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We're building the future of senior
living right here in West Lansing

COMING EARLY 2025
Assisted Living and Memory Care

at DELTA
SALES CENTER:
635 East Saginaw Hwy.
Grand Ledge, MI 48837
PHONE: (517) 775-6217
thecourtyardatdelta.com

Currently under construction at 350 South Marketplace Blvd. in Lansing, MI

While living independently is key to maintaining health
and happiness, there may come a time when a little help 
with everyday activities can make a big di�erence in how 

much you or your loved one enjoys life.

The Courtyard at Delta

FOUNDERS
CLUB

CALL SARAHKATE at
(517) 775-6217 

to discuss your needs
and learn more.

Enjoy over $7,500 in 
Founders Club Perks

NOW ACCEPTING Founders Club Reservations!

BUY PASSES // SEE THE FULL SCHEDULE @ CCFF.CO

HAPPENING NOW THROUGH 4/20

DON’T MISS OUT ON
OUR SECOND WEEK
LINEUP OF EVENTS!

CCFF.CO/SCHEDULE

Michigan premiere films, 
eclectic live music, and 
the best drink deals in 
town. It’s a party.
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Formerly incarcerated advocates call for a fair chance at housing  

In 1980, a 17-year-old U.S. Army 
recruit named Robert Shearon was 
shipped off from Detroit to serve in 
South Korea.

 He spent the next two years 
overseas, but the lasting troubles 
began when he came back.

 “I joined right out of high school, 
and I never drank before I left. In 
any event, when I came home in 
1982, I was a full-blown alcohol-
ic and drug addict. I found myself 
walking around on my own, with 
no assistance or help. I don’t know 
how, but I was able to manage like 
this for years,” Shearon explained.

In 1998, addicted and with a 
then-undiagnosed case of PTSD, 
Shearon entered the Michigan 
prison system for the first time on 
a felony weapon charge. After his 
release in 2006, Shearon stayed 
out for two years before earning 
another sentence for armed rob-
bery in 2008. 

When he got out in 2018, 
Shearon moved into a Haslett 
townhome with his wife, Renee, a 
“childhood sweetheart” with whom 
he’d reconnected while serving his 
second sentence. Despite the bless-
ing of his parole officer, Shearon’s 
criminal record posed a problem 
when it came time to renew Re-
nee’s existing lease. 

“When we looked at the lease, 
it talked about felony convictions 
and the fact that, if you have one, 
you’re not even eligible to be on the 
property,” Shearon said. “I had to 
sneak around and avoid the man-
ager and the maintenance people 
for a year and a half just to be on 
a property that I should have been 
rightfully able to be on, because I 
was splitting rent.”

Members of Michigan Legisla-
ture have taken notice of the issue. 
Last June, Rep. Abraham Aiyash, 
D-Detroit, introduced Michi-

gan Fair Chance to Housing Act. 
House Bill No. 4878 would pro-
hibit landlords from using an ap-
plicant’s criminal record to deny 
them housing, aside from specific 
cases involving sex offenders and 
arsonists.

Last week, the Lansing City 
Council passed a resolution calling 
for the bill’s passage just a week 
after Gov. Gretchen Whitmer des-
ignated April as “Fair Housing 
Month” in Michigan. 

State Rep. Emily Dievendorf, 
D-Lansing, was one of 14 who 
spoke for the legislation before the 
Council, citing it as “an integral 
part of that larger, broader package 
to ensure housing accessibility for 
all of our residents.”

 “Regardless of mistakes in the 
past, regardless of efforts toward 
rehabilitation, we want to make 
sure that rehabilitation and correc-
tions actually means what it says,” 
Dievendorf said.

If passed, the bill would help 
those who find themselves in a 
similar situation to Shearon’s. In-
troduced last year, it is still in com-
mittee.

“My case is not unique. I was 
just self-medicating and trying to 
feed my drug and alcohol problem 
because I wasn’t getting the help 
anywhere else, and that led to my 
convictions,” Shearon said. “There 
are a lot of veterans and formerly 
incarcerated people who are going 
through the same thing right now, 
as we speak.”

Shearon, 61, became active with 
Nation Outside, a statewide orga-
nization founded in 2014 to advo-
cate for the formerly incarcerated. 
Through his involvement, he met 
Tony Gant, another formerly in-
carcerated Michigander who was 
named the group’s co-executive di-
rector in January.

 Gant, 51, served 20 years in pris-
on until 2015.

 “When I got out, I was pretty 
optimistic at least that I would be 
able to get a second chance, get a 
pretty good job and all those things 
that came along with rebuilding 
one’s life after incarceration. What 

I learned fairly quickly was that 
there are some pretty difficult bar-
riers in place for people with crim-
inal records,” Gant said. 

 Gant said passing the fair chance 
housing bill would be key to mini-
mizing what he called a “cascading 
effect of collateral consequences 
and perpetual punishment.”

“We may be mad at the individ-
ual for whatever crime they com-
mitted, but by punishing them af-
ter their release, we also harm the 
family that that person is tied to,” 

he explained, citing his 7-year-old 
son as an example.

“The reason experts say he’s more 
likely to be incarcerated himself is 
not because he’s bad, but because 
they factor in the type of barriers 
I’m going to face the rest of my life 
and how those affect him. That’s 
how, anecdotally, you can see gen-
erations of families tied up in the 
criminal legal system,” Gant said.

One of Gant’s allies in advocacy 
is Trisha Washburn, who signed 
on as Nation Outside’s Lansing en-
gagement specialist in November. 
Before moving to Lansing in 2020, 
she said she was “struck” by the 
barriers former offenders faced in 
housing through her work with the 
Northwest Michigan Community 
Action Agency in Petoskey.

“I worked to help get them into 
housing, and it was just atrocious 
to see how landlords would deny 
them right off the bat, even for 
things that were 20 years ago,” 
Washburn said.

 “It almost felt like housing was 
only for the best of the best,” she 
added. “If their credit wasn’t per-
fect, if they had unstable housing 
or employment history or past 
evictions, the landlord would get 
really sketched out about housing 
them.”

 Washburn noted that most of 
her formerly incarcerated clients 
stayed on the straight and narrow.

 “Even when they were sleeping 
on benches, they still didn’t com-
mit any crimes because they were 
just over it. They had grown up, 
and they just weren’t the kids they 
used to be,” she said. “I get that not 
everybody will change, but, in gen-
eral, people do age out of crime.”

 Rita Dunlop, an apartment 
manager with SJ Commercial 
Properties, which does business lo-
cally, echoed these observations at 
the Council meeting.

 “I have had many successful 
ex-offenders. Some of them have 
turned out to be some of my best 
tenants and are still there,” Dunlop 
said. “Many of them are so grate-
ful and thankful. It isn’t just about 

Lansing City Council
endorses legislation
to end discrimination

TYLER SCHNEIDER/CITY PULSE 

Tony Gant (left) and Robert Shearon 
are two formerly incarcerated 
Michiganders who are pushing for 
legislative housing reform on behalf 
of Nation Outside, a statewide orga-
nization advocating for the rights of 
ex-prisoners.

See Reform, Page 6
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
EAST LANSING HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearings to be held by the East Lansing 
Historic District Commission on Thursday, May 9, 2024 at 7:00 p.m., at the East Lansing 
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan 48823:

1. A public hearing will be held to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness 
application from Margaret Ann Walker on behalf of Beta Pi House Corporation of 
Kappa Alpha Theta Fraternity to construct a new rear patio seating area and 
stairway to the south of the existing KAΘ sorority house at 303 Oakhill Avenue.
2. A public hearing will be held to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness 
application from Nicole Saad on behalf of the Delta Gamma chapter of Kappa 
Kappa Gamma at 217 Beech Street. The request is to replace an existing garage 
and construct additional paved parking.
3. A public hearing will be held to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness 
application from AR&C Construction on behalf of Spartan Housing Cooperative, Inc. 
to replace existing roofing with a steel roof at 415 Ann Street.
4. A public hearing will be held to consider a Certificate of Appropriateness 
application from AR&C Construction on behalf of Spartan Housing Cooperative, Inc. 
to replace existing roofing with a steel roof at 425 Ann Street.

A staff report (Agenda Item Report) for each public hearing will be published on the City’s 
website the Friday before the meeting. To locate staff reports, please visit the City’s public 
meeting portal at https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ and select the meeting date. 
Written comments may be sent prior to the public hearing to 
coelhistoricdistricts@cityofeastlansing.com, or by mail to: East Lansing Historic District 
Commission, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, Michigan, 48823.

For more information on any agenda items listed above, please contact:
  

Landon Bartley, Principal Planner
517.319.6930 or lbartley@cityofeastlansing.com

https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ 

Materials related to the requests are available to review at the Department of Planning, 
Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI, 
48823 between the hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm, or online at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/currentapplications.  

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services 
must contact the Planning, Building, and Development Department, 410 Abbot Road, East 
Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 319-6930 (TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email at
rurdial@cityofeastlansing.com. 

This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and published in compliance with 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 P.A. 110.

      Marie E. Wicks
      City Clerk

CP#24-474

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE
CITY OF LANSING’S PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2024/2025 BUDGET

The City Council of the City of Lansing will conduct a Public Hearing on Monday, May 6, 2024, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Tony Benavides Lansing City Council Chambers on the 10th Floor of 
Lansing City Hall located at 124 W. Michigan Ave., on the proposed City of Lansing Fiscal 
Year 2024/2025 budget and capital improvements. The property tax millage rate proposed 
to be levied to support the proposed budget will be a subject of this hearing.

The proposed budget is available for public inspection on weekdays, in the City Clerk’s Office, 
9th floor City Hall, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. and online at lansingmi.gov/clerk.

All persons desiring to express an opinion about the proposed city budget, the tax rate, or 
proposed capital improvements are invited to attend this public hearing or submit written 
comments. 

If you are interested in this matter, please attend the public hearing or send a representative. 
Written comments will be accepted between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business days if 
received before 5 p.m., on the day of the Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, Ninth Floor, 
City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@lansingmi.gov.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#24-472

renting to them; it’s about welcom-
ing them in your rental community 
and having other tenants feel the 
same.”

Shearon said finding permanent 
housing was a primary reason he 
was able to find his footing after 
spending nearly 19 years behind 
bars. 

“If we house them and give them 
employment, guess what? They’re 
not going to break into your car, 
your garage or your home. Other-
wise, people are going to find a way 
to survive,” Shearon said.

Shearon finally escaped the cycle 
himself in February 2020, when 
he and his wife secured a mortgage 
on a home in Haslett through a VA 
loan. 

It was an achievement Shearon 
never thought he’d reach. 

“For so long, I thought I was just 
dealing with life. I thought I was 
just a screwed-up individual until 
2018, when my wife had mental 
health therapists in place for me 

when I was released. They diag-
nosed me with PTSD. I had never 
heard that term before,” Shearon 
said. 

“That saved my life, because 
from that day forward, there are 
no blemishes,” he added. “I’m now 
a homeowner, I’m financially se-
cure, and I’ve gained a wealth of 
knowledge and information from 
my experiences.”

While his post-traumatic stress 
disorder may never subside, 
Shearon has found a renewed sense 
of purpose through his work with 
Nation Outside. By telling his own 
story, he hopes to encourage leg-
islators to support the fair chance 
bill, while also inspiring other for-
merly incarcerated Michiganders 
to get the help they need. 

“These people were making 30 
cents a day in prison. So, when they 
finally have a job where they’re 
making $15 to $30 an hour, and a 
place to stay, they’re not trying to 
lose that,” he said. “If they’ve got 
the credit score, income and no 
present criminal activity, why not 
give them a chance to have a place 
to live?”

— TYLER SCHNEIDER

Reform
from page 5
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

Lansing Mayor Andy Schor 
sent four City Council members 
a long letter Friday defending 
his choice of the Masonic Temple 
building for a new city hall, ad-
dressing multiple concerns and 
asking them to reconsider their 
opposition. Ryan Kost, Jeffrey 
Brown, Tamera Carter and Trini 
Pehlivanoglu voted against the 
plan. Schor said if none of them 
gives him the fifth vote needed, 
he will abandon the proposal and 
consider options. Sources also told City Pulse that Chicago de-
veloper J. Paul Beitler will withdraw his proposal to convert the 
current City Hall into an upscale hotel if the Temple plan is not 
approved. The Council members have complained Schor’s plan 
is not transparent.

Alfreda Schmidt, 97, who 
served on the Lansing City 
Council from 1981 to 1993, 
died Monday at Sparrow Hos-
pital after a stroke. Schmidt, 
known for her signature hats, 
represented the southside’s 2nd 
Ward and was an Ingham County 
commissioner for four years. She 

was a powerful community advocate for many projects, includ-
ing the Hawk Island community-built playground. Her name 
was added to the Southside Community Center in 2012. Funeral 
arrangements are pending.

East Lansing Police Chief Kim 
Johnson was on paid administra-
tive leave while the city attorney 
investigated an internal com-
plaint received by the city’s Hu-
man Resources Department. The 
investigation is standard procedure, 
officials said.  Johnson was hired in 
2020. The Lansing State Journal 
reported that Johnson was expected 
back next week.

Responding to residents unhappy with its plan to re-
move islands with trees on a stretch of Martin Luther King 
Jr. Boulevard, the City of Lansing mailed more than 1,600 
postcards to property owners on both sides of MLK on April 
5, asking them to vote on one of two options. The new plan 

preserves trees and 
islands between Io-
nia and Lenawee 
streets and keeps 
MLK’s existing six-
lane configuration. 
But it eliminates the 
planned bike lane 
and green space. 
The original plan 
reduces lanes to five, 
removes the islands 

and trees and adds the greenspace and the bike path on the east 
side. The postcard requested responses by last Friday, but the 
department “will continue to accept” them after that.

Meridian Township Clerk Deborah 
Guthrie (pictured) filed Thursday to run 
as a Democratic write-in candidate 
for reelection after she was disquali-
fied from being on the August ballot for 
not paying $175 in fees for an affidavit 
of identity. Guthrie was elected in 2020 
and will possibly face Angela Demas, who 
filed to run Monday, according to WLNS 
6 News, and has yet to be qualified. Demas is the daughter of 
Michigan Advance editor Susan J. Demas.

Police are seeking five males alleged to have assaulted 
two individuals Monday near the MSU Main Library on West 
Circle Drive. The suspects are accused of intentionally seeking 

out the victims because 
of the “perpetrators’ 
sexual orientation bias,” 
determined by the com-
ments the suspects re-
portedly made, leading 
MSU Public Safety to 
call it a hate crime. 

U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren campaigned for President Joe 
Biden’s reelection in East Lansing Friday. She touted his ef-
forts to protect abortion rights, combat climate change and low-
er the cost of prescription 
drugs for seniors, veterans, 
and working families. Five 
years ago, she packed a gym-
nasium at Lansing Commu-
nity College while she cam-
paigned unsuccessfully for 
the 2020 Democratic pres-
idential nomination.

Ian Jason Lipsky, 51, of East Lansing, was sentenced to 30 
years in federal prison on two counts of sexually exploiting 
minors. He used social media platforms to communicate with 
“at least” eight minor boys from 2013 to 2020 in California and 
Michigan. The U.S. Attorney’s Office said Lipsky also was or-
dered to spend 10 years on supervised release after leaving pris-
on.

Public Safety
Two Lansing police officers and a suspect were shot outside 

a southside apartment building April 10 after detectives went 
there to conduct a “follow-up” investigation. All three who were 
shot suffered non-life-threatening injuries. … Travis Cressman, 
38, of St. Johns, was killed in a motorcycle-car accident Sun-
day. He was traveling south on South DeWitt Road, when he 
crossed into the northbound lane and struck a vehicle driven 
by a 17-year-old DeWitt boy. … The 61-year-old DeWitt man 
killed in the April 7 crash on U.S. 127 was identified Monday 
as Richard Loveless. An eastbound Jeep driven by a 57-year-old 
St. Johns man drove into his path. Authorities are investigating.

COMPILED BY STEVE UNDERWOOD FROM LOCAL NEWS SOURCES

Public Art of the Week is a new feature that 
rotates with Eyesore of the Week. If you 
have an idea for either, please email eye@
lansingcitypulse.com or call (517) 999-6704.

It’s not unusual to secure your 
own tombstone before you die. 
What is unusual is to send out a 
Christmas card of yourself posing 
in front of the stone with a mes-
sage “I’m still here.” 

That’s exactly what circus 
performer Arzeno Selden did each 
Christmas.

Lansing had no shortage of 
circus performers and aerial 
daredevils in the 1930s. One, 
Batman Clem Sohn, fell to his 
death in Paris in 1937.  Others 
were Batman Charles Zmuda and 
Art Davis, a local pilot who was 
the impresario of an aerial circus. 
They thrilled audiences across the 
U.S. and Canada.

If you pull into Deepdale Cem-
etery on Lansing’s far west side, 
one of the first views you see is of 
a large brown granite stone with 
the name Arzeno Eugene Selden 
emblazoned across it with the 
image of a muscular man flexing 
his biceps.

The verbiage explains that 
Selden was an aerial daredevil who 
did handstands from a tower and 
performed “the slide of life”: hang-
ing from his neck and sliding on a 
cable anchored to the ground.

On the reverse side of the stone 
is a graphic showing the actual 
apparatus of the slide, which was 
designed by Selden, who called 
himself a mechanical engineer.

Selden performed at county fairs 
and amusement parks across the 
country.

The daring man died in 1951 at 
age 63 from a heart attack after 
a serious injury he received while 
performing in Florida.

 BILL CASTANIER
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Monday marked the first time 
the governor and every other state 
official were required to post on a 
state website where they and their 
spouses get their money.

Thanks to Proposal 
1 from last year, Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer 
and all 146 current 
legislators must post 
at least vague infor-
mation on their assets 
on a new secretary of 
state web page.

The point is to expose anyone 
living high on the hog or exploiting 
their position for financial gain. It 
is a nice idea — but with more holes 
than a pasta colander.

Had this law been in place during 
the days of former House Speak-
er Lee Chatfield, we would have 
learned that he had received a salary 
from the State of Michigan, but not 
the amount. 

We could have read that he had 
investment accounts. But only the 
amount, if he wanted to.

He could disclose it if someone 
paid for his drinks and meals, as 
some people did. But it’s not explic-
itly written into the law, so some 
people disclosed it, and others did 
not.

If someone paid his airfare to a 
conference, he could disclose that 
someone paid for his airfare ... but 
leave out who it was or even where 
he was going.

We’d have learned that Chatfield 
has a wife named Stephanie. She is 
not a lobbyist. We would not have 
known that she kept books for the 
Peninsula Fund or any other non-
profits the Chatfield family allegedly 
used for personal benefit.

We know this from what showed 
up on other legislators’ sites:

Some listed out an exhaustive 
schedule of every fundraiser they 
ever attended where they received 
a free meal. Others left that whole 
section blank.

Sen. Joe Bellino listed that he and 
his wife own an estimated $30,000 
in jewelry. Sen. Jonathan Lindsey 
listed his 1970 Chevelle as an asset. 
Others shared painfully little.

A couple of lawmakers couldn’t 
figure out the website and gave 
up. Three legislators figured out 
the website twice and posted two 
rounds of information.

General confusion existed over 

whether it was necessary to report 
food and drink with lobbyists since 
lobbyists already report this on their 
own reports.

Outside of that, here were some 
highlights:

• Whitmer owns a company 
called Super Deluxe LCC, which 
The Detroit News reported Monday 
was created to manage her person-
al wealth in advance of her book’s 
release this summer. While proceeds 
from the book were announced to 
go to a nonprofit, it’s not known 
how much Whitmer is contracted to 
make from its sale.

• Lt. Gov. Garlin Gilchrist noted 
that his wife, Ellen, is the senior 
director of Early Childhood and 
Education Services for the United 
Way for Southeastern Michigan, 
which received childcare develop-
ment money from the Department 
of Education. 

• Secretary of State Jocelyn Ben-
son noted that her husband, Ryan 
Friedrichs, makes $400,000 as a 
lobbyist for New York-based Re-
lated Companies. She reported no 
business interactions he may have 
had with the state of Michigan. 

• Also, Benson received $10,000 
for giving the commencement ad-
dress at Wellesley College last year. 
She did not have to list this dollar 
amount, but she did anyway.

• Attorney General Dana Nessel is 
a trustee for the Plymouth Dem-
ocratic Club and her wife, Alanna 
Maguire, is a Plymouth city com-
missioner.

It’s all interesting bits of knowl-
edge, and none of it points to wider 
scandals. 

On one hand, it’s comforting 
to know that state leaders are not 
engaged in graft so blatant that they 
can’t help disclosing it. On the other 
hand, the public still has no clue 
who benefits from a nonprofit 527 
account or a 501(c)4.

We’ve learned that a few legisla-
tors have side businesses and are 
married to lobbyists, but we don’t 
know how much they make from 
these enterprises unless they volun-
tarily share their earnings.

In short, it wasn’t nothing. But it 
wasn’t everything, either.

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol 
news service MIRS at melinnky@
gmail.com.)

POLITICS

State’s new financial disclosure reports
are better than nothing — but barely

Reining in short-term rentals
will protect our neighborhoods
By JILL BAKER

(Jill Baker is president of the Grand 
Pointe Property Owners Association 
and resides in Dimondale.)

As a longtime resident of the close-
knit Dimondale community, I’ve 
witnessed the many changes that have 
come our way over the 
years. Our neighborhood 
has always been a sanctuary 
of sorts, where we’ve raised 
our families, shared count-
less joys and sorrows, and 
built lasting friendships. 
However, in recent years, 
we’ve seen the negative 
effect of the rise in unreg-
ulated short-term rentals. 
It is becoming painfully 
clear that we must take action 
to preserve our neighborhood’s 
safety and character. Part of the 
solution is ensuring proper regulations 
are in place to combat the unintended 
negative consequences of short-term 
rentals.

 Our community, a tapestry of vi-
brant and diverse residents, including 
many older individuals who are now 
moving on, is under threat. As more 
of our neighbors depart, investors are 
swooping in to purchase properties 
for use as short-term rentals, posing a 
significant risk to our community’s fab-
ric. I refuse to stand by and watch our 
neighborhood transform into a hodge-
podge of transient rentals that have no 
connection to our community. Yet, this 
is the unfortunate reality unfolding in 
many popular areas across Michigan.

It’s not just the erosion of our 
neighborhood’s unique character that 
worries me. It’s the safety and well-be-
ing of our community that is at stake. 
Unregulated short-term rentals have 
spawned a host of issues, leaving many 
residents feeling exposed and vulner-
able. Noise disturbances, disruptive 
parties, parking chaos and a constant 
influx of unfamiliar faces threaten to 
disrupt the peace and tranquility we’ve 
cherished for years. Our secure and 
comfortable neighborhood is teetering 
on the edge of becoming a district of 
transient party houses, with guests who 
have no stake in the community they’re 
visiting.    

Moreover, investors looking to pur-
chase houses to flip them into short-
term rentals could exacerbate these 
issues. These out-of-town investors 
have little concern for the consequenc-

es to our community related to the rise 
in unregulated short-term rentals. The 
rampant buying and selling of houses 
as mere commodities, with profit as the 
only goal, will drive up property values 
— pricing out people who want to live 
in a community and put down roots. It 
will make it harder for working fami-

lies to find affordable homes 
because they can’t afford to 
compete with corporate in-
vestors. These investors are 
willing and able to pay more 
than fair market value for a 
house (not a home) to profit 
from, but not participate in, 
the wonderful community 
we’ve worked so hard to 
build.      

 Our neighborhood is at a 
crossroads, and it is time to 

act. We must address the current 
reality by prioritizing our com-

munity’s long-term health, safety and 
well-being. Families want safe commu-
nities where they know their neighbors 
and their kids can play outside freely. 
Seniors want the assurance that the 
neighborhood where they’re settling 
down is one of peace and stability. 
It’s time to put sensible regulations 
in place to curb the rampant growth 
of short-term rentals to protect our 
unique character and ensure that our 
neighborhood remains a safe place 
where people can grow and thrive.

 Advocating for more regulation of 
these properties is not about stifling 
economic opportunities but rather 
about finding a balance between profit 
and preservation — between welcom-
ing newcomers and protecting our 
community’s essence. I ask our state 
legislators to pass a bill that gives local 
officials the tools to develop and imple-
ment regulations that put our neigh-
borhood’s well-being first. Long-term 
residents and families should not suffer 
the consequences of these unregulated 
properties; appropriate parameters 
must be put in place before this quickly 
evolving upward trend in short-term 
rentals spirals out of control. 

 Ultimately, regulations governing 
short-term rentals are about more than 
just preserving our physical surround-
ings. They are about protecting the 
heart and soul of our neighborhood, 
the bonds of daily interaction that tie 
us together and the sense of belonging 
we all cherish. Let’s act now to ensure 
that the place we call home remains a 
safe sanctuary for generations to come.

Opinion
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By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
As the 1950s jazz standard puts it, 

“Spring can really hang you up the 
most.”

For Lansing-area jazz lovers, April 
brings one of the biggest bashes of 
the year, an all-star tribute to a local 
jazz legend by the Jazz Alliance of 
Mid-Michigan.

They’re all celebrations, but this 
year’s is bittersweet.

Honorees Beth and Al Cafagna 
weren’t professional musicians, but 
they were a pitch-perfect duo for 52 
years until Al died in summer 2022.

For many years, the Cafagnas took 
their names off the nomination lists. 
They had no interest in diverting the 
spotlight from others they felt were 
more deserving.

“Al just loved to support jazz, play 
his saxophone, sing with our dance 
trio and teach philosophy,” Beth said. 
“We were dedicated volunteers.”

But, as co-founders of East Lan-
sing’s Summer Solstice Jazz Festival 
and longtime supporters of many lo-
cal jazz events and music education 
programs, the Cafagnas were only 
ducking the inevitable. 

When Al died, Beth softened her 
stance. A distinguished lineup of lo-
cal musicians will perform, reminisce 
and give both Cafagnas their due at 
Sunday’s (April 21) tribute.

Among the musicians performing is 
veteran drummer Jeff Shoup. About a 
year before Al died, when he was too 
ill to travel, Shoup and other musi-
cians associated with Jazz Tuesdays 
at Moriarty’s Pub organized a con-
cert at Corey Cafagna 
Park, next door to the 
Cafagnas’ house. The 
park is named after 
the Cafagnas’ younger 
son, who died in 2000 
at age 16.

Al enjoyed the mu-
sic from his wheel-
chair, insisting he was 
the luckiest person in 
the world.

Sunday’s tribute will serve as a re-
minder that for more than 50 years, 
Beth and Al were a unit.

“We did everything together,” Beth 
said. “We believed in the same values 
and sociopolitical ideals, and jazz fit 
right into those.”

When Beth says she was “born and 
raised at Michigan State University,” 
she isn’t kidding. She grew up living 
in student housing at MSU, where 
her father, Professor Thomas Greer, 
organized teach-ins, strikes and other 

anti-war activities 
during the Vietnam 
era. She studied 
English, education 
and anthropology 
at MSU and earned 
her bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees.

She grew up with 
big-band and swing 
music in the house 

all the time. She was ready for a seri-
ous immersion in jazz, and she got it, 
courtesy of a Detroit jazz enthusiast 

and political activist named Al.
The duo met at an anti-war meeting 

at MSU in 1968.
One of their first dates (“sort of,” she 

qualified) was chaperoning a busload 
of some 40 MSU students to Wash-
ington to march against the war.

Another early “date” was a protest 
at Dow Chemical in Midland against 
the production of napalm.

Their first non-political date was 
seeing legendary saxophonist Dexter 
Gordon at Baker’s fabled Keyboard 
Lounge in Detroit. Beth was under-
age, but Al told a sympathetic door-
man she wouldn’t drink much.

“He ordered me a brandy Alexan-
der, and we listened to Dexter Gordon 
in a smoke-filled room,” she said.

Al was born into a big Italian family 
in Detroit in 1932. He attended Berk-
ley High School and Cass Technical 
High School in the late 1940s, when 
Detroit was a jazz mecca. Al knew 

many of the greats personally: band-
leader Harold McKinney, guitarist 
Kenny Burrell, pianist Hank Jones, 
Jones’ brother Elvin (John Coltrane’s 
volcanic drummer) and on and on.

On one occasion, Al loaned his sax-
ophone to Frank Foster, leader of the 
“New Testament” lineup of Count 
Basie’s band, when Foster’s saxo-
phone was stolen. Foster was living in 
Detroit and was due to go on the road 
with Basie the next day.

Decades later, Beth and Al’s older 
son, Carl, played in the Basie band for 
the premiere of Foster’s original piece 
dedicated to Detroit.

Foster greeted the Cafagnas warmly 
after the gig.

“Do you still have that horn?” he 
asked Al. “That was a great horn.”

Al got a bachelor’s degree in anthro-
pology at Wayne State University and 
master’s and doctoral degrees in phi-

Courtesy of Beth Cafagna

Al (left) and Beth Cafagna at an early Summer Solstice Jazz Festival in East Lansing.

15th annual Jazz Alliance of 
Mid-Michigan Tribute: Beth 
and Al Cafagna
Sunday, April 21
2-5 p.m.
UrbanBeat
1213 Turner St., Lansing
$50 at jazzjamm.org, $55 at the door

‘We were always doing music’
Jazz community pays tribute to Beth and Al Cafagna
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

See Beth and Al Cafagna, Page 10
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losophy at the University of Michigan. 
He joined the faculty at MSU in 1966 
and taught there until he retired at 
age 70. 

Listening to Al’s up-to-date record 
collection, Beth saw the connections 
between the Great American Song-
book she loved — the swing melodies, 
foxtrots and show tunes of old — and 
the innovations of 1950s and ‘60s jazz. 

“It was all connected,” she said. “We 
were always doing music and listen-
ing to music.”

For many years, the Cafagna Trio, 
with Beth on piano, Al on saxophone 
and vocals and Carl on drums and 
vocals, was a staple at East Lansing’s 
Active Living for All lunch group and 
many charity fundraisers. The trio 
played dance music from the big-
band era of the 1930s and ‘40s.

“That was Al’s passion in life,” Beth 
said. “He didn’t improvise a lot, but he 
played those songs from the ‘30s, ‘40s, 
‘50s. We probably have 200 songs in 
our files that we learned.”

In the late 1980s, the Cafagnas and 
two fellow jazz supporters, Kay Shap-
iro and pianist Sandy Izenson, formed 
the Mid-Michigan Jazz Society. The 
group hosted Sunday afternoon con-
certs at local restaurants, featuring 
local musicians and jam sessions with 
students. After some ebb and flow, the 
group morphed into the Jazz Alliance 
of Mid-Michigan.

The Summer Solstice Jazz Festival, 
now a major regional jazz event, began 
humbly in 1996, when the Cafagnas 
organized a late-evening jazz concert  
featuring local musicians at MSU’s 
Erickson Kiva to follow a production 
at the Summer Circle Theatre. 

“We were copying something they 
did in Scandinavia for the summer 
solstice, where they started at 10 p.m. 
and went all the way to 6 the next 
morning,” Beth said.

With the support of the East Lan-
sing Arts Commission, the concert 
evolved into an annual event, held 
in front of El Azteco or in the Valley 
Court area. By 1998, attendance grew 
from 800 to 8,000.

Al founded and ran the festival, 
with the imprimatur of the East Lan-
sing Arts Commission, but Beth was 
equally invested.

After a few years, the festival grew 
to two days.

Beth, Al and other volunteers 
crawled all over the city, posting 
handbills and looking for donors.

“It was real grassroots volunteer-
ism,” Beth said. 

In 2007, MSU Jazz Studies director 
Rodney Whitaker became the festi-
val’s artistic director. In 2010, an of-
ficial advisory board supplanted the 
informal, overworked team of “Al and 
Beth and friends.”

A synergy between the city of East 
Lansing, the burgeoning Jazz Stud-
ies program at MSU and private and 
commercial donors enabled the festi-
val to host MSU-based national stars 
like Etienne Charles, Diego Rivera 
and Michael Dease and extend its 
reach across the state and beyond. 

“It was just such a joy to Al and 
me to watch it grow,” Beth said. “We 
were able to bring nationwide artists, 
which I never thought we could do — 
the Jeff Hamilton Trio, Johnny O’Ne-
al.” 

A partnership with the Wharton 
Center took things to the next level, 
bringing in cutting-edge headliners 
and Grammy winners like Cyrille 
Aimée, Cécile McLorin Salvant, Tia 
Fuller and Esperanza Spalding.

As the festival grew in stature and 
scope, a key point of pride for the Caf-
agnas was the Education Stage, where 
groups of MSU and high school stu-
dents got the chance to shine.

“Sometimes people would say, ‘I like 
the in-between groups better than the 
main event,’” Beth said.

Education, especially in music, 
was a lifelong priority for the cou-
ple, extending to their two sons. Carl, 
who will turn 50 this summer, is an 
award-winning Detroit-area saxo-
phonist and bandleader. Corey played 
trumpet and sang in the MSU Chil-
dren’s Choir and high school choir. 
When Corey died, the Cafagnas estab-
lished an endowment to support jazz 
programs for students in middle and 
high school jazz bands.

Beth is looking forward to Sun-
day’s tribute, but, to her credit, she’s 
not crazy about the $50 ticket price. 
Proceeds from the event go to the 
Cafagna/Izenson Scholarship, which 
awards $500 to two local high school 
students for private lessons or sum-
mer study at the Interlochen Center 
for the Arts or another music camp.

“Even some of my friends can’t af-
ford it,” Beth said. “But it goes toward 
the scholarship, and that’s good. One 
of the joys Al and I had was following 
the students, all the way from when 
they came in as freshmen until maybe 
their master’s. We try to be supportive, 
be encouraging, take their picture and 
send it to them. It’s kind of like having 
more children to follow and see them 
succeed. It’s really rewarding.”

Beth and Al Cafagna
from page 9
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By TYLER SCHNEIDER
Specializing in sour craft beers and 

upscale pub food, 
East Lansing’s Jolly  
Pumpkin Café and 
Brewery overcame 
the onslaught of 
the COVID-19 pan-
demic to open its 
doors in fall 2020. 

In the years 
since, the Michi-
gan-based chain, 
which also has loca-
tions in Ann Arbor, 
Detroit, Dexter, 
Grand Rapids and 
Traverse City, has 
become a fixture 
of East Lansing’s 
downtown scene. 

Assistant manag-
er Rudy Richmond was tapped about 
a year ago to help facilitate the con-
version of the adjacent space west of 
Jolly Pumpkin into a sister business. 
The idea was to bring Mash, a bour-
bon, whiskey and beer bar run by the 
same ownership group as Jolly Pump-
kin, to the 4,800-square-foot space to 
appeal to those primarily looking for 
libations. 

Featuring seating for 150 people 
and a stage equipped for live music, 
Mash opened its doors Jan. 25. It’s 
the third location of the small chain 
that started in Ann Arbor more than 
a decade ago, with a second opening 
in Ypsilanti in 2021. The East Lansing 
location is connected to Jolly Pump-
kin via two hallways, but the spaces 
intentionally offer slightly different 
vibes. 

Before Mash opened, Jolly Pumpkin 
only had a brewer’s license, meaning 
it couldn’t serve alcohol it didn’t make 
itself. With the addition of Mash, both 
can now serve third-party alcoholic 
beverages. Mash patrons can also or-
der food from Jolly Pumpkin. 

Mash’s focus, however, is the drinks. 
While specific offerings are subject to 
seasonal tweaks, the menu includes 
a fleet of specialty craft cocktails, 14 
varieties of bourbon, 10 varieties of 
whiskey, nine types of wine, 10 beers 
on tap, additional canned and bottled 
beers and much more. 

Initially, the idea was that the new 
venture would attract a slightly older 
crowd than typical East Lansing bars, 
somewhere between the ages of 25 

and 40. 
“I know that a lot of college stu-

dents don’t really care for bourbon 
and whiskey and stuff like that. That 
can be an acquired taste once you get 
older,” Richmond said. 

However, the crowd is largely de-
pendent on the night. While Wednes-
days and Sundays are great for a low-
key drink after dinner, Mash hosts live 
music every Friday night and DJs on 
Thursday and Saturday nights. 

“When we have the DJs, you’ll see 
more college students. On Friday 
nights, we’ll get a mixed crowd of peo-
ple,” Richmond said. 

The Friday night shows have prov-
en to be “way more popular than we 
thought,” he added. “So much so that 
we now have two acts on Fridays. We’ll 
have a solo acoustic act that goes on at 
7 p.m., and then we’ll have our main 
band, which goes on around 10 p.m.”

Having worked in the East Lansing 
restaurant and bar scene for close to a 
decade, Richmond has enough expe-
rience to know that the response he’s 
seen from guests so far is something 
special.

“When I was in college here, nobody 
cared about live music. It’s really kind 
of cool to be here to see how things 
have changed over time,” he said. 

Come to Mash for the spirits,
stay for the musical offerings

Mash Bar

212 Albert St., East 
Lansing
5 p.m.-midnight 
Wednesday, Sunday
5 p.m.-2 a.m. 
Thursday-Saturday
(517) 858-2100
mashbar.net

Courtesy photo

Mash Bar opened in the adjacent space 
west of Jolly Pumpkin in East Lansing on 
Jan. 25, featuring a stage equipped for 
live music every Friday night and DJs on 
Thursday and Saturday nights.
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By BILL CASTANIER
In her book, “Mother of Orphans: 

The True and Curious Story of Irish Al-
ice, A Colored Man’s Widow,” Lansing 
author Dedria Humphries Barker tells 
the true story of her great-grandmother 
Alice Donlan, a second-generation Irish 
American who married a Black man in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, during the hostile Jim 
Crow era. 

After Donlan’s husband, John Hen-
ry Johnson, died in 1912, she returned 
to work as a hotel maid and placed her 
three mixed-race children, ages 10, 8 
and 2, in an orphanage. The oldest child, 
a daughter, would become Barker’s 
grandmother.

When Donlan died in Detroit in 1961, 
surrounded by her Black family, Barker 
began to wonder about the orphanage 
story and her Irish heritage.

Barker’s writing career stretches back 
to her time at Wayne State University, 
where she earned her bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in English.

In addition to writing for three news-
papers and working in communications 
at Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan 
and the Michigan State University Col-
lege of Human Medicine, Barker was an 
English professor at Lansing Communi-
ty College for 18 years before retiring.

While working for the Michigan 
Chronicle, a weekly Black newspaper in 
Detroit, she had the chance to interview 
James Baldwin, Jacob Lawrence and 

Amiri Baraka, a trifecta for the young 
journalist.

Barker’s book is part genealogical re-
search and part mystery as she tells the 
complex story of race relations and a 
mixed-race family in the early part of the 
20th century. 

“One generation’s secrets are another 
generation’s history,” she said.

It’s those secrets — and some gnarly 
bureaucratic mistakes by government 
enumerators — that she probes in the 
book. 

Early on, Barker makes it clear that 
Donlan sent her children to an orphan-
age in hopes of them getting an educa-
tion and bettering themselves, a charac-
teristic that was passed down through 
the generations 
of the family. She 
writes, “Most Irish 
brought little or 
nothing to America 
but their intense in-
terest in education.”

She also explains 
that although her 
great-grandmother 
put her children 
in an orphanage, 
she didn’t aban-
don them. She 
visited, checked 
them out for vaca-
tions and holidays 
and bought them 
clothes and gifts.

Through the re-
telling of the story, 
readers realize that 
giving her children up was the hardest 
thing Donlan ever had to do.

The author leaves nothing on the table 
in telling the story of a mixed-race mar-
riage during an era when they were often 
outlawed and even prosecuted. She also 
tells a story that still resonates today of 
a single mother trying to navigate child-

care and work while assuring her chil-
dren receive an education.

Barker said she started researching 
the book in the ‘90s and that writing it 
“was 20 years in the making before it 
was published.” For her, the hardest part 
of the writing process was shifting be-
tween information she collected through 
research and family beliefs while recon-
ciling public records like birth certifi-
cates and census data, which she found 
weren’t always correct.

The author found it necessary to fill 
in some details that were lost to histo-
ry. She was required to speculate about 
Johnson’s life by doing dogged research 
about his employment as a horseman for 
a Cincinnati businessman and a stone 

mason.
Through her his-

torical research, 
Barker paints a pic-
ture of Ohio in the 
early 20th century 
that belies the state’s 
conservative policies 
of today. Perhaps best 
representing that 
liberal thought of a 
hundred years ago 
is a wedding certifi-
cate the author found 
recognizing the le-
gal marriage of her 
great-grandparents 
in 1899. At the time, 
many states pro-
hibited mixed-race 
marriage through 
anti-miscegenation 

laws, but not Ohio. 
Another challenge was “making sure 

the Black family didn’t come across as 
the bad guys, especially as it related to 
education,” Barker said.

The book details how, following the 
death of Donlan’s husband, she was 
shunned by her white family. 

On the other hand, Barker said the 
easiest part of writing the book was 
capturing the personalities of the Black 
women.

“I knew all of them, and there were 
things about them I could trace directly 
to Irish Alice,” she said.

Despite being born 10 years after the 
Civil War, Donlan came to Detroit to 
live with her Black family and was alive 
when Barker was young.

“I knew her,” Barker said. “We could 
trace our bland soul food to the influence 
of Irish Alice.”

The best part of writing the book for 
Barker was sharing the historical fami-
ly research with Donlan’s daughter, her 
grandmother.

“She was in a nursing home, and her 
early family and friends were dead. I 
would tell her what I found, and she 
would lean forward and ask, ‘Do you 
know them?’ I would answer, ‘I do,’” 
Barker said.

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION

EFFECTIVE
MEDIATION

76th  
MICHIGAN ANTIQUARIAN 

BOOK & PAPER SHOW
Sunday, April 21st  9:30 AM - 5 PM   Free Parking

Causeway Bay Hotel & 
Conference Center
6810 S. Cedar, Lansing

Bring this coupon for $1 off
$5 admission price

ArtByNevin Art_By_Nevin

nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655 

FREE
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‘One generation’s secrets are another generation’s history’
Dedria Humphries Barker 
digs into her family’s past
to answer lasting questions

Courtesy of Dedria Humphries Barker

Lansing author Dedria Humphries Barker 
tells the complex life story of her Irish-
American great-grandmother in her 
book, “Mother of Orphans: The True and 
Curious Story of Irish Alice, A Colored 
Man’s Widow.”
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FOR REGISTERED QUALIFYING PATIENTS ONLY OR FOR USE BY INDIVIDUALS 21 YEARS OF AGE
OR OLDER FOR ADULT USE, KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN. IT IS ILLEGAL TO DRIVE A MOTOR VEHICLE WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE
OF MARIJUANA. ACTUAL VALUE OF THC AND CBD MAY VARY FROM REPORTED VALUE BY 10%. NATIONAL POISON CONTROL CENTER 1-800-222-1222

1234 E GRAND RIVER AVE WEST OF HAGADORNEAST LANSING MED + REC

SWAG BAGS, RAFFLES & MORESSWWAG BAGS, RAFFLES & MORREE

STOREWIDE SALE
BUY 1 GET 1 FOR 50% OFF

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. SOME EXCLUSIONS MAY APPLY.

SIGN UP FOR
REWARDS
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DISCLAIMER:  For use by individuals 21 years of age or older or registered qualifying patients only. Keep out of reach of children. It is illegal to drive a motor vehicle while under the influence of marihuana. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222

WARNING: USE BY PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING WOMEN, OR BY WOMEN PLANNING TO BECOME PREGNANT, MAY RESULT IN FETAL INJURY, PRETERM BIRTH, LOW BIRTH WEIGHT, OR DEVELOPMENTAL PROBLEMS FOR THE CHILD.

FLOWER BAR | FOOD TRUCKS | DAB BAR | PREMIUM VENDORS | LIVE GLASS BLOWING | AND MORE

PRESENTS

FREE ADMISSION | CONSUMPTION EVENT | 10AM-7PMISH | 21+

WITH DESMOND JONES ॰ DJ ROCK CITY
CORZO EFFECT ॰ DJ BIZZY ॰ DJ RUCKUS ॰ MIKEYYAUSTIN & THE SOULCIAL CLUB 

SCAN TO RSVP INSANE DEALS
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HAPPY 420, STONERS!
For our third annual 420 Gift Guide — and my first as the keeper of the Lansterdam in Review flame for City Pulse — I have chosen items with an eye toward 

trying to provide something for all tastes. Many products are sourced from local cultivators and processors. We are blessed to be in the epicenter of Michigan’s dope 
industry — no small thing, considering the leading role our state has assumed nationally. I hope you all have a great Stoney 420 and can try some great products from 
top-tier companies and provisioning centers. 

— CHRIS SILVA

- CBD/topicals -

Dr. Evans has a normal 
weekly stint at Local Roots 
to help consumers utilize 
CBD and other cannabi-
noids for their ailments. 
This offering is one of the 
most effective CBD topi-
cals you can find. Be sure 
to get this for those with 
extreme muscle pain and 
other aches. 

weekly stint at Local Roots 

Dr. Evans CBD topical 
Local Roots

Peaceful 
Pet CBD Pet 
drops 
Local Roots

$45/3oz

$15

You can’t forget 
about your four-
legged friend this 
420, can you? 
I like this brand 
of pet drops and 
have seen a lot of 
improvement in my 
dog over the years 
with daily CBD 
intake. It’s easy to 
just dose on food, 
and most dogs 
can’t even notice 
the taste. It’s safe, 
100% THC-free, for 
your pet’s safety.

This CBD-based topical is an old-
school classic around Lansing. 
The team at MOR has a nice 
lineup of scents and cannabinoid 
spreads, many CBD options and 
a multi-year record of consistency 
and innovation. This is a great gift 
for the canna-curious in your life. 

MOR 1:1 rub
Pincanna 

$40/3oz 

See Gift guide, Page 16

Pet CBD Pet 

Local Roots

You can’t forget 
about your four-
legged friend this 
420, can you? 
I like this brand 
of pet drops and 
have seen a lot of 
improvement in my 
dog over the years 
with daily CBD 
intake. It’s easy to 
just dose on food, 
and most dogs 
can’t even notice 
the taste. It’s safe, 
100% THC-free, for 
your pet’s safety.

See Gift guide, Page 16
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- FLOWER -

- PRE-ROLLS -

This strain surprised me 
with a truly tropical and 
earthy-tasting backend. 
This cut is one of my favor-
ites from these Lansing 
operators and gives some 
real strain variety to a 
market that needs it. It is 
a great option for a relax-
ing afternoon smoke that 
almost any stoner would 
appreciate. 

This is a gassy and mas-
sively potent GMO cross. 
Real Leaf Solution is a 
legal market OG and has 
Lansing caregiver roots. 
I was familiar with this 
cultivator during the care-
giver days, and this cut 
takes me back. This is a 
great gift for terp junkies or 
those who want to support 
an OG in the legal market.

Ice Kream Hash Co is 
known for live rosin and 
other solventless offerings. 
This new product mixes 
three strains of flower into 
one joint along with three 
strains of live rosin to pro-
duce complex terp profiles 
that seem to change over 
the joint’s life. Any hash 
head would be happy to 
receive this on 420! These infused blunts from Fruit & Fuel are a phe-

nomenal deal for the price! They burn pretty smooth-
ly and are not weighed down by any artificial tastes. 
Pincanna in EL always has a great variety of strains 
so there’s bound to be something you like.

Nothing like ole-reliable for a 
stony 420 weekend. Lansing’s 
favorite Turn N’ Burn cannabis 
offers up a newer take on their 
ever-popular Mafia Funeral 
strain that adds a little octane 
to make this pre-roll really kick!

 Pincanna sells small buds 
of its strains under the brand 
“The Smallz” at a discounted 
price. It’s a great opportunity 
to try some top-notch flower 
at a more accessible price 
point. I wasn’t too into the 
idea, but I have smoked an 
entire ounce over the last few 
weeks from the bag I picked 
up the last time I was at the 
Pincanna shop. Any pothead 
would be happy to find an 
ounce of this under the weed 
plant on 420.

Premier Cannabis 
Farms coconut 
gelato 
Sapura

Real Leaf 
Solutions 
GMOreoz
Local Roots

Ice Kream Hash 
Co. Neapolitan
Lake Life Farms Fruit & Fuel 

2g Infused 
Live resin 
blunts
Pincanna 

Turn N’ Burn Candy 
Mob Burnout 
infused 
Local Roots

The Smallz
Pincanna 

Lake State Canna 
Blue Slushie 
Sapura

$25/3.5g

Blue Slushie was rec-
ommended to me by 
the staff at Sapura. Its 
light, sugary taste won 
me over. Lake State 
Canna does a superb 
job of making flowers 
accessible for all price 
points without sacri-
ficing quality. This is a 
perfect gift for anyone 
who likes a pleasantly 
tasty smoke. 

$35/3.5g

$25/ 3.5g

$45/2.5g

$12/2g blunt 

$10 1G 

$99/28g

Sherb Cream Pie will 
surely be on the top of 
everyone’s 420 list this 
year. I have been smok-
ing this great cut of it 
from Lansing operators 
Franklin Fields all week 
while preparing this guide; 
I couldn’t be happier with 
the uplifting daytime high. 
Be sure to swoop this up 
for you or someone you 
love today!

Franklin Fields Sherb Cream Pie

$20/3.5g 

True North is one of the 
most trusted brands in 
the legal game. This 
is my first experience 
with its flower, and True 
North knocks it out the 
park. The nose smell 
on this makes you want 
to smoke it, and the 
taste does not disap-
point either; the sharpie 
terps really hit on this 
one; be sure to grab 
this one for your 420 
plans today!

True North Permanent Marker 
Local Roots

$35/3.5g

This is a throwback strain that 
will delight new and old heads 
alike. Old School Organics is 
one of my favorites and, in 
my opinion, one of the most 
consistent cultivators in the 
legal market. This strain will 
be sure to lift your spirits and, 
if you’re the right age, bring 
out bring out some flavors that 
are sure to make you nostalgic 
for the subtle sour flavors that 
became popular in cannabis 
back in the day

Old School 
Organics AJs Sour 
Diesel 
Local Roots

$35/3.5g
Premier Cannabis 

Sherb Cream Pie will 
surely be on the top of 
everyone’s 420 list this 
year. I have been smok-
ing this great cut of it 
from Lansing operators 
Franklin Fields all week 
while preparing this guide; 
I couldn’t be happier with 
the uplifting daytime high. 
Be sure to swoop this up 
for you or someone you 
love today!

Franklin Fields Sherb Cream Pie

$20/3.5g 

ing afternoon smoke that 
almost any stoner would 

sively potent GMO cross. 

legal market OG and has 

cultivator during the care-

$35/3.5g

$25/3.5g

- PRE-ROLLS -

Ice Kream Hash Co is 
known for live rosin and 
other solventless offerings. 
This new product mixes 
three strains of flower into 
one joint along with three 
strains of live rosin to pro-
duce complex terp profiles 
that seem to change over 
the joint’s life. Any hash 
head would be happy to 

These infused blunts from Fruit & Fuel are a phe-
nomenal deal for the price! They burn pretty smooth-

Ice Kream Hash 
Co. Neapolitan
Lake Life Farms Fruit & Fuel 

2g Infused 
Live resin 
blunts
Pincanna 

$12/2g blunt Nothing like ole-reliable for a 
stony 420 weekend. Lansing’s 
favorite Turn N’ Burn cannabis 
offers up a newer take on their 
ever-popular Mafia Funeral 
strain that adds a little octane 
to make this pre-roll really kick!

Turn N’ Burn Candy 
Mob Burnout 
infused 
Local Roots

$10 1G 

Turn N’ Burn Candy 
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- EDIBLES -

- ACCESSORIES -

$8/1.62oz

$6

$34.99

$249

$6

These are a great option for people with a lower 
tolerance or for folks with a high tolerance who 
want to crush the whole bag. The taste makes 
that possible. This is one of the better non-gummy 
options and a unique treat for a great gift this year. 

Funky Extracts Roasted 
Almonds
Pincanna 

Shattered Thoughts 
Entourage Gummies
Local Roots

Sweet Justice Infused 
Elderberry Pom 2:1 
Lansing Botanical Co.

Puffco Proxy 

The Patient 
Journal-
Medical 
Cannabis 
Companion 
Journal

$15 per package

This potent, indica-leaning 
strain delivered for me. 
It elevated my mood and 
left me with a relaxed and 
pleasant disposition. This 
is a great gift option for 
relaxing and killing a few 
hours before bed.

On of my favorite pre-rolls. This .5g 
infused joint delivers potent and tasty 
offerings from some of the most 
sought-after cultivators Ice Kream Hash 
Co. could find. This a great gift for your 
friends who appreciate flavor and quality 
above all else. 

Premier Cannabis 
JEALOUSY 
Sapura

Ice Kream Hash Co. 
Single Scoop .5g 
live rosin infused 
joint
Lake Life Farms

$8/1g $10/.5g

I was so excited to feature this product, 
which is a gummy fortified with multi-
ple cannabinoids to create synergies 
among them. This “Entourage effect” 
mimics the full spread of cannabinoids 
found in the full plant. Pick these up for 
someone who likes to experience the 
full spectrum of the cannabis plant.

Some long-time caregivers produce 
Sweet Justice out of Franklin Fields. 
This newly increased dosage pairs 
10mg of THC with 5mg of CBD to 
create a perfect dose for an afternoon 
beverage. Better yet, a portion of 
every Sweet Justice sold goes to a 
fund that works on restorative justice 
around cannabis. It’s a great gift for 
the cannabis activist in your life. 

 Don’t let the small size or 
waterless chamber fool you, this 
thing absolutely rips. I have had 
mine attached to my hip ever 
since I got it. The price tag can 
be steep, but it’s an investment 
in being high, and the price is 
totally worth it. This is a great 
gift for the oil head on the go in 
your life. 

This is a perfect gift for folks look-
ing to use cannabis for a particular 
ailment. The journal allows users 
to keep track of strain, terpenes, 
effects and much more. This is also 
a perfect gift for anyone who wants 
to track the effects of specific strains 
or other THC products.      There is 
a less medical-minded recreational 
journal available, too!

Michigan Organic Rub 
Infused Granola  bites
Pincanna 
These super delicious individually 
wrapped granola bites taste great and 
are made with top-notch ingredients 
and cannabis. These are an amazing 
first edible offering from OG cannabis 
brand Michigan Organic Rub. A per-
fect gift for folks who want the tastier, 
healthier non, non-gummy option. 

$249

that possible. This is one of the better non-gummy 
options and a unique treat for a great gift this year. 

totally worth it. This is a great 
gift for the oil head on the go in 
your life. 

  Puffco.com

  Shopgoldleaf.com

See Gift guide, Page 18
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- CONCENTRATES/VAPE -

Ice Kream Hash Co. is becoming a premier sol-
ventless brand in Michigan, and this strain is a 
great reminder of that. The tropical terps deliver at 
an amazingly accessible price point. Pick this up 
for any dabhead in your life. 

These no-frill vape carts continue to impress me. 
The minimal flavoring gives a clean, potent and 
discreet rip. The best part is that a portion of every 
sale goes towards commissary funds for incar-
cerated cannabis felons. This is a great deal for a 
good cause, a perfect gift for any head in your life.

This baller jar from Fruit and Fuel is an 
absolute steal! The terps on this, and 
all the fruit and fuel for that matter, are 
always on point. The accessible price 
point makes this a perfect gift for the 
heavy dabber in your life. 

Shatter still matters! There was once a time when this concentrate for-
mat was king. Gold Crown is one of the only outfits in the legal game 
still rocking shatter, along with batters, terp sugars, and numerous 
other fishing methods for concentrate. Be sure to check out some old-
school shatter for the nostalgic heads on your 420 list. 

Sometimes, a joint won’t do 
it, and I like products like 
this crumble when that time 
comes. I have been tossing 
this very affordable crumble 
in my joints all week. Its sub-
tle flavor is just enough to let 
me know it’s in there, but the 
effect doesn’t let me forget 
me, either. It’s a great gift for 
heavy stoners looking for a 
cost-effective way to liven up 
their joints. 

This new offering 
from Packwoods 
delivers a gram 
of live resin in a 
small, discreet, dis-
posable vape. The 
brand also offers 
2g versions that 
allow you to save 
a little cash. This 
is a perfect gift 
for someone who 
needs a discreet 
option but also 
wants a slightly 
nicer taste. 

Ice Kream Hash Co. Sunny D 
Live Rosin
Lake Life Farms

Franklin Fields Commissary carts
Lansing Botanical Co.

Fruit and Fuel Rainbow 
Belts #16 live resin
Pincanna 

Gold Crown Extracts
Sapura

Anarchy Extracts Detroit 
Blueberry Crumble
Sapura

$35/1g

$40/3.5g

$20/1g

$14/1g

good cause, a perfect gift for any head in your life.

This new offering 
from Packwoods 
delivers a gram 
of live resin in a 
small, discreet, dis-
posable vape. The 
brand also offers 
2g versions that 
allow you to save 
a little cash. This 
is a perfect gift 
for someone who 
needs a discreet 
option but also 
wants a slightly 
nicer taste. 

Packwoods mini packs
Sapura

$38/1g 

$15/1g

This baller jar from Fruit and Fuel is an 
absolute steal! The terps on this, and 
all the fruit and fuel for that matter, are 
always on point. The accessible price 
point makes this a perfect gift for the 
heavy dabber in your life. 

Fruit and Fuel Rainbow 
Belts #16 live resin

$15/1g
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420 2024: A look back at Lansing’s stoner roots 
By CHRIS SILVA

Happy 420, dope smokers of Lansing!
This year, our precious toking holiday 

falls on a Saturday, so a lot of you don’t 
have to call in “sick” on the nation’s most 
significant pot occasion. As the legal 
market picks up even more momentum 
and becomes ultra-competitive, we are 
poised to see some of the most crucial 
retail sales incentives for cannabis con-
sumers. In addition, retailers across the 
state will be throwing an overwhelming 
amount of 420 events and offering oth-
er in-store promotions that will leave 
you with many compelling options for 
spending the big day. 

The 420 holiday pre-dates the legal 
market in Michigan by decades. As an 
undergraduate at Michigan State Uni-
versity in the mid-2000s, even then, 
headshops were promoting the day as 
a perfect time to grab that new bong or 
pick up that new bubbler. The smell of 
skunk would permeate the campus as 
every undergrad who touched the stuff 
took the holiday to heart.

This cultural phenomenon arises from 
the designated time to smoke weed in the 
day, 4:20. The concept is thought to be 
traced to a small group who met at that 
time every day to smoke weed togeth-
er. One of their stoner brothers worked 
for the Grateful Dead, and the concept 
was permanently installed in the subcul-
ture.  Popular culture also ran with the 
idea that 4:20 is not too long after many 
blue-collar workers get home, a perfect 
time to light a joint in anyone’s book.  
Over time, the designated light-up time 
morphed into a designated smoking day.

Michigan has always had a unique 
and vibrant cannabis culture. The late 
John Sinclair and Ann Arbor’s Hash 
Bash participants are some of this move-
ment’s pioneers and intellectual elders. 
Lansing has pushed many working-class 
caregivers/activists into the legal market 
and legitimacy. Hard-fought gains have 
been made by cannabis heroes like Cap-
ital City Caregivers, Redemption Can-
nabis’ Ryan Basore, Danny Trevino of 
Hydroworld and Robin Schneider of the 
Michigan Cannabis Industry Associa- tion. An activist class was created in the 

capital city, not by mistake. The town 
has been primed for pot for a long time, 
and its working-class roots and univer-
sity proximity make the caregiver years 
seem like Camelot to many of those still 
in the game.

The 420 holidays in 2014 and 2015 
Lansing looked almost as busy as this 
year’s. Nearly 90 medical cannabis shops 
filled the city. South Cedar Street and 
Michigan Avenue were lined with pot 
shops that occupied previously aban-
doned storefronts.  It was hard to find 
anyone not involved in the industry or 

benefiting from its economic activity. 
However, even with so many people 

benefiting and a beautiful community 
being built by activists and small busi-
ness owners, many in the area still did 
not like the city’s embrace of the bur-
geoning industry. The very namesake 
of this column, Lansterdam, was once 
tossed out as a pejorative from unhappy 
wealthy developers and business owners 
in the city. 

As cannabis became legal and regulat-
ed for medical and later recreational use, 
Lansing saw the 420 holidays become 
entrenched in the adult-use cannabis 
retail sector. Many people miss the ca-
maraderie associated with the old coun-
terculture around this plant, especially 
as it transitioned from illegality to a legal 
gray area for many years in Michigan. 
The nascent industry and minimum 
regulation gave people from every walk 
of life a chance to enter a new and quick-
ly growing industry with minimal start-
up expenses and no regulatory hurdles. 
The result was a community that looked 
to help one another navigate the market 
and the upcoming trudge to legalization. 

Consumers were more involved with 
activism then because laws were so dif-
ferent from city to city and all over as far 
as enforcement was concerned, and you 
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in Review:
Terple Gang
in Review:

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub.

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds.

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too.

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor.

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell.

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.”

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high.

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high.

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%.

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.”

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button.

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output.

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week.

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year.

Here’s a look at a few of them:
Terple Gang — Bombulan
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder.

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed.

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips.

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes.

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks.

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too.

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes.

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty.

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap.

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com.

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Cannabis history 
in Lansing

Courtesy Ryan Basore

A 2010 caregiver-rights protest rally in 
Lansing. Ryan Basore (left), who owns 
Redemption Cannabis, served time in 
federal prison for marijuana-related activ-
ities. Mark Passerini (right) owned an Ann 
Arbor dispensary.

ABANDONED
VEHICLE SALE

LANSING MI

NORTHSIDE SERVICE
226 RUSSELL ST

LANSING, MI 48906
517-487-5921

ALL SEALED BIDS
WILL BE ACCEPTED
IN THE OFFICE OF

NORTHSIDE SERVICE
BY 1PM 5/16/2024

WINNER OF THE BID
WILL BE CONTACTED

BY 2PM 5/16/2024

WINNER MUST THEN
GO TO CORRESPONDING

POLICE DEPARTMENT
FOR TITLING INFORMATION

FOR THE VEHICLE.

VEHICLE MUST THEN BE REMOVED 
BY 5PM 5/17/2024

Vehicles up for Auction
1990 Cadillac Deville

1999 International 4000
2006 Dodge Ram

2006 Chevrolet Silverado
2008 International 4000

2009 Saturn Vue
2010 Ford Edge

2010 Chevrolet Traverse
2014 Ford Fusion

2015 Toyota Corolla
2019 Kia Rio

2020 Hyundai Elantra

CP#24-476

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
EAST LANSING CITY COUNCIL

Notice is hereby given of the following public hearing to be held by the East Lansing City 
Council on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at 7:00PM, at the East Lansing Hannah Community 
Center, 819 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823:

A public hearing will be held on East Lansing’s FY2025 Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program budget.

A staff report (Agenda Item Report) for this public hearing will be published on the City’s 
website the Friday before the meeting. To locate staff reports, please visit the City’s public 
meeting portal at https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/ and select the meeting date. 
Written comments may be sent prior to the public hearing to council@cityofeastlansing.com 
or by mail to: East Lansing City Council, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823. 

For more information on the agenda item listed above, please contact:

Matt Apostle, Community and Economic Development Specialist
517-319-6859 / mapostle@cityofeastlansing.com

https://cityofeastlansing.civicweb.net/Portal/

Materials related to this budget are available to review at the Department of Planning, 
Building, and Development, East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East Lansing, MI 48823 
between the hours of 8:00am and 5:00pm, or online at
https://www.cityofeastlansing.com/2243/Community-Development-Advisory-Committee. 

The City of East Lansing will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as 
interpreters for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at 
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities upon request received by the City seven (7) 
calendar days prior to the meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring aids or services must 
contact the East Lansing Department of Planning, Building, and Development, 410 Abbot 
Road, East Lansing, MI, 48823, (517) 319-6859 (TDD Number: 1-800-649-3777) or via email 
at mapostle@cityofeastlansing.com.

This notice is posted in compliance with P.A. 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings 
Act), the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and published in compliance with the 
City of East Lansing’s CDBG Citizen Participation Plan.

 Marie Wicks
 City Clerk

CP#24-471

See Lansterdam, Page 22
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GRAND OPENING
SPECIALS

Federally insured by NCUA

MSUFCU has opened a new branch at 1800 N. Wisner St. in Jackson 
and we’re celebrating with specials just for you! Take advantage of 
our limited-time offers, available only until May 31, 2024.

Don’t miss the chance to win big while experiencing the exceptional 
service and support you expect from MSUFCU. 

Scan to learn how much you could win 
or visit msufcu.org/jacksonspecials. 

April 20th, 2024
Doors@7 - Show@8

The Studio 414 Lansing, MI

Questions? Message
@VerticalVixensPole
(989) 909-0333

Sponsors
Cuttin Up Barber Shop
Deep Relief Massage

Lake Life Farms

Performers – Vendors
Cash Bar – Cheesecake Truck

Scan QR Code
for Tickets

needed to stay informed to ensure you 
could keep getting your meds. 

In 2023, the Michigan cannabis in-
dustry hit $3 billion in annual con-
sumer sales; this puts our state in the 
premier league of cannabis markets. 
In addition, a recent report shows 
cannabis created more than 10,000 
Michigan jobs last year, for 46,676. 
The industry has matured in Lansing, 
and the storefronts are less Wild West 
than they used to be. In their place is a 
growing set of retail operators. 

Besides job creation, the industry is 
boosting revenue to local government: 
The city of Lansing received $1.4 mil-
lion in taxes this year from 24 facilities, 

up $400,000 from the previous year.
Supporting all this is a population 

that loves weed and a workforce of 
growers, extractors and retail workers 
that make up a sustainable new jobs 
segment that is much needed in the 
area. This spring and summer will see 
another season of outdoor cannabis 
consumption events. Soon, consump-
tion lounges will start opening around 
the city, ushering a new era of cannabis 
culture into the capital city.

As the cannabis market grows and 
matures around the state, the 420 hol-
iday will continue to shift from being a 
countercultural phenomenon to a time 
when consumers and retailers look for 
ways to spread savings and raise the 
average ticket price.

I want to think that here in Lan-
sing, we will continue to use the day 

to smoke some dope with our friends 
and loved ones and continue to build 
a community around this amazing 
plant that has uplifted many people in 
our city. I’m hopeful it will be a time 
to honor heroes like Danny Trevino, 
who is sitting in federal prison today 
for being a pot pioneer, or the recent-
ly departed John Sinclair and Rick 
Thompson — two activists who, with-
out, there would be no legal market for 
us to enjoy. Let’s all get stoned this year 
for 420, but let’s also push to create a 
better, more informed, transparent 
cannabis community and industry and 
honor those who sacrificed so much to 
build it for us.

Oh, and one more thing: No one is 
calling the city Lansterdam negatively 
anymore. 

Lansterdam
from page 21



City Pulse • April 17, 2024 www.lansingcitypulse.com 23

ARIES (March 21-April 19): I suspect two notable 
phenomena will coalesce in your sphere sometime 
soon. The first is a surplus supply of luck. I’m not 
sure why, but the fates will be sending surges of 
good karma your way. The second phenomenon 
is this: You might not be entirely alert for the 
potential luck flowing in your direction, and it 
may not leap out and grab you. That could be a 
problem. Fortunately, you are reading this oracle, 
which means you are getting a heads-up about 
the looming opportunity. Now that you realize you 
must be vigilant for the serendipitous blessings, 
I’m confident you will spot them and claim them.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You will be wise to 
summon extra love and rapport as you ruminate 
on your vivid upcoming decisions. Wouldn’t you 
like to bask in the helpful influences of smart 
allies who respect you? How nurturing would 
it feel to receive healing encouragement and 
warm appreciation? I suggest you convene a 
conference of trusted advisors, good listeners, 
sunny mentors, wisdom keepers and spirit guides. 
Maybe even convene a series of such gatherings. 
Now is an excellent time to call in all your favors 
and get the most inspirational support possible as 
you navigate your way to the next chapter of your 
life story.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): If you drink alcohol, 
don’t operate a forklift or backhoe. If you 
gamble, protect yourself with safeguards and 
have a backup plan. If you feel called to explore 
altered states of consciousness, consider doing 
meditation, dancing or chanting holy songs 
instead of ingesting drugs. If you have an itch to 
go hang gliding or skydiving, triple-check your 
equipment. And if you have the urge to try to 
walk on water, don a lifejacket first. But please 
note, dear Gemini: I am not advising you to timidly 
huddle in your comfort zone. On the contrary, I 
highly recommend you stretch your limits. Just be 
secure and smart as you do.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): I plotted out my usual 
astrological reckonings for your current destiny. 
Then, I slipped into a meditative trance and 
asked the spirits to show me future scenes that 
correspond to my assessments. In one prominent 
vision, I beheld you partying heartily, navigating 
your avid and inquisitive way through convivial 
gatherings. In other scenes, I saw you engaged 
in lively discussions with interesting people who 
expanded your understanding of the meaning 
of life in general and the meaning of your life in 
particular. I conclude that intelligent revelry will 
be a main theme for you. Productive excitement. 
Pleasurable intrigue. Connections that enliven and 
tonify your imagination.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The theory of synchronicity 
proposes that hidden patterns are woven into 
our lives. Though they may ordinarily be hard 
to detect, they can become vividly visible under 
certain circumstances. But we have to adjust the 
way we interpret reality. Here’s a clue: Be alert for 
three meaningful coincidences that happen within 
a short time and seem related to each other. I 
predict the emergence of at least one set of these 
coincidences in the coming weeks — maybe as 
many as four. Synchronicities are coming! You 
have entered the More-Than-Mere-Coincidence 
Zone.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Psychologists J. Clayton 
Lafferty and Lorraine F. Lafferty wrote a 
book called “Perfectionism: A Sure Cure for 
Happiness.” It’s based on their work with clients 
who damaged their lives “in the illusory pursuit 
of the unrealistic and unattainable standard of 
perfection.” In my observation, many of us are 
susceptible to this bad habit, but you Virgos 
tend to be the most susceptible of all. The good 
news is that you now have an excellent chance to 
loosen the grip of perfectionism. You are more 
receptive than usual to intuitions about how to 
relax your aspirations without compromising 
your competence. As inspiration, consider these 
words from author Henry James: “Excellence 

does not require perfection.” Leadership expert 
R. R. Stutman adds: “If perfection is an obstacle 
course, excellence is a masterful dance.”

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): “Everyone is a moon and 
has a dark side which they never show to anybody,” 
wrote author Mark Twain. I agree that everyone is 
a moon and has a dark side. But it’s important to 
note that our dark sides are not inherently ugly 
or bad. Psychologist Carl Jung proved to me that 
our dark sides may contain latent, wounded or 
unappreciated beauty. To be healthy, in fact, we 
should cultivate a vigorous relationship with our 
dark side. In doing so, we can draw out hidden and 
undeveloped assets. The coming weeks will be a 
favorable time for you Libras to do this.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Your current state has 
metaphorical resemblances to idling in your car, 
waiting and waiting and waiting for the red light to 
change. But here’s the good news: I expect the 
signal will turn green very soon — maybe even 
within minutes after you read this horoscope. 
Here’s more good news: Your unlucky number will 
stop popping up so often, and your lucky number 
will be a frequent visitor. I’m also happy to report 
that the “please don’t touch” signs will disappear. 
This means you will have expanded permission 
to consort intimately with influences you need to 
consort with.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): I think it’s time to 
graduate from your lessons in toxic kinds of 
enchantment and launch a new experiment with 
healthy kinds of enchantment. If you agree, spend 
the next few days checking to see if any part of you 
is numb, apathetic or unreceptive. Non-feelings like 
these suggest you may be under the enchantment 
of influences that are cramping your imagination. 
The next step is to go in quest of experiences, 
people and situations that excite your imagination, 
rouse your reverence and raise your appreciation 
for holy mysteries. Life will conspire benevolently 
on your behalf if you connect yourself with magic, 
marvels and miracles.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Luther Burbank (1849-
1926) was a practical artist. Using crossbreeding, 
he developed more than 800 novel varieties of 
vegetables, fruits, grains and flowers. Among his 
handiwork was the russet Burbank potato, a blight-
resistant food designed to help Ireland recover 
from its Great Famine. My personal favorite was 
his Flaming Gold nectarine, one of the 217 fruits 
he devised. I propose that Burbank serve as your 
role model in the coming weeks. I believe you have 
the power to summon highly pragmatic creativity.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): L. R. McBride wrote 
the book “The Kahuna: Versatile Mystics of Old 
Hawaii. He describes the role of the kahuna, who 
is a blend of sorcerer, scholar and healer. At 
one point, a kahuna gives advice to an American 
tourist, saying, “You have moved too fast for too 
long. You have left part of yourself behind. Now, 
you should slow down so that part of you can 
catch up.” I’m offering you the same advice right 
now, Aquarius. Here’s your homework: Dream up 
three fun things you can do to invite and welcome 
back the left-behind parts of you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): In the course of my life, 
I have heard the following three statements from 
various people: 1. “Everything would be better 
between us if you would just be different from 
who you are.” 2. “I would like you more if you 
were somebody else.” 3. “Why won’t you change 
to be more like the person I wish you would be?” 
I’m sure you have heard similar pronouncements 
yourself, Pisces. But here’s the good news: I don’t 
think you will have to endure much, if any, of such 
phenomena in the coming months. Why? First, 
because you will be more purely your authentic 
self than you have ever been. Second, because 
your allies, colleagues and loved ones — the only 
people who matter, really — are likely to be extra 
welcoming to your genuine self.

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                               April 17-23, 2024

“Incomplete 
Broadway” -- some 
words don’t get an 
Act 2.
by Matt Jones
© 2024 Matt Jones

ACROSS
1. Greek letter after 
eta
6. Mummy’s locale
10. Blowfish delicacy 
that may be 
dangerous to eat
14. Blowing up online
15. Athletic footwear 
brand
16. “... like ___ of 
bricks”
17. Neck warmer
18. Incomplete 
musical about royal 
footwear?
20. Recording 
material
22. Anti-pollution gp.
23. Chess or key 
lime, e.g.
24. Tattoos
27. A bunch
29. Instigate
31. Incomplete musical 
about someone who’s 
into Verdi and Wagner?
34. Amazon assistant
35. Cheesy dip
36. Ride from the 
airport, maybe
37. Sulky expressions
39. Tower-ing city?
43. Abu ___
45. Gary who had a hit 
with “Cars”
46. Incomplete play 
about Yogi or Boo-
Boo?
49. Aretha Franklin’s 
longtime label
51. Broadway play or 
musical
52. Org. based in 
Langley
53. Animation sheet
54. Retreating tide
56. Toaster-based 
brand

58. Incomplete musical 
about Chucky or 
Annabelle?
61. Keep clear of
65. “Garfield” dog
66. Hideaway
67. Giant tourist 
attraction
68. Sweet endings?
69. Ready and willing 
go-with
70. Come in

DOWN
1. Best Buy stock
2. “I drank root beer 
too quickly” noise
3. Notable period
4. Sour-ish
5. “Our Gang” member
6. “... the Lord ___ 
away”
7. Prefix before raptor
8. Gold source
9. They’re squeezed at 
some weddings

10. ___ Schwarz (toy 
store)
11. Perfect place
12. “Understood?”
13. Erase from 
memory, jokingly
19. Causes of ruin
21. Planter’s container
24. “___ first you don’t 
succeed ...”
25. Simba’s mate
26. Construction 
toy brand with an 
apostrophe and no 
silent letters
28. Sparkly bits
30. Appear 
unexpectedly
32. Lime and rust, for 
example
33. Baseball call
37. Mathematical curve
38. Kimono closer
40. Colorful computer
41. Bollywood garment
42. “Put Your Head on 

My Shoulder” crooner 

Paul

44. Couldn’t stand

45. Menu option paired 

with “Continue”

46. Singer Eilish

47. “And ___ off!”

48. Sty sitter

49. “Gesundheit” 

prompter

50. Orchestra section

55. Say too much

57. Pizzeria fixture

59. Guitar innovator 

Paul

60. ___ Uzi Vert

62. Mo. with 31 days

63. Addition to coffee, 

sometimes

64. ___ es Salaam, 

Tanzania

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 31

SUDOKU Intermediate

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.
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Acting Ensemble Class - 8 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

“Alabama Story” - Political foes, star-crossed lov-
ers and a feisty children’s author inhabit the same 
page in a Deep South of the imagination that brims 
with humor, heartbreak and hope. 7 p.m. Stage 
One at Sycamore Creek Eastwood, 2200 Lake 
Lansing Road, Lansing. peppermintcreek.org.

Beginning West Coast Swing Group Dance Class - 
Partner dance with roots in Lindy Hop. Sev-
en-week class. Registration req. 7 p.m. Michigan 
Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. 
517-364-8888. sparrow.org/our-hospitals-services/
michigan-athletic-club.

BOGO Book Sale - Buy one item and get one of 
lesser or equal value free. Books, jigsaw puzzles, 
CDs, DVDs, magazines and more. Cash or check 
only. 10:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m. Delta Township District 
Library Friends’ Bookstore, 5130 Davenport Drive, 
Lansing. 517-816-8259. 

Bookend Gallery display - Jack Hetherington, an 
engineer and former physics teacher, uses colors 
to represent three or four dimensions on two-di-
mensional surfaces. Noon-6 p.m. Haslett Library, 
1590 Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/haslett.

Bridge Street Merchants Night Owl Shopping - A 
variety of stores will be open until 9 p.m. with 
sales, specials and snacks! Bridge Street, down-
town Grand Ledge. grandledgechamber.com.

“Bright Half Life” - A time-bending play about love, 
heartbreak and the infinite moments that make 
a relationship. 8 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. 
Putnam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Capital City Film Festival 2024 - Annual festival 
showcasing an eclectic mix of independent films, 
live music, interactive media and more across 
Michigan’s capital city. For schedule, visit ccff.co/
schedule.

Chipmunk Story Time - Story time comes alive as 
children interact with puppet Chicory Chipmunk 
and his animal friends. Stories followed by nature 
activities and a guided walk. 10 a.m. Harris Nature 
Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos. 517-349-
3866. meridian.mi.us.

Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or any 
other portable craft project and immerse yourself 
in an evening of creativity, conversation and 
community. 5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 
Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-657-5800. weav-
ersoftheweb.org.

Wednesday, April 17
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Trien-
nial exhibition - An inclusive survey of work pro-
duced by MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art 
Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-
884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

“A Course of Love” Discussion, facilitated by 
Lucille Olson & Bill Dietrich - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 
417 886. Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Acting & Glee Music Class for Kids - Ages 5-12. 
4:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhala-
center.com.

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. allenneigh-
borhoodcenter.org/market.

Art Education Lab: Upcycled! - Use recycled 
materials to create new works of art. All ages, 
children under 7 must attend with an adult. 12:30 
p.m. REACH Studio Art Center, 1804 S. Washing-
ton Ave., Lansing. reachstudioart.org.

Beginning Salsa Group Dance Class - Upbeat Latin 
dance that’s easy to learn. Seven-week class. 8 
p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., 
East Lansing. 517-364-8888. sparrow.org/our-hos-
pitals-services/michigan-athletic-club.

Bookend Gallery display - Jack Hetherington, 
an engineer and former physics teacher, uses 
colors to represent three or four dimensions on 
two-dimensional surfaces. Noon-4 p.m. Haslett 
Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/haslett.

Capital City Film Festival 2024 - Annual festival 
showcasing an eclectic mix of independent films, 
live music, interactive media and more across 
Michigan’s capital city. For schedule, visit ccff.co/
schedule.

Darin Larner Jr. at the Graduate Rock Bar - 8 
p.m. 133 Evergreen Ave., East Lansing. 517-348-
0900. facebook.com/graduaterockbar.

Developing Film with Beer: Alternative Analog 
Photography - Learn about alternative film 
development using beer, called beeranol! 21+. 
7 p.m. Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
sciencefestival.msu.edu.

Emergency Services - 6 p.m. LSW Emergency 
Services, 7425 Woodbury Road, Laingsburg. 
laingsburg.us.

Improv Acting Class - 8:30 p.m. Ruhala Per-
forming Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Jazz Dance Class - 7 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Jigsaw Puzzle Competition at Snell Towar Recre-
ation Center - Teams have two hours to complete 
a 500-piece puzzle. Prizes will be awarded to the 
first two teams to finish. Registration req. 6:30 
p.m. 6146 Porter Ave., East Lansing. recreation.
meridian.mi.us.

Karaoke at Lansing Shuffle - 8 p.m. 325 River-
front Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4619. lansingshuffle.
com. 

Lansing Junior Roller Derby Basic Skills Boot 
Camp - Ten-week program. Ages 12-17. 6-8 p.m. 
Court One Training Center, 7868 Old M-78, East 
Lansing. lansingrollerderby.com.

LCC Jazz Band with Waverly High School Jazz 
Band - Free. 7:30 p.m. Waverly Middle School, 
620 Snow Road, Lansing. lcc.edu/showinfo.

Michigan Dental Association Annual Session - 
Michigan’s largest continuing education event for 
those in the dental field. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Lansing 
Center, 333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. annualses-
sion.michigandental.org.

Mindfulness Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh 
tradition - All are welcome to join our weekly 
practice! 7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK 
Jr. Blvd., Lansing. lamc.info. 

MSU Concert Band and Campus Band - 7:30 p.m. 
Wharton Center Cobb Great Hall, 750 E. Shaw 
Lane, East Lansing. 517-353-5340. music.msu.edu. 

Open Mic, Hosted by Rick Hansel - Family-friendly, 
welcomes singers and musicians. No cover, all 
ages welcome. 6 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

Particle Journeys: From Deep Space to Deep 
Underground - Through hands-on activities and 
demos, we’ll introduce the audience to the fun-
damental particles that make up matter. 7 p.m. 
Abrams Planetarium, 755 Science Road, East 
Lansing. sciencefestival.msu.edu.

Removing Invasives and Planting Natives to 
Protect Our Fresh Water - Paige Filice, a natural 
resources educator with MSU Extension, dis-
cusses the value of native plants. 7 p.m. Michigan 
Nature Association, 2310 Science Pkwy., Okemos. 
wildoneslansing.weebly.com.

Stall Catchers Catch-a-Thon - Cornell University 
designed the Stall Catchers project to advance 
Alzheimer’s solutions. You can help by playing 
a simple game on our library laptops! Ages 8+. 
6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

Tap II Class - 6 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Walk-in Wednesday: Folk Art Floral Bouquet - 
All-ages art workshop, children under 7 must 
attend with a registered adult. Free. 4:30-6 p.m. 
REACH Studio Art Center, 1804 S. Washington 
Ave., Lansing. reachstudioart.org.

Watercolor Silhouettes - Learn to paint water-
color silhouettes. Intended for adults. 5 p.m. 
Eaton Rapids Area District Library, 220 S. Main 
St., Eaton Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

Weaving the Web: Mirth - Join us online or in 
person for discussions, rituals, meditations 
and more! 6 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 
Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-657-5800. 
weaversoftheweb.org.

Thursday, April 18
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Triennial 
exhibition - An inclusive survey of work pro-
duced by MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art 
Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-
4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

“A Course in Miracles” Group, Facilitated by Lisa 
Schmidt - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. Passcode: 
601744. unitylansing.org.

Acting 101 Class - 7 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

See Events, Page 25

FILMETRY
Friday, April 19

5:30 p.m.
The Fledge

1300 Eureka St., Lansing

The 5th annual FILMETRY 
festival, presented in partner-
ship with the Capital City Film 
Festival, will premiere 11 new 
short films adapted from poems 
informed by cinema. The event 
begins 5:30 p.m. Friday (April 19) 
at the Fledge.

Each poem will be displayed on the screen with pre-recorded narration 
before the corresponding film begins. Judged by poet and fiction writer Jim 
Daniels, who co-edited the anthology “RESPECT: The Poetry of Detroit Mu-
sic,” published in 2020 by Michigan State University Press, cash prizes will be 
awarded to the top three films.

The poems and short films were produced by both global and local artists, 
including MSU faculty and students. Several poets and filmmakers from out 
of state will travel to Lansing for the event, which will include a Q&A session.

FILMETRY was co-founded in 2018 by MSU College of Arts and Letters 
faculty Cindy Hunter Morgan and Peter Johnston. Johnson, who will debut a 
film of his own, an adaptation of Hunter Morgan’s poem “Romance,” said this 
year’s event “is a celebration of the way ‘going to the movies’ has informed all 
aspects of contemporary life and art, including poetry.”

“The filmmakers had rich poems to work with as source material,” he said. 
“And the source material for the poems began with films. For this reason 
alone, it feels like a particularly special year for FILMETRY.”

Morgan is excited to give audience members an opportunity to see and 
hear poems come to life on the big screen.

“The festival enlarges poetry — literally, of course, but it also gives audi-
ences a new way into experiencing poems,” she said. “The filmmaker’s art is 
a kind of alchemy: When an adaptation is done well, a poem is more than it 
once was.” 

The event is free and open to the public. To learn more about FILMETRY, 
including a list of this year’s filmmakers and poets, visit filmetry.org.
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GLPS Student Art Showcase & Reception - Enjoy 
refreshments while you view more than 100 
pieces of art created by students from Grand 
Ledge Public Schools. 5:30-7 p.m. Grand Ledge 
Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org.

Good Morning, Mason! – April Edition - Chamber 
event with a quick-paced agenda of local news 
and community updates. 7:15 a.m. Ingham County 
Fairgrounds Community Building, 700 E. Ash St., 
Mason. 517-676-1046. masonchamber.org.

Jazz/Hip Hop II class - Ages 9-13. 4 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 

Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Karaoke Thursday - 8 p.m.-midnight. The Green 
Door Bar & Grill, 2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
517-325-9897. greendoorlive.com.

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - Join other 
adult women for fun, exercise, friendship and 
skating practice. 9:30-11:30 a.m. Suburban Ice, 
2810 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. ladiessilver-
blades.org.

Michigan Dental Association Annual Session - 
Michigan’s largest continuing education event for 
those in the dental field. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Lansing 
Center, 333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. annualses-
sion.michigandental.org.

“Moonglow” - Maxine, a feisty, bitter Alzheimer’s 
victim, doesn’t want to move into a nursing 
facility. But when she meets Joe, a widower who 
shares her love for dance, her outlook begins to 
change. 7 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 Museum 

Drive, Lansing. riverwalktheatre.com.

MSU Wind Symphony - Featuring guest composer 
John Mackey and clarinetist Julian Bliss. 7:30 p.m. 
Wharton Center Cobb Great Hall, 750 E. Shaw 
Lane, East Lansing. 517-353-5340. music.msu.edu.

REACH Teen Night - We’ll start with warm-up 
drawing games, then weave our way through a 
fun fiber project with beads! Pizza provided. Free 
for Lansing residents. 6-8 p.m. REACH Studio 
Art Center, 1804 S. Washington Ave., Lansing. 
reachstudioart.org.

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble - Learn to excel 
equally in singing, acting and dance. 5:30 p.m. 
1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ru-
halacenter.com.

The Sounds of Science: Inspiring Connections - 
Join researchers from MSU’s Kellogg Biological 
Station and musician Silent Spirit for a musical 
night of stories about the environment and inter-

connectivity. 7-9 p.m. Mac’s Bar, 2700 E. Michigan 
Ave., Lansing. sciencefestival.msu.edu.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly - Weight-loss support 
group. Weigh-in 5:30 p.m., meeting 6-7 p.m. 
Haslett Middle School, 1535 Franklin St., Haslett. 
800-932-8677. facebook.com/HaslettTops. 

“Transitory: A Study of Human Anatomy & Our 
Own Impermanence” Opening Reception - Solo 
exhibition by Thiago Porraz. Meet the artist and 
enjoy light refreshments. 5-7 p.m. Lansing Art 
Gallery, 300 S. Washington Square, Suite 100, 
Lansing. lansingartgallery.org.

True Crime & Wine - Join us for an afternoon of 
wine, snacks and Michigan true-crime sto-
ries, told by author Rob Sadler. 2 p.m. Delta 
Retirement Center, 201 Mall Drive South, Lansing. 
517-323-6970. deltaretirement.com/news.

Events
from page 24

is a friendly tabby who ended up at the shelter by 
accident. She was brought in with another cat in a 
home when the owner lost her home. To our surprise, 
when the owner showed up, they had no idea who 
Satis was! We guess that she sneaked in while people 
were moving things out of the home! However, it 
happens that Satis is looking for a new place to call 
home. She is outgoing and loves attention. Our guess 
is that she was an indoor/outdoor cat, but she's been 
pretty content during her time with us, so she may do 
just �ne as an indoor cat!

is a sweet, worried little orange-and-white tabby 
who came to us from another shelter. They 
hadn't had him long, so they didn't know much 
about him, either. He's scared, but he's already 
venturing out to say hello, so we think that in a 
few days, he'll be a typical social orange tabby!

INGHAM  COUNTY  ANIMAL  SHELTER

Satis

is a baby pibble looking for his forever home! He 
loves other dogs and is a typical puppy. He will 
need a family with the time and patience to raise a 
baby and with a schedule �exible enough to 
make sure he can get outside a few times a day. 
He's only 2 months old, so not quite ready for 8 
hours in a crate! He is currently in a foster home 
with other dogs and would enjoy a friend in his 
new home!

is a handsome tabby who came to us from 
another shelter. They said he loves his scratcher 
and sleeping in beds where he can hide. He loves 
to have his head and neck scratched!

Montu

AmunRa

Apis

Thanks to pet 
adoption 

advertisers, City 
Pulse donated $306 

to the Ingham 
County Animal 

Shelter in 2023 and 
many thousands 

more over the last 
23 years. Ads are 
just $35, and $6 of 

that is donated. 
Please help City 
Pulse help the 

animals find homes. 
Ads appear in the 
third issue of each 

month. The next 
deadline is 
May 13th.

Please call Berl Schwartz 
at (517) 999-5061 

or email him at 

publisher@lansingcitypulse.com.

In memory of Rodica’s 
cats

TO ADOPT ONE OF THESE PETS, VISIT ICAS AT 600 BUHL ST., MASON, CALL (517) 676-8370 TO MAKE AN APPT. OR GO TO AC.INGHAM.ORG

In memory of Mew

is a cute, slightly cross-eyed cat who came to us 
from another shelter. We haven't learned a lot 
about him yet, but he doesn't seem to be terribly 
phased about the move!

BaPef

Sponsored by Anne 
and Dale Schrader

In memory of Jake 
and Abby

Sponsored by Kato
 and Mouse

came to the shelter with his brothers when their 
owner could no longer a�ord to take care of them. 
They lived their lives outside in a pen, so they will 
need a special family to help them learn what it is 
to be a part of the family. They are desperate for 
attention and trying hard to keep their feet on the 
ground, but sometimes it's just so exciting to get 
attention that they forget. They are only 8 months 
old, so basically giant puppies!

Donatello

Sponsored 
by anonymous

is a cute teenage pitsky who came to the shelter as 
a stray. His �nder held on to him for a couple of 
days before bringing him in, and she said he was a 
great dog. He did well with her small kids, her cat, 
and her dog! He did well with dogs with us, too, 
and would enjoy a playful friend in his new home.

Hraf Haf

Sponsored 
by Schuler Books

is a pint-size pittie who came to the shelter as a 
stray. She was so scared she just hid from us at �rst, 
but once she realized nothing bad was going to 
happen, she began to act like the puppy she is! 
Her favorite thing is to run in circles around you 
(quite exciting when she's on leash!) and then get 
as close to you as she can manage. Outside 
(except for snow — she's not a fan!) she has the 
cutest zoomies! She would probably do better 
with calmer, older kids, but she will need a larger, 
tolerant male if she's going home with another 
dog. This girl has opinions, and let's just say she 
could use some work on her social skills. She's like 
a midget sumo wrestler. Lots of grappling and 
pinning and nothing lady-like! She's a nice 
pocket-size friend who will keep you smiling!

Yayoi 

Sponsored 
by Annalyssa

is a sweet, worried little manx cat who came 
to us from another shelter. We don't know a 
lot about her but expect that once she 
settles in, she'll be a nice little friend for 
someone!

Mekhet

Sponsored 
by Raelynn

See Events, Page 26
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505 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. beerfestattheball-
park.com.

BOGO Book Sale - Buy one item and get one of 
lesser or equal value free. Books, jigsaw puzzles, 
CDs, DVDs, magazines and more. Cash or check 
only. 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Delta Township District 
Library Friends’ Bookstore, 5130 Davenport 
Drive, Lansing. 517-816-8259.

Bookend Gallery display - Jack Hetherington, 
an engineer and former physics teacher, uses 
colors to represent three or four dimensions on 
two-dimensional surfaces. Noon-2 p.m. Haslett 
Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/haslett.

“Bright Half Life” - A time-bending play about 
love, heartbreak and the infinite moments that 
make a relationship. 2 and 8 p.m. Williamston 
Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. william-
stontheatre.org.

Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scien-
tific Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants - Join 
featured speaker Robin Wall Kimmerer to learn 
how to cultivate a reciprocal relationship with the 
living world. 6 p.m. Virtual — view livestream at 
youtube.com/@MSUSciFest /streams.

Bugs & Insects - Children ages 2-4 and their 
caregivers explore science through hands-on, 
inquisitive learning in a responsive, playful, 
exploratory environment. 10 a.m. Impression 5 
Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, Lansing. 517-
485-8116. impression5.org.

Capital City Film Festival 2024 - Annual festival 
showcasing an eclectic mix of independent films, 
live music, interactive media and more across 
Michigan’s capital city. For schedule, visit ccff.co/
schedule.

Capital City Ringers concert - Join CCR and 
music director Mark Loring for a family-friendly 
concert with a wide variety of music to celebrate 
our 40th anniversary! 7 p.m. Eastminster Pres-
byterian Church, 1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
517-321-3221. capitalcityringers.com.

Contra & Square Dance - All dances taught. 
No partner needed. Come at 6:30 for a quick 
workshop on easy contra dance moves. 7 p.m. 
Central United Methodist Church, 215 N. Capitol 
Ave., Lansing. 517-614-5858. tenpoundfiddle.org.

Dine-in or carryout sauerkraut dinner and dance 
- German dinner 5-6:30 p.m., live music and 
dancing to follow. $15 adults, $7 children 10 and 

under. Liederkranz German Club, 5828 S. Penn-
sylvania Ave., Lansing. 517-882-6330. facebook.
com/lansingliederkranzclub.

Donuts & Storytime - Bring the kids to the li-
brary for stories, activities and donuts! Intend-
ed for children ages 0-5 and their caregivers. 
11 a.m. Eaton Rapids Area District Library, 220 
S. Main St., Eaton Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.
org.

Dueling-Piano Showdown 2024 - Two pianists 
take center stage, engaging in a musical duel. 
Proceeds benefit the Mason Area Chamber of 
Commerce. Bring cash for a 50/50 raffle. 5-8 
p.m. Mason-Holt Eagles, 1111 N. Cedar St., Mason. 
517-676-1046. masonchamber.org.

Earth Day Extravaganza - Variety of volunteer 
opportunities available to prepare the park for 
peak season. Sign up at mynaturecenter.org/
earth-day-extravaganza. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Fenner 
Nature Center, 2020 E. Mount Hope Ave., Lan-
sing. 517-483-4224.

Eliezer Temple Church Brunch - Part of a three-
day celebration in memory of our founder and 
pastor, the late Apostle David W. Maxwell. Guest 
speaker Apostle Bradford Berry Sr. 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. The English Inn Restaurant, 677 S. Michigan 
Road, Eaton Rapids. 517-394-2544.

Eliezer Temple Church Family & Friends Choir Mu-
sical Concert - Tribute to the late Apostle David 
W. Maxwell. 6 p.m. 3637 W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 
517-394-2544.

Free Brush Drop-Off - 8 a.m.-noon. Delhi Publicly 
Owned Treatment Works, 5961 McCue Road, Holt. 
517-699-3874. delhitownshipmi.gov.

Game Night - Bring your favorite game to share, 
whether it’s a tabletop RPG, a card game, a 
board game or something else. You’re also wel-
come to bring food and beverages. 5-8 p.m. Keys 
to Manifestation, 809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 
manifestlansing.com.

Intermediate Ballet class - 11 a.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Lansing Juneteenth Jazz Brunch Fundraiser - Live 
music, brunch and fun! Proceeds benefit the 
Lansing Juneteenth Celebration Festival. 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. The Cadillac Room, 1115 S. Washington Ave., 
Lansing. lansing juneteenthcelebration.org.

Friday, April 19
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Triennial 
exhibition - An inclusive survey of work produced 
by MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Muse-
um, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-
4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

“Alabama Story” - Political foes, star-crossed 
lovers and a feisty children’s author inhabit the 
same page in a Deep South of the imagination that 
brims with humor, heartbreak and hope. 7 p.m. 
Stage One at Sycamore Creek Eastwood, 2200 
Lake Lansing Road, Lansing. peppermintcreek.org.

Ben Awrey at Harrison Roadhouse - 6 p.m. 720 E. 
Michigan Ave., East Lansing. 517-337-0200. harri-
sonroadhouse.com.

BOGO Book Sale - Buy one item and get one of 
lesser or equal value free. Books, jigsaw puzzles, 
CDs, DVDs, magazines and more. Cash or check 
only. 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Delta Township District 
Library Friends’ Bookstore, 5130 Davenport Drive, 
Lansing. 517-816-8259.

Bookend Gallery display - Jack Hetherington, an 
engineer and former physics teacher, uses colors 
to represent three or four dimensions on two-di-
mensional surfaces. Noon-4 p.m. Haslett Library, 
1590 Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/haslett.

“Bright Half Life” - A time-bending play about love, 
heartbreak and the infinite moments that make 
a relationship. 8 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. 
Putnam St., Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Bugs & Insects - Children ages 2-4 and their 
caregivers explore science through hands-on, 
inquisitive learning in a responsive, playful, explor-
atory environment. 10 a.m. Impression 5 Science 
Center, 200 Museum Drive, Lansing. 517-485-8116. 
impression5.org.

Capital City Film Festival 2024 - Annual festival 
showcasing an eclectic mix of independent films, 
live music, interactive media and more across 
Michigan’s capital city. For schedule, visit ccff.co/
schedule.

CCFF Symphonic Cinema: “Fresh” (1994) - Live 
debut of an original composition by Timothy 
Blackmon Jr. and James Gardin, set to the visuals 
of the cult hood classic “Fresh.” 6 p.m. Central 
United Methodist Church, 215 N. Capitol Ave., 
Lansing. ccff.co.

The Coffeehouse at All Saints - Monthly showcase 
of Michigan-based musical and spoken-word 
talent. Bring your own snacks/drinks. Free admis-
sion. 7:30 p.m. All Saints Episcopal Church, 800 
Abbot Road, East Lansing. 517-351-7160. allsaints-el.
org.

Collin & Gwen at the Peanut Barrel - 8 p.m. 521 
E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-351-0608. 
peanutbarrel.com.

The Davies Project Volunteer Appreciation Day 
- Help recognize our volunteer drivers at this 
special awards ceremony, featuring guest speaker 
Bob Hoffman. 10 a.m.-noon. 230 Bingham St., 
Lansing. 517-515-5122. thedaviesproject.org.

Eliezer Temple Church Evening Service - Part of a 
three-day celebration in memory of our founder 
and pastor, the late Apostle David W. Maxwell. 
Musical guest University of Michigan Gospel Choir, 
guest speaker Bishop Lambert W. Gates Sr. 7 p.m. 
3637 W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-394-2544.

The Further Adventures of FatBoy & JiveTurkey 
- Group of local and regional musicians that pro-
vides a fresh interpretation of the roots of blues, 
country and jazz, paired with original tunes. 7 p.m. 
UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. 
urbanbeatevents.com.

Live Music with the Devil Elvis Show - One-of-a-kind 
show that combines ‘50s rock ‘n’ roll with elements 

of rockabilly, country, soul and R&B. 7 p.m. Lansing 
Brewing Co., 518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing. 517-
371-2600. lansingbrewingcompany.com.

Matthew Shannon at Mash Bar - 7 p.m. 212 Albert 
Ave., East Lansing. 517-858-2100. mashbar.net.

Michigan Dental Association Annual Session - Mich-
igan’s largest continuing education event for those 
in the dental field. 8:30 a.m.-11 p.m. Lansing Center, 
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. annualsession.
michigandental.org.

“Moonglow” - Maxine, a feisty, bitter Alzheimer’s 
victim, doesn’t want to move into a nursing facility. 
But when she meets Joe, a widower who shares 
her love for dance, her outlook begins to change. 8 
p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 Museum Drive, 
Lansing. riverwalktheatre.com.

MSU African Diaspora Percussion Ensemble - 8 
p.m. Murray Hall, 333 W. Circle Drive, East Lan-
sing. 517-353-5340. music.msu.edu.

Night at the Museums - Enjoy an all-ages evening 
of science and art activities at two campus muse-
ums. 6-8 p.m. MSU Museum, 409 W. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle 
Drive, East Lansing. sciencefestival.msu.edu.

NorthWest Initiative Spring Fundraiser - Hors 
d’oeuvres, drinks and a silent auction. Proceeds 
benefit NorthWest Initative, a nonprofit working 
to improve the overall health of the commu-
nity and quality of life for low-income Lansing 
residents. 5-7 p.m. Gregory’s Soul Food, 2510 N. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Lansing. nwlansing.
org.

Parkour at AL!VE - A basic introduction to parkour 
as imagined through stories. You and your little 
one will learn how to safely maneuver everyday 
obstacles using the whole body. Ages 2-6. 10 a.m. 
AL!VE, 800 W. Lawrence Ave., Charlotte. 517-541-
5800. myalive.com.

“Refuge Recovery,” A Buddhist Path to Recovering 
from Addiction - Peer-led group meeting with 
a 20-minute meditation and a reading from the 
book “Refuge Recovery.” 6:30 p.m. Unity Spiritual 
Center of Lansing, 2395 Washington Road, Lan-
sing. 517-371-3010. unitylansing.org.

Soulstice at Mash Bar - 10 p.m. 212 Albert Ave., 
East Lansing. 517-858-2100. mashbar.net.

Zoe Mulford - This singer-songwriter backs her 
voice with guitar, piano and clawhammer banjo, 
conjuring a world within each tune. 7:30 p.m. Uni-
versity United Methodist Church, 1120 S. Harrison 
Road, East Lansing. tenpoundfiddle.org.

Saturday, April 20
123 Andrés - 1:30 and 4 p.m. Wharton Center Pas-
ant Theatre, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 517-
432-2000. whartoncenter.com.

2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Triennial 
exhibition - An inclusive survey of work produced 
by MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Muse-
um, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-
4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

“Alabama Story” - Political foes, star-crossed 
lovers and a feisty children’s author inhabit the 
same page in a Deep South of the imagination 
that brims with humor, heartbreak and hope. 7 
p.m. Stage One at Sycamore Creek Eastwood, 
2200 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing. peppermint-
creek.org.

All About Frogs Campfire - Join naturalists for 
a fireside chat, s’mores and a guided walk. 7 
p.m. Harris Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, 
Okemos. 517-349-3866. meridian.mi.us/hnc.

Aurora Paint Party - For $40, you get one glass 
of wine, hors d’oeuvres, one raffle ticket and an 
evening of painting. Fundraiser for the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles’ Diabetes Fund. 3-6 pm. Fraternal 
Order of Eagles, 3022 W. St. Joseph St., Lansing. 
517-220-0058. paintyourpoison.com.

Beerfest at the Ballpark - Outdoor festival 
featuring 300+ craft beers from 65+ Michigan 
breweries in addition to ciders, meads, spirits, 
wine, live music and food. 3-8 p.m. Jackson Field, 
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123 Andrés
Saturday, April 20

1:30 and 4 p.m.
Wharton Center Pasant 

Theatre
750 E. Shaw Lane, East 

Lansing

Husband and wife An-
drés Salguero and Christina 
Sanabria, better known as 
123 Andrés, invite families 
to sing, dance and learn at 
their shows 1:30 and 4 p.m. 
Saturday (April 20) at the 
Wharton Center’s Pasant 
Theatre. The duo, which has 
won both a Grammy and Latin Grammy for best children’s album, performs songs 
in Spanish and English, providing an opportunity for kids to learn a new language 
through interactive, high-energy sets. Billboard called the duo “a rockstar for little 
language learners.”

The pair also hosts the PBS Kids podcast “Jamming on the Job” and has pub-
lished three dual-language children’s books and seven albums.

One hour before the performances, Wharton will offer free crafts and other kids’ 
activities. To get a glimpse of what to expect from the performances, visit the duo’s 
YouTube channel at youtube.com/@123conandres. Tickets are $15 and can be 
purchased at the Wharton Center Ticket Office, whartoncenter.com or by calling 
(517) 432-2000.
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Make a Solar Phone Charger - Ages 10-13. 10 a.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, 
Lansing. 517-485-8116. impression5.org.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - Find our 
winter market in the JCPenney wing of the Merid-
ian Mall. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 1982 W. Grand River Ave., 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us.

Michigan Dental Association Annual Session - 
Michigan’s largest continuing education event for 
those in the dental field. 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Lansing 
Center, 333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. annualses-
sion.michigandental.org.

“Moonglow” - Maxine, a feisty, bitter Alzheimer’s 
victim, doesn’t want to move into a nursing 
facility. But when she meets Joe, a widower who 
shares her love for dance, her outlook begins to 
change. 8 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 Museum 
Drive, Lansing. riverwalktheatre.com.

Mother Earth, Daughter Sky: Mother-Daughter 
Retreat - Half-day retreat for mothers and 
daughters ages 5-12. Games, dancing, art and 
more. 1-5 p.m. Delta Township Community Cen-
ter, 7550 W. Willow Hwy., Lansing. 517-927-0272. 
asyouareyoga.com.

MSU Symphony Orchestra and choirs: Songs of 
the Sea - 8 p.m. Wharton Center Cobb Great 
Hall, 750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 517-353-
5340. music.msu.edu.

Oliver’s Stones Panera Fundraiser - Use code 
FUND4U at online checkout, in the Panera app or 
at the in-store kiosk, and 25% of your purchase 
will be donated to local nonprofit Oliver’s Stones. 
4-8 p.m. 2080 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 
oliversstones.com.

Puff Puff Pole - 420-themed pole-dancing & bur-
lesque show. 21+. 7 p.m. The Studio at 414, 410 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. 989-909-0333. ticketleap.
events/tickets/vertical/puff-puff-pole.

Recycle Rama - Greater Lansing’s largest one-day 
recycling event. For a list of recyclable items, vis-
it facebook.com/MidMichiganRecycling. 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. Ingham County Health Department, 5303 S. 
Cedar St., Lansing. 517-483-4400.

Salsa Verde - Salsa music ensemble comprising 
students and faculty of the MSU College of Music. 
Dance class 8:30 p.m., show 9 p.m. UrbanBeat, 
1213 Turner St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeat-
events.com.

Tiger and Dragon Kenpo Martial Arts Training 
- Based on a variety of martial arts systems, 
Tiger and Dragon Kenpo is designed to develop 
self-confidence in the warrior. 1 p.m. Keys to 
Manifestation, 809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 
517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org.

Toastmaster Meeting - Club helps members grow 
in speaking, presentation and leadership skills. 
Members get extensive evaluations to help them 
grow professionally. 9:45-11:30 a.m. MSUFCU, 104 S. 
Washington Square, Lansing. cdas.toastmost.org.

Weird Barbie’s Hideout: Official CCFF Afterparty 
- Performances by Los Angeles punk rockers 
Aurat and Hamtramck’s Day Residue. Before the 
bands, head downstairs to Weird Barbie’s Hide-
out or to the mainstage for House of Manifesta-
tion’s Ganja Ball. 8 p.m.-3 a.m. The Fledge, 1300 
Eureka St., Lansing. ccff.co.

Sunday, April 21
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Trien-
nial exhibition - An inclusive survey of work pro-
duced by MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art 
Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-
884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

76th Michigan Antiquarian Book & Paper Show 
- Huge assortment of books and ephemera on 
sale. Admission $5, children 13 and under free. 
9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Causeway Bay Hotel, 6820 S. 
Cedar St., Lansing. 517-332-0112. curiousbooks.
com/shows.html.

Adrienne Torf & Voices of the Revolution - 7:30 
p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 517-331-
8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

“Alabama Story” - Political foes, star-crossed 
lovers and a feisty children’s author inhabit the 
same page in a Deep South of the imagination 
that brims with humor, heartbreak and hope. 2 
p.m. Stage One at Sycamore Creek Eastwood, 
2200 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing. peppermint-
creek.org.

Bottle and Can Collection for Eastern Ingham 
Farmers Market - 11 a.m.-1 p.m. McCormick Park, 
123 High St., Williamston. 517-618-1630. easterning-
hamfarmersmarket.org.

“Bright Half Life” - A time-bending play about 
love, heartbreak and the infinite moments that 
make a relationship. 2 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. williamstonthe-
atre.org.

Capital Pro Wrestling - 3 p.m. The Fledge, 1300 
Eureka St., Lansing. 517-894-4589. american-
luchalibre.com.

Earth Day Community Council Fire with David 
Meeder - This special session of Sage Cafe will 
meet to begin building the Community Council 
Fire. 8 a.m. Unity Spiritual Center of Lansing, 
2395 Washington Road, Lansing. 517-371-3010. 
unitylansing.org.

Eliezer Temple Church Morning Worship - Part of a 
three-day celebration in memory of our founder 
and pastor, the late Apostle David W. Maxwell. 
Guest speaker Bishop Barkley Bailey Sr. 11 a.m. 
3637 W. Jolly Road, Lansing. 517-394-2544

Euchre - 6 p.m. Esquire Bar, 1250 Turner St., 
Lansing. 517-487-5338. 

Gideon Alorwoyie and the Afrikania Cultural 
Troupe - Troupe showcases traditional drumming 
and dances from Ghana. 7 p.m. Large Rehearsal 
Hall, 333 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-353-
5340. music.msu.edu.

GLAD Drum Circle - All ages and experience levels 
welcome. 2-4 p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 
Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-803-2392. face-
book.com/GreaterLansingAreaDrummers.

Green Man Day - Help prep for Beltaine! We’ll 
finish the day with a shared feast and relaxation 
time. Noon-5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 
Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-657-5800. weav-
ersoftheweb.org.

JUGGLERS AND WOULD-BE JUGGLERS - Jugglers 
meet at the Orchard Street Pump House at 2 
p.m. Sundays. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. 
mikemarhanka@gmail.com.

Introduction to Human Design with Wilder Dreams 
Collective - Human Design combines astrology, 
the I Ching, Kabbalah and the chakras to create 
a system that reveals one’s unique design. 4 p.m. 
Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center St., Suite 7, 
Lansing. manifestlansing.com.

Lansing Junior Roller Derby Basic Skills Boot 
Camp - Ten-week program. Ages 12-17. 6-8 p.m. 
Court One Training Center, 7868 Old M-78, East 
Lansing. lansingrollerderby.com.

“Moonglow” - Maxine, a feisty, bitter Alzheimer’s 
victim, doesn’t want to move into a nursing 
facility. But when she meets Joe, a widower who 
shares her love for dance, her outlook begins to 
change. 2 p.m. Riverwalk Theatre, 228 Museum 
Drive, Lansing. riverwalktheatre.com.

MSU Symphony Band and Spartan Youth Wind 
Symphony - Featuring guest composer John 
Mackey. 3 p.m. Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium 
Road, East Lansing. 517-353-5340. music.msu.edu.

Particle Journeys: From Deep Space to Deep 
Underground - Through hands-on activities and 
demos, we’ll introduce the audience to the fun-

damental particles that make up matter. 4 p.m. 
Abrams Planetarium, 755 Science Road, East 
Lansing. sciencefestival.msu.edu.

Red Cedar Quaker Friends Worship - 10:30 a.m. 
1400 Turner St., Lansing. redcedarfriends.org/
join-us-for-worship/.

Spring Wildflower Walk - Join a naturalist for a 
look at the wildflowers in bloom along the trails. 
1 p.m. Harris Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, 
Okemos. 517-349-3866. meridian.mi.us/hnc.

Swiftie-Themed Cookie Decorating Workshop 
- Join Coco’s Confections for a Taylor Swift-
themed cookie decorating workshop. 1-4 p.m. 
Lansing Brewing Co., 518 E. Shiawassee St., Lan-
sing. 517-371-2600. lansingbrewingcompany.com. 

Monday, April 22
Ballet II for kids - Ages 9-13. 4 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Bookend Gallery display - Jack Hetherington, 
an engineer and former physics teacher, uses 
colors to represent three or four dimensions on 
two-dimensional surfaces. Noon-4 p.m. Haslett 
Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/haslett.

Burger Night - Choice of hamburger, cheeseburg-
er or olive burger, plus fries. Dine in or take out. 
$8. 5-7 p.m. Columbus Hall, 5300 N. Grand River 
Ave., Lansing. 517-321-2209.

Capital City Ringers concert - Join CCR and music 
director Mark Loring for a family-friendly concert 
with a wide variety of music to celebrate our 40th 
anniversary! 7 p.m. Delta Presbyterian Church, 
6100 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-321-3221. capital-
cityringers.com.

Downtown Development Authority Meeting - 7 p.m. 
Portland City Hall, 259 Kent St., Portland. port-
land-michigan.org.

Improv Acting Class - 8:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Jazz Dance Class - 7 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Jump Into Reading - Join Ms. Erin for stories, songs, 
activities and therapy dogs. Ages 0-5 with caregiv-
ers. 11 a.m. Eaton Rapids Area District Library, 220 
S. Main St., Eaton Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

Matter of Balance - Interactive workshop that aims 
to reduce fall risk and increase physical activity in 
older adults. Eight-week session. 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
AL!VE, 800 W. Lawrence Ave., Charlotte. To register, 
call 517-887-1465 or email histedc@tcoa.org.

“The Quest: A Journey of Spiritual Rediscovery” 
Book Study with Jeff Benoit - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 
417 886. Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble - Learn to excel equally 
in singing, acting and dance. 5:30 p.m. 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Unity Book Study: “The Power of Now,” by Eckhart 
Tolle - Facilitated by Lucille Olson. 1:30 p.m. Zoom ID: 
177 417 886. Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Tuesday, April 23
Acting 101 Class - 7 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Acting Ensemble Class - 8 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Bookend Gallery display - Jack Hetherington, 
an engineer and former physics teacher, uses 
colors to represent three or four dimensions on 
two-dimensional surfaces. Noon-4 p.m. Haslett 
Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/haslett.
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A l l - o f - u s  E x p r e s s  C h i l d r e n ’ s  T h e a t r e
presents

City of East Lansing

April 26 & May 3
7 p.m.

April 27 & May 4
3 p.m.

April 28 & May 5
3 p.m.

East Lansing 
Hannah Community Center 

819 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823

For general information visit www.cityofeastlansing.com/allofus.    

Tickets can be purchased at the East Lansing  
Hannah Community Center, (517) 333-2580, ext. 0 or  

online at www.cityofeastlansing.com/allofus

Ticket Information*
$10 adults
$7 youth
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Intro to Acting/Improv for Kids - Ages 5-12. 
4 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhala-
center.com.

LAGE Game Night East - 6:30-11 p.m. The Junction, 
410 S. Clippert St., Lansing. meetup.com/lansing/
events.

LAGE Game Night West - 6:30-11 p.m. Frank’s 
Press Box, 7216 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. meet-
up.com/lansing/events.

Level I Dance Class - Introduction to theater 
dance using ballet, tap and jazz. Ages 5-8. 
4:45 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhala-
center.com.

One More Chapter Book Club - Chat, eat snacks 
and have book-related fun. Grades 2-4. Regis-
tration req. 6 p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 
226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-8859. 
charlottelibrary.org.

Preschool Family Storytime - Join us for stories 
and literacy-enhancing activities, including songs 
and rhymes. Ages 1-6. 11 a.m. Grand Ledge 
Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org.

“The Quest: A Journey of Spiritual Rediscovery” 
Book Study with Rev. Sharon Ketchum - 1:30 p.m. 
Unity Spiritual Center of Lansing, 2395 Washing-
ton Road, Lansing. 517-371-3010. unitylansing.org.

StressBusters: Positive Mental Health for Kids 
- 3 p.m. session for ages 3-6 and caregivers, 
4 p.m. sessions for ages 7-10 and 11-14. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. 517-346-8094. gladl.org.

Trivia at Lansing Shuffle with DJ Trivia - 7:30-9 
p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4619. 
lansingshuffle.com.

Wednesday, April 24
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty 
Triennial exhibition - An inclusive survey of work 
produced by MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lan-
sing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

“A Course of Love” Discussion, facilitated by 
Lucille Olson & Bill Dietrich - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 
417 886. Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Acting & Glee Music Class for Kids - Ages 5-12. 
4:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhala-
center.com.

Adventure on the Appalachian Trail - Local 
resident Ted Graham shares stories from his 
five-and-a-half-month hike on the 2,183-mile 
Appalachian Trail. 6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area Dis-
trict Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
517-627-7014. gladl.org.

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. allenneigh-
borhoodcenter.org/market.

Beginning Salsa Group Dance Class - Upbeat Latin 
dance that’s easy to learn. Seven-week class. 
8 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah 
Blvd., East Lansing. 517-364-8888. sparrow.org/
our-hospitals-services/michigan-athletic-club.

Bookend Gallery display - Jack Hetherington, 
an engineer and former physics teacher, uses 
colors to represent three or four dimensions on 
two-dimensional surfaces. Noon-4 p.m. Haslett 
Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/haslett.

The Brothers Ralph at the Graduate Rock Bar - 8 
p.m. 133 Evergreen Ave., East Lansing. 517-348-
0900. facebook.com/graduaterockbar.

CharLit Adult Book Club - A monthly adult book 

club. 6:30 p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 
S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-8859. char-
lottelibrary.org.

Community Conversations - Learn about the 
improvements and developments coming to 
Meridian Township from Amber Clark, director of 
neighborhoods and economic development. 6 p.m. 
Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. 
cadl.org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Earth Week Open House! - Variety of nature-themed 
activities, lessons and crafts. Seed giveaways 
while supplies last. 5:30-7 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
517-627-7014. gladl.org.

Improv Acting Class - 8:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Jazz Dance Class - 7 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Karaoke at Lansing Shuffle - 8 p.m. 325 Riverfront 
Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4619. lansingshuffle.com. 

Lansing Junior Roller Derby Basic Skills Boot Camp 
- Ten-week program. Ages 12-17. 6-8 p.m. Court 
One Training Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 
lansingrollerderby.com.

Mindfulness Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh 
tradition - All are welcome to join our weekly 
practice! 7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK 
Jr. Blvd., Lansing. lamc.info. 

Open Mic, Hosted by Rick Hansel - Family-friendly, 
welcomes singers and musicians. No cover, all 
ages welcome. 6 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

Science or Science Fiction? - Join us for a bookish 
trivia game. We’ll offer quotes from different 
books and see if you can separate science fact 
from science fiction. Prizes for the winning 
participants! 7 p.m. Hooked, 3142 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. hookedlansing.com.

Tall Poppy String Band and Northern Resonance - 
Two trios bring stellar examples of American and 
Swedish string music traditions. 7:30 p.m. The 
Robin Theatre, 1105 S. Washington Ave., Lansing. 
tenpoundfiddle.org.

Tap II Class - 6 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Walk-in Wednesday: Wet Felt Geodes - All-ages art 
workshop, children under 7 must attend with a 
registered adult. Free. 4:30-6 p.m. REACH Studio 
Art Center, 1804 S. Washington Ave., Lansing. 
reachstudioart.org.

Weaving the Web: Altars - Join us online or in per-
son for discussions, rituals, meditations and more! 
6 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., Suite 
7, Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org.

Thursday, April 25
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty 
Triennial exhibition - An inclusive survey of work 
produced by MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lan-
sing. 517-884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

“A Course in Miracles” Group, Facilitated by Lisa 
Schmidt - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. Passcode: 
601744. unitylansing.org.

Acting 101 Class - 7 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Acting Ensemble Class - 8 p.m. Ruhala Per-
forming Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

“Alabama Story” - Political foes, star-crossed 
lovers and a feisty children’s author inhabit the 
same page in a Deep South of the imagination 
that brims with humor, heartbreak and hope. 7 
p.m. Stage One at Sycamore Creek Eastwood, 
2200 Lake Lansing Road, Lansing. peppermint-
creek.org.

517.999.9999 1800 N Grand
sales@acd.net River Ave Lansing, MI

ACCELERATING
MID-MICHIGAN
BUSINESS SINCE 1992

ACCELERATING
MID-MICHIGAN
BUSINESS SINCE 1992

Adrienne Torf & Voices of the Revolution
Sunday, April 21

7:30 p.m.
UrbanBeat

1213 Turner St., Lansing

San Francisco-based pianist and composer Adrienne Torf will perform with 
Voices of the Revolution, a Lansing-based group of women spoken-word artists 
and gospel singers, 7:30 p.m. Sunday (April 21) at UrbanBeat in Old Town. The 
event aims to raise funds for Voices’ trip to Washington to join Torf in performanc-
es of her Helen Hayes Theater Award-winning musical program, “Poetry for the 
People: The June Jordan Experience,” which combines her music with the poetry 
of the late African American writer and activist June Jordan.

The UrbanBeat show will include selections from Jordan and Torf’s 2003 
album, “Collaboration,” as well as gospel and spoken-word performances by Voic-
es and an art auction.

Tickets are $15 in advance, $20 at the door or $10 for students with ID. To pur-
chase tickets and learn more about the performers, visit urbanbeatevents.com.

Events
from page 27
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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By GABRIELLE
 LAWRENCE

Have you ever won-
dered what dish or 
cuisine is synonymous 
with our geographical 
area? I know people 
love olive burgers and 
Quality Dairy donuts, but one thing that screams Greater Lan-

sing to me is that everyone has their favorite Middle Eastern restaurant. I’ve tried 
virtually all of them and have my own short list of favorites, ranked 
by their proximity to my office and the level of garlic in their garlic 
sauce. (Spoiler: I like a lot of garlic.) 

I live in Groesbeck, so Bread Bites Mediterranean, deep in the 
heart of Meridian Township, isn’t in my normal radius. However, 
since we decided to focus on it this month, I’ve been scheming up 
ways to work a couple of swings through Haslett into my routine. As 
we all undoubtedly know, you don’t swing through Haslett. You’re 
there because you live there, or you’re annoyed because it takes so 
long to get there. 

The first thing you need to know is that the people working at 
Bread Bites are incredibly friendly. Never before have I encountered 
someone who’s looked at me and said, “You’re fancy in so many 
ways,” and to be honest, I didn’t know what I’d been missing. On one 
visit, the same man gave my 6-year-old a bite-sized dessert while we 
waited for our order, and while the child was intimidated by the flaky 
layers of phyllo, luckily, his mother 
was not. 

The chicken shawarma pie ($9.99) 
is a Bread Bites special and something 
I was eager to try. Think of a person-
al pan pizza. The dough, which I as-
sume is the same dough used for the 
restaurant’s delicious pita, was piled 
with a layer of shawarma and melt-
ed cheese and topped with chopped 
tomatoes, lettuce, pickles and pickled 
turnips. It was conveniently sliced 
like a pizza, making it easy to eat. I’d 
never had anything like it before, and 
it lasted me through several meals 
with a salad on the side. I’d rate it 10 
out of 10 and would definitely order 
it again. 

On another visit, I tried the fried 
cauliflower ($13.99), served atop rice 
with two sides. I chose fries and fat-
toush salad for my sides and loved 
that the crispy toppings on the fat-
toush weren’t big pieces of pita chips, 
which always painfully poke the cor-
ners of my mouth when I cram them 
in there. They were much closer to 
pita breadcrumbs. They still gave me that crunch that I love, but much more man-
ageably. The fries, which were hot, salty and lightly spiced with paprika, were also 
better than average.

Mr. She Ate loved his beef shawarma ($14.75), but unfortunately, he left it un-
guarded when he took our daughter upstairs to get her pajamas on. The dog loved 
it, too. I offered to share my fried cauliflower with him and was secretly thrilled 

By BRYAN BEVERLY
Being native to 

Lansing’s west side, 
venturing out to the 
Meridian Mall as a 
kid was both rare and 
a treat. Just down 
Marsh Road from the 

mall is Central Park Place, a collection of fairly upscale store-
fronts. I recall several fond memories of visiting Seasons in the shopping pla-

za to explore its late-1980s-era furniture, trendy novelties and 
my favorite: the wall of jellybeans. I have less fond memories of 
waiting for my mom as she shopped at Chico’s for what seemed 
like days at a time, but we would hit up Cappuccino Cafe for a 
pumpkin bar or brownie as a reward for my patience.

Chico’s remains at the plaza, but many other businesses have 
been replaced over the years. One of the more popular tenants 
today is Bread Bites Mediterranean, which prides itself on its 
dough, bread and pies. This family-owned restaurant offers 
typical Mediterranean fare but also highlights several authentic 
dishes from the owners’ native Palestine and Lebanon.

During both of my visits, I saw lots of takeout and delivery 
orders, yet plenty of diners also filled tables for lunch. No matter 
how you plan to enjoy your meal, you will be greeted by Nadar, 
a maestro of kindness and belonging. Honestly, he should spend 
time training other restaurants’ waitstaff in customer service or 

giving pep talks to reception desk staff 
at many businesses around town.

What’s good
Bread Bites’ hummus ($6.25) is pun-

gent. It caught my better half and me off 
guard with its burst of citrus. It’s creamy 
and smooth but just thick enough that 
you can tell it’s authentic and fresh. Our 
palates are probably too used to West-
ernized versions of hummus. 

The Meat over Hashwe plate ($15.50) 
is up and down. The hashwe — rice 
seasoned with ground beef, cinnamon, 
and other spices — shines with its 
warm earthiness, helping to overshad-
ow the sumac-and-onion-marinated 
chicken musakhan, which is flavorful 
but overcooked in far too many pieces. 

What’s great
There are so many other great dishes 

at Bread Bites that it’s hard to put them 
into categories this month. The french 
fries ($3), with their house-made Leb-
anese seasoned salt, are probably bet-
ter than any other fries you’ve had in 
2024. Similarly, the lemon chicken 
soup ($6.50) is packed with carrots, 

celery, rice and chicken, with a most vibrant broth. Herbaceous and hearty, this 
soup would be perfect for a rainy April afternoon. 

I’ve had kibbie — ground beef combined with bulgur wheat, pine nuts 
and spices — on multiple special occasions where friends have made it fresh. 
Whether raw or baked, I’m a fan. Bread Bites’ deep-fried Kibbie Bites ($3 each) 
compete with any I’ve ever had. Crispy with notes of cinnamon and allspice, 
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By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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The go-to spot for 
Mediterranean in Meridian

Bryan Beverly for City Pulse

From the warm and fluffy pita bread to the herbaceous lemon chicken soup and perfect-
ly seasoned fries, Bread Bites Mediterranean is awash with flavorful and filling options.
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By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.
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Mediterranean

5100 Marsh Road, Okemos
11:30 a.m.-8 p.m. Tuesday-

Saturday
Noon-7 p.m. Sunday

(517) 708-7112
breadbitesokemos.com
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that he declined because it was a perfect 
lunch the next day — hearty and filling 
but not heavy. 

I picked up a slice of baklava cheese-
cake ($7.99) for us to share, then shoved 
it to the back of the fridge so Mr. She Ate 
would forget it was there. Bread Bites 
has an entire case of different desserts, 
all of which look like little jewels and are 
probably delicious, but the cheesecake 
has got to be the best one. It was thick, 
lusciously smooth and topped with the 
traditional pistachio-packed baklava 
filling, with pistachios also incorporated 
into the crust. It was divine. 

Mr. She Ate tried the gyro ($9.99) 
and liked the spices on the meat. He 
surprised us both by enjoying the half 
order of baleela ($7.25) I picked up for 
us to share. This was a new dish to me: 
a cold salad with chickpeas, romaine, 
cucumbers and onions. I stuffed it into 
the fluffy pita, drizzled it with vinaigrette 
and garlic sauce and found it to be both 
nourishing and delicious. 

The Lansing area is rich in delicious 
Mediterranean cuisine. No matter 
where I am, I know where I can get 
a satisfying mushroom-and-halloumi 
wrap, kafta sandwich or scoop of mu-
jadara. I’m thrilled that I now have a 
reliable favorite place to dine the next 
time I find myself in our northeast 
quadrant.

this kibbie is bound to be on my tray 
whenever I return.

The dessert options are plentiful 
and appealing, with baklava cheese-
cake ($7.99) and lady fingers ($2.25 
each) among the choices. We sam-
pled the rice pudding ($4.25), which 
is creamy and light in texture, with 
firm rice that’s neither crunchy nor 
soggy. Sometimes with rice pudding, 
the cinnamon is an afterthought that’s 
just sprinkled on top, but in Bread 
Bites’ version, the aromatic yummi-
ness is embedded throughout. Add in 
a hint of rose water, and the flavor is 

through the roof. The traditional bak-
lava ($2.50), with its paper-thin lay-
ers of phyllo and generous toppings of 
pistachios and honey, is a wholesome, 
sweet treat that provides a lovely ac-
companiment to the rice pudding. 

Best bite
As amazing as all the flavors de-

scribed above are, the best bite this 
month goes to the restaurant’s various 
breads. In every form, the doughy de-
lectable is the star of the show. From 
the warm and fluffy pita ($5.25 per 
bag) to the zesty and savory Thyme 
Bites ($2 each), this isn’t the place to 
count calories, but goodness gracious, 
are they tasty! My waistline is glad I 
still live far enough away on the west 
side. 

By ARI LEVAUX

About 60 years ago, on Little Corn 
Island, a tiny dot in the Caribbean 
Sea approximately 50 miles off the 
coast of Nicaragua, a cook named 
Maritza was born 
to a Colombian 
mother and Cuban 
father. She goes by 
“Bongui,” which 
means something 
in Creole, one of 
several languages 
spoken on the is-
land. The gringos call her “Granny,” 
thanks to a sign on a table set up in 
her front veranda that reads Gran-
ny’s Creole Cooking School.

Her house is flanked by mango 
and coconut trees, several carefully 
placed hammocks and benches, and 
a fire pit out back under a tamarind 
tree. “Granny gwan make ya know 
fa cook island style,” she announced 
as we sipped tamarind-ade on her 
veranda.

We ate some epic meals at Gran-

ny’s, including Run Down, a seafood 
stew served with local starches like 
cassava, plantain and breadfruit. 
Our favorite was her chicken cur-
ry, and we returned for an encore 
presentation of that dish. To mix it 

up, she added some 
dumplings and used 
an “island chicken,” a 
locally sourced roost-
er from the island’s 
north end. As the 
chicken bubbled on 
the fire beneath the 
tamarind tree, its feet 
sticking out of the 

pot, Granny directed a kid named 
Pinky to crack and grate some dry 
coconuts.

This chicken curry is a great reci-
pe for me to share with you because 
the ingredients are all available at 
home, so we can recreate it perfect-
ly. The same can’t be said for Run 
Down or fried yellowtail.

Granny served the curry with co-
conut rice and deep-fried smashed 
plantains called tostones. We doused 
our food with habanero vinegar and 

chased it with sweet, cold tamarind 
beverages as Granny told us about 
a cooking contest going down the 
next day at the village wharf. All the 
best cooks on the island would be 
there, including Granny, the culi-
nary Cardi B of Little Corn Island.

“Dem bitches all feared a me,” 
Granny announced with a grand 
sweep of her hand before pointing 
to herself. “Because dem know dis 
bitch can cook.”

She planned to enter her deep-
fried yellowtail with seasoned co-
conut cream, not to be confused 

with coconut milk. She predicted 
the $100 prize would be as good as 
hers.

The next afternoon, Granny’s 
fried yellowtail sat on a plate on a 
card table, flanked by a green co-
conut and a bunch of flowers. The 
tables of her competitors were laid 
out like catered buffets, with main 
courses flanked by fish balls, conch 
fritters, bush salads and stewed 
green papaya.
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Chicken curry, island-style

Granny’s chicken curry
This dish will serve four to six peo-

ple, depending on the size of the chick-
en. Serve with rice. 

1 whole chicken, cut up, or parts — 
I use a pack of drumsticks and a 
pack of thighs
1 medium onion or shallot, sliced
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 hot pepper, sliced
3 lemons or limes, juiced

1 cubic inch of ginger, sliced
1 teaspoon chicken bouillon 
paste or powder
1/4 cup coconut oil
2 tablespoons sugar
4 tablespoons curry powder
1 can coconut milk (you can also 
make milk from two dry coconuts, 
but it’s a process)
1 bunch basil, chopped
1 bunch cilantro, chopped

Salt and pepper to taste
In a large bowl, mix the chicken 

pieces with the onion, garlic, hot pep-
per, lemon or lime juice, ginger slices 
and bouillon.

While that marinates, add the co-
conut oil to a stew pot and turn the 
heat to medium. Add the sugar and 
cook for about 10 minutes, until it’s 
completely blackened. Add the chick-
en to the burnt sugar and oil. Turn 

the heat to high and cook the chicken 
for about 30 minutes, turning occa-
sionally. Add the onions and peppers 
from the marinade, along with the 
curry powder. Mix it all together and 
add the coconut milk. Reduce the 
heat to medium and cook for anoth-
er 30 minutes. Adjust seasonings to 
taste. Add the basil and cilantro and 
serve.

See Flash, Page 31

She Ate
from page 29

He Ate
from page 29

Courtesy of Ari LeVaux

Chef Boy Ari’s rendition of Granny’s 
chicken curry.

Courtesy of Ari LeVaux

The original Granny’s chicken curry.
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her entry a try. It was definitely bet-
ter than the winning fish. But not as 
good as Granny’s chicken curry.

A few days later, I ended up tak-
ing an excursion with Whiskers. 
We went night snorkeling and saw 
octopi, rays, sea turtles and two 
lobsters having sex. While Granny 
may not have won that $100 prize, 
we took care of her. And she sent us 
home with dense bricks of cooked-
down ginger, coconut and sugar. 
I’ve been putting pieces of it in the 
boys’ school lunches since we came 
home, a little edible reminder of 
Little Corn Island — as if they could 
ever forget.

Granny was furious. She didn’t 
know she was allowed to bring side 
dishes.

The winner was steamed yellow-
tail with Caribbean sauce. Second 
place was fried yellowtail in Carib-
bean sauce. Granny’s fried yellow-
tail in coconut cream did not make 
the podium.

Later that night, I ran into a fish-
ing guide named Whiskers. Apol-
ogetically, I told him that I would 

not be fishing with him but with 
Granny’s husband, Tuba. Whiskers 
understood. “Bongui got set up, 
mon!” he said of Granny’s fate at the 
competition. “Dem make she tink 
twas but one dish wen dem knew 
der was plenty.”

The next night, I asked the win-
ner, Michelle Gomez, if she would 
prepare her winning dish for us. It 
was delicious, but the earth didn’t 
tremble beneath my feet. I believe 
yellowtail, which is a tad bony, is 
better when fried crispy. And I love 
the interaction between a flavorful 
sauce and a crispy fish. So, the next 
night, we went to Granny’s and gave 

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 23

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 23

WILLIAMSTOWN TOWNSHIP
Township Board Meeting April 10, 2024

Synopsis

The Williamstown Township Board of Trustees held a regular meeting on Wednesday, April 
10, 2024 at 7:00 PM with Supervisor Bloomquist, Clerk Cleveland, Treasurer Cutshaw, 
Trustee Creagh, Trustee Duffy, Trustee Eyster, and Trustee Steinberg present. The Board 
approved the following:

• Consent Agenda
• Minutes of March 13, 2024 Board Meeting with corrections
• Contracting with Maner Costerisan for pre-audit services for $12,000; and Clark 
Schaefer Hackett for audit services for $15,000
• Contracting with DTE for street light conversion to LEDs with expense to be billed 
to the Street Light Assessment Districts over two years with no interest
• Contracting with Redwood Landscaping for foot bridge and shepherd’s wall 
construction at Summit Cemetery, not to exceed $20,400
• BS&A set up and training for Planning & Zoning module for $5,175
• Charges filed against individuals allegedly responsible for recent Township park 
damage
• One of two bids, not to exceed $1,065, to repair the damage to the Township park.

The next regular Board meeting will be at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, May 8, 2024 in the 
Community Room of the Township Hall, 4990 Zimmer Rd., Williamston. Visit 
williamstownmi.gov) for the latest agenda, documents, and updates. Phone (517) 655-3193.
Robin A. Cleveland, Township Clerk
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Scientist
The Michigan State University Facility for 
Rare Isotope Beams seeks qualified 
candidates for the following full time 
position: 

Scientist (East Lansing, MI) Provide 
user support for magnetic spectrometers 
for experiments with rare isotope beams. 
Operate spectrometers, maintain and 
develop to improve performance. 
Qualified candidates will possess Ph.D. in 
Physics or closely related field, + 3 years' 
exp as Research Engineer or any related 
position in nuclear physics eng R&D. Must 
have 3 years' exp in the use of magnetic 
spectrometers, associated beam diagnos-
tics, detector systems for spectrometers 
(eg. drift chambers and scintillators), 
beam optics, data acquisition, data 
analysis of Nuclear Physics experiments 
at MeV/u energies including associated 
software (Root or equivalent), exp with 
gamma detectors. Exp gained prior to 
degree completion is acceptable. To apply 
for this posting, please go to 
www.careers.msu.edu and search for 
posting number 936990. MSU is commit-
ted to achieving excellence through 
cultural diversity. The university actively 
encourages applications and/or nomina-
tions from women, persons of color, 
veterans and persons with disabilities. 
MSU is an affirmative action, equal oppor-
tunity employer.

P-04240107

TOP 5 GREEK FOOD

Based on your votes in City Pulse’s 2023 
Top of the Town contest. Bon appétit!

1. Lou & Harry’s Grill & Bakery
Counter-service restaurant offering casual
Mediterranean and American eats 
1429 W. Saginaw St., Suite 150, East 
Lansing
(517) 351-1066
louhas.com
11 a.m.-8 p.m. daily
2. Lou & Harry’s Bar & Grill
Sports bar offering Greek food, burgers,
specialty drinks and more
211 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing
(51) 657-2762
louhas.com
11 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Monday
11 a.m.-2 a.m. Tuesday-Sunday
3. Niko’s Taverna
Sports bar serving Greek and American 

dishes and authentic Greek beverages
151 S. Putnam St., Williamston
5-9 p.m. Monday
11 a.m.-9 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday
(517) 550-6456
nikoswilliamston.com
4. Olga’s Kitchen
Chain restaurant specializing in 
Mediterranean-inspired flatbread 
sandwiches and salads
354 Frandor Ave., Lansing
(517) 332-2500
olgas.com
10:30 a.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Saturday
11 a.m.-9 p.m. Sunday

5. Sultan’s Restaurant
Roomy eatery serving classic 
Mediterranean dishes, with lots of 
veggie options
1381 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing
(517) 333-4444
sultansmediterranean.com
11:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday
3-7 p.m. Sunday

6. Zaytoon Mediterranean – 
both locations
Casual restaurants serving shawarma, 
falafel and other Mediterranean staples
See zaytoonholt.com and 
facebook.com/zaytoonlansing for locations, 
hours and phone numbers

TOP 5
DINING GUIDE
THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED 

BY CITY PULSE READERS

Flash
from page 30

Global Orange Development LLC 
d/b/a BIGGBY COFFEE seeks a 
Director of Sustainable Farming
and Quality Assurance for a position 
in East Lansing, MI.  Successful 
candidates must have three years 
of experience as a Manager or 
substantially similar position. May 
telecommute from the following states
where BIGGBY is registered to do 
business: MI, OH, MA, CT, NC, SC, 
or KY.  50% international travel 
required. Email resume ATTN: Jodi
Latuszek at jlatuszek@biggby.com.     

Global Orange Development LLC 
d/b/a BIGGBY COFFEE seeks a 
Director of Sustainable Farming
and Quality Assurance for a 
position in East Lansing, MI.  
Successful candidates must have 
three years of experience as a
Manager or substantially similar 
position. May telecommute from 
the following states where Biggby 
is registered to do business: MI, 
OH, MA, CT, NC, SC, or KY.  50% 
international travel required. 
E m a i l  r e s u m e  AT T N :  J o d i
Latuszek at jlatuszek@biggby.com.     

EXPLORE THE POTENTIAL: Zoned MK-C 
at 908 N. Capitol, Lansing. Assessed in 

2024 at $123K. AS IS $175K. 
Info: crsepp@up.net
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DISCLAIMER:  For use by individuals 21 years of age or older or registered qualifying patients only. Keep out of reach of children. It is illegal to drive a motor vehicle while under the influence of marihuana. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222

WARNING: USE BY PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING WOMEN, OR BY WOMEN PLANNING TO BECOME PREGNANT, MAY RESULT IN FETAL INJURY, PRETERM BIRTH, LOW BIRTH WEIGHT, OR DEVELOPMENTAL PROBLEMS FOR THE CHILD.

All Products
B2G2 free

Buy Pre-Roll & Vape
Get 20% off

Buy a Disposable Vape, 
get a free eighth

Buy 510 cart, get a free battery 

3 for $30
200mg Peachy Hash

Rosin Gummies

$17 2x Loco and 1x
Element Infused Joints $15

1x Cider, Tea & CQ
 BOGO free
*excludes Hy-R & The Factory

$40
1x Vape & 1/8th

$50
2x 1g surf disposables

15/$75 Grand River Dabs 

5/$49 Disposables 

BOGO free
100mg Classic Gummies

20/$49
Pre-Rolls

$42 oz
Small Buds

$64 oz
Flower

BOGO
Infused

Pre-Roll 3pk 

While supplies last. Some restrictions may apply. See store for details.

SCAN FOR MORE DETAILS


