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307 E. Cesar E. Chavez Ave
Lansing

(517) 482-8845
www.absolutegallery.net

@AbsoluteGallery

Give from the Heart
We carry Michigan’s OwnFine Art from local and 

national artists!

Whimsical handpainted items to 
brighten someone’s day!

Mackinac Bridge 
grates directly 
from the 
Mackinac Bridge 
Authority. 

Jewelry sets and 
stand alone 
pieces that 
dazzle!
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HOLIDAY HOLIDAY 
SPECIALSSPECIALS

… and so much more!… and so much more!

Shop Monday-Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sunday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Once you add any of Once you add any of 
these festive items, these festive items, 

you’ll feel the warmth of holi-you’ll feel the warmth of holi-
day cheer.day cheer.

Gifts for all!Gifts for all!
Lots of Michigan Lots of Michigan 
made products made products 

availableavailable

1434 E. Jolly Road | Lansing 
517-882-3115 | lansinggardensllc.com

Find us on 
Facebook!

Excludes Floral Shop

1010%% off off
Everything

Delivery Not Included, Must 
Present Coupon

WreathsWreaths
Grave BlanketsGrave Blankets

Kissing BallsKissing Balls

Stop In to Order!Stop In to Order!
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Overdose deaths from opioids in Ing-
ham County appear to be declining to a 
pre-pandemic level.

Eighty-one people died from opioid 
overdoses through November of this 
year, the Ingham County Health De-
partment reports.

Ingham County saw 81 to 88 deaths 
from opioid overdoses per year from 
2016 through 2019. In 2020 and 2021, 
opioid deaths were 117 and 125, respec-
tively. Non-opioid drug deaths stood at 
14 through November, compared to 23 
for all of last year. 

Ingham County Health Officer Linda 
Vail said the decrease in deaths may be 
the result of individuals having more 
access to support in recovery as well as 
treatment options than when the state 
was shuttered to lessen the spread of 
COVID-19.

“It’s not that those options weren’t avail-
able, but there were barriers to accessing 
them,” she said. “I know a lot of groups 
moved to an online format, like Zoom, for 
peer support. But that’s just not the same 
as face-to-face peer support.”

With another respiratory pandem-
ic possible, Vail acknowledged that 
overcoming the identified barriers that 
arose from COVID and impacted per-
sons with substance use disorder would 
remain difficult. 

The administration of naloxone by 
the Lansing Fire Department — the 
only local agency to report on its emer-
gency use in Ingham County — also in-
creased through the pandemic. In 2019, 
before COVID arrived in the state, nal-
oxone was administered 330 times. In 
2020, the number grew to 394, and in 
2021 it hit 433. 

Julia Miller of Punks Who Lunch, 
an eastside organization that works to 
reduce harm from drug use, said those 
numbers are a blurry “snapshot” of the 
use of naloxone, not only because only 
one municipality is reporting its use but 
also because many are revived with it by 
friends, reversals likely to go unreported 
in official data. 

“To get a more accurate account on 
overdoses, we’d have to take all the info 
into account, including stats from Rap-

id Response, EMTs and harm reduction 
facilities that track data,” Miller said. 
“Both deaths and non-fatal overdoses 
aren’t getting reported accurately, and 
the public isn’t aware.” 

Miller said her organization distrib-
utes about 150 boxes of naloxone a week 
through its offices, a self-serve box and 
through street outreach. That’s during 
the warmer months.

“I expect in the winter time our num-
bers will drop somewhat due to less 
people coming out during cold weather,” 
Miller said. “We plan to address this by 
making ourselves more accessible and 
increasing our mobile unit/street out-
reach efforts.”

Miller said that keeping tabs on how 
many people are saved by the drug and 
how many people die of an overdose is 
not just up to public health and law en-
forcement. 

“It’s up to the public to be open and 
honest about it,” she said.

Punks Who Lunch also provides sy-
ringe exchange services, taking about 
500 used needles every week. That 
doesn’t surprise Vail, who said there are 
likely still thousands more on the streets, 
but it’s an important step forward. 

While needle exchanges have been 
criticized as “enabling” injection drug 
abuse, studies have found the programs 
reduce injection site infections, trans-
mission of HIV and hepatitis and open 
a doorway to a potential recovery path. 
Miller and her volunteers spend time 
checking in with their clients on where 
their life is at. They also have conversa-
tions about how recovery is not neces-
sarily always abstinence. 

“Recovery can look different for dif-
ferent people,” Miller said.

While the bureaucracy tries to address 
barriers, Miller said it is important for 
families of people who have died of an 
overdose to be transparent about the 
cause of death. The stigma and shame 
of someone dying as a result of an over-
dose and struggling with a substance 
use disorder is often an issue family and 
friends obscure when a person dies, she 
said. 

“So many people lose a loved one and 

don’t mention what the cause of death 
was. Silence equals death,” Miller said. 
“When people aren’t aware of how 
their friends, family members or even a 
stranger passed, it’s asking for it to hap-
pen to someone else.”

Another issue is the lag time in find-
ing out about an opioid death.

For example, as voters were hitting 
the polls Nov. 8, the staff, volunteers and 
residents of New Hope Shelter on Larch 
Street struggled to revive a 29-year-old 
resident from an overdose. The fast-act-
ing opioid antagonist naloxone was ad-
ministered. He was revived and rushed 
to Sparrow Hospital.

Later that day, he was released from 
the hospital and returned to the shelter. 
There, he overdosed again. This time, 
naloxone didn’t work and he died. Lan-
sing Police have not released the man’s 
name.

Vail said she was unaware of the over-
dose death until contacted by City Pulse. 

The reason? Unlike other conditions, 
opioid or suspected opioid overdose 
deaths are not reported to the health 
officer. The county relies on data ob-
tained from the medical examiner’s 
office. That causes county records on 
opioid-related deaths to lag weeks or 
months behind what is actually hap-
pening on the street. 

“There is not a method for reporting 
of overdose deaths within 24 hours of 
the death, as identifying a cause of death 
is a complex science,” Michigan Depart-

ment for Health and Human Services 
spokesperson Lynn Sutfin wrote in an 
email. “Although there is value in ex-
ploring efforts to expedite the reporting 
of overdose deaths, the data reported 
needs to be accurate to be actionable. 
Ingham County, among others, partic-
ipates in Swift Toxicology of Overdose 
Related Mortalities (STORM), which is 
a rapid toxicology testing program that 
operates out of Stryker School of Medi-
cine, housed in Western Michigan Uni-
versity.”

STORM results are returned in about 
a week. It is a much broader toxicology 
test than would be done by a medical 
examiner, but Vail said the results can 
be limited. 

“You may have someone who had a 
positive for cannabinoids, fentanyl and 
meth,” she said. “But there’s no way to 
determine if that is an accidental opioid 
use or if it is indicative of polydrug use, 
which is also not uncommon.”

In the last year, the STORM system 
has begun to identify xylazine in sam-
ples. It’s a potent animal sedative not 
approved for human use. 

Vail said that in the last year, between 
one and seven samples per month from 
the county tested positive for xylazine. 
Metro Detroit and Grand Rapids are 
also seeing an increased trend in xyla-
zine contamination in samples. The 
STORM system has been identifying 
this trend, Vail said. 

— TODD HEYWOOD

Local opioid overdose deaths trending down since pandemic

Year Opioids Other 
Drugs

Total

2016 88 15 103

2017 81 27 108

2018 84 17 101

2019 89 22 111

2020 117 18 135

2021 125 23 148

Total 584 122 706

DRUG OVERDOSE DEATHS IN INGHAM COUNTY

Source: Ingham County Annual Opioid Sur-
veillance Report
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COURAGE, PASS IT ON

Best Salon and Jenna Lu 
Best Stylist

Also for placing in Most 
Trustworthy Business!!

Thank you  
for Voting Us Number One 

in Top of the Town!!!

Capellini Salon

Proud owner
Amy Dawson

Call 517-575-0592 to book your appointment
Capellini Guests are the BEST !

Follow us on Facebook at Capellini Salon, Okemos
Instagram @capellinisalon

The last Eye for Design (below) 
was not identified by our readers. 
The detail — a curved panel of win-
dows extruding from a brick wall — 
belongs to the old C.W. Otto Middle 
School on Old U.S. 27. The campus 
buildings feature brick and lime-
stone details and pleasant symme-
try. Suffering years of neglect and 
vandalism, optimism for the school’s 
future increased following its sale to 
a nonprofit organization last year. 
The building is being renovated into 
a full-service community center. 

The Eye for Design for this week 
(above) is a good example of the pow-
er of second chances. If you know 
which building it is, send an email 
to knarianj@mail.lcc.edu and you 
could win an Eye for Design mug!

— JAMES KNARIAN
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

BY NICOLE NOECHEL

Bishop David W. 
Maxwell, former 
director of the Of-
fice of Faith-Based 
Initiatives for the 
city of Lansing and 
pastor at Eliezer 
Temple Church in 
south Lansing, died 
Thursday at 66. 
Maxwell, who retired 

as director in August after 17 years, was 
instrumental in creating a response to 
the neo-Nazi National Socialist Move-
ment’s 2006 rally at the State Capitol. 
He also advised former Flint Mayor Kar-
en Weaver on responding to the city’s wa-
ter crisis. A “celebration of life” is set for 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. Thursday at Eliezer Tem-
ple, followed by a “homegoing celebra-
tion” at 10 a.m. Friday at Mount Hope 
Church on Creyts Road.

Michigan State University Trustee 
Pat O’Keefe resigned Wednesday, 

citing transparency issues. “Knowing 
the institution’s history,” he wrote Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer, “I can no longer 
serve on a Board that purports to pro-
mote cultural change yet struggles itself 
to be transparent.” He cited as a serious 
concern the forced resignation of San-
jay Gupta, the former dean of the MSU 
Broad College of Business who alleged-
ly failed to report an incident of alleged 
sexual misconduct by an MSU business 
school staff member. O’Keefe and other 
board members pushed to investigate 
Gupta’s resignation and the university’s 
handling of Title IX reports, which led 
to numerous votes of no confidence from 
faculty and student groups. 

Lansing Township is taking steps 
toward avoiding bankruptcy. Its 
trustees were scheduled to vote Tues-
day night on a 
financial-sol-
vency proposal 
that includes a 
new tax-shar-
ing plan with 
Ingham County. Also, the township 
anticipates reaching a deal with the 
successors of Heights developer Mike 
Eyde, who are owed $2.5 million. Mean-
while, Treasurer Kathy Rogers said the 
township has repaid $3 million in over-
charged taxes to Eastwood Towne Center 
tenants. For more on the story, see www.
lansingcitypulse.com.  

Facing controversy, Lansing’s  
Board of Education reversed itself 
and voted 6-1 to approve J-Dubbs as 
J.W. Sexton High School’s new mas-
cot, named for the late educator Jay 
Wesley Sexton. Out of four choices, 

J-Dubbs won the school’s student mas-
cot poll with 29.7% of the vote, but the 
school board first picked the Scorpions. 
The district hopes to have a new logo se-
lected by spring and fully roll out the new 
mascot and logo by the 2023-‘24 school 
year. J-Dubbs replaces Big Reds.6 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • March 23, 2022

Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.
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Breathing easier
The Lansing Board of Water & Light has made significant progress toward car-

bon neutrality by retiring its last coal-fired power plant. That’s good news for the 
area and the planet. Replacing coal with natural gas significantly reduces carbon 
emissions while en-
suring power reliabil-
ity throughout BWL’s 
service area. 

While environ-
mental advocates are 
encouraged by the 
progress toward car-
bon neutrality, they 
prefer a more ag-
gressive effort toward 
green power gener-
ation rather than a 
focus on carbon neutrality. Certainly, the relentless efforts on their part encouraged 
a formerly reluctant BWL to rely more on gas than coal. More important to them is 
beefing up efforts to encourage renewable energy. The advocates are concerned that 
a “carbon neutral” goal may diminish efforts toward a green energy goal. They see 
gas plants as an interim, not a final solution. 

Beyond eliminating reliance on coal (with the exception of purchasing power 
from DTE’s Belle River coal-fired plant), BWL issued an All-Sources Request for 
Proposal to encourage energy solutions that include solar, wind and hydro, bat-
tery storage, thermal generations and efficiency programs. This demonstrates new 
openness to a variety of solutions to critical energy issues. 

Our community is all the better for singularly focused environmental advocates 
working with BWL leadership that listens and moves toward an approach that will 
reduce but not eliminate the use of fossil fuels. Dick Peffley, BWL’s general manager, 
is leading a company that must consider energy dependability alongside environ-
mental needs, balancing present needs against a precarious future. It’s not an easy 
needle to thread. We can all breathe a little better because BWL is no longer using 
coal and looking for green solutions. It’s a step in the right direction.  

A legacy of service
The unexpected passing of David Maxwell, the longtime, recently retired direc-

tor of Lansing’s Office of Community and Faith-based Initiatives and pastor of 
Eliezer Temple Church, leaves a painful chasm in the hearts of those whose lives 
he touched through his life and his example. In the days following his death last 
week, Maxwell’s friends and colleagues remembered a man whose calling to public 
service manifested the same passion and commitment he gave to his pastoral ser-
vice. Although he was known as “Bishop” to most, earlier this year he was elevated 

to an Apostle in his church. We can understand why. This we know: Maxwell was 
indeed an apostle, a leader who sought common ground and built bridges to mu-
tual understanding. He was a missionary for a better world who acted with moral 
purpose and deep compassion for his fellow humans. Blessed with a keen intellect 
and a silver tongue, Maxwell used his gifts to advocate for a more just and equitable 
society in the tradition of Black minister-leaders like King, X and Farrakhan. A 
trusted adviser to Mayor Andy Schor and former Mayor Virg Bernero, Maxwell was 
also a friend and confidant of national civil rights leaders John Lewis, Jesse Jackson 
and Al Sharpton. He earned an invitation to The White House for his work to lift 
up the life prospects of young Black men. He moved in the nation’s halls of power 
as easily as he ministered to the poor and homeless. State Senator-elect Sarah An-
thony lamented Maxwell’s loss and noted that a new generation of faith leaders will 
rise up to carry the mantle of community leadership in Lansing. We think they will 
do well to emulate the example set by David Maxwell.

Lower education
From its founding as a pioneering land-grant institution, Michigan State Uni-

versity was designated as higher education for the public good. Teaching, research 
and service have brought MSU national and international acclaim with agricultural 
patents, technological innovations, scholarly faculty, MSU Extension and  distin-
guished alumni contributing to a strong and productive reputation.

Yet, it’s becoming harder to see the good that the university produces after an 
almost decade-long era of controversy. Far too often, the Spartan logo has been 
splashed on global newscasts alongside headlines of sexual misconduct, coverup 
or violent acts. The school on the banks of the Red Cedar is becoming known to all 
for many of the wrong reasons. Still more, the revolving door of leadership has stu-
dents, faculty, staff, alumni and the community at-large bewildered. The president’s 
seat has been occupied by four leaders since Lou Anna K. Simon’s unceremoni-
ous exit in 2018; couple this disarray with recent turnover on the board, including 

former Trustee Pat O’Keefe’s resignation 
in late November, and only discord and 
distrust remain. MSU adopted a strate-
gic plan in September 2021, but you’d be 
hard-pressed to find a member of the cam-
pus community who could recall its goals, 

which are continually overshadowed by these changes and calamities. MSU is criti-
cal to the viability of the capital region and the state; we cannot continue languish-
ing in flux and upheaval.

If there is a hopeful sign, it is the appointment of Provost Teresa Woodruff as 
interim president. Woodruff promotes culture, communication and community 
as her mantra for creating stability on campus. We need today’s university leader-
ship to put petty disagreements and personal agendas aside, steady the ship with a 
steadfast administration and achieve its mission by centering on what’s good for 
the people of Michigan. 

Have something to say about a local issue or            
an item that appeared in our pages? 
Now you have two ways to sound off:

   Write a letter to the editor.
• E-mail: letters@ lansingcitypulse.com  
• Snail mail: City Pulse, 1905 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48912  
• Fax: (517) 371-5800  
• At lansingcitypulse.com

    Write a guest column. 
Contact Berl Schwartz for more information: publisher@
lansingcitypulse.com or (517) 999-5061. (Please include your name, 
address and telephone number so we can reach you. Keep letters 
to 250 words or fewer. City Pulse reserves the right to edit letters 
and columns.)
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Lansing Board of Water & Light 
general manager Dick Peffley is start-
ing to have some real problems on his 
hands, even though he refuses to look 
down and acknowledge that he’s still 
holding them.

State environmental records 
released in January revealed that 
Peffley has known for nearly two 
years about dangerous chemical 
contamination leaking from the large 
toxic coal ash ponds that surround 
the Erickson Power Station in Delta 
Township — which for decades may 
have also poisoned nearby drinking 
water supplies feeding private wells 
and municipal systems.

High levels of lithium, boron, TDS 
and molybdenum have been leaching 
from the three ponds since 2020 and 
still neither BWL nor state regulators 
knows how long the problem has 
existed — though the plant, which is 
off Canal Road in Eaton County, has 
operated the ponds since 1974. 

When City Pulse broke that news, 
Peffley and his PR team quickly 
jumped into action — except the 
damage control wasn’t centered on 
assessing environmental and public 
health risks. Instead, it was about 
protecting BWL’s public image.

And that’s simply not the type 
of leadership we need at a publicly 
owned utility company. 

In a January op-ed, Peffley attacked 
City Pulse’s credibility for sounding 
the alarm about the potential for con-
taminated groundwater and drink-
ing water supplies — even outright 
denying that drinking water could 
be contaminated despite experts 
who have suggested otherwise. The 
experts similarly poured cold water 
on BWL’s latest contention that the 
pollution is occurring naturally 

Groundwater feeds drinking water 
supplies. At best, it was unclear then 
whether contaminated groundwater 
was reaching drinking water drawn 
by wells. Meanwhile, utility docu-
ments didn’t show any plans to test 
drinking water and BWL spokes-
woman Amy Adamy was too busy 

building a media firewall around 
Peffley and other top executives 
to answer our questions. She has 
learned well from longtime Lansing 
public relations practitioner Steve 
Serkaian, executive director of public 
affairs at BWL and a holdover from 
the Bernero days.

Instead of an interview, Peffley 
responded only in a polished op-ed 
in which he repeatedly questioned 
assessments from environmental ex-
perts and insisted that drinking water 
is safe and that BWL’s water supplies 
continue to “meet or exceed” all reg-
ulatory safety 
standards.

While tech-
nically true, 
his statements 
completely 
ignored the 
potential for contamination at dozens 
of private wells that provide drinking 
water for hundreds of people near 
Erickson. His statements also didn’t 
offer much acknowledgement that 
a problem even existed, much less 
explain why BWL officials seemed 
to have alerted nobody of the public 
health concerns.

About a month later, without hav-
ing directly addressed any problems, 
the PR campaign continued with the 
announcement that BWL had “proac-

tively” tested six drinking wells in the 
area. It was a sweetheart move for a 
utility company caught in the midst 
of a possible cover up.

Except, it wasn’t. BWL wasn’t pro-
actively doing anything.

The company, instead, had actually 
been ordered by state regulators to 
get a handle on the pollution situa-
tion. Moreover, those reactive results 
spelled out some really bad news: 

BWL only tested six wells. And all of 
them came back for potentially dan-
gerously high levels of boron.

That’s a six for six, Dick. 
Michigan doesn’t set health limits 

on boron in drinking water, though 
groundwater limits of 0.5 mg/L are 

in place. EPA 
also has an 
unenforceable 
“advisory” lim-
it of 6 mg/L 
for adults and 
3 mg/L for 

children. BWL’s well tests detected 
boron levels between 2.48 mg/L and 
4.17 mg/L.

Research shows that boron is 
harmful to plant life at lower levels. 
Boron has also been linked to devel-
opmental and reproductive toxici-
ty, low birth weight and shrunken 
testicles.

Peffley, apparently, hasn’t been 
drinking from those taps. His ballsy 
PR campaign only continues.

EPA documents showed that BWL 

claimed to be in compliance with 
federal coal ash rules, but experts said 
those rules were violated back in 2017 
when BWL failed to test for contam-
ination.

BWL has also repeatedly made 
claims about the investigation 
process that directly contradict 
statements from EGLE. In other in-
stances, Adamy and Peffley have only 
downplayed the issue.

Even BWL Board Chairman 
David Price — someone who should 
definitely be in the know — wasn’t 
informed of the contamination 
problems before January. He was 
told the ponds weren’t contaminating 
groundwater, which was also directly 
contradicted by regulatory docu-
ments.

And when presented with EGLE’s 
statements, Adamy has still insisted 
the agency is wrong.

Meanwhile, Peffley still claims to be 
“proactively” investigating the situa-
tion despite having known about the 
issue at the Erickson Power Station as 
early as April 2020, records showed.

While the state has ordered at least 
another 60 wells to be tested, BWL 
still doesn’t have a handle on the 
pollution plume’s size or location, 
how many drinking water wells are 
contaminated in the nearby vicinity 
or how long its neighbors have been 
sipping on and showering in boron 
water.

From Day One, BWL has not been 
forthcoming about this public health 
calamity — denying our reporters 
an opportunity to conduct basic 
interviews and then failing to answer 
several emailed questions. The latest 
PR tactic seems to be centered on 
simply ignoring City Pulse altogether 
and hoping the problem — or at least 
public awareness of the problem — 
just evaporates.

We’re reluctant to say this next 
statement given the inadequate lead-
ership also tied to his predecessor: 
But if Peffley and the rest of his team 
don’t start prioritizing public safety 
over their public image, then perhaps 
it’s time for him to seriously consider 
resigning from the post.

Maybe Peffley is the problem
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The Democratic National Committee 
finally stood up to the Iowa caucus fool-
ishness last week and stripped the state 
of its early presidential selection spot.

It’s about time. It’s too bad it took 
Iowa Democrats making a dog’s lunch 
out of their 2020 presidential process 
(are the results final yet?) before it hap-
pened. 

This horse-and-carriage relic of 
multi-hour browbeating and cajoling 
neighbors in hundreds 
of high school gyms 
should have ceased to 
be glamorized as Amer-
icana years ago. 

But it’s finally here. 
Thank God.

South Carolina, the 
state that propelled Pres-
ident Joe Biden to the ‘20 
nomination, will become 
the Democrats’ first primary selection 
state on Feb. 3, 2024. New Hampshire 
and Nevada (which ended their caucus-
es last year) will hold their primaries on 
Feb. 6. Georgia will go on Feb. 13.

Then, here comes Michigan. The re-
maining presidential candidates will 
have two uninterrupted weeks to make 
their case to Michiganders before our 
Feb. 27 primary.

For those still in the race, Michigan 
will be the last stand before Super Tues-
day.

The setup doesn’t mean much for 
Democrats in 2024 if Biden is serious 
about running for reelection. It’s hard 
to imagine serving in the world’s most 
important position at age 86. 

But let’s not get off track. Biden 
would, at best, face token opposition, 
making the whole primary carousel a 
perfunctory exercise. 

If he’s not running again, Michigan 
becomes a proving ground where one 
or more candidates likely will end their 
dreams of becoming president. Folks 
like Michiganders’ Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer or “Mayor” Pete Buttigieg could see 
a big push if the dominos fall the right 
way and one or both are in field.

If the new schedule works out and the 
DNC sticks with it long term, this is a 
big change.

Every four years, Michigan will be 
under the bright, hot national spotlight. 
There’ll likely be a nationally televised 
debate here. Millions of dollars spent on 
TV, radio and digital media ads. There 
will be more mailers, door knockers, 
visits to the Fleetwood Diner and other 

eateries. 
Michigan issues could be perennially 

talked about front and center as long as 
we don’t mess up like Iowa.

Plus, our odds of shaking a future 
president’s hand goes WAY up. That 
would be cool.

For Republicans, proactively push-
ing a switch doesn’t benefit them. Last 
week, the Republican-led Senate passed 
a Feb. 6, 2024, presidential primary 
date as part of a deal with Whitmer.

The deal has fallen apart for unrelat-
ed reasons.

The Republican-led House has no 
incentive to move it to Whitmer’s desk. 
Changing the primary puts Republicans 
crossways with the Republican Nation-
al Committee, which approved a Super 
Tuesday primary for Michigan months 
ago.

Anything earlier puts dozens of Mich-
igan delegate spots at risk. Even if the 
2024 Republican presidential selection 
process isn’t competitive, Michigan could 
be deprived of delegate designations that 
many grassroots leaders cherish.

It’ll be up to the Democratic-led 
House and Senate to change the date 
to Feb. 6, 2024, and they will. Repub-
licans would prefer it that way. They 
don’t have to vote for it. It’s out of 
their hands. Yet, they could still ben-
efit from it.

Michigan Republicans could tell RNC 
Chair Ronna McDaniel and the rest 
of the RNC that the primary date got 
changed because of Democrats. There 
was nothing they could do to stop it. 

But … since the Democrats made 
the change, the Republicans probably 
should do it, too.

After all, giving the eventual Demo-
cratic candidates two weeks of uncon-
tested public attention hurts the Re-
publicans’ chances of winning the Great 
Lakes State on Nov. 5, 2024. A good 
Republican doesn’t want that.

Really, any Michigander who likes 
politics — regardless of party — has to 
like Michigan being moved to the front 
of the line for presidential primaries.

Michigan should celebrate and take 
seriously this opportunity. We need to 
properly vet and highlight the best can-
didates when they come.

We need to advance their chances to 
lead this country. 

It’s a responsibility this state is ready for.
(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capi-

tol news service MIRS at melinnky@
gmail.com.)

It’s Michigan’s turn to spotlight
the Dems’ best presidential hopefuls

POLITICS

Opinion
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Joan Nelson 
joins City 
Pulse as a 
columnist 
beginning in 
January.
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CITY OF EAST LANSING, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE 1518

AN AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE SECTION 20-31 OF THE CITY 
CODE TO REPEAL A PORTION OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

COMMISSION ORDINANCE

THE CITY OF EAST LANSING ORDAINS:
Sec. 20-31. - Historic district commission established; membership; meetings 
and rules of procedure.

(a) There is hereby established a commission to be known as the City of East Lansing
Historic District Commission. The commission shall consist of seven members. Each
shall reside within the city. Members shall be appointed by the mayor with the consent
of the city council for three-year terms. A majority of the members appointed and
serving shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. A member who has
been granted a leave of absence; or whose resignation has been accepted by city
council; has been removed by the appointing authority; or, has been automatically
removed for nonattendance shall not be considered for the purpose of determining a
quorum.

(b) At least two members shall be appointed from a list of residents submitted by one
or more duly organized local historic preservation organizations. One member shall be
an architect registered by the State of Michigan or a graduate of an accredited school
who has two years of architectural experience if such a person resides within the
city and is available for appointment. A majority of the members shall have a clearly
demonstrated interest in or knowledge of historic preservation.

(c) The commission shall elect a chairperson and adopt bylaws providing for its
organization and conduct of business. The commission shall schedule regular
meetings at least once each month or as required by state law. The city manager or
his/her designee shall serve as secretary of the commission. The concurring vote
of four members of the commission shall be necessary to issue a notice to proceed
or for the adoption or modification of preservation guidelines. Other actions of the
commission, including approval of a certificate of appropriateness, shall require a
simple majority of members present constituting a quorum.

(d) The commission shall receive staff support from the city as assigned by the city
manager, including administrative, clerical, research and other appropriate support.

(e) All meetings of the commission shall be conducted in compliance with the Michigan
Open Meetings Act, being Public Act No. 267 of 1976 (MCL 15.261 et seq.), and all
writings of the commission shall be maintained and published in compliance with the
Freedom of Information Act, being Public Act No. 442 of 1976.

It Is Hereby Resolved by the City Council of the City of East Lansing.

Jennifer Shuster
City Clerk CP#22-275

FestWINTER SSaattuurrddaayy,,
DDeecc..  1100
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
East Lansing Hannah  
Community Center

W I N T E R  F A R M E R S  M A R K E T
S’moresCraft Activities

ROYALE BATTLEFIELD NERF GAMES

Ice CarvingL I V E  E N T E RTA I N M E N T

P h o t o  B o o t hB o u n c e  H o u s e

Find out more at 
cityofeastlansing.com/winterfest.
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By TAYLOR BLAIR 
On Oct. 27, 2018, a shooting at the 

Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh rat-
tled the nation. The attack, among the 
deadliest against the Jewish community 
in the history of the United States, left 
11 dead and six wounded.

In remembrance, artists across the 
United States and abroad banded to-
gether to create the traveling art exhibit, 
“From Darkness to Light: Mosaics In-
spired by Tragedy.” It is on display at the 
MSU Main Library through Dec. 22, 
featuring 34 reproductions of the orig-
inal 36 mosaics.

Yael Aronoff, director of MSU’s Mi-
chael and Elaine Serling Institute for 
Jewish Studies and Modern Israel, said 
the exhibit is “a moving tribute by art-
ists from across the world to the 11 con-
gregants of the Tree of Life Synagogue 
in Pittsburgh four years ago that were 
murdered as they were praying by an 
antisemitic white nationalist.”

“I was particularly moved by the re-
flection in the exhibit by a surviving 
congregant of the Tree of Life synagogue 
who was a Holocaust survivor,” Aronoff 
said. “While we look to the future 
with hope, it is also daunting that 
threats and attacks against Jews in 
the U.S. have risen over the past 
four years. Two suspects were ar-
rested in New York for threatening 
a New York City synagogue, one of 
whom operated a white suprema-
cist Twitter group. This followed 
an FBI warning of credible threats 
this month against synagogues in 
New Jersey. It is our job as educa-
tors to educate about these hatreds 
that lead to murder and other ex-
pressions of prejudice.”

Librarian Deborah Margolis 
worked with Tree of Life board 
member Dave Kella to bring the 
exhibit to MSU as a way of high-
lighting the work of MSU’s Ser-
ling Institute for Jewish Studies. 
Kella serves as the liaison between 
the mosaic artists and institutions 
housing the display.

“The institute has been trying to ed-
ucate the MSU community about an-
tisemitism,” Margolis said. “I thought it 
would be a good opportunity to support 
those efforts.” 

An art lover herself, 
Margolis complimented 
the beauty of the art-
work and the recurring 
themes of positivity, 
love and peace. She lik-
ened mosaics from the 
exhibit to the concept of 
taking little pieces from 
broken things to make 
something hopeful and 
beautiful out of our 
world. 

The conception of this 
collaboration between 
artists began with mo-
saic artist Susan Rib-
nick, owner of Vintage 
Mosaic in Austin, Texas, 
and co-president of the 
Austin Mosaic Guild. 

Ribnick called a guild board meeting 
to create a memorial immediately after 
the shooting. 

“When this happened in Pittsburgh, 
it just hit very close to home,” she said.

Ribnick has participated in community 
projects in the past. She believes people 

can do good work when they are inspired 
and have something to say. 

“When these things happen, every-
body walks around feeling kind of help-
less and stung. Art can be a very pow-

erful way of getting a message 
across,” she said.

When speaking about her role in de-
velopment, Ribnick says she was just 
the “ringleader” of the project.

The mosaics started as a 12-person 
intercommunity effort in Austin that 

quickly grew as more people 
wanted to get involved. After 
heavy interest, Ribnick creat-
ed guidelines and a dedication 
panel for new collaborators. 
The number of artists grew to 
36 once COVID-19 hit, leaving 
creatives idle in their studios.

The genesis of the exhibit go-
ing on the road was mostly an 
organic process, according to 
Ribnick. 

“We just started to get invita-
tions. And then, of course, the 
scope of everything changed,” 
she said. “We had to get our-
selves organized in a different 
way. I thought it was great. It 
exceeded my expectations. Be-
cause what we’re trying to do is 
rattle some cages. We’re trying 
to be heard.” Ribnick held an 

event in Austin, and after news 
articles were released, the Skir-
ball Museum in Cincinnati con-

tacted Ribnick about hosting the exhib-
it. Other venues followed suit.

Displaying the exhibit at MSU’s li-
brary is an intentional choice. 

“It’s a blend of Jewish and universal 
symbols and everyone coming together 
hoping for peace and tolerance,” said 
Margolis. 

A press release described the library 
as a space that “promotes equal access 
to information and spaces for all and 
leads meaningful initiatives in acces-
sibility, diversity, equity and inclu-
sion.” 

With daily foot traffic from the MSU 
community, Margolis shared how re-
freshing it was seeing the student body 
experiencing the exhibit. 

“I think their initial reaction is just 
how nice it is,” she said. “Each piece has 
very different artists; they can read and 
see what each piece is about and what 
the exhibit is about as a whole.”

What happens to the message once 
the exhibit leaves? 

“Let the artwork do the heavy lift-
ing,” said Ribnick. “Maybe that will 
promote a conversation. Rather than 
walking around feeling indignant and 
angry, let’s do something.”

“I would like people to continue to 
learn about different cultures,” Margo-
lis said. “Today, I think many of us do 
not know people from other cultures, 
especially other political views. It’s very 
sad, and that bothers me a lot these 
days. I hope that people will continue 
to seek out learning about different 
people’s views. Maybe there’s something 
underneath that’s in common.” 
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Mosaic exhibit remembers 2018 Pittsburgh synagogue shooting 

Courtesy photo

 “Mantra” (2021), by Carol Nemir of Austin, Texas. 

Courtesy photo

“Into the Light” (2019), by Robyn Abrams of 
Philadelphia.

Courtesy photo

“Light One Candle” (2019), by Karen Kobylus of 
San Marcos, Texas.
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By LUCAS HENKEL
Let’s get scientific, fellow stoners of 

Lansterdam: There are more than 100 
cannabinoids in the average cannabis 
plant. Two of the most talked-about 
cannabinoids are THC and CBD. THC 
is the main psychoactive compound 
in cannabis that gives consumers the 
sensation of being “high,” while CBD 
is non-psychoactive and can provide 
relief for consumers suffering from 
chronic pain or mental illness. When 
isolated, THC and CBD can provide 
vastly different effects: an 85% THC 
distillate cartridge can make users feel 
“stoned,” whereas high doses of CBD 
can make you feel very relaxed but still 
lucid. However, when various cannabis 
compounds work together, there can be 
unique and beneficial side effects. This 
“entourage effect” helps create a more 
powerful high that can help consumers 
reach new levels of relief.

I taste-tested a variety of CBD and 
THC gummies while being sick last 
week (get your flu shot, folks). Read on 
for my full review:

PlusCBD Reserve Collection gum-
mies | CV Sciences | 30 for $55

Each gummy from the PlusCBD Re-
serve Collection contains 25 milligrams 
of CBD and 2.5 milligrams of THC, 
making it a perfect starting point for 

daily, well-balanced relief. The gum-
mies contain natural ingredients and 
full-spectrum cannabis extract. The 
“full-spectrum” component means 
that all the good parts of the cannabis 
plant, like the terpenes, cannabinoids 

and amino acids, are included to create 
a more potent edible. Most full-spectrum 
CBD gummies contain trace  amounts of 
THC, but it is a very small amount (about 
0.03% per container for the PlusCBD 
gummies, specifically). The combination 
of THC and CBD in Reserve Collection 
gummies can greatly benefit consumers 
looking to elevate their mood, sleep and 
overall relaxation. PlusCBD Gummies are 
vegan, soy-free and do not contain any ar-
tificial flavors or sweeteners. I am person-
ally a fan of their peach-flavored gummies 
and have been taking one to two before 
I go to bed for the past few weeks. Even 
when my three cats are causing chaos in 
the middle of the night, I sleep soundly 
and wake up refreshed.

PlusCBD Calm gummies | CV Sci-
ences | 30 for $35

If you are looking for something to 
help keep your spirits bright during 
a potentially stressful holiday season, 
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in Review:
Terple Gang
in Review:

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub.

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds.

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too.

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor.

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell.

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.”

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high.

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high.

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%.

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.”

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button.

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output.

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week.

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year.

Here’s a look at a few of them:
Terple Gang — Bombulan
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder.

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed.

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips.

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes.

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks.

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too.

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes.

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty.

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap.

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com.

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Gummies

Chill out: CBD gummy review

Courtesy photo

PlusCBD Reserve Collection gummies contain a mix of CBD and THC, perfect 
for consumers looking for a little more “oomph” than the typical CBD edible.

See Chill out, Page 16



City Pulse • December 7, 2022  www.lansingcitypulse.com 13

From prophets to nonprofi ts
A reading from the book of the Temple’s Resurrection

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse

The Temple Lofts open officially Monday with 31 living units, ranging from studio apartments to two-bedroom suites. 
In 2023, the first floor will house the offices of project developer Michigan Community Capital and an expanded-menu 
Strange Matter cafe.

Courtesy photo

The earliest First United Methodist 
Church at the present-day Temple 
Lofts site was built of wood in 1870 at a 
cost of $10,000.

Courtesy photo

A second church, made of stone 
and brick, with stained glass win-
dows and a pipe organ, was built 
on the same site in 1905, for a cost 
of $9,255. 

Courtesy photo

A new brick church was dedicated in 1918 
and kept the stained glass windows from 
the earlier stone church. First United 
Methodist moved out of the building in 1962 
and Bethlehem Temple took it over in 1965.

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
There’s no secret to demolishing a temple. In the 

Old Testament, Samson did it by grabbing the middle 
two pillars and giving them a shove.

Saving a temple is a more complicated task.
Monday marks the official opening of the Temple 

Lofts, a 31-unit apartment complex deftly stuffed into 
the historic walls of the former Bethlehem Temple, 
known to many locals as the Temple Club concert ven-
ue from 2001 to 2006. In the spring, the ground floor 
will be home to the newest Strange Matter Coffee em-
porium. The project’s nonprofit developer, Michigan 
Community Capital, will also set up shop on the first 

floor.
To take in this feat of adaptive reuse, start with its 

most conspicuous feature: the four 18-foot-tall Ionic 
columns on the façade. They look mighty, but they 
don’t support anything. Sorry, Samson.

This brazen visual trick, a hallmark of turn-of-the-
20th-century neoclassical architecture, went largely 
unnoticed until this fall. To the shock of passersby, all 
four wooden columns, riddled with rot, were taken off 
the building, but nothing came crashing down. New 
fiberglass columns were installed several weeks later.

And that’s just the surface. Beneath the Temple 
building’s grand exterior nests a $10.7 million Matry-

oshka doll of tricky financial and architectural maneu-
vers.

Dancing on the edge between preservation and 
practicality, developers scooped the brick shell of a his-
toric landmark like a pumpkin, stuffed it with living 
space and dragged the Temple into the 21st century, 
succeeding where many others failed. 

From worship to Wu-Tang
 “There is a time to every purpose under the heav-

ens,” teaches the book of Ecclesiastes. The history of 
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TUNE IN TO 

SATURDAYS AT 1 P.M.  •  SUNDAYS AT 6 P.M.

See Temple, Page 14
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the Temple building is best described 
as two long stretches of worship, one 
six-year freakout and, finally, a no-non-
sense, “This Old House”-style interven-
tion.

Behind this resurrection lies a simple 
question. Why bother?

Karl Dorshimer, president of the 
Lansing Economic Development Corp., 
put the Temple building in the “top 10 
of historical buildings in Lansing to be 
redeveloped.”

“It has a great aesthetic presence on 
a prominent gateway to Lansing,” Dor-
shimer said.

Preservation architecture specialist 
Amanda Harrell-Seyburn, an associate 
of East Arbor Architecture in Ann Ar-
bor, went further. “Most of Old Town 
consists of background buildings, and 
this is a foreground building — a big, 
prominent civic building, and that’s 
very valuable,” she said.

The Temple building and its prede-
cessor churches on the southeast corner 
of Cedar Street and Cesar E. Chavez 
Avenue have roots reaching back to the 
very beginnings of Lansing. As work 
began on the Temple Lofts project and 
its adjoining 52-space parking garage 
in 2019, workers found remnants of the 
earliest First United Methodist Church, 
an elegant wooden structure built in 
1870.

The church was a big step up from 
the denomination’s previous house of 
worship, a settlers’ cabin just east of 
the North Lansing Dam dating back to 
the 1840s, known informally as “God’s 
barn.”

The city and its Methodist flock were 
growing by leaps and bounds. A second 
church, made of stone and brick, was 
built in 1905 at the Temple site, for a 
cost of $9,255. (The organ alone cost 
over $2,000.) An even bigger building, 
the present-day Temple Lofts, was dedi-
cated in 1918, retaining the stained glass 
windows from the earlier stone church.

First United Methodist moved out of 
the building in 1962. In 1965, a growing 
African-American church, Bethlehem 
Temple, moved in, giving the building a 
tag — the Temple — that still sticks.

In 2000, Bethlehem Temple moved 
to its present home, a barrel-vaulted 
complex at 1518 S. Washington Ave. in 
REO Town, leaving the Temple building 
vacant.

That same year, Old Town developer 

Diane Burns spent $925,000 renovat-
ing the space into a music venue.

After decades of temperance and 
prayer, the building embarked on a 
bar-fueled binge in October 2001 — a 
six-year run as the Temple Club.

Among the acts that played the club 
were Clutch, KRS-1, the Reverend 
Horton Heat, Hard Lessons from De-
troit, Slum Village, Patton Oswalt and 
members of the Wu-Tang Clan. Despite 
supplementing concert revenue with 
weddings and other events, the owners 
couldn’t sustain a venue with a capacity 
of 800 and the club closed in October 
2006. 

An artist’s collaborative used the 
Temple building from 2013 to 2015, but 
finding a permanent use for it was start-
ing to look like a permanent headache. 

Financial alphabet soup
The intractable Temple building be-

came “the subject of countless final 
projects” in urban planning and archi-
tecture classes at MSU, according to 
Daniel Bollman, founder and principal 
at East Arbor Architecture in East Lan-
sing.

“It’s intrigued everybody,” Bollman 
said. “It’s this gorgeous landmark build-
ing, but despite the attempts to revive 
it, it remained a white elephant. It just 
wasn’t moving.”

The partnership of Alan Hooper, Sam 
Short and Aaron Mathews, the team 
that redeveloped Zoobie’s Old Town 
Tavern, a block east of the Temple, tried 
to revive the Temple as a restaurant and 
bar in 2013. They got as far as securing 
brownfield tax credits, but couldn’t put 
together the whole financial package.

“It was built around 100 years ago for 
a special purpose as a house of worship,” 
Dorshimer explained. “The building 
functioned well for its original intend-
ed purpose, but its interior layout did 
not fit modern uses. Recent attempts to 
renovate it could not make the numbers 
work for a profitable redevelopment.”

The restrictions that come with feder-
al historic tax credits made the Temple 
daunting as a strict preservation proj-
ect.

“They were trying to keep the big, 
open space,” Marilyn Chrumka of Mich-
igan Community Capital said. “One 
thing that makes this project work is 31 
apartments, paying rent.”

In 2019, Michigan Community Cap-
ital, a nonprofit specializing in tackling 
difficult projects, bought the building 
for $500,000.

The nonprofit’s CEO, Eric Hanna, 
determined that adaptive re-use, with 
due respect for the historic shell and 
selected interior touches, was the way 
to go. However, shoehorning 31 apart-

ments into a former church doesn’t fully 
explain how the nonprofit pulled it off. 
For that, it will be necessary to do a brisk 
backstroke in financial alphabet soup.

Last week, Chrumka explained the 
nonprofit’s mission as she walked 
through the Temple Lofts, looking for 
problems to trouble-shoot in the run-
up to Monday’s open house and grand 
opening.

Tiny strips of blue tape on appliances, 
moldings and in closets marked areas 
that needed attention.

“We are drawn to the projects that 
are going to make a big community im-
pact, that have a fraught history where 
other developers have tried and failed,” 
Chrumka said.

Michigan Community Capital started 
out in 2004 as the Michigan Magnet 
Fund, a nonprofit formed by the Mich-
igan State Housing Development Au-
thority, the MEDC, Cinnaire and other 
private and public entities for the pur-
pose of bringing competitive federal tax 
credits into the state.

The fund has been wildly successful, 
winning over $320 million in federal 
New Market Tax Credits credits in the 
past four years and investing the credits 
in projects all over the state.

When Hanna joined the fund in 
2018, he added a development arm, an 
insurance provider and other services to 
the fund and expanded it into Michigan 
Community Capital.

Hanna’s vision is to use all of those 
tools to help neighborhoods “with good 
organic fundamentals,” like the east end 
of Old Town, to “get to the next level.”

“Often that starts with a conspicuous 
and consequential building that is an 
eyesore but has potential,” Hanna said.

The development arm of Michigan 
Community Capital is still young, with 
the first projects completed in 2020, 
but it’s swiftly making its mark across 
the state, as Chrumka’s busy November 
calendar attests. Two weeks ago, on Oct. 
24, Chrumka cut the ribbon on a project 
even bigger than the Temple Lofts, the 
renovation of a hulking, 100-year-old 
factory in Ludington, Michigan, into a 
67-unit apartment complex, Lofts on 
Rowe. 

“The buildings are expensive and 
complex, and the reason they haven’t 
been gobbled up by private developers 
is that they don’t make financial sense,” 
Hanna said. “They need a developer 
who is doing it for reasons that are other 
than financial, and that’s us.”

Most for-profit developers need to 
show double-digit returns. Otherwise, 
investors might as well put their money 
into the stock market, which is less risky 
than real estate, according to Chrumka.

As a nonprofit with no investors to 
placate, Michigan Community Capital 
can do an end run around that barrier 
and sustain a minimal rate of return.

“We’re making less than 2 percent 
cash return across our whole portfolio,” 
Chrumka said. “A for-profit developer 
would not have done the Temple Lofts 
project.”

For the record, financing for the $10.7 
million Temple Lofts project broke 
down as follows: $2.2 million from the 
developer, Michigan Community Cap-
ital; a $3.8 million loan from the Illi-
nois Facility Fund; and a $4.8 million 
equity investment from the Michigan 
Strategic Fund, via the Community Re-
vitalization Program administered by 
the Michigan Economic Development 
Corp. The Michigan Strategic Fund will 
get 50 percent of the cash flow from the 
project until the investment is paid off.

The developer also secured a 
$250,000 low-interest loan from the 
Lansing Area Economic Partnership to 
help fund upfront costs of the brown-
field development.

The Lansing City Council approved 
a brownfield plan that will reimburse 
the project for $2,055,000 over 30 
years, not with upfront payments, but 
from taxes paid by the owner each year 
as the development begins to take in 
money. 

In on the ground floor
Beginning in April 2021, a crew of 

about 20 workers gutted the Temple 
until nothing was left but the masonry 
shell, which they shored up with more 
than 300 steel beams.

The tear-out was a mess. The project 
budget had a built-in contingency fund, 
but demo workers found more lead and 

Temple
from page 13

See Temple, Page 15

Courtesy photo

A section of the fourth floor of Temple 
Lofts had yet to be poured in this con-
struction photo from 2021.

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse

In the first floor office complex, old 
stained glass windows sport modern 
“halo” light fixtures.

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse

The Temple building’s four wooden 
Ionic columns, replaced with fiber-
glass copies this summer, don’t hold 
anything up, but they make a grand 
neoclassical statement.

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse 

To convert the building into five floors 
of office and residential space, con-
crete floors were poured into a new 
metal skeleton, one by one, all the 
way up to the attic.

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse

The view from a fifth-floor apartment, 
looking north along Cedar street.
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asbestos than expected, and removal 
costs exceeded the fund by $500,000.

Floor by floor, starting from ground 
level, concrete was poured and inte-
grated into a new metal framework that 
bears all the weight of the building. The 
old brick walls are attached to the metal 
framework, but they have been relieved 
of their century-long burden and no 
longer bear any weight.

Taking advantage of an 11-foot-tall 
attic, workers were able to create a 
five-floor building, with four floors of 
apartments and a ground floor for office 
space.

Every window had to be replaced, 
along with innumerable exterior details. 
The grand new columns were built by 
Georgia-based Melton Classics (billed 
on its website as “single source solu-
tion for all your architectural column 
needs”).

Inside the building, many apart-
ments are flooded with light from huge 
half-circle windows inherited from 
church times. Restored stained glass 
windows from have pride of place on 
every floor.

“We tried to preserve the character of 
the church without it being too churchy,” 
Chrumka said. “We loved the windows.”

Most of the stained glass is displayed 
in conspicuous public areas, but there’s 
one hidden treasure tucked into a stair-
well. The image of a burning torch (fea-
tured on this issue’s cover) is so exqui-
site that the developers kept it intact, 
even though it’s in a stairwell landing 
and had to be protected with a layer of 
expensive industrial tempered glass.

Chrumka said the Temple Lofts are 
aimed at the middle of the market. De-
velopers hope that by offering a range 
of apartment sizes, from studio apart-
ments at $790 a month to two-bedroom 
units at $1,330 or less per month, the 
project will attract an economically di-
verse range of tenants.

To add a crucial missing element to 
the project, Hanna approached Cara 
Nader, owner of Strange Matter Coffee.

“We were impressed by Eric’s enthu-
siasm for historic preservation, and for 
this project,” Nader said. “He might 
have talked us into a couple of things.”

The first-floor café, with a 
planned opening in spring, 
will give the building’s tenants 
a place to catch coffee, grab a 
drink and a snack on the way 
home from work.

“Strange Matter is the ideal 
tenant for us — locally owned, 
female owned,” Chrumka said.

The 900-square-foot cafe 
will have the usual array of 
baked goods and specialty do-
nuts and coffee drinks, along 
with small-plate food and, in 
due course, beer and wine (but 
not liquor).

Harrell-Seyburn said the 
café is a crucial part of the proj-
ect and will help knit the Temple build-
ing with the surrounding community.

“You take this great community build-
ing, and you make it residential, which is 
private,” she said. “Suddenly, it becomes 
off-limits to the public. Put in a coffee 
shop, a store, a restaurant, and the public 
gets to embrace it, participate in it.”

Gateway to the east
Despite the recent influx of new busi-

nesses like Grace Boutique and Metro Me-
lik 517, it’s been hard to extend foot traffic 
from the heart of Old Town eastward to 
the intersection of Cesar Chavez and Ce-
dar and beyond.

“There’s a disconnect between the 
dense, commercial part of Old Town and 
that stretch to the east,” Dan Bollman said.

The automobile century left the Temple 
stranded in a sea of asphalt.

“Three of those four corners are dedi-

cated to vehicles,” Harrell-Seyburn said, 
referring to parking lots for L.A. Insurance 
and Preuss Pets and a mega-sized Speed-
way gas station. 

To beckon pedestrians and motorists 
alike, the project designer of Temple Lofts, 
Integrated Architecture of Grand Rapids, 
accented the café space with oversized 
windows and an inviting walkway with a 
crisp modernist awning.

“That commercial corner was done in 
a sensitive way, a beautiful way, respectful 
to the design of the building,” Harrell-Sey-
burn said. “It’s something visually appeal-
ing for people who are walking on foot 
— something that can pull them through 
the intersection into that next strip of Old 
Town.”

With its new residents and an inviting 
café, Dorshimer believes the Temple Lofts 
will spark a new wave of activity on the 
east edge of Old Town.

“I expect this redevelopment will con-
tinue east on Cesar Chavez Avenue and 

provide additional positive benefits to the 
North Lansing area,” Dorshimer said.

If it does, Michigan Community Cap-
ital will be in the mix. The nonprofit has 
purchased the entire Temple Club block, 
parcel by parcel, with long-term plans to 
build another mixed-use building “that 

takes up the rest of the block,” 
Chrumka said.

However, an uncertain real es-
tate market, sharp inflation and 
rising interest rates are forcing 
the nonprofit to put its grand de-
sign on hold, at least for now. 

“Our alphabet soup of financ-
ing tools can’t keep up with 30 
to 40 percent construction cost 
increases, which is what we’ve 
seen the past two years,” Chrum-
ka said.

In the meantime, the for-
mer Old Town Diner east of the 
Temple Building has been leased 
to Maria’s Cuisine, a Mexican 
restaurant. The former Replay 
Video building on the corner of 
Larch Street and Cesar Chavez 
has been a handy storage area 
during Temple Lofts construction 
work.

“We put some money into 
cleaning it up, and it’s available 
for rent, but we haven’t found a 
tenant yet,” Chrumka said.

Last week, Harrell-Seyburn and Boll-
man walked around the project and eyed 
it carefully from the preservation stand-
point.

“Over the years, I’ve seen different ren-
derings, and I was involved with it with 
my students at Michigan State,” Har-
rell-Seyburn said. “I think this is the best 
version I’ve ever seen, and I’m so happy 
it was the one that was actually execut-
ed.” 

Harrell-Seyburn carefully pointed out 
a difference between a preservationist 
and a preservation architect.

“A preservationist often wants to keep 
the building as it always was, trapped 
in time forever, and there’s a place for 
that,” she said. “This building needed to 
be ushered into the next hundred years.”

“This building is a lesson,” Bollman 
said. “The buildings that change, and 
can be modified and adapt over time, are 
the ones that survive.”

Temple
from page 14

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF LANSING
NOTICE OF POSTED MEETING MINUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that all meeting minutes for the Charter Township of Lansing are 
posted to and available on the Township’s website at www.lansingtownship.org . Meeting 
minutes may also be obtained by emailing dptyclerk@lansingtownship.org .

Meeting minutes are also posted in, and available for inspection at, the office of the Township 
Clerk (located at 3209 W. Michigan Avenue, Lansing, Michigan) during normal business 
hours.

Maggie Sanders, Supervisor
Cortney Lightheart, Clerk

CP#22-276

B/23/066 RECYCLE RAMA E WASTE RECYCLING  as per the specifica-
tions provided by the City of Lansing. The City of Lansing will accept bids at The 
City of Lansing, Purchasing Office, 124 W. Michigan Ave. 3rd Floor, Lansing, 
Michigan 48933 or electronically submitted thru MITN Site (www.Mitn.Info  )

THuntil 2PM local time in effect on DEC 15  , 2022. Complete specifications and 
forms required to submit bids are available by contacting Marilyn Chick at (517) 
483-4282, or Marilyn.chick@lansingmi.gov or go to www.mitn.info. The City of 
Lansing encourages bids from All Vendors Including MBE/WBE Vendors and 
Lansing-Based Businesses. 

CP#22-277

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse

The Temple Lofts’ one- and two-bed-
room units and studio apartments are 
modern in design, but many of them 
inherited arched church windows.

Courtesy photo

The old Temple Club bar awaits demo-
lition in 2019.

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse

The parking garage is graced with a mural by Lansing artist Justin Hunt that cel-
ebrates North Lansing history, with visual shout-outs to surrounding businesses 
like Zoobie’s, Preuss Pets and Elderly Instruments.

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse

Marilyn Chrumka of Michigan Community Capital, devel-
oper of Temple Lofts, will share her non-profit’s first 
floor office space at the Temple Lofts with new murals 
and old stained glass.

Temple Building  
and Temple Lofts
Grand Opening
4-6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 12
502 E. Cesar E. Chavez Ave., Lansing
RSVP at templeloftsevent.com
517-708-2108

CP#22-277
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City Pulse needs a Delivery Driver. 
Interested: Contact John Paul at
johnpaul@lansingcitypulse.com 

or (517) 999-6707.

Ho

Monday-Saturday 10AM to 6PM
Sunday 12PM to 5PM

319 E.  Cesar  Chavez Ave. ,  Lansing 48906 
(517)  999 0399   BradlysHG.com

F R E E  G i f t  B o x i n g  o n  a n y  i t e m  t h a t  f i t s  o u r  b o x e s .   
C u s t o m  G i f t  B a s k e t s  a v a i l a b l e .

CBD is a great option. PlusCBD Calm 
gummies are an even better one. Each 
PlusCBD Calm strawberry lemon-
ade-flavored gummy contains 10 mil-
ligrams of CBD and a blend of herbal 
ingredients. This includes L-theanine, 
a compound found naturally in tea 
that has been shown to help counteract 
blood pressure increases in stressful sit-
uations, and 5-hydroxytryptophan (or 
5-HTP, which sounds like a name of a 
boy band), a mood-boosting compound 
that is produced from the seeds of an 
African plant called Griffonia. These 
gummies offer relaxation without intox-
ication, making them a perfect pick-me-
up that can be taken daily. 

PlusCBD Sleep gummies | CV Sci-
ences | 30 for $35

Each PlusCBD Sleep gummy contains 
10 milligrams of CBD, 3 milligrams of 
melatonin and its own blend of herb-
al ingredients: magnolia bark, an herb 
used to help combat anxiety and depres-
sion, and lemon balm, a lemon-scented 
herb from the mint family that has been 
found to help with restlessness and in-
somnia. This combination helps con-
sumers fall asleep and stay asleep with-
out the worry of feeling groggy and out 
of it the next day. You can try both Plus-
CBD Sleep and Calm gummies in the 
PlusCBD Holiday Survival Kit, a special 

bundle that contains a jar of both gum-
mies for a discounted price, through the 
company’s website (pluscbdoil.com). 
PlusCBD gummies can also be found 
at Better Health Markets for folks that 
would rather shop in-store.

1:1 pomegranate gummies | WYLD 
| 10 for $15

WYLD gummies hit Michigan this 
year and have taken the edible market 
by storm. The Oregon-based company 
was founded in 2016 and started mak-
ing full-spectrum CBD and THC-in-
fused gummies in 2019. Each gummy is 
made with real fruit and natural ingre-
dients, and they are offered in 100-mil-
ligram packs and 200-milligram packs 
for the more veteran stoners. WYLD 
offers products with a variety of THC-
to-CBD ratios, like its 1:1 pomegranate 
gummies, so there is truly a product for 
everyone, regardless of their tolerance 
level. For the pomegranate gummies 
specifically, each individual gummy 
contains 10 milligrams of THC and 10 
milligrams of CBD. 

Chill out
from page 12
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By TODD HEYWOOD
Not only are Connor and Quinn Kelly 

brothers, they are performing alongside 
each other as the beloved childhood book 
characters and best friends Frog and 
Toad in the Riverwalk Theatre’s produc-
tion of “A Year with Frog and Toad.”

Quinn, 26, plays Toad, the uptight, re-
served and too-often-worried friend in 
the pair. In comparison, Frog, played by 
Connor, 28, is the high-energy, bounce-
off-the-walls friend, always ready for an 
adventure. 

The beloved duo was created from the 
mind of Arnold Lobel, who wrote and il-
lustrated the book series. In a 2017 biog-
raphy published by the Parents’ Choice 
Foundation, he said the two amphibians 
represented two sides of his own person-
ality — a personality that fractured when 
he became gravely ill in the second grade. 
The experience isolated him and drove 
him to creative outlets for socializing, 
including drawing animals. In a way, his 
creativity saved his life.

The brothers both ac-
knowledged that theater 
has had a similar impact 
on their lives. After each 
graduated from Wa-
verly High School, they 
were aimless, unsure of 
what was next in life. 
Connor was starting 
down the road toward 
addiction.

“I was just trying to 
find a way to catch a buzz just to feel 
good most of the time,” he said.

Connor took a theater class at the rec-
ommendation of his mother. He cred-
its retired Lansing Community College 
theater Professor Mary Matzke with 
helping him fall in love with theater.

“I think those things that make us feel 
good can be a replacement for direc-
tion,” he said. But after that first show 
with Matzke, Connor’s life was set in a 
new direction. 

Quinn had the opportunity to see his 
older brother in his first performance at 
LCC, a small role (one line, spoken in 
Italian), and the spark lit a fire for him. 

“As a younger brother seeing my old-
er brother, it made me think I could do 
this,” Quinn said. 

Quinn was addressing issues of his 
own at the time. He was completing 
probation for criminal charges from Ea-
ton County and looking for a new direc-
tion as well. 

The two have now shared the stage 
a number of times, including in LCC’s 
production of “The Government Inspec-

tor,” directed by Matzke. (Full disclo-
sure, I played Osip in this production.)

The two were quickly becoming a force 
to be reckoned with on local stages. Then 
COVID-19 hit. Connor contracted the 
virus in 2021 and lost his voice for four 
months. He tried performing online, 

“but it just wasn’t 
the same.”

COVID couldn’t 
keep the duo down 
for long, howev-
er. The Brothers 
Kelly roared back 
onto local stages in 
separate musicals. 
Connor performed 
in “Cabaret” at 
LCC and Quinn in 

“Big Fish” at Riverwalk Theatre. 
In preparation for his audition for 

“Big Fish,” Quinn said local voice in-
structor Judy Evans introduced him to 
the duet “Plant a Radish” from the mu-
sical “The Fantasticks.” While he didn’t 
use that song in his audition for “Big 
Fish,” he later approached Connor with 
the idea of performing the song together 
as an audition for “Frog and Toad.”

Connor wasn’t sold. He’d just com-
pleted “Cabaret” and had begun a new 
job as a bartender. 

“I said, ‘Yeah, I know, but ... ,’” Quinn 
said, pausing for dramatic effect, “‘Frog 
and Toad. You could be Frog. I could be 
Toad.’”

A reluctant Connor gave in to his 
brother and auditioned for the show. 
They were cast in the roles.

The brothers said they are having fun 
putting on the show and working with 
Tom Ferris, a longtime community the-
ater director. 

“He has this ability to bring people 
together that you wouldn’t expect,” said 
Quinn. “I really appreciate that.”

Connor and Quinn both said the 

show is fast-paced and light fare, with a 
15-minute intermission. 

“We apologize in advance that your 

kids will come away with these songs 
stuck in their heads,” Connor said. 
“They’re just fun, easy songs.”

Brothers Kelly featured as beloved children’s characters Frog and Toad

Courtesy of Ariniko Artistry

Brothers Connor (left) and Quinn Kelly play the iconic chil-
dren’s book duo Frog and Toad in the Riverwalk Theatre’s 
production of “A Year with Frog and Toad.”

Courtesy of Ariniko Artistry

High-energy Frog (Connor Kelly) wakes up grumpy Toad (Quinn 
Kelly) for a day full of hijinks.

December theater productions
Riverwalk Theatre 
228 Museum Drive, Lansing
“A Year with Frog and Toad” 
Based on the beloved children’s books 
by Arnold Lobel, this whimsical mu-
sical tells the story of an entire year in 
the lives of Frog, the happy friend, and 
Toad, the curmudgeon. 
Dec. 8-18
Thursdays: 7 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays: 8 p.m.
Sundays: 2 p.m.
Special performance Wednesday, Dec. 
14 at 7 p.m.
riverwalktheatre.com

Williamston Theater 
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston
“A Very Williamston Christmas” 
The stereotypical Hallmark movie 
meets small-town Williamston in a ro-
mance for the holidays. 
Through Dec. 23
Thursdays and Fridays: 8 p.m.
Saturdays: 3 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Sundays: 2 p.m.
Special performances Wednesday, Dec. 
21 at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. and Friday, Dec. 
23 at 3 p.m.
williamstontheatre.org

Lebowsky Center
122 E. Main St., Owosso
“Holiday at Lebowsky” 
Prepare for a holiday spectacular with 
singing, dancing and many stories of 
thanks and appreciation to the com-
munity that guided us through the on-
going pandemic.

Dec. 2, 3, 9, 10 at 8 p.m.
Dec. 3, 4, 10, 11 at 3 p.m.
lebowskycenter.com

Peppermint Creek Theater Co.
“All is Calm: the Christmas  
Truce of 1914” 
The Western Front, Christmas, 1914. 
A German soldier steps into No Man’s 
Land singing “Stille Nacht.” Thus begins 
an extraordinary night of camaraderie, 
music and peace. A remarkable true 
story told in the words and songs of the 
men who lived it. 
Wednesday, Dec. 7 (sold out): Michi-
gan History Center, 702 W. Kalamazoo 
St., Lansing
Thursday, Dec. 8: Gerald R. Ford Pres-
idential Museum, 303 Pearl St. NW, 
Grand Rapids
Friday, Dec. 9 (sold out): Detroit His-
torical Museum, 5401 Woodward Ave., 
Detroit
peppermintcreek.org

Wharton Center
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing
“Pretty Woman: The Musical”
Based on one of Hollywood’s most be-
loved romantic stories of all time, this 
adaptation springs to life with a pow-
erhouse creative team led by two-time 
Tony Award-winning director and cho-
reographer Jerry Mitchell.
Dec. 13-18
Tuesday-Thursday: 7:30 p.m.
Friday: 8 p.m.
Saturday: 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Sunday: 1 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
whartoncenter.com

Behind 
the Curtain

BEHIND 
THE CURTAIN

BEHIND 
THE

CURTAIN

BEHIND THE CURTAIN
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Christmas!
Join us for worship and events leading up to

U n iv ersit y  U n it ed  M et h o d ist  C h u rc h
1 1 20  S . H arr iso n  R d ., E ast  L an sin g (c o rn e r  o f  T ro wb r id ge )

Family Christmas Event Sunday, December 18, 3PM 
A  sp e c ial  C h r ist m as st o ry , c aro ls, c raf t s, re f re sh m e n t s. A ll  are  we lc o m e !

christmas eve service saturday, December 24, 7PM 
A  c an d le l igh t  se rv ic e  o f  c aro ls, le sso n s, an d  c o m m u n io n .

christmas day service sunday, December 25, 11am 
T h is wil l  b e  a t rad it io n al wo rsh ip  se rv ic e  wit h  

C h r ist m as st o r ie s an d  c aro ls. B r in g a b e ll  t o  r in g!

UniversityChurchHome.org  We Welcome Everyone!

By LIZY FERGUSON
As I write this, I am sur-

rounded by the most low-main-
tenance houseplants fighting 
for their lives in the early-win-
ter gloom of my most sun-filled 
room. I have the opposite of a 
green thumb, yet I still contin-
ue to try for the love of leafy 
things, despite my perfectionist 
tendencies often telling me to 
just give up already. Thankfully, 
others, like Emily Huff of Eaton 
Rapids, have more patience. 

A transplant from Metro De-
troit, Huff opened City Pulse’s 
2022 Top of the Town Best 
New Business, Odd Mama’s 
Plants, back in June. 

“Odd Mama’s originally 
started out as a 50/50 partner-
ship. After just a few months, 
my partner decided to step 
away and pursue another job 
opportunity,” Huff said. “I’m 
still thankful to her, though, 
because she’s the one who put 
the wheels in motion.”

The idea for the store grew 
from a lifelong, casual inter-
est in plants, which became 
a coping strategy and obses-
sion during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Having struggled 
with anxiety and depression 
throughout her life, Huff, a mother of 
four, brought her youngest home from 
the hospital the day lockdown began. 

“Coming home with a newborn at that 
time was pretty nerve-wracking, and 
like so many others, I think my anxiety 
reached an all-time high,” she explained. 

“Houseplants can 
be extremely benefi-
cial for one’s mental 
health and well-be-
ing. Plants are ther-
apeutic and have 
allowed me to find 
calm in chaos, and 
they have allowed me 
to foster some really 
amazing friendships 
within the plant com-
munity.”

Odd Mama’s boasts 
a rotating selection 
of rare and common 
houseplants, unique 
pots and planters, 
macramé, plant acces-
sories and plant-re-
lated gifts. The shop 
also carries a variety 

of unique items from local makers and 
artists and offers repotting services and 
in-house workshops. 

Huff ’s personal style (tattoos, gauges, 
an Against Me! tee-shirt) come through 
in the ghost and skeleton-themed items 
that make themselves at home along-
side candy cane garlands and dangling, 
iridescent snowflakes. I picked up a pair 
of neon green gummy bear earrings to 
gift a friend, which turned out to be the 
work of Huff ’s eldest daughter.

“My amazing husband does a lot of 
things to help me with the shop behind 
the scenes, and my children are also 
always on board and excited to help 

where they can. It’s definitely become 
much more of a family effort,” said Huff. 

With the business still so new, Huff is 
just getting started. While her current 
focus is on keeping new items in stock 
for repeat visitors to discover and cul-
tivating the store’s decidedly lovely and 
welcoming atmosphere, she has ideas 
that reach beyond the store. 

“I’d love to start a plant project work-
ing with nursing home patients,” she 
said. “I think plants could be very bene-
ficial and bring some unexpected joy to 
a lot of people, and I’d love to share that 
with them.” 

Green thumb therapy

Odd Mama’s 
Plants

106 E. Knight St., 
Eaton Rapids
Wednesday: 4:30-
8:30 p.m.
Thursday, Friday: 
3-8 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.
Closed Sunday-
Tuesday
734-757-7919

Lizy Ferguson

Emily Huff, owner of Odd Mama’s Plants in Eaton 
Rapids, shares her love of all things green with 
her four children, including daughter Nona, pic-
tured here.

Lizy Ferguson

Odd Mama’s carries an array of house-
plants, pots and planters, macramé, 
plant accessories, plant-related gifts 
and locally made trinkets.
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517-703-4655 
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Find us on 
Facebook 

and Instagram!
Curious Book Shop
307 E. Grand River, E. Lansing

Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Sun. 12-5 
332-0112  w We validate parking

 curiousbooks.com

Archives Book Shop
519 W. Grand River, E. Lansing

Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 12-5
332-8444 w Free Parking

thearchivesbookshop@gmail.com

and Instagram!

We have books you 
always wanted but 
never knew existed!
Quality Used Books 

at Great Prices!

Quality Used Books 
at  Great Prices!

We have books 
you always 

wanted but never 
knew existed!

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION
EFFECTIVE

MEDIATION

By BILL CASTANIER
(First of two parts)

Books make some of the best holiday 
gifts, especially in Michigan, where the 
cold climate keeps us nestled inside for 
several months of the year. As City Pulse’s 
resident expert on the subject, I have cre-
ated a list that will make readers happy 
for the long winter and get them turning 
the pages of some fabulous books. Here 
is the first section, with the rest coming 
in next week’s edition.

“Path Lit by Lightning: The Life of 
Jim Thorpe”  

$18.49, hardcover 
“Path Lit by Lightning,” by award-win-

ning author David Maraniss, is an en-
gaging, new 
look at the life of 
Indigenous ath-
lete Jim Thorpe. 
There have been 
many biogra-
phies about this 
great athlete 
who, until re-
cently, had been 
stripped of his 
Olympic Med-
als, but none like 
this. Maraniss is 
noted for his detailed research and un-
covers previously untold stories in this 
genius novel. 

“The Search 
for the Genu-
ine”  

$23.99, 
hardcover 

“The Search 
for the Genuine” 
is a collection of 
non-fiction sto-
ries that novel-
ist and poet Jim 

Harrison wrote from 1970 to 2015 for 
numerous publications. Harrison, who 
died in 2016, left behind an incredible 
body of work covering some of his fa-
vorite subjects, including hunting, fish-
ing and just goofing off. This collection, 
although a small portion of his writing, 
shows the master at work. 

“Guardians of Michigan: Architec-
tural Sculpture of the Pleasant Pen-
insulas”  

$47.70, hardcover 
“Guardians of Michigan,” by Detroit 

author, photographer and architectur-
al historian Jeff 
Morrison, takes 
readers on a trip 
across the Lower 
and Upper Pen-
insulas of Mich-
igan in search 
of the most il-
lustrative em-
bellishments on 
some of Mich-
igan’s most important historical struc-
tures. The work is an accompaniment to 
his 2019 book, “Guardians of Detroit.” 
It’s hefty, but it’s worth it. 

“A Book of Days”  
$22.99, hardcover 
National Book Award-winning author 

Patti Smith has done it again with her 
new publication, 
“A Book of Days,” 
which comprises 
366 of her own 
photo illustra-
tions. Some im-
ages are strange, 
and some are 
lovely and will 
make you smile. 
It’s a kooky way to 
keep track of the upcoming year. 

“Uphill: A Memoir”  
$21.99, hardcover 
“Uphill,” by MSU 

graduate Jemele 
Hill, is a memoir 
of her fascinating 
climb to sports 
commentator on 
ESPN’s SportsCen-
ter and her fall 
when she criticized 
t h e n - P r e s i d e n t 
Donald Trump. 
Hill, who is now a 
contributing editor 
for The Atlantic, tells how she overcame 
a hardscrabble life through writing. 

“Paperback Jack”  
$26.99, hardcover 
“Secrets Typed in Blood: 
A Pentecost and Parker Mystery”  
$27, hardcover 
Both “Paperback 

Jack,” by Loren Es-
tleman, and “Secrets 
Typed in Blood,” by 
Stephen Spotswood, 
will please any mys-
tery reader as they ex-
plore the golden age 
of paperback fiction. 
The books not only 
provide a great history 
of this important time 
in the emerging genre 
of mysteries, they are 
fun reads recalling a 
time when paperbacks 
promised both sex and 
murders on the cover. 
Tawdry but tantalizing. 

“Indigenous Continent: The Epic 
Contest for North America”  

$31.99, hardcover 
“Indigenous Continent,” by Pekka 

Hamalainen, is 
an honest por-
trayal of the 
history of the 
I n d i g e n o u s 
population of 
North America 
as they fought 
to preserve their 
land and way of 
life. It’s an en-
tirely different 
look at how we 
perceive the relationships between the 
Indigenous Nation and the efforts to 
colonize North America. 

“Blood and Fire: The Unbelievable 
Real-Life Story of Wrestling’s Origi-
nal Sheik” 

$22.95, paperback 
“Blood and Fire,” by Brian R. Solomon, 

a Brooklyn writer who specializes in wres-
tling, is a sleeper this year. The Sheik, who 
in his other life was known as Ed Farhat, 
hailed from Lansing and rose to be one of 
the major promoters in professional wres-
tling during 
the 1950s and 
‘60s. Although 
he was a pro-
moter, he con-
tinued wres-
tling well into 
his later years 
and became 
best known 
as one of the 
real bad guys 
in professional 
wrestling. 

The best holiday gifts for the highly literate
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“Capital Letters”--some 
big names here.

by Matt Jones

© 2022 Matt Jones

ACROSS

1. Optimal

6. Common undergrad 
degrees

9. Mandlikova of ‘80s 
tennis

13. Actress Thomas 
involved with St. Jude 
Children’s Research 
Hospital

14. “Glass Onion: A 
Knives ___ Mystery”

15. Palindromic Quebec 
university

16. Currently playing

17. Minecraft substance

18. Striped giraffe 
relative

19. “No, start with the 
second Japanese ‘thank 
you’”?

22. Barcelona aunt

23. Xmas quaff

24. Comedian Wong

25. Inordinately long time

28. “Little ___ of 
Horrors”

31. Game that gets its 
name from “four”

33. Sharing battle 
between “Quantum Leap” 
star Scott and family?

36. Fiery gemstone

37. Rodrigo y Gabriela, 
e.g.

38. Grief-stricken cry

42. Eighteen-wheeler 
obstructing freeway 
traffic, say?

47. Leisurely walk

50. “Bearing gifts we 
traverse ___”

51. Late NHL star LaFleur

52. Abu Dhabi’s gp.

53. Wagner opera “___ 
Rheingold”

55. Part of UNLV

57. Run-down version of 
a basic two-dish pasta 

meal?

63. Album’s first half

64. Kendrick Lamar’s 
Grammy category

65. Prom conveyances

67. Record in a log

68. Notable time

69. Shorten by a letter 
or two

70. Pop star Celine

71. Get married to

72. Kidney-related

DOWN

1. “As I see it,” for short

2. “Consarn it!”

3. Cube designer Rubik

4. Floating

5. With little at stake

6. Dynamite sound

7. Paranormal field

8. Rear admiral’s rear

9. Ceremonial Maori 
dance

10. Film with an upcoming 

“The Way of Water” 
sequel

11. City in southern Italia

12. Cover stories

15. Subject of the History 
Channel’s “Ax Men,” e.g.

20. “Hawaii Five-O” 
setting

21. Letter after theta

25. “Foucault’s Pendulum” 
author Umberto

26. Alley ___ (comic 
strip which, thanks to the 
recent Charles Schulz 
tributes, I learned still 
exists)

27. Its finals are usually 
in June

29. Former automaker, 
briefly

30. “Where Have All the 
Cowboys Gone?” singer 
Cole

32. Ruler before 1917

34. Saxophone range

35. Canine comment

39. Haul

40. Prefix for puncture

41. Astronomer points at 
___ (overused subject of 
science stock photos)

43. Seasoning associated 
with Maryland

44. Regenerist skin care 
brand

45. “American Ninja 
Warrior” obstacle

46. Movie preview

47. Figured (out)

48. Sesame seed paste

49. Entertain, as kids at 
bedtime

54. Hardware fastener

56. 2022 psychological 
horror movie

58. “Feel the ___” (2016 
campaign slogan)

59. Tortoise’s opponent

60. 2010 Apple debut

61. Despot Idi

62. Winner of the 2022 
Best Picture Oscar

66. Salt, in France

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 24

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

SUDOKU     Advanced

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                   December 7-13, 2022

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Aries painter Vincent van 
Gogh was renowned for translating his sublime 
and unruly passions into colors and shapes on 
canvas. It was a demanding task. He careened 
between torment and ecstasy. “I put my heart and 
soul into my work,” he said, “and I have lost my 
mind in the process.” That’s sad! But I have good 
news for you, Aries. In the coming months, you 
will have the potential to reach unprecedented 
new depths of zest as you put your heart and soul 
into your work and play. And hallelujah, you won’t 
lose your mind in the process! In fact, I suspect 
you will become more mentally healthy than 
you’ve been in a long time.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): “The soul is silent,” 
writes Taurus poet Louise Glück. “If it speaks 
at all, it speaks in dreams.” I don’t agree with 
her in general, and I especially don’t agree with 
her in regard to your life in the coming weeks. I 
believe your soul will be singing, telling jokes, 
whispering in the dark and flinging out unexpected 
observations. Your soul will be extra alive and 
alert and awake, tempting you to dance in the 
grocery store and fling out random praise and 
fantasize about having your own podcast. Don’t 
underestimate how vivacious your soul might be, 
Taurus. Give it permission to be as fun and funny 
as it yearns to be.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The coming weeks will be 
an excellent time to expand your understanding 
about the nature of stress. Here are three study 
aids: 1. High stress levels are not healthy for your 
mind and body, but low to moderate stress can 
be good for you. 2. Low to moderate stress is 
even better for you if it involves dilemmas that 
you can ultimately solve. 3. There is a thing called 
“eustress,” which means beneficial stress. It 
arises from a challenge that evokes your vigor, 
resilience and willpower. As you deal with it, 
you feel hopeful and hardy. It’s meaningful and 
interesting. I bring these ideas to your attention, 
dear Gemini, because you are primed to enjoy a 
rousing upgrade in your relationship with stress. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Long before he launched 
his illustrious career, Cancerian inventor 
Buckminster was accepted to enroll at Harvard 
University. Studying at such a prestigious 
educational institution was a high honor and 
set him up for a bright future. Alas, he was 
expelled for partying too hard. Soon he was 
working odd jobs. His fortunes dwindled, and 
he grew depressed. But at age 32, he had a 
pivotal, mystical experience. He seemed to be 
immersed in a globe of white light hovering above 
the ground. A disembodied voice spoke, telling 
him he “belonged to the universe” and that he 
would fulfill his life purpose if he applied himself 
to serving “the highest advantage of others.” 
How would you like a Buckminster Fuller-style 
intervention, Cancerian? It’s available if you want 
it and ask for it.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Leo-born Judith Love Cohen 
was an electrical engineer who worked on NASA’s 
Apollo Space Program. She was also the mother 
of the famous actor Jack Black. When she was 
nine months pregnant with Jack, on the day she 
went into labor, she performed a heroic service. 
On their way to the moon, the three astronauts 
aboard the Apollo 13 spacecraft had encountered 
a major systems failure. In the midst of her birth 
process, Judith Love Cohen carried out advanced 
troubleshooting that helped save their lives and 
bring their vehicle safely back to Earth. I don’t 
expect you to achieve such a monumental feat 
in the coming days, Leo. But I suspect you will 
be extra intrepid and even epic in your efforts. 
And your ability to magically multitask will be at 
a peak.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): When you’re at the height 
of your powers, you provide the people in your 
life with high-quality help and support. And I 
believe you could perform this role even stronger 
in 2023. Here are some of the best benefits you 
can offer: 1. Assist your allies in extracting bright 

ideas from confusing mishmashes. 2. Help them 
cull fertile seeds from decaying dross. 3. As 
they wander through messy abysses, aid them in 
finding where the redemption is. 4. Cheer on their 
successes with wit and charm.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A blogger named 
Daydreamydyke explains the art of bestowing 
soulful gifts. Don’t give people you care for 
generic consumer goods, she tells us. Instead, 
say to them, “I picked up this cool rock I found 
on the ground that reminded me of you,” or “I 
bought you this necklace for 50 cents at a yard 
sale because I thought you’d like it,” or “I’ve had 
this odd little treasure since childhood, but I feel 
like it could be of use to you or give you comfort, 
so I want you to have it.” That’s the spirit I hope 
you will adopt during the holiday season, Libra — 
as well as for all of 2023, which will be the year 
you could become a virtuoso gift-giver.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): In 1957, engineers Alfred 
Fielding and Marc Chavannes invented three-
dimensional plastic wallpaper. No one bought the 
stuff, though. A few years later, they rebranded 
it as Bubble Wrap and marketed it as material to 
protect packages during shipment. Success! Its 
new use has been popular ever since. I suspect 
you are in a phase comparable to the time 
between when their plastic wallpaper flopped 
and before they dreamed up Bubble Wrap. Have 
faith in the possibility of there being a Second 
Act, Scorpio. Be alert for new applications of 
possibilities that didn’t quite make a splash the 
first time around.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): I applaud your 
expansive curiosity. I admire your yearning to 
learn more and more about our mysterious 
world as you add to your understanding of how 
the game of life works. Your greed for interesting 
experiences is good greed! It is one of your most 
beautiful qualities. But now and then, there come 
times when you need to scale down your quest 
for fresh, raw truths and work on integrating what 
you have already absorbed. The coming weeks 
will be one of those times.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Better than most, 
you have a rich potential to attune yourself to 
the cyclical patterns of life. It’s your birthright to 
become skilled at discerning natural rhythms at 
work in the human comedy. Even more fortunately, 
Capricorn, you can be deeply comforted by this 
awareness. Educated by it. Motivated by it. I hope 
that in 2023, you will develop your capacity to the 
next level. The cosmic flow will be on your side as 
you strive to feel the cosmic flow — and place 
yourself in closer and closer alignment with it.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Anne, a character in a 
book by L. M. Montgomery, says she prefers the 
word “dusk” over “twilight” because it sounds 
so “velvety and shadowy.” She continues, “In 
daylight, I belong to the world . . . in the night to 
sleep and eternity. But in the dusk, I’m free from 
both and belong only to myself.” According to my 
astrological assessment, you Aquarians will go 
through a dusk-like phase in the coming weeks: 
a time when you will belong solely to yourself and 
any other creature you choose to join you in your 
velvety, shadowy emancipation.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): My Piscean friend 
Venus told me, “We Pisceans feel everything very 
intensely, but alas, we do not possess the survival 
skills of a Scorpio or the enough-is-enough, self-
protective mechanism of the Cancerians. We are 
the water sign most susceptible to being engulfed 
and flooded and overwhelmed.” I think Venus is 
somewhat correct in her assessment. But I also 
believe you Fishes have a potent asset that you 
may not fully appreciate or call on enough. Your 
ability to tune into the very deepest levels of 
emotion potentially provides you with access to 
a divine power source beyond your personality. 
If you allow it to give you all of its gifts, it will keep 
you shielded and safe and supported.

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.
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Wednesday, Dec. 7
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group exercises at Meridian 
Township Central Park Pavilion (Old Farmers 
Market) 9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Oke-
mos. 517-853-4600. meridian50plus.com. 

“A Course of Love” with Lucille Olson - 7 p.m. 
Zoom ID: 177 417 886. Passcode: 601744. 
unitylansing.org.

It’s Elementary! - Discover science in the 
world around you with experiments, crafts, 
activities, and more. Registration req. 2:45 
p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. 
Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-8859. char-
lottelibrary.org.

Jinju Kim, piano DMA - 6 p.m. MSU College 
of Music, 333 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
music.msu.edu.

LBCA Meeting - 7:30 a.m. Pine Hills Golf Course, 
6603 Woodbury Road, Laingsburg.

LCC Jazz Band - 7 p.m. Everett High School, 
3900 Stabler St., Lansing. lcc.edu.

Lei Min, clarinet DMA - 6 p.m. MSU College 
of Music, 333 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
music.msu.edu.

Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh tradition -
All are welcome to join our weekly practice! 
7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK Jr. 
Blvd., Lansing. lamc.info.  

Michigan Young Birders Network Virtual 
Meeting - 7 p.m. Meeting ID: 946 4329 0865. 
Passcode: Chickadee.

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array 
of Artistic Techniques and Images - “Dream-
ing Between the Lines.” 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The 
Peoples Church of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand 
River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. thepeo-
pleschurch.com.  

Night of a Thousand Donuts - Enjoy free coffee 
and donuts while supplies last! 8 p.m. MSU 
Main Library, 366 W. Circle Dr, East Lansing, 
and Gast Business Library, 648 N. Shaw Lane 
#50, East Lansing. lib.msu.edu.

Read Across Time Book Group - “Doctor Shiva-
go” by Boris Pasternak (1950s). 11 a.m. Mark’s 
Place, 238 E. Main St., Eaton Rapids.

Wittle Country Christmas Party with Tenille 
Arts, Matt Stell & Dillon Charmichael - 7 p.m. 
Lansing Brewing Co., 518 E. Shiawassee St., 
Lansing. witl.com

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli 
& Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Thursday, Dec. 8
“A Course in Miracles,” a Group Discussion on 
ZOOM - 7 p.m. Meeting ID: 177 417 886 Pass-
code: 601744. unitylansing.org.

A Very Williamston Christmas - Hot cocoa, 
light parades and romance factor large in this 
parody of everyone’s guilty pleasure: the hol-
iday movie. 8 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. 
Putnam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Design a Laser Cut Trinket - 3-5 p.m. MSU 
MakeCentral Makerspace, Main Library, 366 
W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-0901. lib.
msu.edu.

Frog and Toad - 7 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 
Museum Drive, Lansing. riverwalktheatre.com.

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - Join other 
adult women for fun, exercise, friendship and 
skating practice. 9:30-11:20 a.m. Suburban Ice, 
2810 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. ladiessilver-
blades.org.

New Art Exhibit Showcases Powerful Array 
of Artistic Techniques and Images - “Dream-
ing Between the Lines.” 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The 
Peoples Church of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand 
River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. thepeo-
pleschurch.com.  

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches! 5-8 p.m. Keys to 
Manifestation, 809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 
517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com.  

Therapy Dogs - 3 p.m. MSU Main Library South 
Lobby, 366 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-
884-0901. lib.msu.edu.

U-Night Presents House N’Bass - Ages 18+. 
Doors 8 p.m., show 9 p.m.-2 a.m. The 
Junction, 410 S. Clippert St., East Lansing. 
thejunctionmichigan.com.

Wonderland of Lights - Thousands of lights cre-
ate an extraordinary holiday display! 5-8 p.m. 
Potter Park Zoo, 1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., 
Lansing. 517-483-4222. potterparkzoo.org.

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & 
Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Friday, Dec. 9
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group exercises at Meridian 
Township Central Park Pavilion (Old Farmers 
Market) 9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. 
517-853-4600. meridian50plus.com. 

A Very Williamston Christmas - Hot cocoa, 
light parades and romance factor large in 
this parody of everyone’s guilty pleasure: the 
holiday movie. 8 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 
S. Putnam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.
org.

Christmas PJ Story Time - 6:30 p.m. Charlotte 
Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Char-
lotte. 517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

Frog and Toad - 8 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 
Museum Drive, Lansing. riverwalktheatre.com.

Holiday Nights of Lights - This family-fun cruise 
through Frances Park will be loaded with holi-
day displays, lighted trees and tunnel. 6-9 p.m. 
2701 Moores River Drive, Lansing. 

Holiday Road Rally - Team based, one night 
photo scavenger hunt event. Registration 
req. 6 p.m. Foster Community Center, 200 N. 
Foster Ave., Lansing. 517-483-4291.

Holiday Sing with song leader Sally Potter, 
Doug Berch, Doug Austin and spoken word 
artist Ruelaine Stokes - 7:30-10 p.m. University 
United Methodist Church 1120 S. Harrison 
Road, East Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org.

Howl at the Moon - Enjoy the full moon while 
taking a guided walk through the nighttime 
woods. 7 p.m. Harris Nature Center parking lot, 
3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos. 517-349-3866.

Jazz Orchestras with Adrian Mears, jazz 
trombone (JAR) - 8 p.m. Fairchild Theatre, 542 

Auditorium Road, East Lansing. 517-355-1855.

Jingle Hells - A night of wicked elves, creepy 
decorations, tragic endings and dark holiday 
secrets! 7-11 p.m. Awaken Haunted Attraction, 
4760 Churchill Road, Leslie.

Movie Night: “The Great Rupert” - 7 p.m. Unity 
Spiritual Center of Lansing, 2395 Washington 
Road, Lansing. 517-371-3010. 

Sewers Salute Quilts of Valor Meeting - Bring 
your project, sewing machine, and supplies. 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. Towar Hart Baptist Church, 6157 
Towar Ave., East Lansing. 517-337-0727.

The Swift Brothers - 8 p.m. The Peanut Barrel, 
521 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-351-
0608. peanutbarrel.com.

TGIF Dinner & Dance - 7 p.m.- midnight. Hawk 
Hollow Banquet Center, 15101 Chandler Road, 
Bath. 734-604-5095. tgifdance.com/calendar.

Wonderland of Lights - Thousands of lights cre-
ate an extraordinary holiday display! 5-8 p.m. 
Potter Park Zoo, 1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., 
Lansing. 517-483-4222. potterparkzoo.org.

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & 
Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Saturday, Dec. 10
Telling the Story: Christmas Oratorios by Bach 
& Saint-Saens - 8 p.m. Cobb Great Hall, Whar-

ton Center, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 
whartoncenter.com.

A Very Williamston Christmas - Hot cocoa, light 
parades and romance factor large in this par-
ody of everyone’s guilty pleasure: the holiday 
movie. 3 p.m. and 8 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. williamstonthe-
atre.org.

Alternative Christmas Market - Come and 
find a unique gift this season while supporting 
those in need both locally and internationally. 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. The Presbyterian Church of 
Okemos, 2258 Bennett Road, Okemos. okemo-
spres.org.

Cocoa and Collection - Hot cocoa and art-mak-
ing activities inspired by wintery works of art 
in our collection! 1 p.m. Eli & Edythe Broad Art 
Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

East Lansing Winter Fest - 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Han-
nah Community Center, 819 Aboot Road, East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.

Frog and Toad - 8 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 
Museum Drive, Lansing. riverwalktheatre.com.

Generations Community Theater Presents “A 
Christmas Carol” - 7 p.m. Virginia Schlichter 
Auditorium at the Mason Area Historical Muse-
um, 200 E. Oak St., Mason.
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 23

“Telling the Story: Christmas Oratorios 
by Bach & Saint-Saëns”

8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 10
Cobb Great Hall, Wharton Center
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing

On Saturday evening, the 
MSU College of Music will 
host its annual holiday con-
cert. More than 200 mem-
bers of the MSU Choral 
Union, University Chorale, 
State Singers and the MSU 
Symphony Orchestra, con-
ducted by music Professor 
and MSU Choral Director 
David Rayl, will perform se-
lections from the Christmas Oratorios of Johann Sebastian Bach and Camille 
Saint-Saëns.

“The lyricism of Saint-Saëns’ music contrasts beautifully with the vocal and 
instrumental virtuosity delivered in Bach’s cantatas,” said Reyl. “We are grate-
ful for this opportunity to share the beauty of choral-orchestral music and to 
help uplift everyone’s spirits during the holiday season.” 

This is the second year that such a large section of the MSU choirs has been 
able to rehearse and perform in person since the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
caused the concert to be canceled in 2019 and 2020. The musicians are excit-
ed to be back on stage for what will surely be an epic performance.

Reserved-seat tickets are $22 for adults, $20 for seniors (age 60 and older) 
and $12 for students, plus a $3.50 Wharton facility fee. Call 517-432-2000 or 
visit whartoncenter.com. Tickets can also be purchased at the door if available.  
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The Avenue
2021 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
The Dark Art of Michigan Presents: 
Heavy Metal Holiday Meltdown
Sat., Dec. 10, 8 p.m.
LCC Rock Band 
Sun., Dec. 11, 6 p.m. 

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Brian Shelley
Fri., Dec. 9, 7 p.m.
Russ Holcomb
Sat., Dec. 10, 7 p.m.

The Exchange
314 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Smokey Bear Band
Fri., Dec. 9, 9:30 p.m.
The New Rule
Sat., Dec. 10, 9:30 p.m.

The Green Door
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Off The Ledge
Fri., Dec. 9, 8:30 p.m.
Atomic Annie
Sat., Dec. 10, 8:30 p.m.

The Junction
410 S. Clippert St., Lansing
Matt Williams and Sadie Bass
Fri., Dec. 9, 8 p.m.

Orchard Street Pump House
368 Orchard St., East Lansing
The DonJuans
Sat., Dec. 10, 7 p.m.

The Peanut Barrel
521 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing
The Swift Brothers 
Fri, Dec. 9, 8 p.m. 

UrbanBeat
1213 Turner Road, Lansing
Charlie Richardson and Jackalope
Thurs., Dec. 8, 6:30 p.m.
Time2Play
Fri., Dec. 9, 8 p.m.
Taylor Taylor
Sat., Dec. 10, 7:30 p.m.
Rodney Page and Artaska
Sun., Dec. 11, 6:30 p.m.
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins
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How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 

While her roots are in Lansing, 
singer-songwriter Taylor Taylor has 
called Los Angeles home for the last 
four years. Since the big move, she’s 
further developed her warm, eclectic 
style of pop music. Her latest single, 
a surprisingly soulful cover of Uncle 
Kracker’s “Follow Me,” was self-pro-
duced. She also played all the instru-
ments on it — a prime example of her 
dynamic talent. 

Taylor returns to Lansing this week-
end for her “Home for the Holidays” 
show Saturday at UrbanBeat. She 
will be joined by her band as well. In 
the meantime, the troubadour chatted 
with City Pulse about life out West and 
what’s next. 

What motivated your 
move to California, 
and how’s it been so 
far? 

Taylor: I moved to LA 
in 2018 to meet more 
music connections and 
collaborators. I can’t 
believe it’s been almost 
fi ve years. It’s encourag-
ing to be surrounded by 
people in all aspects of the entertain-
ment industry. I have found people to 
be very supportive and uplifting. The 
constant sunshine is a nice bonus, but 
I yearn for a hearty thunderstorm.

How would you compare being a 
musician in Michigan compared to 
LA?

There are obviously lots more mu-
sicians and singers in LA. It makes 
me appreciate all the support I have 
in the Lansing area when I come back 
home.

What’s been inspiring your lyrics 
and songwriting recently? 

Over the past year, I’ve acquired a 
few guitar pedals, a steel-string guitar 
— which I keep in an alternate tuning 
— and a keyboard with weighted keys 
to mimic a real piano. I’ve been play-
ing guitar for so long that sometimes I 

feel like I’m playing the same chords 
over and over while writing. But hav-
ing these other instruments, pedals 
and plug-ins helps keep the process 
fresh.

Over the years, what songwriter 
has stirred you the most?

I’ve always been a fan of John May-
er’s songwriting. He has some really 
beautiful lyrics, and I remember feel-
ing the passion in his music when I 
was a kid. I still listen to his music, old 
and new. More recently, I’ve been ad-
miring singer-songwriters like Jensen 
McRae, Lizzy McAlpine and Lianne 
La Havas. I love the vulnerability, sto-
rytelling and imagery that Lizzy and 
Jensen bring. I love Lianne’s chords, 

classiness and beautiful, 
buttery vibrato.

Your discography has 
grown a lot over the 
years. Which would you 
consider a pivotal re-
lease? 

I just celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of my very fi rst 
EP from 2012. I current-
ly have four EPs, about a 

dozen singles and lots of unrecorded 
music. I made a song in 2018 called 
“All Day” that’s special to me because 
it’s the fi rst song I released that’s 
self-produced. Initially, I didn’t have 
any intention of putting it out. I was 
having fun with sounds and adding 
what I thought would sound cool. 

The song made me more confi -
dent as a producer. It made me feel 
like more of an “artist,” as opposed to 
just a singer-songwriter, because it is 
diff erent from all my previous works. 
“All Day” has few words and focuses 
on the song’s vibe. There are synths 
and sound eff ects and vocal eff ects. It 
demonstrates a bit of my versatility as 
a music creator, and it felt very freeing 
to make music without any agenda.

Visit taylortaylormusic.com for 
more information.

Taylor Taylor returns for UrbanBeat show

No place like home
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA!

How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 

Home for the Holidays 
with Taylor Taylor
UrbanBeat
1213 Turner St., Lansing
Saturday, Dec. 10
Doors: 6 p.m. 
Meet & greet: 6:30 p.m.
Show: 7:30 p.m.
urbanbeatevents.com

Courtesy photos

Lansing native Taylor Taylor, now living in Los Angeles, returns home for a holi-
day-themed show Saturday at UrbanBeat in Old Town. Backed by a full band, she will 
play a mix of holiday songs and her own originals. 
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Grammy Winners The DonJuans at Pump House 
Concerts - Doors at 6:30 p.m., Show at 7 p.m. 
368 Orchard St., East Lansing. thedonjuans.
com.

Greeting Cards with Jane Reiter - This work-
shop is for ages 17+. Individuals ages 11 to 
16 must be accompanied by an adult. 10 a.m. 
Lansing Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Square #100, Lansing. lansingart-
gallery.org.

Hive Holiday Show 2022 - 11 a.m. Waverly High 
School, 160 Snow Road, Lansing. thehivedan-
cestudio.com.

Holiday Nights of Lights - This family-fun cruise 
through Frances Park will be loaded with holi-
day displays, lighted trees and tunnel. 6-9 p.m. 
2701 Moores River Drive, Lansing.

Jolly Holiday Artisan Market - 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
REO Town Marketplace, 1027 S. Washington 
Ave., Lansing. reotownmarketplace.com.

Home for the Holiday’s with Taylor Taylor - 
7:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 
urbanbeatevents.com.

Inebriated Insights - A night of intoxicated 
witchcraft as our readers and psychics soak 
up the juice while throwing down the vibes. 

5 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center St. 
#7A, Lansing. manifestlansing.com.

Jingle Hells - A night of wicked elves, creepy 
decorations, tragic endings and dark holiday 
secrets! 7-11 p.m. Awaken Haunted Attraction, 
4760 Churchill Road, Leslie.

Lansing TUBACHRISTMAS 2022 - 1 p.m. Capitol 
building, 100 N. Capitol Ave., Lansing. 989-513-
0582. capitalareatubas.org.

LCC Concert Choir - 7 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. 517-483-
1122. lcc.edu.

Leslie Area Chamber of Commerce Holiday 
Lighted Parade - 6-8 p.m. Bellvue and Main 
streets, Leslie. 

Tease A Gogo Presents: Season’s Teasings -
Join us for delicious food and sensational 
beverages, live music and incredible burlesque 
variety. 6 p.m. Country Creek Reception Hall, 
5859 N. Michigan Road, Diamondale. teasea-
gogoholiday.eventbrite.com.

Wine in the Woods - Bring your favorite 
beverage and enjoy a guided walk through the 
woods with a naturalist at the Harris Nature 
Center. 21+, registration req. 7 p.m. 3998 Van 
Atta Road, Okemos. 517-349-3866. meridian.
mi.us.

Wonderland of Lights - Thousands of lights cre-
ate an extraordinary holiday display! 5-8 p.m. 
Potter Park Zoo, 1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., 
Lansing. 517-483-4222. potterparkzoo.org.

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & 
Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Sunday, Dec. 11
A Beautiful December Night - 6:30 p.m. Urban-
Beat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatev-
ents.com.

A Very Williamston Christmas - Hot cocoa, 
light parades and romance factor large in this 
parody of everyone’s guilty pleasure: the hol-
iday movie. 2 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. 
Putnam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Broad Art Museum Architecture Tour - Learn 
more about our unique building and the Pritz-
ker Prize-winning architect behind it through 
this 30-minute tour. Registration req. 1 p.m. 
547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. broadmuse-
um.msu.edu.  

Conversation Cafe, Share Your Christmas Tra-
ditions - 9:30 a.m. University Spiritual Center 
of Lansing, 2395 Washington Road., Lansing. 
unitylansing.org.

Drum Circle with Greater Lansing Area Drum-
mers (GLAD) - 1 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 
809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-974-5540. 
manifestlansing.com.

Frog and Toad - 2 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 
Museum Drive, Lansing. riverwalktheatre.com.

Generations Community Theater Presents “A 
Christmas Carol” - 2 p.m. Virginia Schlichter 

Auditorium at the Mason Area Historical Muse-
um, 200 E. Oak St., Mason.

Holiday Nights of Lights - This family-fun cruise 
through Frances Park will be loaded with holi-
day displays, lighted trees and tunnel. 6-9 p.m. 
2701 Moores River Drive, Lansing.

Jolly Holiday Artisan Market - Noon-5 p.m. 
REO Town Marketplace, 1027 S. Washington 
Ave., Lansing. reotownmarketplace.com.

LCC Rockband - 6 p.m. The Avenue, 2021 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. lcc.edu.

Screen Print Sundays - Visit the museum 
between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. to pull a birthday 
screen print. Eli & Edythe Broad Art Museum, 
547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. broadmuse-
um.msu.edu.  

Lansing Symphony Orchestra: Season’s 
Greetings - 3 p.m. Cobb Great Hall, Wharton 
Center, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. whar-
toncenter.com.

Therapy Dogs - 1:30 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
366 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-
0901. lib.msu.edu.

The Wild Hunt with Erin Wilson-Boget - Learn 
about the Fairy host, Celtic Samhain tra-
ditions, what happens if you’re shot by a 
fairy arrow and much more! 3 p.m. Keys to 
Manifestation, 809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 
517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com.

Events
from page 21

See Events, Page 24

By MARY CUSACK
It’s time to publicly rec-

ognize that the Williamston 
Theatre owns Christmas. 
Consider some past tri-
umphs, including Aral Grib-
ble’s one-man “A Christmas 
Carol: The Radio Show,” John Lepard’s 
one-man show “This Wonderful Life” as 
well as the many seasons that featured “Ev-
ery Christmas Story Ever Told.” This year, 
the theater’s production of “A Very Wil-
liamston Christmas” puts a star on the top 
of the Williamston tree of entertainment.

“A Very Williamston Christmas” is a 
mischievous parody 
of Hallmark Channel 
holiday movies. One 
does not need to be 
an aficionado of those 
movies to enjoy the 
production. Having 
the shallowest under-
standing that Hall-
mark movies are ro-
mances with beautiful 
people and predictable, 
feel-good plots will suf-
fice. Of course, those 
with more familiarity 
will experience more 
hilarity as the hallmarks of a Hallmark 
movie play out.

Felice (Dani Cochrane) is a ca-
reer-oriented woman who eschews cele-
brating the holidays with family to focus 
on her career. As fate would have it, her 

boss, Mr. Eared (Joe Bailey), offers her 
a promotion if she can acquire a certain 
property in her hometown of William-
ston during the Christmas weekend. 
She returns home to do so and runs into 
an old high school crush, the handsome 
widower George (Ryan Patrick Welsh). 
Felice becomes torn between advancing 
her career and following her heart. 

While the program does not explicit-
ly denote that this new play is a world 
premiere, it stands to reason that “A 
Very Williamston Christmas” must be 
so, and quite frankly wouldn’t make 
sense to be produced anywhere else. The 

script is chock-full of inside 
jokes that poke loving fun at 
Williamston, Lansing and 
the greater Lansing area. 
Clearly, playwright Robert 
Hawlmark has great affec-
tion for the area.

Hawlmark? Pronounced 
like the aforementioned chan-
nel that has created hundreds 
of cookie-cutter holiday mov-
ies? It seems like more than a 
coincidence. In fact, Robert 
Hawlmark is the poorly-kept 
secret nom de plume of Wil-
liamston Theatre co-founder 

John Lepard. Rather than starring in a 
Christmas production this year, he sat be-
hind the keyboard and wrote a smart and 
funny vehicle to test the stamina of other 
actors.

In particular, Bailey and Emily Sut-

ton-Smith are revved up as they em-
body multiple roles. Sutton-Smith plays 
Felice’s mom; her best friend, Barb, and 
an old woman who wanders the park. 
Bailey exhibits even more range as the 
evil Mr Eared; George’s father; George’s 
8-year-old son, Danny, and Felice’s fi-
ancé, Jack. Both actors embrace the lu-
nacy of the role changes, and the script 
acknowledges this lunacy with a wink 
and a smirk.

The cast often breaks the fourth wall 
and engages the audience in the ridicu-
lousness of the parody. Welsh smolders 
as Williamston’s own “McDreamy” and 
makes sure everyone feels the heat as he 
casts mesmerizing gazes at Felice every 
time he leaves the stage. On opening 
night, the cast frequently broke, chok-

ing back chuckles as they emoted all 
over each other. Rather than being a 
distraction, this brought the audience 
even deeper into the joke. 

“A Very Williamston Christmas” is 
as sweet as Felice’s Christmas cook-
ies, as scrumptious as George’s tousled 
hair and as comforting as the warm 
buzz from Mom’s beloved peppermint 
schnapps. It is the perfect holiday treat.

Courtesy of Chris Purchis 

Danny (Joe Bailey), George (Ryan 
Patrick Welsh) and Felice (Dani 
Cochrane) in the world premiere of the 
Williamston Theatre’s production of “A 
Very Williamston Christmas” by Robert 
Hawlmark.  

Williamston Theatre production pokes loving fun at holiday movies, Lansing area

“A Very Williamston 
Christmas”
Performances through Dec. 
23
8 p.m. Thursdays, Fridays
3 p.m. and 8 p.m. Saturdays
2 p.m. Sundays
Additional shows the week of 
Dec. 19: Wednesday at 3 p.m. 
and 8 p.m., Friday at 3 p.m.
Tickets start at $28 (senior, 
military and student 
discounts available)
Williamston Theatre, 122 S. 
Putnam St., Williamston
517-655-7469
williamstontheatre.org

Courtesy of Chris Purchis

Felice (Dani Cochrane) and her boss, 
Mr. Eared (Joe Bailey). Bailey plays 
multiple roles in “A Very Williamston 
Christmas,” including Mr. Eared; 
George’s father; George’s 8-year-old 
son, Danny, and Felice’s fiancé, Jack.

Review
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Wonderland of Lights - Thousands of lights cre-
ate an extraordinary holiday display! 5-8 p.m. 
Potter Park Zoo, 1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., 
Lansing. 517-483-4222. potterparkzoo.org.

Zaha Hadid Design: Untold - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & 
Edythe Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Monday, Dec. 12
50 over Fitness - The Meridian 50 Plus Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group exercises at Meridian 
Township Central Park Pavilion (Old Farmers 
Market) 9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. 
517-853-4600. meridian50plus.com. 

Fiber Circle at Charlotte Community Library - 
Social gathering for knitters, crocheters and 
stitchers of all ages and skill levels. 6 p.m. 
226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-8859. 
charlottelibrary.org.

Meaningful Mondays - Gather to nourish 

our spiritual selves as we send out love and 
prayers to the world. 8-9 p.m. Zoom meeting: 
838 6857 0593. Password: 182016. 517-641-6201.

“Mirari, the Way of the Marys” with Lucille 
Olson - 1:30 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. Pass-
word: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Perler Bead Party - 3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
366 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-
0901. lib.msu.edu.

Therapy Dogs at the Gast Business Library - 1 
p.m. 648 N. Shaw Lane #50, East Lansing. 517-
884-0901. lib.msu.edu

Tuesday, Dec. 13
Board Game Meet Up - Ages 18 and up. 6:30-
10:30 p.m. Spare Time Bowling Alley, 3101 E. 
Grand River Ave., Lansing.

Breakfast Amongst the Books - Enjoy free 
coffee and bagels while supplies last! 9 a.m. 
MSU Main Library, 366 W. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-0901. lib.msu.edu.

LET IT SNOW - Join us at Charlie’s for great 
food, drinks and painting! 6:30-9 p.m. Charlie’s 
Bar & Grill, 136 N. Main St., Perry. 517-625-
3323. charliesbarandgrille.com. 

Minecraft Mania! - Come out and join us for an 
evening of fun and friendly competition. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson 
St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org. 

On the Same Page Book Club - Grades 7 
through 12. Registration req. 6 p.m. Charlotte 
Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Char-
lotte. 517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

Preschool Family Storytime - Stories and 
literacy-enhancing activities for ages 1-6. 11 
a.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.
org. 

Pretty Woman - The Musical - 7:30 p.m. Cobb 
Great Hall, Wharton Center, 750 E. Shaw Lane, 
East Lansing. whartoncenter.com.

Story Hour at Charlotte Community Library 
- Adults drop off preschool-aged kids and 
stay in the library while the kids enjoy stories, 

songs and crafts. Registration req. 10 a.m. 
226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-8859. 
charlottelibrary.org.

Therapy Dogs - 7 p.m. MSU Main Library, 366 
W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-0901. lib.
msu.edu.

Therapy Dogs at the Gast Business Library - 1 
p.m. 648 N. Shaw Lane #50, East Lansing. 517-
884-0901. lib.msu.edu

Troubleshooting for Computers, Networks, & 
other Electronics - 4 p.m. Eaton Rapids Area 
District Library, 220 S. Main St., Eaton Rapids. 
eradl.org.

Watercolor Wonders - Take a study break and 
paint with us! Free and all are welcome. 6 p.m. 
MSU Main Library, 366 W. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-0901. lib.msu.edu.

WHARTON CENTER  |  FAIRCHILD THEATRE  |  MURRAY HALL  |  COOK RECITAL HALL

see more events at music.msu.edu

Sat. Dec. 17, 2022, 8:00 p.m.
FAIRCHILD THEATRE, MSU AUDITORIUM

Telling the StoryTelling the Story

by Bach & Saint-Saëns
Sat. Dec. 10, 2022, 8:00 p.m.
COBB GREAT HALL, WHARTON CENTER

‘Tis the Season for Music
    MSU FEDERAL CREDIT UNION SHOWCASE SERIES

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 20

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 20

Events
from page 23
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Van Gogh and other famous 
artists prints on rain capes, 
scarves, gloves, umbrellas, 
stationery, jewelry & more!

KATALYST GALLERY • 1214 Turner St. • Old Town • Lansing • (517) 708.8916

Fun & Functional
Kitchen Gear

KATALYST GALLERY

Fine Art
Jewelry

Shop in a relaxed atmosphere and find truly unique
items for everyone on your gift giving list!
Wall Clocks

Great Assortment of 
Everyday & Holiday

Candles, Lotion, Soap, and Perfume

Several 
styles of 
capes & 
scarves

KATALYST GALLERY20% OFF
Clip this coupon to present at checkout 

and receive 20% OFF one item.
*coupon not valid on consigned art. Exp 1/31/23

We 
represent

over 
300 

LOCAL
ARTISTS!

Stocking
stuffers
galore!
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo 
St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food 
Network’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style 
classics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. 
We’ve got the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, 
exotic fare, like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. 

Meat Southern 
BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, 
sides including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 
18 rotating taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft 
cocktails. We cater, too!

By ARI LEVAUX
A sauce called “Magma” made its de-

but at Thanksgiving dinner this year. 
As guests passed the sauce around the 
table, the revelers quickly noticed its 
power and utility. The crimson emulsion 
was like a second gravy for the turkey. Its 
sweet pungency enhanced the stuffing, 
which sounds impossible, but it’s true. 
The potatoes, dressed in red, became all 
the more delectable, and the Midwest-
ern casserole became downright edible. 
Someone at the table dubbed it “red 
mayonnaise,” because it improved every-
thing it touched. After the meal, there 
were so many leftovers that the hosts 
handed out full takeout containers to the 
departing guests. But they kept the scant 
remains of the Magma in a takeout con-
tainer for themselves.

Like its namesake, Magma sauce 
comes from the earth, but the surface, 
rather than the depths where true 
molten lava originates. Forged from 
roasted red peppers and baked squash, 
Magma imparts the sweetness of both, 
with a near-piquant undertone that 
makes you cringe like you’re about to 
get slapped but doesn’t deliver. Instead, 
you get kissed, with a lipstick-red mark 
possibly left on your face. There are a 
few extra seasonings, but the peppers 
and squash dominate, and there is no 
need to complicate matters.

We owe the existence of Magma 
sauce to an arrangement my kids have 
with a local farmer. They sell his excess 

produce in a roadside stand and split 
the money. This year, after bringing 
home a literal truckload of squash and 
peppers, winter came unseasonably 
early. The icy conditions made it im-
possible to put the stand out. After six 
weeks of waiting for autumn to regress 
from the clutches of winter, we threw 
in the towel and donated the produce 
to the local homeless shelter in time for 
Thanksgiving. I hung onto a couple of 
boxes of each for personal use.

On Thanksgiving morning, while my 

son made an angel food cake, I roasted 
red and yellow peppers and baked an 
orange kabocha squash that goes by 
the name Sunshine. I peeled the blis-
tered peppers and scooped the squash 
flesh, combining these two ingredients 
in the blender with olive oil, garlic, salt 
and some thyme.

The resulting puree was thick, and 
after some time in the fridge, it grew 
downright stiff. It turns out that both 
squash and peppers contain pectin, a 
carbohydrate that jam makers use to 
thicken their product. Jeopardizing my 
precious Thanksgiving belly-space, I 
began eating my creation, heavily gar-
nished with cilantro and green onions. 
I spooned it down like soup, not at all 
regretting the turkey I was forsaking. 
It was like eating a salad in a bowl of 
thick dressing, so tangy from the bell 
peppers that it didn’t need acid.

The day after Thanksgiving, I made 
another batch, this time with some hot 
peppers. I spooned this red mayo upon 
scrambled eggs, where it looked and 
tasted like salsa despite having no to-
matoes. I tried some on pasta, where it 
was like a creamy marinara.

Since we had some leftover yolks 
from my son’s angel food cake, I made 

mayonnaise and folded in some Mag-
ma. Although it was now a true red 
mayo, it had less charm than the orig-
inal. The oil and yolks dulled the raw, 
vegetal flavors, and the original version 
was thick enough, thanks to the pectin. 
After an hour in the fridge, the Mag-
ma is even thicker, so solid you can’t 
pour it. You have to scoop it like pud-
ding. And unlike its namesake, Magma 
sauce stays red, even when cool.

Magma Sauce
The quantities listed here will make 

about a quart of Magma. As a soup, it 
serves four. As a sauce, a few more.

One 3-pound kabocha squash (or 
similar starchy, winter squash)
8 bell peppers, red or yellow (the 
flavor is good with both, but the color 
is better with red)
Optional: some hot peppers if you 
want more fire in the Magma
4 large garlic cloves
4 tablespoons olive oil
1 teaspoon thyme or oregano
1 teaspoon salt; more to taste

Preheat the oven to 375 degrees. Cut 
the squash in half, scoop out the seeds 
and lay the halves down on a baking 
pan. Cook until soft enough to squeeze 
from the outside, about 45 minutes. 
On a separate pan, roast the peppers, 
turning once or twice so they blister on 
both sides. Remove them after about 
30 minutes, or when they are com-
pletely blistered and collapsed. At the 
same time, roast the garlic in the olive 
oil in a small oven-safe dish until soft 
— about 30 minutes.

Allow the roasted ingredients to cool. 
Peel the peppers as best you can — it’s 
okay if some bits of skin remain — and 
scrape out the seeds. Scoop out the 
flesh from the squash. Add the squash, 
peppers, garlic and olive oil, salt and 
thyme to a blender. Puree. Season with 
more salt if necessary. Puree again.

Your Magma sauce is now ready. Let 
the eruption of flavors begin.

34 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • February 23, 2022

See Flash, Page 35  
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AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

An eruption of flavor

Ari LeVaux

Magma sauce, pictured here over pasta, is the polymath of condiments. It adds 
delicious flavor to any dish and is also delectable on its own as a soup.
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WingsWings
Caterer/Catering ServiceCaterer/Catering Service

Thank you for            Thank you for            
Voting Us the Best! Voting Us the Best! 

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best Tacos Best Tacos 
Best Caterer /  Best Caterer /  
Catering ServiceCatering Service2022

2417 E. Kalamazoo
Lansing, MI 48912

(517) 993-5988
www.eastsidefishfry.com

Locally Owned and Operated 
Since 2012

Featured 
on:

BUY ANY
DINNER

GET 2ND

DINNER
50% OFF
One per customer

Expires 12/31/2022

Try ourTry our
Fish, Burgers & SteakFish, Burgers & Steak
Fresh off the Grill!Fresh off the Grill!

Monday-Thursday 11AM-10PM
Friday 11AM-10:45PM

Saturday 11AM-10:30PM
Sunday 11AM-9PM

300 N. CLIPPERT STREET, SUITE 17 
LANSING, MI 48912 • 517.203.0096

Buy One 
Dinner
GET ONE 
½ OFF!

A special just for you!

Full Menu Available

for Pick Up & 

Delivery

By LIZY FERGUSON 
Downtown East Lansing is my 

personal nightmare. Having grown 
up wandering its 
relative quaintness, 
I find its new scale 
and congestion 
more than a little 
off-putting. Add 
to that my innate 
agoraphobic ten-
dencies that found 
full flourish during 
the height of the 
pandemic, and you 
have my justification 
for having my order 
from Charlie Kang’s 
DoorDashed. 

One of the few 
remaining famil-
iar sights, Charlie 
Kang’s is actually familiar in name 
only, for they have fully renovated 
and changed their signage. If I’m be-
ing honest, I don’t even know where 
I would park to gain entry. Is the 
weird, Tiffany-blue statue even out 
back anymore? I digress. We’re here 
to talk about noodles!

Though Charlie Kang’s has changed 
its appearance, its menu remains 
consistent: a huge variety of op-
tions ranging from Chinese restau-
rant greatest hits to more traditional 

dishes as well as a large selection of 
Korean food. There is a whole section 
of the menu devoted to noodles, and 
it is here that I reacquainted myself 

with an old favorite: 
ho fun noodles with 
chicken. 

I have distinct mem-
ories of a bleak winter, 
many years ago, when 
I was unemployed and 
trying to spend as lit-
tle money as possible. 
Every once in a while, 

I would allow myself this 
dish when I felt my spirit 
really needed bolstering. 
I think of it as a Chinese 
spin on chicken noodle 
soup with its in-kind 
ability to comfort, cure 
and restore.

In place of broth, there is gravy. 
That’s the word used on the menu, and 
I think it’s apt as it reminds me, in a 
delicious way, of what would be ladled 
on mashed potatoes at a good diner. It’s 
savory and salty and intensely crave-
able. Tasting of shiitake mushrooms, 
garlic, sesame oil and white pepper, it’s 
a musky sauce befitting of that which it 
generously coats. 

The noodles are very special. They 
are cut about an inch wide, with con-
siderable depth, and to this day I find 

it hard to believe 
they are rice noo-
dles due to their 
luscious, chewy 
texture, the struc-
ture of which 
I would have 
thought only glu-
ten molecules 
could support. 
The few points of 
comparison I can 
summon would 
be the egg noo-
dles served with 
beef stroganoff or the sheets of pasta 
in lasagna. 

Adding to this already tasty tableau 
are pieces of juicy, white meat chick-
en (other protein options available) as 
well as crisp carrots, pea pods, broc-
coli and baby bok choy, which collects 
the sauce between its small, steamed 
leaves and will have you searching 
through the noodles for more. There 
used to be pieces of shiitake through-
out, which I missed, but as their flavor 
still sings through the sauce, I wasn’t 
too disappointed. 

I am happy to see Charlie Kang’s 
continue to thrive and offer the reli-
ably tasty food I remember, and I will 
continue to support them from afar, 
adding their truly top-shelf to-go con-
tainers to my impressive collection.

City Pulse • March 9, 2022 www.lansingcitypulse.com 35

The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Ho fun with chicken
$10.99

Charlie Kang’s Chinese & 
Korean Cuisine

109 E. Grand River Ave., 
East Lansing

Through East Lansing’s changes, 
Charlie Kang’s stands strong

Lizy Ferguson 

Ho fun noodles with chicken and vegetables slathered in an 
umami gravy sauce.
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The holidays are here.

Come explore our gift selection.

The holidays are here.

Come explore our gift selection.


