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There’s a lot on the line this
election. Learn more about voting
on or before Election Day at:on or before Election Day at:

All Michiganders are now guaranteed at least
nine days of early voting, for at least eight hours
a day, before all statewide and federal elections.

To find your early voting locations
and hours, visit mi.gov/vote and
select “Your voter information.”

At an early voting site, you can
get your ballot, complete it, and
run it through a tabulator just
like you would at your polling
place on Election Day.

Hey Voter!HHHHHeeeeeyyyyy VVVVVoVoVoooottttteeeeerrrrr!!!!!

Voting has never been
more convenient
or accessible!
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Harris effect in Michigan may mean most to down-ballot Dems
Judith Daubenmier’s first dose of 

political activism came when she vol-
unteered for John Kerry’s presidential 
campaign in 2004. 

In May, the Livingston County 
Democratic Party chair earned her 
first selection as a Democratic dele-
gate for Michigan’s 7th Congressio-
nal District, which includes Ingham 
County. That means she’ll vote for the 
party’s presidential nominee during 
the virtual roll call before next month’s 
national convention in Chicago. 

Until President Biden bowed out, 
Daubenmier was sure she would sup-
port him. 

“I felt sad for him and had a lot 
of empathy for what he was going 
through and what it must have felt 
like to make that decision,” she said. 
“It took a while to work through that 
— but then I started thinking about 
the future.” 

What might that political future 
look like for Michiganders? 

Assuming Vice President Kama-
la Harris locks up the Democratic 
nomination, Michigan State Univer-
sity political science Professor Matt 
Grossman said the pivot still won’t 
necessarily put the state’s 15 electoral 
votes out of reach for either party.

“To the extent that Biden had a rel-
ative advantage over Harris, it would 
have been among older white vot-
ers, which Michigan has a lot more 
of than other states,” Grossman said. 
“So, the switch does not necessarily 
help in Michigan as much as it helped 
elsewhere. And there certainly still is 
the danger of losing for Democrats.”

The potential trade-off comes in 
Harris’ expected appeal among young-
er and minority voters. In February, 
13% of the state’s Democratic primary 
voters selected the “uncommitted” op-
tion to protest Biden’s handling of the 
Israeli war. Many of those votes came 
from the 500,000 Arab Americans in 
Michigan — the most of any state — 
and college-age adults.

Thasin Sardar, an Islamic Society of 
Greater Lansing trustee, said Harris’ 
expected candidacy could chip away 
at that protest vote. 

“I do see some attrition of some who 
were motivated to join the movement 
not only because of Gaza but also be-

cause Biden was not a winning can-
didate,” he said. “I’m pretty sure they 
all care for Gaza, but I think they 
may also see Harris as having a good 
chance.”

Before Biden dropped out, some 
thought he was also starting to lose 
ground with Black voters, long con-
sidered one of his strongest electoral 
demographics. Could that leak be sty-
mied with Harris — who is half-Black 
and half-Indian — atop the ticket?

Daubenmier thinks so. But it’s still 
too early to tell for Michigan State 
University associate political science 
Professor Corwin Smidt.

“That’s one group that one would 
assume she can cement support with, 
but there’s a little concern about how 
much of a connection she’ll have with 
the Black voters in Michigan, which 
tend to also be older,” Smidt said.

She may earn new supporters else-
where, however. 

“There is an Asian-American com-
munity in suburban Detroit that does 
seem a little less unified politically,” he 
added. “The fact that she’s half-Indian 
American could resonate with some 
of those groups that you don’t tradi-
tionally see as active in Michigan pol-
itics,” Smidt said.

Despite these unknowns, Grossman 

predicted that Michigan’s electoral 
coalition would be “90% to 95% the 
same.” 

Smidt agreed but added that the 
implications of Biden’s withdrawal 
may be more visible in who is and isn’t 
representing Michigan next year.

“When it comes to Michigan, it’s 
not like this is like a sea change, but it 
does sort of shuffle the chess pieces or 
the type of communication you might 
see,” Smidt said.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s future 
is among the pieces that may be in 
play. While Whitmer has twice stated 
that she isn’t interested in becoming 
Harris’ running mate, her potential to 
help turn a key swing state blue means 
she’ll remain in the conversation. 

“We have evidence that home state 
VP candidates do matter, but we’re 
talking about a very small 1% or so,” 
Grossman explained. “Were Whitmer 
in it, that would still make a specific 
difference in Michigan. Now, there 
are many other actors on that list, so, 
more than likely, it will go to someone 
else.”

If Whitmer stays put, Harris’ rise 
could still impact Michigan’s future, 
including in the race for Michigan’s 
7th U.S. House District, which in-
cludes Ingham County. Democrat 

Curtis Hertel Jr. and Republican 
Tom Barrett want to succeed three-
term Rep. Elissa Slotkin. The latter, a 
Democrat, is expected to face former 
Rep. Mike Rogers for the U.S. Senate, 
pending the outcome of the Aug. 6 
primary. 

Based on a poll by the nonpartisan 
firm Noble Predictive Insights con-
ducted July 8 to 11, Barrett leads Her-
tel 48% to 41%, with 11% of the sur-
vey’s 532 respondents still undecided. 
The same polls suggested the Senate 
race would be much closer, with Rog-
ers leading Slotkin by one point at 
48%, with 4% undecided. 

Grossman said Harris’ increased 
popularity with younger and minority 
voters could change the trajectory of 
these down-ballot races. For one, her 
candidacy may promote greater turn-
out, theoretically bolstering Demo-
crats.

“In general, there’s an extremely 
strong relationship between the pres-
idential vote and votes for all other 
partisan offices on the same day. It 
could be two or three points, but that 
could be important in determining 
the winner of those elections,” Gross-
man said. 

With Biden out, Smidt added that 
Hertel’s odds of shoring up younger or 
moderate-leaning voters may also be 
boosted. 

“There’s sort of a social media cache 
with Kamala Harris that could mo-
bilize younger people more,” Smidt 
said. “Because this is a split district, 
Michigan State voters alone can be a 
decisive factor.”

Still, Smidt views Michigan’s Sen-
ate matchup as “more important 
than the presidential race.”

“You have Slotkin, who’s got some 
vulnerabilities in her base in terms of 
Israel and Gaza, and Rogers, who is 
seen as kowtowing to Trump in some 
ways. To me, that race has much 
more to say about the state party’s 
future and how both parties look 
coming into 2026 and 2028 than it 
does the presidential election,” Smidt 
said.

Grossman said the results of that 
race could ultimately echo that of the 
presidential contest.

Courtesy Ingham County Democratic Party

Ingham County Democrats gather for August 2023 meeting at Fiesta Charra restau-
rant on Lake Lansing Road. Congressional candidate Curtis Hertel Jr., in the black suit 
in the back, may be among down-ticket candidates who benefit from the shakeup at 
the top of the ticket.

See DEMS, Page 6



6 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • July 24, 2024

“If it were literally 50-50 in the presi-
dential race, you’d still expect Slotkin to 
win, but not much more than that. She 
pretty much needs Democrats to either 
win Michigan or come close,” he said.

State Sen. Sarah Anthony, D-Lansing, 

believes Democrats can win big if they 
focus on issues like inflation, the cost of 
living, the environment and reproduc-
tive rights. 

“When Harris has come to the state, 
by and large, it’s been around reproduc-
tive health care, which was a defining 
issue two years ago when the Democrat-
ic trifecta was elected and continues to 
be at the top of mind for Michiganders, 

particularly women,” Anthony said. 
Daubenmier agreed, noting that she 

hopes Michigan voters will get behind 
Harris. 

“Some people will feel more interest-
ed in the campaign now because they 
wanted to see a new face. They wanted 
to see someone younger, and I think that 
will help us tremendously,” she said. 

— TYLER SCHNEIDER

DEMS
from page 5

Judith Daubenmeier

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF ELECTION

FOR THE TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2024 ELECTION

To the qualified electors of the City of Lansing:

Please take notice that the City of Lansing will hold an Election on Tuesday, August 6, 
2024.  Polls will be open at 7:00 a.m. and will remain open until 8:00 p.m.

For the purpose of nominating candidates to the following offices:
U.S. Senator, U.S. Representative in Congress, State Senator, State 
Representative, County Prosecuting Attorney, County Sheriff, County Clerk, 
County Treasurer, County Register of Deeds, County Drain Commissioner, 
County Commissioner, Delegates to County Convention

For the purpose of voting on the following proposals:
Ingham County: Elder Persons Millage, Basic Health Services Millage

Voting Precincts and Polling Places are:

Lansing Ward 1
Pct. 1 – Gier Park Community Center
Pct. 2 – Johnson Fieldhouse
Pct. 3 – Post Oak School
Pct. 4 – Grand River Head Start
Pct. 5 – Foster Community Center
Pct. 8 – Johnson Fieldhouse
Pct. 9 – Potter Park Zoo
Pct. 10 – Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Sample ballots can be found at www.Michigan.gov/vote. To comply with the Help 
America Vote Act (HAVA), voting instructions will be available in audio format and in 
Braille. Arrangements for obtaining the instructions in these alternative formats can be 
made by contacting the City Clerk’s Office in advance of the election. All polling locations 
are accessible for voters with disabilities.

To see if you are registered or to find your polling location, please visit www.
Michigan.gov/vote.

Photo Identification OR Affidavit Required to Vote:
Under a Michigan law upheld by the Michigan Supreme Court, ALL voters will be asked 
to show photo identification to vote at the polls. Voters without identification will be 
required to fill out and sign an affidavit to receive a ballot.

Anyone who qualifies as an elector may register to vote in person with proof of residency 
(MCL 168.492) at the following locations and times:

Lansing Ward 2
Pct. 12 – Lyons School
Pct. 13 – Cavanaugh School
Pct. 14 – Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Pct. 15 – Parker Memorial Baptist Church
Pct. 16 – Parker Memorial Baptist Church
Pct. 17 – Parker Memorial Baptist Church
Pct. 18 – Unitarian Universalist Church
Pct. 20 – Unitarian Universalist Church

Lansing Ward 4
Pct. 32 – Dr. Evans Welcome Center 
(formerly Elmhurst School)
Pct. 34 – Bread House Church
Pct. 35 – Letts Community Center
Pct. 36 – First Presbyterian Church 
Pct. 37 – Neighborhood Empowerment 
Center
Pct. 38 – Letts Community Center
Pct. 39 – Hope Christian Ministries 
International Church
Pct. 40 – Hope Christian Ministries 
International Church

Lansing Ward 3
Pct. 22 – Alfreda Schmidt Southside 
Community Center
Pct. 23 – Dwight Rich School
Pct. 24 – Dwight Rich School 
Pct. 25 – Tabernacle of David Church
Pct. 26 – Tabernacle of David Church
Pct. 27 – Dr. Halik Professional 
Develop Center (formerly Wainwright 
School)
Pct. 28 – Alfreda Schmidt Southside 
Community Center
Pct. 30 – Alfreda Schmidt Southside 
Community Center

Location Address Regular Business Hours
June 27 – August 2

Lansing City Clerk –   
City Hall

124 W Michigan Ave
Lansing, MI 48933

Mon – Fri
8am – 5pm

Lansing 
City Clerk –    Reo 
Elections Office

1221 Reo Rd. Lansing, 
MI 48910

Mon – Fri
8am – 5pm

Wednesdays
8am – 7pm

Additional times outside of the above listed regular business hours are as follows:

Location Address Additional Hours

Lansing City Clerk – 
City Hall

124 W Michigan Ave
Lansing, MI 48933

Monday
August 5

8am – 4pm 

Election Day
August 6

7am – 8pm

Lansing 
City Clerk –    Reo 
Elections Office

1221 Reo Rd.
 Lansing, MI 48910

Monday
August 5

8am – 4pm 

Saturday
August 3

9am – 5pm

Sunday
August 4

9am – 5pm

Election Day
August 6

7am – 8pm

ABSENT VOTER BALLOTS
Any registered voter may request an Absent Voter Ballot.  No reason required.

The Lansing City Clerk’s Office must have an application to issue an Absent Voter Ballot. 
Applications are available at the locations referenced in the above tables or by visiting 
our website at lansingvotes.gov.

Friday, August 2, 2024 at 5:00 pm is the deadline to request an absentee ballot be 
mailed to you.

Monday, August 5, 2024 at 4:00 pm is the deadline to request an absentee ballot in 
person, except for those who register to vote on Election Day.

Those registering to vote on Election Day, Tuesday, August 6, 2024, are eligible to 
receive an absent voter ballot at the Lansing City Clerk’s Office, locations referenced in 
the above table.

Chris Swope, MMC/MiPMC
Lansing City Clerk 
Phone: 517-483-4131
Email: city.clerk@lansingmi.gov
Website: www.lansingvotes.gov
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#24-591
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Equal Housing Lender  |  Member FDIC
Programs for qualified borrowers. All borrowers are subject to credit approval, underwriting 
approval, and product requirements including loan to value, credit score limits, and other 
lender terms and conditions. Fees and charges may vary by state and are subject to change 
without notice. Some restrictions may apply. Not a commitment to lend. Grants are limited and 
subject to change without notice. Recipients must meet program requirements and applicable 
restrictions. Homeownership education may be required.

Let’s take the  
dream out of dream home.

Get started today.
Scan the QR code, visit  
flagstar.com/welcomehome  
or call 517-715-4663 now.

Here are three ways we can help:
•  Low or no down payment options
•  Grants and gifts to help lower costs 
•  Affordable payments

Home Loans

U of M-Sparrow offers a glimmer of hope for old Eastern High
By BERL SCHWARTZ

University of Michigan Health–
Sparrow is listening.

Its president, Margaret Dimond, 
met Monday with a group, including 
myself, seeking to save old Eastern 
High School. Two weeks ago, 
the health system declared 
that the landmark building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue had to be 
demolished to make room for a 
proposed psychiatric facility.

Monday, though, Dimond 
backed off.

After more than an hour of 
discussion, during which she 
had indicated there may be room for 
reconsideration, I asked her, “The last 
public statement was, basically, East-
ern’s gone. Is there a change.”

“If Eastern were all gone,” Dimond 
replied, “we wouldn’t be listening.”

She went on: “I think there are ways 
we can preserve pieces. I don’t know 
what those pieces are yet, because we 
have to see not only where the psych 
hospital fits in, but what’s the 10-year 
plan for the campus.”

Certainly, her comment is far from a 
promise to save the landmark build-

ing. But its demolition is no longer a 
fait accompli, either. Maybe the psych 
hospital can fit in elsewhere on the 
Michigan Avenue campus.

A sign of a potential shift in U of 
Health-Sparrow’s thinking came 

when state Sen. Sarah Anthony, 
D-Lansing, asked if there was a 
“middle ground” while site plans 
were still being developed.

Yes, said Dimond.
Dimond also readily agreed to 

a suggestion by eastside leader 
Joan Nelson that a preserva-

tionist and health system officials 
tour old Eastern and its grounds 

together.
That is important because not every 

inch of old Eastern is historic and 
hence worth saving.

For example, Nancy Mahlow, pres-
ident of the Eastside Neighborhood 
Organization, pointed out that the 
east and west wings are expendable. 
“What we want to save are the front 
of the building and the auditorium,” 
Mahlow said.

During the meeting in the phy-
sicians’ dining room, Dimond and 
Dr. John Baker, the system’s medical 

director for behavorial health, laid out 
the case for the new facility, which is 
planned to be five stories.

“Our community is in desperate 
need of local beds” adjacent to the 
hospital, said Dimond. She said U of 
M Health-Sparrow is licensed for 58 
or 59 beds. She added that the situa-
tion worsened when McLaren Health 
decided to close its psych unit when it 
moved to its new facility, costing the 
community up to 40 beds.

Baker explained that half of the 
patients who need mental-health care 
also have other medical needs requir-
ing treatment.

“It takes three to four days for 
patients to get a bed in any behavo-
rial health facility these days,” Baker 
said. “The need is even more dire for 
adolescent patients. Wait times are 
longer. No exclusively adolescent beds 
are here at U of M Health-Sparrow 
Hospital, and every week we see ado-
lescents who overdose, and they have 
even longer waits for available beds 
elsewhere.”

“Elsewhere” means Grand Rapids, 
Ann Arbor and beyond.

Kira Carter Robertson, U of M 

Health/Sparrow Lansing’s chief 
operating officer, reviewed other 
considerations, such as proximity 
to public transportation, “extremely 
onerous and complex” health-care 
regulations that argue against rehab-
bing a 96-year-old building, and so 
on. “The Eastern campus location 
really checked all our boxes” for a new 
facility, she said.

Our group responded that it under-
stood the seriousness of Greater Lan-
sing’s mental-health-care shortcomings 
and backed U of M Health-Sparrow’s 
goal. As Council member Ryan Kost, 
who represents the east side, put 
it, “Everyone in this room has been 
touched by some kind of mental health 
crisis within their own family.”

However, Kost questioned why the 
facility, which is projected to occupy 
seven to nine acres, needed to replace 
Eastern.

“There’s 23 acres that Sparrow owns, 
according to the Ingham County As-
sessor’s Office,” he said. Much of that 
is surface parking “actually adjacent to 
the emergency room,” he added. East-
ern, he pointed out, is across from a 

See Eastern, Page 8
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF
CAPITAL AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY’S

PROPOSED FISCAL 2025 PROGRAM OF PROJECTS &
PUBLIC HEARING ON ITS PROPOSED FISCAL 2025 BUDGET 

Capital Area Transportation Authority hereby provides notice to the public and to pri-
vate providers of its proposed fiscal 2025 program of projects and public hearing on its 
fiscal 2025 budget.

The proposed fiscal 2025 program of projects follows:

PROGRAM OF PROJECTS
CAPITAL

Section 5307 Formula Funding

Item Federal Share Total Grant Budget

Less Than 30’ Replacement Bus $            555,500 $              694,375

Large Buses 40 Foot Replacement $         4,721,383 $           5,901,729

Van Replacement $            397,190 $              496,487

Facility Improvements (Admin, Mainte-
nance, Storage)

$            173,189 $               216,486

Bus Terminal Facility Improvements $              86,594 $              108,243

Facility – A & E Design (CTC/CAMG) $               97,631 $              122,039

Customer Enhancements – 
Shelters

$            173,189 $              216,486

Customer Enhancements – Ped. Access/
Walkways/Concrete

$              64,946 $                81,182

Customer Enhancements – 
A & E Design

$                 8,659 $                10,824

Customer Enhancements – 
Signage $                2,598 $                  3,247

Spare Parts $            127,345 $              159,181

IT Hardware and Software $            255,287 $              319,109

Safety & Security – Equipment $              64,906 $                81,132

Maintenance Equipment $              86,594 $              108,243

Support Vehicle Replacement $              84,897 $              106,121

Preventive Maintenance $            952,540 $           1,190,675

Planning $               21,649 $                  27,061

Consultant Services $               63,474 $                 79,342

Emergency Response $                1,299 $                   1,624

Total $            7,938,869 $             9,923,586

Section 5339 Bus and Bus Facilities Funding

Item Federal Share Total Grant Budget

Large Buses 40-foot Replacement $            446,666 $             558,332

Less Than 30’ Replacement Bus $            402,970 $             503,713

Total $            849,636 $             1,062,045

Section 5310 Funding Request
Item Federal Share Total Grant Budget

Less Than 30’ Replacement Bus $            318,311 $              397,889

Total $            318,311             $                                397,889

OPERATIONS

Federal Share Section 5307 and Other*                 $                   15,780,000
State Share*                                                                               $ 21,684,000
Local Share                                                                                $ 26,388,000
Farebox and Other                                            $ 8,125,400
Total                                                                    $ 71,977,400

Total Capital/Operations                                  $ 83,360,920

The proposed program of projects will constitute the final program of projects if 
there are no changes. Additional details on the proposed fiscal 2025 program of proj-
ects and a copy of the proposed fiscal 2025 budget are available for public inspection at 
CATA’s Administration Building, 4615 Tranter St., Lansing, MI 48910.  

CATA will hold a public hearing on its proposed fiscal 2025 budget Wednesday, Aug. 21, 
2024, at 4 p.m. at the Lansing Center Governor’s Room, 333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, 
MI 48933.

The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support the proposed bud-
get will be a subject of this hearing. This will be a levy under the current authorized 
millage. There is NO proposal for a new millage.

Written comments on the program of projects or the budget should be addressed to 
CATA Marketing, Attn: Program/Budget Comments, 4615 Tranter St., Lansing, MI 
48910, or emailed to marketing@cata.org and must be received by 4 p.m., Aug. 21, 
2024. Reasonable accommodations will be made for persons with disabilities and 
should be requested by Aug. 19, 2024.

Capital Area Transportation Authority 
Bradley T. Funkhouser, AICP, Chief Executive Officer

*Includes federal and state preventive-maintenance funds.
CP#24-592

parking structure.  With Eastern’s east 
and west wings torn down and the 
abundance of surface parking, “that 
would satisfy the seven to nine acres.”

Our group included Mary Olds 
Toshach, president of Preservation 
Lansing, who called on U of M-Spar-
row to consider incorporating old 
Eastern in some fashion.

A U of M graduate herself, she said 
her alma mater “has always been 
innovative” architecturally in “put-
ting modern additions on historic 

buildings.”
Why couldn’t some mental-health 

services be provided there, even if it 
does not lend itself to a hospital? Why 
couldn’t it be used for health educa-
tion purposes? Or offices?

My 2 cents were largely limited to 
two points.

One was to argue for saving East-
ern’s auditorium. It is a one-of-a-kind 
space in our city, which failed to save 
any of the five downtown movie the-
aters it once boasted. There is no other 
available space like it in Lansing.

What to do with it? It might make 
an ideal home for the orphaned 
Lansing Symphony Orchestra, which 

is forced to perform at the Wharton 
Center in East Lansing. The Ovation, 
which the city is building downtown, 
will be too small. But Eastern’s wood-
lined auditorium, with 1,660 seats, 
could be retrofitted into a first-class 
hall for the LSO and other uses, 
including large gatherings of U of M 
Health-Sparrow employees. What 
could be more fitting than the Jack Da-
vis Symphony Hall, named for the late 
Eastern grad who gave so much sup-
port and leadership to the local arts? 

My other point was that Lansing 
is a company town — and U of M 
Health-Sparrow, which purchased 
Sparrow in 2022, is not yet one 

of those companies. If it wants to 
alienate Lansing residents for genera-
tions to come, then it should demolish 
Eastern.

Reflecting the entire group’s desire 
to find a solution, Jim Lynch, president 
of the Eastern High School Alumni 
Association alluded to how much U of 
M Health-Sparrow’s decision will affect 
the area’s tens of thousands of gradu-
ates and their families when he said, “I 
can’t hold them back forever.”

If U of M Health-Sparrow wants 
their goodwill, then it should continue 
to listen and try its best to find a way 
to preserve Eastern High School in 
much more than a token way.

Eastern
from page 7
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

The Lansing City 
Council voted unani-
mously to sell City Hall 
to Chicago developer 
J. Paul Beitler for $2.78 
million, allowing him to 
redevelop the 10-story, 
129,000-square-foot 
building into a 183-
room hotel. It will offi-
cially change hands once 
the city moves into the $40 million, 75,000-square-foot city hall 
facility set to be built at the corner of Grand Avenue and Lenaw-
ee Street. The new city hall construction is expected to start next 
winter and will take 14 months. “I am thrilled that we can now 
move forward with a proposal that is another piece of downtown 
Lansing’s transformation,” said Mayor Andy Schor. “Selling City 
Hall to Beitler Real Estate and seeing us realize the vision to 
turn the building into a hotel and dining destination is fantastic 
for our city.”

The food safety and biotech 
company Neogen is asking the 
City of Lansing and the Michi-
gan Economic Development 
Corp./Michigan Strategic 
Fund for more brownfield tax 
credits in exchange for further 
investment to expand its cam-
pus. The city and the Lansing 

Economic Development Corp. said their partnership with Neo-
gen has resulted in a $135 million investment and 55 jobs. The 
company would demolish a building at 720 E. Shiawassee St., 
build a 35,000-square-foot building and acquire and renovate a 
building at 703 E. Michigan Ave.

The Navy’s Expeditionary 
Fast Transport ship, the EPF-
16, will be named the USNS 
Lansing, Navy Secretary Car-
los Del Toro announced on the 
Capitol, joined by Gov. Gretch-
en Whitmer and Mayor Schor.
The craft is a shallow draft, all aluminum, commercial-based 
catamaran capable of short-distance personnel and cargo lift, 
the Navy said, that provides “high-speed mobility, bridging the 
gap between low-speed sealift and high-speed airlift.” The ship is 
being built and is in the first steps of the commissioning process. 

MSU Health Care announced 
Thursday that it has launched 
the Neuro Care Network in 
a joint operating agreement 
with U-M Health-Sparrow to 
offer local neurological ser-

vices, including inpatient and outpatient neurology, neu-
rosurgery, electrodiagnostic, and infusion service lines 
from both institutions. Due to this collaboration, new service 
lines are also anticipated and will be announced as they are 
ready for patients. The network will comprise practitioners from 
both entities providing services at both facilities. More info is 
available at https://healthcare.msu.edu/.

Michael Jonathan Wetmore, 46, of Lan-
sing, was arraigned Monday on charges 
that he threatened retired Eaton County 
Judge Julie Reincke. The charges include a 
felony charge of false report or threat of ter-
rorism and a misdemeanor charge of malicious 
use of telecommunications services. Wetmore 
faces up to 20 years in prison if convicted. Pros-
ecutors said he called the Eaton County Sheriff ’s Office Friday 
and made statements threatening Reincke’s life. He is scheduled 
for a probable cause conference on July 31.

Parents and community 
members packed a Lansing 
School Board meeting Thurs-
day at Eastern High School 
after learning the district 
planned to eliminate K-8 li-
brary positions and create 
more art, music and physical 
education time slots, as an-
nounced in a May newsletter. 

Officials shared a plan during the meeting to cut the number 
of certified librarians from seven to five in exchange for adding 
34 assistants to their staff, supporting literacy, instruction and 
library usage. Officials said a plan was still being determined, 
but the libraries would remain open.

Scott Sylvester, 
40, was sentenced 
to prison for 50 to 
75 years for sex-
ually and physi-
cally assaulting a 
woman in Lansing 
Township in 2022. 
A jury convicted him 
of first-degree crim-
inal sexual conduct, aggravated stalking, aggravated domestic 
assault, witness intimidation and interfering with electronic 
communications. While that case was pending, Sylvester was 
charged with sexually assaulting another woman identified as 
his girlfriend.

Public safety

Lansing police said two people were shot Sunday on the 200 
block of West Huron Street, next to Riddle Elementary School, 
in a shooting that started on a basketball court. Police said an 
18-year-old man was shot in the shin and a 28-year-old man was 
shot in the elbow and abdomen. … also Sunday, a man was shot 
in the leg in Kensington Mobile Home Community on the 4200 
block of Jolly Road. Lansing police said the shooting was be-
lieved to have stemmed from a domestic dispute. … A 34-year-
old man suffered life-threatening injuries in a shooting Satur-
day at Adado Riverfront Park. Lansing police said they believe 
the shooting was an isolated incident and no suspect has been 
identified. … A reported gas leak closed a Speedway station on 
South Cedar Street in Lansing Tuesday. No injuries or causes 
have been reported.

COMPILED BY STEVE UNDERWOOD FROM LOCAL NEWS SOURCES

5004 W. Mount Hope Highway., 
Lansing

One couldn’t tell by looking 
at it, but this 1,912-square-foot, 
four-bedroom house that lies two 
lots west of the EagleMonk Pub 
and Brewery was once occupied 
by the late Dorothea Nelson. The 
building has been a state of perpet-
ual decay since 2008, when Nelson 
died and passed it on to her son, 
Thomas Nelson. Built in 1900, 
the property is now enveloped by 
overgrowth, while the structure’s 
roof has collapsed and nearly ev-
ery window is either boarded up 
or missing entirely. One concerned 
neighbor told City Pulse they’ve 
seen “transients” and rodents wan-
dering around it and worried it’s 
too unsafe for anyone to enter. Del-
ta Township’s Assessor’s Office is 
working on the case but could not 
yet provide any details on that pro-
cess. The Eaton County Treasurer’s 
Office noted that the owner has 
been making recent efforts to chip 
away at $5,292.32 worth of unpaid 
taxes. The most recent payment, 
for $2,725, was made on June 29. 
Efforts to contact the owner were 
unsuccessful.

— TYLER SCHNEIDER
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our weekly look at 
some of the seedier properties in Lansing. It 
rotates with Public Art, by Bill Castanier. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.
com  or call in a nomination at 517-999-5061.
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President Joe Biden’s decision to 
mercifully abandon his reelection plans 
came two years too late and has put his 
Democratic Party in a 
self-induced crisis.

On July 14, 2022, I 
wrote that it was hard 
to believe Biden could 
be a winning nomi-
nee for reelection. He 
proved me right.

Policy decisions aside, 
it was clear his staff was deep into its 
“Weekend at Bernie’s” sham of shield-
ing Biden’s declining acuity from the 
public. 

Outside of Ronald Reagan (who 
suffered from his own cognitive decline 
from advanced age) and Richard 
Nixon (who had something to hide), no 
president since the 1920s has had fewer 
press conferences than Biden, accord-
ing to the American Presidency Project.

Biden’s professional campaign team 
and top Democrats ignored all the 
warning signs: the president tripping 
up the steps of Air Force One multiple 
times, falling off a stopped bicycle, 
struggling to answer reporter questions 
when he did make himself available.

Instead of convincing Biden then 
that he should be the “bridge” pres-
ident that he pledged to be in 2020, 
self-preservation took over, as I wrote 
about last week. 

The result is this: the Democrats 
rolling over democracy a second time in 
2024 to anoint a presidential nominee.

Is Vice President Kamala Harris 
a better presidential candidate than 
Biden? Does she give the Democrats a 
better chance to beat Donald Trump in 
November?

Yes, and yes.
But is she the best candidate? 
Honestly, we’ll never really know. 
Harris has never won a single state’s 

primary election. Harris has never 
won a caucus. Shoot, she ended her 
2020 presidential campaign before the 
Iowa caucuses. Her electoral history in 
California isn’t exactly impressive. She 
defeated her Republican opponent in 
2010, 46.1% to 45.3%. In blue-state 
California.

I know 2010 was a Republican year, 
but every other California Democrat 
running for statewide office that year 
got at least 50%, including the Dem’s 
lieutenant governor. His name was 
Gavin Newsom, and he unseated an 
incumbent in that election.

Biden’s bullheadedness deprived 
Democrats of having a primary election 

season when Harris could have been 
vetted against some other candidates.

Maybe she would have rolled over 
her competition like Trump rolled over 
Ron DeSantis, Nikki Haley and friends. 
Maybe it would have been a landslide 
like her 2016 U.S. Senate primary and 
general election victories.

SOMEONE would have run against 
her. Maybe not Newsom or U.S. 
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
or even Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, but 
she would have had to win Iowa, New 
Hampshire, South Carolina, Nevada, 
Michigan or some Super Tuesday states 
against SOMEBODY.

Now, we can’t even wish for a com-
petitive Democratic convention. 

The Democrats’ grand poohbahs 
are now confessing that they set their 
convention date (Aug. 19-22) too late 
to make some states’ ballots. They just 
presumed long ago Biden would be the 
nominee and the convention would be 
another staged hype machine.

Now they want a virtual roll call by 
Aug. 7 to anoint Harris and fix the 
mistake they made, according to The 
Washington Post.

What would have been wrong with 
a competitive convention? Four days 
of speeches bashing Trump that would 
get more eyeballs? A result in question? 
That would have been some compelling 
TV.

Somehow, American political parties 
used the convention system to pick 
nominees for well over 100 years with-
out needing to turn it into a pre-or-
dained production.

Don’t tell me this emergency anoint-
ment is needed for campaign fundrais-
ing, either.

If Harris raised more than $80 
million in one day on July 22, she 
could raise at least that or more on 
Aug. 22. The Democrats already have 
an enormous money advantage and 
have reserved ad time in most media 
markets anyway.

Ironically, the Democratic Party has 
become the antithesis of democracy. 
They go to great lengths to discourage 
competitive primaries or conventions 
in favor of anointed candidates. 

They believe this will win elections 
against the Republicans. But when 
you’re starting as behind as they are, 
wouldn’t you think they’d want a candi-
date that at least delegates can say they 
had a hand in picking?

(Email Kyle Melinn of the Capitol 
news service MIRS at melinnky@
gmail.com.)

POLITICS

There’s no democracy in Democrats’ 
anointing Harris as its next nominee

CITY OF LANSING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held on August 26 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
City Council Chambers, 10th Floor Lansing City Hall, 124 W. Michigan Ave., Lansing, 
MI, on the proposed Lansing Gateway Corridor Improvement Authority Development 
and Finance Plan in accordance with the provisions of Part 6, Corridor Improvement 
Authorities, of the Recodified Tax Increment Financing Act, Public Act 57 of 2018, as 
amended (the Act) and as defined by Public Act 57 of 2018 as:

In 2019 the City of Lansing used the adopted State Law (Act 280 of 2005) to create what 
is known as the Lansing Gateway Corridor Improvement Authority (LGCIA) and estab-
lished a District with eligible property within 500 feet of the centerline of North Grand 
River, east on Franette Road to Old US 27 on East North Street with branches on North 
Martin Luther King Boulevard, Turner Road and Capital City Boulevard.

The purpose of the Corridor Improvement Authority Act is to help communities plan for 
and fund improvements along a corridor. The overall goal is to help support economic 
development and redevelopment of this area. The types of improvements could include 
sidewalks/pathways, streetlights, streetscape enhancements, façade improvements, 
and other public investments which could support and enhance economic development 
and the quality of life for business owners and residents within this district. The CIA’s 
first task to be able to fund these improvements is to create a Development and Tax 
Increment Financing Plan. This plan describes the types of activities that the CIA can 
participate in as well as how those activities are financed. The plan covers a 15-year 
period and explains how Tax Increment Financing (TIF) will work, which is the primary 
means in which new projects would be funded. It is important to note that TIF is not a 
new tax nor does it raise property owner’s taxes. 

City Council will hear comments from citizens, taxpayers and property owners, officials 
from any affected taxing jurisdiction and any other interested persons. All aspects of 
the Plan will be open for discussion at the public hearing. Maps, plats, and a descrip-
tion of the development plan, including the method of relocating families and individ-
uals who may be displaced from the area, are available for public inspection at the 
Lansing City Clerk’s Office, 124 W Michigan Avenue, 9th Floor of City Hall, Lansing, 
MI 48933. The Development and Finance Plan can be found on the Lansing Economic 
Development website: Lan Gateway Com Corridor | Lansing Economic Development 
Corp. (lansingedc.com). 

If you are interested in this matter, please attend the public hearing or send a represen-
tative. Written comments will be accepted between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on City business 
days if received before 5 p.m., on the day of the Public Hearing at the City Clerk’s Office, 
Ninth Floor, City Hall, 124 West Michigan Ave., Lansing, MI 48933 or email city.clerk@
lansingmi.gov.

CP#24-594

WILLIAMSTOWN TOWNSHIP Board Meeting July 10, 2024 Synopsis 
The Williamstown Township Board held a regular meeting on Wednesday, July 10, 2024 at 
7:00 PM with Supervisor Bloomquist, Clerk Cleveland, Treasurer Cutshaw, Trustee Eyster, 
and Trustee Steinberg present. The Board approved the following: 

• Consent Agenda 
• Zoning Ordinance Amendment for Parking Standards 
• Resolution #132-2024 Senior Center Millage for November election 
• Revised Policy 12, rescinding Policy 3 

The next regular Board meeting will be at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, August 14, 2024 in the 
Community Room of the Township Hall, 4990 Zimmer Rd., Williamston. Visit 
williamstownmi.gov for the latest agenda, documents, and updates. Phone (517) 655-3193. 
Robin A. Cleveland, Township Clerk 

CP#24-585

STATE OF MICHIGAN PROBATE COURT, INGHAM COUNTY, NOTICE TO CREDITORS, 
Decedent’s Estate, Case No. 24-000624-DE-P33. Estate of Adrian Duval Smith – Date of 
Birth: 3/15/59. NOTICE TO ALL CREDITORS: The decedent, Adrian Duval Smith, died 
7/23/22. Creditors of the decedent are notified that all claims against the estate will be 
forever barred unless presented to Tekisha McGowan, personal representative, or to both 
the probate court at 313 West Kalamazoo St., Lansing, MI 48933, 517-483-6300 and the 
personal representative within 4 months after the date of publication of this notice, 
07/24/2024. Personal representative: Tekisha McGowan, 1202 W. Allegan St., Lansing, MI 
48915.

CP#24-593

CITY OF GRAND LEDGE
PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST

The Election Commission will hold a public meeting at 3:00 p.m., on Thursday, 01 August 
2024, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 310 Greenwood St., Grand Ledge MI 48837, to 
conduct a public accuracy test of the electronic tabulating equipment to be used in all City of 
Grand Ledge precincts at the Tuesday, 06 August 2024 election.  The Election Commission 
invites anyone interested to attend and witness the public accuracy test.
Gregory Newman, City Clerk

CP#24-589



City Pulse • July 24, 2024 www.lansingcitypulse.com 11

Simmering over gas
BWL’s proposed $160 million gas plant sparks heated debate 

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO
The green light is on for Lansing’s Board of Water 

& Light to step on the gas, but a group of concerned 
citizens is waving a yellow flag. 

Last month, the state’s Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy, or EGLE, approved 
an air permit for the BWL to build a 110-megawatt 
natural gas-fired plant at BWL’s Delta Energy Park.

The proposed $160 million plant, part of a $750 
million, 10-year build-out that will also expand the 
BWL’s solar and battery power, looks like a done 
deal—unless local environmentalists can persuade 
the public utility to reconsider.

The BWL plans to have the plant up and running 
in 2026, along with its two existing natural gas-
fired plants in REO Town and Delta Energy Park.

How does a new investment in fossil fuel-burning 
technology fit in with a state law requiring 50% re-
newable energy by 2030, not to mention the BWL’s 
goal of carbon neutrality by 2040?

BWL General Manager Dick Peffley said the gas 
plant would not operate full time but would be “cy-
cled on and off to help support renewable genera-
tion and maintain grid reliability.”

“If we didn’t have to build these, we sure as hell 
wouldn’t do it,” Peffley said in a phone interview.

Members of the Capital Area Friends of the En-
vironment — CAFÉ — and their allies aren’t taking 
the utility at its word. Former BWL Commissioner 
Dusty Horwitt said the energy plan was developed 
under a veil of “secrecy” and “exclusivity from the 

general public” and fears BWL 
will do so again. The utility has re-
served the option of building more 
gas plants if necessary.

Burning gas is much clean-
er than burning coal, but it’s not 
without consequences. Even with 
the latest technology, the plant 
will spew tons of greenhouse gas-
es into the atmosphere and emit a 
wide range of pollutants, includ-
ing tiny, breathable particles that 
could hurt human health.

As the cost of renewable energy 
plummets and battery technology 
advances dramatically, CAFÉ and 
its allies are urging the utility to 
rethink its generation strategy. 

Big customers
In July 2023, BWL rolled out 

the largest planned growth in its 
history: an additional 650 mega-
watts of “clean energy,” including 
260 megawatts of local solar pow-
er, 238 megawatts of wind ener-
gy and 160 megawatts of battery 
storage, as part of a $750 million 
expansion over 10 years. A year 
later, the wind part of the plan was 
up in the air. The 238 megawatts 

of wind were not part of the BWL’s bud-
get presentation to Lansing City Coun-
cil on July 8.

“It’s been problematic trying to get 
licensing, to get permits,” Dick Peffley 
explained to Councilman Ryan Kost.

But after last month’s air permit from 
the state, the fossil fuel-burning part of 
the plan is a go. BWL plans to build a 
110-megawatt Reciprocating Internal 
Combustion Engines (RICE) natural 
gas-fired plant on the site of its Delta 
Energy Park and “a possible additional 
gas plant at a location to be determined 
later,” according to the 2023 announce-
ment.

According to Environmental Protec-
tion Agency estimates, the RICE plant, 
if operated continuously, would pro-
duce about 550,000 tons of greenhouse 
gases each year, roughly equivalent to 
about 120,000 vehicles on the road.

But Peffley said the plant won’t oper-
ate continuously.

“Our intent isn’t to run the RICE en-
gines unless they’re needed because of 
the gap in renewables or the batteries 
are run down,” Peffley said.

With their quick start-up and shut-
off times, RICE plants are often used 

Raymond Holt for City Pulse

Despite opposition from local environmentalists, the Lansing Board of Water & Light is moving ahead with plans to build anoth-
er gas-fired power plant at its Delta Energy Park. On the left is the old Erickson Power Plant, which burned coal. The BWL 
closed it in 2022 after starting up the gas-fired plant to the right.

See Gas, Page 12

Dusty Horwitt

Dick Peffley

Heather Douglas
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to back up intermittent renewable 
sources and cope with periods of 
see-sawing demand. In 2020, Mich-
igan State University installed three 
RICE plants in its T.B. Simon power 
plant. MSU utilities director Sherri 
Jett said the units would provide a 
“quick response to offset the inherent 
volatility of renewable energy produc-
tion.” 

Peffley likened the BWL’s planned 
RICE units to household or commer-
cial on-demand generators, with their 
comforting promise of power when 
suddenly needed.

The comparison leaves out a signif-
icant disparity in scale. BWL plans to 
install six RICE generators and two 
diesel-fired emergency units, which 
would generate up to 110 megawatts, 
or about one-fifth of the utility’s cur-
rent power.

The high generating capacity is no 
accident. Around the world, thirsty 
new electricity consumers are emerg-
ing in the late 2020s, led by massive 
data centers, AI technology and do-
mestic battery manufacturing. Lan-
sing is getting a piece of that action.

This fall, the BWL expects an un-
precedented demand surge from the 
2.8-million-square-foot, $2.6 billion 
Ultium Cells battery cell plant now 
taking shape in Delta Township, near 
the GM Lansing Delta Township 
plant off Davis Highway.

Peffley said that the Ultium plant is 
expected to create a staggering 30% 
increase in the BWL’s electricity de-
mand.

The plant will support the produc-
tion of battery cells for GM’s Ultium 
Platform-based electric vehicles, in-
cluding the Chevrolet Silverado EV 
and GMC Sierra EV.

“By far, they will be the largest cus-
tomer,” Peffley said. 

Peffley said the BWL has always 
been “long on generation” and ready 
to take on new customers, even 
high-demand ones like Ultium.

“We have the energy available right 
now. They’re going to be ramping up 
this fall, and we’re ready to go from 
our end.”

Then why is new generation neces-
sary?

“They will be gobbling up a lot of 
our excess energy that we would typi-
cally would sell on the market,” Peffley 
said.

Peffley has made it clear that if Lan-
sing is to attract more big customers 
and the jobs they bring, BWL needs 
to be ready.

He told the BWL Board of Commis-
sioners at its July 2023 meeting that a 
second gas plant might be necessary.

“We will have to evaluate the need 
for a second combined cycle plant 
that will be added, based on future 
load” and requirements of the Mid-
continent Independent System Oper-
ator. This nonprofit organization op-
erates the electric grid in the Midwest, 
Peffley said.

“We’ve got some big customers who 
are going to locate here, and we’re not 
going to turn away business.”

Peffley touched upon the same 
theme in a phone interview last 
month. “When I came in eight years 
ago, the thought was ‘economic de-
velopment,’” he said. “The stronger 
your local utility is, the more folks will 
locate here. That’s good for the city; 
that’s good for everything. We didn’t 
want to become, for lack of a better 
term, Flint 2.0.”

‘We are in compliance’
At the July 8 City Council meeting, 

Councilman Brian Jackson asked Pef-
fley what percentage of BWL’s output 
comes from renewable sources.

The question led to a testy ex-
change. Peffley cautiously declined 
to produce a figure on the spot. He 
promised a written answer later, say-
ing he wanted to “cross all the t’s and 
dot all the i’s.”

Jackson was incredulous that Pef-

fley and BWL chief financial officer 
Heather Shawa, sitting next to him, 
didn’t have such a crucial benchmark 
in their spreadsheets or even in their 
heads. 

A visit to the BWL’s website and 
some quick math might help explain 
their reluctance. A chart of the BWL’s 
energy portfolio on the website puts 
the utility’s renewable (wind and so-
lar) energy output at 463,000-mega-
watt hours a year, or only 12.8% of the 
utility’s total production of 3.613 mil-
lion megawatt hours.

New rules passed by the state Leg-
islature and signed by Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer late last year gave the ques-
tion extra urgency. State law calls for 
50 percent renewable energy by 2030 
and 100 percent clean energy by 
2050. The BWL’s strategic plan aims 
to produce 50 percent of its power 
“from clean sources” by 2030 and be-
come “completely carbon neutral” by 
2040.

That leaves the BWL fewer than six 
years to bridge the gap.

A new gas-fired plant strikes some 
observers as a move in the wrong di-
rection.

Others phrase it less mildly.
“It’s just insane,” Heather Douglas 

said. “What are you thinking, BWL?” 
Douglas, a member of CAFÉ, is an 

associate professor at MSU and for-
mer associate director of the Institute 
for Sustainable Energy at the Univer-

sity of Waterloo in Ontario.
Although BWL’s plans are in flux, 

Douglas doubts the utility can meet 
the looming state standards. Under 
state rules, the planned RICE units 
can’t be counted as “clean energy” un-
less they use carbon capture, which is 
widely considered cost-prohibitive.

Douglas estimated that, at best, 
BWL will achieve 33% to 35% clean 
energy by 2030 — possibly even less, 
since the utility withdrew its planned 
238 megawatts of wind power from 
the plan.

“It’s going to change,” Peffley told 
the City Council. “In a couple of years, 
we’ll be back. There will be newer 
technology. Solar panels may be more 
efficient, and we can get bang for the 
buck.”

BWL spokeswoman Amy Adamy 
said the utility is “actively working to 
expand wind energy in its portfolio 
despite external challenges.”

“We’ll be at 50 percent by 2030,” 
Peffley told the Council. “The Clean 
Energy Program is the law. We are in 
compliance with the law.”

Shaving the peaks
Instead of spending $160 million 

on a gas-burning power plant, CAFÉ 
and its allies urge BWL to invest more 
in solar and wind projects. However, 
solar and wind projects, however am-
bitious, leave the utility with the prob-

See Gas, Page 13

Gas
from page 11

Environmentalists argue that BWL needs to move faster on investing in green energy, such as this 3-year-old Shiawassee 
County solar array. BWL purchases 80mg of solar from it annually.
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lem of handling peak demand events 
with the fickle output of the wind and 
the sun. 

“Buying tens of millions of dollars 
worth of natural gas when you could 
do it all with sun, wind, and batteries 
— we would obviously jump at that,” 
Peffley said. “It’s just not there yet. 
There’s no way we could have storage 
to make up for 29, 30 days of no sun 
in January, especially with the huge 
industrial load we have.”

Battery technology is part of the 
solution. According to the energy 
research group BloombergNEF, the 
cost of lithium-ion batteries more 
than halved from 2016 to 2022 to 
$151 per kilowatt-hour of storage. 

While sharply critical of the deci-
sion to build a gas plant, members of 
CAFÉ praised the BWL’s 160-mega-
watt battery investment, also an-
nounced in July 2023. 

“Nobody’s got anything that size in 
Michigan,” Peffley said. He told the 
City Council that Michigan’s Healthy 
Climate Plan calls for 1,000 mega-
watts of battery storage by 2025. “We 
will supply 16% of that while generat-
ing only 6% of the state’s energy.”

But Peffley said batteries only store 
energy for four hours, and that’s not 
enough to cover a prolonged dip in 
supply or spike in demand.

Tom Stanton, a longtime Lansing 
resident, a member of CAFÉ, and 
an energy policy analyst for over 40 
years, has studied this problem for 
years.

“What happens if we start to reach a 
peak, and the wind isn’t blowing and 
the sun isn’t shining at the time when 
we need more energy?” Stanton said. 
“They want something they can turn 
on and off because that’s what they’re 
used to doing for the last 125 years.”

Stanton urges the BWL to leap-frog 
over fossil fuel technology and invest 
in expanded renewables, battery tech-
nology, energy efficiency and decen-
tralized distributed energy sources.

While cheaper than ever, lithi-
um-ion batteries are only the begin-
ning, Stanton said. Interconnected 
“virtual power plants” are already 
beginning to link residential solar 
panels, electric vehicle charging sta-
tions, grid-integrated water heaters 
and appliances, making it possible to 
manage supply and demand “like the 
instruments of an orchestra.”

“Over 99 percent of all utility cus-
tomers need energy in such small 
quantities, the best way to serve them 
is through distributed energy resourc-

es, integrated into micro-grids,” Stan-
ton said. “We’ve talked with the Board 
of Water & Light multiple times about 
this over the past eight years.”

BWL’s Peak Power Program au-
tomatically raises or lowers smart 
thermostats in participating homes 
to respond to peak demand periods. 
Stanton said a more comprehensive 
range of demand management tools 
is already available, and more advanc-
es are forthcoming.

These include the storage of energy 
“in the form of chemicals, which could 
be hydrogen or other energy carrier 
chemicals,” he said.

The proposed RICE plant could 
reach obsolescence well before its ad-
olescence, thanks to new technology 
such as iron-air batteries that harness 
the chemical reaction between iron 
and air — rusting — to capture, store 
and release energy over a longer term, 
using abundant and cheap materials 
(mainly, iron and oxygen).

“And we should talk about thermal 
energy storage,” Stanton added. Ther-
mal energy storage takes in a dizzying 
range of materials and devices, from 
hot rocks to ice blocks, which serve 
as “batteries” for heat or coldness to 
smooth out energy demand peaks. 

A 2024 report from the U.S. Ener-
gy Department called thermal ener-
gy storage “a critical enabler for the 
large-scale deployment of renewable 
energy and the transition to a decar-
bonized building stock and energy 
system by 2050.”

“We know there are ways to adjust 
the demand to match the supply, and 
that’s a complete game-changer in 
this industry,” Stanton said.

Given the dramatic advances in re-
newable energy and battery technol-
ogy, the spread of distributed energy 
sources and increasing sophistica-
tion of demand management — not 
to mention the state’s impending 
clean energy rules —Stanton fears 
the planned gas-fired RICE plant will 
soon become a “stranded asset.”

“Why would you buy a 50-year re-
source and retire it after 15 years?” 
Stanton said. “That blows my mind.”

Peffley countered that unlike the 
BWL’s old coal plants, designed to last 
50 years or more, gas plants “depreci-
ate out after 25 years, 30 at the most.”

“They’ll be very close to the end of 
their life when 2040 rolls around,” 
Peffley said. “We’re not looking at a 
huge, stranded cost investment.”

However, if the new RICE units go 
online in 2026, as planned, the state’s 
clean energy goal of 100% by 2040 
will leave them high and dry in 14 
years—about half of their expected 
life, barring an unforeseen advance in 

carbon capture technology. To keep 
them going after that, the BWL would 
have to put them on a rocket and send 
them to an icy planet where their car-
bon dioxide would be more welcome. 

“We feel that by 2040, there’ll be 
technology we can put in place that 
would minimize, if not retire, those 
facilities,” Peffley said.

CAFÉ’s Douglas isn’t so sure. “It’s 
going to be a huge cost the ratepayers 
are going to be burdened with,” she 
said. “It’s $160 million. If you pay for 
renewable energy and storage now, 
you have no future fuel costs, and it’s 
inflation-proof.” 

Take a deep breath
Coal is all but dead in Lansing. 

BWL closed its last coal plant, the 
Erickson Power Station, in 2022. 
The utility still has a contract to buy 
150 megawatts of energy from DTE’s 
coal-fired Belle River plant in St. Clair 
County, but that plant is transitioning 
to natural gas.

By most measures, natural gas is 
cleaner than coal. According to Scien-
tific American, carbon dioxide emis-
sions from power plants have fallen 
about 35 percent since 2005, largely 
because of the shift from coal to gas.

The federal EPA reported in 2016 
that natural gas units emitted 898 
pounds of carbon dioxide per mega-
watt hour, compared to 2,180 pounds 
for coal-burning units at the same 
rate. 

But 898 pounds isn’t nothing. And 
carbon dioxide isn’t the only harmful 
consequence of burning natural gas.

BWL’s Delta Energy Park project 
site, including the gas-fired plant al-
ready running, “would become a ma-
jor source of HAPs,” or Hazardous 
Air Pollutants, when the RICE plant 
goes online, according to the utility’s 
August 2023 application for an air 

permit for the proposed RICE plant. 
The U.S. Environmental Protec-

tion Agency describes HAPs as “those 
known to cause cancer and other seri-
ous health impacts.”

The application also states that the 
project will result in a “significant 
emission increase” in nitrogen oxides, 
carbon monoxide, volatile organic 
compounds and particulate matter 
small enough to inhale.

Heather Douglas is concerned 
about the planned RICE plant’s im-
pact on a part of town already dealing 
with emissions from several industri-
al operations, including BWL’s Delta 
Energy Park, GM’s Lansing Delta as-
sembly plant and various construc-
tion and asphalt companies.

Neighborhoods within two to three 
miles of the planned RICE plant “have 
high asthma rates, 90th percentile of 
asthma rates,” Douglas said. “This is 
going to emit more PM 2.5,” particles 
smaller than 2.5 micrometers across, 
compared to a human hair at 70 mi-
crometers across — small enough 
to travel deeply into the respiratory 
tract, including the lungs.

“It’s going to exacerbate these con-
ditions.”

In response to public comment, 
EGLE stated that the BWL “demon-
strated that they will be able to meet 
all (state and federal) rules and regu-
lations.”  

The air permit requires multiple 
levels of testing, monitoring and re-
cordkeeping, but Douglas is con-
cerned that it won’t be enough. The 
nearest air quality monitor to the 
planned RICE plant is at 815 Filley St. 
in Lansing, more than six miles from 
the new plant.

“The community needs better air 
quality monitoring, not more air pol-

See Gas, Page 14

Gas
from page 12

The Chevrolet Silverado EV is one of the vehicles for which the Ultium Cells auto 
battery cell plant under construction in Delta Township will produce battery cells. 
The plant is expected to create a staggering 30% increase in demand for electricity 
from the BWL, General Manager Dick Peffley said.
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lution,” Douglas said.
Pleading a limited budget, EGLE 

reported in its replies to public com-
ment that it expects to install a new 
monitoring site south of Interstate 
496 and north of Interstate 96, “ide-
ally located at a school or community 
center,” by Jan. 1, 2027.

The crucial years
As the sharpening global climate 

crisis intersects with rapid advance-
ment in renewable energy and storage 
technology, CAFÉ  members want the 
BWL to pivot decisively from burning 
fossil fuels.

They also want to know how the util-
ity formulated its current plan.

It’s not an academic question. 
Former BWL Commissioner Horwitt 

was surprised when Peffley sketched 
out the generation plan “in about 10 
minutes” at the July 11, 2023, BWL 
commissioners’ meeting. Horwitt said 
the BWL did not issue detailed draft 
plans, with an opportunity for public 
comment, before the announcement.

At that meeting, Peffley said that 
some parts of the plan, such as the 
wind farms, might take years to piece 
together, but others would start hap-
pening “tomorrow.”

“In 20 years of working on environ-
mental issues, I’ve never seen a public 
agency, on a major plan, operate at this 
level of secrecy and exclusivity from 
the general public,” Horwitt said. “He 
said it’s going into effect the next day. 
I thought, ‘Wait a minute.’ Where is 
the opportunity for the public, or the 
board, to see the plan and comment on 
it?”

Peffley said the plan was drawn up 
after the utility combed through an 
unexpectedly large number of projects 
it received in response to its All Source 
Request For Proposals a year earlier.

“We were ready for about 50 or 60, 
and we got about 110 proposals,” Pef-
fley said. “We evaluated all of them, 
had consultants help us, and pulled the 

ones that made sense for LBWL. We 
had some proposals that would make 
better sense in Florida.”

Peffley told the City Council in July 
that there were 12 opportunities for 
public input during the RFP process. 

“I don’t know when those happened,” 
Horwitt said. “They didn’t happen 
when I was on the board, and I was on 
the board from October 2021 through 
July 2023, shortly after the plan was 
announced.”

Horwitt’s concerns over the process 
might seem like closing the barn door 
after the horses are gone, but they take 
on more weight given the BWL’s inten-
tion, as laid out in the July 2023 Clean 
Energy Plan rollout, to build more gas 
plants if necessary.

“We will have to evaluate the need 
for a second combined cycle plant that 
will be added,” Peffley said at the July 
2023 board meeting. “We’ve got some 
big customers who are going to locate 
here, and we’re not going to turn away 
business.”

With or without information on how 

the BWL modeled its current plan, 
CAFÉ is talking with other area groups 
about preparing an alternative energy 
plan for the BWL service area.

Stanton said Five Lakes Energy, a 
consulting group, is drawing up a sim-
ilar plan for Traverse City, but these 
plans cost money to formulate.

“We don’t yet have the financing to 
pay for that work,” Stanton said. “And 
the BWL has thus far refused to share 
the details of their planning models, 
making it very difficult for us to do the 
kind of analysis needed.”

CAFÉ members are not taking this 
upon themselves for fun. Now and 
then, Douglas takes a break from the 
graphs and spreadsheets to take a lon-
ger view.

Whether a 110-megawatt gas plant 
is built in mid-Michigan in 2026 may 
not seem like an earth-shattering mat-
ter, but it is a small part of one.

Environmentalist and author Bill 
McKibben considers the next five years 
to be “crucial” to avoiding the worst 
consequences of climate change.

“We’re engaged in the most desper-
ate race in human history—a race be-
tween a rapidly unraveling climate and 
a rapid build-out of renewable energy,” 
McKibben wrote June 11 in his blog, 
“The Crucial Years.”

The good news, McKibben reports, 
is that we are finally approaching the 
“sweet spot” of the curve, as plunging 
costs and increasing efficiency of re-
newables and battery technology push 
the world from “minimal reliance on 
renewable energy” to “minimal depen-
dence on fossil fuels.”

McKibben compared the adoption 
curves for renewable energy and stor-
age to those for color TV or cellphones 
— “from nothing to ubiquitous in a 
matter of years.”

McKibben says that the angle of that 
adoption curve “may prove to be the 
most significant geometry of our time 
on Earth.” If there’s any way, however 
limited, that geometry can be squeezed, 
nudged or stretched in the direction of 
survival, the members of CAFÉ and 
their allies believe it’s worth a try.

517-999-6704

Gas
from page 13

Courtesy Lansing Board of Water & Light

A rendering of the Delta Energy Park
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SAT AUG 3
KIDZBEAT › Tripp Stage

2:00pm | Children’s Ballet Theatre & Powers Dance 
Combine to perform light-hearted dances by children for children 
of all ages. Directed by Jesse Powers.

2:30pm | Instrument Petting Zoo
Children and adventurers of all ages can try their hand at stringed 
instruments, keyboard, and percussion in this playful experience 
with encouraging musicians, led by Roger Gentry and Friends.

3:00pm | Greater Lansing Ballet Company 
& Academy of Dance
Under the direction of JIm McEwan, Greater Lansing Ballet Company 
and Greater Lansing Academy of Dance perform classical and contem-
porary choreography that’s fun for the whole family. This performance 
includes an opportunity for children to join in one of the dances.

JAMM BAND
2:00pm | MICA Stage
The Jazz Alliance of Mid-Michigan (JAMM) awards a music scholarship
annually to a young jazz musician. This JAMM Band comprises past 
and present scholarship winners, led by Doug Fritch on guitar.

OLIVIA VAN GOOR with REUBEN STUMP TRIO
3:00pm | MessageMakers Stage
Olivia Van Goor is an award-winning Detroit-based jazz vocalist, 
band leader, arranger, and composer. Nominated for Best Vocal Jazz 
Album of 2021 by the Detroit Music Awards and Outstanding Vocalist 
in 2023, Van Goor has produced the show “Duets” with vocalist/
bassist Reuben Stump, exploring the history of vocal jazz duets.

TOM DUFFIELD
3:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
A JazzFest favorite, Tom Duffi eld’s 
repertoire includes interpretations 
of the standards as well as some 
surprises.

MARBIN WORKSHOP
4:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner › Limited seating
Marbin, a progressive jazz-rock band based in Chicago, will be 
offering a special jazz workshop and then will be performing at 
6:30pm on the MICA Stage.

LANSING CONCERT BAND-BIG BAND
4:00pm | MICA Stage
A local favorite, The Lansing Concert Band-Big Band plays the great 
jazz standards. Jim Kasprzak, lead trumpet, directs this dynamic 
18-piece group composed of traditional jazz-era instrumentation, 
including full sections of saxophones, trombones, and trumpets, 
plus a swingin’ rhythm section. The ensemble also features 
vocalists Dan Templin and Kelly Sandula-Gruner.

SCHOOL OF ROCK  › Kids Band
4:00pm | Tripp Stage
School of Rock East Lansing delivers a revolutionary music program 
where students can refi ne their skills in popular styles and then go 
on to perform at notable live music venues.

MATT VON RODERICK
5:00pm | MessageMakers Stage
Innovative jazz trumpeter and 
heart-centered crooner Matt Von 
Roderick has been hailed by The New 
York Times as “a post-millennial Chet 
Baker” and by JazzTimes as “a top-
drawer trumpeter who also sings like 
an angel obscured by a storm cloud”. 
Expect an intimate performance 
celebrating Von Roderick’s latest 
album, Celestial Heart.

SCHOOL OF ROCK  › Adult Band
5:30pm | Tripp Stage
School of Rock East Lansing delivers a revolutionary music program 
where students can refi ne their skills in popular styles and then go 
on to perform at notable live music venues.

FAITH QUASHIE
6:00pm | MessageMakers Stage
The Faith Quashie Quintet is a 
harmonious fusion of musical talents, 
offering an enchanting journey 
through the realms of rhythm, 
melody, and soulful improvisation. 
This quintet is poised to captivate 
hearts and minds.

TOM DUFFIELD
6:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

MARBIN
6:30pm | MICA Stage
Marbin is a progressive jazz-rock band based in Chicago, with a 
unique story that stands out in today’s music world. Bringing 
their original instrumental music to every part of the United States, 
Marbin has gained hundreds of thousands of devoted fans all over 
the world and has sold tens of thousands of albums.

CLIQUE VOCALS
7:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

WALTER BLANDING 
& FRIENDS
8:30pm | MessageMakers Stage
Walter Blanding embodies the 
spirit of a modern saxophonist – 
adept in jazz tradition, fl uent in 
diverse styles, and a passionate 
educator. From his beginnings in 
New York City to his international 
acclaim, Blanding’s story is 
a testament to dedication, 
versatility, and pushing the 
boundaries of his instrument.

PLANET D NONET
9:30pm | MICA Stage
Detroit’s Planet d Nonet is nationally known for curating some 
of the best in early jazz traditions and Black-American musical 
infl uences from the ’20s, ’30s and ’40s. Nominated and awarded 
multiple honors over the past decade, the band’s repertoire is 
unmatched, paying tribute to the music of Duke Ellington, Fletcher 
Henderson and the proto-R&B sounds of Detroit artists such as 
Paul “Hucklebuck” Williams and King Porter. 

AFTERGLOW  •  MARBIN
11:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner - Limited seating
The band will perform from 11pm-12am, followed by a band-led jam 
session with other festival musicians until 1:00 am.

SUN AUG 4

GospelFest CONCERT
Service 11:00am | Concert 1:00-5:00pm   MICA Stage
Get ready for a blessed and spiritual experience at GospelFest 
Sunday at JazzFest Michigan, presented by Southside Records 
in Lansing, MI. This special event, hosted by Pastor Anthony 
Taylor, CEO of Southside Records, will feature a talented lineup 
of artists including Paul Porter, Leila Taraneh, Semaje, Spoken 
Praise, and B-R-E The Rapper. Church service will start at 11 am, 
followed by the concert at 1 pm. 

Prepare to be deeply moved by powerful performances from 
these incredibly talented gospel artists! Come and join us for an 
amazing celebration of faith, music, and community where the 
presence of God will be truly felt. In addition to the soul-stirring 
music, there will be an array of vendors showcasing unique and 
inspiring goods, delicious food to savor, and even a bounce 
house for the little ones to enjoy. Don’t miss this opportunity 
to uplift your soul and be part of a truly blessed gathering.

WED JUL 31 • KICK OFF CONCERT

ANN BELL
6:30pm | UrbanBeat,
1213 Turner

CLIQUE VOCALS
7:30pm  |  UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
Performing classic jazz ballads of the 1920s–’50s, plus a mix 
of pop and contemporary, Dan Templin and Kelly Sandula-
Gruner are known for unique style with tight harmonies.

THUR AUG 1 • BENEFIT CONCERT
For MICA’s KidzBeat Programs and Lawrence ‘Lo’ Leathers (L3) 
Foundation. L3 provides scholarships and assistance to emerging 
artists seeking education in the Performing Arts. It was formed 
to memorialize Lawrence Leathers, the Lansing native and gifted 
young musician who lost his life in 2019. Lo won 2 consecutive 
Grammys performing with acclaimed singer Cecile McLorin Salvant. 

ANTHONY TAYLOR TRIO
6:30pm  |  UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
Anthony Taylor has an 
impressive music resume, 
including co-writing and 
producing Cried, a Pop Billboard 
Top 10 single with Candice 
Glover. Anthony will also be 
leading Sunday’s Gospel Show.

WALTER BLANDING & FRIENDS
7:30pm  |  UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
Walter Blanding embodies the spirit of a modern saxophonist 
 – adept in jazz tradition, fl uent in diverse styles, and a passionate 
educator. From his beginnings in New York City to his international 
acclaim, Blanding’s story is a testament to dedication, versatility, 
and pushing the boundaries of his instrument. He is also 
a professor of jazz in MSU’s world renowned Jazz Studies 
program. This will be a performance not to be missed.

FRI AUG 2

SCHOOL OF ROCK  › Adult Band
5:00pm | Tripp Stage
School of Rock East Lansing delivers a revolutionary music 
program where students can refi ne their skills in popular styles 
and then go on to perform at notable live music venues.

ANN BELL
5:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

BILL CESSNA TRIO
5:30pm | MessageMakers Stage
Bill Cessna is a jazz pianist/multi-
instrumentalist with a mission to 
preserve and celebrate jazz music 
and improvision. Bill performs in 
Detroit and Chicago and composes 
original music. Bill’s fi rst album, 

“Background Music,” was released 
in 2022.

FREDDIE CUNNINGHAM 
AND F&J INC.
6:30pm | MICA Stage
Lansing’s own Blues legend 
Freddie Cunningham brings his 
powerful yet smooth vocals 
and storytelling prowess to the 
JazzFest stage. After 32 years as 
the voice and sound of Root Doctor, 
Michigan’s most celebrated Blues 
band, Freddie will now be bringing 
his own personal fl air to jazz classics. 

MINOR ELEMENT
7:45pm | MessageMakers Stage
Minor Element is an all-instrumental jazz fusion band from 
West Michigan founded by Keyboardist Brandon Fitzpatrick. 
Their sound is inspired by Jazz, rock, gospel, classical, and fusion. 
Get energized by this outstanding band.

CLIQUE VOCALS
8:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

TUMBAO BRAVO
9:00pm | MICA Stage
Tumbao Bravo has won Detroit Music Awards on three different 
occasions for Best Jazz Recording, Best World Music Recording, 
and Best World Music Band. With tight arrangements and sizzling 
solo work, Tumbao Bravo performs the authentic rhythms of Cuba, 
including mambo, cha cha, rumba, and bolero, combined with rich, 
original jazz harmonics featuring congas, timbales, sax, fl ute, piccolo, 
trumpet, piano, and bass. Tumbao Bravo will make you want to move!

BASHIRI ASAD
10:30pm | UrbanBeat,
1213 Turner
Bashiri Asad has come to defi ne his 
sound as “IndySoul”. Hailing from 
Indianapolis, Bashiri Asad is an 
award-winning Soul/Jazz Singer-
Songwriter whose recent album 

“The Everyday Soulsinger” was 
released in 2023.

AFTERGLOW  •  BASHIRI ASAD
11:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner › Limited seating
Bashiri Asad will perform followed by a band-led jam session 
with other festival musicians until 1:00 am.

SAT October 12

MICHIGAN INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY ART

LIVESTREAM
Portions of the festival will be 

livestreamed at vimeo.

HTTPS://BIT.LY/JAZZFESTLIVESTREAM2024
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SAT AUG 3
KIDZBEAT › Tripp Stage

2:00pm | Children’s Ballet Theatre & Powers Dance 
Combine to perform light-hearted dances by children for children 
of all ages. Directed by Jesse Powers.

2:30pm | Instrument Petting Zoo
Children and adventurers of all ages can try their hand at stringed 
instruments, keyboard, and percussion in this playful experience 
with encouraging musicians, led by Roger Gentry and Friends.

3:00pm | Greater Lansing Ballet Company 
& Academy of Dance
Under the direction of JIm McEwan, Greater Lansing Ballet Company 
and Greater Lansing Academy of Dance perform classical and contem-
porary choreography that’s fun for the whole family. This performance 
includes an opportunity for children to join in one of the dances.

JAMM BAND
2:00pm | MICA Stage
The Jazz Alliance of Mid-Michigan (JAMM) awards a music scholarship
annually to a young jazz musician. This JAMM Band comprises past 
and present scholarship winners, led by Doug Fritch on guitar.

OLIVIA VAN GOOR with REUBEN STUMP TRIO
3:00pm | MessageMakers Stage
Olivia Van Goor is an award-winning Detroit-based jazz vocalist, 
band leader, arranger, and composer. Nominated for Best Vocal Jazz 
Album of 2021 by the Detroit Music Awards and Outstanding Vocalist 
in 2023, Van Goor has produced the show “Duets” with vocalist/
bassist Reuben Stump, exploring the history of vocal jazz duets.

TOM DUFFIELD
3:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
A JazzFest favorite, Tom Duffi eld’s 
repertoire includes interpretations 
of the standards as well as some 
surprises.

MARBIN WORKSHOP
4:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner › Limited seating
Marbin, a progressive jazz-rock band based in Chicago, will be 
offering a special jazz workshop and then will be performing at 
6:30pm on the MICA Stage.

LANSING CONCERT BAND-BIG BAND
4:00pm | MICA Stage
A local favorite, The Lansing Concert Band-Big Band plays the great 
jazz standards. Jim Kasprzak, lead trumpet, directs this dynamic 
18-piece group composed of traditional jazz-era instrumentation, 
including full sections of saxophones, trombones, and trumpets, 
plus a swingin’ rhythm section. The ensemble also features 
vocalists Dan Templin and Kelly Sandula-Gruner.

SCHOOL OF ROCK  › Kids Band
4:00pm | Tripp Stage
School of Rock East Lansing delivers a revolutionary music program 
where students can refi ne their skills in popular styles and then go 
on to perform at notable live music venues.

MATT VON RODERICK
5:00pm | MessageMakers Stage
Innovative jazz trumpeter and 
heart-centered crooner Matt Von 
Roderick has been hailed by The New 
York Times as “a post-millennial Chet 
Baker” and by JazzTimes as “a top-
drawer trumpeter who also sings like 
an angel obscured by a storm cloud”. 
Expect an intimate performance 
celebrating Von Roderick’s latest 
album, Celestial Heart.

SCHOOL OF ROCK  › Adult Band
5:30pm | Tripp Stage
School of Rock East Lansing delivers a revolutionary music program 
where students can refi ne their skills in popular styles and then go 
on to perform at notable live music venues.

FAITH QUASHIE
6:00pm | MessageMakers Stage
The Faith Quashie Quintet is a 
harmonious fusion of musical talents, 
offering an enchanting journey 
through the realms of rhythm, 
melody, and soulful improvisation. 
This quintet is poised to captivate 
hearts and minds.

TOM DUFFIELD
6:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

MARBIN
6:30pm | MICA Stage
Marbin is a progressive jazz-rock band based in Chicago, with a 
unique story that stands out in today’s music world. Bringing 
their original instrumental music to every part of the United States, 
Marbin has gained hundreds of thousands of devoted fans all over 
the world and has sold tens of thousands of albums.

CLIQUE VOCALS
7:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

WALTER BLANDING 
& FRIENDS
8:30pm | MessageMakers Stage
Walter Blanding embodies the 
spirit of a modern saxophonist – 
adept in jazz tradition, fl uent in 
diverse styles, and a passionate 
educator. From his beginnings in 
New York City to his international 
acclaim, Blanding’s story is 
a testament to dedication, 
versatility, and pushing the 
boundaries of his instrument.

PLANET D NONET
9:30pm | MICA Stage
Detroit’s Planet d Nonet is nationally known for curating some 
of the best in early jazz traditions and Black-American musical 
infl uences from the ’20s, ’30s and ’40s. Nominated and awarded 
multiple honors over the past decade, the band’s repertoire is 
unmatched, paying tribute to the music of Duke Ellington, Fletcher 
Henderson and the proto-R&B sounds of Detroit artists such as 
Paul “Hucklebuck” Williams and King Porter. 

AFTERGLOW  •  MARBIN
11:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner - Limited seating
The band will perform from 11pm-12am, followed by a band-led jam 
session with other festival musicians until 1:00 am.

SUN AUG 4

GospelFest CONCERT
Service 11:00am | Concert 1:00-5:00pm   MICA Stage
Get ready for a blessed and spiritual experience at GospelFest 
Sunday at JazzFest Michigan, presented by Southside Records 
in Lansing, MI. This special event, hosted by Pastor Anthony 
Taylor, CEO of Southside Records, will feature a talented lineup 
of artists including Paul Porter, Leila Taraneh, Semaje, Spoken 
Praise, and B-R-E The Rapper. Church service will start at 11 am, 
followed by the concert at 1 pm. 

Prepare to be deeply moved by powerful performances from 
these incredibly talented gospel artists! Come and join us for an 
amazing celebration of faith, music, and community where the 
presence of God will be truly felt. In addition to the soul-stirring 
music, there will be an array of vendors showcasing unique and 
inspiring goods, delicious food to savor, and even a bounce 
house for the little ones to enjoy. Don’t miss this opportunity 
to uplift your soul and be part of a truly blessed gathering.

WED JUL 31 • KICK OFF CONCERT

ANN BELL
6:30pm | UrbanBeat,
1213 Turner

CLIQUE VOCALS
7:30pm  |  UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
Performing classic jazz ballads of the 1920s–’50s, plus a mix 
of pop and contemporary, Dan Templin and Kelly Sandula-
Gruner are known for unique style with tight harmonies.

THUR AUG 1 • BENEFIT CONCERT
For MICA’s KidzBeat Programs and Lawrence ‘Lo’ Leathers (L3) 
Foundation. L3 provides scholarships and assistance to emerging 
artists seeking education in the Performing Arts. It was formed 
to memorialize Lawrence Leathers, the Lansing native and gifted 
young musician who lost his life in 2019. Lo won 2 consecutive 
Grammys performing with acclaimed singer Cecile McLorin Salvant. 

ANTHONY TAYLOR TRIO
6:30pm  |  UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
Anthony Taylor has an 
impressive music resume, 
including co-writing and 
producing Cried, a Pop Billboard 
Top 10 single with Candice 
Glover. Anthony will also be 
leading Sunday’s Gospel Show.

WALTER BLANDING & FRIENDS
7:30pm  |  UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner
Walter Blanding embodies the spirit of a modern saxophonist 
 – adept in jazz tradition, fl uent in diverse styles, and a passionate 
educator. From his beginnings in New York City to his international 
acclaim, Blanding’s story is a testament to dedication, versatility, 
and pushing the boundaries of his instrument. He is also 
a professor of jazz in MSU’s world renowned Jazz Studies 
program. This will be a performance not to be missed.

FRI AUG 2

SCHOOL OF ROCK  › Adult Band
5:00pm | Tripp Stage
School of Rock East Lansing delivers a revolutionary music 
program where students can refi ne their skills in popular styles 
and then go on to perform at notable live music venues.

ANN BELL
5:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

BILL CESSNA TRIO
5:30pm | MessageMakers Stage
Bill Cessna is a jazz pianist/multi-
instrumentalist with a mission to 
preserve and celebrate jazz music 
and improvision. Bill performs in 
Detroit and Chicago and composes 
original music. Bill’s fi rst album, 

“Background Music,” was released 
in 2022.

FREDDIE CUNNINGHAM 
AND F&J INC.
6:30pm | MICA Stage
Lansing’s own Blues legend 
Freddie Cunningham brings his 
powerful yet smooth vocals 
and storytelling prowess to the 
JazzFest stage. After 32 years as 
the voice and sound of Root Doctor, 
Michigan’s most celebrated Blues 
band, Freddie will now be bringing 
his own personal fl air to jazz classics. 

MINOR ELEMENT
7:45pm | MessageMakers Stage
Minor Element is an all-instrumental jazz fusion band from 
West Michigan founded by Keyboardist Brandon Fitzpatrick. 
Their sound is inspired by Jazz, rock, gospel, classical, and fusion. 
Get energized by this outstanding band.

CLIQUE VOCALS
8:00pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner

TUMBAO BRAVO
9:00pm | MICA Stage
Tumbao Bravo has won Detroit Music Awards on three different 
occasions for Best Jazz Recording, Best World Music Recording, 
and Best World Music Band. With tight arrangements and sizzling 
solo work, Tumbao Bravo performs the authentic rhythms of Cuba, 
including mambo, cha cha, rumba, and bolero, combined with rich, 
original jazz harmonics featuring congas, timbales, sax, fl ute, piccolo, 
trumpet, piano, and bass. Tumbao Bravo will make you want to move!

BASHIRI ASAD
10:30pm | UrbanBeat,
1213 Turner
Bashiri Asad has come to defi ne his 
sound as “IndySoul”. Hailing from 
Indianapolis, Bashiri Asad is an 
award-winning Soul/Jazz Singer-
Songwriter whose recent album 

“The Everyday Soulsinger” was 
released in 2023.

AFTERGLOW  •  BASHIRI ASAD
11:30pm | UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner › Limited seating
Bashiri Asad will perform followed by a band-led jam session 
with other festival musicians until 1:00 am.

SAT October 12

MICHIGAN INSTITUTE FOR CONTEMPORARY ART

LIVESTREAM
Portions of the festival will be 

livestreamed at vimeo.

HTTPS://BIT.LY/JAZZFESTLIVESTREAM2024



18 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • July 24, 2024

MICA (South Turner)
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Call for volunteers Please join us as a volunteer. In addition to free admission, you’ll 
meet some great people, get a cool Festival t-shirt, and know you’ve played an important role 
in your community. We also need folks for set-up and tear-down, before and after. 

Visit MichArts.org/volunteer to sign up!

The mission of the Michigan Institute for Contemporary Art, a 501(c)3 non profi t,  
is to create open spaces where people can come together, meet old friends, make new friends, 
and in the context of the arts explore ways to bring about positive community transformation. 
MICA’s exhibitions in the visual arts and programs in music, performance, fi lm and literature 
provide opportunities to entertain, educate and inspire. For more, see micharts.org.
Grants, donations, sponsorships and other revenues support art programs and artists.

WED  JUL 31 • KICKOFF CONCERT
6:30pm Ann Bell UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner
7:30pm Clique Vocals UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner

THUR  AUG 1 • BENEFIT CONCERT   
6:30pm Anthony Taylor Trio UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner

7:30pm Walter Blanding and Friends UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner

FRI  AUG 2
5:00pm School of Rock Tripp Stage
5:30pm Ann Bell UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner
5:30pm Bill Cessna MessageMakers Stage
6:30pm Freddie Cunningham and F&J Inc. MICA Stage
7:45pm Minor Element MessageMakers Stage
8:00pm Clique Vocals UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner
9:00pm Tumbao Bravo MICA Stage

10:30pm Bashiri Asad UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner
11:30pm AFTERGLOW • Bashiri Asad UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner

SAT AUG 3  
2:00pm KidzBeat › Children’s Ballet Theatre & Power Dance Tripp Stage
2:00pm JAMM Scholarship Band MICA Stage
3:00pm Olivia Van Goor with Ruben Stump Trio MessageMakers Stage
3:00pm KidzBeat › Greater Lansing Ballet Company & Academy of Dance Tripp Stage
3:00pm Tom Du�  eld UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner
4:00pm Marbin Workshop UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner
4:00pm Lansing Concert Band-Big Band MICA Stage
4:00pm School of Rock Kids Tripp Stage
5:00pm Matt Von Roderick MessageMakers Stage
5:30pm School of Rock Adult Tripp Stage
6:30pm Tom Du�  eld UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner
6:00pm Faith Quashie MessageMakers Stage
6:30pm Marbin MICA Stage
7:30pm Clique Vocals UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner
8:30pm Walter Blanding and Friends MessageMakers Stage
9:30pm Planet d Nonet MICA Stage

11:00pm AFTERGLOW • Marbin UrbanBeat Stage, 1213 Turner

SUN  AUG 4 • GospelFest CONCERT
11:00am Service MICA Stage

1:00pm Gospel Performances • Paul Leroy Porter
Leila Taraneh • Semaje • Pastor Anthony Taylor MICA Stage

BRONZEGOLD SILVERGRANTS SUPPORTERS

Whistlepig BBQ

DanTemplin,Attorney

S
P
O
N
S
O
R
S

ON TURNER ST AT CESAR CHAVEZ AVE, IN OLD TOWN, LANSING

P R O D U C E D  B Y
FOUNDING SPONSOR

*Program subject to change

MICA BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

Matthew Anderson
Tom Cathey
Tim Fedewa

Carol Hildebrand
Marcus Jefferson
Brandon Leathers 

Stacie Noel
Tammy Slavik
Terry Terry

Lisa Whiting-Dobson
Joe Winkiel

FOUNDING SPONSORPRODUCED BY
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Samia Halaby retrospective charts an artist’s long road
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ARTS & CULTURE ART • BOOKS • FILM • MUSIC

What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

By CHELSEA LAKE ROBERTS
In December, Indiana University 

canceled its planned exhibition of Pal-
estinian American artist and master of 
fine arts alumna Samia Halaby’s work, 
citing concerns that its campus muse-
um couldn’t “guarantee the integrity of 
the exhibit,” The New York Times re-
ported. 

Halaby has long been a vocal sup-
porter of Palestine. The Times article 
reported that IU staff had raised con-
cern over social media posts where the 
artist had “expressed support for Pal-
estinian causes and outrage at the vi-
olence in the Middle East, comparing 
the Israeli bombardment to a geno-
cide.”

In a comment for the same article, 
Steven Bridges, interim director of the 
Michigan State University Broad Art 
Museum, stated that MSU would re-
main on course to host Halaby’s work 
as planned. 

On June 29, the first-ever American 
survey of Halaby’s work opened to the 
public right here in East Lansing. “Eye 
Witness,” running through Dec. 15, is a 
masterfully executed and meticulously 
curated effort, presenting a retrospec-
tive that delves deeply into the 87-year-
old artist’s career as an abstract painter 
while creating an intimate dialogue 
with the audience through audio sto-
rytelling, short videos and engaging 
exhibition labels. The result is a warm, 
powerfully optimistic show that invites 
a deep connection with the artwork 
and a personal reflection on the artist. 

Halaby was born in Jerusalem in 
1936 and moved with her family to 
the United States when she was 11. She 
attended Michigan State University 
from 1959 to 1960, earning her master 
of arts degree. She told 
City Pulse, “During my 
year at MSU, painters 
from New York were in-
vited as advisers for the 
graduate students. But 
I found the regular fac-
ulty, not the New York 
stars, far more helpful 
as teachers and far more 
interesting as personal-
ities.” 

Walking through the 
exhibition, viewers can explore work 
created during Halaby’s years as a stu-
dent and an early-career artist, with 

some pieces on view for the first time 
since 1960. The definitions provided 
and questions posed throughout the 
exhibit help viewers understand how 
the artist approached her work and 
frame her abstract art practice as a “vi-
sual language” that viewers can have a 
conversation with. 

In 1972, Halaby became the first 
full-time female associate professor at 
the Yale University School of Art. She’s 
lived and worked in New York City 
since 1976, but she struggled to find 
professional representation in a gallery 
for more than 30 years. 

Frustrated with the harsh realities of 
the art world, Halaby turned to activ-
ism. In a video portrait, she states that 
activism is what “liberated” her art-
work and, she says, “It liberated me.”

The exhibition also 
highlights Halaby’s pio-
neering work as a digital 
artist by showcasing her 
kinetic paintings, moving 
pieces of art she created 
via computer program-
ming in the 1980s. In 
another video, she states, 
“The machine sitting in 
front of me is the artwork 
… the computer is the me-

dium.” Visitors can explore videos of 
these paintings in a room designed to 
evoke the artist’s Tribeca studio, where 
she’s lived and worked for decades. 

Some of the largest works on view 
are Halaby’s paintings from or about 
Palestine. The museum’s thoughtful 
curation of these paintings explores 
the multiple meanings of the word “oc-
cupation” — both how Halaby visited 
her homeland as an occupied territory 
and how this place occupies space in 
her mind. A subtle theme of the show 
is opening up new viewpoints, not be-
cause of the political situation in Pal-
estine but because of the nature of ab-
stract art. 

In one of the video portraits, Halaby 
states, “Abstraction is an imitation of 
reality. It might teach you how to look 
if you open your eyes and look some 
more.” She continues to make her iden-
tity perfectly clear, “I am an Arab. And 
I am a lover of the Arab world. I am 
a Palestinian. I was born in Jerusalem, 
and it’s my city.” 

The piece “Daughter in Her Mother’s 
Garden,” part of Halaby’s series “Women 
of Palestine,” was inspired by the artist’s 
visit to Balata refugee camp in the West 
Bank, where she met a woman who me-
ticulously tended a garden. Moved by 
the woman’s perseverance, Halaby ab-
stracted a scene of scattered pastel dots 
that evoke snow, dust and things break-
ing apart, contrasted with large shapes 
holding together or flowing. 

Halaby’s 2003 piece “Little Pales-
tine” is now part of the Broad’s perma-

nent collection. The collaged canvas 
was stitched together by the artist to 
create, according to the Broad, “a dy-
namic sense of movement” evoking the 
artist’s identity and her experiences be-
tween Palestine and the United States. 

While these two pieces are among 
the most powerful, the show’s name, 
“Eye Witness,” was inspired by Hala-
by’s painting “Occupied Jerusalem 1, 
June 9, 1995.” Rachel Winter, assistant 
curator of the Broad, writes in the exhi-
bition’s program, “Being an eyewitness 
expands beyond an immediate field of 
vision into a complex physical, emo-
tional, environmental and intellectu-
al experience … to be a witness is not 
simply to see visually, but to be present, 
engaged and mindful of a fleeting mo-
ment so its events are not forgotten.” 

Halaby’s endurance over her 60-year 
career could be credited to her ability 
to embrace new forms and adapt to the 
times while wholeheartedly advocat-
ing for herself, whatever the cost or the 
controversy. In one video, Halaby wan-
ders around a large canvas taped to the 
floor and occasionally adds a line or a 
large circle to it. Her niece can be heard 
off-camera, joking about how her aunt 
is “destroying” the painting she has just 
made. Halaby responds, “The biggest 
danger is self-deception — falling in 
love with your own baby, being blind 
to what everyone else sees.” 

Samia Halaby: “Eye 
Witness”
Through Dec. 15 (opening 
reception Sept. 13)
MSU Broad Art Museum
547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Wednesday-
Sunday
(517) 884-4800
broadmuseum.msu.edu

Chelsea Roberts for City Pulse

Samia Halaby as a young art student. Chelsea Roberts for City Pulse

“Daughter in Her Mother’s Garden,” part of Halaby’s series “Women of Palestine.” 
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Additives create questions regarding safety of infused pre-rolls
By CHRIS SILVA

Sometimes too much of a good 
thing can be a bad thing. This can be 
seen in Michigan’s cannabis market, 
where, due to consumer demand, 
the percentage of THC in flower and 
pre-rolls is continuing to skyrocket, 
and manufacturers have phased out 
plants testing at less than 20% THC 
in all but the rarest cases. 

While producers have been forced 
to focus on high-THC strains, the 
pre-roll potency war has pushed 
them to infuse joints with cannabis 
concentrates in order to increase the 
THC percentage even more. 

I’ve covered a lot of infused pre-
rolls in this column since I took over. 
I really enjoy premium live resin- 
and live rosin-infused pre-rolls from 
brands like Element and Ice Kream 
Hash Co., but these top-shelf options 
are just a small sliver of what’s avail-
able. The most common infused pre-
rolls on the market are made from 
low-quality flower that’s infused 
with kief, cheap distillate or other 
bottom-shelf concentrates and, in 
more and more cases, non-naturally 
occurring terpenes and flavorings.

Due to the addition of often 
harsh-tasting concentrates and the 
generally low quality of the flower 
used, many manufacturers have re-

sorted to adding terpenes and some-
times flavorings to make their joints 
more palatable. Terpenes are what 
give plants their smell and taste. Re-

cent technological advances have al-
lowed manufacturers to become very 
adept at isolating individual terpenes 
from cannabis and other plants.

This practice isn’t totally new. For 
years, producers have added ter-
penes and other flavorings to can-
nabis vape cartridges to improve 
the taste and act as a thinning agent 
for the pure THC distillate, which is 
usually a very solid, sticky oil. 

In terms of pre-rolls, the potential 
harm to consumers comes from the 
method of consumption — combus-
tion — and the fact that the concen-
trations of added and naturally oc-
curring terpenes are way outside the 
range ever found in a concentrate 
extracted from a cannabis plant.  

It’s important for folks to keep in 
mind that terpenes can be volatile 

City Pulse • February 9, 2022 www.lansingcitypulse.com 19

in Review:
Terple Gang
in Review:

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub.

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds.

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too.

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor.

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell.

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.”

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high.

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high.

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%.

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.”

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button.

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output.

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week.

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year.

Here’s a look at a few of them:
Terple Gang — Bombulan
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder.

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed.

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips.

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes.

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks.

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too.

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes.

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty.

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap.

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com.

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Pre-roll additives

Elsa Olofsson/Shutterstock

A recent trend in the cannabis market is the addition of non-naturally occurring ter-
penes and artificial flavorings to pre-rolls. It’s unknown whether smoking high concen-
trations of these additives could create long-term health risks.

See Lansterdam, Page 21
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and even corrosive, like those used to 
create turpentine. Combusting high 
concentrations of terpenes could 
create health risks in the long term 
— or maybe not. According to Jason 
Allen, co-founder of Lapeer-based 
cultivator Old School Organics, “No 
one knows enough about the long-
term effects of combusting these 
types of terpenes and flavorings.”

True to its name, Old School Or-
ganics has chosen to stick with old-
school offerings like 100% flower 
pre-rolls made from strains select-
ed for their natural terpene pro-
files. 

Overall, the industry has been 

pretty welcoming of this new trend. 
It’s a way for producers to offload 
their B- and C-tier buds, add some 
cheap distillate and terpenes for 
flavor and offer a 30 to 40% THC 
pre-roll direct to consumers for less 
than $10. The infused pre-roll seg-
ment is a great example of the dual 
issues that are plaguing the industry: 
high THC percentage and low cost. 
Consumers’ perception of a “good” 
cannabis product is simply one that’s 
cheap but contains as much THC as 
possible.

Honestly, a lot of consumers aren’t 
smoking the best dope most of the 
time, so flower quality can be pret-
ty subjective as long as the price and 
THC percentage are right. In addi-
tion, a lot of consumers’ notions of 
what “good” taste is are all over the 
place. Many of them vape non-THC 

products and have palates that are 
much more forgiving, even enjoying 
the sugary, candy-tinged flavors a lot 
of manufacturers have been rolling 
out recently.

You probably shouldn’t be too wor-
ried about pre-rolls. Cannabis is gen-
erally one of the safest drugs you can 
consume. Allen and many other ex-
perts I’ve spoken with agree that you 
should treat infused pre-rolls just 
like any other cannabis product you 
consume — with care. If you experi-
ence pain or discomfort, stop using 
the product immediately, and you’ll 
probably feel better in a few days. Be 
sure to stay informed on the makeup 
of the products you buy and, when 
in doubt, always ask your budtender 
questions. Greater accountability 
from manufacturers starts with us, 
the consumers.

Lansterdam
from page 20
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Spend another adventurous summer with Jack McGuinn
By BILL CASTANIER

The boys are back in town. Authors 
Dave McVeigh and Jim Bolone make 
another return to Mackinac Island 
in their new book, “MisGuided,” the 
second prequel to their widely pop-
ular 2021 novel, The Dockporter,” in 
which luggage hauler extraordinaire 
Jack McGuinn gets wrapped up in a 
plot that involves bringing golf carts 
to the island. Blasphemy.

When we last saw McGuinn in the 
first prequel novel, “Somewhere in 
Crime,” he was an 11-year-old paper-
boy on the island during the summer 
when Christopher Reeve and Jane 
Seymour were filming the cult-clas-
sic movie “Somewhere in Time.” Mc-
Guinn was able to save the movie and 
cement his name in the island’s lore.

“MisGuided” jumps forward to 
1984. McGuinn, now 16, is toiling as 
a lowly busboy at a café on the island. 

He has plans to make the leap to the 
more profitable post of dockporter 
at one of the island’s less prestigious 
hotels, but when that falls through, 
he lands an alternative job as a tour 
guide at historic Fort Mackinac along-
side three ill-fitted compatriots. 

It’s questionable whether this new 
band of irregulars is up to the task, 
and when they blow their audition, 
they turn to a Monty Python-style sa-
tirical approach to telling history. Just 
imagine Napoleon Bonaparte sailing 
an armada to Mackinac Island.

However, the schtick becomes so 
popular with tourists that the boys 
— to the delight of their boss and the 
governor of Michigan, who sees them 
in action — continue the improbable 
improvisation.

The story really picks up when the 
boys learn about a holy grail of sorts: 
the lost chalice of French Jesuit mis-

sionary Jacques Marquette. A rich 
pizza baron is on the move to create 
a tourist destination similar to Mack-
inac Island on Beaver Island, which 
everyone else finds abhorrent. The 
Pizza King has plans to make the 
chalice a centerpiece of his new re-
sort attraction. The misfit tour guides 
want the chalice to stay on Mackinac 
Island, and in a “Goonies”-esque 
plot, they rally together to keep the 
treasure hunt alive.

Who knew resort living could be so 
stressful?

Though McVeigh and Bolone write 
long distance, they communicate 
over the phone, which helps them 
recount some of their youthful and 
outrageous activities as dockport-
ers. Bolone was certainly integral in 
writing “MisGuided” since he spent 
time as a guide at Fort Mackinac. 
McVeigh’s parents owned a cottage 
on the island.

Once again, the authors have tak-
en a wacky, fun approach and cap-
tured the amazing summer flavor of 
Mackinac Island and its often-quirky 
people. The plot ideas for this series 
appear to be endless.

Courtesy photo 

Like the protagonist of their three Mackinac Island novels, authors Dave McVeigh 
(left) and Jim Bolone were both dockporters in their youth. 
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By TYLER SCHNEIDER
Though he was 

born legally blind, 
Mason resident 
Brian Hunt has 
long had his sights 
set on opening his 
own brewery. 

Hunt, 50, moved 
to Greater Lan-
sing from Aus-
tin, Texas, in 
2003. A pro-
grammer by 
day, he first 
took up brew-
ing in 2008, 
but his efforts 
really started 
to take off two 

years later, when he joined forces 
with fellow hobbyist and co-work-
er Joe Prevo, a 41-year-old Lansing 
native.

“We would just hang out and brew 
beer. Eventually, things progressed 
to where we were making some real-
ly good beer that people really liked. 
The brewery kind of just evolved out 
of that,” Hunt said. 

In 2016, the pair began “joking” 
about opening a brewery, Hunt said. 
But those plans were put on an in-
definite hold later that year when 
doctors found a noncancerous tu-
mor in Hunt’s brain that required an 
eight-hour surgery to remove. 

“They didn’t get it all the first time, 
though,” Hunt said. “Nine months 

later, I had to have a second that 
lasted 17 hours.”

When Hunt was back on his feet 
in 2018, he circled back with Prevo 
about reviving the brewery project. 
However, it wasn’t until fall 2022 
that they “seriously started digging 
in,” he said.  

Envisioning a Caribbean tropics 
theme, they named their venture 
Summerlands Brewing Co.

“I’m in a position where I get 
called in a lot for work. My escape 
would be to go on a cruise,” Hunt 
said. “We both like Caribbean-style 
food, so we talked about doing stuff 
from places like Aruba, Cuba and 
Mexico.”

Once they had their finances in 
order, Hunt and Prevo purchased a 
3,300-square-foot building in Holt 
that had previously housed Charlie’s 
Bar & Grill until its closure in July 
2023. They immediately got to work 
on renovations, which took just over 
a year, leading to a grand opening 
weekend July 12 and 13.

The brewery staffs 20 employ-
ees, including executive chef Kevin 
Cronin, a staple of the Greater Lan-
sing culinary scene for nearly three 
decades. Cronin’s tropical menu 
includes conch fritters, hush pup-
pies, seafood nachos and a Paradise 
Burger, which Hunt said is a “salute 
to Jimmy Buffet.”

“We brew just about everything, 
from Russian stouts to Kölsch to 
IPAs,” Hunt said of their rotating 
taps. “Because we’re Summerlands, 

we’re also go-
ing to have a few 
lighter varieties 
like fruit beer and 
seltzers.”

His personal fa-
vorites are the In 
the Gloaming IPA 
and the Jamai-
ca-inspired Trop-
ical Storm stout.

Of the former, 
he said, “It’s a 
red IPA that we 
went through a 
few iterations of 
to get just right. 
It turned out to be 
really, really good.”  
Meanwhile, Trop-
ical Storm is “a 
l i g h t e r - b o d i e d 
stout that you can 
drink in warm weather, similar to a 
New England-style IPA. You’ll get all 
the hoppy aroma coming off the top 
of it, and it’s really strong.”

Early customer favorites in-
clude the cucumber cream ale, cof-
fee stout, golden Kölsch and Key 

lime-coconut pale ale. 
“We wanted to create a fun place 

where people can expect a nice, re-
laxed environment. We’ve also got 
a weekly list of events ranging from 
karaoke, trivia, bingo, brunch, Sat-
urday movies and live music on the 
weekends,” Hunt said. 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: SPECIAL USE PERMIT #24020 (OKEMOS 

LOCAL INVESTMENTS)
MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 2024

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

SPECIAL USE PERMIT #24020 (OKEMOS LOCAL INVESTMENTS)
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Monday, August 12, 2024 at 6:30 p.m., in the Meridian Township 
Municipal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, to hear all persons 
interested in a request from Okemos Local Investments LLC to construct a recreational 
marihuana retailer in the existing building at 4360 South Hagadorn Road, Okemos, MI  
48864. The approximately 0.62-acre parcel is zoned RP – Research and Office Park and is 
located within the Marihuana Business Overlay District. 
Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Written comments may be sent prior to the Planning 
Commission, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan, 48864, 
or by email to shorkey@meridian.mi.us, or at the public hearing..

Deborah Guthrie
Township Clerk

CP#24-588
*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 
9/30/2024. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2024 BCI Acrylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(855) 750-0523
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2024

$1000
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**AND

Military & Senior Discounts Available

Aruba, Jamaica, Summerlands will take ya

Summerlands 
Brewing Co.

1957 Cedar St., Holt
Noon-11 p.m. Sunday-
Thursday
Noon-1 a.m. Friday-
Saturday
(517) 709-3647
summerlandsbrewing.com 

Tyler Schneider/City Pulse

Joe Prevo (left) and Brian Hunt, co-owners of Summerlands 
Brewing Co., look out at the patio area of their new 
3,300-square-foot space in Holt.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Aries singer-songwriter 
Lady Gaga has written many songs, both for 
herself and other artists. She has famously 
declared that some of her most successful songs 
took her just 10 minutes to compose. They include 
“Just Dance,” “Poker Face” and “Born This Way.” 
According to my interpretation of the astrological 
omens, you could be rising to Lady Gaga levels 
of creativity in your own sphere during the 
coming weeks. And I won’t be surprised if your 
imaginative innovations flow with expeditious 
clarity, like Gaga at her most efficient.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): During the winter, 
some animals hibernate. They enter a state of 
dormancy, slowing their metabolism, breathing 
and heart rate. Other animals enter a similar 
state during the summer, conserving energy when 
the weather is hot and dry. It’s called estivation. 
According to my analysis of the astrological 
omens, many of you Tauruses would benefit from 
a modified version of estivation in the next couple 
of weeks. You’re in prime time to recharge your 
energy through deep relaxation and rest.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): The English word 
“amphibian” is derived from the Greek term 
“amphibios,” which means “living a double life.” 
The original meaning of the English word was 
“combining two qualities; having two modes 
of life,” though it eventually came to be used 
primarily to describe animals that function 
well both on land and in water. You Geminis 
are, of course, the most amphibious of all the 
astrological tribes. You can feel at home in a 
variety of situations. This may sometimes stir 
up confusion, but I see it as one of your greatest 
potential strengths. In the coming weeks, I hope 
you enjoy it to the maximum. It should serve you 
well. Wield it to take advantage of the sweet perks 
of versatility.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): I dreamed that a young 
elephant appeared on the back deck of my house 
and stuck its trunk through the open door. I got up 
from my chair, gently pushed the animal away and 
closed the door. But after I woke up, I was sorry I 
had done that in my dream. What was I afraid of? 
The elephant posed no danger — and may have 
been a good omen. In some cultures, elephants 
in dreams and visions are symbols of good luck, 
vitality, long life and the removal of obstacles. So, 
here’s what I did. I dropped into a deep meditative 
state and reimagined the dream. This time, I 
welcomed the creature into my home. I gave her 
the name Beatrice. We wrestled playfully and had 
fun playing with a red rubber ball. Amazingly, later 
that day, a certain obstacle in my actual waking 
life magically disappeared. The moral of the story, 
my fellow Cancerian, is to welcome the elephant.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Some bamboo species grow 
very quickly — as much as 36 inches per day. I 
suspect your capacity to burgeon and blossom 
will display a similar vigor in the coming weeks. 
You may be surprised at how dramatic your 
development is. I’m hoping, of course, that you 
will be acutely focused on channeling your fertility 
in positive ways. Don’t feed an urge to recklessly 
gamble, for instance. Don’t pursue connections 
with influences that are no damn good for you. 
Instead, decide right now what areas of your life 
you want to be the beneficiaries of your growth 
spurt. Choose the beauty and power you will 
encourage to ripen.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): For months, we heard 
and saw crows pecking on the roof of our rental 
house. Why? Were they grubbing for food? It was 
mildly annoying but seemingly no big deal. Then, 
one night, their small acts of mayhem climaxed 
in an unexpected event. Rain began to fall around 
8 p.m. It was constant, though not heavy. At 9, 
the ceilings in five rooms began to leak. By 10:30, 
our house was flooded. We managed to rescue 
most of our precious items, but the house was 
damaged. We had to find a new place to live. I 
don’t expect anything nearly this drastic to befall 
you, dear Virgo. But I do encourage you to check 

to see if any small problem is gradually growing 
bigger. Now is a favorable time to intervene and 
forestall an unfavorable development.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Two Scottish veterinarians 
researched the health of rhesus monkeys that 
are compelled by human handlers to dance on 
the streets of Islamabad, Pakistan. When I first 
learned about this, my response was, “Wow! Don’t 
those doctors have anything better to do? That 
is the most obscure research I have ever heard 
of.” But later, I decided I admired the doctors 
because they were motivated primarily by 
compassion. They found the monkeys were under 
severe stress, and they publicized the fact as a 
public service. Their work will ultimately lead to 
better treatment of the monkeys. In accordance 
with astrological omens, Libra, I advise you to 
seek out comparable ways to express altruism 
in the coming weeks. By engaging in noble and 
idealistic acts, you will attract good fortune into 
your sphere for yourself and others.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Do you place any limits on 
how deep and expansive you allow your yearnings 
to be? Are you ever worried that maybe you 
desire too much and are at risk of asking for too 
much? If you answered yes to those questions, 
Scorpio, I will give you a temporary license to 
rebel against your wariness. In accordance 
with astrological rhythms, I authorize you to 
experiment with feeling the biggest, strongest, 
wildest longings you have ever felt. Please note 
that I am not advising you to immediately go 
out and express those longings to the hilt. For 
now, I’d like you to simply have the experience 
of entertaining their full intensity. This will be a 
healing experience.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You will never guess 
the identity of the strongest animal on the planet. 
It’s not the gorilla, tiger or elephant. It’s the dung 
beetle, which can lug loads that weigh 1,141 times 
as much as it does. The equivalent for you would 
be to pull six double-decker buses crammed with 
people. I’m happy to inform you that although 
you won’t be able to accomplish that feat in 
the coming weeks, your emotional and spiritual 
strength will be formidable. You may be surprised 
at how robust and mighty you are. What do you 
plan to do with all that power?

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): By age 35, you have 
already shed more than 50 pounds of skin. The 
flesh that covers you is in a constant state of 
renewal. In the coming weeks, I expect your rate 
of regeneration to be even higher than usual — 
not only in regard to your skin but everything else 
in your life as well. Here’s a proviso: Renewal and 
regeneration are always preceded by withering 
or dwindling. To enjoy the thrill of revitalization, 
you must allow the loss of what was once vital but 
is no longer.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Among people who go 
hiking a lot, “death march” is a term that refers 
to a long trudge through boring scenery in bad 
weather. Let’s use this as a metaphor for your 
life. I believe you have recently finished your 
own metaphorical version of a death march. 
Any minute now, you will begin a far more 
enjoyable series of experiences. Get ready for 
an entertaining meander through interesting 
terrains in fine weather. Be alert for unpredictable 
encounters with inspiration and education.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Alex Larenty 
gives massages to lions at a lion park near 
Johannesburg, South Africa. They especially love 
foot rubs. Even Jamu, king of the local beasts, 
rolls onto his back so Larenty can get a good 
angle while caressing and kneading his paws. 
I bring this to your attention, Pisces, because 
it’s a good metaphor for the unique power you 
will have in the coming days: a knack for dealing 
successfully with wild influences and elemental 
powers through the magic of kindness, affection 
and service.

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

“Create New 
Folder” -- contains 
five.
by Matt Jones
© 2024 Matt Jones

ACROSS
1. Playbill roster
5. “Pardon me”
9. Call partner?
13. Classic New 
Yorker cartoonist 
Peter
14. Confusion
16. Shakespeare’s 
river
17. Her latest album 
is 2020’s “Fetch the 
Bolt Cutters”
19. Zeus’s wife
20. Actor Wheaton
21. Rent-___ 
(airport-adjacent 
service)
23. Sat ___ (GPS 
system)
24. Binge
26. Unofficial title 
for Stuart Sutcliffe or 
Pete Best
30. Frequent site for 
athletic injuries
31. CIO’s partner
32. Word before 
Faithful or school
33. Word on a gift card
35. Remarked
38. Picture in a dream
42. Underground 
signal carrier, maybe
45. Her “Hello” is used 
in the new “Weird” Al 
polka medley
46. Herb used in some 
ritual burnings
47. Element #10
48. Sheep sound
50. Category
52. Monopoly quad, 
for short
53. Culmination of a 
hero-versus-villain arc
58. Pinstriped baseball 
team, on scoreboards
59. Indignation

60. Pasture mom
61. Seoul-based 
automaker
63. Medicine bottle
65. Completely healthy, 
with “in”
70. “Cуmo ___ usted?”
71. Brightly colored 
aquarium fish
72. Enjoy some jerky
73. Display
74. Basketballer 
O’Neal who cohosts 
“Lucky 13”
75. Park in London

DOWN
1. Half-___ latte
2. Shapiro who hosted 
the latest season of 
“The Mole”
3. Paperweight that 
gets shaken
4. “Beloved” novelist 
Morrison
5. Reddit Q&A feature, 
for short

6. Trending
7. Person living 
abroad, informally
8. Garden ground 
cover
9. “A Christmas Carol” 
outburst
10. Big do
11. Reef component
12. Rapscallion
15. Singer Bryson who 
duetted on “A Whole 
New World” (the 
version that hit #1)
18. ___ Romeo (sports 
car)
22. Memento of the 
past
24. Mediterranean 
port city
25. Pungent
27. “In that case ...”
28. Moves, as wings
29. Madison Ave. exec, 
stereotypically
34. Peach dessert 
name

36. Give ___ chance
37. 7, but not 77
39. Civil rights activist 
and King mentor Ralph
40. High praise
41. Minuscule, cutely
43. Territory
44. Honeycomb 
compartment
49. To the rear, 
nautically
51. Actress Palmer
53. Till bills
54. Like James Joyce
55. “That’s swell”
56. Spring sign
57. Tithing amount
62. Pruritus
64. It’s practiced as an 
occupation
66. Time of history
67. Answer section?
68. Light bulb variety
69. Source of milk for 
pecorino cheese

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 28

SUDOKU Beginner

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                               July 24-30, 2024
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DeWitt Concerts in the Park: The Ron St. Germain 
Band (folk/country/rock) - Free. 7 p.m. Riverside 
Park, 315 S. Bridge St., DeWitt. dewittareacc.org/
event/concerts-in-the-park.

Dimondale Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. Village 
Square, 136 N. Bridge St., Dimondale. 517-646-0230. 
villageofdimondale.org/general-3.

Family Pops Concert - The East Lansing Kiwanis 
Community Band presents a free concert suitable 
for the whole family. Bring blankets or lawn chairs. 
7 p.m. Hawk Nest Park, 526 Buteo Drive, East 
Lansing. 517-332-5662. 

Portland Sounds of Summer Concert Series: Einer 
Meher - Free. 7 p.m. Two Rivers Park, 201 Divine 
Hwy., Portland. facebook.com/MiPortlandDown-
town. 

Samia Halaby: “Eye Witness” - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Solar System Adventure Walk - How do we figure 
out the relative distance and size of planets? How 
can we understand the vastness of space? We’ll 
use the “bowling ball” model on our stroll to find 
out! Ages 7+. 2 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

St. Johns Concerts in the Park: Toppermost 
(Beatles tribute) - Free. 7 p.m. St. Johns City Park, 
801 W. Park St., St. Johns. facebook.com/StJohnsC-
ityParkPerformanceShell.gladl.org.

Summer Vibes Karaoke - 8-11 p.m. Lansing Shuffle, 
325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4365. lansing-
shuffle.com.

Teen BBQ Bash - Join us for an epic BBQ where 
friends, food and fun come together for an unfor-
gettable end to a great summer! Grades 4-12. 4 
p.m. Playground of Dreams, 100 Howe Drive, Eaton 
Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

Ten-Minute Play Festival - Six short plays written by 
LCC students and directed by LCC theater alumni. 
Free admission. 7 p.m. LCC Outdoor Amphitheater 
(between Gannon Building and Dart Auditorium). 
lcc.edu/showinfo.

Walk-in Wednesday - Explore printmaking! Free. 
Children under 7 must attend with a registered 
adult. 4:30-6 p.m. REACH Studio Art Center, 1804 S. 
Washington Ave., Lansing. reachstudioart.org.

Weaving the Web: Sacred Space - Join us online or in 
person every Wednesday for discussions, rituals, 
meditations and more! 6 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 
809 Center St., Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoft-
heweb.org.

Wednesday Yoga on Albert - Hosted by Yoga State. 
Bring a yoga mat. Free. 9:30 a.m. Albert EL Fresco, 
corner of M.A.C. and Albert avenues, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com.

Thursday, July 25
Adult Roller Derby Basic Skills Boot Camp - Four-
month roller derby training course. No experience 
necessary. 6-8 p.m. Court One Training Center, 
7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. lansingrollerderby.
com.

Bath Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. James Couzens 
Memorial Park, 13753 Main St., Bath. 517-641-6728. 
shopbfm.org.

Bookend Gallery Display - Ink and watercolor art by 
Andrew Schultz. Noon-6 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 
Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/haslett.

Charlotte Summer Concerts on the Square: Mixed 
Flavors (variety) - Free. 6:30 p.m. 1885 Eaton 
County Courthouse lawn, 100 W. Lawrence Ave., 
Charlotte. facebook.com/charlottechamberofcom-
merce.

Crafty Vibes - Bring your knitting, crochet or any 
other portable craft project and immerse yourself 
in an evening of creativity, conversation and com-
munity. 5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St., 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org.

Wednesday, July 24
Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. Kalam-
azoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. allenneighborhood-
center.org/market.

Bookend Gallery Display - Ink and watercolor art by 
Andrew Schultz. Noon-4 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 
Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/haslett.

Broadway Jazz Dance - Ten-week class, meets 
biweekly. Ages 12-adult. 6 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Brian Byrnes at the Graduate Rock Bar - 8 p.m. 
133 Evergreen Ave., East Lansing. 517-348-0900. 
facebook.com/graduaterockbar.

CharLit Adult Book Club: “A City on Mars,” by Kelly 
and Zach Weinersmith - 6:30 p.m. Charlotte Com-
munity Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 517-
543-8859. charlottelibrary.org.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion. 
9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com. 

Fowlerville Family Fair - We have something for 
everyone, from rides and food to exhibits and 
animals. 10 a.m.-11 p.m. 8800 W. Grand River Ave., 
Fowlerville. fowlervillefamilyfair.com.

Improv Acting Class - Ten-week class, meets bi-
weekly. Ages 12-adult. 7:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Lansing Concerts in the Park: Kathy Ford Band (va-
riety), with Special Guests Emily and John Cosgrove 
- Free. 7 p.m. Durant Park, 719 N. Washington Ave., 
Lansing. lansingmi.gov/994/Concerts-in-the-Park.

Lansing Live! Open Stage Night - Whether you’re ex-
perienced or just starting, the stage is open to all. 
Not a performer? Enjoy dinner, drinks and live mu-
sic. No cover, all ages welcome. 6 p.m. UrbanBeat, 
1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

“Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About” - Exhibit 
of 31 original works by local artists Doug and Susan 
Smith. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos 
Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
okemos.

Life Drawing - Drawing session with a clothed model 
or still life. Facilitated by a teaching artist. Ages 13+. 
6 p.m. REACH Studio Art Center, 1804 S. Washing-
ton Ave., Lansing. reachstudioart.org.

Meridian Summer Concert Series: Mama Tryd 
Band (Classic rock/country/blues) - Free. 6 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us/about-us/calendar/sum-
mer-concert-series.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

Mindfulness Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh tra-
dition - All are welcome to join our weekly practice! 
7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd., Lansing. lamc.info.

MSU Summer Carillon Concert Series - Free and 
open to the public. Bring a picnic and a chair or 
blanket and enjoy the bells of the carillon. 6 p.m. 
Beaumont Tower, 375 W. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
music.msu.edu.
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Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

Lansing Stroll for 
Epilepsy

7:30 a.m. Saturday, July 
27

Potter Park Zoo
1301 S. Pennsylvania 

Ave., Lansing

The Epilepsy Foundation 
of Michigan will hold its annu-
al Lansing Stroll for Epilepsy 
Saturday morning (July 27) at 
Potter Park Zoo. The strolls, 
which take place throughout 
the state each summer, are the foundation’s biggest fundraising events, allowing 
it to continue to train school personnel on seizure first aid, host educational con-
ferences, provide guidance to individuals affected by epilepsy through the Here 
for You Helpline and more.

Saturday’s event will begin with check-in and activities at 7:30 a.m., followed 
by a fundraiser awards ceremony at 8:30 a.m. The ceremony will also include live 
music and speeches by Michiganders personally affected by epilepsy. The 1-mile 
stroll will kick off after the ceremony concludes. A virtual stroll is also available for 
those who can’t make it in person.

All participants who arrive before 9 a.m. will receive free parking and compli-
mentary same-day admittance to the zoo. 

Pre-registration for both in-person and virtual attendees is open until 11:59 p.m. 
tonight (July 24). The cost is $30 for ages 12 and up, $20 for ages 2 to 11 and free 
for participants under 2. Registration will also be available on-site for an additional 
fee, as long as the event isn’t sold out. For more information and to pre-register, 
visit epilepsymichigan.org/stroll.

See Events, Page 26

St. Johns Mint
Festival

AUGUST 9TH-11TH

CARNIVAL, CRAFT SHOW,
DOWNTOWN BLOCK PARTY,

& MORE
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Family Trivia Night - Gather the whole family and 
head over to BlackDog Coffee for an evening of 
brain-teasing fun. Registration req. 5 p.m. 120 W. 
Hamlin St., Eaton Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.org.

Five-Course Seafood Dinner Pairing - Enjoy five 
flight-glass pours of select craft beers paired 
with chef Moyer’s five-course seafood dinner. 
7:30 p.m. Looking Glass Brewing Co., 115 N. 
Bridge St., DeWitt. 517-668-6004. lookingglass-
brewingcompany.com.

Fowlerville Family Fair - We have something for 
everyone, from rides and food to exhibits and 
animals. 10 a.m.-11 p.m. 8800 W. Grand River 
Ave., Fowlerville. fowlervillefamilyfair.com.

Game Night and Live Music - Enjoy activities and 
games from 5-9 p.m., including giant Connect 4, 
cornhole, giant Jenga, ping pong, giant chess and 
more! Live music at 6 p.m. Albert EL Fresco, cor-
ner of M.A.C. and Albert avenues, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com.

Grand Ledge Music in the Park: Sea Cruisers 
(‘50s-‘70s), opener Jen Sygit - Free. 7 p.m. 
Jaycee Park, 525 E. River St., Grand Ledge. gran-
dledgechamber.com/music_in_the_park.php.

Happy Hour, with Pianist and Vocalist Ann Bell 
- Enjoy half-off food specials from 5-6:30 p.m. 
while listening to some amazing music. All ages 
welcome. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 
517-331-8440. urbanbeatevents.com.

Holt Music in the Garden: Global Village (variety) 
- Food available for purchase from Two Guys 
Nomadic Grill. Free. 7 p.m. Veterans Memorial 
Gardens, 2074 Aurelius Road, Holt. delhitown-
shipmi.gov/402/Community-Events.

The Intersection of White Supremacy, An-
ti-Communism and Womanhood at the Height of 
the Cold War - Visiting scholar Sarah Curry of 
Queen’s University Belfast discusses her ongoing 
research and collections at MSU she’s found 
valuable. Noon. Main Library, 366 W. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu.

Laingsburg Music in the Park: Sudden Impact 
(variety) - Free. Open mic at 6 p.m., band starts 
at 7 p.m. McClintock Park, 299 McClintock St., 
Laingsburg. laingsburg.us.

Laingsburg Indoor Farmers Market - 5-8 p.m. 
First Congregational Church, 401 E. Grand River 
Road, Laingsburg. 517-295-8128. laingsburgbusi-
ness.org/farmers-market-1.

“Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About” - 
Exhibit of 31 original works by local artists Doug 
and Susan Smith. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos Library, 
4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/okemos.

Lucky Penny at Cleats Bar & Grille - 6:30 p.m. 
5801 N. Aurelius Road, Lansing. 517-574-4008. 
cleatsbarandgrille.com.

Meridian Children’s Concert Series: Mellissa 
Sigh - Get ready to sing, dance and play! 6 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park 
Drive, Okemos. 517-853-4600. meridian.mi.us.

Modern Dance Class - 10-week class. Ages 
12-adult. 6 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 
1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Moonlight Film Festival: “Barbie” (2023) - Movie 
starts at dusk (approximately 9:30 p.m.). Valley 
Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East Lansing. city-
ofeastlansing.com/445/Moonlight-Film-Festival.

Picnic Playdate Family Storytime - Enjoy 
stories, songs and literacy-enhancing activities 
like bubbles and water play. Open to children 
of all ages. 11 a.m. Wacousta Community United 
Methodist Church, 9180 Herbison Road, Eagle. 
gladl.org.

Pokémon Party - Make Pokémon crafts, take 
turns playing “Pokémon Snap” and complete a 

Pokémon-themed scavenger hunt. You can also 
bring Pokémon cards to battle and trade. Ages 
5+. 6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

Reno’s Magic Night - Come see Jeff the Magician 
right at your table every Thursday night! 6-8 
p.m. 16460 Old U.S. 27, Lansing. eventvesta.
com/events/75153-reno-s-magic-night.

Samia Halaby: “Eye Witness” - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Spirit of Michigan Chorus Rehearsal - Newly 
formed women’s a cappella chorus. Join us for 
rehearsal! 6:30 p.m. Holy Trinity Greek Ortho-
dox, 1701 E. Saginaw St., Lansing. spiritofmichi-
ganchorus.com.

Ten-Minute Play Festival - Six short plays 
written by LCC students and directed by LCC 
theater alumni. Free admission. 7 p.m. LCC Out-
door Amphitheater (between Gannon Building 
and Dart Auditorium). lcc.edu/showinfo.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly - Weight-loss support 
group. Weigh-in 5:30 p.m., meeting 6-7 p.m. 
Haslett Middle School, 1535 Franklin St., Haslett. 
800-932-8677. facebook.com/HaslettTops.

Wake Up Old Town! - Free, informal networking 
opportunity for professionals from all over 
Lansing. 8:30 a.m. Matthew Ryan Salon & 
Garden, 1410 Turner St., Lansing. 517-485-4283. 
iloveoldtown.org.

Williamston Concerts at the Shell: Local Talent 
Show - Free. 7 p.m. McCormick Park, 300 N. 
Putnam St., Williamston. facebook.com/william-
stonconcerts.

Zap Zone XL Magic Night - Enjoy a night on the 
town with food, a full bar, amazing attractions 
and magic by Jeff the Magician. 8-10 p.m. 5220 
W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing. eventvesta.com/
events/75155-zap-zone-xl-magic-night.

Friday, July 26
Bookend Gallery Display - Ink and watercolor art 
by Andrew Schultz. Noon-4 p.m. Haslett Library, 
1590 Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.
org/about/our-locations/haslett.

Brian Byrnes at the Peanut Barrel - 8 p.m. 521 
E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-351-0608. 
peanutbarrel.com.

Cruise to Holt - Weekly cruise-ins every Friday 
night at the Holt Farmers Market parking lot. 5-8 
p.m. 2150 Cedar St., Holt. holtfarmersmarket.
org.

East Lansing Summer Concert Series: Jonah 
Gerry - Free. 6 p.m. Ann Street Plaza, corner of 
Albert and M.A.C. avenues, East Lansing. cityo-
feastlansing.com/summerconcertseries.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and 
Flex Exercise group exercises at Central Park 
Pavilion. 9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. 
meridian50plus.com. 

Fowlerville Family Fair - We have something for 
everyone, from rides and food to exhibits and 
animals. 10 a.m.-11 p.m. 8800 W. Grand River 
Ave., Fowlerville. fowlervillefamilyfair.com.

Lake Lansing Sounds of Summer Concert 
Series: Stone Street Revival (‘70s hits), opener 
Collin & Gwen - Free. Kids can enjoy big-wheel 
tricycles, a bounce house and an inflatable 
slide. 6:15 p.m. Lake Lansing Park South, 1621 
Pike St., Haslett. facebook.com/Lakelansing-
bandshell.

“Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About” 
- Exhibit of 31 original works by local artists 
Doug and Susan Smith. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos 
Library, 4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/
about/our-locations/okemos.

Mark Collins at Mash Bar - 7 p.m. 212 Albert 
Ave., East Lansing. 517-858-2100. mashbar.net.

“The SpongeBob Musical: Youth Edition” 
July 26-28 and Aug. 2-4 

7 p.m. Friday 
3 p.m. Saturday-Sunday 

Hannah Community Center 
819 Abbot Road, East Lansing 

All-of-Us Express Children’s Theatre will present its final production of the season, 
“The SpongeBob Musical: Youth Edition,” Friday through Sunday (July 26 through 28) 
and Aug. 2 through 4 at East Lansing’s Hannah Community Center. Friday shows are at 
7 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday shows are at 3 p.m.

“When the citizens of Bikini Bottom discover that a volcano will soon erupt and destroy 
their humble home, SpongeBob and his friends must come together to save the fate of 
their undersea world. With lives hanging in the balance and all hope lost, a most unex-
pected hero rises up,” a plot summary on the theater company’s Facebook page reads.

There will be an opening night reception at the community center 5:30 p.m. Friday, 
featuring appetizers, beverages, kids’ games and an opportunity to meet All-of-Us Ex-
press staff. Those interested in attending are asked to RSVP via the link under the “Latest 
News” section on the theater company’s website (allofusexpress.org) by the end of today 
(July 24).

Tickets to the performances are $14 for ages 18 and older and $9 for kids. They can 
be purchased at the Hannah Community Center’s front desk, online at bit.ly/AECTtickets 
or by calling (517) 333-2580 ext. 0. 

Events
from page 25

See Events, Page 27

Musty Basement?
WE CAN HELP!WE CAN HELP!

BEFORE AFTER

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This 
is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply 
and the offer may not be available in your area.  If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by 
telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated 
technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on 
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.  

$750 $750 OFFOFF
Plus FREE 

Home Air Quality Test ($399 value)

1-866-990-1721
CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Basement Waterproofi ng
Crawl Space Service

Indoor Air Quality
Foundation Repair
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Samia Halaby: “Eye Witness” - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
broadmuseum.msu.edu. 

Sunday Yoga on Albert - Hosted by Yoga State. 
Bring a yoga mat. Free. 10 a.m. Albert El Fresco, 
corner of M.A.C. and Albert avenues, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com.

Ten-Minute Play Festival - Six short plays written by 
LCC students and directed by LCC theater alumni. 
Free admission. 7 p.m. LCC Outdoor Amphitheater 
(between Gannon Building and Dart Auditorium). 
lcc.edu/showinfo.

Three Sparks Comedy - Free comedy with Three 
Sparks. 7-9 p.m. One North Kitchen & Bar, 5001 W. Sag-
inaw Hwy., Lansing. 517-901-5001. onenorthdining.com.

Monday, July 29
Al-Anon Meeting - Are you concerned about someone 
else’s drinking? This group welcomes any adult look-
ing for help. 8 p.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 
6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing. cmialanon.org.

Bookend Gallery Display - Ink and watercolor art by 
Andrew Schultz. Noon-4 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 
Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/haslett.

Broadway Jazz Dance - Ten-week class, meets 
biweekly. Ages 12-adult. 6 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Department of Public Works meeting - 5:30 p.m. 
Laingsburg City Hall, 114 S. Woodhull Road, Laings-
burg. laingsburg.us.

Early Voting - 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Carmel Township Hall, 
661 Beech Hwy., Charlotte. charlottemi.gov.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion. 
9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com. 

Improv Acting Camp - Students will work with a 
variety of theater games to develop characters and 
scene work. Ages 5-13. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday-Thurs-
day. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Improv Acting Class - Ten-week class, meets biweek-
ly. Ages 12-adult. 7:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Ingham County Fair - Fair opens at 4 p.m., carnival 
opens at 5 p.m. Monster truck rally at 7 p.m. at the 
Grandstand. Ingham County Fairgrounds, 700 E. Ash 
St., Mason. fair.ingham.org.

Jump Into Reading - Join Ms. Erin for stories, 
songs, activities and therapy dogs. Ages 0-5 with 
caregivers. 11 a.m. Playground of Dreams, 100 
Howe Drive, Eaton Rapids. 517-663-0950. eradl.
org.

“Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About” - 
Exhibit of 31 original works by local artists Doug 
and Susan Smith. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos Library, 
4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/okemos.

Magic at Culvers of Eastwood - Come see Jeff the 
Magician right at your table every Monday night! 
6-8 p.m. 3115 Centre Blvd., Lansing. eventvesta.
com/events/75140-magic-at-culvers-of-eastwood.

Open Mic Night, hosted by Kathy Ford - 6:30-9:30 
p.m. One North Kitchen & Bar, 5001 W. Saginaw 
Hwy., Lansing. 517-901-5001. onenorthdining.com.

Switch Gaming: “Mario & Sonic at the Olympic 
Games” - Feel free to bring your Switch to play 
between turns on the big screen. All skill levels 
welcome. Ages 8+. 6 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. 
gladl.org.

Tuesday, July 30
Al-Anon Meeting - Are you concerned about 
someone else’s drinking? This group welcomes any 
adult looking for help. 7 p.m. St. Jude Church, 801 N. 
Bridge St., DeWitt. cmialanon.org.

Ballet Class - Ten-week class. Ages 12-adult. 6 p.m. 
Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Bookend Gallery Display - Ink and watercolor art by 
Andrew Schultz. Noon-4 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 
Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/haslett.

Brian Byrnes at Cleats Bar & Grille - 6:30 p.m. 5801 
N. Aurelius Road, Lansing. 517-574-4008. cleatsba-
randgrille.com.

Early Voting - 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Carmel Township Hall, 
661 Beech Hwy., Charlotte. charlottemi.gov.

Family Pops Concert - The East Lansing Kiwanis 
Community Band presents a free concert suitable 
for the whole family. Bring blankets or lawn chairs. 7 
p.m. Orchard Street Pump House, 368 Orchard St., 
East Lansing. 517-332-5662.

Ingham County Fair - Fair opens at noon, carnival 
opens at 1 p.m. Bump ‘n’ run demolition derby at 8 
p.m. at the Grandstand. Ingham County Fair-
grounds, 700 E. Ash St., Mason. fair.ingham.org.

Moonlight Movies: “The Super Mario Bros. Movie” 
- 9 p.m. Veterans Memorial Gardens, 2074 
Aurelius Road, Holt. delhitownshipmi.gov/402/
Community-Events.

Off the Ledge at Mash Bar - 10 p.m. 212 Albert Ave., 
East Lansing. 517-858-2100. mashbar.net.

Owl Pellet Dissection - Dissect owl pellets to 
uncover the mysteries of these creatures’ diet and 
habitat. Grades K-3. 10 a.m. Playground of Dreams, 
100 Howe Drive, Eaton Rapids. eradl.org.

The Rusty Snails at Harrison Roadhouse - 6 p.m. 
720 E. Michigan Ave., East Lansing. 517-337-0200. 
harrisonroadhouse.com.

Samia Halaby: “Eye Witness” - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

SWAG Summer Movie Nights: “The Little Mermaid” 
- Grab a blanket or lawn chair and head to Beacon 
Park (green space behind South Side Community 
Coalition). We’ll provide popcorn and juice! 9 p.m. 
2101 W. Holmes Road, Lansing. facebook.com/
lansingswag.

Ten-Minute Play Festival - Six short plays written by 
LCC students and directed by LCC theater alumni. 
Free admission. 7 p.m. LCC Outdoor Amphitheater 
(between Gannon Building and Dart Auditorium). 
lcc.edu/showinfo.

Saturday, July 27
2024 Lansing Stroll for Epilepsy - 7:30 a.m. Potter 
Park Zoo, 1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. epilep-
symichigan.org/stroll-for-epilepsy.

Bookend Gallery Display - Ink and watercolor art by 
Andrew Schultz. Noon-2 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 
Franklin St., Haslett. 517-339-2324. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/haslett.

Christmas in July Craft Show - Shop early Christ-
mas deals from 40+ vendors, bakers and crafters. 
11 a.m.-7 p.m. Lansing Mall, 5330 W. Saginaw Hwy., 
Lansing. 517-920-8286. facebook.com/events/s/
christmas-in-july-indoor-craft/759911772851429.

Divination Roundtable - Learn a new divination 
method, get a reading and compare notes with 
others in your field. All readings free, all systems 
of divination welcome. 5 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 
809 Center St., Suite 7, Lansing. 517-657-5800. weav-
ersoftheweb.org.

Early Voting - 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Carmel Township Hall, 
661 Beech Hwy., Charlotte. charlottemi.gov.

Fowlerville Family Fair - We have something for 
everyone, from rides and food to exhibits and 
animals. 10 a.m.-11 p.m. 8800 W. Grand River Ave., 
Fowlerville. fowlervillefamilyfair.com.

International Tiger Day Celebration - Roam the zoo 
and discover tiger-themed education stations and 
activity tables. Learn about conservation efforts 
and the importance of protecting these endan-
gered species. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Potter Park Zoo, 1301 
S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing. potterparkzoo.org.

Lansing Eastern Class of 1984 Reunion - Lansing 
Eastern Class of 1984 will hold its 40th reunion at 
Reno’s North. We are seeking missing classmates. 
Contact us on Facebook or call 517-303-5711 and 
leave a message. 5 p.m. 16460 Old U.S. 27, Lansing. 
lehsalumni.com.

Learn the Basics of Drawing - Join us for a fun and 
laid-back class that will inspire you to draw by using 
techniques that keep it simple. Ages 14+. 10 a.m. 
Lansing Art Gallery, 300 S. Washington Square, 
Suite 100, Lansing. 517-574-4521. lansingartgallery.org.

“Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About” - Exhibit 
of 31 original works by local artists Doug and Susan 
Smith. 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos 
Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
okemos.

Live Music with Jacob McLeod - Enjoy some jazzy 
grooves on the patio. No cover! 7 p.m. Lansing 
Brewing Co., 518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing. 517-371-
2600. lansingbrewingcompany.com.

Market on the Grand - 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Jaycee Park, 
525 E. River St., Grand Ledge. grandledgechamber.
com/market_on_the_grand.php.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 8 am.-2 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park Drive, 
Okemos. 517-712-2395. meridian.mi.us/Farmers-
Market.

Naturally Curious Day - 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Woldumar 
Nature Center, 5739 Old Lansing Road, Lansing. 
woldumar.org.

Powerlight Band - Experience the sounds of 
Motown, funk and R&B! Since 1980, the Powerlight 
Band has been wowing audiences with its original 
material and unforgettable performances. Doors 
5 p.m., show 7 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. urbanbeatevents.com.

Remix July Alley Cat - Bike scavenger hunt. Ride 
starts at 1:30 p.m. Lansing Bike Co-op, 1715 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. facebook.com/groups/
LansingBikeCoop.

Samia Halaby: “Eye Witness” - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Broad 
Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East Lansing. 
broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

Shark Day - Enjoy shark-themed activities, demon-
strations, crafts, a photo booth and more. 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbot Road, 
East Lansing. 517-351-2420. elpl.org.

Shelby & Jake at Mash Bar - 9 p.m. 212 Albert Ave., 
East Lansing. 517-858-2100. mashbar.net.

Ten-Minute Play Festival - Six short plays written by 
LCC students and directed by LCC theater alumni. 
Free admission. 7 p.m. LCC Outdoor Amphitheater 
(between Gannon Building and Dart Auditorium). 
lcc.edu/showinfo.

Under the Sea Children’s Event - Our very own 
Cassie Pung will guide your children through craft 
projects while you treat yourself to shopping 
upstairs! Registration req. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Tap House 
Boutique, 216 S. Bridge St., Grand Ledge. 616-204-
5117. facebook.com/taphouseboutique.

Sunday, July 28
Adult Roller Derby Basic Skills Boot Camp - Four-
month roller derby training course. No experience 
necessary. 7-9 p.m. Court One Training Center, 7868 
Old M-78, Lansing. lansingrollerderby.com.

Early Voting - 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Carmel Township Hall, 
661 Beech Hwy., Charlotte. charlottemi.gov.

East Lansing Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Valley 
Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East Lansing. 517-319-
6823. cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket.

Eastern Ingham Farmers Market - 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
McCormick Park, 123 High St., Williamston. eastern-
inghamfarmersmarket.org.

Euchre - 6 p.m. Esquire Bar, 1250 Turner St., Lan-
sing. 517-487-5338.

Harmony Sundays - Weekly DJ event featuring 
Aura the Brave and special guests. 9 p.m. Mac’s 
Bar, 2700 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-484-6795. 
instagram.com/macsbarmsu.

JUGGLERS AND WOULD-BE JUGGLERS - Jugglers meet 
at the Orchard Street Pump House 2 p.m. Sundays. 
368 Orchard St., East Lansing. mikemarhanka@
gmail.com.

Laingsburg Outdoor Farmers Market - 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Roosevelt Row, downtown Laingsburg. 517-295-8128. 
laingsburgbusiness.org/farmers-market-1.

“Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About” - Exhibit 
of 31 original works by local artists Doug and Susan 
Smith. Noon-6 p.m. Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos 
Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
okemos.

Red Cedar Quaker Friends Worship - 10:30 a.m. 1400 
Turner St., Lansing. redcedarfriends.org/join-us-
for-worship.

Naturally Curious Day
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, July 27

Woldumar Nature Center
5739 Old Lansing Road, Lansing

Woldumar Nature Center invites both members and non-members to enjoy na-
ture-themed activities, guided hikes, pontoon boat rides, food, games and more at 
its Naturally Curious Day, running 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday (July 27). 

Proceeds will benefit the nature center’s environmental education programs 
and stewardship activities. Admission is free for members and kids under 12, $15 
for individual non-members and $20 for non-member families of four. Advance 
tickets are available at ticketsignup.io/TicketEvent/NaturallyCuriousDay.

Events
from page 26

See Events, Page 28
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Lansing Lugnuts vs. Dayton Dragons - 7:05 p.m. 
Jackson Field, 505 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. milb.
com/lansing.

“Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About” - Exhibit 
of 31 original works by local artists Doug and Susan 
Smith. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos Library, 4321 Okemos 
Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
okemos.

Magic Night at Fazoli’s - Come see Jeff the Magician 
right at your table every Tuesday night! 6-8 p.m. 
5705 S. Cedar St., Lansing. eventvesta.com/
events/75143-magic-night-at-fazolis.

Play in the Park - Children and their families can 
bring a blanket or lawn chairs and enjoy a fami-
ly-friendly magic show by Joel Tacey. Free. 7 p.m. 
Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court, East Lansing. 
cityofeastlansing.com/playinthepark.

Summer in the Park: Reading Circus - An exhibition 
of comedy, juggling, stilt walking and unicycle riding 
that promotes libraries, books and the importance 
of reading. 11 a.m. Oak Park, 230 Seminary St., 
Charlotte. charlottelibrary.org.

Trivia at Lansing Shuffle - 7:30-9 p.m. 325 Riverfront 
Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4365. lansingshuffle.com.

Wednesday, July 31
Allen Farmers Market - 3-6:30 p.m. 1629 E. 
Kalamazoo St., Lansing. 517-999-3911. allenneigh-
borhoodcenter.org/market.

Better Health Presents: “Do You Have Leaky 
Gut?” - Determine the optimal nutrition plan 
and supplements to heal your leaky gut and/or 
aid your chronic digestive issues. Noon. 305 N. 
Clippert St., Lansing. betterhealthmarket.com/
eventmanager.

Broadway Jazz Dance - Ten-week class, meets 
biweekly. Ages 12-adult. 6 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Early Voting - 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Carmel Township Hall, 
661 Beech Hwy., Charlotte. charlottemi.gov.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion. 
9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com. 

Improv Acting Class - Ten-week class, meets 
biweekly. Ages 12-adult. 7:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Ingham County Fair - Fair opens at noon, carnival 
opens at 1 p.m. Tethered hot air balloon rides 
from 6-8:30 p.m. at the Grandstand. Ingham 
County Fairgrounds, 700 E. Ash St., Mason. fair.
ingham.org.

JazzFest Michigan Kickoff Concert, with Clique 
Vocals - 7:30 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., 
Lansing. micharts.org/jazzfest-schedule.

Lansing Concerts in the Park: Global Village 
(variety), opener School of Rock - Free. 7 
p.m. Adado Riverfront Park Salt Shed, 201 E. 
Shiawassee St., Lansing. lansingmi.gov/994/
Concerts-in-the-Park.

Lansing Live! Open Stage Night - Whether you’re 
experienced or just starting, the stage is open 
to all. Not a performer? Enjoy dinner, drinks 
and live music. No cover, all ages welcome. 
6 p.m. UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. 
urbanbeatevents.com.

Lansing Lugnuts vs. Dayton Dragons - 1:05 p.m. 
Jackson Field, 505 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
milb.com/lansing.

“Let’s Give Them Something to Talk About” - 
Exhibit of 31 original works by local artists Doug 
and Susan Smith. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Okemos Library, 
4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/okemos.

Life Drawing - Drawing session with a clothed 
model or still life. Facilitated by a teaching art-
ist. Ages 13+. 6 p.m. REACH Studio Art Center, 
1804 S. Washington Ave., Lansing. reachstudio-
art.org.

Mark Collins at the Graduate Rock Bar - 8 p.m. 
133 Evergreen Ave., East Lansing. 517-348-0900. 
facebook.com/graduaterockbar.

Meridian Summer Concert Series: Slick Jimmy 
(‘80s) - Free. 6 p.m. Marketplace on the Green, 
1995 Central Park Drive, Okemos. meridian.
mi.us/about-us/calendar/summer-concert-se-
ries.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 3-7 p.m. 
Marketplace on the Green, 1995 Central Park 
Drive, Okemos. meridian.mi.us/FarmersMarket.

Mindfulness Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh 
tradition - All are welcome to join our weekly 
practice! 7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Lansing. lamc.info.

MSU Summer Carillon Concert Series - Free and 
open to the public. Bring a picnic and a chair 
or blanket and enjoy the bells of the carillon. 6 
p.m. Beaumont Tower, 375 W. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. music.msu.edu.

Portland Sounds of Summer Concert Series: AJ 
and the Drifters (classic rock) - Free. 7 p.m. 
Two Rivers Park, 201 Divine Hwy., Portland. 
facebook.com/MiPortlandDowntown.

Samia Halaby: “Eye Witness” - 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E. Circle Drive, East 
Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.  

St. Johns Concerts in the Park: Dave Bennett 
Quartet (variety) - Free. 7 p.m. St. Johns City 
Park, 801 W. Park St., St. Johns. facebook.com/
StJohnsCityParkPerformanceShell.gladl.org.

Summer Vibes Karaoke - 8-11 p.m. Lansing 
Shuffle, 325 Riverfront Drive, Lansing. 517-940-
4365. lansingshuffle.com.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 24

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 24
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Legal Notice
Mid-Michigan Leadership Academy

Attention:
Classroom Unit Ventilator Replacement(s) 2024

The Academy is requesting proposals for removal and replacement of three (3) school 
classroom unit ventilators with appurtenances.
Vendors or their representatives may submit proposals to:

Mid-Michigan Leadership 
Academy 730 W Maple St,

Lansing, MI 48906
Attn: Ronald Stanley

The Academy School Board reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals or to 
accept the proposal that it finds, in its sole discretion, to be in the best interest of the School 
District.

A copy of the RFP will be available by email at dblackmar@charterschoolpartners.com by 
July 16, 2024. A voluntary walk-thru inspection is scheduled for July 19, 2024, at 1:00 pm, 
730 W Maple St, MI 48906.

All proposals must be submitted no later than 12:00 pm, July 26, 2024. All proposals 
should be delivered in a sealed envelope and addressed to the Mid-Michigan Leadership 
Academy and be clearly marked: “Classroom Unit Ventilator Replacement(s) 2024”.

CP#24-590

BEFORE

BEFORE AFTER

AFTER

YOUR LOCAL 
FOUNDATION 
REPAIR AND 
WATERPROOFING
EXPERT.
For a basement, crawl 
space, or slab foundation, 
we guide you on the right 
path to a healthy home.

Family owned and operated 
since 1996, we treat your 
home like our own.

OUR SERVICES
• Cracked or Bowing Walls
• Settling Foundations
• Concrete Leveling
• Crawl Space Repairs

• Sump Pumps
• Waterproofi ng 
 & Encapsulation
• Sagging Floors

ACT NOW! 
UP TO $600 off*

Off ers can’t be combined. Minimum purchase required. Please call for details.

*10% off  any job over $3,000. Up to a maximum of $600. Coupons must be presented at the time of inspection. 
This off er may not be combined with any other off er. Limit one per customer. Valid through 09/30/2024.

CALL FOR YOUR FREE HOME INSPECTION 
888-520-2016
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refrigerate or cook my heirlooms. 
They’re for room-temperature enjoy-
ment only.

I can’t think of a more delicious way 
to enjoy a summer heirloom — and 
summer itself — than a plate of Ca-
prese, the Italian salad that pairs a 
slice of tomato with a slice of mozza-
rella and a leaf or two of basil. These 
accompaniments flatter the heirloom 
like lime and salt complete a shot of 
tequila, and they’re just as intoxicat-
ing. Beyond this three-ingredient 
Caprese quorum, most renditions in-
clude salt, olive oil and balsamic vine-
gar, either red or white. I prefer white 
because it’s just as aromatic but less 
dominant. 

Call me crazy, but I prefer tucking 
the basil between the tomato and the 
cheese. On top of the tomato, the ba-
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FOOD & DRINK DINING OUT IN GREATER LANSING

 SHE ATE 
HE ATE
➥

BeverlyLawrence

Weston Kewpee’s 
Sandwich Shop

118 S. Washington Sq., Lansing 
Monday-Thursday, 

10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, 10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

(517) 482-8049 
westonkewpee.com

➥

By GABRIELLE LAWRENCE
Resch Strategies’ “Cold Oatmeal” 

podcast recently released an episode all 
about current and past favorite restau-
rants in downtown Lansing. The con-
versation on the podcast 
and on Twitter includ-
ed such blasts from 
the past as Spad’s Piz-
za, Soup to Nutz (that 
backyard courtyard was 
everything) and the re-
volving door at the lo-
cation that has housed 
Decker’s, Jersey Giant 
and Soul Nutrition. By far, the most 
votes for favorite downtown eatery went 
to Weston’s Kewpee Sandwich Shop. 

Kewpee’s is a classic. It’s where my 
mom would take us to meet my state 
employee dad, who spent his days in 
his downtown office. It’s where Mr. She 
Ate and I meet up for a quick lunch on 
the rare day that we are both actually 
working from our offices. If you’re not 
familiar with it, the green awning above 
the unassuming front door marks the 
entrance to a downtown Lansing insti-
tution, where you are literally as likely 
to see groups of protesters fueling up 
before marching with their signs in 
front of the Capitol, groups of Cooley 
students on a break between classes, or 
the governor and other governmental 
officials wheeling and dealing. The take-
out game is strong, which we learned 
over the course of the last two years, and 
Kewpee’s has perfected the art of pack-
aging fries in a way that ensures crispi-
ness when you get them home. 

There are always specials, like gou-
lash, bean and ham soup and chili. For 
purposes of this article, I stuck to items 
that are always on the menu. During a 
lunchtime gabfest with a high school 
friend of mine, I chose the Kewpee Klub 
sandwich and sweet potato fries. The 
sandwich comes on Texas toast, which 
is without question my preferred sand-
wich bread. It is piled with sliced turkey, 
ham and crispy bacon, with Monterey 
jack cheese, lettuce, tomato and mayon-
naise. The toasty, crunch bread gives the 
flavorful sandwich the perfect amount 
of texture, and if you know anything 
about Kewpee’s, you know that they are 
frequently acknowledged as having the 
best mayonnaise in town (or is this just 
a weird thing that certain members of 

my friend group and I think about?). 
The sweet potato fries are my perpet-

ual side item. They are ultra thick-cut 
and its dusted with large crystals of sea 
salt, which means that they are perfectly 
seasoned and impossibly crispy. If you 
think you don’t like sweet potato fries, I 
challenge you to give these a try. 

Mr. She Ate’s long-
standing order is the King 
Regular burger with fries. 
The fries are crinkle cut 
and, as previously stated 
and oft-tested, can with-
stand a 10-minute drive to 
Groesbeck to be delivered 
to a discerning 4-year-old 
while remaining hot and 
crispy. My brother recent-
ly joined us for lunch and 
sacrificed himself to the ol-
ive burger, another menu 
item that Kewpee devo-
tees defend passionately. 
Mr. She Ate and I remain united on our 

disdain for anything olive, but I can ob-
jectively understand how the juicy burg-
er patty is complemented by the tangy 
creaminess of olive sauce. 

At least bi-weekly, I tear myself away 
from my office right around the corner 

Is Kewpee’s the best joint in town for a classic burger?
By BRYAN BEVERLY

What is the one flavor that speaks 
to mid-Michigan’s core? Quality Dairy 
Chip Dip? A sip of Faygo or Vernor’s? 
Uncle John’s Cider & Donuts, or an or-
der of chips & salsa from 
Handy’s? For me, it’s far 

and away 
a bite of 
an olive 
b u r g e r . 
That com-
b i n a t i o n 
of char-
b r o i l e d 
burger and olive sauce does 
it for me every time. This 
month, I was elated we got 
to review one of the origi-
nators. 

Weston’s Kewpee Burg-
er is a Lansing institution. 
There’s little disputing 

that. Situated downtown on Washing-
ton Square, and using a recipe for olive 

sauce that is older than 95 years, the 
restaurant is nostalgic in all the right 
ways. The décor is unapologetic in ref-
erencing its history, and with good rea-
son. Serving comfort food with quality 
service to downtown’s current movers 
and shakers and former residents who 

have returned and want an instant re-
minder of home is something they 
should be proud of. In pre-pandemic 
times, it wasn’t unusual for a line out 
the door during the lunch time rush. 
During the pandemic, Weston’s owner-
ship was among the most compassion-
ate with their staff, and worked hard to 
keep the business open, even as much 
of their traditional foot traffic has yet to 
return. However, you can tell the folks 
that work here enjoy not just one anoth-
er, but also making great food for their 
customers.
Essential
During my visits to Kewpee’s this 

month, I cheerfully tried the Kolossal 
Olive Burger. Appropriately named, as 
this sandwich is massive, the burger per-
fectly cooked and topped with a heap-
ing serving of olive sauce (chopped, not 
minced) just the way I like it. There are 
several local establishments that offer 
an olive burger, and even a few national 
chains that attempt to offer local flavor. 
Few compare to this tried-and-true ver-
sion. As I stood in line, there were two 
gentlemen from south of Jackson who 
were in town exploring the Capital City. 
They both ordered olive burgers and as I 
walked out, I asked them how it was. “It 
doesn’t matter much what else we find 
today; this burger was worth the drive.” 
Indeed.
Comfort-classics
My culinary comrades and I sampled 

several other items off the menu. The 
Turkey Burger was juicy, surprisingly 
flavorful and delightfully crispy, which 
is atypical of most turkey burgers. The 
onion rings were solid, but not as good 
as the sweet potato fries or the regular 
French fries. Both are seasoned bril-
liantly — brown sugar on the sweet 
potato, and a light dusting of Greek 
seasoning on the regular. The chili was 
hearty and balanced — not too many 
beans or tomatoes, or not enough meat, 
and welcomed on a chilly January after-
noon. 

The restaurant also offers several tra-
ditional daily specials — meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes, bean and ham soup, 
pot roast, tuna pasta salad, or maca-
roni and cheese, all depending on the 
day. I was fortunate to be in on a day 
that the goulash was available. Packed 
with herbs, tomatoes and ground beef, 

Courtesy 

The olive burger at Kewpee’s is considered a signature Lansing dish.

See She Ate, Page 26  See He Ate, Page 27

The curry, loaded with 
large pieces of tender, 
flavorful chicken, was 
some of the best I’ve 
ever had. The sauce was 
rich and creamy as I ex-
pected, but there was a 
hint of lemongrass that 
brightened the overall 
flavor, a sensation I ha-
ven’t experienced from 
other butter chicken 
dishes. The spice level 
was mild, which was 
fine by me since the 
weather was already 
hot enough. The fresh 
slaw piled atop the rice 
provided some wel-
come freshness and 
crunchiness, and the rice itself was 
tender and aromatic.

I also ordered a side of plain naan, 
which was noticeably fresh and pil-
lowy, with a smattering of crispy, 
browned bubbles on the surface. It 
was a bit sweeter than other naan 
I’ve had, but I’m not complaining. It 
was the perfect vehicle for my leftover 
sauce once I’d finished the chicken.

In my opinion, Lansing Shuffle is 
the perfect summer hangout spot. 

There’s bound to be a dish for even 
the pickiest of eaters, and when you’re 
finished with your meal, there’s plen-
ty more to do, from soaking up the 
sun on the patio to playing a round of 
shuffleboard to besting your friends 
in a “Mario Kart” tournament on the 
free game consoles. While I would 
definitely recommend Yeti Kitchen, 
I’m excited to try all the other options 
when I make my return, which will 
definitely come sooner than last time.

BY NICOLE NOECHEL

When I covered the open-
ing of Lansing Shuffle in 
early 2023, I was wowed by 
its simple yet chic decor, va-
riety of cuisine options and 
relatively low drink prices. I 
expected myself to return 
frequently to explore all 
the restaurants and check 
out the entertainment of-
ferings, but, as someone 
who’s only been living in 
the area for a year and a 
half, I found myself pa-
tronizing various other 
new-to-me eateries in-
stead.

Flash forward to last 
Saturday (July 20), when 
I found myself ravenous 
in downtown Lansing between a trip 
to Music Manor and a double feature 
at NCG. It was warm and sunny, and 
I knew Lansing Shuffle’s patio would 
provide an ideal space to enjoy the 
weather over a cold beverage while si-
multaneously satiating my hunger. 

Once I arrived, my first task was 
selecting which restaurant to order 
from. Walking past the brightly col-

ored storefronts, I no-
ticed Yeti Kitchen had 
displays of its dishes on 
its counter, and the but-
ter chicken bowl looked 
too good to pass up. 
For $15, if the portion 
size matched up to the 

display, I knew I was 
looking at a new go-to 
order.

Since each restau-
rant notifies you with 
a text when your food 
is ready, I made my 
way to the bar for a 
summery cocktail. The 
vodka-infused straw-
berry lemonade I end-
ed up with was cool 
and refreshing, and 
I enjoyed sucking up 

the muddled strawberries at the bot-
tom of the cup with my straw while I 
people-watched on the patio.

After picking up my food, the pro-
cess of which was incredibly painless, 
I headed back out to the patio to dig 
in. The portion size did match the 
display, leaving me with way more 
food than I could consume in one sit-
ting, but that’s what I was hoping for. 
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The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

A bright and balanced butter chicken bowl

Nicole Noechel/City Pulse

Lansing Shuffle’s patio provides the ideal space to soak up 
the sun while enjoying a refreshing cocktail and a heaping 
Nepalese meal.

Butter chicken bowl
$15

Plain naan
$3

Yeti Kitchen
325 Riverfront Drive, 

Lansing
11 a.m.-9:45 p.m. 
Tuesday-Sunday
(517) 481-2547

yetikitchenlansing.com

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

O

Best 
Food 
Truck

Best 
Food 
Truck

Best 
Food 
Truck

By ARI LEVAUX

The brief, glorious moment when 
tomatoes are every-
where marks the cu-
linary apex of sum-
mer. This moment 
is especially fleeting 
for heirloom toma-
toes, the high-main-
tenance wing of the tomato clan. Too 
watery and delicate to preserve, heir-
looms can only be enjoyed raw. Which 
means they must be enjoyed now.

Heirlooms have shorter shelf lives 
than “normal” hybrid tomatoes, and 
they’re harder to grow and less pro-
ductive, making them more expen-

sive. The heirlooms at my local farm-
ers market are worth every penny. I’ve 

been a big spender all summer, 
but my own patch is finally 
starting to ripen.

These aren’t the lipstick-red, 
perfectly round slicers you’d 
put on a sandwich or the dense 
paste tomatoes I’ll simmer into 
large batches of sauce in a few 

weeks. Heirlooms come in as many 
shapes as clouds and as many colors 
as the rainbow, with mildly tangy fla-
vors and sweet, earthy aromas.

I keep my heirlooms closer than my 
friends or enemies, usually on a large 
plate but not in a pile so I can keep 
track of which ones are soft. I don’t 
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OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food TruckBest Food Truck
Best TacosBest Tacos

AppeAppetizerstizers
WANT YOUR RESTAURANT LISTED? CALL 517-999-5064

El Oasis
2501 E. Michigan Ave. 
Lansing
(517) 648-7693
eloasisfood.com

TRY THE CROWN JEWEL OF LANSING’S 
FOOD TRUCKS. Serving the Lansing community for 
13 years, we extend an invitation to all those to give us 
a try to find out why we were voted the best food truck 
in Lansing’s 2019 Top of The Town Contest. 

Meat Southern BBQ
1224 Turner Rd.
Lansing
(517) 580-4400
meatbbq.com

WE BELIEVE EVERYONE DESERVES GREAT 
BBQ. Award winning BBQ. Ribs, French fry bar, chili, sides 
including BBQ pit baked beans, mac n’ cheese. 18 rotating 
taps of craft, Michigan made beers. Craft cocktails. We cater, 
too!

Art’s Pub
809 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 977-1033
artspublansing.com

YOUR FAVORITE SPORTS BAR IS BACK 
AND BETTER THAN EVER We brought back 
our famous pizza for you to order whenever you 
want it-morning, noon or night. We’re also pour-
ing seasonal, trending and new beers daily. 

Eastside Fish Fry
2417 E. Kalamazoo St., 
Lansing
(517) 993-5988
eastsidefishfry.com

GUY FIERI APPROVED! We were featured on Food Net-
work’s Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. Our fried home-style clas-
sics and fresh seafood are some of the best in Lansing. We’ve got 
the classics: fried chicken buckets, chicken wings, exotic fare, 
like frog legs and alligator tails and fresh seafood. Desserts, too!

Cask & Co.
3415 E. Saginaw Hwy.
Lansing
(517) 580-3750
caskandcompany.com

A LOCAL SPOT FOR LUNCH, DINNER, AND 
DRINKS. A dining experience that is like no other. Featur-
ing a fresh local buffet for a quick bite, an extensive dinner 
menu and happy hour specials, too! Screens to watch your 
favorite sporting events with your favorite people.

FLASH
in the pan

By ARI LeVAUX
Hot pepper and cheese bring out the 

best in each other. Every bite is a mouth-
ful of drama. The impending heat sets 
the stage with a pungency you can smell 
before you bite. Then comes the pain. 
When all seems lost, the cheese swoops 
in with its creaminess — neutralizing 
the menace. And, just when you think 
the danger has passed, you take anoth-
er bite, starting another cycle of tension 
and resolution that would make Shake-
speare salivate.

This dynamic is what is behind the 
power of the jalapeno popper, and its 
big brother, the chile relleno, and their 
New Mexican cousin, the green chile 
cheeseburger. This is why there is a jar 
of red pepper flakes on the counter of 
every pizzeria, and why someone clever 
invented pepper jack cheese.

I call it “hot pepper” because I can’t 
bring myself to use “chili,” that word 
being a deformation of the plant’s birth 
name, chile (“chee-lay”), which is a typo 
in English. Whatever we call this plant 
and its fiery pods, the apex of cooking 

it with cheese is without a doubt ema 
datshi, the national dish of hot pep-
per-happy Bhutan.

Ema Datshi is a simple dish with a 
big personality. Little more than stir-
fried peppers in a thick white gravy, 
it looks like a coconut curry, and is as 
spicy as the peppers you choose.

The pepper plant first appeared in 
the Andes, and was domesticated in 
Mexico, from where it traveled the 
world. There are three distinct pepper 
species in the Capsicum genus, many of 
which are prized largely for how much 
pain they cause.

In addition to the chemical burns 
in your mouth, capsicum species can 
trigger endorphins and adrenaline, 
raise your heart rate, make you sweat 
and give you a giddy buzz that’s unique 
among food-borne sensations. Their 
soulful, almost smoky flavor contains 
bitter, pungent and sweet notes, all 
of which pair exceptionally well with 

cheese.
Having spent nearly a month in Bhu-

tan, I can’t overstate the heat levels to 
be found in a typical bowl of ema dat-
shi. It would be comical if it weren’t so 
debilitating.

That is so hot: A simple dish with a big personality

Ari LeVaux

Food writer Ari LeVaux jokes that “Bhutanese need their ema datshi,” 
like “Russians need their vodka.”

Easy-peasy Caprese

See Flash, Page 30
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TOP 5 PHO

Based on your votes in City Pulse’s 2023 
Top of the Town contest. Bon appétit!

1. Asia’s Finest
Unpretentious eatery with a large
menu of pan-Asian specialties 
6443 S. Cedar St., Lansing
(517) 393-1688
asiasfi nestlansing.com
Noon-8:30 p.m. Monday-Saturday
4-8:30 p.m. Sunday

2. Capital City BBQ
Homey eatery serving traditional 
American barbecue dishes alongside 
Vietnamese classics
1026 W. Saginaw St., Lansing 
(517) 721-1500 
facebook.com/capitalcitybbq
11 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday-Saturday

3. Cask & Co. 
Restaurant and bar with an eclectic menu
of elevated American and Asian dishes
3415 E. Saginaw St., Lansing
(517) 580-3720 
caskandcompany.com 
11 a.m.-10 p.m. Sunday-Thursday
11 a.m.-11 p.m. Friday-Saturday

4. Pho 777 
Vietnamese restaurant serving homemade 
pho and other traditional dishes
4758 Marsh Road, Okemos
(517) 897-7182
pho777okemos.com
11 a.m.-8 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday

5. Pho So 1
Vietnamese eatery off ering 14 varieties
of pho, plus banh mi sandwiches, 
vermicelli noodle bowls and more 
4790 Hagadorn Road, East Lansing
(517) 333-6683
phoso1eastlansing.com
11 a.m.-9 p.m. daily

TOP 5
DINING GUIDE
THE BEST RESTAURANTS IN 

GREATER LANSING AS DECIDED 

BY CITY PULSE READERS

Photo by Jamie Drysdale

To add more vibrancy to your Caprese salad, try using both purple and green basil or 
different-colored tomatoes.

Heirloom tomato juice
It’s a salad that sips like a soup 

— and a great way to utilize heir-
looms that are too ripe for any-
thing else.

Serves four
Two English cucumbers, 
cut into 1/2-inch rounds
One-fourth of a sweet onion, cut
into 1/8-inch slices
3 cups chopped heirloom 
tomatoes
1/2 cup olive oil
1/4 cup balsamic vinegar
1 tablespoon salt

Add the cucumbers to a bowl 
along with 2 teaspoons of salt and 
the onion, teasing the slices apart 
into individual crescents. Toss. 
Add the tomatoes, oil and bal-
samic and toss again. Taste and 
add the remainder of the salt if 
needed.

Wait about 20 minutes for the 
juices to get flowing. It happens 
so fast that you can see it with the 
naked eye. Serve in bowls. When 
the chunks are done, sip the juice 
from the bowls.

Haiti Baby Box & Soaring Unlimited 
Benefit Rummage & Bake Sale

Holt United Methodist Church, 2321 N. 
Aurelius Road, Holt. Aug. 15 & 16, 

9am-6pm; Aug. 17, 9am-1pm

Ionetix Corporation in Lansing, MI are 
seek’g a Sr Production Radiochemist to 
dvlp & manage new cyclotron targets, target 
processing methods & raw material mgmt. 
Up to 20% dom & int’l trvl req’d. Position 
requires onsite wrk at the Lansing, MI 
facility. Send resumes to:  hr@ionetix.com
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sil leaf deflects the oil, salt and vinegar, 
blocking the proper flavor from devel-
oping.

After a week of studying, prepar-
ing, consuming and obsessing about 
Caprese, my garden was depleted, so 
I went to the farmers market to buy 
more ingredients. While gathering 
bunches of basil from a vendor I barely 
knew, Jamie Drysdale of Blue Coyote 
Farm in Stevensville, Montana, I heard 
him mention that I looked like a man 
with Caprese on his mind.

Since Jamie was so tuned in to the 
Caprese wavelength, I asked how he 
serves it at home.

He mixes purple and green basil, 
along with different-colored toma-
toes. It makes a more colorful plate, he 
noted. He’s also a stickler for balsamic 
reduction. He likes the syrupy consis-
tency, how it sticks to the cheese and 
tomatoes and doesn’t run off.

To make your own balsamic reduc-
tion, simply heat red or white balsamic 
in a heavy-bottomed saucepan until it’s 
reduced by at least half. Some recipes 
call for sweetener, but I find it sweet 
enough.

Caprese is usually served as a tower-

Flash
from page 29

ing pile, but you can also chop the ba-
sil, mozzarella and tomato into uten-
sil-sized bits and sprinkle them with 
salt, olive oil and some kind of balsam-
ic — red, white or reduced.

Fresh mozzarella is about as cheap 
as fresh heirloom tomatoes. Unless 
you have a cow, a cheese shop or a 
trust fund, your Caprese consumption 
might be limited by your budget. If 
you don’t have the funds or just need 
a new way to express your heirloom 
addiction, above is a recipe for a salad 
called heirloom tomato juice. It’s as re-
freshing as a bowl of gazpacho and re-
quires only a fraction of the prep time.
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