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THE LANSING JUNETEENTH 
COMMITTEE AND
RUN THA CITY 517
invite you to participate in the

JUNETEENTH 5K
Run/Walk/Roll!

THE 2024 LANSING
JUNETEENTH
CELEBRATION

Lansing Community College Downtown Campus
Gannon Center Building

600 North Grand Avenue, Lansing

Lansing Juneteenth/NAACP Lansing Branch
Job and Community Resource Fairs

Join us for the 2024
AFRICAN AMERICAN PARADE

The parade will take place on Saturday, June 15 and will kick off at 11:00 am. 
The starting point is J.W. Sexton High School, 102 S. McPherson Avenue, Lansing, Michigan.

 
The 2024 Grand Marshals are Ms. Mitzi Allen (Activist and Entrepreneur) 

and Ms. Carmen Y. Moultrie-Turner (President of the Boys & Girls Club of Lansing).  
Visit the PARADE page to learn more and to view the parade route

JUNE 8  ANNUAL BALLGAME
JUNE 13  KICKOFF & ESSAY/SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
JUNE 14  FREEDOM FESTIVAL - FRIDAY NIGHT
JUNE 15  5K-RUN/WALK/ROLL
  AFRICAN AMERICAN PARADE
  FREEDOM FESTIVAL - SATURDAY
JUNE 14 & 15  Freedom Festival at St. Joseph Park,2125 
  W. Hillsdale, Lansing, MI 48915
SATURDAY
JUNE 15   Concert: Alexander Zonjic & Friends 
  7-8:30 p.m. at St. Joseph Park

2024 Capitol City 
Kick-off Ceremony & 

Essay/Scholarship 
Awards Program  

 Celebrate with  Us!

Thursday, June 13
5:30pm - 7:30pm
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It's PRIDE MONTH. I'm not going to say anything that hasn't been said before. I'm still pretty much at a 
loss for words. But I paid for the ad space, and I couldn't just leave a blank page. I am hopeful for a month of 
peaceful celebrations. I want to be clear: I know if you're celebrating Pride, you simply want to surround 
yourselves with people you feel safe around and just get a chance to be your true, authentic self. 

Coming off a week of news that should send a message to everyone that there are consequences 
when you break the law, I don't truly get the feeling that justice has been served. Instead, we are watching 
political theatre, and I'm actually a bit more anxious now because of how many people are responding to 
this conviction. 

With Pride coming on the heels of that decision, I'm seeing a lot of energy by some folks being put into 
more ignorance. “Why does Pride get a whole month?” they say. Or “If you want it to be normal, then you're 
doing the opposite of what is normal.” And my favorite, “Why isn't there a straight pride month?”

It's obvious to me that anyone making these sort of statements does not have the intellect to have 
meaningful conversations and has never felt what it's like to be targeted, or have their human rights be 
questioned. So much for freedom, eh? What I'm saying, and I know you know this, is that while I know the 
Pride community is peaceful, it's particularly important to be more vigilant than ever. 

The MAGA crowd will be looking for any opportunity to disrupt and cause mayhem. I know I feel safe 
around and, unfortunately, I also know that for you, it's difficult to discern whom you can feel safe around in 
public spaces. There will be lurkers in crowds who are there for no other reason than to lash out and create 
havoc. I call on all allies to be present wherever there is a Pride event and for and deter anyone who might 
intend to bring negativity to what is supposed to be a positive and welcoming space. 

We have a long way to go before inclusion and acceptance are fully realized, and the future Pride 
communities are depending on progress being made so someday it will be normal to just be gay, queer, or 
trans. So … Happy Pride Month! We see you, we love you and we support you, and we also recognize the 
pain your community has been put through generation after generation. You deserve this month, but also 
every month to live a life without shame and intolerance.

In the immortal words of Dory, “Just keep swimming.”

Paid Advertisement
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

‘A Place For Us’
LGBTQ+ housing activists look to create a shelter

In 2019, SJ Therese fled an 
abusive home situation and 
checked in at the City Rescue 
Mission’s women and children’s 
shelter.

Therese, a lesbian, stayed 
there for a couple of weeks be-
fore going to the hospital due to 
a disability. While she was there, 
she said she felt as though she 
faced “two different forms of dis-
crimination.”

 “I experienced some pretty 
intense ableism and disability 
discrimination, but I did also ex-
perience some queer discrimina-
tion,” she said. “It was a very un-
comfortable atmosphere, and it 
seemed like it was known among 
the people staying there that it 
just wasn’t something you talked 
about. So, I didn’t.”

Therese’s experience wasn’t 
particularly unique for homeless 
LGBTQ+ individuals. According 
to the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, 
“Members of the LGBTQ+ 
community are more likely to 
become homeless, and once 
homeless, more likely to endure 
discrimination and harassment 
that extends their homelessness.”

Luna Brown, a trans woman living 
in Lansing, is especially familiar with 
that trend. In the past three years, she 
has temporarily housed five trans-
gender individuals who were either 
already unhoused or at risk of becom-
ing homeless. Last October, Brown 
decided to form the A Place For Us co-
alition with the goal of establishing an 
LGBTQ+-friendly shelter in Lansing.

“This has been something that was 
brewing inside me for a long time, be-
cause I keep having to take in trans 
friends who have nowhere else to go,” 
Brown said, adding that some of them 
had left shelters or in-patient rehabili-
tation centers due to discrimination.

Brown, 35, believes A Place for Us is 
needed in part because many who fall 
under that umbrella may feel uncom-

fortable staying in a religiously affiliat-
ed shelter like the City Rescue Mission 
of Lansing. It operates a men’s shelter at 
607 E. Michigan Ave. and a women and 
children’s shelter at 2216 S. Cedar St.

 “A lot of people who need the help 
aren’t Christian and aren’t comfort-
able going through Christian outreach,” 
Brown said. “And even if they are, that 
doesn’t mean they’re going to mesh with 
the message specifically being given at 
places like the City Rescue Mission.”

 Brown noted that many LGBTQ+ 
people, including herself, were raised in 
a religious environment that exacerbat-
ed their traumas. For them, she said, a 
stay at the City Rescue Mission, which 
generally requires guests to attend a 
daily chapel service, may be problem-
atic.

For Therese, this was a legitimate 
concern. 

“At the time, I was identifying as 
spiritual and exploring Buddhism. 
I mentioned that once in the shel-
ter and had a woman stand over me 
with a Bible telling me how wrong 
I was to have a different view,” 
Therese said. 

Mark S. Criss, the Rescue Mis-
sion’s director, said he’s “sure it’s 
happened.”

 “That’s our religious conviction,” 
Criss said. “That’s what we’ve been 
practicing here for 113 years. Our 
main purpose is actually the gos-
pel and sharing the good news of 
Christ, and our second is the food 
and shelter,” he explained.

The Mission saw a record num-
ber of guests last year, averaging 
244 people per night. That figure 
has dipped to under 200 this year. 
Starting next year, the mission plans 
to begin moving into buildings at 
415 and 421 W. Kalamazoo St. that 
will add more than 26,000 square 
feet of shelter space. 

 “We have almost 2,000 people 
come to the Mission on an annual 
basis, which is a lot of unique peo-
ple,” he added. “There’s going to be 

some who are just not satisfied with 
how we provide services, but those peo-
ple don’t have to come here. They can 
vote with their feet, quite honestly.”

 In Criss’ estimation, LGBTQ+ guests 
make up around 15% of the mission’s 
intake, or roughly 30 guests per night. 
However, Mission spokesperson Lau-
ra Grimwood noted that the mission 

doesn’t “track those numbers.”
“They may want to share the issues 

that they have experienced, and we 
appreciate that, because it’s helpful to 
know so we can take the best possible 
care of the individual. But we’re not 
asking, and we don’t have any data,” 
Grimwood said. 

 “They might also want to share their 
pronouns, which happened here with 
some guests yesterday,” Chris added.

 Even if LGBTQ guests don’t experi-
ence discrimination from staff during 
their stay, Brown said many still face 
harassment from their peers.

 “We definitely need a secular, prefer-
ably public-owned, shelter, but even if 
we did have that option, there are po-
tential discriminatory issues with other 
residents that could mean those places 
could still be unsafe,” Brown said.

 It happened to Chelsey King, a guest 
at the women’s and children’s shelter in 
2017.

“I’m non-binary, so I dress fairly 
masculine despite being assigned fe-
male at birth. I literally did nothing 
but smile at this lady in my dorm and 
she went on to threaten me multiple 
times,” King said. “One day, I was leav-
ing the shelter and she followed me 
out, wanting to fight me. I guess she 
just didn’t like the way I looked.”

When King complained, the staff 
put the woman she found threatening 
into a private room.

“In my eyes, they rewarded her for 
being a bully,” King said.

The staff was generally “a mixed 

Tyler Schneider/City Pulse

Luna Brown, a transgender woman from Lansing, 
began taking steps to bring an LGBTQ+ homeless 
shelter known as A Place For Us to the region last 
October. Her goal is to provide a secular alternative 
to the largest shelter in the city, the City Rescue 
Mission, which requires guests to attend a daily 
Christian chapel service. 

See LGBTQ+ Shelter, Page 6

“Members of the LGBTQ+ community 
are more likely to become homeless, and 
once homeless, more likely to endure dis-
crimination and harassment that extends 
their homelessness.”

— U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development
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bag,” King added.
“I could tell there were some real-

ly kind-hearted, open-minded staff 
members, but a lot of the older ones 
were very curt with me for no reason,” 
King said.

Brown believes A Place For Us 
would address these concerns, though 
she understands it may take some 
time to build a proper foundation.

“It’ll be a lot easier to roll out if we 
can first create a good model with the 
intention of making it usable through-
out the state,” Brown explained.

Right now, Brown and her allies are 
working on securing nonprofit sta-
tus. They’re also researching similar 
concepts around the country, build-

ing a social media presence to attract 
a greater following and reaching out 
to local politicians and stakeholders 
to discuss potential grants 
and funding. 

“I don’t expect it to be 
a huge shelter. The more 
beds we can get, the bet-
ter. But I think six to 12 
beds is a realistic goal at 
this point,” Brown said. 

Criss isn’t so sure the 
concept is viable. 

“We’re already exceed-
ing the capacity of this new alleged 
LGBTQ shelter. I would say the his-
tory has kind of proven that separate 
but equal is not legal, and not kind 
or loving either,” Criss said. 

Brown questioned his assertion.
“I don’t even understand the ar-

gument,” she said. “If we have ser-

vices exclusively for women, home-
less moms with children or sexual 
assault victims, but none for men, 

what would be the differ-
ence for LGBTQ-specific 
shelters?” 

Criss urged skeptics to 
reserve judgment until 
they see the services the 
Mission provides first-
hand.

“If the argument is that 
another shelter is needed 
because we’re not provid-

ing the proper services, I think that’s 
just false,” he added. “It’s unfair and a 
little bit ignorant thinking to say that 
we don’t help people. I think if those 
people came and saw what we do and 
how we do it, they would change their 
mind.”

 Brown has been a vocal critic of the 

Mission’s policies, including a section 
of their mission statement that for-
bids staff or volunteers from commit-
ting “sexual sex,” inclduing “homosex-
uality” and “transsexualism.” But she 
also also recognizes the growing need 
for shelters in general.

 “The thing is, I don’t want to get 
this shelter shut down. We need as 
many beds as we can get. I just want 
realistic public alternatives,” Brown 
said. 

Therese agreed, calling A Place For 
Us “insanely necessary.”

 “Some of the most vulnerable mem-
bers of our homeless population are 
people in the queer community. They 
are the ones who feel the most alien-
ated, discriminated against, rejected 
and who have problems at home,” she 
said.

—  TYLER SCHNEIDER

LGBTQ+ Shelter
from page 5

My Why

My passion for family and community drives me 

professionally and personally, shaping my commitment to 

the Ingham County Board of Commissioners. With expertise 

in grassroots organization, coalition building, budget 

management, and advocacy, I'm equipped to serve District 

13 effectively. My experience listening to and learning om 

diverse groups ensures I will be dedicated to advocate, 

working to enhance county services and represent 

constituents' needs as the People’s Advocate.

Endorsements

State Senator Sarah Anthony, District 21

State Senator Sam Singh, District 28

State Representative Penelope Tsernoglou, District 75

Ingham County Commissioner Myles Johnson, District 5

Ingham County Commissioner omas Morgan, District 7

Ingham County Commissioner Simar Pawar, District 13

Ingham County Commissioner Mark Polsdofer, District 14

Former Meridian Township Trustee, Milton L. Scales

Paid for by Friends to Elect Tanya L. Pratt for Ingham 
County Board of Commissioner, District 13 

PO Box 23154, Lansing, MI 48909

Happy Pride MonthHappy Pride Month

Lansing Community College is an equal opportunity 
educational institution/employer.

Mark S. Criss
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

The 16 and 20-year-
olds critically injured 
during the May 27 mass 
shooting in the park-
ing lot between Rota-
ry Park and Lansing 
Shuffle were upgraded 
Thursday to stable con-
dition. Kylete Owens, 
17, was pronounced dead at Sparrow Hospital, while the other 
four victims who suffered non-life-threatening injuries were 
released. Friends and family gathered May 29 at Kensington 
Meadows Park in south Lansing to remember Owens, releasing 
several dozen blue balloons into the sky.

Lansing Public Schools Superintendent 
Benjamin Shuldiner emailed district fam-
ilies Thursday and Sunday following the 
shooting, focusing on discouraging vic-
tim-blaming and building up the student 
community. “This is not a story of kids up to 
no good in a park … (or) how there needs to 
be activities for the students to keep them off 

the streets,” he wrote. “This is a tragedy about how effortless it 
is to get a gun. How simple it is to drive by and shoot at a group 
of people.” He added that a crisis intervention task force was 
deployed throughout the district and detailed a variety of other 
resources for community support.

Kalil Calunga-Rodriguez, 17, of Lan-
sing, was killed Sunday in a possible 
drive-by shooting in Jackson. The teen 
was found outside the back door of a home 
on the city’s south side. He died at Henry 
Ford Jackson Hospital. Police said they be-
lieve the suspect shot the victim from a ve-
hicle that was eastbound on Griswold Street. 

Cynthia Marek, 65 was on the phone 
with a 911 dispatcher May 23 when her 
son, Brandon Labrie, fatally attacked 
her with a utility knife, the Lansing State 
Journal reported based on court doc-
uments.  The killing was recorded on the 
911 call. Labrie, 42, was charged with open 

murder and held without bond. A hearing is set for June 7. 

Haslett Public Schools announced May 
29 that it has hired Patrick Malley as su-
perintendent, starting July 1. Malley has 
served as chief academic officer for Bay 
City Public Schools since 2019. He succeeds 
Steve Cook, who served eight years and pre-
viously was director of finance and chief fi-
nancial officer.

Construction is starting 
for a new Willow Elemen-
tary School in north Lan-
sing after a groundbreak-
ing ceremony Monday. 
The district hopes to open 

the new K-8 school in fall 2026. It is being funded by a $129.7 
million bond that was passed in 2022 to rebuild Willow, Mt. 
Hope STEAM Magnet School, Lewton School and Sheridan 
Road STEM Magnet School. Willow’s classes have been tak-
ing place at Riddle Elementary School due to demolition and 
planned replacement of the building constructed in the early 
1950s.

Pride flags have 
been stolen this 
spring from at 
least three homes 
on Lansing’s east 
side, according to 
WLNS 6 News. Luna 
Brown reported that 
her Pride flag was targeted among several flags on her porch 
and that the hook it was on was mangled. She said a neighbor 
warned her that Pride flags were being stolen and she knows of 
two other such instances. Lansing officials raised the Pride flag 
Friday over City Hall, marking the first year it will fly it for the 
entire month of June.

Anthony Anderson Jr., 29, was sen-
tenced Monday to life in prison for the 
2022 murder of Curshawn “Kaz” Ter-
rell in Terrell’s recording studio on East 
Michigan Avenue in Lansing Township. 
Anderson was convicted April 22. He was 
also sentenced to at least 27 years in prison 
for shooting recording engineer Shaquille 

Brown, who survived, but that sentence will be served simul-
taneously.

Djarou Aboubakar, 20, and Jamari Parker, 18, have been 
charged with armed robbery and other offenses after police 
said they robbed a pizza delivery driver outside of MSU’s 
Snyder Hall Friday. Both also face two counts of assault with a 
dangerous weapon and three counts of felony firearm. The driv-
er, who has not been identified, sustained minor injuries. A pre-
liminary hearing is scheduled for June 20 at 54B District Court.

Public Safety
The driver of a tractor was killed Thursday at Jim’s Rubbish 

in Bath Township when the vehicle rolled over due to a culvert 
collapse. The tractor rolled into a drainage ditch and the un-
identified driver died at the scene, police said.

COMPILED BY STEVE UNDERWOOD FROM LOCAL NEWS SOURCES

Public Art of the Week is a new feature that 
rotates with Eyesore of the Week. If you 
have an idea for either, please email eye@
lansingcitypulse.com or call (517) 999-6704.

Biddle City
A previously neglected building 

at 1038 E. Oakland Ave. now has 
a beautiful billboard-style façade 
advertising Biddle City, a full-ser-
vice video production company.

The mural was executed by 
Sara Pulver, a local muralist and 
owner of Dear Ollie and Co., a 
stationery nook inside Novel 
Concepts in downtown Lansing.

Aaron Greer, a Biddle City 
co-owner, said Pulver’s work 
came to his attention when his 
spouse pointed out a small mural 
she had painted inside Lansing 
Shuffle. 

Greer said she was a good fit 
for the company, which has won 
a local Addy Award. Lansing’s 
Façade Program helped subsidize 
the mural.

Pulver’s design uses a “satu-
rated color palate” incorporating 
mid-century recording technolo-
gy. 

“It has a retro flair with the 
VHS camcorder,” she said.

She said the painting itself was 
on “the most difficult surface” she 
had ever painted with a brush.

Greer said the building was 
originally opened as a corner gro-
cery store in 1913. “It needed a 
lot of work and is still a work in 
progress,” he said.

Pulver is from Laingsburg and 
did her first mural on the side of 
the Washington Square building 
in downtown Lansing that Social 
Sloth previously occupied.

— BILL CASTANIER
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I’m a proud member of the LGBTQIA+
community. Over 25 years of real estate
experience. I’ve helped over 1,000 sets of
clients find their dream homes and maximize
the return on the sale of their home. My
dedication to providing top-notch service has
led to a high satisfaction rating among my
clients. I am committed to utilizing my
expertise to ensure that your real estate
transaction is smooth and successful.

JUNE IS NOT ONLY PRIDE
MONTH, IT’S ALSO NATIONAL
HOMEOWNERSHIP MONTH

@JOESELLSMI
SCAN TO

LEARN MORE

whether you’re a first time homebuyer, looking to
upgrade or downsize your current home,
I’ll be here to help you every step of the way.
let’s work together to reach your real estate goals.
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DISCLAIMER:  For use by individuals 21 years of age or older or registered qualifying patients only. Keep out of reach of children. It is illegal to drive a motor vehicle while under the influence of marihuana. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222

WARNING: USE BY PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING WOMEN, OR BY WOMEN PLANNING TO BECOME PREGNANT, MAY RESULT IN FETAL INJURY, PRETERM BIRTH, LOW BIRTH WEIGHT, OR DEVELOPMENTAL PROBLEMS FOR THE CHILD.

2X LIVE RESIN VAPES

BASE PRICE IS $100

1X GOOD TIDE GUMMIES

1X WYLD
GRAPEFRUIT GUMMIES

BASE PRICE IS $194

PRE-ROLLS
3X

WYLD GRAPEFRUIT
GUMMIES

2X
GOOD TIDE
GUMMIES

2X
LIVE RESIN VAPES

3X

$4 DONATION TO THE TREVOR PROJECT
WITH EVERY PURCHASE

$10 DONATION TO THE TREVOR PROJECT
WITH EVERY PURCHASE

PROUD SPONSOR OF

LANSING
PRIDE
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What would you consider a hate 
crime?

Is it threats of vio-
lence against someone 
because of who they 
are, whether they are 
part of the LGBTQ+ 
community, have a 
disability, come from a 
different country, are 
old or are heavy?

Or is it more than that? Is it 
stalking someone for being something 
other than being straight and white? 
Is it calling someone a racial epithet 
and then physically assaulting them?

Could it be uttering what others 
perceive to be a threat? That they’re 
going to tag your car? Deflate your 
tires? All because of who you are?

State Rep. Noah Arbit, D-West 
Bloomfield, has spent most of his first 
term in office trying to pin down in 
state law a more expanded definition 
of a hate crime that ropes in all the 
types of verbal attacks thrown his way 
as a gay man.

He’s felt the threats firsthand and 
believes that those making them need 
to be prosecuted to prevent real vio-
lence and real hurt.

He’s on draft three of his bill, and 
he’s struggling to gain traction, even 
within the LGBTQ+ community.

Equality Michigan, the state’s top 
advocacy group for LGBTQ+ folks, 
is neutral on what Arbit’s trying to 
do. In response, Arbit isn’t seeking 
Equality Michigan’s endorsement in 
the coming election. He finds their 
position “noxious to the people it 
claims to serve.”

Equality Michigan Executive Direc-
tor Erin Knott didn’t want to expand 
on why Equality Michigan doesn’t 
want to engage, but the political reali-
ties are obvious.

When Arbit’s bills were first intro-
duced, Republicans targeted them 
as making it a felony to misgender 
someone. 

Whether the misgendering is inten-
tional, folks like Rep. Andrew Beeler, 
R-Port Huron, said to make some-
thing as subjective as “intimidation” a 
prosecutable offense crosses into “con-
stitutionally protected” free speech.

Beeler’s gotten some national media 
traction on his claims. 

The idea that you could be arrested, 
fined or even jailed for calling a trans-
gender man a woman or a transgen-
der woman a man has captured the 

imagination of FOX News and other 
conservative media outlets.

With polling between President Joe 
Biden and former President Donald 
Trump as close as it is, Democratic 
sympathizers like Equality Michigan 
do not want to give Republicans an 
easy wedge issue with which to pick 
off swing voters.

Arbit is swearing up and down that 
his original bill didn’t criminalize mis-
gendering people. His second version 
didn’t either. Nor did his third version.

Yet, none of that matters in terms 
of what could show up in a TV ad or 
a mailer. The Democrats have a slim, 
56-54 majority in the state House. 

House leadership is being extreme-
ly careful about the types of subjects 
they’re taking up this year. Anything 
that remotely sniffs of a tax increase, 
expanded government or any other 
societal wedge issue is being pushed 
to lame duck or next year, presuming 
they have the gavel next year.

It’s all budget, all the time in the 
House. They are spending more mon-
ey for schools, making targeted eco-
nomic investments that help commu-
nities grow and providing assistance 
to those who need it.

Democratic members in swing 
districts should expect to see their 
communities taken care of. A new fire 
engine. A new boat dock. Improve-
ments made to a park. These types of 
things will be snuck into the budget at 
the last minute to give those 10 to 15 
lawmakers representing districts with 
a smaller Democratic base something 
more to campaign on.

That’s the focus of the Michigan 
Legislature right now. 

Whether Arbit is or isn’t endorsed 
by Equality Michigan won’t impact 
the outcome of his election. But the 
fact that Equality Michigan isn’t en-
dorsing his hate crimes bill isn’t going 
to impact its future either.

Equality Michigan sees that pushing 
for something that could be twisted 
and exploited — right or wrong — 
isn’t worth putting the Democratic 
majority at risk. 

If the Dems win this November, 
Arbit’s bill may be worth looking at. 
For now, though, it’s firmly on the 
shelf.

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol 
news service MIRS at melinnky@
gmail.com.)

POLITICS

Election year realities put
hate crime bill on the shelf

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: VARIANCE REQUEST 24-07

V/L LAKE LANSING ROAD
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 2024

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

VARIANCE REQUEST 24-07
V/L LAKE LANSING RD. (TAX ID #06-378-026)

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, June 26, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. in the Meridian Munici-
pal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, 48864 (phone 
517.853.4560) to hear all persons interested in a variance request from Consumers Energy. 
The applicant is proposing to construct a new building that does not meet required setbacks 
and a fence that exceeds permitted height at V/L Lake Lansing Rd. (Tax ID #06-378-026). 
The subject site is zoned RB, Single Family High Density.  

Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Written comments may be sent prior to the public 
hearing to the Zoning Board of Appeals, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, 
Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by email to chapman@meridian.mi.us, or at the public 
hearing.

Deborah Guthrie
Township Clerk

CP#24-537

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: VARIANCE REQUEST 24-08

2600 & 2630 BENNETT 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 2024

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

VARIANCE REQUEST 24-08
2600 & 2630 BENNETT RD. 

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, June 26, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. in the Meridian Munici-
pal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, 48864 (phone 
517.853.4560) to hear all persons interested in a variance request from 242 Community 
Church. The applicant is proposing to construct a bridge that does not meet required 
setbacks at 2600 & 2630 Bennett Road. The subject site is zoned RA, Single Family 
Medium Density.  

Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Written comments may be sent prior to the public 
hearing to the Zoning Board of Appeals, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, 
Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by email to chapman@meridian.mi.us, or at the public 
hearing.

Deborah Guthrie
Township Clerk

CP#24-538

STATE OF MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT, COUNTY OF INGHAM, PUBLICATION OF 
NOTICE OF HEARING, FILE NO. 00-1972-GA-P33, In the matter of Alyce Faye Jones. TO 
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, including Ali Jones, Evan Jones, Justin Jones and Tri-County 
Office on Aging and all interested parties.  TAKE NOTICE: A hearing will be held on June 24, 
2024 at 9:30 a.m. at 313 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 48933 before Judge Richard J. 
Garcia for the following purpose: Uncontested Hearing - Petition for appointment of guardian. 
5/24/2024. Petitioner name: Michelle Hardman, 5303 S. Cedar St., Lansing MI 48911, 
517-515-2164.

CP#24-540

STATE OF MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT, COUNTY OF INGHAM, PUBLICATION OF 
NOTICE OF HEARING, FILE NO. 00-1973-CA, In the matter of Alyce Faye Jones. TO ALL 
INTERESTED PERSONS, including Ali Jones, Evan Jones, Justin Jones and Tri-County 
Office on Aging and all interested parties.  TAKE NOTICE: A hearing will be held on June 24, 
2024 at 9:30 a.m. at 313 W. Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 48933 before Judge Richard J. 
Garcia for the following purpose: Uncontested Hearing - Petition for appointment of 
conservator. 5/24/2024. Petitioner name: Michelle Hardman, 5303 S. Cedar St., Lansing 
MI 48911, 517-515-2164.

CP#24-534
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By JOAN NELSON
Inspired by the number and variety 

of summer festivals detailed in a recent 
City Pulse issue, I am 
prompted to add just one 
more unique event to your 
jam-packed calendar: the 
inaugural Eastside Read 
and Ride Tour.

Its organizer, neighbor-
hood leader Jennie Grau, 
describes it as “an arts, 
culture and community 
festival on wheels.”

The event happens at 11:30 a.m. 
Saturday (June 8), rain or shine. 

Biking through the lively eastside 
neighborhood, participants will make 
frequent stops to enjoy hidden gems 
that include 12 murals, five sculptures, 
three gardens, three artistic bus stops, 
two parks and an urban farm. Stops are 

scheduled at four food businesses “with 
interesting origin stories,” Grau said. 
The free, leisurely 6.2-mile ride will take 
place within one mostly flat square mile 

of the east side. And this is 
just the biking part.

Along the ride, David 
King, the Chicago-based 
journalist and author of 
“America on Two Wheels: 
Biking Coast to Coast in 
Search of Human Stories,” 
will read excerpts from his 
book. You will hear stories 
about the memorable 

places he peddled and the cast of 
characters he met over the course 

of his four-month ride, the hugely varied 
terrain he crossed on his 3,000-mile 
journey from San Diego to Miami and 
the important life lessons he learned 
along the way. 

Grau met King through the Interna-

tional Listening Association. As she de-
scribes it, they discovered a common in-
terest in collaborative conflict resolution, 
non-violent communication, a passion 
for words and, of course, listening. They 
also both hail from New York, though 
each has settled in the Midwest. Grau 
had hoped to invite King to Michigan at 
some point.

“After reading his book and realizing 
his appreciation for people and commu-
nity, and the hidden joys of small things, 
the idea to put together this event start-
ed to percolate,” Grau told me. “It started 
to become real when Scott Harris, owner 
of Everybody Reads bookstore, agreed to 
host a book signing.” 

Appropriate for all skill levels, the 
Eastside Read and Ride Tour will start 
at at the Lansing Bike Co-op and end 
around 2 p.m. at Everybody Reads, 2019 
E. Michigan Ave. 

Partners and supporters in the East-
side Read and Ride Tour include Lan-
sing Bike Co-op, Everybody Reads, Allen 
Neighborhood Center with its Rathbun 
Accelerator Kitchen and Hunter Park 
urban gardening operations, the Lansing 
Bike Party and Half Barn Farm. 

The box on this page features a 
condensed version of a much longer 
and more detailed site list. The full list, 

along with the route, will be posted on 
partners’ social media for those unhappy 
folks who miss the tour but might want 
to do a self-guided version. 

Some of the listings are stops with 
readings, some are stops with sto-
ry-telling, while others are pointed 
out or passed along the way. Invite 
a friend, or better yet, someone new 
to the east side, and treat them to a 
unique introduction to the abundant, 
accessible art and other assets of this 
dynamic neighborhood. 

Opinion

Explore eastside art, culture and community by bike

Author David King will read excerpts 
from his book at Saturday’s eastside 
bike tour.

Eastside Read and Ride Tour
An arts and culture bike ride 

in search of human stories on 
Lansing’s east side

One square mile, two leisurely 
hours, and 30 gems and stories to 
discover. 11 a.m. to 2 P.M. Satur-
day, June 8. Meet at Lansing Bike 
Co-op 1715 E. Kalamazoo St.

Murals & Street Art
Of 12 sites, here are the three 

best known:
• “Bike Lansing,” by Cait 

Schneider, on display at the Bike 
Co-op. This mural reflects the vi-
brancy of the community formed 
at the Bike Co-op and the many 
facets of Lansing that are best 
experienced by bicycle.

• “Cinnaire Courtyard,” by 
Brian Whitfield, at Allen Neigh-
borhood Center.  This mural 
captures typical eastside scenes, 
including visitors and perform-
ers at the Allen Farmers Market, 
gardening and farming, cooking, 
dancing, making music, biking 
and more.

• “Hope is the Last to Die,” by 
Marshal Kelly, at The Fledge.

The remaining nine murals/
street art sites include an unti-
tled work affectionately called 
“Bee and Tomato,” “Growing 
TogetheR,” by Caitlin Schneider, 
“Most Kids Don’t Like,” by Reach 
Art Studio youth, “Every D@#n 
Day,” by Samskee and several fine 
examples of Jill Dumbrowski’s 
street art.

Bus Stop Murals (three sites) 
• You’ll be delighted with 

“Eastside,” by Barbara Hrani-
lovich, “Market Women,” by Jerry 
Smith, and “Red Cedar Meets the 
Washtanong,” by Dustin Hunt. 

Sculptures (five sites)
• Sculptures include the ex-

traordinary “Mother Tree,” by 
Ivan Iler, “Lester” (or what some 
call “Dave at Work”), by Dan 
Welden; leaf-themed bike racks 
crafted by Ivan Iler and more.

Gardens and Farms (four sites)
• The heart of urban agricul-

ture in Lansing, the Eastside 
Tour features Giitigan Anishi-
naabe, Half-barn Farm and two 
more demonstration sites. 

Architecture 
• As we ride, we will point out 

classic Craftsman style homes, 
historic sites, and distinctive 
architecture such as the Sparrow 
Professional Building, designed 
by Albert Kahn 

Food (foursites)  
• Talk with founders of Tantay 

Peruvian, Hong Kong Chinese 
Restaurant, Mr. Leslie’s Cheese-
cakes and the Eastside Lansing 
Food Co-op

Finally, keep our eyes peeled for 
neighbors getting creative with 
stump, street and flower art.

“This tour will leave you 
wanting more,” Grau points out, 
“which is great, because there are 
20 additional eastside sites to 
explore on your own.”

For more information, contact 
Grau at jenniegrau@outlook.com
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

In Mason, women of Dixie Belle give furniture, themselves ‘new life’
By TESSA PANETH-POLLAK

Stacey Small entered the basement 
storage room at the Maple Street Mall 
in Mason wearing a blue work shirt. 

“I’m here to absorb knowledge — 
and boy, do you have your work cut 
out for you!” she called out as she set 
a small, scalloped-edge tilt table down 
at her workstation.

The table had belonged to her fa-
ther, Gordon Ellis Small. It bore a 
faded red, white and blue decal of 
an eagle with the motto “E pluribus 
unum.”

“It’s patriotic,” she said, and that 
“had meaning to him.” 

Her father died of COVID-19 on 
May 8, 2020. His hobby had been 
selling matchbox cars and tin toys 
at flea markets, and Small spent her 
childhood attending markets with 
him. After his death, she didn’t know 
how she would return to the pastime. 
She found her answer in Debbie Shat-
tuck, owner of the Maple Street Mall, 
who encouraged her to open a booth 
in 2021. She named it Small’s Keep-
sakes and uses the booth ID “G.E.S.” 
in honor of her dad. 

Small sanded the eagle decal off the 
tabletop and coated the whole thing 
in Dixie Belle’s white Endless Shore 
paint. 

“I’m giving it new life,” she said.
Eight women were at the mall that 

evening to brush up on their knowl-
edge of Dixie Belle, a line of mineral 
paints, stains and oth-
er products used for 
furniture upcycling. 
All were vendors at 
the mall who use the 
paint in their furniture 
upcycling and resale 
businesses.

Their instructor was 
Marilyn Greene, a reg-
istered retailer of Dixie 
Belle products whose booth, Gallery 
Eleven 11 LLC, welcomes customers 
at the mall’s main entrance. 

Shattuck said Greene’s business is 
a “destination booth” for the mall. 
Greene is one of four registered retail-
ers in a 25-mile radius of Lansing.

“Dixie Belle is one of those brands 
that continues to bring people back 
into the store, a retailer’s dream,” 
Shattuck said.

Greene said Dixie Belle aims to be 
a “one-stop shop” that takes crafters 
through the entire furniture upcy-
cling process, from cleaning and pre-
paring the piece for painting to seal-
ing it with a top coat of wax. 

Dixie Belle is based in Florida, but 
retailers have access to Dixie Belle 
University, an online platform where 
they can study up on the products 
and learn more from brand ambassa-
dors. In addition to occasional vendor 
classes, Greene offers a Dixie Belle 101 
class for the public. The next one is 
June 30, and participants will receive 
30% off any products purchased.

“I don’t think there’s 
a company out there 
that gives more train-
ing and help to their 
retailers than Dixie 
Belle,” Greene said.

Greene attributes 
the popularity of the 
line of paints, in part, 
to the poor workman-
ship found in most 

new furniture. 
“It’s hard to find solid furniture, and 

you pay a fortune for it. People are 
starting to appreciate the workman-
ship that goes into some of the older 
pieces. But the look that some of that 
brown wood or orangey-colored wood 
has doesn’t always fit their aesthetic. 
That’s where paint products come in,” 
she said.

Many of the women in the class 

traced the opening of their booths 
to times of personal or profession-
al change or upheaval: children fly-
ing the nest, retirement, a death in 
the family or an unexpected career 
change. Upcycling home furnishings 
with Dixie Belle and reselling them is 
helping them start over, economically 
and emotionally, and carve out room 
for creative pursuits.

Greene said most of her customers 
are women between the ages of 30 
and 60, many of whom first come into 
contact with the products at a time of 
transition in their lives. Some of those 
customers end up taking on upcycling 
as a “side hustle.”

Amy Fox of Lansing opened her 
booth, Expressive Collective, in April. 
She retired from public school teach-
ing after a 28-year career out of frus-
tration with the system.  

“This place has really helped me 
transition from my professional life. 
People say this is better than therapy,” 
she said. 

Like others, she got into upcycling 
after a death in the family. She helped 
her mom sell some of her stepfather’s 
possessions on Facebook Marketplace 
after his death.

She brought a short, blocky side ta-
ble to the class.

“You’re the only one who did your 
homework!” Greene announced, hap-
py to see Fox had primed her table in 
advance. 

Lorena Griffin, who described her-

self as being at an “intermediate” lev-
el with the products, brought an old 
suitcase to repaint. She said she loves 
the cycle of choosing, buying and re-
furbishing something creatively, then 
selling it to someone else “who loves 
it.”

Her plan was to turn the suitcase 
into a piece of display furniture on 
legs. She prepped by exposing the 
wood interior of the old suitcase and 
spent the workshop priming the sur-
face with Dixie Belle’s Bonding Boss.  

Griffin began upcycling in the years 
prior to retiring from her 35-year ca-
reer at Michigan State University so 
she would have something to do with 
her time. 

She opened her booth at the mall 
because “hobbies are really expensive 
sometimes,” and selling her work al-
lows her to “make money while doing 
my hobby.”

“I don’t really look at it like I’m 
making a ton of money because I 
feel like I would let myself down. But 
emotionally and physically, it’s a posi-
tive change in my life,” she said.

Shelley Brown of Charlotte, who has 
had a booth in the mall for six years, 
got right down to business. She said 
she chose her piece based on what was 
likely to sell. 

“You gotta have small stuff because 
bigs don’t sell,” she said, referring to 
larger pieces of furniture like dressers. 

She brought in a splayed-leg end 
table with a lower shelf, which she 
painted with the shade Cape Current 
from Dixie Belle’s Silk line in prepara-
tion for a beachy floor set for summer.

Anyone can be a Dixie Belle cus-
tomer, and every customer is a poten-
tial vendor. Several women reported 
coming to the mall as customers until, 
through Shattuck’s encouragement, 
they opened their own booths.

Greene said many seek out Dixie 
Belle’s products for a specific project 
but get hooked when they realize they 
find them relaxing. 

It’s also a way to build community. 
Greene said her involvement with the 
mall and Dixie Belle has been a great 
way to meet people. 

“When I moved here, I was 60 years 
old. My kids weren’t in school, so I 
wasn’t meeting people that way. It 
afforded me the opportunity to make 
friends in the community.”

Painting 101 with Dixie 
Belle products
June 30
Noon-4 p.m.
Maple Street Mall
108 W. Maple St., Mason
$35
(517) 244-9444
maplestreetmall.com

Tessa Paneth-Pollak for City Pulse

Vendors listen intently as Marilyn Greene of Gallery Eleven 11 LLC explains how 
to use Dixie Belle’s rub-on transfers in the basement of the Maple Street Mall on 
May 30.



City Pulse • June 5, 2024 www.lansingcitypulse.com 13

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
To get an idea of the variety, exuberance, weird-

ness and joy of the Lansing Art 
Gallery’s second annual exhibi-
tion of art by LGBTQ+ artists, you 

have to go back 
to the open-
ing reception, 
where musician 
and artist Lo-
relei d’Andriole 
gave a unique 
performance.

D’Andriole is 
both a musician 
and an artist, 

and she loves to multi-task. She played a guitar 
while slathering it with wet plaster, gauging the 
plaster’s effect on the sound as it dried, adapting 

her touch on the strings to the shifting 
timbres and changing volume.

You can see one version of the result-
ing sculpture, complete with a tiny am-
plifier, tucked into a quiet riot of paint-
ings, prints, sculptures and unclassifiable 
objects at the Lansing Art Gallery that 
plumb the highs and lows of LGBTQ life, 

and life in general.
The amp actually works.
“You can turn it on, strum the strings 

and it makes sounds,” d’Andriole said.
As the plaster dried, d’Andriole added 

decorative streaks and swirls with crayon, 
marker and paints, coating the instrument in a fes-
tering, yet festive, frosting of confetti-white ooze.

“I’ve been a musician for most of my life,” d’An-
driole said. She plays drums and guitar and has 
toured the country in punk bands in venues of all 
sizes. She’s now an assistant professor of art and 
intermedia at MSU and plays drums in the indie 
band LVRS and other combos. 

“There’s only so many ways you can play a gui-

See LGBTQ+ Art, Page 16

Raymond Holt for City Pulse

Jessie Gott, who created “Cheese,” which is on the cover this week, says: “This piece, and others I have done, explore 
how you present yourself to the world, and what you choose to let people see about you, versus what you choose to keep 
guarded or hidden away.”

‘The vastness of queer identity’
Lansing Art Gallery exhibit is a quiet riot of themes, media and emotions

LGBTQ+ Artist in Michigan
Through June 29, 2024
Lansing Art Gallery & Education 
Center
300 S. Washington Square, Ste. 100
(517) 574-4521

Photos throughout this article 
by Raymond Holt or Courtesy of 

the Lansing Art Gallery

Lorelei d’Andriole
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Suits and the City 20th anniversary 
and Pride party
Wednesday, June 5
6-7:30 p.m.
Brenke Fish Ladder
216 E. Grand River Ave., Lansing
7:30-9:30 p.m.
UrbanBeat
1213 Turner St., Lansing
suitsandthecity.org

Milwaukee PrideFest
4 p.m.-midnight Thursday, June 6
3 p.m.-midnight Friday, June 7
Noon-midnight Saturday, June 8
Henry Maier Festival Park
200 N. Harbor Drive, Milwaukee
pridefest.com

Pride Month Boozy Book Fair
5-9 p.m. Friday, June 7
Hooked
3142 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
hookedlansing.com

Ypsi Pride 
5-10 p.m. Friday, June 7
Depot Town, Ypsilanti
facebook.com/YpsiPride

Kalamazoo Pride 
6 p.m.-midnight Friday, June 7
2 p.m.-midnight Saturday, June 8
Arcadia Creek Festival Place
145 E. Water St., Kalamazoo
outfrontkzoo.org/pride2024

Macomb County Pride picnic
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, June 8
Dodge Park
40620 Utica Road, Sterling Heights
facebook.com/macombcountypride

Indy Pride
11 a.m.-10 p.m. Friday, June 8
Military Park
601 W. New York St., Indianapolis
indypride.org

Holly Pride picnic and fair
Noon-5 p.m. Saturday, June 8
American Legion Post 149
408 S. Saginaw St., Holly
facebook.com/ACTHOLLY

Middleville Pride 
Noon-5 p.m. Saturday, June 8
Sesquicentennial Park
91 E. Main St., Middleville
facebook.com/events/
3893809847516293

Grand Haven Pride
Noon-9 p.m. Saturday, June 8
Lynne Sherwood Waterfront Stadium
1 N. Harbor Drive, Grand Haven
ghpride.org

Motor City Pride
1-9 p.m. Saturday, June 8
Noon-7 p.m. Sunday, June 9
Hart Plaza
1 W. Jefferson Ave., Detroit
motorcitypride.org

Upper Peninsula Pride Fest
1-10:30 p.m. Saturday, June 8
Ellwood A. Mattson Lower Harbor 
Park
200 N. Lakeshore Blvd., Marquette
uprainbowpride.org/events

Southgate Pride
3-4 p.m. Saturday, June 8
Southgate Veterans Memorial Library
14680 Dix-Toledo Road, Southgate
southgate.lib.mi.us

PrideFest on Tour
4-8 p.m. Saturday, June 8
Dowagiac Library Event Pavilion 
206 Main St., Dowagiac
4-8 p.m. June 15
Riverfront Park
330 Water St., Niles
4-8 p.m. June 22
Dwight P. Mitchell Park 
100 E. Main St., Benton Harbor
outcenter.org/pridefest

Detroit Tigers Pride Night
6:40 p.m. Tuesday, June 11
Comerica Park
2100 Woodward Ave., Detroit
mlb.com/tigers/tickets/specials/
events

Lansing Lugnuts Pride Night
7:05 p.m. Tuesday, June 11
Jackson Field
505 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
milb.com/lansing

Columbus Pride
4-10 p.m. June 14
11 a.m.-8 p.m. June 15
Goodale Park
120 W. Goodale St., Columbus, Ohio
stonewallcolumbus.org/pride/festival

BAD Brewing Co. Pride drag shows
10 a.m. June 15
5 p.m. June 29
440 S. Jefferson St., Mason
badbrewing.com/events

Livonia Pride
11 a.m.-3 p.m. June 15
Civic Center Park
33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia
livonia.gov/1984/Livonia-Pride-Fest

Grosse Pointe Pride
Noon-2 p.m. June 15
Corner of Kercheval and St. Clair 
avenues, Grosse Pointe
wegp.org/Pride-2022-Details

Howell Pride parade and festival
Noon-3:30 p.m. June 15
Livingston County Courthouse
200 E Grand River Ave., Howell
facebook.com/pridealliancelivingston

Lapeer Pride in the Park
Noon-4 p.m. June 15
Anrook Park
297 N. Saginaw St., Lapeer
sites.google.com/view/lapeer-pride/
special-events/pride-in-
the-park-2024

Downriver Pride
Noon-11 p.m. June 21-22
Downtown Wyandotte
downriverpride.com

Lansing Pride White Party Bar Crawl
8 p.m.-midnight June 21
For list of venues, visit lansingpride.org

St. Ignace Pride
11 a.m.-3 p.m. June 22
American Legion Park
200 N. State St., St. Ignace
straitspride.org

Great Lakes Bay Pride
11 a.m.-6 p.m. June 22
Wenonah Park
801 N. Water St., Bay City
greatlakesbaypride.org

Chicago Pride Fest
11 a.m.-10 p.m. June 21-22
Northalsted neighborhood, Chicago
northalsted.com/main-events/
chicago-pride-fest

Pride in the Park Rochester
Noon-4:30 p.m. June 22
Rochester Municipal Park
400 6th St., Rochester
facebook.com/foreverprideaction

Grand Rapids Pride
Noon-10 p.m. June 22
Calder Plaza

320 Ottawa Ave. NW, Grand Rapids
grpride.org/pride-festival

Owosso Pride
1-5 p.m. June 22
Curwood Castle Park
224 Curwood Castle Drive, Owosso
facebook.com/OwossoPride

Lansing Pride
1-10 p.m. June 22
Old Town, Lansing
lansingpride.org

Lenawee Pride
3-10 p.m. June 22
Tecumseh Center for the Arts 
400 N. Maumee St., Tecumseh
facebook.com/lenaweemichiganpride

Lansing Pride afterglow party
9 p.m.-2 a.m. June 22-23
UrbanBeat
1213 Turner St., Lansing
urbanbeatevents.com

Pride drag brunch
Noon-2 p.m. June 23
UrbanBeat
1213 Turner St., Lansing
urbanbeatevents.com

Kalamazoo Youth Pride
Noon-5 p.m. June 23
Girl Scouts Heart of Michigan 
601 W. Maple St., Kalamazoo
outfrontkzoo.org/youthpride2024

Berkley Pride
1-5 p.m. June 23
Downtown Berkley
downtownberkley.com/berkley-pride

Pride & Progress Picnic
1-5 p.m. June 23
Montcalm Community College Ash 
Technology and Learning Center
1325 Yellow Jacket Drive, Greenville
facebook.com/thetablefaithcommunity

Madison Heights Arts & Pride Festival
2-6 p.m. June 23
Civic Center Park
300 W. 13 Mile Road, Madison 
Heights
facebook.com/MHArtsBoard

Warren City Pride
11:30 a.m.-6 p.m. June 29
Warren City Square
instagram.com/warrencitypride

June Pride events across the state and beyond

See Pride events, Page 41
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tar before it gets kind of boring,” 
she said. Mashing up music with 
visual art is what really stirs her 
drink.

She discovered that guitars 
have personalities and a bound-
less potential for metaphor. They 
have heads, necks and bodies, 
and bodies go through a lot. They 
get roughed up, change, adapt, 
suffer, persist, yet they play on.

“That guitar, as a body, is get-
ting all this baggage put on it, 
this plaster, all these marks, put 
on it by an outside force, and all 
of that is contributing to some 
creative expression,” d’Andriole 
said.

Mackenzie Sheehan-D’Arrigo, 
another artist whose work is on 
view at the exhibit, listened and 
watched in amazement as d’An-
driole went to work.

“She slowly started to fill the 
guitar with plaster. The strings 
became immobile and you 
couldn’t really use them, only to-
wards the bottom, but she knew 

LGBTQ+ Art
from page 13

See LGBTQ+ Art, Page 18 “Manly Love of Comrades,” by Jesse Amburgey



City Pulse • June 5, 2024 www.lansingcitypulse.com 17

You can sign up when you apply for your absentee ballot.
Do it TODAY at mi.gov/vote.

HeyVoter!

Your community is depending
on you to vote. Learn more
about your voting options at

Start the voting process now for
the August 6 Primary Election.

Sign up for the Permanent Mail Ballot List
to automatically receive your ballot by
mail for all future elections.

Until July 22: you can register to vote online or by mail.
Complete or download an application at mi.gov/vote.

Starting July 23 through 8 p.m. on Election Day: you must
register at your local clerk’s office with proof of residency.

It only takes two minutes. Register today!

Primary election… ballot arrives! General election… ballot arrives!
Forgot-it-was-happening local election… ballot arrives!
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just where to put it and how to 
change the sounds, but still have 
it work,” Sheehan-D’Arrigo said.

Sarah Hopkins, the Lansing 
Art Gallery’s exhibitions and gal-
lery director, said that the body 
is a major theme for many of this 

Celebrate YOU!
A Pride Extravaganza

for Teens!
Friday, June 21, from 2-4pm

Strike a pose in our photo booth,
showcase your unique style, play a

round of Pride Bingo, and enjoy
delicious snacks – and that's just

the beginning!

Readwith Pride at
East Lansing Public Library!

Explore LGBTQ+ books, movies, and music
available for free in-person or online at elpl.org.

LGBTQ+ Art
from page 16

See LGBTQ+ Art, Page 20 “Letters from America,” by Chelsea Roberts

Mackenzie Sheehan-D’Arrigo
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year’s artists.
“What I see a lot in this year’s 

show is artists having conver-
sations about the body and how 
that relates to their identity, 
whether it’s a celebration of the 
body or maybe a questioning, or 
sometimes they touch on ideas of 
body dysmorphia.”

Sheehan-D’Arrigo saw the 
semi-smothered yet playable gui-
tar as “a beautiful comparison 
to the body and the ways we can 
change it.”

“Maybe we lose parts of our-
selves in some ways, but gain so 
much more in others,” she said.

As d’Andriole created the 
sculpture, a former student in 
her sound art class, Abby Behan, 
assisted her on the loop pedal.

“I said, ‘Hey, I need another 
queer artist to show up and help 
me compose with these tools,” 
D’Andriole said. “It was a lot of 
fun.”

Fun is a word many people 
don’t associate with art. 

But who hasn’t wondered what 
a guitar would sound like under 

a glob of plaster, or admired a 
beetle’s adhesive foot parts and 
longed to see them rendered in 
ceramics? Who doesn’t aspire 
to spider sex? Who doesn’t love 
the golden crust of newly baked 
cornbread? All of these stimuli, 
and many more, can be found at 
this spectacularly diverse exhib-
it. Fun takes many forms, some 
more serious than others.

“There’s this stereotype of the 
suffering artist and the suffering 
musician,” d’Andriole said. “Good 
golly, we’re suffering everywhere 
else. Why do we have to suffer in 
our art, too? We work all day, we 
hear the news, everything can be 
so hard. Why would we make art 
hard also?”

You get up in the morning, go 
to the bathroom, pour a cup of 
coffee. An uninvited voice in your 
head whispers, “OK, it’s show-
time.”

Jessie Gott’s “Cheese,” the cover 
image of this week’s City Pulse, 
depicts a squashed face contort-
ing into a forced grin, baring a 
row of starkly decayed teeth.

The horrible teeth are offset by 
a soft color gradient of pink and 

Together, we embrace inclusivity and 
empower our communities to thrive. 

DART.BANK    

LGBTQ+ Art
from page 18

See LGBTQ+ Art, Page 22 “Devil’s Law,” by Mackenzie Sheehan-D’Arrigo
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Since 1982,
 Crunchy's has been

 an East Lansing staple, 
serving up the best burgers,

 pizza, and 25+ handles 
of your favorite craft beer.

521 E. Grand River Ave, East Lansing
(517) 351-0608

peanutbarrel.com

The Peanut Barrel 
has been serving up

the best olive burger, beer, 
and fun for over 40 years!

(517) 351-2506
254 West Grand River, East Lansing

crunchyseastlansing.com
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coral in the cheeks and forehead.
“I love contrasts,” Gott said. 

“There’s this push and pull be-
tween a happy and sweet image, 
and a scary or ugly one.”

The best word to describe this 
challenge — for queer folks, for 
artists, and for everybody else — 
is “presenting.” 

“Many folks experience this 
pressure to present a certain way, 
inside and out of the LGBTQ 
community,” she said. “This 
piece, and others I have done, ex-
plore how you present yourself to 
the world, and what you choose 
to let people see about you, ver-

We are closer than you think.

Cremation and
Funeral Services
Cremation and

Funeral Services

(517) 878-6600

We are proudly 
employee-owned and celebrate 
and promote diversity within our 

community and workplace.

9008 Old M-78 Haslett

Vanattas.com

LGBTQ+ Art
from page 20

See LGBTQ+ Art, Page 28 Lindsay Skvarek “Sexual Dimorphism,” By Evie Dahmer
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Rodney Page

MSU Jazz Band

Gregory D and
Company

Phoenix Miranda

Acknowledging the Journey: Freedom,
Resilience, Empowerment and Liberation

June 14, 2024, 5 - 8:30 p.m.
Breslin Center
Doors open at 4:30 pm

All are invited to the fourth annual MSU Juneteeth 
Commemorative Celebration, sponsored in part by 
generous supporters. This year’s event features Rodney 
Page as emcee, gospel and jazz performances, the 
Black Wall Street Vendor Fair, Idlewild Entertainment, 
an Afrofuturism exhibit, free food and more. Join in the 
commemoration of freedom and community,

inclusion.msu.edu

RSVP!
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sus what you choose to keep guarded or 
hidden away.”

Gott got her BFA in studio art at MSU 
in 2022 with a concentration in paint-
ing.

“I’ve always been interested in art,” she 
said. “I was a kid in school who was al-
ways doodling in the margins of my pag-
es.”

A light came on when she took her first 
painting class, via Zoom during COVID 
in 2019, sitting in her one-bedroom 
apartment.

“I enjoyed it more than I expected to,” 
she said. “It went from a requirement to 
the class I really wanted to take.”

“This show feels like a safe space,” she 
said. “Art can be really intimate. It can 
be a window to who you are as a person, 
what your experience is, how you walk in 
this world. This show is a wonderful way 
to talk about yourself and also learn so 
much from others.”

Working alone in studios, Gott said, 

artists often feel isolated and become 
overly obsessed with their own ideas.

“It’s really great to take a step back and 
realize what a large community there is 
around you, and this show is illustrating 
that wonderfully,” she said.

Lindsay Skvarek vividly visualizes a 
troubled, beautiful, struggling body and 
soul in “Nearby,” a mixed media sculp-
ture that’s half ceramic, half quilt, one 
of the most forceful, thought-provoking 
and cryptic pieces in the exhibit.

All of Skvarek’s art is based on feelings 
of gender dysphoria and body dysmor-
phia, deep currents of discomfort and 
unease about her body.

She got interested in ceramics about 
the same time she began to question her 
gender “and have only gotten more com-
mitted to it since transitioning.”

She built the complicated top half of 
the sculpture from the bottom up, im-
provising layer by layer, to build a pul-
sating mass with cutouts inspired by 
unicellular organisms.

“The shape comes from feeling like an 
amorphous blob that’s not quite put to-

Building a 
Stronger, 

More 
Equitable 

Region

lansingchamber.org Paid for by committee to reelect Victor Celentino, County Commissioner. 
1029 Andrus Ave. Lansing, MI  48917

In celebration of the Landmark 
US Supreme Court ruling; 
which prohibits sexual 
orientation and gender 
identity based discrimination 
in the workforce. A great
defeat for discrimination!

- Victor Celentino
Ingham County

Commissioner - District 6
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See LGBTQ+ Art, Page 29 “Don’t Wake Me,” by Jenelle Austin
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gether,” Skvarek said.
The oblong decorations embedded in 

the folds also resemble 
eyes, mouths and oth-
er human features, ab-
stracted in the manner 
of Picasso.

The quilted bottom 
part intentionally re-
sembles a skirt, “a 
feminizing piece of 
clothing.”

“The fabric is thrift-
ed — second-hand 
scraps,” she said. “It 
took me a month to 
get all the shades of 
blue I wanted from 
the store.”

Skvarek grew up in 
Ann Arbor, studied 
art history at Wayne 
State University and 
became interested in 
ceramics there. She is 
about to start graduate school at the 
University of Tennessee Knoxville in 
the fall.

“There’s not a lot of trans people in 
art, in positions of influence over peo-

ple in a positive way,” she said. “That’s a 
big reason why I want to teach.”

Bodies are front, center and every-
where in between in the colorful work 
of recent MSU graduate Gustavo Uriel 
Ayala.

Male wrestlers in 
tight clinches, with 
hands and faces in 
close proximity to 
sub-equatorial regions 
of the body, dominate 
two vibrant screen 
prints, “Subordinate 1” 
and “Subordinate 2,” 
and a drawing made 
with acrylic paint and 
colored pencil, “Hold-
ing Pattern.”

While studying for 
his MFA at MSU, 
Ayala was drawn to 
the theme of wres-
tlers “as a metaphor 
for all kinds of strug-
gle — internal strug-
gle, external struggle, 
wrestling with identi-

ty, sexuality, feelings of 
shame, isolation and loneliness, all of 
which, I guess, are informed by my own 
background as an immigrant, and a gay 
man.”

Happy Pride!Happy Pride!Happy Pride!
Celebrate 
diversity, 
equality, and 
love in all its 
forms 
throughout 
the year.

Milton L. Scales 
for Meridian 
Township Trustee

Paid for by Committee to Elect Milton L. Scales 1534 Downing St. Haslett, MI Kendra Basiga, Treasurer

Elect
Milton Scales

Love one,
Love All
Love one,
Love All
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Gustavo Uriel Ayala
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He became interested in sports 
because “it’s a place where mas-
culinity is taught and modeled 
for younger boys,” he said. 

When he narrowed his focus to 
wrestling, the seemingly contra-
dictory themes of being a model 
“jock” and feeling “different” or 
“isolated” came together in his 
mind.

“The wrestler has to endure so 
much pain, struggle, so much 
tension,” he said. “When I think 
about my childhood, I think 
about this sense of tension.”

The placement and poses are 
ambiguous — this is wrestling, 
after all — but Ayala said the im-
ages “have a “certain eroticism to 
them.” 

“I find it charming or funny 
when people are oblivious to the 
more suggestive interpretation,” 
he said. “Some people just see 
it as an everyday depiction of 
sports. I’m not trying to say that 
the sport is inherently gay cod-
ed or anything like that. I just 
appreciate the tension between 
sports and homo-eroticism, as 
a kid who joined in some sports 
and always felt out of place.”

Ayala discovered that the for-
mal qualities of printmaking, es-
pecially color, were perfectly suit-
ed to make the inherent tension 
of the images jump off the wall.

Instead of reproducing the col-
ors of the original scene, he de-
liberately used screaming color 

contrasts.
“They attract your attention, 

but at the same time, the color 
makes it difficult for you to linger 
in any one place very long, diffi-
cult to read the image at all,” he 
said.

The entire exhibit at Lansing 
Art Gallery is awash in bold and 
inventive colors. Thick, dripping 
reds and yellows drench the can-
vas in Jesse Amburgey’s double 
portrait, “Manly Love of Com-
rades.” 

Amburgey is an assistant ex-
hibitions producer at the MSU 
Broad Art Museum.

The portrait of two men sharing 
a cigarette looks completely mod-
ern, but Amburgey said it’s a trans-
fer of a Civil War photograph from 

    Closed  Monday --  call for tours: 517-908-9950 
Thurs, Fri, Sat: 4 - 11 p.m   Sun, Tues, Wed: 4 - 9 p.m  

Give a spirited gift!

2000 Merritt Road, East Lansing
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brandy made here in mid-Michigan!

ed edarcr  spirits   R
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 Sunday Jazz and a variety of Friday 
Live Music.  See our schedule in FB.

The Michael and Elaine Serling Institute for 
Jewish Studies and Modern Israel 

at Michigan State University
 Wishes You A Happy Pride Month! 

Please visit our website at www.jsp.msu.eduwww.jsp.msu.edu
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the Congressional Archives.
“The idea is to bridge that idea 

of veiled and hidden queer rela-
tionships, and the ways we find to 
make them more open, more obvi-
ous, and find ways to express that 

sort of love,” he said.
Bittersweet consciousness of a 

body that is no longer there suf-
fuses Erin Brott’s “Love Used to 
Live Here.” A lush bower of roses 
frames the featureless silhouette of 
a seated figure, rendered in lumi-
nous yellow.

The gorgeously rendered 
non-portrait celebrates the loving 

relationship between Brott and a 
longtime partner while mourning 
their divorce.

Art makes the impossible pos-
sible. Despite the breakup, the 
portrait enabled Brott to return to 
bask in “memories that feel safe, 
places that feel safe, people that 
feel safe.”

“For me, yellow represents love, 
even in the absence of a person,” 
Brott said. “You still have those 
memories that kind of bring that 
love back to life.”

Look more closely and the yel-
low void comes alive with subtle 
gradations and shadings.

“A lot of times, words can escape 
me, so I use color to describe how 
I’m feeling in my work, painting 99% is the amount of DNA you share 

with the person next to you - and 
every other human on Earth.

DNA makes us who we are - and it makes 
everyone else who they are, too.

No one is more than 1 percent unique.

At Haslett East Lansing
Dental Health & Wellness,

We Choose to Focus on the 99% 

We Treat Each & Every Patient Equally 

genetic building blocks, or 
“base pairs” make up our 
DNA.

3,000,000,000

Haslett East Lansing Dental Health & Wellness
Dr. Lisa Knowles

1451 East Lansing Dr., Suite 221 • East Lansing, Michigan
517-332-1000

HaslettEastLansingDental.com

Neurotherapy uses specialized monitoring equipment to help you learn to
 settle your nervous system, which can help free the mind and body from 

being stuck in various emotional and physiological responses that 
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function. Neurofeedback is empowering and builds self-awareness

Mid-Michigan Neurofeedback has been helping to improve lives since 2005!  
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(517) 290-4965   www.mmneuro.com
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certain things a more realistic col-
or, and then really changing the 
hue to show a different feeling or 
mood, telling a story with just col-
or,” she said.

As Ayala did with his wrestlers, 

Brott made the colors pop to con-
vey maximum emotion and im-
pact.

“Especially with queer love —
there’s a lot of color in our commu-
nity,” she said. “We use the rainbow 
spectrum to represent us. So as an 
artist, I’m always trying to explore 
and push color a little further.”

Alongside more conventional 

paintings, prints and sculptures, 
the Lansing Art Gallery exhib-
it is spiced with surprising and 
non-traditional media, from d’An-
driole’s guitar entombed in plaster 
to a ceramic cast of an automo-
bile tire, a commercial light box, 
busts encrusted with punctured 
cloth and a strange, floating scroll 
made of melted pink vinyl.

That is no accident, according 
to Emily Burkhead, creator of the 
pink vinyl scroll.

“It’s about trying to reject or 
subvert traditional art mediums 
and materials, which is a very 
queer thing to do, in my opinion,” 
Burkhead said.

HAPPY
PRIDE MONTH

MONTH

HAP P Y

The Ingham County Health Department and
Ingham Community Health Centers are
proud to provide affirming & inclusive
patient-centered care and services to all

members of our community.
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Burkhead’s amorphous sculp-
ture, “I Don’t Think You Under-
stand,” is inscribed with fragile, 
stringy text that twists and floats 
at the viewer’s eye level like con-
gealed thought.

Burkhead graduated this 
spring with an MFA in fine arts 
from MSU. Her sculpture focuses 
on a messy moment of uncertain-
ty and difficulty, when the dead-
line for her thesis project was 
looming and she was fighting off 
feelings of inadequacy.

She used a 3-D printing pen 
(found at a local thrift store) and 
a sheet of pink vinyl to create a 

ArtByNevin Art_By_Nevin

nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655 

FREE

1905

Illustrations • Murals • Graphic Design
Signs • Banners • T-Shirts •Logos

As Seen On the Cover of CityPulse

The Light House Chapel 
is an interfaith

1501 Windsor St, Lansing, MI
(517) 712-2622

Metaphysical church on the north 
side of Lansing, Michigan.

All Inclusive 

Rental Space Available for any 
Occassion

Services Sundays at 11 a.m.

Paid for by Friends of Mark Polsdofer,
1611 Wenonah Drive, Okemos, MI 48864

Happy Pride!
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LANSING, MICHIGAN 48910

“Holy Trinity 2,” by Ray KelleyEmily Burkhead
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“visual journal.” The cursive (and 
discursive) threads of congealed 
vinyl are hard to read, but bold 
block letters that read “igno-
rance,” “incompetence” and “re-
jection” convey a clear message of 
distress.

The pink vinyl reminded her 
of comforting childhood objects 
like Polly Pocket toys and pool 
floaties and bubble gum.

“The campiness of it is obvi-
ously alluding to things like drag 
aesthetics,” she said. “On a more 
personal note, I think queer 
people oftentimes have a sort 
of different connection to their 
childhood, due to things like 
alienation, growing up, feeling 
different.”

The cursive text is hard to read, 
but the feeling of desperation 
comes through loud and clear.

“I don’t even remember what 
I wrote,” she said. “It was just a 
way to get my feelings out.”

The wild variety of media at 
the Lansing Art Gallery exhibit 
is matched only by the variety of 
subject matter.

Mackenzie Sheehan-D’Arrigo’s 
“Coleoptera” was inspired by a 
magnified view of the foot of a 
beetle.

“A lot of my inspiration comes 
from nature,” she said. “I love to 
zoom in on little details like that.”

Browsing through an Ins-
tagram page on bugs, she was 
amazed by their endlessly varied 
colors and patterns.

“I zoomed in on one, noticed 
that shape and it looked like a 
vessel to me,” she said. “So I said, 
‘Let’s go for it.’”

Even with four years of ceram-
ics work under her belt, it was 
a bit daunting to get the colors, 
textures and forms right. The 
stains and glazes she used were 
experimental. 

“I fell in love with the crunchy 
matte textured look with the 
gloss and the drips,” she said. She 
painted over the glaze in some ar-
eas and let the glaze flow over the 
lines in others.

“I fell in love with the crunchy 
matte textured look with the 
gloss and the drips,” she said. The 
result is both scary and beautiful 
— “like life,” she said.

Monday, June 10, 2024, 5 - 7 p.m.

STEM Teaching and Learning Facility,
642 Red Cedar Road, MSU

What is mass timber?

Why is mass timber a sustainable and 
desirable building product?

Why is East Lansing considering ways 
to incentivize mass timber construction?

Find out at this free public open house.

Photo Credit:
MassTimber@MSU

Mass Timber
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Her second work in the show, 
“Devil’s Law,” is inspired by the 
Devil’s Claw, a seed pod com-
monly found in Arizona, where 
she grew up.

To create this surreal swarm, 
she sculpted dozens of individu-
al, three-pronged ceramic pods 
that took on a life of their own, 
forming a coral-like cluster that 
combines airy delicacy and inner 
strength.

“It spoke to me,” she said.
A pot’s throw away from “Co-

leoptera” and “Devil’s Law” is 
a smaller but no less stunning 
bit of ceramic wizardry, Micah 
Sweezie’s “Reclaimed Tire Bowl.”

The bowl is a successor to an 
ambitious undergraduate thesis 
work at the Art Institute of Chi-
cago, a set of four full-scale por-
celain replicas of Michelin tires. 
(The work is on display at the 
Kalamazoo Institute of the Arts.)

Sweezie, who is Vietnam-

Paid for by Julie Brixie For State Representative | 2294 Hamilton Rd Okemos MI 48864

I ran for office because I wanted to make our world a more
welcoming and inclusive place for my kids. That's why we

expanded the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act to prohibit
discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity as

soon as we got Democratic Majority. We also banned the practice of
conversion therapy on minors. Happy Pride!

Voted Lansing area’s Best Bakery Two Years in a row

PPRRIIDDEE
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“Nearby,” by  Lindsay Skvarek
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ese-American, said their recast-
ing of rubber tires in porcelain 
refer to the long and dark history 
of forced labor, slavery and kid-
napping in rubber plantations of 
southeast Asia.

“I’m remolding the form, re-
casting it, almost reclaiming the 
process,” they said.

To make the bowl, he cast thin 
porcelain slabs, using plaster 
molds made from a real Miche-
lin tire. The slabs are so detailed 
they show tread wear and tiny 
copyright print.

Sweezie pieced the bowl togeth-
er without concealing any of the 
seams, leaving curled edges and 

even their own fingerprints. The 
result is a compelling fusion of 
mechanized manufacturing and 
loving handicraft, leaving the un-
canny impression of a bowl made 
of salvaged patches of tire rubber.

“The goal was to create an ob-
ject that holds food, sustenance, 
gives longevity, out of a form 
material that has traditional-
ly imposed violence onto Viet-
namese people, onto my people,” 
they said. “It’s trying to re-create 
something that is more fruitful 
and supportive and feeding, as 
opposed to something destruc-
tive and harmful.”

Sweezie’s work highlights the 
diversity of the art on view at 
Lansing Art Gallery.  “Reclaimed 
Tire Bowl” is concerned mainly 
with historical themes (and ma-

terial craft) and does not overtly 
touch on LGBTQ+ concerns.

Other pieces in the show, like 
Skvarek’s sculpture-with-skirt, 
clearly do. 

“I feel like it can be not a little too 
on-the-nose to have LGBTQ artists 
make work about LGBTQ topics,” 
Sweezie said. “I am queer and I 
made the artwork, but I’m not in-
tentionally putting it into the art-
work. Everyone’s so much more ex-
pansive than their gender or their 
identity or their sexuality. So much 
more than that makes people.”

Exhibition Director Sarah 
Hopkins said the jurors were not 
asked to favor art with content 
specific to LGBTQ concerns.

“The content doesn’t have to be 
directly related to the experience 

www.uumc.church

1120 S HARRISON RD, EAST LANSING

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Corner of Trowbridge - look for the bell tower!

Alternating between Traditional and
REACH Band worship styles through

Labor Day Weekend
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of, or the expression of, an indi-
vidual who is a member of that 
community,” she said. “But when 
the work does have something 
along those lines — whether it’s 
in the content of the work, the 
idea behind it, or the use of ma-
terials — I think that adds to the 
show.”

Artist Michaela Nichelle said 
the exhibit strikes a perfect bal-
ance.

“In Black studies, we talk all 
the time about how Black cul-
ture is not a monolith, and the 
same is true for queer culture,” 
Nichelle said. 

Nichelle’s entry in the Lansing 
Art Gallery show is an evocative, 
collage-like print, “All That Glit-
ters Comes Out When Golden,” 
was formally a part of “We’re 
Losing The Recipes,” a March 
2024 exhibit at MSU’s Union 
Gallery exploring themes of 
food, family and community.

Nichelle graduated from MSU 
this spring and will begin study-
ing for her MFA in fine arts at 
the University of Michigan in 

Ingha
m County

is

Ingham County o�ers comfort, solace, 
and knowledge to Ingham County 

employees through its dedication to 
providing Diversity, Equity, and 

Inclusion (DEI) in all areas, internally and 
externally, regardless of sexual 

orientation, gender identity, and gender 
expression. In fact, we embrace it.
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the fall.
The mixed media print centers 

on a snapshot of her great aunt, 
presiding in front of the stove, 
with a golden round of corn-
bread rising in the cast iron skil-
let in front of her. She fixes the 
viewer in a piercing and steely 
gaze, as if caught in the midst of 
a sacred moment.

Another photo in the print 
depicts Martin’s mother at two 
years old, eating at the table. 
Boxes of Jiffy mix and other 
kitchen ephemera surround the 
snapshots, graced with touches 
of gold leaf that underscore the 

image of the kitchen as a sacred 
space. 

“I love using gold leaf for little 
details, to enhance the piece, not 
as the central thing,” Nichelle 
said. While applying the delicate 
layer of gold, she thought about 
cornbread coming up golden, 

and the inestimable value of 
kitchen life and family recipes.

Although the piece is dear to 
her, she debated whether to sub-
mit the piece to an exhibit of art 
by LGBTQ+ artists.
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: VARIANCE REQUEST 24-06

2233 GRAND RIVER AVE.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 2024

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

VARIANCE REQUEST 24-06
2233 GRAND RIVER AVENUE

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, June 26, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. in the Meridian Munici-
pal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, 48864 (phone 
517.853.4560) to hear all persons interested in a variance request from Tyler & Emily 
Dawson. The applicant is proposing to construct a deck addition that does not meet required 
side yard setbacks to a nonconforming building at 2233 Grand River Avenue. The subject 
site is zoned C-2, Commercial.  

Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Written comments may be sent prior to the public 
hearing to the Zoning Board of Appeals, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, 
Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by email to chapman@meridian.mi.us, or at the public 
hearing.

Deborah Guthrie
Township Clerk

CP#24-536

Legal Notice
Mid-Michigan Leadership Academy

Attention:
Gym Roof Replacement 2024

The Academy is requesting proposals for the removal and replacement of the existing roof 
material with new .060 mill EPDM roofing and will be fully adhered. The total area is 
approximately 14,000 square feet.

Contractors/Vendors shall submit all proposals to:

CS Partners
869 S Old Us 23

Brighton, MI 48114

The Academy School Board reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals or to 
accept the proposal that it finds, in its sole discretion, to be in the best interest of the School 
District.

A copy of the RFP will be available via email at dblackmar@charterschoolpartners.com by 
May 28, 2024.

A voluntary walk-thru inspection is scheduled for 2:00 pm May 31, 2024 at 730 W Maple St 
Lansing, MI 48906.

All proposals must be submitted no later than 12:00 pm, June 7, 2024. All proposals 
should be delivered to the above stated address in a sealed envelope and clearly marked to:

Mid-Michigan Leadership Academy
“Gym Roof Replacement 2024”

730 W Maple St Lansing, MI 48906
Attn: Ronald Stanley

05.29.24
CP#24-539

WHITEHILLS LAKES SOUTH #1 PUBLIC STREETLIGHTING IMPROVEMENT
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. 428

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO THE RECORD OWNERS OF, OR PARTIES IN INTEREST IN, THE FOLLOWING 
PROPERTY CONSTITUTING THE PROPOSED SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT:

Lots 1 through 13 (inclusive), Whitehills Lakes South #1

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Township Board of the Charter Township of 
Meridian, acting on a request from property owners of Whitehills Lakes South #1 and on its 
own initiative, pursuant to Act 188, Public Acts of Michigan, 1954, as amended, has 
determined to make the following described public streetlighting improvement:

 Install, operate, and maintain four (4) LED streetlights, white bulb, Traditional 
fixtures with cut-off and gray standard poles along Southridge Road;

and to defray the cost thereof by special assessment against the properties specially 
benefitted thereby.

Plans and estimates have been prepared and are on file with the Township Clerk for public 
examination.

 TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Township Board will meet Tuesday, June 18, 
2024, at 6:00 p.m. at the Meridian Township Municipal Building, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, 
Michigan  48864-1198, for the purpose of hearing objections to the improvement and the 
special assessment district therefore. The Township Board is also interested in hearing those 
that favor the proposed project.

Appearance and protest at the hearing in the special assessment proceedings is required in 
order to appeal the amount of the special assessment to the state tax tribunal. Your personal 
appearance at the hearing is not required, but you or your agent may appear in person at the 
hearing and protest the special assessment. To make an appearance and protest, you must 
file your written objections by letter or other writing with the Township Clerk before the close 
of this hearing. The owner or any person having an interest in the real property may file a 
written appeal of the special assessment with the state tax tribunal with 30 days after the 
confirmation of the special assessment roll if that person appeared and protested the special 
assessment at this hearing.

The Township Board may proceed with the improvement and special assessment district 
unless written objections from more than 20% of the property owners are filed with the 
Township Board at or before the hearing.

"FOR PURPOSES OF THIS HEARING, THE AMOUNT TO BE ASSESSED AGAINST 
YOUR PROPERTY IS ESTIMATED TO BE:  
   First Year Cost:  $121.54/Lot
   Annually Thereafter: $55.39 /Lot

Deborah Guthrie, Township Clerk
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN

CP#24-542

WHITEHILLS LAKES #7 PUBLIC STREETLIGHTING IMPROVEMENT
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. 429

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO THE RECORD OWNERS OF, OR PARTIES IN INTEREST IN, THE FOLLOWING 
PROPERTY CONSTITUTING THE PROPOSED SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT:
Lots 147 through 152 (inclusive), Whitehills Lakes #7

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Township Board of the Charter Township of 
Meridian, acting on a request from property owners of Whitehills Lakes #7 and on its own 
initiative, pursuant to Act 188, Public Acts of Michigan, 1954, as amended, has determined to 
make the following described public streetlighting improvement:

 Install, operate, and maintain two (2) LED streetlights, white bulb, Acorn fixtures 
with cut-off and black fluted poles along Fenwick Court; a

and to defray the cost thereof by special assessment against the properties specially 
benefitted thereby.

Plans and estimates have been prepared and are on file with the Township Clerk for public 
examination.

 TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Township Board will meet Tuesday, June 18, 
2024, at 6:00 p.m. at the Meridian Township Municipal Building, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, 
Michigan  48864-1198, for the purpose of hearing objections to the improvement and the 
special assessment district therefore. The Township Board is also interested in hearing those 
that favor the proposed project.

Appearance and protest at the hearing in the special assessment proceedings is required in 
order to appeal the amount of the special assessment to the state tax tribunal. Your personal 
appearance at the hearing is not required, but you or your agent may appear in person at the 
hearing and protest the special assessment. To make an appearance and protest, you must 
file your written objections by letter or other writing with the Township Clerk before the close 
of this hearing. The owner or any person having an interest in the real property may file a 
written appeal of the special assessment with the state tax tribunal with 30 days after the 
confirmation of the special assessment roll if that person appeared and protested the special 
assessment at this hearing.

The Township Board may proceed with the improvement and special assessment district 
unless written objections from more than 20% of the property owners are filed with the 
Township Board at or before the hearing.

Deborah Guthrie, Township Clerk
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN

CP#24-541



City Pulse • June 5, 2024 www.lansingcitypulse.com 41

Holland Pride 
Noon-5 p.m. June 29
Centennial Park 
250 Central Ave., Holland
outonthelakeshore.org/holland-pride

Jackson Pride
Noon-6 p.m. June 29
Horace Blackman Park
212 W. Michigan Ave., Jackson
mijacksonpride.org

Monroe County Pride
Noon-6 p.m. June 29
St. Mary’s Park
111 W. Elm Ave., Monroe
facebook.com/PRISMMonroeCounty

South Haven Pride in the Park
Noon-10 p.m. June 29
Stanley Johnson Park
202 Dyckman Ave., South Haven
southhaven.org/events/
south-haven-pride

Three Rivers Pride
Noon-10 p.m. June 29
Downtown Three Rivers
trpride.com

Hastings Pride Festival
1-6 p.m. June 29
Thornapple Plaza
301 E. State St., Hastings
facebook.com/groups/
1741562419585424

Flint Pride
2-8 p.m. June 29
Riverbank Park
100 Saginaw St., Flint
facebook.com/FLINTGAYPRIDE

Newaygo Pride
3-7 p.m. June 29
Brooks Park
28 N. State Road, Newaygo
newaygopride.com

East Lansing Pride
5-9 p.m. June 29
Downtown East Lansing
facebook.com/DowntownEastLansing

Blue Water Pride
10 a.m.-3 p.m. June 30
McMorran Plaza
701 McMorran Blvd., Port Huron
bluewaterallies.com/team-1

Chicago Pride Parade
11 a.m. June 30
For route, visit pridechicago.org/event/
53rd-annual-chicago-pride-parade-
2024

Big Rapids Pride
Noon-8 p.m. June 30
Downtown Big Rapids
pridebigrapids.org

Mason Pride Picnic
1-3 p.m. June 30
Hayes Park
827 W. Columbia St., Mason
facebook.com/theequitytaskforce

Buchanan Pride
4-9 p.m. June 30
Buchanan Common
122 Days Ave., Buchanan
instagram.com/buchananmipride

“I decided it was important 
for me to recognize that while 
my family might not be queer, 
they are so much a part of me as 
a queer Black person,” she said. 
“While a lot of queer artists talk 
about their queer identity, for 
me, my art really is based off of 
my blackness, and my queerness 
comes along with it.”

Nichelle agreed with Sweezie 
that LGBTQ+ artists should not 
be expected to produce art that is 
“on the nose.”

“Not all queer artists are focus-
ing on their queer identity,” she 
said. “Some of them are focusing 
on other topics that are really 
important to them. Sarah did a 
really great job of showcasing the 
vastness of queer identity.”

June 26-30

AS YOU 
LIKE IT
Wednesday – Sunday 
at 7 p.m.
Outdoor Amphitheater

lcc.edu/showinfo

July 14

LA BATTERIE 
PERCUSSION 
CONCERT
Sunday at 3 p.m.
Dart Auditorium

July 24-28

10-MINUTE 
PLAY FESTIVAL
Wednesday – Sunday 
at 7 p.m.
Outdoor Amphitheater

FREE ADMISSION

LGBTQ+ Art
from page 39

www.parkervanvoorhees.com

ELECT PARKER
VAN VOORHEES
for Ingham County

Commissioner

Paid for by the Committee To Elect Parker Van Voorhees

“All That Glitters Comes Out When 
Golden,” by Michaela Nichelle

“I Don’t Think You Understand,” by 
Emily Burkhead

Pride events
from page 14
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When Ingham County needed a new Prosecutor, 
our Circuit Court chose John Dewane, 

based on his 22-year track record as a trial prosecutor.

Paid for by John Dewane for Ingham County Prosecutor;
 1039 Foxborough Dr., Williamston, MI 48893

Happy Pride Month!

John Dewane (D)
for

Ingham County Prosecutor

Happy Pride Month!

Bookstore and writers’ group lead the charge on queer lit in Lansing
By BILL CASTANIER

You can normally find Wayfaring 
Booksellers at the REO Town Market-
place, but at the upcoming Lansing 
and East Lansing Pride celebrations, 
the shop will take to the streets to sell 
its primarily queer-focused literature.

The relatively new bookstore, co-
owned by Eleanor Richards and Ca-
sey Holland, started as a pop-up at the 
REO Town Marketplace’s 2021 Jolly 
Holiday Market and expanded into 
a small shop in the back of the mar-
ketplace in January 2022. It offers a 
tightly curated selection of books, ac-
cording to Richards.

“We started by selling used books 
and built up gradually, and now we’ve 
moved up front, where there’s sun-
light,” Richards said. “It’s a place where 
people can come sit down with friends 
and talk. We offer a diverse selection of 
new and used books but are very con-
nected to the queer community.”

Richards was inspired to start sell-
ing books by shops like women-, 
queer- and veteran-owned Bettie’s 
Pages in Lowell that cater to under-
represented communities. She said 
there’s been an influx of niche book-
stores like this across the country in 
the past four years.

In addition to traditional nov-
els, Wayfaring carries a selection of 
graphic novels and children’s books.

The owners choose their inventory 
from a variety of sources, including 
what their friends are reading and 
books authors and publishers send 
them.

“We also keep our eyes on lists like 

the New York Times’ bestsellers, but 
we aren’t driven by bestsellers,” Rich-
ards said.

For Richards, who has a back-
ground in technical theater, the hard-
est part of getting the bookstore up 
and running was learning the busi-
ness side of it. However, both she and 
Holland previously worked for East 
Lansing’s long-running Curious and 
Archives book shops.

“The other businesses in the mar-
ketplace have helped out with the 
business end,” Richards said.

Even though the bookstore’s focus 
for the next few weeks is the Pride 
events, Richards said, “We want you 
to read queer all year.”

Richards’ own reading skews to-
ward nonfiction, fantasy and science 
fiction.

“Casey and I both love books, and 
I can’t read a book without recom-
mending it to someone else,” she said.

Her current favorite book to rec-
ommend to customers, C.E. McGill’s 
“Our Hideous Progeny,” fits that niche 
like a glove. It follows Victor Franken-
stein’s great-niece, a paleontologist, as 
she tries to replicate a dinosaur. It’s a 
spinoff of Mary Shelley’s classic novel, 
with themes of gender and queerness 
woven in.

“The book covers everything from 
historical gothic to science fiction,” 
Richards said.

Richards believes members of the 
queer community are drawn to sci-
ence fiction and fantasy because those 
genres “challenge what we know 
about society, and queer people can 
connect with them.”

Like other bookshop owners, Rich-
ards is concerned about the long-term 
implications of book banning.

“It’s important we speak up for 
those books,” she said.

In the short term, banned book lists 
may help sell books, but in the long 
term, publishers and editors may shy 
away from releasing controversial 
books.

Richards’ advice for booksellers is 
to “have a mission and sell the books 

you love.”
In downtown Lansing, the non-

profit Salus Center is using writing 
as a means for members of the queer 
community to build dignity and ex-
press themselves. Mimi Gonzalez 
leads the group Write Hear 4 Queer, 
which meets monthly for group writ-
ing sessions using a series of prompts 
based on a poetry reading.

Gonzalez, a professional comedian 
who travels across the country doing 
standup, stressed that the program is 
free, and participants don’t need to be 
professional writers.

“Writing together in a group makes 
the writing process safe for each other. 
They don’t feel alone,” she said.

For more information on the group, 
visit saluscenter.org/programs.

Bill Castanier for City Pulse

Eleanor Richards, co-owner of Wayfaring 
Booksellers, poses with the shop’s Pride 
Month display.

Courtesy photo

Standup comedian Mimi Gonzalez leads 
the Salus Center’s monthly Write Hear 4 
Queer writers’ workshop.
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Permanent Hair Removal
Available by appointment only

517-927-9463
2929 Covington Ct Lansing 

48912

New Granite Colors!
Celebrate A Special Life

Sandra Stanich
517.482.6266

Special discount pricing available
on Upright Monuments.

Order must be approved by 
06/30/2024 to recelve special pricing

SPECIAL PRICING
ON MEMORIALS WHEN

you choose Sunburst Mahogany
or Sunburst Red granite.

Scan this 
QR Code 

to get your 
FREE pass!

NEW! LANSING 
EXPERIENCE PASS
Download the FREE digital pass 

to access deals and discounts 

as you check into dozens of 

attractions and accumulate 

points to earn prizes.

Quality Used Books at Great Prices!

 Courtesy Lansing Pride

Patrons flooded the streets of Old Town at Lansing Pride 2023.

From METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

Each June, the public comes to-
gether to celebrate Pride Month, 
a time to recognize the contribu-
tions of people who identify as 
LGBTQ+ and shed light on the is-
sues facing these communities. 

Pride Month celebrations can 
take many forms, including par-
ties, parades, proms and even 
protests. Pride events have taken 
place in some shape or form since 
the LGBTQ+ liberation movement 
of the 1970s. Modern-day Pride 
celebrations can be traced back to 
New York City and an event called 
the Stonewall uprising.

In the mid-1960s, the Stonewall 
Inn was a popular gay bar, one of 
the few establishments that wel-
comed drag queens and allowed 
dancing. Homeless gay runaways 
often took refuge there at night. 
Police raids frequently took place 
at gay establishments during this 
time period. 

On June 28, 1969, the police ar-
rived at Stonewall, reportedly as-
saulted customers and arrested 13 
employees and patrons who were 
in violation of liquor laws. They 
also took into custody individuals 
who weren’t conforming to a New 
York statute requiring gender-ap-
propriate clothing to be worn in 
public. Although the raid was a 
shock, the club’s patrons started 
to fight back.

A brief history of Pride Month The Stonewall rebellion gave 
rise to protests elsewhere and be-
came a unifying incident upon 
which equality-based advocacy for 
LGBTQ+ groups was built. For so 
long, certain people lived in the 
closet and hid their real identities. 
Pride Month emerged as a way to 
achieve equal justice and opportu-
nity for LGBTQ+ individuals and 
recognize their many contributions 
to society.

Although there were previous 
uprisings to Stonewall, as well as 
various Pride parades around the 
country, President Bill Clinton of-
ficially declared June as Gay and 
Lesbian Pride Month in 2000. 
President Barack Obama expand-
ed the observance in 2011 to Les-
bian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans-
gender Pride Month. Informally, 
June is referred to simply as Pride 
Month. 
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): What potentials should 
you strive to ripen as the expansive planet 
Jupiter glides through your astrological House 
of Connection, Communication and Education in 
the coming months? I’ll offer my intuitions. On the 
downside, there may be risks of talking carelessly, 
forging superficial links and learning inessential 
lessons. On the plus side, you will generate good 
luck and abundant vitality if you use language 
artfully, seek out the finest teachings and connect 
with quality people and institutions. In the most 
favorable prognosis I can imagine, you will become 
smarter and wiser. Your knack for avoiding 
boredom and finding fascination will be at a peak.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Since 1969, Taurus singer-
songwriter Willie Nelson has played his favorite 
guitar at more than 10,000 shows. His name for 
it is Trigger. Willie doesn’t hold on to it simply for 
nostalgic reasons. He says it has the greatest tone 
he has ever heard in a guitar. Though bruised and 
scratched, it gets a yearly checkup and repair. 
Nelson regards it as an extension of himself, like 
a part of his body. Is there anything like Trigger 
in your life, Taurus? Now is a good time to give it 
extra care and attention. The same is true for all 
your valuable belongings and accessories. Give 
them big doses of love. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Off the coast of West Africa 
is an imaginary place called Null Island. A weather 
buoy is permanently moored there. Geographers 
have nicknamed it “Soul Buoy.” It’s the one location 
on Earth where zero degrees latitude intersects 
with zero degrees longitude. Since it’s at sea level, 
its elevation is zero, too. I regard this spot as a 
fun metaphor for the current state of your destiny, 
Gemini. You are at a triple zero point, with your 
innocence almost fully restored. The horizons are 
wide, the potentials are expansive, and you are as 
open and free as it’s possible for you to be.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): When I worked as a janitor 
at India Joze restaurant in Santa Cruz, California, 
I did the best I could. But I was unskilled in the 
janitorial arts. I couldn’t fix broken machines, and 
I lacked expertise in effective cleaning agents. 
Plus, I was lazy. Who could blame me? I wasn’t 
doing my life’s work. I had no love for my job. Is 
there an even remotely comparable situation in 
your life, Cancerian? Are you involved with tasks 
that neither thrill you nor provide you with useful 
education? The coming months will be an excellent 
time to wean yourself from these activities.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): I foresee two possible 
approaches for you in the coming months. Either 
will probably work, so it’s up to you to decide 
which feels most fun and interesting. In the first 
option, you will pursue the rewards you treasure 
by creating your own rules as you outfox the 
system’s standard way of doing things. In the 
second option, you will aim for success mostly 
by playing within the rules of the system, except 
for some ethical scheming and maneuvering that 
outflank the system’s rules. My advice is to choose 
one or the other and not try to do both.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Please note that during 
the next 12 months, I may seem a bit pushy in my 
dealings with you. I will encourage you to redefine 
and enhance your ambitions. I will exhort you 
to dream bigger. There may come times when 
you wish I wouldn’t dare you to be so bold. I 
will understand if you refrain from reading my 
horoscopes regularly. Maybe you are comfortable 
with your current type of success and don’t want 
my cheerleading. But if you would welcome an ally 
like me — an amiable motivator and sympathetic 
booster — I will be glad to help you strive for new 
heights of accomplishment.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Three months after 
Rachel Denning bore her fourth child, she and 
her husband sold everything they owned and 
embarked on a nomadic life. They have been 
roaming ever since, adding three more kids along 
the way. She says they have become addicted 
to “the personal transformation that travel 

extracts.” She loves how wandering free “causes 
you to be uncomfortable, to step out of the 
familiar and into the unknown. It compels you to 
see with new eyes and to consider things you had 
never been aware of. It removes preconceptions, 
biases and small-mindedness.” If you were ever 
going to flirt with Denning’s approach, Libra, the 
next 12 months would be a favorable time. Could 
you approximate the same healing growth without 
globetrotting journeys? Probably. Homework: Ask 
your imagination to show you appealing ways to 
expand.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Among the Europeans 
who first settled in South America were Jews who 
had been forcibly converted to Christianity by 
Portuguese and Spanish persecutions. Centuries 
later, some families resolved to reclaim their 
Jewish heritage. They led a movement called la 
sangre llama, a Spanish phrase meaning “the 
blood is calling.” I invite you to be inspired by this 
retrieval, Scorpio. The coming months will be an 
excellent time to commune with aspects of your 
past that have been neglected or forgotten. Your 
ancestors may have messages for you. Go in 
search of missing information about your origins.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): If you simply let the 
natural flow take you where it will in the coming 
weeks, you will become a magnet for both 
degenerative and creative influences. Fortunately, 
you are reading this oracle, which will help 
ensure the natural flow won’t lead you toward 
degenerative influences. With this timely oracle, 
I am advising you to monitor and suppress any 
unconscious attractions you might have toward 
bewildering risks and seemingly interesting 
possibilities that are actually dead ends. Don’t 
flirt with decadent glamour or fake beauty, dear 
Sagittarius! Instead, make yourself fully available 
for only the best resources that will uplift and 
inspire you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Capricorn politician 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is campaigning to be U.S. 
president. But he recently confessed that a 
parasitic worm once ate a portion of his brain, 
damaging his memory and cognitive skills. “The 
worm is dead now,” he assured us, as if that were 
a good reason to vote for him. Why am I bringing 
this up? Like most of us, you have secrets that, if 
revealed, might wreak at least a bit of mayhem. 
As tempting as it might be to share them with the 
world — perhaps in an effort to feel free of their 
burden — it’s best to keep them hidden for now. 
Kennedy’s brain worm is in that category. Don’t be 
like him in the coming weeks. Keep your reputation 
and public image strong. Show your best facets 
to the world.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): The English and French 
word “amateur” comes from amatus, the past 
participle of the Latin word amare, which means 
“to love.” According to one definition, an amateur 
is “someone who pursues sports, studies or 
other activities purely for pleasure instead of for 
financial gain or professional advancement.” In 
accordance with astrological omens, I encourage 
you to make this a featured theme in the coming 
months. On a regular basis, seek out experiences 
simply because they make you feel good. Engage 
in lots of playtime. At least part-time, specialize in 
fun and games.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Good news, Pisces: In the 
coming weeks, one of your flaws will mysteriously 
become less flawed. It will lose some of its power 
to undermine you. If you engage in focused 
meditation about it, you could rob it of even more 
of its obstructive force. More good news: You will 
have an enhanced capacity to distinguish between 
skillful pretending and earthy authenticity. No one 
can trick you or fool you. Can you handle even 
more good news? You will have a skillful knack 
for finding imperfect but effective solutions to 
problems that have no perfect solution.

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

“Freestyle, Full 
Substance” 
-- celebrating 
puzzle #1200!
by Matt Jones
© 2024 Matt 
Jones

ACROSS
1. Uninspired 
order, with 
“the”
6. Butt heads
11. 3-D map 
type
13. Keep 
tempo with, as 
a song (just 
not on beats 1 
and 3)
14. Namesake 
of element 
#106
16. Scored 72, 
perhaps
17. It may 
precede 
44321
18. Sour 
reactions
19. Pay phone need, 
once
21. Reno and 
Garland, for short
24. “Here’s the thing 
...”
25. “___ Boot”
26. Holiday that 
lined up with 
February 10, 2024
27. Singer settings, 
in literature
28. Suffix after ion 
or union
29. Actor Heo Sung-
___ who played 
gangster Jang 
Deok-su in “Squid 
Game”
30. Alex P.’s TV mom
31. Millennium div.
32. MKE abbr.

33. On edge
35. “Chicago Med” 
areas
36. “Son of,” in 
some surnames
37. Namesake, say
38. Edinburgh-to-
London dir.
39. Far from
41. Some Bronze 
Age artifacts
42. Silicate mineral 
that sounds like 
paradise?
47. Crafts under 
investigation in 2024
48. Sierra follower
49. Played
50. Sci-fi villains that 
debuted in 1963
51. Middle name in 
the “black-ish” cast
52. Bingo coinage?

DOWN
1. Bear seen 
outdoors
2. Resort to
3. Cell finish?
4. Onetime Sony line 
of robotic pets
5. Washington 
Mystics and Capitals 
owner Ted
6. Headwear that 
may ring a bell?
7. Andy’s role on 
“Taxi”
8. Material at the 
back
9. They may look up 
to a Leo
10. Savvy
12. Throughout
13. Dim
15. Air of horror
16. It may cause 

some division on TV
20. 2002 Wimbledon 
winner ___ Hewitt
21. Like some goals
22. Manual 
replacement?
23. Propeller on the 
Mississippi, maybe
33. Adam’s group
34. Capital city close 
to Mount Ararat
40. Children’s movie 
that interrupted a 
1968 Raiders-Jets 
broadcast
43. Role for Beyoncй
44. “See the one 
before”
45. Opinion
46. “Happy 
Motoring!” brand

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 52

SUDOKU Advanced

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                                 June 5-11, 2024
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Happy Happy 
Pride!

11 a.m.-7 p.m.11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Store Hours:
Monday – Friday: 12 p.m.-7 p.m.

Saturday: 
Sunday: 12 p.m.-6 p.m.

1127 N. Cedar, Lansing 
Located in Old Town Lansing

517.999.PETS
preusspets.com

Visit our Preuss Pets
Education Ambassador

Animals

Visit Preuss Pets
 for The Award Winning

Pet Shop Experience!!

from 2-3 PM on June 22nd
at our Lansing Pride Booth!
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By CHELSEA LAKE ROBERTS
Lansing Community College’s lineup 

of free summer theater is back in full 
swing this year, 
with a classic 
Shakespearean 
comedy, a festi-
val of short stu-
dent plays and 
the post-pan-
demic return of 
the popular per-
cussion concert 
“La Batterie,” 
conducted for 

the last time by Mike Daniels, who’s 
retiring after more than two decades of 
teaching at the school. 

Paige Tufford has produced LCC’s 
concerts and perfor-
mances for six years. 
She holds a master 
of fine arts in direct-
ing and has worked in 
professional and com-
munity theater for 35 
years. She said the two-
year program at LCC is 
small and cohort-like, 
with students develop-
ing friendships that last 

a lifetime. 
“I know people who went through 

our program 20 years ago who are still 
best friends,” she said. 

LCC theater majors typically number 
12 to 15 students each semester. The 
shows are produced with participation 
from community members and alumni. 

“They’re learning and honing their 
skills together. They’re watching each 
other grow and supporting each oth-
er over the course of the program. It 
becomes a really close-knit group,” 
Tufford said.

The first show of the season, running 

Reaching for the stars
Lansing Community College’s summer theater entertains and educates

Behind 
the Curtain

BEHIND 
THE CURTAIN

BEHIND 
THE

CURTAIN

BEHIND THE CURTAIN

Photo by David Wasinger

Lansing Community College’s summer 
2023 production of Shakespeare’s 
“Love’s Labour’s Lost” at the Outdoor 
Amphitheater.See Behind the Curtain, Page 47

www.namilansing.org 

Special Guest 
Robyn Fralick

MSU Women's Basketball 
Head Coach
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June 26 through 30 at the school’s Out-
door Amphitheater, is “As You Like It,” 
directed by local theater veteran Mary 
Job. She said she loves directing Shake-
speare because “once a student encoun-
ters Shakespeare, they never take words 
in a script for granted again.” 

The production is set in what Job 
describes as an alternate reality, but no 
place in particular. 

“It borrows from some aspects of 
modernity, some aspects of medieval, 
and we have the forest,” she said. “The 
people in the Forest of Arden have a 
bohemian vibe, while the people in 
Frederica’s court are rigid, stratified, 
hierarchical and, quite frankly, a para-
noid society.” 

She continued, “And, of course, I love 
the heroine. Of all of Shakespeare’s her-
oines, I think Rosalind is the most en-
gaging. Her family has been exiled. She 
doesn’t belong in the court. But when 
she enters the forest, she really finds 
herself.” 

LCC’s second show of the season is 
“La Batterie,” July 14 at Dart Auditori-
um. According to Tufford, this percus-
sion concert has built an enthusiastic 
following over the years. 

“It’s a very popular concert among 
the music community — not just LCC, 
but the community in Lansing. The 
members are called the Bash Battalion. 
It’s very well attended,” she said. 

Two or three local bands will join 
the performance. According to LCC’s 
website, the setlist will include original 
pieces by Daniels. It’s described as a 
farewell concert for Daniels, who began 
“La Batterie” at LCC in the early 1980s. 

At the end of July, LCC students will 

perform a festival of 10-minute plays 
written by their peers. Molly Sullivan, 
24, is one of seven directors for the fes-
tival. She works in enrollment at LCC 
and went through its theater program, 
but this is her first time directing. 

“I worked with LCC on stage as 
a student, and as an alum, I’ve done 
some stage management and stayed 
involved with the great professors. 
Paige presented me with the oppor-
tunity to direct and get more experi-
ence,” she said. 

Sullivan and the other directors are 
just starting their rehearsal processes. 
They held auditions last week. About 
25 people read for the shows. 

“I’m coming to realize that it’s a lot 
of work,” Sullivan said. “When you’re 
on the acting side of things, you just 
show up and do it. But when you’re 
directing, you’re making the tough 
decisions of choosing your cast and 
coordinating schedules because some 
actors are in multiple shows. It’s defi-
nitely been eye-opening to see how 
much has to go into it before you even 
jump into the rehearsal space.” 

Sullivan will direct the play “Hot 
Sauce in Da Fridge,” by Chandler Do-
nelson. 

“It’s about four friends who are 
working together to create the most 
perfect burrito. It’s very comedic, so 
I’m dipping my toe into that. And it’s 
got a twist ending that everyone loves,” 
she said.

Of the six 10-minute plays in the fes-
tival, Sullivan said, “There are diverse 
themes because the students were pull-
ing from whatever inspiration they had. 
There are comedic pieces and more 
open-ended or dramatic scripts. There’s 
something for everyone to tap into.” 

Sullivan added, “It’s great that we’re 
showcasing student work and encour-

aging new works to become part of the 
Lansing theater scene. There’s so much 
untapped talent around this area. To 
provide this show for the community is 
really wonderful, and I’m excited to be 
part of it.” 

After students like Sullivan complete 
their degrees at LCC, they can choose 
from a variety of paths. 

“People can choose to transfer after 
they get their associate’s, they may 
choose to transition into professional 
theater through internships, or they 
may pursue another interest. We ask 
our students where they want to go 
and help them get there,” Tufford said.

She noted that recently, a student 
was accepted into the bachelor of fine 
arts program at Western Michigan 
University. LCC helped the student 
with the audition process and finding 
the necessary contacts and informa-
tion. 

Other students may choose to enter 
professional theater through intern-
ships with equity houses, which are 
theaters where unions represent ac-
tors and stagehands. Or, Tufford said, 
students might go in a totally new di-
rection. 

“A theater degree is so helpful in 
many areas. You can work in sales, be 
a lawyer, you can work with people. A 
theater degree teaches you how to con-

nect, how to listen and how to collabo-
rate. There are so many skills that can 
cross over to different fields and differ-
ent professions.”

Sunday Service 10am
Rainbow Café Support Group

3rd Wednesday 6:30 pm

Learn more about us and
stream Sunday service at

www.lansingcentralumc.net

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT 7:00

 
JUNE 12 Jack Clarkson Band: Country and Much More

Featuring Kathy Ford & Rodney Page

JUNE 19 The Saline Fiddlers: Premier Youth Fiddling Band

JUNE 26 Detroit Retro Society: Experience the Sound

JULY 3 Full Cord: Award Winning Blue Grass Band

JULY 10 Capital City Chordsmen: Fun Barbershop Chorus 

JULY 17 Fly2K: High Energy Nashville 90s 2000s Cover Band

With Bear Mitchell & Rachel Thompson Mitchell  

JULY 24 Toppermost: Wonderful Tribute to the Beatles

JULY 31 Dave Bennett Quartet: From Swing to Rock

 

AUG 7 Schrock Bros Band: An Americana/Blues Band

Featuring Grammy Award winner Peter Madcat Ruth

AUG 21  Detroit Americana/Indi Rock Band

AUG 14 Surf Zup: Iconic Surf Guitar Hits from the 60’s 

AUG 28 Denise Davis and the Motor City Sensations:
Motown, Gospel, R&B, Blues - Great Finale

ALL CONCERTS HELD RAIN OR SHINE
801 W. Park St. • St. Johns, MI 48879

Food Booth by St. Johns Lions Club

Concert in the Park series presented annually by the 
Clinton County Arts Council and City of St. Johns

21ST SEASON
2024

Patrick Lindemann
Ingham Country Drain Commissioner

Paid for by the committee to elect Patrick 
Lindemann for Ingham County Drain 

Commissioner

Pride is for everyonePride is for everyonePride is for everyone

“Digging up Dessa”
June 6-9
7 p.m. Thursday-Saturday
4 p.m. Sunday
Summer Circle Theatre Courtyard
542 Auditorium Road, East Lansing
theatre.msu.edu

“[title of show]” (clean version)
June 13-16
7 p.m. Thursday-Saturday
4 p.m. Sunday
Summer Circle Theatre Courtyard
542 Auditorium Road, East Lansing
theatre.msu.edu

“Next to Normal”
June 14-16 and 21-23
7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday
2 p.m. Sunday
Lebowsky Center for Performing Arts
122 E. Main St., Owosso
lebowskycenter.com

“The Complete Works of William 
Shakespeare (abridged) [revised] [again]”
June 20-23
7 p.m. Thursday-Saturday
4 p.m. Sunday
Summer Circle Theatre Courtyard
542 Auditorium Road, East Lansing
theatre.msu.edu

“As You Like It”
June 26-30
7 p.m.
LCC Outdoor Amphitheater (between 
Gannon Building and Dart Auditorium)
lcc.edu/showinfo

“Predictor”
June 27-Aug. 4
8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday
2 p.m. Sunday; Saturday (beginning July 
6); July 24 and 31
Williamston Theatre
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston
williamstontheatre.org

June theater productions:

Behind the Curtain
from page 46
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1419 E Michigan Ave., Lansing
(517) 316-2377

Friends don't let friends 
eat at chain restaurants!

HAPPY 
PRIDE

MONTH!
1419 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

517.316.2377

Jacob D. Russell
for Ingham County Commissioner, District 6

Western Michigan University, B.S.
Purdue University, Master’s

Aerospace Engineer

Holt native

Choose an Engineer to
Build a Better Future!

Safer Communities Modernize Infrastructure Youth Pathways

WHY JACOB?

Jacob believes that you and your neighbors already have 
ideas for your problems and those solutions need 
implementing and support from your representative. As an 
engineer, he is familiar with making ideas a reality. He cares 
deeply for the future of the youth, including that of his own 
two children, Ultimately, he believes it is his duty to serve 
and represent the issues you hold dear.

Paid for by CTE Jacob Russell 

Raytheon Technologies

Seeking office to serve the
Lansing and Ingham communities

Lansing resident

vote4jacobdrussell.wixsite.com/vote�

By TYLER SCHNEIDER
In fall 2022, Abi-

gail Stellern’s father, 
Michael Purdum, 
brought his Colum-
bus, Ohio-based 
restaurant chain, 
Old Bag of Nails, to 
Lansing’s Red Cedar 
Development. 

It was the first of 
the family’s 19 restau-
rants to open outside 
of the Buckeye State. 
On April 17, Stellern 
launched the second, 
HobNob Pizza, in a 
2,500-square-foot 
space on the first 
floor of the Univer-

sity Edge apartments, also in the Red 
Cedar Development. She plans to open 
a second HobNob location in Upper Ar-
lington, Ohio, once renovations are com-
plete.

Stellern said the eatery’s name came 
from the idea that “anyone can get to-
gether to enjoy and share pizza.”

“Hobnob really means ‘to mix togeth-
er,’ especially among different social 

classes and groups of peo-
ple. We thought the name 
HobNob Pizza embodied 
that spirit because pizza is 
one of the few things people 
seem to have in common 
these days,” she said.

Staffed with six employ-
ees, the new restaurant is 
intended to be a primar-
ily carryout operation, 
although there are a few 
booths available for dine-
in customers. The concept 
was the result of a series 
of culinary experiments 
between Stellern and her 
mother, Tara Purdum.

“My mom’s Italian, so we 
would often make pizzas 
at home when I was grow-
ing up. She’s always been a 
great baker and would frequently make 
her own bread,” Stellern said. “During 
COVID, kind of out of boredom, we 
started playing around with different 
variations of pizza doughs. We began 
homing in on what we would call the 
Midwest cracker-crust dough.” 

This style of crust, which is thin and 
“cut into squares for sharing,” is remi-

niscent of similarly prepared Chicago 
tavern-style pizza.

“There’s a bit of nuance there be-
cause tavern-style pizzas are made from 
a slightly denser dough and typically 
have a cornmeal bottom, whereas our 
Midwest cracker crust is flakier, with a 
little bit more of a crunch to it,” Stellern 
explained.

For the pizza traditionalists, 
HobNob also offers a New York-
style crust. 

“Our New York-style pizza, 
which is pie-cut and has fluffier 
edges, is another one we devel-
oped further during COVID, 
though we’d already been mak-
ing it at home for years before 
that,” Stellern said. “In Lansing, 
the New York style has been 
more popular so far, which is the 
opposite of what we expected.”

The menu also includes sal-
ads, sub sandwiches and carry-
out beer and wine.

Stellern said HobNob looks to 
offer a healthier take on typical 
Italian carryout fare.

“We make our own sauce and 
grind our own cheese, and a lot 
of that goes back to something 

that my mom and I are really passion-
ate about, which is limiting the amount 
of preservatives and chemicals that are 
in your food,” she said. “I think every-
body has this connotation that pizza is 
unhealthy, but when you have only a 
handful of ingredients in your dough 
and you’re using fresh ingredients in 
your sauce, it’s really not.”

New eatery invites customers to hobnob over pizza and drinks

HobNob Pizza

3214 E. Michigan Ave., 
Suite B, Lansing
4-10 p.m. Wednesday-
Thursday
4-11 p.m. Friday-
Saturday
4-9 p.m. Sunday
(517) 855-2119
hobnobpizza.com

Tyler Schneider/City Pulse

At HobNob Pizza, diners can choose between two crust 
styles: the thin, square-cut Midwest cracker crust or the 
fluffier, pie-cut New York-style crust.
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Mindfulness Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh 
tradition - All are welcome to join our weekly 
practice! 7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK 
Jr. Blvd., Lansing. lamc.info.

Motivated by Nature Run/Walk - 6 p.m. Harris 
Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos. 517-
349-3866. meridian.mi.us/hnc.

Open Mic, Hosted by Rick Hansel - Family-friendly, 
welcomes singers and musicians. No cover, all 
ages welcome. 6 p.m. MICA, 1210 Turner St., 
Lansing. 517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

Portland Sounds of Summer Concert Series: Kick 
Back (classic rock/country) - Free. 7 p.m. Two 
Rivers Park, 201 Divine Hwy., Portland. facebook.
com/MiPortlandDowntown.

Wednesday Yoga on Albert - Hosted by Yoga State. 
Bring a yoga mat. Free. 9 a.m. Albert El Fresco, 
corner of M.A.C. Avenue and Albert Street, East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.

Thursday, June 6
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Triennial 
exhibition - An inclusive survey of work produced 
by MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 
547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-
4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. James Couzens 
Memorial Park, 13753 Main St., Bath. 517-641-6728. 
shopbfm.org.

Ben Awrey at Cleats Bar & Grille - 6:30 p.m. 5801 N. 
Aurelius Road, Lansing. 517-574-4008. cleatsbarand-
grille.com.

Charlotte Summer Concerts on the Square: Sea Cruis-
ers (‘50s-‘70s) - Free. 6:30 p.m. 1885 Eaton County 
Courthouse lawn, 100 W. Lawrence Ave., Charlotte. 
facebook.com/charlottechamberofcommerce.

Chipmunk Story Time - Stories come alive as 
children interact with puppet Chicory Chipmunk 
and his animal friends. Stories followed by nature 
activities and a guided walk. 10 a.m. Harris Nature 
Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos. 517-349-3866. 
meridian.mi.us/hnc.

Consumer Culture and the University Archives and 
Historical Collections’ R.E. Olds Collection - Visiting 
scholar Jason Farman discusses his ongoing 
research and collections at MSU he’s found valu-
able. Noon. Main Library, 366 W. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. lib.msu.edu.

Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or any 
other portable craft project and immerse yourself 
in an evening of creativity, conversation and com-
munity. 5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., 
Suite 7, Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org.

Game Night and Live Music - Enjoy a variety of 
activities and games from 5-9 p.m., including giant 
Connect 4, cornhole, giant Jenga, ping pong, giant 
chess and more! Live music at 6 p.m. Albert El 
Fresco, corner of M.A.C. Avenue and Albert Street, 
East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.

Karaoke Thursday - 8 p.m.-midnight. The Green 
Door, 2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-325-9897. 
greendoorlive.com.

Ladies Silver Blades Skating Club - Join other adult 
women for fun, exercise, friendship and skating 
practice. 9:30-11:30 a.m. Suburban Ice, 2810 Hannah 
Blvd., East Lansing. ladiessilverblades.org.

Laingsburg Indoor Farmers Market - 5-8 p.m. First 

Wednesday, June 5
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Triennial 
exhibition - An inclusive survey of work pro-
duced by MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art 
Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-
4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

“A Course of Love” Discussion, facilitated by Lucille 
Olson and Bill Dietrich - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 
886. Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. Kalam-
azoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. allenneighborhood-
center.org/market.

Camping Adventures at Michigan’s State Parks! 
- Learn about types of camping, what to pack, 
activities to enjoy while camping, how to reserve 
a campsite and the best state parks in Michigan! 
6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. 
Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

Doc Sherry for Senate Rally - Meet Doc Sherry 
and learn about her Senate campaign! Dinner pro-
vided by Fire and Rice, live music by Dave Santia. 
6-9 p.m. Yoke Farms, 1011 Tihart Road, Okemos. 
facebook.com/drsherryodonnell.

“Even the Last of These” Reading - Poet Anita 
Skeen and linocut artist Laura DeLind read and 
show off images from their new book. 1-3 p.m. 
Everybody Reads, 2019 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
517-346-9900. everybodyreadsbooks.com.

Fresh Threads Ritual - A night of exploration and 
connection. We’ll use cord magic to set intentions 
for the discovery and celebration of new skills 
and experiences. 6 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 
Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaver-
softheweb.org.

Friends of Historic Meridian Speaker Series - Tom 
Moore, head librarian at the Haslett and Okemos 
libraries, will present on the Ingersoll Watch Co. 2 
p.m. Meridian Historical Village Chapel, 5151 Marsh 
Road, Okemos. meridianhistoricalvillage.org.

Lansing Junior Roller Derby Basic Skills Boot Camp 
- Ten-week program. Ages 12-17. 6-8 p.m. Court 
One Training Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 
lansingrollerderby.com.

Meridian Summer Concert Series: Sea Cruis-
ers (‘50s-‘70s) - Free. 6 p.m. Marketplace on 
the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos. 
meridian.mi.us/about-us/calendar/summer-con-
cert-series.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. Mar-
ketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

Michigan Young Birders Network Virtual Meeting - 
Virtual networking group for individuals ages 13-18 
interested in birding. 7 p.m. Meeting ID: 946 4329 
0865. Password: Chickadee. michiganaudubon.
org/learn/young-birders.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild 12-by-12 Art Show - 10 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River 
Ave., Okemos. framersedge.net.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Spring Art Show - Featuring 
an array of mediums. 9 am.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple St., Lansing. 
517-332-4663. midmichiganartguild.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Volunteer Show - A special 
exhibit by guild volunteers. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. midmichiga-
nartguild.org.
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

Motivated by Nature 
run/walk

Wednesday, June 5
6-8 p.m.

Harris Nature Center
3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos

In celebration of Global Running 
Day, Harris Nature Center will host a 
2.25-mile run/walk on its nature trails 6 
p.m. tonight (June 5). Participants will 
receive a commemorative Motivated 
by Nature T-shirt while supplies last. 
After finishing, attendees can head 
over to the pavilion and enjoy refresh-
ments and live music by local sing-
er-songwriter Jessey Adams. 

Proceeds will support the expansion 
of the nature center’s Nature Exploration 
Area and busing scholarships to help 
local students attend educational pro-
grams. Registration is $25 per person 
at runsignup.com/Race/MI/Okemos/
HarrisNatureCentersRunwithNature. 

Congregational Church of Laingsburg, 401 E. Grand 
River Road, Laingsburg. 517-295-8128. laingsburg-
business.org/farmers-market-1.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild 12-by-12 Art Show - 10 a.m.-7 
p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River Ave., 
Okemos. framersedge.net.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Spring Art Show - Featuring 
an array of mediums. 9 am.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple St., Lansing. 
517-332-4663. midmichiganartguild.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Volunteer Show - A special 
exhibit by guild volunteers. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. midmichiga-
nartguild.org.

Parkinson’s Rock-Steady Boxing - Free exercise class 
for people with Parkinson’s and their caregivers. 1 
p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East 
Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8888. lapsg.org.

Spirit of Michigan Chorus Rehearsal - Newly formed 
women’s a cappella chorus. Join us for rehearsal! 
6:30 p.m. Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox, 1701 E. Sagi-
naw St., Lansing. spiritofmichiganchorus.com.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly - Weight-loss support 
group. Weigh-in 5:30 p.m., meeting 6-7 p.m. Haslett 
Middle School, 1535 Franklin St., Haslett. 800-932-
8677. facebook.com/HaslettTops.

Friday, June 7
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Triennial 
exhibition - An inclusive survey of work produced by 
MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 
E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-4800. broad-
museum.msu.edu.

Clayworks Pottery Summer Sale - 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
13121 Wacousta Road, Grand Ledge. 517-626-1160. 
clayworkspottery.net/sales.

Craft Club Jr. - Create nature-themed pinch pots. 
Grades 1-3. Registration req. 4:15 p.m. Charlotte 

Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Char-
lotte. 517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

Cruise to Holt - Weekly cruise-ins every Friday night 
at the Holt Farmers Market parking lot. 5-8 p.m. 
2150 Cedar St., Holt. holtfarmersmarket.org.

Euchre with the Kiwanis Club and Unity - Potluck at 
6:30 p.m., euchre at 7. Tournament with cash priz-
es. Unity Spiritual Center, 2395 Washington Road, 
Lansing. 517-371-3010. unitylansing.org.

The Heart Collectors - 7 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 
Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Lake Lansing Sounds of Summer Concert Series: 
Atomic Annie (rock/pop) - Free. Kids can enjoy big-
wheel tricycles, a bounce house and an inflatable 
slide. 7 p.m. Lake Lansing Park South, 1621 Pike St., 
Haslett. facebook.com/Lakelansingbandshell.

Lansing Fiesta - Revel in the rhythms of live music, 
taste the diversity of flavors from local food trucks 
and celebrate community spirit. 4 p.m.-midnight. 
Adado Riverfront Park, 201 E. Shiawassee St., 
Lansing. lansingfiesta.com.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild 12-by-12 Art Show - 10 a.m.-7 
p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River Ave., 
Okemos. framersedge.net.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Spring Art Show - Featuring 
an array of mediums. 9 am.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple St., Lansing. 
517-332-4663. midmichiganartguild.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Volunteer Show - A special 
exhibit by guild volunteers. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. midmichiga-
nartguild.org.

Parkinson’s: Movement with Vitality - Free exercise 
class for people with Parkinson’s and their care-
givers. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah 
Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8888. 
lapsg.org.

See Events, Page 50
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The Heart 
Collectors
Friday, June 7
Doors 5 p.m., 
show 7 p.m. 
UrbanBeat  

1213 Turner St., 
Lansing

The Heart Collec-
tors, an Australian 
“epic folk” quartet, 
will perform 7 p.m. 
Friday (June 7) at Ur-
banBeat as part of its 
North American sum-
mer tour.

Formed in 2013 in 
Murwillumbah, New 
South Wales, the 
group released its fifth 
studio album, “The 
Space Between,” in 
February. Playing 
Americana- and folk-influenced music with Celtic undertones and an ethereal 
bent, the band features Kymrie Henge on piano, percussion and bodhran; Reu-
ben Loire on lead guitar; Mobius Barnaby on cello; and Tristan DaFoe on guitar, 
mandolin and banjo. With all four members providing vocal harmonies, the group 
has been compared to Fleetwood Mac and the Avett Brothers. 

“We want to bring positivity through our music in a way that can uplift and in-
spire our audience. Each performance is entirely unique and full of energy, offer-
ing a healing of the heart and memories that last,” Henge said.

Progressive singer-songwriter and multi-instrumentalist Jake Allen will open the 
show, with TJ Rankin on bass. General admission tickets are $25, and student 
tickets are $15 at urbanbeatevents.com.

Summer solstice
Jazz Festival

eljazzfest.com
J u n e  2 1 - 2 2 ,  2 0 2 4

“Passion of the Creative Mind” Art and Photogra-
phy Gallery - A celebration of our creative minds 
and the passion that inspires our creativity. 3-8:30 
p.m. Unity Spiritual Center, 2395 Washington Road, 
Lansing. 517-371-3010. unitylansing.org.

“Refuge Recovery,” A Buddhist Path to Recovering 
from Addiction - Peer-led group meeting with a 
20-minute meditation and a reading from the book 
“Refuge Recovery.” 6:30 p.m. Unity Spiritual Center, 
2395 Washington Road, Lansing. 517-371-3010. 
unitylansing.org.

Saturday, June 8
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Triennial 
exhibition - An inclusive survey of work produced 
by MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 
547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-
4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Clayworks Pottery Summer Sale - 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
13121 Wacousta Road, Grand Ledge. 517-626-1160. 
clayworkspottery.net/sales.

Getting Started with Journaling - From selecting 
a notebook to experimenting with writing prompts 
and techniques, learn how to infuse your journal 
with authenticity and creativity. 4:30 p.m. Dear 
Ollie & Co., 222 S. Washington Square, Lansing. 
dearollie.com.

Inebriated Insights - A night of intoxicated witch-
craft! Variety of tarot cards, oracle cards, bone 
readings, astrology, runes, reiki and more. 5-8 
p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center St., Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com.

Introduction To Beekeeping - Members of the 
Michigan Beekeepers Association share bee facts 
and information on becoming a beekeeper. We’ll 
practice beekeeping skills at our observation hive. 
1 p.m. Harris Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Road, 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us/hnc.

Lansing Beerfest - Outdoor festival on Washington 
Avenue between South and Elm streets in REO 
Town. Featuring 20+ Michigan breweries and 100+ 
craft beers and ciders, food trucks, live music, 
vendors and more. 4-8 p.m. lansingbeerfest.com.

Lansing Fiesta - Revel in the rhythms of live music, 
taste the diversity of flavors from local food trucks 
and celebrate community spirit. Noon-midnight. 
Adado Riverfront Park, 201 E. Shiawassee St., 
Lansing. lansingfiesta.com.

Market on the Grand - 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Jaycee Park, 
525 E. River St., Grand Ledge. grandledgechamber.
com/market_on_the_grand.php.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 8 am.-2 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. 517-712-2395. meridian.mi.us/Farmers-
Market.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild 12-by-12 Art Show - 10 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River Ave., 
Okemos. framersedge.net.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Volunteer Show - A special 
exhibit by guild volunteers. 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. midmichiga-
nartguild.org.

Next Level Corvette Club Party - Open to the public. 
Bring your cars and bikes. Live entertainment 
and door prizes. 3-8 p.m. One North Kitchen & 
Bar, 5001 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. 517-862-8853. 
facebook.com/OneNorthLansing.

Twilight Adventures - Follow clues on a self-guided 
tour, learn from conservation education stations 
and engage in fun games and activities while enjoy-
ing s’mores and concession snacks! 6-9 p.m. Potter 
Park Zoo, 1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. 517-
483-4222. potterparkzoo.org.

Virtual Author Visit with Angeline Boulley - A 
member of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa 

Indians, Boulley will speak about her accomplish-
ments as an author and the Ojibwe community. 1 
p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick 
St., Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Youth Fishing Derby - Ages 15 and younger. Free. 
9-11 a.m. Valhalla Park, 2287 Pine Tree Road, Holt. 
delhitownshipmi.gov.

Sunday, June 9
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Triennial 
exhibition - An inclusive survey of work produced 
by MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 
547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-
4800. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Creative Expression Through Improvisation - Learn 
the basics of improvisation with Celina and Mark 
Ruhala of Ruhala Performing Arts Center. 9:30 
a.m. Unity Spiritual Center, 2395 Washington Road, 
Lansing. 517-371-3010. unitylansing.org.

Drum Circle at Lake Lansing Park North - All ages 
and experience levels welcome. Bring percussion 
instruments if you have them, as well as chairs. 2-4 
p.m. 6260 E. Lake Drive, Haslett. 517-803-2392. face-
book.com/GreaterLansingAreaDrummers.

Eastern Ingham Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
McCormick Park, 123 High St., Williamston. eastern-
inghamfarmersmarket.org.

Euchre - 6 p.m. Esquire Bar, 1250 Turner St., Lan-
sing. 517-487-5338.

JUGGLERS AND WOULD-BE JUGGLERS - Jugglers 
meet at the Orchard Street Pump House at 2 p.m. 
Sundays. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. mikemar-
hanka@gmail.com.

Laingsburg Outdoor Farmers Market - 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Roosevelt Row, downtown Laingsburg. 517-295-8128. 
laingsburgbusiness.org/farmers-market-1.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild 12-by-12 Art Show - Noon-4 
p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River Ave., 
Okemos. framersedge.net.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Volunteer Show - A special 
exhibit by guild volunteers. Noon-6 p.m. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. midmichiga-
nartguild.org.

Red Cedar Quaker Friends Worship - 10:30 a.m. 1400 
Turner St., Lansing. redcedarfriends.org/join-us-
for-worship/.

Sunday Yoga on Albert - Hosted by Yoga State. Bring 
a yoga mat. Free. 10 a.m. Albert El Fresco, corner 
of M.A.C. Avenue and Albert Street, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com.

Three Sparks Comedy - Free comedy with Three 
Sparks. 7-9 p.m. One North Kitchen & Bar, 5001 W. 
Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. 517-901-5001. onenorthdin-
ing.com.

Monday, June 10
Art Adventure - Weeklong camp for ages 6-7. Use 
chemistry to create the perfect color, physics 
to create unique splatters and biology to inspire 
natural works of art! 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, Lansing. 
impression5.org.

Broadway Jazz Dance - Ten-week class, meets 
biweekly. Ages 12-adult. 6 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Curious Chemists - Weeklong camp for 5-year-
olds. Explore chemistry through fizzy, sticky and 
colorful experiments! 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Impression 5 
Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, Lansing. 517-
485-8116. impression5.org.

Improv Acting Camp - Four-day camp for ages 5-13. 
Students will work with a variety of theater games 
to develop characters and scene work. 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.
com.

Events
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REWARDS
SIGN UP FOR

$89 FOR 1.5OZ FLOWERL3/$10 PREROLLS/$10 PRERO 2/$20 3.5G
SQUINTZ

MORE DEALS AVAILABLE

FRUIT & FUEL

FOR MORE CANNABIS DEALS

FOR REGISTERED QUALIFYING PATIENTS ONLY OR FOR USE BY INDIVIDUALS 21 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER FOR ADULT USE, KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN. IT IS ILLEGAL TO DRIVE A MOTOR
VEHICLE WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF MARIJUANA. ACTUAL VALUE OF THC AND CBD MAY VARY FROM REPORTED VALUE BY 10%. NATIONAL POISON CONTROL CENTER 1-800-222-1222

SCAN HERE
TO VISIT
PINCANNA.COM

WARNING: USE BY PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING WOMEN, OR BY WOMEN PLANNING TO BECOME PREGNANT, MAY RESULT IN FETAL INJURY, PRETERM BIRTH, LOW BIRTH WEIGHT, OR
DEVELOPMENTAL PROBLEMS FOR THE CHILD.

EAST LANSING

1234 E GRAND RIVER AVE

$19 2G DISPOSABLES
TRIMZ FRUIT & FUEL

DEALS RUN WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Youth Fishing Derby
 Saturday, June 8

8:45-11 a.m.
Valhalla Park

2287 Pine Tree Road, Holt

In honor of the state’s biannual Free Fishing Weekend, Delhi Township’s Parks 
and Recreation Department will host its annual Youth Fishing Derby 8:45 to 11 
a.m. Saturday (June 8) at Valhalla Park. Attendees should meet at the park’s 
Beach Pavilion, next to the playground.

Participants will be sorted into three age groups: 6 and under, 7 to 11 and 12 
to 15. Prizes will be awarded in each age division for both the largest fish and 
highest number of fish caught. Bait will be provided, but organizers ask that par-
ticipants bring their own fishing poles. For more information, call the Parks and 
Recreation Department at (517) 694-1549. 

Improv Acting Class - Ten-week class, meets bi-
weekly. Ages 12-adult. 7:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Jump Into Reading - Join Ms. Erin for stories, 
songs, activities and therapy dogs. Ages 0-5 with 
caregivers. 11 a.m. Eaton Rapids Area District 
Library, 220 S. Main St., Eaton Rapids. 517-663-
0950. eradl.org.

LIBRARY BOARD - 7 p.m. City Hall, 114 S. Woodhull 
Road, Laingsburg. laingsburg.us.

Make With Wood - Weeklong camp for ages 13-14. 
Learn the skills necessary to build things like keep-
sake boxes, pencil holders and candy dispensers 
with wood. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Impression 5 Science 
Center, 200 Museum Drive, Lansing. impression5.
org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild 12-by-12 Art Show - Noon-
5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River 
Ave., Okemos. framersedge.net.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Spring Art Show - Featuring 
an array of mediums. 9 am.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple St., Lansing. 
517-332-4663. midmichiganartguild.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Volunteer Show - A special 
exhibit by guild volunteers. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. midmichiga-
nartguild.org.

Open Mic Night, hosted by Kathy Ford - 6:30-9:30 
p.m. One North Kitchen & Bar, 5001 W. Saginaw 
Hwy., Lansing. 517-901-5001. onenorthdining.com.

“The Quest: A Journey of Spiritual Rediscovery” 
Book Study, with Jeff Benoit - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 

417 886. Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Space Cadets - Weeklong camp for ages 8-9. 
Create a telescope to explore the constellations, 
learn about the sun and find out what it takes 
to leave Earth and explore space! 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum Drive, 
Lansing. impression5.org.

Summer Adventure Kit - Make a DIY compass, an 
adventure journal and a Flat Webster to take along 
on your adventures. Take pictures of Webster’s 
adventures for display at the library. 6 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

What’s the Code? - Weeklong camp for ages 10-12. 
Experiment with multiple block- and text-based 
coding software as we build our coding skills. 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Impression 5 Science Center, 200 
Museum Drive, Lansing. impression5.org.

Yoga for Parkinson’s - Free yoga class for people 
with Parkinson’s and their caregivers. 1 p.m. Michi-
gan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. 
To register, call 517-364-8888. lapsg.org.

Tuesday, June 11
B3 at Cleats Bar & Grille - 6:30 p.m. 5801 N. Aurelius 
Road, Lansing. 517-574-4008. cleatsbarandgrille.
com.

Ballet Class - Ten-week class. Ages 12-adult. 6 p.m. 
Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild 12-by-12 Art Show - 10 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand 
River Ave., Okemos. framersedge.net.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Spring Art Show - Featur-
ing an array of mediums. 9 am.-5 p.m. Neighbor-
hood Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple St., 
Lansing. 517-332-4663. midmichiganartguild.org.
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Mid-Michigan Art Guild Volunteer Show - A special 
exhibit by guild volunteers. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. midmichiga-
nartguild.org.

Parkinson’s: Balance, Conditioning and Strength - 
Free exercise class for people with Parkinson’s and 
their caregivers. 1 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 
Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-
8888. lapsg.org.

Parkinson’s Support Group - Small group meeting 
for support and information sharing. People with 
Parkinson’s meet in one room, caregivers in a sep-
arate room. 1 p.m. Congregation Shaarey Zedek, 
1924 Coolidge Road, East Lansing. lapsg.org.

“The Quest: A Journey of Spiritual Rediscovery” 
Book Study, with Rev. Sharon Ketchum - 1:30 p.m. 
Unity Spiritual Center, 2395 Washington Road, 
Lansing. 517-371-3010. unitylansing.org.

Trivia at Lansing Shuffle with DJ Trivia - 7:30-9 
p.m. 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4365. 
lansingshuffle.com.

Wednesday, June 12
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Triennial 
exhibition - An inclusive survey of work produced by 
MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 
E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmu-
seum.msu.edu.  

“A Course of Love” Discussion, facilitated by Lucille 
Olson & Bill Dietrich - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. 
Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. Kalama-
zoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. allenneighborhoodcen-
ter.org/market.

Broadway Jazz Dance - Ten-week class, meets 
biweekly. Ages 12-adult. 6 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Coffee and Conversation - Join us to learn about 
Chamber of Commerce members. 9 a.m. City Hall 
Community Room, 310 Greenwood St., Grand Ledge. 
grandledgechamber.com/coffee_and_conversation.
php.

Fuse-Bead Fun! - Drop in and make some fuse-bead 
creations! For students entering kindergarten and up. 
3 p.m. Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick 
St., Charlotte. 517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

Improv Acting Class - Ten-week class, meets biweekly. 
Ages 12-adult. 7:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Lansing Concerts in the Park: Root Doctor (blues) - 
Free. 7 p.m. Moores Park, 400 Moores River Drive, 
Lansing. lansingmi.gov/994/Concerts-in-the-Park.

Meridian Summer Concert Series: The Black Barn 
Band (classic rock) - Free. 6 p.m. Marketplace on the 
Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos. meridian.
mi.us/about-us/calendar/summer-concert-series.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild 12-by-12 Art Show - 10 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Framer’s Edge, 1856 W. Grand River Ave., 
Okemos. framersedge.net.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Spring Art Show - Featuring 
an array of mediums. 9 am.-5 p.m. Neighborhood 
Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple St., Lansing. 
517-332-4663. midmichiganartguild.org.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Volunteer Show - A special 
exhibit by guild volunteers. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. midmichiga-
nartguild.org.

Mindfulness Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh tradi-
tion - All are welcome to join our weekly practice! 7-9 
p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. MLK Jr. Blvd., Lansing. 
lamc.info.

Open Mic, Hosted by Rick Hansel - Family-friendly, 
welcomes singers and musicians. No cover, all ages 
welcome. 6 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 
517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

Portland Sounds of Summer Concert Series: Portland 
High School (jazz) - Free. 7 p.m. Two Rivers Park, 201 
Divine Hwy., Portland. facebook.com/MiPortland-
Downtown.

Rummage and Bake Sale - 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Lieder-
kranz Club, 5828 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. 
517-882-6330. facebook.com/LansingLiederkranz-
Club.

St. Johns Concerts in the Park: Jack Clarkson 
Band (variety) - Free. 7 p.m. St. Johns City Park, 
801 W. Park St., St. Johns. facebook.com/StJohn-
sCityParkPerformanceShell.

Stories in the Garden - Explore the garden and 
stop to listen to a picture book when you encoun-
ter one of our volunteer readers! 10-11:30 a.m. 
Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden, 1066 Bogue St., 
East Lansing. canr.msu.edu/4hgarden/events.

Summer Bucket List - Create a personalized sum-
mer bucket list filled with adventure, relaxation 
and unforgettable memories! Grades 4-12. 4 p.m. 
Eaton Rapids Area District Library, 220 S. Main St., 
Eaton Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

Wheel of the Year: Litha and Rites of Passage - Join 
us online or in person for discussions, rituals, 
meditations and more! 6 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 
809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-657-5800. 
weaversoftheweb.org.

Thursday, June 13
2024 Art, Art History, and Design Faculty Triennial 
exhibition - An inclusive survey of work produced by 
MSU faculty. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 
E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 517-884-4800. broadmu-
seum.msu.edu.  

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 44

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 44

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: VARIANCE REQUEST 24-05

2731 GRAND RIVER AVE.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 2024

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

VARIANCE REQUEST 24-05
2731 GRAND RIVER AVENUE

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, June 26, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. in the Meridian Munici-
pal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, 48864 (phone 
517.853.4560) to hear all persons interested in a variance request from Meridian Retail 
Management II LLC. The applicant is proposing to construct a restaurant with a 
drive-through that does not meet the perimeter landscape buffer, minimum landscape island 
width, and building landscaping width requirements at 2731 Grand River Avenue. The 
subject site is zoned C-2, Commercial.  

Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Written comments may be sent prior to the public 
hearing to the Zoning Board of Appeals, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, 
Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by email to chapman@meridian.mi.us, or at the public 
hearing.

Deborah Guthrie
Township Clerk

CP#24-535

H&H Mobil Abandoned Auto Auction
Viewing 6/20/24 By Appointment

2818 E. Kalamazoo St.
Lansing, MI 48912
Call 517-332-6335

Bids must be submitted by 8 am 6/24/24
at 1500 Haslett Rd. East Lansing, MI 48823

For more info go to www.hhmobil.com
CP#24-530

Freddie Cunningham gigs
Summer 2024

Thursday June 6 / Jackson Blues Fest with 
Jackpine Savages, 6 to 7:05 pm
10138 Tompkins Rd, Rives Junction, MI 49277

Friday June 7 / Michigan Princess Blues Cruise 
with Mixed Flavors, 6 to 10 pm
Ticket information at 
www.michiganprincess.com

Wednesday June 12 / Lansing Concert in the park 
with ROOT DOCTOR                      
Tommy Foster opens the show at 7 pm. Root 
Doctor plays, 7:30 to 9
Moores Park - 400 Moores River Drive

Friday June 28 / Jazz at Red Cedar Spirits with F 
& J Incorporated, 7:30 to 10:30
2000 Merritt Rd, East Lansing, Michigan

Friday July 5 / Music In the park / McCourtie Park 
with Jackpine Savages, 6 to 9 pm
10426 S Jackson Rd, Cement City, Michigan 49233

Saturday July 27 / Gauci Golf Resort with the 
Jackpine Savages, 7:30 to 10:30
8431 Sports Park Dr, Onsted, MI 49265

Monday July 29 / Millenium Park / jazz in the park 
with the Jeff Shoup Group, 6:30 – 8:30  
The Meadows Amphitheater, 1415 Maynard Ave 
SW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534

Tuesday July 30 / Jazz Tuesday at Moriarty’s Pub 
with F & J Incorporated, 7 pm
802 E Michigan Ave Lansing, MI 48912

Friday August 2 / Michigan JazzFest with F & J 
Incorporated, 6:30 pm
Main Stage - Turner St., Lansing, MI 48906

Events
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Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. James Couzens 
Memorial Park, 13753 Main St., Bath. 517-641-6728. 
shopbfm.org.

Beal Botanical Garden Tour: iNaturalist Training - An in-
troduction to digital identification tools such as iNatural-
ist and their importance in conducting research. 12:10 
p.m. 330 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. lib.msu.edu.

Charlotte Summer Concerts on the Square: Charlotte 
Community Band - Free. 6:30 p.m. 1885 Eaton County 
Courthouse lawn, 100 W. Lawrence Ave., Charlotte. 
facebook.com/charlottechamberofcommerce.

Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or any 
other portable craft project and immerse yourself in 
an evening of creativity, conversation and community. 
5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org.

“Foreign Bodies” Opening Reception - Solo exhi-
bition by Curt LaCross. Light refreshments will 

be served, and the artist will be in attendance. 
Free and open to the public. 5-7 p.m. Lansing Art 
Gallery, 300 S. Washington Square, Suite 100, 
Lansing. lansingartgallery.org.

Game Night and Live Music - Enjoy a variety of 
activities and games from 5-9 p.m., including 
giant Connect 4, cornhole, giant Jenga, ping 
pong, giant chess and more! Live music at 6 p.m. 
Albert El Fresco, corner of M.A.C. Avenue and 
Albert Street, East Lansing. cityofeastlansing.
com.

Karaoke Thursday - 8 p.m.-midnight. The Green 
Door, 2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-325-
9897. greendoorlive.com.

Laingsburg Indoor Farmers Market - 5-8 p.m. 
First Congregational Church of Laingsburg, 401 
E. Grand River Road, Laingsburg. 517-295-8128. 
laingsburgbusiness.org/farmers-market-1.
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By LIZY FERGUSON

A good breakfast is hard to find, 
and there’s nothing more disappoint-
ing than dragging your-
self out of bed, putting 
on real clothes and going 
out to pay for a bad one. 
After my inaugural visit 
last week, I added Arms 
& Embers Grill to my list 
of eateries that get the 
most important meal of 
the day just right. 

Arms & Embers is on 
Grand Ledge’s lovely 
Bridge Street. Driving 
from the east side, I 
skipped the highway 
— who knows where 
I would even get on at 
this point — and took 
the long way down 
West Saginaw High-
way, which I recom-
mend so you can stop 

at Horrocks and the Volunteers of 
America thrift store.

The restaurant offered some 
tempting brunch cocktails, but I just 

went with coffee. Even 
more tempting, though, 
was its selection of spe-
cialty pancakes, such as 
bananas Foster, blueberry 
Danish and strawberry 
shortcake, to name a few. 

I didn’t have much of a 
sweet tooth that morn-
ing, but thankfully, my 
dining companion did 
and was open to shar-
ing, so I got to have 
my cake and eat it, too. 
She got the strawberry 
shortcake pancakes, and 
I opted for the garden 
skillet with sourdough 
toast. Served on a bed 
of perfectly cooked 
red skin potatoes were 
scrambled eggs blan-

keted with melted Swiss cheese, gra-
vy and a medley of wilted spinach, 
mushrooms, peppers, onions and 
fresh slices of avocado.

The vegetables weren’t overcooked, 
which I’ve found is rare in an egg dish. 
What really stood out, though, was 
the gravy: Spoon-coating and rich 
in flavor while still not at all heavy, it 
was particularly perfect when dashed 
with some Frank’s RedHot. I was 
also impressed when I confirmed it 
was vegetarian. 

I let my friend have some bites, 
but not as many as I stole from her 
magnificent plate of pancakes, which 
were covered in a very fresh-tast-
ing strawberry sauce, vanilla sweet 
cream and mascarpone. Unlike oth-
er such confections, these pancakes 
weren’t too sweet or overwhelmed by 
a mountain of whipped cream and 
jelly-like sauce. They reminded me 
of a more sophisticated, understat-
ed version of the pancake sundaes at 
IHOP. 

Though the restaurant can be a bit 
of a drive depending on where you’re 
coming from, a top-tier, well-priced 
Sunday breakfast that can be had 
without any wait in line is more than 
worth it. 

By ARI LEVAUX

Every October, I make Concord 
grape juice and seal it away in jars. 
I hoard these sweet vessels until 
the following summer, when I mix 
a chilled beverage I call spicy grape 
juice.

I don’t remember my first 
taste of chocolate, bacon or 
even mayonnaise, but I’ll 
never forget my first sip of 
spicy grape juice. I was an 
8-year-old city boy visiting 
friends deep in the Massachusetts 
countryside. One hot day, we came 
into the house thirsty. My friends’ 
mom, Joan, emptied a jar of grape 
juice and a few cans of carbonat-
ed water into a pitcher of ice and 
poured the mixture into glasses. 
In that hot, dehydrated moment, 

the cold combination of spicy, sour 
and sweet flavors was like being 
plugged into an electrical socket of 
thirst-quenching power.

Carbonated water, aka seltzer 
or bubbly, contains carbonic acid, 
which triggers receptors in the taste 
buds that detect flavors like mustard 

and horseradish. This 
produces the beverage’s 
distinctly spicy taste. 
For some reason, a lit-
tle pain in the water 
makes it more drink-
able, similar to how a 

dash of spicy hot sauce can make a 
taco more delicious. 

It was unusual to consume some-
thing so satisfying out of Joan’s 
kitchen. Her style of cooking was my 
first exposure to the unprocessed, 
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

Veggie gravy goals at Arms & Embers Grill
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Combat hot weather with 
carbonated grape juice

See Flash, Page 54
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 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

Lizy Ferguson for City Pulse

Arms & Embers Grill’s garden skillet 
packs a nutritional punch, perfect for 
vegetarians looking for a well-priced and 
energizing breakfast.

Garden skillet
$13

Arms & Embers Grill
219 N. Bridge St., 

Grand Ledge
8 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Wednesday-Friday
8 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3-8 

p.m. Saturday
8 a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday

(517) 731-6131

TOP 5 LATE-NIGHT FOOD SPOTS

Based on your votes in City Pulse’s 2023 
Top of the Town contest. Bon appétit!

1. Conrad’s Grill – both locations
No-frills eateries off ering a wide variety of 
wraps, plus fried sides
See conradsgrill.com for locations, hours 
and phone numbers

2. Crunchy’s
Watering hole in old-school digs famous for
burgers, buckets of beer and karaoke
254 W. Grand River Ave., East Lansing

517-351-2506
crunchyseastlansing.com
11 a.m.-midnight Sunday-Wednesday
11 a.m.-1 a.m. Thursday-Saturday

3. Fleetwood Diner
Retro diner serving homemade breakfast,
lunch and dinner items, including 
vegetarian and vegan options 
2211 S. Cedar St., Lansing
517-267-7606
thefl eetwooddiner.com
Open 24 hours

4. Pizza House
Roomy pizzeria serving deep-dish pies and 
other Italian eats
4790 Hagadorn Road, East Lansing
517-336-0033
pizzahouse.com
10:30 a.m.-4 a.m. daily

5. Taco Bell – all locations
Fast-food chain off ering Mexican-inspired 
fare such as tacos, burritos and nachos
See tacobell.com for locations, hours and 
phone numbers

TOP 5
DINING GUIDE
THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED 

BY CITY PULSE READERS
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“natural” far-left wing of food. She 
lived on whole grains, carob, nuts and 
beans. Her archenemy was sugar.

I wondered if this diet had some-
thing to do with the fact that Joan’s 
kids were as tough as superheroes. 
They would jump off the roof for 
fun and could cover long distances 
through the woods, sometimes pop-
ping out near a gas station that sold 
candy.

Years later, I found myself with a 
Concord grape plant of my own and, 
as luck had it, a home seltzer maker. 
Suddenly, I had all the spicy grape 
juice I cared to drink, which was a 
uniquely satisfying feeling. Nowa-

days, I use Joan’s mix as a base for ex-
ploring more complex combinations 
of sweet, sour and spicy.

My current spicy grape juice rec-
ipe includes lemon and grapefruit 
juice as well, which add extra shades 
of tartness. Grapefruit is also bit-
ter, a flavor that, like sourness and 
spiciness, softens with a little sweet-
ness. I like to add spearmint, which 
has a sweet flavor, and rose petals 
when available. The petals provide  
a beautiful scent while you drink, a 
reminder to smell those roses while 
you can because summer won’t wait. 
And this is one of the best ways to 
enjoy it. Whether you take your spicy 
grape juice mixed, spiked or straight, 
the bubbles and acid will help you 
squeeze every drop of summer onto 
the melting ice cubes of life.

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

O

Best 
Food 
Truck

Best 
Food 
Truck

Best 
Food 
Truck

BetterHealthMarket.com

EAST LANSING 
(Frandor) Across from Frandor Mall 

305 N Clippert Ave  
517-332-6892

Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-9pm
 Sun 10am-7pm

LANSING
6235 West Saginaw Hwy 

517-323-9186
Hours: 

Mon-Sat 9am-8pm
Sun 11am-6pm

Honest, Delicious & Simple Ingredients
Sustainably Farmed & Thoughtfully-Sourced

GET TRIPLE POINTS 
THRU 6/20/24

WALLET WALLET 
FRIENDLY!FRIENDLY!

Executive Driver Needed- Part Time. To 
perform professional driver duties and 
delivery in a timely and professional 
manner. We have multiple part-time and 
full-time shifts available and hours are 
flexible. Previous delivery experience is not 
required. The ideal candidate is described 
as an individual who takes pride in their 
driving and is dedicated to providing 
superior customer service. Contact
(Alessiacruz45@gmail.com )

Flash
from page 53

Courtesy of Ari LeVaux 

Spicy grape juice, a mix of grape juice and 
carbonated water, hits the spot on a hot 
day like a jump in the lake.

Bubbles and roses
Rose petals aren’t essential to the 

architecture of this drink, so don’t 
sweat it if you can’t find any. But if 
you know of a rose bush that hasn’t 
been sprayed, go ahead and pick a 
few — with permission if necessary. 
Just be sure to use a straw so the 
petals don’t end up in your mouth.

If you can’t find spearmint, use 
the sweetest mint available. If you 
wish to add booze, I suggest limon-
cello or another citrus liqueur.

Serves six
Two lemons, one juiced and one 
sliced
One grapefruit, half juiced and 
half sliced
Six sprigs spearmint
Petals of a rose (optional)
1 quart grape juice
1 quart seltzer
Divide the lemon and grapefruit 

juice among six glasses. Add a sprig 
of mint to each glass. Layer the ice 
cubes, rose petals and thin slices 
of fruit in each glass, then add the 
grape juice. Finally, add the bubbly 
to each glass slowly so it stays on top 
and doesn’t mix until you want it to. 
Serve during a hot summer after-
noon.
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NO PAYMENTSNO PAYMENTS
Summer of

Offer begins at midnight ET 6/1/24 and ends 11:59 p.m. ET on 8/31/24 for accounts in good standing. If deferral 
is set up during the loan process, principal or interest payments are not required for 90 days from the date of 
loan funding. Interest will accrue, and the original loan termination date will be extended three months. Offer 
valid 6/1/24 - 8/31/24. Offer not valid on leases , MI Saves, and internal refinances on existing MSUFCU loans.

Hit the open road with no payments for 90 days when you 
finance your new vehicle with MSUFCU!

Our auto loans feature: 
•  Flexible terms
•  No prepayment penalties
•  No application fees 

Plus, get preapproved in less than 20 minutes.

Whether it’s a weekend drive, a day at the beach, or a 
well-deserved vacation, enjoy your summer adventure 
in a new ride — and keep more money in your pocket.

Hurry! This offer ends August 31, 2024.

Take a Break for 90 Days!

800-678-4968  I  msufcu.org/auto90  I  Visit any branch

Scan QR code for more information 
or visit msufcu.org/auto90.

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION
EFFECTIVE

MEDIATION

Sweeten your
self-care with

Sylvia’s Sudsery!

223 South Washington Square
Sylviassudsery@gmail.com

    

sylviassudsery.com 

 Sylvia’s Sudsery, LLC

@sylviassudsery

Tuesday - Saturday 10am to 7pm

Alan Fox
Ingham County Treasurer

Alan FoxAlan Fox
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I say too much at times. But I only speak the 
truth. Be afraid or be valiant. Sometimes our 

knight is the one we �ght o� most, only to realize 
too late that they were the one �ghting for us. 

WENDORF
RICK

~Dr. Rick Wendorf. ‘24


