes a long way. Most con-
centrates on the market right now test 
between 65% and 90% THC. That’s a 
considerable leap from the cannabis 
flower, which typically taps out around 
30% THC, depending on the grower 
and genetics.  
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in Review:  
Terple Gang

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub. 

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds. 

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too. 

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor. 

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell. 

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.” 

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high. 

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high. 

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%. 

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.” 

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button. 

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output. 

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week. 

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year. 

Here’s a look at a few of them: 
Terple Gang — Bombulan 
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder. 

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed. 

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips. 

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry 
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes. 

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks. 

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too. 

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies 
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes. 

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty. 

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap. 

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com. 

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Concentrates
Hot in here 

Turning up the heat with concentrates   

Orange Kush Cake Live Resin:
Fresh Coast Extracts 
Fresh Coast's cornerstone product is 

its live resin — a concentrate created by 
using cannabis flower flash-frozen im-
mediately after its harvest. This process 
helps preserve the terpenes in the canna-
bis and produces a more flavorful smoke.  

If you were to 
look up “live res-
in” in my weed 
dictionary, Fresh 
Coast’s Orange 
Kush Cake Live 
Resin would be 
pictured next to 
it. This tasty hy-
brid strain has 
a rich lineage: a 
cross of Wedding 
Cake, Sour Tang-
ie and Sour Jilly. 
It has an aro-

ma of oranges, sour candy and black 
pepper — a great combination, in my 
opinion. I am not a person who usu-
ally enjoys cannabis with sativa-dom-
inant strains in their lineage, so I was 
pleasantly surprised at how much I 
loved Orange Kush Cake. It provides a 
mood-boosting cerebral high that’s eu-
phoric and not heart-racing. 

Death Rattle Cured Resin: 
Redbud Roots 
Cured resin is another form of con-

centrate that uses dried and cured can-
nabis plant material. The result isn’t as 
terpene-heavy as live resin, but it typi-
cally has a higher concentration of THC. 
Simply put, cured resin tests at a higher 
THC percentage than live resin. That 
said, Redbud Root’s Death Rattle Cured 
Resin is a faultlessly potent indica that’s 
great for pain relief. This strain is in-
credibly gassy and hits hard, probably 
due to its Motorbreath lineage, so it’s an 
excellent choice for the veteran smokers 
out there who are looking to relax after 
a long day.  

See Lansterdam, Page 29

TOP OF THE TOWN 
2022 CONTEST

VOTING ROUND 2

BEST HYBRID: 
MOONBOW

BEST INDICA: 
DON MEGA

BEST INDICA: 
RAINBOW BELTS

BEST SATIVA: 
LUNAR LEMON

BEST GROWING 
BRAND

BEST CBD 
STORE

BEST PROVISIONING CENTER

VOTE FOR US UNTIL NOV 1ST!



28 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • October 26, 2022

OUNCES

REC + MED
1234 E GRAND RIVER

EAST LANSING

THRU OCTOBER 31 
$69, $79, & $99 

 BULK DEALS 

 VAPE DEALS

FLOWER DEALS 

FRUIT & FUEL

2/$50 
2G DISPOSABLES

 EDIBLE DEALS 

FRUIT & FUEL

2/$25
INFUSED PREROLLS

3/$15

100 MG GUMMIES

VOTE FOR

EAST LANSING
CITY PULSE TOP OF THE TOWN

DEALS

HALLOWEEN
EVENTS

  FREE OZ FRIDAY 

10/21 & 10/28 

 COSTUME CONTEST 

TRUNK OR TREAT 

Free 10mg edible +
candy with curbside 

10/24  - 10/26 
9 AM to 1 PM

10/28  -  10/31 

See store for details
       for a chance to win 
       a free ounce!

Take a selfie in store
       to be entered to win 
       an ounce and more 
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Singapore Sling Hash Rosin:
Pleasantrees  
Hash rosin is made by combining 

high heat and immense pressure. Ter-
pene and cannabinoid-rich oil (resin) 
are forced out of the cannabis plant ma-
terial using a rosin press. When done 
correctly, rosin is highly potent and rich 
in terpenes and cannabinoids. This pro-
cess, and the fact that hash rosins are 
typically made without solvents, has led 
many canna connoisseurs to describe 
hash rosin as the purest form of can-
nabis concentrates. Pleasantrees Sin-

Lansterdam
from page 27

gapore Sling hash rosin is no exception. 
This strain crosses Tiki Cookies and 
Creamsicle, two strains known for their 
sweet and fruity terpenes. Reportedly, 
this eases nausea and anxiety.  

Stoner Gadget Review: 
Terp Timer by Octave  
$99 
octavehightech.com  
For dabheads looking to step up 

their concentrate game, I recommend 
checking out the Terp Timer by Oc-
tave. As stated on the California-based 
company’s website, the Terp Timer is a 
“desktop wireless thermal sensor that 
allows you to dial in the exact tempera-
ture when concentrating.”  

Users can adjust the Terp Timer to 
their ideal dabbing temperature (in 
Celsius or Fahrenheit) and then press 
another button to activate the small red 
light from the top of the device. After 
torching/heating up the banger of a 
dab rig, users then place the Terp Timer 
under their heated banger and align it 
with the small red light emitting from 
the device. The Terp Timer’s alarm will 
sound when the banger has reached the 
temperature the user selected.  

I know what you’re probably won-
dering: why does this matter, and why 

should I care? Terpenes, the part of the 
cannabis plant that’s responsible for 
the aroma and characteristics of can-
nabis, are delicate and can scorch eas-
ily. If a dab is too hot, it can lead to a 
burnt-tasting dab and could potentially 
hurt your lungs. Knowing the correct 
temperatures that certain terpenes va-
porize at will ensure you get great, fla-
vorful dabs every time while also ensur-
ing you don’t scorch yourself. 

According to Leafly, 545-570 degrees 
Fahrenheit is a good overall range for 
most dabs, especially live resin, sugar 
resin, shatter, crumble and rosin.  

Dabbing these types of concentrates 
in this range will completely vaporize 
the dab, capturing its flavor, potency 
and essence without scorching or com-
busting any of the heat-sensitive ter-
penes. Hash rosin and other solvent-
less concentrates, on the other hand, 
are a little more delicate and should 
be enjoyed at a lower temperature of 
500-545°F. With the Terp Timer, you 
can perfect your dabbing experience 
down to the last degree.  Courtesy photo 

The Terp Timer from octavehightech.com

By TODD HEYWOOD 
Good ensemble comedy requires tight 

timing, connected actors and clear di-
rection. “Fabulation, or the 
Re-Education of Undine,” 

at Riverwalk 
T h e a t e r , 
stands just on 
the threshold 
of delivering 
this serio-
comedy at a 

perfect level. But it falls just short be-
cause of timing issues, clunky line deliv-
eries, unprojected voices and overbear-
ing sound. 

In short, “Fabula-
tion” is part class reality 
check, part family com-
edy and all love. Lynn 
Nottage’s script has mo-
ments of astonishing 
power, beautiful self-re-
alizations and moments 
of heart for the heroine.  

Vanessa Mashangara, 
as Undine, is charming and vulnerable. 
Her performance as the once go-to pub-
lic relations person in New York City to 
an expectant mother who has lost ev-

erything is delivered to near perfection 
with asides to the audience, containing 
fear and self-possessed confidence. It’s 
a nuanced and beautifully delivered 
performance around which the plot re-
volves. However, during the first act of 
Sunday's performance, her performance 
suffered from a lack of vocal clarity. That 
changed in act two.  

The ensemble plays a variety of roles. 
From a Yoruba priest to a flustered ad-
ministrative assistant and, of course, 
Undine’s family, whom she declared 
dead in a “misquote” in a magazine ar-
ticle because she was ashamed of them. 

Some of the performances 
shine, and some teeter on 
the edge. 

As Undine’s grand-
mother, Janell Hall deliv-
ers a potent performance 
as a woman with a secret. 
Revealing more would re-
veal plot twists. She shines 
as the human services case-
worker who mixes up the 

forms and is a drone at her job. She’s 
condescending, cruel and dismissive in 
a way that makes Undine’s attempt to 
get medical care from the state real, but 

with humor and heart. The scene is not 
to be missed.  

As Undine’s security guard brother, 
Norrlyn-Michael William Allen explodes 
into a beautiful, powerful spoken-word 
monologue about the state of the world. 
It’s an extraordinary mo-
ment, but the power is lost 
because, up to that point, 
Allen’s character has no hint 
of broiling conflict brewing 
in his mind.  

Perhaps the actor who 
steals the show with small 
but important moments is 
Jordan Taylor. His Yoruba 
priest and other characters 
are fully fleshed-out human 
beings. He delivers not only 
with extraordinary comedic 
timing but with humani-
ty. He’s a joy to watch on 
stage. Unfortunately, part 
of his priest performance is 
drowned out by the music. 

Director Rose Jangmi 
Cooper generally has staged a fine per-
formance. However, her handling of 
the difficult thrust stage at Riverwalk 
diminishes the production, leaving the 

audience on the sides unable to hear 
and dismally complicated placements 
with actors missing their light.  

The simple set by Tom Ferris is just 
that: simple. Two platforms at the back 
of the stage and a projection screen.  

Two more weeks of rehearsal would 
have taken this show from good to ex-
traordinary, allowing Cooper to tight-

‘Fabulation’ stretches for fabulous, returns with good

Riverwalk Theatre  
“Fabulation: Or the 
Re-Education of Undine”  
Oct. 27: 7 p.m.  
Oct. 28 and 29: 8 p.m.  
Oct. 30: 2 p.m.  
228 Museum Dr., Lansing 
riverwalktheatre.com

Review

en the rhythm, speed up set chang-
es and propel the audience through 
Undine’s — and our — re-education 
of life.  

Courtesy photo 

Undine, played by Vanessa Mazhangara (left), and 
assistant Stephe, played by Jillian Tosolt, in "Fabulation, 
or the Re-Education of Undine." 
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By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
String quartets are so 19th century. 

Saxophone quartets are the room-swell-
ing, bone-buzzing, shape-shifting ve-
hicle of choice for many of the 21st 
century’s most vital and compelling 
composers.

Virtuosic, Chicago-based saxophone 
quartet Nois, featuring Michigan State 
University alumni Jordan Lulloff and 
Julian Velasco, is blowing into town 
this week for a spectacular demonstra-
tion.  

Friday, they’ll join MSU’s Wind Sym-
phony for a tornado-inside-a-cyclone 
concerto. Monday, the quartet takes the 
stage with the adventurous new music 
ensemble Musique 21 in a tricky, treat-
filled Holloween concert featuring fab-
ulous singer-composer Annika Socolof-
sky’s “I Tell You Me.”

Nois is not the only saxophone quartet 
out there, but there is only one Annika So-
colofsky. A mesmerizing performer, think-
er, feminist and teacher based in Boulder, 
Colorado, Socolofsky commands up a 
spine-tingling range of utterances, from 
guttural growls to ineffable, moth-wing 
tremors, in a style she calls “avant-folk,” 
and she’ll be on hand Monday to per-
form the vocal part herself.

“It’s amazing working with her,” 
Lulloff said. “It’s pretty unique work-
ing with a composer as a performer. 
You can ask questions and try new 
things right on the spot.” Socolofsky 
wrote “I Tell You Me” for Nois in 
2019. It’s part of a series of “femi-
nist rager lullabies,” as the compos-
er calls them, in which she reaches 
into familiar lullabies and nursery 
rhymes, like so many cute pink 
jammies, and yanks them inside 
out, flipping sugar and spice into 
fire and ice.

Nois and Socolofsky gave the 
song cycle its world premiere at 
Chicago’s avant-garde Ear Taxi Fes-
tival in October 2021.  Out of more 
than 50 works Nois has premiered 
since the group formed six years 
ago, Lulloff said Socolofsky’s music 
was one of the “two or three most 
remarkable.”

“She combines lush melodies 
and harmonies with multiphonics 
and electronics,” Lulloff said. “It 
sounds, at times, like there are eight 

saxophones and four vocalists.”
Monday’s Musique 21 concert con-

tinues Nois’s fruitful collaboration with 
Brooklyn-based, New Zealand-born 
composer Gemma Peacocke, which be-
gan “way back in 2018,” as Lulloff put it.

“Dwalm,” a haunting and sneakily 
dense meditation Peacocke wrote for 
Nois, hit a nerve with audiences and 
has become a widespread favorite in the 
saxophone quartet world. 

“We performed it about 60 or 70 
times,” Lulloff said. Feeling that the 
piece had “run its course,” Nois asked 
Peacocke for something new, and she 
came up with “Hazel,” also on Monday’s 
Musique 21 slate. 

Nois premiered “Hazel” at Princeton 
University, where Peacocke is studying, 
in April 2022 and played it again two 
months later at the Bang on a Can Long 
Play Festival in Brooklyn. Monday’s 
performance will be the third.

“It’s been a very rewarding collabora-
tion,” Lulloff said.

“Severance,” an ambitious concerto 
for sax 
q u a r t e t 
and wind 
sympho-
ny, is al-
together 
different 
in scale, 
s o u n d 
and con-

ception. The concerto will be the cen-
terpiece of an all-American concert by 
MSU’s wind symphony Friday.

MSU composition Professor David 
Biedenbender’s expressive and dramatic 
music has thrilled local audiences since 
he came to the area in 2016, most nota-
bly in a stupendous trombone concerto 
premiered by the Lansing Symphony 
and Ava Ordman in 2018.

The composer was thrilled when the 
U.S. Navy Band asked him to write a 
concerto for its saxophone quartet and 
wind symphony in 2020 to celebrate an 
international saxophone symposium in 
Washington, D.C. 

Lulloff was in the audience.
“It blew me away,” he said. “I instantly 

knew that Nois just had to do it.”
Concertos that swirl a sonorous sax-

ophone quartet into the even bigger 
maelstrom of a wind band are a bit of a 
thing these days.

The combination is unfamiliar to 
the mass of musical civilians, but it’s a 
saxed-up take on one of the most vener-
able and familiar musical forms — the 
concerto grosso, in which small groups 
of players bounce their melodies off a 
larger group. 

When Ann Arbor composer William 
Bolcom wrote a concerto for Ann Ar-
bor’s Prism sax quartet, he straight up 
called it “Concerto Grosso for Saxo-
phone Quartet and Band.”

Biedenbender’s concerto, “Severance,” 

is based on an unusual and compelling 
2019 collection of poetry by Central 
Michigan University Professor Robert 
Fanning.

Both the book and the concerto come 
up with highly personal and artistically 
original ways to express grief.

As the music unfolds, the sax quartet 
rises out of a mass of nebulous sounds 
from the surrounding winds, evoking 
the mysteries of love and memory. 

In 2019, Biedenbender lost a close 
friend and early champion of his mu-
sic, the vital and passionate Filipi-
no-American pianist Jovanni De Pe-
dro, who died suddenly at age 38.

“Sometimes you see things like 
this coming, but this was like — the 
phone call took my breath away,” he 
said. “Every Way Through Hurts,” the 
second part of the concerto, features a 
prominent piano part that evokes De 

Pedro’s bright spirit. The 
third and last movement 
starts with the sax quar-
tet wrestling with jagged, 
dark forces, but then it 
gets “groovy and fun,” ac-
cording to Biedenbender.

The orchestration is 
“epic, amazing and ex-
traordinary,” in Lulloff ’s 
description, as a “monster 
rumble” from the baritone 
sax generates a towering 
harmonic ascent. In the 
run-up to the climax, each 
member of Nois is pushed 
to the limit.

“They’re not getting 
paid by the note,” Bieden-
bender said. 

“But if they were, they’d 
make a lot of money.” 

Nois Saxophone Quartet
with MSU Wind Symphony
8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 28
Wharton Center Cobb Great Hall

Nois Saxophone Quartet
with Musique 21
7:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 31
Fairchild Theatre, MSU Auditorium

Gusts from the Windy City  
Nois sax quartet brings bracing new sounds to MSU

Courtesy photo

Composer and avant-folk vocalist 
Annika Socolofsky joins Nois and MSU’s 
Musique 21 ensemble Monday to per-
form a song cycle with an electronics 
and saxophone quartet.

Courtesy photo

The Chicago-based sax quartet Noise (left to right), János Csontos, Julian Velasco, Hunter Bockes 
and Jordan Lulloff, will work with students and perform new music with MSU’s Wind Symphony and 
Musique 21 ensembles this weekend.
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“Day After Day”--you 
there, what day is it?
by Matt Jones
© 2022 Matt Jones

Across
1. “Purple Haze” singer 
Hendrix
5. Fudged the facts
9. Fish sauce taste
14. How “Duck, Duck, 
Goose” players are 
arranged
16. Nissin noodle
17. Rise in the ranks of 
prizefighters?
19. Truss’s lasted 45 
days
20. Glowing sign
21. Chops down
22. One can be 
educated
24. Pioneering TV 
producer
26. They precede ZIPs
29. GPS suggestion
30. Leeds lav
31. ___Kosh B’Gosh 
(kids’ clothing line)
34. What to say to 
get a Missouri city’s 
attention?
38. Raggedy doll names
39. “Sure thing”
40. Really could use
41. “I’ll swap your 
Disneyland for 
Tuscany,” e.g.?
46. Scrabble three-
pointers
47. Dad on “Rugrats”
48. Musical ability
49. Emmy-winning 
“Squid Game” star ___ 
Jung-jae
50. Used to be
51. “Glee” character 
Abrams
53. End in ___ (go into 
overtime)
56. Witness stand 
recitation

58. Maui farewell
62. Magazine for the 
worldly woodchuck?
65. Bring forth
66. Bug that releases 
poisonous droplets
67. Mexican restaurant 
condiment
68. One of many in a 
terminal
69. Caviar sources

Down
1. Triangular sails
2. “Why was ___ 
invited?”
3. Long, as a garment
4. Cupcake topper
5. T-shirt option (abbr.)
6. “That’s a hiding 
spot?!”
7. “It’s nobody ___ 
business”
8. 1930s art type
9. Place for ashes
10. “___ and the Bear” 

(Russian animated 
series with record-
breaking viewership on 
YouTube)
11. Friend en francais
12. Cat’s comment
13. B&B relatives
15. Correspondingly
18. 2000s corporate 
scandal subject
23. Airline abbr.
25. Fish and chips fish
26. Make smoother, 
perhaps
27. Coffee break time, 
maybe
28. Backs up, as phone 
data
30. “Nightly News” 
anchor
31. April who 
befriended the Ninja 
Turtles
32. Script division
33. Maze growth
35. “Rhythm ___ 
Dancer” (Snap! song)

36. Puzzle-solving 
implement for the bold
37. Grind to a halt
42. Org. at JFK
43. “Challenge 
accepted!”
44. Sinking ship’s 
evacuee
45. European Space 
Agency rocket
50. Payroll periods
51. Heart chambers
52. Like some siblings
53. Iowa State 
University town
54. “L’shana ___” (Rosh 
Hashanah greeting)
55. Revered object
57. Overly eager
59. “___ be young 
again!”
60. It gets a par
61. Mellows, like cheese
63. “V for Vendetta” 
actor Stephen
64. Purple yam

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 39

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

SUDOKU     Beginner

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then youХll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

HereХs How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny  October 26-November 1, 2022

ARIES (March 21-April 19): In the coming weeks, I 
encourage you to work as hard as you have ever 
worked. Work smart, too. Work with flair and 
aplomb and relish. You now have a surprisingly 
fertile opportunity to reinvent how you do 
your work and how you feel about your work. 
To take maximum advantage of this potential 
breakthrough, you should inspire yourself to give 
more of your heart and soul to your work than 
you have previously imagined possible. (PS: By 
“work,” I mean your job and any crucial activity 
that is both challenging and rewarding.)

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Here’s my weird 
suggestion, Taurus. Just for now, only for a week 
or two, experiment with dreaming about what 
you want but can’t have. And just for now, only 
for a week or two, go in pursuit of what you want 
but can’t have. I predict that these exercises 
in quixotic futility will generate an unexpected 
benefit. They will motivate you to dream true and 
strong and deep about what you do want and can 
have. They will intensify and focus you to pursue 
what you do want and can have.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Your most successful 
times in life usually come when all your various 
selves are involved. During these interludes, 
none of them is neglected or shunted to the 
outskirts. In my astrological opinion, you will 
be wise to ensure this scenario is in full play 
during the coming weeks. In fact, I recommend 
you throw a big Unity Party and invite all your 
various sub-personalities to come as they are. 
Have outrageous fun acting out the festivities. 
Set out a placemat and nametag on a table for 
each participant. Move around from seat to seat 
and speak from the heart on behalf of each one. 
Later, discuss a project you could all participate 
in creating.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): A Cancerian reader 
named Joost Joring explained to me how he 
cultivates the art of being the best Cancerian 
he can be. He said, “I shape my psyche into a 
fortress, and I make people feel privileged when 
they are allowed inside. If I must sometimes 
instruct my allies to stay outside for a while, to 
camp out by the drawbridge as I work out my 
problems, I make sure they know they can still 
love me—and that I still love them.” I appreciate 
Joost’s perspective. As a Cancerian myself, I can 
attest to its value. But I will also note that in the 
coming weeks, you will reap some nice benefits 
from having less of a fortress mentality. In my 
astrological opinion, it’s PARTY TIME!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Leo poet Antonio Machado 
wrote, “I thought my fire was out, and I stirred the 
ashes. I burnt my fingers.” I’m telling you this so you 
won’t make the same mistake, Leo. Your energy 
may be a bit less radiant and fervent than usual right 
now, but that’s only because you’re in a recharging 
phase. Your deep reserves of fertility and power 
are regenerating. That’s a good thing! Don’t make 
the error of thinking it’s a sign of reduced vitality. 
Don’t overreact with a flurry of worry.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Virgo author Siegfried 
Sassoon became renowned for the poetry he 
wrote about being a soldier in World War I. Having 
witnessed carnage firsthand, he became adept at 
focusing on what was truly important. “As long as I 
can go on living a rich inner life,” he wrote, “I have 
no cause for complaint, and I welcome anything 
which helps me to simplify my life, which seems 
to be more and more a process of eliminating 
inessentials!” I suggest we make Sassoon your 
inspirational role model for the next three weeks. 
What inessentials can you eliminate? What could 
you do to enhance your appreciation for all the 
everyday miracles that life offers you?

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You Libras have a talent 
that I consider a superpower: You can remove 
yourself from the heart of the chaos and deliver 
astute insights about how to tame the chaos. I like 
that about you. I have personally benefited from 

it on numerous occasions. But for the next few 
weeks, I will ask you to try something different. 
I’ll encourage you to put an emphasis on practical 
action, however imperfect it might be, more than 
on in-depth analysis. This moment in the history of 
your universe requires a commitment to getting 
things done, even if they’re untidy and incomplete. 
Here’s your motto: “I improvise compromises in 
the midst of the interesting mess.” 
 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): “Fear is the raw material 
from which courage is manufactured,” said 
author Martha Beck. “Without it, we wouldn’t 
even know what it means to be brave.” I love 
that quote—and I especially love it as a guiding 
meditation for you Scorpios right now. We usually 
think of fear as an unambiguously bad thing, a 
drain of our precious life force. But I suspect that 
for you, it will turn out to be useful in the coming 
days. You’re going to find a way to transmute fear 
into boldness, bravery, and even badassery.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): For decades, the 
Canadian city of Sudbury hosted a robust mining 
industry. Deposits of nickel sulphide ore spawned 
a booming business. But these riches also brought 
terrible pollution. Sudbury’s native vegetation 
was devastated. The land was stained with foul 
air produced by the smelting process. An effort 
to re-green the area began in the 1970s. Today, 
the air is among the cleanest in the province of 
Ontario. In the spirit of this transformation, I invite 
you to embark on a personal reclamation project. 
Now is a favorable time to detoxify and purify any 
parts of your life that have been spoiled or sullied. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): The literal meaning 
of the ancient Greek word aigílips is “devoid of 
goats.” It refers to a place on the earth that is so 
high and steep that not even sure-footed goats 
can climb it. There aren’t many of those places. 
Similarly, there are very few metaphorical peaks 
that a determined Capricorn can’t reach. One of 
your specialties is the power to master seemingly 
improbable and impassable heights. But here’s an 
unexpected twist in your destiny: In the coming 
months, your forte will be a talent for going 
very far down and in. Your agility at ascending, 
for a change, will be useful in descending—for 
exploring the depths. Now is a good time to get 
started!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Evolved Aquarians are 
often blessed with unprecedented friendships 
and free-spirited intimacy and innovative 
alliances. People who align themselves with you 
may enjoy experimental collaborations they 
never imagined before engaging with you. They 
might be surprised at the creative potentials 
unleashed in them because of their synergy with 
you. In the coming weeks and months, you will 
have even more power than usual to generate 
such liaisons and connections. You might want to 
make a copy of this horoscope and use it as your 
calling card or business card.
 
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): I surveyed the history 
of literature to identify authors I consider highly 
intuitive. Piscean-born Anais Nin was my top 
choice. She used language with fluidity and 
lyricism. She lived a colorful, unpredictable 
life. No one better deserves the title of Intuition 
Champion. And yet she also had a discerning view 
of this faculty. She wrote, “I began to understand 
that there were times when I must question my 
intuition and separate it from my anxieties or 
fears. I must think, observe, question, seek facts 
and not trust blindly to my intuition.” I admire 
her caution. And I suspect it was one reason her 
intuition was so potent. Your assignment, Pisces, 
is to apply her approach to your relationship with 
your intuition. The coming months will be a time 
when you can supercharge this key aspect of 
your intelligence and make it work for you better 
than it ever has before.

Answers on page 35
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022 
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

 
Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Thursday 

for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Hannah at 
(517) 999-6704.

Oct. 26  
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus 
Stretch and Flex Exercise group exercises 
at Meridian Township Central Park Pavilion 
at 9 a.m., 5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos. 517-853-
4600. meridian50plus.com.  

“Anything Goes” Art Show from the 
Shiawassee Artist Guild - Displaying 
in-store. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 
W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.  

Autumn Art Show - Enjoy an autumn 
visit with Jane’s art--come to the Bookend 
Gallery at Haslett Library during October. 
View fall-inspired mandalas and artwork. 
Noon-4 p.m., 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. 517-
339-2324. retreadart.com.  

Beginning Ukulele for the Family - 
Share the “aloha spirit” in this five-week 
series of classes, taught by Michigan’s 
Ukulele Ambassador Ben Hassenger. 6-7 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. 
eventkeeper.com.  

Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh 
tradition - All are welcome to join our 
weekly practice. 7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 
3015 S. MLK Jr Blvd., Lansing.  

Meridian Democrats Public Meeting 
- Open to the public. The October meeting 
of the Meridian Democratic Club is on 
Wednesday, October 26, at Henry’s Place. 
6-8 p.m., 2705 Rockwood Dr., East Lansing. 
517-351-8547.  

 “Dreaming Between the Lines” – a 
new exhibit by Williamston-based artist 
Bobbi Kilty, is now on display at The Peoples 
Church of East Lansing. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 200 
W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-
5073. thepeopleschurch.com.  

Spooky Trivia - Celebrate Spooky Season 
at the Library with trivia, snacks, and 
prizes.  

No registration or Library card is required. 
5-6 p.m. Eaton Rapids Area District Library, 
220 S. Main St., Eaton Rapids. eradl.org.  

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - Zaha Hadid 
Design: Untold. “I think there should be no 
end to experimentation.” — Zaha Hadid 
(1950–2016). 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Dr., East 
Lansing. brd.museum.msu.edu.  

Oct. 27  
“A Course in Miracles,” a Group 
Discussion with Carol and Dan 
Maynard. 7 pm “A Course in 
Miracles” – Zoom only with Dan and 
Carol Maynard Group discussion 7-8:30 
p.m. Unity Spiritual Center of Lansing, 
2395 Washington Rd., Lansing. 517-371-3010. 
unitylansing.org.  

A Spooktacular Chamber Music 
Concert - Part of the College of Music 
Artist-Faculty & Guest Recital Series 
sponsored by WKAR. Get spooky with 
Halloween-inspired music featuring solo and 
7:30 p.m. Cook Recital Hall, 333 W. Circle 

Dr., East Lansing. 631-365-2391. etix.com.  

“Anything Goes” Art Show from the 
Shiawassee Artist Guild - Displaying 
in-store. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 
W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net. 

Autumn With Jane - Come see mixed 
media collages in The Bookend that 
celebrate autumn. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Haslett 
Branch Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. 
517-327-0938. retreadart.com.  

Dimondale Farmers’ Market - We invite 
you to join us for the 15th season of the 
Dimondale Farmers’ Market. Downtown 
Dimondale, 136 N. Bridge St, Dimondale. 
517-230-0520.  

Empty Faces: The Woods – 
Supernatural Investigation - When a 
young woman falls under the influence 
of a mysterious evil, only you can help 
her loved ones find its source. 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. 
Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.
org.  

Fabulation - 7-9 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 
228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.  

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - 
Meets every Thursday, through May, 9:30 
a.m. - 11:20 a.m. Join other adult women 
for fun, exercise, friendship, and skating 
practice. Suburban Ice, 2810 Hannah Blvd., 
East Lansing. ladiessilverblades.org.  

MAC- Group Dance Classes - Beginning 
W. Coast Swing - 7-7:50 p.m. Michigan 
Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd, East 
Lansing. sparrow.org.  

The Magnolia Ballet Part 1 - The 
Magnolia Ballet Part 1 by Terry Guest is 
a Southern Gothic fable that melds high 
drama, dance, poetry and spectacle to 
explore masculinity, 8-9:30 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 517-
655-7469. williamstontheatre.org.  

“Dreaming Between the Lines” – a new 
exhibit by Williamston-based artist Bobbi 
Kilty, is now on display at The Peoples 
Church of East Lansing. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 200 
W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-
5073. thepeopleschurch.com.  

Occidental Gypsy - Doors at 5 p.m. 
Dinner menu available (not included in 
ticket price).  All ages welcome until 9 p.m., 
18 and over all night. 7-10 p.m. UrbanBeat, 
1213 Turner St. Old Town, Lansing. 
urbanbeatevents.com.  

Pump House Concerts - Slaid Cleaves, 
7-9 p.m. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. 
brownpapertickets.com.  

The Stick Arounds - Back at Horrocks. 
A Lansing power-pop gem. Early show at 
5 p.m. Plays three or four sets. 7420 W. 
Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. bandsintown.com.  

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches. Open all evening. 
Free. 5-8 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 
809 Center St. #7, Lansing. 517-974-5540. 

manifestlansing.com.  

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - Zaha Hadid 
Design: Untold. “I think there should be no 
end to experimentation.” —Zaha Hadid 
(1950–2016) 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr., East 
Lansing. brd.museum.msu.edu.  

Oct. 28  
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus 
Stretch and Flex Exercise group exercises 
at Meridian Township Central Park Pavilion 
at 9 a.m., 5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos. 517-853-
4600. meridian50plus.com.  

500 Block Fridays - Live Music Series - 
Downtown East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.  

“Anything Goes” Art Show from the 
Shiawassee Artist Guild - Displaying 
in-store 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 
W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.  

Autumn Art Show - Enjoy an autumn visit 
with Jane’s art. Bookend Gallery at Haslett 
Library during October. View fall-inspired 
mandalas and artwork. Noon-4 p.m., 
1590 Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. 
retreadart.com.  

Chilling Tales and Haunted Trails - Do 
you enjoy stories of intrigue? Or tales that 
send a shiver down your spine? 7-9 p.m. 
DeWitt District Library, 1640 DeWitt Rd., 
DeWitt. 517-669-3156. dewittlibrary.org.  

Of Virtue –  with Heartsick and more. 
- Lansing’s WJXQ Q106 presents. Of 
Virtue’s first hometown headliner in over 
1,000 days. 6 p.m. Double Clutch Lounge, 
1982 W. Grand River Rd. #800, Okemos. 
bandsintown.com.  

Fabulation - 8-10 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 
228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 

riverwalktheatre.com.  

The Green Door - Darin Larner Band 
- 9 p.m., 2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
bandsintown.com.  

Kingsmen Quartet - 517-214-8742 7 p.m. 
South Church of the Nazarene, 401 W. 
Holmes Rd., Lansing. bandsintown.com.  

Lansing Gospel Celebration - 7 p.m. 
South Church, 5250 Cornerstone Dr., 
Lansing. bandsintown.com.  

The Magnolia Ballet Part 1 - by 
Terry Guest is a Southern Gothic fable 
that melds high drama, dance, poetry, 
and spectacle to explore masculinity, 
8-9:30 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. 
Putnam St., Williamston. 517-655-7469. 
williamstontheatre.org.  

Massage for Relaxation - In this 
four-week class, you’ll learn massage 
techniques and safety precautions. 5-9 p.m. 
Lansing Community College, 515 Washington 
Square, #108, Massage Program, Lansing. 
517-483-1410. lcc.edu.  

May Erlewine - Has split her heart wide 
open and hasn’t hidden any of the contents 
from view. 7:30-10 p.m. East Lansing. 
tenpoundfiddle.org.  

“Dreaming Between the Lines” – a new 
exhibit artist Bobbi Kilty, is now on display at 
The Peoples Church of East Lansing. 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., 200 W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 
517-332-5073. thepeopleschurch.com.  

Phright Night Halloween Party - Turn up 
for Halloween and show off your best 
costumes. Candy will be provided. No 
re-entry. $10 entry for costume raffle. 10 
p.m.-2 a.m. 5660 W. Saginaw Hwy, 5660 W. 
Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. eventnoire.com.  

Shawhaven Haunted Farm - Opening 

See Events, Page 35

Grace Rosen 
Confessions of an Anx-

ious Millennial at 
UrbanBeat 
Sunday, Oct. 30 

1213 Turner St., Lansing 
Doors 4 p.m., 5 p.m. show 

16+, $15, $10 advance, 
$5 student (with ID) 

urbanbeatevents.com 

  Grace Rosen, a local performer, makes her solo UrbanBeat de-
but Sunday, Oct. 30. Rosen has performed as a guest artist with Terri Da-
vis-Hayden and has a BFA in Musical Theatre from Oakland University, 
where she first performed her nightclub cabarets and “fell in love with the 
process.” At this UrbanBeat event, Rosen presents a combo of comedy, 
songs and laughs — all about the struggles of being a millennial. Dinner is 
also available, but not included in the ticket price.  
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The Exchange
314 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Off the Ledge
Fri., Oct 28, 9:30 p.m.

The Green Door
2005 E. Michigan, Lansing
Darin Larner Band
Fri., Oct 28, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & The Disciples of Funk
Sat., Oct 29, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Co.
518 E. Shiawassee, Lansing
Mix Pack
Fri., Oct. 28, 7-10 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Co. 
518 E. Shiawassee, Lansing
The Marsupials
Sat., Oct. 22, 7-10 p.m.

Robin Theatre
1105 S. Washington, Lansing
Crawl Spaces Halloween Showcase
Sat., Oct. 29, 8 p.m.

The Avenue
2021 E Michigan Ave, Lansing
Trivia Thursday
Thur., Oct. 27, Sign-up 8:30 p.m.
Karaoke Night
Fri., Oct. 28, 9 p.m.
Space Dogg Howl-O-Ween 2
Various Artists
Sat., Oct. 29, 9 p.m. No Cover

Urban Beat
1213 Turner, Lansing
Occidental Gypsy
Thurs., Oct. 27, 7 – 10 p.m.
Grace Rosen
Sun., Oct. 30, 5 p.m.
Monster Ball w/ DJ Fudgie
Mon., Oct. 31, 8 p.m.
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins
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How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 

Stephen Woida Jr., who performs 
under Hardigrade, has recorded exper-
imental music in the Lansing scene for 
years. His new single, “Headstrong,” 
shows the songwriter exploring new 
sonic territories and melodies. Woida, 
29, spoke with City Pulse 
about this new musical path 
and his forthcoming series 
of singles.

Looking back, what 
was your introduction to 
music? 

Stephen Woida Jr.: Be-
fore I seriously got into mu-
sic, I took piano lessons in 
elementary school. Initially, 
I didn’t enjoy it, but it got 
the ball rolling. Later came 
guitar lessons in middle 
school. Around that time, 
The Beatles were the fi rst spark that 
made me want to write songs and be 
in a band. I watched “The Beatles An-
thology” religiously when I was a kid. I 
was hooked. 

When did your new single “Head-
strong” fi rst start to take shape?

I wrote it back in 2017 and 2018 but 
didn’t start tracking it until 2019 — using 
a very minimal setup in various base-
ments and bedrooms in Lansing. I also 
worked on it at my parent’s house in 
Howell, so it’s been an on-and-off  re-
cording process for a few years. This 
also applies to a certain number of 
songs from my back catalog that I plan 
on releasing through 2023. Brendon In-
fante, who lives in Battle Creek, mixed 
the track. Blake Bickel at Dynamic 
Sound Service in Kalamazoo mastered 
it. Both did a phenomenal job. 

Anything, in particular, inspire the 
words?

“Headstrong” is about how people 
can sometimes be lost in their stubborn-
ness while also seeking validation from 
someone they hold in high regard. It’s 

about the complexity 
of a personality and 
how things are not al-
ways cut and dry.

This new single 
seems to be in a 
new, guitar-cen-
tered direction for 
Hardigrade — a de-
parture from the ful-
ly-experimental ter-
rain. What inspired 
this shift?

My love for dream 
pop, indie rock and 

shoegaze bands played a huge part 
in terms of infl uence — bands like The 
Sundays, Slowdive, The La’s, Snail Mail 
and Alvvays. Also, being a member of 
(the Lansing-based band) Luxury Flux 
is fun and inspired me to take my own 
stab at the style.

There’s a lot of music on your Har-
digrade Bandcamp page. How would 
you compare your early tracks to 
your new recordings?

It’s like night and day. In the begin-
ning, I was making a lot of darkish-am-
bient and experimental stuff . Sound-
scapes and all that, with the occasional 
song thrown in. It was a mess in terms 
of direction, but I’m glad I did it. It was 
a great learning experience. With these 
new releases, I’m starting fresh, so I’m 
making a new Bandcamp for them to 
live in — to separate the eras.

Courtesy photos

Stephen Woida Jr. of Hardigrade issued a new digital single this week, “Headstrong” 
(cover art is shown above on right). It’s streaming on all platforms.

Listen to “Headstrong” 
by Hardigrade on Spotify 
or at:
hardigrademusic.bandcamp.
com

Follow Hardigrade  at:
facebook.com/hardigrade
instagram.com/
hardigrademusic

‘Headstrong’ hit streaming platforms Oct. 25

Hardigrade releases dreamy 
new single
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins
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Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 
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night. Open every Friday and Saturday in 
October. 7:30 p.m. Lansing. lansing.org.  

The Swift Brothers –The Swift Brothers, 
bring their infectious harmonies back to 
The Peanut Barrel playing your favorite 
hits. 8-10 p.m., 521 E. Grand River Ave., 
East Lansing.  

Symphony Band - 8 p.m. Wharton Center 
for Performing Arts, 750 E. Shaw Ln., East 
Lansing. 517-353-1982. bandsintown.com.  

TGIF dinner & dance - every Friday 
night. - At Hawk Hollow. All welcome. Learn 
to dance “Thriller” by Michael Jackson with 
Claudia Bleil. Prizes for the best costume. 
Door at 7 p.m.. 15101 Chandler Rd. Bath. 
734-604-5095. tgifdance.com.  

Witch’s Magical House - Young children 
and their parents visit our gently spooky 
“Witch’s Magical House.” 4-6 p.m. Get a 
treat before heading out to “Trick-or-Treat.” 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. 
eventkeeper.com.  

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - Zaha 
Hadid Design: Untold. “I think there should 
be no end to experimentation.” —Zaha 
Hadid (1950–2016) 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & 
Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle 
Dr., East Lansing. brd.museum.msu.edu.  

Oct. 29  
Autumn With Jane - Come see mixed 
media collages in The Bookend that 
celebrate autumn. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Haslett 
Branch Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. 
517-327-0938. retreadart.com.  

Darin Larner Jr. Music - 8 p.m. Knob 
Hill Tavern, 8430 Old U.S. 27, DeWitt. 
bandsintown.com.  

Fabulation - 8-10 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 
228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-5700. 
riverwalktheatre.com.  

From Darkness to Light - College of 
Music Artist, Faculty & Guest Recital Series 
sponsored by WKAR. 8 p.m. Cook Recital 
Hall, 333 W. Circle Dr., East Lansing. 631-
365-2391. etix.com.  

The Magnolia Ballet Part 1 - By 
Terry Guest is a Southern Gothic fable 
that melds high drama, dance, poetry, 
and spectacle to explore masculinity, 
3-4:30 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. 
Putnam St., Williamston. 517-655-7469. 
williamstontheatre.org.  

“Dreaming Between the Lines” By 
Williamston-based artist Bobbi Kilty, is 
now on display at The Peoples Church of 
East Lansing. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 200 W. Grand 
River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. 
thepeopleschurch.com.  

Shawhaven Haunted Farm - Every 
Friday and Saturday in October. 7:30 p.m. 
Lansing. lansing.org.  

South Church - 6 p.m. South Church of 
the Nazarene, 401 W. Holmes Rd, Lansing. 
bandsintown.com.  

Trunk or Treat. - 6-8 p.m. Unity Spiritual 
Center of Lansing, 2395 Washington Rd., 
Lansing. 517-371-3010. unitylansing.org.  

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Eli & Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 
E. Circle Dr., East Lansing. brd.museum.
msu.edu.  

Oct. 30  
East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Valley Court Park, 280 Valley 
Court, East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.  

Fabulation - 2-3:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr., Lansing. 517-482-
5700. riverwalktheatre.com.  

Grace Rosen - Confessions of an Anxious 
Millennial - 5-6 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner 
St. Old Town, Lansing. brownpapertickets.
com.  

The Magnolia Ballet Part 1 - By Terry 
Guest is a Southern Gothic fable that melds 
high drama, dance, poetry, and spectacle 
to explore 2-3:30 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 517-655-
7469. williamstontheatre.org.  

 “Dreaming Between the Lines” – a 
new exhibit by artist Bobbi Kilty, is now 
on display at The Peoples Church of East 
Lansing. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 200 W. Grand 
River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. 
thepeopleschurch.com.  

Queen of the Underworld, Greek 
Mythology with Curtis Pratt. Sundays 
at 9:30 a.m. Unity Spiritual Center of 
Lansing, 2395 Washington Rd., Lansing. 517-
371-3010. unitylansing.org.  

Screen Print Sundays - Celebrating 
art, architecture, and our community. 2-4 
p.m. Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 
E. Circle Dr, East Lansing. 517-884-4800. 
50807. blackbaudhosting.com.  

Spirit Energy - 11 a.m. Drumming. 12-2 
p.m. Holistic healing, spiritual messages 
and chair Massage. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. The Light 
House Chapel, 1501 Windsor St., Lansing. 
517-712-2622.  

Tai Qi Class - Join us at 2 p.m. every 
Sunday for a Tai Qi workshop led by 
Dr. Steven Collins. 2-2:45 p.m. Keys 
to Manifestation, 809 Center St., #7A, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com.  

Trick or Treat in the Park - 2-4 p.m. 
Veterans Memorial Gardens, 2074 N. 
Aurelius Rd., Holt. delhitownship.com.  

Trunk or Treat - Free afternoon of Trunk 
or Treat at 40et8 Voiture 946 veterans’ 
organization, hosted by La Femmes. 1-3 
p.m., 2949 S. Waverly Highway, Lansing.  
517-882-2602.  

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - Zaha Hadid 
Design: Untold. “I think there should be no 
end to experimentation.” —Zaha Hadid 
(1950–2016) 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr., East 
Lansing. brd.museum.msu.edu.  

Oct. 31  
50 Over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus 
Stretch and Flex Exercise group exercises 
at Meridian Township Central Park Pavilion 
at 9 a.m., 5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos. 517-853-
4600. meridian50plus.com.  

“A Course in Abundance” - Nine Week 
Workshop with Maureen Muldoon. Based 
on the “Prosperity Principles.” 7:30-9 p.m. 
Unity Spiritual Center of Lansing, 2395 
Washington Rd., Lansing. 517-371-3010. 
speakeasy.breezechms.com.  

Downtown Development Authority 
Meeting - Last Monday of the month 6-7 
p.m. Laingsburg. laingsburg.us.  

Meaningful Mondays - At 8 pm, we 
gather to nourish our spiritual selves as 
we send out love and prayers to the world. 
Self-Realization Centre, Michigan, 7187 
Drumheller Rd., Bath.  

Events
from page 33

“Mirari, the Way of the Marys” with 
Lucille Olson - Group discussion on the 
book. 1:30 p.m. Unity Spiritual Center of 
Lansing, 2395 Washington Rd., Lansing. 517-
371-3010. unitylansing.org.  

Musique 21 and Nois Saxophone 
Quartet - The Musique 21 ensemble 
performs “I Tell You Me” by Annika 
Socolofsky. Features saxophone quartet, 
Nois. 7:30 p.m. Fairchild Theatre, 542 
Auditorium Rd., East Lansing. 517-355-1855. 
etix.com.  

“Dreaming Between the Lines” – by 
Williamston-based artist Bobbi Kilty, is 
now on display at The Peoples Church of 
East Lansing. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 200 W. Grand 
River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. 
thepeopleschurch.com.  

Trick or Treating - 6-8 p.m. Laingsburg. 
laingsburg.us.  

Nov. 1  
Board Game Meet Up - For ages 18 and 
up. Everyone welcome. Every Tuesday at 
Spare Time Bowling Alley, 6:30 - 10:30 p.m., 
3101 E Grand River, Lansing.  

Free Tutoring for Youth 12-18 - Ever 
After Opportunities is a local on-Profit 
Organization that is hosted in the 
Lansing Mall. 5:30-7:30 p.m. Ever After 
Opportunities, 5330 W. Saginaw, Lansing. 
517-885-5646. everafteropportunities.org.  

Jean Rondeau & Harpsichord - Part 
of the Taylor Johnston Early Music Series. 
7:30 p.m. Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium 
Rd, East Lansing. 517-355-1855. etix.com.  

“Dreaming Between the Lines” – By 
Williamston-based artist Bobbi Kilty is on 
display at The Peoples Church of East 
Lansing. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 200 W. Grand 
River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. 
thepeopleschurch.com.  

Parent Happy Hour - Storytime for 
kids and wine flight specials for parents. 
5-7 p.m. Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. 517-721-1330.  

Preschool Family Storytime - 
Preschool Story Time for 1–6-year-olds with 
their young siblings, parents or caregivers. 
11-11:30 a.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
viethconsulting.com.  

Preteen Reads Book Club - Our 
monthly book club for students in grades 
4 through 6. 6-7 p.m. Charlotte Community 
Library, 226 South Bostwick St, Charlotte. 
charlottelibrary.org.  

Embrace the right to vote - Special 
Collections pop-up. Noon-2 p.m. Main 
Library, East Lansing. events.msu.edu.  

Story Hour at Charlotte Community 
Library - A preschool-age story time for 
kids ready to practice independence. 10-11 
a.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. 
Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.  

Writing the Dark: Mystery, Murder & 
The Supernatural - Meet several Michigan 
authors with stories perfect for a chilling 
time of year. 6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. eventkeeper.com. 

Steven King’s “Misery” 
at The Lebowsky 
122 E. Main St., Owosso 

Friday, Oct. 28-Saturday, 29 
8 p.m. 

989-723-4003 
lebowskycenter.com 

 
  With Halloween around the corner, what 

better time to take in a few scares? “Misery” at 
The Lebowsky Center for Performing Arts in 
Owosso might be just the ticket. Based on Stephen King’s best-selling nov-
el, this stage production tells the classic story of an acclaimed romance 
novelist who wakes up incapacitated in the home of his unsettling “number 
one fan.” Rescued from a wintery car crash, events take a nightmarish turn 
when the author realizes his nurse has no intention of letting him leave. This 
spine-tingling stage adaptation traps you in the room with Paul as attempts 
to outsmart Annie in hopes of an escape.  

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 32

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 32
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By ARI LEVAUX
Orange foods taste good together. 

Maybe it’s my imagination or just a co-
incidence. Or perhaps it’s the beta-caro-
tene pigment found in all orange foods. 
But probably not because beta-carotene 
has no flavor. However, it is a precursor 
to Vitamin A, which is good for vision 
and will help you see that orange foods 
look good together. Plus, it’s autumn’s 
official color.

This all-orange dish includes carrots, 
squash, egg yolks, red chile and orange 
(the fruit). You can’t get much more or-
ange than that. And it’s even better with 
ginger (an honorary orange food). The 
recipe is for a savory soufflé that puffs 
up like a cracked balloon in the oven. 
This is not your typical dessert soufflé, 
but one for the main course.  I serve it 
drizzled with a tangy orange sauce.

This beta-carotene soufflé is several 
recipes in one. The first step is to make a 
beta-carotene puree, which doubles as a 
great soup. And the orange sauce I serve it 
with is useful in many ways. In addition to 
drizzling the orange sauce on the soufflé, 
you can use it to orange up the soup, as 
well as on roasted vegetables, fried chick-
en and anything else that could benefit 
from a sharp, overtly orange zing.

Beta-carotene Puree 
This puree is the first step in making 

ginger souffle, and it also makes a love-
ly autumn soup. Most winter squashes 
work here. My favorites are butternut, 
kabocha, sunshine and red kuri squash.

More notes:
Preheat the oven to 400. Cut the squash 

in half from tip to stem. Scoop out the 
seeds and membranes. Peel the squash 
with a knife or a peeler. Then lay the cut 
sides down and cut half-inch slices from 
pole to pole. Make the slices as even as 
possible, like you’re slicing bread, so they 
cook evenly. Cut the carrots into rounds as 
thick as the squash slices.

(Tip: With thin, edible skinned squash 
like kabocha or sunshine, I toss the peels 
with salt and olive oil and bake them too. 
The skins cook quickly into a crispy treat 
that’s addictive as potato chips but with 
more carotene. I also bake the seeds.)

Toss the squash and carrot slices in two 
tablespoons of olive oil and cook them un-
til they are thoroughly tender (about 30 
minutes). The baked peels only take about 
seven minutes, and the seeds about 15.

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style classics 
and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got the 
classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, like 
frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

AppeAppetizerstizers

WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

EDUCATION: Michigan State University seeks Academic 
Specialist-Advisor in East Lansing, MI. This position will advise 
and support a diverse population of  high achieving 
undergraduate students in Engineering, among other duties. 
Master's degree in Higher Education Administration, Student 
Affairs, Counseling, Social Work or a related field, plus one year 
of experience advising or counseling College students and 
liaising with other advisors and faculty required. To apply visit 
https://careers.msu.edu. Job reference number 817633. 

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

The color orange
From puree to soufflé, these autumnal dishes are savory

While the squash and carrots are bak-
ing, sauté the onions, garlic and sage in 
the butter in the remainder of the olive oil 
on medium heat. Add the chicken stock, 
squash and carrots when the onions are 
translucent. Bring to a simmer, turn it off 
and let it cool.

After it’s cooled, add the ginger and pa-
prika and puree them together.

To serve it as soup, add a splash of heavy 
cream and garnish with roasted seeds 
and/or peels.

Ginger Sou�  é
This dish is an adaptation of a but-

ternut squash soufflé recipe created by 
John McDonald, a wine writer for the 
Cape Gazette in Lewes, Delaware.

Preheat the oven to 450. Melt the but-
ter in a heavy-bottomed saucepan on 
medium heat. Add the flour and whisk 
it together. Add the milk and cream 

and whisk them 
together. Add 
the puree and 
salt and whisk it 
again.

Separate the 
eggs. When the 
contents of the pan have cooled for 10 
minutes, add a tablespoon of the mix-
ture to the egg yolks and whisk it. Add 
another tablespoon and whisk it in. And 
another. Then add the rest of the orange 
mixture to the yolks and thoroughly 
mix.

Beat the egg whites in a medium-sized 
bowl until peaks form. Gently fold the 
stiff whites into the batter.

Divide the batter among four pint-
sized buttered ramekins and bake until 
golden and well-risen (about 15 min-
utes). Drizzle with orange sauce, if us-
ing, and serve immediately. They will 
probably collapse as soufflés will do. But 
that won’t impact the flavor.

Orange Sauce
This orange sauce is based on what’s 

on the orange chicken found on the 
menu of your favorite Chinese restau-
rant.

Combine all of the ingredients in a 
blender and puree. Pour it through a 
strainer into a saucepan. On medium 
heat, cook it down to about half the 
original volume. 

With the colorful Michigan leaves 
blanketing the ground, this is the per-
fect time to enjoy these orange indul-
gences. 

Makes 3 quarts. Whatever you 
don’t use for soup or sou�  e can be 
frozen. 

1 winter squash (2-3 lbs)
4 medium carrots, peeled (about 12 

oz)
1 medium onion, minced
2 tablespoons butter
4 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
4 cloves of garlic
5 leaves fresh sage
2 quarts chicken stock
1 piece of ginger, about an inch on 

a side, grated
1 tablespoon paprika or chile flakes

Makes four pint-sized sou�  es 
(or two pints when pu ed)

2 tablespoons butter
2 tablespoons white flour
1/2 cup milk
1/4 cup heavy cream
1 cup of Beta-carotene puree
3 eggs
1/4 teaspoon salt

1/2 ounce garlic, minced or grat-
ed finely

1/2 ounce ginger, peeled and 
minced or grated finely

Juice and zest two juicy oranges
1 tablespoon rice vinegar
4 tablespoons white sugar
1 teaspoon of salt
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See Flash, Page 35  

FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Photo Ari LeVaux

An beta-carotene soup with roasted 
squash seeds and peels.

Photo Ari LeVaux

This recipe is for a savory soufflé that 
puffs up like a cracked balloon. 
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By LIZY FERGUSON 
Being an East Lansing native, I’ve 

been eating Woody’s Oasis for as long 
as I can remember. The somewhat 
startling flavor combination of creamy, 
bitter tahini and sour, beet-pink pick-

led turnips in 
a falafel sand-
wich was one of 
my first expe-
riences of food 
being more 
than I thought 
it could be.  

For those not 
in the know, 
Woody's offers 

a wide range of Middle Eastern staples, 
such as hummus, falafel and shawarma. 
It’s an institution of convenient, reason-
ably priced “good food fast.” 

The best part about a Woody’s is there 
are two best parts: you get a lot for your 

Monday-Thursday 11AM-10PM 
Friday 11AM-10:45PM

Saturday 11AM-10:30PM 
Sunday 11AM-9PM

300 N. CLIPPERT STREET, SUITE 17  
LANSING, MI 48912 • 517.203.0096

Buy One 
Dinner
GET ONE 
½ OFF!

A special just for you!

Full Menu Available

for Pick Up & 

Delivery

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE INFOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5SUNDAY NOON TO 5

2417 E. Kalamazoo, Lansing, MI 
48912

(517) 993-5988
 

The only American owned & 

Vote for us 
in the Top  

of the  Town Contest 
Help us win 

 
 

Chicken Strips/
Tenders
Fish Fry
Seafood
Wings

Vote for us
2022 Best

2022

CONTESTCONTEST
TOP OF THE TOWN

• Soup
• Breakfast
• Brunch
• Restaurant for seniors
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Hashwi Combo at 
Woody’s Oasis 

(Add garlic sauce, spicy 
hummus) 
$12.54  
1050 Trowbridge Rd, East 
Lansing 
(517) 351-2280 
woodysoasis.com 

 Courtesy photo 

Woody’s Oasis in East Lansing offers a 
wide range of Middle Eastern staples, 
such as hummus, falafel and shawarma. 

Garlic sauce really ties the room together 
Treat yourself with the Hashwi 
Combo at Woody’s Oasis 

money, and the food blurs the line be-
tween eating “healthy” and treating 
yourself. The combo meals, of which 
there are many meat and vegetarian 
options, include an entree with a choice 
of hummus and choice of salad. There’s 
also the requisite pita bread. 
You can pay a little extra for a 
more exotic hummus, such as 
spicy or baba ganoush, which 
I always struggle to choose be-
tween.  

This time, I went with the 
spicy hummus (50 cent up-
charge) to accompany my selec-
tion of haswhi and yogurt salad 
(which is always in competi-
tion with the delicious cabbage 
salad). Hashwi is a rice dish 
fragrant with cinnamon and 
loaded with shredded chicken, 
ground beef and slivered al-
monds. It is tasty on its own, 
but like most Middle Eastern 
food, it’s way better when mixed 
with all the other flavors on the 

plate.  
The yogurt salad, consist-

ing of diced cucumber and 
cool, creamy yogurt that’s 
infused with mint and garlic, makes 
a perfect pairing with a rice dish 
like hashwi. It coats everything like 
a sauce and adds acidity to an oth-
erwise earthy offering. The not-too-
spicy zing of the hummus makes for 
an almost perfect bite.  

The garlic sauce, which you can add 
in a small container for just 50 cents, 

really ties the room together. A veritable 
timpani drum solo of garlic is rounded 
out with fluffy, mouth-coating emulsi-
fied oil (like an airier mayo) and a subtle 
sweetness. It is heavenly and addictive. 
It adds the treat-yourself-richness men-

tioned above, 
with a little bit 
going a long 
way. Will you still taste the garlic even 
after you brush your teeth? Yes. Is it 
worth it? I think so.  

I was out of practice, having not visit-
ed Woody’s in some time, so I neglected 
to order a small side of pickled turnips, 
which I recommend for the added tex-
ture, color and vinegary bite. Never-
theless, it was an extremely satisfying 
meal with plentiful leftovers, except for 
the garlic sauce, which sadly and pre-
dictably didn’t survive the first round. I 
would suggest ordering two.  

Photo by Lizy Ferguson 

Hashwi Combo is a sizeable meal that will leave 
you with leftovers, but you might want to order 
extra garlic sauce. 
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AWARD WINNING BBQ + 18 TAPS AWARD WINNING BBQ + 18 TAPS 
OF PURE GOLDEN JOY = A GREAT TIME! OF PURE GOLDEN JOY = A GREAT TIME! 

18 ROTATING CRAFT, MICHIGAN MADE AND 18 ROTATING CRAFT, MICHIGAN MADE AND 
3 DOMESTIC BEERS ON TAP 3 DOMESTIC BEERS ON TAP 

VOTED BEST BBQ IN THEVOTED BEST BBQ IN THE
TOP OF THE TOWN CONTESTTOP OF THE TOWN CONTEST
FROM DAY ONE! FROM DAY ONE! 

CARNIVORESCARNIVORES    

LOVE MEAT! LOVE MEAT! 

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

#1 BEST BBQ 2013, 
2014, 2015, 2016, 
2017, 2018, 2019, 
2020 and 2022

VOTE FOR US!VOTE FOR US!
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