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calleD to PrieSthooD—three graduates of St. Joseph’s Seminary, dunwoodie, are among the 
six men Cardinal dolan will ordain to the priesthood this Saturday, May 25, at St. Patrick’s Cathe-
dral. in the seminary chapel, from left above, are Father Roger Kwan, Father Gabriel Monahan, 
C.F.R., and Father John J. Figueroa. on the far right are the three other ordinands, from top to bot-
tom, Father Joseph C. Akunaeziri, Father Walter J. Genito Jr. and Father Ryan A. Muldoon. An eight-
page ordination section wraps around this Catholic new york issue.

ChRiS SheRidAn

Cardinal Dolan to Ordain 
Six Priests on Saturday

Cardinal Dolan will 
ordain six men to the 
priesthood at Mass at 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Sat-
urday, May 25, at 9 a.m. Five 
will serve the Archdiocese of 
New York and one is a Fran-
ciscan Friar of the Renewal. 

The 2019 ordination class 
includes Father Joseph C. 
Akunaeziri, 42, a native of Ni-
geria who studied at the Pope 
St. John XXIII National Semi-
nary in Weston, Mass.; Father 
John J. Figueroa, 37, who grew 
up in Good Shepherd parish, 
Manhattan, and Visitation, 
the Bronx, and now belongs 
to Christ the King in Yonkers, 
and attended St. Joseph’s 
Seminary, Dunwoodie; Father 
Walter J. Genito Jr., 25, of 
Sacred Heart parish, Suffern, 
who studied at Theologi-
cal College in Washington, 
D.C., the national seminary 
of The Catholic University of 
America; Father Roger Kwan, 
30, who converted to Catholi-
cism in 2007 while a student 
at University of California, 
Berkeley, and attended St. 
Joseph’s Seminary, Dunwood-
ie; Father Gabriel Monahan, 
C.F.R., 34, a graduate of the 
University of Notre Dame 
who entered the Franciscan 
Friars of the Renewal after 
a mission with the Mission-
ers of Christ in Comayagua, 
Honduras; and Father Ryan 
A. Muldoon, 28, who was 
raised in St. Aedan’s parish 
in Pearl River and studied at 
North American College in 
Rome.



Father Joseph C. Akunaeziri, 42, 
who studied at the Pope St. John XXIII 
National Seminary in Weston, Mass., is 
living out his decision to listen and fol-
low God’s call to be a servant for Him 
in the Catholic Church. 

In a recent phone interview with 
Catholic New York, Father Akunaezi-
ri said he fi rst knew he would pursue 
the priesthood when he was 10 years 
old, living in owerri, Imo state, Nige-
ria, where he was born. The celebra-
tion of Mass, especially in Latin, has 
always been attractive to him.   

“This is very important for me, 
because it is who I wanted to be,” 
Father Akunaeziri told CNY. “If I 
would not have realized it, I would 
not be complete in what God wants 
from me in this life, what God wants 
me to do.”

Father Akunaeziri, alluding to 

recent crises in the Church, added, “I 
am looking forward to the Church to 
come back to its full glory…My hope 
for the faithful is for me to help them 
continue growing in holiness, and to 
nurture their faith. For myself, I hope 
to live in fullness for God, through 
my vocation.” 

His fi rst language is Ibo, one of 
three main languages in Nigeria. 

Father Akunaeziri had been a mem-
ber of a religious community called 
the Shoenstatt Fathers, in Ibadan, 
oyo state, Nigeria; he entered in 1996 
and left in 2001 before professing 
fi nal vows. He received a bachelor’s 
degree in philosophy from Urban 
University in Rome in 2000, and then 
left for New York to determine his 
vocation here. 

In New York, he worked as a sub-
stance abuse counselor. He earned a 

master’s degree in systematic theol-
ogy from St. John’s University, and 
a master’s in divinity from Pope St. 
John XXIII Seminary. 

In Imo State, he attended St. Peter’s 
High School in okigwe, and he later 
attended and graduated from Bishop 
Shanhal High School in orlu. 

He is the son of Joseph Nwabueze 
Umeaku, who died last year, and 
Virginia Nwamaka Umeaku. Father 
Akunaeziri grew up the third of nine 
children. His church as a youngster 
was Holy Ghost parish in orlu. His 
brothers are Kingsley C. Umeaku, 
Izuchuwu Umeaku and Ejike H. 
Akunaeziri. His sisters are Chik-
wado onuchukwu, Virginia Nwaobu, 
Nonye Atusiaka, Chizoba obidimma 
and Kelechi Akujekwe. 

Father Akunaeziri said he enjoys 

As a youngster in the Inwood 
section of Manhattan, Father John J. 
Figueroa’s family were members of 
Good Shepherd parish. When he was 
a teen, the family moved to the Bronx 
and they became parishioners of 
Visitation Church, now St. John’s-Vis-
itation parish. As a young adult, a num-
ber of infl uences brought him closer to 
the Church after a time of distance. 

“It was really the infl uence of my 
older brother, who is really gifted in 
Catholic apologetics, teaching the 
faith and defending the faith,” said 
Father Figueroa, a seminarian at St. 
Joseph’s Seminary in Dunwoodie, 
whose current home parish is Christ 
the King in Yonkers.  

“He was living in Singapore, but 
we would speak via Skype; he would 
give me lots of good counsel,” Fa-
ther Figueroa said of the time in his 
late 20s.

Father Figueroa, 37, a Manhattan 
native, said he was “very blessed” 

by the mentoring of Msgr. Robert 
Larkin, then-pastor at Visitation, who 
helped lead him back to the Catholic 
faith. “I went back to confession, and 
I received the sacrament of confi r-
mation, it was the Easter Vigil 2010. 
That was a life-changing moment. I 
was 28 years old,” he said. “This is 
the path. God gave me the graces.”

At that point, Father Figueroa 
became an altar server, an early step 
toward the priesthood, along with in-
creased involvement in Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament, and a strong 
devotion to Blessed Mother Teresa, 
now St. Teresa of Calcutta. He also 
began volunteer work in the Bronx 
with Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of 
Charity who served there. 

Father Figueroa had worked as a 
manager at a fi tness center in the 
Bronx for 12 years until 2011. Now 
he will guide people in their journey 
for tip-top spiritual condition. He 
entered Cathedral Seminary House 

of Formation in Douglaston, Queens, 
in 2012 and St. Joseph’s Seminary in 
2015. He is the son of Louis and Elena 
Figueroa, who are both Cuban-born; 
they are divorced. Father Figueroa has 
a married older brother, Louis Jr., who 
has two children, and a married young-
er sister, Jacqueline Rocafuerte, who 
has three children, and is pregnant. 

He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
philosophy from St. John’s University, 
with a minor in theology. 

His apostolic assignments were at 
the Missionaries of Charity home-
less shelter in the Bronx, visiting 
the sick at Montefi ore Hospital, the 
Bronx, and visiting prisoners and 
assisting at the infi rmary and the 
Resolve to Stop Violence program 
at the Westchester County Depart-
ment of Corrections, Valhalla. 

Father Figueroa’s summer parish 
assignments were at Annunciation-
our Lady of Fatima in Crestwood, 

He Seeks to Help 
the Faithful 
Grow in Holiness

His Brother’s 
Infl uence Brought 
Him Closer to 
Church

CoNTINUED oN PAGE P-6

CoNTINUED oN PAGE P-6

Father 
Joseph C. 
Akunaeziri

Father 
John J. Figueroa

Father Akunaeziri will celebrate his fi rst Mass at holy Rosary Church in the Bronx, 

Sunday, May 26, at 4 p.m. Father Peter Mushi, A.J., pastor of St. Cecilia and holy Agony 

parish in Manhattan, will deliver the homily. Father Akunaeziri chose holy Rosary for his 

fi rst Mass because it is a center for the African community.

Father Figueroa will celebrate his fi rst Mass at Christ the King Church in 

yonkers, Sunday, May 26, at 2 p.m. Father Rufus Kenny, parochial vicar 

of St. Joseph’s parish in Somers, will deliver the homily. Father Kenny, 

ordained in 2017, was a fellow seminarian at dunwoodie. 
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Father Roger Kwan is planning to use 
one of his talents to enrich his new parish.

“I really hope I’ll be able to utilize my 
gifts musically to help draw people back 
to the Church and back to God,” said 
Father Kwan, 30.

Music “expresses what the soul is feel-
ing but the mouth doesn’t know how to 
articulate.”

Father Kwan, who plays piano and organ, 
sang with the Metropolitan Catholic Cho-
rale during his time at St. Joseph’s Semi-
nary in Dunwoodie. The group, led by the 

seminary’s director of sacred music, Dr. Jennifer 
Donelson, D.M.A., meets on Tuesdays at St. Barn-
abas in the Bronx and sings in the archdiocese, 
Diocese of Brooklyn, Diocese of Rockville Centre 
and sometimes in New Jersey.

“It’s a group of Catholic musicians who want 
to learn the repertoire of the Church’s patrimony 
and offer it back by singing it for free,” Father 
Kwan said. “We try to inspire people and expose 
people to that rich musical patrimony that we 
have as Catholics, which oftentimes most parishes 
don’t get to experience.”

Father Kwan converted to Catholicism in 2007 
while a student at University of California, Berke-
ley and spent a year after 
college discerning with 
the Institute of Christ the 
King Sovereign Priest in 
Milwaukee before enter-
ing the seminary.

“our Lord in the Eu-
charist and the beauty 
of the Church’s sacred 
liturgy drew me to the 
faith,” he said.

Father Kwan was raised 
in Palos Verdes Estates, 
Calif., as one of four children of Lawrence and 
Emily Kwan. His parents immigrated to the 
United States from Hong Kong in the 1970s. 

“For me, the importance of family was instilled at 
a very young age, as well as staying in touch with 
my parents and visiting,” Father Kwan said. “I’m 
kind of surprised it hasn’t been the experience for 
a lot of Americans. As I visit the sick and elderly, I 
fi nd out a lot of children moved away or don’t call 
or visit very often. I fi nd it very tragic and sad.”

In his apostolic ministries, Father Kwan served 
food to the poor with LAMP Catholic Ministries 
in the Bronx, and prayed with and distributed 
Communion to sick and dying patients at Calvary 
Hospital in the Bronx. 

Father Kwan served his diaconate assignment at 
St. Mary-St. Joseph and our Lady of Mount Car-
mel in Poughkeepsie, and previously had pastoral 
assignments as a seminarian at St. John Chryso-
stom, the Bronx; St. Stephen the First Martyr, 
Warwick; and St. Teresa, Manhattan. 

Walter J. Genito Jr. was an eighth-grader at 
Sacred Heart School in Suffern when he was told 
by then-parochial vicar of Sacred Heart parish, 
Father Matthew Furey, that he possessed priestly 
qualities. “I was wondering if God was calling me 
to the priesthood,” Father Genito, 25, told CNY, 
“and in my heart I was seeking a sign.” 

He got one. “In the fall of 2007 when I went to 
visit my grandmother who I didn’t even tell that I 
was thinking of entering the priesthood, she told 
me she had a dream of me and in the dream she 

saw me in a long, loose, white gown and 
prostrated on the ground. She woke up 
startled and said, ‘oh, my, Walter is going 
to be a priest.’

“I knew in my heart that God was send-
ing a message to me and, shortly after, I 
had a burning desire for the priesthood.”

He recalled attending Sunday Mass with 
his parents throughout childhood and First 
Friday Mass with his elementary-school 
classmates. “When I was in fi fth grade I 
became an altar server and that gave me a 
more meaningful view of what was go-
ing on” in the liturgy, Father Genito said. 
“Around seventh grade, I began to be more 
attentive to the readings and how Jesus 
was present in the Eucharist.”

He has a proclivity to the study of 
systematic theology, “seeing how vari-

ous teachings developed and are interconnected. 
Within that fi eld, I have a special focus on ecclesi-
ology, particularly how the ministry of the Bishop 
of Rome fi ts in a Eucharistic framework.”

Leisure time is spent with family and friends, 
going for walks and contemplating. “What I enjoy 
most about nature is how peaceful it is, and how 
there is a sense of closeness between all things,” 
Father Genito said. “I particularly like looking at 
the ocean and taking in how vast it is.” Likewise, 
he has felt “God’s love and presence in nature” 
while strolling through Mary’s Garden on the 
campus of The Catholic University of America in 
Washington, D.C.

“I have enjoyed being at Theological College 
because of the healthy community where the fac-
ulty treat us like adults and discern with us what 
the Holy Spirit is doing in our lives,” he said. 

Father Genito is grateful for the generous gifts 
God has bestowed upon him. “I believe that I have 
an open heart to what people bring to me, and a 
good mind so that I may understand them,” he said. 
“I think people are most in need of priests who will 
refl ect to them the compassionate face of Jesus.”  

His hope, he said, “is that I can be in a parish 
and become a part of people’s lives so that min-
istering the sacraments and being compassionate 
to them, we may experience what it means to be 
God’s family.”

Born in Ridgewood, N.J., he is the only child of 
Walter John and Bernadette Rappel Genito. He 
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Father 
Roger 
Kwan

Father Kwan will offer 

his fi rst Mass at St. 

Monica’s Church, 

Manhattan, Saturday, 

May 25, at 3 p.m. 

the homilist will 

be Father William 

tulua, parochial vicar 

of St. Catherine of 

Alexandria parish 

in the diocese of 

honolulu.

Father 
Walter J. 
Genito Jr.

Father Genito will 

celebrate his fi rst 

Mass at Sacred heart 

Church in Suffern 

Sunday, May 26, at 

2:30 p.m. Auxiliary 

Bishop John o’hara, 

also an alumnus of 

don Bosco Prep, will 

deliver the homily.

His Musical 
Talents 
Should 
Serve New 
Parish Well

Grandmother’s Dream 
Offered a Clear Sign of 
Priesthood

catholic new york • orDinationS P-3May 23, 2019

CouRteSy oF FAtheR WALteR J. Genito JR.

ChRiS SheRidAn



A nine-month mission with the 
Missioners of Christ in Comayagua, 
Honduras, became a “game-changer” 
for Father Gabriel Monahan, C.F.R., 
and he soon entered the Franciscan 
Friars of the Renewal.

“I recognized my desire for the 
Lord and desire for prayer,” said 
Father Monahan, 34, who started his 
mission in August 2007. “That paved 
the way to saying yes to the friars. 
It was down in Honduras, I realized 
I did not want to go a day without 
Mass and adoration.”

Father Monahan had his two-week 
official visit with the friars in June 
2008 before entering the friars that 
September and professing his final 
vows in July 2013. As a friar, he spent 
three more years in Comayagua and 
has also served in Limerick, Ireland; 
St. Michael’s Friary, in Paterson, N.J.; 
St. Joseph’s Friary, Manhattan; and St. 
Leopold Friary, Yonkers.

“Their faith is real because it has to 

be,” said Father Monahan of Hondu-
rans. “If you’re scrounging on beans 
and rice and you don’t know where 
your next meal is coming from, God 
becomes real. When you’re living 
stripped of excess and you realize 
what do I need to survive, live and 
thrive, you become very aware of 
God’s blessing. The fact you have 
a roof over your head, a meal and 
you’re supported by people who love 
you, the essentials become very clear 
when you stay down there.”

Father Monahan is one of eight 
children of Joseph and Jo Ellen Mo-
nahan. His older brother, Father Tim 
Monahan, is the director of vocations 
for the Archdiocese of Chicago.

“Seeing how joyful and happy he 
was as a priest was an example for me 
growing up in high school and col-
lege,” Father Monahan said. “He was 
my mini-spiritual director. I’d call and 
we’d talk on the phone. He’d give me 
tips and advice, and he guided me 

through rough waters of high school 
and college. 

“The whole family was an influ-
ence, especially mom. She’d bring us 
younger kids to daily Mass and rosary. 
That was a big impact growing up. By 
the time I got to college, I received 
a strong foundation, but it was still 
the faith of my parents and family. It 
wasn’t personal faith yet. I wasn’t in 
a personal relationship with the Lord 
yet. In college, I was blessed with 
good Catholic friendships, friendships 
rooted in the Lord. It was really an 
answer to prayer.” 

Father Monahan, a graduate of 
the University of Notre Dame who 
earned a bachelor’s degree in liberal 
studies, currently works in the voca-
tions office at St. Joseph’s Friary in 
Yonkers. A runner who completed 
his first half-marathon in Atlantic 
City, N.J., last year, Father Monahan 
is looking forward to his ordination.
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Father Ryan A. Muldoon’s summer 
experience in Pattaya, Thailand, fol-
lowing his first year as a seminarian 
at North American College in Rome, 
reinforced his “utter reliance upon 
Divine Providence.” He and two 
other seminarians, working with the 
Redemptorist Fathers, were assigned 
to teach English to groups of blind 
teenagers. 

His inexperience as a teacher and 
lack of knowledge of the Thai lan-
guage led Father Muldoon to believe, 
at first, that the experience would be 
disastrous. “However, the Lord, in 
His providence, make miracles pos-
sible if only we offer Him humbly the 
gifts He has given us,” he said. 

Father Muldoon, 28, came away 
with more than a successful experi-
ence; he learned how “radically I—as 
a Catholic man and a priest—need to 

depend on the Lord.”
He first started to appreciate the 

gifts of Catholicism while growing up 
in the “close-knit and largely Irish-
American community” of Pearl River, 
with his parents, Bruce and Nancy, 
and his now-married sister, Tara. The 
family belonged to St. Aedan’s parish, 
where his parents still worship. 

Many priests influenced Father 
Muldoon’s priestly vocation, but one 
in particular was Msgr. Joseph Penna. 
He served as pastor of St. Aedan’s 
from Father Muldoon’s boyhood 
to his early seminary years. “Msgr. 
Penna influenced me most by his 
example: He was always to be found 
before and after Mass in a chair in 
the back of church with his eyes fixed 
on the tabernacle. The Eucharist was 
and is the center of his priestly life.”

During high school, the future 

priest was a member of the cross 
country and track teams at Don 
Bosco Prep, just across the border 
in Ramsey, N.J. Kevin Kilduff was 
his coach for four years as well as 
his biology and chemistry teacher. 
While his coach wanted his athletes 
to attend daily practices, he allowed 
Father Muldoon time to be involved 
in campus ministry, retreats and dis-
cernment programs. “Mr. K is a great 
model of Catholic manhood and of 
a well-lived lay Catholic vocation to 
teaching and forming young people,” 
he said.

He earned a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology at Georgetown Universi-
ty, Washington, D.C., and a master of 
arts in Catholic philosophical studies 
at St. Joseph’s Seminary, Dunwoodie. 
He also holds a bachelor of sacred 

Mission in 
Honduras Helped 
Him to Say Yes to 
the Friars
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Father Ryan A. 
Muldoon

Father Gabriel 
Monahan, C.F.R.

Father Muldoon will celebrate his first Mass at St. Aedan Church in Pearl River at 

2 p.m. on Sunday, May 26. Father Jeffrey Maurer, pastor of St. Mary’s parish in 

Washingtonville, will deliver the homily.

Father Monahan will celebrate his first Mass at Annunciation Church, 

Manhattan, Sunday, May 26, at 2 p.m. Father Luke Mary Fletcher, C.F.R., 

director of priestly studies for the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal, will 

serve as homilist.

Growing With 
His ‘Brothers’ at 
North American 
College
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Figueroa...
CoNTINUED FRoM PAGE P-2

for two summers, and Holy Cross in the Bronx, 

Kwan...
CoNTINUED FRoM PAGE P-3

At St. Teresa, he met Father Donald Baker, and 
will celebrate his first Mass at St. Monica’s in Man-
hattan, where Father Baker is now the pastor.

“He’s been a very helpful, very frank mentor,” 
said Father Kwan, who has a degree in the Latin 
language from UC Berkeley. “He’s not afraid to tell 
a seminarian some of the hardships and challenges 
of becoming a priest. At the same time, he’s very 
happy as a priest and he’s encouraged me a lot, 
especially when I had my own personal doubts and 
challenges to go through.”

Muldoon...
CoNTINUED FRoM PAGE P-5

theology from Pontifical Gregorian University in 
Rome. He expects to receive his licentiate of sacred 
theology in ecumenism and interreligious dialogue 

Akunaeziri...
CoNTINUED FRoM PAGE P-2

singing, organizing seminars and writing reflec-
tion articles. 

His apostolic assignments were at St. Patrick’s 
Manor nursing home in Framingham, Mass, where 
he taught RCIA; and he served as a deacon at St. 
Catherine of Siena parish in Westford, Mass. His 
summer parish assignments were at St. Francis of 
Assisi in West Nyack and St. Christopher-St. Mar-
garet Mary on Staten Island.

Genito...
CoNTINUED FRoM PAGE P-3

graduated from Sacred Heart School in Suffern in 
2007 and Don Bosco Preparatory High School in 
Ramsey, N.J., in 2011. 

He earned a bachelor’s degree in liberal arts, with 
a major in philosophy, from Fordham University, 
and a bachelor’s in sacred theology from the School 
of Theology and Religious Studies of The Catholic 
University of America in Washington, D.C. He is 
pursuing a licentiate in sacred theology.

Monahan...
CoNTINUED FRoM PAGE P-5

“I’m kind of blown away by who comes,” Father 
Monahan said. “It’s a reminder of the blessings 
from God how many people have been a part of my 
life through this journey.

“The more I’m in this life, the more I realize I 
was made for this. The prospect of being ordained 
is a new thing, but I’m still me. I’m entering this 
mystery and it’s deepening.”

Some discover the Lord may be calling 
them to the priesthood – to follow Jesus 
radically and completely forever.

If this is stirring in your heart, we would 
love to start a conversation with you.

The priesthood is the 
most interesting of adventures 

and the most necessary 
for the world.

Pope Benedict XVI

nypriest.com  |  914-968-1340  |  nypriest@archny.org

Office of Vocations

Be a prophet for freedom!  
Offer your life to protect and defend the Catholic Faith 
as a Priest or Brother in the Order of  BVM of  Mercy.

Over 800 years of  dedication to Mary,  
the Eucharist, and the Universal Church!

find Us on faceBook
Search:  

(Mercedarian Friars USA)

WeBsite:
Orderofmercy.org

contact Us:
Fr. Daniel Bowen, O. de M.

Vocation Director
(727)348-4060

frdanielbowen@gmail.com

Profiles of the ordinands 
in this section were written 
by Armando Machado, Dan 
Pietrafesa, Christie L. Chicoine 
and John Woods.
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where he resided during an assignment at Calvary 
Hospital. He was a postulant with the Carmelites 
in Wyoming in 2015; after discernment, he decid-
ed to return to Dunwoodie. Among his interests 
are weight training and learning about sacred art 
and architecture.

from the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aqui-
nas in Rome next year.

In the archdiocese, he served summer parish as-
signments at St. Mary’s, Washingtonville; St. Barn-
abas, the Bronx; and St. Charles Borromeo, Harlem; 
and expects another summer parish assignment 
after ordination before returning to Rome in the 
fall for one more year of studies. 

The “Christ-centered” nature of priestly forma-
tion at North American College has made his fel-
low seminarians into brothers, “in a very real way,” 
Father Muldoon said. And that’s a good thing when 
the long distance precludes regular visits home. 

“Two of my favorite times during the week are 
Tuesday nights, when, instead of the entire com-
munity praying together, the 12 men who live on 
the same hall as me gather to pray Evening Prayer 
and share graces from the past week, and Thursday 
nights, when the Archdiocese of New York semi-
narians gather to share some time together and to 
pray Night Prayer.”

Congratulations to our  
newly ordained priest  

Father 
Joseph Akunaeziri,

New York Archdiocese  
Ordained on May 25, 2019

St. Cecilia and  
Holy Agony Catholic Church

Prays the Lord blesses you
As you follow in His way.

May you find joy and peace
As He inspires you in your priestly ministry.


