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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Carol Siemon told voters in Ing-
ham County in 2016 that she wanted 
to bring a new way of seeking justice 
through prosecution. They rewarded 
her with a four-year term as Ingham 
County prosecutor, and in doing so 
made her the first woman elected to 
the post. She was reelected in 2020.

But halfway through the second 
term, Siemon,66, is retiring, effective 
Dec. 30, ending a combined 17 years 
working in the Prosecutor’s Office. In 
a sit-down interview with City Pulse 
over the holiday weekend, she ex-
plained that her decision to retire ear-
ly was based on many factors, includ-
ing her age and having the resources 
from vested pensions for years in vari-
ous government positions.

She also cited two years of person-
al trauma, including the deaths of 
her brother and friends as well as the 
trauma of dealing with crime and sur-
vivors. 

“Any of us who deal with this trauma 
day in and day out — you as a journal-
ist, police and EMS, and the Prosecu-
tor’s Office — and I mean everyone in 
the Prosecutor’s Office — take on that 
trauma vicariously,” she said. “That’s a 
tough thing to keep doing.”

Most important in her timing, how-
ever, was the belief that the office was 
stable and could navigate her retire-
ment. 

She took the helm after a tumultu-
ous few years. Former Ingham Coun-
ty Prosecutor Stuart Dunnings III 
left the office in disgrace, caught up 
in a scandal involving sex workers. 
Current Gov. Gretchen Whitmer was 
tapped as an interim prosecutor in 
2016 and served six months to com-
plete his term.

“Transitions are hard enough as it 
is,” she said. “I wanted to make this 
one go as smoothly as possible.”

What her life in retirement will look 
like is uncertain, other than she would 
like to spend more time traveling and 
visiting friends. She said she will re-
main active in social justice work in 
the community.

That began with working with the 
assistant prosecutors in her office and 
helping to reframe the conversations 

that happen in what is known as “case 
review.” Assistants present their cas-
es, and decisions are made on what 
charges should be issued. Siemon said 
those meetings generally evaluated 
only the instant case in front of the 
prosecutor, but didn’t take into ac-
count other factors that can influence 
crime. 

“We started having more nuanced 
conversations,” she said. “It wasn’t just 
a ‘let’s charge this.’”

Siemon said at first those conversa-
tions were stilted and uncomfortable. 
But as the staff in the department 
came to understand what she was do-
ing and how she was getting there, it 

became easier. 
“They weren’t walking around terri-

fied that if they made a mistake they 
were going to be fired,” she said. “I 
believe when you make a mistake, you 
correct it, you own it, and you don’t 
do it again. I wanted that there for the 
staff.” While her relationship with the 
prosecutorial staff improved, she ran 
headlong into resistance from law en-
forcement as she attempted to imple-
ment changes to address racial inequi-
ties in the justice system. 

She faced backlash from local law 
enforcement over her decision to 
strictly limit issuing charges for peo-
ple who committed crimes with a gun. 

Michigan makes it an additional fel-
ony to be in possession of a firearm 
during the commission of a  crime. A 
person convicted under that law faced 
a minimum of two years in prison, on 
top of their other sentences.

Data from Ingham County found 
that 80 percent of the people charged 
with the add-on two-year felony were 
Black. And Siemon labeled it “overtly 
racist” at the time. 

But Ingham County Sheriff Scott 
Wrigglesworth and 22 other officials 
across the county, including Mayor 
Andy Schor, criticized Siemon for the 
policy and asked her to “reconsider it.”

Siemon said it was “bullying.” She 
said Wrigglesworth could have come to 
her with his concerns first. “They can 
be frustrated. They can express their 
disapproval with my policies. But there 
are more effective ways to do it.”

She said that despite the 1-year-old 
policy, there are still racial disparities 
in relation to various crime charges, 
such as the discovery of drugs or 
weapons as the result of a traffic stop, 
which she also clamped down on. “It’s 
not really clear why that is. We need to 
dig into it a bit deeper.”

Addressing racial inequity was 
something she regularly used the of-
fice for. 

“I try to share information with 
them, and vice versa,” she said. “I share 
with them studies. But, frankly, they 
tell me, ‘I’m not going to read that.’”

“They kept saying they were go-
ing to rely on their experiences,” said 
Siemon. “But you can’t rely on the ex-
periences as data that got us into this 
problem in the first place. Because we 
know we all have implicit biases that 
helped inform that experience.”

Ingham County Circuit Judge Rose-
marie Aquilina was a frequent critic 
of Siemon’s plea bargains. She made 
headlines this month for calling for 
Siemon to resign. 

Aquilina believed that Siemon’s plea 
deals were endangering the communi-
ty. Siemon countered that the real con-
cern was that the Prosecutor’s Office 
had dramatically reduced the number 

‘Trauma’ — personal and professional — lead Siemon to an early out

Todd Heywood/City Pulse

Ingham County Prosecutor Carol Siemon in her home office. In an exclusive 
interview, Siemon explains her decision to leave office two years early.

See Trauma, Page 6
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of habitual-offender charges brought 
in cases. Data Siemon was working 
with found that the habitual-offender 
charges were being applied more reg-
ularly to people of color. 

Conflict with law enforcement is not 
new territory for progressive prosecu-
tors across the country. But Siemon did 
find herself facing a catastrophic public 
health crisis that no one planned for: 
COVID-19. 

“We still don’t know all the systems 
that were broken during the pandem-
ic,” she said. “We have a pretty good un-
derstanding of the virus and the health 
impacts, but not on the systems. I don’t 
know if we ever will. What COVID did 
was take fractured areas in society and 
fracture them even more.”

She noted that the George Floyd 
murder early in the pandemic drew 
stark comparisons. “I couldn’t help 
but notice, and I think most people 
couldn’t help but notice, that the lock-
down protests were mostly white peo-
ple carrying semi-automatic rifles. But 
Black men were being shot to death for 
having a gun.” 

But it hasn’t been all front-facing 
conflict for Siemon. 

She walked into office just weeks 
before Donald Trump was sworn in as 
president. His anti-immigrant rhetoric 
on the campaign trail had raised fears 
in the immigrant community on mul-
tiple levels. 

“We are a hub city for immigrants 
coming to this country,” she said. “But 
we needed to put in place systems to 
make sure that any immigrant who 
was a victim or was in court for anoth-
er reason, was not going to get grabbed 
up by ICE or other law enforcement. It 
was a really worrying time.”

Behind the scenes she has worked 
to address tracking of hate crimes, in-
cluding those related to the LGBTQ 
community. Michigan’s hate crime law 
does not cover crime motivated against 
a person based on gender identity or 
sexual orientation. An early-on experi-
ence in the office led her to implement 
a preferred pronoun option for survi-
vors of crime. A young transgender 
woman was misgendered by law en-
forcement, and then again by the Pros-
ecutor’s Office when it called her for a 
preliminary hearing. The woman never 
showed up for court and the accused 
had the charges dropped.

“That was a really unfortunate situ-
ation that could have been prevented,” 
she said. 

She pointed out her connection with 
Advance Peace, noting violence inter-
ruption was an important tool. All of 
the Advance Peace locations were sim-
ilar in demographics to Lansing. But 
like many of the policy ideas she want-
ed to move forward, it required moving 
pieces into place for the next prosecu-
tor to build on. 

“I won’t get to see those implement-
ed, but I am excited to see what I think 
will be really good results,” she said. 

Under her tenure, the Prosecutor’s 
Office got grant dollars from the Depart-
ment of Justice and the office of Mich-
igan Attorney General Dana Nessel to 
fund DNA testing on rape kits. That, she 
said, has led to convictions of old rapes. 

“It also showed us that some people 
who sexually assault do it again,” she 
said. “Just like they found in Detroit, 
and across the nation, we were finding 
cases linked by DNA.”

She said the grant funding also paid 
for investigators to spend time with 
victims from years before, encouraging 
them to pursue criminal prosecution. 

“I am really proud of that,” she said. 
“I am really proud of those investiga-
tors and the work they did and contin-
ue to do.”

— TODD HEYWOOD
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RETAILRETAIL

By BERL SCHWARTZ
As I look back on 2022, I see a dif-

ficult year of adjustment in our opera-
tions, but a rewarding year based on the 
feedback of readers.

Internally, turnover 
complicated life, but as 
we approach a new year, 
we have largely stabilized 
staffing. One of the givens 
of a small newspaper with 
big aspirations is that 
talented journalists will 
pass through.

We filled one hole this month with the 
addition of Nicole Noechel, a recent grad 
of the Philip Merrill College of Jour-
nalism at the University of Maryland, 
whose family lives in Okemos. Nicole is 
our events editor as well as a deputy to 
me on the production side. She edits the 
Out on the Town section, to which you 
can contribute online at https://www.
lansingcitypulse.com/calendar/#!/. But 
if you want to pitch an idea for a story or 
highlight (those briefs we run in the calen-
dar section), email her as far in advance as 
possible at nicole@lansingcitypulse.com 
or call her (517) 999-5066.

On the freelance front, we are very 
pleased to have attracted two new regulars: 
Lucas Henkel, who writes our weekly mar-
ijuana column, Lansterdam in Review, and 
Lizy Ferguson, who contributes both The 
Dish and New in Town. We look forward to 
long and rewarding relationships with both.

I am excited to announce that Joan 
Nelson, who retired last summer as the 
founding director of the Allen Neighbor-
hood Center, will join us as a monthly 
columnist. We look forward to her views 
on urban matters and other issues.

We are pleased as well that Kyle Melinn 
and Dedria Humphries Barker will con-
tinue to contribute their columns. Back, 
too, is Rich Tupica’s Turn It Down weekly 
music column, which is paired with a 
vastly improved Live and Local listing of 
upcoming performances. Todd Heywood, 
whose encyclopedic knowledge of the 
Lansing area gained from three decades of 
coverage for various news organizations is 
an invaluable resource, continues as a staff 
member. Mary Cusack continues as a the-
ater reviewer, and on the food front, we’re 
pleased that Gaby Lawrence and Bryan 
Beverly are staying on as our She Ate/He 
Ate restaurant reviewers. Bill Castanier 
will continue to share his vast knowledge 
of books and local history. And what 
would City Pulse be without the contri-
butions on almost all fronts of Lawrence 
Cosentino? He will be continuing as well.

The Edit, City Pulse’s editorial, which 
appears almost weekly, will benefit from 

a first-ever editorial board that is taking 
shape. Our goal for The Edit (which ap-
pears this week) is for it to expand to every 
week in the new year.

On the business front, we lost our house 
mother, office manager Suzi Smith, to 
retirement. But we gained Kamara Miller 
Drane, who can help you with public and 
legal notices and payments and can direct 
you to the right person for advertising. 
She is at kamara@lansincitypulse.com 
and (517) 999-6704. She joins Lee Purdy 
in the business office, whose sales efforts 
at City Pulse for five years have made him 
an invaluable team member.

An area of business that is challeng-
ing is getting papers into your hands. 
Our circulation was 16,000 before the 
pandemic, and we have bounced back to 

14,300. The demand is there for much 
more. We are grateful to all our 300 
distributors. Thanks to them, we have 
surpassed the daily Lansing State Journal 
in circulation. And if Kroger and Whole 
Foods would reverse their decisions to 
ban free publications, which cost us near-
ly 4,000 papers a week, we’d rival the 
Journal’s Sunday numbers. We’re grateful 
that Fresh Thyme — our biggest pickup 
point — has not followed suit.

The snowy November weather reminds 
me to give a shout-out to our delivery 
drivers: Dave Fisher (still going strong 
at 81), Curt Louck, Sarah Moore and our 
most recent addition, Cindy Heistand, the 
former distribution manager of Wheeler 
Deeler. Cindy is a retiree who wanted 
something to keep her active, and we’re 

‘Tis the season to be generous … to City Pulse glad she picked City Pulse. We can use one 
more driver.

Local journalism is more important 
than ever as we adjust to an evolving 
media landscape. We at City Pulse appre-
ciate every cent that readers contribute 
to help us bring you enterprising stories. 
Inflation has hit us as hard as everyone 
else, particularly the costs of paper and 
gas to deliver the paper. Your gifts really 
do make a difference. Thus, if you still 
have it, please use the donation envelope 
that was in every copy of last week’s paper. 
Otherwise, please mail us a check made 
out to City Pulse, 1905 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48912, go online to www.lan-
singcitypulse.org/support-us or call (517) 
999-6704 to contribute by credit card.

Thanks for reading City Pulse and have 
a wonderful holiday season.

(Berl Schwartz is the editor and pub-
lisher of City Pulse.)

BERL SCHWARTZ
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

BY BERL SCHWARTZ AND NICOLE NOECHEL

2409 Dunlap St., Lansing
This 1955 home has seen better 

times. Its front porch roof is falling 
down. The front door is boarded up. 
Weathered lumber is piled up in the 
backyard. An old hot tub occupies 
the back porch. The home certainly 
looks like many that have been fea-
tured in Eyesore in the past that were 
red-tagged. This one did not have any 
evidence of a red tag on the windows, 
and city of Lansing records show no 
red tagging had been ordered for the 
property. In fact, the property was 
sold by the Ingham County Land 
Bank in September to Maria Sotelo. 
The county took possession in Feb-
ruary’s property tax foreclosure sale. 
Since the home was purchased, it has 
been cited twice for trash and cleared, 
according to city records. 
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our weekly 
look at some of the seedier properties in 
Lansing. It rotates with Eye Candy of the 
Week and Eye for Design. Have a sug-
gestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com  
or call in a nomination at 517-999-5061.

Ho

Monday-Saturday 10AM to 6PM
Sunday 12PM to 5PM

319 E.  Cesar  Chavez Ave. ,  Lansing 48906 
(517)  999 0399   BradlysHG.com

F R E E  G i f t  B o x i n g  o n  a n y  i t e m  t h a t  f i t s  o u r  b o x e s .   
C u s t o m  G i f t  B a s k e t s  a v a i l a b l e .

2529 E. Mt. Hope Ave.
Lansing

One mile east of Pennsylvania 
on Mt. Hope

(517) 482-6266
mthopemonument.com

MT. HOPE 
MONUMENT

LORRI 
MILLER

“The Granite Lady”

I n g h a m 
County Circuit 
Judge Wan-
da Stokes has 
d i s m i s s e d 
lawsuits by 
six current or 
former city 
of Lansing 
e m p l o y e e s 

alleging racial discrimination and 
ordered the plaintiffs to pay the city’s 
legal fees. Stokes said they failed “to 
provide sufficient facts to support a pri-
ma facie case of discrimination based 
upon their race, that they were subject to 
a hostile work environment, or suffered 
any adverse employment action.” The six 
included former Lansing Fire Chief Ran-
dy Talifarro. Stokes dismissed the cases 
“with prejudice,” meaning they cannot be 
brought to court again. For more details, 
see www.lansingcitypulse.com.

After five months, the 2-mile 

stretch of Interstate 496 in Lansing 
that was shut down for construc-
tion has reopened, returning drivers 
(mostly) to their standard commutes. 
The construction was part of an $82 
million statewide infrastructure project 
that was set to finish in October. During 
the closure, eastbound and westbound 
drivers were rerouted to Malcolm X and 
St. Joseph streets. Some exits await-
ing light poles will remain closed until 
mid-December, as will the Capitol Ave-
nue bridge, which needs replacements 
for deteriorating steam ducts.

Following the recent construction 
of Downtown Lansing Inc.’s season-
al Kringle Holiday Market in Reutter 
Park, homeless advocacy groups are 
fighting for more accommodation. 

The park is 
home to a por-
tion of the city’s 
homeless pop-
ulation, who 
can often be 
found sleeping 
on warm grates 
from the city’s 
steam system 
during winter. 
The groups 
met with city 
officials and Downtown Lansing Inc. 
Executive Director Cathleen Edger-
ly Tuesday to discuss demands. They 
hope homeless parkgoers will be able to 
use the market’s sheds and heaters both 
during and after event hours, among 
other requests.

Two sets of triplets were born six 
days apart at E.W. Sparrow Hospital 
in September, an exceedingly rare 
occurrence. The first set of triplets was 

born on Sept. 8, and the second on Sept. 
14. Sparrow spokesperson Corey Alexan-
der told the Lansing State Journal that 
the hospital typically only delivers a set 
of triplets every two to three years, so 
to have two sets born within a week is 
“amazing.” According to Michigan De-
partment of Health and Human Services 
data, only .03% of live births in Michi-
gan in both 2020 and 2019 were triplets.
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Sponsored Content
In 2007 I started All Star Mechanical after working for two of the largest companies in Lansing, and a short stint working for a smaller company. I 

knew that we weren’t providing the type of service that people assumed we were, and I �gured if they were able to stay in business by providing 
less, than certainly, I could be successful by doing more. There were many who said I was crazy to open a business during the �nancial crisis the 
country was in.

I thought I knew everything I needed to know. It turns out, I had a lot to learn, and I embraced the opportunities presented to me to live up to the 
name I chose for this business. What I didn’t realize is that  it wasn’t just what I needed to learn, but so much more that I needed to unlearn. And in 
a way, it was the unlearning that was the most important aspect of what I needed to separate myself from the rest of the industry. I didn’t know it 
at the time, but this would be a critical part of my own personal growth, and it would be a stepping stone to becoming the company we are today 
from a wider perspective. Being a company with a conscience started with HVAC, and now encompasses our philosophy as a business that treats 
people the way they desire to be treated. Not just our customers, but our sta�. Everyone on our sta� is making a living wage, and more than I ever 
made working for someone else.

The systemic problems we see as a nation aren’t limited to government, policing, healthcare, or education, they are all intertwined.
For my entire existence, I’ve only known what I was taught through formal education, but also in any job that I’ve held, including HVAC. I thought 

I was the greatest thing since sliced bread. Come to �nd out, I was maybe a slightly above average heating and cooling guy. It wasn't because I 
wasn't trying to be the best, but because what I knew was wrong. I was taught the status quo of HVAC and could never be the best until I learned 
the things required to truly be successful. It �ts with the American way. Too many people believe they are great, but it is based on false information. 
It takes a commitment to trust new information, and that can be scary when you are a small business. The status quo will get you buy, but it is much 
more rewarding to �nd out how much better you can be, by seeing the results of having integrity, and how much of a di�erence you can make in 
the comfort, and energy consumption in the homes we work in. The industry is wasteful, and even though the manufacturers have created products 
that are incredibly e�cient, we have not done enough to assure that each home is actually achieving the e�ciency that the equipment is designed 
to be. Most homes in our area are not operating at, or even close to peak e�ciency. I know we all want to believe what we are told, and it is hard to 
know when something isn't true, but just like our history classes, and for me speci�cally, I learned that my education was not accurate, and it can 
happen in any industry. Just because something works, doesn't mean it is working as good as it can. Nearly every example of progress in society has 
been slow, and progress is progress, but evidence shows that we still have a lot of work to do, there are just too many willing to accept things the 
way they are, so silence is just easier than because it doesn't require any e�ort. In HVAC, people end up paying a little more in energy, and even 
repairs, and ultimately shortened lifespan, which is metaphorically accurate to the rest of society. Silence is apathy and apathy is lethal.

In my growth, I’ve learned to incorporate work practices that I didn’t even know about because the businesses that I worked for didn’t practice 
them at all. Some of these things are critical in how the system works, and how long the system lasts. 

By instituting these practices into our everyday operations, it’s continuously proving to be the di�erence between saying we have your best 
interests in mind, and ACTUALLY HAVING YOUR BEST INTERESTS IN MIND. 

The issues we see plaguing our society are not just similar, they are one and the same. People can say they care, but their perspective of caring 
depends on what they were taught.

•We are taught to pledge allegiance to the �ag, even when the promise of liberty and justice fall short for so many.
•We are told that police are here to protect and serve. We’ve been conditioned to accept that police brutality is often times necessary. There are 
 very limited scenarios that �t that narrative.
•We’ve been told that our past leaders were virtuous. Do virtuous people enslave other people?
•We are told that symbols that represent traitors shouldn’t be removed from public spaces, even though they represent a time when people were
 treated inhumanely. 
•We are told that white supremacy is not a real issue, that it’s reserved for the fringe of society, even though the constitution was written by white 
 men, for white men, and even though we are barely a generation removed from people being lynched because of the color of their skin.
•We are told that being gay, trans, or any other identi�er is a choice, even though science tells us otherwise, and nature proves it in other species.
•We ignore disabled people who just want to be able to enjoy the same convenience that able bodied people expect.
•We �ght wars that have no end and reject taking care of those young people who come back injured after being convinced they were patriotic 
 for �ghting in them, and tell anyone who opposes these wars that THAT is unpatriotic. 
•We turn away from people who are homeless, as if they don’t even exist, while allowing landlords to prey on the poorest among us.
•We renege on promises after committing genocide on Native people. We renege on restitution after forcing African people to provide unpaid 
labor, rip away their babies and sell them, torture, rape, and murder them to create fear if they disobey. We forgave ourself of those debts at their

 expense.
•We don’t pay our debt (see last point), and then ridicule those su�ocating from in�ated student loans that prey on young people who were told
 that college was necessary and yet there will never be enough jobs that pay a salary that will make it possible to pay back without struggling for
 years and years. 

I could go on, but it doesn’t have to be this way. Businesses can and should pay a living 
wage. There are those who hoard wealth and pay little or nothing in taxes. We know 
this because they continue to have record pro�ts while also raising prices for things 
we use every day.  Healthcare should be available to everyone. Education should 
include the worst parts of our history, as well as the best parts. Everyone deserves to 
have a work/life balance. Our mental health hangs in the balance of all of this. An 
educated and healthy society is more important than any amount of wealth. 
I believe that I’ve learned how to run an HVAC business on principles that are 
honorable, and truly provide the service you should expect, without lip service, 
gimmicks, or deceptive marketing tactics. More than anything, I want to do what 
is right, both inside and outside of business. I’m not wealthy, I just make an 
honest dollar for the expertise we provide. I believe we are the type of business 
you’d write to your mother about. 
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Carol Siemon’s decision to step down as Ingham County’s prosecuting attor-
ney with two years left on her four-year term in office is a disheartening way to 
end the year. We would vastly prefer she continue the good work she started 
when first elected to the post in 2016. But we respect her choice to pursue what-
ever path is best for her and wish her well.

Throughout her 
tenure, Siemon has 
championed reforms 
that directly address 
the racial dispari-
ties in our criminal 
justice system. She’s 
also been one of 
those public servants 
who resolutely stand 
behind their princi-
ples and do exactly 
what they say they 
are going to do. In a 
2021 editorial, we praised Siemon for reminding us that a few carefully consid-
ered actions always speak louder than the thousands of empty words uttered by 
so many of her peers in public service.

Siemon is unapologetic about the changes she drove in the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice. She showed boatloads of moxie when she didn’t back down in the face of 
withering public criticisms from a cadre of out-county law enforcement officials 
led by Ingham County Sheriff Scott Wriggelsworth, with support from several 
other local politicians looking to pander to the “tough on crime” crowd. 

For her efforts — and her troubles — Siemon was honored in May as Peace-
maker of the Year by the Lansing Area Peace Education Center. The group cited 
her efforts “to bring fairness in charging and sentencing criminal defendants 
(and) worked to ensure that all members of the community, especially those 
who are disadvantaged, receive fair justice.” Siemon’s unflagging determination 
to rebalance the scales of justice in Ingham County will be her legacy.

There was a time when we were a bit chafed by Siemon’s dogged defiance 
of Michigan’s mandatory life sentence for capital murder. We argued that she 
was overstepping her bounds and suggested she should instead get together 
with like-minded prosecutors and advocates around the state to campaign for 
change. We still think that’s a good idea. In the end, despite our disagreement 
with some of her policies, Siemon’s integrity, grit and fierce adherence to her 
core principles won us over. 

Her unexpected resignation means a new prosecutor will be named to replace 
her through next year and the post will be on the November 2023 ballot to elect 
someone to serve out the remaining year of her term.

Who replaces her till the election will be up to the judges in the 30th District 

Circuit Court, including Rosemarie Aquilina. Judge Aquilina is one of the pub-
lic officials who repeatedly chastised Siemon for her tendency to seek lighter 
punishments for certain criminal defendants. We were disappointed by Aqui-
lina’s harsh public commentary mostly because it was aimed at another strong, 
progressive woman — the first elected female Ingham County prosecutor —  a 

colleague and peer who, like the judge, has 
worked hard to bring fairness, justice and 
equity to our criminal justice system and to 
ensure that victims are heard.

Given her strong advocacy for empowering 
other women, it seems just a bit out of char-
acter for Aquilina and makes us wonder if 
the judge’s strong words are part of a broad-
er agenda. Coupled with her slightly bizarre 
publicity stunt offering to serve as the next 
president of Michigan State University — a 
job for which she has no readily apparent 
qualifications — we think Aquilina’s public 
relations machine may be ramping up for 

something bigger, perhaps a run for elected office or a national TV talk show. 
And, we would be remiss to ignore the whiff of hypocrisy in Aquilina attack-

ing another pubic official for overstepping her legal bounds, given the criticisms 
leveled against the judge for her extrajudicial comments from the bench during 
the sentencing of notorious sex offender Larry Nassar. Many cheered her “death 
sentence” statement — surely it was healing to Nassar’s victims to hear those 
words out loud — but it came at the risk of giving Nassar an issue to appeal his 
conviction.

In any case, we hope Aquilina will rediscover her judicial temperament and 
consider the full scope of the prosecutor’s responsibilities during the process of 

selecting Siemon’s successor. While we be-
lieve the next county prosecutor should be 
a strong, progressive advocate for victim’s 
rights and ensuring that survivors are 
heard, they also need to possess the req-
uisite qualifications for the job. Aquilina’s 
role in the selection process is to consider 

the best interests of the people of Ingham County and choose a candidate with 
the experience to sustain the operational needs of the office. We hope she doesn’t 
use it as a platform to advance her political or professional aspirations, whatever 
they may be.

Siemon faithfully did her part to bend the arc of history toward justice. For 
that, and despite our disagreements, we will always consider her tenure a suc-
cess and hope her replacement carries forward her relentless commitment to 
solving the still persistent inequities baked into our criminal justice system.

Have something to say about a local issue or            
an item that appeared in our pages? 
Now you have two ways to sound off:

   Write a letter to the editor.
• E-mail: letters@ lansingcitypulse.com  
• Snail mail: City Pulse, 1905 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48912  
• Fax: (517) 371-5800  
• At lansingcitypulse.com

    Write a guest column. 
Contact Berl Schwartz for more information: publisher@
lansingcitypulse.com or (517) 999-5061. (Please include your name, 
address and telephone number so we can reach you. Keep letters 
to 250 words or fewer. City Pulse reserves the right to edit letters 
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   Write a letter to the editor.

    Write a guest column. 
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Siemon’s work 
should go on
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Lansing Board of Water & Light 
general manager Dick Peffley is start-
ing to have some real problems on his 
hands, even though he refuses to look 
down and acknowledge that he’s still 
holding them.

State environmental records 
released in January revealed that 
Peffley has known for nearly two 
years about dangerous chemical 
contamination leaking from the large 
toxic coal ash ponds that surround 
the Erickson Power Station in Delta 
Township — which for decades may 
have also poisoned nearby drinking 
water supplies feeding private wells 
and municipal systems.

High levels of lithium, boron, TDS 
and molybdenum have been leaching 
from the three ponds since 2020 and 
still neither BWL nor state regulators 
knows how long the problem has 
existed — though the plant, which is 
off Canal Road in Eaton County, has 
operated the ponds since 1974. 

When City Pulse broke that news, 
Peffley and his PR team quickly 
jumped into action — except the 
damage control wasn’t centered on 
assessing environmental and public 
health risks. Instead, it was about 
protecting BWL’s public image.

And that’s simply not the type 
of leadership we need at a publicly 
owned utility company. 

In a January op-ed, Peffley attacked 
City Pulse’s credibility for sounding 
the alarm about the potential for con-
taminated groundwater and drink-
ing water supplies — even outright 
denying that drinking water could 
be contaminated despite experts 
who have suggested otherwise. The 
experts similarly poured cold water 
on BWL’s latest contention that the 
pollution is occurring naturally 

Groundwater feeds drinking water 
supplies. At best, it was unclear then 
whether contaminated groundwater 
was reaching drinking water drawn 
by wells. Meanwhile, utility docu-
ments didn’t show any plans to test 
drinking water and BWL spokes-
woman Amy Adamy was too busy 

building a media firewall around 
Peffley and other top executives 
to answer our questions. She has 
learned well from longtime Lansing 
public relations practitioner Steve 
Serkaian, executive director of public 
affairs at BWL and a holdover from 
the Bernero days.

Instead of an interview, Peffley 
responded only in a polished op-ed 
in which he repeatedly questioned 
assessments from environmental ex-
perts and insisted that drinking water 
is safe and that BWL’s water supplies 
continue to “meet or exceed” all reg-
ulatory safety 
standards.

While tech-
nically true, 
his statements 
completely 
ignored the 
potential for contamination at dozens 
of private wells that provide drinking 
water for hundreds of people near 
Erickson. His statements also didn’t 
offer much acknowledgement that 
a problem even existed, much less 
explain why BWL officials seemed 
to have alerted nobody of the public 
health concerns.

About a month later, without hav-
ing directly addressed any problems, 
the PR campaign continued with the 
announcement that BWL had “proac-

tively” tested six drinking wells in the 
area. It was a sweetheart move for a 
utility company caught in the midst 
of a possible cover up.

Except, it wasn’t. BWL wasn’t pro-
actively doing anything.

The company, instead, had actually 
been ordered by state regulators to 
get a handle on the pollution situa-
tion. Moreover, those reactive results 
spelled out some really bad news: 

BWL only tested six wells. And all of 
them came back for potentially dan-
gerously high levels of boron.

That’s a six for six, Dick. 
Michigan doesn’t set health limits 

on boron in drinking water, though 
groundwater limits of 0.5 mg/L are 

in place. EPA 
also has an 
unenforceable 
“advisory” lim-
it of 6 mg/L 
for adults and 
3 mg/L for 

children. BWL’s well tests detected 
boron levels between 2.48 mg/L and 
4.17 mg/L.

Research shows that boron is 
harmful to plant life at lower levels. 
Boron has also been linked to devel-
opmental and reproductive toxici-
ty, low birth weight and shrunken 
testicles.

Peffley, apparently, hasn’t been 
drinking from those taps. His ballsy 
PR campaign only continues.

EPA documents showed that BWL 

claimed to be in compliance with 
federal coal ash rules, but experts said 
those rules were violated back in 2017 
when BWL failed to test for contam-
ination.

BWL has also repeatedly made 
claims about the investigation 
process that directly contradict 
statements from EGLE. In other in-
stances, Adamy and Peffley have only 
downplayed the issue.

Even BWL Board Chairman 
David Price — someone who should 
definitely be in the know — wasn’t 
informed of the contamination 
problems before January. He was 
told the ponds weren’t contaminating 
groundwater, which was also directly 
contradicted by regulatory docu-
ments.

And when presented with EGLE’s 
statements, Adamy has still insisted 
the agency is wrong.

Meanwhile, Peffley still claims to be 
“proactively” investigating the situa-
tion despite having known about the 
issue at the Erickson Power Station as 
early as April 2020, records showed.

While the state has ordered at least 
another 60 wells to be tested, BWL 
still doesn’t have a handle on the 
pollution plume’s size or location, 
how many drinking water wells are 
contaminated in the nearby vicinity 
or how long its neighbors have been 
sipping on and showering in boron 
water.

From Day One, BWL has not been 
forthcoming about this public health 
calamity — denying our reporters 
an opportunity to conduct basic 
interviews and then failing to answer 
several emailed questions. The latest 
PR tactic seems to be centered on 
simply ignoring City Pulse altogether 
and hoping the problem — or at least 
public awareness of the problem — 
just evaporates.

We’re reluctant to say this next 
statement given the inadequate lead-
ership also tied to his predecessor: 
But if Peffley and the rest of his team 
don’t start prioritizing public safety 
over their public image, then perhaps 
it’s time for him to seriously consider 
resigning from the post.

Maybe Peffley is the problem
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2022At Driven Collision, we know 
the meaning of hard work.

Driven 
Collision – 
We Make 
Friends by 
Accident! 

I started this business at age 39, with only 10 employees. 
Over the last 6 years, we’ve tripled our sales, doubled the number 
of employees and become your #1 auto body repair shop.

3200 West Main St. Lansing MI 48917 | 517-977-0955
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By DEDRIA 
HUMPHRIES 
BARKER

For most of 
the 18 years I 
was employed 
at Lansing 
C o m m u n i t y 
College as a 

writing/English professor, Brent Knight 
was the college president. But last week 
when City Pulse published an update 
about his retirement, I wondered why. I 
mean, he’s gone. 

I said that, even though I had read the 
article. All the way through. To the end. 

I read it because Knight modernized 
the LCC downtown campus to be what 
my daughter called “spiffy.” He made it 
easy to feel good about our commuter 
campus. 

I ‘m proud of that. 
Pride in education is a constant in 

the Black community. Probably because 
reading and writing were illegal for en-
slaved Black people and education was 
the subject of a majorly fa-
mous debate between two 
great Black American influ-
encers, W.E.B. DuBois and 
Booker T. Washington. 

DuBois said the talented 
10th of Black youth should go to college; 
Washington advocated for them to train 
to do practical things, like plumbing and 
other learning trades in apprenticeships.

You might be thinking, is it Black His-
tory Month? No. That’s February. But a 
few things with Black people happened 
this fall at our flagship, Michigan State 
University, that need comment now.

Let’s start with Jim Bibbs. Everybody 
calls him Coach because of his spectac-
ular 30-year career coaching track at 
MSU. In October, at 95 years old, Coach 
was given the honor of being 2022 MSU 
Homecoming grand marshal. 

It was duty as light as his sprinters on 
their feet: He regaled spectators of the 
Homecoming parade, waved at halftime 

and reigned at his President’s House re-
ception.  

Coach’s legacy goes all the way to the 
top of his sport. In my football mom 
memoir, “Balls,” I recall how at the East 
Lansing High School football ban-
quet, Bibbs was dressed to impress in 
his track jacket that was aglitter with 
“Olympics 2000.” That year his protege, 
Karen Dennis, was head coach of the 
women’s track and field team.

It was natural for Coach to be at the 
ELHS football banquet. He was also an 
assistant coach for the ELHS track team 
under Jeff Smith, who was head track 
and football coach. Track was ELHS 
football speed training.

One time I was sitting with Coach at 
an ELHS football game when a player 
on the field made a dumb mistake. “That 
kid,” Coach said, “has a million-dollar 
body and a 10-cent head.”

Sound harsh? No. That’s genuine. 
Elite athletes need grounding in reali-
ty. Coach told the MSU Today podcast 
that his best advice to student-athletes 

is to “take school seriously 
because that’s the 
bottom line. 

“If you make it 
(in athletics), school 
becomes Plan B, but 

if you don’t make it, school be-
comes Plan A.” 

Sports journalist Jemele Hill is 
one who made it in sports. Well 
known for her 12 years on cam-
era for the sports network ESPN, 
that job ended in 2017 after 
tweeting that Donald Trump was 
a white supremac ist.

The way she talks about the 
ESPN episode is less import-
ant than how she recovered from it. 
As Bibbs would say, her Plan B be-
came Plan A. Hill, an MSU Journalism 
School graduate, is now a book author. 
Her new memoir is titled “Uphill.”

Hill, who sums up her background 
as “Born and raised in Detroit; grew up 

at Michigan State,” made time to visit 
her alma mater while in the state a few 
weeks ago for three book signings in her 
native Detroit. 

While in East Lansing, she sat for 
an interview with Assistant Professor 
Christina Myers before an audience of 
faculty, staff and students and a few oth-
er people like me. 

In her memoir, Hill defies the story-
telling approach that boosts individuals 
over their group. Instead, her memoir 
features her mother and grandmother’s 
stories as prominently as her own. She 
wants readers to know her Black pride.

Black pride is instilled by paying at-
tention to Black people and their ac-
complishments and by studying the 
same in school. The efforts to formally 
establish African American studies in 
colleges and universities reach back 50-
plus years, to the 1960s, when enough 
young Black college students were en-
rolled to make the point. 

When I was a student at Wayne State 
University in the 1970s, my friends and 
I became Afric-centric. I switched my 

foreign language study from French to 
Swahili. My friends changed their Eu-
ropean names to African ones. Kwanzaa 
became a major holiday. We wore Afro 
hair styles, kente cloth dashikis and 
mud cloth coats. Respecting our heri-
tage and ancestors was the watchword. 

 Though MSU has been a tad slow, 
even among Big Ten universities, in el-
evating African American studies to an 
academic department, complete with its 
own chairperson, faculty, staff and bud-
get, the old-school feeling was alive at 
their celebration earlier this month.  

Libations were offered. Libations is 
a ceremony of appreciation 
through words and pouring 
liquid in tribute. 

And in a meeting room, a 
monument was established 
to the leaders who kept push-
ing the idea that MSU Afri-
can American and African 
Studies be a permanent, in-
dependent, solid entity at the 
university, with stature as se-
cure as chemistry. 

Those ancestors’ names 
are etched on a mirrored wall 
where students can reflect on 
their history, and see them-
selves as the future.

That’s Black pride.
(Dedria Humphries Barker is the au-

thor of “Mother of Orphans: The True 
and Curious Story of Irish Alice, A Col-
ored Man’s Widow.” Her opinion col-
umn appears on the last Wednesday of 
each month.)

Black pride resides in education

OPINION
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Thank You!
Darin Vickers and the staff at Vickers Funeral Homes are honored and 
humbled to be voted #1 for funeral homes in the Greater Lansing 
Area. Thank you for supporting us with your vote!

History
The funeral homes in Leslie and Springport have served generations of 
families in the Mid-Michigan area since the 1890s. They have had 
several owners in that time but have always continued to serve our 
communities with an eye towards compassion, dignity, and respect. 
Darin Vickers returned to his hometown in 2014 and later purchased 
the business and changed the name to Vickers Funeral Homes. He has 
dedicated his career to honoring its history while bringing fresh and 
new ideas and ways to serve our families.

Mission Statement
To provide an atmosphere of caring and sensitivity while providing 
quality service as defined by each family's needs. To provide, on an 
ongoing basis, a facility of comfort with a sensitive environment. To 
always be good stewards of our community while providing a leadership 
role in our efforts.

Services
Vickers Funeral Homes is a full service, family-owned funeral home. 
We are committed to helping our families during their time of need. 
Being locally owned and operated, we are able to provide personal 
service and accommodate each family and assist them in creating 
meaningful services. Whether you are looking for a full service with 
visitation and burial or a simple cremation, we are able to “wrap our 
arms around you” and walk with you through every step. If you are 
interested in Pre-Planning, we can meet with you to discuss options and 
help plan a service for you or your loved ones. We also have experience 
working with funeral homes in other states including receiving remains 
into our care or sending them to their final resting place.

Staff
Owner/Manager/Director: Darin R. Vickers - Darin was raised in Leslie 
and graduated from Leslie High School, Western Michigan University, 
and Worsham College of Mortuary Science. Darin believes every family 
is unique and gives one on one attention with care and understanding.
Dug, The Funeral Home Dog – Dug was born in the spring of 2017. He 
was bred and chosen to be a grief therapy dog based on his temperament 
and personality. Living with Darin, he is a “dog” most of the time, but 
when there is a group of people or a service, he is all work. You can 
follow some of Dug’s adventures on our Facebook and Instagram pages.
Funeral Director: John Montgomery – John is a licensed funeral director 
in several states. Following in his father’s footsteps, John has been 
providing funeral care to families for over 50 years. He brings vast 
experience and knowledge to our families.
Resident Funeral Director: Hannah E. Walker – Hannah grew up in 
Eaton Rapids and recently graduated from Worsham College of 
Mortuary Science. She returned to us to complete her resident training 
with the intention of joining Darin as a fully Licensed Funeral Director 
and Embalmer. “It’s a great responsibility to care for someone after they 
have passed, while concurrently caring for those they have left behind. 
It’s a privilege to be entrusted to do both.”
Executive Assistant: Kim M. Smith - Kim grew up near Ft. Wayne, 
Indiana and graduated with a degree in Social Work from Ball State 
University. She has extensive experience serving children and families. 
Kim joined Darin in 2016 and has been helping serve families with 
compassion, understanding, and love in her roles as office manager, 
family care, and continuing care.
Family Care Associates: Don and Judy Vickers – Don and Judy have 
been helping provide family care during services since Darin’s return to 
Leslie. Lifelong residents of the Leslie area, they raised their 3 children 
in Leslie and are still active in the community.

Invitation
We invite you to consider Vickers for your end-of-life 
arrangements. We have provided services for 
families in Grand Ledge, St. Johns, Albion, Marshall, 
Perry, Williamston and even as far as Traverse City 
and Flint. Please feel free to contact us if you have 
any questions, are in need of our services, or would 
like to preplan funeral arrangements for yourself or a 
loved one. Although we cannot walk in your shoes, 
Darin, Hannah and Kim are here to walk beside you.

Vickers Springport Funeral Home
Phone: (517) 857-4848

121 Pearl Street, PO Box 235, Springport, MI 49284

Vickers Leslie Funeral Home
Phone: (517) 225-2846

109 North Church Street, PO Box 503, Leslie, MI 49251

vickersfuneralhomes.comDug, the Funeral Home Dog

Darin Vickers, Owner/Manager
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Michigan Democrats picked a good 
year to win control of the Michigan 
House and Senate. 

If you’re a Democrat, every year might 
seem like a good year, but starting with 
a majority in 2023 tees you up in par-
ticular.

The new term limits 
law allows those elected 
to their first House term 
to serve for 12 years as 
opposed to six. Ten of 
those years will be rep-
resenting the same leg-
islative districts until 
the 2031 redistricting 
process. 

Leaders such as Rep. 
Julie Brixie and Rep. Angela Witwer 
could serve in the House for six years 
longer than they had initially planned.

Since it’s easier to win a seat with an 
incumbent than a new candidate, Dem-
ocrats will be approaching swing seats 
for at least the next three cycles with a 
decided advantage.

The dynamics at play give them an 
opportunity to hold to a majority for a 
while as long as they don’t get too com-
placent and overplay their hand. In poli-
tics, that’s easier said than done. 

To set this up, Democrats will have 
control of both Michigan legislative 
chambers for the first time in 40 years. 
They will control the gavel in the 2023-
24 session with slight 56-54 and 20-18 
majorities. 

This edge is not a mandate. It’s a slim 
majority they won, in large part be-
cause:

— The U.S. Supreme Court’s con-
servative majority overturned Roe v. 
Wade, igniting young women voters to 
become politically active in numbers 
that are uncommon for non-presiden-
tial years.

— Former President Donald Trump 
repelled Republican-leaning indepen-
dents by pushing the election conspir-
acy nonsense and playing footsie with 
the Q-anon crowd. 

Without those two dynamics, this 
week’s column would be much differ-
ent.

Really, Democrats should have lost 
in 2022. President Joe Biden’s approv-
al numbers are low. Inflation is high. 
The economy is on shaky ground. Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer’s disapproval rating 
is rock solid in the mid 40s. After her 
emergency COVID restrictions, moving 

that number is tough.
Democrats and their supportive in-

terest groups have a laundry list of pri-
orities they want. After 40 years in the 
minority, how could they not? If they 
blissfully check off items like the 1983 
Democrats did by passing an income 
tax increase, things could go badly.

The D’s lost two Senate recall elec-
tions that year, and the Republicans 
have controlled the majority ever since.

Whitmer has backed off her 45-cent 
gas tax increase (remember that?). In-
stead, she’s talking tax cuts, not tax in-
creases.

That’s a good start. State legisla-
tors have billions in leftover money to 
spend. If that’s squandered in a way 
where voters don’t feel its impact, they’ll 
hear about it.

If police funding and working con-
ditions aren’t improved to push down 
crime numbers, Democratic legislators 
will hear about it. 

As much as environmentalists may 
want the Legislature to pass bills to 
shut down Line 5 along the Mackinac 
Straits, doing so likely raise fuel prices 
for Northern Michiganders and Yoop-
ers. If that happens, Democrats will 
hear about it.

I’m not saying Democrats need to 
walk on egg shells. They simply need to 
be smart. 

A majority of voters support moder-
ate gun safety legislation. They support 
codifying the Elliott Larsen Civil Rights 
Act to include the LGBTQ population. 
They support school safety.

They can keep the focus on helping 
working families, seniors, children, edu-
cation and health care. The issues they 
take up can focus on solving problems, 
not scoring points or getting retribution.

As long as the Democrats govern 
from a sensible middle — something 
Republicans struggled to do last term — 
they limit the attacks that’ll be hurled at 
them later. They can gain support from 
independents.

If they can make relationships and 
work with Republicans on common 
goals like economic development, 
Democrats can prove themselves to be 
an inclusive, majority party. 

If they make this term about paybacks 
and kowtowing to the hopes and dreams 
of a passionate progressive base, their 
time in the majority will be short.

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol news 
service IRS at melinnky@gmail.com.)

A primer on how the Democrats
can keep the House and Senate

POLITICS

Opinion
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Services OfferedServices Offered
• Complete hearing care,
    including hearing aids
• Allergy testing, treatment
• Facial plastic surgery
• Treatment of sleep 
    disorders

& More!& More!

Thank you for Thank you for 
Voting Us the Voting Us the 

Best Audiologist/Best Audiologist/
Hearing Firm

Mid-Michigan Ear, Nose, and Throat P.C.

Services Offered
• Treatment of sleep disorders
• Complete hearing care,
    including hearing aids
• Speech and language services
• Facial plastic surgery
• Allergy testing, treatment

& More! Thank you for voting us 
Best Audiologist/Hearing!

1500 Abbot Rd. Suite #400
East Lansing • (517) 332-0100

www.mment.org

1500 Abbot Rd. Suite #400
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
Brian Major spent the past month or so 

walking the hallowed boards of New York’s 
Metropolitan Opera in an electric blue 
waistcoat embroidered with gold. No big 
deal, right?

“Honestly, it is just like any other stage,” 
he said. “You have the same obligation, as 
an artist, to perform to the best of your 
ability so an audience will enjoy a story.” 
Major, a baritone with a 2019 doctorate in 
vocal music from MSU, debuted at the Met 
in a lavish production of Verdi’s classic “La 
Traviata,” whose run ended Saturday.

He returns in April to sing in the Met’s 
first production of jazz trumpeter and 
composer Terence Blanchard’s penetrating 
study of an aging boxer, “Champion.” 

Major admitted that before rehearsals 
began, walking into the Met was “like an 
out-of-body experience.” He got lost a few 
times and had to ask for help. It was hard 
not to think of all the greats who have sung 
at the theater since it was founded in 1883, 
but once rehearsals started, the spell broke. 

“You think, ‘My God, I’m with so and 
so, who sang all over the world. How are 
they going to treat me?’” he said. “Then 
we’re laughing, grabbing lunch and cof-
fee together. I jumped back into my body 
and really enjoyed the ride, enjoyed be-
ing on that stage.”

There was plenty to enjoy. This “La Tra-
viata” was meant to stimulate the eye as 
well as the ear. A revival of director Mi-
chael Mayer’s 2018 Met production, a lu-
ridly lit head trip of electric blues, purples, 
pinks and golds, framed as the fairy-tale 
memories of the dead heroine, Violetta. 

“It’s kind of over the top, but I enjoyed 
the costumes, especially mine, and it was 
very satisfying to the eye,” Major said.

The singer who plays Baron Douphol, 
Violetta’s indignant protector, usually gets 
as much critical notice as a pothole on the 
road to a bigger tragedy — but not with 
Major filling out the waistcoat.

“Formidable in voice and stature was 
Brian Major as Baron Douphol,” noted 
the New York Classical Review. Opera 
News noted Major’s “dashing debut as 
the Baron.”

“So many people play the Baron as 
an elderly man who is not attractive but 
happens to have enough money to afford 

having Violetta on his arm,” Major said. “I 
played it as an attractive, younger man.”

Major recalled how the majestic bari-
tone Robert McFerrin, father of jazz 
singer Bobby McFerrin, was denied the 
role of Valentin in Charles Gounod’s 
“Faust” at the Met in the 1940s because 
he was told audiences wouldn’t accept a 
Black Frenchman.

“As an artist, I have to create these char-
acters that are believable,” Major said. “But 
also, the way the world is going now, audi-
ences are becoming more open to diversity. 
Their imagination is starting to open up 
and their eyes can see it.” 

Over the holidays, he’ll be studying up 
for his next role, Ford in Verdi’s “Falstaff” 
at the Maryland Lyric Opera.

That’s quite a run of playing jealous 
rich guys, but Major’s entrée to the Met 
was his anguished, powerful perfor-
mance as an aging boxer in “Champion” 
at the Boston Lyric Opera in May.

Three actors play the title character, 
Emile Griffith. Major was a last-minute 
replacement to play “old” Emile, suffering 
from dementia and wracked with guilt 
over putting an opponent into a coma 
years before, all while struggling with his 
identity as a gay man.

Major learned the huge role, full of tech-
nical and emotional challenges, in four 
days by rolling with the quick deadline and 
tapping directly into his psyche.

“One of my biggest fears in life is being 

lost in my own thoughts, dementia, not 
being able to tell people what I’m feeling, 
not being able to be present,” he said. “That 
drove me to dig deeper.” 

The experience went beyond summon-
ing up anger, tears or joy for an ordinary 
performance.

“I let myself go — ugly crying, as they 
say,” he said. “My wife told me, ‘You were 
no longer there.’”

Word spread that representatives from 
the Metropolitan Opera were coming to 
scout talent for the Met’s upcoming pro-
duction of “Champion.”

“I thought, ‘OK, if they come, they 
come,’” Major said. “I’m not going to ask 
where they are, I’m not going to try to sing 
to them or do anything differently.”

Major got a call from the Met the follow-
ing Monday.

“You hear these stories of being at the 
right place at the right time,” he said. “For 
so long, I’ve wanted that to happen, and 
you always think, ‘This is it,’ but you don’t 
know. You just have to be present, remove 
yourself from the situation and just do 
what you are supposed to do, to the best of 
your ability, and it will be rewarded. And 
here I am.”

Major grew up in Asbury Park, New 
Jersey. He played trumpet and sang in the 
high chorus, but he didn’t commit to sing-
ing until he heard a widely-acclaimed 1997 
CD of Handel arias by powerhouse Welsh 
bass-baritone Bryn Terfel.

“To me, classical music sounded the 
same, but when I heard his voice — the 
timbre, the expression, the nuance —  it 
was totally different,” Major said. “It was 
something I couldn’t do on the trumpet. I 
was hooked.”

Major met his wife, soprano Michelle 
Johnson, while studying for a master’s 
degree at Boston University. They have a 
7-year-old daughter, Liza.

With a growing family, Major worked 
in customer service, hustling for sing-
ing gigs on the side, when he learned 
in 2016 that a friend of his, baritone 
Mark Rucker, was teaching at MSU. 
Rucker told him a graduate assistant-
ship was available at MSU, “but you 
have to make your decision by Monday.”
It was a Sunday. 

“I didn’t realize that the universe was 
preparing me for bigger and better places,” 
he said about his quick decision to apply.

At MSU, Major played the Count in Mo-
zart’s “Marriage of Figaro” and the title role 
in Puccini’s “Gianni Schicchi.” He taught a 
voice class for non-music majors.

“The operas were great and the teachers 
were fascinating,” he said. They also went 
the extra mile to support his career. When 
Major snagged a juicy six-week gig in an-
other city, three professors filled in to help 
teach his class, each guest instructor teach-
ing two weeks.

“So many people would have said ‘no,’” 
Major said. “They saw something and al-
lowed me to pursue my dream.”

The Baron scores big
MSU grad Brian Major debuts at Met

Courtesy photo

“Excuse me, sir, how do you get to the 
Met?” MSU vocal music alumnus Brian 
Major says hard work prepared him 
for the fateful call.

Photo by Jonathan Tichler

Brian Major (in the blue waistcoat, listening to the lady with the bottle) made a 
vigorous Metropolitan Opera debut in an eye-popping production of Verdi’s “La 
Traviata.”
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By DAVID CHRISTOPHER SIWIK
Heritage Hall, the new entrance and 

exhibit space of the Michigan State 
Capitol Building, opened to the public 
in the summer of 2022, with its formal 
grand opening Tuesday. The conceptu-
alization, construction and opening are 
great achievements that illustrate the 
commitment the Legislature and the 
people of Michigan have to keeping the  
Capitol as a place where the government 
performs its constitutionally mandated 
functions, and the history of not only 
the building, but much of Michigan it-
self is preserved. These are, and have 
been from the building’s beginning, the 
chief functions of the Capitol that now 
will be shared with Heritage Hall, a fas-

cinating and important space.
In Michigan, like much of the rest of 

the United States, the idea of historical 
preservation has long been contested. 
Perhaps this is the result of a nation 
having to invent itself, being born of 
war and revolution, both upending phe-
nomena prone to ushering in novel ways 
of living and governance. Even now, 
with many historic preservation efforts 
underway and having been successfully 
completed, Americans still grapple with 
what should be “saved” and what should 
be “let go.” Oftentimes, the decision to 
preserve or allow to perish comes down 
to values and what a group of people 
perceives to be important.

A notable moment in which the State 

of Michigan and its citizens publicly ac-
knowledged and recognized the need to 
preserve the history of the state came in 
1874, with the establishment of the Pi-
oneer Society of the State of Michigan. 
In 1876, the Pioneer Society created 
a governing committee charged with 
the acquisition, creation and publica-
tion of historical literature related to 
the so-called pioneering generation. 
These were the first generation of folks 
who moved to Michigan beginning in 
the 1820s, and by the 1870s, they were 
growing old. The realization of the com-
ing passing of the generations initiated 
a concerted and well-organized effort 

Heritage Hall: 
Elijah E. Myers, Harriet Tenney and the 21st century 

See Heritage Hall, Page 19

Go deep. That was the answer to decades of hand-
wringing and consternation regarding the construc-
tion of Heritage Hall, an addition to Michigan’s historic, 
Neoclassical State Capitol. 

There was always a concern that an addition to the 
143-year-old Capitol would detract from its beauty. 
The answer to that conundrum was to dig down two 
stories and bury the student orientation rooms and 
legislative meeting rooms below ground on the build-
ing’s north side.

“From the beginning, the goal was to make the new 
structure as unobtrusive as possible so as not to de-
tract from the historic building,” said former State 
Rep. Joan Bauer, a member of the Capitol Commis-
sion, which oversaw the construction plans.

Bauer, who visits other state capitols as a hobby, 
said, “Many of the capitols have beautiful orientation 
and exhibit spaces.”

Now, the more than 115,000 students who take field 
trips to the Capitol as part of their history curriculums 
will have access to two orientation rooms and striking, 
interpretive historic displays laying out the history of 
the Capitol and the citizens who worked there. In ad-
dition, new bus drop-off locations will make the whole 
experience safer and more convenient.

The above-ground space west of the Capitol was 
previously used for parking. In the ‘80s, it was the site 
of a series of interconnected double-wide trailers that 
served as hearing rooms. 

Heritage Hall, which was officially dedicated Tues-

day, occupies 40,000 square feet and cost $40 million 
to build. Construction began in 2019, but COVID-19 de-
layed completion until this past summer.

Valerie Marvin, State Capitol historian and archivist, 
said 80 percent of the work on the Capitol was com-
pleted by Michigan-based companies.

“For the first time in 100 years, the Capitol is sur-
rounded by lush green lawn providing the perfect and 
original setting for Michigan’s most important public 
structure,” Marvin said.

In this essay, historian David Siwik, who teaches 
Michigan history at Lansing Community College, takes 
a long look at the Capitol’s past and its role in preserv-
ing and teaching the state’s rich history.

—BILL CASTANIER

Courtesy photo

David Siwik is a professor of history 
at Lansing Community College. He 
researches local and Michigan his-
tory as well as American and British 
history, focusing on the late-19th and 
early-20th centuries.

Bill Castanier

Heritage Hall, the Capitol’s new entrance and exhibit space, was created to preserve and teach the history of the 
building and the state at large. The site opened in the summer of 2022, with its formal grand opening Tuesday.
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A look inside the Capitol’s Heritage Hall
By BILL CASTANIER

The new Heritage Hall pro-
vides extensive space for display-
ing important artifacts relating to 
the Capitol. Through these pieces 
of memorabilia, the history of the 
state comes alive. Prior to the new 
addition, many of these items had 
never been on exhibit. As time 
moves on, their importance in 
telling the story of the Capitol will 
only increase. 

New space in Heritage Hall 
provides for the proper care and 
storage of historical artifacts such 
as the green polka dot bow tie 
favored by Governor G. Mennen 
Williams. Williams, Michigan’s 
41st governor who served from 
1949-1960, not only wore his sig-
nature bow tie with pride — he 
would give replicas as gifts. The 
Governor was seldom seen with-
out his bow tie. The tie in the ex-
hibit is one he presented as a gift 
to a non-profit organization host-
ing a fundraiser. 

Frank Fitzgerald, Michigan’s 
34th and 36th governor, used the 
brown leather tear-off calendar 
featured in the exhibit to keep his 
daily schedule. The calendar was 
a personally monogrammed gift 
from Continental Distilling Corp. 
and was recently discovered at 
a local antique festival. Fitzger-
ald, from Grand Ledge, was one 
of only two Michigan governors 
who served non-consecutive 
terms. He died in office in 1939, 
shortly after winning his second 
term. The 1939 calendar shows 
an appointment he was unable to 
keep due to illness. 

Valerie Marvin, state Capi-
tol historian and archivist, said 
many of the exhibited items are 
gifts from residents and former 
legislators and staff. She said that 
portions of the exhibits will be 
switched out every year so visitors 
can experience a broad variety of 
artifacts in the collection.

Bill Castanier

The striking architecture of the Capitol was often incorporated 
into the corporate logos and letterheads of Lansing-area busi-
nesses. This late 19th-century bond from the Ingham County 
Savings Bank is one example of how the Capitol became part 
of its brand and promotion.

Bill Castanier

This original hand-painted safe door was discovered in storage and 
was restored to its original grandeur. There were numerous safes 
in the Capitol used to store important documents when the building 
opened in 1879.

Bill Castanier

One of about two dozen desks purchased in 1878 and used in 
state offices for many years. Currently, the desk is used to 
display typical 19th-century office paraphernalia such as an ink 
well, a leather-bound ledger and a cabinet card featuring the 
Michigan Senate.

Bill Castanier

An architectural drawing of the Capitol dome. Two of the actual modillions are on 
display so visitors can get a close-up look at some of the roofline’s architectural 
embellishments. Nearby is one of the original window frames from the Capitol dome, 
which was salvaged during an earlier project.  

Bill Castanier

A panoramic photo — to which Capitol Historian Valerie Marvin gestures  — depicts 
a massive 1916 gathering of the American Legion Boys State on the Capitol steps. The 
photo was a gift from a local collector and shows the delegates in a variety of fun pos-
es as they represent their local communities.

Bill Castanier

The mold used to manufacture hinges for the doors in the Capitol 
during its 1987-1992 restoration was saved after the manufacturer 
ceased business. The iconic hinges display the state coat of arms 
throughout the building.
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to preserve their stories, in their own 
words, before it was too late. The soci-
ety interviewed men and women from 
all walks of life and also asked the in-
terviewees to donate significant per-
sonal effects. A good example of this 
is in the papers of Lucius Lyon, one of 
the land surveyors of Michigan when it 
was part of the Northwest Territory.

In Michigan, the Civil War, lasting 
from 1861-1865, delayed the construc-
tion of a proper Capitol. In March 1871, 
Gov. Henry P. Baldwin convinced the 
Legislature to appropriate money for 
a new building. The Legislature solic-
ited bids for a new Capitol to be con-
structed in Lansing, itself only having 
been founded in 1847. Springfield, Illi-
nois-born architect Elijah E. Myers sub-
mitted his bid, titled “Tuebor,” Latin for 
“I will defend,” which was also incorpo-
rated into the state coat of arms and the 
state seal. Michigan awarded Myers the 
contract, and construction commenced 
in 1872, with most of the work finished 
by the autumn of 1878. The building 
officially opened to the public and the 
Legislature alike on Jan. 1, 1879. It cost 
$1.2 million, roughly the equivalent of 
$47 million in 2022, a considerable 
sum at the time.

Historic preservation and the display 
of history in a demonstration encourag-
ing the public to become engaged with 
the past has always been an essential 
element of the building’s design and 
usage. Myers included two key features 
into the building for this purpose: space 
on the first floor for a display of histor-
ical artifacts, and the building itself, 
resembling the U.S. Capitol with the 
dome as the most prominent feature. 
Construction of the U.S. Capitol dome 
continued through the Civil War at 
President Lincoln’s insistence, thereby 
becoming symbolic of the preservation 
of the Union and freedom. The inclu-
sion of a dome on Michigan’s Capitol 
and elements taken from the U.S. Cap-
itol architecture, therefore, symbolize 
the same.

One of the most prominent features 
of Heritage Hall is a large display win-
dow one immediately notices on the left 
side of the building upon entrance. One 
of the dozens of Civil War regimental 
flags is visible on the other side of the 
glass. It is with that very flag, and the 
dozens of other Civil War regimental 
flags in the state’s possession, that the 
idea of historic preservation and re-
membrance began.

On the 4th of July, 1866, Gov. Henry 
Crapo presided over the Grand Review 
in Detroit, a somber but celebratory 
affair in which the veterans of the Civ-
il War paraded their colors for one last 
time, presenting them to the governor 
with the command to take care of the 
flags. Crapo promised to uphold the 
charge and to forever display them to 
the public. The purpose was for future 
generations to see the very flags they 
carried into battle, some dying while 
clutching them, to preserve the Union.

When lawmakers and staff begin 
moving into the building in autumn 
1787, the flags were among the thou-
sands of items brought in. Just as Myers’ 
design had called for, a large space was 
set aside on the first floor to serve as the 

Office of Adjutant General. Within this 
space, the flags were on display, forming 
an essential component of the military 
museum. By 1910, demands for space 
eliminated the museum and the Adju-
tant General’s Office space in the Cap-
itol altogether, the latter being moved 
to another office building. According 
to Capitol historian and curator Valerie 
Marvin, the flags were relocated to dis-
play cases in the Capitol Rotunda spe-
cially commissioned by the State Board 
of Auditors, where they stayed until 
1990. The Michigan Capitol, therefore, 
from its inception, was one of the Unit-
ed States’ first Civil War museums.

Harriet Tenney must be acknowl-
edged as equally instrumental in the 
idea of using the Capitol as a repository 
and display of some of the state’s history. 
The State of Michigan appointed Ten-
ney as state librarian in 1869. She was 
also involved in the Ladies Aid Society 
and Lansing Woman’s Club. Tenney, 
according to Marvin, acquired “curios, 
relics, and geological specimens” even 
before the Capitol was finished. These 
items first ended up in the old State 
Office Block (a building that stood a 
short distance away) and were moved 
into the new Capitol.

Marvin explains that it was the Pi-
oneer Society that proved essential in 
the utilization of space for historical 
interpretation. Under Tenney’s lead-
ership, the State Library of Michigan 
grew into an expansive book reposito-
ry that could be used by lawmakers to 
research a variety of subjects pertinent 
to legislation. By the 1920s, Tenney 
and others had not only created a sub-
stantial library; they also curated the 
Pioneer Society rooms on the fourth 
floor. The work of historical preserva-
tion being conducted by Marvin, Matt 
VanAcker and other state historians 
and supported by the recently created 
Michigan Capitol Commission is com-
parable to the very first such efforts.

One of the more remarkable aspects 
of Heritage Hall is how smoothly it 
integrates into these earlier usages 
of the Capitol. The displays have an 
abundance of artifacts, some long held 
by the state without an appropriate 
place to display before the opening of 
Heritage Hall, others discovered or 
acquired more recently. This includes 
a mock office appearing as one would 
have looked in 1879 when the build-
ing opened, replete with a desk pur-

chased from furniture maker Kappes 
and Eggers in Chicago, the firm from 
which, according to Marvin, the state 
purchased the original walnut desks 
for the House Chamber. Other items 
from that era are also on display, as 
are seemingly random items discov-
ered during recent renovation work, 
including an old Campbell’s soup can 
and, curiously enough, a cattle bone.

The design of Heritage Hall is one 
of its most endearing qualities, and I 
suspect it will also become one of its 
most enduring.  The underground 
placement allowed for a restoration 
of some of the original landscape de-
sign of the west Capitol Lawn, long 
neglected and eventually turned into 
a parking lot with a parking ramp 
underneath the side abutting Walnut 
Street. Going off of a much smaller 
underground structure built in the 
20th century to house maintenance 
vehicles, the Capitol Commission dug 
down and in, rather than building out 
and up.

This yielded the unique ability to 
juxtapose one structure built 150 
years ago with an early-21st-century 
construction while nearly entirely con-
cealing the now-conjoined structures 
built so far apart from one another. 
The effect is appreciated when peer-
ing up through the ceiling light to the 
Capitol Dome, seemingly appearing 
out of nowhere bisecting the west and 
north wings, and when ascending the 
stairs on the far south wall of the room, 
up two flights’ worth, and through the 
doors into a building from many gener-
ations ago. It is as if one is opening the 
doors of time itself. Walking through 
the building above, one is treated with 
a rich collection of fine art, mostly in 
the form of portraits of governors and 
other key people who contributed to 
Michigan’s existence.  

Little remains of Elijah E. Myers’ 
prolific works, once found in dozens 
of cities and towns across the United 
States. In Michigan alone, Myers had 
several commissions, many long since 
demolished. In the Mid-Michigan re-
gion, in addition to the Capitol, Myers 
designed the original Lansing Central 
High School and the Central Unit-
ed Methodist Church (both on Capi-
tol Avenue), the President’s House at 
Michigan State University in East Lan-
sing and the Carnegie District Library 
in Howell. Central United Methodist 

still stands at the northwest corner of 
Ottawa and Capitol avenues, as does 
the Howell Carnegie Library on Grand 
River Avenue in downtown Howell. 
Michigan State University demolished 
the President’s House in the 1940s, 
and old Central High School fell to the 
wrecking ball in 2006.

Old Central High School lost near-
ly all of its original architectural or-
namentations and designs when the 
structure was dramatically remodeled 
and expanded in the early 1900s. By 
then, Frank Lloyd Wright’s Prairie 
movement and other prominent ear-
ly-modernist architectural styles had 
caused much of the public to disdain, 
if not outright despise, Victorian ar-
chitecture. Remodels such as what 
Old Central High school underwent 
seemed to deliver a final vote on what 
the new generation thought regarding 
the tastes of their parents and grand-
parents. By the time the wrecking ball 
took down the building in 2006, only 
with much of the building’s bricks lying 
in a pile of rubble did some of Myer’s 
original Second Empire style design el-
ements reappear, peeking out of an ob-
scurity bestowed upon them 100 years 
earlier, now being revealed for one final 
moment before disappearing forever 
outside of photos and postcards.

Hatred of Victorian-era architec-
ture coincided with outright neglect. 
By the 1960s and ‘70s, Michigan law-
makers dreamed of the day the “joyless 
classical monument,” as author Wayne 
Andrews described the Capitol in his 
1967 book “Architecture in Michigan,” 
could be abandoned once and for all for 
a new, modern structure. If there is a 
silver lining to the cloud of early-1980s 
state budget shortfalls, it may be the 
abandonment of those plans. Focus in-
stead turned to preserving the existing 
structure. The state’s financial situa-
tion improved by the late 1980s, as did 
political support for restoration rather 
than replacement.

When the Capitol Restoration Proj-
ect of 1989-1992 began, the state 
moved the flags out of the Rotunda, 
the first time since 1879 that they had 
not been in the building. Through all 
of the damage caused by neglect, split-
ting of floors and the wear-and-tear of 
a building over 100 years old, the reg-
imental battle flags remained in the 
same display cases, standing guard for 
90 years. Inadvertently and somewhat 
ignorantly, they were left to slowly fade 
and deteriorate by the forces of nature, 
including UV light and humidity. To 
save them, the flags were moved to the 
then-newly-opened State Historical 
Museum, where a special space was set 
up to house them.  

It is a fitting end to the latest era of ef-
forts within the Capitol to preserve and 
display the state’s history that one of the 
first displays in Heritage Hall is devot-
ed to the conservation of one of the be-
loved and priceless flags. Heritage Hall 
stands amid an effort, now 150 years 
old, to mark the treasure of Michigan’s 
past, the stories of its people and the ef-
fects they have left behind, displayed in 
a magnificent structure embodying all 
that Michiganders have done through 
the years — creations, accomplishment 
and decisions that endure by becoming 
part of the memory of the past. It is a 
memory now handed down to those 
who would otherwise never receive the 
knowledge.

Bill Castanier/City Pulse

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer speaks at the dedication of Heritage Hall on Tuesday.

Heritage Hall
from page 17
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By LIZY FERGUSON
An almost-lifelong resident of Lan-

sing, Cheri Smith, owner of Gemstone 
Hideaway Hut, thinks her aversion to 
the Michigan cold is due to her Tex-
as birthplace. Still, it doesn’t keep her 
down.

“This is truly like a dream every sin-
gle day, being able to be around the 
gemstones,” Smith said.

Having had an interest in gemstones 
and crystals for as long as she can re-
member, Smith’s avid collecting turned 
into selling on Facebook Marketplace, 
which turned into crafting wire-
wrapped necklaces from her beau-
tiful and varied stock, which turned 
into vending at flea markets and craft 
shows. And yet, she found there was a 
demand for more.

“After a while, people were asking 
where they could come and look at 
my items when I wasn’t at a show,” she 
said. “So, I started looking into getting 
a storefront.” 

The space this search led her to, 
just east of Hunter Park on Kalama-
zoo Street, was formerly a dispensary 
(shocker!) and then rented by a church. 
Cheri and her family put some serious 
love and care into renovating the space, 
developing the clean, orderly and in-
viting atmosphere it now possesses. It 
opened for business in late September. 

The store has two floors, approx-
imately 1,000 square feet each. The 
first floor is a showroom with a dizzy-
ing variety of gemstones and crystals, 
arranged in a pleasing way that leads 
the eye seamlessly from one stunning, 
Earth-crafted wonder to the next, 
found both in their more natural states 
and chiseled into pillars and figurines. 

There are sage bundles, locally made 
Divine Lotus tea blends, incense, can-
dles, Cheri’s handmade jewelry, tarot 
cards and more. 

Speaking of tarot, a card reader 
holds court on the second floor one 
day per week, occasionally sharing the 
space with an aura reader and a Reiki 
practitioner who are both available for 
appointments. These can be made on 
the store’s website, through its Face-
book, or by phone. 

Apart from being able to spend her 
days ensconced in her hobby, Smith 
loves sharing her enthusiasm with oth-
ers. 

“I love helping customers pick out 
gifts for loved ones or just talking with 
customers that love gemstones as much 

as I do,” she 
effused. 

S m i t h 
wants to 
make her 
passion as 
accessible 
as possible. 

She reports that customers tell her she 
has the best prices around and explains 
“If I get a good deal, I give a good deal. 
I want my customers to leave with 
money in their pockets.”

While at first, she struggled to an-
swer my question if she has a favorite 
gemstone or crystal, after a pause, she 
walked over to a beautiful sphere of 
stone, swirling with shades of green 
and crystalized white, looking like a 
first cousin to our planet. 

“Moss agate,” Smith sighed. “You’ll 
never see two that are similar to each 
other. It’s just amazing what the Earth 
gives us.”

City Pulse needs a Delivery Driver. 
Interested: Contact John Paul at
johnpaul@lansingcitypulse.com 

or (517) 999-6707.

Lizy Ferguson

Cheri Smith, crystal enthusiast and owner of Gemstone Hideaway Hut, 1410 E. 
Kalamazoo St. in Lansing.

Lizy Ferguson

Gemstone Hideaway Hut is a spiritual treasure trove, selling everything from gems 
and crystals to teas, incense, candles and tarot cards.

Hunt for aff ordable treasures 
at Gemstone Hideaway Hut
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By CHLOE ALVERSON
Despite its East Lansing location, 

Risky Studios isn’t just for college 
students. Owners Joshua and Alicia 
Southern hope the multimedia pro-
duction studio will serve as a co-work-
ing space for creatives and businesses 
in the area.

Located on the lower level at 301 
M.A.C. Ave., the Southerns found a 
location that is easily accessible from 
Michigan State University and near 
the center of downtown East Lansing. 
Alicia Southern said that their studio 
will be a great 

resource for students who need access 
to things like recording equipment and 
editing software — things that often 
don’t fit into a college dorm room or 
college budget. 

The couple decided to open the pro-
duction studio after Joshua Southern’s 
production company — Risky Music 
Group — had outgrown its various 
locations within their Lansing home.

“With the desire to want to do more 
collaborations, and the opportunity to 
expand, we knew we had to get out of 
the house,” he said. “We’re at a point 
now where we want to share some of 
the wealth with the community.” 

The space features a recording 
booth, an audio production area and 
backdrops for photography opportu-
nities. Even with the small space, a lot 
can be accomplished in Risky Studios. 
The Southerns intend to build a direc-
tory of clients to promote their busi-

nesses as well — a perk that only Risky 
Studios members can enjoy. 

“Those trusted sources we have for 
photography or whatever it is, we want 
to have that business directory to say, 
‘Hey, do you need this? These are the 
people we trust to do those projects for 
you,’” Alicia Southern said. 

Membership packages are fitting for 
creatives who are using the space con-
sistently. For studio services like pod-
casting, photography and the record-
ing studio, there are hourly rates. An 
hour of music production and vocal 
recording starts at $50. The Southerns 
would be present to act as mentors and 
assist clients through the creative pro-
cess. 

The Southerns also plan to rent out 
the studio for small events of 20 people 
or fewer. Alicia Southern described it as 
a “micro-event space” for networking 
events, open mics and study groups. 

“Anybody who is wanting to venture 
off into any creative endeavor that you 
may have, you can get on our website 
and book some time,” Joshua Southern 
said. “Feel free to reach out.” 

Take the risk out of creating at Risky Studios

By CHELSEA PHILLIPS
Impression 5 Science Center is an 

interactive space for children and fam-
ilies to explore and create using all five 
senses. It is conveniently located in 
downtown Lansing, nestled just be-
tween the Riverwalk Theatre and the 
R. E. Olds Transportation Museum. It 
started in East Lansing in 1972 as one 
of the first interactive science museums 
in the country and made the move to its 
current location in 1982.

The center has spaces dedicated for 
newborns and 
beyond, with 
programs like 
D i s c o v e r y 
Time designed 
for children 
as young as 2, 
and the Youth 

Action Council for children fifth grade 
through 12th grade.

Impression 5 Science Center features 
both stationary and traveling exhib-
its. Executive director Erik Larson ex-
plained that proposals for new exhibits 
come from a variety of sources, such as 
members, staff and sponsors.

“Impression 5 has a team in place that 
actually researches and develops, proto-
types and fabricates its own exhibits,” 
Larson said. 

To supplement those exhibits, the 
museum brings in traveling exhibits 

from all over the country. Creating new 
exhibits can take up to two and a half 
years, according to Larson.

“We know our members and visitors 
want to see new exhibits much more 
frequently than that,” he said. 

Along with the delight of celebrating 
50 years of operation this April, Larson 
said there are exciting changes coming. 
One update the museum is looking to 
do would replace the climbing struc-
ture in the First Impression Room — a 
learning space designated for children 
ages birth to 4 years old. There are plans 
to add a second nursing room, which 
will be located on the first floor of the 
science center. Another change will be 
the addition of a café inside the current 
snack and eating area.

Bringing back Member Nights is also 
on the list of upcoming changes, accord-
ing to Larson. He explained that these 
events were “wrapped around a theme 
or opening of an exhibit” and happened 

several times each year prior to the pan-
demic.

Like many organizations and busi-
nesses, Impression 5 Science Center’s 
operations were impacted by the pan-
demic. Previously, Larson said the mu-
seum had around 3,700 members. That 
number dropped by half during the 
pandemic. The museum’s hours were 
also affected.

“Prior to the pandemic, we were open 
six days a week to the public,” Larson 

said. “We were open until 5 o’clock.”
The museum is open to the public 

four days a week with shortened hours. 
The hour adjustment and operation 
days are things the museum continues 
to evaluate as the pandemic continues, 
Larson said.

Sponsors and government programs 
helped Impression 5 during the pan-
demic, but Larson said that the muse-
um is always looking for more volun-
teers and funding for future projects.

Lasting impressions at Impression 5 Science Center

Impression 5 
Science Center
200 Museum Drive, Lansing
9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday – Sunday
(517) 485-8116
Impression5.org
$12 non-member admission Courtesy

The First Impression Room is one of the many exhibits at Impression 5 Science 
Center where young children can safely play and explore.

This occa-
sional 
feature 
highlights 
events and 
milestones 
at local 
nonprof-
its. If you 
would like to 

submit a suggestion please email chloe@
lansingcitypulse.com

Courtesy

Joshua and Alicia Southern celebrated 
the grand opening of Risky Studios on 
Saturday (Feb. 26). Risky Studios

301 M.A.C. Ave., Suite 106, 
East Lansing
(989) 341-3652
booking@
riskystudioslansing.com 

Gemstone Hideaway Hut

1410 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing
Monday: noon-7 p.m.
Tuesday-Saturday: 10 a.m.-7 
p.m.
Sunday: noon-5 p.m.
517-619-4395

Take a short drive to downtown 
Laingsburg and see why we were 
voted THE BEST in '21 AND '22!  

2022

We carefully select only the best
products for our store - we offer
deli-style buds, not pre-packaged,
along with a great selection of all

things cannabis!
We strive to provide great

products at affordable prices.

Local Roots Cannabis
is an independent,
small business, 

owned by
a Mother/Son team.

Our Budtenders go out of their 
way to give our visitors a great 

customer experience!
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For GIFTS as UNIQUE

as they ARE!
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Outta This Ozone
Reviewing Ascend Wellness’ in-house products
By LUCAS HENKEL

Ascend Wellness Holdings believes that 
cannabis should be accessible to everyone, 
regardless of their budget. Its goal is to 
provide a great retail experience, trusted 
products for every demographic of ston-
er and exclusive brand partnerships with 
companies like Lowell Smokes, Flower 
by Edie Parker, 1906, Wynk and AiroPro, 
just to name a few. However, this does not 
mean that you should pass up its in-house 
brands, Simply Herb, Ozone or Ozone 
Reserve. AWH’s Ozone brand has some-
thing for everyone, from edibles to 
concentrates. If you’re look-
ing for something to 
take you into 
the next or-
bit, read on!

The Soap 
The Soap is 

one of my favor-
ite strains, and 
Ozone’s version is no 
exception. This Sati-
va hybrid is a cross of 
Animal Mints and Kush 
Mints. These strains 
are heavy in linalool, the 
terpene most commonly 
found in lavender. According 
to some studies, strains with 
high amounts of linalool can 
help aid consumers suffering 
from anxiety and stress. In addi-

tion to the comforting lavender scent, The 
Soap’s pine notes are pleasant and ener-
gizing. If you’re looking for a solid daytime 
weed without the jitters typically associat-
ed with Sativa strains, consider grabbing 
an eighth of The Soap.

Dosilato live resin concentrate
Another lavender-scented strain, this 

hybrid is great to dab after a long day at 
work. Dosilato provides a gentle body high 
that helps clear the mind of any silliness 

that may have occurred earlier in 
the day. Dosilato is the child of 

Do-Si-Dos, an intensely relax-
ing Indica-dominant strain, 
and Gelato 41, a hybrid that 

is known for its giggly 
and euphoric effects. 
The live resin itself is a 
delicious amber-gold 

color that resembles the 
texture of wet sand. In 
my opinion, it is too 
wet to add to blunts 
or bowls, but it is the 
perfect consistency 
for nectar collec-
tors and dab rigs. 

SFV OG 
live resin 

cartridge 
Live resin cartridges 

are a great solution for folks 
that enjoy the convenience of vaping 

but need something more potent than dis-
tillate. This is where Ozone’s live resin car-
tridges come into the picture: these half-
gram cartridges are packed with potent 
and terpy concentrate. A couple of 
puffs from one of these bad 
boys had me absolute-
ly soaring. The folks 
at Ozone hooked 
me up with their 
SFV OG, which 
is known for its 
energizing body 
high, and it was 
the perfect 
fuel for shovel-
ing the 
godfor-
s a k e n 
s n o w 
off of 
my porch. 

Blue Dream x Apple Fritter-
infused joint

Ozone’s infused joints feature a tasty 
combination of cannabis flower and dis-
tillate. These pre-rolls are packed well and 
smoke even better (a rare find nowadays). 
This particular combo, Blue Dream and 
Apple Fritter, provides a nice head buzz. I 
felt calm but was still able to center my-
self, strategize and dominate at Magic the 
Gathering and other tabletop games that 
I played with friends while sharing this 
tasty toke.

Ozone Green Apple gummies, 
100 milligrams

There are not nearly enough green 
apple-flavored edibles on the market. 

Thankfully, Ozone has my back with 
its sweet and chewy gummy 

cubes. Each tin contains 10 
sugar-coated 10-milli-

gram pieces, about 100 
milligrams per tin, and 
comes in four different 
flavors: the aforemen-
tioned green apple, 
passion fruit, blood 
orange and strawberry. 

All of the gummies are 
vegan, gluten-free 
and naturally fla-
vored using actual 
fruit. I typically eat 

edibles as a sleep aid, 
but I was so excited about 

these green apple gummies that I ate two 
in the middle of the day. Not only were 
they tasty, the body high was relaxing but 
not couch-lock-inducing. 

If you’re interested in picking up some 
of the products mentioned in this article 
or are interested in seeing what else Ozone 
has to offer, check out Ascend Cannabis at 
1415 Michigan Ave. in East Lansing. Shop 
hours are 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day for 
in-store and curbside shopping as well as 
delivery. For a full list of deals and menu 
options, check them out online at letsas-
cend.com.
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in Review:
Terple Gang
in Review:

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub.

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds.

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too.

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor.

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell.

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.”

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high.

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high.

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%.

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.”

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button.

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output.

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week.

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year.

Here’s a look at a few of them:
Terple Gang — Bombulan
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder.

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed.

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips.

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes.

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks.

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too.

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes.

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty.

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap.

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com.

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Brands
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307 E. Cesar E. Chavez Ave
Lansing

(517) 482-8845
www.absolutegallery.net

@AbsoluteGallery

Give from the Heart
We carry Michigan’s OwnFine Art from local and 

national artists!

Whimsical handpainted items to 
brighten someone’s day!

Mackinac Bridge 
grates directly 
from the 
Mackinac Bridge 
Authority. 

Jewelry sets and 
stand alone 
pieces that 
dazzle!
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By BILL CASTANIER
Robert Morris has been caught up in the 

Kennedy mystique since he was a little 
boy in Detroit. His father, Ken Morris, a 
top official at the United Auto Workers, 
would drag his sons to all kinds of polit-
ical events. At a 1960 campaign event in 
Detroit, Morris, who was 8, found him-
self posing for a photograph with presi-
dential candidate John F. Kennedy, his 
father and another UAW official. 

Morris said that within the family, 
that iconic photograph is known as “the 
picture.”

Now, more than 60 years later, Morris 
has published “Secret Service Journals: 
Assassination and Redemption in 1960s 
Detroit,” a political thriller that revolves 
around the assassinations of 
John and Robert Kennedy 
and Martin Luther King Jr. 
and the possible ties to the 
death of former UAW Pre-
sient Walter Reuther.

Reuther and his spouse, 
May, died in a plane crash 
in 1970. At the time, there 
was some suspicion that the 
crash may not have been an 
accident, Morris said. Re-
uther had previously sur-
vived two assassination at-
tempts.

Morris’ book begins with the activities 
of the Secret Service as seen through the 
eyes of young agent Bill Simpson, who is 
assigned to Detroit and works mostly on 
rooting out counterfeiters. Simpson is ro-
tated to White House detail for six months, 
where he meets President Kennedy. 

Later, Simpson finds himself on the 

security detail for a presidential 
visit to Chicago. An anonymous 
tip from a man named “Lee” re-
veals a plot to kill the president 
as he makes his way to down-
town Chicago from the airport.

Simpson finds himself em-
broiled in internal Secret Service 
politics and potential corrup-
tion, something that sounds a bit 
like contemporary politics.

The book moves into the many 
conspiracy theories and coinci-
dences that still are debated today 
about the Kennedy brothers, Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X. 

To that mix, Morris, who has 
had a lifelong interest in union 

activities, added Re-
uther’s death.

Following the pub-
lication of his last 
book, “Built in De-
troit,” about the ear-
ly days of the UAW, 
Morris said he began 
looking for a topic for 
his next book.

“I originally want-
ed to write about 
Harry Bennett, the 
enforcer for Henry 
Ford, but someone 
beat me,” he said.

Morris then discovered the conspiracy 
theory that Reuther may have been as-
sassinated.

“I looked into it, but there was nothing 
there, but maybe I could do something 
tying Reuther’s death into a bigger plot,” 
he said. “The only thing I knew when I 
started the book was it had to be in the 
Detroit area. I lived there my entire life.”

In retelling the story of Detroit in the 
1960s, Morris has captured the sights 
and sounds with a near-perfect pitch.

One scene, for instance, has Simpson 

and a friend going to the folk club The 
Chess Mate in downtown Detroit to see 
Joni Mitchell and her husband, Chuck, 
perform.

One of Morris’ goals in writing this 
book was to paint the labor movement 
in a positive light. 

“They did a lot of charitable stuff be-
hind the scenes,” he said.

The book follows Simpson through 
his short-lived career in the Secret Ser-
vice, his being framed that garners him 
prison time and his job at the Ford 
tractor plant in Birmingham, which 

is described as “the country 
club” for UAW jobs. Morris 
knows that aspect well, since 
he worked at the complex as 
a “picker, packer, checker,” 
providing parts to dealerships 
across the United States.

It’s from his job at Ford, fol-
lowing the death of Reuther, 
that Simpson is recruited into 
the top UAW echelons to in-
vestigate. 

From there, Simpson is 
pulled into the maelstrom of 
public corruption and shad-
owy characters who will do 
anything to stop the investi-
gation. As the book ramps up 
its thrill quotient, it becomes 
obvious that someone will be 
added to the list of assassina-
tion conspiracy suspects, and 
Simpson will do anything to 
keep his name off that list.

In his research, Morris met 
with Paul Schrade, a UAW of-
ficial who was with Bobby Ken-
nedy when he was assassinated. 
Morris said his conversation 
with Schrade was enlightening. 
Schrade, who recently died at 
age 96, consistently believed 
that there was more than one 
shooter.

“About sixty percent of material in the 
book pertaining to Schrade is verbatim,” 
he said.

Despite thousands of books, both fic-
tion and non-fiction, about the assassi-
nation plots, Morris, through his crafty 
addition of a low-level Secret Service 
agent and the ties to Reuther, has added 
a notable work to the genre. As readers 
delve into the book, they will likely find 
themselves nodding in agreement and 
whispering to themselves “I can see that 
happening.”

Detroit author captures high-profile assassinations in unique light

Courtesy photo

Robert Morris, 8, in 1960 with presidential candidate John 
F. Kennedy, his father, Ken (left), and another United Auto 
Workers official. Kennedy’s 1963 assassination is part of the 
plot of Morris’ book “Secret Service Journals: Assassina-
tion and Redemption in 1960s Detroit.”
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Curious Book Shop
307 E. Grand River, E. Lansing
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Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 12-5
332-8444 w Free Parking

thearchivesbookshop@gmail.com

and Instagram!

We have books you 
always wanted but 
never knew existed!
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Wednesday, Nov. 30
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group exercises at Meridian 
Township Central Park Pavilion (Old Farmers 
Market) 9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. 517-
853-4600. meridian50plus.com. 

Beginning Ukulele for the Family - 6 p.m. Regis-
tration req. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. 
gladl.org. 

Delhi Township Tree Lighting - 6:30-7:45 p.m. Vet-
erans Memorial Gardens, 2074 N. Aurelius Road, 
Holt. delhitownshipmi.gov.

Harry Connick, Jr. - 7:30 p.m. Wharton Center, 
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. whartoncenter.
com.

Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh tradition - All 
are welcome to join our weekly practice! 7-9 p.m. 
Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK Jr Blvd., Lansing. 
lamc.info.  

Music from Around the World - 7:30 p.m. MSU 
College of Music, 333 W. Circle Drive, Room 210, 
East Lansing. music.msu.edu.

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array of 
Artistic Techniques and Images - “Dreaming 
Between the Lines,” a new exhibit by William-
ston-based artist Bobbi Kilty. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The 
Peoples Church of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand 
River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. thepeo-
pleschurch.com.   

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & 
Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Thursday, Dec. 1
“A Course in Miracles,” a Group Discussion on 
ZOOM – 7 p.m. Meeting ID: 177 417 886 Pass-
code: 601744. unitylansing.org.

A Night of Sushi with Chef Stu (a.k.a. Stushi) - 6 
p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. (517) 
331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com

A Very Williamston Christmas - Hot cocoa, 
light parades and romance factor large in 
this parody of everyone’s guilty pleasure: the 
holiday movie. 8 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 
S. Putnam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.
org.

Capital Area Audubon Society December Meet-
ing - Learn about wild rice research at MSU 
Fisheries. 7 p.m. Foster Community Center, 
200 N. Foster Ave., Lansing.

Elene Kobulashvili, piano DMA - 6 p.m. MSU 
College of Music, 333 W. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. music.msu.edu.

Ethan Hicks, clarinet DMA - 8 p.m. MSU College 
of Music, 333 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
music.msu.edu.

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - Join other 
adult women for fun, exercise, friendship and 
skating practice. 9:30-11:20 a.m. Suburban Ice, 
2810 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. ladiessilver-
blades.org.

MSU Theater Presents: MSU UNSCRIPTED - Every 
performance will be completely different, with 
a mix of classic and new improv games. 7:30 
p.m. Studio 60 Theatre, 542 Auditorium Road, 
East Lansing. whartoncenter.com.

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array of 
Artistic Techniques and Images - “Dreaming 
Between the Lines,” a new exhibit by William-
ston-based artist Bobbi Kilty. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The 
Peoples Church of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand 
River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. thepeo-
pleschurch.com.   

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some fellow 
stitching witches! 5-8 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 
809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-974-5540. 
manifestlansing.com.  

Symphony Band - 7:30 p.m. Wharton Center, 750 
E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. music.msu.edu.

Wonderland of Lights - Thousands of lights create 
an extraordinary holiday display! 5-8 p.m. Potter 
Park Zoo, 1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. 517-
483-4222. potterparkzoo.org.

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & 
Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Friday, Dec. 2
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group exercises at Meridian 
Township Central Park Pavilion (Old Farmers 
Market) 9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. 517-
853-4600. meridian50plus.com. 

A Very Williamston Christmas - Hot cocoa, light 
parades and romance factor large in this parody 
of everyone’s guilty pleasure: the holiday movie. 
8 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., 
Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

The Dangling Participles – 7 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 
Turner St., Lansing. (517) 331-8440. urbanbeate-
vents.com

Full Cord (presented by Ten Pound Fiddle) – 7:30 
p.m. University United Methodist Church, 1120 
S. Harrison Road, East Lansing. 517-337-7744. 
tenpoundfiddle.org.

Jeffrey Alardyce/Chang Li, saxophone DMA - 8 
p.m. MSU College of Music, 333 W. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. music.msu.edu.

Michigan State Men’s Hockey vs. Minnesota 
Gophers - Munn Ice Arena, 509 Birch Road, East 
Lansing. 

Mosaic and Chamber Choir – 8 p.m. Alumni 
Memorial Chapel, 636 Auditorium Road, East 
Lansing. music.msu.edu

MSU Theater Presents: MSU UNSCRIPTED - Every 
performance will be completely different, with 
a mix of classic and new improv games. 8 p.m. 
Studio 60 Theatre, 542 Auditorium Road, East 
Lansing. whartoncenter.com.

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array of 
Artistic Techniques and Images - “Dreaming 
Between the Lines.” 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples 
Church of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand River Ave., 
East Lansing. 517-332-5073. thepeopleschurch.
com.  

Pengyu Yang, voice DMA Recital - 6 p.m. MSU Col-
lege of Music, 333 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
music.msu.edu.

Pre-Parade Party “Gingerbread Houses” - 5 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jeffer-
son St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org. 

TGIF Dinner & Dance - 7 p.m.- midnight. Hawk Hol-
low Banquet Center, 15101 Chandler Road, Bath. 
734-604-5095. tgifdance.com/calendar.

Wonderland of Lights - Thousands of lights create 
an extraordinary holiday display! 5-8 p.m. Potter 
Park Zoo, 1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. 517-
483-4222. potterparkzoo.org.

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & 
Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Saturday, Nov. 3
15th Annual Scrooge Scramble 5K – Registration 
req. 9 a.m. Old Town Commercial Association, 
1232 Turner St., Lansing. 517-485-4283. 

A Very Williamston Christmas - Hot cocoa, light 
parades and romance factor large in this parody 
of everyone’s guilty pleasure: the holiday movie. 
8 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., 
Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Alton Brown – 8 p.m. Wharton Center, 750 E. 
Shaw Lane, East Lansing. whartoncenter.com.

Contra and Square Dance – Vaccination cards 
and masks are required for Fall dances. 7 p.m. 
Central United Methodist Church, 215 N. Capitol 
Ave., Lansing. 517-614-5858.

Family Day: Transform the Everyday - Make 
creative connections with our exhibitions through 
free, hands-on, interactive family fun. 11 a.m. Eli 
& Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Generations Community Theater Presents “A 
Christmas Carol” – 7 p.m. Virginia Schlichter Au-
ditorium at the Mason Area Historical Museum, 
200 E. Oak St., Mason. 

Holiday Art/Craft/Farmers Market - Featuring 
60+ artists, crafters, farmers, growers, bakers, 
and value-added food producers. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Southside Community Center, 5815 Wise Road, 
Lansing. 

Holiday Mini Photo Shoot Present Making – 
Registration req. 12 p.m. Mother & Earth Baby 
Boutique, 100 E. Cesar E. Chavez Ave., Lansing. 

Ian Graves, tuba DMA – 2 p.m. MSU College of 
Music, 333 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. music.
msu.edu.

Lansing City Futsal vs. Mitwest Detroit – 6:30 
p.m. Lansing City Arena, 904 Elmwood Road, 
Lansing. lansingfutsal.com.

Metropolitan Opera Laffont District Competition 
2022 – 10 a.m. MSU College of Music, 333 W. 
Circle Drive, East Lansing. music.msu.edu.

MIARNG Aviation Retirement Dinner 2022 – 6-11:30 
p.m. Royal Scot Golf & Bowl, 4772 W. Grand River 
Ave., Lansing. grandledgeguard.ticketleap.com.

Michigan State Men’s Hockey vs. Minnesota 
Gophers - Munn Ice Arena, 509 Birch Road, East 
Lansing. 
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Hannah at 
(517) 999-6704.

See Events, Page 31

“MSU UnScripted”
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 1

8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 2
2 p.m. and 8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3

2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 4
Studio 60 Theatre, MSU Auditorium, 
542 Auditorium Road, East Lansing

Don’t miss “MSU UnScripted,” MSU 
Department of Theatre’s improv com-
edy showcase taking place this week-
end.

No two shows will be the same. Twen-
ty-six student performers have been 
separated into five different teams, with 
each team performing twice during the 
five-show run. The night of comedy will 
feature a mix of classic and new improv 
games, with performances made up on 
the spot, inspired by audience sugges-
tions.

“One of my favorite principles of improvisation is the idea that there are no 
mistakes, only opportunities to explore a new idea,” said Sarah Hendrickson, 
director of the MSU Theatre Department’s improvisation and acting faculty. 
“Improv comedians are constantly looking at given circumstances with a new 
perspective and working as an ensemble to achieve a common goal. We 
strive, in the Department of Theatre, to help students push the boundaries of 
discovery to become artists and find the humor in things whenever possible.” 

Tickets are $23.50 for general admission, $21.50 for seniors, MSU faculty 
and staff and $13.50 for students. Tickets are available at whartoncenter.
com, at the Wharton Center box office or by calling 1-800-WHARTON. 
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Giv� th� Gi� of Musi� Lesson�!

Value $149/ Your Cost: 
Only $99! (Save $50!)

Offer Expires December 23rd, 2022

Call or text (517)664-1110 or stop by in person at 2220 University Park Dr. in Okemos!
www.LansingMusicLessons.com

Stocking� stuffe� wit�:
A One Month of Lessons Certificate 

• Holiday Goodies
• Instrument-Specific Gifts:
Drummers get Drum Sticks

Guitar Players get Snark Tuners
Voice and Piano students get special 

Music Theory Flash Cards

Voted #1 for Best Music LessonsVoted #1 for Best Music Lessons
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“Bird is the Word”--who 
knows where it’ll end up.

by Matt Jones

© 2022 Matt Jones

ACROSS

1. Rubbed out, gangster-
style

6. Feasted

9. Laundry issue

14. Island near 11-Down

15. Bit of a beverage

16. “Why am ___?”

17. Tiny solution for 
cleaning up (like an 
understaffed moderation 
team)

19. Original “Who Wants 
to Be a Millionaire?” host

20. Lyrical poem

21. Symbol of clumsiness 
(like announcing, then 
canceling, an $8/month 
verification system)

23. Royal sphere

25. Mine contents

26. EGOT winner Moreno

27. Wood for wine barrels

29. Wanna-___ 
(imitators)

30. Packers’ org.

33. Official imprint

36. Shipping units?

38. “Gotcha”

39. Use unfair tactics 
(like suspending accounts 
from just one side of the 
political spectrum)

42. Paleozoic, et al.

43. “A Death in the 
Family” Pulitzer winner

44. Centrifuge inserts

45. Place to study

46. Turn purple, perhaps

47. Shriner’s cap

48. Days long past

50. Fla. NBA team, on a 
scoreboard

52. Baryshnikov’s former 
co.

55. Evoking both happy 
and sad feelings (like 

a social network that’s 
provided both joy and 
frustration)

59. Wonderment sounds

61. Skips

62. U.K. “Love Is All 
Around” band which 
lost 40% of its members 
in 2022 (like a certain 
website that’s apparently 
hemorrhaging users)

64. Handles

65. Acting instructor 
Hagen

66. Background 
distraction

67. Nail file stuff

68. Spill cleaner

69. Message that can be 
seen hidden in order in 
the five longest answers 
(which might not be seen 
anymore if its platform 
implodes)

DOWN

1. Eight, for starters

2. “Lord of the Rings” 

ringbearer

3. Less in number

4. Summer, in Paris

5. Bench press muscle, 
briefly

6. Fur-trading tycoon 
John Jacob

7. Spine feature

8. Fencing sword

9. Marina of “Star Trek: 
The Next Generation”

10. Taking things badly?

11. Greece/Turkey 
separator

12. Pleasant feeling, in 
reggae songs

13. Fledgling’s place

18. Moon of Endor 
dweller

22. “___ Off the Boat”

24. Really fails

28. Long-armed animal

29. Computer memory 
unit

31. Dipped, like stocks

32. “___ Make a Deal”

33. Tool building

34. Radial, e.g.

35. Whenever

36. Old Venetian VIP

37. Wowed feeling

38. Island famous for its 
nightlife

40. Jacket over a shirt, 
e.g.

41. Mother of Abel

46. Elegantly clad

47. Got off the ground

49. Weasel’s aquatic 
relative

50. Give credit for

51. Draw upon again

53. Stardust alter ego

54. The ones nearby

55. Femur, for one

56. Mosque figure

57. Done laps in the pool

58. Sidewalk sale pop-up

60. Don’t delete

63. Part of a car rescue

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 32

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

SUDOKU     Intermediate

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny               Nov. 30- Dec. 6, 2022

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Aries filmmaker Andrei 
Tarkovsky wrote, “To be free, you simply have 
to be so, without asking permission. You must 
have your own hypothesis about what you 
are called to do, and follow it, not giving in to 
circumstances or complying with them. But 
that sort of freedom demands powerful inner 
resources, a high degree of self-awareness, and 
a consciousness of your responsibility to yourself 
and therefore to other people.” That last element 
is where some freedom-seekers falter. They 
neglect their obligation to care for and serve 
their fellow humans. I want to make sure you 
don’t do that, Aries, as you launch a new phase 
of your liberation process. Authentic freedom is 
conscientious.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): The term “neurodiversity” 
refers to the fact that the human brain functions 
in a wide variety of ways. There are not just 
a few versions of mental health and learning 
styles that are better than all the others. Taurus 
musician David Byrne believes he is neurodiverse 
because he is on the autism spectrum. That’s 
an advantage, he feels, giving him the power to 
focus with extra intensity on his creative pursuits. 
I consider myself neurodiverse because my life 
in the imaginal realm is just as important to me 
as my life in the material world. I suspect that 
most of us are neurodiverse in some sense—
deviating from “normal” mental functioning. What 
about you, Taurus? The coming months will be an 
excellent time to explore and celebrate your own 
neurodiversity.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Poet Jane Hirshfield says 
that Zen Buddhism is built on three principles: 1. 
Everything changes. 2. Everything is connected. 
3. Pay attention. Even if you are not a Zen 
practitioner, Gemini, I hope you will focus on the 
last two precepts in the coming weeks. If I had 
to summarize the formula that will bring you 
the most interesting experiences and feelings, 
it would be, “Pay attention to how everything 
is connected.” I hope you will intensify your 
intention to see how all the apparent fragments 
are interwoven. Here’s my secret agenda: I think 
it will help you register the truth that your life has 
a higher purpose than you’re usually aware of—
and that the whole world is conspiring to help you 
fulfill that purpose.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Author Flannery 
O’Connor wrote, “You have to cherish the world 
at the same time that you struggle to endure it.” 
I will add a further thought: “You have to cherish 
the world at the same time that you struggle to 
endure it and strive to transform it into a better 
place.” Let’s make this one of your inspirational 
meditations in the coming months, Cancerian. 
I suspect you will have more power than usual 
to transform the world into a better place. Get 
started! (PS: Doing so will enhance your ability to 
endure and cherish.)

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Many sports journalists will 
tell you that while they may root for their favorite 
teams, they also “root for the story.” They want 
a compelling tale to tell. They yearn for dramatic 
plot twists that reveal entertaining details about 
interesting characters performing unique feats. 
That’s how I’m going to be in the coming months 
Leo, at least in relation to you. I hope to see 
you engaged in epic sagas, creating yourself 
with verve as you weave your way through fun 
challenges and intriguing adventures. I predict my 
hope will be realized.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Venus is too hot and 
dry for humans to live on. But if travelers from 
Earth could figure out a way to feel comfortable 
there, they would enjoy a marvelous perk. The 
planet rotates very slowly. One complete day 
and night lasts for 243 Earth days and nights. 
That means you and a special friend could take 
a romantic stroll toward the sunset for as long 
as you wanted, and never see the sun go down. I 
invite you to dream up equally lyrical adventures 
in togetherness here on Earth during the coming 

months, Virgo. Your intimate alliances will thrive 
as you get imaginative and creative about 
nurturing togetherness.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): As far as I’m concerned, 
Libran Buddhist monk and author Thích Nhất 
Hạnh was one of the finest humans who ever lived. 
“Where do you seek the spiritual?” he asked. His 
answer: “You seek the spiritual in every ordinary 
thing that you do every day. Sweeping the floor, 
watering the vegetables, and washing the dishes 
become sacred if mindfulness is there.” In the 
coming weeks, Libra, you will have exceptional 
power to live like this: to regard every event, 
however mundane or routine, as an opportunity 
to express your soulful love and gratitude for the 
privilege of being alive. Act as if the whole world 
is your precious sanctuary.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): A reader named Elisa 
Jean tells me, “We Scorpio allies admire how 
Scorpios can be so solicitous and welcoming: the 
best party hosts. They know how to foster social 
situations that bring out the best in everyone and 
provide convivial entertainment. Yet Scorpios also 
know everyone’s secrets. They are connoisseurs 
of the skeletons in the closets. So they have 
the power to spawn discordant commotions 
and wreak havoc on people’s reputations. But 
they rarely do. Instead, they keep the secrets. 
They use their covert knowledge to weave deep 
connections.” Everything Ella Jean described will 
be your specialties in the coming weeks, Scorpio.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Of all the signs in the 
zodiac, you Sagittarians are least likely to stay in 
one location for extended periods. Many of you 
enjoy the need to move around from place to 
place. Doing so may be crucial in satisfying your 
quest for ever-fresh knowledge and stimulation. 
You understand that it’s risky to get too fixed in 
your habits and too dogmatic in your beliefs. So 
you feel an imperative to keep disrupting routines 
before they become deadening. When you are 
successful in this endeavor, it’s often due to a 
special talent you have: your capacity for creating 
an inner sense of home that enables you to feel 
stable and grounded as you ramble free. I believe 
this superpower will be extra strong during the 
coming months.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Capricorn author 
Edgar Allan Poe made this mysterious statement: 
“We can, at any time, double the true beauty of an 
actual landscape by half closing our eyes as we 
look at it.” What did he mean? He was referring 
to how crucial it is to see life “through the veil of 
the soul.” Merely using our physical vision gives 
us only half the story. To be receptive to the full 
glory of the world, our deepest self must also 
participate in the vision. Of course, this is always 
true. But it’s even more extra especially true than 
usual for you right now.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Aquarian theologian 
Henri Nouwen wrote, “I have discovered that the 
gifts of life are often hidden in the places that hurt 
most.” Yikes! Really? I don’t like that idea. But I 
will say this: If Nouwen’s theory has a grain of 
truth, you will capitalize on that fact in the coming 
weeks. Amazingly enough, a wound or pain you 
experienced in the past could reveal a redemptive 
possibility that inspires and heals you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Piscean novelist Viet 
Thanh Nguyen says it’s wise to talk to yourself. No 
other conversational partner is more fascinating. 
No one else listens as well. I offer you his advice 
in the hope of encouraging you to upgrade the 
intensity and frequency of your dialogs with 
yourself. It’s an excellent astrological time to go 
deeper with the questions you pose and to be 
braver in formulating your responses. Make the 
coming weeks be the time when you find out much 
more about what you truly think and feel.

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins
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How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 

Fresh off  its win in City Pulse’s Top 
of the Town contest for Best Folk Artist/
Band, The Dangling Participles will re-
lease its sophomore album, “One More 
Drop,” Friday, Dec. 2, at UrbanBeat in 
Old Town. 

Band members Austin Kaufmann 
(guitars, harmonica, vocals) and Ta-
miko Rothhorn (cornet, ukulele, vo-
cals) caught up with City Pulse about 
what they — and fellow members Tim 
Patterson (bass, piano, vocals) and 
Dan Moreno (drums) — have been up 
to. 

How would you describe the 
band’s sound to someone who’s 
never heard you?

Austin Kaufmann: The core of 
our identity and sound 
is less about genre and 
more about the dynamic 
of our alternating male 
and female lead vocals, 
our duets and harmo-
nies. We’re not virtuo-
sos on our instruments, 
but Tamiko especially has some seri-
ous pipes, and our vocals are special. 
Throw Tim’s third vocal part in there, 
and it’s goosebumps. 

Tamiko Rothhorn:  I usually tell 
people that we have an Americana-
folk-jazzy-blues-pop-soulful sound. As 
Austin mentioned, our songwriting and 
arrangement style is eclectic, and so 
is our choice of covers, ranging from 
Adele to Of Monsters and Men to Bran-
di Carlile, Johnny Cash and Janis Jo-
plin, to name a few. Austin and I play 
off  of each other’s energy, and peo-
ple consistently comment on how our 
on-stage connection makes us a fun 
group to watch.

Are there any songwriting pro-
cesses the band tends to follow?

Tamiko: When gathering ideas for 
songs, I’ll hear something on the ra-
dio, a quote or passage from a book 
I am reading or a horoscope from City 
Pulse. The song “Moon Garden” was 

inspired by a City Pulse horoscope. 
Other ideas come from personal ex-
periences that move me. I have about 
200 to 300 recordings of lyrical snip-
pets, melodies and chord progressions 
that I record on my cell phone whenev-
er something strikes me as a potential 
nugget of song gold. 

Then, I’ll get a big burst of inspiration, 
usually do some freewriting, free-jam-
ming on the inspiration or topic and put 
the song together. Austin and I bring 
our song ideas to the rest of the band 
and then work together on arranging 
harmonies, instrumentation and some 
lyrical edits. Usually, the more we play 
a song, the more ideas we come up 
with.

Austin: For our 2018 
album “Present,” I wrote 
most of the songs, but 
these days, Tamiko and I 
share the songwriting pret-
ty equally. On “One More 
Drop,” the songwriting is 
split exactly evenly.

What lyrical themes do you touch 
on in “One More Drop”?

Tamiko: As I previously mentioned, 
sometimes I fi nd inspiration for lyrics 
based on books or quotes. “Poetry in a 
Bottle” was inspired by a Robert Louis 
Stevenson quote I saw while visiting a 
wine cellar in France: “Wine is Bottled Po-
etry.” The imagery in this song plays with 
the love of words and fl avors — sipping 
both with a love sitting across from you.

Austin: Often, [songwriting is] a 
cathartic thing. For example, I wrote 
“Where It Gets Exciting” as a person-
al response to the Black Lives Matter 
events I participated in back in 2020. 
Specifi cally, the song quotes John 
Lewis: “Speak up, speak out, get in the 
way. Get in good trouble.” And I wrote 
it to remind myself not to fall back into 
the kind of complacency my white priv-
ilege aff ords me, even if it means — 
especially if it means — pushing me 
out of my comfort zone. 

Lansing folk outfit releases second LP

The Dangling Participles offer 
up ‘One More Drop’
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins
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How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 

The Dangling Participles
UrbanBeat 
Friday, Dec. 2 
$10, $5 students 
Doors 5 p.m., 7 p.m. show
thedanglingparticiples.com

The Avenue
2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Trivia Thursday
Thur., Dec. 1, Sign-up 8:30 p.m.
False Harbor with Ten Peso Version 
and Spencer Chesnut
Fri., Dec. 2, 9 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Deacon Earl
Fri., Dec. 2, 7 p.m.
DJ E-Nyce
Sat., Dec. 3, 7 p.m.

The Exchange
314 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
JP & The Energy
Fri., Dec. 2, 9:30 p.m.

The Green Door
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Be Kind Rewind
Fri., Dec. 2, 8:30 p.m.
Soulstice
Sat., Dec. 3, 8:30 p.m.

Horrocks Farm Market
7420 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing
Frog & the Beeftones
Sat., Dec. 3, 3 p.m.

The Junction
410 S. Clippert St., Lansing
Twiztid/Blaze/ABK “The Certifi ed 
Psychos Tour”
Sun., Dec. 4, 6 p.m.

The Studio at 414
410 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Phil Denny & Friends Christmas 
Collective
Sat., Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m.

University United Methodist 
Church
1120 S. Harrison Road, East Lansing
Full Cord
Fri., Dec. 2, 7:30 p.m.

UrbanBeat
1213 Turner Road, Lansing
The Dangling Participles
Fri., Dec. 2, 7 p.m.
Max Gage Trio and Randy Napoleon
Sat., Dec. 3, 7 p.m.

Live & Local

False Harbor with Ten Peso Version 
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MSU Theater Presents: MSU UNSCRIPTED - Every 
performance will be completely different, with 
a mix of classic and new improv games. 8 p.m. 
Studio 60 Theatre, 542 Auditorium Road, East 
Lansing. whartoncenter.com.

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array of Ar-
tistic Techniques and Images - “Dreaming Between 
the Lines.” 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples Church 
of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand River Ave., East 
Lansing. 517-332-5073. thepeopleschurch.com.  

Paige Heidrich, voice DMA – 6 p.m. MSU College of Mu-
sic, 333 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. music.msu.edu.

Phil Denny & Friends Christmas Collective: 10yr 
Anniversary – 7:30 p.m. The Studio at 414, 410 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. phildenny.com.

Winterfest parade & activities – 3 p.m. Down-
town Laingsburg. laingsburgbusiness.org.

Yiwen Zhang, violin DMA - 6 p.m. MSU College of 
Music, 333 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. music.
msu.edu.

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & 
Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Sunday, Dec. 4
Drum Circle with Greater Lansing Area Drummers 
(GLAD) - 1 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center 
St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlan-
sing.com.

Saint Lucia/Christmas Celebration – Please bring 
a dish to pass. $2 per person, children 5 and 
under free. 2-5 p.m. Bretton Woods Covenant 
Church, 925 Bretton Road, Lansing. 517-482-8357.

Generations Community Theater Presents “A 
Christmas Carol” – 2 p.m. Virginia Schlichter Au-
ditorium at the Mason Area Historical Museum, 
200 E. Oak St., Mason.

Main Stage Comedy & Burlesque – 7:30-10 p.m. 
Omar’s Show Bar, 316 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 

MSU Theater Presents: MSU UNSCRIPTED - Every 
performance will be completely different, with 
a mix of classic and new improv games. 8 p.m. 
Studio 60 Theatre, 542 Auditorium Road, East 
Lansing. whartoncenter.com.

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array of Ar-
tistic Techniques and Images - “Dreaming Between 
the Lines.” 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples Church 
of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand River Ave., East 
Lansing. 517-332-5073. thepeopleschurch.com.  

SpARTan Wellness - It’s getting cold outside, so 
treat yourself to a warm beverage in a mug that 
you personalized! Registration req. 2 p.m. Eli & 
Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Twiztid/Blaze/ABK “The Certified Psychos Tour” – 
6 p.m. The Junction, 410 S. Clippert St., Lansing. 
certifiedpsychos.com.

Wen-Yi Lo/Qian Tang, violin DMA – Noon. MSU Col-
lege of Music, 333 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
music.msu.edu.

Wind Symphony with Spartan Youth Wind Sympho-
ny – 3 p.m. Wharton Center, 750 E. Shaw Lane, 
East Lansing. whartoncenter.com.

Wonderland of Lights - Thousands of lights create 
an extraordinary holiday display! 5-8 p.m. Potter 
Park Zoo, 1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. 517-
483-4222. potterparkzoo.org.

Ye Bai/Bochi Zhang/Xinyu Zhu, viola DMA – 2 p.m. 
MSU College of Music, 333 W. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. music.msu.edu.

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - 10 a.m.- 6 p.m. Eli & 

Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Monday, Dec. 5
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group exercises at Meridian 
Township Central Park Pavilion (Old Farmers 
Market) 9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. 517-
853-4600. meridian50plus.com. 

Beauty of Brahms - West Circle Series – 7:30 
p.m. Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium Road, East 
Lansing. music.msu.edu.

Book Discussion Group - CADL Mason Library – 
“The Personal Librarian.” 1 p.m. Mason City Hall, 
Maple Room, 201 W. Ash St., Mason. cadl.org.

FestWINTER SSaattuurrddaayy,,
DDeecc..  1100
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
East Lansing Hannah  
Community Center

W I N T E R  F A R M E R S  M A R K E T
S’moresCraft Activities

ROYALE BATTLEFIELD NERF GAMES

Ice CarvingL I V E  E N T E RTA I N M E N T

P h o t o  B o o t hB o u n c e  H o u s e

Find out more at 
cityofeastlansing.com/winterfest.

Alton Brown Live
8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 3 

Cobb Great Hall, Wharton Center, 
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing

Food Network personality Alton 
Brown will take his “Alton Brown Live: 
Beyond the Eats — The Holiday Vari-
ant” tour to the Wharton Center on Sat-
urday evening.

According to the tour’s website, 
“Audiences can expect more cooking, 
more comedy, more music and more 
potentially dangerous science stuff with 
a sprinkle of seasonal spices. Prepare for an evening unlike any other, and 
if Brown calls for volunteers…think twice.”

Brown has made a career from cooking and entertaining, hosting the 
Food Network’s “Cutthroat Kitchen;” Netflix’s “Iron Chef” reboot, “Iron Chef: 
Quest for an Iron Legend” and serving as the culinary commentator on “Iron 
Chef America.” He is best known as the creator, writer and host of “Good 
Eats,” “Good Eats: Reloaded” and “Good Eats: The Return.”

Tickets start at $30 and can be purchased on the Wharton Center web-
site, at the Wharton Center box office or by calling 1-800-WHARTON. There 
is also a VIP package for $140, which includes a pre-show Q&A session and 
first access to tour merchandise.

Events
from page 26

See Events, Page 32
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Fiber Circle at Charlotte Community Library -
Social gathering for knitters, crocheters and 
stitchers of all ages and skill levels. 6 p.m. 226 S. 
Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-8859. charlotteli-
brary.org.

Finance Committee – 6 p.m. Laingsburg City Hall, 
114 Woodhull St., Laingsburg. laingsburg.us.

Holiday Busy Boxes - Pick up one of our take-
home holiday craft kits! 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Charlotte 
Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Char-
lotte. 517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

Meaningful Mondays – Gather to nourish our 
spiritual selves as we send out love and prayers 
to the world. 8-9 p.m. Zoom meeting: 838 6857 
0593. Password: 182016. 517-641-6201.

“Mirari, the Way of the Marys” with Lucille 
Olson - Group discussion of the ideas of the 
book. 1:30 p.m. Unity Spiritual Center of Lansing, 
2395 Washington Road, Lansing. 517-371-3010. 
unitylansing.org.

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array of 
Artistic Techniques and Images - “Dreaming 
Between the Lines.” 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples 
Church of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand River Ave., 
East Lansing. 517-332-5073. thepeopleschurch.
com.  

Perler Bead Workshop – Registration req. 6 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jeffer-
son St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org. 

Tuesday, Nov. 6
Board Game Meet Up - Ages 18 and up. 6:30-10:30 
p.m. Spare Time Bowling Alley, 3101 E. Grand 
River Ave., Lansing.

Career Night Open House – 5 p.m. EXIT Realty 
At Home, 1427 W. Saginaw St., Suite 110, East 
Lansing. 517-489-2550. Exitrealtyathome.com.

Free Tutoring for Youth 12-18 - Registration not 
necessary but preferred. Ever After Opportuni-
ties, Lansing Mall, 5330 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing.

Improv Showcase – 6 p.m. LCC Black Box The-
atre, 411 N. Grand Ave., Lansing. 517-483-1122. lcc.
edu/showinfo.

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array of 
Artistic Techniques and Images - “Dreaming 
Between the Lines.” 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples 
Church of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand River Ave., 
East Lansing. 517-332-5073. thepeopleschurch.
com.  

Planning Commission Meeting – 7 p.m. City Hall, 
310 Greenwood St., Grand Ledge. cityofgran-
dledge.com.

Preschool Family Storytime - Stories and litera-
cy-enhancing activities for ages 1-6. 11 a.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org. 

Preteen Reads Book Club – Registration req. 6 
p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. Bost-
wick St., Charlotte. 517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.
org.

Story Hour at Charlotte Community Library - 
Adults drop off preschool-aged kids and stay in 
the library while the kids enjoy stories, songs and 
crafts. Registration req. 10 a.m. 226 S. Bostwick 
St., Charlotte. 517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

V I R I D I S & Campus Choir – 7:30 p.m. Fairchild 
Theatre, 542 Auditorium Road, East Lansing. 
music.msu.edu.

Wednesday, Dec. 7
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group exercises at Meridian 
Township Central Park Pavilion (Old Farmers 
Market) 9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. 517-
853-4600. meridian50plus.com. 

It’s Elementary! - Discover science in the world 
around you with experiments, crafts, activities, 
and more. Registration req. 2:45 p.m. Charlotte 
Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Char-
lotte. 517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

LBCA Meeting – 7:30 a.m. Pine Hills Golf Course, 
6603 Woodbury Road, Laingsburg.

LCC Jazz Band – 7 p.m. Everett High School, 3900 
Stabler St., Lansing. lcc.edu.

Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh tradition - All 
are welcome to join our weekly practice! 7-9 p.m. 
Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK Jr Blvd., Lansing. 
lamc.info.  

Michigan Young Birders Network Virtual Meeting
- 7 p.m. Meeting ID: 946 4329 0865. Passcode: 
Chickadee.

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array of 
Artistic Techniques and Images - “Dreaming 
Between the Lines.” 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples 
Church of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand River Ave., 
East Lansing. 517-332-5073. thepeopleschurch.
com.  

Night of a Thousand Donuts - Enjoy free coffee 
and donuts while supplies last! 8 p.m. MSU Main 
Library, 366 W. Circle Dr, East Lansing, and Gast 

Business Library, 648 N. Shaw Lane #50, East 
Lansing. lib.msu.edu.

Read Across Time Book Group - “Doctor Shivago” 
by Boris Pasternak (1950s). 11 a.m. Mark’s Place, 
238 E. Main St., Eaton Rapids. 

Tenille Arts, Matt Stell & Dillon Carmichael – 7 
p.m. Lansing Brewing Co., 518 E. Shiawassee St., 
Lansing. (517) 371-2600. lansingbrewingcompany.
com.

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & 
Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Thursday, Dec. 8
“A Course in Miracles,” a Group Discussion on 
ZOOM – 7 p.m. Meeting ID: 177 417 886 Passcode: 
601744. unitylansing.org.

A Very Williamston Christmas - Hot cocoa, light 
parades and romance factor large in this parody 
of everyone’s guilty pleasure: the holiday movie. 
8 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., 
Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Design a Laser Cut Trinket – 3-5 p.m. MSU Make-
Central Makerspace, Main Library, 366 W. Circle 

Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-0901. lib.msu.edu.

Frog and Toad – 7 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 
Museum Drive, Lansing. riverwalktheatre.com.

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - Join other 
adult women for fun, exercise, friendship and 
skating practice. 9:30-11:20 a.m. Suburban Ice, 
2810 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. ladiessilver-
blades.org.

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array of 
Artistic Techniques and Images - “Dreaming 
Between the Lines.” 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The Peoples 
Church of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand River Ave., 
East Lansing. 517-332-5073. thepeopleschurch.
com.   

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some fellow 
stitching witches! 5-8 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 
809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-974-5540. 
manifestlansing.com.  

Therapy Dogs – 3 p.m. MSU Main Library South 
Lobby, 366 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-
0901. lib.msu.edu.

U-Night Presents House N’Bass – Ages 18+. Doors 
8 p.m., show 9 p.m.-2 a.m. The Junction, 410 S. 
Clippert St., East Lansing. thejunctionmichigan.
com.

Events
from page 31

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 28

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 28

Sushi Night with chef Stuart 
Christoff

6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 1
UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing

517-331-8440
urbanbeatevents.com

UrbanBeat is hosting a create-your-own sushi 
event on Thursday night, the kick-off of a new 
monthly culinary experience featuring celebrity 
chef Stuart Christoff and mixologist Andrea Vale-
rio.

Tickets are $85 and include a craft cocktail by 
Valerio, passed appetizers, two hot and cold Jap-

anese-inspired charcuterie displays and pre-made sushi. Participants will 
hear a presentation by Christoff on sushi origin and etiquette, as well as 
a demonstration on choosing ingredients and cooking, cutting and rolling 
techniques before rolling their own sushi.

Live music from Clique Vocals will cap the evening. Dan and Kelly will 
perform classic jazz ballads of the 1920s-50s, plus a mix of pop and con-
temporary.

Christoff, a Grand Rapids native now based 
in Lansing, is best known for his Asian culinary 
influence. The chef started out at Maru Sushi 
in Grand Rapids and has experience cooking 
at restaurants in Bangkok. He served as the 
executive chef for Hong Kong Academy Inter-
national School in Hong Kong until 2020.

2417 E. Kalamazoo
Lansing, MI 48912

(517) 993-5988
www.eastsidefishfry.com

Locally Owned and Operated 
Since 2012

Featured 
on:

BUY ANY
DINNER

GET 2ND

DINNER
50% OFF
One per customer

Expires 12/31/2022

Try ourTry our
Fish, Burgers & SteakFish, Burgers & Steak
Fresh off the Grill!Fresh off the Grill!
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By ARI LEVAUX
I met the Wild Ricer behind a ski lodge 

in the mountains above Lake Tahoe. We 
were both attending a writing workshop, 
and we took turns reading our work to 
each other.

My project was a passionate essay 
about the evils of Christmas tree farms 
that I’m embarrassed to even remember. 
The Wild Ricer, a rugged hunting guide 
from northern Wisconsin named Nick 
Vander Puy, introduced me to the verb 
“ricing” as he read an unforgettable piece 
about an Ojibwe elder on a lake in north-
ern Minnesota.

Wild rice isn’t literally rice, but rather 
the grain of a large, aquatic grass native 
to the northern parts of Minnesota and 
Wisconsin and a similar-sized region 
across the border with Canada. Other 
than being a type of grain and elongated 
in shape, wild rice doesn’t resemble the 
soft, starchy grains after which it’s named. 
It’s a rugged food, more interesting than 
its domesticated counterpart, with a nut-
ty, tea-like flavor and a texture that pushes 
back when you chew.

After the workshop, wild rice became 
a window into wild foods in general. Vi-
cariously, I joined the rice hunters in their 
efforts when I ate it.

Most of the wild rice for sale is actually 
cultivated in California. This has created 
a divide within the wild rice community. 
Vander Puy, not surprisingly, sides pas-
sionately with the wild side. He says the 
paddy-grown stuff isn’t comparable to 
hand-gathered wild rice and laments that 
the abundance of relatively inexpensive, 
cultivated rice hurts the market for tru-

ly wild rice. This is more than enough to 
convince me to order mine from Mid-
western ricers, despite the higher price 
tag.

When making any wild rice-based dish, 
the rice itself must first be prepared. It 
is typically cooked until soft, but one of 
Nick’s more recent pieces inspired me to 
try a different method. In the story, an 
Ojibwe elder tells Nick about a rice camp 
he visited when he was a child.

“A lot of times, you’d think we’d be just 
out there getting rice. But my mother also 
liked the bass fishes that live in the rice. So, 
I had to go out there half the day catching 
a whole stringer load of smallmouth bass 
on spinners and a rubber worm. We’d 
have fish that night, and the next day we’d 
have rice in the morning because we’d put 
it in water and it would puff up all night, 
and we’d eat it.”

Hand-gathered wild rice softens much 
more quickly than paddy-grown, which 
may need closer to a full day before it’s soft 
enough to chew.  However long it takes, 
soaking wild rice is worth it. The flavor 
is more subtle than it is when cooked.  
Chased with sips of the earthy, fragrant 
soaking water, a bowl of soaked wild rice 
is about as close as you can come to slurp-
ing down a pristine lake in the middle of 
the forest.
Cooking Wild Rice

Cook time for wild rice varies depend-
ing on its provenance, with hand-gath-
ered wild rice cooking much more quickly. 
It can be cooked on a stovetop or baked. 
Soaking it first can significantly reduce 
the cooking time.

Add a cup of wild rice to a pot with a 

tight-fitting lid, along with two cups of 
water or stock, and simmer over medium 
heat on the stovetop or bake at 350. After 
about 45 minutes, check on it. If the liquid 
is nearly gone and the rice remains hard, 
add more liquid. Keep checking, adding 
more liquid if and when necessary, until 
the grains split, curl and bloom like tiny 
brown and white flowers.

For years, my go-to wild rice dish in-
volved little more than a clove of garlic, 
pressed and stirred into the hot rice, fol-
lowed by a tablespoon each of sesame oil 
and soy sauce. I would stir it around and 
let the garlic cook and serve with chopped 
scallions. For such a simple dish, it’s pro-
foundly satisfying and was the first thing 
my wife wanted to eat when she became 
a mother.

When I have wild mushrooms on-
hand, I prepare a wild rice dish that I 
learned while camping with a team of 
morel mushroom pickers along Mon-
tana’s Blackfoot River. Combining wild 
foods like this, with pinches of smoke, dirt 
and pine needles, makes for a delicious 
dish that hits the spot on so many levels.
Morel Camp Wild Rice

This one-pot meal is equally delicious 
when prepared on the campfire, the stove-
top or in the oven.

1 cup cooked wild rice
2 cups mushrooms (a mix of different 
varieties is ideal)

3 tablespoons butter
1 tablespoon olive oil
3 cloves garlic, smashed
¼ cup pine nuts
½ cup grated parmesan or romano 
cheese
½ lemon
½ cup pomegranate seeds
In a large skillet or wok, combine the 

butter and olive oil on medium heat. Add 
pine nuts and the mashed garlic. Toss the 
nuts just until they start to brown. Don’t 
over-brown.

Add the mushrooms and stir/toss them 
around. Season with 1/4 teaspoon of fresh 
ground pepper and a kiss of salt.

When the fungus starts to brown, toss 
in the cooked rice. Stir it around and add 
the cheese. Give it a squeeze of lemon and 
taste, adding more to taste if necessary.

Transfer the fragrant mixture onto a 
large plate and garnish with pomegranate 
seeds.
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

Take some rice on the wild side

Photo by Ari Levaux

Wild rice with mixed mushrooms and 
pomegranate seeds, a one-pot meal 
that’s as unique as it is delicious.

Home of the
World Famous Sizzler

$5 OFF
Second Entree
of equal 
or lesser value

Buy one entree Get

Valid Monday-Thursday Only.
Dine-In Only. Valid with coupon Only. Void if 
reproduced. Not valid with any other offers or 
discounts. Expires 12/31/2022.

5000 N. Grand River
(517) 321-3852

Welcome Back to The Airport Tavern!Welcome Back to The Airport Tavern!

Thank you for voting 
us #1 in PRIME RIB!

2022

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo 
St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food 
Network’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style 
classics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. 
We’ve got the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, 
exotic fare, like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. 

Meat Southern 
BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, 
sides including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 
18 rotating taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft 
cocktails. We cater, too!
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By LIZY FERGUSON
Born in the Vietnamese province of 

Binh Duong, just north of Ho Chi Minh 
City, Capital City BBQ owner Linh Lee 
was raised by her grandmother, Doan. 
Apart from parenting her, Doan also 
served as Lee’s culinary inspiration.

“She taught me that if you cook with 
no passion, your food is nothing,” Lee 
said.

If you’ve ever eaten at her restaurant, 
you know that Lee took this lesson to 
heart. And that may be the secret ingredi-
ent that has inspired a faithful following.

But now, the 7-year-old westside Lan-
sing restaurant that fuses barbeque and 
Vietnamese cuisine is in danger of clos-
ing amid mounting financial struggles.

Lee’s money troubles began in late 
2019 with the financially abusive actions 
of a jilted ex, followed closely by the gut 
punch of COVID-19. She received PPP 
loans, but it wasn’t enough to ameliorate 
all of the hurdles the business was facing. 
Inflation, with its attendant soaring food 
and labor costs, has in many ways felt 
like a third strike to Lee.

“I had to empty my savings to cover 
things, and my kids have emptied their sav-

ings as well. I feel so ashamed as a mother. 
I feel like I’ve failed the community.”

At the age of 16, Lee arrived at the 
Lansing airport in the middle of winter 
wearing shorts and sandals. With the 
help of a sponsor, Lee learned to drive 
and speak English and made a life for 
herself, raising four children. In 2008, 
she assumed ownership of a Boost Mo-
bile cell phone store at the corner of N. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard and 
W. Saginaw Street.

The potency of her memories, though, 
cooking alongside her grandmother for 
their family, never dimmed. After a 2011 
electrical fire left her facing already ex-
pensive repairs, Lee decided to accom-
plish her dreams and began the long, 
difficult process of putting a full kitch-
en into the space. In 2015, Capital City 
BBQ was born, known for some time as 
“the place with the amazing food inside a 
phone store.”

While the inspiration for the Viet-
namese side of the restaurant’s menu 
is easy enough to understand, Lee also 
attributes CCBBQ’s eponymous cuisine 
to her heritage; her biological father, an 
American soldier, was from Texas. In de-

veloping her menu, Lee tried out close 
to 50 different recipes for her barbecue 
sauce before arriving at the winner: a 
delectable, bourbon-inflected sauce lav-
ished upon everything from brisket to 
smoked salmon. Whether you want a 
steaming bowl of Lansing’s best pho or 
a full rack of ribs, a side of homemade 
mac and cheese or a slice of heaven-sent 
cheesecake, Lee takes catering to crav-
ings seriously. Another Grandma Doan 
adage: “When you become a chef, you’re 
married to the whole town.”

Given Guy Fieri’s stamp of approval 
on a 2017 episode of “Diners, Drive-ins 
and Dives,” Lee has consistently captured 
the hearts, palates and bellies of Lansing 
with the help of her team. Apart from the 
support of her actual family, her small 
and loyal staff often includes at least one 
teenager who has inherited the job from 
an older sibling, and who will in turn 
pass it down to the next brother or sis-
ter in line when it’s time to move on. Lee 
sees these kids as her own, the value she 
places on family and community being 
the bedrock of her business. 

“I tell them, if I make only one dollar, 
I’m sharing it with them,” she said.

Having focused from the beginning on 
fostering conversation and connection 
with her customers, Lee reached out via 
CCBBQ’s Facebook page the week before 
Thanksgiving to offer her gratitude, but 
also to let her fans know she is flounder-
ing. “With the financial hardship we are 
currently facing now, if we cannot make 
it through the holidays, the business will 
be placed on the market for sale next 
year,” Lee wrote. An outpouring of love 
from the community followed, with Lee 

seeing an immediate uptick in business 
and receiving gracious gestures of sup-
port from fellow business owners, in-
cluding the restaurant’s “BBQ brother,” 
Saddleback. Still, it will take more than 
short-term signal boosting to keep the 
business afloat. 

Lee’s story proves she’s a fighter and a 
survivor but also shows that this strength 
doesn’t just develop and sustain itself in 
a vacuum. The trajectory of her story has 
been moved forward, chapter to chapter, 
by a cast of supporting players. Like her 
grandmother, like her sponsor, like her 
children helping her cook, clean and pay 
bills, Lee needs a hand turning the next 
page — one in which, hopefully, her only 
worry will be nailing Doan’s fried pork 
dish, the perfect execution of which has 
always eluded her. So far. 

Capital City BBQ is fighting for its future

Lizy Ferguson

Linh Lee struggled to turn a phone store 
into the popular Capital City BBQ, which 
is working hard to stay afloat after a 
series of financial complications.

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best Tacos Best Tacos 
Best Caterer /  Best Caterer /  
Catering ServiceCatering Service2022

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE INFOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5SUNDAY NOON TO 5
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When our family moved to the 
Lansing area in 1979 we had 
one goal - to offer the biggest, 
freshest, and most authentic 
New Jersey style sub possible. 
Our great taste and reasonable 
prices earned us loyal 
customers all across the state 
of Michigan.

Four decades later, we're still 
making Lansing's #1 sub sandwich 
and our family still holds true to 
the same values. Whether you 
need a quick lunch for two or 
catering for two hundred, the 
Slocum family will be proud to 
serve you this holiday season. 

www.jgsubs.com

Born in New Jersey - Made in Michigan.
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15% O�
All Med

Carts & Concentrates 

Other

Flower

All Stores 11/28 through 12/4

Live Cannabis Plant (Clone) 
3 Strains Available3/$100 Frandor Only - Limited 3 per person3/$100

B3G3 Free
Pro Gro 1g
Pre-Rolls

$15.00
Element Premium
1g Infused Pre-Rolls
(MONDAY ONLY)

$15.00
Element Premium
1g Infused Pre-Rolls
(MONDAY ONLY)

$55.99
1oz Pre-Packed
Flower (MONDAY ONLY)

$25.00
15+ Pro Gro Strains 
Pre-Packed Eighths(MONDAY ONLY)

13/$100
Northcoast Extracts
1g Carts (Non-Tiered)
(Non-Tiered)

$20.00
Noble Road 1g 
Solventless
Concentrates

$20.00
Noble Road 1g 
Solventless
Noble Road 1g 
Solventless
Noble Road 1g 

Concentrates

6/$100
Element Premium 
Live Resin .5g Carts

5/$100
Element Premium 
Live Resin 1g 
Concentrates

$25ea
Kushy Punch 1.5g 
Disposable Carts

BOGO Free
All Stiiizy
Vape Cartridges

BOGO Free
All Stiiizy
Vape Cartridges

Element Premium 

$1.50ea
CYP Brand
Products
(White Sugar, Hot Chocolate 
Mix & Organic Cane Sugar)

$1.50ea
CYP Brand
Products
(White Sugar, Hot Chocolate 
Mix & Organic Cane Sugar)

$2.50
Cannabee 5x10 
Gummies

$2.50
Cannabee 5x10 
Gummies

3/$30
Northern Lights 
Chocolate Bars
100mg

3/$30
Northern Lights 
Chocolate Bars
100mg

BOGO Free
PTS Tonic Infused
Drinks

B2GO Free
Afternoon Delites
10x10 Gummies
(Hash Rosin Excluded)

B2GO Free
Afternoon Delites
10x10 Gummies
(Hash Rosin Excluded)

Now O�ering Delivery to the Lansing Area!
Free for Orders Over $75

AWARD WINNING CANNABIS

THANK YOU AGAIN
FOR TOP OF TOWN 2022!

- Best Hybrid: Moonbow
- Best Indica: Rainbow Belts
- Best CBD Boutique

202

pureoptions.com

FOR REGISTERED QUALIFYING PATIENTS ONLY OR FOR USE BY INDIVIDUALS 21 YEARS OF AGE OR 
OLDER FOR ADULT USE. KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN. IT IS ILLEGAL TO DRIVE A MOTOR VEHICLE 
WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF MARIJUANA. ACTUAL VALUE OF THC AND CBD MAY VARY FROM 
REPORTED VALUE BY 10%. 
NATIONAL POISON CONTROL CENTER 1-800-222-1222

Warning: Use by pregnant or breastfeeding women, or by women 
planning to become pregnant, may result in fetal injury, pre-term 
birth, low birth weight, or developmental problems for the child.


