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Boatright votes down closed-door
negotiation with LCRA over tower project

Court will hold
Dec. 19 meeting

to appoint county
contract negotiator

BY LEW K. COHN

Inquirer Publisher

session between Gonzales
County commissioners and
representatives from the

Lower Colorado River Author-
ity (LCRA) did not take place
Monday, Dec. 16, after Pre-
cinct 4 Commissioner Collie
Boatright voted against going
into executive session.

Just last week, LCRA was

A closed-door negotiation

awarded a $4.998 million bid to
build a new emergency radio
communications system for
Gonzales County on a 3-2 vote.
Representatives from LCRA
sought a private meeting with
commissioners in order to

negotiate terms, which include
future use, leasing and other
possible benefits and consider-
ations.

However, incoming County

See TOWER, page 15

Miracle on Main Street
took place in Nixon on
Saturday, Dec. 14, with
events at the Nixon
Community Center and a
lighted parade downtown.
Santa Claus was present
to meet with the kids
while damp weather
didn’t lighten spirits or the
reason for the season.

COURTESY/IASON MONTOYA AND
NATIONS FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

Annex renovation could
cost Gonzales County
in excess of $11 million

BY LEW K. COHN

Inquirer Publisher

A preliminary project budget
breakdown indicates renovating
the Gonzales County Court-
house Annex on Sarah DeWitt
Drive could cost the county in
excess of $11 million, or $439

per square foot, according to a
report delivered Monday, Dec.
16, by a project management
company.

The figures presented by John
Duke, a team lead at CPM Texas,
would have the county spend-

See ANNEX, page 7

Community celebrates grand
opening of new All-Inclusive
Playscape at Lions Park

BY LEW K. COHN

Inquirer Publisher

It was a day of celebration at
the brand-new East Avenue Li-
ons Park All-Inclusive Playscape
on Thursday, Dec. 12, as a grand
opening ceremony was held by
the Gonzales Noon Lions Club.

The event was the culmination
of years of work that began when
community members noticed
alack of ADA compliant play
structures for children with spe-
cial needs and brought that to
the attention of the Noon Lions
Club, which had installed the
existing playground equipment
25 years earlier.

“You know, I don’t think that
any of us really recognize day

See PLAYSCAPE, page 16

LEW K. COHN
Mayor Steve Sucher pushes the
merry-go-round for kids at the new
All-Inclusive Playscape at East Avenue
Lions Park on Thursday, Dec. 12. The
new playscape officially opened with a
ribbon cutting ceremony.

Council approves
lease with Gonzales
Dog Adoptions

BY VANDY VAN EPPS

Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales City Council
met for their regularly scheduled
meeting Thursday, Dec. 12 at the
Municipal Building.

One of the big agenda items that

See CITY, page 11

Strokes of genius

Jessa Clements’ watercolor
showpiece earns champion
honors in San Antonio

BY LEW K. COHN

Inquirer Publisher

Homeschooled senior Jessa Clements of
Gonzales can see greatness on the horizon
as well as what lies above and below. Itis a

See PAINTING, page 16

“One Last Ride” is a watercolor painting by
Jessa Clements
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Nixon names Becker city administrator

BY LEW K. COHN interim City Manager Darryl
Inaui . Becker the new City Ad-
nquirer Publisher L
ministrator and took away
The Nixon City Coun- the word “interim” at their
cil unanimously named Monday, Dec. 16, meeting

following a lengthy execu-
tive session.
“Everything we've

See NIXON, page 11

Gonzales County
ends ban on
outdoor burning

BY LEW K. COHN

Inquirer Publisher

A two-month-old ban on
outdoor burning in Gonzales
County was lifted Monday, Dec.
16, by County Judge Pat Davis.

“Due to recent rains, the
hazardous conditions have been
alleviated,” Davis said. “Citi-
zens are cautioned to exercise
extreme caution when burning
is necessary.”

Commissioners discussed the
burn ban at their Dec. 16 meet-
ing and were told by Emergency
Management Coordinator and
Fire Marshal Jimmy Harless

See BURN, page 7
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VC Law Enforcement Academy
graduates honored at ceremony

SPECIAL TO THE
INQUIRER

Ten cadets from Victo-
ria College’s 105th Law
Enforcement Academy
Class were honored at
a graduation ceremony
on Dec. 11, 2024, at VC's
Emerging Technology
Complex.

Job Smith of Victoria
was named class
valedictorian, and Cobey
Wasicek of Victoria
received the John Baylor
Award for Outstanding
Achievement. The award,
named in honor of the
former Victoria Police
Department officer,
is given to the “most
outstanding student”
as selected by class
instructors.

Other graduates were
Austin Christensen
and Briley Yancey of
Victoria; Mario Barron,
Justin Cano and Vanessa
Ragsdale, all of Beeville;
Adrian Castillo and Abad
Obregon of Gonzales;
and Joseph Salinas of
Kenedy.

VC offers two
academies a year - one
in the fall semester
and another in the
spring semester. Both

academies are held

Pictured are, front row from left, instructors Julian Huerta, former Victoria Police Department
(VPD) sergeant; VPD Lieutenant Ralph Buentello; VC Law Enforcement Academy Director
James Martinez; and Victoria County Sheriff’s Office (VCSO) Investigator Tony Daniel. Graduates
pictured are, second row from left, Justin Cano, Adrian Castillo, Austin Christensen, and
Vanessa Ragsdale; and, back row, Job Smith, Briley Yancey, Cobey Wasicek, Mario Barron, and
Joseph Salinas. Not pictured is Abad Obregon.

on VC’s Law Enforce-

Monday through Friday, = ment Academy, call (361)

with classes meeting 573-3291 or email James.

eight to ten hours a day. Martinez@VictoriaCol-
For more information lege.edu.

ROTARY CLUB

Several organizations joined
together with the Rotary Club
of Gonzales for the ninth annual
Breakfast with Santa event at
the Methodist Church during
Winterfest. They include the
GHS Apache Flames drill team
(top left), GHS Anchor Club
(top right) and Come and Take
It Dance (right), which provided
special entertainment. The
Come and Take It Cookers (not
pictured) made more than 700
pancakes for kids and their
parents to enjoy.

COURTESY/ROTARY CLUB OF GONZALES
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Prescribed burn to take place at Neasloney WMA

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

The Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department will conduct a
prescribed burn between Jan. 3 to
April 3, 2025 on the M.O. Neas-
loney Wildlife Management Area.
The M.O. Neasloney WMA is

CLARIFICATION

In a Dec. 12 article about the Gonzales County
emergency communications tower project it was stated
that “LCRA was the sole bidder the first time the proj-
ect was bid in April and the Texas General Land Office,
which had awarded the county the $6,071,588.57 miti-
gation grant used to help pay for the system, then
required the project to be rebid due to a lack of bid-

ders.”

In an email the Inquirer received from Brittany Eck,
director of communications for disaster recover for
Texas General Land Commissioner Dawn Buckingham,
“the GLO did not require the county to rebid the proj-

ect.”

“The GLO is helping our grant recipients follow fed-
eral laws in administering mitigation and infrastructure
funding from HUD,” Eck said. “In accordance with fed-
eral requirements, if a grant administrator receives only
one bid, the GLO requires them to document that a
proper federal procurement process was conducted
resulting in a single bid that was acceptable. This pro-
tects the grant recipients, such as Gonzales County,
during the HUD auditing process, from being accused
of not following federal law, which could result in man-

datory repayment of the funds.

“The GLO would only recommend a grantee rebid if
federal procurement procedures were not followed to
prevent them from having to repay HUD due to that
failure. The GLO is committed to helping local commu-
nities be successful in administering funding in adher-
ence with complex federal laws and requirements.”

comprised of 100 acres located in
Gonzales County, south of Luling,
midway between Luling and Gon-
zales off Texas 80. M.O. Neasloney
donated the property to the Wild-
life Division to be developed as a
wildlife education center. It is also
Neasloney’s burial place.

The WMA is used primarily
for wildlife ecology field tours by
public school groups. Outdoor
recreational opportunities include
wildlife viewing, hiking and an
interpretive nature trail.

For additional information, call
830-203-0896.

Gonzales Healthcare
Systems earns

2024 Performance
Leadership Award

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

As part of the recent National Rural Health Day,
Gonzales Healthcare Systems announced it has
earned a 2024 Performance Leadership Award for
excellence in quality.

Compiled by The Chartis Center for Rural
Health, the Performance Leadership Awards
recognize top quartile performance (i.e., 75th per-
centile or above) among rural hospitals in Qual-
ity, Outcomes and/or Patient Perspective.

Gonzales Healthcare Systems CEO Brandon
Anzaldua commented on the recent award.

“At Gonzales Healthcare Systems, we are
unwavering in our commitment to delivering
exceptional care and fostering a culture of quality
that meets and exceeds the expectations of our
patients and community,” Anzaldua said.

“Excellence is not just our goal; it is the stan-
dard that guides every aspect of our work. Our
focus on quality reflects our belief that every
individual deserves outstanding care, and we
remain steadfast in our mission to advance health
and wellness in our community. This award does
not signify we’ve reached our goal but is a mile
marker in our journey for high quality healthcare,
every time.”

The Performance Leadership Awards are based
on the results of the Chartis Rural Hospital Per-
formance INDEX®, a comprehensive and objec-
tive framework for assessing how rural hospitals
are performing. INDEX benchmarks are relied
upon by rural hospitals, health systems with rural
footprints, hospital associations, and state offices
of rural health to measure performance across
multiple areas impacting hospital operations and
finance.

“The Performance Leadership Awards capture
the commitment, diligence, and innovation with
which America’s rural hospitals approach the de-
livery of care within their communities,” said Troy
Brown, Network Consultant, The Chartis Center
for Rural Health. “It’s a tremendous honor to be
able to recognize the efforts of this year’s award
winners and celebrate their achievement as part
of National Rural Health Day.’

Gonzales Healthcare Systems is made up of a
number of entities, but at the core is Memorial
Hospital, a general acute-care facility offering 33
beds for patient care. The current facility, built in
1978, follows a tradition of community service
begun by the Holmes Hospital, which opened in
1921.

Whether entering the system through the
Emergency Room, with its Trauma Level IV des-
ignation, or as a direct admit from a primary care
physician’s office, patients coming to Memorial
Hospital can access state-of-the-art diagnostic
and therapeutic services.

Detailed information about Gonzales Health-
care Systems may be found online at www.gonza-
leshealthcare.com.
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Upcoming Events at J.B. Wells Park in Gonzales

Merry Christmas!

Hawve a
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Sutton Albert ranks sixth in world
after Junior National Finals Rodeo

SPECIAL TO THE
INQUIRER

Gonzales resident
Sutton Albert may be
17 years old, but he is
already an accomplished
rodeo cowboy not only
in the state of Texas, but
recognized nationwide
for his talent.

Albert commenced his
rodeo career at a young
age, primarily focusing
on roping. Within the last
two years, he transitioned
to other end of the arena
in roughstock, specifically
bronc riding. Notably, he
emerged as the 2023-
2024 Texas High School
Rodeo Region champion
and competed at the
Texas High School State
Finals, where he finished
seventh overall.

Furthermore, he
secured the year-end
saddle bronc champion
title for Lester Meier
Rodeo Company, an
open pro series and holds
membership in the Junior
Roughstock Association.
This led to a dual quali-
fication and earned him

a spot to compete in the
Junior National Finals
Rodeo in Las Vegas.

The top competitors
from the United States,
Canada, and Australia
converged Dec. 5-14 at
the Junior World Finals to
vie for a world champion-

LIVESTOCK WEEKLY REPORTS

GONZALES LIVESTOCK Heifers: $1250-1850 Cow/Calf Pairs - None
REPORT Good Cow & Calf Pairs: None  Bulls:

December 14th Medium Cow & Calf Pairs: Heavy High Yielding - 1.40-
Cattle - 1259 $1750-2300 1.52

Compared to our last sale: Stocker & Feeder Calves & Light & Low Yielding -.73-1.39
Number 1 choice calves and Yearlings: Sheep & Goats:

AV]ZN(DEI

Yo%~

yearlings sold very active and
steady. Less quality calves

Number 1 steer & bull calves:
Under 200 Ibs.: $320-460

and yearlings sold very active. ~ 200-300 Ibs.: $340-465
Packer cows and bulls sold 300-400 Ibs.: $330-410
steady. 400-500 Ibs.: $290-390
Stocker-feeder Steers: 500-600 Ibs.: $275-340
Medium and large-frame No. 600-700 Ibs.: $240-290
1: 150-300 Ibs., 345-450; 300- 700-800 Ibs.: $220-252

400 lbs., 285-425; 400-500
Ibs., 270-360; 500-600 Ibs.,

Number 1 heifer calves:
Under 200 Ibs: $310-460

215-325; 600-700 Ibs., 230- 200-300 Ibs.: $280-395
265; 700-800 Ibs., 225-250. 300-400 Ibs.: $275-410
Bull Yearlings: 700-900 Ibs., 400-500 Ibs.: $260-380
165-202. 500-600 Ibs.: $235-305
Stocker-feeder heifers: 600-700 Ibs.: $215-265

Medium and large-frame No.
1: 150-300 Ibs., 310-375; 300-
400 Ibs., 285-350; 400-500
Ibs., 241-323: 500-600 Ibs.,
215-277; 600-700 Ibs., 240-
2585.

Packer Cows: Good lean utility
and commercial, 101-108;
Cutters, 109-116; Canners,
75-85; High yielding fat cows,
97-111.

Packer Bulls: Yield grade 1 &
2, good heavy bulls, 128-136;
Light weights and medium
quality bulls, 120-126.

Stocker Cows: $900 to $1,800.

700-800 Ibs: $200-240
Replacement Heifers:
350-700 Ibs.: $265-340

The calf market was much
higher again this week.
Heavier weight classes sold
$4 to $8 higher. Light weight
classes sold $10 to $25
higher. Grazing demand is
very strong. Packer cows and
bulls sold steady on a supply
of 150 head. Stocker cows
sold very strong. Tuesday,
December 17th is our last
sale for the year.

Nannies - 50-300

Kid Goats (Fat) - 2.80-3.60
Wethers -1.30-3.50

Billies - 1.00-2.65

Dorp. Ewes - 45-160
Dorp. Lambs (Fat) - 2.00-3.40
Wooled Ewes -None
Wooled Bucks - None
Lambs - 1.80-2.90

Barb. Bucks - 350-525
December 18th, will be the
last sale of the year.

CUERO LIVESTOCK MARKET
December 13, 2024

Number of Head: 1902

There were 245 cows and 23
bulls. The packer cow and bull
market remain strong. Heavier
weight calves were up in price
while smaller weights
fluctuated. The demand is still
very strong, and the market is
solid. We genuinely appreciate
all our sellers and buyers and
send blessed holiday wishes.
OUR FINAL SALE OF 2024
WILL BE ON DECEMBER 20,
2024.

Packer bulls:
Packer cows:

135.00-147.00

Hallettsville Livestock
Commission Co.

Where your livestock brings top $$$ everytime!

AUCTION SALE EVERY TUESDAY

Call 361-798-2542

We appreciate your business!

Tree Trimming,
Removal &
Stump Grinding

Jacob Sanders

Tree Service
(830) 857.4188

Insured
for
your
safety

ship title. Sutton was one
of three Texas qualifiers

in his division, which was
comprised of 34 contend-

Pairs: $1,500 to $3,200.
Have a Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year. No sale
December 21st or 28th, first
sale of 2025, January 4th.

NIXON LIVESTOCK

December1ith

$5.00
Cattle - 481

SEGUIN CATTLE CO.

Stocker cattle steady with last
week. Packer cows & bulls off

Sheep & goats - 833

canners & cutters 114.00-
127.00

poor & weak  50.00-110.00
Palpated: 33 bred $1700-2000
PAIRS: one @ $2100
Steer/Bull Calves: (AVG-HIGH)

ers from throughout the NO INFORMATION AS OF Medium & large frame #1 200-250 Ibs  324.00-420.00
nation. PRESS TIME Steers: 250-299 Ibs  333.00-430.00
Each competitor at the 200-300 Ib. 1.65-3.15-4.00 300-350 Ibs. 335.00-420.00
. petitor HALLETTSVILLE LIVESTOCK  300-400 Ib. 1.85-3.27-4.25 350-400 Ibs.  313.00-400.00
world finals participates COMMISSION CO., INC. 400-500 Ib. 1.20-3.07-3.85 400-450 Ibs. 294.00-390.00
in two rounds, and the Sale date: December 10,2024  500-600 Ib. .75-2.57-3.50 ggg-ggg IIES- ggg-gg-gfg-gg
top 10 advance to a short Cattle on hand: 1576 600-700 Ib. .95-2.26-2.70 - S VU-ol7/.
roEnd Sutton returned Packer Cows: 700-850 Ib. 1.25-2.13-2.40 550-600 Ibs.  261.00-312.00
) . High Dressing: $107-100 Medium & large frame #1 600-700 Ibs  235.00-272.00
to Gonzales ranked sixth Medium Dressing: $110-114  Heifers: 700-800 Ibs  213.00-249.00
in the world and was Low Dressing: $88-102 200-300 Ib. 1.50-2.99-3.50 Heifer Calves:  (AVG-HIGH)
the only Texas cowboy Poor/Weak Cows: $75-90 300-400 Ib. 1.10-2.78-3.55 200-250 Ibs.  301.00-338.00
in his division to cover Packer Bulls: 400-500 Ib. 1.30-2.55-3.25 250-300 Ibs.  301.00-275.00
. > High Dressing Bulls: $142-147  500-600 Ib. 1.20-2.32-3.10 300-350 lbs.  292.00-380.00
his bronc in all three Medium Dressing Bulls: $118-  600-750 Ib. 1.30-2.09-2.75 350-400 Ibs.  289.00-350.00
rounds. Sutton is a home 143 Cows: 400-450 Ibs.  274.00-330.00
schooled senior and Low Dressing Bulls: $110-120 Utility & commercial - .32- 450-500 Ibs.  259.00-355.00
Stocker Cows: 1.00-1.17 500-550 Ibs. 243.00-330.00
plans to attend college Good Stocker/Cows & Heifers:  Cutters — .68-.79-.90 550-600 Ibs.  236.00-272.00
continuing his career in $1850-2450 Canners - .60-.66-.72 600-700 Ibs  219.00-274.00
the sport of rodeo. Medium Stocker Cows & Palpated cows - 1250-1525 Over 700 Ibs.  213.00-239.00

Q. We have a limited budget but
would like to bring an attractive
plant to each of our older rela-
tives that we plan on visiting this
Holiday Season. Are poinsettias
and Christmas cactus the best
choices?

A. They are good choices, but my
favorite is cyclamen. The plants are
in bloom when you purchase them
from your favorite nursery, and
they will stay in bloom indefinitely
if you place them at a window with
an eastern exposure and you keep
them well watered. They are avail-
able in spectacular red, white, pink,
and purple for about $7 each.

Q. We were at the nursery the
other day and noticed the won-
derful fragrance of the alyssum.
Will they survive the winter in the
garden?

A. Yes, they survive most Cen-
tral Texas winters. Plant them in
full sun and have some agricultural
fiber or an old blanket ready to cov-
er them if the temperature is fore-
cast to be 28 degrees or colder. If

Q&A,

with
CALVIN
FINCH

you like alyssum you may also want
to plant some stocks. The trans-
plants are in bloom, and they smell
great and make good cut flowers.
Treat them just like the alyssum.

Q. We visited our cousins in
Michigan at Thanksgiving . The
shade trees, especially the maples
had brightly colored leaves. Can
we plant maples here in South
Texas? If not, do we have any
other options to consider for fall
colored leaves?

A. Maples are tough to grow in
this area. They mostly prefer acid
soils and less hot weather. The Big

Tooth Maple grows and produces
colorful leaves in canyons in the
Hill Country such as at Lost Ma-
ples State Park, and some survive
in area landscapes, but the best bet
for colorful leaves is some of the
crape myrtles and Texas red oaks.
For the crape myrtles with the most
colorful fall foliage watch for the
plants with colorful leaves now in
area landscapes and see what your
favorite nursery has.

Q. We want to grow potatoes
this winter but are having trouble
finding seed potatoes, can we use
potatoes from HEB?

A. The recommended time to
plant potatoes is at the end of
January or early in February. Ask
your nursery if they will have seed
potatoes by then. It is better to use
seed potatoes from an area nurs-
ery because they have been stored
in a manner that allows them to
more reliably germinate, but if your
supermarket potatoes are sprout-
ing, they will probably successfully
grow in the garden.

N
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Nixon Livestock

THEHEIGHTY

REHABILITATION & LONG TERM CARE

The Heights of Gonzales

701 Nonth Sarah DeWitt Gonzales, Texas 78629

Livestock Market, Inc.

SALE

Every Monday-10:30am
1924 US Highway 87 E, Nixon, TX

« 830-582-1561 or 830-582-1562
All Livestock Insured and Bonded

Working hard to
ensure quality service H
for all our customers.

David Shelton i
830-857-5394 -

= Large Private & Semi-Private Rooms

= Safe & Secure Specialty Memory Care Wing

= Flat-screen Cable TVs & Phones (Available)

= Private Family Dining Room

= Salon On-Site

= Wi-Fi Services

= State-of-the-Art Rehabilitation Gym

= Short-Term Rehab Area Offering Private Dining &
Living Spaces

= Outdoor Courtyards with Covered Patios

= Interactive Sensory Gardens in Two Courtyards

We cwwently have hooms available. Call me fov a town!
Roger Dyen (830) 672-4530

= Physician Services

= PM&R

m Dialysis Transportation

= Advanced Wound Care Physician
= Board Certified Geriatricians

= Transitional / Social Services

= Cardiology

= Pulmonology

= Registered Dietitian

Mike Brzozowski
830-857-3900

Sales every Saturday starting at 10 am

Hwy 90A ¢ Gonzales ¢ 830-672-2845
Live Broadcast ® www.cattleusa.com

701 NORTH SARAH DEWITT | GONZALES, TX | 78629

830.672.4530 | THEHEIGHTSGONZALES.COM
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Should they
stay or should
they go?

Things to know before
taking pets on holiday trips

BY TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF VETERINARY
MEDICINE AND BIOMEDICAL

SCIENCES

Special to the Inquirer

Walking into your room to find a
curled- up dog or cat resting within
your opened suitcase can be heart-
wrenching, to say the least. With the
winter chill sweeping in, a holiday
trip may be on the horizon, leading
owners to consider whether they
should invite their furry friends to
join in on the fun.

Dr. Christine Rutter, a clinical as-
sociate professor at the Texas A&M
College of Veterinary Medicine and
Biomedical Sciences, delves into the
debate on whether owners should
bring pets along for holiday vaca-
tions — and the travel stress that
inevitably comes with the journey.

CHOICES, CHOICES

The desire to introduce your dog
or cat to the extended family may
be great, but it’s more important to
prioritize what is best for your pet’s
comfort and overall well-being.

Pets accompanying their owners
on holiday trips should feel safe and
not as if they are being uprooted
from the normal routines that bring
them comfort and security. Each
animal’s personality is different,
so owners should gauge their pet’s
comfort with travel before embark-
ing on a big trip.

“Some pets are extremely anxious
in new environments and won't
settle down, won'’t eat or eliminate
on a leash, or will bark at every noise
or new animals in their environ-
ment,” Rutter said. “Other pets are
very chill about traveling, love a car
ride, and are perfectly happy in new
environments; this usually happens
because owners have done ‘practice
trips’ with the pet to let them know
that changing environments is OK.

It’s also important to consider
whether the people and other
animals at the destination will be
comfortable with a new dog or cat in
their midst.

“Travel can be stressful for every-
one, including your pet,” Rutter said.
“Pets can also pick up on the stress
of their owners.”

RULES AND REGULATIONS

To mediate this stress, Rutter sug-
gests that owners be prepared and
aware of all of the stipulations that
travel with pets may entail, includ-
ing knowing requirements for bring-
ing animals across state and country
lines. Rules for how pets can travel
internationally vary. Owners who
wait until the last minute or skip
steps will likely be unable to travel
internationally with their pets.

In addition, the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention has
also put in place several pet-travel
mandates to help prevent the spread
of rabies between dogs in the U.S.

Researching rules and regulations
in advance is not only important for
taking pets to other countries but
also for bringing them back home at
the end of the trip.

But even within the U.S., there are
often rules for traveling with pets.

“Domestic travel across state lines
requires a special veterinarian-
issued health certificate,” Rutter said.
“Enforcement of this requirement is
usually lax for domestic pets, but an
airline or state law enforcement offi-
cer can elect to enforce it at any time!

J

EXPLORING ALTERNATIVES

For owners who ultimately choose
not to travel with pets, pet sitting
and boarding are great options for
making sure your furry friend does
not feel forgotten.

“For me, personally, I do like to
travel with my pets, but the cost
and difficulty of the process makes
international travel with them unap-
pealing,” Rutter said. “I find a good
in-home pet sitter or boarding ken-
nel that I trust and leave my dogs in
a familiar environment, which gives
them fewer new stresses at a time.”

Surprising the in-laws with a
tail-wagging friend at the family
holiday has the potential of bringing
abounding laughs and joy, as long
as the environment and any hosting
pets are “guest pet safe” and all of
the people involved are happy and
comfortable with the extra visitors.

SORRY, KID...
GHRINKFLATION.

POST A WECIPE FOW cAKE AND GET INTO
HEATED AWGUMENTS:

ONLY ON SoclAl MEDIA PLATFORMS cAN You

TIMES,ANDAL I DO 8
IS GRH @REF!

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear editor,

Friends, I learned a valuable lesson
today!

1 send physical cards for important
occasions to a variety of folks, In today’s
mail, two of the cards I had sent were
returned!

I have been writing my return address
on the center of the back of the enve-
lope. I called the Gonzales Post Office
and spoke to a very nice gentleman,
who told me the U S Postal Service is
upgrading their sorting equipment. He
stated that much of today’s mail is never
touched by human hands — machines
‘read” the addresses and sort our letters!

Consequently, some of the letters
get on the conveyor belts with the back
side up and the return address is “as-

sumed” to be the delivery address! So
my cards were “delivered” back to me!
I'have some 150 or so Christmas cards
out there with my return address on the
back of the envelope! If I get yours back,
resend it with my return address on the
front! Sorry for the delay!

In researching this situation on the
internet, I found that the U S Postal
Service highly recommends that the
return address be indicated in the top
left-hand comer of the envelope face.

I sincerely hope this helps you to
have your mail (be it cards, payments,
or whatever) to be delivered in a timely
manner! Merry Christmas & Happy
New Year!

Shirley Carleton
Gonzales

Gonsale

The Gonzales
Inquirer, 622 St.
Paul, Gonzales,

TX 78629 isa

periodical postage
paid at Gonzales,

Six months

Mail Subscription Rates

Payable in advance

In county
One year .....ccecvenienns

Three months ...........

=,

=dnquirer

0
You can reach us at:
830-672-2861
OR

publisher@
gonzalesinquirer.com

Texas and additional Affiliations:
mailing offices. Out of County National Newspaper
One {VLST | $60 Association
Postmaster: For SiX MONtAS .. $48
Three months .......ccccccvevenennen. $38 South Texas

change of address,
notify The Gonzales
Inquirer, P.O. Box
616, Gonzales, TX
78629-0616

One year ....
Six months .....

E-Edition

Three months ...........

Press Association

$40 Texas Gulf Coast
$25 Press Association

Staff

PUBLISHER
Lew Cohn

STAFF WRITER
Vandy Van Epps

CONTRIBUTING
Betty Cohn

BOOKKEEPER
Sanya Simmons

The Gonzales Inquirer is published every Thursday by Guadalupe Valley Publishing Co.
USPS 221-740 o ISSN 1059-7158 ¢ 622 St. Paul St., P.O. Box 616 ® Gonzales, TX 78629

© 2024 Gonzales Inquirer. All rights reserved. Material may not be reproduced without written permission.

DR. DON
NEWBURY

The Idle
American

Routes old
and new...

he song has been a staple in
I Christian hymnals for more
than a century, underscor-
ing deeply held beliefs. “The Way of
the Cross Leads Home”--written in
1906--might be in the running for
Christians’ national anthem if it ever
came to a vote.

Until here lately, the “way” to
Branson, MO, has not been quite so
clear. Though highway routes to this
Christian entertainment mecca are
many--some of them picturesque-
-they can easily eat up the better part
of a day for Texans driving there.

Eureka! Southern Airways Express
now offers twice-daily flights from
Dallas/Fort Worth International Air-
port to Harrison, AR, just a half-hour
from Branson. Round-trip airfare is
around $150, parking is free and the
two-hour flight a few thousand feet
aloft provides welcome “look-sees”
at the colorful foliage below. (The
aircraft has eight seats, with some
safety requirements that may be
unfamiliar, such as use of scales to
determine weight of both passengers
and luggage. Rent a car, use an Uber
app or lean on a friend for pick-up in
Harrison and the short final “leg” to
Branson. Remember to pack light and
arrive early for check-in.)....

En route to this one-of-a-kind en-
tertainment center that emphasizes
God and country, one sees an exit for
College of the Ozarks in Point Look-
out, MO. It’s a stop worth taking, a
scant half-dozen miles from Branson,
this college of some 1,500 students.
The Lord is honored and patriotism
is the hallmark of the appropriately
nicknamed “Hard Work University.”

Students earn their way to four-
year degrees by working at numerous
campus sites. They graduate free of
debt, unlike many college graduates.

Named C of O president in 2022,
Dr. Brad Johnson envisioned an
additional symbol to enhance the
institution’s spiritual and patriotic
values. It already had The Missouri
Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Now,
the giant cross erected last year re-
minds students and visitors of Christ
upon entering or leaving the campus.
Artist/designer Max Greiner, Jr., was
commissioned for the project-- The
Empty Cross™ --made of steel--is 40
feet tall and weighs 28,000 pounds....

I have written about Branson many
times, but somehow was never present
for the much-heralded “Christmas in
Branson.” Though “late to the party,’ I
recently was “wowed’ by a community
emblazoned by lights and Christmas
décor, and a bevy of shows “glitzed up”
with festive costumes, Christmas mu-
sic and creative dancers. (The season
starts in November and runs through
the first week of January.)

During a whirlwind 46-hour visit, I
attended seven shows, including the
Sight and Sound Theater’s “Miracle of
Christmas.” This is Branson’s “crown
jewel” where all 2,200 seats often are
taken for productions that dazzle
with Broadway quality and are always
Christ-centered. “David” opens
March 8, 2025.

Other shows included The Duttons,
The Hughes Brothers, Pierce Arrow
(featuring a world-class baritone and
a Guinness Book of Records holder for
the lowest bass voice), Doug Gabriel,
A Tribute to ABBA and “Hot Rods and
High Heels.” They, too, sparkled....

Branson is a “family place” on both
sides of the flood lights. Central to its
“warp and woof” are shows dominat-
ed by multiple family members, in-
cluding three generations of Duttons
and their across-the- street neighbors,
the Hughes Brothers. They even “bor-
row” each other’s grandbabies for
manger scenes. This year, the Hughes
Brothers family has two of their four
infants “on loan” to the Duttons!

The Clay Coopers have to be proud
of son Colton, star of the “Hot Rods”
show, a high energy production fea-
turing 1950s music.

Doug Gabriel has been “at it” for
decades, playing a stringed instru-
ment his dad made from a car muf-
fler. He calls it a “muff-tar”

This account barely touches the
garment’s hem of Branson. Experi-
encing it--coupled with a visit to C of
O--never grows old, at Christmas and
throughout the year....

Dr. Newbury, longtime university president,
continues to speak and write. The Idle
American, begun in 2003, is one of the

nation’s longest-running syndicated humor

columns. Contact: 817- 447-3872. Email:
newbury@speakerdoc.com. Website: www.
speakerdoc.com.
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Apaches senior guard Jzyah Melancon (3) dribbles the ball down
in Navarro territory Tuesday, Dec. 17.

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS

VANDY VAN EPPS
Apaches senior center Dylan Hunt (40) dribbles the ball around three Navarro defenders in the non-district game Tuesday, Dec. 17.

Apaches travel
to Navarro for
tournament

VANDY VAN EPPS

Gonzales head basketball

coach Steven Pinchback on the
sideline for the Navarro game.

STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Apaches went
back on the road Thursday, Dec. 12
for a tournament at Navarro High
School.

The Apaches went 1-3 in the tour-
nament; beating Hallettsville, 59-51,
and losing to Marion, 66-40, Daven-
port, 71-28, and Lockhart, 46-35.

The Apaches dropped to 6-9 on
the season.

Gonzales hosted the Navarro
Panthers for a non-district game
Tuesday, Dec. 17; and they’ll host
the Goliad Tigers Friday, Dec. 20.

The Goliad game tips off at 4:30
p-m.

Apaches
fall to

Panthers
at home

BY VANDY VAN EPPS

Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Apaches
hosted the Navarro Panthers
for a non-district game Tues-
day, Dec. 18.

The Apaches fell to Navarro,
48-23, and dropped to 6-10
on the season.

Gonzales struggled early in
the game with Navarro jump-
ing out to a 10-1 lead in the
middle of the first quarter.

The Apaches quickly turned
it around in the second pe-
riod and made it 24-20, and
trailed by four at half, but the
offense stalled in the second
half and only scored three
points.

“Couldn’t make a shot.
They were getting confused
defensively. They just, I'm
gonna say, it'’s my fault. They
just, they weren’t ready. You
know, we knew what they're
gonna do. They just didn’t
execute, so we've got to do a
better job and just keep learn-
ing, keep growing,” Apaches
head basketball Steven Pinch-
back said.

The Apaches will host the
Goliad Tigers at home Friday,
Dec. 20 and Pinchback and
his team will be preparing for
their next challenge to move
on from the Navarro loss.

“We just gonna go back to
the drawing board, watch
film, prepare. Know our op-
ponent, try to shoot the ball
a little bit better. I mean, 23
points is probably, you know,
that’s not normally what we

See APACHES, page 6

Lady Apaches’ defense stalls Calhoun’s offense in win

Lady Apaches compete
in Brazos tournament

STAFF REPORT

The Gonzales Lady
Apaches went back
on the road for their
final tournament of
the season in Brazos
Thursday, Dec. 12.

The Lady Apaches
finished the tourna-
ment with a 2-2 record;
beating Brazos, 48-34
and Caddo Mills,
55-34, and losing to
Weimar, 54-52, and La
Grange, 40-36.

Gonzales returned
home Tuesday, Dec. 17

for a game against the
Calhoun Sandies.

The Lady Apaches
will close out 2024 on
the road against Smith-
ville, Friday, Dec. 20
and host Victoria West
Monday, Dec. 30.

Gonzales will open up
district play against the
La Vernia Lady Bears
Friday, Jan. 3, 2025.

The Smithville game
tips off at 3:15 p.m.

The Victoria West
tips off at 1:30 p.m.

The La Vernia game
tips off at 1:30 p.m.

BY VANDY VAN EPPS

Gonzales Inquirer

The Gonzales Lady Apaches
returned home from the Brazos
tournament to host the Calhoun
Sandies Tuesday, Dec. 17.

Gonzales routed the Sandies,
52-30, and secured its 12th win of
the season.

The Lady Apaches and Cal-
houn kept the game close in the
first half with Gonzales trailing,
18-17, but quickly turned things
around in the second half.

“We knew we had to come out
and make our runs and play the
basketball. We know how to play.
We got a little fed up in the first
once we started playing the bas-
ketball. We know playing slow,
going down and kind of getting
everybody touches. That’s when
we opened up the lead,” Senior
Bella Aguero said.

Aguero scored 30 points on
Calhoun; the second most points
scored in a game in her Gonzales
career.

The Lady Apaches defense
held Calhoun to 12 points in the
second half and recording 19
steals in the win.

“Kudos to Jordyn [Gonzales].
Jordyn, my little sophomore.
She came out and she put her
head down, and she knew what
she had to do. She knew she had
to bring the table, and she shut
everyone down. I'm proud of
Jordyn,” Aguero said.

The Lady Apaches dominated
in the rebounds recording 41;
juniors Jayda Glass and Isabella
Ikard led the team with 10 re-
bounds in the win over Calhoun.

“So gotta thank my defensive
coach Behal because she really
whips us into shape, and we're
really good at communicating on
defense, so we were really able
to get a stop in that second half
Glass said.

Lady Apaches head basketball

Mt

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS

Above: Senior Kilee Schwausch dribbles the ball past a Calhoun defender
Tuesday, Dec. 17. Left: Lady Apaches senior Bella Aguero moves the ball down
court against the Calhoun Sandies Tuesday, Dec. 17 at home.

coach Mark Belford was proud
with his coaching staff preparing
the defensive plan in the second
half.

“Coach Behal, coach Cantu,
they do a great job working with
our defensive kids. You know, we
just kind of put in some schemes,
and they really, really been
working those kids, and de-
fense is where we hold our hats
on, because we know we need
defense in order to be successful,
especially in our district,” Belford
said.

The Lady Apaches have two
more games remaining against
Smithville and Victoria West
before the start of district play
against La Vernia Friday, Jan. 3,
and the Lady Apaches have their
mind set focused on the last two
non-district games.

“Just try to keep our head
down and keep working and
kind of do what we do, what we
know, what to do, and just keep
working and hopefully make an
upset up and here in the district,”
Agureo said.

“So the last two games we have
they are pretty good competi-
tion. But, we've learned that we
could really play with anybody,
no matter who they are, how big
the school is, you know, we know
that as long as we work together,
we’re gonna be able to beat who-
ever we need to beat,” Glass said.

The Smithville game tips off at
3:15 p.m. and the Victoria West
game tips off at 1:30 p.m.

--STATS--

POINTS: B. Aguero: 30 points, J. Glass: seven
points, Syrenity Smith and Ikard: four points,
Amaya Ibarra: three points, and Kilee Schwausch:
two points

REBOUNDS: J. Glass and I. Ikard: 10 rebounds, J.
Gonzales: six rebounds, B. Aguero: five rebounds
Kianna White: three rebounds, McKenzie Gillette
and Skcarlett Cerda: two rebounds and S. Smith
and Zniyah Washington: one rebound

ASSISTS: S. Smith and K. Schwausch: three assists,
B. Aguero: two assists and Jordyn Gonzales and S.
Cerda: one assists

STEALS: B. Aguero: six steals, K. Schwausch: five
steals, J. Gonzales and I. Ikard: three steals and S.
Cerda: two steals.

BLOCKS: J. Gonzales: two blocks and J. Glass, I.
Ikard and A. Ibarra: one block
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VANDY VAN EPPS
Mustangs freshman guard Henry Benavides (4) moves the ball pass two Moulton players in the
Moulton Tournament Thursday, Dec. 12.

Mustangs finish third
in Moulton Tournament

o
Homeschool, 54-40. MWANES -
STAFF REPORT Senior Tristen Mikesh and freshman
The Nixon-Smiley Mustangs traveled to ~ Joe White were named All-Tournament by :
Moulton for their second tournament of Moulton. : ¢

the season Thursday, Dec. 12. The Mustang return home for a game

The Mustangs took home third place against the La Vernia Bears, Thursday,
in the tournament with a 1-3 record; they Dec. 19 and will close out 2024 with
beat Tribe, 81-35, and lost to Sacred Heart, their home tournament Friday, Dec. 27
61-49, Moulton, 48-38, and Austin Royals through Saturday, Dec. 28.

Above: Seniors Ryan
Piaz (23) and Tristan
Mikesh (1) shoot two
free throws in the
Moulton Tournament.
Mikesh was named
to the all-tournament
team at the Moulton
Tournament. Left:
Mustangs junior guard
Joaquin Monge (14)
defends a Moulton
Bobkatz player in
the first tournament
match.

PHOTOS BY VANDY VAN EPPS

GYMNASTS BRING HOME AWARDS

CONTRIBUTED
Avery Molina, Bentlie Burnett, Harper Patterson, Kinsley Valdez, Sofia Juarez and Peyton Ontiveros competed Saturday at
the Extreme Gymnastics facility bringing home 10 first place, 6 second place, 4 third place and 8 fourth place ribbons. Harper
Patterson and Kinsley Valdez also won all around for their age group.

N .‘\ Q "
p hl;\n ‘ ~ 5‘;- A
CONTRIBUTED CONTRIBUTED
Kinsley Valdez placed second on vault Harper Fullilove came back with three first place ribbons and a second place. She won
(left) and Bentlie Burnett placed 4th on all around gymnast in her age group. Harper competed in the finals Sunday, Dec. 15,
beam at the finals. coming back with 5th on the bars and 6th on vault in the level 2 silver excel program.

Looking for last minutegifts?
Time's running out, so come see
us here at Fehner & Son Grain
and Fehner Firearms for those
last minute gifts.

£ We will close at Noon on December 24th¥ \
and will be closed December 25th.

Lady Mustangs fall
to Lady Ro-Hawks
in road game

STAFF REPORT

The Nixon-Smiley Lady Mustangs traveled to
San Antonio for a game against the Randolph
Lady Ro-Hawks Monday, Dec. 16.

The Lady Mustangs lost to Randolph, 56-29,
dropping to 7-12 on the season.

Senior Janaelyn White led the team with
10 points; Ashly Garcia led the team with six
rebounds; and freshman Ruby Mendez led the
team with two assists and six steals.

The Lady Mustangs will close out 2024 with
their home tournament Friday, Dec. 27 through
Saturday, Dec. 28.

--STATS--

POINTS: J. White: 10 points, R. Mendez and Alize Davila: four points,
Brooke Crisp: three points, Janice White, Grace Gomez and Juliana
Kendrick: two points, and Ayanna Corpus and A. Garcia: one point
REBOUNDS: A. Garcia: six rebounds, J. White: four rebounds, R. Mendez, A.
Corpus and G. Gomez: two rebounds, and Brooke Crisp, J. Kendrick, Janice
White, Madison Yanes and A. Davila: one rebound.

ASSISTS: R. Mendez: two assists and G. Gomez, B. Crisp and M. Yanes: one
assist

STEALS: R. Mendez: six steals, J. White: four steals, Janice White, A.

Garcia and B. Crisp: two steals, and M. Yanes, A. Corpus, G. Gomez and J.
Kendrick: one steal

APACHES

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

do. So just got to tighten up and keep playing.
We're still trying to figure things out. But like I
said we're about a .500 team, so we do good, do
bad. We just got to do more good than we do
bad,” Pinchback said.

The Apaches will travel to Wimberley Friday,
Dec. 27 for their final tournament of the season;
they’ll take on Belton and Village Tech.

Gonzales will return home Tuesday, Dec. 31 for
a game against Smithville.

The Smithville game tips off at 6:30 p.m. and
the Goliad game tips off at 4:30 p.m.

Our thanks and best wishes
to all of you!

830-672-3110
_ 1822 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, T 78629

Gonszaless
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SERVING GONZALES COUNTY

We will be closed Wednesday, January 1, 2025

Deadline for January 2 publication is Thursday, December 26, Noon
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ing a little more than $8 million, or
about $318 per square foot, on actual
construction costs, with the remain-
ing $3 million (about $121 per square
foot) divided into professional services,
technology allowances, regulatory and
permitting fees and project contingen-
cies.

“I did want to point out just to keep
in mind this is a preliminary projec-
tion and will likely evolve as we move
through the reconstruction phase and
we gain additional insights,” Duke said.
“It does provide a realistic sense of the
project scale complexity based on the
information we have today.

“This budget was developed based
on the review of the current project
documents and historical cost data. It
provides a projection of cost to deliver
a functional facility that meets the
county’s needs. It’s important to note
that the construction estimate is derived
from historical data rather than direct
market feedback, so adjustments may
be necessary as the project progresses.”

CPM, which Duke said is a “project
management and owners representa-
tion firm,” was brought in by Gonzales
County commissioners at the recom-
mendation of O’Connell Architecture
LLC, which noted the company had
been invaluable in helping Mason
County build a new courthouse after
losing its original to a fire in February
2021.

Duke said he expects pre-construc-
tion work to continue through mid-April
2025. This includes completing design
documents, which are currently about
95 percent complete, as well as permit-
ting and then “selecting a construc-
tion manager at risk for a competitive
process.”

“We are recommending a GMP, or
guaranteed maximum price approach,
or construction manager risk approach,
for this so that we can work with a
contractor in a pre-construction capac-
ity to help identify ways to save money
and hopefully reduce the budget that I
showed you before,” Duke said.

Selective demolition would actually
begin as early as the end of February,
which Duke noted would “still be dur-
ing the pre-construction phase for the
overall project, so that there’s going to
be a significant savings if the county
hired a demolition contractor directly,
rather than going through a contractor
and having their markups on top of it

Duke said the construction phase
would begin towards the end of April
with substantial completion achieved in
March 2026.

“These are things that we will work
with the contractor to refine,” Duke said.
“It could be this is too long, but this is
an estimate that we put together based

GONZALES COURTHOUSE ANNEX
GONZALES, TEXAS
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on our experience. The goal is to open
the annex for business by April 2026, so
about a year after we really get started.”

Duke said he knows the completion
of the annex is necessary so the county
can look at restoring the Courthouse
with a possible Texas Historic Court-
house Preservation Program grant in
late 2026.

“I believe you have like fall time frame
in 2026 when you need to be out of (the
Courthouse) and over (at the annex),”
Duke said. “April 2026 sounds like a
long ways away, but it’s really not so, but
that’s the ultimate goal — to get out of
here so you can do this renovation.”

Duke did have commissioners take
action on awarding a $5,350 bid to
Clean Environments to perform a
hazardous material and environmental
assessment of the annex, which he said
is “essential for identifying and ad-
dressing any potential environmental
hazards such as asbestos and lead paint,
which ultimately ensures compliance
and safety regulations.”

Clean Environments was chosen over
bids by ECS and Terracon as Duke said

GONZALES COURTHOUSE ANNEX
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they offered “a comprehensive scope
and services, including asbestos and
lead testing at competitive price. This
recommendation aligns with the project
goals of thorough due diligence and
maintaining progress toward the con-
struction phase.”

Precinct 2 Commissioner Donnie
Brzozowski asked Duke what the cost
would be for a new Annex building
built from the ground up, rather than
renovating the existing structure, which
would be taken down to the structural
support walls and roof.

Duke said the estimated cost for a
building shell and core is about $190
per square foot, while the selective de-
molition for the county on the existing
annex building would be about $85 to
$90 per square foot with all contingen-
cies added.

“You are saving money over a brand
new scrape and rebuild, and that’s
based on what we know about the struc-
ture,” Duke said, indicating the price
difference between a renovation and
a new building could be $2 million or
more.

John Duke, team lead at CPM Texas, goes
over estimates with the Gonzales County
Commissioners Court for what renovating the
Gonzales County Courthouse Annex on Sarah
DeWitt Drive would cost if the building was
taken down to the steel shell and rebuilt. Duke
indicated the total cost, including professional
services, would be in excess of $11 million,
with construction costs alone in excess of $8
million. The project would have an estimated
completion date of April 2026.

LEW K. COHN

“I think we need to look into what
building a new building would cost and
compare it,” Brzozowski said. “We may
want to put a two-story building there,
we have two stories and there would be
room for more people. I want to be able
to look at all our options.”

“I'd like to explore what you're talking
about and come up with a figure, you
know, where we can double our square
footage if we go two stories,” Precinct 3
Commissioner Kevin La Fleur said. “I
know it’s always cheaper to build up.”

Duke agreed to bring cost estimates
on building a new building, including
the potential of one that is two stories
tall, at the court’s Jan. 13 meeting.

Commissioners have not indicated
yet how they will pay for renovation
of the annex or construction of a new
building.

The county does not have a debt ser-
vice tax rate and had a projected total
fund balance of $20,472,594.18 as of
Sept. 30, which includes $9.5 million in
the general fund and $9.5 million across
the various road and bridge funds.

The Government Finance Officers
Association recommends governments
maintain an unrestricted budgetary
fund balance equal to no less than two
months of regular general fund operat-
ing expenditures. For Gonzales County,
which has fiscal year 2025 budget of
$19,126,793.66, that would be about
$3,187,798.94.

we ease up on the burn ban

| would recommend that mayhe

BURN

over the CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

holidays and let folks get stuff done

while our moisture content is high,
and then revisit that after the first of

the year.”

—Jimmy Harless, Emergency Management Coordinator

that the Keetch-Byram
Drought Index (KBDI)
for Gonzales County had
dropped from 688 on
Novw. 25 to 623 as of Dec.
16.

Max Out 2024 Deductible Savings
Before It’s Too Late!
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to elective surgeries and follow-up care.

flips to 2025!

For more information visit
gonzaleshealthcare.com/deductible
or call us at

830-672-7581

Schedule Essential Health
Appointments Before Year End!

Have you reached your 2024 insurance deductible? If so, now’s the perfect
opportunity to schedule those important tests, screenings, or procedures you may
have put off. Before your deductible resets in January, you can save significantly
on essential healthcare services, from preventive screenings and diagnostic tests

Taking action now not only maximizes your savings but also helps you prioritize
your health, giving you peace of mind as you head into the new year. Gonzales
Healthcare Systems is here to support you with flexible scheduling options, a wide
range of services, and dedicated care tailored to your needs.

Don’t wait - openings for year-end appointments fill up quickly! Start the new year
on a healthier note and enjoy savings by getting your care in before the calendar

% SGONZALES
HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS
Feel the Difference

The Right Care, Right Here

gonzaleshealthcare.com ¢ 1110 N Sarah DeW

itt Drive « Gonzales, TX 78629 + 830-672-7581

“There are some
areas that are under six
(hundred), there are a
few that are over the 623
and we have received a
little bit of slow drizzle
and moisture over the last
couple of weeks,” Harless
said. “I have issued
several burn ban permits
for folks that are wanting
to burn household
trash and such. I would
recommend that maybe
we ease up on the burn
ban over the holidays
and let folks get stuff
done while our moisture
content is high, and then
revisit that after the first
of the year”

Harless said the Gonza-
les County Sheriff’s Office

has been helping respond
quickly to burn ban viola-
tions and he has tried to
be understanding with
residents who have been
antsy about not being
able to burn trash for two
months.

“I can see where folks
would, with the moisture
and stuff, assume that it’s
been lifted, so I've been
very understanding about
that, about issuing per-
mits,” Harless said. “They
don’t cost anything.”

Harless said even
though the burn ban
has been lifted, there are
rules regarding burning
that the state requires all
residents to follow:

« You can only burn

when the wind speeds
are between 6 mph and
23 mph.

« You can only burn
between 1 hour after
sunrise and 1 hour before
sunset.

¢ The burn must be
attended and water must
be ready accessible.

¢ You may not burn any
prohibited materials such
as rubber, plastic, metal
or treated wood and it
must come from your
property only.

If conditions worsen,
the commissioners court
could consider putting
a burn ban back on as
soon as their next regular
meeting, which will be on
Monday, Jan. 13.

We will be closed on Wednesday, December 25
so that our employees may
spend time with their families.

Deadline for Dec. 26 publication is Thursday, Dec. 19, Noon
Deadline for Jan. 2 publication is Thursday, Dec. 26, Noon

er

SERVING GONZALES COUNTY SINCE 1853
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(CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED WORD
AD RATES

$10 PER RUN UP
TO 20 WORDS

Pre-paid, private party ads.
40¢ for each additional word.

4 runs for $30
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS

$15.00 Garage Sale Packages

HOW TO PLACE AN AD

You can place ads online at
www.gonzalesinquirer.com
or call

(830) 672-2861

and/or email ads@gonzalesinquirer.com

All rates are net cash with order until credit is approved.
We accept Mastercard, VISA, American Express and Discover
or payment can be made in person with cash or check.

622 St. Paul or PO Box 616, Gonzales, TX 78629
(830)672-2861 * (800)210-5909 e Fax (830)217-8924

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

The deadline to place an ad in
the paper is Tuesday by Noon.

ERRORS

The Gonzales Inquirer is responsible for the first
incorrect insertion of an ad only. Call
(830) 672-2861 to notify of a needed correction.

CALL TODAY
830-672-2861

900 900 900 900
040 040 040 850 860
BUSINESS BUSINESS BUSINESS BUSINESS
AUCTIONS AUCTIONS AUCTIONS HELP WANTED WORK WANTED OPPORTUNITIES  OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES  OPPORTUNITIES

GENERAL FARM
LABOR. Benefits
include: Vacation,
Sick leave, Hosp.
Ins., Dental, Vi-
sion, 401K, ESOP.
Apply in person:
Cal-Maine Foods
Inc., 1680 CR
431, Waelder, TX
78959. Monday-
Friday 7-4.

Follow us on
Facebook for
gasy access to

SCHULENBURG
LIVESTOCK AUCTION, INC.

SPECIAL
REPLACEMENT SALE

Saturday, December 21, 2024
@ 12:00 Noon

COwSs

(Cows will be aged & palpated)

10 - 3 Year old Brangus Crossbred Cows
bred for their second calf to Charolais Bulls
60 — Crossbred Cows (6 yrs old and younger)
bred to Charolais & Brangus Bulls (SELL-OUT)

BRED-HEIFERS

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours

Sports Lover’s Tour

See an NHL & NBA game, visit Pro
Football Hall of Fame and tour
Lambeau Field & see 4 MLB games
from April 8-16

$2,800/person based on double
hotel occupancy

Ultimate Baseball Tour

See 7 MLB in 11 days including
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park &
Wrigley Field. Also included: Pro
Football and Baseball Halls of Fame
and a day at the Little League
World Series!

August 11-21, 2025

The Gonzales
Fnquirer!
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Please call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326 or visit our website:
www.bobsbaseballtours.com

VICTORIA
COLLEGE

Part-time ITV/WebEx Proctors
needed to teach at Victoria College’s
Gonzales Center. For more
information and to apply go to
www.victoriacollege.edu and click
on Jobs@VC. Victoria College is an
Equal Opportunity Institution.

W.3. FARM AND
RANCH SOPPLY

EQUIP AUCTIONS

HUNDREDS OF ITEMS SELL NO RESERVE!

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31

Find whal

(bred to low birth weight ACE Bulls)
8 — Brangus Heifers
8 — Braford Heifers
2 — Brahman Heifers (4 3% blood Brahman Cross)

joare
Jooking
e
[nquirer

30 - Brangus 1st calf pairs

OPEN-HEIFERS

1 - 14 month old Champion Valley Brangus Heifers
(850 Ibs) ready for bull
5 — Black Baldy Heifers
5 — Brangus Heifers
4 — 15 month old Braford Heifers (900 Ibs)

BULLS

(Fertility & Trich tested or Guaranteed to test)

D02578 Kenworth W900
semi truck

INVENTORY INCLUDES: semi trucks, motor graders, A
dozers, track loaders, equipment trailers, excavators, p .

EJ3270 '82 Taylor 300
forklift

4 — Charolais Bulls (2 years old) ..

2 - Brangus Bulls (2 years old) IS now hl"ng for wheel loaders, roll-off container truck, scrapers, urple EIJB
1 - Angus Bulls (2 years old) and more. All items sell where they sit. 10% buyers wave @ I 5
1~ Hereford Bull (2 years old) LOCAL premium applies. Aaron McKee TX Lic. #16401 AUCTION UII}& L

1 — Hereford Bull (2 years old)
1 — Hereford/Santa Gertrudis Bull (2 years old)
1 - Red Brangus Bull (2 ¥z years old)

Sale Barn located @ 746 E US

DELIVERY DRIVER

Class A or B, CDL Required

BID NOW! purplewave.com [JELCLLY

TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETWORK

Highway 90, Schulenburg, Tx 78956 Forklift Experience Needed —4 = — -~ 4 m v B
(approx.1 mile East of Schulenburg) . — S === F L E TR —m—m
To inquire call (210) 241-6392 (Armour) Apply in Person —= g A =
or (979) 732-0534 (Butch) 2031 Water St., Gonzales, TX N S S A A A e X
No phone calls TexSCAN Week of HOME IMPROVEMENT
670 670 Dec. 15-21’ 2024 Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your trusted
LoST A?‘%OFOUND APARTMENTS FOR  APARTMENTS FOR AUCTIONS foundation repair experts since 1933. Foundation
repair. Crawl space recovery. Basement waterproofing.
RENT OR LEASE RENT OR LEASE =T ? ."‘— Equipment Auction — Tues., Dec. 31. Hundreds of ~Water management and more. Free evaluation. Limited
\"-\.-"I 1"ll' I{T{}RIA items sell no reserve. Inventory includes: semi trucks, time up to $250 off foundation repair. Call Olshan
FOUND: LARGE LOW INCOME Apartments COLLEGE motor graders, dozers, track loaders, equipment 844-736-4590
RABBIT by APARTMENTS R T trailers, excavators, wheel loaders, roll-off container
' truck, scrapers, and more. All items sell where they LEGAL ASSISTANCE
jgzggﬁrén’[a%;lil Lorbreednrgozr;s.z, N3c; LFor ];:lderly, Victoria College/s Workforce sit, www.purplewave.com. Wesley Financial Group, LLC — Timeshare
identify. 512-799- electric  deposit ow income L . ADOPTION Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
9512. required. Apply at | Rent based on Income & Continuing Education debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational

190
LAWN, GARDEN

MARIO BERMEA
TREE SERVICE.
We Trim Trees out
of Power Lines
& Over Houses.
Remove Unwant-
ed & Dangerous
Trees. Proper
Trimming & Cano-
py Work. Over 30
years Experience
& Insured. 512-
923-4650, Smiley,
TX.

400
DIRT, GRAVEL

WE HAVE SAND,
select fill, wash
rock and com-
mon fill for sale.
Call 830-857-
4442, Durrett
Sand & Gravel.

520
SEED, FEED, HAY

HAY FOR SALE:
Square hay bales.
Fertilized coastal.
$9 each. Shiner
area. This year’s
cutting. 361-293-
8758

410 Village Drive.

Water, Sewer, and

Gonzales 830- Trash Paid

672-3419. Country Village Square
1800 Waelder Rd.

ADVERTISE! [ iyt

countryvillagesquare@voatx.org

WWW.voatx.or
& ¢ @

§30-672-2861

( PARKWOOD )
APARTMENTS

114 West 10th
Nixon, TX 78140
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays — 9:00am to 3:00pm
PHONE: 830-582-1343
3BR Apartments Available
Rates Based on Income
Rental Assistance For Qualified Families of very-low,
low, and moderate income applicants.
CENTRAL HEAT & AIR
ENERGY EFFICIENT
LAUNDRY ROOM
WATER, SEWER & GARBAGE PAID
HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE UNITS
Individuals with a disability wishing to request a reasonable accommodation
to complete the application process should contact the apartment manager
at 830-582-1343.
Para solicitor un apartamento favor llamar a manager al siguiente numero

830-582-1343. Para solicitor ° ble, favor
llamar manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

Personas que hablan espanol y requieren un interprete, favor llamar a
manager al siguiente numero 830-582-1343.

\ “This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer!” @ /

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, limi-
tation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national origin, or an intention or discrimination.”
Familial status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents
or legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of
children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination call
HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

Department is hiring for the
following part-time positions:

Electrical Instructor
Welding Instructor

For more information go to
www.victoriacollege.edu
and click on Jobs@VC.
Equal-Opportunity Institution

VICTORIA
COLLEGE

Est. 1925

The Division of Allied Health
Adjunct
Instructors for the for the clinical
setting of the ADN and VN
Adjunct
Instructors are needed at our

is hiring part-time

Nursing  Programs.
Victoria campus as well as
in the Gonzales, Cuero, and
Hallettsville locations. For more
information and to apply go to
www.victoriacollege.edu  and

click on Jobs@VC.

Victoria College is an Equal
Opportunity Institution.

—

Looking for a new job?

Looking for a place to live?
Looking for ?9???

Find it in The Gonzales Inquirer

TV producer promises baby warm, loving home.
Secure future, educational opportunities. Living
expenses paid, relocation possible. Woody, (214) 233-
5866, or attorney, (310) 663-3467.

BASEBALL TOURS

Bob’s Baseball Tours — Sports Lover’s Tour: See an
NHL & NBA game, visit Pro Football Hall of Fame
and tour Lambeau Field & see 4 MLB games from
April 8-16., $2,800/person based on double hotel
occupancy. Ultimate Baseball Tour: See 7 MLB in 11
days incl. Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park & Wrigley
Field, also Pro Football and Baseball Halls of Fame and
a day at the Little League World Series, Aug. 11-21,
2025. Call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326,
www.bobsbaseballtours.com.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

ENERGY

Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261,
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare!
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call
855-501-6864.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental5S0plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
200 Participating Texas Newspapers ¢ Regional Ads

Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

December 12 Puzzle Answers

(0))
(&)
(0]
©
N
w
[\

AW |O—=|N |
O|NINfPR|—=]|0JO|W
D|O=JW|IN|NfPB>|
= |O|RhJO|WV|INIO |
(ov) Kool NE Bl Kool B |\OR )]
OIN|OIN]|OV|[OW|—
N[=|O®O|N|OIjo | >
N|jw|ojoo|~|=jo|©
| |OIN|O|WIN|O|—

P[1[P]S
&l Last Puzzle
a0 Solution
HIE|N TIR[A[TIN[S TN,
S|E|E|D M S|A[D/D|L|E|O|N]A
ARRIE[S|T|S L|A[B|O|R
"YFRIOIP AN EMRIOUIT T/A|T[E|
1R|O[BIE[R|T F [UIN]E O[R
T|O[S[T|AINDU[PIlS AlP[E
E|[T[H[A L L T|E[D
S|UIN S|H[A[I WIN
R/A O]1[N|K 0
S|E[E|K
S|AW[E
GlE|E
L|EIN
L;ﬂi S-1719




Ei/Gonzalesinquirer

GONZALESINQUIRER.COM +« THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2024 n

CLASSIFIEDS

950
PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

950 950 950 950
PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

950 950 950 950
PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

f

The Classifieds

RIGHT
ON THE
MONEY!

Trade your unwanted
items for fast cash with
the Classifieds.

PLACE YOUR
ADTODAY

830-672-2861

publisher@gonzalesinquirer.com

GONZALES
INQUIRER
CLASSIFIEDS
P.0. Box 616

622N. St. Paul
Gonzales, TX 78629

Click on the
Classifieds tab at

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

THEN
CLICK

+ Place your ad

il

il

Find out
what
all your
friends
are talking
about

Follow us on
Facebook for
easy access to

The Gonzales
Fnquier!
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NOTICE OF SEALED BID FOR
SALE OF REAL PROPERTY

The City of Gonzales, Texas (the “City”) is accepting sealed bids for the purchase
of City Owned real property (the “Property”) as described in this Notice of Bid
Opening. Bids must be for all of the real property described and not just a portion
thereof. No late, emailed, or faxed bids will be accepted. The receipt of responses
does not require the City to accept any bid, enter into a contract, or to complete a
sale. Any and all bids may be rejected. Additionally, the City reserves the right to
waive insignificant and administrative errors found in any bid.

Legal Description: Being 0.2293 acres of Lot No. 7 and No. 8, in Block No. 2, of the
Neuman Heights Addition, Gonzales County, Texas

Street Address: St. Paul / Cone St., Gonzales, Texas 78629

The City of Gonzales seeks to obtain fair market value for the property and
reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The appraisal report is available upon
request. The estimated Fair Market Value of this property is $19,476.00.

The sale of the Property may be awarded, at the discretion of the City Council,
to the bidder submitting a bid in accordance with the terms outlined below and
providing the best value to the City.

It is the intention of the City to sell the Property based on the best value bid that
is submitted. If in the judgment of the City Council the bids submitted do not
represent the fair market value of the Property, the Council reserves the right to
reject any and all bids. Should any bid be accepted, payment shall be made by
earnest money deposit, subject to closing, and shall be deposited with the City
or designated escrow agent by cashier’s check or money order payable to the City
of Gonzales within three days of the award notice. Provisions of the sale of the
Property shall include:

1. For the purchase of the real property in “as is” condition;

2. For the conveyance of the Property by special warranty deed, and the deed will
specify the property is sold “as is”;

3. For the Buyer to pay all survey fees;

4. For the Buyer to pay all fees, commissions and costs associated with closing the
sale of the Property; Should the Buyer use a realtor, any such fees due the realtor
will not be deducted from the bid/purchase price;

5. For the Buyer to assume all responsibility or liability for any environmental
condition affecting the Property, or any clean-up or remediation that may be
required by law;

6. For the development of the Property, acceptable to the City.

7. Bidder/Purchaser is responsible for obtaining any title history information and
title insurance desired by Bidder/Purchaser;

8. Seller desires to retain all mineral interests and royalties to the property;

9. Execute Contract for Sale and Purchase of Real Property acknowledging any
conditions restricting the future use of the Property.

Certification of Financial Ability to Pay Purchase Price: Certification of financial
ability to pay the offered purchase price is required on the bid form.

Inspection of Property: Bidder/Purchaser and its agents or employees shall have
the right to enter upon the Property during regular business hours (8am to 5pm)
and upon reasonable notice and conduct such inspections, tests, and studies
as they may deem necessary. Bidder/Purchaser must contact City Hall at
(830) 672-2815 to schedule an appointment. Bidder/Purchaser may enter the
Property to conduct its inspection but shall be solely responsible for any damages
caused thereby. Bidder/Purchaser shall repair any damage to the Property it causes
or that is caused by its agents or invitees and shall indemnify and defend Seller
and hold Seller harmless from and against any and all claims, liabilities or
damages to the Property or against Seller caused by the intentional or negligent
acts or omissions of Bidder/Purchaser and/or Bidder’s/Purchaser’s authorized
agents, representatives or employees as a result of any inspection of the Property
by such parties.

Brokers or Real Estate Agents Fee: The City is not represented by a broker or real
estate agent and no seller’s fee will be paid to a broker or real estate agent. If the
Bid Form designates a broker or real estate agent representing the Purchaser, a fee
may be paid at closing to a Purchaser’s Broker or Real Estate Agent representing
the successful Purchaser.

The Property will be sold “as is” with no warranties or representations as to
suitability for any particular use. Conveyance of the Property will be by special
warranty deed. By submitting a bid, each bidder agrees to waive and does hereby
waive any claim the bidder has or may have against the City of Gonzales, Texas,
and the City’s respective employees and representatives for the award of damages
or attorney fees, arising out of or in connection with the administration,
evaluation, or recommendation of any bid, waiver, deletion or amendment of
any requirements under this Notice of Bid Opening, acceptance or rejection of
any bids, and award of the bid. By submitting a bid, the bidder specifically waives
any right to recover or be paid attorney fees from the City of Gonzales, Texas, or
any of the City’s employees and representatives under any of the provisions of the
Texas Uniform Declaratory Judgments Act (Texas Civil Practice and Remedies
Code, Section 37.001, et. seq., as amended). The bidder acknowledges and agrees
that this is the intentional relinquishment of a presently existing known right and
that there is no disparity of bargaining power between the bidder and the City of
Gonzales, Texas.

By execution and submission of this bid, the bidder hereby represents and
warrants to the City that the bidder has read and understands this Notice of Bid
Opening and that the bid is made in accordance with the terms stated herein.
Bidder acknowledges that it understands all terms herein, which include the
waiver provisions, and that it had the right to consult with counsel regarding all
applicable documents.

The City reserves the right to waive, delete or amend any of the requirements
connected with this bid.

Bids shall be delivered in writing on the attached bid proposal form, signed by
the bidder or an authorized representative, and enclosed in a sealed envelope to
the City of Gonzales, City Secretary, 820 North Saint Joseph Street, Gonzales,
Texas 78629, or can be delivered in person to City Hall, 820 North Saint Joseph
Street, Gonzales, Texas 78629. All bids shall be plainly marked “SEALED BID TO
PURCHASE REAL PROPERTY.” Bids must be received before 2:00 p.m. on
Friday, January 3, 2025 and any bid received after that time will not be
considered. Use of the U.S. Postal Service, private delivery companies, or courier
services is undertaken at the sole risk of the bidder. It is the bidder’s sole
responsibility to ensure that the bid is in the possession of the issuing office by the
deadline. The City will date and timestamp each bid upon submission.

Bidder’s Representation: By submitting its bid, Bidder represents that:

1. Bidder has read and understands this solicitation;

2. Bidder’s bid is made in accordance with this solicitation;

3. Bidder’s bid is based upon the information set forth in this solicitation; and
4. Bidder accepts the terms and conditions stated in this request for sealed bids.

City staff will publicly open, read and tabulate the bids at 2:00 p.m. on Friday,
January 3, 2025, at City Hall, City of Gonzales, 820 North Saint Joseph Street,
Gonzales, Texas 78629.

Bidders may contact City Secretary Kristina Vega at (830) 672-2815 for
clarifications and questions.

NOTICE OF SEALED BID FOR
SALE OF REAL PROPERTY

The City of Gonzales, Texas (the “City”) is accepting sealed bids for the purchase
of City Owned real property (the “Property”) as described in this Notice of Bid
Opening. Bids must be for all of the real property described and not just a portion
thereof. No late, emailed, or faxed bids will be accepted. The receipt of responses
does not require the City to accept any bid, enter into a contract, or to complete a
sale. Any and all bids may be rejected. Additionally, the City reserves the right to
waive insignificant and administrative errors found in any bid.

Legal Description: 0.9195 acres being part of Lot No. 10, in Range No. 2, East of
Water Street, in the Original Outer Town of Gonzales, Gonzales County, Texas

Street Address: 1814 Saint Paul Street, Gonzales, Texas 78629

The City of Gonzales seeks to obtain fair market value for the property and
reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The appraisal report is available upon
request. The estimated Fair Market Value of this property is $226,990.00.

The sale of the Property may be awarded, at the discretion of the City Council,
to the bidder submitting a bid in accordance with the terms outlined below and
providing the best value to the City.

It is the intention of the City to sell the Property based on the best value bid that
is submitted. If in the judgment of the City Council the bids submitted do not
represent the fair market value of the Property, the Council reserves the right to
reject any and all bids. Should any bid be accepted, payment shall be made by
earnest money deposit, subject to closing, and shall be deposited with the City
or designated escrow agent by cashier’s check or money order payable to the City
of Gonzales within three days of the award notice. Provisions of the sale of the
Property shall include:

1. For the purchase of the real property in “as is” condition;

2. For the conveyance of the Property by special warranty deed, and the deed will
specify the property is sold “as is”;

3. For the Buyer to pay all survey fees;

4. For the Buyer to pay all fees, commissions and costs associated with closing the
sale of the Property; Should the Buyer use a realtor, any such fees due the realtor
will not be deducted from the bid/purchase price;

5. For the Buyer to assume all responsibility or liability for any environmental
condition affecting the Property, or any clean-up or remediation that may be
required by law;

6. For the development of the Property, acceptable to the City.

7. Bidder/Purchaser is responsible for obtaining any title history information and
title insurance desired by Bidder/Purchaser;

8. Seller desires to retain all mineral interests and royalties to the property;

9. Execute Contract for Sale and Purchase of Real Property acknowledging any
conditions restricting the future use of the Property.

Certification of Financial Ability to Pay Purchase Price: Certification of financial
ability to pay the offered purchase price is required on the bid form.

Inspection of Property: Bidder/Purchaser and its agents or employees shall have
the right to enter upon the Property during regular business hours (8am to 5pm)
and upon reasonable notice and conduct such inspections, tests, and studies
as they may deem necessary. Bidder/Purchaser must contact City Hall at
(830) 672-2815 to schedule an appointment. Bidder/Purchaser may enter the
Property to conduct its inspection but shall be solely responsible for any damages
caused thereby. Bidder/Purchaser shall repair any damage to the Property it causes
or that is caused by its agents or invitees and shall indemnify and defend Seller
and hold Seller harmless from and against any and all claims, liabilities or
damages to the Property or against Seller caused by the intentional or negligent
acts or omissions of Bidder/Purchaser and/or Bidder’s/Purchaser’s authorized
agents, representatives or employees as a result of any inspection of the Property
by such parties.

Brokers or Real Estate Agents Fee: The City is not represented by a broker or real
estate agent and no seller’s fee will be paid to a broker or real estate agent. If the
Bid Form designates a broker or real estate agent representing the Purchaser, a fee
may be paid at closing to a Purchaser’s Broker or Real Estate Agent representing
the successful Purchaser.

The Property will be sold “as is” with no warranties or representations as to
suitability for any particular use. Conveyance of the Property will be by special
warranty deed. By submitting a bid, each bidder agrees to waive and does hereby
waive any claim the bidder has or may have against the City of Gonzales, Texas,
and the City’s respective employees and representatives for the award of damages
or attorney fees, arising out of or in connection with the administration,
evaluation, or recommendation of any bid, waiver, deletion or amendment of any
requirements under this Notice of Bid Opening, acceptance or rejection of any
bids, and award of the bid. By submitting a bid, the bidder specifically waives any
right to recover or be paid attorney fees from the City of Gonzales, Texas, or any of
the City’s employees and representatives under any of the provisions of the Texas
Uniform Declaratory Judgments Act (Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code,
Section 37.001, et. seq., as amended). The bidder acknowledges and agrees that
this is the intentional relinquishment of a presently existing known right and that
there is no disparity of bargaining power between the bidder and the City of
Gonzales, Texas.

By execution and submission of this bid, the bidder hereby represents and
warrants to the City that the bidder has read and understands this Notice of Bid
Opening and that the bid is made in accordance with the terms stated herein.
Bidder acknowledges that it understands all terms herein, which include the
waiver provisions, and that it had the right to consult with counsel regarding all
applicable documents.

The City reserves the right to waive, delete or amend any of the requirements
connected with this bid.

Bids shall be delivered in writing on the attached bid proposal form, signed by
the bidder or an authorized representative, and enclosed in a sealed envelope to
the City of Gonzales, City Secretary, 820 North Saint Joseph Street, Gonzales,
Texas 78629, or can be delivered in person to City Hall, 820 North Saint Joseph
Street, Gonzales, Texas 78629. All bids shall be plainly marked “SEALED BID TO
PURCHASE REAL PROPERTY.” Bids must be received before 2:00 p.m.
on Friday, January 3, 2025 and any bid received after that time will not be
considered. Use of the U.S. Postal Service, private delivery companies, or
courier services is undertaken at the sole risk of the bidder. It is the bidder’s
sole responsibility to ensure that the bid is in the possession of the issuing
office by the deadline. The City will date and timestamp each bid upon submission.

Bidder’s Representation: By submitting its bid, Bidder represents that:

1. Bidder has read and understands this solicitation;

2. Bidder’s bid is made in accordance with this solicitation;

3. Bidder’s bid is based upon the information set forth in this solicitation; and
4. Bidder accepts the terms and conditions stated in this request for sealed bids.

City staff will publicly open, read and tabulate the bids at 2:00 p.m. on Friday,
January 3, 2025, at City Hall, City of Gonzales, 820 North Saint Joseph Street,
Gonzales, Texas 78629.

Bidders may contact City Secretary Kristina Vega at (830) 672-2815 for

MONE
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find vyour next job

clarifications and questions.
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950 950 950 950 950
PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

950 950 950 950

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

CITY OF WAELDER NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID ON CITY The Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept.
SURPLUS ITEMS will conduct a prescribed burn
POLICE VEHICLES between January 3rd and April

] o 3rd, 2025 on the Neasloney WMA.
2017 Ford Explorer, 67,000 miles. Min. bid: $14,276.00 For additional information, call

2014 Chevrolet Tahoe, 100,000 miles. Min. bid: $4,896.00 830-203-0896.

Note: If sold to anyone other than law enforcement, the
police vehicles will be stripped of all emergency equipment.

PUBLIC WORKS

Yamaha 4-Wheeler 660 - Needs rim, tire and carburetor
kit. Min. bid: $1,500.00

E-Z Go Workhorse (Golf Cart) - Gas powered with no
keys, not sure if in operating condition. Min. Bid: $500.00

Carryall 2 (Golf Cart) - Gas powered with no keys, not
sure if in operating condition. Min. Bid: $500.00

Carryall 2 (Golf Cart) - Gas powered with no keys, not
sure if in operating condition. Min. Bid: $500.00

580 Super K - Case Backhoe - Rear digging doesn’t work
& has numerous hydraulic leaks. Min. bid: $1,000.00

1982 International Bucket Truck — Will not pass dielec-
tric test, has air brake leak, rear outriggers come down on
their own, the motor is good. Min. Bid: $1,500.00

2000 Chevrolet Astro Van 4.3L V6 — Rear A/C is not
working & needs tires. Min. bid: $1,500.00

2000 Ford F350 - Runs, needs a tune up. Min. bid:
$3,000.00

All items are sold “AS IS” and “WHERE IS” with all faults.
The City makes no warranty, express or implied with

respect to the condition of the goods. The City specifically

disclaims any and all UCC warranties of merchantability
and fitness for a particular purpose.
All bids should be sent to the City Secretary in sealed ’

envelopes, plainly marked “Sealed Bid Enclosed - City
Surplus Items” and mailed to the attention of the City

Secretary, City of Waelder, P. O. Box 427, Waelder, TX Find it in the

78959, or hand delivered during regular business hours
and to the attention of the City Secretary, City of Waelder,

300 Hwy. 90 West, Waelder, TX 78959. General inquires @ﬂn a[Bg
may made by calling City Hall at 830-788-7331.
’
Sealed bids will be accepted until 3:00 p.m. on Monday,
January 13, 2025. nqu[rer

The City Council will open all received bids on Tuesday,
January 14, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. at the Waelder City
Council Chambers, located at 300 Hwy. 90 West, Waelder, WWW. gOHZ'cl €Slrlqu11'€r com

TX 78959. The City of Waelder reserves the right to accept
or reject any or all bids, and to remove any or all items from 83 0 6 72 2 86 1

NO. PW24-0379

IN THE ESTATE OF N IN THE COUNTY COURT
N
GERTRUDE LYDIA ILEY N OF
N
DECEASED N GONZALES COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS IN THE ESTATE OF
GERTRUDE LYDIA ILEY, DECEASED

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the ESTATE OF
GERTRUDE LYDIA ILEY, DECEASED, were issued on DECEMBER 9, 2024, in
CAUSE NO.PW24-0379, pending in the County Court of GONZALES County,
Texas to: SHARON DALE SMITH.

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being adminis-
tered are required to present them within the time and in the manner prescribed
by law, with any claim being addressed:

SHARON DALE SMITH

c/o: Candace B. Kaiser
Attorney for Sharon Dale Smith
P. O. Box 792
La Grange, TX 78945

KAISER LAW PLLC

BY: /s/ Candace B. Kaiser
CANDACE B. KAISER
Attorney for Sharon Dale Smith
Independent Executor of the
Estate of Gertrude Lydia Iley, Deceased

STATE BAR NO. 00796510

P. O. Box 792

LA GRANGE, TX 78945
979-429-4600 (OFFICE)
candace@cbkaiserlaw.com (EMAIL)

900 900 900 900
BUSINESS BUSINESS BUSINESS BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES

WE Bu I\II}III\II.E’H?I.‘}!ISG’H%

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 - Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

the sale.
RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS
OIL AND GAS DIVISION
DISTRICT 01 Status/Permit No. 904487

DATE OF ISSUANCE: Dec 12, 2024
NOTICE OF PROTEST DEADLINE: 5:00 PM, Jan 2, 2025
Address: Railroad Commission of Texas
ATTN: Drilling Permit Unit
P. O. Box 12967
Austin, Texas 78711-2967
Fax: (512) 463-6780
Email: SWR37@RRC.TEXAS.GOV

NOTICE OF APPLICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the EOG RESOURCES, INC., [RRC Operator No. 253162] has
made application for a spacing exception permit under the provisions of Railroad Commission
Statewide Rule 37 (16 Tex. Admin. Code section 3.37). Applicant seeks exception to the lease line
distance requirement because the Applicant is less than the required Rule 37 lease line distance to an
unleased or non-pooled interest within the subject unit. Applicant also seeks exception to the LEASE
LINE requirement because the location is less than the required Rule 37 distance to an external lease
line for the NEW DRILL permit in Sec. , Bk. , GATES, S H Survey, A-228, EAGLEVILLE (EAGLE
FORD-1) Field, GONZALES County, being 13.3 miles NE direction from SMILEY, Texas.

PURSUANT TO THE TERMS of Railroad Commission rules and regulations, this application may be
granted WITHOUT A HEARING if no protest to the application is received within the deadline. An
affected person is entitled to protest this application. Affected persons include owners of record and
the operator or lessees of record of adjacent tracts and tracts nearer to the proposed well than the
minimum lease line spacing distance. If you have questions which are specific to the Application or
the information set forth in this Notice, please contact the Commission’s Drilling Permit Unit at
(512)463 6751. If a hearing is called, the applicant has the burden to prove the need for an exception. A
Protestant should be prepared to establish standing as an affected person, and to appear at the hearing
either in person or by qualified representative and protest the application with cross-examination or
presentation of a direct case. The rules of evidence are applicable in the hearing. If you have any
questions regarding the hearing procedure, please contact the Commission’s Docket Services
Department at (512)463-6848.

IF YOU WISH TO REQUEST A HEARING ON THIS APPLICATION, AN INTENT TO APPEAR
IN PROTEST MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE RAILROAD COMMISSION’S AUSTIN OFFICE AT
THE ADDRESS, FAX NUMBER, OR E-MAIL ADDRESS SET OUT ABOVE BY Jan 2, 2025 at 5:00
p.m. IF NO PROTEST IS RECEIVED WITHIN SUCH TIME, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR RIGHT TO
PROTEST AND THE REQUESTED PERMIT MAY BE GRANTED ADMINISTRATIVELY.

THIS NOTICE OF APPLICATION REQUIRES PUBLICATION

The location and identity of the well is as shown below:

FIELD: EAGLEVILLE (EAGLE FORD-1)

Lease/Unit Name : VOYAGEURS ]

Lease/Unit Well No. :9H

Lease/Unit Acres :1998.99

Nearest Lease Line (ft) :null

Nearest Well on Lease (ft) :280.0

Lease Lines :171.0 FNW L, 8244.0 FNE L
Survey Lines :277.0 FNW L, 8026.0 F SW L
Wellbore Profile(s) : Horizontal

Lateral : TH1
Penetration Point Location

Lease Lines: 3720 FNW L
7790.0 FNE L
Terminus Location
Lease Lines: 409.0 FSW L
1391.0FSEL
Survey Lines: 31980 FNW L
1943.0 FSWL

Field Rules for ALL fields on the permit application are as follows:
EAGLEVILLE (EAGLE FORD-1) :

Special Rules 330/0, 80.0 acres.
Optional Rules 330/0, 40.0 acres.

This well is to be drilled to an approximate depth of 11000 feet.

If you have questions regarding this application, please contact the Applicant’s representative, Patrick
Mendoza, at (210)403-7700.

VISIT US ONLINE AT GONZALESINQUIRER.COM

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 855-704-8579
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
D ———— |

*Terms and Conditions apply.

Decluttor With
The Glassifieds!

See how good it feels to rehome the
stuff you’re not using, and generate
some extra cash in the process! [

\

Call 830-672-2861
or email sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

SERVING GONZALES COUNTY SINCE 1853
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VANDY VAN EPPS

The Gonzales City Council at its regularly scheduled meeting Thursday, Dec. 12 in the

Municipal Building.

CITY
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was approved by the council was
the lease agreement with Gonzales
Dog Adoptions.

Johnnie Fogle spoke to the council
during the public comments about
the lease.

“Ireceived an email this week
from Miss (City Secretary Kristina)
Vega that had a document which is
going to allow us, with your ap-
proval, to negotiate with manager
Tim Crow to get our Gonzalez Dog
Adoptions lease service agreement
expanded to a five-year period with
maybe a renewal for 10 years after
that,” Fogle said.

“We are very happy with the op-
portunity. We know that there’s a lot
of things that we've kind of finished
working through to make it fit for
both parties,” Fogle added.

Mayor Steve Sucher said he com-
pliments the Gonzales Dog Adop-
tions center for having Fogle as their
point man for negotiations.

The council approved to execute a
ground lease agreement with Gon-
zales Dog Adoptions.

In other business, the council ap-
proved the following agenda items:

« approved Amending the City
of Gonzales’ Future Land Use Map
within the Gonzales Comprehensive

Plan changing the designation from
“Commercial District” to “Single-
Family District” on the property
located 1132 Seydler Street.

« approved Amending the Official
Zoning Map by Zoning Property for
the property commonly known as
1132 Seydler Street, said property
being currently zoned as C-2 Heavy
Commercial District and seeking to
be rezoned to SF-6, Single Family 6
District.

« approved Amending the City
of Gonzales’ Future Land Use Map
within the Gonzales Comprehen-
sive Plan changing the designation
from “Single-Family Residential” to
“Commercial District” on the prop-
erty located at 418 St. Michael Street.

» Amending the Official Zoning
Map by Zoning Property for the
property commonly known as 418
St. Michael Street, said property
being currently zoned as Sf-6 Single
Family 6 District and seeking to be
rezoned to C-1 Light Commercial
District.

« approved Closing and Abandon-
ing to the abutting property owner
a portion of a certain unimproved
street and authorizing the City Man-
ager to execute the Real Property
Contract.

NIXON
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discussed as far as his

pay and what he’s doing
is going to stay the same,
but he will no longer be
the interim city manager,”
Mayor Ellie Dominguez
said. “He’s going to be our
city administrator until
further notice.”

Dominguez said the city
will not be looking for a
new administrator or city
manager at this time and
the job will be Becker’s
“until he tells us other-
wise.”

Becker’s role at the city
is part time and he re-
ceives a salary of $45,000
per year but no healthcare
or retirement benefits for
the position, though he is
furnished a city truck for
use while he is on the job.
Becker also serves as the
elected Gonzales County
Precinct 4 Justice of the
Peace.

The announcement
regarding Becker comes
nearly one year to the day
he was first appointed
interim city manager to
replace Harold Rice, who
was terminated in Decem-
ber 2023 after five years in
office with four years and
four months still left on
his contract.

Two residents spoke up
during the regular meet-
ing in support of keeping
Becker on as city manager
or city administrator after
seeing the item was on

the agenda to discuss and
take possible action on
posting of the city man-
ager position.

Pablo Aguirre told
council members that “in
order to have effective
municipal governance,
you have to have a very
competent city manager.”
He complimented Becker
on his leadership, strategic
vision, governance, policy
implementation, account-
ability and administrative
and financial manage-
ment.

“Ever since Daryl has
been there, he has talked
to me about his vision of
where he wants to take
Nixon and his leadership
skills, I think, are impres-
sive,” Aguirre said. “Public
accountability — he has
that. He has legal and
ethical compliance aware-
ness, and is able to see
what is right and wrong,
and his execution of all of
these policies — I've been
impressed as a citizen of
Nixon.

“Every time I talk to Da-
ryl, he’s talking about the
budget, and he’s aware of
where his limits are, and
he’s working within the
budget. To me, that was
pretty impressive in that
he’s trying to do so much
and still trying to juggle a
small budget or a minimal
budget, depending on
what the situation is.”

Aguirre also praised
Becker’s communications
and interpersonal skills,
saying he calls or texts him
back whenever he asks a
question or reaches out.

Don Watt called Becker
“a known entity” and said
“everybody I talk to right
around town all say he’s
doing a great job.”

“Everyone tells me
the same thing — ‘Best
city manager we've had
in years,” Watt said. “So
we have a known entity
right now, but now we're
thinking about going out-
side and hiring another
individual to operate our
city who's going to come
here and try to take a
city manager position in
Nixon, Texas?

“If you have somebody
successful, they're not
going to come here.
They're going to go for the
big job, they’re going to
go to Seguin, Gonzales,
Victoria. We're going to
have an extremely hard
time finding a competent
city manager. We have a
known condition that’s
managing our city for us.
Why would we put outside
risk in the city by bringing
an unknown?”

Council members met
in executive session for an
hour to discuss the posi-
tion and meet with Becker
and City Attorney Eddie
Escobar.

Advertising You Can Use

Office: 830-672-3057

Mobile: 830-857-4006

¢ Residential & Commercial

FULLY INSURED
FREEESTIMATES!

HERE'S MY CARD

* Septic System
A&A Contracting, Inc.

DBA /WALKER PLUMBING

Sales & Service ML# M-8953
123 Bright Street Gonzales, Texas 78629
wwalker0522 @gmail.com

Gum Shep © o Hunting Supplies

For Assistance Call
Brandon or Stephanie Fehner

830-672-3710

fehnerandson@gmail.com
1922 (R 197, Gonzales, Tx 78629

g B ES '-4 FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.
%\flﬁ' MOTORS é"}\' @ 361-293-5545

. : 4p
Sale * Service * 24 Hr Towing 0 o (o) Complete Water Well Service

1701 Sara Dewitt * Gonzales, TX 78629 (830) 339-1236 Residential — Oilfield — Municipal

Licensed Drillers & Pump Installers

Call Larry at
361-649-4527

Call Jimmy at
361-564-8976

TREE SERVICE

Service Residential, Ranch
and Commercial Properties

Services Include:
« Stump Grinding
» Cavity Work

« Pruning
« Trimming
+ Tree Removal

« Cabling
+ 100 ft Crane Svc

ARNIAG

Family Owned Since 1930

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
WINDING
PAIRING

Al BUILDING |

FREE ESTIMATES

LEO MILLER & SONS

__ROOFING __
512-398-6961

S
so Yrs ExPERIENCE | 2 |5}

NEW ELECTRIC MOTORS IN STOCK, LG&SM, SINGLE PHASE & 3 PHASE - COMMERCIAL
GENERATORS - PUMPS - REWINDING & REBUILDING - NEW AND REBUILT MOTORS

PHONE: 361-293-2213 + 1-800-752-2581

AFTER HOURS: 361-293-8979 + 361-293-8253
406 Forest St. » Yoakum, Texas 77995

www.gonzaleslawnpro.com

830-672-7323 » 24hr 830-351-1152 Landscape Irrigation Privacy Fence Located in Hochheim. Texas
W wesimotors.com Maintenance Installation Email us - fdc@friedeldri’lling com
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elstnerdozer.com
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FIRST SHOT LIQUOR A —an LAND CLEARING Over 30 Years Experience & Insured
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(830) 822-1474 Roger Dyer

Administrator

\0 T I y 102 West Wallace St.
\ [ f Gonzales, TX 78629
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Lori “Tootie” DuPree
s ‘) E Owner
10 z/_/"‘
W Wallace

Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram

Serving Gonzales and
surrounding cities
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701 N Sarah DeWitt
Gonzales, Texas 78629

THE HEIGHTS®

OF GONZATLES

Office: 830-672-4530
Cell: 830-857-4724
Fax: 830-224-6982
Email: go.administrator@theheightsgonzales.com

QOO

+ Air & Heating
+ Repair & Replacement

« Maintenance Plans
License Number: TACLB60045C

Your Business Is

Greatly Appreciated!
“We Bring the Comfort”
TheHeightsGonzales.com

Mulching Services and Land Management
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LAWN & IRRIGRTION SERVICES
830-263-8683

Systems for commercial and residential
Fully Licensed & Insured

Call Sanya at 830-672-2861
sanxo.simmons@gonza|esinguirer.com
Irrigation System Repairs
Sprinkler Repairs & Installation

Landscape Maintenance - ) ﬁ“ 5&[3%@11([1111?21‘

Q) Check us out on Facebook ©glzservices20@gmail.com

Michael Durrett 830-857-4442
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ON MAIN

There was a full day of events for Miracle on Main Street in
Nixon on Saturday, Dec. 14 and the rain didn’t get in the way
of people having a great time. The first-ever Santa Shuffle

5K was held while kids had breakfast with Santa Claus at

the Community Center. There was a volleyball tournament,

a Christmas Cook-Off, a comedy show featuring Cleto
Rodriguez, live music by Glory Road, games and children’s
activities and, of course, the lighted Christmas parade. The
event was a partnership between Nations Christian Fellowship
and the City of Nixon.

PHOTOS COURTESY JASON MONTOYA AND NATIONS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Your Real Estate Resource for Life

Jackson Serving Gonzales County and Central Texas
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43 TXism: “ a sures many Texans 24 this Irving wrote 29 TX singer B.J. Ron _ column and box.. You can flgure.out the order in which
hoof” (run, dance) 11 many Texans fought songs for TX 31 chili___ carne 57 plegsure cruiser the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues
44 Redskins & Eagles in___nam Ginger Rogers (init.) 32 TXism: “chow down” 58 TXism: “boring as already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you
to the Cowboys 12 TXism: “pay __ __ 25 TXism: “gave __ 33 world’s largest a fishing T”P(\jN'”j’ name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
; s ” warden . e
45 Texas electronics co. never mind” (ignore) _song and dance desert - Answers found in next week’s Classifieds.
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JERRY WAYNE EDWARDS

Jerry Wayne Edwards
passed away on December
1, 2024 at the age of 77. He
was born on May 16, 1947
in Luling, TX. He grew up
in Gonzales, TX. Jerry was
the son of O.B. Edwards, Jr.
and Lenore Burnett Holt-
kamp.

He worked in the HVAC
sales & service industry for
most of his working life.
He also spent many years
as a volunteer firefighter
for the Luling Volunteer
Fire Dept. Over the years,
he enjoyed hunting trips to
Colorado with his friends
and taking vacations with
his wife, Frances Kay. Jerry
married Frances Kay, the
love of his life, on February
18, 1966.

Jerry is survived by
daughter, Manell Lynn
Martin and her husband
Randy; daughter Tammy
Edwards (Jeremy Leal);
and daughter Jerri Dawn
Hellums; sister Terry Jane
Voges (Larry); great aunts
Bitsy Johnson and Caro-
lyn Grau (Jim). He has 9

grandchildren and 14
great-grandchildren. He
is preceded in death by
his wife, Frances Kay; his
parents, a brother and one
grandchild.

A memorial service will
be Friday, November 6 at
4:00 p.m. at Harwood Bap-
tist Church in Harwood,
TX. In lieu of flowers,
memorials may be made
to the American Cancer
Society or Harwood Baptist
Church.

Services under the care
and direction of O’Bannon
Funeral Home

Pilot Thrift Store
closing for holidays

SPECIAL TO THE
INQUIRER

The Pilot Thrift Store
and donation shed in
Shiner will be closed for

the holidays from Dec. 22

through Jan. 6.
The store appreci-
ates your donations so

please wait until Jan. 6 to
bring your donations so
the members can enjoy
the holidays with their
families. No dumping will
be allowed during the
time the facility is closed.
Wishing all a Merry
Christmas and Happy
New Year.

Santa returns to Edwards
CommUNITY Center

SPECIAL TO THE
INQUIRER

Santa Claus is
coming to the Edwards
CommUNITY Center at
the corner of Kleine and
Fly streets in Gonzales
from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 20.

Come and enjoy free
games, bikes, toys, food,
and a visit with Santa! For
more information contact
the Rev. C.A. Roaches
at 830-822-0830 or Mr.
David Tucy at 830-263-
1611.

e Agent

1731 Seydler St.
Gonzales, TX 78629

0 830-672-7518
m 830-857-6296
E bcaka@txfb-ins.com

| BRITNEY JONES CAKA
~LUTCF, FSCP, CLU

FARM&RANCH / ANNUITIES / MEDSUP

TEXAS
FARM
BUREAU
INSURANCE

AUTO / HOME / LIFE

VISIT US ONLINE: GONZALESINQUIRER.COM

25th District Court
Sentencings
Dec. 13

Neftali Victor-Briones, sexual
assault, eight years deferred adju-
dication/probation.

James Hellums, aggravated
assault with deadly weapon, cruel-
ty to animals, motion and order to
dismiss.

Joseph McDaniel, possession of
a controlled substance, four years
TDCJ with credit for 302 days.

SENTENCINGS

2nd 25th District Court
Sentencings

Dec. 12

Max Ramirez Castillo Jr.,
evading arrest or detention with a
vehicle or watercraft, 12 months
in state jail with three days credit.

Kevin Cuellar-Montiel,
possession of a controlled
substance PG 2<1G, three years
deferred adjudication, $1,000 fine
plus court costs.

Hunter Reed Guthrie,
manufacture or delivery of a
controlled substance PG
1>=4G<200G, 10 years deferred
adjudication.

Irene Salas, fraudulent use or
possession of identifying
information less than 5 items, 15
months in state jail with credit for
141 days.

Hilary Ann Sanchez, possession
of a controlled substance PG 2
<1G, case dismissed Dec. 4.

LAW ENFORCEMENT WEEKLY REPORTS

Gonzales County
Sherift’s Office

12/08/2024-12/14/2024

12/08/2024

e Watson, Staton Allen, Age:44,
Cuero: Other agency hold-Driving
w/lic inv w/prev conv/susp/w/o fin
res, Required $5,000.00 Bond,
Released

e Cannon, Scotty, Age: 49,
Floyd: Local warrant-Assault peace
officer/judge, Required $25,000.00
Bond; Local Warrant-Bail jumping
and fail to appear felony, Required
$25,000.00 Bond; Remains in cus-
tody

12/09/2024

¢ Perez,Joe Alexander, Age: 46,
Gonzales: Commitment/sentence-
Proh substance/item correctional
facility, Remains in custody

12/12/2024

¢ Castillo,Max Ramirez Jr, Age:
44, Gonzales: Commitment/sen-
tence-Evading arrest det w/veh or
watercraft, Remains in custody

e Arrellano,Jarrette Andrew,
Age: 24, Gonzales: Commitment/
sentence-Poss CS PG 1<10z,
Remains in custody

¢ Torres, Erica Ann, Age: 34,
San Antonio: Local Warrant-Fail to
identify fugitive intent give false
info, Requires $1500.00 Bond,
Remains in custody

12/13/2024

¢ Barnes, Steven Kyle, Age: 19,
Bastrop: Local warrant-Unauth use
of vehicle, Requires $150,000.00
Bond; Local warrant-Unauth use of
vehicle, Requires $50,000.00 Bond;
Remains in custody

¢ Vidal, Manuel, Age:21, San
Antonio: Commitment/sentence-

Poss CS PG2 >=4G<400G,
Commitment/sentence-Unl carry-
ing weapon, Remains in custody

Total Arrest, Court
Commitments, other agency arrest
and processing’s:

GCSO 08
DPS 01
GPD 04
WPD 00
NPD 02
GISD 00
SMO 00
Constable 1 00
Constable 3 00
Constable 4 00
DWCSO 00
DEA 00
TPW 00
GCAI 00
Rangers 00
Other 00
Total 15

LCRA awards almost $900,000 in grants

SPECIAL TO THE
INQUIRER

AUSTIN, Texas -

The Lower Colorado
River Authority recently
awarded $890,973 in
grants to support com-
munity projects across
LCRA’s wholesale elec-
tric, water and transmis-
sion service areas.

The Community De-
velopment Partnership
Program grants will help
fund 37 projects, includ-
ing a new emergency
response/rescue boat
for the Tow Volunteer
Fire Department and
new emergency gear for
11 other first-responder
agencies; museum
expansions and reno-
vations in Columbus,
Cuero and Marble Falls;
new all-inclusive play-
ground equipment in
Leakey; and new fencing
and other improvements
at youth baseball and
softball fields in Gid-
dings and Matagorda.

Other grants will
help fund upgrades to
community centers and
meeting spaces in Bless-
ing, Coleman, El Campo,
Giddings, La Grange,
Junction, Luling and
Manor.

LCRA General Man-

ager Phil Wilson said
LCRA is committed to
supporting the health,
safety and develop-
ment of communities
throughout its diverse
service territory, which
includes all or parts of
73 counties.

“A community is more
than buildings and busi-
nesses,” Wilson said. “A
community is a place
where people live, work
and raise their fami-
lies. It's where people
build their lives. We are
pleased to provide these
grants to help these
comimunities continue
to thrive through proj-
ects such as improving
museums, libraries and
civic centers, and pro-
viding first responders
much-needed equip-
ment.”

Nearly half the re-
cently awarded grants
support first responders,
including helping fund
a new generator for the
Blue Volunteer Fire De-
partment in Lee County,
additional life-saving
equipment for the
Lakeway Police Depart-
ment and new air packs
for the Frelsburg VFD in
Colorado County.

“These grants help
provide reliable equip-

ment to first responders
who do so much to pro-
tect their communities,”
he said. “The first re-
sponders don’t hesitate
when help is needed,
and we are proud to
play a role in helping
provide vital equipment
and gear that can help
them do their jobs more
safely.”

To date, LCRA has
awarded 2,093 com-
munity grants totaling
more than $53 million.
When combined with
more than $240 million
in community-raised
matching funds, the
program has invested
almost $294 million in
local communities.

Some of the grants
awarded in the latest
cycle include:

e BASTROP: A $24,400
grant from LCRA and
Bluebonnet Electric
Cooperative to Bastrop
County First Responders
for cardiac monitors/de-
fibrillators and medical
devices used to deliver
lifesaving medication to
critically ill patients.

o CUERO: A $50,000
grant from LCRA and
the City of Cuero to the
Chisholm Trail Heritage
Museum for restoration
of two historic buildings

Gonzales Healthcare Systems
December 2024

Specialty Physician
Outpatient Clinic

Gloria Box, MD
830-672-8497

Kathleen Koerner, DO, FACOS
830-672-8497

HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS

i’\GONZALES

Feel the Difference

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Audiology
2 3 4 5 6 Amy Trost
Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Hearing Specialist
Dr. Miller Dr. Echols 830-372-2237
9 10 11 12 13 Chiropractic
Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Amy Trost Jeff Echols, DC
Austin MFM Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Miller 512-799-6811
Dr. Desai Dr. Quintero
16 17 18 19 20 Dermatology
Austin MFM Dr. Echols Dr. Quebedeaux Dr. Ryan Dr. Bui Vicente Quintero, MD
Austin MFM Austin MFM Dr. Echols 830-626-5551
Dr. Miller
23 24 25 26 27
Austin MFM Closed at Closed Dr. Ryan
12pm Christmas Day  |Dr. Echols
Dr. Kirchner
30 31
Austin MFM Closed at
12pm Obstetrics
Alyson Kirchner,
MD, OBGYN
Located at THRIVE Healthplex 830-379-1500
Orthopedics Surgery Cardiology Dermatology

William Craig, MD  Alpesh Desai, DO

830-672-3845

713-864-2659

Pain Management
Eric Miller, MD
830-272-7746

Urology
Robert Ryan, Ill, MD
830-379-8491

Ophthalmology
Joseph Kavanagh, MD
830-379-3937

Austin Maternal
Fetal Medicine
512-821-2540

Podiatry

Terri Quebedeaux,
DPM, PA
830-303-0005

to accommodate three
new exhibit galleries
and a multipurpose
community space.

o CUERO: A $18,568
grant from LCRA and
the City of Cuero to the
Cuero Volunteer Fire
Department for new
self-contained breathing
apparatus systems.

« FREDERICKSBURG:
A $25,000 grant from
LCRA to the City of
Fredericksburg Volun-
teer Fire Department for
a rainwater collection
system to aid in water
conservation and fire
suppression.

o GIDDINGS: A
$25,000 grant from
LCRA and the City of
Giddings to the Ameri-
can Legion York Post
276 for a new roof on the
American Legion hall.

o GIDDINGS: A
$20,080 grant from
LCRA and the City of
Giddings to Lee County
Little League for the
addition and repair of
fencing around the ball
fields, and a new shed to
store equipment.

o LA GRANGE: A
$25,000 grant from
LCRA and the City of La
Grange to the La Fayette
Masonic Lodge #34 for a
new roof and HVAC for
the historic lodge.

e LA GRANGE: A
$23,684 grant from
LCRA and the City of La
Grange to the La Grange
Education Support
Program Foundation for
restroom renovations in
the 1938 Hermes Gym
used by local schools
and youth sports organi-
zations.

o LULING: A $25,000
grant from LCRA to
the City of Luling for
upgrades to the Luling
Civic Center.

o LULING: A $25,000
grant from LCRA and
the City of Luling to the
Luling Foundation to
install air conditioning
in the demonstration
barn.

CDPP grants are
awarded twice a year for
capital projects for vol-
unteer fire departments,
emergency respond-
ers, cities and coun-
ties, schools, libraries,
civic groups, museums
and other tax-exempt
nonprofit organizations.
Applications for the next
round of grants will be
accepted during January
atlcra.org/cdpp. Ap-
plications are due by
midnight Jan. 31.
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Merry Christmas 2024

Well hey there y'all, ERIC
are we excited yet? By e ESTES
the time you read this, R e, Eric
Christmas will be less ~ and Eloise

than a week away. And
yes, I said ... CHRIST-
MAS. While I have no
problem saying Happy
Holidays, for me and many others,
Christmas is first and foremost still
about celebrating the birth of our lord
and savior, Jesus Christ, without whom
we wouldn’t have a chance in hell of sal-
vation (no pun intended). It’s just God’s
way of reminding us that he created us
out of love, and has given us the oppor-
tunity, that by choosing to accept and
follow him through Jesus, we'll be able
to spend a great deal of quality time
with him, here and beyond. I believe it’s
the best gift we could ask for, and has
certainly worked out great for me.

The three wise men were wise for
understanding who the baby Jesus actu-
ally was, and traveled quite a distance
to pay their respects. It seems to me that
wisdom these days is in shorter supply
than it was two thousand years ago, as
much of society rejects even the thought
of saying Christmas in fear of peoples’
opinions and not being politically cor-
rect. Yep, that’s surely wisdom alright?
Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds us to “Trust in
the Lord with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding; in
all your ways submit to Him, and He
will make your path straight” After my
acceptance, I'm very thankful for God
stepping in and straightening my path,
as stumbling through life and tripping
over myself was getting pretty old and
exhausting...again, thank you, Lord!

As I'woke up this morning and eagerly
poured my first cup of coffee, I noticed
the yard was white and glistening, as
last night was the first official freeze
of fall/winter this season. Not enough
ice to roll up a makeshift snowball, but
that coffee flavored snow cone sure was
tasty, after pulling out all of the grass,

T-Electric ®

(830) 857-4390 @

Serving Gonzales County
for over 30 vears.

Gloria Haug, D.D.S.

Family Dentistry of Gonzales
Gentle, Quality Care

606 St. Louis
Gonzales

Office: 830-672-8664
Fax: 830-672-8665

—\ =" |
| Fehner & Son Grain Co., LP
= 1922 Co.Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78629

*LIQUID
FEED

© CATTLE

* LIQUID
FERTILIZER
& WEED

s
HhPrLies

(830)672-3710 %
| \N e o N A\N

Scott Dierlam, Agent

1212 E Sarah Dewitt Dr

Gonzales, TX 78629

Bus: 830-672-9661

scott.dierlam.rhep@statefarm.com
State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services + Home Office, Bloomington, IL 61710

* HORSE
PELLETS &
FEEDS

* DEER
PROTEIN

A\ \N\V/Z]

STATE FARM

INSURANCE
®

Quality Auto
Tire & Repair

205 W 90A
Gonzales
830-672-3565

W oo
y£sT *T. g

830-672-2845
Hwy 90A * Gonzales, Texas
Sale every Saturday at 10 a.m.

HARDING PUMP & SUPPLY INC.
392 Johnston
Gonzales, Texas 78629
Phone: 830-672-2889
Fax: 830-672-2880

Hydraulic Hoses * Pipe * Valves * Fittings

LINDEMANN FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC.

Cost, Texas
Liquid Fertilizer =~ Weedspraying
Feed Tubs  Liquid Feed

Agricultural Supplies

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION
830-437-2269

Vaz Urgent Gare Clinic
The Vaz Clinic, PA.

Family Practice

830-672-2424
1103 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629
¢ All Insurances & VA Insurance Accepted
* New Patients & Walk-Ins Welcomed
* Wellness Physicals

Mon - Fri & Holidays: 8 a.m.— 8 p.m.
Our Specialty Is You!

Visit website: thevazclinicpa.com for additional info.

of course. Seeing as
how I've painted the
trim on my house and
out buildings white this
year, and am sporting

a white beard and hair

(wherever it grows), it
looks like I'm definitely in for a white
Christmas this year. That being said, I've
been praying for some seventy degree
weather for my grandkids to enjoy, and
it looks like we'll get it. While living
many years in Illinois, a white Christ-
mas was rarely a problem. However, 1
did actually prefer the twinkling lights
on the palm trees in Honolulu, and
who couldn’t love the alligator wear-
ing a santa hat in Miami? But in Texas,
my tree’s up, the armadillo in the back
yard’s covered in tinsel, and my red
cowboy hat’s ready to go!

This year will be the 67th Christmas
I've had the pleasure of experiencing
on planet earth. While some were bet-
ter than others (due to life’s inevitable
hardships along the way), I have been
appreciative of them all. From my dad’s
DIY train set, complete with mountains,
houses, roads and orange groves in
1963, through all of them with Eloise
and the boys, and now with two beauti-
ful grandkids, who could ask for more?
It's all just icing on the cake, and I thank
God for baking me a much bigger and
better cake than I actually deserve. I
would’ve been happy with a moldy
cupcake from the week-old cupcake
store, but God had bigger plans. Even

with all of life’s ups and downs along the

way, I still feel most days like a spoiled
child on Christmas morning. I've been
blessed with the God-given ability to
see life trough rose colored glasses, re-
gardless of what’s been thrown my way.
If you haven’t already, please give some
serious thought to allowing Christ into
your life, it’s a decision you'll never re-
gret. Jesus “is” the reason for the season.
Love you guys, Eric.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
Gateway Fellowship Church
320 St. Andrew

First Assembly of God
509 E. 3rd St., Nixon

BAPTIST
Clark Baptist Church
FM 794, Gonzales

Country Baptist Church
Highway 87, Smiley

Eastside Baptist Church
Seydler Street, Gonzales

Efeso Iglesia Bautista
Highway 87, Smiley

EIm Grove Baptist Church
4337 FM 1115
Waelder, TX, 78959

First Baptist Church
422 St. Paul, Gonzales

First Baptist Church
403 N. Texas, Nixon

First Baptist Church
Highway 108 N., Smiley

First Baptist Church
406 N. Avenue E, Waelder

Greater Palestine
Baptist Church
S. of 90A (sign on Hwy 80)

Greater Rising Star
Baptist Church

Harwood Baptist Church
North of Post Office,
Harwood

Iglesia Bautista Macedonia
201 S. Congress, Nixon

Iglesia Bautista Memorial
Highway 97, Waelder

Leesville Baptist Church
E. of Highway 80
onCR 121

Memorial Heights
Baptist Church
1330 N. College, Gonzales

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
100 Capes, Gonzales

Oak Valley Baptist Church
Highway 97, Bebe

Old Moulton
Baptist Church
1121 N. College, Gonzales

JOIN US CHRISTMAS EVE

S

CONTRIBUTED

The Episcopal Church

of the Messiah invites
the community to join
them on Christmas Eve,
Tuesday, Dec. 24, at 10:30
a.m. for a joyous morning
of singing and worship.
All baptized Christians
are welcome to receive
the Sacrament of Christ’s
body and blood as they
celebrate his nativity.

—— .t

:
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THE CHRISTMAS STORY IN RHYME

Christmas 2024
By Lynn Wilson

About two thousand years ago, in a town called Bethlehem,

A precious gift was given to all the sons of men.

In a stable that starry night, the virgin Mary had given birth;
Emmanuel, God with us; God incarnate came to earth.

His birth announced by angels who proclaimed God’s peace
and a vast angelic choir, singing praise that will not cease.

Into the darkness of sin and death came an everlasting light,
Illuminating the grace and truth God sent to Earth that night.
Awed by all they saw and heard, shepherds quaked with fear.
But the majestic truths they heard filled their hearts with cheer.
They went rushing to the stable where the Christ child lay,
sharing all they’d seen and heard as they went on their way.
The birth of Jesus on that night was the beginning of God’s plan
to open His redemption to every sinful man.

That plan continues even now; redemption will not end,

for Jesus Christ is coming back for all who call Him friend.

To all who hear this story and accept Him as their king,

Jesus Christ, when He returns, eternal life will bring.

RCH DIRECT

ectory and Devotional is Made Possible By These B
o Encourage All of Us To Attend Worship Servic

PLACES OF WORSHIP

Providence Missionary
Baptist Church
1020 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Stratton Primitive Baptist
FM 1447,
9 miles east of Cuero

St. James Baptist Church
Hwy 80, north of Belmont.

St. Paul Baptist Church
SE 2nd Street, Waelder

Shiner Baptist Church

Union Lea Baptist Church
St. Andrew St., Gonzales

Union Valley Baptist Church
FM 1681, NW of Nixon

CATHOLIC
St. James Catholic Church
417 N. College, Gonzales

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church
St. John St., Gonzales

St. Joseph Catholic Church
207 S. Washington, Nixon

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Waelder

St. Phillip Catholic Church
Highway 87, Smiley

CHRISTIAN
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
712 Crockett, Luling

CHURCHES OF CHRIST
Church of Christ
1323 Seydler St., Gonzales

Church of Christ
(Iglesia de Cristo)
201 E. Second St. Nixon

Church of Christ
E. 3rd & Texas, Nixon

Church of Christ, Belmont

CHURCHES OF GOD
Community Church of God
1020 St. Louis, Gonzales

Gonzales Memorial
Church of God in Christ
1113 Hastings, Gonzales

New Beginnings
1020 St. Louis, Gonzales

Episcopal
Episcopal Church
of the Messiah
721S. Louis, Gonzales

EVANGELICAL
La Vos del Evangelio,
Mision Capilla del Pueblo
W. Central at Hwy. 87,
Nixon

FULL GOSPEL
Camp Valley Full Gospel
Hwy 80, 7 mi.
north of Nixon

Full Gospel Church
1426 Fisher, Gonzales

JEWISH
Adat Haderech,
a Messianic shul
HashemYeshual

@yahoo.com

LUTHERAN
First Evangelical Lutheran
1206 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Abiding Word
Lutheran Church LCMS
1020 St. Louis St., Gonzales

METHODIST
Belmont Methodist
Highway 90A, Belmont

Dewville United Methodist
West of FM 1117
on CR 121

First Methodist
426 St. Paul, Gonzales

First United Methodist
410 N. Franklin, Nixon

Flatonia United Methodist

Harris Chapel
United Methodist
S. Liberty St., Nixon

Harwood Methodist Church
Harwood

Henson Chapel
United Methodist
1113 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Monthalia Methodist
CR 112 off Highway 97

Smiley Methodist Church
1 blk. S. of Hwy. 87, Smiley

Webster Chapel A.M.E.
1027 Church St., Gonzales

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Agape Ministries
512 St. James, Gonzales
Bread of Life Ministries
613 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Christ the King Church
1262 U.S. Highway 77
South
Hallettsville

Cowboy Church
of Gonzales County
J.B. Wells Show Barn

El Centro Cristiano
“Agua Viva”
403 Highway 90 W,
Waelder

Emmanuel Fellowship
1817 St. Lawrence,
Gonzales

Encouraging Word
Christian Fellowship
Highway 80, Leesville

Lighthouse Church
of Our Lord
1805 Weimar, Gonzales

New Life Temple
for Jesus Christ
16214 US 90 W, Harwood

River of Life
Christian Fellowship
207 Steele St., Smiley

Thompsonville
Community Church
CR 423, Thompsonville
Between Harwood &
Waelder off old Hwy. 90

Two Rivers Bible Church
1600 Sarah DeWitt Dr.,
Suite 210, Gonzales

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
Faith Family Church
1812 Cartwheel Dr.,

Gonzales

Living Waters Fellowship
306 St. Paul, Gonzales

PENTECOSTAL
Faith Temple
Hwy. 80 (N. Nixon Ave.),
Nixon

Holy Temple of
Jesus Christ No. 2
1515 Dallas, Gonzales

Iglesia Pentecostes
Filadelfia
893 S. Magnolia Ave.,
Luling

Temple Bethel Pentecostal
1104 S. Paul, Gonzales

Life Changing
Church of Gonzales
3.3 miles north
on Hwy 183,
right on CR 235, then
right on CR 236

PRESBYTERIAN
Pilgrim Presbyterian Church
CR 210 off FM 1116

Presbyterian Church
of Gonzales
414 St. Louis, Gonzales

Cheapside Presbyterian
Church, Cuero

TO UPDATE OR CHANGE A CHURCH LISTING, CALL THE GONZALES INQUIRER AT 830-672-2861

Delivering more.”

800.223.4832 | gvec.org
%“OTHERS‘? Dry Ferfilzer
4}0 ¢ ’ Custom Application & Soi Testing
3
w

3 STEVE EHRIG

§30-263-1233
P0. Box 1826
Gonzales, TX 78629

Morgan Mils
§30-857-4086

830-875-5425
1-800-299-5425

Harris Funeral Home
The place for a perfect tribute!

127 Hwy. 90A, Gonzales, Texas 78629
830-672-1075
www.harrisfamilymortuary.com

TEXAS BENEFIT SOLUTIONS, INC.

1525 WATER STREET
GONZALES, TEXAS 78629
(830) 672-0000

m
Seydley - Jll Gunesal Home
“Proudly Serving the Gonzales Area Since 1914”

906 St. Paul - Gonzales
830-672-3232

4 DuBose

Insurance Agency

826 Sarah DeWitt Dr.
672-6575

Services

Want more

customers?

Call 830-672-2861 for help
with your marketing plan.

_-/.,3_\
A.C, Collision Conten

2505 Ghurch Street - Gonzales, TX, 78629
Phone: 830-672-7303 - Fax: 830-672-7465
Monday-Friday 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM.

Angel & Abigail Casares
Owners

FURNITURE CO., INC

Your Hometown Furniture Store
703 5t. Paul Gonzales, Texas 78629
830-672-2911

672-8676

Guadalupe Valley Veterinary Clinic

2004 Church St. - Gonzales, TX 78629

" 1241 North State Hwy 95 | Flatonia

361-865-3099
HOURS: 11:00 AM TO 10:00 PM 7 DAYS A WEEK
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PAINTING

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

simply a matter of perspective.

The young artist has already placed in
the Fort Worth Stock Show Art Competi-
tion the last three years, and this year
competed for the first time ever at the
San Antonio Stock Show Western Art
Competition.

The Western Art Contest at the San
Antonio Stock Show, held annually
in early December, is one of the most
prestigious in the state, as it is open to
high school students who are enrolled
in one of 183 eligible school districts or
those attending private school or home-
schooling in one of 54 of Texas’ 254
counties, including Gonzales County.

Clements not only won champion in
the Watercolor category with her piece,
“Ghost of the Whitebrush,” but she also
in the running for Best of Show as one of
13 class champions and, as a result, will
receive a college scholarship.

“I'have been fortunate to receive
scholarships for each piece I have
placed with across all the competitions,”
Jessa said. “I am truly blessed to have
been gifted this talent by God and that
He has given me parents and mentors
that have encouraged me in my growth
as an artist.”

Jessa’s artwork will be on display at
the Briscoe Western Art Museum from
Jan. 4, 2025 through Feb. 3, 2025, and
the announcement for Best of Show will
be made at the Brushstrokes and Ballots
event on Friday, Jan. 31, 2025.

After that, Clements’ work will be
exhibited in the museum throughout
the San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo
from Feb. 6-23, 2025 at the Freeman
Expo Hall.

“It has been a longstanding dream
of mine for my work to be showcased
at the Briscoe, and I am thrilled that
opportunity is available to me as part of
this award,” Clements said.

Jessa said she has always loved art

- - —

Senior Year: “Grit and Glory”(oil) Place: 4th
Overall

from an early age.

“My parents have given me notebooks
and art supplies since I was a little girl
and have never been without something
to always sketch on,” she explained. “In
my high school years, I have been given
the opportunity to learn and develop
my drawing, watercolor, and oil paint-
ing techniques through the support of
my parents and my mentor, teacher, and

Sophomore Year: Reserve Grand Champion:
“Rooster” (watercolor),

friend”

As she entered high school age, Cle-
ments began participating in the Fort
Worth Stock Show Art Competition,
which receives more than 2,000 entries
each year. In her first year, as a sopho-
more, she was awarded Reserve Grand
Champion (second highest award over-
all) for her watercolor painting entitled
“Rooster”

Jessa Clements at the 2024 Awards Ceremony
in Ft. Worth.

Reserve Grand Champions typically
receive a scholarship of about $8,000, a
Reserve Grand Champion belt buckle
and four tickets to the rodeo as well as
having their entry sold at the November
art sale, during which they can receive
additional scholarship money.

In her second year, as a junior, she
won first place with an oil painting
entitled “One Last Ride.” She received a
$6,000 scholarship for this work. Finally,
as a senior this year, Jessa submitted an-
other oil piece, “Grit and Glory,” which
ended up winning fourth place in the
high school competition and won her
another $3,000 scholarship.

As afinalist, her entry will be dis-
played Jan. 17 through Feb. 8, 2025 at
the Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo
in the Amon G. Carter Jr. Exhibits Hall
Concourse.

TOWER
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Attorney Eddie Escobar, who is serving
as a consultant for the court before he
officially takes office on Jan. 1, advised
the court that Section 551.0725 of the
Texas Open Meetings Act will not let a
commissioners court go into executive
session to negotiate a contract un-
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less the court “votes unanimously that
deliberation and open meeting would
have a detrimental effect on the posi-
tion of the commissioner’s court in
negotiations with a third person.”
“There’s got to be a unanimous vote
of the commissioner’s court to be able
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to get into executive session,” Escobar
said. “Just wanted to point that out to
everybody. We don’t want to do any-
thing contrary to what the law says. It's
got to be legal; otherwise, if there isn't a
proper vote, then going into executive
session would be contrary to law.

“Every specific code section to go
into executive session has its own set
of rules, and I just reviewed that a few
minutes ago to make sure everything
was fine. I have to advise commission-
ers that the vote to go into executive
session needs to be done prior to that
executive session, and pursuant to that
code section, it has to be unanimous.”

Precinct 2 Commissioner Donnie
Brzozowski asked Escobar why this was
the first time in his 18 years on court
that he had been made aware of this.

“Where’s that been the last 18 years
I've been here because we've had
executive sessions before,” Brzozowski
said. “It looks like someone would have
stumbled onto that”

Escobar said the section of code actu-
ally has been in effect since 2003 and
was last updated in 2013.

“I'm not suggesting that the negotia-
tion has to happen in open session.
What I'm saying is that there has to be
avote before it goes into executive ses-
sion,” Escobar added.

Boatright said he didn’t understand
the need to go into executive session as
“it shouldn’t have a detrimental effect
on negotiation as we only have one bid-
der and one negotiation.”

Precinct 3 Commissioner Kevin La
Fleur made a motion to go into execu-
tive session, which was seconded by
Brzozowski. La Fleur, Brzozowski and
Precinct 1 Commissioner K.O. “Dell”
Whiddon all voted in favor of the mo-
tion, while Boatright voted against it.
County Judge Pat Davis did not indicate
his vote.

La Fleur, Brzozowski and Whiddon
were the three votes that had awarded
the contract to LCRA, whil Boatright
and Davis had voted against awarding
the bid as they favor a partnership with
the Texas Department of Transportation
and the Greater Austin Travis Regional
Radio System (GATRRS).

Following the vote, Eric Anderson,
the vice president of telecommunica-
tions at LCRA, addressed the court and
expressed they appreciated the court
awarding LCRA a bid, but unwilling to
negotiate any changes in an open ses-
sion.

“I would never want to do anything
that’s detrimental to Gonzales County,
so I didn’t quite understand what (Es-
cobar) shared,” Anderson added. “I am
happy to also remember the last meet-
ing when I was here (in October), and I
remember sitting up there and (current
County Attorney Paul Watkins) said ‘we
don’t negotiate an open session’ when I
asked if it was customary to negotiate in
open court in Gonzales County.

“Irespected that advice from the
meeting, so we don’t believe in nego-
tiating in open court based on that last
advice from Gonzales County’s counsel,

but we're happy to answer questions,
talk about anything, or share ideas that
we have!”

La Fleur questioned Escobar about
how a negotiation could take place if
one member of the court votes against
an executive session.

“You are never always going to have a
unanimous decision with the court, so
how do you get from where we're at to
negotiate?” La Fleur asked.

Escobar suggested the court could
grant authority to “a particular county
official to negotiate with a third party”
as long as the vote is made in open ses-
sion.

“Negotiations can happen outside
of commissioners court as long as that
authority is given,” Escobar said. “That’s
just one of a few ways to be able to do
that, but that’s not my call”

A new meeting would have to be
called no sooner than 72 hours after an
agenda is posted if the court wanted to
appoint La Fleur or another commis-
sioner to be the lead negotiator and
meet in private with LCRA officials,
Escobar said.

Davis advised either the county judge
or a group of three commissioners can
call for a special meeting, but it must
meet all requirements for posting under
the Texas Open Meetings Act.

A notice for a 2 p.m Thursday, Dec.
19, called meeting — signed by Whid-
don as Judge Pro Tem for the court —
was posted later Monday during which
the court will consider appointing an
individual representative “to further ne-
gotiate with the Lower Colorado River
Authority (LCRA), regarding the future
use, leasing and possible benefits of the
previously approved Emergency Com-
munication Tower Project.”

Sec. 551.0725. COMMISSIONERS
COURTS: DELIBERATION
REGARDING CONTRACT BEING
NEGOTIATED; CLOSED MEETING.
(a) The commissioners court
of a county may conduct a
closed meeting to deliberate
business and financial issues
relating to a contract being
negotiated if, before
conducting the closed meeting:

(1) the commissioners court
votes unanimously that
deliberation in an open
meeting would have a
detrimental effect on the
position of the commissioners
court in negotiations with a
third person; and

(2) the attorney advising
the commissioners court issues
a written determination that
deliberation in an open
meeting would have a
detrimental effect on the
position of the commissioners
court in negotiations with a
third person.

(b) Notwithstanding Section
551.103(a), Government Code,
the commissioners court must
make a recording of the
proceedings of a closed
meeting to deliberate the
information.
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PLAYSCAPE
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to day what it is to get up and
put one foot in front of the
other and not need something
like this,” said Lions Club Park
Committee Chair Garen Reese

as she was overcome with emo-

tion.

“The kids love it. As you can
tell, we've seen lots of kids play-
ing over the last several days,
and we have also played on it. It
means a lot that people would
open their hearts and their
checkbooks to support this.”

Reese said the club made
funding and building the
new playscape a high prior-
ity to tackle immediately after
installing the sun shade at the
adjacent Lions Splash Pad.

“There’s been numerous
people that have played a very
large role in seeing that this
was designed, and reviewing
playscapes, and making sure
that we provided something
that was really beneficial to our
community,” Reese said.

The Gonzales Noon Lions
Club Foundation, represented
by President Cindy Rodriguez
and Treasurer Britney Jones
Caka, stepped up immediately,
as did Gonzales Noon Lions
Club President Kristi Posey
and Lions Club International
Foundation and Past District
Governor Andy Rodriguez and
Texas Lions District 2-S5 - Past
District Governor Jane Istre.

The project got a much
needed shot in the arm from
Gonzales Economic Develop-
ment Corporation executive
director Susan Sankey and her
board of directors as well as
Gonzales Area Development
Corporation (GADC), led by
President David Lindeman.

From there the project
started to gain a lot of momen-
tum with assistance from G & K
McLain Charitable Fund, Gon-
zales County Mental Health
Advisory Board, The Horner
Family Charitable Gift Fund
and a late contribution via
Amazon and Texas Sen. Lois
Kolkhorst’s office.

City officials, including City
Manager Tim Crow and Parks
Director Ralph Camarillo, made

sure the old playscape was re-
moved after the new playscape
was installed, Reese said.

Even more exciting, how-
ever, was that the community
bought into the need for the
playground and donated
more than what was originally
sought, Reese added.

“Our original goal was
$275,000 and a large part of
that comes from the EDC
and LCIE but our community

Gift yourself

time to
check in

raised in excess of $150,000
that exceeded our project total,
which allowed us to add more
flooring,” Reese said. “There’ll
be other things that come out
here as well to the park. We
have a fountain and a really
cool bench coming. There’s go-
ing to be other seating areas as
well to provide people a lot of
different opportunities to share
the park and this space.”

Reese said she hopes that

Fmd cheer
In who you ;

the next generation of Lions
will one day add on to the
playscape so that it remains an
asset for the community.

Cindy Rodriguez echoed
Reese’s sentiments, stating she
knows all Lions are “extremely
excited about the community’s
interest and investment in the
All-Inclusive Playscape!”

“In addition to major
funders, numerous individu-
als, churches, organizations,

Gonzales Noon Lions Club, Gonzales
EDC and City of Gonzales officials
cut the ribbon to celebrate the grand
opening of the new All-Inclusive
Playscape at East Avenue Lions

Park on Thursday, Dec. 12. The new
playscape replaces the one the Lions
Club first installed 25 years ago.
Among those who played a big role in
getting the new playscape built were
Noon Lions Club President Kristi
Posey, Noon Lions Club Foundation
President Cindy Rodriguez, Noon
Lions Club Park Committee Chair
Garen Reese and Noon Lions Club
Foundation Treasurer Britney Jones
Caka.

LEW K. COHN

financial institutions, and foun-
dations have made monetary
donations,” Cindy Rodriguez
added. “The City of Gonzales
removed the 25-year-old play-
scape and made way for the
new and improved All-Inclu-
sive Playscape we see standing
in front of us today.

“What a wonderful addition to
our community! We invite chil-
dren and parents to come to the
playscape and see all the features
it has to offer. As we gift Lions
Playscape to the City of Gonza-
les, we are ever thankful that we
were able to provide this unique
playscape to our community.”

The holidays
are full. Full of

family traditions, old
friends and merry memories.

But they're also full of difficult moments that
can increase the risk of substance use.

If you or someone you love wants a healthier outlet for holiday
stress, visit TurnToSupportsTX.org for other options you can explore.
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For more resources and support, visit TurnToSupportsTX.org
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