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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

At long last, Beitler may get to buy City Hall for a hotel
Michigan State Uni-

versity alum John Paul 
Beitler remembers his 
undergrad years as when 
his interest in architec-
ture flourished, paving 
the way for a successful 
career as a Chicago de-
veloper.

Now president of Beit-
ler Real Estate Services, 
the 1967 graduate has 
long eyed a passion proj-
ect: turning Lansing’s 
City Hall into a hotel.

Beitler tried to pur-
chase it in 2017 after 
then Mayor Virg Ber-
nero selected his plan 
from several proposals 
because it would save 
the landmark mid-cen-
tury-modern building. 
But after taking over in 2018, Andy 
Schor put it on hold because the Ber-
nero proposal for a new city hall did 
not accommodate police and courts. 
However, voters approved a $175 mil-
lion bond issue, including a public 
safety building on Washington Ave-
nue, clearing the way for Schor to give 
Beitler a green light after announcing 
plans for a new city hall.

Now, it is up to the City Council, 
whic will decide on a $2.78 million 
purchase pact on July 22.

Judging by the lack of public op-
position at Monday’s public hearing, 
Beitler may finally see his dream come 
true.

The only public comment was from 
a Council regular, Loretta Stanaway, 
who cited the “ridiculously low price.”

“We need an outside, independent, 
unbiased current assessment of the 
value,” Stanaway said, “because if it 
were just a hole in the ground with no 
building on it, it would be worth more 
than what we’re getting offered.”

The building was appraised under 
Bernero for $4.2 million in 2015 and 
then $3.5 million in 2021 before sink-
ing to $2.78 million last year.

Schor said earlier that in the last 
nine years, “this building has signifi-
cantly deteriorated. So, it’s not a huge 
surprise that the appraisal is a lot 

less.” He cited asbestos removal as one 
of the challenges the Beitler stands to 
inherit if the sale is approved by the 
Council.

Council members have raised ques-
tions about the difference in appraisal 
results, but none have indicated op-
position to the plan because of it.

Beitler and his son, John Paul Be-
itler III, attended the public hearing 
but did not speak. They also declined 
an interview.

They said their piece on June 24, 
when they presented their vision of 
transforming the space into a 183-
room hotel to the Committee of the 
Whole.

Beitler explained how in the 1960s 
he first became acquainted with the 
126,575 square-foot, 10-story build-
ing while working at the former Jack 
Tar Hotel, now the state’s George W. 
Romney Building, across Michigan 
Avenue. 

Then, the 1958 building was less 
than a decade old. Beitler said he’d 
marvel at the architectural prowess 
of local designers Lee and Kenneth 
Black. He called it “an architectural 
wonder and statement.”

“It was beautiful and something 
Lansing had never seen before,” Beit-
ler said. “It has an architectural her-
itage that is the cornerstone of the 

city’s buildings downtown, and I don’t 
want to see a wrecking ball knock it 
down — not even one stone.”

If Council approves, Beitler would 
purchase the building “as is” and with-
out any financial incentives attached, 
meaning the city would retain 100% 
of the property taxes. The hotel would 
also include a third-party restaurant, 
meeting rooms, a pool, fitness center 
and street-level retail space. 

In buying and renovating the dilap-
idated property, Beitler said he wants 
to “reposition” it as a “revenue genera-
tor” for the city and local economy. 

The sale would work in tandem 
with the development timeline for 
the new, $40 million city hall at the 
corner of Grand Avenue and Lenawee 
Street, now a municipal parking lot. 
Designs are expected around Decem-
ber, followed by a 14-month construc-
tion process ending in February 2026. 

Under the purchase agreement, the 
Beitler team would close on the sale 
within 60 days after city employees 
move in. Beitler’s anticipated comple-
tion date is April 2027.

Beitler III, the company’s vice pres-
ident, said the property “may not be 
efficient for a modern office building” 
but that it was “almost ideal” for a ho-
tel. 

“With a diverse population and a 

diverse source of uses, you have the 
drivers that a hotel needs to live on 
year-round,” Beitler III said. “And 
while another building may require 
demolition, this does not.”

The purchase would include the 60 
underground parking spaces, with 
Beitler hoping to lease another 100 
spots for valet service in a nearby city 
lot.

Schor noted that Beitler also “vol-
unteered” a stipulation in the pur-
chase agreement to preserve Leonard 
Jungwirth’s sculpture on the build-
ing’s west side after renovation.

The proposal has garnered letters 
of support from Choose Lansing 
president Julie Pingston, local devel-
oper Patrick Gillespie and downtown 
hotelier Patrick Perry, the general 
manager of the DoubleTree by Hilton 
since it opened last fall in the former 
Radisson, 111 N. Grand Ave.

“I have observed an increasing de-
mand for hotel rooms that far exceeds 
our current capacity,” Perry wrote in 
a letter he sent to Council on July 1. 
“This shortage of rooms not only af-
fects our ability to accommodate visi-
tors but also has broader implications 
for the local economy. By addressing 
this need, we can ensure that our city 
continues to thrive.”

— TYLER SCHNEIDER

Raymond Hot for City Pulse

John Paul Beitler (right) and his son, John Paul Beitler III, 
at Monday’s public hearing on their plan to convert the 
current Lansing City Hall into a hotel.

Courtesy Beitler Real Estate Services

A rendering of the Beitler plan.
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

U of M Health-Sparrow president 
Margaret Dimond agreed to meet with a 
group of residents and elected officials 
who support saving old Eastern High 
School, which the health system wants to 
tear down for a 120-bed, $97.2 million 
mental-health facility. Dimond said U of 
M rejected reusing the landmark building 
because it would cost “tens of millions more” 
than a new one. Meanwhile, Lansing City 
Council unanimously approved a resolution 
calling on U of M to preserve the building and auditorium on 
Pennsylvania Avenue as well as build the facility. To read more, 
go to www.lansingcitypulse.com.

Shelbi Frayer resigned as Lansing’s dep-
uty mayor to consult and spend more time 
with her children, the city said. The city’s 
information technology director, Christopher 
Mumby, will serve in the same role but with 
the title of chief administrative officer, while 
continuing in his current job. Frayer was chief 
strategy officer in 2019 and 2020, left for two 

years, then returned to work as deputy mayor in 2022. 

Joseph Ketchum, 26, of Lansing, was 
charged Monday with 48 felony counts, 
including first-degree criminal sexual 
conduct, child pornographic activity and 
felony firearm possession. He is being 
held without bond after arraignment in 54A 
District Court, following an investigation by 
the Michigan State Police Computer Crimes 
Unit and the Internet Crimes Against Chil-
dren Task Force based on cyber tips from the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children. An evidence hearing was 
tentatively set for July 26.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
elevated Eaton County 
District Judge Kelly Mor-
ton to the circuit court and 
named and Adrianne Van 
Langevelde to replace her.
Morton replaces retiring 
Circuit Judge John Maurer 
Their partial terms expire 

Jan. 1, 2027. Both were prosecutors who once specialized in do-
mestic violence cases and received law degrees from MSU. Van 
Langevelde has been a member of the Michigan Parole Board 
since 2020 and worked as an assistant prosecutor in Eaton and 
Mecosta counties.

Amber Nicole Sperbeck, 26, and Michael James Craig, 
42, were arraigned on 39 counts 
each of mail theft and one count 
each of improper possession of 
an absentee ballot. Sperbeck is 
charged as a second-time mail theft 
offender. Both are facing a maxi-
mum of five years. A $50,000 cash 
bond was set for both.  Responding to a larceny-of-mail com-

plaint, Eaton County sheriff ’s deputies claimed they found more 
than 1,000 pieces of mail in the suspects’ vehicle.

The Ingham County Pros-
ecutor’s Office has filed juve-
nile petitions against four mi-
nors for aggravated assault 
against two gay students at 
the MSU library. The minors 
were unnamed because of their 
ages. The State News report-
ed that the two alleged victims, who were boyfriends, said they 
were studying when the youths insulted their appearance before 
assaulting them. The two men said they spent nine hours in the 
emergency room for a fractured finger and other injuries. One 
said his earring was pushed into his ear.

Avelo Airlines has discontin-
ued flights from Capital Region-
al International Airport after 
two years. It flew winter flights 
to Orlando and Fort Myers, Fla., 
but the routes were unprofit-
able, Avelo’s spokesman told 

the Lansing State Journal. Breeze Airways, however, will begin 
nonstop wintertime service to the same Florida cities, said Ni-
cole Noll-Williams, president and CEO of Capital Region Air-
port Authority.

Six small Greater Lansing communities are receiv-
ing $11,000 to $25,000 from the Lansing Economic Area 
Partnership (LEAP) Small Town 
Enhancement Grant Program. Di-
mondale, Leslie, Maple Rapids, Ovid, 
Stockbridge and Vermontville were 
chosen based on creativity, communi-
ty impact, cost, letters of support and 
collaboration.

A 92-year-old Lansing man has won 
$434,105 in the Michigan Lottery’s Lucky 
7s Fast Cash game. The player, who re-
mained anonymous, bought the winning 
tickets at the Sunoco station on Migaldi 
Lane in Delta Township. He said he won $50 
on one ticket and matched number 59 with 
the “Jackpot” underneath on the other. He 
said he knew he’d won the jackpot when he 

was instructed to file a claim at the Lottery office.

Public safety

A 51-year-old Lansing man and a 45-year-old Delhi Town-
ship woman were seriously injured after the truck he was driv-
ing struck two parked vehicles Friday on Dell Road between 
Aurelius Road and Brigantine Drive. The injuries were not 
life-threatening, and neither of the parked vehicles were oc-
cupied. … An Ingham County sheriff ’s deputy was struck by a 
firework intentionally launched at him while responding to a 
fireworks complaint in Delhi Township Wednesday. The pro-
jectile bounced off the deputy’s chest before it exploded, and he 
escaped serious injury. 

COMPILED BY STEVE UNDERWOOD FROM LOCAL NEWS SOURCES

401 Leslie St., Lansing

This 1,296 square-foot, 
three-bedroom home has stood in 
Lansing’s eastside neighborhood 
since 1916. Today, it’s red-tagged 
and features a front porch with 
peeling paint and a deteriorating 
foundation. Owner Mike Pen-
ta bought it from Geraldine and 
Harlan Stoin for $32,000 in June 
2020, a month after the city ticket-
ed them for lacking a proper rental 
certificate. The citations continued 
under Penta’s ownership. In Au-
gust. 2022, the city declared the 
property unsafe for habitation and 
fined Penta $465. Code compli-
ance added another $1,389 in fines 
for trash last July, plus $150 for 
an unkempt lawn on May 20. In-
gham County Treasurer Alan Fox 
confirmed that property taxes had 
been paid through 2022. Accord-
ing to the Assessor’s Office, Penta 
owns at least two other red-tagged 
Lansing houses, at 815 Prospect 
and 1223 Hickory streets. Efforts 
to reach Penta for comment were 
unsuccessful.  

— TYLER SCHNEIDER
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our weekly look at 
some of the seedier properties in Lansing. It 
rotates with Public Art, by Bill Castanier. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.
com  or call in a nomination at 517-999-5061.
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B/25/004 ROCK SALT CONVEYOR RENTAL for the Public Service Department-Operations 
& Maintenance as per the specifications provided by the City of Lansing. The City of Lansing 
will accept bids at The City of Lansing, Purchasing Office, 124 W. Michigan Ave. 3rd Floor, 
Lansing, Michigan 48933 or electronically submitted thru MITN Site (www.Mitn.Info) until 
2PM local time in effect on JULY 22, 2024. Complete specifications and forms required to 
submit bids are available by contacting Marilyn Chick at (517) 483-4282, or 
Marilyn.chick@lansingmi.gov or go to www.mitn.info. The City of Lansing encourages bids 
from All Vendors Including MBE/WBE Vendors and Lansing-Based Businesses. 

CP#24-579

B/25/003 SNIPER RIFLE AMMUNITION FY25 for the Lansing Police Department as per the 
specifications provided by the City of Lansing. The City of Lansing will accept bids at The City of Lansing, 
Purchasing Office, 124 W. Michigan Ave. 3rd Floor, Lansing, Michigan 48933 or electronically submitted thru MITN 
Site (www.Mitn.Info) until 2PM local time in effect on JULY 22, 2024. Complete specifications and forms required 
to submit bids are available by contacting Marilyn Chick at (517) 483-4282, or Marilyn.chick@lansingmi.gov or go 
to www.mitn.info. The City of Lansing encourages bids from All Vendors Including MBE/WBE Vendors and 
Lansing-Based Businesses. 

CP#24-580

By CHRISTINA CANFIELD
(The writer has lived in the Lansing 

area for over 35 years. She worked for 
the state Legislature and for the Mich-
igan Education Association.)

In spring 2016, my family was at a 
breaking point. Our daughter, Sarah, 
was in her senior year of high school 
and had been struggling 
with a severe eating disor-
der. Despite the efforts of 
several wonderful doctors 
here in Lansing, she wasn’t 
getting any better. It be-
came clear that if some-
thing didn’t change, Sarah 
might not make it. We 
were watching our youngest 
child wither away, completely outside 
of our control.

That’s when her pediatrician rec-
ommended an intensive, partial hos-
pitalization eating disorder treatment 

program. The closest option was at 
the University of Michigan C.S. Mott 
Children’s Hospital in Ann Arbor. 
The program required Sarah to spend 
eight hours a day in the hospital, five 
days a week, with mandatory parental 
attendance every day. On top of the 
program, we spent up to three hours 

in the car daily commuting 
from East Lansing, depending 
on construction traffic.

This program was worth 
it all because it saved Sar-
ah’s life. She’s now a happy, 
successful adult, and I am 
immensely grateful for the 
treatment she received. But 

that’s not to say it didn’t take a 
toll on our family. Eleven-hour 

days are almost impossible to manage 
when you already feel like you’re fall-
ing apart. Yet, without sufficient be-
havioral health services and resources 
in Lansing, this is what we ask of 

families like mine who are experienc-
ing the worst crisis of their lives.

And my family was one of the lucky 
ones. I am acutely aware of how 
blessed we were to be able to take 
advantage of U of M’s program. My 
job was extremely accommodating to 
my schedule. We had a reliable car to 
drive to and from Ann Arbor every 
day. My husband had retired, and in 
addition to attending the program 
every day, he took care of preparing 
many of the special meals we needed. 
Our son, who had already graduated 
from college, did everything he could 
to support us.

These circumstances allowed us to 
invest nearly all our time in Sarah’s 
treatment. But what happens to 
families in Lansing dealing with be-
havioral health challenges who aren’t 
as fortunate? What happens to the 
people who can’t access these critical 
resources when their child is in crisis?

Sarah’s story is just one example of 
why it’s so crucial to have comprehen-
sive, adolescent behavioral health ser-
vices available locally here in Lansing. 
I saw firsthand how these services are 
quite literally lifesaving for someone 
struggling with their mental health 
— and how under-resourced our area 
is today. Local resources, like U of M 
Health-Sparrow’s planned behavior-
al health facility in Lansing, would 
immensely impact and help meet the 
profound need for these services.  

When someone in your family is 
experiencing a mental health crisis, 
access to local care makes everything 
just a little bit easier in an already 
exceptionally difficult situation. If 
we truly want to help friends and 
neighbors grappling with serious — 
possibly life-threatening — mental 
health issues, we need to bring more 
vital behavioral health care resources 
into our community.

By MARY OLDS TOSHACH
(The writer is president of Preser-

vation Lansing and holds master’s 
degrees in historic preservation and 
urban and regional planning from 
Ball State University. She is also a 
University of Michigan alumna. She is 
a Committee to Preserve Historic and 
Promote Mental Health member.)

Preservation Lansing and the Com-
mittee to Preserve Eastern 
High and Promote Mental 
Health applaud University of 
Michigan Health-Sparrow for 
the desire to construct a be-
havioral health facility on the 
property that includes historic 
Eastern High School. 

However, retention of our 
historic school and neighborhood 
character are also essential for the 
physical environment and “mental 
health” of the city.

The original sale to Sparrow 
Hospital included a clause stating: 
“Purchaser shall develop a plan, which 
in Purchaser’s reasonable discretion 

protects and preserves the historical 
value of the Property.” 

U of M would benefit from engag-
ing the surrounding community in 
discussion and providing opportu-
nities for alumni and others to have 
input on the structure’s future.

Hospitals have had a reputation 
nationwide of willfully destroying 
neighborhoods while developing their 
campuses. This has also led to neigh-

borhood blight and loss 
of economic value. While, 
for many reasons, pulling 
services into one area is 
important, there is also 
a viable argument for re-
specting the neighborhood 
environment and integrat-
ing these services within.

Many urban hospitals are 
landlocked, but not U of M 

Health-Sparrow’s Michigan Avenue 
campus. It has the advantage of the 
18 acres of land and old Eastern 
High School that it acquired from the 
Lansing School District and a vacated 
street to utilize.

This offers U of M the opportu-
nity to develop a creative plan that 
incorporates the new facility and an 
enlarged Emergency Services facility, 
which is apparently also under consid-
eration, while retaining the memora-
ble landmark Pennsylvania Avenue 
classroom building and auditorium 
for a variety of services, including 
medical offices, community services 
and education, and more.  

While costs may be higher, the 
benefits are much greater, including 
the environmental impact of demo-
lition and the cost of demolishing a 
reinforced concrete frame structure. 
And we cannot stress strongly enough 
the appreciation from those who 
attended and love old Eastern High 
School, those who attend the new 
Eastern High School, residents of the 
surrounding neighborhood and the 
broader Lansing community.

Eastern High School is one of 
Lansing’s most historic and architec-
turally significant schools.  Designed 
by Pond & Pond architects (brothers 
who were U of M grads), it reflects the 

cultural environment and architectur-
al styles of the 1920s. The automobile 
was becoming the primary industry 
in reapidly growing Lansing, requir-
ing new schools for new neighbor-
hoods.   Eastern has graduated tens 
of thousands of students, who share 
a common connection through this 
building.

The retention of our historic built 
environment provides us with a feel-
ing of stability, memories and a sense 
of place.  Since the pandemic, studies 
are looking at the connection between 
historic structures and urban environ-
ments and mental health. See https://
www.urbandesignmentalhealth.com/
blog/spontaneous-fantasy-the-rela-
tionship-between-urban-historic-en-
vironments-and-mental-health.

For that and the other reasons I’ve 
outlined, we ask U of M Health-Spar-
row and the Board of Regents, 
which will ultimately decide, to join 
the Committee to Preserve Historic 
Eastern and Promote Mental Health 
in finding a progressive solution in the 
best interest of both our goals

Lansing residents deserve local life-saving mental health care

For Lansing’s mental health, save historic Eastern High School

Opinion

Opinion
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Is he out yet? Is she in yet? 
Why doesn’t he get out? Why doesn’t 

she get in? 
You know whom 

I’m talking about: our 
sporadically functional 
president and our am-
bitious governor.  

Yes, we’re talking 
about the Democratic 
presidential nomina-
tion. Yes, President 
Joe Biden won nearly every delegate 
through the primaries and caucuses. 
No, he doesn’t officially win the nomi-
nation until those delegates vote at the 
Aug. 19-22 convention in Chicago. 

If Biden declines to run, they will 
pick someone else. If he accepts the 
nomination, Biden’s name will appear 
on all 50 states’ ballots. 

As for Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, she’s 
stepped up her shadow 2028 presi-
dential run with a perfectly timed book 
about how relatable and politically 
sharp she is.  

She’s going to Santa Monica, Mar-
tha’s Vineyard, Seattle — where influ-
ential rich people live — this summer 
to (hopefully) meet such folks. Maybe 
they’ll buy her book, but that’s almost 
secondary to the first objective. 

Let’s ask the question again until we 
get the answer we want. “Is he out yet?” 

The answer is still no, despite that 
dreadful debate performance. 

Unfortunately for him, we can’t 
unhear the incoherent mutters or unsee 
the blank stares. A solid week of debate 
prep produced that sad, mortifying and 
cringy performance.  

Sigh.  
How can anyone seriously chant 

“FOUR MORE YEARS” after that 
Weekend at Bernie’s-like spectacle? 
Donald Trump at least commanded a 
presence with his nauseating barrage 
of bravado, hyperbole and overstate-
ments. 

This wasn’t an isolated incident, 
folks. Read the official White House 
transcripts of Biden’s public appear-
ances. Facts are routinely corrected. It’s 
rare to read complete sentences with 
one coherent thought when he goes off 
script. 

As you watched, who did you wish 
was at the podium exposing Trump as 
the emperor with no clothes? Michelle 
Obama? Gavin Newsom? Elissa Slot-
kin? Uncle Jim? Yourself? 

How about that That Woman From 
Michigan?  

Why should Whitmer wait four more 

years? Democrats need a strong female 
governor from a swing state now.  

Is he out yet?  
Obviously, no, not yet. The stubborn 

elderly gentleman — propped up by 
a family and paid political operatives 
who personally benefit from his am-
bitions — has another month to see if 
things change.  

Will the drumbeat among donors 
and elected officials die away after he 
pulls off some better public appearanc-
es? Will some other seismic event turn 
voters’ minds away from that train-
wreck of a debate? 

Everyone riding Biden’s gravy train is 
praying for a “yes” to such questions.

On July 9, 2020, the Real Clear 
Politics average in Michigan had Biden 
up 7.5 percentage points in Michigan. 
On July 8, 2024, Trump was up by a 
slim 0.6%. 

I know. You don’t trust polls, but 
politicians trust them, and Biden isn’t 
winning this one or any other one 
where it matters.  

He hasn’t been for a while. 
What’s changing by October when 

people start voting? Trump getting 
caught paying off an adult film star? 
Four different indictments? Thirty-four 
felony convictions? Passively encour-
aging a gang of yahoos to storm the 
Capitol in his name? 

Seriously. What changes this script 
but a new character? 

There are some answers to questions 
you can’t take back in politics. 

Biden can say “I’m in” 100 times, but 
the moment he says, “I’m out,” there’s 
no turning back. It’s over. He’s done. 

Same with Whitmer. She can keep 
playing hard-to-get until Aug. 19. 
There’s no downside to it. To the con-
trary. The more Whitmer says “I’m out,” 
the more voters want the answer to be 
“I’m in.” Keep the chase alive. 

Let’s say Biden is out. A split conven-
tion could be irreversibly stuck between 
Kamala Harris and Gavin Newsom.  

The Democrats — or the country — 
might need a compromise candidate! 

Whitmer couldn’t refuse the nomina-
tion if the delegates said yes to her as a 
compromise candidate. 

It’s all possible. Until it’s not possible, 
the questions won’t stop. 

Is he out yet? Is she in yet? 
(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol 

news service MIRS at melinnky@
gmail.com.)

POLITICS

We’ll keep asking the same questions
until we get the answers we want 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF
CAPITAL AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY’S

REVISED FISCAL 2023 PROGRAM OF CAPITAL PROJECTS

Capital Area Transportation Authority hereby provides notice to the public and to pri-
vate providers of its proposed fiscal 2023 program of capital projects, which has been 
revised. The FY23 proposed capital list of projects was modified following consultation 
with CATA’s funding partners, the Federal Transit Administration and Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation.
Section 5307 Formula Funding

Item Federal 
Share

Total Grant
Budget

Large Buses 40’ Replacement $5,600,000 $7,000,000 
Less than 30’ Replacement Bus $384,729 $480,911 
Facility – A & E Design (Admin, Maintenance, 
Storage) $120,000 $150,000 

IT Hardware $436,400 $545,500 
Mobile Fare Collection Equipment $400,000 $500,000 
Support Vehicle Replacement $400,000 $500,000 
Facility Improvements (Admin, Maintenance, 
Storage) $800,000 $1,000,000 

Consultant Services $120,000 $150,000 
Planning $400,000 $500,000

TOTAL $8,661,129 $10,826,411

Section 5339 Formula Funding

Item Federal 
Share

Total Grant
Budget

Replacement Vans – Rural Service $384,000 $480,000
Replacement Vans – Urban Service $388,966 $486,208

TOTAL $772,966 $966,208

Section 5310 Formula Funding

Item Federal 
Share

Total Grant
Budget

Less Than 30’ Replacement Bus $244,537 $305,671
Construct Pedestrian Access/Walkways $200,076 $250,095

TOTAL $444,613 $555,766

CMAQ Formula Funding

Item Federal 
Share

Total Grant
Budget

Clean Commute Program $100,000 $100,000
Public Education Efforts $100,000 $125,000

TOTAL $200,000 $225,000
The proposed program of projects will constitute the final program of projects if there are 
no changes. Additional details on the proposed fiscal 2023 program of capital projects 
are available for public inspection at CATA’s Administration Building, 4615 Tranter St., 
Lansing, MI 48910.

Written comments on the program of projects or written requests for a public hearing to 
review the application must be received by 5 p.m. July 30, 2024. If a hearing is request-
ed, notice of the scheduled date, time and location will be provided at least 10 days in 
advance.

Submittals should be sent to CAPITAL AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY, FY 
2023 Revised Program of Projects, Attn: Planning and Development Department, 4615 
Tranter Street, Lansing, MI 48910 or via email to: marketing@cata.org.

CP#24-567

STATE OF MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT, INGHAM COUNTY, NOTICE TO CREDITORS, 
Decedent’s Estate, Case No. 24-000485-DE-P33. Estate of Oliver Francis Barnes – Date of 
Birth: 06-29-42. NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The decedent, Oliver Francis Barnes  died 
3-20-24. Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the estate will be forever 
barred unless presented to Evelyn Barnes, personal representative, or to both the probate 
court at 313 West Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 48933, 517-483-6300, and the personal 
representative within 4 months after the date of publication of this notice, 07/10/2024. 
Personal representative: Evelyn Barnes, 3709 Jerree St., Lansing, MI 48911, 517-763-2245.

CP#24-577
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Tim Russ beams into Lansing for Capital City Comic Con
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

By KURT ANTHONY KRUG
More people know Tim Russ from 

his five-second scene in 1987’s “Space-
balls” than his seven seasons as Tuvok 
in “Star Trek: Voyager,” which ran 
from 1995 to 2001.

He played the trooper who shouts, 
“We ain’t found shit!” while literal-
ly “combing” the desert with a giant 
Afro comb in director Mel Brooks’ 
science-fiction parody.

“It was a day’s worth of work. It was 
great working with (Brooks). I forgot 
about it after that. The check cleared, 
and we’re on our way,” Russ recalled. 
“Then, 30 years later, it becomes a 
bloody cult classic, and so does that 
moment in the movie and that line!”

Russ will appear at Capital City 
Comic Con on Saturday (July 13) and 
Sunday (July 14) at the Lansing Cen-
ter as one of the two headline guests 
(Adrian Pasdar of “Heroes” is the oth-
er, along with several pro wrestlers, 
voiceover actors and comic creators). 
Based in Los Angeles, this marks his 
first time in Lansing.

Russ, who’s also a musician and 
will have CDs for sale at his booth, is 
looking forward to the convention. 
He said events like this remind him of 
“how enthusiastic fans have been” for 
“Voyager.” 

“Lately, some of them have watched 
it for the first time, so it’s crazy because 
it’s been on for such a long time,” he 
said. “The show has legs. It’s interest-
ing hearing the perspectives of those 
who just started watching the show, 
rather than the fans who’ve been mar-
inating in it for 20 to 30 years.”

There are no rules in showbiz, 
and they’re strictly adhered to, Russ 
pointed out. 

“There’s nothing 
about this business 
that makes any sense 
whatsoever,” he said. 
“There simply isn’t. It’s 
an art form, it’s subjec-
tive, and it’s unpredict-
able — that’s just the 
way it is. You’ll never 
be able to pin it down, 
it’s never set in stone, it 
just does what it does. We’re along for 
the ride.”  

He compared showbiz to alchemy. 
“It’s putting all these pure elements 

together, and if you’re lucky, it’ll turn 

out to be gold or dia-
mond,” he said. “You 
can’t predict how it’ll 
turn out, you can’t pre-
dict what will happen, 
and you can’t predict 
what the path will be.”

Born in Washington, 
D.C., Russ spent the 
majority of his child-
hood abroad while 
his father served in 
the U.S. Air Force. He 
completed high school 
at Rome Free Academy 
in upstate New York, 
where he took acting 
classes and performed 
in musicals, which he 
found “exhilarating.” 
He earned his bache-
lor’s degree in theater 
arts from St. Edward’s 
University in Austin, 
Texas, and completed 
graduate coursework 
at Illinois State Univer-
sity.  

“When I came to 
L.A., I decided to pur-
sue film and TV rath-
er than going to New 
York to pursue stage,” 
he said. “Mostly, it was 
financial. Working in 
film and television, I’m 
able to support my-
self much easier than 
I would’ve been trying 
to work on stage. It 
would’ve been equally 
competitive, but the 
payoff is bigger here.” 

Russ, whose first regular TV role 
was in the short-lived 
1988 series “The High-
wayman,” auditioned for 
the roles of Geordi La 
Forge on “Star Trek: The 
Next Generation” and Dr. 
Julian Bashir on “Star 
Trek: Deep Space Nine.” 
(The roles went to Le-
Var Burton and Alexan-
der Siddig, respectively). 

He appeared on various “Star Trek” 
shows as different characters before 
landing the role of Tuvok, the Vulcan 
security chief on “Voyager.”

In the show, the titular starship, 

commanded by Capt. Kathryn Jan-
eway (Kate Mulgrew), attempts to 
return home to the Alpha quadrant 
after being stranded in the Delta 
quadrant on the far side of the galaxy. 

“Kate is amazing. It’s challenging to 
work with Kate. You better be on top 
of your lines because she never makes 
any mistakes with her dialogue. And 
I mean ever,” Russ said, laughing. 
“You have to have it together when 
you have a scene with her. Otherwise, 
you’ll be the only one holding up the 
whole process. She’s very much the 
consummate professional. I enjoyed 
working with her.” 

He said “business” attract-
ed him to the role of Tuvok. 

“It was about the gig. 
I knew there was a good 
chance the series would stay 
on for several years,” he said. 
“You can work 100 gigs, but 
it’s always tricky — finan-
cially and career-wise — be-
cause those roles come and 
go. If you can get a project 
that’ll be on awhile, you’ll get 
not only what you make on 
the show, but also what you 
make in residuals for years 
after the show’s over.”

He also spoke about what 
makes Tuvok so popular. 

“Vulcans are always pop-
ular because they’re juxta-
posed to humans, human 
conditions and human emo-
tions. People like to watch 
that interaction, see the hu-
mans tweak him whenever 
they can. They want to see 
them get a rise out of him 
and see his reaction to some-
thing, even if it’s very little,” 
he explained. “Vulcans sup-
press their emotions, while 
humans don’t. That’s what 
people are fascinated by. 
They like this character who 
can control his feelings and 
emotions so specifically and 
so well, while humans can-
not.”

In 2023, Russ reprised his 
role as Tuvok, now a captain, 
on the final season of “Star 
Trek: Picard.” He believed he 
was a better fit for Tuvok than 

Geordi or Bashir, noting those roles 
“had a lot of techno-speak, which I’m 
not interested in.” 

“I wasn’t interested in it then, and 
I’m not interested in it today — for any 
show. It does nothing for me,” he said.

Next year, “Voyager” will celebrate 
its 30th anniversary.

“Time marches on inexorably,” Russ 
said. “It doesn’t feel like 30 years, 
doesn’t seem like 30 years, except for 
the fact that I can’t remember most of 
what I did, and that’s because it’s been 
30 years! Most of it has evaporated 
by now. I can only remember bits and 
pieces. It almost seems like another 
lifetime to me.”  

Courtesy photo

Tim Russ, known for his role as Tuvok in “Star Trek: Voyager” and 
his brief cameo in the science-fiction parody film “Spaceballs,” 
among other roles, will appear at Capital City Comic Con on 
Saturday (July 13) and Sunday (July 14).

Capital City Comic Con
3-8 p.m. Friday, July 12
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, July 13
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, July 14
Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
$15-$50 (children 14 and under 
free)
capcitycomiccon.com
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Lansing is a prime spot to celebrate 710

Please help City Pulse help the 
Ingham County Animal Shelter. Call 
Publisher Berl Schwartz at 
(517) 999-5061 or email him at 
publisher@lansingcitypulse.com
with "pet adoption" in the subject line.
You’ll be helping City Pulse and the 
shelter at the same time. 

A WIN-WIN

The next pet adoption ad appears on July 17
Call by July 12 to be included.

For 20 years, City Pulse has donated hundreds of 
dollars a year to the Ingham County Animal 
Shelter thanks to pet adoption ads sponsored by 
our readers. Thank you! 
Won’t you join them in 2024? An ad is $35, and $6 
goes to the shelter so it can do its important work 
in placing dogs and cats in permanent homes. 

By CHRIS SILVA
Happy heady holiday, fellow pot-

heads! Today (June 10) marks an-
other stoner cultural event: 710, 
a celebration of cannabis concen-
trates. When rotated 180 degrees, 
710 spells out “OIL”; it’s also the 
temperature early dabbers would 
take their hits of concentrate at 
(RIP my lungs).  

Much like 420, this set of num-
bers has become both a designated 
time of day to smoke concentrates 
and a singular holiday. If you read 
this week’s issue of City Pulse or al-
most any other outlet that allows 
cannabis advertising, you’ll certain-
ly see advertisements for the wild 
incentives retailers are offering to 
consumers.

This holiday is relatively new to 
the cannabis community. Since le-
galization, advances in vape and 
extraction technology, coupled with 
an increase in production capaci-
ty, have brought concentrates into 
heavy use among Michigan’s ston-
ers. 

Today, disposable vapes and vape 

cartridges line dispensary shelves, 
along with old-school hash, live 
rosin and butane-extracted concen-
trates. Consumer tastes have shifted 
since legalization: Flower is defi-
nitely still king, but concentrate use 
is growing every day as consumers 
seek out potent options without the 
need for combustion.

Lansing is stacked with compa-
nies producing world-class concen-
trates, from Lion Labs’ Element, 
which offers some of the best sol-
vent-based products, to Ice Kream 
Hash Co.’s solventless options. 

Along with great producers, we 
have some equally great retailers 
that have been selling concentrates 
since shortly after dabbing was in-
vented. Shops like Pure Options 
have been carrying vape carts since 
there was a market for them. In the 
early years of Lansing’s cannabis 
market, when caregiver shops were 
the only accessible option for pa-
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in Review:
Terple Gang
in Review:

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub.

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds.

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too.

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor.

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell.

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.”

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high.

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high.

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%.

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.”

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button.

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output.

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week.

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year.

Here’s a look at a few of them:
Terple Gang — Bombulan
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder.

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed.

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips.

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes.

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks.

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too.

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes.

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty.

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap.

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com.

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

710 

                                               Courtesy photo                                Chris Silva for City Pulse

With a plethora of discounts and sales on cannabis concentrates at local dispensaries, 
the 710 holiday is the ideal time to stock up. Lansing is stacked with companies produc-
ing world-class concentrates, from Lion Labs’ Element (left), which offers some of the 
best solvent-based products, to Ice Kream Hash Co.’s solventless options. See Lansterdam, Page 11



tients, the city was a mecca for dab-
bers. It was one of the only places 
in the state where consumers could 
access concentrates, including 
life-saving Rick Simpson oil. 

Some of the earliest concentrate 
brands hail from Lansing. In fact, 
back when High Times’ Cannabis 
Cup was judged by industry mem-
bers, many award-winning extract 
producers were located here. Bu-
tane extraction, the process that was 
used to produce most concentrates, 
was very prevalent in Lansing, and 
the city’s lax attitude toward canna-
bis made it one of the best and most 
accessible markets in the state. 

Speaking of accessibility, this hol-
iday is the ideal time to stock up on 
all types of concentrates. If you’ve 
been reading this column regularly 
or even visited a dispensary recently, 
you know weed is cheap right now 
— so cheap that a lot of operators 
aren’t making money. Increased pro-
duction capacity for standard flower 
has also increased the capacity for 
fresh-frozen flower, the raw materi-
al for live rosin and resin. The result 
will be some of the cheapest prices 
on these products ever. 

Folks who enjoy distillate vape 
carts should definitely make sure 
to stock up. The Cannabis Regula-

tory Agency recently indicated that 
it plans to ban MCT oil in vapes. At 
the same time, there’s a lot of chat-
ter that the CRA might be trying to 
close the loophole that has allowed 
many operators to bring unregulat-
ed delta-8 THC products into the 
legal market. When these two re-
forms hit, I expect the cost of dis-
tillate vape products to rise across 
the board for a significant period of 
time. 

Our city has been and continues 
to be a pioneer in the legal indus-
try, partially due to its proximity 
to the state Legislature. The CRA’s 
administrative offices are also locat-
ed in Lansing, and many of the ex-
traction technicians and high-level 
staff members at CRA-licensed pro-
cessing facilities around the state 
are Lansing natives. 

Long story short, we have a lot of 
great hashheads around here — not 
just in the industry but in our con-
sumers. I’m consistently impressed 
with your e-mails and questions, 
your preferences and your relentless 
demands of quality. No other city 
has a cannabis culture and consum-
er base like Lansing’s. Our city has 
been pretty significant in the history 
of the state’s concentrate industry, 
and I’m hopeful that as the market 
continues to mature and consumer 
preferences become ingrained, our 
ethos and preferences surrounding 
concentrates will continue to shine.
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Fall registration 
is open!
Fall registration Fall registration 
is is open!open!open!
Fall registration Fall registration 

lcc.edu/register
You belong here

CITY OF LANSING
PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST

FOR THE TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2024 ELECTION

Notice is hereby given that the public test of the program, which will be used for tabulating 
the results of the Election to be held Tuesday, August 6, 2024 in the City of Lansing, will be 
conducted at the Reo Elections Office located at 1221 Reo Road on Monday, July 22, 2024 
at 2:00 p.m.

The public accuracy test is conducted to determine that the program used to tabulate the 
results of the election counts the votes in the manner prescribed by law.

ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS
Any registered voter may request an Absent Voter Ballot.  No reason required. 

We must have a signed application to issue an Absent Voter Ballot. Applications are 
available at www.lansingvotes.gov or by calling 517-483-4131.

The Lansing City Clerk’s Office, 124 W. Michigan Ave., 9th Floor, will be open Monday thru 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. to issue absentee ballots to qualified electors.

The Reo Elections Office, 1221 Reo Road, will be open:
• Weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
• Wednesdays from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Saturday, August 3, 2024 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Sunday, August 4, 2024 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

to register voters and to issue absentee ballots to qualified electors.

Friday, August 2, 2024 at 5:00 pm is the deadline to request an absentee ballot be mailed to 
you.

Monday, August 5, 2024 at 4:00 pm is the deadline to request an absentee ballot in person, 
except for those who register to vote on Election Day. 

Those registering to vote on Election Day, Tuesday, August 6, 2024, are eligible to receive 
an absent voter ballot at the Lansing City Clerk’s Office or the Reo Elections Office.

Chris Swope, MMC/MiPMC
Lansing City Clerk 
Phone: 517-483-4131
Email: city.clerk@lansingmi.gov
Website: www.lansingvotes.gov   
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#24-575

Lansterdam
from page 10

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 517-359-2478 to schedule your free quote!

Receive a free 5-year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.
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When camaraderie mattered
‘Base ball’ as it used to be played

Raymond Holt for City Pulse

The Capital Base Ball Club of Lansing on Jackson Field last week before a game against the Monitor Base Ball Club of Chelsea.

By DAWN PARKER

 Doug Hart of Lake Orion and his 
friend Jim Bradford of Rochester re-
ceived a special surprise when they 
arrived early last week at Jackson 
Field: a vintage “base ball” game be-
fore the Lansing Lugnuts took the 
field.

“It’s interesting to compare the 
rules to the current game,” Brad-
ford said as they watched the Cap-
ital Base Ball Club of Lansing take 
on the Monitor Base Ball Club of 
Chelsea. “Though, it’s not surprising 
that some rules are no longer in the 
game.” 

While Hart, who said he played 
baseball in college, said he might 
have considered joining the Capitals 
were it 10 years ago, chances are “not 
very likely” now.

“Those are good players out there,” 
he added.

What was baseball like 160 years 
ago?

No highly paid stars here, or even 
young phenoms on their way up — 
just ordinary folks who come togeth-
er for the love of the game, no matter 
the era.

The Capitals are part of the Vin-
tage Base Ball Association. There are 
16 clubs in Michigan, with the ma-
jority in the Detroit area and on the 
state’s west side.

The history of vintage baseball 
dates back nearly as far as the myth-
ical mid-19th-century origination of 
baseball in the U.S. by Abner Dou-
bleday. There is ample evidence our 
Canadian cousins played “base ball” 
in 1793, some 40 years earlier.

The VBBA is based on an orga-
nization established in 1845. The 
original Capital Club of Lansing was 
founded on April 10, 1865.

The Capitals were among the top 
clubs in the state, according to Lan-

sing captain Michael E. Jarema, 
alongside Detroit and Jackson. At 
the sport’s peak, Michigan had at 
least 241 clubs across 117 cities.

The Greenfield Village-based 
Lah-De-Dahs, founded in 1993, 
are the oldest of the current clubs 
in Michigan. The new Capitals are 
just 4 years old, but their popularity 
is rocketing faster than a line drive 

down the third-base line.
 Lugnuts fans who hit the park 

early Wednesday got a good taste of 
the vintage game.

Capitals players like East Lansing’s 
Ben Abreu were delighted with the 
Jackson Field experience on July 3.

“It’s awesome to be able to play 
in an actual stadium and see some 
more fans out there,” Abreu said.

Besides the Jackson Field game, 
the Capitals have some special games 
on their schedule this summer, most 
notably a trip to Dyersville, Iowa, to 
play on the Field of Dreams (think 
the 1989 movie with Kevin Costner).

Whenever and wherever the mod-
ern game started, one thing’s for 
sure:  becoming a fan is easy.

Vintage base ball has recognizable 

elements from the modern game but 
has some unique rules. Wednesday’s 
game was played by 1864 rules, but 
there are also 1867 rules.

It’s a lot more laid back. There 
aren’t any bench-clearing brawls 
in vintage base ball —  heck, there 
usually aren’t any benches! A com-
mon sight is a string of camp chairs 
at games, like the Capitals’ upcom-

ing tournament later this month at 
Frances Park in Lansing.

Among other rules,  a hit ball is de-
termined fair or foul based on where 
it first hits the ground, not wheth-
er it crosses first or third base. And 
runners may not advance on a ball 
caught on the fly but may attempt a 
ball caught on one bounce — at their 
own risk.

The score isn’t the focus. During 
a recent game, one of the Lansing 
players vaguely said, “2-1, at least.”

One difference is the scratchy 
uniforms, which are uncomfortable 
enough in high summer for Capitals 
players to have recently invested in 
lighter-weight shirts.

Then there are nicknames, like 
“Cutter” or “Mustang,” Abreu said. 
Players choose their sobriquets 
based on something important to 
them.

The East Lansing resident is 
known as “Professor” because “I like 
to teach and educate.” Abreu taught 
social studies and Spanish in the 
Battle Creek Pennfield Schools be-
fore his current position as a train-
ing coordinator for an Okemos soft-
ware company,

 The newer nickname replaced 
“Clipper” for “how fast I moved 
through the outfield grass.” He plays 
mainly in the outfield but will take 
up other positions as needed.

Like many Capitals, Abreu hadn’t 
played since his school days. True 
to his background, what keeps him 
playing is the chance to teach.

“It is always fun at games to show 
off the bats and balls we use to new 
cranks (fans) and discuss the differ-
ences in rules and strategy we have 
against the modern game,” Abreu 
said.

Sportsmanship is another power-
ful attraction. When asked, players 
from one team often fill in on oth-

Raymond Holt for City Pulse

Team captains: (L) Michael “Cutter” Jarema of the Lansing Capitals, (R) “Honest Jon” 
Van Hoek of the Chelsea Monitors.

er teams so they might have a com-
plete roster.

“Players on both sides are there 
to compete but also to celebrate the 
plays of each team and, most impor-
tantly, to have fun!” Abreu said.

Captain Jarema is the team’s most 
enthusiastic cheerleader, and the 
one with the unlikeliest background.

Before the summer of 2020, when 
he went to watch a friend play with 
the Bay City Independents, Jarema 
said his only sports experience was 
playing T-ball as a child.

Watching a friend who played, 
Jarema became “increasingly enrap-
tured” with the game.

“I was enamored with the attitude 
of the sport,” Jarema said.

“Everyone was trying their hard-
est — don’t get me wrong — but 
everybody seemed like friends out 
there, congratulating the opposing 
club for impressive plays and mak-
ing jokes between pitches. 

“Sometimes a runner on base 
would miss a good chance to steal 
the next one because he’d been 
caught up in conversation with the 
fielder next to him. I heard a lot of 
laughter.”

Observing players of all ages and 
skill levels, “for the first time, I 

didn’t feel intimidated by the notion 
of playing a sport,” Jarema said.

“I didn’t feel like my lack of ex-
perience would invalidate me as a 
participant or make my teammates 

loathe my at-bats.  Instead, I 
thought, ‘Well, heck, this is 
something I could do.’ It’s very 
accessible and very welcom-
ing.”

Raymond Holt for City Pulse

The Capitals’ Caleb “Bandit” Lewis makes a play down the 
first-base line.
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Capitals celebrate a victory in their debut match at Jackson Field.
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Seth “Sizzle” Rosen turns a double play to first base.
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This ball will be taking the express lane to left field.
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The iron hands of shortstop Aiden “Hatchet” 
Hanchett handle a hard-hit grounder for 
Lansing.

Raymond Holt for City Pulse

Lansing’s Matt “Counselor” Hall is is headin’ 
home!

Dawn Parker for City Pulse

East Lansing resident Ben Abreu, also known as “Professor,” showed curious new fans some of the 
equipment used during games like Wednesday’s (July 3) contest against Chelsea at Jackson Field.
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517-999-6704

Located in a century-old store-
front in the heart of REO Town, 
the Robin Theatre isn’t your typical 
music venue. The unique space, 
founded in 2015 by Dylan Rogers 
and Jeana-Dee Allen, is more of an 
eclectic listening room that hosts 
diverse events. There’s some-
thing for everyone, from music 
and comedy to fi lm festivals, plays, 
poetry readings and more. Over 
the years, Dom Flemons, May Er-
lewine and the Crane Wives have 
all performed at the intimate the-
ater, and this month, the 60-per-
son-capacity room will be fi lled 
with even more talent. For the full 
calendar, visit therobintheatre.com. 
To learn what’s happening this 
month, read on. Oh, and for those 
who are thirsty, you can “BYOB” 
from Sleepwalker Spirits and Ale, 
located next door to the venue.

The Faux Paws
Thursday, July 11
7:30 p.m. doors, 8 p.m. show
$20 in advance, $25 at the door

Unleashing an upbeat concoction 
of rustic folk, traditional bluegrass 
and even some jazzy elements, the 
Faux Paws’ live show is both old-
timey and contemporary but con-
sistently tight and top-notch. The 
trio, comprising brothers Andrew 
and Noah VanNorstrand and Gram-
my-nominated multi-instrumentalist 
Chris Miller, delivers the goods with 
fi ery fi ddle, mandolin, guitar and 
saxophone playing. 

Aside from its intricate melodies, 
the band off ers soaring vocal har-
monies and virtuoso-level impro-

visations. Beefi ng up its sound, 
the band added upright bassist 
Zoe Guigueno to its summer and 
fall tour, which includes dates at a 
handful of folk festivals across the 
country. 

The Faux Paws’ 2021 self-titled al-
bum was named one of the 10 best 
traditional albums of the year by Folk 
Alley. Last year, the band issued the 
“Backburner” EP. Both can be streamed 
at thefauxpaws.bandcamp.com.
Of course, you can also hear the 
songs live on Thursday (July 11) at 
the Robin. 

Josh White Jr. & Jack Hamilton
July 17
7 p.m. doors, 7:30 p.m. show
$20 in advance

For decades, Grammy-nominated 
recording artist Josh White Jr., 83, 
has carried on the musical legacy of 
his legendary bluesman father, the 
late Josh White, who died in 1969 at 
age 55. On July 17, the junior White 
brings his family traditions to the 
Robin Theatre. 

The fi rst time he was on stage, in 
1944, he performed alongside his 
father at Café Society in New York 
City. He was only 4 years old at the 
time. By age 9, he was performing 
in Broadway’s “How Long Till Sum-
mer.” The youngster won a special 
Tony Award for his performance. Of 
course, he didn’t stop there. His solo 
recording debut was 1956’s “See 
Saw,” issued on Decca Records. In 
the 1960s, he became a staple in the 
college tour circuit and even landed 
a 1979 PBS concert special. Shortly 
after, he portrayed his father in an 

Venue spotlight: the Robin Theatre 
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
tures with Fall into your Grave, Ghost 
in the Mind and Bloom or Die, his 
sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins
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How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 
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Known for his heavy, eardrum-shat-
tered riffs, Ryan Andrews (aka RK 
Andrews) is a vet in the Lansing music 
scene. From his time in Red Teeth, 
BerT and No Skull, to his other ven-
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sound is both distinct and dynamic. In 
this week’s edition of “Life Changing 
Albums,” Andrews dishes on some 
sludgy stimuli that guided his sonic 
sensibilities. Here’s what the musician, 
and Madlantis Records’ co-founder, 
had to say about a particular 1994 LP.

What album do you feel changed 
your life? What was your life like at 
the time? 

The Melvins’ “Stoner Witch.” I was 
15, it was 1996, and I was in high 
school, so I was doing 15-year-old 
high-schooler things, like causing trou-
ble and being an idiot. Growing up in 
the ‘90s, and being a Nirvana fan, I’d 
been hearing of the Melvins for a while. 
I had just seen White Zombie at Wings 
Stadium and the Melvins were one of 
the openers. I was excited yet con-
fused by them. Shortly after, I joined 
the BMG CD Club. As part of signing 
on, you got to choose like 10 CDs for a 
dollar or something ridiculous like that. 
I basically ordered “Stoner Witch” on 
the recommendation of Kurt Cobain. 

Do you recall your first impres-

sion of “Stoner Witch”? 
The impact was immediate. From the 

first dischord, I was hooked. I listened 
to it on loop for months. “Stoner Witch” 
is like a noisy punk band playing slow, 
low-tuned versions of riff heavy ’70s 
rock, but produced by some weird min-
imalist artist. The lead guitars we’re too 
quiet and the drums were so minimal 
— but so rocking and primal. It was 
like nothing I’d ever heard. Really, it’s 
the drums on this album that changed 
the way I look at music. They do this 
trick a lot where there’s a heavy, kind 
of ham-fisted riff, while the drums are 
so minimal yet pounding. It’s not what 
you’d expect and totally changes the 
feeling of the song.

How did this discovery impact 
your own songwriting?

This album completely changed how 
I looked at music. There are lead 
guitars that are almost buried in the 
mix. There are strange chord changes 
that seem wrong. That experimen-
tal approach forever warped my view 
of songwriting. It was that moment 
where I actually realized there weren’t 
rules in making songs. I remember 
actually thinking many times, “I didn’t 
know you were allowed to do that in 
music.” I was instantly obsessed with 
the Melvins and this album, as well 
as many of their other albums. Their 

records directly inform a hard majority 
of the music I make to this day. “Stoner 
Witch” was my punk rock epiphany. 

It helped me broaden my musical 
style, by knowing you can do anything 
you want, even if people tell you that 
it’s wrong. It’s not … they just don’t get 
it. This album in particular is actually 
not my favorite by them. That honor 
goes to “Lysol.” But “Stoner Witch” was 
the catalyst for my opening up to punk 
and a lot of other music. 

In the ’90s, did you find any fellow 
Melvins fans to befriend? 

Back then, the Melvins were not 
as well known as they are today. 
Nowadays, people actually recog-
nize who they are in general and are 
mentioned as an influence by many 
really popular bands in current heavy 
music. Back then, it was like I had my 
own world. No one I knew had heard 
of them, but if I did meet someone 
who actually knew about them, they 
became my friend soon after. In a 
weird, teenage-ego type of way, this 
album gave me my own thing. It gave 
me my own world than not many peo-
ple knew of. Back then, finding infor-
mation on them was rare, so I also had 
my own mystery. And as I turned my 
friends on to the Melvins, we had our 
own “mythology” and our own scene, 
kind of. I always liken it to how the ’70s 

punk kids talked about the bands back 
then and how The Ramones and The 
Sex Pistols and everyone gave them 
their own identity — the Melvins and 
“Stoner Witch” did that for me and my 
friends, albeit in a smaller and more 
insular way

As far as your own music, what 
have you been up to?

Right now, I’m working on a new No 
Skull album called “Fields of None.” 
It’s inspired by the “Dark Tower” series, 
by Stephen King. We’re also about to 
release a 15-minute piece of music 
called “Stones are Earth Bones” in 
the next few months. I’m also finish-
ing up a solo RK Andrews album 
called “Mysterious Ocean.” It con-
sists of three songs inspired by Nnedi 
Okorafor’s books “Akata Witch” and 
“Akata Warrior.” There’s another piece 
called “Vincent and Theo,” which was 
inspired by the book of the same 
name about Vincent Van Gogh and 
his relationship with his brother Theo 
Van Gogh. I’ve also got a cover of 
the Guided By Voices song, “Striped 
White Jets,” coming out soon on the 
Phonophore Records tribute comp.

Life Changing Albums: Ryan Andrews talks The Melvins

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA

TURN IT D WN A survey of Lansin
g’s 

Musical LAndscapeBy  RICH TUPICA!

How 1994’s ‘Stoner Witch’ inspired a ‘punk rock epiphany’

Loud dispatches from Lansing’s music scene

Ryan Andrews, known locally for bands like No Skull and Red Teeth, had a punk-rock epiphany thanks to the Melvins’ 1994 LP, “Stoner Witch.” (courtesy photos) 

on-stage musical biography. 
Since then, he’s continued to release 

records and tour the country, often 
stopping in the Lansing area. If you’re 
interested in blues history and hearing 
stone-cold classics like “St. James In-
fi rmary” live and in person, you might 
want to consider advance tickets for 
this small-capacity show. White will 
be joined on stage by his friend Jack 
Hamilton, a singer-songwriter.

The Mike Geeter & Friends
Comedy Show 
July 18
7:30 p.m. doors, 8 p.m. show
$25 or two tickets for $40

Detroit comic Mike Geeter is not 
only funny — he’s engaging and 
has something to say. Check out his 
TEDx Talk, “Next! Finding Your Cen-
ter & Forgetting About Failure,” for 
proof of that. Geeter has worked at 
comedy venues nationwide, sharing 
mics with A-listers like Hannibal Bu-
ress, Jim Norton, Artie Lange, Rick-
ey Smiley and Natasha Leggero. 

His upcoming show at the Robin 
features not only his smooth, con-
versational humor but also the side-
splitting bits of fellow comics Steve 
Sabo and Cam Rowe. Sabo is 
known for his edgy, angry and hon-
est takes, with the common thread 
being hilarity. Sabo has made 
crowds of over 5,000 people laugh 
while sharing stages with comedy 
titans like Joan Rivers, Chris Rock, 
Kevin James, Dave Attell, Jim 
Breuer and more. He’s also been 
featured on HBO, NBC and Com-
edy Central. Meanwhile, Cam “Big 
Fella” Rowe — who stands 6 feet, 
9 inches tall — has also made a 
name for himself nationally on tele-
vision shows like “Storage Hunters” 
and “Comedy Bang! Bang!”

Reuben Stump: The Send-Off  
Concert
July 25
7:30 p.m. doors, 8 p.m. show 
$10
Lansing-based musician Reuben 

Stump will soon need to update his 
resume to say “Chicago-based.” 
The jazz bassist and composer is 
moving this fall to pursue his mu-
sic career, but before he leaves, 
he’s performing a send-off  concert, 
backed by local trio Hedda and the 
Skat Kats. 

Stump was raised on early jazz 
and the Great American Songbook. 
Under the mentorship of University 
of Michigan Associate Professor of 
music Robert Hurst, he also grav-
itated toward bebop, fusion and 
funk. In July 2022, he released 
his debut EP, “Stump Jump!” The 
seven-track disc was recorded 
during his last semester of college 
at the U of M. To sample Stump’s 
jazzy chops, stream the EP at 
reubenstump.bandcamp.com.

The Poetry Room: “Let’s Go!”
Listening Party
July 27
7 p.m. doors, 7:30 p.m. show
$20

A reading by the poets featured in 
the Poetry Room’s upcoming book 
release, “Let’s Go,” this event features 
a special performance by Chev, an 
award-winning slam poet representing 
the United States at the World Poetry 
Slam. Also performing at the listening 
party are Melissa Margo Black, Mary 
Fox, Lansing Poet Laureate Ruelaine 
Stokes and former Lansing Poet Lau-
reate Dennis Hinrichsen, to name a 
few. Pre-orders for printed copies of 
“Let’s Go” will be available. 

Masaki Takahashi, former Lansing 
poet laureate and founder of the Po-
etry Room, will also perform at the 
event. Takahashi’s bio reads, “The 
Poetry Room started in 2017 when 
my friend Dylan Rogers asked me 
if I would be interested in starting 
an open mic at the Robin Theatre. 
We found ourselves an awesome 
new community.” For more infor-
mation on the Poetry Room, visit 
the517poetryroom.com.

Photo by Terry Georgia Courtesy photo

REO Town fixture boasts a busy July calendar 

Josh White Jr. (left) and the Faux Paws are just two of the shows happening at the Robin 
Theatre this month.

Courtesy photo

The Robin Theatre is an intimate venue in REO Town housed in a century-old storefront.
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By TYLER SCHNEIDER
Twin brothers 

Lonnie and Lennie 
Smith, 19, began 
collecting, selling 
and trading sneak-
ers in 2018, during 
their freshman year 
at Haslett High 
School. 

When they 
turned 16, 
they started 
looking for 
jobs to help 
save up for 
their first cars. 
Their mother, 
Nadia Sellers, 

herself the CEO of a few local com-
panies, encouraged them to try and 
turn their shoe-selling passion into a 
steady stream of revenue.

In 2020, the twins leased their first 
brick-and-mortar space in Okemos, 
branding the business House of Soles.

“At the time, there weren’t a lot of 
resale shoe stores in the area,” Lon-
nie Smith said. “There are a few more 
now, but at the time, you had to go to 
the west side of Lansing or elsewhere. 
Our goal was to create a safe haven for 
kids to be able to come in, vibe, look at 
different shoes and have fun.”

Seeking space for additional growth, 
the twins moved their operation to a 
1,900-square-foot space in downtown 
East Lansing in 2022. Lonnie Smith 
said they “never really got a proper 
grand opening,” and they felt it was 
necessary to hold a grand re-opening 
event on May 11 to continue to get the 
word out. 

“A lot of people were coming in and 
saying, ‘Wow, I’ve never heard of your 
store.’ We never really got that cover-
age, so that’s why we did the grand 
re-opening,” he said. 

The re-opening was accompanied 
by some new offerings, including 
shoe restoration and custom design 
services that can be booked in-store 
with Jamari Peete of Big Peete Resto-
rations. In August, Kenny Eaton will 
begin leasing part of the shop’s north 
end to sell vintage clothing and appar-
el through his brand, Retro Royalty.  

House of Soles stocks more than 
200 pairs of shoes at any given time. 
About a quarter of them are second-
hand, while a handful of pairs are dis-
played on consignment. 

The shop has also started offering 

apparel, such as shorts, T-shirts and 
hats, which stemmed from Lonnie’s 
decision to study fashion design at 
Central Michigan University.

This fall, Lennie will take over many 
of the responsibilities at the shop as 
Lonnie heads back to Mount Pleasant 
for his junior year of college. While 
he’s gone, Lonnie hopes to see more 
new customers discover what House 
of Soles has to offer. 

“People should know that we’re very 
welcoming. They don’t even have to 
buy anything. They can just come in 
and vibe, chill with us and talk about 
sports or whatever,” he said. 

NO PAYMENTSNO PAYMENTS
Summer of

Offer begins at midnight ET 6/1/24 and ends 11:59 p.m. ET on 8/31/24 for accounts in good standing. If deferral 
is set up during the loan process, principal or interest payments are not required for 90 days from the date of 
loan funding. Interest will accrue, and the original loan termination date will be extended three months. Offer 
valid 6/1/24 - 8/31/24. Offer not valid on leases , MI Saves, and internal refinances on existing MSUFCU loans.

Hit the open road with no payments for 90 days when you 
finance your new vehicle with MSUFCU!

Our auto loans feature: 
•  Flexible terms
•  No prepayment penalties
•  No application fees 

Plus, get preapproved in less than 20 minutes.

Whether it’s a weekend drive, a day at the beach, or a 
well-deserved vacation, enjoy your summer adventure 
in a new ride — and keep more money in your pocket.

Hurry! This offer ends August 31, 2024.

Take a Break for 90 Days!

800-678-4968  I  msufcu.org/auto90  I  Visit any branch

Scan QR code for more information 
or visit msufcu.org/auto90.

Young entrepreneurs peddle kicks 
at East Lansing’s House of Soles

House of Soles

543 E. Grand River Ave., East 
Lansing 
Noon-6 p.m. Monday-
Saturday
(517) 619-9915
house-of-soles.square.site

Tyler Schneider/City Pulse

Lonnie Smith, 19, poses in front of some of the hundreds of pairs of shoes available 
at House of Soles, a business he formed with his twin brother, Lennie, in 2020. 
They’ve since expanded into a space in downtown East Lansing, where they held a 
grand re-opening event on May 11.
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By MARY CUSACK
On paper, the development of the 

first pregnancy test doesn’t seem 
like a compelling premise for a play. 
However, Williamston Theatre’s pro-
duction of “Predictor” is one of the 
funniest and most touching shows of 
Greater Lansing’s 2023-‘24 theater 
season.

Today, a woman can buy a two-
pack of pregnancy tests for less than 
$10 and find out in 15 minutes if she’s 
pregnant. We take for granted how 
cheap, simple, private and empower-
ing it is to have at-home pregnancy 
tests, but “Predictor” reminds us that 
not so long ago, a woman needed her 
husband’s permission to get a preg-
nancy test, it was done through a 
doctor, and it took weeks to get the 
results.

Based on true events, “Predictor” 
tells the story of Meg Crane (Cait-
lin Cavannaugh), a graphic designer 
hired by a pharmaceutical company 
in the late 1960s to manage a line of 
aloe vera products. Following a tour 
of the company’s lab, she’s struck 
with the idea of creating an 
at-home pregnancy test. As 
she pursues its development, 
she faces challenges from ev-
ery establishment, including 
corporate culture, patriarchal 
attitudes, religion and 
politics.

That might not 
sound like a good time 
at the theater, but play-
wright Jennifer Black-
mer has crafted an 
amazingly entertain-
ing script by utilizing 
pop-culture elements 
of the 1960s and ‘70s. 
One could compare the style of “Pre-
dictor” to the recent Netflix movie 
“Unfrosted,” which employs extreme 

absurdity to tell the story of how Pop-
Tarts were developed. However, “Pre-
dictor” is the superior work because it 
balances absurdity with gravitas. 

Scenes flip quickly between 
Crane’s external life, her child-
hood memories and her imag-
ination. It’s quite the imagina-
tion: Elements of game shows, 
sitcoms, news programs and ed-

ucational films reflect 
Crane’s internal dia-
logue. Six actors serve 
as the “chorus,” each 
keenly switching be-
tween multiple char-
acters.

The entire ensem-
ble is solid, but a few 
standout moments 
deserve highlighting. 

Mona Eldahshoury is a firebrand as 
Crane’s roommate, constantly push-
ing her toward independence and 

reminding her of the importance of 
her project. Eldahshoury also deliv-
ers one of the play’s most heartbreak-
ing performances as Lillian, a quietly 
desperate woman from the compa-
ny’s typing pool who seeks Crane’s 
help.

Another devastating scene occurs 
in flashback when Crane’s mother 
(Kamara Miller Drane) is informed 
of her first pregnancy. Ryan Patrick 
Welsh’s portrayal of the doddering 
old doctor is hilarious, peppering his 
patient with advice while Drane sits 
in a daze, doubt and fear playing out 
across her face.

Welsh provides some explosive ac-
tion as Jack Mullins, a chauvinistic 
company man who can’t stand chal-
lenges to his authority. Welsh and To-
bin Hissong have two of the juiciest 
roles as narrators for an educational 
film on menstruation, which is play-
ing in Crane’s head as she falls for ad-

vertising executive Ira (James Kuhl).
The play’s design team has created 

a groovy environment, incorporat-
ing Jeromy Hopgood’s stylish back-
ground projections, Thalia Lara’s 
hip set and Shannon T. Schweitzer’s 
skillful lighting. Another key design 
element is Mona Jahani’s costum-
ing, especially one colorful costume 
change symbolizing Crane’s growing 
empowerment.

In a YouTube interview, Blackmer 
noted that the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
2022 reversal of Roe v. Wade accel-
erated her completion of the play be-
cause it was important to get “Predic-
tor” out into the world. She’s right, it 
is an important story. Despite some 
adult language and uncomfortable 
topics, this play is a perfect caution-
ary tale to show young adults how far 
we’ve come as a society and how far 
back we could go come Nov. 5.

Williamston Theatre deftly balances humor and gravitas in ‘Predictor’

“Predictor”
Through Aug. 4
8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday
2 p.m. Saturday-Sunday; July 24 
and 31
Williamston Theatre
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston
(517) 655-7469
williamstontheatre.org

Review

Photo by Jeromy Hopgood 

From left: Kamara Miller Drane, James Kuhl, Chris Purchis and Mona Eldahshoury in Williamston Theatre’s production of 
“Predictor,” by Jennifer Blackmer.
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Fictional Michigan beach town the setting for chart-topping summer romance
By BILL CASTANIER

One of this summer’s hot beach 
reads is “Funny Story,” by Cincinna-
ti-area romance writer Emily Hen-
ry, who not only attended college in 
Michigan but set the book in a fiction-
al Michigan beach town.

The book revolves around two pairs 
of lovers who split up and end up 
swapping partners. Daphne and Peter 
are nearing their wedding date when 
Peter invites his childhood friend, the 
glamorous Petra, to his bachelor par-
ty. The two decide they’re in love, and 
the wedding is off for Daphne and Pe-
ter and on for Petra and Peter. 

Petra moves in with Peter, and 
Daphne finds herself in the lurch, so 
she and Petra’s ex-boyfriend Miles 
become roommates. After some mar-
garitas, Miles and Daphne play the 
roommates-in-love game, with a ficti-
tious wedding on the horizon to make 
their former partners jealous.

Throw in some unusual par-
ents, a few wacky friends and Miles’ 
couch-surfing sister, and you have a 
“Three’s Company”-esque comedy. 
Henry also brings the heat — body 
heat, that is — midway through the 
book. Her former administrators at 
Hope College, a small Christian uni-
versity in Holland, Michigan, would 
blush.

Daphne is a children’s librarian, and 
Miles works at a winery. Petra and 
Peter, on the other hand, have a rich, 
high-society vibe — you know, boat 
shoes and pink pants. As you might 
expect, Miles and Daphne find love, 
but Henry knows how to make the old 
saying “too thick won’t stick” play out 

in this delightful summer read.
Henry has a way of making absurd 

plots like this believable. Friends I 
talked with cited similar circumstanc-
es with couples they know.

Henry is unlike most romance writ-
ers, who bleed for publicity. She lives 
a reclusive life, never going on book 
tours or making TikTok videos. She 
just writes. In an era where musicians 
and authors share every aspect of their 
lives online, it’s a refreshing approach.

I requested an interview with Hen-
ry, but after some polite emails, her 
publisher declined. Since two of her 
books are set in Lake Michigan beach 
towns, I wanted to ask her several 
questions: Does she have a place on 
Lake Michigan? Does she summer 
here? Does she wear boat shoes?

Elisabeth Egan of The New York 
Times Book Review recently pub-
lished a profile on Henry and her 
writing. What it didn’t include was 
any personal details.

What we do 
know is that she’s 
a tremendous-
ly successful ro-
mance author 
who has dominat-
ed The New York 
Times’ best-sell-
er list for several 
years.

In the article, 
Egan writes about 
Henry’s anti-ce-
lebrity persona: 
“Emily Henry 
has never been 
on a book tour 
or done a tradi-
tional bookstore 
reading. She’s not 
on TikTok. Her 
Instagram fea-
tures book cov-
ers and an occa-
sional giveaway; 
there are no closet 
tours, rescue cats 
or elegantly plat-
ed snacks.”

Egan neglected 
to mention that a Google search will 
turn up little in the way of a biogra-
phy of Henry. Her website says next 
to nothing, and a short article on her 
alma mater’s website says she was 
an English major who graduated in 
2012.

Despite that, her newest book has 
been sitting on The New York Times’ 
best-seller list for 10 weeks. A previ-
ous novel, “Happy Place,” is set to be 
adapted into a Netflix series, accord-
ing to Egan.

The article reveals that Henry was 
previously a technical writer and au-
thored young-adult novels on the side. 
Her first adult book exploded into 
popularity despite being published 

during the COVID lockdowns. I guess 
it was the right time for a breezy ro-
mance novel.

In many ways, Henry’s homebody 
attitude must make things easier for 
her publisher’s publicists. Beyond a 
handful of interviews, they don’t have 
to bother with complex tours, Face-
book updates or much else.  

Henry could wander into a Trader 
Joe’s, and it’s likely no one would rec-
ognize her. She looks a little like Deb-
bie Harry, but she didn’t go for the 
typical glamor pose in her book jacket 
photo. She’s got the Cormac McCar-
thy vibe going for her — he was no-
tably an anti-publicity kind of guy. Of 
course, he didn’t write romance.

Courtesy photo

Romance writer Emily Henry is no stranger to The New York 
Times’ best-seller list, publishing five No. 1 best-sellers in the 
past four years. Her new book, “Funny Story,” has been on 
the list for 10 weeks.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): I trust that your intuition 
has been guiding you to slow down and disappear 
from the frenzied, agitated bustle that everyone 
seems to be addicted to. I hope you have afforded 
yourself the luxury and privilege of exulting in the 
thrill of doing absolutely nothing. Have you been 
taking long breaks to gaze lovingly at the sky and 
listen to music that moves you to tears? Have you 
been studying the children and animals in your life 
to learn more about how to thrive on non-goal-
oriented fun? Have you given your imagination 
permission to fantasize with abandon about wild 
possibilities? Homework: Name three more ways 
to fuel your self-renewal.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Actress Carrie Fisher 
placed a strong priority on being both amused and 
amusing. For her, almost everything that happened 
was tolerable, even welcome, as long as it was 
entertaining. She said, “If my life wasn’t funny, it 
would just be true, and that’s unacceptable.” I 
recommend you experiment with those principles, 
Taurus. Be resourceful as you make your life as 
humorously interesting as possible. If you do, life 
will conspire to assist you in being extra amused 
and amusing.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): As you charge into the 
upcoming period of self-reinvention, don’t abandon 
and forget about your past completely. Some of 
your old emotional baggage might prove useful and 
soulful. A few of your challenging memories may 
serve as robust motivators. On the other hand, it 
will be healthy to leave behind as much oppressive 
baggage and as many burdensome memories as 
possible. You are launching the next chapter of 
your life story! Travel as lightly as you can. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Even though you and I 
were both born under the sign of Cancer the 
Crab, I have a taboo against advising you to 
be like me. I love my life, but I’m not so naïve or 
arrogant as to think that what has worked for me 
will also work for you. Now, however, I will make a 
temporary exception to my policy. Amazingly, the 
astrological omens suggest you will flourish in the 
coming weeks by being at least somewhat like me. 
Therefore, I invite you to experiment with being 
kind and sensitive but also cheerfully irreverent 
and tenderly wild. Be on the lookout for marvels 
and miracles, but treasure critical thinking and 
rational analysis. Don’t take things too personally 
or seriously; regard the whole world as a holy gift. 
Be gratefully and humbly in awe as you tune into 
how beautiful and wonderful you are.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): More than 3,700 years ago, a 
craftsperson living in what’s now Israel fashioned a 
comb from an elephant’s tusk. It was a luxury item 
with two sides: one used to smooth hair tangles 
and the other to remove lice. On the handle of the 
ivory tool was an inscription: “May this tusk root 
out the lice of the hair and the beard.” This is the 
oldest known sentence ever written in Canaanite, 
a language that created the world’s first alphabet. 
In some ways, then, this comb is a precious object. 
It is unspeakably ancient evidence of a major 
human innovation. In another way, it’s mundane 
and prosaic. I’m nominating the comb to be a 
symbol for your story in the coming weeks: a blend 
of monumental and ordinary. Drama may emerge 
from the routine. Breakthroughs may happen in 
the midst of everyday matters.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Some astrologers assert 
that Virgos are modest, humble and reluctant 
to shine. But a Virgo New Yorker named Ashrita 
Furman provides contrary evidence. His main 
activity in life is to break records. He holds the 
Guinness World Record for having broken the most 
Guinness World Records. His first came in 1979 
when he did 27,000 jumping jacks. Since then, he 
has set hundreds of records, including the fastest 
time running on stilts, the longest time juggling 
objects underwater and the most times jumping 
rope on a pogo stick. I propose to make him your 
spirit creature for the coming weeks. What acts of 
bold self-expression are you ready to make, Virgo? 
What records are you primed to break? 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Libran author Diane 
Ackerman says, “We can’t enchant the world, 
which makes its own magic, but we can enchant 
ourselves by paying deep attention.” I’m telling 
you this, dear Libra, because you now have 
exceptional power to pay deep attention and 
behold far more than usual of the world’s magic. 
It’s the Season of Enchantment for you. I invite you 
to be daring and imaginative as you probe for the 
delightful amazements that are often hidden just 
below the surface of things. Imagine you have the 
superpower of X-ray vision.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): If I’m reading the 
astrological omens correctly, you are in the midst 
of major expansion. You are reaching further, 
opening wider and dreaming bigger. You are 
exploring frontiers, entertaining novel possibilities 
and daring to transcend your limitations and 
expectations. And I am cheering you on as you 
grow beyond your previous boundaries. One 
bit of advice: Some people in your life may find 
it challenging to follow you freely into your new 
territory. They may be afraid you’re leaving them 
behind, or they may not be able to adjust as fast as 
you wish. I suggest you give them some slack. Allow 
them to take the time they need to get accustomed 
to your growth.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Sagittarian actor Jeff 
Bridges has wise words for you to heed: “If you 
wait to get all the information you think you need 
before you act, you’ll never act because there’s 
an infinite amount of information out there.” I 
think this advice is especially appropriate for you 
right now. Why? Because you will thrive on making 
strong, crisp decisions and undertaking strong, 
crisp actions. The time for pondering possibilities 
must give way to implementing possibilities.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): People may be 
attracted to you in the coming weeks because they 
unconsciously or not-so-unconsciously want to be 
influenced, stirred up and even changed by your 
presence. They hope you will be the catalyst or 
medicine they need. Or maybe they want you to 
provide them with help they haven’t been able to 
give themselves or get anywhere else. Please be 
aware that this may not always be a smooth and 
simple exchange. Some folks might be demanding. 
Others may absorb and integrate your effects in 
ways that are different from your intentions. But 
I still think it’s worthwhile for you to offer your 
best efforts. You could be a force for healing and 
benevolence.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Sometimes, when gifts 
arrive in our lives, they are not recognized as gifts. 
We may even mistake them for obstacles. In a 
worst-case scenario, we reject and refuse them. 
I am keen on helping you avoid this behavior in the 
coming weeks, Aquarius. In the oracle you’re now 
reading, I hope to convince you to expand your 
definition of what gifts look like. I will also ask you 
to widen the range of where you search for gifts 
and to enlarge your expectations of what blessings 
you deserve. Now please meditate on the following 
riddles: 1. a shadow that reveals the hidden light; 2. 
a twist that heals; 3. a secret that no longer wants 
to be secret; 4. a shy ally who will reward your 
encouragement; 5. a boon that’s barely buried 
and just needs you to scrape away the deceptive 
surface.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Lake Baikal in Russia is 
the world’s deepest and oldest lake. It’s also the 
largest by volume. It contains more than 22% of 
the fresh surface water on the planet. I propose 
we make this natural marvel your prime symbol 
for the next 11 months. At your best, you, too, will 
be deep, fresh and enduring. And, like Lake Baikal, 
you will be exceptionally clear. (Its underwater 
visibility reaches 120 feet.) PS: Thousands of plant 
and animal species thrive in this vital hub. I expect 
you will also be a source of richly diverse life, dear 
Pisces.

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

“Tidy Up” -- an 
apt puzzle.
by Matt Jones
© 2024 Matt 
Jones

ACROSS
1. Fencing sword
6. Like used 
briquettes
10. Add-ons in 
the self-checkout 
lane?
14. Slangy 
summons
15. Fencing sword
16. Alike, in 
Avignon
17. Single file
19. Long ride?
20. Front-of-book 
list, for short
21. Fails to be
22. Ab-building 
exercise
23. Bombarded, 
Biblical-style
27. Poem with a 
dedicatee
28. Top of the mouth
29. Forearm bone
32. “I ___ reason why 
...”
34. Portrayed
37. Action seen in “The 
Hunt for Red October”
41. “Abbott 
Elementary” principal
42. Crates
43. Pretentious, as 
some paintings
44. Org. that works 
with the JPL
45. Blu-ray player 
predecessor
47. Lyric from Hall & 
Oates
53. Picked
54. Astronaut’s 
beverage
55. Classic Japanese 
drama form
57. Jabba the ___
58. Interlocks, like 
what each theme 

answer does?
61. Title figure in a 
Scott Turow book
62. Pound, for one
63. “You’re All ___ to 
Get By”
64. Small spot on a 
globe
65. Like doilies
66. Ancient 
Scandinavians

DOWN
1. Tam wearer
2. Response to “Are 
too!”
3. Firewood wood
4. Notable period
5. Laced again
6. Insurance company 
named after a 
mountain
7. ___ bars (raps)
8. Dress line
9. “___-haw!”
10. Conviction

11. Antsy feeling
12. Full range
13. Pig feed
18. “... even ___ 
speak”
22. Hoity-toity type
24. Wander
25. Peaches and 
pears, e.g.
26. “Game of Thrones” 
actress Chaplin
29. Letters on Forever 
stamps
30. Sweetie, to Brits
31. Org. that has 
guards
32. Wakeup hour, for 
some
33. Ethyl or methyl 
follower
34. 1812 event
35. Do something
36. Field in a jigsaw 
puzzle, often
38. Cheapen
39. “The Horse Fair” 

painter Bonheur
40. Acidic
44. Quik maker
45. Big name in set 
diagrams
46. Coop up
47. Cold-shoulders
48. Monopoly buy
49. Storage spot
50. Awful, like some 
colds
51. Key near the 
double-quotes
52. Dramatis personae
53. Former “Top Chef 
Masters” host Kelly
56. Robert Louis 
Stevenson villain
58. Ending for spoon 
or scorn
59. TV chef Garten
60. “That’s ___ 
brainer”

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 23

SUDOKU Intermediate

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                                 July 10-16, 2024
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Read Between the Wines Book Club - We’ll delve 
into “The Bordeaux Book Club,” by Gillian Harvey. 
Glasses of wine $1 off. 5:30 p.m. Burgdorf’s Winery, 
5635 Shoeman Road, Haslett. 517-655-2883. burg-
dorfwinery.com.

Samia Halaby: “Eye Witness” - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Shoe Art - Join us for a shoe-painting extravaganza 
where you can turn ordinary shoes into wearable 
art! Grades 4-12. Registration req. 4 p.m. Eaton 
Rapids Area District Library, 220 S. Main St., Eaton 
Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

Solarize East Lansing - Educational program to 
help Lansing-area residents learn about solar 
electric systems. 7 p.m. East Lansing Public Library, 
950 Abbot Road, East Lansing. absolutesolar.com/
solar-energy/solarize-your-community.

St. Johns Concerts in the Park: Capitol City 
Chordsmen (barbershop chorus) - Free. 7 p.m. St. 
Johns City Park, 801 W. Park St., St. Johns. face-
book.com/StJohnsCityParkPerformanceShell.

Summer Vibes Karaoke - 8-11 p.m. Lansing Shuffle, 
325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4365. lansing-
shuffle.com.

Weaving the Web: Energy - Join us online or in 
person every Wednesday for discussions, rituals, 
meditations and more! 6 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 
809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-657-5800. 
weaversoftheweb.org.

Wednesday Yoga on Albert - Hosted by Yoga State. 
Bring a yoga mat. Free. 9:30 a.m. Albert EL Fresco, 
corner of M.A.C. Avenue and Albert Street, East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.

Zoo Days - Visit the zoo for just $2, plus enjoy free 
parking! 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Potter Park Zoo, 1301 S. 
Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. 517-483-4222. potter-
parkzoo.org.

Thursday, July 11
“Always Different, Always the Same” Opening 
Reception - We’ll host a discussion with the artist, 
Mike Ross, at 6 p.m. Light refreshments will be 
served. Free and open to the public. 5-7 p.m. Lan-
sing Art Gallery, 300 S. Washington Square, Suite 
100, Lansing. lansingartgallery.org.

Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. James 
Couzens Memorial Park, 13753 Main St., Bath. 517-
641-6728. shopbfm.org.

Beal Botanical Garden Tour: Interesting and Toxic 
Plants - Join Peter Carrington, former curator 
and collections manager, to learn about some of 
his favorite plants housed at Beal. 12:10 p.m. 330 
W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. bealbotanicalgarden.
msu.edu.

Charlotte Summer Concerts on the Square: Home-
spun (country) - Free. 6:30 p.m. 1885 Eaton County 
Courthouse lawn, 100 W. Lawrence Ave., Charlotte. 
facebook.com/charlottechamberofcommerce.

Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or any 
other portable craft project and immerse yourself 
in an evening of creativity, conversation and com-
munity. 5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., 
Suite 7, Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org.

DeWitt Concerts in the Park: Life Support (variety) 
- Free. 7 p.m. Riverside Park, 315 S. Bridge St., De-
Witt. dewittareacc.org/event/concerts-in-the-park.

Wednesday, July 10
Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. Kalam-
azoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. allenneighborhood-
center.org/market.

Avoiding Legal Consequences for Parents & 
College-Bound Students - Litigators Bryan 
Cermak and Alex Rusek discuss how to avoid 
potential legal challenges to ensure a safe and 
smooth school year. Noon. Virtual — register at bit.
ly/2ndWeds2024.

Broadway Jazz Dance - Ten-week class, meets 
biweekly. Ages 12-adult. 6 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Coffee and Conversation - Join us to learn about 
Chamber of Commerce members. 9 a.m. City 
Hall Community Room, 310 Greenwood St., Grand 
Ledge. grandledgechamber.com/coffee_and_con-
versation.php.

Eaton County Fair - SJO Motocross at 7 p.m. 
at the grandstand. 9 a.m.-11 p.m. Eaton County 
Fairgrounds, 1025 S. Cochran Road, Charlotte. 
eatoncountyfair.com.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion. 
9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com. 

Improv Acting Class - Ten-week class, meets bi-
weekly. Ages 12-adult. 7:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

It’s Elementary: Camping - Learn about the 
science of fire, “stargaze” with marshmallow 
constellations, build a solar oven to make s’mores 
and more! Grades 3-6. Registration req. 2:30 p.m. 
Charlotte Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., 
Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Lansing Concerts in the Park: Frog & the Beef-
tones (blues rock), with Special Guests Tom & 
Mary - Free. 7 p.m. Fulton Park, 4300 Sheffield Blvd., 
Lansing. lansingmi.gov/994/Concerts-in-the-Park.

“Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About” - 
Exhibit of 31 original works by local artists Doug and 
Susan Smith. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos Library, 4321 
Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/okemos.

Life Drawing - Drawing session with a clothed 
model or still life. Facilitated by a teaching artist. 
Ages 13+. 6 p.m. REACH Studio Art Center, 1804 S. 
Washington Ave., Lansing. reachstudioart.org.

Meridian Summer Concert Series: Street Angels 
(Stevie Nicks tribute) - Free. 6 p.m. Marketplace 
on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos. 
meridian.mi.us/about-us/calendar/summer-con-
cert-series.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

Mindfulness Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh 
tradition - All are welcome to join our weekly 
practice! 7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd., Lansing. lamc.info.

Portland Sounds of Summer Concert Series: We 
Three Strings - Free. 7 p.m. Two Rivers Park, 201 
Divine Hwy., Portland. facebook.com/MiPortland-
Downtown.
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

ScrapFest
5-9 p.m. Friday, July 12

11 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday, July 13
Turner Street, Old Town

ScrapFest, an annual art festival 
focusing on upcycled and repurposed 
artwork, returns to Turner Street in 
Old Town 5 to 9 p.m. Friday (July 12) 
and 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday (July 
13). Celebrating its 14th year, the 
event began as a scrap metal artwork 
competition and has grown to include 
art vendors, family activities, live mu-
sic, food, an 8K run/walk and a fash-
ion show.

Teams of local artists have created scrap metal sculptures that will be displayed 
throughout the two-day event. The pieces are being sold in a silent auction on 
the festival’s website, scrapfest.com/scrapfest-14-sculptures. Bidding will be open 
until 5:30 p.m. Saturday, with 70% of the proceeds directly supporting the artists, 
20% supporting ScrapFest and 10% going to Lansing SAVE, a program that pro-
vides Lansing School District students in kindergarten through ninth grade with 
savings accounts to help them start saving money for college or career training 
expenses.

The annual Refashion Show, beginning 7 p.m. Friday on the main stage, will 
showcase sustainable and repurposed clothing made by community members 
with scrap fabric. There will also be live music on the main stage throughout the 
festival: Ozay Moore and DJ Y’z will spin tunes Friday evening, and Jonathan 
Watt, Dylan Tolbert, Pinter Whitnick, the Mark Lavengood Trio and the Darin 
Larner Band will perform on Saturday. 

The Great Scrap Run, an 8K run/walk on the Lansing River Trail, begins 9 
a.m. Saturday at the parking area on the corner of Cesar E. Chavez Avenue 
and Turner Street. Registration is $35 at runsignup.com/Race/MI/Lansing/
TheGreatScrapRun. There will also be a free half-mile fun run for kids beginning 
at 8:30 a.m.

The festival will also feature a variety of eco-art vendors, educational booths 
and two food trucks. In addition, from noon to 5 p.m. Saturday, REACH Studio Art 
Center will offer scrap metal craft activities, and Waverly Robotics will showcase 
some of its student-made robots.

To learn more about all the festival’s events, visit scrapfest.com.

Dimondale Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. Village 
Square, 136 N. Bridge St., Dimondale. 517-646-0230. 
villageofdimondale.org/general-3.

Eaton County Fair - Truck and tractor pull at 7 p.m. 
at the grandstand. 9 a.m.-11 p.m. Eaton County 
Fairgrounds, 1025 S. Cochran Road, Charlotte. 
eatoncountyfair.com.

Game Night and Live Music - Enjoy activities and 
games from 5-9 p.m., including giant Connect 4, 
cornhole, giant Jenga, ping pong, giant chess and 
more! Live music at 6 p.m. Albert EL Fresco, corner 
of M.A.C. Avenue and Albert Street, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com.

Grand Ledge Music in the Park: Mixed Flavors 
(blues/jazz/funk), opener Brian Bristol - Free. 7 
p.m. Jaycee Park, 525 E. River St., Grand Ledge. 
grandledgechamber.com/music_in_the_park.php.

Holt Music in the Garden: Sea Cruisers (‘50s-‘70s) 
- Food available for purchase from Picnic food 
truck. Free. 7 p.m. Veterans Memorial Gardens, 
2074 Aurelius Road, Holt. delhitownshipmi.gov/402/
Community-Events.

Jazz Trombonist Michael Dease - 7:30 p.m. 
UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. 
urbanbeatevents.com.

Laingsburg Music in the Park: Atomic Boogaloo 
(experimental) - Free. Open mic at 6 p.m., band 
starts at 7 p.m. McClintock Park, 299 McClintock 
St., Laingsburg. laingsburg.us.

Laingsburg Indoor Farmers Market - 5-8 p.m. First 
Congregational Church, 401 E. Grand River Road, 
Laingsburg. 517-295-8128. laingsburgbusiness.org/
farmers-market-1.

“Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About” - 
Exhibit of 31 original works by local artists Doug and 
Susan Smith. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos Library, 4321 
Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/okemos.

Making Love: How Romance Comics Taught a Gen-
eration to Date, Marry, Domesticate and Divorce - 
Visiting scholar Brian Rouleau of Texas A&M Univer-
sity discusses his ongoing research and collections 
at MSU he’s found valuable. Noon. Main Library, 366 
W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. lib.msu.edu.

Medieval Longsword Workshop for Teens - Join the 
Swordsmanship Museum and Academy for a class 
exploring the iconic medieval longsword! 6 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson 
St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

See Events, Page 20
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Modern Dance Class - 10-week class. Ages 12-adult. 
6 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Picnic Playdate Family Storytime - Enjoy stories, 
songs and literacy-enhancing activities like bubbles 
and water play. Open to children of all ages. 11 a.m. 
Wacousta Community United Methodist Church, 
9180 Herbison Road, Eagle. gladl.org.

Samia Halaby: “Eye Witness” - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Spirit of Michigan Chorus Rehearsal - Newly 
formed women’s a cappella chorus. Join us for 
rehearsal! 6:30 p.m. Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox, 
1701 E. Saginaw St., Lansing. spiritofmichiganchorus.
com.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly - Weight-loss support 
group. Weigh-in 5:30 p.m., meeting 6-7 p.m. Haslett 
Middle School, 1535 Franklin St., Haslett. 800-932-
8677. facebook.com/HaslettTops.

Williamston Concerts at the Shell: Black Barn 
Band (classic rock) - Free. 7 p.m. McCormick Park, 
300 N. Putnam St., Williamston. facebook.com/
williamstonconcerts.

World Chocolate Tasting - Let your tastebuds go on 
an adventure as you sample different chocolates 
from around the world! All ages. 5 p.m. Eaton 
Rapids Area District Library, 220 S. Main St., Eaton 
Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

Zoom Support Group for Parkinson’s - Conversa-
tions are informal but informative. 6 p.m. Meeting 
ID: 998 749 4167. Password: MPF2020. lapsg.org.

Friday, July 12
Boba Slime - Create and play with colorful slime 
that’s soft, squishy and stretchy. Grades K-3. 
10 a.m. Playground of Dreams, 100 Howe Drive, 
Eaton Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

Cruise to Holt - Weekly cruise-ins every Friday 
night at the Holt Farmers Market parking lot. 5-8 
p.m. 2150 Cedar St., Holt. holtfarmersmarket.
org.

Divination Roundtable - Learn a new divination 
method, get a reading and compare notes with 
others in your field. All readings free, all systems 
of divination welcome. 5 p.m. Weavers of the 
Web, 809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-657-
5800. weaversoftheweb.org.

Eaton County Fair - Truck and tractor pull at 7 
p.m. at the grandstand. 9 a.m.-11 p.m. Eaton 
County Fairgrounds, 1025 S. Cochran Road, 
Charlotte. eatoncountyfair.com.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion. 
9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com. 

Lake Lansing Sounds of Summer Concert Series: 
Glen Erin Pipe Band/Leprecons (Irish) - Free. Food 
available for purchase from Kilkenny’s food truck. 
Kids can enjoy big-wheel tricycles, a bounce 
house and an inflatable slide. 7 p.m. Lake Lansing 
Park South, 1621 Pike St., Haslett. facebook.com/
Lakelansingbandshell.

“Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About” - 
Exhibit of 31 original works by local artists Doug and 
Susan Smith. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos Library, 4321 
Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/okemos.

Samia Halaby: “Eye Witness” - This exhibition fol-
lows Halaby’s creative journey to invent an abstract 
visual language that conveys her experiences 
and reflects how she sees the world. 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

ScrapFest - Art festival focusing on upcycled and 
repurposed artwork. 5-9 p.m. Turner Street, Old 
Town. scrapfest.com.

Time2Play - This beloved Lansing band has been en-
tertaining audiences with its diverse blend of rock, 
pop, blues and country tunes since 2009. 7 p.m. 
UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 517-331-8440. 
urbanbeatevents.com.

Saturday, July 13
Eaton County Fair - Grandstand events include an 
antique tractor pull at 9:30 a.m. and a street diesel 
and semi-truck pull at 7 p.m. Fair runs 9 a.m.-mid-
night. Eaton County Fairgrounds, 1025 S. Cochran 
Road, Charlotte. eatoncountyfair.com.

Geech - Rock ‘n’ roll, blues, country and Top 40 
cover band. 8:30 p.m. The Green Door, 2005 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-482-6376. greendoorlive.
com.

Inebriated Insights - A night of intoxicated 
witchcraft! Variety of tarot cards, oracle cards, 
bone readings, astrology, runes, reiki and more. 5-8 
p.m. Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center St., Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com.

Lansing Taco and Tequila Fest - 100+ tequilas 
to sample, plus beer, sangria and margaritas. 
We’ll also have food trucks, live music, vendors 
and more! 4-8 p.m. Adado Riverfront Park, 201 E. 
Shiawassee St., Lansing. lansingtacoandtequilafest.
com.

“Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About” - 
Exhibit of 31 original works by local artists Doug and 
Susan Smith. 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Okemos Library, 4321 
Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/okemos.

Linocut Printmaking 101 - This class covers the 
entire process of creating linocut prints. It’s divided 
into two 2.5-hour sessions, with a lunch break 
in between. Ages 18+. 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery, 300 S. Washington Square, Suite 100, 
Lansing. lansingartgallery.org.

Live Music with Shelby & Jake - 7 p.m. Lansing 
Brewing Co., 518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing. 517-371-
2600. lansingbrewingcompany.com.

Market on the Grand - 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Jaycee Park, 
525 E. River St., Grand Ledge. grandledgechamber.

com/market_on_the_grand.php.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 8 am.-2 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. 517-712-2395. meridian.mi.us/Farmers-
Market.

Samia Halaby: “Eye Witness” - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lan-
sing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

ScrapFest - Art festival focusing on upcycled and 
repurposed artwork. 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Turner Street, 
Old Town. scrapfest.com.

Tomás Esparza Blues Band - Doors 5 p.m., show 
8 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 517-331-
8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

Turner-Dodge Fairytale Festival - Featuring 
fairytale characters, arts & crafts, music, dance 
and children’s activities. FREE festivities on the lawn, 
$5 to enter the house (Children 4 and under free). 
Noon-6 p.m. 100 E. North St., Lansing. facebook.
com/turnerdodgehouse.

Sunday, July 14
Capital Pro Wrestling - 3 p.m. The Fledge, 1300 
Eureka St., Lansing. 517-894-4589. americanluchal-
ibre.com.

Deep-Rooted, with Beal Botanical Garden - Art and 
plants intertwine in a conversation about the ex-
traordinary ways our natural world has influenced 
art and societies throughout history. 1 p.m. 330 W. 
Circle Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Drum Circle at Lake Lansing Park North - All ages 
and experience levels welcome. Bring percussion 
instruments if you have them, as well as chairs. 2-4 
p.m. 6260 E. Lake Drive, Haslett. 517-803-2392. face-
book.com/GreaterLansingAreaDrummers.

East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East Lansing. 
517-319-6823. cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket.

Eastern Ingham Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
McCormick Park, 123 High St., Williamston. eastern-
inghamfarmersmarket.org.

Euchre - 6 p.m. Esquire Bar, 1250 Turner St., Lan-
sing. 517-487-5338.

‘La Batterie’
3 p.m. Sunday, 

July 14
Dart Auditorium
500 N. Capitol 
Ave., Lansing

Prolific local band-
leader and drummer 
Mike Daniels will host 
his final “La Batterie” 
percussion concert 
3 p.m. Sunday (July 
14) at Lansing Com-
munity College’s Dart 
Auditorium. Daniels, 
who founded the annual concert in the 1980s, is retiring from his music faculty 
position at the school, which he held for more than 35 years.

“I’m 76 years old. My energy isn’t what it used to be,” Daniels said. “But I’ve had 
so many requests from so many people to do the concert again, I just had to do 
it one last time.”

Daniels will be joined by his percussion ensemble, the Bash Battalion. At the 
first concert, the ensemble had just four members, but it has flourished over the 
years.

“The most drummers we’ve had on stage for ‘La Batterie’ was 30. This sum-
mer’s concert will feature 20 drummers,” Daniels said.

Several local bands will join the performance, including Orquesta Ritmo, Atomic 
Boogaloo and the Jazz Doggs. The setlist will include original pieces by Daniels 
and other arrangements.

Admission is free, but donations to benefit the school’s music scholarship fund 
will be accepted. For more information, visit lcc.edu/showinfo.

Events
from page 19

See Events, Page 21
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French Opera: Bastille Day - Celebrate Bastille Day 
with an afternoon of French opera sung by talented 
local singers. 2:30 p.m. Grace United Methodist 
Church, 1900 Boston Blvd., Lansing. michiganoper-
aoutreach.org.

JUGGLERS AND WOULD-BE JUGGLERS - Jugglers 
meet at the Orchard Street Pump House 2 p.m. 
Sundays. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. mikemar-
hanka@gmail.com.

Laingsburg Outdoor Farmers Market - 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. Roosevelt Row, downtown Laingsburg. 517-295-
8128. laingsburgbusiness.org/farmers-market-1.

“Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About” - 
Exhibit of 31 original works by local artists Doug and 
Susan Smith. Noon-6 p.m. Okemos Library, 4321 
Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/okemos.

Red Cedar Quaker Friends Worship - 10:30 a.m. 
1400 Turner St., Lansing. redcedarfriends.org/
join-us-for-worship.

Samia Halaby: “Eye Witness” - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu. 

Sunday Yoga on Albert - Hosted by Yoga State. 
Bring a yoga mat. Free. 10 a.m. Albert El Fresco, 
corner of M.A.C. Avenue and Albert Street, East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.

Three Sparks Comedy - Free comedy with Three 
Sparks. 7-9 p.m. One North Kitchen & Bar, 5001 W. 
Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. 517-901-5001. onenorthdin-
ing.com.

Monday, July 15
Broadway Jazz Dance - Ten-week class, meets 
biweekly. Ages 12-adult. 6 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion. 
9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com. 

Improv Acting Camp - Students will work with 
a variety of theater games to develop charac-
ters and scene work. Ages 5-13. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 
1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhal-
acenter.com.

Improv Acting Class - Ten-week class, meets bi-
weekly. Ages 12-adult. 7:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Jump Into Reading - Join Ms. Erin for stories, 
songs, activities and therapy dogs. Ages 0-5 with 
caregivers. 11 a.m. Playground of Dreams, 100 
Howe Drive, Eaton Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

“Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About” - 
Exhibit of 31 original works by local artists Doug and 
Susan Smith. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos Library, 4321 
Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/okemos.

Mysteries of the Moon for Kids - Ever wonder 
why the moon changes shape and what it really 
looks like up there? We’ll read a story and do some 
science experiments to answer those questions. 
Ages 3+. 6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

Open Mic Night, hosted by Kathy Ford - 6:30-9:30 
p.m. One North Kitchen & Bar, 5001 W. Saginaw 
Hwy., Lansing. 517-901-5001. onenorthdining.com.

Rest with Music: Denning & Johnson - Take a 
break from your day, relax and enjoy a free concert 
under the “night sky” of the planetarium. Noon. 
Abrams Planetarium, 755 Science Road, East Lan-
sing. health4u.msu.edu/courses/rest-with-music.

Summer Art Camp, Week 3 - Your camper will 
work alongside other kids to experiment, wonder, 
imagine and create in our Kid Studio. Ages 8-11. 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Friday. Broad Art Museum, 547 
E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.
edu/learn/summer-art-camp.

Tuesday, July 16
Ballet Class - Ten-week class. Ages 12-adult. 6 p.m. 
Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Delta Township Music in the Park: Global Village 
(variety), opener School of Rock East Lansing 
- Free. 7 p.m. Sharp Park, 1401 Elmwood Road, 
Lansing. deltami.gov/residents/events/music_in_
the_park.php.

Hidden Grove Estate Modern Elegance-Styled 
Shoot - Join us at Hidden Grove Estate for a stylish 
photoshoot in a beautiful setting! 4-8 p.m. 2335 N. 
Williamston Road, Williamston. mirrorballcollective.
com.

“Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About” - 
Exhibit of 31 original works by local artists Doug and 
Susan Smith. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos Library, 4321 
Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-loca-
tions/okemos.

Midwives, Home Birth & You - If you’re expecting 
and curious about midwives, home birth or doulas, 
join us at our FREE session to hear from practicing 
midwives and doulas about your options. 6 p.m. 
Expectant Parents Organization, 405 W. Greenlawn 
Ave., Lansing. epobaby.org.

Singing the Good Old Songs Again - Join us at 
Beach Market and enjoy a musical performance by 
Jackie and Gary! This event is BYOC, or “Bring Your 
Own Chair.” 7 p.m. 200 W. Lovett St., Charlotte. 
517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

Summer in the Park: Wild Tales, with Potter Park 
Zoo - We’ll read stories about Michigan animals. 
Everyone is welcome; however, this program is 
geared toward families with elementary-aged kids. 
11 a.m. Oak Park, 230 Seminary St., Charlotte. 
charlottelibrary.org.

Trivia at Lansing Shuffle - 7:30-9 p.m. 325 River-
front Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4365. lansingshuffle.
com.

Wednesday, July 17
Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. Kalam-
azoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. allenneighborhood-
center.org/market.

Broadway Jazz Dance - Ten-week class, meets 
biweekly. Ages 12-adult. 6 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Cars & Coneys Cruise-In - All makes and years 
welcome! Drivers (and a passenger) receive a co-
ney dog and free museum admission. 5-8 p.m. R.E. 
Olds Transportation Museum, 240 Museum Drive, 
Lansing. 517-372-0529. reoldsmuseum.org.

Clay Letter Dishes - Craft personalized clay dishes 
in the shape of your favorite letter. Ages 18+. Reg-
istration req. 5:30 p.m. Eaton Rapids Area District 
Library, 220 S. Main St., Eaton Rapids. 517-663-
0950. eradl.org.

Emergency Services - 6 p.m. LSW Emergency 
Services, 7425 Woodbury Road, Laingsburg. 
laingsburg.us.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion. 
9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com. 

Great Michigan Read: Cultural Foods of “Fire-
keeper’s Daughter” - Traditional and non-tradi-
tional foods are part of the Anishinaabe culture 
explored in the book “Firekeeper’s Daughter.” 
We’ll explore the history of these foods — and 
prepare some as well! Ages 16+. 6 p.m. Grand 
Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., 
Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

Capital City Opera Festival
2:30 p.m. Sunday, July 14

2:30 p.m. Aug. 18
7 p.m. Sept. 21

Multiple locations

Michigan Opera Outreach, a project that 
aims to bring music and literacy education to 
third- and fourth-grade classrooms in Greater 
Lansing through fill-in-the-blank word games 
and opera performances, will kick off its sec-
ond annual Capital City Opera Festival with a 
Bastille Day concert 2:30 p.m. Sunday (July 
14) at Grace United Methodist Church. Local 
singers will perform French opera music, from 
Lully to Fauré and Gluck to Massenet. 

The festival will continue on Aug. 18 with a back-to-school concert of operatic 
favorites at Grace United Methodist Church and will wrap up with a gala on Sept. 
21 at the Turner-Dodge House, featuring Mozart’s mini-opera “The Impresario” 
and other works by the composer. Wine and refreshments will follow the perfor-
mance.

Admission to each event is free, with a suggested donation of $20. For more 
information, visit michiganoperaoutreach.org.

Events
from page 20

Improv Acting Class - Ten-week class, meets 
biweekly. Ages 12-adult. 7:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Lansing Concerts in the Park: Sea Cruisers 
(‘50s-‘70s), with Special Guest Jen Sygit - Free. 7 
p.m. Turner-Dodge House, 100 E. North St., Lansing. 
lansingmi.gov/994/Concerts-in-the-Park.

“Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About” - Exhibit 
of 31 original works by local artists Doug and Susan 
Smith. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos 
Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Life Drawing - Drawing session with a clothed model 
or still life. Facilitated by a teaching artist. Ages 13+. 
6 p.m. REACH Studio Art Center, 1804 S. Washington 
Ave., Lansing. reachstudioart.org.

“Mario Kart” Madness - Enjoy snacks and drinks 
as you get ready to drift your way to glory in our 
“Mario Kart” tournament! Grades 4-12. 4 p.m. Eaton 
Rapids Area District Library, 220 S. Main St., Eaton 
Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

Meridian Summer Concert Series: Oxymorons 
(variety) - Free. 6 p.m. Marketplace on the Green, 
1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos. meridian.mi.us/
about-us/calendar/summer-concert-series.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

Mindfulness Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh 
tradition - All are welcome to join our weekly prac-
tice! 7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd., Lansing. lamc.info.

Portland Sounds of Summer Concert Series: Russ 
Holcomb (acoustic variety) - Free. 7 p.m. Two 
Rivers Park, 201 Divine Hwy., Portland. facebook.
com/MiPortlandDowntown. 

Samia Halaby: “Eye Witness” - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

STEAM Science: Marble Machines - Use everyday 
materials to build an obstacle track that moves your 
marble from one place to another. Noon session for 
ages 4-7, 2 p.m. session for ages 8-12. Registration 
req. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jeffer-
son St., Grand Ledge. 

St. Johns Concerts in the Park: Fly2k (‘90s-2000s 
tribute) - Free. 7 p.m. St. Johns City Park, 801 W. 
Park St., St. Johns. facebook.com/StJohnsCityPark-
PerformanceShell.gladl.org.

Stories in the Garden - Explore the garden and stop 
to listen to a picture book as you come across one 
of our volunteer readers! 7-8:30 p.m. Michigan 4-H 
Children’s Garden, 1066 Bogue St., East Lansing. 
elpl.org.

Summer Vibes Karaoke - 8-11 p.m. Lansing Shuffle, 
325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4365. lansing-
shuffle.com.

Walk-in Wednesday - Make a shadow sculpture! 
Free. Children under 7 must attend with a registered 
adult. 4:30-6 p.m. REACH Studio Art Center, 1804 S. 
Washington Ave., Lansing. reachstudioart.org.

Weaving the Web: Wheel of the Year - Join us online 
or in person every Wednesday for discussions, 
rituals, meditations and more! 6 p.m. Weavers of the 
Web, 809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-657-5800. 
weaversoftheweb.org.

Wednesday Yoga on Albert - Hosted by Yoga State. 
Bring a yoga mat. Free. 9:30 a.m. Albert EL Fresco, 
corner of M.A.C. Avenue and Albert Street, East 
Lansing. cityofeastlansing.com.

Thursday, July 18
Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. James 
Couzens Memorial Park, 13753 Main St., Bath. 517-
641-6728. shopbfm.org.

Bridge Street Merchants Night Owl Shopping - A 
variety of stores will be open from 5 to 9 p.m. with 
sales, specials and snacks! Bridge Street, down-
town Grand Ledge. grandledgechamber.com.

Charlotte Community Library Board Meeting 
- The library board meets the third Thursday of 
every month in the Spartan Room at the Charlotte 
Community Library. 7 p.m. 226 S. Bostwick St., 
Charlotte. 517-543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

Charlotte Summer Concerts on the Square: 
The Outsiders (blues/classic rock) - Free. 6:30 
p.m. 1885 Eaton County Courthouse lawn, 100 W. 
Lawrence Ave., Charlotte. facebook.com/charlotte-
chamberofcommerce.

Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or 
any other portable craft project and immerse 
yourself in an evening of creativity, conversation 
and community. 5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 
Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaver-
softheweb.org.

DeWitt Concerts in the Park: Frog & the Beeftones 
(blues rock) - Free. 7 p.m. Riverside Park, 315 S. 
Bridge St., DeWitt. dewittareacc.org/event/con-
certs-in-the-park.

Dimondale Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. Village 
Square, 136 N. Bridge St., Dimondale. 517-646-
0230. villageofdimondale.org/general-3.

Family Pops Concert - The East Lansing Kiwanis 
Community Band presents a free concert suit-
able for all ages. Bring blankets or lawn chairs. 
7 p.m. Robert L. Green Elementary School, 1811 
Pinecrest Drive, East Lansing. 517-332-5662.
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to my neighborhood.
My wrap was $10.99 and came with 

a side of fries. The portion was plenti-
ful considering the price, and the sha-
warma itself was flavorful, with sea-
sonings like turmeric and sumac. Fresh 
vegetables included raw, spicy red 
onion; tomato; lettuce; and perhaps 
a sprig of parsley. But the wrap really 
came together when I reached a bite 
containing the subtle white sauce. To 
be honest, even more sauce would’ve 
been appreciated. 

Halfway through the wrap, I was 
delighted by a surprise pickle! About 
the size of a quarter and nestled where 
a pickled turnip might be in a typical 
wrap, the briny zest added something 
unique to my bite. 

My fries were thick-cut and cooked 
to shades of golden brown, topped with 
a generous sprinkling of large salt crys-
tals, and the side of garlic sauce had a 
nice balance of lemony and earthy fla-
vor. 

The delightful mixes of crunchy and 
smooth, savory and citrusy, and fresh 
and fried added up to everything a 
shawarma wrap with fries should be. 
Given another convenient opportuni-
ty, I won’t hesitate to try Noosh again. 
Because I love many of our other lo-
cal Middle Eastern restaurants, like 
Woody’s, ChouPli and Aladdin’s, I’ll 
have to add Noosh to my rotation, but 
I wouldn’t be surprised if it quickly 
climbed the charts.

By CHELSEA LAKE ROBERTS

Though I’m grateful that my 
summer schedule is piping hot 
with invites to cookouts and 
bonfires, I’ll admit that I’ve 
been hitting the sauce (barbe-
cue, that is). After a long hol-
iday weekend, I was anx-
ious to return to my usual 
diet of Middle Eastern 
cuisine. 

While hauling some 
gently loved items to the 
thrift store Monday night 
(July 8), I called to or-
der a chicken shawarma 
wrap from Noosh Afghan 
Cuisine, and it was just 
getting boxed up when I 
made my way back east 
approximately 10 to 15 
minutes later. As I waited 
for my takeout, I watched with delight 
as large plates of rice and chicken left 

the kitchen on their 
way to the other din-
ers. 

Formerly Nola Bis-
tro, Noosh’s propri-
etors have made only 
minimal adaptations 
to the restaurant, in-

cluding stylish 
outdoor tables 
with red umbrel-
las, large pho-
tos on the walls 
(presumably of 
A f g h a n i s t a n ) 
and two small 
m a n n e q u i n s 
atop the bever-
age cooler wear-
ing traditional 
Afghan clothing. 
Overall, it’s still a 
welcoming, fami-

ly-friendly environment, and I’m hap-
py to see a new(ish) restaurant so close 

By ARI LEVAUX

Sometime in the mid-1990s, after 
a lifetime of servitude to the shriv-
eled heads of garlic I would bring 
home from the supermarket, I fi-
nally declared myself independent. 
As a cook and a garlic lover, I would 
no longer stand for gar-
lic heads containing 47 
cloves each — cloves I had 
to painstakingly peel one 
by one to get the itty-bitty 
chunks of garlic inside. 

Since then, I’ve been 
fortunate to interact ex-
clusively with big, easy-to-peel cloves. 
It’s the best garlic money can buy, 
and I get it for free because I grow 
it. It takes about nine months, from 
September to the following summer, 
for a clove to grow into a head. If 
you’re going to invest that much time 
and effort, you should be planting the 
good stuff.

The central distinction in garlic 
botany is between the hardneck and 

softneck varieties. The cheap stuff 
from the supermarket is of the soft-
neck persuasion, while the good stuff 
is all hardneck. The name hardneck 
refers to the flower-like organ, called 
a scape, that sprouts from the middle 
of the garlic plant around the summer 
solstice. The scapes must be pulled 

to redirect all of the 
plant’s energy into the 
below-ground bulb, so 
it grows as large as pos-
sible. This chore is also 
the first garlic harvest 
of the season. 

If you want to be in-
dependent like me and plant your 
own garlic, the best place to find 
hardneck is your local farmers mar-
ket. You can also order it online, al-
though most farms tend to sell out 
of the good stuff before the mid-July 
harvest.

Wherever you get your seed garlic, 
it will cost you. Just remember that 
your initial investment will be offset 
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

The perfect handheld to wrap up the weekend 
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FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.
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WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!
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Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Gaining garlic independence

See Flash, Page 23

Chelsea Roberts for City Pulse

Noosh Afghan Cuisine’s chicken shawarma 
wrap. Not pictured: a surprise pickle!

Chicken shawarma wrap
$10.99

Noosh Afghan Cuisine
603 N. Waverly Road, 

Lansing
10:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Monday-

Saturday
Noon-8 p.m. Sunday

(517) 327-4771
nooshafghan.wixsite.com/

noosh-afghan-cuisine
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 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

TOP 5 OLIVE BURGERS

Based on your votes in City Pulse’s 2023 
Top of the Town contest. Bon appétit!

1. Dagwood’s Tavern & Grill
Casual American mainstay off ering 
handcrafted burgers and grill fare, 
plus sports on TV
2803 E. Kalamazoo St., Lansing
(517) 374-0390
dagwoodstavern.com
11 a.m.-11 p.m. daily

2. Hard Knocks Food Truck
Roaming eatery specializing in comfort
food with a twist 
(517) 488-7088
See facebook.com/p/Hard-Knocks-Food-

Truck-100041166143454 for locations 
and hours

3. Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop
1920s diner with a collection of antique 
Kewpie dolls serving burgers, homemade
root beer and shakes
118 S. Washington Square, Lansing
(517) 482-8049
westonskewpee.com
10:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday
10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday-Friday

4. Olympic Broil
Casual fast-food outpost serving hefty 
burgers, coney dogs, wraps and 
sandwiches
1320 N. Grand River Ave., Lansing
(517) 485-8584
olympicbroil.com
10:30 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Saturday

5. The Peanut Barrel
American bar and grill off ering burgers, 
sandwiches, beer and an outdoor patio
521 E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing
(517) 351-0608
peanutbarrel.com
11 a.m.-11 p.m. Sunday-Thursday
11 a.m.-midnight Friday-Saturday

TOP 5
DINING GUIDE
THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED 

BY CITY PULSE READERS
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by the fact that you’ll never have 
to buy garlic again.

As you round up your seed gar-
lic and figure out where to plant 
it, you should also take steps to 
prepare the ground as necessary. 
If it’s a fully prepped garden bed 
that’s ready to go, you can skip 
this step. But if the location of 
your new garlic patch is over-
grown with weeds or is currently 
a piece of lawn, you can kill all 
the plants by laying down a piece 
of plastic, preferably black. After 
eight weeks, the weeds or grass 
will be gone, and the dirt beneath 
the plastic will turn over like but-
ter. 

Since I can’t stand to see an 
empty piece of dirt in my garden, 
I like to fill it with short-season 
crops like radish, cilantro, spin-
ach and other plants that will be 
done by late September or will 
peacefully coexist with the garlic 
I plant around them.

Recently, I’ve been harvesting 
the scapes from last year’s plant-
ing. I yank each one gently as 
soon as it’s long enough to grab. 
If you do it right, the scape breaks 
deep inside the plant and emerg-
es with a pop, yielding an extra 

tender and juicy garlic heart. 
The other day, I chopped up 

some scapes and put them in a 
pan with some radishes I pulled 
from next year’s garlic patch. I 
fried the scapes and radishes — 
including the chopped radish 
leaves — and when they were 
cooked, I poured in some beat-
en eggs. I put a lid on the pan 
and let the eggs cook slowly un-
til they were done to my liking. I 
seasoned with salt and hot sauce 
and basked in the feisty taste of 
freedom.

Scape pasta with parsley
The parsley can be swapped for ba-

sil, oregano or other herbs. For a non-
veg option, sprinkle fried ground beef 
on top as a garnish. This dish can be 
a bit spicy because the scapes are only 
slightly cooked by the hot noodles. If 
you want it mellower, fry the scapes.

1 pound pasta of your choosing
About one scape per eater, 
depending on how much garlic 
they like
One bunch parsley or other herbs 

1/2 cup olive oil 
1/2 cup grated pasta cheese 
Optional: ground meat and 
tomato sauce
While the pasta cooks, chop the 

scapes and herbs finely. Brown the 
meat if using. Heat the marinara 
if you want some. Fry the scapes if 
you can’t take the heat.

When the pasta is done, drain 
and toss with the oil, herbs, scapes 
and cheese. Garnish with red sauce 
and meat.

Flash
from page 22

Courtesy of Ari LeVaux

Scape pasta with parsley and a ground beef garnish.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 18

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 18

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF A ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS
WILLIAMSTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES

INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

Pursuant to Section 401 of Michigan Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended (the Michigan 
Zoning Enabling Act), notice is hereby given that at a regular meeting held on May 8th, 2024, 
the Williamstown Township Board of Trustees adopted amendments to Sections 1.03 and 
8.03 and Articles 11.00, 13.00, 14.00, 15.00 and 18.00 of the Zoning Ordinance.  

The principal purpose of the amendments is to permit Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) in all 
single-family zoning districts and Planned Development districts in Williamstown Township.  
An ADU is a smaller, independent residential dwelling unit located on the same lot as a 
stand-alone (i.e., detached) single-family home.  An ADU has its own kitchen, bath, living 
area, sleeping area, and separate entrance.  

A copy of the ordinance amendments may be obtained or inspected at the Williamstown 
Township Hall, 4990 Zimmer Road, Williamston, MI 48895 during normal business hours.  
Pursuant to Section 401(6) of Act 110, the amendments shall take effect upon expiration of 
seven days after publication of this notice.

Robin Cleveland, Township Clerk
CP#24-578

In the matter of Shirlean B. Hauser, deceased: TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:* and 
creditors (known and unknown) whose address(es) are unknown and whose interest in the 
matter may be barred or affected by the following: TAKE NOTICE:* The Settlor, Shirlean B. 
Hauser (dob 07/11/1967) who lived at 6737 English Oak Drive, East Lansing, MI 48823, died 
on March 21, 2024. There is no personal representative of the settlor’s estate to whom letters 
of adminstration have been issued. Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims 
against Shirlean B. Hauser will be forever barred unless presented to Gary M. Hauser, 
Trustee of the Gary & Shirlean Hauser Revocable Living Trust, dated February 27, 2013, at 
6737 English Oak Drive, East Lansing, MI 48823, within four months after the date of 
publication, 07/10/2024. Notice is further given that the Trust will thereafter be assigned and 
distributed to the persons entitled to it. Attorney: Stephen L. Hicks, #P69221, 11973 
Sweetwater Dr., Grand Ledge, MI 48837, 517-622-1900. Petitioner: Gary M. Hauser, 6737 
English Oak Drive, East Lansing, MI 48823.

CP#24-576

H&H Mobil Abandoned Auto Auction
Viewing 7/18/24 By Appointment

2818 E. Kalamazoo St.
Lansing, MI 48912
Call 517-332-6335

Bids must be submitted by 8 am 7/22/24
at 1500 Haslett Rd. East Lansing, MI 48823

For more info go to www.hhmobil.com
CP#24-571

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com
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ALL EXTRACTS 20% off
EXCLUDES PREVIOUS DISC. ITEMS

July 8–July 14

SHOP NOW

INFUSED PRE-ROLLS
5 for $49

Pro Gro
Infused Preroll 3-pk

10 for $29
Magic/Superfire/Terpene Stix

| |

B2G1 FREE
Element

Infused Prerolls

EDIBLES
BOGO

Dream
200mg

RSO
BOGO

Rise
RSO

10 for $99
Bamn

Legacy and 
Fruit Series

5 for $99
Pro Gro

Live Resin Vapes

B2G1 FREE
Breeze

Disposable

4 for $39
Breeze

510 Carts

VAPES
15 for $75

Bamn

B2G1 FREE
Afternoon Delight

Live Resin 2g

2 for $39
Element

Live Resin Dabs 1g

$10 ea
Element

THCA Dabs 1g

B2G1 FREE
Afternoon Delight

Rosin 1g

3 for $90
High Grade
3g Buckets

DABS

DISCLAIMER:  For use by individuals 21 years of age or older or registered qualifying patients only. Keep out of reach of children. It is illegal to drive a motor vehicle while under the influence of marihuana. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222

WARNING: USE BY PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING WOMEN, OR BY WOMEN PLANNING TO BECOME PREGNANT, MAY RESULT IN FETAL INJURY, PRETERM BIRTH, LOW BIRTH WEIGHT, OR DEVELOPMENTAL PROBLEMS FOR THE CHILD.


