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VIRTUAL VISITING PROGRAM—The Vir-
tual Visiting Program of the Archdiocese
of New York began last month and will
continue at least through May, archdioc-
esan education officials said. St. Barnabas
Elementary School in the Bronx provided
these photos: Below, older students stand
and pray during “virtual First Friday
Mass,” said principal Jonathan Morano.
The school’s virtual open house includes
that photo as well as the other two, of the
students at right and bottom left.
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National Catholic Schools Week, an annual
celebration of Catholic education in the United
States, will take place Jan. 31 to Feb. 6. This year’s
theme is Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence.
Service. This special pullout section features stories
about Catholic elementary and high schools in the
archdiocese. Topics include virtual open houses, an
IBM Family Science Saturday program, as well as a
recent graduate chronicling how one Catholic high
school safely brought students back to campus.
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Belong. Believe. Become.

CATHEDRAL HIGH sCHOOL | IR L4221\ V1!

Visit us and discover how your
daughter will succeed! WE ARE STILL ACCEPTING

¢ A state-of-the-Art STEM Academy

e A Medical Gateways Academy including
a partnership with The Memorial Sloan
Kettering Science Enrichment Program

¢ A Business and Law Academy featuring
internship opportunities and career

awareness AT CARDINALSPELLMAN.ORG

e An Honors Academy

e A vibrant student life with more than Financial Aid Available!

30 activities and clubs 100% Graduation & College Acceptance Rates
e Strong Arts program 50+ Clubs/Activities & 30+ Sport Teams
e Competitive Sport program and rich 20 AP College Level Courses

extracurricular activities

40+ Million College Scholarships Earned by Class of 2020!

¢ Located in Midtown Manhattan with easy
access to public transportation

To arrange an in-person tour or a
video conference with our
Admissions Director please visit
Cathedralhs.org/visitourschool

e The graduating Class of 2020 earned
over $20 million in college scholarships
and grants.

¢ Academic Scholarships and financial aid
Apply now on our website! packages available.

350 East 56" Street, NYC ¢ www.cathedralhs.org ¢ 212.688.1545

Contact
admissions for
more information
today!

Fontbonne Hall, a college preparatory school for young women located in Bay Ridge, founded on the
gospel of Jesus Christ and inspired by the philosophy and charism of the Sisters of Saint Joseph,
offers a superior educational program to form and empower women of confidence and compassion.

+ Offering a hybrid learning model consisting of synchronous learning every day

+ Hybrid learning model with fully remote learning option

« The only all girls Catholic HS in NYC and Long Island to offer the AP Capstone
Program; 16 AP courses offered

+ College partnerships in Performing Arts, Nursing, Elementary Education and more

+ Fontbonne is the exclusive school in NY to offer the Brown University Women
in Engineering Program as part of our comprehensive STEM program

+ Beautiful multi-building campus located in Bay Ridge
+ Over 30 Clubs and Activities and a wide selection of Athletics
+ Virtual info sessions and visit days available for prospective students

+ Virtual school community building events

9901 SHORE ROAD, BROOKLYN, NY 11209 * 718.748.2244
Q 0 www.Fontbonne.org
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Virtual Tour

OLLNYC Virtual Tour 2020

n E 8 the first of December, and families have been vis-
: iting our schools virtually since we started do-
ing that. They will get more active now that the
holidays are over; that’s part of the reason we’re
invigorating this push to principals.

“We sent all of them their (program) toolkit,
which helps them prepare their template and plan
the virtual visits for January, February and March,
which is our heaviest application period. Virtual
visits will be available through at least May.”

(Catholic high schools in general are imple-
menting virtual tours and open houses under
each school’s own guidelines and practices.)

In-person school tours are done on a case-by-
case basis, Ms. Jarek-Prinz said, “if the schools
are safe to enter in that way.”

“That has to be managed on a school-specific
basis with the regional superintendent. Our proto-
cols do not permit us to have non-school personnel
in the buildings during the school day;” she said.

In the virtual visits, grade-school students and
their families are informed about how students
have an opportunity to progress in a safe, struc-
tured learning community, from early childhood
through eighth grade, and how free, high-quali-
ty UPK and private Pre-K 3 classes help young
learners prepare for kindergarten.

The virtual visits also provide information
about full New York State Core Curriculum—
=ior] Sa mathematics, reading, spelling, writing, gram-

mar, social studies, science and study skills; spe-
cial area subjects and programs included in the

3 school program, such as art, music, choir, Title 1
Vlrtual SChOOI Open Houses Put Math & Literacy, church choir; and religious in-

struction: worship and service; and preparation

Prospective Students, Families in the Know CONTINUED OX PAGE 21

By ARMANDO MACHADO

and their families have been able to partici-

pate in the archdiocesan Virtual Visiting
Program for school open houses, a solid plan
stemming from limitations on in-person visits
due to the pandemic.

“This is critical to our recruitment process and
to families being able to get the information that
they need about our schools,” Veronica Jarek-
Prinz, archdiocesan director of school Enroll-
ment Management, told Catholic New York in a
phone interview last week.

“It’s been our mission to keep the schools open
and safe for families during the pandemic, and
so our office has worked to develop a completely
safe virtual enrollment process.”

Ms. Jarek-Prinz noted that her office sent
emails to principals, “with the instructions, in-
formation and guidance on setting up a virtual
visit..We provided materials for the principals
to use and to share with the families. It allows
the principals to talk about the specifics of their
schools and the highlights of their curriculum.

“They also have the ability to include a video
of a virtual tour, or photos and slides of what the
school looks like.”

She also said, “We opened our admissions on

S ince early December, prospective students

PHOTOS COURTESY OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES SCHOOL, WEST HARLEM

VIRTUAL GREETINGS—The archdiocesan Virtual Visiting Program for school open houses began in
early December and will continue until at least late May. Top, the main entrance area at Our Lady of
Lourdes School in West Harlem. Above, then-eighth-grade students Angel Mosso, left, and Bryant Pau-
lino walk down a staircase at Our Lady of Lourdes in the early part of the 2019-2020 school year. The
boys graduated last June.
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Educators, IBM Partner in STEM Program for Ossining Students

By ARMANDO MACHADO

t St. Augustine’s School in Ossining, ad-
Aministrators, teachers and students are

thankful for the gift of innovation. Indeed,
innovation, science, engineering and exploration
are some of the ways the IBM Family Science Sat-
urday Program “has sparked excitement within
the minds of many students,” Mary Huvane, a
fifth-grade teacher, told Catholic New York.

“The program is a wonderful pathway for
learning because it provides (fifth-grade) stu-
dents with a way of engaging with science, and
they can connect with others virtually,” Ms. Hu-
vane said last week in a phone interview with
CNY. “And they (coordinators) also provide
a tactile portion of the program, which I think
makes it extra exciting for the students. It allows
them to explore science more deeply, and to be
more college- and career-ready at a young age.”

Mary Jane Daley, regional superintendent of
schools for Dutchess and Northern Westchester/
Putnam Regions in the archdiocese, called the free
educational outreach program “a wonderful way to
inspire inquiry and creativity among our students.”

“Hopefully, they will have an insatiable inter-
est to pursue careers in the sciences, math, tech-
nology and engineering,” she said.

Since the fall, a group of fifth-graders at St.

Augustine have partnered with IBM to expand
their minds and critical thinking skills through
inquiry-based, hands-on learning, Ms. Huvane
said. On Saturday mornings, she said, the stu-
dents collaborate virtually with experts to ex-
pand their horizons within the realm of STEM

e l ==

COURTESY OF ST. AUGUSTINE SCHOOL, OSSINING

SCIENCE SATURDAYS—Lizzie Allan, left, and Marco Radeljic,
above, are among fifth-grade students of St. Augustine School
in Ossining participating in the IBM Family Science Saturday
Program. The academic, extracurricular activity covers varied
topics within the STEM arena. On Saturday mornings, the
students collaborate virtually with IBM experts who volunteer
their time for the free educational outreach program.

(Science Technology Engineering and Mathe-
matics). There are 42 fifth-graders at the school;
about 20 have been participating in the academ-
ic, extracurricular activity, which is like a school
club, in conjunction with the solid science cur-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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FORDHAM PREPARATORY
SCHOOL

Located on the historic
Rose Hill Campus in

. PLACEMENT CLASSES | the Bronx, adjacent to
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CHARITABLE
ORGANIZATIONS
SERVED BY OUR

STUDENTS

Fordham University, a short
. walk from MetroNorth.
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Janvier’s Life Lessons Were His Greatest Gift to Students

By DAN PIETRAFESA

eorge Janvier brightened up a room with
Ghis smile and his positive outlook on life,

and family, friends and students in his
Bronx community and at Salesian High School
in New Rochelle are remembering a “best friend
and father figure,” who died Dec. 23 at age 41 due
to Covid-19 complications.

“He always told me to do what makes you
happy,” Chris Moronta, a junior at Salesian High
School and parishioner of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel in Elmsford, told CNY. “He was always en-
couraging me to keep my faith up no matter what.
We always have to keep our faith up no matter

s

“He tried to show
us life is really
about how you
handle it, it’s not
about how hard it
is or how you’re
going to deal with
it. It’s about the
way you look at
things. I think
that’s going to stick
with me for the rest
of my life no matter

what God throws at us, no
matter what life throws at
us. You always have to
stay happy because he
was always happy no mat-
ter what was going on.
“He tried to show us
life is really about how
you handle it, it’s not
about how hard it is or
how you’re going to deal
with it. It’s about the way
you look at things. I think
that’s going to stick with

COURTESY OF SALESIAN HIGH SCHOOL

FRIEND TO ALL—George Janvier, center, sat with students from Salesian

High School in New Rochelle where he had served as youth minister since
the 2017-2018 school year. Left, Janvier served in various roles at parishes
and schools in his Bronx community and at Salesian. All who knew Janvier

me for the rest of my life
no matter what goes on.
He was a best friend and father figure.”

Janvier became youth minister in the 2017-2018
school year at Salesian where he arranged school
Masses, worship services and special religious
events; coordinated retreats with other Salesian
schools on the East Coast; and organized Salesian
mission trips to Belle Glade, Fla. He also planned
service opportunities for students, including vol-
unteering at the Don Bosco Soup Kitchen in Port
Chester and feeding the New York City home-
less in the Midnight Run program.

“George was an inspiration to all,” said Thom-
as Siefring, a close friend of Janvier and a history
teacher/coordinator of youth ministry at Sale-
sian. “He took on every task that he was given
with great pride. He was a wonderful example
and a model for our young men and always

what goes on.”

stressed the impor-
tance of trusting in
God, attending Mass,
and having a conver-
sation and praying to
our God.”

Raised in the
Bronx, Janvier was
the husband of Joanna and father to Thomas and
Jacob. Before arriving at Salesian, Janvier, who
attended St. Francis College in Brooklyn, was
technology coordinator at Our Lady of Grace
School in the Bronx, where he attended school
as a student. He remained a basketball coach at
Our Lady of Grace until his death.

Janvier also served in the Bronx as choir di-
rector at Mount St. Michael Academy and Na-

are mourning his death Dec. 23 at age 41 due to Covid-19 complications.

tivity of Our Blessed Lady parish, and director
of youth and young adult ministry at the parish
of St. Frances of Rome, St. Francis of Assisi, St.
Anthony and Our Lady of Grace. A Funeral Mass
was celebrated Jan. 9 at St. Frances of Rome.

Our Lady of Grace principal Rich Helmich re-
membered Janvier as a friend and father figure
to students and athletes, recalling Janvier bring-
ing more than a carload of players to games and
spending part of halftime figuring the best route
to drive his players home.

“His impact was hard to measure,” Helmrich
said. “It was all about service, giving up his time
for others.

“No matter what would go on during a day,
once you saw George come into a room you knew
you were in the presence of someone special.”

OPEIU LOCAL 153
AFL-CIO

O THE FEDERATION OF CATHOLIC TEACHERS
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2153 Richmond Avenue, Suite B-101, Staten Island, NY 10314
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ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
IN THE DOMINICAN TRADITION

STUDY COMMUNITY
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Dominican Academy (D.A.) unites excellence in education with a
vibrant, faith-based community in the heart of Manhattan’s Upper East
Side. D.A. has been recognized twice as a Blue Ribbon School of
Excellence by the U.S. Department of Education, and by Niche as the
#3 Catholic Girls School in New York State for 2021!

The only all-honors school for girls in NY State e Classes no larger than
22 students ® Over 30 student activities ® Four-year guidance program
and competitive college placement

Interested in admission as a 9th grader or transfer student?
Contact Admissions Director, Ms. Madeleine Metzler,
by phone, 212.744.0195, ext. 131 or email at
admissions@dominicanacademy.org.

VERITAS

" DOMINICAN ACADEMY

Catholic College Preparatory School for Girls

44 East 68th Street ® New York, NY 10065 e 212.744.0195
www.DominicanAcademy.org © @DominicanAcademy

MOUNT ST. MICHAEL ACADEMY
All Boys ~ Grades 6-12

PRIIIII TE TOURS NOW IlllllllllBlE |

Contact: Tom Fraher, Admissions Director
Telephone: 718-515-6400 ext. 228
E-mail: thomas.fraher@mtstmichael.org

Learn more at: wew.MTSTMICHAEL.ORG

Many of the popular
and enduring

Holy Homework
columns by Catholic
New York columnist
Father Bob Pagliari, Holy
C.Ss.R,, have been Homework
published as a book.

INTO
PUTTING OUR INTER |OR FAITH |
EXTERIOR PRACTICE

Father Bob’s fluid and graceful

writing matches real-life examples

L, C.Ss.R., PuD-

_\

with timeless themes such as
Mothers and Fathers, Holiness
and Mercy, and Friendship and Easter. His Holy Homework

assignments offer opportunities for reflection and action.

To order your signed copy of Holy Homework,
send a check payable to Catholic New York in the amount of
$16.45 ($14.95 + $1.50 postage) to
Catholic New York, 1011 First Avenue, New York, NY 10022

January 14, 2021
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2 02 O Grad ReCOllntS Kennedy CathOliC portance of an in-person education. “There are

much fewer distractions (in the building) than

P]'epara tory S ChOO l ,S S afe Reopening there are at home and being able to interact with
e i

(his) teacher and classmates makes the learning
experience more interesting.”

The sentiment is echoed by Susan Willis,
chairperson of the English department, who said
she “looks forward to the day when all the stu-
dents will be back in person.”

While three months of virtual learning worked
last spring, it was clear Kennedy needed to open
its doors to students in September. To success-
fully reopen, many measures were necessary to
ensure the safety of the Kennedy community, as
well as the many communities where Kennedy
students live. Students travel to Kennedy from
58 districts.

In the last few months, many have argued over
whether opening schools is a good idea. At Ken-
nedy, the question wasn’t whether to open or
stay remote; it was how to open safely while de-
livering an authentic educational experience. As
soon as the doors closed in March, Father Mark

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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IN CLASS—Students at John F. Kennedy Catholic
Preparatory School in Somers are divided into two
cohort groups that alternate weeks of in-person
study with virtual instruction at home. Left, junior
Valeria Acierno works on a drawing in studio art.
Below, sophomores Jalen Alvarez-Vasquez, Ellis
Kennedy and Lukas Gojcaj complete a solubility
chemistry laboratory experiment.
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By JOSHUA BAKER

ver the last nine months, Covid-19 has left
O the world in a state of disarray, fear, loss

and uncertainty. As every facet of daily life
was forced to shut down or adapt in some way,
it began to feel as if a return to normalcy would
never be possible. How could we ever go back
to schools or socialize with our peers safely? At
times, it felt like we’d be trapped inside forever.
At some point over the last few months, the idea
of returning to normalcy became more and more
of a fantasy, with the goal now being to make the
best of the situation at hand. Ten months into
this pandemic, schools that recently reopened
are once again being faced with closures. John F.
Kennedy Catholic Preparatory School, however,
is still working like a well-oiled machine, and has
delivered on its mission to keep students in the
school environment they so greatly need.

On March 13, Kennedy Catholic held in-person
classes for the last time of the 2019-2020 academ-
ic year. For the next three months, students com-
pleted their coursework in a completely virtual
setting. While grades did not slip and measures
to maintain academic integrity were implement-
ed, there was clearly a gap between remote and
in-person learning.

Paul “PJ.” Wu, a current senior and a mem-
ber of the Student Council, told me that stay-
ing home for so long made him realize the im-

MOIRA NORMILE
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Vaillancourt, the president and principal, with
the assistance of Mark Girolamo, a member of
the school’s board of directors, enlisted a team
of doctors, security advisers, health officials and
engineers to ensure that students would be able
to safely travel to Somers from those 58 districts
and return to school.

Girolamo, class of ’71, spearheaded the re-
entry effort, saying that to reopen successfully
they needed “to reverse engineer a student’s day
at Kennedy...to make this a productive year.” By
understanding each facet of a student’s day, the
elements can be adapted to maximize safety
and health.

Father Vaillancourt shared details about how

the committee went about adapting the school
through changes to the building. Screens are
present all across the library dividing chairs
and tables, some desks have been taken out of
classrooms to replace cafeteria tables in the
lunchrooms for social distancing, and signs di-
recting traffic flow can be found at every turn.
Attendants in masks and gloves now serve food
through a window in packages. A new HVAC
system is working constantly to purify the build-
ing’s air, and the cleaning team is working rigor-
ously and constantly to sanitize the building.

In the event of a Covid-19 scare, rooms have
been sectioned off to serve as dedicated quar-
antine zones. Anyone who enters the building is
screened daily for symptoms, contact and fever.
The entire building has been altered to combat

ACADEMY OF MOUNT ST. URSULA

4

/

Four Years to Last A Lifetime!

), o8 : , '1 AADEMY
e

The Academy Of Mount St. Ursula has been educating young women of diverse
cultures for over 165 years and we are extremely proud of our programs in ACADEMICS, ARTS,
and SERVICE. Our students are well-prepared for college and go on to have very successful careers
in every field, including medicine, law, entertainment, music, art, engineering, scientific research,
education and more. The Class of 2020 was accepted to over 132 colleges and universities and the
Classes of 2018, 2019 and 2020 received over $60 million in academic scholarships.

Become a part of the AMSU family, and like many successful young

women before you, enjoy Four Years to Last A Lifetime!

Get to Know Us!

View this special video
https://vimeo.com /469380697

Contact Leydi Imam,

Director of Admissions

at Limam@amsu.org
or 718-364-5317

)
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W LADY BEAR FOR A DAY
during school days

MEET AND GREET
Wednesdays from 7-7:30 pm

Visits will be virtual until further notice.

Covid-19, while also suiting the needs and com-
forts of the students and teachers. While the
school has been rewired to combat the virus
from a technical standpoint, the human element
has been vital to maintaining a safe environment
and staying open.

It is important to get the support and compli-
ance of the school’s nearly 700 students for any
large-scale initiative to be tackled. Any plan laid
out by the re-entry committee may work on pa-
per, but for it to be effective those within the
building must follow along.

Tom Foltin, Kennedy’s head of security and a
member of the re-entry team, said that security
“has not had to enforce many Covid restriction
infractions at all” and that “the general feeling
at Kennedy is to help one another, so when we
put restrictions in place to protect everyone, the
students stepped right up and took care of it.”

The alterations made to the building and the
commitment of the community have been key
components of the continued success of Kenne-
dy’s reopening, however much can also be said
about the staggered scheduling system that has
been adopted. The “cohort” system breaks the
student body into two even collectives, the Sis-
ter Christopher and Sister Barbara cohorts, and
the members of each
come to the building for
five days at a time. This
system has allowed for
students to have a struc-
tured school week that
involves a consistent in-
person schedule. In the
event that a student or
teacher tests positive for
Covid-19, only students
in that cohort will po-
tentially be affected, and
the other half will be
able to resume normal
in-person activities the
following week.

When one cohort is in the building, the mem-
bers of the other are virtually present in class
through the use of Canvas conferencing and
Zoom meetings. Classes can continue at a typical
pace without having to reteach students who are
off campus for a week. Father Vaillancourt said
“all curriculum goals are being met,” including
for the significant portion of the student popula-
tion in China. Virtual learning has allowed these
students to continue to participate in class and
still be active members of the Kennedy commu-
nity while they await the opportunity to return
to the United States.

Thus far, Kennedy is yet to have a significant
Covid-19 scare. This level of success—and contin-
ued safety going forward—is a testament to the
hard work being done to maintain a top tier edu-
cation accompanied by an authentic experience.

When one
cohort is in
the building,
the members
of the other
are virtually

present in class
through the
use of Canvas
conferencing
and Zoom
meetings.

Joshua Baker, a member of John F. Kennedy Cath-
olic Preparatory School Class of 2020, now at-
tends Northeastern University in Boston.
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Virtual Open Houses...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

for receiving the sacraments.

Each school, as with regular in-person visits,
also promotes its own particular programs and
activities.

The school Virtual Visiting sites in general
include still photos, videos, PowerPoint presen-
tations and other online means of school infor-
mation and promotion, including opportunities
for students and their families to attend sched-
uled group Zoom meetings with school admin-
istrators and teachers. Families can also request
one-to-one appointments for students and their
families to meet virtually with school represen-
tatives, such as with a faculty member teaching a
particular subject.

The Archdiocese of New York has 108 elemen-
tary schools, plus 12 Early Childhood and eight
Special Education programs, covering the New
York City boroughs of Staten Island, Manhattan

IBM...

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

riculum at St. Augustine, Ms. Huvane said.

The program generally begins with a live-
streamed session with experts followed by an
activity-based tactile portion. For students who
would like to view the program again, the ses-
sions are recorded and parents can easily ac-
cess them for students at a later date. The les-
sons cover varied topics within the STEM arena,
“such as states of matter, algorithms, coding,
DNA extraction, electronics and kitchen chem-
istry,” Ms. Huvane said.

“It’s a ton of fun since we get to learn about
many different subjects within science,” said
Lizzie Allan, a fifth-grader at St. Augustine, quot-
ed by her teacher.

Grace Kaplan of IBM usually begins the morn-
ing online. Experts then teach lessons about
specific topics and students are guided through
a hands-on activity, Ms. Huvane said. The activi-
ties range from computer programming to ex-
tracting DNA from strawberries, she said, add-
ing, “Led by Grace Kaplan of IBM and Stephen
Stibler, the head of IT at St. Augustine’s School,
students are able to expand parameters of scien-
tific knowledge and discovery.”

Ms. Kaplan told CNY, “This local educational
outreach program is normally taught at York-
town. Children work together with their parents
and IBM researchers. At this time when many
children are learning from home, IBM pivoted to
an online learning environment. These classes
are offered at no cost to participants.”

The learning topics include Programming in
Python, Polymers, States of Matter, Electronics,
Algorithms, Kitchen Chemistry, Climate Change,
Artificial Intelligence, Waves, Water and How to
Help Creatures that Live in the Seas. “IBM has
a history of helping to nurture the science skills
of young people,” Ms. Kaplan said, adding that
volunteer scientists who implement the program
“also find the experience very rewarding.”

and the Bronx and upper counties.

Jonathan Morano, principal of St. Barnabas
Elementary School in the Bronx, said his school
began virtual open houses much earlier—around
May/June of last year for September 2020, and
last autumn for September 2021.

“We started it towards the end of last school
year when we knew that we weren’t going to be
able to come back in person, and we realized
pretty quickly the summer and this school year
would look radically different; and that people
coming in and out was not going to be the best
idea,” Morano told CNY.

“We immediately looked for that virtual solu-
tion, in particular because if parents are going to

choose one of our schools, they need to be able
to see what they’re choosing.”

Suzanne Kaszynski, principal of Our Lady
of Lourdes School in West Harlem, said her
school joined the archdiocesan Virtual Visiting
Program in early December when most grade
schools joined.

“The pandemic has provided some challenges,
but we believe we’re meeting them through virtu-
al Zoom meetings and through virtual tours,” said
Ms. Kaszynski, noting that prospective students
and their parents can learn all about the school
virtually from administrators and teachers.

“We also have a welcome video, and we have a
360-degree virtual tour of the school.”

PRESTON
HIGH SCHOOL

We have faith
in Your future
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Why Preston?

* 100% of graduates accepted to a
wide variety of colleges & universities

» Dual college credit classes and
AP classes with SUNY Albany

- Class of 2020 was awarded $37.5
million in scholarships and grants

» Over 33 clubs and extracurriculars
to explore—both in-person and
virtually

* Remote and in-person learning
opportunities

Virtual Accepted
Students Night

February 4, 2021
6:30 pm

See your acceptance letter or check your
email to register for the webinar.

To accept our offer of admission,
visit prestonhs.org/admissions

Finalize the enrollment process, pay your
registration fee and so much more!

2780 Schurz Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 ¢ 718-863-9134 ¢ PrestonHS.org
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Cathedral High School Launches Principal’s Council

ated a Principal’s Council, the girls’ Catho-
lic college preparatory school announced.

Serving as ambassadors and strategic advis-
ers to the principal, Maria Spagnuolo, the alum-
nae and supporters are helping to further the
school’s mission and enhance its visibility.

Through their guidance, the members of the
Principal’s Council will seek to expand Cathe-
dral High School’s network and develop new re-
lationships and collaborations.

“The importance of a Catholic school educa-
tion is needed now more than ever,” Ms. Spag-
nuolo said. “The Principal’s Council will help us
navigate through these unprecedented times to

C athedral High School in Manhattan has cre-

ensure we achieve success with hybrid learning
while helping our students to become produc-
tive members of society with religious and moral
integrity in the pursuit of social justice.

“These impressive men and women have
achieved success in their careers, and I am con-
fident that they will serve Cathedral with the
same enthusiasm and passion.”

Cathedral High School’s Principal’s Council is
composed of the following:

Emmy-award winning Lynda Baquero, NBC 4
New York’s consumer reporter, is a 1983 alumna.
Her “Better Get Baquero” segments resolve con-
sumer complaints and provide updates on the
latest consumer alerts. She also hosts the series

In these uncertain times, one thing is crystal clear—today's students need
to be empowered with future-ready skills to succeed in an increasingly
challenging world. Discover Stepinac’s unsurpassed competitive edge.
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@ STEPINAC.0RG

“Visiones,” which highlights issues affecting the
Hispanic community.

Ursula Burns, a senior advisor of Teneo Ltd.,
retired chair and CEO of VEON Ltd. and a re-
tired chair and CEO of Xerox, is a 1976 alumna.
President Barack Obama appointed her to help
lead the White House national STEM program,
2009-2016, and she served as chair of the Presi-
dent’s Export Council, 2015-2016, after serving as
vice chair, 2010-2015.

Thomas W. Crawford was a partner at KPMG
in New York City, 1981-2009. During that time, he
served as the area managing partner for Tax for
NYC and the Northeast and other leadership po-
sitions. Since 2016 he has been the vice president
of Tax at Hillspire LLC, a family office in the San
Francisco Bay Area. He is a CPA and served as
the treasurer and a member of the board at Ca-
thedral High School, 2008-2015.

Sister Margaret Egan, S.C., Ed.D., a 1956 alumna,
is a member of the leadership governance of the
Sisters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul of New
York. She has served as an elementary/middle
school teacher and as a professor of Teacher
Education and vice president for Student Devel-
opment at the College of Mount St. Vincent. She
was president of the New York State Colleges for
Teacher Education and received the Teacher of
the Year Award from the New York State Associa-
tion of Teacher Educators. She served on the Ca-
thedral High School board of trustees for 10 years.

Maria Cecilia Salazar, a 1987 aluma, has more
than 30 years of experience in the financial
services industry. Her career in finance began
through a Junior Achievement program during
her senior year at Cathedral High, which led to
an internship at the IBM Metro Employees Fed-
eral Credit Union, where she remained a part-
time employee for several years while continu-
ing her education. She has worked at Standard &
Poor’s as an index market analyst and during the
last 17 years has been at J.P. Morgan, where she
is the head of relationship management for Latin
American corporate clients in the American De-
positary Receipts division.

Glenn Shannon is a vice chairman of Shoren-
stein Properties LLC, a privately owned compa-
ny headquartered in San Francisco that owns of-
fice buildings and multifamily properties located
in major metropolitan areas. A longtime contrib-
utor to Cathedral High and sponsor of student
scholarships, he is one of five children of the late
Edna Marie Rasmussen Shannon, Class of 1944.

Debra De Jesus-Vizzi, a 1981 alumna, is a
thought leader and changemaker for child wel-
fare, education and poverty. Her passion and
drive come from her personal experience as a
foster child in New York City and the adults who
changed the trajectory of her life in the same way
she aims to support vulnerable youth today. She
serves as executive director of Student Sponsor
Partners, an organization that provided her the
opportunity to attend Cathedral High School
and have a supportive mentor.
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No Singing Allowed? Chicago Catholic
School’s Students Learn Sign Language

By JOYCE DURIGA

hen music teacher Lynn Kingsbury
Wat St. Damian School in the Chicago

suburb of Oak Forest learned that her
students wouldn’t be allowed to sing in class be-
cause of Covid-19 restrictions, she made a dream
of hers into reality—teaching the students how
to sing in American Sign Language.

This year, the fifth grade’s annual Nativity play
and concert featured the students in costume
signing all of the songs, along with a fourth-grade
angel choir. Students doing remote learning also
were featured in the production. The school re-
corded the concert Dec. 18 and made it available
through its Facebook page and website.

“As I've been a teacher here teaching music,
I’'ve always wanted to incorporate American Sign
Language with the lyrics of the songs. I've never
really had time,” Ms. Kingsbury told the Chicago
Catholic newspaper of the Chicago Archdiocese.

“So when I was told I could not sing this year
because of the pandemic because it would spread
the virus, I was thinking that it would be a great
idea now to incorporate
American Sign Lan-
guage with the school so
the students could then
sign the lyrics of the
songs,” she explained.

Music is still part of
the classes, but the stu-
dents don’t vocalize the
song lyrics.

“Signing is a very ex-
pressive, beautiful lan-
guage, so it goes with the
whole,” she said. “Music
is very performance-
based and sign language
is also. The students have just been catching on
and loving it.”

Ms. Kingsbury is fluent in ASL thanks to her
relationships with her three great-aunts who
are deaf, including 92-year-old legendary avia-
tor Jean Hauser, who became the first deaf pi-
lot in the state of Wisconsin in 1965 and was Ms.
Kingsbury’s confirmation sponsor.

“TI would sign with her, so I fell in love with
it as a child,” Ms. Kingsbury said. “I've kind of
always just had it in my life.”

Even though the students wear masks in class,
Ms. Kingsbury has emphasized to them that part
of ASL is also mouthing the words, so they have
to do that too.

“I definitely want to follow the deaf commu-
nity etiquette and I've told them all about it. It’s a
whole-body language,” she said. “We have a nice
vocabulary going right now. We could carry on a
conversation.”

Learning ASL is something the students will
carry with them for the rest of their lives, said

“So when | was told

I could not sing this
year because of the
pandemic because

it would spread the
virus, | was thinking
that it would be a
great idea now to
incorporate American
Sign Language with the
school so the students
could then sign the
lyrics of the songs,”
she explained.

Jennifer Miller, principal at St. Damian.

“They have grasped every bit of this, from
our youngest learners, our 3-year-olds, all the
way through to our eighth- graders,” Ms. Miller
said. “And they are taking this home and they are
teaching their parents and their siblings. Their
eyes are open to a whole new language and a
great communication skill.”

It is opening them up to a new group of people
and expanding their faith too, she said.

As an unintended consequence of the classes,
Ms. Miller said the faculty and staff should prob-
ably learn ASL “because the kids are going to

start communicating and we won’t know what
they are saying.”

The eighth-graders have already caught on to
that, Ms. Kingsbury said.

“They are having fun with it,” she said. “I keep
really emphasizing the fact that, “You are doing
something really special here and this is some-
thing you’re going to have for the rest of your
life. If you’re in college and you have a friend
who is hard of hearing or who is deaf you are
going to be able to help them interpret or com-
municate with them.”

St. Damian School’s Nativity play and con-
cert can be viewed on YouTube, https://bit.
ly/37FcUQ9. —CNS

Ms. Duriga is editor of the Chicago Catholic.
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Principal Appointed
at Maria Regina
High School

aria Carozza-McCaffrey has been ap-
| \ / I pointed principal of Maria Regina High
School in Hartsdale.

Mrs. Carozza-McCaffrey, a 1999 graduate of
Maria Regina, had served as interim principal
since July.

The Dec. 28 announcement was made by
school president Anna E. Parra.

“Over the past five months as interim prin-
cipal, Mrs. Carozza-McCaffrey has led our
school with grace and
strength through challeng-
ing times,” Ms. Parra said.
“She is genuinely leading
her alma mater with true
tiger spirit. We look for-
ward to a new year filled
with hope, health and con-
tinued success. We wish
Maria all the best as she
continues in her role as
principal empowering our
students and guiding them
as women of faith to be leaders in our society.”

Mrs. Carozza-McCaffrey, in coordination with
assistant principal Silvia Santo and school social
worker Josefa Santos, introduced the Counsel-
ing Resource Google Classroom that provides
advice to parents and students on a range of
essential learning issues in the Covid-19 climate.
The new principal has supported and guided
the faculty in helping them teach effectively in
the challenging pandemic environment.

Mrs. Carozza-McCaffrey, who holds a master’s
degree in human development from Teachers
College at Columbia University in Manhattan,
had served Maria Regina as a science teacher
and administrator for more than 18 years. She
taught scientific research, biology, anatomy and
physiology, health, AP psychology and introduc-
tion to computers.

She was assistant principal of operations,
2015-2017, when her responsibilities included
administration and educational oversight and
strategic planning. As choral director, she guid-
ed the ensemble to 11 national titles since 2006.

“The board is grateful for all Maria has done,
and we have every confidence in her ability to
lead our school,” said Luanne Tantillo Diec-
chio, chairperson of the board of trustees. “She
assumed the position of interim principal at a
challenging time and, in a short period, demon-
strated exemplary leadership, a positive spirit,
and genuine dedication to the school.”

Maria Carozza-
McCaffrey
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