
517.393.3000

A  newspaper for the rest of usA  newspaper for the rest of us
Locally ownedLocally owned

www.lansingcitypulse.comwww.lansingcitypulse.com November 27 - December 3, 2024November 27 - December 3, 2024

 Happy 40th, Silver Bells! Happy 40th, Silver Bells!
See Page 14See Page 14



2 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • November 27, 2024



City Pulse • November 27, 2024 www.lansingcitypulse.com 3



4 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • November 27, 2024

EDITOR AND PUBLISHER • Berl Schwartz

publisher@lansingcitypulse.com • (517) 999-5061

GENERAL MANAGER • Steve Underwood

steve@lansingcitypulse.com • (517) 999-6704

ARTS & CULTURE/EVENTS EDITOR • Nicole Noechel 

nicole@lansingcitypulse.com • (517) 999-5066

SENIOR STAFF WRITER • Lawrence Cosentino

lawrence@lansingcitypulse.com • (517) 999-5065

STAFF WRITER • Tyler Schneider

tyler@lansingcitypulse.com • (517) 999-5063

SALES EXECUTIVE • Lee Purdy  

lee@lansingcitypulse.com • (517) 999-5064 

Contributors: Dedria Humphries Barker, Bryan Beverly, 
Taylor Blair, Courtney Bowerman, Rob Brezsny, Capital 
News Service, Bill Castanier, Ryan Claytor, Mary C. 
Cusack, Dana DeMink, Lizy Ferguson, Roxanne Frith, 
Mark Gmazel, Ari LeVaux, Gabrielle Lawrence, Audrey 
Matusz, Kyle Melinn, Joan Nelson, Tessa Paneth-Pollak, 
Tom Perkins, Dennis Preston, Vic Rauch, Chelsea Lake 
Roberts, Chris Silva, Jen Sorensen, Nevin Speerbrecker, 
Rich Tupica, David Winkelstern

Delivery drivers: Quill Blankenship, Cindy Heistand, Terri 
Paine, Diane Scofield, Lou Sears

(517) 371-5600 • Fax: (517) 999-6061 • 1905 E. Michigan Ave. • Lansing, MI 48912 • www.lansingcitypulse.com

VOL. 24
 ISSUE 16

Fax: (517) 999-6061

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES:      (517) 999-5061
or email citypulse@lansingcitypulse.com
CLASSIFIEDS & OBITUARIES: (517) 999-6704

Husband and wife’s artwork collides at the Peoples Church

PAGE
13

Heady holiday gifts for the stoners in your life

Golden Harvest’s Big Basic breakfast is simple but spectacular

PAGE
24

PAGE
31

HELP PUT INK ON THE PAGE! 
CONTRIBUTE TO CITY PULSE.

Use the QR code to donate by credit card
 or call (517) 999-6704.

Checks may be mailed to City Pulse,
1905 E. Michigan Ave, Lansing, MI 48912.

Cover photo by Raymond Holt



City Pulse • November 27, 2024 www.lansingcitypulse.com 5

As President-elect Donald Trump 
promises to mobilize mass deportation 
efforts “on day one,” Lansing Mayor 
Andy Schor said he supports the city’s 
existing executive order providing pro-
tections for the city’s immigrant popu-
lation. 

The executive order, established in 
2017 by Schor’s predecessor, Virg Bern-
ero, states that Lansing police “will not, 
independently or in assisting other law 
enforcement agencies, stop, pursue, in-
terrogate, arrest or otherwise detain a 
person based solely on their immigra-
tion status or suspected violations of 
immigration law.”

“Mayor Schor fully supports the ex-
ecutive order,” city spokesperson Scott 
Bean said.

Early in Trump’s first term, his ad-
ministration threatened to withhold 
federal funding from “sanctuary cities,” 
although there weren’t any in Michigan 
at the time. In 2023, East Lansing’s 
City Council passed a resolution declar-
ing East Lansing a sanctuary city. While 
Bernero’s 2017 order stopped short 
of using the term, its effect appears to 
many to be the same. Thus, Lansing 
and East Lansing are widely considered 
the state’s only sanctuary cities. 

Could Trump look to punish either? 
To answer that question, it’s important 
to first understand what a “sanctuary 
city” designation means.

“There’s no true legal definition,” 
Christine Sauve of the Michigan Immi-
grant Rights Center explained. “Gener-
ally, though, the term is used colloqui-
ally to refer to a community that has 
written or unwritten policies that limit 
cooperation with ICE.”

In other words, when Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement officers 
come knocking, police in Lansing and 
East Lansing will not assist them unless 
the person they are seeking committed 
another “serious” crime unrelated to 
their immigration status, or if they are 
otherwise directed to do so via federal 

or state statute or a specific court order. 
Both Lansing and East Lansing took 

steps to combat Trump’s first-term im-
migration policies when he took office 
in 2017, but both avoided adopting a 
lasting sanctuary city tag at the time. 

Lansing’s City Council voted 6-0 in 
2017 to designate Lansing a “sanctuary 
city,” but members faced swift commu-
nity pushback because of feared federal 
retribution threatened by then Attor-
ney General Jeff Sessions. Nine days 
later, the Council — in an embarrass-
ing turn-around that received nation-
al attention — voted 5-2 to rescind its 
action.

Around the same time, East Lan-
sing’s City Council passed a “safe hav-
en” resolution, in part, to avoid the title. 

While then-mayor Bernero opposed 
Lansing’s sanctuary city vote because 
he thought it was “a political term,” his 
executive order provided protections. 
Under Lansing’s charter, the mayor has 
the power to direct LPD policy, unlike 
the Council.

“I saw it as a divisive political mat-
ter on both sides that didn’t necessar-
ily get us anywhere,” Bernero recalled 
last week. “Still, I tried to dig into it 
a little bit, which included having a 
well-known immigration lawyer from 
Washington come in to meet with us. I 
wanted to understand the issue and ask 
what we should do differently.” 

From there, Bernero worked with 
then LPD Chief Mike Yankowski to 
find out what the city’s existing immi-

gration enforcement policy was.
 “We were clearly not closing the door 

to immigrants and agreed we didn’t 
want to see people targeted or profiled. 
Yet, we do want violent people cap-
tured and moved out. That was basical-
ly my position then and now, but it just 
wasn’t in writing,” Bernero said. “I said, 
‘Well, let’s codify it.’ That’s what we did, 
and a lot of thought went into that ex-
ecutive order. It wasn’t just something 
we pulled quickly out of our lapel pock-
et. I guess it stood the test of time.”

While Bernero maintained that Lan-
sing was “never a sanctuary city,” activ-
ists say the executive order does fall in 
line with what a sanctuary city typically 
provides.

“Under my mayorship, I was not in-
terested in becoming an extension of 
ICE. We don’t have the resources for it, 
and that’s not what we’re cut out to do 
or anything I would want to do. Lan-
sing sort of positioned itself in the mid-
dle, but the bottom line is we’re never 
going to do profiling here,” Bernero 
said. 

Trini Lopez Pehlivanoglu, Lansing’s 
first Latina City Council member, said 
she remembers the executive order roll-
out and continues to support it today.

“I do believe our executive order does 
hold strength in protecting our popula-
tions,” she said. “I see it as a safeguard 
for our community members who may 
have family members who are undoc-
umented, or who themselves may be 
undocumented. For me, it really comes 

down to the concept of racial profiling.”
Lansing’s executive order also pre-

vents the LPD from detaining someone 
“beyond their initial release time pur-
suant to an immigration detainer re-
quest without a valid judicial warrant.”

Sauve cited it as “the most effective” 
type of provision a city can take to com-
bat Trump’s deportation plans.

“The courts have looked at this and 
said that these requests from ICE are 
completely voluntary for local law en-
forcement. They can decide whether 
they want to honor them or not, be-
cause keeping someone in jail without 
a warrant is a violation of the Fourth 
Amendment,” Sauve said.  “Being un-
documented is not a criminal viola-
tion,” Sauve added. 

“There’s no basis for holding some-
one just because they’re undocument-
ed. The civil penalty is deportation or 
removal, but being undocumented 
isn’t, in and of itself, a crime.”

East Lansing’s Human Rights Com-
mission plans to reexamine the city’s 
resolution Dec. 9 with an eye toward 
strengthening its language, which is 
similar to Lansing’s executive order.

“We want to ensure it’s strong and, 
if we can, add further protections” as 
recommendations to the City Council, 
Commissioner Rebecca Kasen said.

Sauve expects Trump to rescind the 
Biden and Obama-era policy of “target-
ed” or “priority enforcement,” in which 
ICE agents are instructed to only pur-
sue undocumented immigrants with 
criminal histories. As “mass depor-
tation” again becomes the objective, 
she anticipates a return to “workplace 
raids” and a halt on refugee resettle-
ment programs.  

Time will tell if Trump can muster 
the resources and manpower needed 
to achieve his goals, but immigration 
activists, including attorneys, are pre-
paring for a lengthy battle over the next 
four years.

“Folks are very frightened. We’ve 
heard a lot of staff say that there’s been 
tears in their meetings with clients. If 
Trump’s promises are carried through, 
it truly will be devastating for many 
families,” Suave said.

— TYLER SCHNEIDER
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PULSE NEWS & OPINION

“There needs to be a serious 
investigation 
that would 
include water 
quality tests.”

— Avner 
Vengosh, Duke University 

expert on coal ash

Regulators have ordered the Lansing 
Board of Water & Light to test anoth-
er 60 drinking water wells for boron 
and other contamination suspected to 
be stemming from the Erickson Power 
Station’s toxic coal ash ponds.

The decision comes as BWL has be-
gun to claim the boron may be natural-
ly occurring in mid-Michigan’s Sagi-
naw aquifer from which the wells draw, 
not leaking from coal ash. It’s possible 
that the boron is naturally occurring, 
experts who have reviewed test results 
and aquifer data said, but they said the 
evidence — at least so far — suggests 
BWL’s coal ash is the source.

Though drinking water wells are be-
ing tested, public health advocates said 
that’s insufficient.

Water samples from around the 
aquifer must be analyzed for chemical 
markers that will clearly determine the 
boron’s source, but state regulators ha-
ven’t required BWL to take that step, 
and the state and utility may instead 
base their analyses on previously pub-
lished scientific literature.

That would leave the boron’s source 
in doubt, experts said, and could al-
low BWL to use its theory to shield it-
self from any responsibility to actually 
clean up the water contamination.

“It could be that those claims are 
true, but given that we are talking 
about human health and people are liv-
ing here, we can’t leave it as an academ-
ic question. There needs to be a serious 
investigation that would include water 
quality tests,” said Avner Vengosh, a 
Duke University geochemistry and wa-
ter quality researcher who studies coal 
ash ponds across the country.

Meanwhile, others have also ex-
pressed concern over drinking water 
wells’ “unhealthy” lithium levels, which 
are just inside the federal water quality 
standard, and could be naturally occur-
ring.

Officials discovered in early February 
that boron suspected to have leaked 
from the coal ash ponds had contam-
inated six out of six nearby drinking 

water wells that BWL has so far tested.
Significant questions about the 

problem’s scope also remain: BWL still 
doesn’t have a handle on the pollution 
plume’s size or location, precisely how 
many drinking water wells are contam-
inated in the nearby vicinity or how 
long its neighbors have been drinking 
contaminated water supplies.

BWL repeatedly claimed to be “pro-
actively” investigating the pollution, 
but the utility knew about toxins leak-
ing from its ponds as early as April 
2020 and never alerted the public or 
its neighbors.

It only began testing after the En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
Michigan Department of Environ-
ment, Great Lakes and Energy De-
partment began enforcement action 
on the pollution and BWL’s failure to 
respond. EGLE officials told City Pulse 
that BWL is not acting proactively; 
the agency is actually requiring BWL 
to test and provide drinking water to 
impacted homes and businesses as part 
of a draft consent order that will legally 
mandate the utility to take the steps it’s 
taking.

Regulators said BWL violated a lit-
any of state and federal clean water 
rules, and it faces the possibility of 
fines or other penalties. Among vio-
lations at the state level are a failure 
to prevent groundwater contamina-
tion, obtain proper licenses and keep a 
proper distance between the ponds and 
groundwater. The state also cited the 
utility company for a failure to install 
proper pond liners, which are designed 
to prevent pollution near the Erickson 
Power Station site.

Federal rules also required utilities 
to test water in 2017, but BWL did not 
do so until 2020.

“BWL’s three-year delay in sampling 
the groundwater, in violation of the 
federal rule, endangered nearby res-
idents,” said Lisa Evans, an attorney 
with national environmental group 
Earthjustice, which has been moni-
toring the issue. “BWL’s subsequent 
failure to comply with the federal rule’s 
mandate to immediately determine the 
nature and extent of the pollution, and 
warn nearby residents, is at the core of 
the present problem.”

Site tests detected boron levels be-
tween 2.48 mg/L and 4.17 mg/L. 
Michigan hasn’t set specific health lim-
its on the amount of boron allowed in 
drinking water, though groundwater 
limits of 0.5 mg/L are in place — but 
that is based on plant toxicity, not hu-
man health, officials at EGLE said.

The EPA has an unenforceable 
“health advisory” drinking water limit 

of 6 mg/L for adults and 3 mg/L for 
children. Boron is linked to develop-
mental and reproductive toxicity, low 
birth weight and testicular shrinkage.

Naturally occurring?
EGLE spokesman Hugh McDiar-

mid wrote in an email that the agency 
is “not sure if the elevated boron in the 
residential wells is due to contamina-
tion from the Erickson site or not” be-
cause boron is also a naturally occur-
ring element that has been detected at 
higher-than-normal levels in the Sagi-
naw aquifer.

The aquifer once held salt water, 
which can have higher levels of boron. 
McDiarmid pointed to scientific liter-
ature that found naturally occurring 
levels as high as 6.4 mg/L. Determin-
ing the source will require “additional 
investigation,” he said.

“To do this, BWL is installing addi-
tional monitoring wells onsite, as well 
as searching for additional existing 
data for boron occurrence in the Sagi-
naw aquifer, and other potential sourc-
es of boron in the area,” he added.

But Duke’s Vengosh said the investi-
gations should also include water sam-
pling that checks for salinity, isotope 
ratios and other markers that would 
clearly tell whether the boron came 
from ash or was naturally occurring, 

“Evaluating the water quality of 

wells located near and away from the 
coal ash site is a quite simple task and 
(regulators and BWL) should provide 
that data rather than using ‘literature’ 
to prove their point,” he added.

EGLE said it’s up to BWL to deter-
mine the boron’s source and that EGLE 
will “vet” BWL’s science and enforce 
state regulations.

Experts who reviewed the data also 
expressed some skepticism of BWL’s 
theory because available evidence sug-
gests the coal ash pond’s boron is be-
hind the contamination.

Evans said the boron may be natu-
rally occurring in the deeper aquifer 
but said it’s already clear that the shal-
low aquifer is contaminated from the 
ash, and she stressed that BWL and 
EGLE are legally obligated to “aggres-
sively test wells until they determine 
the extent of the contamination.”

It’s also extremely rare to find nat-
urally occurring levels of boron as 
high as what has been detected in the 
drinking water wells, Vengosh said. 
And though the aquifer from which the 
wells are drawing does have a history 
of high levels of naturally occurring bo-
ron, a “statistically valid” sample of wa-
ter collected from around the aquifer 
around 20 years ago found those levels 
near Williamston — not near the plant, 
he noted.

Evans also said BWL’s monitoring 
wells that check for the “background” 
levels of toxins near Lansing showed 
much lower levels of boron than what’s 
in the drinking water wells. Meanwhile, 
monitoring wells placed between the 
pond and wells show elevated levels 
of boron, suggesting the presence of a 
plume.

But without the appropriate testing, 
the contamination’s source and extent 
may never be known. 

“The law requires them to test, so 
why are they going to the library when 
they need to be sinking wells or testing 
drinking water?” Evans said.

Meanwhile, BWL’s spokeswoman, 
Amy Adamy, said it will no longer an-
swer questions from City Pulse.

(For more on this story, please visit 
www.lansingcitypulse.com.)

— TOM PERKINS

Experts skeptical of BWL’s ‘naturally occurring’ boron claim
Regulators order tests
on 60 more wells after
chemical found in six

Schor standing by Lansing’s ‘sanctuary city’ executive order

Former Lansing Mayor Virg Bernero (right) on Tucker Carlson’s Fox News TV show 
in 2017 after Bernero in essence declared Lansing a sanctuary city by executive 
order.

Trump ‘deport’ plan
may meet resistance
in East Lansing as well
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By DONTÉ SMITH 
Capital News Service

Tiny homes are gaining attention 
in the state as a potential solution for 
housing challenges, offering a creative 
approach to affordability and commu-
nity-building. 

While often showcased as a minimal-
ist lifestyle choice on platforms like Net-
flix, where shows such as “Tiny House 
Nation” highlight their appeal, they’re 
also being deployed as a tool to address 
homelessness and housing density. 

These compact dwellings, defined by 
the International Residential Code, are 
400 square feet or fewer in floor space. 
Although they can be built on founda-
tions, most are built on trailers.

More people are experiencing home-
lessness as affordable housing has be-
come harder to find. 

Homelessness in the state increased 
by 8% in 2022 compared to 2021, going 
from 30,113 people to 32,589, accord-
ing to the latest report from Michigan’s 
Campaign to End Homelessness.

In Michigan, where state-specific 
rules for tiny homes are absent, zoning 
and utility infrastructure often dictate 
the feasibility of projects.

Matthew Grzybowski, the advance-
ment operations manager for Mel 
Trotter Ministries, is navigating these 

complexities through the Hope Village 
initiative in Grand Rapids.

The project aims to build 16 homes 
for residents who have completed work-
force development programs offered by 
the organization.

“We hope these homes will create a fi-
nancially stable living environment and 
provide opportunities to build financial 
equity,” Grzybowski said. 

“Tiny homes achieve a higher housing 
density than traditional homes where 
an apartment complex would not be 
possible.” he said, adding that the Hope 
Village project “proves the case” for oth-
er tiny home projects in Grand Rapids. 

Grzybowski says the homes will be 
constructed using a panelized building 
process, which can reduce costs and in-
crease construction efficiency.

However, he noted that zoning per-
missions remain a challenge, requiring 
careful planning to manage infrastruc-
ture costs related to water and other 
utilities.

In Detroit, Cass Community Social 
Services has developed its own Tiny 
Home community, focused on housing 
for low-income workers. 

Located near the Boston-Edison His-
toric District, the program offers ten-
ants the opportunity to own their homes 
after renting for at least seven years.

Meanwhile in Flint, Catholic Chari-

ties of Shiawassee and Genesee counties 
has launched a similar initiative, the Sa-
cred Heart Veteran Village, to combat 
homelessness among military veterans.

Thomas Haeussler, the development 
director for Catholic Charities, said the 
project broke ground in November 2024 
with the first phase of construction set to 
include a Veterans Resource Center and 
four homes by summer 2025.

“The program will utilize evi-
dence-based practices to assist veterans 
of all levels of need, regardless of dis-
charge status, to make improvements in 

CITY OF GRAND LEDGE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Grand Ledge Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public hearing during its regular 
meeting at 7:00 p.m., on Thursday, 19 December 2024, to consider and receive public input 
on a request for reconsideration of a variance to permit the fence in the side and back yards 
along the east property line of 913 Candela Lane that extends up to 7.6 feet at its maximum 
height.  Grand Ledge City Code Chapter 46 – Zoning, Section 46-9(3)b restricts the height 
of a fence in a side or back yard to a maximum of 6 feet.  A variance of 1.6 feet to the fence 
height limitation is therefore requested.  The revised proposal involves replacement of 
certain sections of the existing fence so that it extends closer to the ground. The proposed 
variance is available for review on the City’s website at www.cityofgrandledge.com and at the 
City Clerk’s office, 310 Greenwood St., Grand Ledge, Michigan, between 8:00 a.m. and 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.

The meeting will be held in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 310 Greenwood St., Grand 
Ledge MI 48837, in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, as amended, and will also be 
livestreamed via Zoom for informational purposes only. The online stream can be accessed 
at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84738531748. or by calling +1 309 205 3325 US, 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago), +1 646 876 9923 US (New York), +1 646 931 3860 US, 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC), +1 305 224 1968 US, +1 669 444 9171 US, 
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose), +1 689 278 1000 US, +1 719 359 4580 US, 
+1 253 205 0468 US, +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma), +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston), 
+1 360 209 5623 US, +1 386 347 5053 US, +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose), 
+1 507 473 4847 US, +1 564 217 2000 US, using meeting ID: 847 3853 1748

The Zoning Board of Appeals invites anyone interested to attend in person and offer 
comments at the public hearing.  Written comments can be mailed or delivered to Elected or 
Appointed Officials at 310 Greenwood St., Grand Ledge, MI 48837, placed in the drop box in 
front of City Hall, or emailed to cityhall@cityofgrandledge.com.  All written comments will be 
considered if received by 5:00 p.m. the day of the hearing.  Please call (517) 627-2149 or 
email cityhall@cityofgrandledge.com for further information or to request accommodations 
for disabilities.

Gregory Newman, City Clerk
CP#24-747

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF A ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS
WILLIAMSTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES

INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN
Pursuant to Section 401 of Michigan Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended (the Michigan 
Zoning Enabling Act), notice is hereby given that at a regular meeting held on November 13, 
2024, the Williamstown Township Board of Trustees adopted the following amendments to 
the Zoning Ordinance:

Wind Energy Systems.  Section 8.02, subsection KK, was revised to set forth requirements 
for on-site and utility-scale wind energy systems.  Utility-scale wind energy systems are 
permitted in the AG-C, Commercial Agricultural District and the GD, Green Zone Planned 
Development District only, subject to height, setback, sound, vibration, shadow flicker, and 
environmental restrictions.  On-site systems are permitted as accessory structures in all 
zoning districts.  Zoning district revisions affect Sections 11.02, 12.02, 13.02, 14.02, 15.02, 
16.02, 17.02, 18.02, 19.02, 20.02, 21.02, 22.02, 24.04, and 27.04.

Solar Energy Systems.  Section 8.02, subsection QQ, was revised to set forth requirements 
for accessory roof and ground-mounted solar energy systems, and small-scale and 
large-scale principal use solar energy systems.  Large-scale solar energy systems are 
permitted within a proposed overlay district, subject to height, setback, fencing, screening, 
ground cover, glare, and other restrictions.  Accessory roof-mounted and accessory 
ground-mounted solar energy systems are permitted in all zoning districts.  Zoning district 
revisions affect Sections 11.02, 13.02, 14.02, 15.02, 16.02, 17.02, 18.02, 19.02, 20.02, 
21.02, 24.04, and 27.04.

Energy Storage Facilities.  The Zoning Ordinance was amended to insert Section 8.02, 
subsection TT, which allows energy storage facilities that absorb, store, and discharge 
electricity.  Such facilities are subject to National Fire Protection guidelines, as well as 
restrictions governing height, setbacks, fencing, screening, lighting, signage, fire safety, 
noise, and other restrictions.  Energy Storage Facilities are permitted in the AG-C, 
Commercial Agricultural District, AG-SF, Agricultural-Small Farms District, and the GD, 
Green Zone Planned Development District.  Zoning district revisions affect Sections 15.02, 
18.02, and 24.04.

A copy of the ordinance amendments may be obtained or inspected at the Williamstown 
Township Hall, 4990 Zimmer Road, Williamston, MI 48895 during normal business hours.  
Pursuant to Section 401(6), the amendments shall take effect upon expiration of seven days 
after publication of this notice.

Robin Cleveland, Township Clerk
CP#24-751

CITY OF LANSING
SUMMARY OF

ADOPTED ORDINANCE # 1326
 
Lansing City Council adopted an Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend 
Chapter 203, Section 203.03, to establish the service requirements for municipal civil 
infraction violations arising from the unauthorized placement of signs in violation of Section 
606.02

Effective date: Upon publication

Notice:  The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City Clerk’s
Office, 9th Floor, City Hall, Lansing, Michigan. A copy of the full text of 
this Ordinance may be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 9th Floor, 
City Hall, Lansing, Michigan at a fee determined by City Council.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#24-741

Tiny homes tackle homelessness around Michigan their quality of life,” Haeussler said. 
Katie Baxter, the president and CEO 

of Catholic Charities, emphasized the 
broader vision for the development. 

“With our Sacred Heart Veteran Vil-
lage, we’re not just providing housing. 
We’re engaging the community in cre-
ating a model of healing, stability and 
independence that can be replicated 
nationwide for other vulnerable popula-
tions,” Baxter said.

The village’s Veterans Resource Cen-
ter will serve as a hub for support ser-
vices, and the project plans to contin-
ue with a second construction phase, 
which will add 22 more homes by fall 
2026 Haeussler said.
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12-5-24 at 12pm 1425 
Rensen St 
09 Malibu 228433
17 Equinox 588253
19 Silverado 283532
21 Encore 146210

04 Freightliner M33853
19 Versa 869846
83 Cutlass 402684
19 Equinox 626810
76 Corvette 427043
24 Forest River 025866

12 F150 B07978
16 Chry 300 239124
19 Sportage 599151
16 335 458895
20 Charger 8456

CP#24-743

State of Michigan Probate Court, Ingham County, Notice to Creditors, Decedent’s Estate, 
Case No. 24-001249-DE-P33, Estate of Eileen Dympna Allswede, Date of Birth: July 5, 1958. 
Notice to Creditors: The decedent, Eileen Dympna Allswede, died Sept. 19, 2024. Creditors 
of the decedent are notified that all claims against the estate will be forever barred unless 
presented to Sean Douglas, personal representative, or to both the probate court at 313 West 
Kalamazoo Ave., Lansing, MI 48933, 517-483-6300, and the personal representative within 4 
months after the date of publication of this notice, Nov. 27, 2024. Sean Douglas, 2905 S 
Cambridge Rd, Lansing MI 48911, 517-282-2167.

CP#24-750

CITY OF LANSING
SUMMARY OF

ADOPTED ORDINANCE # 1325
 
Lansing City Council adopted an Ordinance of the City of Lansing, Michigan, to amend 
Chapter 606, Section 606.02, to prohibit the placement of signs in or on the public right of 
way and public buildings, places, and facilities; and to establish the responsibility of the 
persons who place, or cause to be placed, any sign on public or private property; and to 
provide that a violation of this section is a civil infraction.

Effective date: Upon publication

Notice:  The full text of this Ordinance is available for review at the City Clerk’s
Office, 9th Floor, City Hall, Lansing, Michigan. A copy of the full text of 
this Ordinance may be obtained from the City Clerk’s Office, 9th Floor, 
City Hall, Lansing, Michigan at a fee determined by City Council.

Chris Swope, Lansing City Clerk, MMC/MiPMC
www.lansingmi.gov/Clerk      
www.facebook.com/LansingClerkSwope

CP#24-742

Public Notice
The Ingham County Land Bank is requesting proposals for Demolition & Debris Removal 
and Asbestos Containing Material & Hazardous Materials Removal & Disposal. The 
Request for Proposal packet is available November 27, 2024 at the Ingham County Land 
Bank, 3024 Turner St, Lansing, MI, 48906, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm Monday-Friday or at 
www.inghamlandbank.org/contractors. Responses are due at the Land Bank offices by 
10am on December 18, 2024 and will be opened at 10am, December 18, 2024. The Ingham 
County Land Bank is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer. Women- and 
Minority-Owned Businesses are encouraged to apply. RFP# BEP3-Demo-Abatement-5135

CP#24-752

2025 CITY COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE
Regular Meetings

Hannah Community Center, Banquet Hall, 7:00 p.m.
Discussion Only Meetings

Hannah Community Center, Banquet Hall, 7:00 p.m.
1. January 7
2. January 14
3. January 21
4. February 4
5. February 11
6. February 18
7. March 4
8. March 11
9. March 18
10. April 8

11. April 15
12. April 22
13. May 13
14. May 20
15. May 27
16. June 3
17. June 10
18. June 17
19. July 15
20. August 12

21. September 9
22. September 16
23. September 23
24. October 7
25. October 14
26. October 21
27. November 18
28. December 9
29. December 16

CP#24-745

Van Gogh and other famous 
artists prints on rain capes, 
scarves, gloves, umbrellas, 
stationery, jewelry & more!

KATALYST GALLERY • 1214 Turner St. • Old Town • Lansing • (517) 708.8916

KATALYST GALLERY

Wall Clocks Fine Art
Jewelry

KATALYST GALLERY • 1214 Turner St. • Old Town • Lansing • (517) 708.8916

KATALYST GALLERY20% OFF
Clip this coupon to present at checkout 

and receive 20% OFF one item.
*coupon not valid on consigned art. Exp 12/31/24

We 
represent

over 
300 

LOCAL
ARTISTS!

Shop in a relaxed atmosphere and find 
truly unique items for everyone!

Fun & Functional
Kitchen Gear

2025 Featured Artist List
January: Ari Simeone

February: Malin Kenyon
March: Kathy Boggs

April: anita Brett
May: Cindy Souders

June: Don Thompson
July: Rebecca Butler
August: Janet North

September: Sarah Hillman
October: Bob Rose

November: Jennah Roberts
December: Monica Gasper
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Democrat Rebecca Bahar-Cook 
of Lansing claimed the second 
MSU Board of Trustees seat, join-
ing Plymouth Republican Mike Ba-
low. Bahar-Cook received 24.24% of 
votes, beating Novi Republican Julie 
Maday by 4,012 votes. Maday had 
originally appeared to have won, but 
Bahar-Cook found a reporting error 
that left out 20,000 votes for her in 
Allegan County.

MSU said in a legal filing that it 
does not owe attorneys for Trust-
ee Rema Vassar $281,745 in le-
gal fees because the school had 
legally terminated a contract with 
them. The costs were incurred past 
the point MSU agreed to cover them, 
rebutting a claim by Rochester-based 
Miller Law, which represented Vassar 
during an investigation into bullying 
and misconduct allegations. 

The Michigan Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office has sued to dissolve 
the FaithFirst Foundation of Ea-
ton Rapids for its connection to 
retired priest David Rosenberg, 
convicted of embezzling more 
than $500,000 from other retired 
priests. He was sentenced in March 
to four to 20 years in prison for steal-
ing as a foundation agent between 
20218 and 2020. FaithFirst’s attor-

ney, Gary Mouw, asked a judge to dismiss the action because the 
foundation is a separate legal entity from Rosenberg and had 
acted in good faith.

Lansing Promise officials announced a new Lansing 
Promise Guarantee Scholarship. It allows Lansing School 
District students enrolled for at least a year to access up to 
$10,000 to attend Lansing Community College, the Douglas J 
Aveda Institute or an approved skilled trades program in Michi-
gan. Previously, only students attending four years were eligible. 
The latter will receive additional benefits.

Turkish-based Norm Fasten-
ers has canceled plans to build 
a 365,000-square-foot manu-
facturing facility in Bath Town-
ship off Webster Road. Lansing 
Economic Area Partnership Presi-
dent and CEO Bob Trezise said the 

company, which did not state a reason, is considering two other 
locations, one in the Lansing area. The company makes screws 
and bolts and other fasteners for the auto industry and others. 
General manager Koray Gurbuz said the company’s board of di-
rectors has decided to investigate the due diligence and look for 
alternative sites. The company has a non-manufacturing office 
in Dimondale.

A 63-year-old Lan-
sing man was found 
dead Tuesday next to 
his vehicle in the Mich-
igan State Police park-
ing lot in Lansing on 
North Canal Road. The 
man died of an apparent 
suicide, said spokesper-
son Rene Gonzalez. The post was closed several hours. The man 
had contacted MSP and said he was in the parking lot and in-
tended to harm himself.

Downtown Lansing’s former Walter Neller building, at 
Grand Avenue and Allegan Street, will be demolished if 
the city gets authorization at a Dec. 2 City Council hearing.
Mayor’s Office spokesperson Scott Bean said the building’s own-
er and the Council are pursuing demolition, and the city will 
ensure it happens. Lindsay Leblanc of the Granger Group., the 
parent company of building owner Summit Associates II LLC, 
said Granger expects demolition in March. Bean said the city 
would bill its owners through taxes. No immediate plans were 
reported for the site. The city had considered the site for a new 
city but rejected it as too costly.

Public safety
Two people on board a Cessna 140 aircraft were uninjured af-

ter it tipped over upon landing Monday at Jewett Airport in Ma-
son. The Federal Aviation Administration is investigating. … A 
21-year-old Lansing man was wounded in a shooting Thursday 
on Coachlight Common Street, between South Waverly Road 
and South Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. No suspects have 
been identified. … A Lansing firefighter suffered a non-fatal in-
jury while responding to a garage fire on the 3200 block of Ray-
nell Street Nov. 20. No residents were home.
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Federal cash flows to Michigan Avenue
The city of Lansing is set to receive $1 million in federal funding 

to make “major improvements” to Michigan Avenue, including 
to help modernize traffic signals and establish a framework to 
support autonomous vehicles. The cash will also allow for the 
possibility of new bike lanes. 

Audit spots racism at Lansing schools
An equity audit released last week found that Black and multi-

racial students who attend the Lansing School District are more 
than twice as likely to be suspended than their white peers, 
according to reports in the Lansing State Journal. In addition to 
inequitable discipline, the audit also flagged the district for racial 
disparities in student achievement and access to AP courses.

Whitmer appoints Lansing judge
Cooley Law School Professor Tony Flores 

was appointed to fill a partial term on the 
54A District Court following the retirement 
of Judge Louise Alderson in January. Flores, 
who has taught at Cooley since 2005, served 
as an assistant prosecutor in Mecosta County. 
His partial term expires in January, meaning 
he’ll have to run for election in November for 
a full six-year term. 

Fire chief finalists named in Lansing
Three of 19 applicants have been identified as finalists to 

serve as the next chief of the Lansing Fire Department: Interim 
Chief Michael Tobin; Sterling Heights Assistant Chief Edwin 
Miller and Battle Creek Chief Brian Sturdivant. A search com-
mittee is set to narrow the field to two candidates today (March 
23). The Fire Board of Commissioners will meet the next day 
and forward a recommendation to Mayor Andy Schor, who 
makes the final decision.

Schor catches COVID-19
Lansing Mayor Andy Schor tested positive for the corona-

virus Sunday (March 20). Schor said he tested negative on 
Friday (March 18) but decided to embark on a precautionary 
self-quarantine over the weekend after experiencing mild cold-
like symptoms. A subsequent test on Sunday revealed he was 
positive. Schor — who is double-vaxxed and boosted — said 
he notified the “very few” people with whom he was in contact 
last weekend and will continue to work from home “as long 
as necessary.”

Commission to replace Schertzing
A three-person commission, com-

prising Ingham County Clerk Barb 
Byrum, Prosecutor Carol Siemon 
and Chief Probate Judge Shauna 
Dunnings, will meet next month 
to establish a process to replace 
outgoing County Treasurer Eric 
Schertzing, who is set to retire at 
the end of the month. The appointed 
replacement will serve through 
November, at which point whoever 
is elected to the position is expected to take over the job. The 
election filing deadline is 4 p.m. April 19.

House Dems demands Chatfield probe
Democrats have demanded an investigation into the “ethical 

failings and misconduct in office” of former House Speaker Lee 
Chatfield, including allegations that he misused staff resources 
and other benefits, as well as on the lack of financial report-
ing requirements that enabled the alleged misdeeds to occur. 
Meanwhile, Chatfield is still under criminal investigation for 
allegedly sexually assaulting his sister-in-law starting when she 
was a teenager at Chatfield’s school.

‘Dirt School’ to launch at Burchfield Park
Plans are in motion to 

build a $150,000 moun-
tain bike skills park called 
“Dirt School” at Burchfield 
Park in Ingham County 
before the end of the year, 
reports the Lansing State 
Journal. The 540-acre 
park is already home to 

more than 10 miles of mountain bike trails. The new “bike play-
ground” will reportedly feature tunnel tubes, giant slalom traffic 
cones, ramps and bridges.

Lansing man sentenced for child porn
Michael McShan, 28, of Lansing, was sentenced in a federal 

courtroom to 25 years in prison after he was convicted through 
a five-day trial last year on five criminal charges related to the 
production and attempted production of child pornography, 
according to federal prosecutors. After he gets out, McShan will 
be on “supervised release for the rest of his life,” authorities said.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Correction
Because of a reporting error, the Eye Candy of 
the Week last week wrongly stated the con-
struction date of the Salvation Army building on 
Pennsylvania Avenue in Lansing. It was erected in 
1932, according to history specialists at the Cap-
ital Area District Libraries. The original owner 
was the Shaarey Zedek Community Center.

“Eye for Design” is a monthly 
contest that features distinctive fine 
points of architecture in Greater 
Lansing. It rotates with Eyesore and 
Eye Candy. 

DESIGN
FOR

Allison 
Kelly of Lan-
sing was the 
first to cor-
rectly guess 
last month’s 
E y e  f o r 
Design, the 
lightning zaps 
that converge 
over the north 
portal of the 
1938 Ottawa 
Street Power Station (below), now 
the headquarters of the insurance 
giant AF Group at 200 N. Grand 
Ave. The brass “transom zaps” are 
the crowning touch on a lavish set 
of inner and outer lobby doors that 
boldly proclaimed the building’s orig-
inal function — to bring coal-fired 
electric power into the heart of the 
city. Like the nearby John Dye Water 
Conditioning Plant at 148 S. Cedar, 
built in 1939, the Ottawa Street 
Power Plant is a superb example of 
the civilized public works projects 
that fused function with form to civ-
ilize and energize urban America in 
the New Deal years.

This month’s Eye for Design 
(above) clue is from a building in 
Old Town. Be the first to send the 
correct answer to knarianj@mail.lcc.
edu and win and Eye for Design mug.

— JAMES KNARIAN & 
LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Let the golden nectar flow
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer proclaimed Monday (March 21) as Oberon Day 

— a new holiday that marks the state’s “unofficial” start to spring and the 
30th anniversary of Oberon Ale from Bell’s Brewery. Whitmer, of course, has 
long been a fan of the tasty beverage and has been repeatedly portrayed on 
“Saturday Night Live” holding a bottle of the famous Michigan craft brew. 
Fun fact: Last year, Michigan residents guzzled down more than 14 million 
pints of Oberon Ale.

COMPILED BY STEVE UNDERWOOD FROM LOCAL NEWS SOURCES

412 E. Cavanaugh Road, 
Lansing 

This 723-square-foot, one-bed-
room, single-bath home near the 
intersection of Cedar Street and 
Cavanaugh Road was hit with sev-
en citations for an overgrown lawn 
between 2012 and 2018. In August 
2018, the city’s Code Enforcement 
Office ticketed it for being un-
safe to occupy and for not having 
a proper rental license in place. It 
was boarded up that same month 
and has been unoccupied ever 
since. The former owner, Dabish 
Inc., sold it to the Romulus-based 
property group Cedar and Cava-
naugh LLC in January 2019. Since 
then, the new owners have avoid-
ed any additional penalties on 
the 1925-built house, though the 
property has remained boarded up 
while its wooden exterior and de-
tached shed have continued to de-
teriorate. According to the Lansing 
assessor’s website, Cedar and Ca-
vanaugh LLC was issued electrical 
and building permits to remodel 
the home in 2022, but both have 
since expired. They also own the 
adjacent building at 4312 S. Cedar, 
which houses a T-Mobile store. 
Efforts to contact the owners for 
comment were unsuccessful. 

TYLER SCHNEIDER
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OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our look at some 
of the seedier properties in Lansing. It rotates with 
Eye Candy of the Week and Eye for Design. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.com or 
call it in at 517-999-6715.

By KYLE KAMINSKI

REWIND
NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE LAST 7 DAYS

Cops search home of ex-speaker’s chief of staff
The Michigan State Police and officials from the Attorney 

General’s office arrived at the Bath Township home of Rob 
Minard, who was chief of staff to former House Speaker Lee 

Chatfield, on Tuesday morning to press for-
ward with “an ongoing investigation,” au-
thorities told City Pulse. Rob and his wife, 
Anne, are considered a GOP power couple, 
whose income from Chatfield to run politi-
cal campaign organizations has raised re-
cent concerns — namely after Chatfield was 
accused of living an overly lavish lifestyle in 
office, in part, by misappropriating political 
funds. Read more at lansingcitypulse.com.

Fowlerville investigates racist students
A school investigation found that a Fowlerville High School 

basketball player used a racial slur against a Black player 
from Haslett during a game on Jan. 27, reported Michigan 
Advance. Fans in the student section also made what were 
reportedly described as “loud monkey motions and sounds” 
directed at Black Haslett High School players. Subsequent 
discipline is unknown.

Lansing doles out art grants
Nearly $90,000 in grants were awarded to seven local arts 

and culture organizations through the Arts Council of Greater 
Lansing. The funding is designed to support artistic projects 
that contribute to a “sense of place” in the region. This year’s 
recipients included Lansing 5:01; Capital City Film Festival; 
the Lansing Art Gallery; and the Lansing Symphony Orches-
tra.

Hertel decides against House race
Term-limited State Sen. Curtis Hertel Jr. has decided 

against a run for the state House, noting he’d much rather 
spend the last year of his term concentrating on unfinished 
work in the Senate.

Ingham Co. hires diversity director
Feliz Rodriguez was hired as Ingham County’s first-ever di-

versity, equity and inclusion director. Rodriguez has spent 14 
years at the Community Mental Health Authority of Clinton, 
Eaton and Ingham Counties — including the last five years as 
the authority’s diversity and inclusion officer.

Fire damages Charlotte factory
Two firefighters and one employee were injured in a Mon-

day morning fire at Linn Products, an aluminum fabrication 
plant on Lipsey Drive, media outlets report. The building was 
vacated by the time crews arrived, though one firefighter in-
jured his finger, another was treated for exhaustion and one 
company employee had a bad reaction from apparent smoke 
inhalation. The cause of the fire, estimated to have caused at 
least $750,000 in damage, is unknown.

Health officer rescinds mask order
A longstanding emergency order from the Ingham County 

Health Department that requires masks be worn inside all ed-
ucational institutions, including schools and daycares, will no 
longer be in effect beginning on Feb. 19), officials announced. 
Weekly COVID-19 caseloads in Ingham County have de-
creased by 78% over the last two weeks. Local school districts 
have now been left to decide individually whether face masks 
should still be worn. The Lansing School District Board of 
Education plans to take up the issue on Thursday.

Lansing woman charged in shooting
Clara Jean Delgado, 29, of Lansing, was charged with 

open murder — among other felony charges — in the Nov. 
30 shooting of Stephen James Christy-Valdez. Christy-Valdez, 
24, of Lansing, died from his injuries on Dec. 29 after he was 
shot near the 4000 block of South Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard. Delgado was denied bond and is due back in court 
later this month.

Man killed in Valentine’s Day shooting
A 43-year-old man police identified as Arthur Artavius 

Newcombe died after authorities said he was found with a 
gunshot wound near the 100 block of East Mount Hope Av-
enue following reports of a shooting at about 8 a.m. Mon-
day (Feb. 14) in the nearby 2000 block of Teel Avenue. An 
unidentified 42-year-old woman has been arrested, but no 
charges have been filed, police said in a statement Tuesday. 
Anyone with information about the incident has been asked 
to contact the Lansing Police Department, even anonymous-
ly, at (517) 483-4600.

New billboards slam Tom Barrett
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 

launched a series of billboards in Lansing that attack Repub-
lican congressional candidate and State Sen. Tom Barrett, re-
minding local voters that Barrett did “everything he could” to 
stop General Motors from opening its planned electric vehicle 
battery plant in Delta Township. As a lawmaker, Barrett tried 
to block the measures that created the tax incentive frame-
work for the automaker to expand in his district.

Students jazz up construction project
A series of 38 colorful panels illustrated by local students 

were installed at the construction site for Michigan State Uni-
versity Federal Credit Union’s new seven-story office building 
in downtown East Lansing. The panels are designed to help 
liven up the otherwise boring nature of the construction site 
and are set to remain in place until the project is finished next 
spring.

City Council slams ORV proposal
The Lansing City Council unanimously passed a resolution 

to oppose a proposed ordinance in Eaton County that would 
allow off-road vehicles on certain Eaton County roads. Coun-
cil Vice President Carol Wood said that she feared the newly 
proposed allowance for ATVs in Eaton County would some-
how result in four-wheelers and other vehicles infiltrating the 
city’s parks. The proposed ordinance, however, clearly states 
that Lansing roadways would remain off limits.

Schor seeks new stolen gun laws
Making good on a pledge he made at a news conference 

in December, Lansing Mayor Andy Schor is moving forward 
with plans for a new city ordinance that would require fire-
arm owners to report to the Police Department when their 
firearms have been lost or stolen. The City Council is expected 
to set a public hearing next month in consideration of those 
proposed city ordinances.

Man killed in hit-and-run crash
A 63-year-old man was struck and killed at about 5:30 

a.m. Tuesday near the intersection of West Saginaw High-
way and Deerfield Avenue by what authorities suspect was an 
older-model Pontiac G6, reports the Lansing State Journal. 
Those with any additional information about the incident 
have been asked to contact the Lansing Township Police De-
partment at (517) 999-0291.

Minard

Eye Sore: 1228 Allen St. 
This home near Potter Park 

Zoo is no stunner with its grimy, 
half-painted cinder block façade. 
But it’s the massive assortment of 
various yard and porch decor that 
earned it a spot in this recurring 
feature.

There are a few old push mow-
ers; a rototiller or two; a 1970s 
wood chipper; a busted snowblow-
er; several rusty shelving units; 
plastic containers filled with scrap 
metal and a half-dozen used pro-
pane tanks — all scattered across 
the property as if it was a yard sale 
that ended about 35 years ago. 

Unfortunately, homeowner 
Kevin Meese has no plans to tidy 
up his collection.

And he has a message for any 
neighbors who may be tired of look-
ing at his messy yard: “Fuck you 
then. If you’ve got a problem, then 
come over and help. Otherwise, 
shove it up your ass.”

Meese bought the 579-square-
foot home for about $16,000 in 
2014. It didn’t come with a garage 
— and Meese said he doesn’t have 
enough cash to build a shed or rent 
storage space.

“As it stands, most of this stuff 
either runs or it needs a carbure-
tor or something. Social Security 
doesn’t pay the fucking bills, so 
where does that leave me? A lot of 
this shit has been given to me and 
I still need to buy parts to fix it and 
resell it, so it’s just sitting there,” 
Meese explained.

Code enforcement officials in 
Lansing are generally OK with chil-
dren’s toys and outdoor equipment 
— like lawn mowers — being stored 
outdoors, even piled up in front 
yards. But collections this large 
can rise to the level of a ticketable 
offense, city officials told City Pulse.

— KYLE KAMINSKI

OF THE WEEK

“Eyesore of the Week” is our weekly look at 
some of the seedier properties in Lansing. It 
rotates with Public Art, by Bill Castanier. Have 
a suggestion? Email eye@lansingcitypulse.
com  or call in a nomination at 517-999-5061.
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By DEDRIA HUMPHRIES BARKER
For anybody who thought a vote for 

Donald J. Trump on Nov. 5 was a vote 
for prosperity or respect for life, like 
when he was last put into office, those 
voters need to get a starring role in 
the next production of the film “La La 
Land.” Not because the film is about 
U.S. politics. Because the title is so fit-
ting. 

Exhibit A, as they say in television 
court dramas, is an episode at the state 
Capitol Nov. 14, a mere nine days after 
the election. It dramatized 
the idea that the election 
was about race and men 
dominating women. At 
least, it was for a white man 
named Avi Rachlin.

He testified at a Senate 
committee meeting that 
the only people who need 
gun regulation are the 
“Sub-Saharan African nig-
gers” in Detroit. 

This episode has been 
reported by MIRS, which serves 
government insiders, and had 
racked up 420K views on social media 
before I verified it with the committee 
clerk. That was two weeks ago. So, it’s 
not new, but being a huge offense, it’s 
news. Here’s what happened. 

The Civil Rights, Judiciary and Public 
Safety Committee met to hear testimony 
on a bill to prohibit firearms in certain 
state buildings, including the Capitol. 
Sen. Stephanie Chang, an Asian Ameri-
can Democrat from Detroit, chaired the 
meeting. I imagine this bill started out 
as a precaution against another Jan. 6 
type of event at the U.S. Capitol in 2021 
after Trump lost. Alas, the bill is no lon-
ger needed to prevent insurrection. The 
Democrats lost the presidency and the 
Michigan House.

Yet, the sweep of favor that DJT en-
joyed wouldn’t be complete if his sup-
porters just tipped a glass and congrat-
ulated each other. No, this victory calls 
for a Tarzanian beating of chests, so Ra-
chlin attended the meeting. “Absolutely 
not,” he started his testimony. “That is 
the message that voters sent last week 
when they decided to eject represen-
tatives from the state House and send 
Donald Trump into the White House.” 

Chair Chang listened for a bit before 
asking if he was there to testify on the 
legislation, or what? Required to focus, 
Rachlin said the bill “targets white peo-
ple. It is racial  … because they voted 
overwhelmingly for Donald Trump. You 
don’t like us.”  

But then, he went on to say the only 

people causing gun violence are over-
whelmingly “Sub-Saharan African nig-
gers” in Detroit. 

All breath in the meeting room 
stopped. I could tell that even from 
viewing the video. I cannot imagine 
what it was like inside the room. 

It stuns that an emboldened white 
man spewed such hate speech at a pub-
lic meeting chaired by a representative 
of Black Michiganians. Chang’s 3rd 
Senate District comprises mostly Afri-
can Americans.

Sen. Jim Runstead, a white Repub-
lican representative of 
western Oakland County, 
asked, apparently just to 
make sure his audio equip-
ment was working, “Did I 
just hear you call a group 
of people by some … some 
epithet?”

“Yes,” Rachlin said. 
That took Runstead 

back, but why? Just a few 
minutes earlier he was ver-
bally aggressive with Sen. 

Sarah Anthony, a Black Dem-
ocrat who represents Lansing. 

Runstead was unable to control himself 
while she was talking, so, Anthony, in 
Kamala Harris style, objected. Frustrat-
ed that she had not talked fast enough 
for him, he sputtered, “Well, go. We 
can’t wait all day for you to answer.” 

It was kind of silly actually, but I’m 
glad she didn’t give him a pass on act-
ing like a buffoon. Maybe they’ll laugh 
about it one day. 

Starting her testimony, Anthony, 
the Senate Appropriations Committee 
chair, announced that she’s a gun owner 
and carrier. What came to mind was a 
2020 photograph where amid threats 
against the government because of the 
COVID shutdown, armed Black and 
Latino men escorted her from home to 
the Capitol and back. 

Sen. Ruth Johnson, a white Republi-
can from a mishmash of areas in Gen-
esee, Oakland and Macomb counties, 
and a former Michigan secretary of 
state, told Rachlin, “The term that you 
used is inappropriate, and it will not get 
you anywhere in this Legislature.” 

But hate speech got Trump elected 
president. Twice. 

Rachlin relied on governmental tol-
erance of his incivility. A white man 
uttering a slavery word meant to deni-
grate, humble, control and defeat Black 
Americans would not be tolerated as 
well in public in Detroit. Chang shut 
him down, and he navigated out of the 
building, unharmed. Chang showed 

how government is 
supposed to lead. 
Have a procedure. 
Stick with it. Don’t let 
belligerence or disre-
spect or hate throw 
you off your game. 

Is Rachlin a sign 
that political win-
ners are like a football 
game crowd who cheer 
on their team with the 
chant, “Push em back, 
push ‘em back, push 
‘em wayyyy back”? 

The worry about DJT 
wasn’t about just him, 
the individual. The 
worry was how his pub-
lic hate speech dupes Americans frus-
trated by a changing United States  and 
their own inability or unwillingness to 
change. The worry was resisting growth 
and a healthy attitude about racial and 
gender differences. 

If the winners can’t be satisfied with a 
decisive showing at the polls, when and 
with what will they be satisfied? 

When only armed white men can ap-

pear in public? 
When only white men can debate civ-

illy? When only white men can make 
laws? 

(Dedria Humphries Barker is the au-
thor of “Mother of Orphans: The True 
and Curious Story of Irish Alice, A Col-
ored Man’s Widow.” Her column ap-
pears monthly.)

The political engine of race hate accelerates

Opinion

Avi Rachlin, testifying before a Michigan Senate commit-
tee against legislation to ban guns in the Capitol and other 
state office buildings. 
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CAPITAL AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED SECTION 5310 PROGRAM MANAGEMENT PLAN

CAPITAL AREA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY seeks public input on its Program 
Management Plan for the Section 5310: Enhancing Mobility for Seniors and Individuals with 
Disabilities grant program, posted on CATA’s website Oct. 30, 2024. The Program Management 
Plan outlines how the Section 5310 grant program is administered and addresses those eligible 
to apply,  projects eligible for funding and the application-selection process.

The Federal Transit Administration’s Enhanced Mobility of Seniors & Individuals with Disabilities 
– Section 5310 program (49 U.S.C. 5310) provides formula funding to states and designated 
recipients to meet the transportation needs of older adults and people with disabilities when 
the transportation service provided is unavailable, insufficient or inappropriate. As the regional 
transportation provider and designated recipient of Section 5310 funds for the Lansing 
Urbanized Area, CATA is responsible for program administration. 

The proposed PMP is posted at www.cata.org/ProgramManagementPlan and is open for 
public input for a 30-day period beginning Sunday, Nov. 24, 2024. Comments regarding the 
plan are to be sent via email to PlanningTeam@cata.org by 5 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 24, 2024

Reasonable accommodations will be provided for people with disabilities who wish to view the 
plan or submit comments. To request an accommodation, please contact CATA by Tuesday, 
Dec. 17, 2024, by visiting the Administrative Offices at 4615 Tranter St., Lansing, MI, or by 
calling 517-394-1100 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.

CATA will review public comments and decide whether to revise or update the plan, reserving 
the right to include relevant comments in any plan update. Changes, if any, will be posted at 
www.cata.org/ProgramManagementPlan. If no changes are made to the proposed PMP, it will 
represent the final plan.

CATA ensures that the level and quality of transportation service is provided without regard to 
race, color or national origin in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

CP#24-744

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: VARIANCE REQUEST 24-11

GRAND RESERVE
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2024

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Variance Request 24-11
4700 Everwood Lane & 1542, 1536, 1518, 1516 Woodland Way

Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, December 18, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. in the Meridian 
Municipal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, 48864 (phone 
517.853.4560) to hear all persons interested in a variance request from Mayberry Homes. 
The applicant is proposing to construct decks that encroach into the wetland setback at 
4700 Everwood Lane & 1542, 1536, 1518, 1516 Woodland Way. The subject site is zoned 
RD, Multiple Family.  

Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Written comments may be sent prior to the public 
hearing to the Zoning Board of Appeals, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, 
Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by email to chapman@meridian.mi.us, or at the public 
hearing.

Angela Demas
Township Clerk

CP#24-748

NEED TO RUN PUBLIC 
OR LEGAL NOTICES?

CITY PULSE
OFFERS: THE BEST RATES

SERVICE
CITY PULSE MEETS ALL STATE REQUIREMENTS.

For more information on public notices, call or email Berl Schwartz at 
(517) 999-5061 or publisher@lansingcitypulse.com

For more information on legal notices, call or email Steve Underwood at 
(517) 999-6704 or steve@lansingcitypulse.com

By SABINA BRENNAN
(This essay was written under the 

nom-de-plume of an eastside Lansing 
resident.)

Lansing’s east side has lost big old 
trees lining Michigan Avenue. Torn up 
by bulldozers, it’s all in the name of prog-
ress, fixing ancient sewers and raunchy 
roads.  Michigan Avenue, the path be-
tween Michigan State University and the 
state Capitol, is experiencing disturbance 
of a different type — brought on by the 
election of Donald Trump.

We have a history. Caesar Chavez 
marched Michigan Avenue. Take Back 
the Night and Black Lives Matter 
have marched here as well. It has 
more liberal, progressive and rad-
ical folks than anywhere in the Lansing 
area. Walking the streets, I see Harris 
signs, Antifa flags, trans flags, and they 
are not coming down now. I’ve thought 
of moving over the years, to where there 
is more space, more trees, less noise, 
closer to a lake. I’ve stayed, while house 
after house was foreclosed on and aban-
doned, vulture landlords descending to 
grab houses and make money. I’ve stayed 
because of the community. We are part 
student ghetto, part working class. We 
work in restaurants, salons, libraries, we 
are nurses and techies. Lately, roofs are 
being repaired, houses flipped, the rents 
are too damned high!  New apartment 
buildings are lining the street, fancy and 
expensive.

Even the yards are signifiers, some 
bursting with colors of annuals and pe-
rennials, some tidy green with a few 
bright baskets hanging from porches. As 
I walk the sidewalks I’m delighted, then 
demoralized, when weeds crowd my path. 
Others are covered in black plastic; I’m 
hoping they are preparing the ground 
for native plants next year. Our gardens 
have flourished. The tiny business of com-
posters, riding their bikes and collecting 
veggies, have grown into a citywide proj-
ect. Huge garden plots feed us, some folks 
paint flowers on streets between side-
walks, and we have more chickens in our 
yards than ever.  

Days before the election, a videographer 
showed up in my eastside neighborhood, 
with his camera on a stick and his aim at 
a queer-owned hair salon. He stayed for 
hours, recording the happenings inside 
the shop from a legally safe position on 
the sidewalk. The shop’s windows were 
full of LGBTQ signs and symbols. My 
neighborhood has been and is a safe place 
for those of us who don’t abide by Chris-
tian nationalists’ tenets.

The photographer’s goal is not promo-

tion, but harassment. He goes where he 
wants — and knows how far he can push. 
He knows it is legal to be on a public side-
walk, and that it is legal to film people 
in public spaces. They say his aim is to 
provoke a reaction, to film it, maybe even 
press charges if someone dares to push 
him, or try to knock his frigging camera 
from his hands. Is this the harbinger of 
an assault on our lovely neighborhood?

Disruption is local — one guy shoot-
ing video has turned into three, and the 
third has a gun, and rumor has it they 
are Proud Boys. They’ve moved to target 
a queer coffee shop. I checked in with 

Arab shopkeepers on Michigan 
Avenue: They were “visited” too, 
as was a small, independent book-
store. A Mexican Restaurant, and a 

Black-owned barber shop were also visit-
ed, with customers and employees video-
taped from the sidewalks.

Now the coffee shop’s windows are 
covered with craft paper, and on some 
days, the avenue-facing doors are closed. 
Those seeking vegan donuts and fancy 
coffee must enter from the back. The 
creeps shot video of my neighbors walk-
ing down the street — caring for their 
baby while queer. I’m getting old, with 
back and shoulder issues, after a fall. I 
am feeling more vulnerable. 

The CEO of a local nonprofit was fired. 
He stood up to the Catholic-derived Holy 
Cross Services and said the organization 
would continue to do outreach at Gay 
Pride events. The night before, he and 
a lawyer for the homeless services orga-
nization had been interviewed on TV, 
with opposing views. The organization 
is partly funded by the city of Lansing, 
which prohibits discrimination. But it 
is attempting to have it both ways, be-
ing a “Catholic-rooted organization” and 
therefore allowed to discriminate, but 
denying that prohibiting outreach to 
gay-sponsored events is discrimination, 
because it wants to continue to be pub-
licly funded. It feels abrupt, like the right 
wing is empowered to whittle away at 
rights we’ve taken for granted. 

I see a “God, Guns and Trump” sign 
nearby, a despicable landlord puts a neon 
MAGA sign on his apartments, the ten-
ants who rented from afar are groaning 
and mad that they live in that place. And 
a house flipper puts a Nazi sign in a win-
dow, frightening and enraging the next-
door neighbor. Our neighborhood is now 
up for contention.

My fear is alive as Trump names his 
Cabinet. I think of what happened in 
Iran, Germany, Chile. Will the Proud 

As Trump Part II approaches,
eastsiders encounter harassment

Essay

See Harassment, Page 11
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Boys march here? They did in 2020, 
but this time, will they just march down 
Michigan Avenue, or break windows and 
instigate fights that the police break up 
— and arrest the resistance? Will they 
come into the side streets where we live? 
And dare to rip out our signs of resistance 
in broad daylight? Or just maraud after 
dark, stealing flags here, kicking signs 
there, maybe terrorizing select residents. 
Will they use the videos to identify and 
target businesses and people? 

For years, I’ve been anti-gun, anti-mil-
itary. I supposed I never really thought 
the left would have a need, having grown 
accustomed, and led to slumber as the 
back and forth of Democrat and Repub-
lican rule.  But it is different now, right? 
If they really try to snatch “illegals from 
the streets on day one,” will those of us 
with privilege find a way to stand in their 
way? Will we face Proud Boys, the Na-
tional Guard, the Army? 

Who hasn’t heard of the brown shirts 
in Germany, identifying and sending 
Jews, resisters and queers to the camps?  
I know it is not just me who has these 
fears as Trump moves into power, or me 
who can barely watch the news. Friend 
after friend tells me of their nightmares 
of this new regime.

in Iran it was the paramilitary Basij 
who patrolled, emboldened by the re-
gime to harass and attack women who 
dared let their veils down. Mahsa Ami-
ni’s brutal capture and murder by the re-
gime provoked mass protests, lifting up 
those who yearn for freedom.

 In Lansing, I hear high school boys 

in a nearby suburb are taunting their 
classmates with the chant “Your Body 
Our Choice.” With a known rapist in the 
White House, what does this mean for 
women? Trump has made it clear he will 
really go after the immigrants and trans 
folks and anyone who stands up.  

In this tiny eastside neighborhood, a 
microcosm of our “swing state” and the 
entire country,  think through and find 
1,000 ways to resist.
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“A house flipper puts a Nazi sign in a 
window, frightening and enraging the 
next-door neighbor.”
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I first read “The Education of Henry Adams” (1907) when I was in high 
school.  It riveted me, and I’ve had it next to my bed (along with a few others 
for later discussion) ever since. Adams remains one of America’s most 
important writers, and his work marks a significant break from the old 
world in style and substance.
Jack Smith’s filings — which now appear to be moot — brought to mind one 
of Adams’ many memorable passages:
“America has always taken tragedy lightly. Too busy to stop the activity of 
their twenty million horsepower society, Americans ignore tragic motives 
that would have overshadowed the middle ages; and the world learns to 
regard assassination as a form of hysteria, and death as neurosis, to be treat-
ed by a rest-cure. Three hideous political murders that would have fattened 
the Eumenides with horror, have thrown scarcely a shadow on the White 
House.”
I recalled that passage as I read the last filings from Jack Smith, recounting 
in lurid detail the many criminal acts the incompetent Bozo resorted to 
when trying to overthrow the 2020 election and the U.S. government.
Laurence Tribe, the respected constitutional guru, notes that he responded 
“Wow!” time after time as he read the pleading — a factual presentation of 
criminal act after criminal act in furtherance of Bozo’s attempt to overthrow 
the will of the people.
And now, through an ironic and arguably sham of an electoral process, Bozo 
and his clown car have achieved what can only be described as the opposite 
of what elections are supposed to accomplish: the end of democracy in 
America.
Yet, to paraphrase Adams, the mainstream media in general seems to ignore 
“tragic motives that would have overshadowed the Middle Ages” — and 
those motives will certainly fundamentally change the United States as well 
as world history.  And further, dozens of hideous political crimes that would 
have “fattened the Eumenides with horror” have thrown scarcely a shadow 
on the electorate.  Or the White House.  Or so it now seems. 
Inherent in what used to be fundamental to the argument for American 
Exceptionalism — a government of laws, not men — is gone.  The great Amer-
ican experiment in democracy ended on Nov. 5.
Yet the Republic hums on, as if nothing out of the ordinary has happened.
The very real question is:  Can we get it back?
(The Boogie Kings is an e-newsletter written by Bob Baldori, with art by David Small. 
The Boogie Kings Newsletter is published several times a week. To subscribe, go to 
theboogiekings.substack.com.)

LET’S BOOGIE! Bob Baldori
& David Small

SANEWASHING

House Minority Leader Matt Hall, 
R-Marshall, shook up Lansing last 
week with his plan to reshuffle $2.7 
billion in the state’s roads budget. 

The plan isn’t revolutionary. Sev-
eral prior Republican House leaders 
advocated for something 
similar: using General 
Fund money and re-
placing the sales tax on 
gasoline with a higher 
gas tax.

What makes this 
plan feel different is 
the timing. 

It comes at a perfect 
time for outgoing House Speaker Joe 
Tate and Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, who 
desperately need something to rally 
Democrats around after taking it on 
the chops on election night.

They need to reconnect with every-
day Michiganders again. There’s no 
better issue than the one that helped 
get Whitmer elected in the first place.

Remember “Fix the Damn Roads?” 
Remember the governor’s proposed 45-
cent gas tax increase? No legislator ever 
introduced the bill. 

Whitmer, like Govs. John Engler and 
Jennifer Granholm, got some projects 
done in the last few years with bond-
ing. Well, her $3.5 billion is almost 
gone, and there’s still no long-term 
funding plan in place.

Tate is mired in internal caucus 
strife. The days of ramming signifi-
cant policy through the House with 56 
Democrats are limited to things that 
unions and trial lawyers support that 
can be messaged as helping the work-
ing class. (Read last week’s column for 
more on that.)

To clear the deck on his to-do list, the 
speaker needs Republicans. If agreeing 
to a passable plan to fund roads long 
term is the price for poker, it’s time for 
Tate to push his chips to the middle 
and call Hall’s bluff.

You want to use all this General 
Fund money to fund roads? Put the 
proposal on the voting board. See what 
happens.

In 1993, then-state Sen. Debbie 
Stabenow sponsored a successful mea-
sure to eliminate property tax support 
for schools. It forced lawmakers to 
craft a more manageable way to fund 
schools. Her courage is now heralded 
30 years later.

The final month of 2024 presents 
Tate and the governor with a similar 

opportunity. What better way to end 
the Democrats’ first trifecta in 40 years 
than by finally fixing the damn roads?

Moving something like what Hall is 
proposing starts a chain of dominos 
that could end with this lame-duck ses-
sion being among the most productive 
in recent memory. As it stands now, 
taxpayers paid lawmakers a full-time 
salary in 2024 to pass a budget at 4 
a.m. and campaign. That’s about it.

Here’s what could happen:
1. Using the corporate income tax 

to fund the roads mercifully ends this 
perennial debate about raising the gas 
tax, which is going nowhere with the 
high cost of living clearly being voters’ 
No. 1 issue.

2. Rep. Dylan Wegela, D-Garden 
City, has a bill ready to go that would 
raise more money for public schools 
by increasing the corporate income 
tax, if moving money around hurts the 
schools. Voters aren’t crying crocodile 
tears for corporations these days. As far 
as they’re concerned, the rich can pay a 
little more to help kids. 

Watch Republicans cast that vote. 
Corporations or kids?

3. A lane of communication is cre-
ated, for the first time, between Tate 
and Hall. The two can help each other 
pass their priorities without the House 
being paralyzed because all 56 House 
Democrats aren’t in Lansing simulta-
neously.

4. Maybe, just maybe, lawmakers will 
be amenable to sending a little scratch 
to Dan Gilbert in Detroit to tear down 
a couple of obsolete Renaissance 
Center towers before that site turns to 
blight.

If some federal money comes for 
that massive microchip factory pro-
posal in Genesee County, maybe there’s 
something left over for that, creating a 
boatload of jobs.

Could this all really happen? 
“Bipartisanship” isn’t a popular word 

these days. Folks seem content believ-
ing their side has all the answers.

But maybe each side does have the 
answers. Similar answers, at least. 
They’re just coming from different 
directions. The road to getting things 
done for working people can land at 
the same spot.

And it starts with roads.
(Kyle Melinn is the editor of the Cap-

itol news service MIRS. Email him at 
melinnky@gmail.com.)

POLITICS

All roads in Michigan 
start with the roads
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What makes Frandor Shopping 
Center special? Why is Quality Dairy so 
endearing? 

Only Lansing locals — like those run-
ning the Lansing Facts page — would 
understand the answers to such ques-
tions. 

The satiric Lansing Facts Twitter 
account — @LansingMIFacts — was 
started by Craig Terrill in 2017.Terrill, 
42, was running a professional social 
media account for work. He wanted to 
start something less serious. After con-
sulting friends, Lansing Facts was born. 

Terrill built a Twitter audience by 
following Lansing businesses and inter-
acting with them online. Lansing Facts 
joined Instagram in June 2018, under 
the same name as Twitter, but isn’t as 
active on it compared to other social 
media platforms.

Ty Forquer, 40, was someone who 
often interacted with the Lansing 
Facts account on Twitter. After meet-
ing through mutual friends, Terrill gave 
Forquer the keys to the Twitter account 
in early 2019. Terrill said Forquer’s 
involvement with Lansing Facts was a 
natural fit. 

“It was one of those decisions that 
was a no-brainer,” Terrill said. “He was 
writing better jokes than I was. And 
that’s management 101. You get people 
to work with you that are better than 
you at it, and it makes everyone better.” 

The Twitter account took off, and 
that’s when Forquer realized that 
the page may see similar success on 
Facebook. The two had been resisting 
the move to Facebook due to algorithm 
issues — Forquer explained how the 
platform often punishes users for post-
ing too much, and Lansing Facts posted 
frequently. The Lansing Facts Facebook 
page — also @LansingMIFacts — was 
started in May 2019 and is now close to 
reaching 17,000 likes.

“There’s a bigger audience,” Forquer 
said. “They behave differently. They like 
to interact more and comment more.” 

Both Forquer, a former City Pulse edi-
tor, and Terrill consider the Facebook 
page a place for their greatest hits from 
Twitter. The two feeds look different, 
with much more content on Twitter, 
where Forquer said he and Terrill “let 

everything fly, every day, and see what 
sticks.” He considers that to be “the 
beauty of Twitter.”

“You can find these communities of 
people who have experienced the same 
weird things that you have, who have 
noticed the same weird billboard on 
I-496, or have almost gotten hit by a 
car in Frandor,” Forquer said. “When 
you see other people having these expe-
riences, you feel a little less alone in the 
world.”

Terrill explained the account as a 
“local Onion,” referencing the popular 
online satire page The Onion. Forquer 
described it as “hyper-regional humor.” 

“We don’t expect people much out of 
an hour away from Lansing to under-
stand a lot of what we do,” Forquer said. 
“It’s our way of celebrating the weird lit-
tle city we live in. It’s like our inside joke 
with the world that no one else outside 
of Lansing understands.” 

When people don’t understand the 
humor behind a post, or if they feel that 
the account is making fun of Lansing, 
Terrill said that Lansing Facts’ followers 
will “step in and set them straight.” It 
doesn’t happen very often, though.

“I think most people understand that 
our joking only comes from a place of 
love and finding the weird quirks about 
our community that makes Lansing 
what it is,” Forquer said.

Terrill admitted that sometimes, the 
humor of the account is off. He and 
Forquer do their best to own up to 
missed jokes or when something posted 
isn’t “100% cool.” Their followers typi-
cally will tell them when a post doesn’t 
read well.

“We’re about making the community 
better and poking fun at ourselves, but 
we don’t want to be mean,” Terrill said. 
“It’s always a fine line to walk, and we 
don’t always get it right.”

The two admin post the jokes and 
memes as they come. Sometimes, 
Terrill will be more active. Other times, 
Forquer steps up. When one is more 
active, the other admin steps back. The 
same goes for when one may be feeling 
burnt out or uninspired. Longtime fol-
lowers may be able to tell who wrote 
what posts, Terrill said. 

“We’ve just kind of done our thing, 

and people have come along for the 
ride, which is baffling to us,” Forquer 
said. “Also, we have developed a com-
munity that we really love. People send 
us pictures of the Frandor snowhill, 
weird potholes and whatever’s going on 
at their local Quality Dairy.”

There is a small circle of people work-
ing with Terrill and Forquer in their 
version of a writers’ room. Emily Syrja, 
Dan Hartley and Tricia Chamberlain 
were among those who Forquer and 
Terrill credited for helping with the 
account. They help with various proj-
ects for Lansing Facts, like videos and 
events. 

“Those are some things we’d like to 
do more — is get back to the commu-

nity and be less of just an online thing,” 
Forquer said.

Terrill agreed that, once the pandem-
ic is “in the rearview mirror,” he’d like to 
see more video projects and community 
events from Lansing Facts. As for what 
the future holds for the account, the two 
are confident that it will continue to 
grow as long as they produce good con-
tent — and as long as people continue 
to consume Lansing-based humor.

“It’s easy to get lost in national stuff, 
news and doom scrolling,” Terrill said. 
“No one’s talking to you in a fun way 
about what is going on around you, 
directly. That can be a nice break for 
people, I think. I know it’s been a nice 
break for me.” 

Getting the facts straight about Lansing Facts 

Jena Hovey

(Above) The faces behind the Lansing Facts page: (left to right) Ty Forquer, Craig 
Terrill and Emily Syrja. (Below) An example of Lansing Facts’ meme content. 

Two stories of creation
Peoples Church exhibit showcases the work of Doug and Laura DeLind

By LAWRENCE COSENTINO

Some people took up cross stitching 
or painting by numbers to fill their time 
during the pandemic. Others took on a 
long-delayed project, like fixing up the 
basement. Artist Doug DeLind had big-
ger ideas.

Most mornings, he walked down the 
hill from his home in rural Mason, hun-
kered down in his studio with several 
massive slabs of clay, fired up a kiln to a 
hellish 2,000 degrees and touched the 
face of God.

The result is “Days of Creation Revisit-
ed,” a set of five murals and two large fig-
ures depicting the opening verses of the 
Bible’s Book of Genesis. The works serve 
as the centerpiece of an exquisitely bal-
anced art exhibit running through Dec. 
5 at the Peoples Church of East Lansing.

The balance comes from Laura De-
Lind, a longtime printmaker with a nice-
ly appointed studio of her own just up 
the hill from her husband’s.

A generous sampling of Laura’s crisp 
linocut prints, popping with whimsical 
splashes of bird and 
plant imagery, provide 
a perfect counterpoint 
to Doug’s monumen-
tal, dark visions.

The Genesis murals 
were fired to irides-
cent glory in a tricky, 
centuries-old process 
called raku.

“It was fun, and I’m 
glad I did them, but those are probably 
the last big raku murals I’ll do,” Doug 
said. “I’m 77, and those slabs weigh 80 
pounds apiece.”

He couldn’t remember an “epiphany” 
that gave him the idea for the ambitious 
project, but he always wanted to depict 
a deity with fluid gender and physical 
form.

“I’ve always loved creation myths,” he 
said. “I decided to go back to Genesis 
and put a different figure for God in each 
one.”

In his vision, human diversity is one 
with the emerging diversity of creation. 

God, in the form of a biracial woman, 
releases the light into the darkness in the 
opening mural, “Let There Be Light.”

“I’m trying to poke a little at society 
and say, basically, ‘We’re all people,’” 
Doug said.

He felt he was onto something signif-
icant, but he admitted to being “a little 
nervous about it.”

He showed a preliminary drawing to 
his wife. She encouraged him 
to render it in clay.

Raku is not exactly gene-
sis, but it’s close. In the fick-
le firing process, Doug heats 
the clay slabs to nearly 2,000 
degrees, removes them with 
tongs from the oven and 
drops them into a metal 
garbage can, where they are 
instantly swaddled in paper 

(including old copies of City Pulse) and 
allowed to catch fire.

The results are unpredictable. Heavy 
as the slabs are, they can easily shatter or 
crack at any point in the process.

When the smoke cleared on “Let There 
Be Light,” Doug discovered that a rain-
bow was burned into the clay, creating a 
halo over the woman’s shoulders. Other 
slabs emerged from the kiln with spec-
tacular iridescent shimmers worthy of 
the six days of creation.

“That’s why I’ve been doing this for 50 
years,” he said. “It’s still interesting.”

In “Let the Waters Bring Forth Abun-
dantly,” he chose to depict the deity as 
an Inuit woman, conjuring a gracefully 
curved whale.

The directness, confidence and sim-
plicity of Inuit art have long fascinated 
both DeLinds.

“I find their work self-assured but un-
pretentious,” Laura explained. “It’s ap-
parently simple, but it’s not simple in the 
slightest. It’s complicated to get there.”

The same could be said of Laura’s bold, 
high-contrast vignettes of owls, partridg-
es, pigs, tulips and many other natural 
delights, reduced to knife-sharp outlines 
in vivid black and white. At first glance, 
the prints throw a refreshing splash of 
icy water into your eyes. A longer look 
reveals carefully considered nuances of 
composition and form.

Laura started making linocut prints 
more than 40 years ago, as a right-
brained balance to her work on a disser-
tation in anthropology at Michigan State 
University.

She found linocut to be a democrat-
ic medium, requiring little more than 
a kitchen table, a spoon, some paper, a 
few carving knives and a “hunk of bat-
tleship-gray linoleum.” (She uses a press, 
but shoulders, arms and hands work 
nearly as well.) 

“When I was starting out, it was really 
inexpensive,” she said. She also liked that 
linocut prints have a long history in the 

world of cheaply and quickly produced 
political posters and broadsides. 

“It’s unpretentious, has no pre-exist-
ing texture, and it lends itself to sponta-
neous, bold images,” she said.

The prints on display at the Peoples 
Church float in an intriguing middle 
zone between fine art and disposable, 
populist art that’s up one day and gone 
the next.

Part of the fun of the exhibit is finding 
the commonalities between Doug’s and 
Laura’s work in spite of the obvious dif-
ferences in their chosen media, scale and 
style.

“Doug says we steal from each other, 
but I don’t know about that,” Laura said.

They consult with each other regularly, 
but they work in separate studios.

“We found out a long time ago that 
clay and paper don’t mix,” Doug declared.

Both artists avoid impressionist swirls 
and romantic, soft-focus forms in favor 
of bold, stylized imagery and sharp delin-
eation of form. All of the art at the Peo-
ple’s Church exhibit, from Doug’s heavy, 
Old Testament-freighted raku pieces to 
Laura’s nimble little linocuts, burn with 
a deeply humanist, yet unsentimental, 
life force.

Doug grew up in Mason. He met Lau-
ra in the 1970s while working at Ace 
Hardware of Okemos to pay for his stud-
ies at MSU.

Laura had just moved to East Lansing 
from New York to get her doctorate at 
MSU. In Doug’s version of the story, she 
walked into the hardware store one after-
noon and asked for “Mr. DeLind.”

He knew she wasn’t looking for him 
but for his brother, who was offering 
a room for rent. But he was instantly 
hooked.

It wasn’t exactly love at first sight for 
Laura.

In her version of the story, she came to 
the hardware store to hand over a rent 
check. When Doug called her two days 
later, she recalled asking, “Doug who?’”

“She didn’t want to talk with me at 
first,” Doug admitted. “But later on, we 
got acquainted.”

Lawrence Cosentino/City Pulse

“Let the Earth Bring Forth Living Creatures,” day six of Doug DeLind’s “Creation 
Revisited” series, reveals the spontaneous rainbow effects produced by the super-
heated raku firing process.

“Impressions on Paper 
and in Clay:
The Work of Laura and 
Doug DeLind”
Through Dec. 5
The People’s Church
200 W. Grand River Ave., East 
Lansing
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What’s left to say about Silver Bells?
It arrived Friday. Thousands attended. The weather was tolerably cold. Floats floated. 

Lights lit up the tree and the sky. The season of peace commenced (despite a few arrests).
Raymond Holt took photos for City Pulse. One is on our cover. Here are more.   

It’s Christmas time in the city
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Eclectic local gifts for everyone on your list

See Gift Guide, Page 16

By NICOLE NOECHEL
It’s easy to visit Amazon or another major 
online retailer and purchase all your holiday 
gifts with a few simple button clicks, but 
supporting area businesses and keeping money 
in the community, not handing it over to a 
bunch of billionaires, is more in line with the 
holiday spirit. City Pulse has compiled a list of 
local gifts $50 and under, from sweet treats 
to home decor to gift cards, that will satisfy 
even the pickiest of gift recipients. You won’t 
even have to wait for shipping — you’ll have 
everything on hand and ready to wrap, if the 
shops don’t do it for you.

Jigsaw puzzles
$15-22
Clever Clover 
317 E. Grand River Ave., East 
Lansing
clevercloverjewelry.com

With themes ranging from cats 
and dogs to national parks, wild 
mushrooms, “The Wizard of Oz” 
and “Bridgerton,” Clever Clover 
offers an array of colorful 500- 
and 1,000-piece puzzles that will 
provide at least a few hours of 
indoor entertainment during the 
cold winter months. 

and 1,000-piece puzzles that will 
provide at least a few hours of 
indoor entertainment during the 
cold winter months. 

Eclectic local gifts for everyone on your list

OKTO sensory art clay kits
$11.99-$29.99
Odd Nodd Art Supply
317 E. César E. Chávez Ave., Lansing
oddnodd.com

One of Odd Nodd’s most popular 
products, OKTO sensory art clay is 

made with safe, natural ingredients 
and doesn’t leave a residue on 
hands or hard surfaces. Some sets 
only contain clay, allowing the user 
to create whatever they’d like, 
while others come with a canvas 
and instruction booklet so users can 
“paint” 3D images with the clay.

made with safe, natural ingredients 
and doesn’t leave a residue on 
hands or hard surfaces. Some sets hands or hard surfaces. Some sets 
only contain clay, allowing the user 
to create whatever they’d like, 
while others come with a canvas 
and instruction booklet so users can 
“paint” 3D images with the clay.

Board games
Prices vary
The Gaming Cantina
4750 Hagadorn Road, East 
Lansing
143 S. Cochran Ave., Charlotte
thegamingcantina.com

Games are a great gift because 
they allow everyone at the get-
together to join in on the fun 
when the exchange is over. With 
locations in East Lansing and 
Charlotte, the Gaming Cantina 
has a variety of options, from 
kids’ games to “Family Guy” 
Monopoly to more obscure 
picks you may have never found 
otherwise.

DIY craft kits
$14.99
Broad Art Museum
547 E. Circle Drive, 
East Lansing
broadmuseum.msu.edu

Older kids and teens can create useful and unique crafts 
with these handy kits, including henna, clay earrings, 
sun catchers, rainbow flowers and screen prints. Pick up 
a few to keep them busy all winter break.
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Christmas bath bombs 
with toys
$7.50
Bridge + Main Market
119 N. Bridge St., DeWitt
bridgeandmainmarket.com

Perfect for kids (as long as they’re old 
enough to know not to swallow small 
objects), the six bath bombs in this set 
are filled with small, holiday-themed 
toys like a reindeer, a polar bear, a 
candy cane and a penguin, which are 
released when the bombs dissolve. 
Bath time has never been more fun!

BOOKS • TOYS • GAMES 
PUZZLES • STATIONERY • GIFTS

1982 W Grand River Ave.
Meridian Mall

SchulerBoks.com | 517.349.8840

has all your vinyl needs, both new and used, 
and will also special-order new vinyl 

for fast delivery.

has all your vinyl needs, both new and used, 
and will also special-order new vinyl 

for fast delivery.

We also offer:
Beautifully restored vintage stereo equipment 
Gift Certificates for that hard 
to buy for vinyl collector

Need extra cash 
for the holidays?
We buy good condition used vinyl

(517) 862-1976  • therecordloungereotown.com
Tuesdays - Thursdays, 11-4 p.m. 
Friday, Saturday, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m • Sunday 12-5 p.m.
Closed Monday
Black Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m
Closed Thanksgiving Day and Christmas

Gift Guide
from page 15

See Gift Guide, Page 17

Holiday soap bars
$12
Phillips Cider Bar & Market
3000 Vine St., Lansing
phillipsciderbar.com

Handmade in Michigan, the 
Soap Baron’s moisturizing 
soap bars are 100% vegan 
and free from parabens, 
petrochemicals and sulfates. 
They’re available in an array 
of holiday-themed scents and 
designs. Gift sets containing a 
bar of soap, a soap tray and a 
crocheted hand towel are also 
available for $24.
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Gift Guide
from page 16

Self-care gift set
$40
Horrocks Farm Market
7420 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing
maggieannsoap.com

Featuring a bath bomb, a bar of soap, a body 
butter or sugar scrub, a lip balm and a 4-ounce 
soy candle, this set is perfect for giftees in need 
of a pampering session. A variety of scent options 
are available, and each product is handmade 
in Grand Rapids with sustainable ingredients, 
free from artificial preservatives, animal fats or 
detergents.
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Treat-themed candles
$20-$40
Horrocks Farm Market
7420 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing
mywifescandles.com

Based in Brighton, My Wife’s Candles crafts 
mouthwateringly realistic dessert-themed candles, 
a great gift option for a baker or someone with a 
particularly sweet tooth. Find holiday-themed options 
like s’mores, apple cider donuts, pecan pie and 
Christmas peppermint candy at Horrocks. As an added 
bonus, once the candles are finished, the containers 
can be washed out and used as 
glassware. See Gift Guide, Page 18
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BBeesstt BBaakkeerryy && CCaaffeeBest Bakery & Cafe

BBeesstt VVeeggaann // GGFFBest Vegan / GFBBeesstt BBaaggeellssBest Bagels

FFaammillyy FFrrieennddllyyFamily Friendly BBeesstt DDeesssseerrttssBest Desserts

CChheecckk oouutt tthhee BBaakkeerryy && CCaffee
vvootteedd tthhee LLaannssinngg AArreeaa’’ss BBeesstt,,

ffoorr aallll yyoouurr
HHoolliddaayy TTrreeatt nneeeeddss

Check out the Bakery & Cafe
voted the Lansing Area’s Best,

for all your
Holiday Treat needs

SSppeecciaall TThhaannkkss ttoo aallll ooff oouurr FFCCBB FFaannss ffoorr
vvoottinngg uuss inn tthhee TToopp TThhrreeee inn 1144 ccatteeggoorrieess

aanndd BBeesstt inn eeigghhtt,, inncclluuddinngg tthhee
BBeesstt SSaannddwwicchh inn tthhee LLaannssinngg AArreeaa!

Special Thanks to all of our FCB Fans for
voting us in the Top Three in 14 categories

and Best in eight, including the
Best Sandwich in the Lansing Area!

HHaappppyy HHoolliddayyss!Happy Holidays!

BBeesstt CCuuppccaakkeessBest Cupcakes BBeesstt BBaaggeellssBest Bagels

Gift Guide
from page 17

See Gift Guide, Page 19

Flavored popcorn
$3.50-$8.75
Jackson Popcorn Depot
1982 W. Grand River Ave., Okemos
jacksonpopcorn.com

With more than 50 varieties of gourmet popcorn, 
including sweet flavors like bubblegum, apple pie 
and banana split and savory flavors like dill pickle, 
pizza and ranch, there’s something to satisfy 
everyone at Jackson Popcorn Depot, located in 
the Meridian Mall. For those with braces, the 
shop also sells a variety of candy, including its 
own freeze-dried and cotton candy.
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With more than 50 varieties of gourmet popcorn, 
including sweet flavors like bubblegum, apple pie 
and banana split and savory flavors like dill pickle, 
pizza and ranch, there’s something to satisfy 
everyone at Jackson Popcorn Depot, located in 
the Meridian Mall. For those with braces, the 
shop also sells a variety of candy, including its 

Portable s’mores kit
$35
The Beeswax Barrn
1867 Lake Lansing Road, Haslett
beeswaxbarrn.com

Take s’mores indoors or on the go with 
this portable kit, featuring an eight-pack 
of graham crackers, eight mini chocolate 
bars, eight marshmallows, a roasting 
tool and a mini portable fire pit made 
from beeswax. Orders must be placed 
online, by phone at (517) 749-5278 
or at the Dec. 14 Meridian Township 
Farmers Market (1982 W. Grand River, 
Okemos).



City Pulse • November 27, 2024 www.lansingcitypulse.com 19

Our gift to you!

$25
off any single product

$100 ormore*
*OFFER VALID THROUGH DECEMBER 24TH 2024 ON IN-STOCK JEWELRY. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR ON
PREVIOUS PURCHASES. MUST PRESENT COUPON IN STORE. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY SEE STORE FOR DETAILS.

SCAN TO SHOP!
SWEETCUSTOMJEWELRY.COM
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Gift Guide
from page 18

See Gift Guide, Page 20

There are few things more comforting than a cup of hot 
cocoa in the winter. This kit includes two servings of 
gourmet cocoa mix and two marshmallow mug toppers, 
which come in three flavors: peppermint, vanilla and 
strawberry. Pair it with a mug or some shooters of liqueur 
if you want to go the extra mile.

Hot cocoa kit
$15
Mitten Mallows
Pre-order at facebook.com/profile.php?id=61551669496340

Red Cedar Spirits’ artisanal liquors 
can be enjoyed straight up or 
mixed into seasonal cocktails, a 
great gift for those planning to 
imbibe at this season’s bounty 
of holiday parties, New Year’s 
Eve celebrations and family get-
togethers. Options include multiple 
varieties of vodka, gin, whiskey 
and bourbon as well as cherry eau 
de vie and apple brandy. Most 
products are available in 375- and 
750-milliliter bottles.

Craft liquor
$17-$39

Red Cedar Spirits
2000 Merritt Road, East Lansing

redcedarspirits.com

Pre-order at facebook.com/profile.php?id=61551669496340

Winter cocktail flight box
$35
Twisted Craft Cocktails
126 E. Main St., DeWitt
twistedcraftcocktails.com

Make crafting great cocktails easy with this 
cocktail flight, containing five 4-ounce jars 
of ingredients that will infuse flavor into 
liquor up to four times each. Flavors include 
Berry Blush, Cherry Citrus Smash, Winter 
Warmup, Paradise Punch and Hot Toddy.
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Gift Guide
from page 19

See Gift Guide, Page 21

from page 19

Champagne kit
$30
Sedona Wanderlust
215 S. Washington Square, 
Lansing
sedonawanderlustboutique.com

See Gift Guide, Page 21

Whether saved until New 
Year’s Eve or used right after 
the gift exchange to celebrate 
the holiday at hand, this kit 
makes popping a bottle of 
champagne even more of an 
event than usual. It includes 
two mini stemless glasses, 
a bottle stopper, confetti, 
coasters, swizzle sticks, edible 
glitter, a champagne cocktail 
recipe booklet and a “ring for 
champagne” bell. 

Michigan State 
University pillow
$42
Bridge + Main Market
119 N. Bridge St., DeWitt
bridgeandmainmarket.com

Graduates of Michigan State 
University, especially avid MSU 
sports fans, can display their 
alma mater loud and proud 
with this decorative pillow. 
It may also serve as a handy 
punching bag during losing 
games.
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ENTER
TO WIN A $250.00

GIFT CARD 
TO KELLIE’S

1. TAKE A SELFIE AT OUR SELFIE STATION AT KELLIE'S
2. POST IT ON YOUR FACEBOOK PAGE
3. TAG KELLIE’S
4. INVITE 5+ OF YOUR FRIENDS TO
     LIKE KELLIE’S PAGE

5000 Marsh Road  Okemos, MI 48864
Open Monday - Saturday 11am-6pm

(517) 574-4523

EVERY PARTICIPANT WILL BE ENTERED TO WIN
 A $250.00 GIFT CARD CONTEST 

NOVEMBER 13 - DECEMBER 24TH

Gift Guide
from page 20

See Gift Guide, Page 22

from page 20

For the scientifically curious giftees 
on your list, these 18-ounce glasses 
are printed with a range of interesting 
subject matter, from the levels of the 
atmosphere, ocean and Earth’s core to 
the Periodic Table. They’re guaranteed 
to make every sip an educational 
experience.

Scientific 
glasses
$23.95
Quark!
549 E. Grand River 
Ave., East Lansing
quarkgifts.com

atmosphere, ocean and Earth’s core to 
the Periodic Table. They’re guaranteed 

Made by Cedar Springs-based Annabelle Noel 
Designs, these enamel flowers, available in 
12- and 18-inch sizes, would be a great gift for 
gardeners looking to brighten up their plots 
during the grey winter months. They can also 
be displayed indoors with artificial foliage to 
create an everlasting bouquet. 
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Michigan cutting board
$25.95
Studio Shop
122 W. Grand River Ave., Williamston
studioshopgifts.com

No one can have too many cutting boards, and this 
13.5-by-7-inch bamboo board, engraved with a Michigan-
themed design, would also work well as a charcuterie 
tray. The Studio Shop offers many other Michigan-focused 
designs on cutting boards as well as coasters, mugs, tea 
towels and more.

Enamel flowers
$5-$12
Ornamaloo
215 S. Washington Square, Lansing
ornamaloo.myshopify.com
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Located in the Campus Town Mall next to Chipotle

541 E. Grand River Ave., Suite 5 
East Lansing

www.massageandwellnessonline.com
517-203-1113

Purchase $100 or more in gift cards,
and get a $45 gift card free, for yourself!

 60-min Hydrofacial:  Purchase a gift card for $125
and we will honor it for this service (regular $175)

60-min Hydrofacial with RF Skin Tightening:
Purchase a gift card for $165 and we will honor

it for this service (regular $225)

Buy $125 in Gift 
Cards, get a $20 Gift 

Card Free!

Buy a Gift card for a 
60-Minute Massage 

for ONLY $60!
or

Come in or shop Online!
Unique Holiday Items!

Happy Holidays!

Located in the Campus Town Mall next to Chipotle

541 E. Grand River Ave., Suite 5 
East Lansing

www.massageandwellnessonline.com
517-203-1113

La Casa 
Del Rew

New location in Old Town

(517) 580-3625
401 E. Cesar E Chavez Ave

Lansing, MI 48906

We offer: 
Jewelry 

Hookahs
Custom orders
Unique gifts & 

much more!

20% off with this ad

Gift Guide
from page 21

Gift Guide
from page 21

Hold on to Hope vases
$50
Fireworks Glass
119 S. Putnam St., 
Williamston
fireworksglassmi.com

These hand-blown vases are 
more than just vibrant display 
pieces — half of the proceeds 
from each vase are donated 
to a local family struggling 
with the effects of cancer. 
They’re available in seven 
colors and will come in handy 
once spring blooms arrive.

Wine and Canvas gift certificate
$25-$45
580 Frandor Ave., Lansing
wineandcanvas.com

Located in the Frandor Shopping Center, Wine and Canvas offers paint-
and-sip events where guests can enjoy alcoholic beverages while creating 
works of art on canvases, wine glasses, wood boards and more. Gift cards 
are available online, with three price options based on class prices. 

Downtown Lansing, East Lansing and 
Eastwood Towne Center gift cards
Name your price
app.yiftee.com/gift-card/lansing-mi
app.yiftee.com/gift-card/east-lansing
app.yiftee.com/gift-card/eastwood-towne-center

These digital gift cards can be used at 
participating locations in each area for 
everything from food to clothing to tanning 
and waxes. If you can’t decide on a gift your 
intended recipient will love, allow them to 
choose!
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Okemos duo emphasizes storytelling in escape room venture
By TYLER SCHNEIDER

Rob Garrod and Becca Horste have 
tackled upwards of 100 escape rooms 
each since they tried their first together 
in 2017. 

Popularized in the United States 
in the mid-2010s, an escape room 
involves “locking” two or more par-
ticipants inside a themed room for a 
predetermined duration. As they ex-

plore the deliber-
ately crafted setting, 
they’ll find a series 
of puzzles and clues 
that ultimately lead 
them to the exit.

“We got hooked 
pretty quickly,” 
Garrod said. “After 
about five escape 
rooms, we decided 
we’d love to start 
designing some 
ourselves.”

In 2019, the cou-
ple began look-
ing for facilities to 
house an escape 
room business, 
but the pandemic 
forced them to sus-
pend those efforts 
until 2021. They 

signed a lease for a 2,100-square-
foot space in Okemos in late 2022 
and launched Escapes Unlocked in 
May 2023 with one hard-level room, 
“Dream Explorers,” which is themed 
around the subconscious. 

Last December, they opened an in-
termediate-level room, “Castle Quest,” 
a dungeon-like setting complete with 
prop swords, scrolls and armor. 

With the debut of a third room geared 
toward novice escapers and families, 
“The Case of the Missing Cookie,” earli-
er this month, the pair felt now was fi-
nally the time to publicize Escapes Un-
locked to the community. They held a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony on Nov. 8 and 
a grand opening celebration on Nov. 9.  

While all the rooms can be solved 
by just two participants, Garrod and 
Hoste said groups of four are typically 
optimal. Interested patrons can book 
any of the three rooms online from 
2:20 to 8 p.m. Thursday, 2:20 to 9:40 
p.m. Friday, 11 a.m. to 9:40 p.m. Satur-
day and 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sunday. The 
business also takes walk-ins during its 
regular hours and can accommodate 
other dates and times by request. 

Garrod and Hoste are also looking to 
design take-home escape room games, 
which would allow customers to bring 
the fun into their own homes.

Garrod, a Lansing-area native and 
amateur competitive Scrabble player, 
quit his IT job in 2022 to run the place 
full time. He and Hoste spent between 
five and nine months designing each 
room. 

“The key component when we ap-
proach a new room is we really try to 
build a world in the story for it first. 
From there, we think about what kind 
of activities would make sense in that 
world. We try to figure out what kind of 
puzzles might fit with those objects and 
settings because it’s important that it all 
comes together to tell a story,” Garrod 
explained. “We take feedback and our 
own observations from watching the 
rooms as people are playing, and we 
tinker with all of them continuously.” 

Escapes 
Unlocked 

1831 Newman Road, 
Okemos
5-8 p.m. Thursday 
3-9 p.m. Friday 
Noon-9 p.m. Saturday 
Noon-7:30 p.m. 
Sunday
Other days and times 
by request
(517) 580-7304
unlockedlansing.com

Courtesy photo

For “Castle Quest,” the second of three escape rooms created by Escapes Unlocked 
owners Rob Garrod and Becca Horste, the pair “really took the set design to the next 
level,” Garrod said. “We tried to make it look more realistically like a castle, so people feel 
like they’re really on an adventure.”
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everything else in Michigan’s cannabis 
market, the prices of solventless concen-
trates have plummeted, so this is a good 
time to enjoy top-shelf quality at an af-
fordable price.

Punch Cake flower — Willie’s 
Reserve
$112/1 oz
Local Roots Cannabis
120 W. Grand River Road, Laingsburg

localrootscannabis.com
Willie’s Reserve is backed by country 

superstar Willie Nelson, and the ballad-
eer’s reputation for smoking dope really 
shines in his Michigan offerings. His 
brand is run by savvy, experienced Mich-
igan operators who have created a celeb-
rity label that actually delivers on quality 
and consistency. No step in the process 
is an afterthought — these products are 
grown and distributed by true canna-
bis enthusiasts and OGs. Pick up some 
flower at Local Roots on small business 
Saturday (Nov. 30) and help support a 
fixture of the Laingsburg community.

TH3 disposable vape — Trap 
House Co.
$35/3g
Arcanna
29 Beardsley Road, Ionia
arcannausa.com

I wanted to spotlight a top-shelf, af-
fordable and, more importantly, safe 
option for a multi-gram distillate vape. 
Nothing says “I love you” more than 
ensuring your loved ones are vaping 
clean, conversion-oil-free distillate. Trap 

House Co.’s parent company has been a 
vocal proponent of cleaning up the in-
dustry and cracking down on conversion 
oil. With a solid reputation for making 
some of the most accessible fire in the 
state, Trap House’s 3-gram disposables 
are a slam dunk on value. The taste 
and quality really can’t be beaten, and 
the company has paid a lot of attention 
to the hardware to ensure the last hit is 
just as flavorful and effective as the first. 
While at Arcanna, be sure to check out 
the entire Trap House line.

BlasterNaut gummy — Monster 
Xtracts
$3/200 mg
Bazonzoes
2101 W. Willow St., Lansing
920 American Road, Lansing
bazonzoesmi.com

We all know people who claim edi-
bles don’t work for them, but this one 
will. Choose this gummy for the most 

Live hash rosin — Pleasantrees
$40/1g
1950 Merritt Road, East Lansing
enjoypleasantrees.com

The concentrate enthusiast in your 
life will adore any strain of in-house live 
hash rosin you choose from Pleasant-
rees’ East Lansing location. The business 
places a strong focus on quality, both 
in its own products and other brands it 
carries, and it’s leading the way in con-
sumer transparency. Its hash is made 
from flower grown at its own cultivation 
facility, using genetics tailored exclusive-
ly for solventless terpene extraction. Like 
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in Review:
Terple Gang
in Review:

By KYLE KAMINSKI
If you couldn’t already tell from the 

pleasant odor, there’s a bit of cannabis 
cultivation magic happening inside 
that old automotive service station on 
Hosmer Street across from Art’s Pub.

Inside the nondescript garage, about 
4,000 marijuana plants are constantly 
blooming their way to the recreational 
pot market. About 250 lbs. of bud 
rolls out of the building monthly — 
from so many plants, that they have to 
be stacked inside on top of one anoth-
er like dank little bunk beds.

Mike Thackeray is one of several can-
nabis entrepreneurs who have descend-
ed on that otherwise quiet corner of the 
city’s eastside along Kalamazoo Street. 
There’s a bit of cannabis cultivation 
magic happening behind his building, 
too. And in that ominous looking black 
building across the street. And behind 
that building. And in that large ware-
house behind Art’s Pub, too.

All told, there are enough state 
licenses within one block of Thackeray’s 
shop to accommodate at least 7,500 
plants. It’s a bustling operation that 
I now refer to as the city’s “Terpene 
District.” And after toking on some of 
the finished product, I’m ready to vote 
in Thackeray as its mayor.

Thackeray has been involved in the 
weed game for decades before it was 
made recreationally legal in Michigan. 
About three years ago, he decided to 
bring his talents to the licensed level 
with Terple Gang — a terpene-focused 
cultivation brand focused on high-end 
(yet affordable) weed. With its first har-
vest in September, his outfit now boasts 
about two dozen employees and sup-
plies a range of provisioning centers, 
including Homegrown, Gage and Meds 
Cafe in Lowell.

“The biggest thing for us is trying 
to find and grow new strains with a 
big focus on their terpene profiles,” 
Thackeray told me as we wandered 
through towering rows of frosty white 
plants. “It’s about finding genetics that 
work well for us in terms of cultivation, 
but also finding genetics that work well 
for our customers, growing the strains 
that people want for whatever they may 
need.”

Thackeray reached out after he read 
a recent column in which I pledged 
to stop putting so much emphasis on 
the THC content of any given strain — 
which I’ve learned plays a fairly insig-
nificant role in determining the overall 
dankness of your bud and the potency 
of the resulting high.

The quality of the stoned experi-
ence, instead, is guided heavily on the 
terpene profiles — the thousands of 
different combinations of cannabinoids 
that work together with THC to create 
a series of different physical and psy-

choactive effects and dictate how you 
feel when you’re high.

Terple Gang (as the name im-
plies) always grows with terpene 
profiles in mind, Thackeray said. And 
that makes sense, because some of the 
samples tested with a terpene content 
above 3%.

“We’re a group that has operated in 
the traditional market and we’re mak-
ing our transition to the legal market,” 
he added. “So, how do we compete 
with the big boys? We make a really 
high-end, craft product that you just 
can’t find anywhere else. We believe in 
superior products.”

An intricate array of hoses connects 
each row of plants to industrial-sized 
tanks inside the building — all of which 
are wired to a digital display so the staff 
can tinker and automate the nutrient 
or water levels, or adjust the humidity, 
temperature and light at the touch of a 
button.

The growing room floor is also 
unique in that it’s set up in two lay-
ers — with dozens of rows of plants 
stacked vertically like bookshelves, dou-
bling the square footage and cultivation 
output.

And in true laboratory fashion, I 
had to gear up in a Hazmat suit for a 
20-minute tour last week.

At least five unique strains from 
the Terple Gang have hit the shelves at 
pot shops across Lansing — ranging 
in price from $25 to $40, depending 
on the retailer. Thackeray said that 
up to 30 other varieties are set to be 
developed exclusively for the Michigan 
market later this year.

Here’s a look at a few of them:
Terple Gang — Bombulan
The limonene is strong with this 

strain, which smelled and tasted like 
a lemon meringue pie with just the 
slightest funky diesel notes on the 
side. The buds, which glistened with 
trichomes, were also incredibly dense 
and sticky — enough to quickly gum up 
even the highest quality grinder.

About halfway through one joint, 
a pleasant warmth poured over me. 
My eyelids felt noticeably heavier. The 
rest of my body (including my mind) 
felt fully uplifted, yet somehow totally 
relaxed.

An energetic kick of initial chattiness 
quickly transitioned into a two-hour 
daydream — one that I spent accom-
plishing a mundane task in a video 
game and eating an entire bag of potato 
chips.

Terple Gang — Crunch Berry
These buds had a dessert-like 

berry aroma with a mild touch of 
earthy woodsiness — like a combi-
nation of blueberries, mint, graham 
crackers, a strawberry malt, dryer 
sheets and grapes.

Strange as that may sound, it all 
made for a delectably sweet flavor 
profile and one hell of a smooth smoke. 

One joint also gave me the burst of 
energy needed to actually take care of 
some chores around the house, so I’m 
reserving the rest of this bag exclusively 
for evening dog walks.

Also: I was bummed that I finished 
those chips with the Bombulan. Seri-
ous munchies here too.

Terple Gang — Girl Scout Cookies
I saved the best for last with this 

fruity, indica-dominant strain — a 
cross between my all-time favorite, OG 
Kush, and Durban Poison. Aside from 
the pungent cherry-like flavor, the most 
noticeable feature of this strain was 
that it was almost entirely purple and 
caked with trichomes.

Seriously: I’ve never seen weed this 
frosty. I truly felt bad grinding up 
something this pretty.

Those berry notes — along with 
more lemon — came through in the 
flavor profile, which also had a bit of 
grassy earthiness on the exhale. One 
joint planted me deep in my couch with 
a dumb smile on my face for most of 
Sunday afternoon, culminating with a 
two-hour beauty nap.

Kyle Kaminski is City Pulse’s man-
aging editor and a cannabis enthusiast 
who has been smoking marijuana just 
about every day for the last decade. 
Editor & Publisher Magazine has also 
labeled him as “arguably, the state’s au-
thority on everything you need to know 
about cannabis.” Have a suggestion 
for a cannabis product? Email kyle@
lansingcitypulse.com.

Three powerful strains from Lansing’s ‘Terpene District’

Kyle Kaminski/City Pulse

A large bag of cannabis produced in 
Lansing’s so-called “Terpene District.”

Cannabis gifts

Holiday gifts for flower fanatics, concentrate 
connoisseurs and everyone in between

Symphony Orchestra
and Choirs of MSU

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2024, 8 P.M.
COBB GREAT HALL, WHARTON CENTER

Over 250 voices join the MSU Symphony Orchestra to celebrate 

the spirit of the season in an uplifting concert. The evening 

features Poulenc’s Gloria, a vibrant choral work with rich 

orchestration and expressive melodies, along with selections 

from Handel’s Messiah, renowned for its powerful choruses and 

intricate arias. Conducted by Sandra Snow and Jonathan Reed.

RESERVED-SEAT TICKETS
WHARTONCENTER.COM 

(517) 432-2000

120 W. Grand River Road, Laingsburg

See Cannabis gifts, Page 25

By CHRIS SILVA

Whether you’re looking for a stock-

ing stuffer or to curate a full gift pack-

age, Michigan’s topsy-turvy cannabis 

market ensures holiday shoppers will 

find a range of options and prices for 

whatever they want, wherever they 

go. That being said, I’ve helped sort 

through all the options to highlight a 

few products every stoner would love 

to find under the tree this year. 
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By KURT ANTHONY KRUG

Comedian, actress and musician 
Ana Gasteyer may be making her de-
but at the Wharton Center next week, 
but she’s no stranger to East Lansing. 
She said she and her family have spent 
“quite a bit” of time in the city visiting 
relatives.

“I love East Lansing. For New York-
ers, it’s an amazing slice of apple pie. 
We always go to the Dairy Store,” 
she said. “For my Brooklyn kids who 
don’t even have a football field at their 
school, this feels real comforting. It’s 
just a different vibe.”

Gasteyer has been tied up since late 
July playing Queen Aggravain in the 
Broadway revival of “Once Upon a 
Mattress,” which wraps 
Saturday (Nov. 30). 
She’s looking forward 
to bringing her “Sug-
ar and Booze” musical 
act to Wharton Tues-
day evening (Dec. 3) 
before “Once Upon a 
Mattress” heads to Los 
Angeles for a month-
long run.

“I was able to plan a mini-Midwest-
ern tour the week in between,” she said. 
“I always play Evanston, Illinois, where 

my alma mater, Northwestern Univer-
sity, is. I’ve never played at the Whar-
ton Center before and had that on my 
list of desired venues.” 

“Sugar and Booze” has received rave 
reviews nationwide. 

“It’s my holiday collection of what I 
like to call seasonal, secular favorites. 
It’s my joyful, jazzy collection of old and 
new standards,” Gasteyer explained. 
“It’s throwback-y, with an old-fash-
ioned, jazzy theater vibe. It’s throwing 
a cocktail party, except it’s live and on 
stage. It’s an incredible jazz ensemble. 
We have jingle bells, we have horns. We 
just don’t have elves or dwarves or tap 
dancers – yet.”

Gasteyer is perhaps best known for 
her 1996-to-2002 stint on “Saturday 

Night Live,” where she 
most notably imperson-
ated Martha Stewart, 
Celine Dion and Barbra 
Streisand. She said the 
subjects have all been “fun 
and graceful” about her 
impressions.

“I’ve never expected to 
do impersonations — it’s not really my 
thing — but when I’m successful, it’s a 
joy,” she said.

In 2005, Gasteyer originated the 
role of Elphaba, the Wicked Witch of 

the West, in the Chicago production of 
“Wicked,” the movie version of which 
was released last week in theaters.

“It was such a life-changing expe-
rience,” she said. “It was such a privi-
lege. We rehearsed it soup-and-nuts 
with the original creators. Vocally, it 
was so demanding; I learned so much 
about myself as a performer. Also, it’s 
such a beloved piece of theater. How 
many shows have been running for 20 
years?”

From late 2021 to mid-2023, Gast-
eyer was the lead on the NBC sitcom 
“American Auto.” Set in Detroit, the 
show chronicled the lives of the em-
ployees of the fictional automobile 
company Payne Motors. Gasteyer 
played Payne’s new CEO, Katherine 
Hastings, who came from the phar-
maceutical industry and knew next to 
nothing about the automotive indus-
try. She was saddened that NBC decid-
ed not to renew it for a third season. 

“It was really a victim of COVID-19 
and the strikes — the writers’ and the ac-
tors’ strikes — that halted the entertain-
ment industry. That’s such a shame be-
cause it was a fun show,” she lamented. 

She encourages people to come to 
Wharton and have “a little sugar and 
booze” with her.  

“We experience entertainment so re-

motely. The opportunity to perform in 
front of a live audience is one of total 
connection,” she said. “The holidays are 
about connecting; they’re about having 
a great time. I encourage my audiences 
to wear their tacky Christmas sweaters 
and come out for a good time — that’s 
really what it is. It’s about celebrating 
together and letting it rip.”

Courtesy photo 

Ana Gasteyer likened her holiday-themed 
musical act, “Sugar and Booze,” to 
“throwing a cocktail party, except it’s live 
and on stage.”

‘SNL’ alumna Ana Gasteyer brings her ‘Sugar and Booze’ show to Wharton

Ana Gasteyer – Sugar 
and Booze
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 3
Wharton Center Pasant 
Theatre
750 E. Shaw Lane, East Lansing
(517) 432-2000
whartoncenter.com

Liskey’s Auto & Truck Service
(517) 484-0100
www.liskeys.com

119 S. Larch St, Lansing
Mon - Fri: 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM
@Liskeys

Travel Travel 
Safely this Safely this 
Holiday Holiday 
Season!Season!

seasoned edible user in your life. Jack-
son-based Monster Xtracts has been in 
the legal game since the beginning and 
advocates for safe and conversion-oil-free 
products. Selling the gummy in one huge 
piece allows the cost to be cut down as 
well, which is saying something in today’s 
market. This is a novel and cheap option 
for folks who are more or less consuming a 
whole bag of cannabis gummies in one sit-
ting anyway. Stop in at one of Bazonzoes’ 
two Lansing locations to check out the fla-
vor lineup, which includes Amped Green 
Apple, Blue Razz Bang, Tropical Thunder 
and other fruity flavors. Don’t worry, the 
shops carry edibles for people with normal 
tolerance levels, too.

Lunar wax pen — Dip Devices
$39.99
dipdevices.com

Dip Devices is well-versed in the vape battery game. Its prod-
ucts are high quality and have always lasted me years. The new 
Lunar wax pen has some improved functionality, including a 

display screen that allows the 
user to have more control over 
temperature. It’s not going to 
hit like a traditional dab rig or 
a Puffco Peak, but it’s the size of 
a pre-roll, allowing for easy on-
the-go use, and it’s 40 bucks.

Glass joint tips - RAW
Price varies
Local head shops and dispensaries

I recently saw an interview 
with hip-hop artist B-Real from 
Cypress Hill. He was discussing 
smoking etiquette in group set-
tings. The cannabis enthusiast 
divulged that he only smokes 
joints with glass tips, even forgo-
ing getting high if paper-tipped 
joints are the only option. That 
got me thinking — I’ve been us-
ing glass tips more and more, and 

I’m really starting to notice a difference. I like 
the RAW-brand ones, but pesky laws don’t allow RAW to sell 
directly to consumers, so you’ll need to look for them at head 
shops, dispensaries or third-party websites, as I often do. Pick 
up a 50- or 75-pack and distribute them among your headiest 
friends and family members.

I’m really starting to notice a difference. I like 

a Puffco Peak, but it’s the size of 

I recently saw an interview 

Cypress Hill. He was discussing 

Cannabis gifts
from page 24
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the Path of Joni Mitchell,” by rock crit-
ic Ann Powers, delves into the life and 

times of this force in music, a 
life that has been described as 
“kaleidoscopic in scope.” This 
book comes along when we 
may need it the most.

Alice Randall’s unique 
book “My Black Country,” 
about country music from an 
African American perspec-
tive, is a heck of a read even 
if you have no interest in the 
genre. Randall is an author 

and country-music songwriter who 
has written for Trisha Yearwood. A 
previous book, “Black Bottom Saints,” 
won a Michigan Notable Book award. 
She was born in Detroit.

Knee nippers will be fascinated by 
the nautical-themed children’s book 
“The Ship in the Window,” written by 
Michigan children’s librarian Travis 
Yonker and illustrated by Caldecott 
Medal-winning artist Matthew Cor-
dell. This picture book will captivate 
youngsters and their adult readers as 
they follow Mabel, a mouse, who takes 
a model ship on a cruise.

For non-fiction readers who lean 
toward history and memoirs, check 
out “Freedom: Memoirs 1954-2021,” 
by former German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, and “Patriot: A Memoir,” by 
Alex Navalny, a heroic tale of the fight 
against a despot.

Lately, I’ve been recommending two 
urban history classics: “The Power 
Broker,” Robert Caro’s encyclopedic 
look at Robert Moses, and “The Death 
and Life of Great American Cities,” by 
Jane Jacobs. They both have a modern 
relevance to Lansing.

By BILL CASTANIER

I remember one Christmas Eve 
family gathering when my cousin 
Ricky, who couldn’t have been more 
than 5, exclaimed, “All I get for Christ-
mas is underwear and socks. Socks, 
socks, socks.”

Today it would be more common 
to hear “books, books, books” from 
someone who’s hard to shop for, but 
that’s OK … in my book.

With a trip to a local 
bookstore, you can find 
something to please every-
one on your gift list.

For the mystery reader, 
consider Louise Penny’s 
“The Grey Wolf ” (actual-
ly a thriller with a deathly 
ending); brothers Andrew 
and Lee Child’s latest Jack 
Reacher book, “In Too 
Deep”; and Michael Connelly’s “The 
Waiting,” a Bosch and Ballard cold-
case mystery with Bosch’s cop daugh-
ter embroiled in the unsolved crime.

Otto Penzler’s annual collection of 
Christmas-themed short mysteries, 
“Christmas Crimes at the Mysterious 
Bookshop,” featuring one by Michi-
gan author Loren D. Estleman, is an-
other great Christmas Day read.

Three Michigan-related coffee-ta-
ble books are also excellent choices for 
the ship, train and trolley, and printer 
nerds in the family.

“The Michigan Railway Company: 
The Northern and South-
ern Divisions,” by Norman 
L. Krentel, follows the 
short-lived histories of lo-
cal rail-based transporta-
tion systems in mid-Mich-
igan, including Lansing. 
Did you know sugar beets 
were transported on urban 
railways and that Haslett 
had a mammoth sinkhole?

“Citizen Printer,” by 
Amos Paul Kennedy Jr., a Detroit 
printer, artist and author, is a com-
pendium of more than 800 repro-
ductions of Kennedy’s radical, social 
justice and just plain funny posters 

and broadsheets. My favorite is a sim-
ple poster proclaiming, “Ladies: NO! 
Fighting in the Bathroom” 
for a bar in York, Alabama.

“Sail, Steam and Die-
sel: Moving Cargo on the 
Great Lakes,” by Eric Hir-
simaki, is a Great Lakes 
shipping geek’s delight 
that will keep them busy 
until the Soo Locks reopen 
in the spring. 

A teenager or even a 
precocious preteen will 
enjoy the new Taylor Swift 
biography, “Heartbreak is the Nation-
al Anthem: How Taylor Swift Rein-
vented Pop Music,” by middle-aged 
music writer Rob Sheffield. 

For more adult novels, look to 
Louise Erdrich’s “The Mighty Red,” 
a coming-of-age story of confusing 
young love and a complicated tale of 
a small town living through a reces-
sion. Of course, Erdrich’s own Indige-
nous roots and ownership of an inde-
pendent bookstore play large, along 
with sugar beets and fracking. Also, 
“James,” Percival Everett’s National 
Book Award-winning reimagining 
of Mark Twain’s “The Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn,” will keep you 
reading into the night.

For aging hippie music lovers, two 
books stand out this year: “The MC5: 
An Oral Biography of America’s Most 
Revolutionary Band,” compiled, edit-
ed and written by a legendary editor of 
Creem magazine, Jaan Uhelszski, and 
respected rock writer Brad Tolinski, 
who shepherded the unfinished man-
uscript of the late Ben Edmonds into 
print.

On the softer side, “Traveling: On 

Big stocking stuffers: Books for all the readers on your list
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ARIES (March 21-April 19): Renowned composer 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart had a sister nicknamed 
Nannerl. During their childhoods, she was as much 
a musical prodigy as he. They toured Europe 
performing together, playing harpsichord and 
piano. Some critics regarded her as the superior 
talent. But her parents ultimately decided it was 
unseemly for her, as a female, to continue her 
development as a genius. She was forcibly retired 
so she could learn housekeeping and prepare for 
marriage. Is there a part of your destiny, Aries, 
that resembles Nannerl’s? Has some of your 
brilliance been suppressed or denied? The coming 
months will be an excellent time to recover and 
revive it.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Do you know if you have 
any doppelgangers, Taurus? I bet you will meet 
one in the coming weeks. How about soul friends, 
alter egos or evil twins? If there’s no one like that 
in your life right now, they may arrive soon. And 
if you already know such people, I suspect your 
relationships will grow richer. Mirror magic and 
shadow vision are in the works! I’m guessing you 
will experience the best, most healing kind of 
double trouble. Substitutes and stand-ins will have 
useful offers and tempting alternatives. Parallel 
realities may come leaking through into your 
reality. Opportunities for symbiosis and synergy 
will be at an all-time high. Sounds like wild fun!

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Humans have been eating 
a wide range of oranges since ancient times. 
Among the most popular types in modern times is 
the navel orange. It’s large, seedless, sweet, juicy 
and easy to peel. But it didn’t exist until the 1820s, 
when a genetic mutation in a single tree in Brazil 
spawned this new variety. Eventually, the navel 
became a revolutionary addition to the orange 
family. I foresee a metaphorically comparable 
development in your life during the coming 
months, Gemini. An odd tweak or interesting 
glitch could lead to a highly favorable expansion of 
possibilities. Be alert for it.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Cancerian, you are a 
finalist for our Most Resourceful and Successful 
Survivor of the Year trophy. If you take a brief trip 
to hell in the next two weeks, you could assure 
your victory. But wait! Let me be more exact: 
“Hell” is incorrect terminology; I just used it for 
shock effect. The fact is that “hell” is a religious 
invention that mischaracterizes the true nature 
of the realm of mystery, shadows and fertile 
darkness. In reality, the nether regions can be 
quite entertaining and enriching if you cultivate 
righteous attitudes. What are those attitudes? 
A frisky curiosity to learn truths you have been 
ignorant about, a brave resolve to unearth 
repressed feelings and hidden yearnings, and 
a drive to rouse spiritual epiphanies that aren’t 
available when you’re in the trance of everyday 
consciousness.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): In my astrological opinion, 
you need and deserve big doses of fun, play, 
pleasure and love. Amusement and enchantment, 
too, as well as excitement, hilarity and delight. 
I trust you will schedule a series of encounters 
and adventures that provide you with a surplus of 
these necessary resources. Can you afford a new 
toy or two? Or a romantic getaway to a sanctuary 
of adoration? Or a smart gamble that will attract a 
stream of rosy luck into your vicinity? I suggest you 
be audacious in seeking the sweet, rich feelings 
you require.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): December will be Home 
Enhancement Month for you Virgos. Get started 
immediately! I’ll offer tips for how to proceed and 
ask you to dream up your own ideas. 1. Phase 
out décor or accessories that no longer embody 
the style of who you have become. 2. Add new 
décor and accessories that will inspire outbreaks 
of domestic bliss. 3. Encourage everyone in 
your household to contribute creative ideas to 
generate mutual enhancement. 4. Perform a 
blessing ritual that will raise the spiritual vibes. 5. 
Invite your favorite people over and ask them to 

shower your abode with blessings. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Libran songwriter and 
producer Kevin MacLeod has composed more 
than 2,000 pieces of music — and given all of 
them away for free. That’s why his work is so 
widespread. It has been featured in thousands 
of films and millions of YouTube videos. His 
composition “Monkeys Spinning Monkeys” has 
been played on TikTok more than 31 billion times. 
(PS: He has plenty of money, in part because 
so many appreciative people give him free-will 
donations through his Patreon page.) I propose 
we make him your inspirational role model in the 
coming weeks and months, Libra. How could you 
parlay your generosity and gifts into huge benefits 
for yourself?

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): According to my 
grandmother, I have such a mellifluous voice that 
I should have pursued a career as a newscaster 
or DJ on the radio. In eighth grade, my science 
teacher admired my work and urged me to become 
a professional biologist. When I attended Duke 
University, my religious studies professor advised 
me to follow his path. Over the years, many others 
have offered their opinions about who I should be. 
As much as I appreciated their suggestions, I have 
always trusted one authority: my muses. In the 
coming weeks and months, Scorpio, you may also 
receive abundant advice about your best possible 
path. You may be pressured to live up to others’ 
expectations. But I encourage you to do as I have 
done. Trust your inner advisers.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): I invite you to get 
a head start on formulating your New Year’s 
resolutions. Jan. 1 is a good time to instigate 
robust new approaches to living your life, but the 
coming weeks will be an even better time for you 
Sagittarians. To get yourself in the mood, imagine 
you have arrived at day zero, year one. Simulate 
the feeling of being empty and open and fertile. 
Imagine that nothing binds or inhibits you. Assume 
that the whole world is eager to know what you 
want. Act as if you have nothing to prove to anyone 
and everything to gain by being audacious and 
adventurous.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): There was a long period 
when many popular songs didn’t come to a distinct 
end. Instead, they faded out. The volume would 
gradually diminish as a catchy riff repeated over 
and over again. As you approach a natural climax 
to one of your cycles, Capricorn, I recommend 
that you borrow the fade-out as a metaphorical 
strategy. In my astrological opinion, it’s best not to 
finish abruptly. See if you can create a slow, artful 
ebb or a gradual, graceful dissolution.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): When he was young, 
Aquarian musician and sound engineer Norio Ohga 
wrote a critical letter to the electronics company 
now known as Sony. He complained in detail 
about the failings of its products. Instead of being 
defensive, executives at the company heeded 
Ohga’s suggestions for improvement. They even 
hired him as an employee and ultimately made him 
president of the company at age 40. He went on to 
have a stellar career as an innovator. In the spirit 
of the Sony executives, I recommend that you 
seek feedback and advice from potential helpers 
who are the caliber of Ohga. The information you 
gather in the coming weeks could prove to be 
highly beneficial.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): What would your 
paradise look and feel like? If you could remake 
the world to suit your precise needs for maximum 
freedom, well-being and inspiration, what changes 
would you instigate? Now is an excellent time 
to ponder these possibilities, Pisces. You have 
more ability than usual to shape and influence 
the environments where you hang out. A good 
way to rouse this power is to imagine your ideal 
conditions. Be bold and vivid. Amuse yourself with 
extravagant and ebullient fantasies as you envision 
your perfect world.

Jonesin' Crossword                                       By Matt Jones

“Cast and Crew” -- 
double examples.
by Matt Jones
© 2024 Matt Jones

ACROSS
1. McEntire of 
“Happy’s Place”
5. Backup idea
10. Racetrack gait
14. Alternatives to 
lagers
15. Indian currency
16. Water conveyor
17. Group of British 
whales covered in 
Band-Aids?
19. “You ___” 
(Burger King ad 
campaign)
20. Outdoor dining 
arrangement
21. Chinese zodiac 
sign
23. Accelerated
24. Dog-walker’s 
item
25. Prescription 
sleep aid
28. Word sung 
before “dear [insert 
name here]”
31. “La ___” 
(Debussy opus)
32. Celery portion
34. Spine-tingling
35. ___-Z (old 
Camaro model)
37. Swung around a 
pivot
39. Take time off
40. Head & 
Shoulders target
42. Inherited factors
44. Actor 
Mahershala
45. Secluded spot
47. “___... on the 
side of my face” (line 
from “Clue”)
49. Cow, in Cannes
50. Equipment
51. Pyongyang’s 
country, in some 
headlines

53. Shout at some 
parties
57. Overnight ___
58. What to do in the 
search bar to get 
the latest scores?
60. One T of 
“ST:TNG”
61. Tiniest bit
62. Vacillate
63. Crafter’s website
64. Cowboy’s 
catcher
65. Till filler

DOWN
1. “Mean Girls” star 
Reneй
2. Late “First Lady 
of Children’s Folk 
Songs” Jenkins
3. Rhythm
4. St. Francis’s home
5. Puts forward
6. Drawn in
7. Scheduled mtg.
8. “The Matrix” 

protagonist
9. Two-___ 
(apartment spec, 
slangily)
10. Classic 
skateboarding 
magazine
11. Nightmare that 
keeps you tossing 
and turning?
12. 1952 Olympics 
host city
13. Prom attendee, 
usually
18. Overdrinks
22. Taxi posting
24. Compare (to)
25. “Weird Al” 
Yankovic’s “___ 
Paradise”
26. Thanks, in 
Quebec
27. Ballots using 
really wide sheets of 
paper?
28. Bandit’s kid
29. Supermarket 

section
30. Some coolers
33. Aquarium growth
36. Cloudless 
forecast
38. Lets have the 
last word
41. Treasure hunter’s 
step
43. Acronym for 
a lawsuit filed to 
silence or intimidate 
opponents
46. “___ it be?”
48. Dry creek bed
50. Shot
51. Memo
52. Mario ___ 
(Nintendo series)
53. Aquatherapy 
locales
54. Press clothes
55. Eyelid nuisance
56. Those, to Jose
59. “Motion 
approved”

©2020 Jonesin' Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)           Answers on page 30

SUDOKU Beginner

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked 
from the moment you square off, so sharpen 
your pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the 
test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve 
a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill 
each row, column and box. Each number can 
appear only once in each row, column and 
box. You can figure out the order in which 
the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle!

Go to RealAstrology.com to check out Rob Brezsny’s EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES and DAILY TEXT 
MESSAGE HOROSCOPES. The audio horoscopes are also available by phone at 1-877-873-4888 or 1-900-950-7700.

Free Will Astrology By Rob Brezsny                         Nov. 27-Dec. 3, 2024
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Sunday, Dec. 1
“A Course in Miracles” Study Group, with Dan and 
Carol Maynard - Noon. Unity Spiritual Center, 
2395 Washington Road, Lansing. unitylansing.org.

“A Joyful Line” - Dorothy Hughes Engelman 
exhibits her zentangle-inspired art at the 
Okemos Library through Dec. 31. Noon-6 p.m. 
4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/okemos.

“A Very Williamston Christmas” - 2 p.m. William-
ston Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., Williamston. 
517-655-7469. williamstontheatre.org.

Bottle and Can Collection for Eastern Ingham 
Farmers Market - We collect your Michigan-re-
turnable bottles and cans from your trunk while 
you stay warm in your vehicle. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
McCormick Park, 123 High St., Williamston. 
easterninghamfarmersmarket.org.

Euchre - 6 p.m. Esquire Bar, 1250 Turner St., 
Lansing. 517-487-5338.

First Start Sunday - Monthly blacksmithing 
workshop for beginners, featuring a shop tour, 
lessons on safety and technique, and a take-

home project. 2 p.m. Artfire Michigan, 4567 
Churchill Road, Leslie. artfiremichigan.com.

FREE Gentle Nidra Yoga Class - Designed for 
all levels to ease you into deep relaxation and 
stillness. Noon. Firefly Hot Yoga Barre, 118 S. 
Washington Square, Lansing. fireflyhotyogabar-
refitness.com.

GLAD Drum Circle - We offer a welcoming space 
for all, from beginners to advanced drummers. 
Bring your own drum or borrow one! 2-4 p.m. 
Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
facebook.com/GreaterLansingAreaDrummers.

Harmony Sundays - Weekly DJ event featuring 
Aura the Brave and special guests. 9 p.m. Mac’s 
Bar, 2700 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-484-
6795. instagram.com/macsbarmsu.

JUGGLERS AND WOULD-BE JUGGLERS - Jugglers 
meet at the Orchard Street Pump House 2 
p.m. Sundays. 368 Orchard St., East Lansing. 
mikemarhanka@gmail.com.

MSU Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Lindenwood University - 4 
p.m. Munn Ice Arena, 509 Birch Road, East Lansing. 
msuspartans.com/sports/mens-ice-hockey.

protection or purchase them for a small fee. 
Youth need adult accompaniment. 6-9 p.m. 
Artfire Michigan, 4567 Churchill Road, Leslie. 
artfiremichigan.com.

Friday, Nov. 29
Aaron Johnson at the Peanut Barrel - 8 p.m. 521 
E. Grand River Ave., East Lansing. 517-351-0608. 
peanutbarrel.com.

“A Very Williamston Christmas” - 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
Williamston Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., William-
ston. 517-655-7469. williamstontheatre.org.

Michigan Made Holiday Exhibition & Market - 
Shop for fine art and creative gifts by more 
than 50 Michigan artists! 3-7 p.m. Lansing Art 
Gallery, 300 S. Washington Square, Lansing. 
lansingartgallery.org.

MSU Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Lindenwood University 
- 7 p.m. Munn Ice Arena, 509 Birch Road, East 
Lansing. msuspartans.com/sports/mens-ice-
hockey.

TGIF Black Friday Turkey Burn-Off Dance Party 
- Doors open at 7 p.m., line dance lesson at 7:15 
p.m., dance 8 p.m.-midnight. Coffee and water 
provided, free refills on soft drinks, cash/credit 
bar. Eagle Eye Golf & Banquet Center, 15500 
Chandler Road, Bath. tgifdance.com.

Saturday, Nov. 30
Aaron Johnson at El Azteco East - 9 p.m. 225 
Ann St., East Lansing. 517-351-9111. facebook.
com/elaztecoeast.

“A Joyful Line” - Dorothy Hughes Engelman ex-
hibits her original zentangle-inspired art at the 
Okemos Library through Dec. 31. 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 
4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/okemos.

“A Very Williamston Christmas” - 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
Williamston Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., William-
ston. 517-655-7469. williamstontheatre.org.

Emilio Pino Bookend Gallery Display - Enjoy 
Pino’s paintings during the month of November. 
Noon-2 p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., 
Haslett. cadl.org/about/our-locations/haslett.

Handmade Evergreen Wreath Workshop - Create 
a wreath using fresh-cut greens! This class 
typically fills up fast. Registration req. Noon. 
Van Atta’s Greenhouse, 9008 Old M-78, Bath. 
vanattas.com.

Holiday Market - Shop for handmade gifts, one-
of-a-kind items, fresh Christmas trees, wreaths 
and so much more! 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Beach Mar-
ket, 120 W. Lovett St., Charlotte. facebook.com/
MICharlotteRising.

Meridian Township Farmers Market - 10 am.-2 
p.m. Meridian Mall, 1982 W. Grand River Ave., 
Okemos. 517-712-2395. meridian.mi.us/Farmers-
Market.

Michigan Made Holiday Exhibition & Market - 
Shop for fine art and creative gifts by more 
than 50 Michigan artists! 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery, 300 S. Washington Square, Lansing. 
lansingartgallery.org.

MSU Football vs. Rutgers University - 3:30 p.m. 
Spartan Stadium, 325 W. Shaw Lane, East Lan-
sing. msuspartans.com/sports/football.

Wednesday, Nov. 27
“A Joyful Line” - Dorothy Hughes Engelman exhibits 
her zentangle-inspired art at the Okemos Library 
through Dec. 31. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, 
Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmialanon.
org.

Emilio Pino Bookend Gallery Display - Enjoy Pino’s 
paintings during the month of November. Noon-4 
p.m. Haslett Library, 1590 Franklin St., Haslett. cadl.
org/about/our-locations/haslett.

Fitness Over 50! Exercise Group - The Meridian 
Township Parks and Recreation Stretch and Flex 
Exercise group exercises at Central Park Pavilion. 
9-10 a.m. 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos. meridian-
50plus.com.

JP & The Energy Pre-Thanksgiving Bash at Mash 
Bar - 9 p.m. 212 Albert Ave., East Lansing. 517-858-
2100. mashbar.net.

Lansing Live Open Stage Night - Whether you’re 
experienced or just starting out, the stage is open 
to all. Not a performer? Enjoy dinner, drinks and 
live music. No cover, all ages welcome. 6 p.m. 
UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeatev-
ents.com.

Mixed Flavors at the Irish Pub - 9 p.m. 1910 W. 
Saginaw St., Lansing. 517-253-8713. facebook.com/
IrishPubLansing.

Mindfulness Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh tra-
dition - All are welcome to join our weekly practice! 
7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd., Lansing. lamcsangha.wordpress.
com.

MSU Women’s Volleyball vs. Northwestern 
University - 6 p.m. Breslin Center, 534 Birch 
Road, East Lansing. msuspartans.com/sports/
womens-volleyball.

Weaving the Web: Life After Death - Join us online 
or in person every Wednesday for discussions, 
rituals, meditations and more! 6 p.m. Weavers 
of the Web, 809 Center St., Lansing. weaversoft-
heweb.org.

Thursday, Nov. 28
2024 Feast of Gratitudes - Potluck feast to 
celebrate gratitude, warmth and community. 
We’ll prepare turkeys in two different styles. A 
sign-up sheet is posted in the library and on our 
website for you to let us know what you’d like to 
bring. 4-7 p.m. Weavers of the Web, 809 Center 
St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6:45 p.m. Mason Sparrow 
Urgent Care, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. 
cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. Eastminster Presby-
terian Church, 1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
cmialanon.org.

Community Thanksgiving Meal - Menu includes 
turkey, ham, mashed potatoes and gravy, cran-
berry sauce, stuffing, green bean casserole and 
pie. Free and open to the public. Noon-2 p.m. 
Cristo Rey Community Center, 1717 N. High St., 
Lansing. cristoreycommunity.org.

Thursday Night Open Forge - Try your hand at 
blacksmithing! Bring your own ear and eye 

28 www.lansingcitypulse.com City Pulse • February 9, 2022 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar 
at lansingcitypulse.

com. Deadline is 5 p.m. 
Wednesdays for the 

following week’s issue. 
Charges may apply for paid 
events to appear in print. If 
you need assistance, please 

call Suzi at 
(517) 999-6704.

Wednesday, February 9
AFP-CAC February Program: Learn to 
Network Like a Expert - 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Impression 5 Science Center, 200 Museum 
Dr., Lansing. community.afpglobal.org

Allen Farmers Market - 3-6 p.m. Allen 
Market Place, 1611 E Kalamazoo, Lansing. 

Battle of the Books: Virtual Author 
Visit!  - One of this year’s Battle authors 
will be joining us via Zoom for a chat and 
Q&A! 6:30-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District 
Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. Grand Ledge. 

517-627-7014. gladl.org

“Best Books” Tiny Art Show - Pick up 
your Tiny Art Kit starting Feb. 1. 10 a.m.-9 
p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 
E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Blind Date with a Book - Adults and 
Teens: through Feb. 13. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. 517-627-7014. gladl.org 

The Elements Series: Water - 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Nelson Gallery, 113 S. Washington Sq., 
Lansing. thenelsongallery.com. 

Hidden Hearts - We’ve lost our hearts-- 
can you help us find them hiding in the 
library?  10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St. gladl.org

MILibraryQuest - Mystery Edition 2022
- for teens. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Grand Ledge Area 
District Library, 131 E. Jefferson St., Grand 
Ledge. milibraryquest.wixsite.com. 

Our Beautiful World Art Show 2022 - 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Framer’s Edge and Gallery, 1856 
West Grand River Avenue, Okemos. 517-347-
7400. framersedge.net. 

Studio Squad - Calling all creative kids 
ages 9–12! 4:30-5:30 p.m. Eli and Edythe 
Broad Art Museum, 547 E Circle Dr, East 
Lansing. 517-884-4800. 50807. 

Threads of Wisdom - In-person or Zoom 
for a discussion of the Altar. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Weavers of the Web, 809 Center St Ste 7, 
Lansing. 517-657-5800. weaversoftheweb.org. 

Thursday, February 10
East Lansing Roller Derby Basic Skills 
Boot Camp - 8-10 p.m. Court One Training 
Center, 7868 Old M-78, East Lansing. 

Lobby Hero - 7-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

“Some Avail” Exhibition Opening with 
Artist Andrew Rieder - Join us for 
the opening reception in our new space 
at the Knapp’s Building! 6-8 p.m. Lansing 
Art Gallery & Education Center, 300 S. 
Washington Sq., Ste 100. 517-374-6400. 

Stitch ‘n Bitch - Come hang out with some 
fellow stitching witches!  5-8 p.m. Keys To 
Manifestation, 809 Center Street, Suite 7, 
Lansing. 517-974-5540. manifestlansing.com. 

Switch Gaming - Grab your Nintendo 
Switch, or play ours! All skill levels welcome! 
6-8 p.m. Grand Ledge Area District Library, 
131 E. Jefferson St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org

Symphony Band - MSU College of Music.  
7:30-8:30 p.m.  Info at music.msu.edu/

Friday, February 11
Fairytale Science - 9:45 a.m. Impression 
5 Science Center, 200 Museum Dr, Lansing. 
517-485-8116. impression5.org. 

Lobby Hero - 8-9:30 p.m. Riverwalk 
Theatre, 228 Museum Dr, Lansing. 517-482-
5700. www.riverwalktheatre.com. 

Make & Take Pop Up: Screen Printing 
Bookmark - ? 12-3 p.m. MSU Main Library, 
East Lansing. lib.msu.edu. 

Mid-Michigan Women’s Expo - Feb. 11-13, 
Lansing Center, 333 E Michigan Ave, Lansing. 
kohlerexpo.com. 

TGIF Dance Party -  Everyone welcome! 
7-11:59 p.m. 15500 Chandler Rd., Bath. 734-
604-5095. tgifdance.com

        See Events on page 29

OUT TOWNon 
the

Events & Happenings in Lansing This Week

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

LIVE + LOCAL
B&I Bar
5247 Old Lansing Rd., Lansing
Devyn Mitchell
Thurs., Feb. 10, 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Darin Larner 
Sat. Feb. 12, 8-11 p.m..

Blue Owl
1149 S Washington, Lansing
Elden Kelly and Gregg Hill
Thurs., Feb. 10, 6-8 p.m.

Classic Pub & Grill
16219 N. US 27, Lansing
New Rule
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Medusa
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Eaton Rapids Craft Co.
204 N. Main St., Eaton Rapids
Russ Holcomb  
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Jamison Livingston
Sat. Feb. 12, 7-10 p.m. 

Green Door 
2005 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing
Frog and the Beeftones
Fri., Feb. 11, 8:30 p.m.
Grady Hall & the Disciples of Funk 
Sat., Feb. 12, 8:30 p.m.

Lansing Brewing Company
518 E. Shiawassee St., Lansing
Jimmy Likes Pie 
Fri., Feb. 12, 7-11 p.m.

Urban Beat
1213 N. Turner St., Lansing
Brandon Rose & Soul Therapy
Fri., Feb. 11, 7-10 p.m.
Terri Davis-Hayden
Sat., Feb. 12, 7-9 p.m.

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 26

Mid-Michigan 
Women's Expo

Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Lansing Center
333 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing

The Mid-Michigan Women’s expo is happening at Lansing 
Center all weekend long. There are hundreds of exhibits 
and shopping options, as well as seminars to attend. From 
cosmetics to home decor, the expo has all the works — re-
gardless of what you’re looking to find. Everything is aimed 
at providing women and their families with both entertain-
ment and education. Concessions will also be available. Face 
coverings are encouraged, but not required. Tickets are $10, 
and can be purchased at the door or online. 

Events must be entered 
through the calendar at 

lansingcitypulse.com. 
Deadline is 4 p.m. Wednesday 
for the upcoming Wednesday 
edition. Charges may apply 
for paid events to appear in 
print. If you need assistance, 

please call Nicole at 
(517) 999-5066.

The Black Santa 
Experience

1-7 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 30
The Venue by Eleven 11 Events
5660 W. Saginaw Hwy., Lansing

The Black Santa Experience, a 
culturally inclusive holiday event for 
Black youth and families, returns for 
its third year 1 to 7 p.m. Saturday 
(Nov. 30) at the Venue by Eleven 
11 Events. It will be held on Small 
Business Saturday, offering a holi-
day marketplace highlighting local 
Black-owned businesses as well as 
live holiday music by Transcendence 
Performing Arts Center’s Vocal En-
semble; a silent auction; the unveiling 
of a new Black Santa Experience-in-
spired work by Michigan artist Mila 
Lynn, prints of which will be avail-
able for purchase; live caricatures by 
Lynn; face painting; arts and crafts; 
and, of course, the opportunity to visit 
with Black Santa, played by George 
Smithers, a graduate of the Charles 
W. Howard Santa Claus School in 
Midland. Professional photo packag-
es are available for purchase.

New this year is a pancake break-
fast with Santa from 9 to 11 a.m. at One North Kitchen and Bar. Each child will 
receive a photo with Santa and a special gift bag, and each family will receive free 
entry to the main event. Tickets are $35 for the first registered child and $25 for each 
additional child. Parent tickets are $15.

“We are so proud to once again bring the Black Santa Experience to Lansing for 
our third year. We are committed to giving mid-Michigan a Santa experience like no 
other, and we appreciate every Black-owned business that joins us on this incredi-
ble day,” event founder Karla Wagner said.

Admission to the event is $5 per person or $15 per family at the doors. The first 
100 attendees will receive a free swag bag. To register for the pancake breakfast or 
a photo session, visit theblacksantaexperiencetm.com.

See Events, Page 29
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Red Cedar Quaker Friends Worship - A loving, 
peaceful community. Non-dogmatic. Live your 
values. 10:30 a.m. 1400 Turner St., Lansing. redce-
darfriends.org/join-us-for-worship.

River Walk Trash Cleanup - Pick up the trash on 
the Lansing River Trail and around our building. 
We’ll walk for about 30 minutes, then head back 
to the building for disposal and cleanup. 11 a.m. 
Keys to Manifestation, 809 Center St., Lansing. 
manifestlansing.com.

Summerlands Sunday Brunch - Noon-4 p.m. 
Summerlands Brewing Co., 1957 Cedar St., Holt. 
facebook.com/summerlandsbrewing.

Monday, Dec. 2
“A Joyful Line” - Dorothy Hughes Engelman 
exhibits her zentangle-inspired art at the Okemos 
Library through Dec. 31. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 4321 Oke-
mos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
okemos.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, 6500 Amwood Drive, Lansing. cmialanon.org.

Beginning Salsa Group Dance Class - Eight-week 
class. 8 p.m. Michigan Athletic Club, 2900 Hannah 
Blvd., East Lansing. To register, call 517-364-8800.

Bingo Night at Summerlands Brewing Co. - Free to 
play, with fun prizes every game! 8-9:30 p.m. 1957 
Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/summerlands-
brewing.

Blue Mondays - Jazz Bassist John Clayton per-
forms. Light refreshments will be provided. Doors 
5 p.m., show 6 p.m. MSUFCU Headquarters Build-
ing 2, 3899 Coolidge Road, East Lansing. msufcu.
org/bluemondays.

Broadway Jazz Dance for Teens & Adults - 15-week 
class, meets biweekly. 7 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Crafty Story Time - Preschool-aged children 
and their caregivers can enjoy fun activities, 

stories and a craft. 11 a.m. Charlotte Community 
Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. charlotteli-
brary.org.

Finance Committee - 6 p.m. Laingsburg City Hall, 
114 Woodhull St., Laingsburg. laingsburg.us.

Improv Acting for Teens & Adults - 15-week class, 
meets biweekly. 8:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Jazz/Ballet II for Kids - 15-week class. Ages 
9-13. 4 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 
Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhala-
center.com.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Fall Art Show - 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Neighborhood Empowerment Center, 600 
W. Maple St., Lansing. midmichiganartguild.org.

Open Mic Night, hosted by Kathy Ford - 6:30-9:30 
p.m. One North Kitchen & Bar, 5001 W. Saginaw 
Hwy., Lansing. 517-901-5001. onenorthdining.com.

“The Quest: A Journey of Spiritual Rediscovery” 
Zoom Book Study, with Jeff Benoit - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 
177 417 886. Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Ruhala Broadway Ensemble for All Ages - 15-
week class, meets biweekly. 5:30 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Vive la France - Embark on a musical journey to 
France and immerse yourself in vibrant chamber 
works by the world’s finest composers. 7:30 
p.m. Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium Road, 
East Lansing. music.msu.edu.

Tuesday, Dec. 3
“A Course in Miracles” Discussion Group, with 
Lisa Schmidt - 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. 
Passcode: 601744. unitylansing.org.

Acting 101 for Teens & Adults - 15-week class, 
meets biweekly. 7 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lan-
sing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults - 
15-week class, meets biweekly. 8 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, 
East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY
LEGAL AD NOTICE: VARIANCE REQUEST 24-12

6499 HEATHFIELD DR.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2024

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
LEGAL NOTICE

Variance Request 24-12
6499 Heathfield Drive

Public Hearing
Notice is hereby given that the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Charter Township of Meridian 
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, December 18, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. in the Meridian 
Municipal Building, Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI, 48864 (phone 
517.853.4560) to hear all persons interested in a variance request from Maya Murshak & 
Steven Parks. The applicant is proposing to construct a single family home within the front 
yard setback and grading within the wetland setback along with a deck that encroach into 
the wetland setback at 6499 Heathfield Drive. The subject site is zoned RAA, Single Family.  
Information may be examined at the Department of Community Planning and Development, 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864-1198, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Written comments may be sent prior to the public 
hearing to the Zoning Board of Appeals, Charter Township of Meridian, 5151 Marsh Road, 
Okemos, Michigan, 48864, or by email to chapman@meridian.mi.us, or at the public 
hearing.

Angela Demas
Township Clerk

CP#24-749

Williamston Theatre’s Christmas play is so Lansing
By CHELSEA LAKE ROBERTS

For most of us, a “Christmas play” 
conjures images of old men being 
visited by ghosts and rosy-cheeked 
children peacefully opening pres-
ents on Christmas morning. Christ-
mas shows are meant to be nice, 
but they can feel like sugar 
scrub in a wound for those 
of us with more savory, 
even salty feelings about 
the holidays. 

If you’re also eagerly 
awaiting the arrival of Dec. 
26, run, don’t walk, to the 
triumphant return of Wil-
liamston Theatre’s “A Very 
Williamston Christmas,” a 
holiday show for the rest of 
us that had my companion and me 
rolling in our seats, bracing for the 
next laugh during a 90-minute send-
up of a Hallmark movie that clocks 

lightning speeds and delivers what 
many real-life Christmas-
es only wish they could: A 
room full of people having 
a genuinely great time to-
gether. 

Comedies have to be 
fast to be funny, and this 

show has inspired 
me to introduce a 
new metric into the 
Lansing theater re-
view lexicon: JPM, 
or jokes per minute. 
You won’t be wait-
ing for a laugh, but 
your knee might 
get sore from invol-
untary slapping. 

“Do I have to 
know anything about Williamston 
to enjoy the show?” a friend of mine 
asked as I pressured her to buy a tick-
et during a post-Silver Bells brunch. 

“A Very Williamston 
Christmas”  
Through Dec. 29
No show Thursday, Nov. 28
7:30 p.m. Friday-Saturday   
2 p.m. Thursday, Saturday-
Sunday; Friday, Nov. 29
Williamston Theatre 
122 S. Putnam St., Williamston   
williamstontheatre.org 

Photo by Chris Purchis

Patrick Loos as Mr. Earde, Nick Yocum as George, Dani Cochrane as Felice and 
Emily Sutton-Smith as Old Woman in Williamston Theatre’s production of “A Very 
Williamston Christmas.” 

See Events, Page 30

Definitely not — you need only un-
derstand the premise. As I described 
it, “A big city woman comes home to 
her small town for Christmas, and 
her world turns upside down. Except 
the big city is Lansing.” My friends 
were laughing already, and if I could 
have pulled out their phones and pur-
chased tickets for them right then and 
there, I would have.

The show is successful for so many 
reasons, from the razor-sharp script 
to the superb stage talent to the im-
peccable technical execution. Beyond 

all this, it reflects our lives back to us 
in a way that’s universal — within the 
mid-Michigan region, at least. It’s 
not only a treat for people who love 
theater; it’s a great introduction to 
the caliber of shows that happen in 
Williamston all year long. The com-
pany has once again mounted a triple 
threat, with script, acting and scenic 
elements working together in a way 
that delivers comfort, community 
and honest-to-God hilarity at a time 
when we all could use a night of very 
serious laughter.

Events
from page 28

Review
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“A Joyful Line” - Dorothy Hughes Engelman exhibits 
her original zentangle-inspired art at the Okemos 
Library through Dec. 31. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 4321 Okemos 
Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-locations/
okemos.

Al-Anon Meeting - 9 a.m. Alano Club South, 3500 S. 
Cedar St., Lansing. cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 7 p.m. St. Jude Church, 801 N. 
Bridge St., DeWitt. cmialanon.org.

Alex Anest Trio - Set features original tunes as 
well as works by the likes of Duke Pearson, Emily 
Remler and Herbie Hancock. Lineup includes Jim 
Alfredson on organ and Jeff Shoup on drums. 7 
p.m. Moriarty’s Pub, 802 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing. 
anestmusic.com.

Beginning American-Style Rhumba Group Dance 
Class - Eight-week class. 8 p.m. Michigan Athletic 
Club, 2900 Hannah Blvd., East Lansing. To register, 
call 517-364-8800.

Giving Tuesday Play-A-Thon - Featuring staged 
readings of three plays: a surprise adaptation of 
a classic mystery at 11 a.m., John Logan’s “Red” 
at 3 p.m. and Kristin Stewart’s “It’s Just Walking” 

at 7 p.m. Williamston Theatre, 122 S. Putnam St., 
Williamston. williamstontheatre.org.

Intermediate Ballet for Teens & Adults - 15-week 
class, meets biweekly. 5:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Level I Dance for Kids - 15-week class. Ages 5-8. 4 
p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Fall Art Show - 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Neighborhood Empowerment Center, 600 W. Maple 
St., Lansing. midmichiganartguild.org.

MSU Mosaic and Singing Spartans - Two choral 
ensembles perform a variety of gems from around 
the world, both historical and contemporary. 7:30 
p.m. Fairchild Theatre, 542 Auditorium Road, East 
Lansing. music.msu.edu.

Preteen Reads Book Club - Each participant reads 
the same book beforehand and comes to the meet-
ing ready to chat, eat snacks and have book-related 
fun. Grades 4-6. Registration req. 6 p.m. Charlotte 
Community Library, 226 S. Bostwick St., Charlotte. 
charlottelibrary.org.

“The Quest: A Journey of Spiritual Rediscovery” 
Book Study, with Rev. Sharon Ketchum - 1:30 p.m. 
Unity Spiritual Center, 2395 Washington Road, 
Lansing. 517-371-3010. unitylansing.org.

Summerlands Karaoke Night - Family-friendly until 
9:30 p.m. Enjoy food and beverages, both alco-
holic and nonalcoholic. 7:30-11 p.m. Summerlands 
Brewing Co., 1957 Cedar St., Holt. facebook.com/
summerlandsbrewing.

Toastmaster Meeting - We welcome guests who 
wish to learn and practice public speaking and lead-
ership skills. 6:30 p.m. Downtown Lansing Library, 
401 S. Capitol Ave., Lansing. capitalcitytoastmas-
ters.toastmastersclubs.org.

Trivia at Lansing Shuffle - 7:30-9 p.m. 325 Riverfront 
Drive, Lansing. 517-940-4365. lansingshuffle.com.

Wednesday, Dec. 4
“A Course of Love” Zoom Discussion Group, with Lu-
cille Olson and Bill Dietrich - Group reads a section 
of the book each week and discusses the insightful 
ideas. 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 177 417 886. Passcode: 
601744. unitylansing.org.

Acting & Glee Music Class for Kids - 15-week class. 
Ages 5-12. 4:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

“A Joyful Line” - Dorothy Hughes Engelman exhibits 
her zentangle-inspired art at the Okemos Library 
through Dec. 31. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 4321 Okemos Road, 
Okemos. cadl.org/about/our-locations/okemos.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6 p.m. Okemos Community 
Church, 4734 Okemos Road, Okemos. cmialanon.
org.

Beginning Ballet for Adults - 6:45 p.m. The Studio 
Performing Arts Center, 5015 Park Lake Road, East 
Lansing. 517-336-4088. dancesingact.com.

Beginning Tap Dance for Teens & Adults - 7:45 p.m. 
The Studio Performing Arts Center, 5015 Park 
Lake Road, East Lansing. 517-336-4088. dancesin-
gact.com.

Broad Underground: Video Art Class Projects - 
MSU Department of Art, Art History, and Design 
students present their final video art class 
projects! 7 p.m. (SCENE) Metrospace, 110 Charles 
St., East Lansing. broadmuseum.msu.edu.

Broadway Jazz Dance for Teens & Adults - 
15-week class, meets biweekly. 7 p.m. Ruhala 
Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East 
Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Improv Acting for Teens & Adults - 15-week class, 
meets biweekly. 8:30 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Lansing Live Open Stage Night - Whether you’re 

experienced or just starting out, the stage is open 
to all. Not a performer? Enjoy dinner, drinks and 
live music. No cover, all ages welcome. 6 p.m. 
UrbanBeat, 1213 Turner St., Lansing. urbanbeate-
vents.com.

Michigan Young Birders Network Virtual Meeting - 
Free, virtual networking group for individuals ages 
13-18 interested in birding. 7 p.m. Zoom ID: 946 
4329 0865. Password: Chickadee. michiganaudu-
bon.org/learn/young-birders.

Mid-Michigan Art Guild Fall Art Show - 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Neighborhood Empowerment Center, 600 W. 
Maple St., Lansing. midmichiganartguild.org.

Mindfulness Meditation in the Thich Nhat Hanh 
tradition - All are welcome to join our weekly 
practice! 7-9 p.m. Van Hanh Temple, 3015 S. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Lansing. lamcsangha.
wordpress.com.

MSU Concert Band and Campus Band - Program 
includes “Feather,” by Danielle Fisher; “Fantasy 
on American Sailing Songs,” by Clare Grundman; 
“Bullets and Bayonets,” by John Philip Sousa; and 
more. 7:30 p.m. Wharton Center, 750 E. Shaw 
Lane, East Lansing. music.msu.edu.

Perler Beads - Explore and create with colorful 
Perler beads! Choose from many patterns or 
create your own. Use string or magnets to turn 
your creations into decorations. Ages 6+. 6 p.m. 
Grand Ledge Area District Library, 131 E. Jeffer-
son St., Grand Ledge. gladl.org.

Tap II for Teens & Adults - 15-week class. 6 p.m. 
Ruhala Performing Arts Center, 1846 Haslett 
Road, East Lansing. 517-337-0464. ruhalacenter.
com.

Weaving the Web: Astrology - Join us online or in 
person every Wednesday for discussions, rituals, 
meditations and more! 6 p.m. Weavers of the 
Web, 809 Center St., Lansing. weaversoftheweb.
org.

Thursday, Dec. 5
Acting 101 for Teens & Adults - 15-week class, 
meets biweekly. 7 p.m. Ruhala Performing Arts 
Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-337-
0464. ruhalacenter.com.

Acting Ensemble Class for Teens & Adults - 15-week 
class, meets biweekly. 8 p.m. Ruhala Performing 
Arts Center, 1846 Haslett Road, East Lansing. 517-
337-0464. ruhalacenter.com.

“A Joyful Line” - Dorothy Hughes Engelman 
exhibits her original zentangle-inspired art at the 
Okemos Library through Dec. 31. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
4321 Okemos Road, Okemos. cadl.org/about/
our-locations/okemos.

Al-Anon Meeting - 6:45 p.m. Mason Sparrow 
Urgent Care, 800 E. Columbia St., Mason. 
cmialanon.org.

Al-Anon Meeting - 8 p.m. Eastminster Presby-
terian Church, 1315 Abbot Road, East Lansing. 
cmialanon.org.

Events
from page 29

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
From Pg. 27

SUDOKU SOLUTION
From Pg. 27

• Top Down Cleaning
• Move In/Move Out 
• New Construction Cleans
• Student Housing

Commercial & residential
cleaning plans for your needs!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
WITH A PERSONAL TOUCH

Call  517-819-3250
for a quote or walk-thru!

maximaids1@gmail.com
www.maximaids.net

ArtByNevin Art_By_Nevin

nevin@nevingraphics.com

517-703-4655 

FREE

1905

Illustrations • Murals • Graphic Design
Signs • Banners • T-Shirts •Logos

As Seen On the Cover of CityPulse

4045 YEARS - 
AGGRESSIVE 
LITIGATION

EFFECTIVE
MEDIATION

INDUSTRIAL HYGIENIST II
Michigan State University has an opening 
for an Industrial Hygienist II in Lansing, MI 
responsible for assistance in maintaining 
compliance with applicable local, state and 
federal regulations pertaining to the use of 
hazardous materials, infectious agents, 
and the operation of high containment 
research facilities. Bachelor’s degree in 
Industrial Hygiene, Occupational 
Health/Safety, Chemistry, Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, Microbiology, Virology or closely 
related and 3 years of experience as 
Epidemiology Laboratory 
Coordinator/Director or Chemist. Any 
applicant who is interested in this position 
should apply to job reference number 
995231 at https://careers.msu.edu/. 

HOMETECH HANDYMAN SERVICE
All Carpentry, Paint, Flooring, and Repairs

Affordable With References, 
Free Estimates (517) 348-6566
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REG.  $39.99 

NOW 
$27.99 

+$5.99  SHIPPING

SAVE OVER 

42%

CALL 877-650-3367 OR VISIT HALEGROVES.COM/H5YP11
Order Item #272X, mention Code H5YP11 for your savings.

*Only $27.99 (reg. $39.99), plus $5.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. 
This gift ships in December at the peak of freshness. Order by Dec. 18, 2024 for GUARANTEED 

Christmas delivery. AZ, CA, TX & LA order by Dec. 12, 2024.

SINCE 1947  -  HALE GROVES, VERO BEACH, FL 32966

Holiday Fruit Assortment

A festive fruit selection perfect for sharing!
This thoughtfully curated gift box is fi lled with a variety of 
handpicked, premium fruits that are perfect for any holiday 
celebration. Bursting with freshness and fl avor, it’s an ideal 
choice for families, friends, or colleagues looking to enjoy 
healthy, delicious treats during the season.

• 1 Ruby Red Grapefruit
• 2 Grove Navel Oranges
• 2 Honey-Sweet Tangerines

• 2 Orchard Apples
• 2 D’anjou Pears
• 4 Petite Navel Oranges

IC: H5YP11

By LIZY FERGUSON
I’m generally against the slang use of 

the word “basic” to mean 
devoid of interest or nu-
ance and, for all intents and 
purposes, lame. When re-
ferring to food, I think syn-
onyms such as “fundamen-
tal” or “essential” are more 
fitting. My recent breakfast 
at Golden Harvest was 
proof of this point. 

Golden Harvest is a 
legendary Lansing fix-
ture that experienced 
some turbulence in the 
past but is still going 
strong, serving up de-
licious and captivating 
breakfast concoctions. 
The restaurant’s no-
torious wait time is a 
consideration if you have somewhere 
urgent to be, but when you see, in the 
totally open kitchen, the love and care 
the cooks put into each plate, you might 
be ready to consider slowing down and 
enjoying a crossword or a conversation. 

It’s worth it.
Amid the vivid and eclectic atmo-

sphere that’s like a really cozy, punk-
rock Bennigan’s (stuff on 
every inch of the walls 
and Beastie Boys blast-
ing from the sound sys-
tem), the always-chang-
ing menu is no different, 
with about 10 options 
to choose from written 
up on whiteboards, each 

priced at $15. There’s 
Cap’n Crunch-coat-
ed French toast, a 
breakfast burrito 
that I’ve loved for 20 
years and specials 
like an omelet with 
butternut squash 
and pesto. 

With all this pull-
ing me in different 

directions, I couldn’t deny that I was 
in the mood for bacon and eggs, so the 
Big Basic it was. Though it was a sim-
ple plate, a very traditional three eggs, 
bacon, sausage, potatoes and toast, 
they were the best versions of those 

five things I’ve had in 
a restaurant in a long 
time. 

I got the eggs over 
medium and they were 
cooked perfectly, with 
deep-yellow, runny 
yolks that were perfect 
for coating my toast, 
big pieces of sour-
dough that actually 
tasted like sourdough. 
The yolks also served 
as a kind of gravy for 
the potatoes. Oh, the 
potatoes! The diced 
redskins were crispy, 
slightly charred in 
places and seasoned 
to the gods with garlic 
and paprika. The bacon 
was thick-cut and of a 
quality you don’t often 
see in a diner, and the 
sausage patties were savory beyond be-
lief. 

Everything was eminently satisfying. 
I demolished my huge plate because it 
was just that good and thought of the 

meal fondly in the days after. If you’re 
in the mood for something special in 
the breakfast department, know that 
the lore of Golden Harvest being the 
best is well earned and still in full effect. 

Golden Harvest boasts the best basic breakfast
City Pulse • March 9, 2022 www.lansingcitypulse.com 35

The DISH: 
Barbequed 
nachos
By CHLOE ALVERSON

Last week, on a deceivingly sunny 
March afternoon, my friend and I were 
exploring Old Town. We chose to eat at 
Meat BBQ. I had been only once before, 
and I enjoyed checking out the Star Wars 
collectables around the restaurant. 

Although I eat meat, I don’t like to 
overindulge. I wanted something I 
hadn’t tried the first time around. I 
opted for a half order of nachos. The 
meat in the nachos — brisket, bacon 
and pork — comes topped with ched-
dar cheese, tomatoes, jalapenos, onions 
and fresh avocado. I asked them to hold 
the jalapeno. Sour cream and Jazzy Q — 
Meat’s sweet and tangy barbecue sauce 
— are drizzled atop the meat and hand-
cut tortilla strips.

When our food came out, I was 
amazed at the portion size of the half 
order. I didn’t know where to start, but 
I knew that I would be getting my hands 
dirty in the process of eating this meal. 
The first bite was amazing, and I was 
instantly satisfied with my choice. The 
juicy meat, paired with the crunch of the 
chip and different sauces, was savory and 
scrumptious. The avocado and tomato 
gave the dish more flavor. It was the per-
fect taste of summer for a cold, windy 
day. 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

FROM 7AM-10PM
809 E Kalamazoo St.

www.artspublansing.com

WHERE LATE NIGHT

MEETS EARLY BIRD

WE ARE HIRING! 
STOP IN TODAY!

Family 
Owned &
Operated

eloasisfood.com

2021

Best Food Truck
Best Tacos

580-4400 I MEATBBQ.COM
1224 TURNER ST. OLD TOWN, LANSING 

NOW OPEN 
FOR DINE IN
TUES-SAT 11 TO 8

SUNDAY NOON TO 5

Guinness Stew
(Or Osso Buco, if you got it)
2 lbs stew meat or meat on the bone
1 can Guinness or similar stout

1 large onion, chopped
2 large garlic cloves, chopped
2 tablespoons butter
2 large carrots, chopped
2 pieces of celery, chopped
2 large potatoes, cubed
2 tablespoons vinegar
1 tablespoon cumin powder
1 slice of bread, torn to pieces
1 – 2 tablespoon sugar, to taste
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
More salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley for garnish
Turn the broiler to high and brown 

the meat in the center of the oven. 
Then, cook the meat until soft in 
water with a half can of stout. I used 
the Instant Pot, which took about 30 
minutes, but you can also do it in the 
slow cooker or braise it in the oven.

In a heavy bottomed soup pan, 
sauté the garlic and onions in butter. 
When the onions are translucent, 
add the carrots, celery, potatoes, 
vinegar, cumin, bread, salt, pepper 
and sugar. Cook on medium until 
the bread dissolves and the broth is 
dark, thick and glistening. Season 
with extra salt, sugar or even beer, 
if you think it needs it. Serve dusted 
with chopped parsley, which looks 
like shamrocks if you squint your 
eyes. Wash it down with more stout.

Joyce
from page 34

DISH
THE

Chloe Alverson/City Pulse

A half order of nachos topped with 
sweet and tangy sauce from Meat BBQ 
in Old Town. 

The Big Basic
$15

Golden Harvest Restaurant
1625 Turner St., Lansing
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursday-

Sunday
facebook.com/

goldenharvestrestaurant

Lizy Ferguson for City Pulse

Amid an always-changing menu of delicious and captivating 
concoctions, Golden Harvest’s Big Basic breakfast is simple 
but spectacular.
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Valid 11/27 - 12/1

BAMN. Disposable, Play Gummies, and a pre-roll.
*First 100 Customers get a Free Goody Bag including:

  

Fluresh and Carbon
Indoor Small Buds

$35/oz  OR $60/2 ozBUY A QUARTER, GET A  FREE EIGHTH

Pro Gro 
Live Resin Vapes

BOGO FREE

Pure Options 
A Buds

$59/oz$159/oz

While supplies last. P roduct selection varies by location. Some e xclusions apply. See store for details.

 BAMN.
Vapes & Infused Pre-Rolls

BOGO FREE

*only  valid 11/29

Deli Flower
Pro Gro, BAMN., Glo Farms, Redemption, High Grade, Goldkine

$2
INFUSED PRE-ROLLS
Distro 10 - 1g, Superfire, Magic,Terpene Sticks

$5
510 CARTRIDGES

Fluresh, Thunder Canna

$2
EDIBLES

Dealers Choice, Distro 10

We are open on Thanksgiving!
Mt. Pleasant: 10am-6pm • Muskegon: 10am-6pm • South: 10am-6pm

Midtown: 10am-6pm • Frandor 9am-9:45pm • Detroit: 10am-6pm

DISCLAIMER:  For use by individuals 21 years of age or older or registered qualifying patients only. Keep out of reach of children. It  is illegal to drive a motor vehicle while under the influence of marihuana. National Poison Control Center 1-800-222-1222

WARNING: USE BY PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING WOMEN, OR BY WOMEN PLANNING TO BECOME PREGNANT, MAY RESULT IN FETAL INJURY, PRETERM B IRTH, LOW BIRTH WEIGHT, OR DEVELOPMENTAL PROBLEMS FOR THE CHILD.


