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Walk or run the Lansing River Trail together this year! 

BE SURE TO PREREGISTER! 
stRegistration for the run event ends at 1:30 pm on May 31 . 

There will be no race day registration available. 
Walkers can register on site. 

Proceeds and donations from this event go to support the 
Friends of the Lansing Regional Trails.

The competitive run will be professionally timed 
by the Michigan Running Foundation. 

Results will be posted during the race on this web site.

Sponsored in part by Jackson National Life and Hammond Farms. 

alk or run the Lansing River T ail together this y

Sign up and find more details here:

https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/Lansing/MayorsRiverwalkrun  #playlansing #lovelansing #riverwalkrunrolllansing #lansingparksandrec

Meet Mayor Andy Schor 
at Potter Park on June 1st at 9am 

and make your way to Turner Dodge House.



City Pulse • May 29, 2024 www.lansingcitypulse.com 3

Lansingpride.org



4 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • May 29, 2024

EDITOR AND PUBLISHER • Berl Schwartz

publisher@lansingcitypulse.com • (517) 999-5061

GENERAL MANAGER • Steve Underwood

steve@lansingcitypulse.com • (517) 999-6704

ARTS & CULTURE/EVENTS EDITOR • Nicole Noechel 

nicole@lansingcitypulse.com • (517) 999-5066

SENIOR STAFF WRITER • Lawrence Cosentino

lawrence@lansingcitypulse.com • (517) 999-5065

STAFF WRITER • Tyler Schneider

tyler@lansingcitypulse.com • (517) 999-5063

SALES EXECUTIVE • Lee Purdy  

lee@lansingcitypulse.com • (517) 999-5064 

Contributors: Dedria Humphries Barker, Bryan Beverly, 
Taylor Blair, Rob Brezny, Capital News Service, Bill 
Castanier, Ryan Claytor, Mary C. Cusack, Lizy Ferguson, 
Roxanne Frith, Mark Gmazel, Ari LeVaux, Gabrielle 
Lawrence, Audrey Matusz, Kyle Melinn, Joan Nelson, Tessa 
Paneth-Pollak, Tom Perkins, Dennis Preston, Chelsea Lake 
Roberts, Chris Silva, Jen Sorensen, Nevin Speerbrecker, 
Rich Tupica, David Winkelstern

Delivery drivers: Quill Blankenship, Cindy Heistand, Curtis 
Lauck, Terri Paine, Diane Scofield

(517) 371-5600 • Fax: (517) 999-6061 • 1905 E. Michigan Ave. • Lansing, MI 48912 • www.lansingcitypulse.com

VOL. 23
 ISSUE 42

Fax: (517) 999-6061

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES:      (517) 999-5061
or email citypulse@lansingcitypulse.com
CLASSIFIEDS & OBITUARIES: (517) 999-6704

A photographic journey through the Lino Ladies’ latest project

PAGE
10

Stone Circle Bakehouse floods the area with fresh bread

 Incorporate farmers market produce into instant ramen

PAGE
13

PAGE
26

Cover photo by Raymond Holt

HELP PUT INK ON THE PAGE! 
CONTRIBUTE TO CITY PULSE.

Use the QR code to donate by credit card
 or call (517) 999-6704.

Checks may be mailed to City Pulse,
1905 E. Michigan Ave, Lansing, MI 48912.



City Pulse • May 29, 2024 www.lansingcitypulse.com 5City Pulse • February 23, 2022 www.lansingcitypulse.com 5

PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

With 8 homicides in 2 months, Lansing leaders and residents seek solutions
At 14, Everett High School fresh-

man Xavier McKissic already knows 
two peers killed by guns.

The first was on May 4, when 
14-year-old Jaquez Moye-Young was 
fatally shot in north Lansing. The 
second was early Monday morning, 
when 17-year-old Kylete Owens was 
killed and six youths ages 15 to 20 
were wounded in a riverfront shooting 
just outside of Lansing Shuffle. 

“From first-hand experience, I see a 
lot of students and the youth in gen-
eral that don’t have an understanding 
of the value of life or how devastating 
death is,” McKissic texted City Pulse. 
“This is why we see young people that 
have access to firearms acting reckless, 
waving guns on social media or shoot-
ing people unprovoked.”

They were the city’s fifth 
and eighth homicides this 
year, all of which have oc-
curred since April. To curb 
the devastating trend, 
Lansing’s City Council 
approved a new Office 
of Neighborhood Safety 
on May 20. Now fund-
ed for at least one year at 
$175,000, the office will 
include a full-time 
staff member who 
will work exclu-
sively on violence 
prevention and 
outreach. 

At-large Coun-
cil member Peter 
Spadafore presented the idea as a bud-
get amendment last week. He said the 
goal was to create an office to coordi-
nate efforts with partner organizations 
such as Advance Peace and Lansing 
360. 

“We bought in those groups, but we 
don’t have a city resource that on the 
proactive and victim services side of 
things. So, when I heard a public com-
ment about the idea of this office, I 
latched onto it,” Spadafore said.  

The city has two avenues to fund it. 
If Michigan legislators approve a new 
state revenue-sharing fund this sum-
mer, the city would receive up to $3.5 
million for public safety expenditures, 
$175,000 of which would be used to 
for the new office. It would also pay to 

create 15 new police posi-
tions.

If lawmakers reject it, 
the city will tap into its 
general funds to keep the 
office going for one year, 
after which “we’d have to 
figure out a way to sus-
tain that over the future,” 
Spadafore said.  

The legislature will 
make that deci-
sion by the end of 
July, at the latest, 
and Spadafore ex-
pressed optimism 
about its chances.

Ryan Bates, di-
rector of End Gun 

Violence Michigan, applauded the 
move. He said he’s unaware of an of-
fice of this sort elsewhere in Michigan, 
though he knew of similar 
concepts in Seattle and vari-
ous California cities. 

“In general, taking a ho-
listic approach to violence 
prevention is a good thing 
that helps keep communi-
ties safer,” he said. “Typically, 
law enforcement only deals 
with crimes or shootings after 
they’ve happened, but there 
are a number of approaches 
you can look at to prevent these things 
from happening in the first place.”

The office will seek to apply some of 
these approaches, which would include 

community violence intervention, a 
method which Bates said “engages the 
relatively small number of habitual vi-
olent offenders through dialogue to re-
route them into more positive action or 
hospital-based intervention.”

Fourth Ward Council member Bri-
an Jackson was the only one to vote 
against the idea. 

“The people who are committing 
gun violence don’t know anything 
about the city departments. Their 
reality is trying to make and find op-
portunities. We have HRCS,” he said, 
referring to the Human Relations and 
Community Services Department, “we 
have Advance Peace, and I just don’t 
know if adding a department is going 
to help change anybody’s realities on 
the ground.”

Instead, Jackson said the city should 
instead focus on addressing the root 
causes of crime, which he said stem 

from “the stress of poverty and lack of 
legitimate opportunity.”

“If we want to look at reducing crime 
and violence, the indicators, as far as 

I’m aware, are food and housing in-
security, which is determined by our 
homeless number. If we get that down, 
that’s one tick,” Jackson said.  Anoth-
er would come from providing greater 
mental health and drug and alcohol 
abuse resources, he added.

At-Large Council member Trini Pe-
hlivanoglu said that while she support-
ed working with Advance Peace and 
Lansing 360, she also believed a cen-
tralized city-funded office will bolster 
those efforts.

“During a time when it’s getting 
warm out and we’re getting an uptick 
in criminal activity all around, we need 
all hands on deck,” Pehlivanoglu said. 
“We’re talking about holistic solutions 
here, and I think it’s a good idea to ex-
plore what this city can do to help.”

 Mayor Andy Schor’s administration 
is already scouting candidates for the 
position. The $175,000 would cover 
hiring that employee with benefits. 

“After that, they’re going to help us 
figure out if there are ways to grow the 
office, if we need to go find grant fund-
ing, if we can partner with other agen-
cies like the county or Michigan State 
Police, those types of things,” Spada-
fore explained. 

Tiffany Lemieux-McKissic, Xavier 
McKissic’s mother, said she’s “hopeful” 
the new office will help curb the car-
nage, though she urged city leaders to 
ensure the effort is “authentic and not 
performative.”

“This isn’t the problem, this is a 
symptom,” she said. “Part of what’s 
missing is that kids don’t have many 
positive things to do after school. 
They’ve been taking away basketball 
hoops, and we haven’t added many 

positive community-building 
efforts in their place.”

“These initiatives will not 
make a difference until we 
build community,” she added. 
“We see all the violence, but 
the problem begins in a lack of 
community connection and a 
lack of valuing self and life. It’s 
a systemic issue that can’t just 
be addressed with putting a 

Band-Aid on a head trauma. We need 
to create more positive outlets before 
these kids resort to violence.”

—  TYLER SCHNEIDER

Wali Khan for City Pulse

Lansing Police continue Tuesday to investigate the shooting overnight Monday that 
cost one teen his life and injured seven others.

Everett High School freshman Xavier 
McKissic expressed his concerns about teen 
gun violence in a letter to to Lansing’s school 
superintendent. To read it, look for this story 

online at www.lansingcitypulse.com.

Lansing homicides 2024 
April 10 — Christopher Stipanuk, 43, shooting

April 18 — Christine Cambric, 53, and Jason McKenzie, 50, shooting
April 26 — Aaron Joseph-Bey, 22, shooting
May 4 — Jaquez Moye-Young, 14, shooting

May 12 — Zaccari Marquise Taylor, 25, strangulation 
May 23 — Cynthia Marek, 65, stabbing
May 27 — Kylete Owens, 17, shooting

Xavier McKissic
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

Kylete Owens, 17, was 
killed and six others ages 
15 to 20 were injured in a 
shooting overnight Monday 
between Rotary Park and 
the Lansing Shuffle. Two vic-
tims, whose names have not 
been released, are in critical 
condition. No suspects have 
been identified, but detectives were reviewing video footage 
from city-owned and private cameras. Police attributed the vi-
olence to members of two feuding groups at a late-night social 
gathering and said that the shooters fired indiscriminately into 
the crowd. The homicide is the eighth in Lansing since April 10. 

Lansing Mayor Andy Schor said Tuesday that the city will 
immediately begin enforcing its curfew for 
minors after Monday’s mass shooting. Mi-
nors 12 and younger are required to be off the 
street 10 p.m. to 6 a.m., while the curfew for 
teens 13 to 16 is midnight. Exceptions include 
minors accompanied by parents or guardians, 
when they are on the sidewalk adjoining their 

residence, or returning home from a school, religious, work or 
volunteer activity. Minors who are residents of other cities may 
travel through Lansing in a vehicle. Potential penalties include a 
fine of up to $100, which can escalate for subsequent infractions 
up to $500.

Brandon Labrie, 42, of Lansing, was 
arraigned Friday in 54A District Court on 
an open murder charge in the stabbing 
death of Cynthia Marek, 65. Marek and an 
unnamed victim were found in critical con-
dition Thursday on the 2100 block of Bruce 
Avenue. Marek was pronounced dead at 
Sparrow Hospital. A judge denied bond for 
Labrie, who will appear May 31 for a probable cause conference 
and June 7 for a preliminary hearing.

Lansing City Charter 
Commission members 
picked former City Council 
President Brian Jeffries as 
chair at its first meeting since 
they were elected on May 
7. The nine commissioners 
picked Lori Adams Simon as 

vice chair. They will meet twice a month at 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
starting June 4. They will have about two and a half years to 
submit charter changes to the Governor’s Office. If approved, 
the revisions will be placed on the ballot. If voters reject them, 
commissioners can try again twice more, or choose to disband 
permanently.

Mayor Andy Schor an-
nounced Thursday the 
creation of the Lansing 
Racial Equity Fund. The 
Lansing Human Relations 
& Community Services Department will administer the fund, 
which will prioritize supporting organizations led by Black, 

Indigenous or other people of color or organizations serving 
BIPOC communities on projects and initiatives that address 
racial disparities and promote equity. Grant applications can 
be accessed at lansingmi.gov/hrcs and can be submitted until 
noon June 24. The fund is one of nine recommendations from 
the Mayor’s Racial Justice and Equity Alliance comprehensive 
report. It will make awards in six categories: access to health and 
wellness; economic stability; inclusion of people with diverse 
abilities; inspiring arts and culture; sustainable environment; 
and thriving youth and families.

The Schor ad-
ministration has 
selected an ar-
chitect and build-
er for the Ovation 
Center, the city-
owned planned 
performance ven-
ue on South Wash-
ington Square. Al-
bert Kahn Associates of Detroit will design it, while Freund & 
Associates of Royal Oak will manage construction. They were 
chosen through a request-for-proposals process. Albert Kahn 
Associates is known for industrial architecture, clubs, hotels, 
offices and many buildings for University of Michigan. It beat 
out Studio Intrigue of Lansing and Neumann-Smith of Detroit. 
Freund & Associates is a commercial construction company 
founded by Lansing-area native and MSU grad Nick Freund. It 
was chosen over three local construction firms: Clark, Christ-
man, and Wieland. 

Ingham County Animal Control offi-
cers removed 58 cats from a home in 
the 4300 block of Aztec Way in Okemos 
Thursday. The shelter was seeking dona-
tions of cat food and non-clumping litter, 
which can be dropped off at the shelter at 
600 Buhl Street in Mason.

Another county agency had gone to the 
home for a welfare check. The cats’ owner 

gave them up to the county and was cooperating with animal 
control. 

The family of 
Vernita Payne of 
Lansing, killed last 
August when a 
neighbor’s tree fell 
on her house during 
severe storms, 
has filed a lawsuit 
against the neighbor 
for not maintaining 
the tree, the Lansing 
State Journal report-
ed The lawsuit claims the tree had been tagged by the city “as a 
potential danger and known risk, due to the tree’s poor health 
and condition” and that the property owner, Tasha Canty, “failed 
to take any precautions to mitigate the risks.” City spokesperson 
Scott Bean said that the city does not inspect or tag trees and has 
no record of city involvement with it, the Journal said.

COMPILED BY STEVE UNDERWOOD FROM LOCAL NEWS SOURCES

1227 Clark St., Lansing

This 819-square-foot, three-bed-
room home off the southwest 
corner of Bancroft Park recently 
changed hands when Christian 
Nwobu sold it to Dilara Love-
ly-Parveen for $28,000 on March 
15. Built in 1916, the property was 
red tagged and boarded up in early 
2018, while Nwobu was penalized 
for continuing to rent it out with-
out a proper rental certificate from 
the city. Nwobu bought the house 
from Wells Fargo for $9,702 in 
2016 after the latter bought it for 
$76,090 in a sheriff ’s auction ear-
lier that year. When he sold it this 
year, he still owned 17 other city 
Lansing properties that were either 
red- or pink-tagged for safety con-
cerns. In the years since, the home 
has continued to face vandalism 
and was boarded up again in No-
vember 2022 and twice in 2023. 
Today, a smashed front window 
remains exposed, warranting yet 
another board-up charge. Efforts 
to contact Lovely-Parveen, who in-
herited $307.50 in fines associated 
with the 2018 red tag designation, 
were unsuccessful. 

— TYLER SCHNEIDER
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our weekly look at 
some of the seedier properties in Lansing. It 
rotates with Public Art, by Bill Castanier. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.
com  or call in a nomination at 517-999-5061.
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CITY OF EAST LANSING, MICHIGAN NOTICE OF ADOPTION
ORDINANCE 1530

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND EAST LANSING CITY CODE

THE CITY OF EAST LANSING ORDAINS:
City of East Lansing City Code will be amended as follows:
Chapter 32 – SIGNS
Sec. 32-6. - Signs not requiring a permit.
The following signs shall be excluded from the requirements of this chapter and shall 
not require annual licenses or permits for construction. Signs regulated under this sec-
tion shall not be counted towards the total sign area permitted on any premises.

(a) Any sign, traffic signal, or warning device erected or displayed by any public 
agency.

(b) Vehicle-mounted signs which are either painted or permanently attached to 
a vehicle, provided the vehicle is capable of being legally driven on public 
streets and may be parked in any one location for no more than ten hours.

(c) Signs or tablets when cut into a masonry surface or when constructed of 
bronze or other incombustible material and made an integral part of the 
building.

(d) Seasonal decorations and signs placed in the public right-of-way, provided 
the dates and locations of placement shall be approved by the city manager.

(e) Signs within parking and access facilities having a surface display area not 
more than three square feet and not exceeding five feet in height.

(f) Signs not exceeding one square foot in surface display area and not exceed-
ing three feet in height in the front of and facing parking spaces.

(g) One double-faced freestanding or wall sign located within a construction 
zone, with a maximum limit of two signs per premises, subject to the follow-
ing restrictions:

a. Signs shall be no more than five feet in height.
b. Signs shall not exceed 50 square feet in surface display area and 

shall be set back at least one foot from the nearest property line.
c. No sign shall be permitted in any district for more than 30 days 

after issuance of certificate of occupancy.
(h) Yard signs not exceeding three and one-half feet in height or 24 square feet 

in surface display area per sign or 72 square feet aggregate surface display 
area for all such signs in residential areas.

(i) One freestanding yard sign in a commercial zoning districts that does not 
exceed 15 square feet in surface display area per face, nor exceed 14 feet 
in height, and is set back at least 25 feet from the nearest existing or future 
curbline, or in the absence of the curbs, 25 feet from the nearest edge of 
the pavement. There shall be a limit of one, double-faced sign per property.

(j) Signs maintained, established, or required by any federal, state or local 
agency, by a political subdivision of the State of Michigan, or by any state or 
local building code.

(k) A single, portable, non-illuminated A-frame sign, displayed by a business 
only during the hours in which the business is open to the public and located 
with the sign facing the dominant pedestrian travel patterns; and which is 
no taller than four feet in height, no more than six square feet in each sur-
face display area; and that does not decrease the width of the walkway to 
less than five feet unobstructed pathway. Any business located along a state 
highway must comply with state right-of-way restrictions.

(l) A wall sign, not to exceed one square foot in size and not directly or indirectly 
illuminated in a single-family residential neighborhood.

(m) On a property designated as a local, State, or National historic landmark, 
there may be up to one double-faced ground sign or one single-faced wall 
sign on the building, produced specifically for the purpose of recognizing the 
historic nature of the building or property. Such sign shall be positioned so 
as not to impact visibility of the structure or any architectural features, shall 
not be illuminated, and shall be subject to the review and approval of the 
Historic District Commission. Ground signs shall be set back at least 15 feet 
from the nearest curbline or edge of roadway, shall comply with clear vision 
requirements of Section 50-147(2) of City Code, and shall not exceed 16 
square feet in size. Wall signs may be placed on the ground floor street-fac-
ing facade of the structure and shall not exceed 6 sq. ft. in size.

(n) Tourist-oriented directional signs provided such signs are otherwise permit-
ted by the Michigan Department of Transportation pursuant to PA 299 of 
1996, as amended.

(o) Temporary window signs located within a construction zone. Surface display 
area shall not be limited for temporary window signs. There shall be no limit 

to the number of temporary window signs displayed. No temporary window 
sign shall be permitted for more than 30 days after issuance of certificate of 
occupancy.

(p) Temporary window signs for vacant commercial premises, vacant office and 
professional premises, or vacant premises located within the D.D.A. district. 
One or more temporary window sign shall be permitted. Temporary windows 
signs shall be permitted to cover all available window area during periods 
of tenant space vacancy. Temporary window signs shall be removed upon 
occupancy.

ARTICLE III. - SPECIFICATIONS FOR REGULATED SIGNS
Sec. 32-105. - Signs permitted for commercial premises, office and professional 
premises, or located within the D.D.A. district.

(a) On all premises used or occupied for commercial purposes there shall be 
permitted the following signs:

(10) Electronic display signs. Commercial properties shall be allowed one 
electronic display sign on the premises, subject to the following re-
quirements:

a. The illumination of the sign shall be limited to a brightness level 
no greater than the manufacturer’s recommended levels and not 
to exceed 3,000 nits during daylight hours, and shall not exceed 
0.3 footcandles over ambient lighting conditions from a half hour 
before sunset to a half hour after sunrise as measured from the 
recommended distance.

b. Measurements shall be done using an illuminance meter at the 
recommended distance, which varies by sign. The formula to find 
the measuring distance, in feet, is the square root of the sign area 
in square feet x 100. Measuring for enforcement purposes shall be 
performed by an approved third party following the recommended 
procedures of ASHRAE 9.4.3. Functional Testing.

c. The display shall not, or shall not appear to flash, pulse, or portray 
explosions, fireworks, or flashes of light. The display shall not ap-
pear to move toward or away from the viewer, expand or contract, 
spin, rotate, or twist. The message on the display shall remain in 
a fixed, static position for a minimum of eight seconds and shall 
change by means of a dissolve effect.

d. All electronic display signs must be equipped with a sensor or oth-
er device that automatically determines the ambient illumination 
and programmed to automatically dim according to ambient light 
conditions to comply with the 0.3- footcandle requirement.

e. All electronic display signs in any residentially zoned district or 
within 150 feet of a residentially zoned district that are directly visi-
ble from residential uses shall discontinue the display between the 
hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.

Chapter 50 – ZONING ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL
Sec. 50-5. - Definitions, A through C.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates 
a different meaning:

Building height means the vertical distance from the average elevation of the street 
curb paralleling the front, or if on a street corner, the front and exposed side of the 
building, to the highest point of the building’s roof surface if the roof is flat; to the deck 
line, if the roof is of the mansard type; or to the average height between the eaves and 
the ridge if the roof is gable, hip, or gambrel type.

For buildings set back from the street line, this vertical distance shall be taken above 
the average elevation of the finished grade along the facade of the building which faces 
the nearest public street, provided the building’s distance from the street line is more 
than the average height of such finished grade above the established curb elevation.

Building height shall not include mechanical equipment, antennas, chimneys or similar 
devices which are placed on or extend above the roof, nor elevator shaft enclosures, 
nor solid screen walls or enclosed penthouses constructed on the roof to contain and 
enclose mechanical equipment or rooftop gardens and recreational facilities provided 
for residents or employees of the building which are designed and sufficiently set back 
from the outer edge of the roof to be inconspicuous.

See CP#24-529, Page 8
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Building-Mounted Solar Energy Systems is a solar energy system that is attached to a 
building on a parcel as the principal method of physical support.

Building-Integrated Solar Energy Systems is a solar energy system that is an integral 
part of a building or structure (rather than a separate device), replacing or substituting 
for an architectural or structural component of the building or structure. Building-inte-
grated systems include, but are not limited to, photovoltaic or hot water solar energy 
systems that are contained within roofing materials, windows, skylights, and awnings.

Carport energy system means a solar array that covers a required parking area.

Sec. 50-7. - Definitions, G through M.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates 
a different meaning:

Ground coverage means that part or percent of lot area included within the outside 
boundary lines of all buildings and structures located on the lot, including porches, 
decks, patios, breezeways, balconies, bay windows, paved drives and walks, and oth-
er area covered with impervious materials.

Ground-Mounted Solar Energy Systems is a freestanding solar energy system that is 
not attached, and is separate from, any building on the parcel of land.

Habitable room means a room designed for living and/or sleeping, excluding bath-
rooms, kitchens, dining areas, closets, hallways, and service areas.

Sec. 50-8. - Definitions, N through R.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates 
a different meaning:

Restaurant means all public places where food is cooked, prepared, provided, or 
served for human consumption.

Roof-Mounted Solar Energy Systems is a solar energy system mounted on racking that 
is attached to or ballasted on the roof of a building or structure.

Roomer means any person who engages a sleeping room in a rooming house or other 
dwelling for which a consideration is given.

Sec. 50-9. - Definitions, S through Z.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates 
a different meaning:

Solar energy systems means any equipment or structure used to harness radiant heat 
and/or light from the sun for heating, cooling, conversion to electricity, or other similar 
purposes.

(1) Personal Scale Solar Energy Systems means any equipment or structure used to 
harness radiant heat and/or light from the sun for heating, cooling, conversion to 
electricity, or other similar purposes and which the system is an accessory use to 
the principal use of the site and where the sale and distribution of excess available 
energy is incidental to the primary use of the system.

(2) Utility Scale Solar Energy Systems means a solar energy system or systems in-
stalled with its primary purpose being the sale of generated energy or excess 
energy for commercial sale, or its primary end user being a utility company.

State licensed residential facility means a structure constructed for residential purpos-
es that is licensed by the state under the Adult Foster Care Facility Licensing Act, 1979 
PA 218, MCL 400.701 to 400.737, or 1973 PA 116, MCL 722.111 to 722.128, and pro-
vides residential services for six or fewer persons under 24-hour supervision or care.

ARTICLE II. - ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
DIVISION 1. – GENERALLY
Sec. 50-35. - Building permits.

(a) Before proceeding with the erection, alteration, repair, moving, or removing of any 
building, or part thereof, an owner or his/her or its authorized agent shall obtain 
a permit from the building official. The applicant for a permit must file with his/her 
or its request a set of plans and written specifications sufficient to indicate clearly 
and fully the nature of the contemplated work and the kind and quality of materials 
to be used therein, together with an estimate of the cost. Drawings shall be made 
to scale not less than one-eighth inch equal to one foot, and shall indicate clearly 
the size of structural members, walls, and openings, the position of the building 
on the site with reference to property and street lines and adjacent buildings, and 
such other information as may be necessary to provide for the enforcement of 
these regulations. It shall be the duty of all lot owners to have located accurately 
all corners and boundaries of their properties prior to building thereon.

(1) Permits for or including Solar Energy systems must also include the prop-
erty’s energy usage over the last 12 months, the projected energy output of 
the installed energy system over a 12-month period, and all other informa-
tion necessary for the building official to ensure that building, electrical, and 
safety codes are met.

ARTICLE III. - GENERAL DISTRICT REGULATIONS

Sec. 50-155. - Exterior lighting.

A. Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to provide reasonable regulations to direct 
the location, design, illumination level and use of outdoor lighting, and interior 
lighting directed towards the exterior, to minimize its undesirable effects. Spe-
cifically, this Section is intended to promote the public health, safety and general 
welfare of the City of East Lansing by:

1. Maintaining safe night-time driver performance on public streets by minimiz-
ing both brightly lit surfaces and lighting glare;

2. Promoting lighting that provides security but protects the privacy of adjacent 
properties;

3. Allowing lighting that is not unduly intrusive or a nuisance to nearby resi-
dents, property occupants, and drivers; and

4. Eliminating intrusive artificial light and lighting that unnecessarily contributes 
to sky glow and energy consumption.

Exterior lighting in all zoning districts shall be subject to the following requirements:
(1) Maximum fixture height.

a. When adjacent to non-residentially used or zoned properties, exterior light 
fixtures shall not be mounted higher than 25 feet above grade.

b. When adjacent to residentially used or zoned properties, exterior light fix-
tures shall not be mounted higher than 15 feet above grade.

(2) Cutoff angle of light fixtures.
a. All exterior light fixtures, including freestanding, canopy, pole, and build-

ing-mounted fixtures, as well as those used for single-family residential 
homes, shall be fully shielded and directed downward to prevent off-site 
glare and illumination. No portion of the lamp, reflector, lens, or refracting 
system may extend beyond the housing or shield, with the exception of pe-
destrian lighting. Interior light fixtures directed to the exterior of the building 
shall be subject to this requirement.

b. Canopy mounted light fixtures shall be recessed into the canopy so as to limit 
visibility from surrounding properties or the public right-of-way.

c. No lenses, lamps, or light sources shall be visible at the property line.
d. The planning and zoning administrator may approve decorative light fixtures 

as an alternative to shielded fixtures when it can be demonstrated that there 
shall be no off- site glare or illumination and the proposed fixtures will im-
prove the appearance of the site.

(3) Lighting intended to illuminate building facades shall be directed entirely at the 
building, with the cutoff angle designed to prevent light from spilling directly into 
the sky.

(4) The intensity of light within a site shall not exceed ten (10) footcandles within any 
part of the site and one (1) footcandle at any lot line, except where it abuts or fac-
es a Residential Zone District or residential use, a maximum of 0.5 footcandles is 
permitted. For vehicle fuel stations or outdoor vehicle sales areas, a maximum of 
twenty (20) footcandles may be approved on the site, subject to the requirements 
of Section 50-155(2)c. of this chapter.

(5) To maintain uniformity in light levels across a development and prevent or mini-
mize dark areas, the ratio of maximum to minimum lighting levels on a given lot is 
measured in footcandles at ground level, and shall not exceed a ratio of fifteen-

See CP#24-529, Page 9
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to-one (15:1). Parking lots shall maintain the same uniformity ratios as the main 
building or principal use served.

Sec. 50-156. - Alternative energy generation systems.

(1) Solar energy systems (SES).
a. Personal-scale solar energy systems shall be permitted in all zoning districts, 

subject to approval in section 50-35 of this chapter and the standards of the 
zoning district where they are being installed.

b. All solar panels shall be constructed of non-reflective materials.
c. Ground-mounted solar energy systems shall be permitted subject to approv-

al under section 50-35 of this chapter and the following requirements:
i. No part of the system shall exceed fifteen feet at the highest point, 

measured from the ground to the top of the system when oriented at 
maximum tilt.

ii. Systems in the rear and side yards shall be set back half the distance 
of the accessory building setback for the zoning district in which the 
system is located.

iii. No installation shall occur in the front yard of any lot unless approved 
as a special use in accordance with the procedures and requirements 
of Sections 50-93 and 50-94 of this chapter.

iv. If the area under the system is planted with native grasses or ground 
cover, a pollinator garden, rain garden, or other landscape materials 
approved by the planning and zoning administrator, the system shall 
not count against ground coverage requirements. Gravel or stone shall 
not be permitted.

v. Ground-mounted SES shall be screened from adjacent residential prop-
erties by landscaping, vegetation, fencing, or any combination thereof.

d. Roof-mounted solar energy systems shall be permitted subject to approval 
under section 50-35 of this chapter and the following requirement:
i. Roof-mounted solar energy systems may not exceed the allowable 

height limit of the zone district by more than eighteen (18) inches.
e. Wall-mounted solar energy systems shall be permitted subject to approval 

under section 50-35 of this chapter and the following requirement:
i. The system may project into a required rear or side yard up to half of the 

distance of the required setback. Systems proposed for front façade 
walls are prohibited unless approved as a special use in accordance 
with the procedures and requirements of Sections 50-93 and 50-94 of 
this chapter.

f. Building-integrated solar energy systems shall be permitted subject to ap-
proval under section 50-35 of this chapter.

(2) Utility-scale solar systems.
a. Utility-scale solar systems shall be permitted in the RA, Residential Agricul-

tural district or C, Community Facilities district only, subject to approval of a 
site plan under section 50-36.

b. A minimum of three acres shall be required for any utility-scale solar system 
site.

c. All systems shall be designed and located in order to prevent reflective glare 
toward any inhabited buildings on adjacent properties as well as adjacent 
street rights-of-way. Landscape screening shall be provided at the edge of 
the property, as necessary, to further prevent glare that cannot be eliminated 
through design and location.

d. If the area under any ground mounted system is planted with grasses or oth-
er landscape materials, the system shall not count against ground coverage 
requirements. Gravel or stone shall not be permitted.

e. No part of the system shall exceed 20 feet in height at the highest point.
f. All roads and access facilities shall be paved in accordance with the stan-

dards in section 50-816.

(3) Energy storage systems of any size shall be subject to local building and fire code 
requirements.

Marie Wicks
East Lansing City Clerk

CP#24-529
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We’ve all heard the tired phrase 
from the 1992 presidential cam-
paign: “It’s the economy, stupid.”  

Back then, it was James Carville 
laying the ground-
work for how Bill 
Clinton would go on 
to unseat then-Pres-
ident George H.W. 
Bush. 

Ross Perot had 
his charts and Bush 
had his international 
victories in Kuwait and the Middle 
East, but the economy wasn’t good, 
Carville said.  

The country was in a reces-
sion. Unemployment was high. 
White-collar workers’ jobs were at 
risk. Production was down. 

By historical standards, the reces-
sion was mild. But it wasn’t until 
December 1992 that economists 
bookended the mini-recession as 
having occurred between July 1990 
and March 1991. 

That’s right, for the entire year of 
1992, the United States wasn’t in 
a recession at all, but voters felt as 
if they were in one. That’s all that 
mattered. 

Bush was fingered for running the 
economy into the ground. Unem-
ployment was hovering around 7.5 
percent all year.  

Bush lost. Clinton won. 
Today’s history lesson sets the 

stage for today’s message: A person’s 
truth is a person’s reality. 

By the numbers, the U.S. economy 
isn’t bad. 

The unemployment rate hasn’t 
crested over 4% in nearly two and a 
half years. The inflation rate hasn’t 
been above 4% in a year. 

The gross domestic product has 
been up seven straight quarters and 
13 of the last 15. The COVID-19 re-
cession? That ended three years ago. 

Sure, the housing market is hot. 
Good, affordable housing is tough 
to find. But none of the traditional 
economic indicators show a crappy 
economy or that one is coming soon. 

Don’t take my word for it. The 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and 
the U.S. Census Bureau have all this 
data handy if you’re interested in a 
five-minute Google search. 

Most aren’t. For them, the econo-
my is what they want it to be. 

A person’s truth is a person’s 
reality. 

The Glengariff Group released 
data this week through the Detroit 

Regional Chamber that showed that 
nearly a quarter of voters (23.5%) 
believe the country’s inflation rate 
is higher than 8%. A 59% majority 
believe inflation is over 4%, when it 
is not. 

Only 23.8% correctly pinned it as 
being between 2% and 4%. 

Another 61.1% believe the econo-
my is weakening or we’re in a reces-
sion. In fact, we are not, nor is there 
conclusive data to show a recession 
is around the corner. 

Unfortunately, there’s a link be-
tween a person’s political leanings 
and their perceptions on the econo-
my, according to the Glengariff data. 

A startling 90.5% of Republicans 
believe the economy is weakening. 
By comparison, Democrats, by a 2 
to 1 margin, believe the economy in 
May 2024 is growing, not weaken-
ing. 

Maybe Republicans are experi-
encing something different than 
Democrats? Maybe today’s economy 
isn’t working for them. 

To that, here’s a new stat: Only 
14.3% say they are concerned about 
losing their current job. In Novem-
ber, that number was higher, 20.9%. 

Here’s another one, only 21.4% 
of people say they’ve personally had 
trouble finding a job. That’s down a 
tick or two from November’s per-
centage of 23.9%. 

Are Republicans having trouble 
finding a job? 

Again, the polling numbers would 
say no. The demographic having the 
hardest time finding a job tend to be 
young, Black urbanites, who. by and 
large are Democrats, to the extent 
they vote at all. 

Then it must be inflation, right?  
Well … not really.  
The final Glengariff number I’ll 

share has a 38.1% plurality of voters 
believe inflation is getting worse. 
That’s more than May 2023 (26.1%) 
or May 2022 (28%). 

In June 2022, U.S. inflation hit 
9%, a 40-year high. We’re at around 
3.4% this May. 

Inflation isn’t on the verge of 
hitting 9% next month.  Most people 
aren’t hurting for jobs. 

We do have an election in 160 
days. 

The numbers show the Republi-
cans want to make their truth the 
reality.

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol 
news service MIRS at melinnky@
gmail.com.)

POLITICS

Republicans believe the economy is bad,
when the numbers show that it’s not 
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Carving out a community of artists
Lansing Area Printmakers’ Collective ‘always ready for a project’

The Lansing Area Printmakers’ Collective gathers to begin assembling tiles for its latest project, an alphabet.

By CHELSEA LAKE ROBERTS
The Lansing Area Printmakers’ 

Collective, or Lino Ladies for short, 
recently finished its latest project: 
an alphabet. 

“Maybe two months ago, Laura 
came in and said she had an idea: 
We would each take a few letters and 
design them,” group member Cindy 
Lounsbery said. 

Laura DeLind, the group’s found-
er, couldn’t be happier with the re-
sult. 

“It’s so much fun to see how every-
body’s style comes through and how 
nicely the letters work as a complete 
piece,” she said.

Group member Martha Browns-
combe agreed. 

“That’s the joy of it, that everybody 
comes to the same material but gets 

very different results,” she said.
Each letter was created on a 5-by-

5-inch block through the process of 
linoleum cutting, or linocut, a meth-
od of relief printing. 
According to the 
group’s website, relief 
printing, considered to be the oldest 
form of printmaking, involves cut-
ting areas away from a smooth sur-

face, leaving an image that forms the 
final printing surface. Ink is applied 
to this surface, and it’s then pressed, 

much like a stamp, 
onto paper, fabric or 
other mediums to 
obtain a printed im-

age. The finished print is a mirror 
image of the original carving.

Group member Kate McNenly 

took printmaking classes in college 
and returned to linocut after a ca-
reer as a graphic designer. Although 
she also sketches and paints, she 
said she loves the linocut process 
“because it introduces simplicity and 
the recognition of what I think good 
composition has to be: the line, the 
dark, the white, the value. And when 
you do it in black and white, it’s pret-
ty obvious.”

Like the rest of the Lino Ladies, 
McNenly joined the group after at-
tending DeLind’s beginners’ linocut 
classes at the now-defunct Grove 
Gallery in East Lansing.

“When the classes were over and I 
had taught them all the basics, I still 
wanted to work with them,” DeLind 
said. “They inspired me. Everybody 

See Lino Ladies, Page 11Ruth Egnater puts finishing touches on one of her tiles.

Photos by Raymond Holt
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The finished tiles are aligned and glued to a base.

Special printing paper is applied to the inked tiles. Great care is taken to make solid contact without smearing the print.

 Rollers of different sizes are used to apply ink to the raised sections of the tiles.

had a different approach to the ma-
terials, and we did a lot of laughing 
and chatting. It was so good for the 
soul. It not only helped emotionally 
but artistically as well.”

Around that time, DeLind was 
also working with local poet Anita 
Skeen. 

“One day, I left a print on her 
windshield,” DeLind said. “She saw 
it and responded with a poem. We 
played back and forth, doing a call 
and response, just for the fun and 
joy of it.” 

This collaboration resulted in a 
book featuring Skeen’s poetry and 
DeLind’s linocut prints of birds, “The 
Unauthorized Audubon,” which was 
published in 2014. Then, during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Skeen and 
DeLind began collaborating again.

“This time, she started with a 

poem, and I responded with a print,” 
DeLind said. “That gave me a pur-
pose and a connection and an en-
joyment that I 
wouldn’t have had 
otherwise.” 

The pair traded 
poems and prints 
for two years, re-
sulting in a new 
book, “Even the 
Least of These.” 
They’ll celebrate 
the release of the 
book from 1 to 
3 p.m. Saturday 
(June 1) at Every-
body Reads and 5 
to 7 p.m. June 5 at 
Bestsellers Books 
& Coffee Co. in 
Mason.

DeLind said ar-
tistic collaborations “can be serious, 
but they also have to be joyful.” She’s 
been delighted to see how the rest of 
the Lino Ladies have evolved their 

artistic practices over the last de-
cade. 

Brownscombe came to the group 
as an accomplished 
weaver. She began 
printing on textiles and 
eventually started creat-
ing large-scale prints on 
items she created on her 
loom. 

“It’s a way bigger 
scale,” Brownscombe 
said. 

Other members de-
scribed how they’ve 
experimented with 
different mediums 
throughout the learn-
ing process. Lounsbery 
said, “I’ve always been 
dabbling in art of dif-
ferent kinds: eco-print-
ing, hand-painted silk 

scarves and now lino-printing on 
the silk. I’ve tried weaving, pottery, 
a little bit of everything. My work is 
definitely influenced by graphic de-

sign. I like to stylize things.” 
Lounsbery said participating in 

the group has been an important 
part of her artistic life. 

“I just can’t believe I found this 
group. It’s been the most wonderful 
thing. We all get along fabulously, 
and during some of our meetings, we 
just laugh until we’re almost rolling 
on the floor. We share ideas, and it’s 
a great way to learn new techniques,” 
she said. “We have to give kudos to 
Laura for starting this group, keep-
ing us going and finding space for us 
to work.” 

The Lino Ladies meet regularly at 
the upstairs portion of Bestsellers 
Books & Coffee Co., where they’ve 
been printing for about five years. 

“Bestsellers has been the catalyst 

The finished linocut print.

“Even the Least of These” 
book launch
Saturday, June 1
1-3 p.m.
Everybody Reads
2019 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
(517) 346-9900
everybodyreadsbooks.com

“Even the Least of These” 
reading
June 5
5-7 p.m.
Bestsellers Books & Coffee Co.
360 S. Jefferson St., Mason
(517) 676-6648
bestsellersbookstore.com

Lino Ladies
from page 10

See Lino Ladies, Page 12
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as to why we continue to exist,” Mc-
Nenly said. “There’s no way that 
anybody wants to dedi-
cate their home to mak-
ing linocuts because it 
requires so much clean-
up. But Bestsellers has 
done so much to give us 
a home and get us in-
volved in the local com-
munity.”

Numerous members 
made sure to mention 
the hospitality of the bookstore, 
which hosted the printmaking 
event Mason INK! last summer in 
partnership with the Lino Ladies. 
The main event featured large-scale 

printmaking in the street, accom-
plished with an asphalt roller. The 
pieces were sold at a silent auction 
in the bookstore, and proceeds ben-
efited an art scholarship for a Ma-
son-area high school student. 

This year, the Lino Ladies decid-
ed to take a break from putting on 

a large event, but they’re 
considering hosting 
something again next 
summer.

Although the group 
isn’t open to the pub-
lic, DeLind occasionally 
invites others to “laugh 
and carve” with the la-
dies or teach them a new 
technique. 

“We keep evolving,” she said. 
“We’re always ready for a project, 
an enterprise. Sometimes they’re 
big. When we work together, re-
markable things happen.”

By TYLER SCHNEIDER
Laura Ray took 

up painting in 
2009 as an outlet 
during her battle 
with breast cancer. 
As her art began to 
pile up in her home, 
someone suggest-
ed she should try 
to sell some of the 
pieces.

Ray took the ad-
vice to heart and 
began selling her 
paintings online 
and at area festi-
vals in 2011 under 
the banner of Ms. 
Laura’s Art. She 
continued to do 
so through 2018, 

when she opened her own gallery in 
the REO Town Marketplace.

Due to health issues, her first stint 
at the marketplace lasted less than a 
year, but she reopened the gallery on 
March 1 in order to make extra money 
while being able to set flexible hours. A 
grand opening event was held on May 
18.

“It’s a little bigger than it was last 

time, and I’m probably going to have 
to expand again soon because I’m full 
already,” she said. 

In addition to her own work, the gal-
lery also features pieces by nine other 
artists. 

“Some are more popular and well-
known, but I try to find artists who are 
just getting started and haven’t had an 
opportunity to really put their art out 
there yet. I try to help them figure out 
whether it’s a good idea to keep doing 
what they’re doing,” she said. 

All the art is for sale, and participat-
ing artists receive 70% of the profit on 
their pieces. Once their art is on dis-
play, Ray asks that they wait at least 
three months before taking it down.

“I want to give people the best op-
portunity to sell their stuff, but some-
times it takes me a little while to fig-
ure out how to properly advertise and 
market it,” she explained.

The gallery consists of much more 
than just paintings. Ray also makes 
earrings and other jewelry, while other 
artists offer pottery, recycled-metal art 
and other unique creations. 

Ray grew up in Suttons Bay and 
moved to Lansing as a teenager in the 
1980s. While she raised her children 
and has spent the majority of her life 

here, she said her upbringing remains 
a chief source of inspiration.

“I spent a lot of time in the Upper 
Peninsula when I was little, so I think 
a lot of my art has a lot to do with 
that,” she said. “Living in the city now, 
I still have a great fondness for the 
country and find myself painting the 
country a lot.”

Ray considers herself “an untaught 

Bob Ross.” She aims to provide space 
for other artists who relate to that sen-
timent. 

“I think that the difference between 
mine and other galleries is that if 
somebody wants an opportunity, they 
can have one here,” she said. “I want to 
be able to be self-sufficient, and I also 
want to be able to help other people 
along, so this is close to my heart.”

Ms. Laura’s Art Gallery offers accessibility for emerging artists

Ms. Laura’s Art 
Gallery

1023 S. Washington 
Ave., Lansing
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday
11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday-Thursday
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Friday-
Saturday
(517) 410-6746
facebook.com/
mslaurasart

Tyler Schneider/City Pulse

Laura Ray poses with some of her paintings, on display and available for purchase 
at her newly opened gallery in the REO Town Marketplace.

“Printed, Woven, 
Turned”
Through June 22
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesday-
Friday
Noon-5 p.m. Saturday
LowellArts Gallery
223 W. Main St., Lowell
(616) 897-8545
lowellartsmi.org

Lino Ladies
from page 11

Work by the Lino Ladies is on display at the LowellArts Gallery through June 22, part of 
a collective exhibition by three groups of artists.

 “Flying Fish,” by Laura DeLind, at the LowellArts Gallery.

H&H Mobil Abandoned Auto Auction
Viewing 6/20/24 By Appointment

2818 E. Kalamazoo St.
Lansing, MI 48912
Call 517-332-6335

Bids must be submitted by 8 am 6/24/24
at 1500 Haslett Rd. East Lansing, MI 48823

For more info go to www.hhmobil.com
CP#24-530



By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
A Celtic knot with a striking re-

semblance to a loaf of challah 
is stamped into the heat-blast-
ed keystone of Kevin Cosgrove’s 
18,000-pound wood-fired oven.

If knots symbolize the thread 
of life  with their intertwined be-
ginnings and endings, Cosgrove is 
finding himself at both ends these 
days. After 15 years of making and 
distributing a dizzying variety of 
baked goods to Lansing-area restau-
rants, stores and farmers markets, 
the founder and principal baker of 
Stone Circle Bakehouse is talking 
about retiring sometime soon and 
handing the business off to someone 
younger.

Yet he’s also at the top of his game, 
building on years of enthusiastic 
word of mouth to draw lines of de-
voted customers at the Allen and 
Meridian Township farmers mar-
kets each week. 

Despite his talk of retirement, 
Cosgrove still sees himself at the be-
ginning of the rope. 

“I’m still getting used to things,” 
he declared. “Each and every time 
you touch some dough or experi-
ment with some product, you have a 
better understanding, and it all piles 
on.”

Cosgrove’s early career left little 
room for personal expression. A na-
tive of Sioux City, Iowa, he worked 
in the food and beverage side of the 
hospitality industry, traveling from 
one newly opened hotel to the next 
and staying in each place for a year 
or two.

He came to Michigan for work 

and ended up buying a house and 
starting a family. But his Michigan 
job showed signs of winding down, 

and he needed some other way to 
help his wife support the family.

In classic Irish fashion, he tied the 
necessity of the moment to a long-
time passion: baking.

“I bought some books, started ex-
perimenting with some ovens and 
went to a couple of extended work-
shops to get a sense of what it re-
ally meant, up close and personal,” 
he said. “I’ve been experimenting 
since.”

After a year and a half of trying 
out different products and selling 
them at select local stores like Foods 
for Living, he made his first official 
“bake” under the rubric of Stone Cir-
cle Bakehouse on Jan. 8, 2009.

“I took a big leap,” he said. “My 
wife and I sold our family house and 
bought an old farmhouse where I 
put my bakery. It was quite a com-
mitment. We were all in.”

He liked the rustic ring of the 
name Stone Circle, plucked from a 
list of archaeological sites in an old 
Irish travelogue book.

See Stone Circle, Page 14
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‘Some kind of alchemy’
Kevin Cosgrove’s Stone Circle Bakehouse follows a new thread

Dimondale Farmers' MarketDimondale Farmers' Market
Thursdays, June - October, 3-7 pm

136 N. Bridge Street 
Follow us on Facebook!

Every 
Thursday 
3-6:30 PM
5/30-10/31
James Couzens 
Memorial Park 
Visit www.shopbfm.org for more information

Thursday 

Nicole Noechel/City Pulse 

Kevin Cosgrove sells a variety of breads and pastries at the Meridian Township Farmers 
Market each Saturday during the summer months.



He wasn’t looking for a sign from 
the heavens to confirm the choice, 
but he got one anyway.

In his first year with the wood-
fired oven, he noticed that each 
day, the rays of the newly risen sun 
progressed further along the curved 
arch of masonry on top. 

Precisely on the spring equinox — 
not one day before or one day after 
— the inside of the oven was illumi-
nated for five minutes.

Such is the magic of baking. Cos-
grove invoked the words of master 
baker Jeffrey Hamelman, a former 
instructor at the King Arthur Bak-
ing School and author of “Bread: 
A Baker’s Book of Techniques and 
Recipes.”

“He would talk about the awe you 
feel when you open up the oven and 
see those lumps of dough that you 
put into the oven 40 minutes earli-
er bloom into these nicely colored, 
burnished, mahogany-looking 
loaves,” Cosgrove said. “You know 
full well that some kind of alchemy, 
some kind of magic is taking place, 
and you think, ‘Wow, was I involved 
with that process in some way?’ 
Those feelings never go away.”

Bread was a Stone Circle staple 
from the start, but pastries and des-
serts came later.

Matt Angell, a New York City pas-

try school graduate, has worked at 
Stone Circle for about 10 years.

“Up to then, I hadn’t done a lot 
of sweet things, but Matt’s done a 
great job rolling that program out, 
and people sure like it,” Cosgrove 

said.
Among the most popular items 

are chocolate rye cookies, baguettes, 
galettes (flat, round pastries with 
an endless variety of toppings), 
Pugliese (rustic Italian bread that 
appears to be made of cooled lava 
from Mount Vesuvius) and crois-
sants with “flavors that aren’t nec-
essarily traditional,” Cosgrove said.

“Focaccia is really what got us 
into that creative mindset,” he said. 
“It opens you up to the possibilities 
of other flavor combinations. Fo-
caccia sets you free.” 

Focaccias are also a great way to 
utilize local fruits and vegetables.

“Right now, we’re working with a 
lot of rhubarb because there’s a lot 
of it available,” Cosgrove said. “But 
as the season goes on, cherries be-
come available, or blueberries or 
peaches, and that translates into all 
kinds of pastries, which are just a 
bunch of fun.”

Cosgrove uses organic ingredients 
and fresh fruits and vegetables from 
local sources whenever possible.

Stone Circle baked goods are cur-
rently on the shelves at Foods for 
Living, Hooked, the Capital City 
Market, Horrocks, the Eastside 
Lansing Food Co-op, Campbell’s 
Market Basket in East Lansing, 
Monticello’s in Haslett and the Al-
len and Meridian Township farmers 
markets.

Cosgrove also does wholesale 
restaurant business with the Peo-
ple’s Kitchen, Capital Prime, Good 
Bites and Picnic food trucks and 
several Michigan State University 
dorms.

Stone Circle products are also a 
staple of several area communi-
ty-supported agriculture programs, 
including Swallowtail Farm in Ma-

son, Titus Farms in Leslie and the 
Allen Neighborhood Center’s Veg-
gie Box program.

The Stone Circle stand is often 
the busiest at the two farmers mar-
kets Cosgrove attends.

“We’ve built up a lot of momen-
tum, but it takes a lot of years of 
creating relationships with people 
to get them to come back again and 
again, so they trust you and what 
you’re selling,” he said.

Cosgrove admires the Allen 
Neighborhood Center’s tightly 
knotted fusion of community and 
food and loves his Wednesday after-
noons at the farmer’s market.

“As bakers, we get locked up in a 
fairly small, hot space for hours on 
end,” he said. “All of a sudden, you 
break out of that, put some prod-
ucts in a basket, take them to the 
farmer’s market, have conversations 
with people you’ve grown to know 
over the years, and it’s like a family. 
It’s such a kick that people let you 
participate in their world.”

Cosgrove enjoys gardening and 
photography, but working long 
hours from sunup to sundown 
hasn’t let him get to much of that 
lately.

“It’s getting close for me to retire,” 
he mused. “I’d like to try to pass this 
business on, if it’s possible, and see 
if I can’t move down the road and 
leave it in someone’s hands. As far 
as me, I’m going to go garden and 
take some pictures and such.”

Nicole Noechel/City Pulse

Stone Circle employee Julie Levy-Weston (left) helps Cosgove attend to a line of 
customers at the Meridian Township Farmers Market on Saturday (May 25).

Courtesy photo

A Celtic knot with a striking resemblance to a loaf of challah is stamped into the 
heat-blasted keystone of Stone Circle Bakery’s 18,000-pound wood-fired oven.
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Stone Circle
from page 13
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PECKHAM FARMS
Locally grown fruits, vegetables and flowers

Open May through October
Monday – Friday | 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

5408 W. Grand River | Lansing

Open House event June 1
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

2024 area farmers markets
Peckham Farmstand
May-October
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Friday
5408 W. Grand River Ave., Lansing
(517) 316-4050
peckham.org/our-businesses/
peckham-farms

Allen Farmers Market
Year-round
Summer season: May 29-Oct. 30
3-6:30 p.m. Wednesday
Allen Neighborhood Center
1629 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing
(517) 367-2468
allenneighborhoodcenter.org/market

Charlotte Artisans and Farmers Market
May 30-Oct. 31
2-6 p.m. Thursday
Beach Market
120 W. Lovett St., Charlotte
(517) 543-0400
facebook.com/
charlotteartisansandfarmersmarket

South Lansing Farmers Market
May 30-Oct. 17
3-7 p.m. Thursday
Feeders Pet Supply parking lot
5016 S. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., 
Lansing
(517) 614-9035
southlansing.org/FarmersMarket

Bath Farmers Market
May 30-Oct. 31
3-6:30 p.m. Thursday
James Couzens Memorial Park
13753 Main St., Bath
(517) 641-6728
shopbfm.org

Afterglow Market
May 31-Sept. 27
6-10 p.m. Friday
Lansing Shuffle

325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing
facebook.com/afterglowmkt

Meridian Township Farmers Market
Year-round
Summer Season: June 1-Oct. 30
8 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday
3-7 p.m. Wednesday 
Marketplace on the Green
1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos
(517) 712-2395
meridian.mi.us/farmersmarket

Market on the Grand
June 1-Sept. 28
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday
Jaycee Park
525 E. River St., Grand Ledge
(517) 627-2383
grandledgechamber.com/market_
on_the_grand.php

Eaton Rapids Community Market
June 1-Sept. 28
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday
Hamlin Street, downtown Eaton 
Rapids
facebook.com/ERFarmersMarket

Old Red Mill Farmers Market
June 1-Sept. 21
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday
The Red Mill Pavilion 
450 N. Water St., Portland
facebook.com/
OldRedMillFarmersMarket

Holt Farmers Market
Year-round
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday
2150 N. Cedar St., Holt
(517) 268-0024
holtfarmersmarket.org

East Lansing Farmers Market 
June 2-Oct. 28
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday

Valley Court Park
280 Valley Court, East Lansing
(517) 319-6823
cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket

Laingsburg Farmers Market
June 2-Sept. 29 (outdoor)
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday
Roosevelt Row, downtown Laingsburg
June 6-Oct. 3 (indoor)
5-8 p.m. Thursday
First Congregational Church 
401 E. Grand River Road, Laingsburg
(517) 295-8128
laingsburgbusiness.org/
farmers-market-1

Eastern Ingham Farmers Market
June 2-Oct. 13
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday
McCormick Park
123 High St., Williamston
(517) 618-1630
easterninghamfarmersmarket.org

DeWitt Farmers Market
June 4-Oct. 8
4-7 p.m. Tuesday
North Bridge Street, downtown DeWitt
(517) 624-0286
dda.dewittmi.gov/farmers-market

See Farmers markets, Page 16

Courtesy Meridian Township Communications Department

West Michigan-based mushroom farm Mycophile’s Garden sells a variety of 
fresh fungi at farmers markets around the state, including the Meridian Township 
Farmers Market, shown here.
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Visit Us on Facebook! �
@EasternInghamFarmersMarket

Make Your Sundays Special
Eastern Ingham Farmers Market

Fresh • Local • Handcrafted
Williamston, MI

Open 10 AM to 2 PM
every Sunday through Mid-October
McCormick Park in Williamston

Sponsored by:

Photo by Krysta James

Craig Koenigsknecht of For the Love of Grain bakery prepares to greet customers 
at opening day of the Eastern Ingham Farmers Market on May 12.

Dimondale Farmers Market
June 6-Sept. 26
3-7 p.m. Thursday
Oct. 3-24
3-6 p.m. Thursday
Village Square
136 N. Bridge St., Dimondale
(517) 646-0230
villageofdimondale.org/general-3

St. Johns Farmers Market
June 8-Oct. 28
8 a.m.-noon Saturday
100 Maple St., St. Johns
(989) 227-1717
facebook.com/
SaintJohnsFarmersMarket

Perry Historical Society Farmers 
Market
June 8, July 13, Aug. 10, Sept. 14, 
Oct. 12
9 a.m.-noon

Calkins-Macqueen House
127 E. First St., Perry
perryhistoricalsociety.com

Market at the Moon
June 12, July 10, Aug. 14
5-8 p.m.
Blue Moon Ice Cream Shop
9448 E. M-21, Ovid
(989) 834-3021
facebook.com/lovemybluemoon

Westside Lansing Farmers Market
June 15-Oct. 26
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday

Union Missionary Baptist Church
500 S. Martin Luther King Blvd., 
Lansing
(517) 410-3133
westsidelansingfarmersmarket@
gmail.com

Farmers Markets at the Capitol
July 23, Aug. 27, Sept. 24
9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Capitol lawn
100 N. Capitol Ave., Lansing
(517) 432-3381
mifma.org/for-shoppers/
farmers-markets-at-the-capitol

Farmers markets
from page 15

 Courtesy Allen Farmers Market

Kids play with bubbles and hula hoops at the year-round Allen Farmers Market.
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In Your Dream Home

Purchasing a home is one of the 
largest decisions you’ll make. 
Whether you’re buying your first 
home, relocating, refinancing, or 
remodeling, we’re here to help.

Low Down Payment Options
MSUFCU also offers a first-time 
homebuyer program that features 
down payments as low as 3% to 
help get you into your home for 
less money upfront.

Scan the QR code 
to learn more!
msufcu.org/homeloans
517-333-2424
Visit any branch

Eligible properties include primary residences; owner-occupied second homes; condos; 
modular homes; and one- to two-unit buildings (one- to four-unit buildings in MI) with 
owner occupancy in one of the units. Properties must be located in MI, AL, AZ, CO, FL, GA, 
IL, IN, KY, MN, MO, NC, OH, OR, PA, SC, TN, VA, WA, or WI. Federally insured by NCUA.

Equal Housing Opportunity

Eagle Township, Clinton County
Board Meeting Synopsis

May 16, 2024, at 6:06 pm -   Present: Supervisor Stroud, Clerk Briggs-Dudley, Treasurer C. 
Hoppes, Trustee M. Hoppes and 25 citizens.    Absent: Trustee Strahle.
Board Actions:

1) Approved agreement for grant writing services with Clinton County Catalyst. 
2) Approved changes to the Future Land Use Map for the draft Master Plan. 
3) Approved distribution of the draft Master Plan.
4) Approved Interim Zoning Ordinance Amendment 03-2024.
5) Approved bills for May 2024.
6) Approved Clinton County Road Commission contract for Tallman Rd.
7) Approved paint/stain and power wash of the Eagle Township Hall.
8) Approved window cleaning at the Eagle Township Hall.
9) Approved implementing BS&A accounting software.
10) Denied requested dispute of fire run charges.
11) Approved purchase of new maps for the Board of Review.
12) Approved budget amendments for the updated chart of accounts.

A complete copy of the minutes is available by contacting Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Clerk.
Next regular meeting of the Eagle Township Board is June 20, 2024, at 6 pm at Eagle 
Township Hall, 14318 Michigan St, Eagle, MI.   See www.eagletownship.org for latest 
updates.

Prepared by:    Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Eagle Township Clerk  
Approved by: Troy Stroud, Eagle Township Supervisor

CP#240-532

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE:  TOWNSHIP BOARD

TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 2024

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
TOWNSHIP BOARD SPECIAL MEETING

5151 MARSH ROAD, OKEMOS  MI  48864
517.853.4000

TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 2024, 4:00 PM

Notice is hereby given that the Meridian Township Board, Charter Township of 
Meridian will conduct a special meeting in the Meridian Municipal Building, Town 
Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, on Tuesday, June 6, 2024, at 4:00 pm to 
interview the finalists for the open Trustee position.
The meeting agenda and packet will be posted on the Township webpage at 
www.meridian.mi.us

Deborah Guthrie
Township Clerk

CP#24-533

Scientist
The Michigan State University Facility for 
Rare Isotope Beams seeks qualified 
candidates for the following full-time 
position: 
Scientist (East Lansing, MI). Support FRIB 
Accelerator Operations in delivering ion 
beams. Development on delivering ion 
beams from 14 GHz ECR ion source for 
injection into superconducting linac of FRIB 
accelerator. Lead commissioning effort of 
the new superconducting ECR ion source. 
Qualified candidates will possess Ph.D. in 
Nuclear Technology, Physics or closely 
related field + 1 yr exp as Engineer, or any 
related position in fundamental physics 
research. Must have 1 yr exp with ECR ion 
sources, vacuum systems, mechanical 
design, RF System, thermal analysis, and 
ion beam optics. To apply for this posting, 
please go to www.careers.msu.edu and 
search for posting number 953563. MSU is 
committed to achieving excellence through 
cultural diversity. The university actively 
encourages applications and/or 
nominations from women, persons of color, 
veterans and persons with disabilities. MSU 
is an affirmative action, equal opportunity 
employer. 

P-05240564

Executive Driver Needed- Part Time. To 
perform professional driver duties and 
delivery in a timely and professional 
manner. We have multiple part-time and 
full-time shifts available and hours are 
flexible. Previous delivery experience is not 
required. The ideal candidate is described 
as an individual who takes pride in their 
driving and is dedicated to providing 
superior customer service. Contact
(Alessiacruz45@gmail.com )

Rates start at $24
for 4 lines

Submit your classi�ed ad 
to Steve Underwood: (517) 999-6704 or 

steve@lansingcitypulse.com

THE    PULSIFIEDSTHE    PULSIFIEDS

Contract rates available, all rates net. Classi�ed 
ads also appear online at no extra charge. 
Deadline is 5 p.m. Monday for the upcoming
Wednesday issue.
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nevin@nevingraphics.com
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Get schooled on Ingham County’s historic one-room schoolhouses
By BILL CASTANIER

Imagine a teacher giving a solo 
lecture about American history to 
a class of students ranging in age 
from 6 to 13. At one-room school-
houses, teachers were responsible 
for everything, from stoking fires to 
writing lesson plans on the black-
board each day. Older children act-
ed as mentors, and solitary study-
ing was required. Discipline often 
came in the form of a yardstick.

In its history, 155 one-room 
schoolhouses dotted Ingham 
County. The county’s Historical 
Commission has published a com-
prehensive guide on the subject, 
“Ingham County Rural One-Room 
Schools,” which can be ordered on 
Amazon. 

Editor Audrey Z. Martini, who 
spent years compiling the informa-
tion for the book, will speak at an 
event hosted by the Historical So-
ciety of Greater Lansing at 1 p.m. 
Saturday (June 1) at the Library of 
Michigan’s Lake Erie 
Room. Books will be 
for sale in the Michigan 
History Museum’s gift 
shop on the first floor.

Most of the schools 
were in rural areas, 
and children walked 
to school since school 
buses had yet to be in-
troduced. Most schools 
were also heated by 
wood, and in exchange for totes of 
wood, parents would get a discount 
on tuition, Martini said.

Some schools were founded in 

the earliest days of Michigan’s 
statehood, and many operated into 
the 1960s. They were gradually 
replaced by consolidated school 
districts like Mason, Okemos, Wil-
liamston and Lansing.

Today, most have been torn down 
or converted into public muse-
ums or homes. Except for tattered 
composite photographs of class-
es, most of the history has been 
lost. The last operating one-room 
schoolhouse in Ingham County, 
White Dog School in Williamston, 
closed in 1966. A headline in the 
local newspaper read, “White Dog 
Snaps, Bite Gone.”

Martini said approximately 50 
former one-room schoolhouses 
still stand in Ingham County, and 
30 of them are residences.

Martini herself attended a one-
room school, the Bachelor School 
in Bunker Hill Township, starting 
in 1952 as a “beginner,” which was 
equivalent to kindergarten. Stock-

bridge later annexed 
the area, and the school 
was closed in 1958.

“My mother was also 
a teacher, and she was 
upset I was going to 
a country school with 
outhouses in terrible 
condition. She was 
bound and determined 
to close the school,” 
Martini said.

Today, like many other surviving 
one-room schoolhouses, the Bach-
elor School is privately owned and 
used for storage.

Martini visited all 155 former 
schools while writing the book, 
which includes 200 photographs 
sourced from private sources and 
Capital Area District Libraries’ Lo-
cal History collection. Each school 

was given two pages, including an 
exterior photograph of the school 
and an interior shot when avail-
able. When not, maps were used to 
show locations.

“Locations for the schools were 
mostly determined by the locations 
of settlements. In 1827, territori-
al law mandated that settlements 
with 50 or more families were to 
have a public school, and residents 
could petition for one,” Martini 
said.

Lansing had three one-room 
schoolhouses, which were more 
like shanties and only lasted for a 
short time.

“It was a real challenge to sort 
out Lansing’s one-room school-
houses,” Martini said. The earliest 
one, Union School, was in what 
was called the Lower Village, now 
called Old Town, and was con-
structed in 1847. In 1851, it was re-
placed by the Cedar Street School.

The book also includes 20 pages 
of teacher names, listed by school. 

“My teacher was Roscoe Spencer, 
and word was he was sent to the 
school to straighten the boys out,” 
Martini said.

For her, the most fruitful part 
of putting the book together was 
talking to people who attended the 
schools and listening to their sto-
ries. One of the most difficult parts 
was deciphering the old records, 
which were often inconsistent or 
straight-up wrong.

Today, one-room schoolhous-
es are often romanticized. An old 
song goes:

School days, school days
Dear old Golden Rule days
Readin’ and ‘ritin’ and ‘rithmetic
Taught to the tune of the hickory 

stick.

“Ingham County 
Rural One-Room 
Schools” book talk
Saturday, June 1
1 p.m.
Library of Michigan
702 W. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
lansinghistory.org

Courtesy photo

Historian Audrey Z. Martini, an attendee 
of a one-room schoolhouse herself, 
spent years compiling the informa-
tion for the Ingham County Historical 
Commission’s new book, “Ingham 
County Rural One-Room Schools.”
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Scan this 
QR Code 

to get your 
FREE pass!

NEW! LANSING 
EXPERIENCE PASS
Download the FREE digital pass 

to access deals and discounts 

as you check into dozens of 

attractions and accumulate 

points to earn prizes.

CBD conversion oil harms operators and consumers alike
By CHRIS SILVA

“Hot dog water” is a tongue-in-
cheek term for cannabis distillate 
used by some industry insiders, ref-
erencing that the substance is cheaply 
made and most often sourced from 
the remnants of leaves, stalks and 
stems from past harvests. Distillate 
is the base for most edibles, vape car-
tridges and topicals. 

As Michigan’s market continues 
to mature and consumers branch 
out from flower, these segments are 
growing, and the competition is get-
ting fierce. The race to the bottom 
on pricing and quality is happening 
just as much in the edible and vape 
games as it is in flower cultivation. 
Retailers have been flooded with 
cheaper-than-usual distillate-based 
products recently, and many in the 
industry are pointing to CBD conver-
sion oil as one of the main reasons for 
the influx. 

CBD conversion oil starts its life 
cycle as hemp, which has a negligent 
amount of delta-9 THC, the chemical 
that causes a typical high. Hemp is 
federally legal, it’s grown outdoors by 
the acre in many places, and the regu-
latory oversight required to grow and 
sell it is far less intense and much less 
expensive than it is for cannabis. To 
make CBD conversion oil, the CBD-
rich cannabinoids are extracted from 
hemp and exposed to different acids 
that convert the CBD into delta-8 
THC, which has a psychoactive effect. 

You’ve probably seen delta-8 THC 

products in head shops, gas stations 
or even direct-to-consumer websites. 
They’ll definitely get you high, but the 
regulatory oversight is so lax that con-
sumers are taking a gamble as far as 
quality and safety go. These products 
are sold outside the state’s legal cannabis 
market and don’t have to comply with 
the state’s oftentimes stringent regula-
tions. They’re also significantly cheaper 
to produce, so they’re being used to un-
dercut legal-market operators. 

Aside from the full-on assault be-
ing waged at questionable gas sta-
tions across the state, nefarious ac-
tors are almost certainly backdooring 
products made with CBD conversion 
oil into the legal market. Recently, 
Infinite Chemical Analysis Labs, a 
state-regulated testing lab, estimated 
that as much as 30% of the Michigan 
legal market’s distillate-based prod-
ucts contain CBD conversion oil, or 
in some cases non-psychoactive MCT 
oil, which is being used by profiteer-
ing producers to thin out distillate. 
This finding helps bring the rock-bot-
tom prices of distillate-based prod-
ucts into focus. 

Brian Hanna, executive director of 
the state Cannabis Regulatory Agen-
cy, has indicated at many speaking 
events that the agency is aware of the 
proliferation of CBD conversion oil 
and that a crackdown is imminent. 
Many industry insiders believe this is 
another issue a state-run compliance 
lab would be able to tackle, but a lot 
of businesses are frustrated and wel-

come any proposals on how to crack 
down on the use of conversion oil. 

Melanie Lavender, director of busi-
ness operations at cultivation, pro-
cessing and retail operation Evolution 
Brands, said, “Compromised distillate 
is running rampant in our industry. 
The good players in cannabis need to 
stand up to those not-so-savory peo-
ple who like to cut corners to line their 
pockets with money at the cost of the 
masses.” 

She said Evolution is launching a 
campaign to inform its customers 
that they’re guaranteed not to receive 
tainted or backdoor products. 

All of this will be interesting to see 
play out. In short, it all goes back to 
the theme of many of my pieces: You 
get what you pay for. Along with basi-
cally ripping off consumers, the use of 
CBD conversion oil in both the legal 
and extralegal markets is helping en-
sure that only established companies 
with large cash reserves have a chance 
in the extract-based product sector. I 
implore consumers to ask their bud-
tenders about how the oil is sourced 
in products they’re looking to buy. 
Consumer pressure will go a long way 
in deterring low-quality products in 
the future.
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in Review:
Terple Gang
in Review:

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub.

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds.

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too.

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor.

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell.

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.”

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high.

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high.

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%.

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.”

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button.

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output.

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week.

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year.

Here’s a look at a few of them:
Terple Gang — Bombulan
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder.

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed.

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips.

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes.

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks.

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too.

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes.

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty.

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap.

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com.

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

CBD conversion oil

Billy F. Blume Jr./Shutterstock

Vapes and gummies made with CBD conversion oil, derived from legal hemp, can be found alongside nicotine products at head shops 
and gas stations across the country. At this shop in Georgia, brands include Cake and Flying Monkey.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Welcome to the future 
of your education, Aries! Here are actions you 
can take to ensure you are exposed to all the 
lush lessons you need and deserve in the coming 
months. 1. Identify three subjects you would be 
excited to learn more about. 2. Shed dogmas and 
fixed theories that interfere with your receptivity 
to new information. 3. Vow to be alert for new 
guides or mentors. 4. Formulate a three-year plan 
to get the training and teachings you need most. 5. 
Be avidly curious.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Poet Emily Dickinson was 
skillful at invoking and managing deep feelings. 
One scholar described her emotions as being 
profoundly erotic, outlandish, sensuous and 
nuanced. Another scholar said she needed and 
sought regular doses of ecstasy. Yet even she, 
maestro of passions, got overwhelmed. In one 
poem, she wondered “why floods be served to us 
in bowls.” I suspect you may be having a similar 
experience, Taurus. It’s fun, though sometimes a 
bit too much. The good news is that metaphorically 
speaking, you will soon be in possession of a 
voluminous new bowl that can accommodate the 
floods.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): All of us periodically enjoy 
phases I call “Freedom from Cosmic Compulsion.” 
During these times, the Fates have a reduced 
power to shape our destinies. Our willpower has 
more spaciousness to work with. Our intentions 
get less resistance from karmic pressures that, 
at other times, might narrow our options. As I 
meditated on you, dear Gemini, I realized you 
are now in a phase of Freedom from Cosmic 
Compulsion. I also saw that you will have more 
of these phases than anyone else during the 
next 11 months. It might be time for you to get 
a “LIBERATION” tattoo or an equivalent new 
accessory.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Bold predictions: 1. 
Whatever treasure you have lost or are losing will 
ultimately be reborn in a beautiful form. 2. Any 
purposeful surrender you make will hone your 
understanding of exactly what your soul needs 
next to thrive. 3. A helpful influence may fade 
away, but its disappearance will clear the path for 
new helpful influences that serve your future in 
ways you can’t imagine yet. 4. Wandering around 
without a precise sense of where you’re going will 
arouse a robust new understanding of what home 
means to you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Denmark’s King Canute IV 
(1043-1086) wasn’t bashful about asserting his 
power. He claimed ownership of all the land. He 
insisted on the right to inherit the possessions of 
all foreigners and people without families. Goods 
from shipwrecks were automatically his property. 
But once, his efforts to extend his authority failed. 
He had his servants move his throne to a beach as 
the tide came in. Seated and facing the North Sea, 
he commanded, “Halt your advance!” The surf did 
not obey. “You must surrender to my superior 
will!” he exclaimed, but the waters did not recede. 
Soon, his throne was engulfed by water. Humbled, 
Canute departed. I bring this up not to discourage 
you, Leo. I believe you can and should expand your 
influence and clout in the coming weeks. Just be 
sure you know when to stop.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Virgo-born Irène Joliot-
Curie craved more attention than she got from 
her mother, Marie Curie. Mom was zealously 
devoted to her career as a chemist and 
physicist, which is one reason why she won 
Nobel Prizes in both fields. But she didn’t spend 
sufficient time with her daughter. Fortunately, 
Irène’s grandfather Eugène became his 
granddaughter’s best friend and teacher. With 
his encouragement, she grew into a formidable 
scientist and eventually won a Nobel Prize in 
chemistry herself. Even if you’re not a kid, Virgo, 
I suspect there may be a mentor and guide akin 
to Eugène in your future. Go looking! To expedite 
the process, define what activity or skill you 
want help in developing.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): I have a fantasy that 
sometime in the coming months, you will slip away 
to a sanctuary in a pastoral paradise. There, you 
will enjoy long hikes, immerse yourself in healing 
music and savor books you’ve been wanting 
to read. Maybe you will write your memoirs or 
compose deep messages to dear old friends. 
Here’s the title of what I hope will be a future 
chapter of your life story: “A Thrillingly Relaxing 
Getaway.” Have you been envisioning an adventure 
like this, Libra? Or is your imagination more 
inclined to yearn for a trip to an exciting city where 
you will exult in high culture? I like that alternative, 
too. Maybe you will consider doing both.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): An Instagrammer named 
sketchesbyboze advises us, “Re-enchant your life 
by making the mundane exciting. You are not ‘going 
to the drugstore.’ You are visiting the apothecary 
to buy potions. You are not ‘running an errand.’ 
You are undertaking an unpredictable adventure. 
You are not ‘feeding the birds.’ You are making 
an alliance with the crow queen.” I endorse this 
counsel for your use, Scorpio. You now have the 
right and duty to infuse your daily rhythm with 
magic and fantasy. To attract life’s best blessings, 
you should be epic and majestic. Treat your life as 
a mythic quest. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): I invite you to invite 
new muses into your life in the coming months. 
Give them auditions. Interview them. Figure out 
which are most likely to boost your creativity, 
stimulate your imagination and rouse your 
inspiration in every area of your life, not just 
your art form. Tell them you’re ready to deal with 
unpredictable departures from the routine as long 
as these alternate paths lead to rich teachings. 
And what form might these muses take? Could 
be actual humans. Could be animals or spirits. 
Might be ancestral voices, exciting teachings or 
pilgrimages to sacred sanctuaries. Expand your 
concept of what a muse might be so you can get 
as much muse-like input as possible.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): The Japanese have a 
word for a problem that plagues other countries 
as well as theirs: “karoshi,” or death from working 
too hard and too much. No matter how high-
minded our motivations might be, no matter how 
interesting our jobs are, most of us cannot safely 
devote long hours to intense labor week after 
week, month after month. It’s too stressful on the 
mind and body. I will ask you to monitor yourself 
for such proclivities in the coming months. You can 
accomplish wonders as long as you work diligently 
but don’t overwork. (PS: You won’t literally expire 
if you relentlessly push yourself with nonstop hard 
exertion, but you will risk compromising your 
mental health. So don’t do it!)

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Typically, human fertility 
is strongest when the temperature is 64 degrees 
Fahrenheit. But I suspect you will be an exception 
to the rule in the coming months. Whether it’s 10 
below or 90 in the shade, your fertility will be extra 
robust — literally as well as psychologically and 
spiritually. If you are a heterosexual who would 
rather make great art or business than new 
babies, be very attentive to your birth control 
measures. No matter what your gender or sexual 
preference is, I advise you to formulate very clear 
intentions about how you want to direct all that 
lush fecundity. Identify which creative outlets are 
most likely to serve your long-term health and 
happiness.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Here’s a key assignment 
in the coming months: Enjoy fantasizing about your 
dream home. Imagine the comfortable sanctuary 
that would inspire you to feel utterly at home in 
your body, your life and the world. Even if you can’t 
afford to buy this ultimate haven, you will benefit 
from visualizing it. As you do, your subconscious 
mind will suggest ways you can enhance your 
security and stability. You may also attract 
influences and resources that will eventually help 
you live in your dream home.

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

“50%”-- half of 
them are the 
same.
by Matt Jones
© 2024 Matt 
Jones

ACROSS
1. Put ___ to (halt)
6. Argument
10. Racing form 
info
14. Curmudgeonly 
sort
15. Suffix with 
“trillion”
16. Miami team
17. Wrigley brand 
discontinued in 
the 1990s but 
brought back in 
2004
19. ___ mortals
20. Concert 
souvenir
21. ___ seat 
(enviable 
position)
23. Dessert with a 
lattice
24. Bury the ___
25. Believed to be
27. No-cost gift, as 
some spell it
30. Poly follower?
31. Half a NYC 
neighborhood?
32. Lawn sign word, 
maybe
35. “Sure!”
36. Actor Michael of 
“Ant-Man”
37. Prepared to ride, 
with “up”
41. Increases the staff
44. Lorna ___ (Nabisco 
cookie)
45. Tahiti’s capital and 
largest city
46. Swiss territorial 
divisions
48. Cinco follower
49. Rainforest 
inhabitant
50. Chart topper, 
perhaps

52. Playfully demure
55. Commuted by bus
57. Group that covered 
“Venus” to hit the 1986 
charts
59. Carmaker Ransom
60. Suffix after “out”
61. Light show beam
62. “The ___ From 
Brazil”
63. “While” beginning, 
once
64. Shell out

DOWN
1. Eight, in Germany
2. “Leaving Las Vegas” 
actress Elisabeth
3. London subway
4. Spheroid
5. Pill with no intended 
effect
6. Fried lightly
7. Soft drink that used 
to have a “Mr.” title

8. Dispute settler
9. Flower named for its 
fragrance
10. Unit of electrical 
resistance
11. Suspended 
animation that’s really 
cold
12. 1997 Literature 
Nobelist ___ Fo
13. Take the wheel
18. Part of RBG
22. Love to a fault
24. Directionally named 
Titleist ball for pro 
golfers (there’s also a 
“dash” version)
26. Shape-shifting 
spirits in Scottish 
folklore
27. ___ Most Wanted 
list
28. “Fancy” singer 
McEntire
29. 1999 Cartoon 

Network title trio
33. Online tech review 
site
34. Zap, in a way
38. “A Strange ___” 
(Tony-winning musical)
39. Elevate in rank
40. Lose hope
41. Presumptuous one
42. Exultant song
43. Corkscrew shapes
46. Chocolate 
substitute
47. Speed skater ___ 
Anton Ohno
51. Super Mario World 
console, for short
52. Law assignment
53. Sign of impending 
doom
54. Patio locale
56. Curvy letter
58. Jurassic 5 genre

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 27

SUDOKU Intermediate

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                       May 29-June 4, 2024



City Pulse • May 29, 2024 www.lansingcitypulse.com 21

Two-Faced Wilson at the Graduate Rock Bar - 8 p.m. 
133 Evergreen Ave., East Lansing. 517-348-0900. 
facebook.com/graduaterockbar.

Wednesday Yoga on Albert - Hosted by Yoga State. 
Bring a yoga mat. Free. 9 a.m. Albert El Fresco, 
corner of M.A.C. Avenue and Albert Street, East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.

Weaving the Web: Witches’ Pyramid - Join us online 
or in person for discussions, rituals, meditations 
and more! 6 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center 
St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.
org.

Thursday, May 30
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Triennial 
exhibition - An inclusive survey of work produced 
by MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 
547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-
4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

“A Course in Miracles” Group, Facilitated by Lisa 
Schmidt - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. Passcode: 
601744. unitylansing.org.

AWD Band - This Lansing-based smooth jazz/R&B 
band delivers quality music that will calm your soul 
and soothe your senses. 7:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 
Turner St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.
com.

Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. James Couzens 
Memorial Park, 13753 Main St., Bath. 517-641-6728. 
shopbfm.org.

Bookend Gallery display by Melissa Salyer - Self-
taught artist whose watercolor and acrylic paint-
ings reflect the peace she experienced growing up 
in the country. Noon-6 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 
Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/haslett.

Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or any 
other portable craft project and immerse yourself 
in an evening of creativity, conversation and com-
munity. 5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., 
Suite 7, Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org.

Game Night and Live Music - Enjoy a variety of 
activities and games from 5-9 p.m., including giant 
Connect 4, cornhole, giant Jenga, ping pong, giant 
chess and more! Live music at 6 p.m. Albert El 
Fresco, corner of M.A.C. Avenue and Albert Street, 
East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.

Karaoke Thursday - 8 p.m.-midnight. The Green 
Door Bar & Grill, 2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
517-325-9897. greendoorlive.com.

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - Join other adult 
women for fun, exercise, friendship and skating 
practice. 9:30-11:30 a.m. Suburban Ice, 2810 Hannah 
Blvd., East Lansing. ladiessilverblades.org.

Mark Grinnell at Cleats Bar & Grille - 6 p.m. 5801 N. 
Aurelius Road, Lansing. 517-574-4008. cleatsbarand-
grille.com.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Spring Art Show - Featuring 
an array of mediums. 9 am.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Male St., Lansing. 
517-332-4663. midmichiganartguild.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Volunteer Show - A special 
exhibit by guild volunteers. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. midmichiga-
nartguild.org.

Parkinson’s Rock-Steady Boxing - Free exercise 
class for people with Parkinson’s and their care-

Wednesday, May 29
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Triennial 
exhibition - An inclusive survey of work produced by 
MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 
E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-4800. broad-
museum.msu.edu.  

“A Course of Love” Discussion, facilitated by Lucille 
Olson & Bill Dietrich - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. 
Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. Kalam-
azoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. allenneighborhood-
center.org/market.

Blood Drive with American Red Cross - To schedule 
an appointment, visit redcrossblood.org (use 
sponsor code MERIDIANTWP) or call 1-800-733-
2767. 10 a.m.-2:45 p.m. Meridian Township Municipal 
Building, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian.mi.us.

Beginning Salsa Group Dance Class - Easy-to-learn 
Latin dance. Seven-week class. 8 p.m. Michigan 
Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. 
517-364-8888. sparrow.org/our-hospitals-services/
michigan-athletic-club.

“Bluey’s Big Play” - 6 p.m. Wharton Center, 750 E. 
Shaw Lane, East Lansing. 517-432-2000. wharton-
center.com.

Bookend Gallery display by Melissa Salyer - Self-
taught artist whose watercolor and acrylic paintings 
reflect the peace she experienced growing up in the 
country. Noon-4 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin 
St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/haslett.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at the Meridian Mall Food 
Court. 9-10 a.m. 1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 
meridian50plus.com. 

Game Night - Play Eaton Rapids-opoly, giant Jenga, 
Connect 4, Scrabble, Ticket to Ride, Pie Face, 
Guess Who, Life and more! Grades 4-12. 4-5 p.m. 
Eaton Rapids Area District Library, 220 S. Main St., 
Eaton Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

Hunt a Killer Mystery - Julia Adler found the 
mummified corpse of missing actress Viola Vane 
in the attic of her family-owned theater. We’ll work 
to determine who orchestrated Vane’s vanishing. 
5:30 p.m. 1845 Courthouse, 1305 Cochran Ave., 
Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Lansing Junior Roller Derby Basic Skills Boot Camp
- Ten-week program. Ages 12-17. 6-8 p.m. Court 
One Training Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 
lansingrollerderby.com.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Spring Art Show - Featuring 
an array of mediums. 9 am.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Male St., Lansing. 
517-332-4663. midmichiganartguild.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Volunteer Show - A special 
exhibit by guild volunteers. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. midmichiga-
nartguild.org. 

Mindfulness Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh tra-
dition - All are welcome to join our weekly practice! 
7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK Jr. Blvd., 
Lansing. lamc.info.

Open Mic, Hosted by Rick Hansel - Family-friendly, 
welcomes singers and musicians. No cover, all 
ages welcome. 6 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com.
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Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

Salus Center Prom
Friday, May 31

8 p.m.-midnight
The Venue by Eleven 11 

Events
5660 W. Saginaw Hwy, Lan-

sing

The Salus Center, a gather-
ing space and information hub 
for Lansing’s LGBTQ+ commu-
nities, will host a prom 8 p.m. to 
midnight Friday (May 31) at the 
Venue by Eleven 11 Events in the 
Lansing Mall. The theme is “En-
chanted Garden,” promising “an unforgettable evening of celebration, community 
and magic as you enter into a whimsical paradise where fairy tales come to life.”

The event will include DJ sets and dancing, a drag show, photo stations and 
complimentary hors d’oeuvres and fountain drinks. During the drag show, the 
Salus Center will crown its royal court, with winners in three categories: most 
enchanting, dashing duo (matching couple) and most iconic. To be considered for 
the contest, attendees should “dress to impress” in one of the three categories.

The event is restricted to ages 18 and older. Tickets are $25 at saluscenter.org/
prom, but free tickets will be provided for those who can’t afford them.

givers. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah 
Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8888. 
lapsg.org.

Summer Kickoff Party - Enjoy sandwiches and 
ice cream, meet our new director, complete a 
scavenger hunt, learn about the summer reading 
program and more. 5-7 p.m. Charlotte Community 
Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlotteli-
brary.org.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly - Weight-loss support 
group. Weigh-in 5:30 p.m., meeting 6-7 p.m. Haslett 
Middle School, 1535 Franklin St., Haslett. 800-932-
8677. facebook.com/HaslettTops.

Wake Up Old Town! - Free, informal networking oppor-
tunity for professionals from all over Lansing. 8:30 
a.m. Old Town General Store, 406 E. Cesar E. Chavez 
Ave., Lansing. 517-485-4283. iloveoldtown.org.

Friday, May 31
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Triennial 
exhibition - An inclusive survey of work produced by 
MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 
E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-4800. broad-
museum.msu.edu.

2024 East Regional Taekwondo Qualifier - 7:30 a.m. 
Lansing Center, 333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
usatkd.org.

Afro Beat in Town - Dance to Afrobeat, amapiano, 
Afrocongo, bongo, reggae and dancehall. 10 p.m. 
UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. 
urbanbeatevents.com.

Bookend Gallery display by Melissa Salyer - Self-
taught artist whose watercolor and acrylic paintings 
reflect the peace she experienced growing up in the 
country. Noon-4 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin 
St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/haslett.

Craft Club - Make a fairy dust necklace! Grades 
4-12. Registration req. 4 p.m. Charlotte Community 

Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-543-8859. 
charlottelibrary.org.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at the Meridian Mall Food 
Court. 9-10 a.m. 1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos. 
meridian50plus.com. 

Frog & Koop at Harrison Roadhouse - 6 p.m. 720 E. 
Michigan Ave., East Lansing. 517-337-0200. harrison-
roadhouse.com.

Jazz Vocalist Tiffany Gridiron - 7:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 
1213 Turner St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeate-
vents.com.

Mark Collins at Mash Bar - 7 p.m. 212 Albert Ave., 
East Lansing. 517-858-2100. mashbar.net.

Matthew Shannon at the Peanut Barrel - 8 p.m. 521 
E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-351-0608. 
peanutbarrel.com.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Spring Art Show - Featuring 
an array of mediums. 9 am.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Male St., Lansing. 
517-332-4663. midmichiganartguild.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Volunteer Show - A special 
exhibit by guild volunteers. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. midmichiga-
nartguild.org.

Parkinson’s: Movement with Vitality - Free exercise 
class for people with Parkinson’s and their care-
givers. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah 
Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8888. 
lapsg.org.

Postpartum Support International’s Maternal 
Mental Health Awareness Day - Featuring speeches 
on managing the stresses of new parenthood 
and information on local resources and advocacy 
efforts. Noon-2 p.m. Capitol steps, 100 N. Capitol 
Ave., Lansing. psichapters.com/mi.

See Events, Page 22
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“Refuge Recovery,” A Buddhist Path to Recovering 
from Addiction - Peer-led group meeting with a 
20-minute meditation and a reading from the book 
“Refuge Recovery.” 6:30 p.m. Unity Spiritual Center 
of Lansing, 2395 Washington Road, Lansing. 517-371-
3010. unitylansing.org.

Salus Center Prom - Featuring a DJ, a drag show, 
complimentary hors d’oeuvres and fountain drinks, 
photo stations and more. 18+. 8 p.m. The Venue by 
Eleven 11 Events, 5660 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. 
saluscenter.org.

Sprout and the Orange at Mash Bar - 10 p.m. 212 Al-
bert Ave., East Lansing. 517-858-2100. mashbar.net.

Saturday, June 1
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Triennial 
exhibition - An inclusive survey of work produced by 
MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 
E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-4800. broad-
museum.msu.edu.  

2024 East Regional Taekwondo Qualifier - 7:30 a.m. 
Lansing Center, 333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
usatkd.org.

2024 KDL Scholarship Ball - An evening filled with 
food, live music, a keynote address and plenty of 
fun to raise scholarship funds for youth in Greater 
Lansing. 7 p.m. Kellogg Hotel, 219 S. Harrison Road, 
East Lansing. eventnoire.com/events/2024-kdl-ball.

Contra & Square Dance - All dances taught. No part-
ner needed. Come at 6:30 for a quick workshop on 
easy contra dance moves. 7 p.m. Central United 
Methodist Church, 215 N. Capitol Ave., Lansing. 517-
614-5858. tenpoundfiddle.org.

“Corazón por La Justicia,” A Social Justice Exhibit 
- In the tradition of Chicano, Mexican and Latin 
American artists, we celebrate the work of Mich-
igan artists exploring issues that impact us today. 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Casa de Rosado, 204 E. Mount Hope 
Ave., Lansing. facebook.com/casaderosado.

“Even the Last of These” Book Launch - New book 
featuring poems by Anita Skeen and linocut prints 
by Laura DeLind. Meet the author and illustrator. 
1-3 p.m. Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing. 517-346-9900. everybodyreadsbooks.com.

EVOLVE! All-Ages Block Party - Pride-themed block 
party featuring kids’ activities, live entertainment, 
local vendors and a chance to connect with 
LGBTQ+-centered initiatives. Ticketed drag and 
burlesque show to follow. 2-6 p.m. 117 W. South St., 
Lansing. teaseagogo.com.

Geech - Experienced cover band that plays songs from 
a wide range of genres. 8 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner 
St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

Lansing Model Railroad Club Open House - Model 
trains will be running on the club’s HO-scale layout, 
complete with cities, industrial scenes, country-
sides, mountains and bridges. 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 5309 
Old Lansing Road, Lansing. 517-290-8948. lmrc.org.

Live Music with Atomic Annie - This five-piece cover 
band brings a unique style and contagious energy 
to music you know and love. 7 p.m. Lansing Brewing 
Co., 518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing. 517-371-2600. 
lansingbrewingcompany.com.

Lower Michigan Horse Association June show - 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. Ingham County Fairgrounds, 700 E. Ash 
St., Mason. facebook.com/LMHAHorseShows.

Market on the Grand - 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Jaycee Park, 
525 E. River St., Grand Ledge. grandledgechamber.
com/market_on_the_grand.php.

Mayor’s River Walk and Run 5K - Meet Mayor Andy 
Schor at Potter Park and walk or run to the Turn-
er-Dodge House. There will be fun stations along 
the way for kids. Register by May 31. 9 a.m. 1301 S. 
Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. lansingartgallery.org/
artpath/2024.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 8 am.-2 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. 517-712-2395. meridian.mi.us/Farmers-
Market.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Volunteer Show - A special 
exhibit by guild volunteers. 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. midmichiga-
nartguild.org.

Old Town Roper Romp! - Dress up like Mrs. Roper 
from “Three’s Company” and make your way 
through 20+ Old Town businesses. Check-in starts 
at 11 a.m. at the corner of Cesar E. Chavez and 
Washington Avenues. Crawl runs noon-4 p.m. 
Afterparty at Ozone’s Brewhouse starts at 3 p.m., 
featuring a group photo, trivia and a costume 
contest. facebook.com/badannies.

Old Town’s Chalk of the Town - Watch live as more 
than 40 artists create chalk art on the sidewalks of 
Old Town. Prizes will be awarded by our guest judg-
es. Noon-4 p.m. iloveoldtown.org/chalk-of-the-town.

Pumpstock Festival of American Roots Music - 
Music, food, art and fun for the entire family! Bring 
chairs, blankets, friends and pets. 2-8 p.m. Bailey 
Park, 300 Bailey St., East Lansing. To view a list of 
performers and activities, visit facebook.com/
Pumpstock.

Thistle Run Schooling Show - Horse show featuring 
a classical & Western dressage ring and an open 
class ring. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Ingham County Fair-
grounds, 700 E. Ash St., Mason. goshowmichigan.
com.

Wacousta Block Party - Free block party with live 
music, kids’ activities, food trucks and an artisan 
market. 3-7 p.m. Wacousta Cooperative Preschool, 
9180 W. Herbison Road, Eagle. 517-626-2746. face-
book.com/WacoustaCommunityBlockParty.

Welcome Summer Festival - Attend workshops and 
a ritual, shop local vendors and win prizes at our 
charity raffleBring shelf-stable donations for the 
Pagans in Need food pantry for entry. 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Lake Lansing Park South, 1621 Pike St., Haslett. 
weaversoftheweb.org.

Wild About Our Rivers Potter Park Zoo River Cleanup 
- Help clean up along the Lansing River Trail in front 
of the park. Participants receive free same-day 
admission to the zoo. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 1301 S. Penn-
sylvania Ave., Lansing. potterparkzoo.org.

Sunday, June 2
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Trien-
nial exhibition - An inclusive survey of work pro-
duced by MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art 
Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-
884-4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

2024 East Regional Taekwondo Qualifier - 7:30 
a.m. Lansing Center, 333 E. Michigan Ave., Lan-
sing. usatkd.org.

“A Course in Miracles,” with Dan and Carol 
Maynard - Noon. Unity Spiritual Center of Lansing, 
2395 Washington Road, Lansing. 517-371-3010. uni-
tylansing.org.

Beer and Barbells with State of Fitness - See how 
you perform in three strongman/strongwom-
an events: atlas stone, deadlift and overhead 
press. Weights will be scaled for different ages/
ability levels. 11 a.m. Lansing Brewing Co., 518 E. 
Shiawassee St., Lansing. lansingbrewingcompany.
com.

bRUNch & Walk with League 5K - Event will start at 
Lansing Shuffle and continue along the River Trail. 
Brunch to follow at the View at Jackson Field. 
Proceeds support the Junior League of Lansing. 
8 a.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. jllansing.
org/brunch-walk-with-league-5k.

“Corazón por La Justicia,” A Social Justice 
Exhibit - In the tradition of Chicano, Mexican and 
Latin American artists, we celebrate the work 
of Michigan artists exploring issues that impact 
us today. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Casa de Rosado, 204 E. 
Mount Hope Ave., Lansing. facebook.com/casa-
derosado.

Events
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: VARIANCE REQUEST 24-07

V/L LAKE LANSING ROAD
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 2024

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

VARIANCE REQUEST 24-07
V/L LAKE LANSING RD. (TAX ID #06-378-026)

PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, June 19, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. in the Meridian Munici-
pal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, 48864 (phone 
517.853.4560) to hear all persons interested in a variance request from Consumers Energy. 
The applicant is proposing to construct a new building that does not meet required setbacks 
and a fence that exceeds permitted height at V/L Lake Lansing Rd. (Tax ID #06-378-026). 
The subject site is zoned RB, Single Family High Density.  

Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Written comments may be sent prior to the public 
hearing to the Zoning Board of Appeals, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, 
Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by email to chapman@meridian.mi.us, or at the public 
hearing.

Deborah Guthrie
Township Clerk

CP#24-526

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: VARIANCE REQUEST 24-05

2731 GRAND RIVER AVE.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 2024

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

VARIANCE REQUEST 24-05
2731 GRAND RIVER AVENUE

PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, June 19, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. in the Meridian Munici-
pal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, 48864 (phone 
517.853.4560) to hear all persons interested in a variance request from Meridian Retail 
Management II LLC. The applicant is proposing to construct a restaurant with a 
drive-through that does not meet the perimeter landscape buffer, minimum landscape island 
width, and building landscaping width requirements at 2731 Grand River Avenue. The 
subject site is zoned C-2, Commercial.  
Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Written comments may be sent prior to the public 
hearing to the Zoning Board of Appeals, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, 
Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by email to chapman@meridian.mi.us, or at the public 
hearing.

Deborah Guthrie
Township Clerk

CP#24-527

STATE OF MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT, INGHAM COUNTY, NOTICE TO CREDITORS, 
Decedent’s Estate, Case No. 24-568-DE. Estate of Kendall Brooks Parker – Date of Birth: 
April 6, 1930. NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent, Kendall Brooks Parker, died 
September 25, 2023. Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the estate 
will be forever barred unless presented to Lynne Parker-Waybright, personal representative, 
or to both the probate court at 313 West Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 48933, 517-483-6300, 
and the personal representative within 4 months after the date of publication of this notice, 
05/29/2024. Attorney: Samantha Sprague, Bar no. P81931, PO Box 27346, Lansing, MI 
48909, 517-292-3696. Personal representative: Lynne Parker-Waybright, 1530 Roseneath 
Ave., Lansing, MI 48915, 810-444-5758.

CP#24-525

See Events, Page 24
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Drum Circle at Lake Lansing Park South - All ages 
and experience levels welcome. Bring percussion 
instruments if you have them, as well as chairs. 2-4 
p.m. 1621 Pike St., Haslett. 517-803-2392. facebook.
com/GreaterLansingAreaDrummers.

Eastern Ingham Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
McCormick Park, 123 High St., Williamston. eastern-
inghamfarmersmarket.org.

Euchre - 6 p.m. Esquire Bar, 1250 Turner St., Lan-
sing. 517-487-5338.

Laingsburg Outdoor Farmers Market - 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Roosevelt Row, Laingsburg. laingsburgbusiness.org/
farmers-market-1.

JUGGLERS AND WOULD-BE JUGGLERS - Jugglers 
meet at the Orchard Street Pump House at 2 p.m. 
Sundays. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. mikemar-
hanka@gmail.com.

Lansing Junior Roller Derby Basic Skills Boot Camp 
- Ten-week program. Ages 12-17. 6-8 p.m. Court 
One Training Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 
lansingrollerderby.com.

Lower Michigan Horse Association June show - 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. Ingham County Fairgrounds, 700 E. Ash 
St., Mason. facebook.com/LMHAHorseShows.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Volunteer Show - A special 
exhibit by guild volunteers. Noon-6 p.m. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. midmichiga-
nartguild.org.

Mom to Mom & Kid to Kid Sale - Opportunity for 
community members to sell gently used clothing 
and toys or find great deals on these essentials. 1-4 
p.m. Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park 
Drive, Okemos. meridian.mi.us.

Red Cedar Quaker Friends Worship - 10:30 a.m. 1400 

Turner St., Lansing. redcedarfriends.org/join-us-
for-worship/.

Sunday Yoga on Albert - Hosted by Yoga State. Bring 
a yoga mat. Free. 10 a.m. Albert El Fresco, corner 
of M.A.C. Avenue and Albert Street, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com.

Thistle Run Schooling Show - Horse show featuring 
a classical & Western dressage ring and an open 
class ring. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Ingham County Fairgrounds, 
700 E. Ash St., Mason. goshowmichigan.com.

Three Sparks Comedy - Free comedy with Three 
Sparks. 7-9 p.m. One North Kitchen & Bar, 5001 W. 
Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. 517-901-5001. onenorthdin-
ing.com.

Wild Honey Collective Album Release Show, with Spe-
cial Guest Abbey Hoffman - 5 p.m. The Avenue, 2021 
E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. avenuecafelansing.com.

Monday, June 3
Adventures in Slime - Decorate clear slime with 
fish, bugs, dinosaurs, glitter or nothing at all. 6 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson 
St., Grand Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org.

Finance Committee - 6 p.m. Laingsburg City Hall, 114 
Woodhull St., Laingsburg. laingsburg.us.

Highfields 44th Annual Golf Outing - 9 a.m. Forest 
Akers West Golf Course, 3535 Forest Road, Lansing. 
highfields.org/events/golfouting.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Spring Art Show - Featuring 
an array of mediums. 9 am.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Male St., Lansing. 
517-332-4663. midmichiganartguild.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Volunteer Show - A special 
exhibit by guild volunteers. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. midmichiga-
nartguild.org.

Sutton Foster 
Awards showcase

Saturday, June 1
6:30 p.m.

Wharton Center Cobb 
Great Hall

750 E. Shaw Lane, East 
Lansing

The Wharton Center’s 
12th annual Sutton Foster 
Awards program, a celebra-
tion of high school musical 
theater across the state, 
will culminate in an awards 
showcase beginning 6:30 
p.m. Saturday (June 1) at 
Wharton’s Cobb Great Hall. 
More than 130 students 
from 60 high schools will 
perform selections from the musicals their schools staged this year, as well as 
a variety of Broadway medleys. The students worked with Broadway musical 
directors and choreographers to rehearse the performances.

Throughout the yearlong program, three theater professionals viewed mu-
sical productions at each participating school and provided feedback to pro-
mote growth. This year, students also worked directly with touring Broadway 
professionals from shows like “Hairspray” and “Moulin Rouge! The Musical” 
in masterclasses and workshops to gain further expertise. 

Two performers at Saturday’s showcase will be selected to represent the 
state at the National High School Musical Theatre Awards in New York City in 
June. The Wharton Center will also award cash scholarships and tuition to its 
Take It from the Top summer camps.

Tickets for the showcase are $15 and are available at the Wharton Center 
Ticket Office, whartoncenter.com or by calling (517) 432-2000. For more in-
formation, including a list of participating high schools and their productions, 
visit whartoncenter.com/sutton-foster-awards.

Events
from page 22

May 13

May 15th

The next pet adoption ad appears June 19th

Call by noon Monday, June 17th to be included

in the next one

See Events, Page 25
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Open Mic Night, hosted by Kathy Ford - 6:30-9:30 
p.m. One North Kitchen & Bar, 5001 W. Saginaw 
Hwy., Lansing. 517-901-5001. onenorthdining.com.

“The Quest: A Journey of Spiritual Rediscovery” 
Book Study with Jeff Benoit - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 
417 886. Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

“The Three Musketeers and the Very Pretty Dia-
monds” - Presented by the Waverly Middle School 
Drama Club. 7 p.m. Waverly Middle School, 620 
Snow Road, Lansing. gofan.co/app/school/MI3772.

Unity Book Study: “The Power of Now,” by Eckhart 
Tolle - Facilitated by Lucille Olson. 1:30 p.m. Zoom ID: 
177 417 886. Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Yoga for Parkinson’s - Free yoga class for people 
with Parkinson’s and their caregivers. 1 p.m. Michi-
gan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. 
To register, call 517-364-8888. lapsg.org.

Tuesday, June 4
LAGE Game Night East - 6:30-11 p.m. The Junction, 
410 S. Clippert St., Lansing. meetup.com/lansing/
events.

LAGE Game Night West - 6:30-11 p.m. Frank’s Press 
Box, 7216 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. meetup.com/
lansing/events.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Spring Art Show - Featuring 
an array of mediums. 9 am.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Male St., Lansing. 
517-332-4663. midmichiganartguild.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Volunteer Show - A special 
exhibit by guild volunteers. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. midmichiga-
nartguild.org.

Parkinson’s: Balance, Conditioning and Strength - 
Free exercise class for people with Parkinson’s and 
their caregivers. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-
8888. lapsg.org.

“The Quest: A Journey of Spiritual Rediscovery” Book 
Study with Rev. Sharon Ketchum - 1:30 p.m. Unity 
Spiritual Center of Lansing, 2395 Washington Road, 
Lansing. 517-371-3010. unitylansing.org.

“The Three Musketeers and the Very Pretty Dia-
monds” - Presented by the Waverly Middle School 
Drama Club. 7 p.m. Waverly Middle School, 620 
Snow Road, Lansing. gofan.co/app/school/MI3772.

Trivia at Lansing Shuffle with DJ Trivia - 7:30-9 
p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4365. 
lansingshuffle.com.

Wednesday, June 5
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Triennial 
exhibition - An inclusive survey of work produced by 
MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 

E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-4800. broad-
museum.msu.edu.  

“A Course of Love” Discussion, facilitated by Lucille 
Olson & Bill Dietrich - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. 
Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. Kalam-
azoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. allenneighborhood-
center.org/market.

Camping Adventures at Michigan’s State Parks! 
- Learn about types of camping, what to pack, 
activities to enjoy while camping, how to reserve 
a campsite and the best state parks in Michigan! 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson 
St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

Doc Sherry for Senate Rally - Meet Doc Sherry and 
learn about her Senate campaign! Dinner provided 
by Fire and Rice, live music by Dave Santia. 6-9 p.m. 
Yoke Farms, 1011 Tihart Road, Okemos. facebook.
com/drsherryodonnell.

MSU Music and the Garden
June 2, June 23, July 14, Aug. 11

1 p.m.
Beaumont Tower

375 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing

Each year, the Michigan State University College of Music teams up with 
the Beal Botanical Garden to host a series of summer concerts. This year, 
each event will begin with interactive, tree-themed family activities at 1 p.m., 
followed by a performance featuring musicians from the College of Music at 2 
p.m. and a garden tour at 3 p.m.

This year’s performers include violinist Alirna Korieva and vocalist Phoenix 
Miranda on Saturday (June 2), the Spartan Jazz Quartet on June 23, vocal-
ists Grace Gits and Gabe Lockheimer on July 14 and saxophone foursome 
Quartet Fiume on Aug. 11. 

Each event is free and open to the public, and attendees are encouraged to 
bring a blanket or chair to sit on. For more information, visit music.msu.edu.

Events
from page 24

Summer solstice
Jazz Festival

eljazzfest.com
J u n e  2 1 - 2 2 ,  2 0 2 4

Eagle Township, Clinton County
Special Joint Meeting Eagle Township Board and Planning Commission Synopsis

May 16, 2024, at 5:00 pm -   Present: Supervisor Stroud, Clerk Briggs-Dudley, Treasurer C. 
Hoppes, Trustee M. Hoppes.  Absent:  Trustee Strahle.  Planning Commission Members: 
Chair Currie, Vice-Chair Rich, Secretary Sutherland, John Iszler and 11 citizens.  
Board Discussion:

1) The Board and Planning Commission walked through the draft Master Plan 
reviewing comments from the Board and the public.   

A complete copy of the minutes is available by contacting Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Clerk.
Next regular meeting of the Eagle Township Board is June 20, 2024, at 6 pm at Eagle 
Township Hall, 14318 Michigan St, Eagle, MI.   See www.eagletownship.org for latest 
updates.

Prepared by:    Laurie Briggs-Dudley, Eagle Township Clerk  
Approved by: Troy Stroud, Eagle Township Supervisor

CP#24-531

www.liskeys.com

(517) 484-0100

119 South Larch
Lansing, MI 48912 

Like us on          Facebook

• Alignments
• Suspension
• Brakes
• Tires
• Air Conditioning
• Oil Changes
• General Maintenance
• Wheel Straightening
• Rim Repair
• Specializing in Vibrations



26 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • May 29, 2024

By ARI LEVAUX

Who among us doesn’t 
have a trick 
or two up 
their sleeve 
for making in-
stant ramen? 
A vegetable or 
egg in the pot, 
your special sauce or pow-
der and, if you’ve got some 
game, perhaps a garnish 
on top. These are all good. 
But there are levels to this 
soup.

My breakthrough hap-
pened when I stopped 

thinking in terms of which 
ingredients I should add 
to my ramen and instead 

began looking at a 
package of instant 
ramen itself as an 
ingredient, a raw 
material to be used 
in the creation of a 
truly unique bowl 

of noodle soup.
This time of year, the 

young farmers markets are 
awash with greenery that’s 
full of nutrients, fiber and 
flavor: lettuce, kale, bok 
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Moka & Co. balances crisp internationalism with traditional touches
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Green ramen season

See Flash, Page 27
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 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

Courtesy of Ari LeVaux 

This time of year, farmers markets are awash with various 
greens that are perfect for beefing up a simple bowl of instant 
ramen.

Tessa Paneth-Pollak for City Pulse

The author’s child enjoys a dragonfruit 
refresher at Moka & Co.’s new location in 
Okemos.

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

O

Best 
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Best 
Food 
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Best 
Food 
Truck

By TESSA PANETH-POLLAK 

Lovers of strong Arabic coffee in 
Okemos will be happy to know they 
can now pick one up 
close to home. After 
opening its East Lan-
sing location in Decem-
ber, Moka & Co. brought 
another location to the 
corner of Grand River 
Avenue and Central Park 
Drive on March 29.

Design changes 
throughout the inte-
rior have turned this 
former Panera fran-
chise into a “clean, 
well-lighted place” 
(to quote Heming-
way) that provides a 
breath of fresh air and 
a splash of color at an 
otherwise impersonal 
corner with a view of a 
Rite Aid and a Speed-
way gas station. 

What really makes the drinks Ye-
meni, employee Jude Yahya said, 
are the seasonings: Coffee sourced 
from Yemen is blended with car-
damom, cinnamon and ginger and 
served with the husk of the bean. If 

you’re a tea drinker or looking for a 
bit less caffeine, try the shai Adeni 
— a spiced black tea most English 
speakers will know as “chai” — with 

similar fixings. 
If you stop in around 

lunchtime, the shop 
consistently offers sa-
vory tarts, including 
spinach-feta, tomato-ol-
ive and potato-leek. 
They have just the right 

amount of moisture 
and are never flaky 
enough to be messy. 

The company pays as 
much attention to the 
housing of the coffee as 
the bean itself. If you 
order in, your coffee 
will come in an insu-
lated glass mug to keep 
it hot. My pistachio 
latte, which arrived 
in an earthy ceramic 
mug with a flourish of 
foam art, was cozy on 

an overcast day but would also be 
refreshing on a hot one. The cold 
“refresher” drinks, made in-house, 
are an especially nice summer treat. 
They’re a big hit with my kids, who 
enjoy skewering the real strawber-

ries and seed-packed cubes of drag-
onfruit floating in the pink drinks 
with their straws.  

The kunafa bite, a gooey mozza-
rella-based cake infused with or-
ange blossom, rose water and pista-
chio and topped with a bird’s nest of 
crunchy vermicelli noodles, balances 
its diverse flavors and textures espe-
cially well.

With the sleek efficiency of in-
ternational travel, this location can 
serve as a stopover for your to-go 
cup. But cane chairs and buttery 
leather upholstery invite you to stay 
awhile. Large windows to the south 
and west allow in a generous amount 
of natural light. Over the speakers, 
Arabic music alternates with Taylor 
Swift’s latest hits to lend a pleasantly 
peppy vibe.  

This location isn’t as buzzy as the 
downtown East Lansing one (at 
least not yet), making it a great place 
to park and get some work done. But 
its friendly staff won’t let you feel 
unseen for too long. The shop offers 
counter service, but employees are 
willing to bring food and drinks to 
the table and seem equally equipped 
to help customers access familiar 
tastes or orient them as they explore 
new ones. 

Dragonfruit refresher
$7

Pistachio latte
$8

Kunafa bite
$4

Moka & Co.
4738 Central Park 

Drive, Okemos
8 a.m.-8 p.m. daily

(517) 721-1197
mokanco.com
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CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 20

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 20

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: VARIANCE REQUEST 24-06

2233 GRAND RIVER AVE.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 2024

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

VARIANCE REQUEST 24-06
2233 GRAND RIVER AVENUE

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, June 19, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. in the Meridian Munici-
pal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, 48864 (phone 
517.853.4560) to hear all persons interested in a variance request from Tyler & Emily 
Dawson. The applicant is proposing to construct a deck addition that does not meet required 
side yard setbacks to a nonconforming building at 2233 Grand River Avenue. The subject 
site is zoned C-2, Commercial.  

Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Written comments may be sent prior to the public 
hearing to the Zoning Board of Appeals, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, 
Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by email to chapman@meridian.mi.us, or at the public 
hearing.

Deborah Guthrie
Township Clerk

CP#24-528

Notice of Public Hearing

Mid-Michigan Leadership Academy will hold a public hearing June 10, 2024 at 6:00 pm at 730 
W. Maple Street, Lansing, MI 48906, (517) 485-5379, to review the proposed 2024-2025 
operating budget.  A copy of the proposed budget is available for public inspection at the 
above address.

CP#24-524

choy, herbs, pea shoots, spinach, 
watercress, chard, onions, chives, 
garlic, scallions, green onions and 

many other shades of green. Keep-
ing it seasonal, like I do, means a 
decidedly green ramen. Minus the 
lettuce, most any greens will work. I 
like to add a mix. 

Most enthusiasts have their pre-
ferred make and model of instant 

Flash
from page 26

Ingredients
1 package Nongshim Shin Black
with Beef Bone Broth or instant 
ramen of  choice
A diversity of greens, ideally 
three of the following: kale, 
bok choy, gai lan, mustard greens,
spinach, chard
1 egg
Mayo, hoisin, soy sauce, hot sauce, 
etc.
Cilantro, basil, chives or green 
onions for garnish

Instructions
Clean and chop 4 to 6 cups of greens. 

Crack the egg into a small bowl.
Add four cups of water to a pan with 

a lid. While the water’s still cold, add 
the brick of noodles and the flavor 
packets contained within the pack-
age of instant ramen. Turn the heat to 
high. Put the lid on.

When the ramen reaches a rolling 
boil, add the greens, spreading them 

out so they’re even atop the noodles. 
Pour the egg atop the greens gently so 
it nests stably. Put the lid back on and 
cook for two minutes. 

Turn off the heat and assess. You 
don’t want to overcook the egg. Or 
maybe you do. Egg cookery is a per-
sonal thing. If you think the egg needs 
a bit more, put the lid back on for a 
minute.

By this time, the pile of greens will 
have tightened into a mat atop the 
noodles. With a spatula or some kind 
of wide spoon, scoop the green puck, 
egg and all, into a bowl. Then use a 
fork or chopsticks to transfer as many 
noodles to the bowl as you care to eat.

Before you eat, pour any remaining 
broth into a separate container like a 
small pot or a cup. Don’t leave extra 
noodles lingering in the broth like a 
rookie. They’ll suck it up and render 
themselves too soggy to be of any use.

Finally, adorn your bowl with gar-
nishes and sauces of your choice.

ramen. Mine is by the South Ko-
rean brand Nongshim. It’s called 
Shin Black with Beef Bone Broth 
and comes in four-packs that cost 
upwards of $15. It’s also extreme-

ly spicy, though nowhere on the 
package is this mentioned. For me, 
ramen has to be spicy. If the brick 
I’m working with isn’t, I adjust with 
spice of my own.
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DISCLAIMER:  For use by individuals 21 years of age or older or registered qualifying patients only. Keep out of reach of children. It is illegal to drive a motor vehicle while under the influence of marihuana. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222

WARNING: USE BY PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING WOMEN, OR BY WOMEN PLANNING TO BECOME PREGNANT, MAY RESULT IN FETAL INJURY, PRETERM BIRTH, LOW BIRTH WEIGHT, OR DEVELOPMENTAL PROBLEMS FOR THE CHILD.

DEALS

$25 oz
READY TO
ROLL 15/$99

DABS

4/$49
Flavor series &

Legacy series vapes

While supplies last. Some restrictions may apply. See store for details.


