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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

COVID,safety concerns

spawn card ID system
Put this down as more fallout from 

COVID: Lansing Community College 
is about to mark the first anniversary of 
locking up much of its main campus.

In a move that is uncommon though 
not unheard on college campuses, next 
Tuesday will mark a year since LCC 
began keeping some buildings locked 
on the downtown campus with access 
available only through the college’s ID 
card, called a Star Card. 

“Post-COVID, we’ve almost got an in-
version of the number of our students 
who are physically on campus or taking 
classes online,” President Steve Robinson 
said about the chief reason for the move.

 “And that means there are fewer peo-
ple in the buildings, and buildings with 
fewer people in them are more of a pub-
lic safety challenge for keeping the oc-
cupants safe.”

The other reason is concern about 
mass shootings.

In 2018, a worried friend called law 
enforcement about Damain Douglas 
Walker. Walker, 19, sent videos of him-
self loading an AR-15 and Snapchat vid-
eo of ammunition. He warned friends 
to avoid LCC at 3 p.m. Nov. 29, 2018. 
He also encouraged them to turn on the 
news at 3 p.m. that day, according to 
Bridge Magazine.  

Friends called DeWitt Police, and at 
1:20 p.m. LCC facilities were evacuat-
ed. Douglas was arrested in his Delta 
Township home. The Associated Press 
reported Walker pleaded guilty to mak-
ing a false report or threat of terrorism 
and was sentenced to six months in jail. 

“Certainly, the national landscape 
of school violence and violent crime in 
general is on our public safety’s radar 
at all times,” Robinson said. “But this 
protocol, the buildings, is something 
that’s been in place since last November 
in response to, like I said, fewer people 
in the buildings and mitigating against 
those threats where you can say, ‘It can’t 
happen here,’ but it can happen anyway.”

The massacre of elementary school 

students a year ago in Uvalde, Texas, 
happened in part because the gunman 
was able to enter the locked school 
through a door that had been propped 
open — negating the locked facility’s se-
curity program. 

The LCC system allows security to 
lock every door in a building during a 
crisis, effectively containing a suspect, 
Robinson said. 

The locked-door protocol is only on 
the downtown campus, Robinson said. 
It also cost the college no money, since 
the infrastructure for card swiping and 
the computers to support those systems 
were already in place. 

Asked how many other colleges were 
locking doors, he said in talking with his 
counterparts from around the nation, 
building lockdowns are happening as a 
security measure, but mostly in “urban 
areas.” LCC East Campus, in East Lan-
sing, and West Campus, in Delta Town-
ship, have different security protocols, 
Robinson noted.

Brandy Johnson, president of the 
Michigan Community College Asso-
ciation, said she had “no data” on how 
many community colleges in the state 
had lockdown protocols.

Robinson said he’s heard a few com-
plaints about the new protocol, but in 

general it has been well accepted. There 
has been no official complaint about the 
system. 

“I don’t think we’ve had any formal 
complaints, but I’ve talked to students 
who are like, ‘Well, it’s harder to get into 
the buildings,’” Robinson said. “And I 
think rather than being upset with LCC, 
they’re kind of upset with, I guess this is 
where we are in society now.”

A reporter spoke with 10 students and 
staff on campus Monday. None express 
concerns about the lockdown operations. 

“It definitely lowers the chance of 
something happening, in my mind,” 
said student Jeffrey Charles Stych.

“Definitely one of the pros is security, 
for sure,” said Sarah Hamilton. “It does 
become a little problematic when we 
have perspective students and their par-
ents who are trying to access our services 
in this building” (Gannon Building).

Librarian Ami Ewald said she’s 
worked at LCC for nearly a decade. 
“I’ve seen a lot of different not-so-great 
things happen, so I definitely think 
it’s a safety thing.” She did note that if 
someone forget his or her Star Card, “it 
would make it a really difficult day” on 
campus. 

Some buildings on campus remain 
open to the public for certain hours, Rob-

inson noted, including Gannon Building, 
the only location on campus with food, 
but much of the much of the building be-
sides the food court requires a Star Card 
for access. The library library also remains 
open and accessible to the public. 

Something Robinson, who authorized 
the policy, said he had not fully consid-
ered was the amount of data the Star 
Card swipes tracked in a common da-
tabase. That database is available under 
under the state Freedom of Information 
Act, Robinson confirmed, potentially 
showing movements of particular in-
dividuals on campus going back years. 
That could allow an employer to verify 
a student actually entered a building 
where a class was held, or a stalker to 
establish a person’s schedule and activi-
ty patterns from the data. 

“I frankly don’t anticipate usage of the 
data like that, it’s a public safety system. 
But you’re certainly correct that data 
that LCC has is public data,” he said. “If 
you had somebody using data like that 
for nefarious purposes, it shouldn’t be 
used that way. And we’re using it for 
safety reasons, obviously.”

The data from Star Card usage is 
subject to a retention rule established 
by the school. Most files are retained 
by public entities for seven years, then 
disposed of, and Robinson believed that 
was likely the case for the Star Card 
data, although he was unsure. 

“I think that some of our electronic re-
cords refresh faster than that, mostly to 
free up server space and stuff,” he said.

Robinson said the interview with City 
Pulse left him thinking more about the 
privacy collection related to the Star Cards. 
“You actually made me think about some 
things that I have thought about, but not 
as deeply about the privacy aspect, the 
public records retention aspect,” he said.

But at the end of the day, the lock sys-
tem at LCC is about public safety. 

“It’s really a balancing act between ac-
cess and convenience for folks that we 
want to use our facilities,” he said. “And 
then on the other hand, keeping stu-
dents, faculty, employees safe.”
— TODD HEYWOOD

(Jayden Hewitt contributed to this re-
port.)

 Jayden Hewitt/City Pulse

Lansing Community College student Tiernan Henrich uses his ID card to open a door 
to a building on the downtown campus. LCC is approaching the first anniversary of a 
new locked-door policy.

A year in, LCC satisfied with keeping building doors locked
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Rezoning #2022-18 (Planning Commission)

The Township Board at its regular meeting on November 1, 2022 approved for introduction 
and subsequent adoption Rezoning #2022-18, a request to rezone seven parcels on Van Atta 
Road and Cornell Road from RRA (One-Family Suburban Estate Residential) to RA 
(One-Family Medium-Density Residential).
The six parcels on Van Atta Road, north of Grand River Avenue, are as follows:
Parcel 1 – ID #24-377-017, 4564 Van Atta Road
Parcel 2 – ID #24-377-012, 4558 Van Atta Road
Parcel 3 – ID #24-377-013, 4552 Van Atta Road
Parcel 4 – ID #24-377-004, 4544 Van Atta Road
Parcel 5 – ID #24-377-005, 4536 Van Atta Road
Parcel 6 – ID #24-377-018, Unaddressed on Van Atta Road
The one parcel, located on the northwest corner of Ethel Street and Cornell Road, is as 
follows:
Parcel 7 – ID #23-377-011, 1250 Ethel Street
Materials related to the rezoning request may be examined at the Department of Community 
Planning and Development, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198 
(517.853.4560) between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Deborah Guthrie
Township Clerk

CP#22-258

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY

LEGAL AD NOTICE: REZONING #2022-18

(PLANNING COMMISSION)

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held on Monday, November 14, 
2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council Chambers, 10th Floor Lansing 
City Hall, 124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI for the purpose of considering:

An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend the Lansing Codified 
Ordinances by repealing Chapter 844, Sections 844.27 through 844.99, to eliminate 
City permitting requirements for solicitors of charitable and religious donations

Persons with disabilities who need an accommodation to fully participate in these meetings 
should contact the City Council Office at 517-483-4177 (TDD (517) 483-4479) 24 hour notice 
may be needed for certain accommodations. An attempt will be made to grant all reasonable 
accommodation requests.

For more information, please call 517-483-4177. If you are interested in this matter, please 
attend the public hearing or send a representative. Written comments will be accepted 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the 
Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#22-256

STATE OF MICHIGAN INGHAM COUNTY PROBATE COURT. NOTICE TO CREDITORS. 
Decedent’s Estate. Case No. 22-1407-DE. Estate of Peggy Ann Reynolds. Date of birth: 
01/26/1949. TO ALL CREDITORS: NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent, Peggy Ann 
Reynolds, died 10/11/2022. Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the 
estate will be forever barred unless presented to Donald Church, personal representative, or 
to both the probate court at 313 West Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 48933 and the personal 
representative within 4 months after the date of publication of this notice. 11/09/2022. Donald 
Church, 10594 Sunset Dr., Portland, MI 48875, 517-743-1131. CP#22-259

STATE OF MICHIGAN INGHAM COUNTY PROBATE COURT. NOTICE TO CREDITORS. 
Decedent’s Estate. Case No. 22-1399-DE. Estate of Ann Marie Pushies. Date of birth: 
04/07/1969. TO ALL CREDITORS: NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent, Ann Marie 
Pushies, died 07/26/2022. Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the 
estate will be forever barred unless presented to Paul A. Riggio, personal representative, or to 
both the probate court at Ingham County Probate Court 313 West Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 
48933 and the personal representative within 4 months after the date of publication of this 
notice. 11/09/2022. Paul A. Riggio 4350 Shaftsburg Road, Williamston, MI 48895, 
517-404-8361. CP#22-260

Local and state officials are scrambling 
to address a traffic situation that Lansing 
Board of Education President Gabrielle 
Lawrence called “dangerous and a knot 
of chaos.”

Neighborhood leaders and school offi-
cials are concerned about traffic at Pat-
tengill Biotechnical Magnet School, for-
merly the Fairview Elementary School, 
on the east side. Pickup and drop-off 
times are of most concern, said Bridget 
Doyle Coe, vice president of the East-
side Neighborhood Organization and a 
“There’s nobody watching children that 
are coming into the parking lot. It’s just 
like a circle of chaos,” Coe said.

The school is sandwiched between 
Grand River Avenue and Saginaw High-

way, both state highway M-43, but with 
one-way traffic going in different direc-
tions. Twice a day the area is snarled with 
traffic, neighborhood leaders from the 
Eastside Neighborhood Organization 
said during a Nov. 2 meeting.  

Students have to be in class at Patten-
gill Biotechnical Magnet School, former-
ly the Fairview Elementary School, by 
7:40 a.m. A mass of cars floods the area 
to drop off kids, often bumping bumpers 
in the chaos. The same confusion reigns 
when students are released from class-
es at 2:40 p.m. The problem has been 
building since the building was re-chris-
tened Pattengill, but it did not become 
truly apparent until this year. 

“It’s an accident waiting to happen,” 

ENO President Nancy 
Mahlow told the Lansing 
school board on Nov. 3.

While Both Mahlow and 
Coe reported seeing acci-
dents at the school, they 
are described as “very mi-
nor, like a bumper bump” 
Mahlow said, a Lansing 
city official said there were 
zero accidents reported in 
the area in the past year 
and during the pickup and 
drop-off times. 

Lansing School District 
high school students are 
relying on Capital Area 
Transit Authority buses, 
but younger students still 
rely on transportation from 
contractor Dean Transpor-
tation. That’s been an issue, 
said Guillermo López, a Lansing Board 
of Education member. 

Lopez said the bus driver shortage is so 
severe that some routes end up canceled 
just 30 minutes before a child is expect-
ed to be picked up. That leaves parents 
scrambling to get their kids to the school 
with little notice. Coe concurred with 
López in the meeting. 

Some help is on the way, but not soon. 
The Michigan Department of Trans-
portation, which is responsible for traf-
fic control on highways like M-43, has 
already conducted a traffic study and 
concluded a flashing red light for traf-
fic heading north on Fairview Avenue 
across Saginaw needs to be a full traffic 
light. 

The problem? It could take 18 to 24 
months to get that light in place, offi-
cials from MDOT told ENO. Things like 
steel poles used to suspend traffic lights 
are caught in supply-chain issues across 
the country. That was, in part, due to 
the COVID shutdowns leaving many 

shipping containers at sea, on a ship in a 
harbor or in harbor yards, instead of on 
trucks fanning out across the U.S.

“We definitely ran into issues with ac-
cess to those poles when we were tran-
sitioning the one-way streets to two-way 
in downtown,” Scott Bean, a spokesper-
son for Mayor Andy Schor, said. “This is 
totally a real issue.”

In the meantime, officials recommend-
ed that ENO members seek a school zone 
designation between Marshall Street and 
Fairview Avenue. That would slow traffic 
and would give law enforcement anoth-
er tool to control the flow of traffic while 
waiting for the new light. 

Aaron Jenkins, a spokesperson for the 
Michigan Department of Transporta-
tion, said the agency was “exploring” the 
school safety zone idea. 

“The initial step would require a writ-
ten request from the superintendent of 
the schools,” Jenkins wrote in an email. 

‘Accident waiting to happen’
Pattengill Magnet School students’ traffic 
safety a concern, say neighbors

Todd Heywood/City Pulse

The parking lot at Pattengill Biotechnical Magnet 
School was quiet Tuesday because the school was 
closed, but parents and officials are concerned about 
the safety of children because of what a neighbor-
hood leader called a “circle of chaos” during pickup 
and drop-off times.

See Accident, Page 7
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Superintendent Ben Shuldiner told 
ENO members during the Board of Edu-
cation meeting on Nov. 3 that the district 
would be following up with MDOT and 
neighbors to find a speedy solution. Dis-
trict officials were unavailable to respond 
to City Pulse by print deadline.

Bean said the city has not seen the 
MDOT data but is aware of the concerns 
of increased traffic in the area. He said 

Schor and Lansing Police Chief Ellery 
Sosebee would review any date from 
MDOT “and determine the best course 
of action moving forward. This includes 
the possibility of increased road patrols 
by LPD during these busy times and po-
tential school zone designation.

“These are great options, but the may-
or wants to take a look at the MDOT 
data and have a conversation with Chief 
Sosebee to ensure everyone is on the 
same page and the city can best imple-
ment any safety measures proposed.”

— TODD HEYWOOD

Accident
from page 6

Ho

Monday-Saturday 10AM to 6PM
Sunday 12PM to 5PM

319 E.  Cesar  Chavez Ave. ,  Lansing 48906 
(517)  999 0399   BradlysHG.com

F R E E  G i f t  B o x i n g  o n  a n y  i t e m  t h a t  f i t s  o u r  b o x e s .   
C u s t o m  G i f t  B a s k e t s  a v a i l a b l e .

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Zoning Amendment #2022-14 (Planning Commission)
Public Hearing

The Township Board at its regular meeting on November 1, 2022 approved for introduction 
and subsequent adoption Ordinance 2022-14 to update the Zoning Ordinance to delete the 
RRA, One-Family, Suburban Estate Residential District from the ordinance in its entirety and 
reserve Section 86-370 for future use.
A complete copy of the amendment may be viewed at the Community Planning and Develop-
ment office, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198 (phone 517-853-4560), 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Deborah Guthrie
Township Clerk

CP#22-257

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: ZONING AMENDMENT #2022-14

(PLANNING COMMISSION)
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Voters sign-
ing applications 
for ballots at 
Gardner Magnet 
School in south 
Lansing in Tues-
day’s General 
Election, whose 
turnout City Clerk 

Chris Swope described as “brisk.” At midday, Swope said 
the only incident was at the polling place at Gier Communi-
ty Center in north Lansing, when a man reportedly snatched 
pens from people’s hands and gave them permanent mark-
ers instead. A conspiracy theory falsely claims that using a 
“Sharpie” marker to fill out ballots in Arizona caused votes for 
President Donald Trump to be invalidated.

The Lansing Housing Commission 
moved forward with its plan to sell 
200 public housing units to a private 
Florida investment company after 
receiving approval by the federal 
government. Doug Fleming, the com-
mission’s executive director, said the next 

step is to give residents 90 days’ written notice. The Lansing 
State Journal reported that after expenses the commission is go-
ing to receive over $12 million from the sale to SK Investments 
Group. The commission sought the sale because it said it cannot 
afford to maintain the units. It has not said what it will do with 
the money.

  
The Ingham County Sheriff’s Office 

said that at least five people say they 
were sexually victimized by Ger-
ald Allen Sutter, 70, a longtime area 
youth sports referee, the Lansing 
State Journal reports. The Lansing 
Township man was arrested and charged 
last month with sexually assaulting a 
teenage boy he had begun “grooming” when the alleged victim 
was still in elementary school. According to court records, Sut-
ter gave him  “a lot of marijuana.” Sutter faces trial next week on 
three counts of criminal sexual conduct.

Five Lansing police officers used excessive force in a 
wrongful arrest two years ago, a suit filed in federal court 
against them and the city of Lansing claims. Glenn Wayne 
Stewart said police broke down his door, held him down and re-
peatedly struck him. Police were responding to a neighbor’s com-
plaint that Stewart was being loud and making threats. He was 
taken to the emergency room after being arrested, where he was 
treated for multiple injuries and briefly placed on a respirator, the 
suit says. Charges against Stewart were dismissed for lack of a 

probable cause. The suit asks for at 
least $150,000 from each defendant 
and $100,000 from the city.

Ingham County Circuit Judge 
Rosemary Aquilina demanded 
Prosecutor Carol Siemon step 

down over plea deals the judge has found too outland-
ishly lenient to accept, the Lansing State Journal report-
ed. Speaking in open court after sentencing a Delta Township 
man to up to 100 years — Siemon had agreed to 30 to 50 
years — for two murders, the judge said she hoped Siemon 
“has nightmares for the thought of what she was about to do 

that I stopped.” Aq-
uilina joined the In-
gham County sheriff 
and others in attack-
ing Siemon’s sentenc-
ing reform efforts. In 
a statement, Siemon 
said she has “a respon-
sibility for making the 

tough calls and I stand by all of the work I have done.” Siemon 
has said she is not seeking reelection when her term ends in 
two years.

Outgoing MSU President Samuel Stanley called his 
three years in charge “eventful” in 
a farewell letter last week. Stanley’s 
last day was Friday after he announced 
he would quit because he’d lost confi-
dence in the Board of Trustees. Pro-
vost and Executive Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Teresa K. Woodruff 
took over as interim president Satur-
day. Stanley replaced Acting President 
Satish Updpa, who replaced Interim President John Engler, 
who replaced President Lou Anna Simon in 2018 in the wake 
of the Larry Nassar scandal. Stay tuned.

Webberville’s ex-treasurer has been charged with 
allegedly embezzling $50,000 to $100,000 from cash 

payments and payroll 
fraud over the last four 
years. Jamie Hord, 52, 
of Owosso faces up to 15 
years in prison if she is 
convicted. A detective for 
the Ingham County Sher-

riff ’s Office said the total loss was more than $98,200. Hord’s 
lawyer, Jamie White, declined to comment.

Here and there: A 45-year-old white man was found dead 
on the ground near a dumpster in the 3200 block of St. Joseph 
St. in Lansing Township. No foul play is suspected. … Clay Ryan 
Wenzlick, 19, of Elsie, whose 
passion was racing, died 
in a car crash. His funeral 
will be at Mid-Michigan 
Raceway Park, in Fenwick, 
according to his obituary. 
… Family-owned Crumbl 
Cookies, which has spread 
to 36 states since starting 
in 2017, is coming to Lan-
sing at 501 N. Marketplace Blvd. in Delta Township. More are 
planned in the area. 
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

BY BERL SCHWARTZ

642 S. Francis Ave., Lansing

The front door and some win-
dows are covered over with peel-
ing plywood, and the front of the 
home is overgrown with weeds. 
The boarded-up front door, and the 
window next to it, where Lansing 
Code Compliance posted a red tag 
— now faded — are blocked by such 
lovely weeds and burdock clings to 
the front cement patio, caking any 
clothing daring enough to approach 
with sticky, round seed pods. 

On the side of this eastside build-
ing is another red tag, on a win-
dow. The wood clapboard siding is 
peeling off the house, as are thick 
sheets of paint, which have chipped 
and fallen off across all sides of the 
house. In the backyard is a large 
mattress. 

The 616-square-foot home was 
red-tagged for safety issues on Nov. 
21, 2019, according to Lansing 
property records. The home was 
tax foreclosed by Ingham County 
in July 2020. In February  2021 the 
property was handed over the Ing-
ham County Land Bank Fast Track 
Authority. 

— TODD HEYWOOD
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our weekly 
look at some of the seedier properties in 
Lansing. It rotates with Eye Candy of the 
Week and Eye for Design. Have a sug-
gestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com  
or call in a nomination at 517-999-5061.
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Let’s say your preferred political can-
didate didn’t win Tuesday. Let’s say 
you’re convinced we’re all in trouble.

I’ll concede your point. The country, 
the state, your hometown, your neigh-
borhood, everything. It’s all messed up.

Some people think 
elections were rigged. 
Other people think 
the people who think 
the elections were 
rigged are crackpots.

Who is to blame for 
8% inflation? $4.25 
gas prices? Global 
warming? Cruddy 
roads? Unafford-
able health care? Low K-12 test scores? 
COVID-19? 

Those are problems. But then there 
are REAL problems.

If you picked up this newspaper and 
are reading this column, you’re prob-
ably not worried about a drone strike 
obliterating your home in the middle of 
the night. Folks in Kyiv, Ukraine, can’t 
say the same.

You’re not scratching out a living 
through multiple seasons of drought. 
The impoverished folks in the growing 
Kenyan desert can’t say the same.

Unless you’ve got a place that Hur-
ricane Ian mowed down last month, 
you’re not picking up old photographs 
through the rubble that used to be your 
home. Folks in Fort Myers, Florida, 
can’t say the same.

You’re not so worried about being sold 
into a sex trafficking ring by the drug 
cartel that you’re walking hundreds of 
miles to a different country. Teenagers 
in parts of Central America can’t say the 
same.

For most of us, the day before Election 
Day isn’t going to be all that much dif-
ferent than the day after Election Day. 
Unless you’re working for a campaign or 
for an elected official on the ballot, your 
job probably didn’t depend on it.

Your car didn’t explode. The buses are 
still running. Your roof didn’t cave in. 
Police are still patrolling the streets. If 
there’s nothing in the fridge, it has noth-
ing to do with how this election turned 
out.

Drivers (by and large) aren’t blowing 
the wrong way down the streets at 80. 
There isn’t open warfare in the streets.

We didn’t participate in an election 
where we were under physical threat to 
vote a certain way. You think the people 

of Russia can say that? How about Chi-
na?

Would you rather have Vladimir Pu-
tin as your leader? Waking up every day 
scared about losing your life if you speak 
out for freedoms?

Regardless of whether your candidate 
won or lost, we’ve got it pretty darn good 
in the United States of America. It’s easy 
to forget that. A democratic republic 
can be messy, but it’s better than blood 
in the streets.

This isn’t cold comfort for a losing 
side. This is perspective. We seem to be 
losing it in the minute-by-minute news 
cycle we seem to be living in. 

Stop. Quick. Check your phone. What 
is someone saying on Twitter?

If your side didn’t win, you’re being 
assured that the “fight” isn’t over.

The fight. What are we really “fight-
ing” for? Why are we always fighting? 
When will ever “win” this fight? And 
what do we think we’re winning?

What does victory look like? When do 
you envision celebrating the spoils?

Answer that for yourself. Politics isn’t 
a game of territorial pride like orga-
nized sports. We’re not slipping on our 
team jerseys two years from now to go 
through this all over again for bragging 
rights.

We should be selecting good people to 
work through common issues.

Again, maybe your preferred candi-
date didn’t win. What were you hoping 
to get out of him or her that you don’t 
think you’ll get from the winner? Try to 
work with who did get elected. Write an 
email. Call a staffer. Attempt to make 
headway on that issue.

He or she may surprise you.
If they don’t, there’s always the next 

election. Talk with family members, 
friends, acquaintances. Listen to what 
they have to say. Share perspectives. 
Share experiences.

Our political figures are often reflec-
tive of the people who support them. If 
you don’t like the divisive, vitriolic ten-
ure of today’s politics, change your own 
tenor.

We don’t need to “fight” with anyone. 
Listen to everyone. Work with the will-
ing. 

We’ll likely get better results out of 
our election choices, even if our pre-
ferred candidate didn’t win.

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capi-
tol news service MIRS at melinnky@
gmail.com.)

A very long time ago, when I was a 
pup reporter at the old Philadelphia 
Bulletin, the paper across town was 
owned and run by Walter Annen-
berg. Now, I never cared for Annen-
berg’s politics. He was buddies with 
Nixon, who named him ambassador 
to England. And I didn’t care much 
for the loose ethics 
of his newspaper, 
The Philadelphia 
Inquirer. (After he 
sold it, it became a 
great newspaper.) 
After all, his “in-
vestigative” report-
er, a guy named 
Harry Karafin, went to jail for black-
mailing people by not doing stories 
on them.

Annenberg comes to mind be-
cause one of the most entertaining 
things he did was attack his local col-
umnist, Joe McGinniss. McGinness 
went on to a successful career writ-
ing books, the best known being the 
brilliant true-crime account “Fatal 
Vision.” But back when McGinniss 
was pumping out seven columns a 
week for the Inky, occasionally he’d 
anger Annenberg. And what would 
Annenberg do? He’d fire right back, 
publishing an editorial that dumped 
all over McGinniss.

What’s this got to do with any-
thing?

Well, across the page from me is a 
column by my longtime friend and 
associate Kyle Melinn, whom I’ve 
known since he was a kid at MSU, 
before he became one of the state’s 
most prominent and respected po-
litical writers. One of the things I 
respect most about Kyle is I don’t 
know how he votes. When it comes 
to his chosen field, he’s as objective 
as it’s possible to get.

I respect him enough that I pub-
lish his column no matter what he 
says in it.

But that doesn’t mean I always 
agree with him. And I sure don’t to-
day.

When he called me Tuesday morn-
ing to kick around his idea for a col-
umn —which was basically a plea for 
everyone to put aside their political 
differences at least long enough to 
actually solve some problems — I 
gave him my 2 cents’ worth. Really, 
a lot more than 2 cents. I agreed we 

have huge problems to tackle. I ram-
bled on for a while about how I’ve 
never seen so much animosity, and I 
sympathized at trying to write any-
thing on the eve of a wildly unpre-
dictable election that will be worth 
reading after the voting is done. And 
then I said what I always say: “It’s 
your column.”

And now I say, “And you’re wel-
come to it.”

If you haven’t read it yet, stop 
reading mine and read it. Then come 
back.

Are you back?
OK, sure, as Kyle says, it’s not 

as bad here as it could be, by far. 
Ukraine is worse. Kenya is worse. 
And so on. Conceded.

But no blood in the streets? What 
was that little rumble at the Capi-
tol on Jan. 6, aided and abetted by 
a man who just won’t go away, who 
is about to announce for president 
again? And whose main opposition 
for the Republican nod is a way 
smarter version of him, who created 
Election Police in Florida who are 
intimidating voters at government 
expense?

I’m at the same disadvantage as 
my friend Kyle was in writing a 
post-election column the day before 
the election. I don’t have a crystal ball 
either. But I’ll bet you that Republi-
can election-deniers are going to do 
fine, or fine enough to be encouraged 
to keep on their path toward destroy-
ing American democracy.

Yes, you’re right, Kyle, tomorrow 
is not going to seem much different 
from yesterday when it comes to ma-
terial things. But if Trumpism ad-
vances because of this election, as I 
expect it will, it’s going to be a little 
bit worse. A little bit worse, day by 
day, kinda like what happened with 
the climate … until it’s a lot worse. 

Your solution is to go to bat for 
what you believe in. Except some nut 
job might bat you over the head for 
what you believe in. Can’t happen 
here? Tell it to Paul Pelosi.

This isn’t politics as usual. Maybe 
the entire sky isn’t falling. But some 
of it is. The day after the election may 
not seem so different from the day 
before it. But I suggest you at least 
ought to start carrying an umbrella.

(Berl Schwartz is the editor and 
publisher of City Pulse.)

POLITICS

BERL SCHWARTZ

The ‘fight’ is only over
when we want it to be

Something’s happening here … 
And pretending it isn’t won’t fix it
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By TAYLOR BLAIR
The return of the Women in the Arts 

Festival may bring a roster of music, an 
artist market, food and good times. But 
over the years, it’s also provided a wel-
coming safe space during times of polit-
ical uncertainty. 

“In 2016, after the election, many wom-
en were devastated,” recalled Julie Haan, 
a WITA Festival committee member. 
“Having the festival and a place to come 
together and kind of go through that loss 
of a ‘feminist election.’ People really tuned 

in to see how 
important this 
c o m m u n i t y 
event is.”

Returning 
this week-
end to Edge-
wood United 
Church in East 
Lansing,  the 

37th annual event is diverse as ever. The 
artist market offers more than 50 booths 
of products, services and local non-profit 
organizations — all fronted and created 
by women. For shoppers, there is one-of-
a-kind art on canvas, handmade jewelry 
and mixed media stationary. Sistrum, a 
women’s choral group, is providing food 
for attendees. 

Haan, who has worked with the fes-
tival since 2006 after relocating to 
Lansing, said she was thrilled to join a 
diverse group of artistic women with 
similar interests, as well as getting to in-
teract with their loyal festival attendees. 
It is a familial feeling that makes WITA 
unique and something to experience. 
It’s about reconnecting and making new 
connections. This year, WITA’s roster is 
stacked with reunion shows from local 
bands, and Haan said it was intentional. 
“It is about seeing people you haven’t seen 
all year, and your favorite music coming 
back after going into the pandemic where 
we couldn’t do anything.” 

During the height of COVID-19 in 
2020, WITA hosted hosted a free virtual 
festival, and donations went straight to 
the performers. 

“We had a scaled-down version,” Haan 
recalled of last year’s event. “We only al-

lowed about half 
the vendors so that 
we can have the 
space required with 
masks. This year 
is the kind of a re-
union where all the 
stops are out.”

For some WITA 
veterans, this year of 
reunions is one for 
the books, thanks 
to comeback perfor-
mances from Half 
Looking and Ner-
vous But Excited. 
The second-night 
headliners, Kate Pe-
terson and Sarah 
Cleaver of Nervous 
but Excited, share 
their excitement 
to get back on the 
WITA stage after a 
decade-long hiatus. 
“Honestly? We just 
missed it,” Cleaver 
said. “Ten years is a 
big deal, and it’s a 
good thing to cele-
brate.”

The festival is 
a testament to to 
the community 
of women in the 
Lansing area. It 
is a driving force that connects Ner-
vous but Excited to Lansing even from 
its first shows almost 20 years ago. 
“If there was  one thing that got behind 
us and lifted us up as young perform-
ers, it would be the Lansing women’s 
community,” Peterson said. “It’s very 
deep-rooted. Some of the organizations 
there are among the first that made les-
bian music a thing.” 

She credits Goldenrod Music, a wom-
en’s music distribution company in Lan-
sing, for bringing the two together. 

Nervous But Excited is known for 
its distinct folk sound. Between them, 
there are guitars, banjos, ukuleles — 
even a mandolin. The precise harmo-
nies and smooth chords will sneak up 

on you after a delicate build, and the lyr-
ics walk you through a transporting ex-
perience of love, fear and all the things 
that make humans so complicated. 
“It’s kind of homestead,” Cleaver said. “The 
songs are very intimate and personal re-
flections of our lives. I think how we talk 
about and introduce these songs and inter-
act with the audience is what changes and 
involves much more political elements.”

Organizing the festival was a collab-
orative process by a committee of vol-
unteers eager to keep the event alive. 
“This group formed here has been 
around probably the last seven years,” 
Haan said. “Everyone has a job, and they 
do it. It’s almost like clockwork.” 

In summertime each year, Haan and 
the other committee members start to see 

inquiries for booth space applications. 
The questions come from familiar faces 
that have appeared since the beginning, 
but new artists are welcomed each year. 
“In some ways, we don’t have to do a 
lot of searching for vendors because we 
have word of mouth,” Haan said. “And 
it’s just gotten more popular.”

She attributed the popularity to artists 
wanting to participate in festivals close 
to home and keeping expenses down. 
Compared to higher vendor booth costs, 
WITA has fees of $40, making the event 
feasible for smaller vendors. “The festi-
val is one of those staples in the commu-
nity that people depend on,” Haan said. 
A few years ago, WITA partnered with 
Ten Pound Fiddle to help host the con-
cert side of WITA. Haan credits Ten 
Pound Fiddle’s partnership and dedicat-
ed audience with expanding the festival’s 
footprint and creating stability. Haan 
sees this as an opportunity to bring in 
new and younger people who want to 
continue bringing the festival to East 
Lansing.

It is free to enter the festival’s artist 
markets and view day stage performanc-
es. However, headliner tickets start at 
$20 for the public, $18 for Ten Pound 
Fiddle members and $5 for students. 
They also follow a “pay what you can” 
model to encourage community partic-
ipation to keep the arts accessible for all. 
These proceeds help support WITA and 
donations are highly encouraged. 
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Returning with reunions
Women in the Arts Festival hosts Nervous But Excited, art and more

East Lansing Women 
in the Arts Festival

Friday-Saturday, Nov. 11-12
Edgewood United Church
469 N. Hagadorn Road, East 
Lansing
witafestival.com

Courtesy photos

Photos from past WITA events (above and to the right) 
show rooms full of loyal attendees. The festival is now in its 
37th year.

Courtesy photo

The duo Nervous but Excited — Kate Peterson (left) and 
Sarah Cleaver — reunites Saturday at the Women in the Arts 
Festival this weekend.
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By LUCAS HENKEL
Subscription boxes are everywhere. 

From groceries to pet supplies, the con-
venience of getting curated items based 
on personal taste delivered to your door 
is a still-growing industry. While sub-
scription boxes containing THC prod-
ucts might not be available yet for rea-
sons of state-by-state legality, smoking 
accessory subscription boxes are a huge 
success. 

Two companies offering such custom 
kits are Daily High Club and Hemper. 
If you’re looking to expand your glass 
collection, or need a unique gift idea this 
upcoming holiday season, read on as I 
break down a few choice plans.

Hemper Box from Hemper 
$40 
hemper.com
Hemper, which launched in 2015, is 

known for its monthly, carefully curat-
ed cannabis accessory boxes. The com-
pany’s limited-run boxes include lim-

ited-edition glass bongs and bubblers 
with original artwork that ultimately 
become collectors’ items.  

Each Hemper Box comprises one 
themed glass piece and a handful of oth-
er goodies: a 14 mm quartz banger for 
concentrates and dabs, a 14 mm flow-
er bowl for classic potheads, smoking 
papers and cones, lighters, hemp wick, 
cleaning caps and cleaning supplies. 

Hemper Boxes are available for $40 

a month, which is a steal considering 
there’s easily $100 worth of product in-
side each box. 

If you’re looking for a box with even 
more products and a jumbo-sized ver-
sion of the monthly glass piece, check 
out the Hemper XL Box for a cool $150. 

I snagged the Mystical Crystal Ball box 
a while back, and the Crystal Ball Rig 
is easily one of my favorite pieces in my 
collection. Its compact size makes it per-
fect to pass around with friends. 

If you’re not in the glassware market, 
consider picking up the Hemper Tech 

Box, Hemper’s solution to en-
suring your glass pieces are as 
clean as the day you got them. 
These are available at a lower 
price point, $22 per month, 
and include its line of inno-
vative cleaning products, such 
as isopropyl alcohol-infused 
cotton swabs, wipes, clean-
ing bristles and tips. Its web-
site also ships a wide array of 
other smoking and dabbing 
accessories, like grinders, va-
porizers and dab nails (not 
available for individual pur-
chase).

pureoptions.com

FOR REGISTERED QUALIFYING PATIENTS ONLY OR FOR USE BY INDIVIDUALS 21 YEARS OF AGE OR 
OLDER FOR ADULT USE. KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN. IT IS ILLEGAL TO DRIVE A MOTOR VEHICLE 
WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF MARIJUANA. ACTUAL VALUE OF THC AND CBD MAY VARY FROM 
REPORTED VALUE BY 10%. 
NATIONAL POISON CONTROL CENTER 1-800-222-1222

Warning: Use by pregnant or breastfeeding women, or by women 
planning to become pregnant, may result in fetal injury, pre-term birth, 
low birth weight, or developmental problems for the child.

Carts & Concentrates 

Other

Flower

Lansing & Muskegon Only 11/7 through 11/13

Grab N’ Grow Clones 
3 Strains Available

3/$100
Frandor Only - Limited 3 per person

Grab N’ Grow Clones 
3 Strains Available

3/$100
Frandor Only - Limited 3 per person

13/$100
Northcoast Extracts
1g Carts (Non-Tiered)
Northcoast Extracts

5/$100
Element Premium 
Live Resin .5g Carts

4/$100
Element Premium 
Live Resin 1g 
Concentrates

4/$100
Breeze Chill 1g 
Disposable Vapes

4/$100
Breeze Chill 1g 
Disposable Vapes

Element Premium 

Concentrates

Element Premium 

Concentrates

4/$100
Breeze Chill 1g 
Disposable Vapes

20% O�
All Tinctures

5/$30
Pure Options 
Premium Flower 
1g Pre-Rolls

2/$35
Element Premium
1g Infused Pre-RollsPremium Flower 

2/$35
Element Premium
1g Infused Pre-Rolls

$75.00
1oz Pre-Packed
Flower (Various Strains)

$25.00
15+ Pure Options 
Strains Pre-Packed 
Eighths

(Various Strains)

3/$40
Kiva Chocolate 
Bars

3/$404/$20
Fluresh 10x10
Gummies

20% O�
All Stiiizy
Brand Products

Chocolate 
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in Review:
Terple Gang
in Review:

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub.

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds.

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too.

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor.

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell.

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.”

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high.

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high.

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%.

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.”

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button.

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output.

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week.

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year.

Here’s a look at a few of them:
Terple Gang — Bombulan
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder.

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed.

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips.

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes.

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks.

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too.

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes.

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty.

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap.

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com.

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Subscription 
Boxes

Battle of the subscription boxes
Hemper vs. Daily High Club  

See Lansterdam, Page 17
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By SAM EASTER
The coronavirus pandemic landed at the perfectly 

wrong time for Greg Kigar, who started working with 
the Lansing Lugnuts in early March 2020. He went 
around the office introducing himself for less than 
two weeks — and the rest of his colleagues he had to 
meet on Zoom. 

For the last two and a half years, he’s been helping 
Lansing’s minor league baseball team navigate the 
stormy seas of a pandemic, balancing operations and 
COVID safety. But as the pandemic fades, Kigar, a 
Lugnuts assistant general manager, is now left deal-
ing with probably the pandemic’s most famous eco-
nomic snarl: a tight labor market that has rewarded 
workers but pinched employers and has helped drive 
inflation.

The team relies on a crew of workers for conces-
sions, ticketing and everything in between — but 
they’ve been tremendously hard to find this year. 
Post-game cleanup crews are notably difficult to put 
together, he said. 

“We hired a temporary company to come and 
help. And then they were having issues and they quit 
showing up,” Kigar said, noting that he’s found him-
self personally in the stands cleaning up after games 
more so than any other season in his career. 

It raises a thorny question — what wage is the right 

wage? Right now, a lot of the basic jobs around the 
ballpark pay about $10 an hour. Would $12 fix those 
problems, Kigar wonders? What about $14, or even 
$16 or $18? There are no easy answers. 

“At the end of the day, we’re working on budgets,” 
Kigar said, “and it’s like, OK, I’ve got to 
clean up after 66 games, and how much 
out of my total budget is there gon-
na cost just for that, let alone to staff a 
game?”

It’s left Kigar scratching his head, try-
ing to reimagine how the Lugnuts re-
cruit workers. 

“We used to basically open up the 
ballpark to do our job fair,” he said. “And 
then last year, we moved it over to the 
Lansing center thinking we’d have this 
huge mob wanting to come back to 
work. And I think we had 16 or 18 peo-
ple show up.”

In Lansing, around Michigan and beyond, busi-
nesses and workers have had to adapt into and out 
of the nigh-unthinkable height of the pandemic. But 
what’s been left behind is high inflation, rising inter-
est rates and a growing sense that a recession might 
make things worse before they get better. 

It’s not clear what comes next,  and it’s not perfect-

ly clear how we got here, either. There are theories, 
though, spanning sudden pandemic retirements to 
supply chain snarls to the war in Ukraine — all tug-
ging at the delicate balance of supply and demand. 

Bob Tresize is the president and CEO of the Lan-
sing Economic Area Partnership, or 
LEAP. He points out that, as the pan-
demic worsened, baby boomers left the 
American workforce.

“Ten, 15, maybe 20 years of normal 
incremental demographic movement 
was scrunched into two years,” he said, 
representing tens of millions of workers 
quitting the economy without obvious re-
placements. 

“Purely from a demographic perspec-
tive, a huge amount of people left, and a 
small amount of people entered,” Trezise 
said. “And they entered under very, very 

difficult virtual circumstances into the 
workforce. All overnight.” 

Trezise also argues that immigration policy hasn’t 
helped. He traces a tight labor market through 
strict immigration policies under President Donald 
Trump, which he said cracked down not only on ille-

CCHHAANNGGEE  yyoouurr  lliiffee  
iinn  ttwwoo  mmoonntthhss..

LEARN MORE INSIDE

What wage is the right wage?
Pandemic subsides — but Lansing’s labor market remains tight

See Wage, Page 14

 Roxanne Frith for City Pulse

Lansing Lugnuts executive Greg Kigar says the team moved its job fair to the Lansing Center this year because it was a 
crush of people for concession and ticketing jobs. Fewer than 20 showed up.

Trezise
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gal arrivals, but on legal migration, too 
— moves that have crimped the labor 
supply precisely when it needs more 
workers. 

Nowadays,  the compound effects of 
a pandemic crunch and more are all 
around.

“You can see it in healthcare systems 
massively struggling to hire nurses,” 
Trezise said. “You certainly see it in 
the schools, (with) incredible difficul-
ty hiring teachers. You see it with the 
local municipalities not being able to 
hire police.” 

Kathy Holcomb is the owner of Ab-
solute Gallery in Old Town. She said 
it’s not hard to find appli-
cants for jobs — but it has 
been hard to find qualified 
ones. 

“Just any warm body 
isn’t going to be a fit for 
small business,” she said. 
“You have to do a lot of 
everything versus just one 
thing — everything from 
sweep the floors on up.”

Inflation has been ex-
traordinary, Holcomb said. 
One customer saw the 
price of the same frame qua-
druple between September 2019 and 
the spring of this year, she said. 

“I’ve had things go up anywhere 
from 25% to 300%, in terms of the 

cost of goods sold,” she said. 
That’s no surprise to anyone fol-

lowing the numbers. According to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, inflation 
burned at a scorching 8.2% over the 
12 months prior to its October update. 
That’s a tough test for businesses al-
ready grappling with a tight labor 
market.

It’s not all bad news, though. Curva-
ceous Lingerie owner Lauren Palmer 
said she more than doubled the size of 
her business when she moved it into 
the 100 block of Cesar E. Chavez Ave-
nue in Old Town this year. 

“Our number one business is bras 
and bra fitting, which is a pretty neces-
sary commodity,” she said. “People still 
need those things. Like underwear, 
right? People still need them and are 
going to buy them whether we’re in a 

recession or not.” 
Palmer is still seeing 

plenty of applicants for 
jobs, she said — enough 
that she isn’t concerned 
about staffing.

“We’re adjusting to be-
ing much larger, which 
is great. But being larger 
comes with more expens-
es and whatnot, too. So 
it’s just finding the right 
balance,” she said. “Re-

garding inflation itself, I 
mean yeah, our costs have gone up. 
We just did our first voluntary price 
increase across the board this past 
month, which helps kind of offset 
some of the shipping costs that have 

been increasing, things like that.” 
Is she nervous about the future? 

About where inflation and rising in-
terest rates could lead? 

“It’s kind of in the back of my mind, 
I guess,” she said. “But at this point, 
I’m not making a lot of business deci-
sions thinking that we are going to be 
going into a recession. Everything is 
pretty much standard, run-of-the-mill 
… at this point.”  

Justin Walworth is chief human re-
source officer for Peckham, a vocation-
al rehabilitation group that connects 
people like refugees, disabled persons 
and veterans to jobs. Those can be 
humble positions, but they were often 
critical during the pandemic. 

“When the pandemic hit, Peckham 
was deemed an essential employer 
right off the bat,” he said, pointing out 
Peckham’s custodial workers. “It feels 
like there are probably fewer people 
applying than there were several years 
ago, some of that could also be that we 
are also expanding some of our areas. 
So we’ve got continued growth that 
we’re working on.”

Crystal balling it
It’s hard to say what comes next 

— but there’s a broad sense of what 
might happen. 

“I think employees have over the 
last couple of years been placed in a 
position of a little bit greater leverage 
over the employers,” said Tim Daman, 
president and CEO of the Lansing Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce. “And I 
think as you continue to kind of may-
be see the economy slow, if it does slow 
down, some of those things there will 
potentially flip that leverage back to 
the employers.”

Daman also pointed out that, 
whatever does come next, Lansing’s 
extremely broad base of public-sec-
tor employees helps provide a reces-
sion-resistant ballast should the econ-
omy sail into stormy seas. 

“Historically, our employment base 
of state government and higher edu-
cation — Michigan State University, 
Lansing Community College —  those 
positions have helped our region, I 

think, weather and make it through 
economic downturns in the past better 
than other regions,” Daman said. 

Michigan State University deputy 
spokesperson Dan Olsen said in an 
emailed statement that the school is 
“not immune to some of the hiring 
challenges being experienced across 
the state and country.” Olsen said MSU 
has worked toward “more robust” re-
mote work policy and is “working on 
a caregiver program that better sup-
ports employee and family needs.” 

And although there’s a lack of clarity 
on what comes next — and even a lack 
of options in Lansing — there’s at least 
one way the region can move forward, 
Trezise said. That’s with more people 
in Lansing, growing the economy and 
filling jobs and making it a more vi-
brant place to live. 

“I don’t mean birth and death, Cen-
sus Bureau stuff,” he said. “I mean 
brand new people moving here and 
taking jobs.” 

Trezise is bullish on the outlook. Wag-
es, Trezise argued, are still competitive. 
Housing has remained more afford-
able than other places (though federal 
statistics still show a sharp increase; 
in Ingham County, one cost index rose 
14.22% from 2019 to 2021, while in 
Wayne County it’s increased more than 
15%. In both Kent and Grand Traverse 
counties, those numbers are at nearly 
19%). Companies, he said, are drawn to 
a “Goldilocks” community — “not too 
big and not too small.” 

“And that will be the secret sauce 
to us solving the lack of employees,” 
Trezise said. 

He also pointed out big recent in-
vestments, like the multi-billion dol-
lar Ultium Cells battery plant that saw 
construction begin this year, the pend-
ing arrival of German firm ATESTEO, 
McLaren’s new hospital and more. 

“It’s a complicated situation, but 
I believe the Lansing economy will 
weather any downturn and be poised 
to spring back when costs and inter-
est rates drop back down sometime 
next year or in early 2024,” said Karl 5660 W Grand River Ave, Lansing, MI 48906

Artisan Position - Reeder Pianos Inc.

Wood Workers Wanted

Some Wood Working Experience Required

Interest in Working With your hands
 

Willing to train the right person.
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See Wage, Page 15

Roxanne Frith for City Pulse

 “Just any warm body isn’t going to fit a small business,” says Kathy Holcomb, owner 
of Absolute Gallery in Lansing’s Old Town about trying to hire employees who meet 
her wide-ranging needs.

Dorshimer
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Lansing Community College is an equal opportunity 
educational institution/employer.

Job Training Center
517-483-9744  ·  lcc.edu/JTCtraining
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IINN ttwwoo mmoonntthhss..
Train for high-wage jobs in two months or 
less while gaining certifications desired by 
some of the area’s largest employers.

Program cost may be covered for eligible individuals. 
Contact the Job Training Center to learn more. 

Roxanne Frith

Lauren Palmer, owner of Curvaceous Lingerie, is not overly concerned about the economy. People will always need bras, she 
said.

Schor

Dorshimer, the Lansing Economic 
Development Corp. chief. “I anticipate 
that once this happens, there will be 
a surge in economic development in 
Lansing and we will again head into a 
growth phase.”

One of the central challenges for the 
future is downtown Lansing. Mayor 
Andy Schor is as optimistic as Trezise, 
ticking through a list of big projects 
and new developments. But he also 
noted that the “future of work” poses 

a question for the city’s future — one 
in which state employees, once the 
lifeblood of the city cen-
ter, have been increasingly 
displaced by the pandemic 
and are now pivoting in-
creasingly to remote work. 

“It’s a challenge for our 
economy. But it’s changing, 
and we’re changing with it,” 
he said. The ultimate goal 
is a daytime office activity, 
plus downtown housing 
that can boost the number 
of people shopping and 
finding a meal. 

This is what a lot of city leaders 
mean when they talk about the vi-

brancy of downtown Lan-
sing — one of the keys to 
the city’s future they hope 
will make it more attrac-
tive to employers and de-
velopers and, ultimately, 
new residents. 

“So for us, the future 
of work includes people 
working from home, try-
ing to get those state em-
ployees back in person,” 
Schor said. “But if they’re 
not, attracting them to 

Wage
from page 14

live in our downtown and shop and 
eat and other things. and really trans-
form our downtown into a walkable 
community day and night.” 

It’s impossible to know what hap-
pens next, but whatever comes to pass,  
Lansing is bracing for it. Holcomb 
opened Absolute Gallery in 2003. 
Since then, it’s been through all the 
ups and downs of small business: in-
flation, recession, and now, a pandem-
ic. She said she’s optimistic — ready 
to put her shoulder to the wheel and, 
once again, make her business thrive. 

“I know I’ve done it before, and I 
could do it again,” she said. “One of 
the things I came into business know-
ing is that there’s always going to be 
ebbs and flows. You can’t let it get you 
down — you just have to regroup and 
do what you can do at the time to get 
through.”

Berl Schwartz/City Pulse

Horrocks Farm Market is among the 
many retail businesses in Greater 
Lansing needing help.
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City Pulse needs a Delivery Driver. 
Interested: Contact John Paul at
johnpaul@lansingcitypulse.com 

or (517) 999-6707.
Interested? Call 517-999-5061

or email publisher@lansingcitypulse.com

Apply online –
randallautorepair.com/employment/

NOW HIRING
AUTOMOTIVE 
TECHNICIANS

3615 S. Martin Luther King Jr. , 
Lansing, Michigan | (517) 393-8536

By CHARLES L. BALLARD
The signs of today’s tight labor mar-

ket are all around us.  “Help Wanted” 
signs everywhere. Stores and restaurants 
forced to reduce their hours due to staff-
ing shortages. Flights delayed or can-
celed because of a lack of pilots, atten-

dants, and ground crews. 
Longer waits to get help at 
a store. Longer waits to get 

an appointment. Snarled supply chains. 
Recorded messages like this: “The next 
available agent 
will be with 
you in one 
hour and 43 
minutes.”

Not sur-
prisingly, the 
C O V I D - 1 9 
p a n d e m i c 
has played a 
role in these 
labor short-
ages. More 
than 260,000 
Americans aged 25-64 have died of 
COVID; most of these were workers. 
Also, it is estimated that COVID caused 
more than 2 million Americans to retire 
earlier than they had planned. Many who 

thought they were still a few years away 
from retirement saw their businesses 
shut down in the spring of 2020, and de-
cided not to try for a comeback. Millions 
more have re-evaluated their relation-
ship to the world of work, and some of 
them have decided to stay home to take 
care of children, or to reduce their hours 
of work for some other reason.

The policy response to COVID in-
volved stimulus checks, enhanced un-
employment benefits, and payments un-
der the Paycheck Protection Program. 
The idea was to help keep the economy 
afloat during a very turbulent time. 
That’s laudable. However, the programs 
were not targeted nearly as well as they 
should have been. (Does anyone seri-
ously think that stimulus checks should 
have gone to families with incomes as 
high as $200,000 per year?)  

In my view, this lack of effective target-
ing meant that the programs were bigger 
than they should have been, to the tune 
of well over $1 trillion. This bonanza of 
cash pumped up the demand for goods, 
services and workers, at a time when the 
supply of those things wasn’t able to keep 
up. That has contributed to the tight la-
bor market and to inflation.

However, the biggest cause of the 
tight labor market is a long-term phe-
nomenon that had been underway 
long before anyone had ever heard of 
COVID. The baby boom generation 
(80 million Americans born during the 
period of high birth rates from 1946 to 
1964) is the most numerous group in 
our nation’s history. The oldest of the 
baby boomers became eligible for Social 
Security benefits in 2008. Since then, 
a growing flood of retirements has re-

duced the the number of 
Americans who are in the 
labor force (i.e., working 
or actively looking for 
work). 

In every month since 
1948, the Labor De-
partment has calculated 
the “labor-force partic-
ipation rate,” which is 
the percent of the U.S. 
population aged 16 and 
over who are in the labor 
force. In a typical month 
in the 1950s and 1960s, 
the participation rate was 
about 59 percent. But 
it began to rise around 
1970, as American wom-
en increased their attach-
ment to the labor force 
in dramatic fashion. The participation 
rate topped out at just over 67 percent 
in 2000, at the end of the economic 
boom of the 1990s. The rate then began 
to trend downward, due at first to the 
two recessions of the 2000s, and then 
increasingly due to the baby boomers’ 
retirements. 

Just before COVID, the participation 
rate stood at 63.4 percent. It then plum-
meted to 60.2 percent in April 2020.  
It has now recovered to a little over 62 
percent.

Some readers may wonder why this is 
a big deal. In the 21st century, the par-
ticipation rate has fallen from a little 
more than 67 percent to a little more 
than 62 percent. A drop of five percent-
age points may not seem very big. But 
each percentage point represents about 
2.65 million Americans. The drop of five 
percentage points represents more than 
13 million potential workers. In oth-
er words, if the participation rate had 
stayed where it was at the turn of the 
century, the U.S. economy would have 
13 million more workers than we have 
now.  And those aren’t just any 13 mil-
lion workers. Since so many of the loss-

Where have all the 
workers gone?

es are due to retirements, we have lost 
many of our most experienced workers.

I should mention one other factor. 
Less-educated men are the group who 
have done least well in the American la-
bor market over the last 40 years. Men 
who have no more than a high-school 
diploma used to be able to make a de-
cent living from jobs in manufacturing, 
performing repetitive tasks, day in and 
day out.  But automation has eliminat-
ed millions of those jobs. Only a few de-
cades ago, the archetypal worker at an 
automobile plant would fasten the same 
four bolts, 107 times an hour. Now that 
job is done by a robot, and the remain-
ing jobs often involve advanced skills 
that less-educated men don’t have.  

As their economic prospects have 
diminished, many less-educated men 
have reduced their attachment to the 
labor force. They don’t necessarily with-
draw completely, but they have only a 
transitory, tenuous attachment to work. 
They have an occasional job, but no ca-
reer. They often live with their parents 
or a girlfriend. Stable marriages are rare 
for this group of men. Their fathers and 
grandfathers could support a family, but 
they have little prospect of doing so.

If we want to reduce the shortages of 
workers, what can we do? Unfortunate-
ly, there are no easy solutions. Few of the 
retired baby boomers are going to come 
back into the labor force, and millions 
more will retire in the next decade. We 
can (and should) do a lot more to provide 
less-educated men with the training and 
skills that will allow them to participate 
more fruitfully, but that will take time. 
Allowing more immigrants is an obvious 
solution, but that is extremely difficult in 
the current political environment.

The tight labor market is causing up-
ward pressure on wages, which is a good 
thing as long as we can keep a lid on in-
flation. However, we can expect many of 
the problems described here to continue 
for some time to come.

(Charles L. Ballard is a professor emer-
itus of economics at Michigan State Uni-
versity. He chairs the board of directors of 
the Michigan League for Public Policy.)
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By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
(Note: This review is 

based on Saturday after-
noon’s dress rehearsal.)

There was a spine-chilling moment in 
Saturday’s Lansing Symphony concert 
when the entire orchestra erupted in a 
terrifying blast, like the Chicxulub aster-
oid that wiped out the dinosaurs, leaving 
the violins to writhe like sizzling eels at 
the bottom of a vaporized riverbed. 

Maestro Timothy Muffitt and the mu-
sicians didn’t stick around to goggle at 
the eels. They had bigger fish to fry. Soon 
there were even bigger crashes, followed 
by a regenerating hydra of intertwining 
orchestral sections and a climactic brass 
chorale that bathed the crowded land-
scape in a blaze of silver glory.

The locomotive momentum of the 
20th century, the scalding steam of cha-
os and grinding gears of counterpoint, 
drive Paul Hindemith’s “Mathis der Mal-
er,” the centerpiece of Saturday’s concert.

Maybe the reason why “Mathis der 
Maler” isn’t more well known is that no 
filmmaker has yet given it an unforget-
table movie showcase, like Richard 
Strauss’s “Also Sprach Zarathustra” got 
in “2001: A Space Odyssey.” If that ever 
happens, watch out. 

Muffitt made the strongest case pos-
sible for “Mathis der Maler” Saturday. 
He massaged every erg of energy from 
Hindemith’s fussier exhibitions of craft 
and spun each cool, contrapuntal spiral 
to life with the warm breath of loving 
attention.

The musicians cloaked the evening 
opener, Ottorino Respighi’s “Ancient 
Airs and Dances,” in a purple, velvety 
beauty, especially when principal obo-
ist Stephanie Shapiro and English 
horn player Gretchen Morse were lead-
ing the tour of the catacombs. Princi-
pal cellist Sandro Sidamonidze made 
time stand still with a low, warm flame 
of flickering melody. The combination 
of a modern orchestra, with all the col-
ors at its disposal, with ancient drones 
and melodies, set a drifting and rest-
less tone, a feeling of everything every-
where all at once, that permeated all 
the music on the program. “Mathis der 
Maler,” a 20th-century portrait of a Re-
naissance painter, evoked glass towers 
and stone arches, suspension bridges 
and castle turrets, thrusting upward 

together in some time-warping co-ex-
istence.

Soloists are nice to include in an or-
chestral concert, of course, but it was 
a delight to watch the maestro and the 
orchestra untie a big, wet cluster of 
knotted themes without the distrac-

tions of a star soloist.
Amid the sonic splendor, you’d never 

know that Saturday’s concert was a ma-
jor teaching moment for Muffitt. De-
spite the preparation and thought that 
went into the program, the music came 
vividly alive, billowing and breaking 
like mysterious weather from one mo-
ment to the next. “Mathis der Maler” 
felt like a story with open-ended po-

tential right from the beginning when a 
grainy, rosy mist conjured by the strings 
seemed to disperse to reveal mountains 
and cities in stunning clarity.

Muffitt and the musicians torqued 
each piece, especially Stravinsky’s “Fire-
bird” suite, with a breathless, “what’s 

going to happen next?” tension — a re-
markable feat in music so familiar.

Along the way, the maestro jug-
gled his heavier bludgeons with fine 
tweezers, taking pains to highlight 
the myriad threads that wove the eve-
ning’s four works together. The lan-
guorous lulls of “The Firebird” felt 
much like the familiar, dreamy idylls 
of the music that preceded it on the 

El Primo Box from Daily High Club 
$30 
dailyhighclub.com

Daily High Club’s business, started 
circa 2015 in the founder’s one-bed-
room Long Beach apartment, is now 
one of the leading online retailers of 
glass water pipes, vaporizers and other 
consumption accessories. 

The club’s active social media pres-
ence has helped create relationships 
with celebrity influencers, such as 
Tommy Chong, B Real of Cypress Hill 
and RAW Rolling Papers founder Josh 

Kesselman. The most popular monthly 
subscription box option is the El Pri-
mo Box, which con-
tains exclusive custom 
glass and cutting-edge 
smoking accessories 
for $30 ($100 val-
ue). Each Daily High 
Club box includes that 
month’s custom glass 
piece, glass banger, 
lighter, cones, odor 
spray, stickers and 
more. Individual glass 
bongs, dab rings, bowls 
and other pieces are also available on-
line. 

Those looking to change up their 
blunt and joint game could benefit from 

Daily High Club’s smoking paper-based 
box, Connoisseur. This $20 monthly 

subscription box con-
tains several rolling pa-
pers and hemp wraps 
that add some flavor 
to your next toke. If 
you’re a fan of RAW 
Papers, you’re in luck 
— Daily High Club has 
a gigantic online se-
lection. They also sell 
RAW-branded cloth-
ing, bags, home decor 
and other harder-to-

find items for collectors. 
Of course, always consider support-

ing your Greater Lansing shops, but 
when you’re feeling a bit exploratory, 

these boxes are fun and a great way to 
save a few bucks. 

program, Claude Debussy’s “Prelude to 
the Afternoon of a Faun.”

That made it all the more shocking 
— and exhilarating — when “The Fire-
bird” erupted into chaotic rampages 
and thwacking chords more suitable 
for the afternoon of Godzilla.

As “The Firebird” surged to a climax, 
Muffitt harnessed the orchestra’s clari-
ty and precision to a wild-horse energy 
to create a high-resolution, zillion-pix-
el burst of sound as vivid as a halluci-
nation. When a spine-tingling shudder 
snaked through the whole orchestra, 
you could feel the shudder go through 

Dave Trumpie Photography

Lansing Symphony music director Timothy Muffitt led an all-orchestral concert of 20th-century music Saturday.

20th Century Unlimited
Muffitt takes LSO on an ambitious all-orchestral tour 

Lansterdam
from page 11

each vertebra.
A long time ago, I took a music appre-

ciation class that almost killed my in-
terest in classical music. I can still hear 
that smug professor intone the name of 
Igor “Straaa-winsky.” Saturday, Timothy 
Muffitt and the home team delivered an 
immersive, absorbing lesson without 
uttering a word. They made me glad I 
stuck with “Strata-winsky.” 

Review
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By BILL CASTANIER
In case you missed celebrating Indig-

enous Peoples’ Day last month, all of 
November is Native American Heritage 
Month, established by President George 
H.W. Bush in 1990. The single day in 
October is more about reclaiming the 
Americas from Columbus Day as a way 
of celebrating the first nations who in-
habited the Americas before Columbus’ 
landing.

Among Natives, Columbus Day 
was seen as an insult to Indige-
nous inhabitants and was often the 
brunt of Indigenous humor. You’ve 
probably seen a variant of the “tour-
ist go home” memes and T-shirts.
Locally, heritage month will be celebrat-
ed by several Indigenous poets doing 
readings and conducting a workshop 
on Native American Poetry at two lo-
cations: Nokomis Center in Meridi-
an Township and University United 
Methodist Church. In Michigan, Na-
tive American Poetry can be traced to 
Jane Johnston Schoolcraft, who is con-
sidered the first Native literary writer. 
Jane Johnston was the spouse of Henry 
Schoolcraft, the federal Indian Agent in 
Sault Ste. Marie. Author Robert Dale 
Parker wrote “The Sound the Stars Make 
Rushing Through the Sky” about her life.
Recently, Native poetry 
was raised to a new level 
when Joy Harjo, a mem-
ber of the Muscogee Na-
tion, served three terms 
as the nation’s poet 
laureate. Continuing in 
that tradition, Native 
poets Gordon Henry Jr., 
Mark Turcotte and Ro-
salie Sanara Petrouske 
will read poetry and 
conduct a writing work-
shop through a grant 
from the Arts Coun-
cil of Greater Lansing.
The project will present the work of both 
emerging and experienced Native Amer-
ican poets.  On Nov. 19, at 4 p.m. Henry, 
an MSU English professor, will lead a 
poetry workshop, “Living Nations, Liv-
ing Words,” at the Nokomis Learning 
Center in Okemos. The workshop is free 
and open to the public but limited to 30 
participants.

On Nov. 20, at 4 p.m., a special pro-
gram, “We Are the Wind: Native Amer-
ican Poetry,” will be facilitated at the 

University United Methodist Church 
Sanctuary in East Lansing by Henry 
and feature Mark Turcotte, a DePaul 
University professor and formerly from 
Lansing; Rosalie Sanara Petrouske and 
MSU graduate Zoe Johnson, a flash 
fiction writer and poet. Lansing Poetry 
Club is sponsoring the free event.

The month is also a good time to visit 
the Nokomis Cultural Heritage Center, 
which is dedicated to 
the history, arts, cul-

ture and lan-
guage of the 
Anishinaabe 
People. In 
addition to 
l a n g u a g e 
skills, the 
center offers 
p r o g r a m s 
r a n g i n g 
from sweet-
grass braid-
ing to ribbon 
skirt mak-
ing.

No ko m i s 
is also evolving into 
a research center 
for those wanting to 
pursue their Indian 
heritage thanks to a 
recent gift of his pa-
pers, database and 
books from James 
LaLone. He has spent 
decades recreating 
the genealogy of more 
than 30,000 Amer-
ican Indian descen-
dants in Michigan.
For those who want 
to pursue the his-
tory and culture of 

Indigenous Nations through books, sev-
eral authors jump out, N. Scott Mom-
aday (“House Made of Dawn”); Louise 
Erdrich (“Love Medicine”); her sister 
Heid Erdrich (“Little Big Bully”); Joy 
Harjo, (“An American Sunrise,”) Tom-
my Orange, “There There,”; Sherman 
Alexie (“The Absolute True Diary of a 
Part Time Indian,”); Gerald Vizenor 
(“Bearheart”); along with nonfiction 
writers Vine Deloria Jr., his son Phillip 

Deloria; and David Treuer (“The Heart-
beat of Wounded Knee”). First-time 
author Angeline Boulley recently wrote 
one of the most heralded young adult 
novels, “Firekeepers Daughter,” about 
the reservation life of a young woman. 
Vine Deloria’s book with the provoc-
ative title “Custer Died for Your Sins” 
served as an Indian manifesto when 
it was written in 1969 during the be-
ginnings of the American Indian
movement.

His son’s book “Playing Indian” is one 
of the best looks at the objectification 
of American Indians through sports 
teams, school mascots and advertising.
Momaday’s “House Made of Dawn” 
won the Pulitzer Prize in 1969. Oth-
er American Indian writers who have 
contributed include James Welch 
(“Winter in the Blood”), Russell Means 
(“Where White Men Fear to Tread”) 
and Susan Power (“Grass Dancer”). 
In addition, a new book, “Indigenous 
Continent,” by University of Oxford His-
torian Pekka Hamalainen, rewrites the 
common misperception about Amer-
ican Indian defiance of Colonialism.
Henry, a member of the White Earth 
Anishinaabe Nation of Minneso-
ta, wrote the highly regarded “Light 
People” (1994) and a new 2022 poet-
ry collection, “Spirit Matters: White 
Clay, Red Exits, Distant Others.”
Turcotte, a Turtle Mountain Ojib-
way, is the author of four poetry col-
lections, including “The Feathered 
Heart,” and was a visiting writer-in-res-
idence at the Institute of American In-
dian Arts in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
Rosalie Sanara Petrouske, who identi-
fies as Ojibwe, is the author of “What We 
Keep” and “A Postcard from my Mother.” 
She is working on a collection of poetry 
inspired by the Indian School Movement.
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We have books you 
always wanted but 
never knew existed!
Quality Used Books 

at Great Prices!

Quality Used Books 
at  Great Prices!

We have books 
you always 

wanted but never 
knew existed! ArtByNevin Art_By_Nevin

nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655 

FREE

1905

Illustrations • Murals • Graphic Design
Signs • Banners • T-Shirts •Logos

As Seen On the Cover of CityPulse

“Living Nations, 
Living Words”

Saturday, Nov. 19, 4 p.m.
Nokomis Learning Center
5163 Marsh Road, Okemos

“We Are the Wind: 
Native American Poetry”

Sunday, Nov. 20, 4 p.m.
University United Methodist 
Church Sanctuary
 1120 S. Harrison Road, East 
Lansing

Local events celebrate poetry during Native American Heritage Month

Courtesy photo 

Mark Turcotte
Courtesy photo 

Rosalie Sanara Petrouske 

“Spirit Matters” by Gordon Henry

Courtesy photo 

Gordon Henry 
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FOR THE LOVE OF
( OR, THE ROLLER DERBY PLAY)

Department of Theatre WHARTONCENTER.COM
1-800-WHARTON

by Gina Femia

NOVEMBER 11- 20 | ARENA THEATRE

By LIZY FERGUSON 
I think anyone who has lived in the 

area for a while is familiar with the no-
tion that was once “Downtown Okemos.” 
At one time, it was a vague concept in-
volving mixed residential and retail. It 
was meant to be somewhat walkable and 
teeming with charming eateries. 

But with the institutional Travel-
er’s Club International Restaurant and 
Tuba Museum long-bulldozed and few 
surrounding businesses surviving, this 
once promising suburban dream seems 
dead or, at the least, stagnant. However, 
a not-so-different dream has dawned, al-
beit a few miles down the road at 2360 
Jolly Road, Okemos. 

With the recently opened Joe’s on Jolly, 
owners Joe and Kerry Goodsir wanted to 
bring something missing from Okemos. 
“We felt the need for a place where the 
local neighborhood could meet with 
friends and family,” Joe Goodsir said. 
“Though there are a number of restau-
rants nearby, we wanted to create a 

comfortable, casual atmosphere where 
people would feel at ease whether drop-
ping in while on a bike ride or meeting 
clients after work. We want everyone to 
feel welcome to ‘come as you are.’”

Chances are you’ve enjoyed the Good-
sir brand of hospitality before. Joe and 
Kerry Goodsir are 20-plus-year resi-
dents of Okemos and bring a wealth 
of experience to Joe’s. They also own 
Capital Prime Steak & Seafood and are 
partners in the ownership of Beggar’s 
Banquet, The Harrison Roadhouse and 
Roadhouse Pub, Rick’s Cafe, The Riv 
and The Nuthouse. 

Though Kerry Goodsir worked hard 
to set a nostalgic, welcoming tone for 
the place through her work on the 
striking vintage industrial design, the 
food — including a host of healthy op-
tions — remains a significant focus.
“We wanted to create a menu that of-
fered delicious, casual fare that is mod-
erately priced so that people would feel 
free to come anytime and even multi-

ple times a week,” Joe 
Goodsir said.

The menu serves 
an “elevated spin on 
the classic bar menu 
with local ingredients 
and new age tech-
niques.” These offer-
ings include sand-
wiches, pizza, Wagyu 
burgers, street tacos, 
soups, salads and 
grain bowls (from 
mac and cheese to 

poke). There are thoughtful vegan, 
vegetarian and gluten-free options, in-
cluding pizza crust and bun options! 
The kid’s menu is stacked with a wealth 
of appetizers, such as nachos, wings, 
crispy brussels sprouts and hummus.
Being located near the heart of Spar-
tan Country, the watching-the-game-
over-drinks experience was, of course, 
taken into heavy consideration while 
mapping out Joe’s. Highlighted by 
a focus on comfortable, communal 
seating and a full lineup of cocktails, 
wine and local beer, they seem to have 
thought of everything to keep even a 
non-sports-lover happy and comfort-
able for as long as overtime can drag on. 
There are 20 large-screen TVs, a game 
room with pinball, a pool table and 

more. There’s also a covered front pa-
tio and multiple fireplaces. Did I forget 
anything? Oh yeah. The enormous back 
patio, dubbed “Joe’s Backyard,” is for live 
entertainment and yard games. Corn-
hole, anyone?

Come as you are
Stay all day at Joe’s on Jolly

Courtesy photo 

Joe’s on Jolly owners Joe and Kerry 
Goodsir.

Joe’s On Jolly

2360 Jolly Rd, 
Okemos
(517) 246-5637
joesonjolly.com
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Wednesday, Nov. 9
25th EAST LANSING FILM FESTIVAL - Showing exclu-
sively wonderful, interesting, provocative films at 
the beautiful theater, 3:30-11 p.m. STUDIO C, 1999 
CENTRAL PARK DRIVE, Okemos. 517-381-8100. 
ELFF.COM. 

50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group exercises at Meridian 
Township Central Park Pavilion (Old Farmers 
Market) at 9:00 a.m., 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. 
517-853-4600. meridian50plus.com. 

Anna Tivel & Christopher Porterfield - 8 p.m. The 
Robin Theatre, 1105 S. Washington Ave., Lansing. 

Beginning Ukulele for the Family - Share the “alo-
ha spirit” in this 5-week series of classes, taught 
by Michigan’s Ukulele Ambassador Ben Hassen-
ger & sponsored by Music is the 6-7 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. 

Galen Clark - 8 p.m. The Robin Theatre, 1105 S 
Washington Ave., Lansing. 

Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh tradition - All 
are welcome to join our weekly practice! 7-9 p.m. 
Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK Jr Blvd., Lansing. 
lamc.info. 

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array of 
Artistic Techniques and Images - “Dreaming 
Between the Lines” – by Williamston-based artist 
Bobbi Kilty, now on display at The Peoples Church 
of East Lansing. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 200 W. Grand 
River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. thepeo-
pleschurch.com. 

Read Across Time Book Group - We’re reading 100 
years of popular books - one book per decade! 
All Book Group meetings are held at Mark’s Place 
at 11 am. Mark’s Place, 238 S Main Street, Eaton 
Rapids. eradl.org. 

Weaving the Web: Auras - Join us online or 
in-person for discussions, rituals, meditations, 
and more! 6-8 p.m. Weavers of the Web, ATC, 
809 Center Street, #7A, Lansing. 517-657-5800. 
weaversoftheweb.org. 

Wings of Fire Book Club - Participate in a drag-
on-themed activity each month! The Wings of Fire 
book series is available at the library, on Libby 
and Hoopla! 5-6 p.m. Eaton Rapids Area District 
Library, 220 S. Main Street, Eaton Rapids. eradl.
org. 

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - Zaha Hadid Design: 
“I think there should be no end to experimenta-
tion.” —Zaha Hadid (1950–2016) 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Eli & Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Dr., East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu. 

Thursday, Nov. 10 
25th EAST LANSING FILM FESTIVAL - Showing exclu-
sively wonderful, interesting, provocative films at 
the beautiful theater, 3:30-11 p.m. STUDIO C, 1999 

CENTRAL PARK DRIVE, Okemos. 517-381-8100. 
ELFF.COM. 

“A Course in Miracles”, Group Discussion with 
Carol and Dan Maynard - ZOOM ONLY with Dan 
and Carol Maynard Group discussion.  7-8:30 
p.m. Unity Spiritual Center of Lansing, 2395 
Washington Rd., Lansing. 517-371-3010. unitylan-
sing.org. 

BOGO Book sale - Thousands of books from clas-
sic to current, puzzles, CDs, DVDs all buy one, 
get one free. NO LIMIT Cash or check only 10:30 
a.m.-7:30 p.m. Delta Township District Library 
Friends’ Bookstore, 5130 Davenport St., Lansing. 

Clayworks Fall Pottery Sale New Location: Faith 
Church (across from Eastwood Towne Center) 
2300 Lake Lansing Rd. Thurs, Nov 10th 4pm-8pm 
& Fri, Nov 11th 4-8 p.m., 2300 Lake Lansing Rd., 
Lansing. 517-626-1160. clayworkspottery.net. 

Darin Larner Jr. Music - 7:30 p.m. B & I Bar, 5247 
Old Lansing Rd., Lansing. 

Drop In Crafternoon (Ages 6-9) - Stop by the 
CADL Mason Library to enjoy some simple craft-
ing fun! 4-5 p.m. CADL Mason Library, 145 W. Ash 
St., Mason. business.masonchamber.org. 

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - Join other 
adult women for fun, exercise, friendship, and 
skating practice. 9:30-11:20 a.m. Suburban Ice, 
2810 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. ladiessilver-
blades.org. 

LEGO-Palooza! - Create with our LEGOS, Snap Cir-
cuits, marble runs, Magna Tiles, and more! DU-
PLOS for the youngest children. 6-7 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. 

MAC- Group Dance Classes - Beginning West Coast 
Swing - 7-7:50 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd, East Lansing. sparrow.org. 

Michigan State Spartans Hockey vs. Ohio State 
Buckeyes Men’s Ice Hockey - Munn Ice Arena, 
East Lansing. 

My English Cousin (2019) Screening and Conver-
sation - What does it mean to leave the place you 
were born and make a new home? 6-9 p.m. Wells 
Hall, 619 Red Cedar Rd., East Lansing. 517-884-
4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu. 

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array of 
Artistic Techniques and Images - “Dreaming 
Between the Lines” –by Williamston-based artist 
Bobbi Kilty, is now on display at The Peoples 
Church of East Lansing. 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 200 W. 
Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. 
thepeopleschurch.com. 

Reception: Michigan Made Holiday Art Exhibi-
tion - Join us for a night of shopping and winter 
festivities including Michigan-made gifts, tasty 
refreshments, an outdoor pop-up, art kits, 
cookie 5-8 p.m. Lansing Art Gallery & Education 

Center, 300 S. Washington Sq. # 100, Lansing. 
517-574-4521. lansingartgallery.org. 

Ricky’s Birthday - Absolute Gallery, 307 E. Grand 
River Ave., Lansing. 517-482-8845. absolutegal-
lery.net. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches! Open all evening, free of 
charge, just come in for a spell. 5-8 p.m. Keys to 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, #7, Lansing. 
517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - Zaha Hadid Design: 
“I think there should be no end to experimenta-
tion.” —Zaha Hadid (1950–2016) 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Eli & Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr., 
East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu. 

Friday, Nov. 11
2023 Midwestern Sectional Singles & U.S. Pairs 
Final - This national event is projected to draw 
approximately 180 figure skaters plus coaches 
from across the Midwest. lansing.org. 
Asamu Johnson & The Associates of The Blues
- 8-10 p.m. Stages have been built across this 
country to showcase the beautiful art form of 
the blues.  UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St. Old Town, 
Lansing. lansing.org.

Book on Every Bed - Give the Gift of Reading. Do-
nate new or gently used young children’s books 
at GLADL Nov. 11 - Dec. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand 

Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org. 

Broad to the Future - MSU students, we’re going 
Broad to the Future for our birthday. 7-9 p.m. Eli 
and Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, 
East Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.
edu. 

Harborcoat - 5 p.m. @ Horrocks Farm Market, 
7420 W Saginaw Hwy, Lansing. 

Howl at the Moon - 7-8 p.m. Harris Nature Cen-
ter, 3998 Van Atta Rd., Okemos. 517-349-3866. 

Main Street Dueling Pianos - A dueling pianos 
show at Lansing Brewing Company. 7:30-10:30 
p.m., 518 E Shiawassee St, Lansing. 517-371-2600. 
lansingbrewingcompany.com. 

Mason Christmas Craft Trail - Visit 18 locations 
throughout the town and outskirts of Mason for 
holiday shopping. lansing.org. 

Michigan State Spartans Hockey vs. Ohio State 
Buckeyes Men’s Ice Hockey - Munn Ice Arena, 
East Lansing. 

Michigan State Spartans Women’s Volleyball vs. 
Illinois Fighting Illini Women’s Volleyball - Jack 
Breslin Arena, One Birch Rd, East Lansing. 

 “Dreaming Between the Lines” - Now on display 
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022 
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

 
Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Thursday 

for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Hannah at 
(517) 999-6704.

See Events, Page 23

‘For the Love of (or 
The Roller Derby 

Play)’
MSU Department of Theatre
Friday, Nov. 11-Sunday, 20

Arena Theatre
149 Auditorium, East Lansing

whartoncenter.com

Are you ready to roll? “For The Love Of (or The Roller Derby Play),” writ-
ten by Gina Femia and directed by Alexis Black, heads to the Arena The-
atre this weekend through Nov. 20. In this production, Joy can’t believe it 
when she is invited to join the Brooklyn Scallywags, along with the league’s 
star-player Lizzie Lighting. When bout bruises and scars transcend from 
the physical to emotional, Joy and her long-term partner Michelle discover 
how much they’re willing to sacrifice to follow their hearts.    

“This show is about building community, finding connection, and fighting 
for what makes your heart come alive,” said Alexis Black, director and MSU 
assistant professor of movement and acting. “In a post-pandemic world, we 
are all craving community, and this play celebrates just that.” 

The production also features a unique collaboration with MSU’s Col-
lege of Music. Sound designer and MFA design candidate Thalia Pearce 
worked with David Biedenbender’s composition students to compose orig-
inal theme songs for each character in the roller derby team.  
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“Change of Pace”--by 
only one letter.

by Matt Jones

© 2022 Matt Jones

ACROSS

1. Trevor Noah’s soon-to-
be former gig, briefly

4. Winner of the 2022 
World Series

9. Bring together

13. Eight, in France

15. “For real”

16. 1890s gold rush city

17. “Umbrella Academy” 
actor

19. Font style, for short

20. Collect little by little

21. Wrinkly “Dick Tracy” 
villain in a Ned Flanders 
flashback

23. Mizuho Bank currency

24. Put to the test

26. Scand. nation, at the 
Olympics

27. Green Starbucks 
offering

29. Watch

31. Third word in many 
limericks

34. Cold War-era treaty 
of 1955

37. “Allow me”

39. Hobart hopper

40. Italian coffee brand 
that doesn’t look so well?

41. Add-on that adds new 
objects and characters 
to a game

46. Concert souvenir

47. “Don’t block my path” 
noise

48. “Fifty Shades of Grey” 
star Johnson

51. Iceland-to-Ireland dir.

52. Multi-PC hookup, for 
short

53. “Criminal Minds” org.

54. Down-to-the-wire 
election

59. “The Things We ___ 
Love” (Isy Suttie podcast)

61. “Back to you,” on a 
walkie-talkie

62. Glass sheet

64. Philosopher 
Descartes

65. Best-case

66. Part of NAFTA, for 
short

67. “Star ___: Lower 
Decks”

68. Dapper

69. Mag execs

DOWN

1. Place to “hit” for a 
workout

2. “2001: A Space 
Odyssey” star Keir

3. Person of few words

4. Formic acid producer

5. Excessively sentimental

6. Main land vehicle for 
the Teen Titans (it makes 
sense ‘cause of the letter)

7. “Chunky” pasta sauce 
brand

8. Pirates’ place

9. Plastic restaurant 
freebie that may be 
serrated

10. “This is ___ drill”

11. Computer debut of 
1998

12. Prefix before kinetic

14. Mowry of “Sister, 
Sister”

18. “Home ___ Range”

22. “That is sooooo nasty”

25. Like the fish in poke 
bowls

28. “Pet” plant

29. Racecar engine sound

30. “This ___ you ...”

31. Where to see stars in 
Hollywood

32. Knee injury site, briefly

33. Unclean quarters

35. Indy 500 winner 
Luyendyk

36. Selection

37. ___ Gala (annual NYC 
event)

38. Battle weapon

42. Thomas who drew 

Santa Claus

43. Comedian/rapper 
Zach seen in “Epic Rap 
Battles of History” and 
“The Crossword Show”

44. Activity that makes 
squeamish parents cover 
their kids’ eyes, for short

45. Root beer brand

49. Crashed into at 90 
degrees

50. TV networks and radio 
stations, e.g.

51. Animated movie series 
with Gingy

52. ___ the half (was 
ahead)

54. Wrongful act, legally

55. “Skinny Love” band 
Bon ___

56. “Bob’s Burgers” 
keyboard-playing son

57. Verdi opera set in 
Egypt

58. Online tech review site

60. ___-Locka, Florida

63. Former West Coast 
beer brand, briefly

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)	           Answers on page 26

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

SUDOKU					     Beginner

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny         November 9-15, 2022

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Virginia Woolf wrote a 
passage that I suspect will apply to you in the 
coming weeks. She said, “There is no denying the 
wild horse in us. To gallop intemperately; fall on 
the sand tired out; to feel the earth spin; to have 
— positively — a rush of friendship for stones 
and grasses — there is no getting over the fact 
that this desire seizes us.” Here’s my question 
for you, Aries: How will you harness your wild 
horse energy? I’m hoping that the self-possessed 
human in you will take command of the horse and 
direct it to serve you and yours with constructive 
actions. It’s fine to indulge in some intemperate 
galloping, too. But I’ll be rooting for a lot of 
temperate and disciplined galloping.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): “The failure of love 
might account for most of the suffering in the 
world,” writes poet Marie Howe. I agree with that 
statement. Many of us have had painful episodes 
revolving around people who no longer love us 
and people whose lack of love for us makes us 
feel hurt. That’s the bad news, Taurus. The good 
news is that you now have more power than usual 
to heal the failures of love you have endured in 
the past. You also have an expanded capacity to 
heal others who have suffered from the failures 
of love. I hope you will be generous in your 
ministrations!

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Many Geminis tell me 
they are often partly awake as they sleep. In 
their dreams, they might work overtime trying 
to solve waking-life problems. Or they may lie 
in bed in the dark contemplating intricate ideas 
that fascinate them, or perhaps ruminating on 
the plot developments unfolding in a book they’ve 
been reading or a TV show they’ve been bingeing. 
If you are prone to such behavior, I will ask you 
to minimize it for a while. In my view, you need 
to relax your mind extra deeply and allow it to 
play luxuriously with non-utilitarian fantasies 
and dreams. You have a sacred duty to yourself 
to explore mysterious and stirring feelings that 
bypass rational thought.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Here are my two key 
messages for you. 1. Remember where you hide 
important stuff. 2. Remember that you have 
indeed hidden some important stuff. Got that? 
Please note that I am not questioning your urge 
to lock away a secret or two. I am not criticizing 
you for wanting to store a treasure that you are 
not yet ready to use or reveal. It’s completely 
understandable if you want to keep a part of 
your inner world off-limits to certain people for 
the time being. But as you engage in any or all of 
these actions, make sure you don’t lose touch 
with your valuables. And don’t forget why you are 
stashing them.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): I know I don’t have to give 
you lessons in expressing your sensuality. Nor do 
you need prods and encouragement to do so. As 
a Leo, you most likely have abundant talent in the 
epicurean arts. But as you prepare to glide into 
the lush and lusty heart of the Sensuality Season, 
it can’t hurt to offer you a pep talk from your 
fellow Leo bon vivant, James Baldwin. He said: “To 
be sensual is to respect and rejoice in the force of 
life, of life itself, and to be present in all that one 
does, from the effort of loving to the breaking of 
bread.”

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Many Virgos are on a 
lifelong quest to cultivate a knack described by 
Sigmund Freud: “In the small matters, trust the 
mind. In the large ones, the heart.” And I suspect 
you are now at a pivotal point in your efforts 
to master that wisdom. Important decisions 
are looming in regards to both small and large 
matters. I believe you will do the right things as 
long as you empower your mind to do what it 
does best and your heart to do what it does best.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Social media like Facebook 
and Twitter feed on our outrage. Their algorithms 
are designed to stir up our disgust and indignation. 
I confess that I get semi-caught in their trap. I am 

sometimes seduced by the temptation to feel 
lots of umbrage and wrath, even though those 
feelings comprise a small minority of my total 
emotional range. As an antidote, I proactively 
seek experiences that rouse my wonder and 
sublimity and holiness. In the next two weeks, 
Libra, I invite you to cultivate a focus like mine. 
It’s high time for a phase of minimal anger and 
loathing—and maximum reverence and awe.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Scorpio author Sylvia 
Plath had a disturbing, melodramatic relationship 
with romance. In one of her short stories, for 
example, she has a woman character say, “His 
love is the twenty-story leap, the rope at the 
throat, the knife at the heart.” I urge you to avoid 
contact with people who think and feel like that—
as glamorous as they might seem. In my view, your 
romantic destiny in the coming months can and 
should be uplifting, exciting in healthy ways, and 
conducive to your well-being. There’s no need to 
link yourself with shadowy renegades when there 
will be plenty of radiant helpers available.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): I like Sagittarian 
healer and author Caroline Myss because she’s 
both spiritual and practical, compassionate and 
fierce. Here’s a passage from her work that I think 
will be helpful for you in the coming weeks: “Get 
bored with your past. It’s over! Forgive yourself 
for what you think you did or didn’t do, and focus 
on what you will do, starting now.” To ensure you 
make the most of her counsel, I’ll add a further 
insight from author Augusten Burroughs: “You 
cannot be a prisoner of your past against your 
will—because you can only live in the past inside 
your mind.”

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): How would you 
respond if you learned that the $55 t-shirt you’re 
wearing was made by a Haitian kid who earned 10 
cents for her work? Would you stop wearing the 
shirt? Donate it to a thrift store? Send money to 
the United Nations agency UNICEF, which works 
to protect Haitian child laborers? I recommend 
the latter option. I also suggest you use this as a 
prompt to engage in leisurely meditations on what 
you might do to reduce the world’s suffering. It’s 
an excellent time to stretch your imagination to 
understand how your personal life is interwoven 
with the lives of countless others, many of whom 
you don’t even know. And I hope you will think 
about how to offer extra healings and blessings 
not just to your allies, but also to strangers. 
What’s in it for you? Would this bring any selfish 
benefits your way? You may be amazed at how it 
leads you to interesting connections that expand 
your world.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Aquarian philosopher 
Alfred North Whitehead wrote, “The silly question 
is the first intimation of some totally new 
development.” He also said, “Every really new 
idea looks crazy at first.” With these thoughts 
in mind, Aquarius, I will tell you that you are now 
in the Season of the Silly Question. I invite you 
to enjoy dreaming up such queries. And as you 
indulge in that fertile pleasure, include another: 
Celebrate the Season of Crazy Ideas.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): We all love to follow 
stories: the stories we live, the stories that unfold 
for people we know, and the stories told in movies, 
TV shows, and books. A disproportionately high 
percentage of the entertainment industry’s 
stories are sad or tormented or horrendously 
painful. They influence us to think such stories 
are the norm. They tend to darken our view of 
life. While I would never try to coax you to avoid 
all those stories, Pisces, I will encourage you to 
question whether maybe it’s wise to limit how 
many you absorb. The coming weeks will be an 
excellent time to explore this possibility. Be willing 
to say, “These sad, tormented, painful stories are 
not ones I want to invite into my imagination.” Try 
this experiment: For the next three weeks, seek 
out mostly uplifting tales.
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins
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How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 

“We would describe our sound as 
alternative folk-rock — a crossroads 
where The Cranberries meet R.E.M.,” 
said Tammy Cook, bassist for Half 
Looking, an East Lansing-based group 
that disbanded 19 years ago after 
recording three albums and touring 
the country. But that breakup turned 
out to be a very extended hiatus. 
Half Looking — which also compris-
es Hez Naylor (lead vocals, guitar), 
Lisa Corbett (lead vocals), Holly Miller 
(lead guitar) and Murray Stewart-Jones 
(drums)— is reuniting for two shows.

The fi rst is Friday at the Women in the 
Arts Festival, and the following night, an 
encore Saturday performance happens 
at The Avenue Café. Expect to hear 
tracks from their discography, 
“Tip of My Tongue” (1999), “De-
licious Humming” (2001) and 
“The Warmth In Here” (2002). 
Cook chatted with City Pulse. 
Here’s what she had to say.

How did Half Looking fi rst 
get together?

Tammy Cook: Hez met Lisa 
at a house party in East Lan-
sing in 1998, and it was love at 
fi rst sing. They’ve been harmo-
nizing together ever since. Hol-
ly saw Hez and Lisa perform 
at Bagel Fragel and joined the 
band after sharing a basket of 
fries at the Peanut Barrel next 
door. Murray joined the band in 
a spontaneous way — the orig-
inal drummer couldn’t make it to a gig, 
so Murray sat in and improvised, blew 
everyone away and joined the band 
shortly after.  

Looking back, what was the 
band’s songwriting process like?

Hez wrote or co-wrote many of the 
songs on the three albums, starting 
with lyrics and a guitar or mandolin or 
with poems from Lisa — sometimes 
working together. She’d bring a core 
structure to the band, and we’d add 
our parts to it.  Holly and Murray also 

individually wrote songs that were a 
regular part of our sets. 

What ended the Half Looking?
The band disbanded in 2003 to pur-

sue other interests. Holly joined the US 
Forest Service. Lisa became a middle 
school teacher. Hez went to nursing 
school, and Murray became a music 
teacher. Murray (Back Porch Alibi, The 
MSJ Experience) and I (Stick Arounds, 
Scary Women, Tad & the Fat Katz, Lit-
tle Things) continue to perform and re-
cord with various projects.

How’s the Lansing music scene 
these days?

We have a great scene. Tons of tal-
ent but not a lot of rock-star attitude. 
It’s mainly just people who love to play 

for other people. Plus, we 
have amazing resources 
like The Avenue, Elderly 
Instruments, The Record 
Lounge and indie distribu-
tors like Goldenrod Music 
and GTG Records. They’re 
all very supportive of local 
music. Also, checking out 
other bands is very inspir-
ing. It always makes me 
want to play more shows. 

What’s the story be-
hind RAW?

My fi rst band was RAW, 
an all-female punk band 
I formed with the amaz-
ing guitarist-singer Karen 
Quinn. Our fi rst show was 

in 1982 at Joe Covello’s, a divey gay 
bar that used to be on East Michigan 
Ave., next to the strip clubs and adult 
theater.      

Will Half Looking keep going after 
the reunion gigs?

We’ve got at least one more album 
in us — possibly exploring a diff erent 
avenue musically. We’re defi nitely up 
for more shows. It might be a little chal-
lenging since we’re scattered all over 
the country now, but our upcoming 
gigs it proves that it can be done.

Local band reunites for Women in the Arts, Avenue Café gigs

Half Looking fully returns 
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.
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Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 

Half Looking
Friday, Nov. 11: Women 
in the Arts Festival
7:30 p.m.
Edgewood United 
Church
469 N. Hagadorn, 
East Lansing
witafestival.com

Saturday, Nov. 12: The 
Avenue Café
8 p.m., w/ Jen Sygit
2021 E. Michigan 
Ave, Lansing
avenuecafelansing.
com

The Exchange
314 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Smokey Bear Band
Fri., Nov. 11, 9:30 p.m.
Double Shot
Sat., Nov 12, 9:30 p.m.

The Green Door
2005 E. Michigan, Lansing
Mix Pack
Fri., Nov. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Nov. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co. 
204 N Main St, Eaton Rapids
Cadillac Duo
Fri., Nov. 11, 7 p.m.
Brian Shelley
Sat., Nov. 12, 7 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Co.
518 E. Shiawassee, Lansing
Dueling Pianos
Fri., Nov. 11, 7:30 p.m.

Robin Theatre
1105 S. Washington, Lansing
Anna Tivel w/ Christopher 
Porterfi eld
Wed., Nov. 9, 7:30 p.m.

The Avenue
2021 E Michigan Ave, Lansing
Trivia Thursday
Thur., Nov. 10, Sign-up 8:30 p.m.
Vulgar Woman
Fri., Nov. 11, 9 p.m.
Half Looking w/ Jen Sygit
Sat., Nov. 12, 8 p.m.

The Peanut Barrel
521 E Grand River Ave, East Lansing
North of Five
Fri., Nov. 11, 8 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 Turner, Lansing
Charlie Richardson and Jackalope
Thurs., Nov 10, 9:30 p.m.
Asamu Johnson & The Associates 
of The Blues
Fri., Nov. 11, 8 p.m

Live & Local
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at The Peoples Church of East Lansing. 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., 200 W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-
332-5073. thepeopleschurch.com. 

Sewers Salute Quilts of Valor Meeting - Quilters 
are welcome to join the Sewers Salute Quilts of 
Valor group that makes patriotic-themed quilts. 
10:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Towar Hart Baptist Church, 
6157 Towar Ave., East Lansing. 

Sondheim, Schwartz and Brown: A Celebration of 
Contemporary Musical Theater-  5:30-7:30 p.m. 
The Facility for Rare Isotope Beams, 640 S Shaw 
Lane, East Lansing. frib.msu.edu. 

Swing - 8 p.m. Murray Hall, 333 W. Circle Drive, 
Room 210, East Lansing. 

TGIF dinner & dance - every Friday night. - Every-
one welcome. Single, Couples, Partners, Young, 
and Old. Doors open at 7 PM. Hawk Hollow, 15101 
Chandler Rd. Bath, MI 48808, Bath. 734-604-
5095. tgifdance.com. 

Veterans Day - Veterans & Family Enter FREE - 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Potter Park Zoo, 1301 S Pennsylvania 
Ave, Lansing. 517-483-4222. potterparkzoo.org. 

Women in The Arts Reunion Festival - The 37th An-
nual Women in the Arts Festival at the Edgewood 
United Church in East Lansing. 5-10:30 p.m., 469 
North Hagadorn Rd., East Lansing. 517-332-8693. 
witafestival.com. 

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & 
Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr., East 
Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Saturday, Nov. 12
2nd Annual Veteran Auction & Fundraiser - The 
National Network Organization for Veterans, INC 
(NNOV) will be hosting. 2-5 p.m. Gregory’s Soul-
food, 2510 N. Martin Luther King Jr, Lansing. 

4 Guys on the Road:  Classical to Modern - Con-
cert of Song, Dance, Piano, and Clarinet featur-
ing Steven Easterling, Tenor; John MacDonald, 
Dance; 7:30-8:30 p.m. Central United Methodist 
Church, 215 N. Capitol Ave., Lansing. 517-339-
0905. 

Author and veterinarian RJ Erskine – Will read 
passages from his suspense novels based on 
personal experiences in Amish communities. 
3:30-5 p.m. The Robin Theatre, 1105 S. Washing-
ton Ave., Lansing. therobintheatre.com. 

BOGO Book sale - Thousands of books from clas-
sic to current, puzzles, CDs, DVDs all buy one, 
get one free. NO LIMIT Cash or check only 10:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Delta Township District Library 
Friends’ Bookstore, 5130 Davenport St., Lansing. 

Book on Every Bed - Give the Gift of Reading! Do-
nate new or gently used young children’s books, 
10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. 
gladl.org. 

EMO Night w/ Brixx & Blayze - 7 p.m. The Fledge, 
1300 Eureka St., Lansing. brownpapertickets.
com. 

Hand-crafted Holiday Sale - 5th Annual 
Hand-crafted Holiday Sale at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Greater Lansing. 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., 5509 S. Pennsylvania, Lansing. 517-798-6534. 

Inebriated Insights - Join the Keys team of 
insightful readers for a night of intoxicated 

witchcraft as our readers and psychics soak up 
the juice while throwing down. 5-8 p.m. Keys to 
Manifestation, 809 Center St., #7A, Lansing. 517-
974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

The Kids Under the Carpet - Phish Tribute - The 
Kids Under the Carpet will be performing Phish 
songs at the Grand Re-Opening Party of Mac’s 
Bar in East Lansing on campus at Michigan State 
8 p.m., 2700 E Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-484-
6795. 

Lansing City VS Migos Futsal - The first game 
of the Futsal Champions Series. 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Lansing City Arena, 904 Elmwood Rd., Lansing. 
lansingcityfutsal.ticketleap.com. 

Lansing Roller Derby 2022 Home Season Bout #8 -
Doubleheader starts at 5:30pm featuring A-level 
teams, Lansing Roller Derby v South Shore Roller 
Derby (IL). Court One Training Center, 7868 Old 
M-78, East Lansing. 517-802-7974. 

Men’s Tennis @ ITF - M15 in East Lansing, Mich. 

Michigan State Spartans Football vs. Rutgers 
Scarlet Knights Football - Spartan Stadium-MI, 
One Birch Rd., East Lansing. 

Michigan State Spartans Women’s Volleyball vs. 
Northwestern Wildcats Women’s Volleyball - Jack 
Breslin Arena, One Birch Rd, East Lansing. 

Nervous but Excited - Women in the Arts Festival 
- Since their “hiatus” in 2012, Kate Peterson and 
Sarah Cleaver of Nervous but Excited have spent 
the years over 700 miles apart, singing the melody 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Edgewood United Church, 469 N 
Hagadorn Rd, East Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org. 

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array of 
Artistic Techniques and Images - “Dreaming 
Between the Lines” – a new exhibit by William-
ston-based artist Bobbi Kilty, is now on display. 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples Church of East Lansing, 
200 W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 

517-332-5073. thepeopleschurch.com. 

Singers on the Grand presents “Tapestry: 
the 1970s revisited” - 7-9 p.m. Wilson Center 
Auditorium, 101 Cass St. Saint Johns, MI 48879 
brownpapertickets.com. 

VFW 701 with Coolidge and the Gang - Cover is $10 
and music starts at 7:30pm. VFW Post 701, 123 N 
Rosemary St, Lansing. 

Women in The Arts Reunion Festival - The 37th 
Annual Women in the Arts Festival will be held 
at the Edgewood United Church in East Lansing! 
10 a.m.-8 p.m. Edgewood United Church, 469 
N. Hagadorn Rd., East Lansing. 517-332-8693. 
witafestival.com. 

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - “I think there should 
be no end to experimentation.” —Zaha Hadid 
(1950–2016) 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr., East Lansing. 
broadmuseum.msu.edu. 

Sunday, Nov. 13 
Architecture Tour - Learn more about our unique 
building and the Pritzker Prize-winning archi-
tect behind it through this tour led by Assistant 
Curator Rachel Winter. 1-1:45 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad. Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East Lan-
sing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu. 

Book on Every Bed - Give the Gift of Reading! Donate 
new or gently used young children’s books. 10 a.m.-
9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org. 

Buddhism with Oliver Zhang - Sundays at 9:30 

am, Unity offers Sunday Adult Learning Time 
(SALT). 9:30-10:15 a.m. Unity Spiritual Center of 
Lansing, 2395 Washington Rd., Lansing. 517-371-
3010. unitylansing.org. 

Men’s Tennis @ ITF - M15 in East Lansing, Mich. 

MSU Theater Presents: For the Love Of, or The 
Roller Derby Play – Written by Gina Femia, 
Directed by Alexis Black. 2PM. & 7:30PM. Arena 
Theater, 542 Auditorium Rd, East Lansing, MI 
48824, East Lansing. whartoncenter.com. 

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array of 
Artistic Techniques and Images - “Dreaming 
Between the Lines” – a new exhibit by William-
ston-based artist Bobbi Kilty, is now on display. 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples Church of East Lansing, 
200 W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 

517-332-5073. thepeopleschurch.com. 

Photography as Meditation and a Spiritual 
Practice with Nancy Paton - Expressive Arts 
Therapist, Nancy Paton, will be offering a 
workshop on photography as meditation and a 
spiritual practice. 12:30-2 p.m. Unity Spiritual 
Center of Lansing, 2395 Washington Rd., Lansing. 
517-371-3010. unitylansing.org. 

Piano Quartet - 3 p.m. Molly Grove Chapel, 
First Presbyterian Church of Lansing, Lansing. 
lansingsymphony.org. 

Screen Print Sundays - We’re turning 10 this year! 
Most Sundays this fall, we’re celebrating art, 
architecture, and our community (that’s you!). 

2-4 p.m. Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E 
Circle Dr, East Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmu-
seum.msu.edu. 

Tai Qi Class - Join us for a Tai Qi workshop led by 
Dr. Steven Collins! 2-2:45 p.m. Keys to Manifesta-
tion, 809 Center St., # 7A, Lansing. 517-974-5540. 
manifestlansing.com. 

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - “I think there should 
be no end to experimentation.” — Zaha Hadid 
(1950–2016) 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr., East Lansing. 
broadmuseum.msu.edu. 

Monday, Nov. 14 
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group exercises at Meridian 
Township Central Park Pavilion (Old Farmers 
Market) 9-10 a.m. Central Park Pavilion, 5151 
Marsh Rd., Okemos. 517-853-4600. meridian-
50plus.com. 

Book Discussion Group - CADL Mason Library - 
Join us each month for a lively discussion. 1-2 
p.m. Mason City Hall, 201 W. Ash St., Mason. 
business.masonchamber.org. 

Book on Every Bed - Give the Gift of Reading! Do-
nate new or gently used young children’s books. 
10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. 
gladl.org. 

Celebrating Geography Awareness Week: An 

Events
from page 20

See Events, Page 24

Fine Art Sale
Two Days Only – November 12 & 13

Framed and Unframed Prints Available
Various Mediums

Craig Mitchell Smith Glass Gallery 
1220 N. Washington Ave in Lansing’s Old Town District

CChhaarrlleennee LLaayyttoonn 

 

AAzzoouullaayy

Contact dewayne@healthmattersmi.com for a complete listing and additional information

Hours: 11:00 to 6:00
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Evening with Artist Julie Mehretu - Mark your 
calendar and plan to join the MSU Dept. of 
Geography, Environment, and Spatial Sciences 
during the 35th Annual 7-8:30 p.m. MSU Business 
College Complex, N130, 632 Bogue St, East 
Lansing. geo.msu.edu. 

Fiber Circle at Charlotte Community Library - The 
Charlotte Community Library Fiber Circle meets 
every Monday as a social gathering for knitters, 
crocheters, and stitchers of all 6-7 p.m. Charlotte 
Community Library, 226 South Bostwick St., 
Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org. 

Finance Committee - 6-6:30 p.m. Laingsburg. 
laingsburg.us. 

Meaningful Mondays - Each Monday we gather to 
nourish our spiritual selves as we send out love 
and prayers to the world. 8-9 p.m. Self-Realiza-
tion Centre, Michigan, 7187 Drumheller Rd., Bath. 

Men’s Tennis @ ITF - Men’s Tennis @ ITA M15 in 
East Lansing, Mi.

“Mirari, the Way of the Mary’s”, with Lucille Olson 
- Group discussion of the ideas of the book. 1:30 
p.m. Unity Spiritual Center of Lansing, 2395 Wash-
ington Rd., Lansing. 517-371-3010. unitylansing.org. 

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array of 
Artistic Techniques and Images - “Dreaming 
Between the Lines” – a new exhibit by William-
ston-based artist Bobbi Kilty, is now on display. 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples Church of East Lansing, 
200 W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-
5073. thepeopleschurch.com. 

PJ Storytime - Wear your PJs and bring your 
stuffed animal friend to the library to hear 
stories & songs. 6:30-7 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge.  
517-627-7014. 

Tuesday, Nov. 15
At the Cinema - Calling all movie buffs! 7:30 p.m. 
Lansing. dallaswinds.org. 

Board Game Meet Up – For ages 18 & up. 
Everyone welcome!  6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spare Time 
Bowling Alley, 3101 E Grand River, Lansing. 

Book on Every Bed - Give the Gift of Reading! Donate 
new or gently used young children’s books. 10 a.m.-
9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org.

Clothing Repair-A-Thon - Patch those holes in 
your favorite clothes! Repair your ripped jeans 
and replace those shirt buttons! 2-5 p.m. Main 
Library, East Lansing. events.msu.edu. 

Free Tutoring for Youth 12-18 - 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Ever After Opportunities, located in the Lansing 
Mall, 5330 W. Saginaw, Lansing. 517-885-5646. 
everafteropportunities.org. 

Men’s Tennis @ ITF - M15 in East Lansing, Mich. 

MSU Theater Presents: For the Love Of, or The 
Roller Derby Play – Written by Gina Femia, 
Directed by Alexis Black. 7:30pm. Arena Theater, 
542 Auditorium Rd, East Lansing, MI 48824, East 
Lansing. whartoncenter.com. 

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array of 
Artistic Techniques and Images - “Dreaming 
Between the Lines” – a new exhibit by William-
ston-based artist Bobbi Kilty, is now on display. 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples Church of East Lansing, 
200 W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-
5073. thepeopleschurch.com. 

Parent Happy Hour - Storytime for kids and wine 
flight specials for parents. 5-7 p.m. Hooked, 3142 
E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-721-1330. 

Preschool Family Storytime - Preschool Story 
Time for 1–6 years old with their young siblings, 
parents, or caregivers. 11-11:30 a.m. Grand Ledge 
Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. viethconsulting.com. 

Special Collections pop-up: Teen magazines! - 
What teen magazines were on U.S. newsstands 
when your parents and grandparents were in 
high school? Who was famous? 12-2 p.m. Main 
Library, East Lansing. events.msu.edu. 

Stober’s Bar - Darin Larner Band - 10 p.m. Stob-
er’s Bar, 812 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 

Story Hour at Charlotte Community Library - A 
preschool-age story time for kids ready to 
practice independence. 10-11 a.m. Charlotte Com-
munity Library, 226 South Bostwick St, Charlotte. 
charlottelibrary.org. 

Young Adult Book Club - A book club for students 
in grades 8 through 12. 6-7 p.m. Charlotte Com-
munity Library, 226 South Bostwick St, Charlotte. 
charlottelibrary.org. 

Wednesday, Nov. 16
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus Stretch and 
Flex Exercise group exercises at Meridian Town-
ship Central Park Pavilion (Old Farmers Market) 
9-10 a.m. Central Park Pavilion, 5151 Marsh Rd., 
Okemos. 517-853-4600. meridian50plus.com. 

An Evening with Craig Kiner of Zaha Hadid 
Architects - Have you ever wondered why the 
MSU Broad Art Museum looks the way it does? 
6-8 p.m. Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E 
Circle Dr, East Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuse-
um.msu.edu. 

Beginning Ukulele for the Family - Share the “aloha 
spirit” in this 5-week series of classes, taught by 
Michigan’s Ukulele Ambassador Ben Hassenger. 
Registration Req. 6-7 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
517-627-7014

Book on Every Bed - Give the Gift of Reading! 
Donate new or gently used young children’s books. 
10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. 
gladl.org.

Campus Band & Concert Band - 7:30 p.m. Wharton 
Center for Performing Arts, 750 E Shaw Ln, East 
Lansing. 517-353-1982. 

Cupcake Decorating - Try your hand at decorating 
the perfect cupcake! All materials provided; we 
only need decorators! 5-6 p.m. Eaton Rapids Area 
District Library, 220 South Main St., Eaton Rapids. 
eradl.org. 

David Roth at THE ROBIN THEATRE. Special Engage-
ment: Limited Seating - David Roth is a singer, 
songwriter, and recording artist who has taken his 
songs, experience, and expertise to a wide variety 
of venues 7:30-10 p.m. The Robin Theatre, 1105 S 
Washington Ave, Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org. 

Diabetes Support Group - 6:30-7:30 p.m. Delta 
Township District Library, 5130 Davenport Dr, 
Lansing. 517-321-4014. 

Emergency Services - 6-8 p.m. Fire Hall, Laings-
burg. 

Homeschool Day: Art Fieldtrip! - Connect with oth-
er homeschoolers at this day of making, looking, 
and learning designed just for you and your family! 
1-4 p.m. Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E 

Circle Dr, East Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuse-
um.msu.edu. 

La Finta Giardiniera by Mozart - *Part of the 
Worthington Family Foundation Opera Theatre 
Season. * A tangled but charming and comedic 
tale of love lost and found again. 7 p.m. Fairchild 
Theatre, 542 Auditorium Rd, East Lansing. 517-355-
1855. music.msu.edu. 

Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh tradition - All 
are welcome to join our weekly practice! 7-9 p.m. 
Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK Jr Blvd., Lansing. 
lamc.info. 

Men’s Tennis @ ITF - Men’s Tennis @ ITA M15 in 
East Lansing, Mi. 

Movie Night at Charlotte Community Library - 
“Planes, Trains, & Automobiles” 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Charlotte Community Library, 226 South Bostwick 
St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org. 

MSU Theater Presents: For the Love Of, or The 
Roller Derby Play – Written by Gina Femia, 

Directed by Alexis Black. 7:30-9pm. Arena Theater, 
542 Auditorium Rd, East Lansing, MI 48824, East 
Lansing. whartoncenter.com.

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array of Ar-
tistic Techniques and Images - “Dreaming Between 
the Lines” – a new exhibit by Williamston-based 
artist Bobbi Kilty, is now on display. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
The Peoples Church of East Lansing, 200 W. 
Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. 
thepeopleschurch.com. 

Precision Medicine and Distributive Justice: 
Wicked Problems for Democratic Deliberation - 
Join us for this webinar presented as part of the 
2022-2023 Bioethics Public Seminar Series from 
the Center for Bioethics and Social Justice. 
1:30-2:30 p.m. East Lansing. events.msu.edu. 

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - “I think there 
should be no end to experimentation.” —Zaha 
Hadid (1950–2016) 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr., East 
Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu. 

Events
from page 23 Asamu Johnson & The Associates of  

The Blues at UrbanBeat
Friday, Nov. 11

Show: 8-11 p.m. 
Doors: 5 p.m.

$15, $10 adv., $5 w/ 
student ID

urbanbeatevents.com

While Asamu John-
son & The Associates 
of The Blues have 
opened for legends 
like Koko Taylor, they 
also perform more inti-
mate club gigs, like the 
band’s upcoming show 
at UrbanBeat in Old 
Town.

For this group of 
two-time West Michi-
gan Blues Champions, 
keeping the blues alive 
while making their fans 
smile and dance is their 
primary goal. 

Johnson and his 
bandmates Adam 
“Daddy Mack” McMil-
lian, CC Woods, Da’Veonce Washington, Mike Howe Sr., and Mike Howe 
Jr. are skilled, experienced musicians with captivating presence — and 
have gigged at prestigious venues across the map. From Buddy Guy’s 
Legends bar in Chicago to Teddy’s Juke Joint in Baton Rouge, these vets 
have seen it all. Along the way, the outfit has also earned two regional 
championships at the International Blues Festival. The wins were consec-
utive years, 2016 and 2017. Also in 2017, the band scored a hit song with 
“Got to Go” on Power XR West Coast Radio Network.

Looking back, McMillian and Johnson met as teens in the 1970s. The 
duo played together in The Funka Sonics and experienced regional suc-
cess while opening for major acts, such as The Temptations, Michael Naru-
to Walden and Carl Carlton. Soon after, Woods, an R&B musician, also met 
Johnson early on and was encouraged by him to continue playing. After 
McMillian took a musical hiatus in the ‘80s and moved to California. He re-
turned to the Great Lakes State in the ’90s and reconnected with Johnson. 
The rest is Michigan blues history. 
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toes and simmer for another 30 minutes, 
until the rice is soft and turns inside out.
While the rice cooks preheat the oven 
to 375. Clean the squash and cut it into 
cubes. Toss them in two tablespoons 
of olive oil on a baking pan, and roast 
until soft and starting to brown, about 
40 minutes. Turn off the oven but leave 
them in to cool slowly until needed. 

At this point, they are like candy and 
hard not to keep eating. Beware. Enjoy.
While the squash cooks, sauté the 
onions and mushrooms in the but-
ter and remaining oil. Add the thyme 
and cook on medium heat, stirring as 
necessary, until the mushrooms are 
limp and the onions are translucent.
Add the mushrooms and onions to the 
soup pot, along with soy sauce, kale, 
garlic, roasted squash chunks and green 
tomatoes. Simmer for 10 minutes and 
adjust the seasonings with salt and pep-
per.  Garnish with roasted sweet or spicy 
peppers.

Green tomato sauce
This all-purpose sauce is great on 

meat and vegetables and full of savory 
zing. You will need a heavy-bottomed 
pan with a tight-fitting lid.

1 green tomato, cored and sliced into 
about 12 wedges

2 tablespoons olive oil (or two slices 
of chopped bacon)

2 cloves garlic, minced
1 cubic inch of ginger, peeled and 

sliced
12-ounces cauliflower florets or an-

other vegetable, or pieces of meat
1 cup of water
1 tablespoon fish sauce
1 tablespoon soy sauce
salt and pepper
Fry the green tomatoes in the oil on 

medium heat. After five minutes, add 
the ginger and garlic. Cook another five 
minutes, stirring often.   Before any-
thing burns, add the cauliflower and 
the water and put the lid on. Steam 
should build up under the lid, and melt 
those green tomatoes into a sauce that 
coats the cauliflower, meat or whatever 
is cooking. Season with salt and pepper 
and serve.

By ARI LEVAUX
When you hear “green tomatoes,” 

does the word “fried” automatically 
come to mind? 

Aside from that southern classic 
of breaded green tomato slices fried 
golden, few people know what else 
to do with hard, unripe tomatoes. 
Last week at a blustery farmers mar-
ket, there were green tomatoes for sale. 
But nobody — vendors or customers 
alike — had the foggiest idea what else 
to do with them, beyond the obvious.
On that almost-last market of the 
year, I decided to add green tomatoes 
to a stew of the most colorful nuggets 
of produce I could find. Waxy golden 
potatoes, orange-fleshed squash, ful-
ly ripened red Anaheim peppers and 
dark green kale. 

I cooked this farm-grown 
bounty with wild rice, a deer 
bone and locally foraged chan-
terelles and lobster mushrooms. 
The fungus gave all of its earthy flavors 
to the broth. And the slices of green 
tomato from the pile on the counter 
did what a squeeze of lemon could’ve 
done — cut through the butter, oil and 
meat juices and sharpen the flavor.
Most soups or stews could probably 
benefit from some pieces of in-season, 
non-fried green tomatoes — so don’t 
be afraid to chop and throw some in. 
They won’t bother you and will prob-
ably melt away, especially if you chop 
them small enough. And beyond the 
soup pot, any dish that could stand a 
squeeze of lemon could probably use 
a strategically placed green tomato.

A few days later, I accidentally dis-
covered how to make a green toma-
to sauce while cooking cauliflower 
with bacon. As the bacon browned, 
I added green tomato slices to see 
what would happen.  They vanished 
into a simmering reduction. I added 
the cauliflower and cooked it in the 
sauce until it was soft and irresistible.
I will leave you with my green tomato 
soup and sauce recipes. Once you give 
them a try, hopefully, that pile on the 

counter won’t look so daunting.
Green tomato stew

This soup must be rich and fatty for 
the green tomatoes to do their thing, so 
don’t skimp on the oil and butter. If you 

don’t have (or want) a meaty bone, use 
stock in place of water.
Serves 8

12 cups water
1 or 2 soup bones (or replace the wa-

ter with chicken, beef or veggie stock)
1 cup wild rice
1 pound squash, peeled, seeded and 

cut into cubes
1 pound of potatoes, cubed
6 tablespoons olive oil
1 large onion, chopped
1 pound mushrooms; wild, domestic, 

or a mix
4 tablespoons butter
4 sprigs of fresh thyme
3 large green tomatoes, cut into 

wedges
Several leaves of kale (removed from 

the rib and chopped)
3 cloves garlic, chopped
2 tablespoons soy sauce
2 teaspoons of salt (if using stock in-

stead of water, add salt to taste)
Optional: roasted chile peppers as a 

garnish
Add the 12 cups of water or stock to a 

large pot, along with a soup bone (if us-
ing). Heat on medium. Add the wild rice 
and simmer for an hour. Add the pota-

Courtesy photo

With this green tomato stew, don’t skimp 
on the oil and butter.

34 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • February 23, 2022

See Flash, Page 35  

FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Beyond fried
Adventures in green tomato cookery

Courtesy photo

This all-purpose green tomato sauce is 
great on meat and vegetables and full of 
savory zing.
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 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27
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By LIZY FERGUSON
Downtown Lansing is always an in-

teresting place to visit. It is comfort-
ing how, in a way, it feels unchanged 
since I roamed its environs looking for 
sewer drain covers and other extreme-
ly artistic things 
to photograph as 
an LCC student 
over 15 years ago. 
While the general 
vibe has not changed 
much, the neighbor-
hood is kept fresh 
by the influx of new, 
small businesses that 
periodically revitalize 
the area with some-
thing new. 

I would not call my-
self an aspiring veg-
etarian or vegan, but 
you could say that I as-
pire to that aspiration. 
Without fully digress-

ing, I know that eating way less to zero 
meat is most likely an inevitability for 
humankind — never mind all the posi-
tive impacts if we all started now. Thus, 
the brand-new Veg Head, a fully vegan, 
full-service restaurant, intrigued me 

with its forward-think-
ing and courageousness 
in a landscape with a 
steady stream of new 
barbecue joints. 

The menu offers 
many familiar ns with 
a plant-based twist — 
twists that meet the 
Midwest palette and 
sensibilities in the 

middle. Tacos, mac and 
cheese, burgers and “Chi-
kn” tenders are on offer 
alongside the more ad-
venturous Tofu Salmon 
and Spicy Cauliflower 
Bowl. I just checked their 
Facebook as I wrote this, 

and they’re now open 
for dinner and offering 
a hearty Seitan Steak. 
That’s just wheat gluten 
(pronounced “say-tan”), 
by the way, not the veg-
an Angel of Darkness. 
It comes served with 
mashed potatoes and as-
paragus.

I wanted a punch-in-
the-face flavor for my 
to-go lunch, so I chose 
the Nashville Tofu Sand-
wich. I was then con-
fronted with the monu-
mental decision between 
a choice of side: fries or 
a side salad. I love a sal-
ad, but I will say it’s easy 
to go for the fries when 
you’re already being so 
virtuous by not eating 
animal products. 

A hearty slab of extra 
firm, dare I say meaty, 
tofu is slathered in their 
Nashville hot sauce, 
which I was happy to 
find wasn’t as spicy as I 
initially suspected from its infamous, 
poultry-based namesake. The toma-
toey sauce was smokey, sweet with 
brown sugar and complex with apple 
cider vinegar and a vegan, Worcester-
shire-style sauce. Balancing it out was 
the delicious, also house-made ranch. 
It’s creamy and bursting with fresh dill. 
Adding texture and the always-neces-
sary acid were perfectly thick ridge-cut 
pickle chips. 

The fries were, and I mean this in the 
best way, reminiscent of the best fast-

food fries: shoestring-style, light, crispy 
and salty. I got to select two sauces with 
my order and chose to echo what was 
on my sandwich, opting for sides of 
ranch and hot sauce, which made for 
excellent dipping companions. 

When cutting the richness of ani-
mal fat from the menu, there’s much 
to be made up for in flavor. Veg Head 
rises admirably to the task with their 
scratch-made condiments and choice 
of quality ingredients, making it a 
pleasure to take a fresh look at old fa-
vorites.

This sauce is the plant-based boss
New downtown vegan joint delivers the delicious
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Veg Head: 
Nashville Tofu 

Sandwich 
$12

208 S. Washington Sq, 
Lansing 

Visit: veghead.restaurant
facebook.com/vegheadllc

Photo Lizy Ferguson

The Nashville Tofu Sandwich comes with a hearty slab of 
extra firm tofu covered in Nashville hot sauce.PRESENTING SPONSORS

Remember ringing in the holidays at Silver Bells in the City for years to come by 
purchasing a commemorative ornament. The ornament is handcrafted by local 
artist and La Fille Gallery Owner, Tiffany Marie. Each ornament is handcrafted and 
signed. Silver Bells ornaments makes the perfect gift for family and friends. 

Order online at silverbellsinthecity.org as quantities are limited. Ornaments will 
also be available the night of the event in the Silver Bells Village or at La Fille Gallery 
with limited entry.

SILVER BELLS ORNAMENT
SILVERBELLSINTHECITY.ORG/COMMEMORATIVE-ORNAMENT

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 21

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 21
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Better Your Better Your 
       Thanksgiving

379
/LB

Member Price

Timber Valley Farms
Fresh Amish 

Turkey

Timber Valley Farms
Fresh Amish 

Turkey Breast

Bell & Evans
Non-GMO

Fresh Turkey

Bell & Evans
Fresh Organic 

Turkey

Organic Prairie 
Organic
Turkey

679
/LB

Member Price
469

/LB
Member Price

799
/LB

Member Price
679

/LB
Member Price

Our turkeys are 
drug-free, and fl avorful

• Antibiotic-free • Hormone-free • Humanely raised 
• Naturally great tasting • Organic birds available

       Thanksgiving

$$10100000
FREE CADIAFREE CADIA

when you reserve your when you reserve your 
turkey by November 17thturkey by November 17th

betterhealthmarket.com

EAST LANSING
305 N. Clippert    (Frandor Mall)   

517 332.6892
Hours: Mon-Sat: 8am -9pm •Sun: 10am-7pm

2417 E. Kalamazoo
Lansing, MI 48912

(517) 993-5988
www.eastsidefi shfry.com

Locally Owned and Operated 
Since 2012

Featured 
on:

BUY ANY
DINNER

GET 2ND

DINNER
50% OFF
One per customer

Expires 12/31/2022

Try � rTry � r
Fish, B� g� s & SteakFish, B� g� s & Steak
Fresh off the Grill!Fresh off the Grill!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE INFOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Monday-Thursday 11AM-10PM
Friday 11AM-10:45PM

Saturday 11AM-10:30PM
Sunday 11AM-9PM

300 N. CLIPPERT STREET, SUITE 17 
LANSING, MI 48912 • 517.203.0096

Buy One 
Dinner
GET ONE 
½ OFF!

A special just for you!

Full Menu Available

for Pick Up & 

Delivery

Network Administrator in Lansing, MI to plan, 
dev, install, configure, maintain, sppt & 
optimize LAN, WAN, network dvcs, s/w & 
communication links. Req’s Bachelor’s in 
C.S., Computer, Electronics or Electrical Eng 
or closely-related fld & 5 yrs progressive 
post-Bachelor’s exp in network eng and/or 
admin position(s) in an enterprise envt: wkng 
w/ enterprise-class ntwrk & telecomm tech 
sltns; implmnting & troubleshooting Cisco 
prods; applying VPN & routing protocols, incl 
OSPF, TCP/UDP, IPV4 virtual LAN, L2 
switching & L3 routing, & NAT/PAT IP 
addressing tchnqs; deploying & configuring 
ntwrk dvcs in data; configuring Layer 2/3 
ntwrkng features, incl VLANT, VTP, 802.10, 
STP, VPC, Port Channel, Port Security & 
L2PT; wkng w/ vendor tech supt resources; 
comm’ing prjct recs to int & ext stkhldrs. 
Apply  Online at 
https://www.lbwl.com/about-bwl/
careers/current-openings or mail resume to 
Lansing Board of Water & Light, ATTN:  David 
Douglas, PO Box 13007, Lansing, MI 48901.
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City of Lansing
DO YOU HAVE A PASSION FOR PUBLIC

SERVICE AND HELPING YOUR NEIGHBORS?

You can make a real difference
in the Capital City!

SERVE THE LANSING COMMUNITY!
OUR FIRST RESPONDERS ARE HIRING.

PROTECT THE COMMUNITY WITH:

THE LANSING POLICE DEPARTMENT THE LANSING FIRE DEPARTMENT

LANSING NEEDS YOU!
APPLY NOW AND JOIN THE TEAM:

SEE JOB POSTINGS AND APPLY NOW:

LansingMI.gov/jobs

LANSINGMI.GOV/JOBS

The City of Lansing is an Equal Opportunity Employer and believes in diversity
and inclusion in a professional environment that respects all individuals.


