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When the phone rang over a decade 
ago, the furthest thing from the mind 
of Pastor Coye Bouyer of the Kingdom 
Life Church was encumbering his small 
congregation with a mortgage and a 
decaying piece of property on Lansing’s 
south side. 

But that’s exactly what his mentor 
from Jackson was proposing.

“One day he sees this piece of prop-
erty, he calls me up, he says, “Son, 
God wants you to have this property,’” 
Bouyer recounted over coffee.

“And I said, ‘You what?’” He chuck-
led. But he also didn’t ignore the mes-
sage. He called the real estate agent 
representing the owners of the old Ma-
ple Grove Elementary School, 6031 S. 
Martin Luther King Blvd. in Lansing. 
It has been sitting vacant since 2006, 
when the school district closed it. Van-
dals spray-painted profanity on the 
walls and smashed windows.

The asking price for the property was 
$300,000.

“God’s not talking to me,” Bouyer 
said of the cost.

Forward to 2012. The same real 
estate agent called Bouyer about the 
availability of a former church. The 
asking price was $1 million — again, 
too much.

But he inquired about Maple Grove 
Elementary. The agent said it was going 
up to auction soon, and would likely go 
for $100,000 maybe even $75,000.

“Now God’s talking to me,” he said. 
He and his wife drove to Grand Rap-

ids to attend the auction. They were 
the only buyers in the room. The auc-
tioneer held the auction hoping anoth-
er bidder would show up. That second 
bidder didn’t, and Bouyer got it for 
$75,000. 

Now, though, in 2023, the old school 
has been put back on the tax rolls. 
Bouyer and his church are facing a 
$40,000-a-year tax bill, thanks to a 
crackdown in the City Assessor’s Office.

Scott Bean, a spokesperson for the 

city, said the shift of the property was 
not a surprise for the church.

“The 2023 Assessment of that prop-
erty is $521,000,” Bean said by email. 
“Most of that value is the land. The taxes 
to the Church will be approx. $40,000 
for the year (of which about $10,000 
goes to the City). They have been aware 
of the anticipated tax bill for 2023 since 
last winter. It was not unexpected, and 
all property owners in the city are ex-
pected to pay their assessment.”

The city assessor and the assessment 
review process determined that the 
property was not being used for reli-
gious purposes, despite being owned 
by a church.

Bouyer said he agrees it had not been 
used for religious purposes.

“We hadn’t been utilizing it at all. 
But part of that is COVID,” he said. 
“Nobody’s been gathering since 2020. 
So in some sense, there was nothing for 
us to do. Or if there was it, it was chal-
lenging.”

He said the church had been explor-
ing how to revitalize the property and 
remove the blighted building. But as 

a small church — the congregation 
is about 140 members and located at 
4303 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. —
remediating asbestos in the building 
was cost prohibitive, he said. The cost 
to tear the building down was “easily 
$360,000” or more, he said.

He also noted that the church was no-
tified of the revocation of its tax-exempt 
status on the property in winter 2022. 
The congregation couldn’t meet in the 
unsafe building, nor could it meet in the 
frigid cold and snow outdoors. He said 
he is planning religious services and ac-
tivities on the large green space where 
the building sits this summer.

City officials said the revocation of 
the tax-exempt status has an ironic 
upside. The church now qualifies for 
a host of development incentives that 
were previously off-limits. Those in-
centives can help them tear down the 
asbestos-riddled building and create 
something new on the plot.

“The Maple Grove Elementary School 
is a key site for the overall revitaliza-
tion of the S. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard Corridor,” wrote Aurelius 

Christian, a commercial development 
specialist at the Lansing Economic De-
velopment Corp. who is overseeing the 
MLK Corridor Improvement Authority.

“With efforts underway to identify 
a redevelopment strategy for Logan 
Square, redevelopment of vacant build-
ings further south along the corridor 
can bring a greater impact,” Christian 
said. “The change in the property’s tax-
able status will make it more possible 
for redevelopment to take place.”

Bouyer is not averse to developing 
the land and partnering with the city 
or independent developers. He said he 
would be “excited about resources to 
help assist at this point.” His concern, 
however, lies in his Christian faith.

“The minute I show up in certain 
places and say I’m a pastor or I’m a 
church, there are certain connotations 
that get attached to that where people 
don’t necessarily see me, they don’t see 
Coye,” he said. “I don’t really know what 
the city’s motives are. I don’t know what 
the developer’s motives are. I do know 
this: Usually, people do something to 
make money.”

In January, Bouyer said he wanted to 
turn the property into a park and green 
space. He is now entertaining the idea 
of developing housing on the site along 
with retail. But any development has to 
fit into not only his biblical perspective 
but his ethics. He also said the devel-
opment ultimately has to benefit the 
community.

Bouyer said returned from Dallas af-
ter training for the ministry because he 
wanted to give back to the community 
that had given him so much.

He said the ultimate fate of it is in 
God’s hands, and that makes him se-
cure.

“I don’t have to figure stuff out,” he 
said. “I gotta just say, ‘All right, God, 
either you want us to hold onto it for 
a season, and now that season is up 
because you didn’t want someone else 
to have it, but now it’s time for this to 
have the property. Or, God is like, ‘It’s 
just not time yet. Just trust me. Keep 
walking faithfully.’”

— TODD HEYOOD
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Property tax bill for church may have silver lining

Todd Heywood/City Pulse 

Pastor Coye Bouyer poses in front of a mural that decorates part of the former 
Maple Grove Elementary School. Bouyer’s congregation at Kingdom Life Church of 
Lansing bought the school in 2012. It has continued to fall into disrepair and is often 
the site of sexually explicit images and language. 

Southside congregation
eligible for funds to fix up
Maple Grove Elementary
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

BY NICOLE NOECHEL

The Michigan State University Department of Police and 
Public Safety released more information about the Feb. 13 
shooting. The investigation preliminarily determined that An-
thony McRae, 43, had no conclusive motive for targeting the 
school. Investigators searched his electronic devices and believe 

he acted alone. McRae was 
found with two weapons at 
the time of his death: a Hi-
Point C-9 9mm handgun and 
a Taurus G3 9mm handgun. 
The Taurus was loaded with 
13 rounds in the magazine 
and one in the chamber, and 
the Hi-Point was loaded with 
nine rounds in the magazine 

and one in the chamber when they were recovered. Both were 
legally purchased but unregistered. McRae only used the Taurus 
handgun on the night of the shooting. Police also recovered an 
extra loaded magazine for the Taurus from McRae’s coat and 10 
extra magazines for the Hi-Point and 136 rounds of loose ammu-
nition from his backpack. No other weapons were found at his 
residence. Fourteen shell casings were found in Berkey Hall, three 
were found in the MSU Union and one was found outside of the 
Human Ecology Building. Investigators believe McRae fired one 
shot outside while walking from Berkey Hall to the Union but 
did not injure anyone. The investigation also found that McRae’s 
blood alcohol level was .04% at the time of his death, half of 
Michigan’s drunk-driving limit, and he had THC in his system. 

An eight-page document revealed a plan to restructure 
the East Lansing city government. The plan would move re-
sources and staff from the de-
partments of Planning, Building 
& Development and Parks, Rec-
reation & Arts to a new Depart-
ment of Culture, Equity & Place-
making under the Department 
of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion, 
overseen by DEI Director Elaine 
Hardy. On top of her secretary 
and a potential part-time employee proposed in the city’s bud-
get for this year, Hardy would oversee eight staffers. The plan-
ning and parks departments would shrink, and all arts decisions 
would be made by the new department. The new department 
would consider “which groups of people a problem affects and 
how it affects them and, subsequently, develop meaningful solu-
tions that balance economic, environmental, and social needs of 
the East Lansing community.” It’s not known when the document 
was drafted or who drafted it, but it was called into question af-
ter an “anonymous public servant” delivered a complaint letter to 
city staffers alleging, among other things, that Hardy and May-
or Ron Bacon overstepped their job duties and had too much of 
a hand in the city’s day-to-day operations, causing city officials 
to resign. At least 10 department heads or assistant heads have 
resigned this year, four of them from the planning department. 
The City Council approved an independent investigation of the 
complaint letter. 

Former Ingham County Prosecutor Carol Siemon’s sen-
tencing stipulation on juvenile crimes is shortening offend-

ers’ prison time. Last summer, the Mich-
igan Supreme Court ruled that juveniles 
cannot automatically be sentenced to life 
in prison. Under the ruling, prosecutors 
can still argue that a life term is necessary. 
However, in December, Siemon signed 
a binding stipulation that prosecutors 
would not seek life in prison for juveniles. 
Since then, those who were sentenced to 
life in prison in Ingham County as juve-
niles have received lower sentences at re-
sentencing hearings, like 41-year-old Terrence Lee Taylor, who 
killed one person and injured two others in a knife attack when 
he was 18. He was originally sentenced to life in prison but was 
resentenced and given 35 to 60 years. His victims’ families were 
outraged, not knowing about Siemon’s rule until 17 days before 
the hearing, even though they were required to be informed of 
it by the Crime Victims Rights Act. Ingham County Prosecutor 
John Dewane said he will consult with victims’ families and con-
sider each case individually in the future.

Developers have begun work on a $33 million affordable 
housing development in the Stadium District, the Lansing 
State Journal reported. The developer, Ohio-based Pivotal 
Communities, and the general contractor, Grand Rapids-based 
Orion Construction, said the two 66-unit apartment buildings, 
Stadium North Lofts and Stadium North Senior Lofts, should 

be completed in spring 
2024. They will be lo-
cated at the site of the 
former Lansing Dairy 
Co. at North Cedar and 
Erie streets, a few blocks 
north of Jackson Field. 
Stadium North Lofts will 

offer one-, two- and three-bedroom apartments, while Stadium 
North Senior Lofts, for residents 55 and older, will offer one- and 
two-bedroom units. The apartments will include a community 
room with a kitchen and dining area, as well as a lounge area. The 
companies did not specify what the rent will be but said resident 
qualification will be determined by federal income guidelines.

Lansing City Council unan-
imously voted to approve a 
four-year contract between 
the city and its firefighters’ 
union, the Lansing State Jour-
nal reported. The contract, 
which runs through June 30, 
2026, funds four new positions 
in the Lansing Fire Department 
and increases salaries for all staff by 3% in the first year, retro-
active to July 1, 2022, and 2% in the second, third and fourth 
years. Applications for a firefighter trainee, EMT and paramed-
ic were posted April 25. The contract also revises promotions to 
be more merit-based than seniority-based. Assistant Fire Chief 
Michael Tobin said the contract makes Lansing a “destination 
department” but noted it has 18 open positions. In the fall, there 
are expected to be 30 open positions due to retirements. He asks 
anyone interested to apply.
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our weekly 
look at some of the seedier properties in 
Lansing. It rotates with Eye Candy of the 
Week and Eye for Design. Have a sug-
gestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com 
or call in a nomination to (517) 999-6704.

5141 S. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd., Lansing

The former Metro Bowl building 
may have played host to a cornuco-
pia of memories since it was built in 
1960, but now it is a shell. The front 
doors are boarded up and signage 
is stripped to reveal its guts. On the 
upper part of the south side of the 
building are holes exposing the in-
terior to the elements. 

City spokesperson Scott Bean 
said the property was in “deplorable 
condition.” A dumpster delivery 
service is operating at the back end 
of the property, behind a tall fence. 
Bean said there are no zoning or 
other violations with the business 
being there. 

It swallows up 5.43 acres, main-
ly with a sea of crumbling asphalt 
parking. 

The owner is Property Ventures 
of Lansing LLC. The address on city 
property records is a collision repair 
shop on Lake Lansing Road. A visit 
by City Pulse left employees of the 
business scratching their heads be-
cause they had no idea who owned 
the property or why it was listed as 
the collision shop.

According to an online history 
of local bowling alleys, Metro Bowl 
opened in 1959 and closed in 2015.

— TODD HEYWOOD
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The most popular criticism of President Biden is that he is too old to lead a 
country where it is often illegal to ask the age of an individual who is applying 
for a job.  You can swim in the irony. It is fair to consider whether an individ-
ual is fit for the requirements of a job. It is not fair to base that fitness on age 
alone. To do so defines ageism. And it’s wrong. 

Last week, Nikki Haley said that it was a sure thing that Biden would die in 
office if reelected. Never mind that the average 80-year-old will live as long 
as 9.6 years longer, by one estimation. (Some will be vital the entire time.) It’s 
ghoulish fear-mongering to suggest that incompetence and death are certain 
in one’s ninth decade. Rupert 
Murdoch and Warren Buffett 
are 92 and still leaders in their 
fields. At 97, John Kander re-
cently completed the score for 
his 16th Broadway musical.

Age alone does not qualify 
or disqualify a person from a 
job. Age does not determine 
fitness for a job. (Nor does 
gender, sexuality, race, eth-
nicity, hair or eye color.) One 
must look at the job require-
ments and the ability of an 
individual to meet those re-
quirements. 

Aging can put one at a higher risk for certain physical challenges. It is fair 
to consider that risk, with the understanding that risk does not imply cer-
tainty. President Biden shows some physical signs of aging. He has a halting 
gate due to spinal arthritis. That stiffness makes him appear 
“old,” but it does not affect on his cognitive abilities or his po-
litical acumen, which arguably are more important to consid-
er in a presidential candidate. Franklin Roosevelt, who wore 
leg braces and needed assistance to walk, was elected four 
times, led the country out of the Great Depression and also 
through most of World War II. His gait did not deter him. 

John Dickerson, a journalist and presidential historian, suggests that the 
presidency should be looked at as an organization. It is the administration 
that is put in place by the president that runs the country. Within that con-
text, it is cabinet appointments, policy priorities and chief advisers that de-
termine the arc of the country.  Management ability is key. Good leaders 
are focused but flexible enough to meet unexpected events like an internal 
or external attack, a natural disaster, a pandemic. Good leaders get advice 
from diverse and well-informed advisers. They see a different point of view 
as helpful to making good decisions. They hold themselves accountable and 
learn from their mistakes. Those characteristics are not specific to any age 
group.

The bully pulpit comes with the job. Persuasiveness is critical to the role. 

More than just being a good orator (which is helpful), a successful president 
knows how to read the public. They know when to approach “the people” to 
bring public opinion to the fore. They also know when to work quietly behind 
the scenes to get the job done. 

A president must also persuade the leaders of other countries to become al-
lies in issues that affect the entire world. Our country’s power helps, but power 
alone does not ensure cooperation or loyalty; more important is trust and de-
pendability. Persuasiveness might be helped by experience, but it is not deter-
mined by age.

Political skill is also core to the success of a pres-
ident. Among other things, it’s the ability to run a 
campaign that appeals to the public and, also, an ad-
ministration that can cut a deal with the opposition 
to achieve progress. It’s a familiarity with the rules of 
the system and the people within it. It’s about not let-
ting the perfect get in the way of progress. It’s about 
achieving victories without creating enemies. A good 
politician can comfortably “walk softly and carry a big 
stick.” It is not a skill dependent on age. 

Temperament matters. There will be unscheduled 
crises to deal with as president. How they are ad-
dressed is a function of temperament. A good presi-
dent will not add to the chaos of a crisis, but rather 
respond with steadiness and resolve.

Management ability, persuasiveness, political skill 
and temperament are the key characteristics of leadership, suggests Dicker-
son. Great presidents are great leaders. They often have great flaws to boot; 
that is the nature of greatness. 

Aging is not a flaw. Age does not determine the effec-
tiveness of a leader. Suggesting otherwise is an attempt to 
distract citizens from focusing on Biden’s record, which is 
accomplished. Additionally, it’s an insult to assume that 
the 11 million people in our country who are past the age 
of 80 are no longer capable of being productive. 

It is an unfortunate fact that the majority of our citizens think that Joe 
Biden is “too old” to be president. It’s a prejudice based on bias, not fact. Many 
of the same people who supported Bernie Sanders, one year older than Biden, 
or Donald Trump, four years younger, find Biden’s age a problem. It appears 
that age is a problem when it is convenient. 

In the 2007 presidential election campaign event, Republican candidate 
John McCain deflected a racist attack from the audience on Barack Obama, 
saying his opponent was a “decent person and a family man.” McCain went
on to disagree with Obama on issues. There are plenty of issues that threaten 
our country; it would benefit the country to talk about the environment, civil 
rights, public safety, education, housing, poverty, and how to achieve peace. 
The country is best served when leaders are chosen based on their positions, 
and skills.  Age is a red herring that distracts us from that task.

Have something to say about a local issue or            
an item that appeared in our pages? 
Now you have two ways to sound off:

   Write a letter to the editor.
• E-mail: letters@ lansingcitypulse.com  
• Snail mail: City Pulse, 1905 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48912  
• At lansingcitypulse.com

    Write a guest column. 
Contact Berl Schwartz for more information: publisher@
lansingcitypulse.com or (517) 999-5061. (Please include your name, 
address and telephone number so we can reach you. Keep letters 
to 250 words or fewer. City Pulse reserves the right to edit letters 
and columns.)
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Lansing Board of Water & Light 
general manager Dick Peffley is start-
ing to have some real problems on his 
hands, even though he refuses to look 
down and acknowledge that he’s still 
holding them.

State environmental records 
released in January revealed that 
Peffley has known for nearly two 
years about dangerous chemical 
contamination leaking from the large 
toxic coal ash ponds that surround 
the Erickson Power Station in Delta 
Township — which for decades may 
have also poisoned nearby drinking 
water supplies feeding private wells 
and municipal systems.

High levels of lithium, boron, TDS 
and molybdenum have been leaching 
from the three ponds since 2020 and 
still neither BWL nor state regulators 
knows how long the problem has 
existed — though the plant, which is 
off Canal Road in Eaton County, has 
operated the ponds since 1974. 

When City Pulse broke that news, 
Peffley and his PR team quickly 
jumped into action — except the 
damage control wasn’t centered on 
assessing environmental and public 
health risks. Instead, it was about 
protecting BWL’s public image.

And that’s simply not the type 
of leadership we need at a publicly 
owned utility company. 

In a January op-ed, Peffley attacked 
City Pulse’s credibility for sounding 
the alarm about the potential for con-
taminated groundwater and drink-
ing water supplies — even outright 
denying that drinking water could 
be contaminated despite experts 
who have suggested otherwise. The 
experts similarly poured cold water 
on BWL’s latest contention that the 
pollution is occurring naturally 

Groundwater feeds drinking water 
supplies. At best, it was unclear then 
whether contaminated groundwater 
was reaching drinking water drawn 
by wells. Meanwhile, utility docu-
ments didn’t show any plans to test 
drinking water and BWL spokes-
woman Amy Adamy was too busy 

building a media firewall around 
Peffley and other top executives 
to answer our questions. She has 
learned well from longtime Lansing 
public relations practitioner Steve 
Serkaian, executive director of public 
affairs at BWL and a holdover from 
the Bernero days.

Instead of an interview, Peffley 
responded only in a polished op-ed 
in which he repeatedly questioned 
assessments from environmental ex-
perts and insisted that drinking water 
is safe and that BWL’s water supplies 
continue to “meet or exceed” all reg-
ulatory safety 
standards.

While tech-
nically true, 
his statements 
completely 
ignored the 
potential for contamination at dozens 
of private wells that provide drinking 
water for hundreds of people near 
Erickson. His statements also didn’t 
offer much acknowledgement that 
a problem even existed, much less 
explain why BWL officials seemed 
to have alerted nobody of the public 
health concerns.

About a month later, without hav-
ing directly addressed any problems, 
the PR campaign continued with the 
announcement that BWL had “proac-

tively” tested six drinking wells in the 
area. It was a sweetheart move for a 
utility company caught in the midst 
of a possible cover up.

Except, it wasn’t. BWL wasn’t pro-
actively doing anything.

The company, instead, had actually 
been ordered by state regulators to 
get a handle on the pollution situa-
tion. Moreover, those reactive results 
spelled out some really bad news: 

BWL only tested six wells. And all of 
them came back for potentially dan-
gerously high levels of boron.

That’s a six for six, Dick. 
Michigan doesn’t set health limits 

on boron in drinking water, though 
groundwater limits of 0.5 mg/L are 

in place. EPA 
also has an 
unenforceable 
“advisory” lim-
it of 6 mg/L 
for adults and 
3 mg/L for 

children. BWL’s well tests detected 
boron levels between 2.48 mg/L and 
4.17 mg/L.

Research shows that boron is 
harmful to plant life at lower levels. 
Boron has also been linked to devel-
opmental and reproductive toxici-
ty, low birth weight and shrunken 
testicles.

Peffley, apparently, hasn’t been 
drinking from those taps. His ballsy 
PR campaign only continues.

EPA documents showed that BWL 

claimed to be in compliance with 
federal coal ash rules, but experts said 
those rules were violated back in 2017 
when BWL failed to test for contam-
ination.

BWL has also repeatedly made 
claims about the investigation 
process that directly contradict 
statements from EGLE. In other in-
stances, Adamy and Peffley have only 
downplayed the issue.

Even BWL Board Chairman 
David Price — someone who should 
definitely be in the know — wasn’t 
informed of the contamination 
problems before January. He was 
told the ponds weren’t contaminating 
groundwater, which was also directly 
contradicted by regulatory docu-
ments.

And when presented with EGLE’s 
statements, Adamy has still insisted 
the agency is wrong.

Meanwhile, Peffley still claims to be 
“proactively” investigating the situa-
tion despite having known about the 
issue at the Erickson Power Station as 
early as April 2020, records showed.

While the state has ordered at least 
another 60 wells to be tested, BWL 
still doesn’t have a handle on the 
pollution plume’s size or location, 
how many drinking water wells are 
contaminated in the nearby vicinity 
or how long its neighbors have been 
sipping on and showering in boron 
water.

From Day One, BWL has not been 
forthcoming about this public health 
calamity — denying our reporters 
an opportunity to conduct basic 
interviews and then failing to answer 
several emailed questions. The latest 
PR tactic seems to be centered on 
simply ignoring City Pulse altogether 
and hoping the problem — or at least 
public awareness of the problem — 
just evaporates.

We’re reluctant to say this next 
statement given the inadequate lead-
ership also tied to his predecessor: 
But if Peffley and the rest of his team 
don’t start prioritizing public safety 
over their public image, then perhaps 
it’s time for him to seriously consider 
resigning from the post.

Maybe Peffley is the problem

Biden 
and ageism
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Get started today.
flagstar.com/welcome4home  |  517-715-4663

Let’s find a home loan 
that looks good on you.
Here are three ways we can help:
• Low or no down payment options
• Grants and gifts to help lower costs 
• Affordable payments

Equal Housing Lender  |  Member FDIC

Programs for qualified borrowers. All borrowers are subject to credit approval, underwriting approval, and product 
requirements including loan to value, credit score limits, and other lender terms and conditions. Fees and charges may vary by 
state and are subject to change without notice. Some restrictions may apply. Not a commitment to lend. Grants are limited and 
subject to change without notice. Recipients must meet program requirements and applicable restrictions. Homeownership 
education may be required.

‘Densifying’ neighborhoods through co-ops, co-housing and co-living
BY JOAN NELSON

I have been struck over the years at 
the depth of affection that former co-op 
members have for this home-sharing 
experience.

Ingham County Treasur-
er Alan Fox is typical. “My 
parents met as co-op mem-
bers at Berkeley,” he recently 
wrote. Referring to a co-op in 
East Lansing, he continued, 
“I lived in Hedrick House 
for two years, and my son 
followed our footsteps to a 
co-op in Ann Arbor.

“The values my family has 
shared across generations 
— working for the common 
good, listening to and under-
standing others’ viewpoints, respect for 
all we come in contact with — were nur-
tured by all of our individual experiences 
in co-op houses.” 

Co-ops are just one form of “shared-
use housing,” an admitted obsession 
of mine.  Forward-looking cities are 
gently “densifying” neighborhoods by 
encouraging boarding houses, granny 
flats, co-ops, duplexes, etc,. in areas 
previously zoned exclusively for sin-

gle-family homes. In Lansing, there’s a 
demographic mismatch in which 83% of 
Lansing’s residential districts are zoned 
exclusively single-family while fewer 
than 40% of households are actually 
single families. The focus of this month’s 

piece is on co-ops and other 
co-living models — some 
of the most interesting and 
dynamic types of shared 
housing today.

Co-ops: Co-ops in the U.S. 
date at least from the 1800s, 
when companies in cities 
such as New York and Boston 
would actually build coopera-
tive housing (of varying qual-
ity) for their workers.  

Most of Greater Lansing’s 
co-op experience has 
been with student co-
ops, located primarily 

in East Lansing near 
Michigan State University. Since the 
‘60s, thousands of young people have 
selected the generally more affordable 
and affable co-op life than other student 
housing options. Members in the 18 
houses owned by Spartan Housing Co-
op are expected to help run the five- to 

20-member households, learning about 
maintenance, upkeep, household financ-
es, co-operative living, shared ownership 
(yes, members are owners!), and shared 
governance. 

Young people are not the only can-
didates for co-ops.  Indeed, spreading 
rapidly across the country are boomer 
co-ops and senior co-housing communi-
ties. It seems that boomers are espe-
cially interested in living situations that 
combine privacy (one’s own room/bath/
etc.) with lots of common space and a 
built-in social support system. As 75 
million boomers consider how they can 
steer clear of nursing homes, co-ops and 
other forms of co-living space are attrac-
tive alternatives. Boomer co-ops have 
sprung up in Ann Arbor and Frankfurt; 
why not Lansing?

It bodes well that Spartan Housing 
Co-op (formerly Student Housing Coop-
erative Inc.) has expanded into Lansing 
in 2003, where they now manage two 
co-ops. Other Lansing co-living spaces 
include Genesee Gardens Co-housing on 
the west side, which is about to celebrate 
its 25th anniversary; and nearby Riven-
dell Co-op, which started even earlier.

Boomer or multi-generational co-ops 
in Lansing’s walkable, “15-minute neigh-
borhoods” would be a hugely welcome 
addition to our housing mix, offering 
affordability, connection with others and 
and a sense of community. And, having 
several more co-ops in Lansing would 
also introduce an alternative ownership 
structure to people interested in experi-
encing ‘home ownership’ via this unique 
and shared approach.

Co-living 
In other parts of the 

world (Denmark, Sweden), 
co-living has been a signifi-
cant part of the housing mix 
since the ‘70s.  

Inspired by co-housing 
in Europe, founders of the 
multi-generational Muir 
Commons of Davis, Califor-
nia, opened the first modern 
U.S.-based co-housing com-
munity in 1991.  Today, there are at least 
165 co-housing communities in the USA 
and many more in the planning stages.  

Co-living initiatives can be the size of 
a large house, an apartment building, 
or a city block. Builder Dave Muylle’s 
Cottage Lane on Leslie Street, with 
cottages oriented toward one another 
and well-designed outdoor gathering 
areas, is an eastside version of a co-living 
community. 

Co-living can be five boomers sharing 
a large house. Or, as has been happening 
on the coasts in recent years, it can be 
a large apartment building that houses 

hundreds. Distinct from apartments 
or condos with amenities, “co-living 
prioritizes the shared spaces of the 
house or building, both in terms of how 
much square footage the shared space 
is afforded, and how it is programmed,” 
writes Diana Lind in her book “Brave 
New Home.”  “While hosting a concert 
or yoga classes would be kind of weird 
in a regular apartment, public program-
ming is expected in a co-living space. 
Whereas most living situations offer 
plain shelter, co-living is intentionally 
focused on community building.”

Hannah Kopen, formerly of East Lan-
sing, recently moved to Los Angeles and 
says of moving into a co-housing space, 
“This is the best and most affordable 
way to form community right away in a 
new city.” 

Is it any wonder that co-living apart-
ments — with community as the selling 
point — are springing up in New York 
and L.A., drawing significant invest-
ment and emerging as a growing asset 
class?

While both co-ops and co-living are 
on the rise. there is a difference, as noted 
by Holly Jo Sparks, director of Spartan 
Housing Co-operative. “Co-living is 
about design and lifestyle intention; 
while cooperatives provide an approach 
to joint ownership, joint decision-mak-
ing and control,” Sparks pointed out.

My hope is that this and previous 
columns on various forms of shared-use 
housing will help spark conversation 
about how we might embolden the 
city to create a more inclusive zoning 
code — one that would encourage the 
development of diverse housing options 

to address our housing 
shortage. We clearly need 
to do something!  The 
Michigan State Housing 
Development Authori-
ty’s new statewide plan 
says that strategies for 
addressing low housing 
inventory should include 
more “missing middle 
housing,” including 

shared housing of the sort addressed 
in these columns.  Ditto from an 
about-to-be-released regional hous-
ing study conducted by Tri-County 
Regional Planning.

In this town, your ideas and opin-
ions count. Please do take a moment 
to share them with Andy Fedewa, 
Lansing’s principal planner, who is 
gathering feedback on the current zon-
ing code. He can be reached at Andrew.
Fedewa@lansingmi.gov. 

(Joan Nelson, the former executive di-
rector of the Allen Neighborhood Center, 
writes this column monthly.)

Spartan Housing 
Cooperative
50th anniversary reunion
Potter Park 
3-6 p.m Saturday, May 13
RSVP: givebutter.
com/50yearsofshc
Donations welcome
(517) 355-8313

Opinion
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CITY OF LANSING
SUMMARY OF

ADOPTED ORDINANCE # 1313
 
An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend the Lansing Codified Ordinances 
by amending Chapter 206, Section 206.16 to increase the maximum contract amount for 
which a Lansing-based bidder has an opportunity to match the lowest bid from a 
non-Lansing based business.

Effective date: Upon Publication

Notice:  The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City Clerk’s
Office, 9th Floor, City Hall, Lansing, Michigan. A copy of the full text of 
this Ordinance may be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 9th Floor, 
City Hall, Lansing, Michigan at a fee determined by City Council.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#23-104

CITY OF LANSING
SUMMARY OF

ADOPTED ORDINANCE # 1314
 
An Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend the Lansing Codified Ordinances 
by amending Chapter 812, Section 812.02 to increase the number of members of the 
Principal Shopping District Board from eight to nine and clarify the requirements for board 
composition.  

Effective date: Upon Publication

Notice: The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City Clerk’s Office, 9th 
Floor, City Hall, Lansing, Michigan. A copy of the full text of this Ordinance may be obtained 
from the City Clerk’s Office, 9th Floor, City Hall, Lansing, Michigan at a fee determined by 
City Council.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#23-105

As mid-Michigan Congresswoman 
Elissa Slotkin grooves a path toward 
the Democrats’ U.S. 
Senate nomination next 
year, it’s only natural to 
scratch your head and 
wonder, “Whom do the 
Republicans have?”

Not much of anyone. 
It is only May of 

the off year. If you’re a 
Republican, not having a 
quality candidate at this 
point shouldn’t rattle you. 
John James announced his run against 
U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow in July 2017, 
and he mounted a quality campaign.

James’ primary opponent that year, 
Sandy Pensler, announced her run 
months later.

Self-funded Republican candidates 
grow on trees. Like Kevin Rinke or Per-
ry Johnson, they can suddenly appear 
and become instantly viable the second 
everyone realizes how wealthy they are.

Republicans should be rattled for 
other reasons. For starters, why doesn’t 
anyone in office or recently out of office 
want to run for one of the most highly 
sought positions in government?

On the Democratic side, nearly every 
elected official from lieutenant governor 
down to state representative gave it a 
sniff.

On the Republican side, the only 
elected official of note to toy around 
with the idea was former Secretary 
of State Ruth Johnson, now a state 
senator, and her goal was to blow up her 
successor, Jocelyn Benson.

It’s like 2020 again, when a larg-
er-than-necessary grab bag of self-
funders and quixotical ideologues 
ran with either no money, no base of 
support, or both. The candidate the 
“establishment” picked, former Detroit 
Police Chief James Craig, was so lazy 
and in over his head, he didn’t even 
make the ballot.

Where was Candice Miller? Bill 
Schuette? Mike Cox? Fred Upton? Mike 
Rogers? Anybody who had actually won 
something before? Nowhere to be found.

Where are they in 2023-‘24? No-
where to be found.

Craig is allegedly back with a group 
of D.C. consultants, but he starts with 
nothing but a trail of political disap-
pointment and rumors of personal vices 
that allegedly caused his consultants 
to leave him. Craig doesn’t even have 
Tucker Carlson around to give him 
primetime air on Fox News.

Lisa McClain, a congresswoman from 
Macomb County, isn’t positioning her-
self for anything. Schuette is cheering 
for his son, state Rep. Bill G. Schuette. 
U.S. Rep. Bill Huizenga has his eyes on 
a House chairmanship, and his House 
colleagues are, likewise, working their 
way up the seniority ladder.

Former U.S. Rep. Peter Meijer, taken 
out by the “grassroots” for a carpetbag-
ger and Donald Trump put-up, an-
nounced Tuesday that he has “officially 
started the next chapter” of his life. He’s 
a dad.

There’s state Board of Education 
member Nikki Snyder, I suppose. She 
figured out how to fail at getting valid 
signatures as a congressional candidate 
before COVID was an excuse.

Have you ever heard of Michael 
Hoover? He has the touch and feel of 
Ralph Rebandt or Jim Himes. If those 
names aren’t familiar, you get my point.

The new name is John Tuttle, the vice 
chair of the New York Stock Exchange, 
a Southeast Michigan native who served 
in George W. Bush’s administration 
before joining the world’s largest stock 
market in 2007.

According to Politico, he’s interested 
in running for the U.S. Senate. He has 
kept a home in Michigan. He splits his 
time between here and the East Coast. 

Does he sound like someone who can 
relate to the hand-to-mouth, work-
ing-class, Trumpian grassroots who now 
run the Michigan Republican Party?

Sounds like someone who’s bound to 
be labeled a “RINO,” to me.

Then again, everyone is a RINO in the 
fractious Republican Party nowadays. 
The Kristina Karamo/Matt DePerno 
split is so deep that people are coming 
to blows. Did the Ryan Kelley/Garrett 
Soldano split ever heal?

Former MI-GOP Chair Ron Weiser 
wants nothing to do with any of it any-
more. Traditional Republican donors 
are giving directly to legislative caucuses 
now.

When you get down to it, the fact that 
Republicans don’t have a quality U.S. 
Senate candidate at this point is the 
least of their problems. 

This is a rudderless ship with a crew 
that’s turned on each other so many 
times, it’s hard to even know who is on 
board.

If you’re a Republican, that should 
have you rattled.

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol 
news service MIRS at melinnky@gmail.
com.)

POLITICS

Opinion

GOP has more problems than
the lack of a quality candidate

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF LANSING
NOTICE OF POSTED MEETING MINUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that all meeting minutes for the Charter Township of Lansing are 
posted to and available on the Township’s website at www.lansingtownship.org . Meeting 
minutes may also be obtained by emailing dptyclerk@lansingtownship.org .

Meeting minutes are also posted in, and available for inspection at, the office of the Township 
Clerk (located at 3209 W. Michigan Avenue, Lansing, Michigan) during normal business 
hours.

Maggie Sanders, Supervisor
Cortney Lightheart, Clerk

CP#22-276

Public Notice

The Ingham County Land Bank is requesting proposals from General Contractors to bid 
the construction of 1 two-story building containing 5 two-bedroom Condominium 
Units to be located in Lansing, MI.  The Request for Proposal packet is available May 3, 
2023 at the Ingham County Land Bank, 3024 Turner St, Lansing, MI, 48906, 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 pm Monday-Friday or at www.inghamlandbank.org/contractors. Responses are due at 
the Land Bank office by 10 a.m. on June 2, 2023 and will be opened at that time. The 
Ingham County Land Bank is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer. Women- and 
Minority-Owned Businesses are encouraged to apply. RFP#: General Contractor 6-2-23.

CP#23-106



City Pulse • May 3, 2023  www.lansingcitypulse.com 9

From med school to the stage
Mehreen Jamil checks an item off her bucket list
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

By TODD HEYWOOD
While she was an undergraduate at 

the University of Michigan, Mehreen 
Jamil, 27, took a theater class. She fell 
in love with the art form and added 
performing in a show to her bucket list.

“From that point, I was just like, 
‘Oh, if I could do anything, like any 
community theater, I would love to,’” 
she said.

But she’s a medical student at Mich-
igan State University now, and her 
time is beyond tight. Soon, she’ll start 
working at a hospital, suctioning up 
even more of her time. Luckily for her, 
however, a chance conversation be-
tween her mother and Riverwalk The-
atre director Brian Farnum opened 
doors for her — in schedule and op-
portunity. 

When they met, 
“He gave me a tour 
of Riverwalk, and I 
fell in love with it. 
I was looking for 
that community af-
ter COVID,” Jamil 
said. 

She discovered 
that her period of 
downtime before 
starting the ardu-
ous third year of 
medical school coincided with Riv-
erwalk’s production of “Peter and the 
Starcatcher.” She decided to audition 
and was cast in a few roles. 

“Peter and the Starcatcher” is the 
imagined origin story of Peter Pan and 
Captain Hook. Riverwalk says the Tony 
Award-winning show upends “the cen-
tury-old story of how a miserable or-
phan comes to be ‘the boy who would 
not grow up’ (aka Peter Pan). A wild-
ly theatrical adaptation of Dave Barry 
and Ridley Pearson’s bestselling novels, 
the play was conceived for the stage by 
directors Roger Rees and Alex Timbers 
and written by Rick Elice, with music 
by Wayne Barker. From marauding 
pirates and jungle tyrants to unwilling 
comrades and unlikely heroes, ‘Peter 
and the Starcatcher’ playfully explores 

the depths of greed and despair ... and 
the bonds of friendship, duty and love.”

How playfully? Jamil has been 
tapped to play several roles, among 
them a narrator, a pirate, a sailor and 
a mollusk. 

Her bucket-list dream of perform-
ing on stage didn’t include a stint as a 
mollusk, but she’s in awe of her fellow 
castmates’ ability to bring the shelled 
creatures to life. 

“These people have to be so talented 
to actually embody this character that’s 
not fully human,” she said. 

She also has a violin solo in the show, 
which Farnum asked her to perform af-
ter seeing she played the instrument in 
her audition form

“I was like, ‘Sure, why not?’” she said.
While some people of color have 

found meshing with 
local theater difficult 
— from the choices 
of shows to the roles 
available to them to 
their voices being 
heard — Jamil said 
she’s “absolutely” 
been accepted into 
the Riverwalk com-
munity. 

She remembers 
a castmate asking 

her “so many times how to pronounce 
my name because he wanted to make 
sure he said it properly.”  

“Usually, people don’t do that,” she 
said. “They’re just like, ‘Oh, OK. Yeah, 
sure, I’ll say it in whatever way that 
I can.’ But he made sure to be like, 
‘You know what? I really want to pro-
nounce your name the way it’s sup-
posed to be pronounced.’”

Now that she has some experience 
under her belt, Jamil said she under-
stands how important theater and 
improvisation are to her future career 
as a doctor. 

“I’ve noticed that when you’re talking 
to patients, a really important thing is 
that you have to be able to listen and 
also kind of take their cues,” she said.  
“You have to really be able to read peo-

ple’s body language. 
If you have a patient 
that’s coming in, you 
need to make them 
feel warm and wel-
come and make them 
feel like you care, and 
you can’t necessarily do 
that if you’re not able 
to read body language 
and social cues. I think 
theater really prepares 
you to be able to listen 
and observe.”

At the end of the day, 
Jamil’s first experience 
with local theater is one 
of awe. As she watches 
her castmates and the 
crew work out the de-
tails of creating partic-
ular pictures to tell the 
story, she recognizes 
that everyone spends 
hours in the theater af-
ter working day jobs or 
going to school. 

“I just want to make 
sure readers know that 
the directors and ev-
erybody else involved 
— everybody’s a volun-
teer, and they put their 
heart and soul into 
this,” she said. “And 
they’re doing an amaz-
ing job.”

Courtesy of Riverwalk Theatre

MSU medical student Mehreen Jamil has been itching to 
make her stage debut since she took a theater class as 
an undergraduate. Her dream came true when she was 
cast in Riverwalk Theatre’s production of “Peter and the 
Starcatcher.” 

MAY THEATER PRODUCTIONS
“Peter and the 
Starcatcher” 
Riverwalk Theatre
May 4-7 and 11-14
7 p.m. Thursday
8 p.m. Friday-Saturday
2 p.m. Sunday
228 Museum Drive, Lansing
riverwalktheatre.com

“When I Come to Die”
Ixion Theatre Ensemble
May 5-6 and 12-13

8 p.m.
Lansing Mall
5330 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing
ixiontheatre.com

“An Incredibly Human 
Thing” 
Peppermint Creek Theatre Co.
May 11-13
7 p.m.
McLaren Greater Lansing 
Hospital
2900 Collins Road, Lansing 

peppermintcreek.org

“Alabaster” 
Williamston Theatre
May 18-June 18
Preview performances May 
19-21, official opening night 
May 26
8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday
3 p.m. Saturday (beginning 
May 27)
2 p.m. Sunday
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston
williamstontheatre.org
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By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
If there’s one juicy kernel to glean from the Lansing Sympho-

ny Orchestra’s 2023-‘24 season, it’s that new music is back. Not 
sneakily, tentatively or apologetically, but with zest, gusto and 
strong audience support. 

Each of the LSO’s five MasterWorks concerts scheduled for next 
season features a brand new, major work, along with the usual 
trove of treasures from the likes of Beethoven, Rachmaninoff and 
Mozart. Several are world premieres and haven’t even been writ-
ten yet.

The popular (and frequently sold out) LSO 
at the Robin Theatre series, devoted almost 
entirely to new music, will expand to four 
dates as it charges into its third year.

LSO Music Director Timothy Muffitt cred-
ited an impressive crop of creative 21st cen-
tury composers who aren’t afraid to express 
big ideas and write music that neither alienates nor panders to 
the audience.

That includes the LSO’s current composer-in-residence, Patrick 
Harlin, who came through with moving works like “Bloom,” “Riv-
er of Doubt” and last year’s “Earthrise,” drawing gasps and tears 

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
He’s bringing down the Ax (Emanuel Ax), bringing out the Blow 

(Kurtis Blow) and pulling out the stops. Ten months into his tenure 
as the fourth executive director of the Wharton Center for the Per-
forming Arts, Eric Olmscheid has finally gotten to unveil his own 
performing arts slate, after inheriting last year’s schedule.

Wharton’s 2023-‘24 fine arts season was announced this week. 
In his previous gig as director of Des Moines Performing Arts, 

Olmscheid booked a diverse array of genre-blurring artists. He has 
done the same at Wharton, from the indigenous Indian and Pacif-
ic-island troupe Small Island, Big Song (March 21) to a “Hip-Hop 

Nutcracker” (Dec. 6) emceed by old school rap leg-
end Kurtis Blow himself.

Classical and jazz highlights include the su-
per-trio of pianist Emanuel Ax, cellist Yo-Yo Ma 
and violinist Leonidas Kavakos (Jan. 31), the re-
turn of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra under 
its dynamic new music director, Jader Bignamini 
(May 2, 2024); young Taiwanese-Australian violin 
virtuoso Ray Chen (March 16) and one of the most 

creative and ambitious large ensembles in jazz history, the Maria 
Schneider Orchestra, making its Wharton debut Feb. 23.

Un-stuffy and adventurous artists like jazz saxophonist Imman-
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For information 
on fine arts 
season 
packages at 
the Wharton 
Center for the 
Performing 
Arts, see pages 
11-12

The full 2023-‘24 
Lansing Symphony 
Orchestra schedule 
will be finalized 
and posted 
Monday (May 8) at 
lansingsymphony.org

Photo by Nigel Perry

(From left): cellist Yo-Yo Ma, pianist Emanuel Ax 
and violinist Leonidas Kavakos will appear Jan. 
31 at the Wharton Center for the Performing 
Arts.

"Umoja: Anthem of Unity," a soaring piece by 
flutist, composer and Imani Winds founder Valerie 
Coleman, is one of many new or recently 
composed works on the Lansing Symphony 
Orchestra schedule for 2023-24.

Wharton, Lansing Symphony 
seasons wide-ranging in 2023-‘24

Wharton Center: ‘A diverse 
array of genre-blurring artists’

Lansing Symphony Orchestra: 
New music leads the way in 

new season

See LSO, Page 14See Wharton, Page 11
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Now enrolling
lcc.edu/seriousfunLCC Youth Summer CampsLCC Youth Summer Camps

Sunny days ahead. 

Lansing Community College is an equal opportunity educational institution/employer.

uel Wilkins (Dec. 8) and live-wire string 
quartet Publiquartet (April 25) will be 
showcased in a new, 100-seat venue lis-
tening room series within the Wharton 
Center, dubbed Club 750.

In Des Moines, Olmscheid scored a 
big success with Live at the Temple, a 
series similar to Club 750, that show-
cased top jazz, classical and crossover 
artists that are best heard in an infor-
mal, small-room setting.

Olmscheid said he kept two goals in 
mind as he put the season together. On 
stage, he wanted artists that would “res-
onate” with Wharton’s core audience. 
Behind the scenes, he sought out artists 
that would help to extend the facility’s 
educational “tentacles” (in his word) 
into the community, with master class-
es, residencies, workshops and other 
programs embedded in MSU, greater 
Lansing and mid-Michigan.

On stage or in the classroom, Olm-
scheid wanted to present a roster of art-
ists representing the “broad spectrum” 
of human faces, art forms and musical 
styles now flourishing on the perform-
ing arts scene. 

It was a coup among coups for Whar-
ton to snag Maria Schneider and her 
orchestra. Schneider, an ambitious and 
brilliant composer who writes for every 
size ensemble, is in constant demand 
around the world as guest conductor of 
her own compositions. Her ambitious 
2020 magnum opus “Data Lords” is a 
deep dive into the divide between the 
digital and natural worlds. Schneider’s 
ability to hold a large ensemble together 
for over 30 years, playing almost entire-
ly new music, is a miracle.

In addition to Schneider, Wharton’s 
jazz series will feature a tribute to Dis-
ney Oct. 18 and the local debut of Cath-

erine Russell, a powerful vocalist 
who specializes in muscling vintage 
jazz and blues songs to life, at the 
Pasant Theatre April 16.

Another major coup for Wharton, 
the Ax-Ma-Kavakos triumvirate, was 
the first date Olmscheid nailed down 
when he took command at Wharton 
last year. (Talks were already under-
way before Olmscheid’s arrival.)

It’s a summit meeting of three 
towering artists who play with the 
rapport and grit of a “garage band,” 
in Ma’s disarming description.

“It’s a very limited run, and it’s 
hard to get a date,” Olmscheid said. 
“They’re three of the premier classi-
cal musicians of our time right now.”

The Detroit Symphony visit is offi-
cially a one-shot, but Olmscheid said 
the Wharton Center is “rekindling” 
its 30-year-old relationship with the 
DSO, under its new leadership at the 
podium (Bignamini, appointed in 
2021) and in the front office (pres-
ident and CEO Erik Rönmark, ap-
pointed in 2022), with more visits 
likely.

Unlike previous orchestral con-
certs at the Wharton Center, when 
assistant conductors took the po-
dium for touring dates, Bignamini 
himself will conduct the orchestra 
and vibrant new DSO concertmaster 
Robyn Bollinger will solo on violin. 
Instead of the usual conservative, 
big-orchestra-touring-in-Cowtown 
repertoire, the evening will blaze 
with Argentinian tango master As-
tor Piazzolla’s athletic violin con-
certo, “The Four Seasons of Buenos 
Aires,” paired with “More Seasons,” 
a new work by Michael Abels, com-
poser of the scores for Jordan Peele’s 
films “Get Out” and “Us.”

“It’s an opportunity to showcase two 
of Michigan’s finest musicians, and its 
one of the world’s oldest symphony or-
chestras,” Olmscheid said. 

As the performing arts blur and di-
versify into myriad hybrids and off-
shoots, the traditional classical concert 
is clearly not going away. Olmscheid 
said he’s heard the “same narrative 
about traditional or classical art forms 
dying” since he started working in the 
industry 20 years ago, yet two of Whar-
ton’s mainstream classical events this 
season, cellist Alisa Weilerstein and the 
New York Philharmonic String Quar-
tet, were packed with young attendees.

“We’re seeing a huge boom in young 
people enjoying classical music and tra-
ditional art forms,” Olmscheid said. 

Snagging 34-year-old virtuoso Ray 
Chen (March 16), a stunning violinist 
who plays social media as adeptly as he 
plays Jascha Heifetz’s 1714 “Dolphin” 
Stradivarius (don’t worry, it’s on loan), 
will probably help the Wharton Center 
push that trend even further.

The performing arts scene is crowd-
ed with talented voices whose energy 
tends to dissipate in a huge hall and are 
best heard in a smaller and less formal 
setting than the Wharton’s Cobb Great 
Hall or Pasant Theatre.

After the success of the informal lis-
tening-room Live at the Temple series 
in Des Moines, Olmscheid couldn’t wait 

to launch a similar venue at the 
Wharton Center.

“Club 750” (a nod to the Whar-
ton Center’s address at 750 E. 
Shaw Lane) will convert the 
glassy, 100-seat Jackson Lounge, 
often used for receptions and 
pre-concert events, into a venue 
similar in atmosphere to Dizzy’s 
Club Coca-Cola at Lincoln Cen-
ter in New York.

The club will feature caba-
ret tables, bar service and other 
lounge-y trappings.

Olmscheid said the venue is 
meant to “create space in our 
main series for artists that may 
not have the name recognition or 
draw typically associated with a 
main stage act, but are remark-
able, talented musicians we want 
to showcase.”

Club 750 will showcase 
genre-defying artists like Gabri-
el Royal (Nov. 9), a charismatic 
singer-songwriter-cellist who 
captivates listeners in subways 
and public spaces as well as ma-
jor concert venues.

Saxophonist Immanuel 
Wilkins, one of the most cele-
brated young musicians in jazz, 
will bring his quartet to the club 
Dec. 8. Martha Redbone, a gal-
vanizing singer-songwriter with 
a dual Native American and Af-
rican-American heritage, brings 
a unique mélange of folk, blues 
and gospel with her Roots Proj-
ect Feb. 15.

“These artists are expanding 
genres, expanding where we can 
go,” Olmscheid said.

That’s doubly true of Publi-
Quartet, an adventurous string 

quartet dedicated to new music.
PubliQuartet is noted for imagina-

tive and thoughtful improvisations and 
extensions of music by jazz icons as di-
verse as Ornette Coleman, Fats Waller, 
Alice Coltrane and Roscoe Mitchell. 
They’ll bring a mélange of classical, jazz, 
bluegrass and folk to Club 750 April 25. 

“They’re doing such interesting 
things in the classical chamber space 
that I think it’s important to elevate,” 
Olmscheid said. “But it’s newer work, 
it’s contemporary work, so that intimate 
space is the right size, and I’m thrilled 
to have a space where we can present it.”

Club 750 not only expands the roster 
of artists available to the Wharton Cen-
ter, it also makes use of the building on 
nights when rehearsals or performanc-
es are scheduled in the other two ven-
ues. 

The first of a grab-bag of diverse “va-
riety events” will open Wharton’s 41st 
season on Sept. 20: “Mandy Gonzalez: 
Fearless,” a cabaret-style show at the 
Pasant Theatre. Broadway star Mandy 
Gonzalez rocketed to fame after ap-
pearing in Lin-Manuel Miranda’s “In 

Wharton
from page 10

See Wharton, Page 14

Photo by Florence Montmare

“Air Play,” coming Jan. 26, a colorful and gravity-de-
fying exploration of the invisible stuff that floats 
above the ground, is the non-verbal brainchild of cir-
cus performers Christina Gelsone and Seth Bloom, 
who are wife and husband.

COURTESY

Step Afrika, performing March 9, will bring the tradi-
tion of South African, stepping, tap and other dance 
traditions.

Photo by Dina Regine

The Maria Schneider Orchestra, one of the most creative and ambitious large ensem-
bles in jazz history, makes its Wharton debut Feb. 23.
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from the audience and surpassing 
Muffitt’s wildest expectations.

“There’s a wonderful opportunity 
to be active participants in the world 
of musical creativity that’s happening 
right now,” Muffitt said. “It’s not just 
the musicians and the composer. The 
audience is an active participant and 
everyone feels that energy.”

With plenty of fresh music to clear 
the cobwebs, the LSO is drawing a new 
mix of stalwart older fans and younger 
faces.

“We’re seeing our audience coming 
back,” Muffitt said. “We’re not quite 
where we were in 2019, but we’re mov-
ing in the right direction in a meaning-
ful way.”

The season opener, on Sept. 14, will 
begin with music by the LSO’s next 

composer-in-residence, whoever that 
might be. Harlin’s three-year term ex-
pires at the end of the current season 
and the search is already on for a suc-
cessor. Muffitt said it’s now down to 
four candidates, one of whom will be 
chosen “in the next several weeks.”

The Sept. 14 concert will also feature 
Dvorak’s “New World” symphony and 
Maurice Ravel’s Piano Concerto in G. 
The guest soloist will be Claire Huang-
ci, a rising young pianist with a gor-
geous, warm sound.

It’s easy to eye-roll the overly famil-
iar “New World” symphony, but Muf-
fitt is campaigning for a closer look at 
Dvorak’s folk-inspired masterpiece, in 
a 21st-century light.

“Here’s a composer of Eastern Eu-
ropean origin who is acknowledg-
ing the depth and profundity of the 
music of the Native American and 
African-American,” he said. “That 
multi-cultural aspect is important, 
along with simply being a fantastic 

symphony.”
The Nov. 10 concert is a monster, 

pairing Carl Orff ’s orgasmic “Carmi-
na Burana” with a noble, tender and 
playful work by flutist and composer 
Valerie Coleman, “Umoja Anthem of 
Unity.”

Coleman is also the founder of the 
Imani Winds, an adventurous, po-
ly-stylistic wind ensemble that visited 
East Lansing in 2019 last year and will 
return this month.

The first thing Muffitt did when he 
heard “Umoja Anthem” was to listen 
to it again. And again. He loved it so 
much he snuck its ecstatic last four 
minutes into the LSO’s 2022 Holiday 
Pops concert.

“People loved it, because there’s no 
containing the joy that’s written into 
this music,” Muffitt said. “I think I’ll do 
it next year, too.”

the Heights” and “Hamilton.”
It’s a far cry from Emanuel Ax, let 

alone Kurtis Blow, but “Dixie’s Tup-
perware Party” (Oct. 19-20) was a hit 
several times over for Olmscheid in Des 
Moines. He’s sure the homespun, co-
medic revue will appeal to mid-Mich-
igan audiences. 

“Air Play,” (Jan. 26), a colorful and 
gravity-defying exploration of the invis-
ible stuff that floats above the ground, 
is the non-verbal brainchild husband 
and wife circus performers Christina 
Gelsone and Seth Bloom, who delight 
in sending balloons, umbrellas and 
fabric fantasias hither and thither on 
stage. 

Humorist David Sedaris makes a 
fifth appearance at Wharton Oct. 24, 
reading selections from his most recent 
book along with unpublished material.

A head-turning trio of holiday shows 
reflects the diversity of the season as 
a whole. “Hip-Hop Nutcracker” (Dec. 
6) is a music and dance fantasia based
on Tchaikovsky’s classic ballet, emceed
in person by no less a legend than old
school rapper Kurtis Blow. Updating
the “Nutcracker” is almost an industry
in itself, and why not? After all, Mr.
Blow taught us long ago that “this ain’t
eighteen-twenty-three; ain’t even nine-
teen-seventy.” (Blow’s “Christmas Rap-
pin’” was the first rap song released on
a major label.)

On Dec. 12, Voctave, an 11-member 
a cappella vocal group from Orlando, 
will serve up a “Broadway-Disney” take 
on holiday music. To cap off Whar-
ton’s holiday events Dec. 18-20, Cirque 
Dreams presents “Holidaze,” a Broad-
way-style holiday spectacle performed 
by an offshoot ensemble of Cirque de 
Soleil.

All of the artists visiting Wharton 
will do some form of education and 
outreach work.

Two groups will do extended res-
idencies, with classes, workshops 
and school performances. Step 
Afrika (performing March 9) will 
bring the tradition of South Afri-
can, stepping, tap and other dance 
traditions.

Small Island, Big Song (per-
forming March 21) is a troupe of 
indigenous musicians from islands 
in the Indian and Pacific oceans 
that are facing existential threats 
from climate change.

Olmscheid really lights up when 
he talks about the multi-pronged 
extravaganza slated for Nov. 17. A 
40-foot-wide movie screen will be
plastered in front of the Great Hall
for a full screening of “Harry Potter
and the Sorcerer’s Stone,” with the

Lansing Symphony Orchestra, playing 
John Williams’ soundtrack, live and in 

real time.
“You forget how many humans it 

takes to play a movie score like that 
until they’re live, in front of you,” Olm-
scheid said.

It’s expensive and cumbersome 
to host a full symphony perfor-
mance in the 2020s, but Olm-
scheid wanted two “core” orches-
tras to come to Wharton in his first 
season as director — the Detroit 
Symphony and the hometown 
Lansing Symphony — and he got 
them both.

In keeping with past practice, 
Olmscheid is open to snagging tan-
talizing performing artists on short 
notice and adding them to the cal-
endar, but the stars will have to line 
up just right on both ends.

“Frankly, the calendar is full,”
Olmscheid said. “We’ve booked 
over 250 performances for the year, 
but whenever we can, we’ll add in 
additional performances.”

Photo by RogWalker

 Saxophonist Immanuel Wilkins, one of 
the most celebrated young musicians in 
jazz, will bring his quartet to Wharton’s 
new Club 750 on Dec. 8.

Courtesy

Small Island, Big Song, performing March 21, is a 
troupe of indigenous musicians from islands in the 
Indian and Pacific oceans that are facing existential 
threats from climate change.

Courtesy

The Detroit Symphony Orchestra returns May 2 under its dynamic new music direc-
tor, Jader Bignamini.

Courtesy 

The March 23 Masterworks concert 
will feature the Michigan premiere of a 
work by witty, sparkling and spiky Los 
Angeles-based composer Sarah Gibson, 
“to make this mountain taller” (the low-
ercase letters are intentional), inspired 
in part by a poem by Canadian poet Rupi 
Kaur. See LSO, Page 15
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No recording can do justice to a 
live, surround-sound immersion 
in “Carmina Burana.” Muffitt led a 
mind-blowing performance of the 
work in 2007 and decided it was time 
to bring it back.

“Every moment is fresh sounding 
and appealing,” he said. “It’s just one of 
those magical pieces.”

The massed MSU choral groups, 
along with vocal soloists Penelope 
Shumate, David Shaler and Baba-
tunde Akinboboye, will help the or-
chestra unleash the many splendors of 
Orff ’s magnum opus. 

Each year, Muffitt likes to feature a 
top LSO musician in a solo role. Prin-
cipal trumpet Neil Mueller will step 
into the spotlight Jan. 12, playing a 
brand new concerto by MSU composi-
tion prof David Biedenbender.

Add Biedenbender to the lengthen-
ing list of 21st-century composers with 
something to say and a knack for say-
ing it memorably. In 2018, he wrote a 
probing and profound trombone con-
certo for LSO principal trombonist 
Ava Ordman. Biedenbender likes to 
tailor his works to the performing style 

and personality of individual perform-
ers, and that’s just what he’ll do with 
Mueller. 

Also featured on the Jan. 12 fight 
card are Mozart’s Symphony No. 35, 
a downy patch of peach-fuzz precoci-
ty written when the composer was 17, 
and the opera-riffic Symphony No. 1 
by Georges Bizet.

Another extra large LSO force will 
assemble March 23 to tackle Beetho-
ven’s epic violin concerto, with interna-
tionally renowned guest soloist Bella 
Hristova.

To take advantage of the reinforce-
ments on hand for the Beethoven, 
Muffitt is bringing out major works 
by Wagner (“Tristan and Isolde”) and 
Richard Strauss (“Till Eulenspiegel’s 
Merry Pranks”) that he has wanted to 
program for years.

The concert will also feature the 
Michigan premiere of a work by witty, 
sparkling and spiky Los Angeles-based 
composer Sarah Gibson, “to make this 
mountain taller” (the lower case letters 
are intentional), inspired in part by a 
poem by Canadian poet Rupi Kaur. 

The season closer May 10 will fea-
ture another new work by the LSO’s 
next composer-in-residence and a pi-
ano concerto to be announced. A series 
of exciting young pianists have come to 
Lansing as part of the LSO’s ongoing 

collaboration with the Gilmore Piano 
Festival, and one of them will do the 
solo honors. The concert will conclude 
with a major work Muffitt has not 
conducted in Lansing, the grand Sym-
phony No. 3 by Sergei Rachmaninoff.

Muffitt considers Rachmaninoff ’s 
Third to be superior, in many ways, to 
the more celebrated Second.

“It has the everything in it that we 
love about Rachmaninoff,” Muffitt 
said. “It’s got the aching melodies, the 
color, the sonic splendor, but it’s more 
streamlined, with clarity and conci-
sion.”

In addition to a slate of four cham-
ber concerts at First Presbyterian 
Church’s Molly Grove Chapel (Sept. 

24, Oct. 15, Nov. 19 and Jan. 21), next 
year’s LSO season will bring its back 
most successful experiment in recent 
memory — a sellout series of adven-
turous small-ensemble concerts at 
REO Town’s Robin Theatre, featuring 
music by living composers, many of 
them not only locally based, but in the 
house.

A new addition to the schedule is 
“Winterlude,” Feb. 4, 2024, a blast of 
brass and organ music at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church.

Three pops concerts will be dedi-
cated to holiday music (Dec. 17), the 
Beatles (“Classical Mystery Tour,” Feb. 
16) and “Star Wars” (“May the Fourth
be With You,” May 4).
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By LUCAS HENKEL
Husband-and-wife team Silas and 

Lindsey Coffelt, lifelong residents of 
Greater Lansing, celebrated the open-
ing of their new business in style. On 

Friday (April 28), 
the couple, along-
side their moms and 
the Lansing Region-
al Chamber of Com-
merce, welcomed 
the newest location 
of Graze Craze, a 
Florida-based chain 
specializing in char-
cuterie boards and 
boxes, to Okemos. 
The event allowed 
potential custom-
ers to sample the 
selection of gour-
met meats, cheeses, 

artisanal sweets and other tasty foods 
available on the menu and claim special 
offers for future orders. 

“It’s a unique concept for the Great-
er Lansing area,” the Coffelts said in 
a press release. “We love the idea of 
bringing new, fun and creative options 

to the area, as well as Graze Craze’s phi-
losophy to ‘Celebrate Everything’ — the 
opportunities are endless.”

Graze Craze specializes in artfully 
designed charcuterie boards and boxes 
featuring high-quality foods that are 
made fresh daily. They’re arranged per-
fectly for nibbling or hearty graze-style 
meals, so customers have the flexibility 
to eat an entire board at once or small 
portions of food throughout the course 
of the day. 

Each board is curated by a “grazol-
ogist,” a trained charcuterie concierge 
that takes the dietary needs of each cus-
tomer into account. Vegetarians may be 
interested in The Vegegrazian, which 
includes various fruits, vegetables, 
spreads, cheeses and sweets, while oth-
ers may be interested in keto-friendly 
boxes that focus more on protein and 
less on bread and sugary items. The 
Sweet and Grazey, which features a 
variety of gourmet chocolates, baked 
goods and fruits, would be perfect for 
date nights or anniversaries. 

Graze Craze’s menu has several dif-
ferent size options, from single boxes 
for the lone grazer to large boards with 

enough food to feed a large 
family get-together or of-
fice party. The classic Grab 
and Graze option offers a 
balanced meal for one per-
son, with multiple kinds of 
cheeses, bread, crackers, 
fruits, homemade dips (like 
lemon-dill mayo or roasted 
red pepper hummus) and 
a sweet treat for only $12. 
The Picnic Box, one of the 
Grazing Box options, can 
feed two to four people for 
$75. 

The price of each char-
cuterie board depends on 
its size: Small boards are 
$105, while large boards, 
which can feed eight to 10 
people, are $165. 

Folks who are looking to 
add even more delicious-
ness to their boards and boxes may be 
interested in add-ons such as the Gour-
met Pickle Box, which includes three 
jars of homemade pickled veggies for 
$22.

The store offers pick-ups and free 

delivery as well as catering and busi-
ness gift programs. Visit facebook.com/
grazecrazeokemosmi to see what the 
business is up to daily or grazecraze.
com/okemos-mi to check out its menu 
and sign up for its loyalty program. 

Courtesy of Graze Craze Okemos

Husband-and-wife team Silas and Lindsey Coffelt, 
alongside their moms and the Lansing Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, welcomed the newest 
Graze Craze location to Okemos Friday (April 28) 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Take your get-togethers to the next level

Graze Craze

2315 Jolly Road, 
Okemos 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-
Saturday 
517-709-2828 
grazecraze.com/
okemos-mi

Courtesy

The Lansing Symphony Orchestra was launched in 1929.
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“There is more treasure in 
books than in all the pirate’s 
loot on Treasure Island.”

-Walt Disney
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Photographer and poet captures the essence of ‘Pure Michigan’
By BILL CASTANIER

If Lansing photographer and 
poet Wayne Richard Pope’s new 
book, “Michigan in Prose, Pictures 
and Poems, Volume I,” came with a 
soundtrack, it would start with some-
thing like “What’s Love Got to Do with 
It.” 

The 96-page volume is an enchant-
ing look at Michigan from the lens of 
an accomplished photographer, ac-
companied by essays and poems es-
pousing the author’s love for the state.

His photographs capture scenes of 
many things we’ve come to identify as 
“Pure Michigan,” to borrow a line from 
the state’s travel campaign: aban-
doned cottages, lighthouses, rushing 
streams, farmhouses and 
virtuoso sunrises and sun-
sets. 

The book retails for 
$49.95 and is available 
on blurb.com. You can 
also purchase a PDF copy 
from Blurb for $9.95. It 
will soon be available in 
ebook form on Kindle.

A Michigan travel bro-
chure from the mid-1960s is one rea-
son he ended up in the state. After a 
stint in the Army where he was sta-
tioned in Taiwan as a Mandarin lan-
guage interpreter, he was bouncing 
around the Texas desert when he can 
across a brochure titled “Water Won-
derland,” showing photographs of riv-
ers, streams and the Great Lakes.

He immediately fell in love and said, 
“That’s the place for me.” In an impet-

uous move, he hopped a train to De-
troit.

“I didn’t have a job, but I came across 
an ad in one of the Detroit daily news-
papers. It said, “Wanted: Young Col-
lege Men,” he said. “It was for selling 
Collier’s Encyclopedias and knocking 
on doors. I was good at it, and I stayed 
at it for two and a half years, living at 
the downtown Detroit YMCA. I left 
when I had saved up enough money to 
go to college, and I moved to Lansing.”

At first, he attended Lansing Com-
munity College, studying journalism 
and working for the school’s newspa-
per, The Lookout. He then transferred 
to Michigan State University where, 
in addition to taking photojournal-

ism and writing classes, 
he worked for The State 
News for two years as a 
photojournalist.

It was there he connect-
ed with several Lansing 
photographers, including 
David Olds and Norris 
Ingells from the Lansing 
State Journal.

When he graduated in 
1985, he worked as a freelancer, tak-
ing nature photographs for Michigan 
Out-of-Doors Magazine and selling 
his photography and writing to pub-
lications like AAA’s Michigan Living 
magazine.

“Cover art became my bread and 
butter,” he said. 

In the ‘90s, he began teaching pho-
tography at Lansing Community Col-
lege, where he still teaches in the con-
tinuing education department. This 
fall, he’ll teach a class on smartphone 
photography, and he also hosts work-
shops on nature photography in his 
free time.

“I saw the smartphone technology 

coming and was ready for it,” he said. 
“Something like 80% of all photos are 
now taken by a smartphone.”

Pope said this past winter was very 
fruitful. He worked six to eight hours 
a day and published four new editions 
of photography and poetry, including 
books about Michigan birds, gardens 
and nature photography — his favor-
ite subjects.

“The easiest thing was selecting the 
photographs. I wrote every day in long 
hand and then dictated the copy. It 
was a laborious process,” he said. “The 
hardest thing about doing the book 
was doing the research and making 
sure my facts were right about loca-
tion and spelling. I had to get it right. 
It’s my journalism training.”

The photography in his new book 
represents all four seasons. He even 
embraces Michigan winters, as shown 
in some of his selfies standing in rag-
ing snowstorms.

Paging through the book, readers 
will find a technique most photogra-
phers don’t employ: putting yourself 
in a photo. Using time release, Pope 
shows himself in various scenes, like 
fly fishing and hiking. In his hands, 
it’s a charming technique.

Pope says part of his productivity 
this past year is due to the fact that 
he’s approaching 80 and knows his 
days are waning like the evening light. 
In one of his poems, he writes about 
his last will and testament to “scatter 
my ashes on the Platte River.”

“I still shoot every day. I carry my 
camera with me everywhere I go, and 
I am always on the lookout for photo 
opportunities. My mindset is to nev-
er pass up a photo opportunity. You 
never know if you will ever get back 
to shoot it again,” he said. “Always be 
ready to capture the moment. Know 
your camera and share your knowl-
edge with others just learning the art.”

Courtesy of Wayne Richard Pope

Lansing photographer and poet Wayne Richard Pope embraces all four seasons — 
even the snowy Michigan winter — in his new book, “Michigan in Prose, Pictures and 
Poems, Volume I.” 
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By LUCAS HENKEL
Another 420 has come and gone. 

Joints were passed, bongs were 
cleared and dabs were dabbed. Here’s 
a roundup of some weed-related news 
from around the state you may have 
missed while your head was in the 
clouds.

STIIIZY hires laid-off Burger King 
employees from metro Detroit

California-based cannabis brand 
STIIIZY has offered to hire hundreds 
of laid-off Burger King employees 
after a franchise owner closed 26 lo-
cations, mostly around metro De-
troit. According to court reports, the 
franchise owner “failed to timely pay 
amounts due to the Burger King Corp. 
in relation to the operation of Burger 
King restaurants in Michigan.” 

STIIIZY offered the workers jobs at 
the company’s production facility in 
Orion Township, about 40 minutes 
north of Detroit, which pays $16 an 
hour for day shifts and $16.50 an hour 
for night shifts — more than Burger 
King’s average pay for non-manageri-
al positions. 

“It’s a great work environment, 
full-time hours. You get benefits af-
ter 90 days, and people seem to enjoy 
it,” STIIIZY managing partner Ryan 
Jundt said in an interview with WWJ-
AM. Those who accept the position 
will assist in producing the company’s 
signature vaporizers as well as infused 
blunts and pre-rolls. 

Jundt said the company is looking 
to fill more than 200 positions over 

the next few months and may also 
hire the remaining 200-plus former 
Burger King workers if there’s enough 
interest. The company hopes this in-
crease in staff will allow it to launch 
highly anticipated product lines like 
edibles and flower. 

Skymint regains ground
Last month, a Michigan judge or-

dered 3Fifteen Cannabis, a group of 
Michigan cannabis retailers that Sky-
mint acquired in 2021, to relinquish 
control of several dispensaries to Sky-
mint after violating the court’s receiv-
ership order. Skymint, once one of the 
largest cannabis brands in Michigan, 
has been under a court-appointed re-
ceivership since early March.

According to Crain’s Detroit Busi-
ness, 3Fifteen challenged Skymint’s 
leadership and regained control of 
several stores acquired in the deal, but 
an Ingham County Circuit judge ruled 
Skymint should take them back. Sky-
mint reopened stores in Battle Creek, 
Camden and Grand Rapids in early 
April.

The judge also ordered 3Fifteen to 
return almost $500,000 in funds that 
it removed from its accounts at Live 
Life Credit Union and ordered the 
credit union to return access to Sky-
mint employees’ accounts. 

The water is still murky for Sky-
mint, though. On April 7, employees 
were notified via an email from the 
company’s executive vice president 
and general counsel that CEO Jeff 
Radway would be stepping down from 

his position. 
In his sendoff, Radway said, “I take 

with me some incredible relationships 
and a profound respect for what a 
talented and dedicated team can do 
when working together.” He later add-
ed, “Believe me, I know it was never 
easy … but it was worth the ride.”

Rkive Cannabis Reserve takes 
home the gold at Zalympix 
Michigan

Zalympix, one of the largest rec-
reational weed competitions in the
country, made a stop in Detroit on 
April 14. Dozens of cannabis brands 
submitted product samples that were 
rated under blind taste tests. In ad-
dition to the competition itself, folks 
were able to enjoy live music, an open 
bar, free food and a dab bar courtesy of 
Frederic-based Humblebee Products 
and Provisioning. Stoners flocked to 
2000 Brooklyn, a private event space, 

to see which brands truly had the best 
bud in all of Michigan. 

This year’s Zalympix included a 
fierce lineup: Peninsula Gardens, Mit-
ten Canna Co., GhostBudsters Farm, 
Flower Power Cannabis, LightSky
Farms, Michigander Fire, Hytek, Lo-
calGrove, Pressure Pack, Old School 
Organics, Voyage Cannabis, ProGo, 
Archive, Lost Leaf, Freshy Fine, Red-
eye Cannabis, Gans Cannabis, Grow-
ing Pains and MI Gas all competed. 
Exotic Matter Cannabis, Herbology 
Cannabis Co. and The Refinery spon-
sored the event. The results are as fol-
lows:

Heaviest Hitting: 
Peninsula Gardens - Sherb Pie
Gassiest: 
LightSky Farms - Titty Sprinkles
Best Looking: 
Ghostbudsters Farm - Halle Berry #1
Best Tasting: 
#1 Rkive Cannabis Reserve - 
Candy Fumez
#2 Peninsula Gardens - Sherb Pie
#3 Michigander Fire - Red Runtz
Best Terps (Smell):
#1 LightSky Farms - Titty Sprinkles
#2 Ghostbudsters Farm - Halle 
Berry #1
#3 Michigander Fire - Red Runtz
Best Overall:
#1 Rkive Cannabis Reserve - 
Candy Fumez
#2 Peninsula Gardens - Sherb Pie
#3 LightSky Farms - Titty Sprinkles

News nuggets from around the state 
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in Review:
Terple Gang
in Review:

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub.

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds.

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too.

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor.

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell.

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.”

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high.

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high.

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%.

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.”

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button.

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output.

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week.

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year.

Here’s a look at a few of them:
Terple Gang — Bombulan
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder.

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed.

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips.

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes.

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks.

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too.

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes.

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty.

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap.

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com.

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

1124 E. Mt. Hope Ave. • Lansing, Michigan
517-484-5327

MMootthheerr''ss  DDaayy  iiss  MMaayy  1144

Proudly delivering flowers & plants to the Greater Lansing area since 1903!

SShhooww  hheerr  yyoouu  ccaarree!!
Free Local Delivery for All Online Orders

SmithFloral.com
Same-day Delivery Available

Courtesy of Rkive Cannabis Reserve

Staff from Rkive Cannabis Reserve pose 
with a trophy after winning first place in 
the Best Tasting and Best Overall catego-
ries at this year’s Zalympix Michigan.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): All of us are always telling 
ourselves stories — in essence, making movies 
in our minds. We are the producer, the director, 
the special effects team, the voice-over narrator 
and all the actors in these inner dramas. Are 
their themes repetitious and negative or creative 
and life-affirming? The coming weeks will be a 
favorable time to work on emphasizing the latter. If 
the tales unfolding in your imagination are veering 
off in a direction that provokes anxiety, reassert 
your directorial authority. Firmly and playfully 
reroute them so they uplift and enchant you.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): A famous football coach 
once said his main method was to manipulate, 
coax and even bully his players into doing things 
they didn’t like to do. Why? So they could build 
their toughness and willpower, making it more 
likely they would accomplish formidable feats. 
While this may be an approach that works 
for some tasks, it’s not right for many others. 
Here’s a further nuance: The grind-it-out-doing-
unpleasant-things route may be apt for certain 
phases of a journey to success, but not for other 
phases. Here’s the good news, Taurus: For now, 
you have mostly completed doing what you don’t 
love to do. In the coming weeks, your freedom to 
focus on doing fun things will expand dramatically.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Most of us have an area 
of our lives where futility is a primary emotion. 
This may be a once-exciting dream that never got 
much traction. It could be a skill we possess that 
we’ve never found a satisfying way to express. The 
epicenter of our futility could be a relationship that 
has never lived up to its promise or a potential we 
haven’t been able to ripen. Wherever this sense 
of fruitlessness resides in your own life, Gemini, 
I have an interesting prediction: During the next 
12 months, you will either finally garner some 
meaningful fulfillment through it or find a way to 
outgrow it.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Many of us Cancerians 
have high levels of perseverance. Our resoluteness 
and doggedness may be uncanny. But we often 
practice these subtle superpowers with such 
sensitive grace that they’re virtually invisible to 
casual observers. We appear modest and gentle, 
not fierce and driven. For instance, this is the first 
time I have bragged about the fact that I have 
composed over 2,000 consecutive horoscope 
columns without ever missing a deadline. Anyway, 
my fellow Crabs, I have a really good feeling about 
how much grit and determination you will be able 
to marshal in the coming months. You may break 
your own personal records for tenacity.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Why do migrating geese fly 
in a V formation? For one thing, it conserves 
their energy. Every bird except the leader enjoys 
a reduction in wind resistance. As the flight 
progresses, the geese take turns being the guide 
in front. Soaring along in this shape also seems 
to aid the birds’ communication and coordination. 
I suggest you consider making this scenario your 
inspiration, dear Leo. You are entering a phase 
where synergetic cooperation with others is even 
more important than usual. If you feel called to 
lead, be ready and willing to exert yourself — 
and be open to letting your associates serve 
as leaders. For extra credit: Do a web search 
for an image of migrating geese and keep it in a 
prominent place for the next four weeks.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): I boldly predict that you 
will soon locate a missing magic key. Hooray! It 
hasn’t been easy. There has been luck involved, 
but your Virgo-style diligence and ingenuity have 
been crucial. I also predict that you will locate the 
door that the magic key will unlock. Now here’s my 
challenge: Please fulfill my two predictions no later 
than the solstice. To aid your search, meditate 
on this question: “What is the most important 
breakthrough for me to accomplish in the next six 
weeks?”

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Losing something we 
value may make us sad. It can cause us to doubt 

ourselves and wonder if we have fallen out 
of favor with the fates or are somehow being 
punished by God. I’ve experienced deflations and 
demoralizations like that on far more occasions 
than I want to remember. And yet, I have noticed 
that when these apparent misfortunes have 
happened, they have often opened up space for 
new possibilities that would not otherwise have 
come my way. They have emptied out a corner of 
my imagination that becomes receptive to a fresh 
dispensation. I predict such a development for 
you, Libra.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Kissing is always a worthy 
way to spend your leisure time, but I foresee 
an even finer opportunity in the coming weeks: 
magnificent kissing sprees that spur you to explore 
previously unplumbed depths of wild tenderness. 
On a related theme, it’s always a wise self-blessing 
to experiment with rich new shades and tones of 
intimacy. But you are now eligible for an unusually 
profound excursion into these mysteries. Are 
you bold and free enough to glide further into the 
frontiers of fascinating togetherness?

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Antonie van 
Leeuwenhoek (1632–1723) worked a variety of 
jobs. He sold cloth. He was a land surveyor and 
bookkeeper. He managed the household affairs of 
his city’s sheriffs, and he supervised the city’s wine 
imports and taxation. Oh, by the way, he also had a 
hobby on the side: lens making. This ultimately led 
to a spectacular outcome. Leeuwenhoek created 
the world’s first high-powered microscope and 
was instrumental in transforming microbiology 
into a scientific discipline. In accordance with 
astrological omens, I propose we make him your 
inspirational role model in the coming months, 
Sagittarius. What hobby or pastime or amusement 
could you turn into a central passion?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): I wonder if you weren’t 
listened to attentively enough when you were a 
kid. And is it possible you weren’t hugged enough 
or consistently treated with the tender kindness 
you deserved and needed? I’m worried there 
weren’t enough adults who recognized your 
potential strengths and helped nurture them. But 
if you did indeed endure any of this mistreatment, 
dear Capricorn, I have good news. During the 
next 12 months, you will have unprecedented 
opportunities to overcome at least some of the 
neglect you experienced while young. Here’s the 
motto you can aspire to: “It’s never too late to have 
a fruitful childhood and creative adolescence.”

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): As I’ve explored the 
mysteries of healing my traumas and disturbances 
over the past 20 years, I’ve concluded that the 
single most effective healer I can work with is 
my own body. Expert health practitioners are 
crucial, too, but their work requires my body’s 
full, purposeful, collaborative engagement. 
The soft, warm animal home I inhabit has great 
wisdom about what it needs, how to get what it 
needs and how to work with the help it receives 
from other healers. The key is to refine the art of 
listening to its counsel. It has taken me a while to 
learn its language, but I’m making good progress. 
Dear Aquarius, in the coming weeks, you can 
make great strides in developing such a robust 
relationship with your body.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Can we surmise what 
your life might be like as the expansive planet 
Jupiter rumbles through your astrological House 
of Connections and Communications during 
the coming months? I expect you will be even 
more articulate and persuasive than usual. Your 
ability to create new alliances and nurture old 
ones will be at a peak. By the way, the House of 
Communications and Connections is also the 
House of Education and Acumen. So, I suspect 
you will learn a LOT during this time. It’s likely you 
will be brainier and more perceptive than ever 
before. Important advice: Call on your waxing 
intelligence to make you wiser as well as smarter.

“Say That Again?”-- 
echoing that sentiment.

by Matt Jones

© 2023 Matt Jones

ACROSS

1. Nights before holidays

5. Loos

8. Radio and podcast 
streaming platform, for 
short

14. Mediocre

16. What a suspect might 
enter

17. Guessing game with 
yes/no answers

19. Put on a patch, maybe

20. Unnatural raspberry 
color/”flavor”

21. “Tik ___” (Ke$ha hit)

22. “It ___, Captain 
Vegetable / With my 
carrot, and my celery” 
(early 1980s Sesame 
Street song)

25. Surname of fictional 
siblings Shiv and Roman

27. Big ceramic pot (or a 
French-sounding greeting 
backwards)

29. Way of obscuring 
messages practiced by 
Leonardo da Vinci

33. Sunburn-soothing 
substance

34. “His Master’s Voice” 
initials

35. “Downton Abbey” title

37. When a second-shift 
worker might return to 
the office

42. Asuncion assent

43. Ritter of country 
music

44. ___ speak (as it 
were)

45. Ancient chariot-racing 
venue

49. Present day, for 
short?

50. Actress Thurman of 
“Gattaca”

51. 157.5 deg. from N

52. Recede, at the beach

55. Devilish creatures

57. Participial suffix

59. What the first words 
of the theme answers 
(including this one) might 
represent when repeated

65. Let out fishing line

66. Post-accident inquiry

67. Light touch

68. Enter the auction

69. “Girls” creator 
Dunham

DOWN

1. Doc seen for head 
colds

2. Solemn oath

3. It’s way past April in 
Paris

4. Nine-digit IDs

5. Fret-free query

6. ___ au vin

7. Ticket leftover

8. Rude remark

9. Hilton, for one

10. Center intro

11. Bunches

12. Spot near Lake Tahoe

13. To-do list entry

15. Alamogordo’s county

18. “The Time Machine” 
humanoid

22. Muslim religious 
leader

23. Grain holders

24. Like some unexpected 
endings

26. Org. for women since 
the 1850s

28. Trickster god of 
African folklore

30. Call sign that dates 
back to the original Star 
Wars movie

31. Whitewater rides

32. Some wedding cake 
figurines

36. “The White ___”

38. Flight awards

39. Chinese e-commerce 
company that went live in 

the U.S. in late 2022

40. Studied closely

41. Wine’s bouquet

46. Animals in a 2022 
World Cup-adjacent 
beauty contest

47. Stamp-issuing org.

48. Common graph axes

52. Cabinet dept. 
concerned with schools

53. ___ fides 
(credentials)

54. Comedian Bill

56. Clumsy attempt

58. London lockup

60. “Guy Montgomery’s 
Guy Mont-Spelling ___” 
(actual 2023 New Zealand 
comedy show)

61. “All Things 
Considered” host Shapiro

62. Wish to take back

63. Longtime Mad 
Magazine cartoonist 
Martin

64. The Specials genre

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)	 Answers on page 21

Jonesin' Crossword  By Matt Jones

SUDOKU					 Advanced

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny May 3-9, 2023
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Wednesday, May 3
“A Course of Love” with Lucille Olson - 7 p.m. 
Zoom ID: 177 417 886. Passcode: 601744. unityl-
ansing.org.

After-School Enrichment Time - Kids can get their 
homework done, use the computers, eat snacks 
and have a great, safe time. 3:30-5:30 p.m. High-
er Ground Community Development Center, 3637 
W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-894-1633.

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. allenneigh-
borhoodcenter.org/market.

“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” MFA 
Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Code Club! - Learn to make websites, apps, 
animations and more! No coding experience 
necessary. Grades 3+. Register at hq.girlswhoc-
ode.com using club code MI45609. 6 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org.

“Exploring Our World” 2023 Art Show - Photo-
graphs by Creative Photographers of Mid-Mich-
igan. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 
W. Grand River Ave., Lansing. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

“Fitness Over 50” Senior Exercise Group - The 
Meridian Township Parks and Recreation Stretch 
and Flex Exercise group exercises at Central 
Park Pavilion. 9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. 
meridian50plus.com. 

LBCA Meeting - 7:30 a.m. Pine Hills Golf Course, 
6603 Woodbury Road, Laingsburg.

Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh tradition - All 
are welcome to join our weekly practice! 7-9 p.m. 
Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK Jr. Blvd., Lansing. 
lamc.info.  

Real Estate Career Night - Learn more about the 
exciting industry of real estate and the unique op-
portunity through EXIT to generate residual income 
that lasts! 5:30 p.m. EXIT Realty at Home, 1427 W. 
Saginaw St., Suite 110, East Lansing. 517-489-2550.

“Star Wars”- Themed Trivia Night at LBC - 7 p.m. 
Lansing Brewing Co., 518 E. Shiawassee St., Lan-
sing. 517-371-2600. lansingbrewingcompany.com.

Weaving the Web: Altar - Join us online or in person 
for discussions, rituals, meditations and more! 6 
p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center St., Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com.

“Wild Florescence” - Multi-dimensional collages 
by Lansing artist Michelle Word. 10 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. The Peoples Church of East Lansing, 200 
W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. 
thepeopleschurch.com.

Thursday, May 4
“A Course in Miracles,” a Group Discussion 
on ZOOM - 7 p.m. Meeting ID: 177 417 886 
Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” 
MFA Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Capital Area Audubon Society May Meet-
ing - Enjoy a walk and see what birds are 
migrating through mid-Michigan. Download 
eBird and complete your registration prior to 
the walk. 7 p.m. Capital City Bird Sanctuary, 
6061 Delta River Drive, Lansing. capitala-
reaaudubon.org.

“Exploring Our World” 2023 Art Show - 
Photographs by Creative Photographers of 
Mid-Michigan. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 
1856 W. Grand River Ave., Lansing. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net.

Greater Lansing Potters’ Guild Spring Sale - 
Unique and lovely items for the kitchen and 
garden: flowerpots, vases, colorful dishware 
and so much more. 5-8 p.m. All Saints Epis-
copal Church, 800 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
517-339-8978. greaterlansingpottersguild.org.

Ingham County MDHHS Spring Job Fair - More 
than 150 positions. Health, manufacturing, 
social services, transportation, public safety 
and more. Wages $15/hour and up. Bring 
copies of your resume and photo ID. Dress 
for success. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Don Johnson 
Fieldhouse, 400 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Lan-
sing. 517-887-9705.
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 20

Williamstown Township Artists’ Fine 
Art Sale & Studio Tour

Friday, May 5, 5-9 p.m.
Saturday, May 6, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Multiple locations
The 12th annual Wil-

liamstown Township 
Artists’ Fine Art Sale & 
Studio Tour will feature 
art by 19 local artists 
who work with a variety 
of mediums, including 
photography, ceramics, 
clay, jewelry and lino-
cut printing. They have 
each donated pieces 
that will be raffled off 
to attendees during the 
event.

One of the artists, 
Bobbi Kilty, has traveled 
internationally to teach 
and learn about different 
forms of art. She studied 
sumi-e, a type of Japa-
nese brush painting, at 
Osaka University in Osaka, Japan, and directed Michigan State University’s in-
terior design study abroad program for four years, taking students to Ireland, Italy 
and beyond. 

Kilty enjoys working with mediums of all kinds. She’s recently been experiment-
ing with house paint, spackle, cheesecloth, comic book imagery, pigmented inks, 
Fosshape fabric and Zen brushwork on rice paper. She draws inspiration from 
nature and ecology, using art to celebrate the world around her.

Kilty’s art will be featured at Williamstown Township Hall, 4990 Zimmer Road, 
alongside the work of five other artists. Other stops on the tour include Williamston 
Wellness at 1235 East Grand River Avenue, Mary Curtis Fritz’s studio at 4411 
Rodeo Trail, Nancy and Lee Kronenberg’s studio at 285 East Sherwood Road and 
Mark Chatterly’s studio at 231 Turner Road, all in Williamston, and Christine Beals’ 
studio at 10258 Pollard Road in Haslett.

Tickets are $5 and are good for both days. They’re available on Eventbrite; at 
the Williamstown Township office, which is open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday and 
Thursday and 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Wednesday; or at any of the stops on the tour. All 
proceeds will be used to purchase playground equipment for the township’s parks.
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Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - Join other 
adult women for fun, exercise, friendship 
and skating practice. 9:30-11:20 a.m. Sub-
urban Ice, 2810 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. 
ladiessilverblades.org.

“Peter and the Starcatcher” - 7 p.m. River-
walk Theatre, 228 Museum Drive., Lansing. 
517-482-5700. riverwalktheatre.com.

Summer Vibes Karaoke - 7 p.m. Lansing Shuf-
fle, 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-
4619. lansingshuffle.com.

“Wild Florescence” - Multi-dimensional 

collages by Lansing artist Michelle Word. 10 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. The Peoples Church of East
Lansing, 200 W. Grand River Ave., East Lan-
sing. 517-332-5073. thepeopleschurch.com.

Worship Together Nights - Cody Carnes, Bry-
an & Katie Torwalt and Sean Curran! 7 p.m. 
Mount Hope Church, 202 S. Creyts Road, 
Lansing. 517-327-4673. mounthopechurch.org.

Friday, May 5
12th Annual Williamstown Township Artists’ Fine 
Art Sale & Studio Tour - 5-9 p.m. Williamstown 
Township Hall, 4990 Zimmer Road, Williamston. 
517-655-3193. williamstownmi.gov.

The Accorda Trio: Chen-Yu Huang, Fangye Sun and 
Daniel Tressel - 5:30 p.m. Facility for Rare Isotope 
Beams Room 1300, 640 S. Shaw Lane, East 
Lansing. 517-355-9672. frib.msu.edu. 

After-School Enrichment Time - Kids can get their 
homework done, use the computers, eat snacks 
and have a great, safe time. 3:30-5:30 p.m. High-
er Ground Community Development Center, 3637 
W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-894-1633.

Ajah - 7 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 
517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

Alex Mendenall - 2 p.m. The Willows at East 
Lansing, 3500 Coolidge Road, East Lansing. 517-
336-3424.

“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” MFA 
Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Craft Club Jr. - Making Pet Rocks. Grades 
1-3. Registration req. Charlotte Community 
Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-
8859. charlottelibrary.org.

“Exploring Our World” 2023 Art Show - Pho-
tographs by Creative Photographers of 
Mid-Michigan. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 
1856 W. Grand River Ave., Lansing. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

“Fitness Over 50” Senior Exercise Group - The 
Meridian Township Parks and Recreation 
Stretch and Flex Exercise group exercises 
at Central Park Pavilion. 9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh 
Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com. 

Greater Lansing Potters’ Guild Spring Sale - 
Unique and lovely items for the kitchen and 
garden: flowerpots, vases, colorful dishware 
and so much more. 10 a.m.-8 p.m. All Saints 
Episcopal Church, 800 Abbot Road, East Lan-
sing. 517-339-8978. greaterlansingpottersguild.
org.

Events
from page 19

See Events, Page 21

At what age did you start performing? 
Ajah Montalvo: I began diving into sing-

ing competitions and the Michigan State 
University Children’s Choir at 9 years old. 
Around the age of 5, we discovered I had 
an ear for music after I learned how to play 
Alvin and the Chipmunks’ Christmas song 
with a children’s keyboard book after see-
ing the movie. 

Today, your setlist includes some 
older classics. Has that always been 
your taste?

I’m infl uenced by many older, soulful 
artists and many genres of music. From a 
young age, I’ve always had an old soul for 
music, looking up to artists like Amy Wine-
house, Stevie Nicks, Aretha 
Franklin and Nina Simone. 
Currently, artists such as Lin-
da Ronstadt, Chris Stapleton 
and Adele inspire my sound.

What led you to cover 
the Mazzy Star song? 

I initially saw Miley Cyrus’ 
cover of the song, and it im-
mediately made me cry with-
out even really taking the chance to under-
stand the lyrics. As an artist, my biggest 
goal is to make people feel something, so 
when I hear an artist that can do that to me, 
I immediately want to be able to portray 
that same emotion to others. 

You just released a cover of “I Put 
a Spell on You.” Why’d you pick that 
song?

As a young girl, I remember watching 
Joss Stone perform on ‘American Idol’ and 

immediately falling in love with the soul in 
her voice. She performed “I Put a Spell on 
You,” which is where I got my inspiration 
from. But as I’ve become older, I’ve tried 
to involve diff erent vocal techniques to add 
more spice and grit to the song, giving it 
more emotion. 

Career-wise, what’s next for you?
I’m now working on new material, travel-

ing between Nashville and Detroit, and I’m 
planning to launch a single within the next 
few months, along with an EP to follow. 
I’m continuing to write and work with my 
production team down in Nashville, along  
with performing at diff erent music festivals 
throughout the Midwest. 

Outside of music, what are 
you typically up to?

You can usually fi nd me 
spending time outside with 
my 3-year-old pup when the 
sun decides to peek through 
or hanging out with my family. 
I’ve recently found a new love 
for golf and cannot keep my-
self off  the course for too long. 

I also adore fresh fl owers and try to bring 
them home. Unfortunately, they don’t seem 
to care for me much, but they always bring 
me joy. Along with all that, I’m constantly 
searching for other new artists to add to 
my plethora of music playlists that stay on 
repeat.

To hear her music, visit Ajah Mon-
talvo on Facebook at facebook.com/
only1ajah or on YouTube, Instagram or 
TikTok.

Ajah Montalvo might be just 21 years 
old, but the East Lansing-based vocalist 
belts out throwback tracks that span from 
the 1956 classic “I Put a Spell on You” to 
Mazzy Star’s 1993 alt-rock ballad “Fade 
Into You.” Whether it’s a cover or one of 

her earworm originals, Montalvo’s soulful, 
emotive style seamlessly fuses pop with 
a little bit of R&B, blues, rock and roots 
music. Friday (May 5), she returns to Ur-
banBeat for another intimate show, but this 
time with a live band behind her.

Ajah Montalvo brings eclectic setlist to UrbanBeat

An old soul

Ajah Montalvo
Friday, May 5

7 p.m.

UrbanBeat

1213 Turner St., Lansing

$20, $15 adv.

urbanbeatevents.com
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder,
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today.
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins
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How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos)
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder,
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today.
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.
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Ajah Montalvo, an East Lansing native, performs Friday at UrbanBeat in Old Town.
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“Peter and the Starcatcher” - 8 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Drive., Lansing. 517-482-
5700. riverwalktheatre.com.

Russ Holcomb at The Peanut Barrel - 8 p.m. 521 
E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-351-0608. 
peanutbarrel.com.

“School of Rock” - 7 p.m. Hannah Community 
Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 517-319-
6957. cityofeastlansing.com/allofus.

“Sketch Book,” by Mark Harvey Levine - An 
afternoon of short works performed by students 
enrolled in the beginning acting studio. Free admis-
sion. 2 p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 411 N. Grand 
Ave., Lansing. 517-483-1122. lcc.edu/showinfo.

TGIF Cinco de Mayo Dance Party - 7 p.m.- midnight. 
Hawk Hallow Golf Course, 15101 Chandler Road, 
Bath. 734-604-5095. tgifdance.com/calendar.

“Wild Florescence” - Multi-dimensional collages 
by Lansing artist Michelle Word. 10 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. The Peoples Church of East Lansing, 200 
W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. 
thepeopleschurch.com.

Saturday, May 6
12th Annual Williamstown Township Artists’ Fine 
Art Sale & Studio Tour - 10 a.m.-5 p.m. William-
stown Township Hall, 4990 Zimmer Road, William-
ston. 517-655-3193. williamstownmi.gov.

“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” MFA 
Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe Broad Art 
Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-
4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Contra & Square Dance - All dances taught – no 
partner needed. Come at 6:30 for a quick work-
shop on easy contra dance moves. 7 p.m. Central 
United Methodist Church, 215 N. Capitol Ave., 
Lansing. 517-614-5858. tenpoundfiddle.org.

Courageous Conversations – Talk That Matters! 
“So You Think You’re Autistic?” - Cathy Blatnik from 
the Mid-Michigan Autism Association joins us for 
a presentation on neurodiversity, with a special 
focus on autism. 6 p.m. Unity Spiritual Center of 
Lansing, 2395 Washington Road, Lansing. 517-371-
3010. unitylansing.org.

“Exploring Our World” 2023 Art Show - Photo-
graphs by Creative Photographers of Mid-Mich-
igan. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. 
Grand River Ave., Lansing. 517-347-7400. fram-

ersedge.net.

Family Day: OPEN - Make creative connections with 
our exhibitions through hands-on, interactive fam-
ily fun throughout the museum. All ages welcome. 
Registration req. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Eli & Edythe Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-
884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Friends of the Mason Library Used Book Sale - Visit 
the Mason Library parking lot for a sale on used 
books, movies, music and more. Proceeds benefit 
Friends of the Mason Library. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. CADL 
- Mason Library, 145 W. Ash St., Mason. 517-676-
9088. cadl.org/about/our-locations/mason.

Greater Lansing Potters’ Guild Spring Sale - Unique 
and lovely items for the kitchen and garden: 
flowerpots, vases, colorful dishware and so much 
more. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. All Saints Episcopal Church, 
800 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 517-339-8978. 
greaterlansingpottersguild.org.

Harris Nature Center Spring Native Plants Sale
- Michigan-native shrubs, sedges, grasses, wild-
flowers, ferns and complete garden kits. Proceeds
benefit HNC. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Harris Nature Center, 
3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos. 517-349-3866. 
meridian.mi.us/hnc.

Hoods Up at R.E. Olds Transportation Museum - 
We’ll have the hoods up on almost all our vehicles, 
and we’ll have all sorts of engines on view. Docents 
will be on hand to give you the scoop. Regular ad-
mission prices apply. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 240 Museum 
Drive, Lansing. 517) 372-0529. reoldsmuseum.org

Mission to Space - 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org.

Miss Wanda & Mister Dan (Wanda Degen & Dan 
Giacobassi) - Intended for music enthusiasts ages 
3 and up and their families. Refreshments provid-
ed. 10:30 a.m. University United Methodist Church, 
1120 S. Harrison Road, East Lansing. 517-337-7744. 
tenpoundfiddle.org.

Mother’s Day for Peace - Mother’s Day celebration 
featuring live music by Jackalope, light snacks 
and beverages and a visit from special guest 
Julia Ward Howe, initiator of the holiday. 7 p.m. 
Allen Neighborhood Center, 1611 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing. 517-515-5634. peaceedcenter.org

“Off-Worlding” Release Party - Mid-Michigan 
author Randy D. Pearson will read from his new 
sci-fi comedy novel. Refreshments, giveaways and 
signed copies of Pearson’s books for sale. 2 p.m. 
Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
517-346-9900. randydpearson.com.

“Peter and the Starcatcher” - 8 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Drive., Lansing. 517-482-

5700. riverwalktheatre.com.

Phil Denny: The Billboard Hits - Join Denny and the 
band as they celebrate 11 years and 11 Billboard 
hits. Opening performance by keyboardist and 
producer Demetrius Nabors. 8 p.m. UrbanBeat, 
1213 Turner St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeat-
events.com.

“School of Rock” - 3 p.m. Hannah Community Cen-
ter, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 517-319-6957. 
cityofeastlansing.com/allofus.

“Sketch Book,” by Mark Harvey Levine - An 
afternoon of short works performed by students 
enrolled in the beginning acting studio. Free admis-
sion. 2 p.m. LCC Black Box Theatre, 411 N. Grand 
Ave., Lansing. 517-483-1122. lcc.edu/showinfo.

Spring Fling Courthouse Show 2023 - Food vendors 
and booths from organizations, crafters and 
local businesses. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Ingham County 
Courthouse lawn, 315 S. Jefferson St., Mason. 517-
676-9155. masonchamber.org.

Village Crafters Think Spring Craft Show - Featur-
ing 40 talented crafters! Complimentary refresh-
ments, kids’ craft area. Collecting personal-care 
items for the VFW. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Ingham County 
Fairgrounds Community Building, 700 E. Ash St., 
Mason. 517-896-7281. facebook.com/villagecraft-
ersgroup.

“Wild Florescence” - Multi-dimensional collages by 
Lansing artist Michelle Word. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. The 
Peoples Church of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand 
River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. thepeople-
schurch.com.

Sunday, May 7
“A Course in Miracles” with Dan and Carol May-
nard - Noon. Unity Spiritual Center of Lansing, 
2395 Washington Road, Lansing. 517-371-3010. 
unitylansing.org.

“Blind Spot,” “DIEGEST,” “The Nightly News,” MFA 
Exhibition - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Eli & Edythe Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Bottle and Can Collection for Eastern Ingham 
Farmers Market - 11 a.m.-1 p.m. McCormick Park, 
123 High St., Williamston. 517-618-1630. easterning-
hamfarmersmarket.org.

Delta Community Choir Celebrates 10th Anniver-
sary with Spring Concert - Repertoire includes 
traditional favorites and two new pieces of music 
commissioned by the choir for its 10th anniversa-
ry. 3 p.m. Our Savior Lutheran Church, 7910 E. St. 
Joseph Hwy., Lansing. deltacc.org.

Ethics in European Folklore with Hummingbird 
Hawk-Moth - What messages do European 
folktales contain about how a person should 
ethically conduct themselves? Class ends with 
guided meditation. 3 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 
809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-974-5540. 
manifestlansing.com.

“Exploring Our World” 2023 Art Show - Photo-
graphs by Creative Photographers of Mid-Michi-
gan. Noon-4 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand 
River Ave., Lansing. 517-347-7400. framersedge.
net.

Events
from page 20

See Events, Page 22

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 18

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 18

410  s. Clippert St.
Lansing, Mi 48912

Categories:

Evening Wear/Gown, Talent

Doors: 7pm Begins: 8pm
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consists of a crisp, cold 
wedge of iceberg let-
tuce that’s laid upon 
its side and covered in 
blue cheese dressing, 
red onion, tomato and 
bacon. Capital Prime’s 
dressing is creamy and 
decadent, with just the 
right amount of blue 
cheese funk, and it 
pairs perfectly with the 
fresh, crunchy lettuce, 
sharp, tangy red onion 
and sweet baby toma-
toes. 

The French onion 
soup is exactly what 
you’d expect, and that’s 
why it’s great. Served 
in a huge crock, the 
broth is a rich, luxuri-
ous brown color and 
delights with the taste 
of slow-cooked beef, 

caramelized onion and 
maybe even a little red 
wine. There are slices of 
soaked-through French 
bread and a layer of the 
requisite melted gruyere. I 
would happily eat French 
onion soup without these 
elements because, for me, 
it’s all about the broth, 

but when the soup is your 
entrée, they really round 
things out. 

Our server gave us com-
plimentary warm rolls and 
asked if we wanted lemon 
for our water, and another 
staff member opened the 
door for us as we left. It was 
a pretty classy soup and sal-
ad date, but the meal was 
substantial enough to get 
us through the exhilarating 
and experimental cinema 
experience that followed. 
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r .
That com-
b i n a t i o n
of char-
b r o i l e d
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26 See He Ate, Page 27

By LIZY FERGUSON
When heading into an almost three-

hour-long movie you know is designed 
to make the audience uncomfortable 
(“Beau is Afraid”), it’s important to 
fortify yourself with a good meal. My 
friend and I have a favorite pre-NCG 
ritual that, while not the cheapest, is
convenient, consistent and satisfying. 

Capital Prime is a fancy kind of 
place. There are often couples on dates, 
dressed to the nines, or businesspeople 
meeting for after-work drinks in suits 
and well-tailored dresses. This is prob-
ably the one downside to my ritual, for 

I always feel a little self-conscious in 
my uniform of yoga pants and Crocs. 
My companion is at least usually wear-
ing real pants, with a zipper and ev-
erything. The staff is always gracious, 
though, as they show us to our desired 
seats at the bar in the back of the dimly 
lit, swanky dining room. 

Capital Prime’s menu is full of op-
tions you’d expect from a steakhouse, 
but my friend and I only have eyes for 
two items: the wedge salad and the 
French onion soup. The pro tip is to or-
der the side portion of the salad, which 
is $10 cheaper and still quite substan-
tial. For the uninitiated, a wedge salad 

High-class soup and salad
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The DISH:
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny
March afternoon, my friend and I were
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before,
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant.

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to
overindulge. I wanted something I
hadn’t tried the first time around. I
opted for a half order of nachos. The
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q —
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was
amazed at the portion size of the half
order. I didn’t know where to start, but
I knew that I would be getting my hands
dirty in the process of eating this meal.
The first bite was amazing, and I was
instantly satisfied with my choice. The
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy
day.

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown

the meat in the center of the oven.
Then, cook the meat until soft in
water with a half can of stout. I used
the Instant Pot, which took about 30
minutes, but you can also do it in the
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan,
sauté the garlic and onions in butter.
When the onions are translucent,
add the carrots, celery, potatoes,
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper
and sugar. Cook on medium until
the bread dissolves and the broth is
dark, thick and glistening. Season
with extra salt, sugar or even beer,
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted
with chopped parsley, which looks
like shamrocks if you squint your
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Steakhouse Wedge
(side portion) 

$8
Classic French Onion 

Soup 
$12

Capital Prime
2324 Showtime Drive, 

Lansing
4-10 p.m. Monday-Thursday

4-11 p.m. Friday
2-11 p.m. Saturday
2-9 p.m. Sunday
517-377-7463

capitalprimelansing.com

JUGGLERS AND WOULD-BE JUGGLERS - Jugglers 
meet at the Orchard Street Pump House at 2 
p.m. Sundays. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. 
mikemarhanka@gmail.com.

Karaoke Kickback - Local vendors, food and drink 
specials. 21+. 9 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

Lansing Common FC Community Kickoff - Free 
youth soccer clinic from 12:30-2 p.m. Intra-squad 
“Red vs. White” game, celebrity scrimmage, 
on-field activities and chances to meet the 2023 
team. 2 p.m. Eastern Stadium. lansingcommonfc.
com.

LCC Concert Choir & Vocal Jazz/Pop Ensemble 
Concert - 3 p.m. Okemos Community Church, 
4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. 517-483-1122. lcc.
edu/showinfo.

“Peter and the Starcatcher” - 2 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Drive., Lansing. 517-482-
5700. riverwalktheatre.com.

“School of Rock” - 3 p.m. Hannah Community 
Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 517-319-
6957. cityofeastlansing.com/allofus.

“Wild Florescence” - Multi-dimensional collages 
by Lansing artist Michelle Word. 8 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. The Peoples Church of East Lansing, 200 
W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. 
thepeopleschurch.com.

Monday, May 8
After-School Enrichment Time - Kids can get their 
homework done, use the computers, eat snacks 
and have a great, safe time. 3:30-5:30 p.m. High-
er Ground Community Development Center, 3637 
W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-894-1633.

“Exploring Our World” 2023 Art Show - Pho-
tographs by Creative Photographers of 
Mid-Michigan. Noon-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 
1856 W. Grand River Ave., Lansing. 517-347-7400. 
framersedge.net.

Family Storytime - 2:30 p.m. Charlotte Commu-
nity Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-
543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

“Fitness Over 50” Senior Exercise Group - The 
Meridian Township Parks and Recreation 
Stretch and Flex Exercise group exercises 
at Central Park Pavilion. 9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh 
Road, Okemos. meridian50plus.com. 

Jump Into Reading - Intended for children ages 
0-5 and their caregivers. 11 a.m. Eaton Rapids 
Area District Library, 220 S. Main St., Eaton 
Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

Lansing Town Hall – Celebrity Lecture Series - 
Elliot Engel presents a program on the life of 
Winston Churchill. Listeners will explore Chur-
chill as a child, adolescent and as a triumphant 
and witty statesman. 11 a.m. Eagle Eye Banquet 
Center, 15500 Chandler Road, Bath. 517-323-
1045. lansingsymphony.org.

STEAM: Spinning Tops - Create your own 
spinning top and learn the physics behind it. 6 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.
org.

“Wild Florescence” - 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The 
Peoples Church of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand 
River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. thepeople-
schurch.com.

Tuesday, May 9
“Exploring Our World” 2023 Art Show - 10 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River 
Ave., Lansing. 517-347-7400. framersedge.net.

Appe WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? 
CALL 517-999-5064

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF 
LANSING’S FOOD TRUCKS.
Serving the Lansing community for 13 
years, we extend an invitation to all those 
to give us a try to find out why we were 
voted the best food truck in Lansing’s 
2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE 
DESERVES GREAT BBQ.
Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, 
chili, sides including BBQ pit baked beans, 
mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating taps of craft, 
Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We 
cater, too. 

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave.
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

Home of the
World Famous Sizzler

$5 OFF
Second Entree
of equal 
or lesser value

Buy one entree Get

Valid Monday-Thursday Only. 
Dine-In Only. Valid with coupon Only. Void if 
reproduced. Not valid with any other offers 
or discounts. Expires 5/31/23.

5000 N. Grand River
(517) 321-3852

Thank you for voting 
us #1 in PRIME RIB!

2022

Welcome Back to The Airport Tavern!

Events
from page 21

See Events, Page 23
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WingsWings
Caterer/Catering ServiceCaterer/Catering Service

Thank you for            Thank you for            
Voting Us the Best! Voting Us the Best! 

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best Tacos Best Tacos 
Best Caterer /  Best Caterer /  
Catering ServiceCatering Service2022

By ARI LEVAUX
When Zeus was a newborn, his father 

wanted to eat him, so the future king of 
gods was taken to a secret chamber be-
neath Mount Ida on the Greek island of 
Crete.

There, baby Zeus began drinking the 
milk of a goat named Amalthea. He 
became so strong that he accidentally 
broke off one of Amalthea’s horns while 
they played. She filled the broken horn 
with herbs and fruit and 
gave it to Zeus. The food 
in Amalthea’s horn nev-
er ran out.

This myth is widely 
believed to be the origin 
of the word “cornuco-
pia.” The word is de-
rived from the Late Lat-
in terms “cornu,” for horn, and “copiae,” 
for copious, which together mean “horn 
of plenty.” 

Throughout the ages, the cornuco-
pia has often been portrayed as a horn 

or horn-shaped basket, sack 
or other vessel overflowing 
with fruits, grains, flowers 
and other foods. Depictions 
of this abundance adorn the 
state flags of Wisconsin and 
Idaho and the national flag of 
Peru. Animal horns have ap-
peared elsewhere throughout 
history as drinking vessels for 
children, including Bronze 

Age drinking 
horns found in 
the graves of in-
fants excavated in 
Bonyhád, Hun-
gary.

More recently, 
the cornucopia 
has become as-

sociated with the fall harvest 
and the Thanksgiving hol-
iday. But given its history, I 
think it’s a meaningful way 
to celebrate Mother’s Day. 
The cornucopia also honors 
the fertility and abundance 
of our Mother Earth, which 
awakens in spring.

My Mother’s Day cornucopia employs 
a chocolate-covered ice cream cone as a 
horn. Since ice cream cones are small, I 
make them in bunches, a veritable cor-
nucopia of cornucopias overflowing with 
strawberry-ricotta filling.

Chocolate, strawberries and cream 
seemed like a fitting combination of fla-
vors for Mother’s Day, and when I fed 

samples to a room of guests at a Mother’s 
Day pre-party, they were a hit.

The filling is based on the filling of a 
Sicilian cannoli, and the symbolism is 
just as rich. Using a horn full of milk as a 
baby bottle isn’t too different from giving 
a kid an ice cream cone. A fitting treat for 
your mother or anyone else you want to 
pamper.

Ice cream cone cornucopias
Pro tip: you don’t have to wait 

around for Mother’s Day to serve this 
creamy, conical indulgence.

Makes 10 copious cones
2 cups ricotta cheese
1/2 tablespoon butter
1 4-ounce chocolate bar
3 tablespoons chocolate-hazelnut
 spread, like Nutella
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1/4 cup powdered sugar (optional)
10 strawberries, washed and diced
10 ice cream cones
Mint for garnish
Pocky sticks or other long, thin
cookies for garnish
Set aside the ricotta to drain in a 

mesh strainer.
In a saucepan on low heat, melt and 

stir the butter, chocolate and choco-
late-hazelnut spread. When they’re 
completely melted and mixed, dip the 
cones one by one, covering the rims 
with chocolate on all sides. Find a way 
to support the cones upright, perhaps 
in small cups, and place them in the 
fridge to harden.

In a bowl, mix the strained ricot-
ta, vanilla extract, sugar and half the 
strawberries. Pack this mixture into 
the chocolate-dipped cones and top 
with more strawberries, a sprig of 
mint and whatever other fun, beauti-
ful things you can find.

A Mother’s Day cone-ucopia
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See Flash, Page 35  

FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Courtesy of Ari LeVaux 

Chocolate-dipped, strawberry and ricotta-filled 
ice cream cones make a perfect treat for 
Mother’s Day.

Events
from page 22

LAGE Game Night East - Variety of games. Bring 
your own or play games other people bring. All 
skill levels welcome. 6:30-11 p.m. The Junction, 
410 S. Clippert St., Lansing. meetup.com/lan-
sing/events.

LAGE Game Night West - 6:30-11 p.m. Frank’s 
Press Box, 7216 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. 
meetup.com/lansing/events.

Minecraft Mania! - We’ll have our Minecraft 
server set up and laptops ready to go! 6 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jeffer-
son St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org.

On the Same Page Book Club - Grades 7-12. 
Registration req. 6 p.m. Charlotte Community 
Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-
8859. charlottelibrary.org.

Preschool Family Storytime - Stories and 
literacy-enhancing activities for ages 1-6. 11 a.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jeffer-
son St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org. 

“Wild Florescence” - 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The 
Peoples Church of East Lansing, 200 W. Grand 
River Ave., East Lansing. 517-332-5073. thepeo-
pleschurch.com.

Wednesday, May 10
“A Course of Love” with Lucille Olson - 7 p.m. 
Zoom ID: 177 417 886. Passcode: 601744. unityl-
ansing.org.

After-School Enrichment Time - Kids can get 
their homework done, use the computers, eat 
snacks and have a great, safe time. 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Higher Ground Community Development 
Center, 3637 W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-894-1633.

BLAINE TRASH REMOVAL
Residential l Commercial lYardwork

Call Jay (517) 980-0468

Scientist
The Michigan State University Facility for Rare 
Isotope Beams seeks qualified candidates for the 
following full time position: 
Scientist (East Lansing, MI) Support all aspects of 
scientific data acquisition including software, 
hardware, and system integration. Support FRIB 
science program with reliable and scalable software 
and hardware solutions, data acquisition and 
analysis frameworks. Qualified candidates will 
possess Ph.D. in Physics or closely related field, + 3 
years' exp in any related position in physics accelera-
tor controls engineering. Must have 3 years' exp in 
data acquisition and analysis, and planning and 
developing object-oriented software frameworks for 
data acquisition. Must have exp with CERN ROOT, 
Python to build frameworks for analysis of specific 
experimental data, maintenance and control version 
software (Git), multi-sampling digitizer modules. 
To apply for this posting, please go to www.careers. 
msu.edu and search for posting number 855445. 
MSU is committed to achieving excellence 
through cultural diversity. The university actively 
encourages applications and/or nominations 
from women, persons of color, veterans 
and persons with disabilities. MSU is an  
affirmative action, equal opportunity employer.
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Rotary Park will be alive with music and art as we celebrate the 

opening of ArtPath with Lansing Art Gallery& Education Center 

and the start of our Summer Concert Series. 

Come out to see ArtPath on the beautiful Lansing River Trail by 

foot, bike or kayak (bikes and kayaks will be available to rent). 

You will be able to get a free map of ArtPath, meet the artists, 

and enjoy the 2023 public art installations! 

Purchase food and drinks from local vendors while you check 

out the newly installed art and listen to our first concert of the 

season. Then join us all season long for our Concerts in the 

Park series!

For more information on upcoming Parks & Rec events, follow us on Facebook 
or visit us at https://www.lansingmi.gov/161/Parks-Recreation

Kick O� Summer with Lansing Parks and Rec!

Looking for a fulfilling career? Need a 
Part Time job for the summer? Lansing 

Parks & Rec is hiring! Visit 
www.lansingmi.gov/432/Employment 

for more information.

The 2023 Mayor's Family Riverwalk will be 
held in-person and virtually on June 10, 

2023, at 9 am. Every participant receives a 
t-shirt, medal, and snacks at the end! Learn 

more or pre-register at
runsignup.com/Race/MI/Lansing/MayorsRiverwalkrun




