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DISTRICT SUCGGESS, STATE HOPES

3 Gonzales County XC teams head to regionals

Nixon-Smiley
sends boys team
and individual
runners to
regional meet

BY VANESSA KIRBY

NIXON, TX - The Nixon-Smiley
Mustangs and Lady Mustangs deliv-
ered an outstanding performance at
the District Cross Country Meet, earn-
ing three individual district champion-
ships, numerous top-10 medals, and
several regional qualifying spots. From
junior high to high school, Nixon-Smi-
ley runners demonstrated determina-
tion, endurance, and competitive spirit
throughout the meet.

Leading the way were three Mus-
tangs who captured individual district
championships in their divisions. Gael
Robles claimed the 7th Grade Boys
District Championship, while Kayli
DeLeon earned the 8th Grade Girls
District Championship. At the junior
varsity level, Jayden Avila continued
the Mustangs’ winning ways by claim-
ing the JV Boys District Championship.

At the varsity level, the Mustangs
celebrated a major accomplish-
ment when the Nixon-Smiley Boys
Cross Country Team qualified for the
Regional Cross Country Meet. Rep-
resenting the Mustangs at Regionals
will be Kyzick Jantes, Jedidiah Alvarez,
Case Martin, Oscar Gamez, Nathan
Ordonez, Cayden Gonzales, and Wyatt
Garcia. The seven runners worked
together throughout the season, dem-
onstrating the importance of team-
work, consistency, and determination
to earn their opportunity to compete
against some of the region’s top run-
ners.

On the girls’ side, Ahtziry Espino and
Mariela Castillo Limon each deliv-
ered strong performances, securing
individual regional qualifying spots.
Their efforts will allow them to repre-
sent Nixon-Smiley at the next level of
postseason competition.

The Mustangs and Lady Mustangs
also had an impressive group of

See MUSTANGS, page 5

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

From top: Gonzales, Nixon-Smiley and Waelder cross country teams.

Waelder boys seek another
state trip after repeat district title

BY LORRELL WRIGHT

Waelder’s boys cross-country team
is headed to regionals as district cham-
pion for the second year in a row, with
a chance to return to state for a second
consecutive season.

Junior Luis Medina Rodriguez fin-

ished second overall at district, followed

by sophomore Jesus Oliva in third and
freshman Jose Torres in seventh. Mile-
Split lists Medina Rodriguez’s season best
in the 5,000 meters as 17:49.34, recorded
at the Gonzales High School Cross Coun-
try Invitational.

The Waelder girls also earned a

See WAELDER, page 9

Gonzales cross-
country teams
sweep district
titles, head

to regionals

BY LORRELL WRIGHT

Gonzales’ varsity boys and girls
cross-country teams won their
district races, with the boys edging
Floresville by one point and both
teams earning trips to the 2026 UIL
Region IV Cross Country Champi-
onships.

The girls scored 41 points.
Natalia Mar led the Apaches with
a fifth-place finish, followed by Jor-
dyn Gonzales in sixth, Riley Cantu
in seventh, Journie Matias in 10th
and Khloe Granados in 13th.

The boys scored 38 points to Flo-
resville’s 39. Homero Ruiz placed
second overall, Diego Leon was
third and Brayden Nichols finished
seventh. Dillon Rosales and Carlos
Pedraza rounded out Gonzales’
five scoring runners in 12th and
14th place.

For head coach Haley Garza,
the district win was a first in her
high school coaching career, and
sharing it with this group made it
especially meaningful.

“I'm proud of the work, commit-
ment and trust they have put into
our program all season,” Garza
said. “As a coach, you hope your
athletes see their hard work pay
off, and getting to celebrate that
together was something I'll always
remember.’

The boys’ finish showed just how
much each runner mattered. Their
one-point margin over Floresville
came after a race in which every
place counted toward the team
score.

“Both teams stayed competitive
and fought for every position, and
that made the difference in the
end,” Garza said.

Leon, a senior who finished third

See APACHES, page 10

National Night Out brmgs nelghbors together in Gonzales

STAFF REPORTS

Gonzales residents made
time for a night with their
neighbors Tuesday, Oct. 20,
gathering at Edwards Commu-
nity Center for a well-attended
National Night Out celebration.

The free event gave families
an opportunity to enjoy an
evening together and connect
with the people and organiza-
tions serving their commu-
nity. Organizers had planned
bicycle giveaways, games, face
painting, candy and free food,
with local businesses and com-
munity groups invited to host

See NIGHT OUT, page 9
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Nixon-Smiley culinary students place
first at St. Philip’s Salsa Invitational

BY VANESSA KIRBY

SAN ANTONIO, TX - Nixon-
Smiley High School seniors Garet
Gonzales and Fernando Acosta
won first place at the St. Philip’s
Salsa Invitational, outperforming
14 other San Antonio-area high
school culinary arts teams with
their award-winning corn salsa
featuring Aji Amarillo peppers.

The victory marks another
impressive showing for the Nixon-
Smiley Culinary Arts program,
which earned the People’s Choice
Award at last year’s competition for
a watermelon and pineapple salsa.
This year, the Mustangs took their
success to the next level, claiming
the top overall prize.

Gonzales and Acosta, both se-
niors in the Nixon-Smiley Culinary
Arts pathway, collaborated to
develop a unique recipe that paired
the sweetness of corn with the
distinctive flavors of Aji Amarillo,

a South American yellow pepper
known for its bright, floral notes
and citrus-like flavor. The pepper is
commonly used in dishes such as
ceviche and grilled foods.

Gonzales led the brainstorming
and development of the recipe,
while Acosta played a key role in
tasting, evaluating, and providing
feedback to achieve the perfect bal-
ance of heat and sweetness. Their
teamwork ultimately produced a
salsa that impressed the competi-
tion’s judges.

However, the competition
involved much more than simply
making a delicious salsa. Competi-
tors were required to prepare and
cook their entries in an unfamiliar
kitchen while being closely ob-
served and evaluated on their knife
skills, food-preparation techniques,
and sanitation practices.

Despite the pressure, the Nixon-
Smiley duo delivered an outstand-
ing performance, earning an
average judges’ score of 58 out of

60 points. “I am so proud of both
of these young men for represent-
ing themselves and Nixon at the
highest level,” their culinary arts
instructor, Chef Cruz, said. The
instructor also credited H-E-B for
helping make the team’s success
possible. Through a fresh fruit
and vegetable grant from H-E-B,
the culinary program was able to
obtain ingredients for practice and
recipe development leading up to
the competition.

The first-place finish is a testa-
ment to the dedication of Gonzales
and Acosta and to the hands-on
learning opportunities provided by
Nixon-Smiley’s Career and Tech-

nical Education programs. Their
achievement demonstrates how
classroom instruction, creativity,
and teamwork can translate into
success against larger schools and
programs.

For Nixon-Smiley, the victory is
about more than winning a salsa
competition. It also shows Mustang
students competing at a high level,
building valuable career skills, and
proudly representing their school
and community.

Congratulations to Garet Gon-
zales, Fernando Acosta, and
the Nixon-Smiley Culinary Arts
Department on bringing home first
place!
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Purple Cactus

. festival brings a
full day of Gonzales

art,

BY LORRELL WRIGHT

A market booth can be the beginning of
the day, not the whole plan. At the Purple
Cactus Art Festival & Market, visitors can
shop handmade work, watch artists dem-
onstrate what they do, try a mini class, grab
something to eat and join a photo hunt
through Gonzales’ public art.

The second annual festival is set for Nov. 7-8
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the JB Wells Expo Cen-
ter. Admission is $5. There will be activities for
kids, options for adults and plenty for anyone
who simply wants to browse, visit with neigh-
bors and enjoy a weekend close to home.

The art hunt sends registered teams
around town to photograph local murals
and public art, giving Gonzales itself a place
in the festival. Sign-up has closed, but the
hunt is one way the event reaches beyond
the expo center. Inside, visitors can take mini
classes, watch demonstrations and try activi-
ties such as painting small canvases, making

food and fun

See FESTIVAL, page 5

A new reason to stop
in: Tammy helps
neighbors discover
Gonzales hidden gems

BY LORRELL WRIGHT

After graduating from Gonzales High School,
Tammy moved away for a time before returning to
the community she loves. Still, there were busi-
nesses around town she had driven past again and
again without ever stopping.

One evening, she was scrolling Facebook from
her couch when three posts in a row introduced her
to local small businesses she had never heard of.

“Wait, how do I not know about this place?” she
remembers thinking.

The posts left her wondering how many other
people might be missing out on places close to
home. Tammy began making reviews to introduce
those businesses and the people behind them to a
wider audience.

She knows what it takes to build a small business
herself. Tammy started her balloon business in
2023 while working full time at Wells Fargo. At the
end of 2024, she left the bank to pursue it full time,
amove she said gave her more freedom to spend
time with her family and do work she enjoys.

She had already been sharing videos of balloon
setups, so being in front of the camera felt natural.
Reviewing places brought together things she loves:
talking, meeting people and trying something new.

“I'love to talk. I love to meet people,” she said. “So
it just all works.”

Tammy’s first review was Ebi-Ebi Sushi in Seguin.
She initially thought she would focus on restau-
rants, particularly smaller businesses that may not
have the reach of larger chains. She shared a quick
review, liked the response and realized she wanted
to keep going. Now she is open to trying different
kinds of places and experiences.

She shares content on TikTok, Instagram and
Facebook. To decide where to visit, she often turns
to TikTok and Facebook videos to get a feel for a
place and see whether it catches her interest. Some
businesses have started inviting Tammy to come in
and try a dish or product for herself. She also seeks
out places she discovers on her own.

As her videos reached more people, Tammy saw
how a review could help a business connect with
customers. She named Tony’s and Amy’s as two of
her favorite reviews. The response she described
came from Tony’s in Cuero: its owners told her a
line had formed outside the next day. The video has
drawn about 30,000 views, she said.

Tammy'’s focus is on sharing places she feels good
recommending. When she had an experience she
could not honestly recommend, she chose to leave
it off her page. “I want my content to be very posi-
tive, uplifting,” she said. As a small-business owner,
she understands how much it means when people
choose to stop in and support a local business.

Her social media work has also begun earning
money through the platforms. Tammy said she can
see the potential for it to grow into something that
helps support her family while allowing her to keep
doing work she loves.

The people she meets are a big part of what keeps

See TAMMY, page 5
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other cats, but really likes
being with a person. Her
personality never changes,
so if you need a fur-friend,
please come visit with
Charolette. FYI: Comes
with her own toy Spring

ADOPTION FEE: $ 35
UTD: Shots & Rabies,
SPAYED, DOB: 3/1/2026
Please call 830-263-0066

James Barborak
Van Johnson
Rachel Menking

Kyleigh Tieken
Miranda Vinklarek
October 23rd
ARE YOU Jacob Clack
Jon C
LONELY? MEET o
CHAROLETTE D
She is a very friendly, Sara Holton
playful 7 mth old kitten. Byron Lester
You will never be alone, as Linda Rathmann
she will be your shadow Sharon Tenberg
all day. Friendly wiith Michael Thiele

Paul Watkins Jr.

October 22nd

dlelations

Birthdays
October 24th Lew Cohn
Melvin Bain
Morgan Barnett October 27th
Reida Bastien Frank Ball
Ashley Berger Brittany Nicole Brown
Terry Clay Bryanna Iakopo
Charlotte Masek

Isabella McIntosh
Adolph Ramirez
Bubba Simmons

Jason Paryzek

()BCtt?be]l; lzfth Reynold Veselka
rittany Belsher h
Rachel Cantu Miranda Wenzel
Christy Diamond
Daisy Gaines October 28th
Albert Harvey Weston Brecosky
Caleb Penney Tyler Gescheidle

Kayelynn Sutton Gayla Keeter
Tammy Fern Reininger
Bryce Spies

Toni Washichek

October 26th
Ricky Campion
Anniversary
October 23rd

Daniel & Lisa Hernandez

or come Vvisit

1606 N Sarah Dewitt Drive, Gonzales, Texas
(830) 672-2402 - www.storeyjewelers.com

brought to you by

STOREY

JEWELERS
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Upcoming Events at J.B. Wells Park in Gonzales

October 23rd -25th
THSRA Region 6 Rodeo

October 28th
Rafter E Productions Barrel Race

Proudly brought to you by:

Fehner & Son Grain

830-672-3110
1922 Co. Road 197, Gonzales, TK 78629
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Q:A

CALVIN FINCH

Q. My St Augustine lawn has
not looked good for several
years. I have blamed its poor
appearance on the drought and
lack of fertilizer but it is very
strange right now because it is
evenly covered by a 6-inch plant
with rounded leaves and small
yellow flowers. It is very attrac-
tive. Is it the” horse herb” you
keep talking about? The plant
growth and green up coincided
with that last 2-inch rain we
had. We have also been mow-
ing it every week. What can we
expect for the rest of the winter?

A. Tt certainly sounds like
horse herb ( also called straggler
daisy). Have the black swallowtail
butterflies been visiting blooms(
another symptom of horse herb
prospering)? Ifitis horse herb
it would indicate that your lawn
area may have too much shade
to support a healthy St Augustine
grass lawn. You may want to
continue to encourage the horse
herb with your regular mowing.
The horse herb may even receive
enough moisture in the predicted

drought breaking rainy period
for it to continue to prosper.
Keep us informed.

Q. Tell us again what annual
flowers are best to replace the
zinnias, pentas, moss roses and
begonias for the winter flower
garden.

A. The main replacement for
zinnias in the sunny part of the
garden is usually snapdragons
supplemented by stocks, calen-
dula, pansies, violas and sweet
peas. Plant sweet peas with seed
against a tomato cage or trellis
for support of the vines. Plant the
other flowers in the sun as trans-
plants. Sweet peas and stocks are
wonderfully fragrant and make
great cut flowers along with the
snapdragons. In the shade watch
for cyclamen and primula. The
available colors are sometimes
hard to believe they are so attrac-
tive. Protect them from slugs and
snails with a regular application
of a slug and snail bait.

Q. In past years I always

See GARDEN, page 5

Hallettsville Livestock
Commission Co.

Where your livestock brings top $$$ everytime!

GONZALES LIVESTOCK
MARKET REPORT
Sale Date: October 17, 2026

Cost 4-H gives back to community
through October service projects

LIVESTOCK WEEKLY REPORTS

Heifers:
200-300 Ibs - 433-463-540
300-400 Ibs - 386-416-650

this week. Heavier weight class-

CONTRIBUTED

Members of the Cost 4-H
Club are putting the 4-H motto,
“To Make the Best Better,” into
action through community
service projects that support
local schools and fellow 4-H
members.

For their October community
service project, Cost 4-H mem-
bers collected Clorox disinfect-
ing wipes and Germ-X hand
sanitizer to donate to Gonzales
Independent School District.
These supplies will help sup-
port a cleaner, healthier learning
environment for students and
teachers throughout the district.

In addition to supporting local
schools, club members donated
two giant bags of candy to the
Gonzales County 4-H Council
for its upcoming Trunk or Treat
event. The contribution will
help provide a fun and festive
experience for local children and
families.

See 4-H, page 5

Barb. Bucks: 250.00 - 375.00

es sold steady/strong. Light

weights sold stronger again.

CUERO LIVESTOCK MARKET

AUCTION SALE EVERY TUESDAY

Call 361-798-2542

We appreciate your business!

Receipts this week: 787 Cattle
Compared to our last sale:
Number 1 choice calves and
yearlings sold steady and active.
Less quality calves and year-
lings sold steady. Packer cows
and bulls sold steady.
Stocker-feeder Steers: Medium

and large-frame No. 1: 150-300

Ibs., 425.00-810.00;

Tree Trimming,

300-400 Ibs., 410.00-570.00;
400-500 Ibs., 335.00-520.00;
500-600 Ibs., 315.00-415.00;
600-700 Ibs., 295.00-360.00; 700
-800 Ibs., 310.00-335.00

Bull Yearlings: 700-900 Ibs.,

400-500 Ibs - 341-371-450
500-600 Ibs - 298-328-465
600-700 Ibs - 278-308-353
700-800 Ibs - 271-301-348
Slaughter Cows: 85 - 126

Stocker Cows: 2000-3000
Slaughter Bulls: 100-180

Pairs: None to test market

HALLETTSVILLE LIVESTOCK
REPORT

October 13th, 2026

CATTLE SOLD: 1629

Top #1 class Steer calves
LESS THEN 200# ~600-920
200#-300# ~ 560-730

Demand for light weights
increasing for winter grazing.
Overall, a very active sale.
Packer cow sold $3-$5 lower,
Packer bulls sold steady, all on
a supply of 180 head. If we can
help arket your livestock please
call 361-798-4336. Thank you to
our customers & buyers!!

SEGUIN CATTLE COMPANY
October 14th, 2026

Cattle: 266

Sheep & Goats: 545

Quality very good today. Stocker
calf market steady with packer

October 16th, 2026
Weekly sales volume reached
1,931 head, including 298 cows
and 24 bulls. Market prices for
packer cows and bulls held
steady. Demand remains strong,
though the calf market saw
mixed trends: lighter cattle trad-
ed slightly lower, while heavier
cattle held steady to $3 higher.
Rain remains much needed.
Market details:

Packer bulls:

Higher yielding 172.00-182.00
Lower yielding 110.00-170.00
Packer cows:

Removal &
Stump Grinding

225.00-265.00

Stocker-feeder Heifers: Medium
and large-frame No. 1: 150-300
Ibs., 375.00-710.00; 300-400 Ibs.,
335.00-510.00; 400-500 Ibs.,
320.00-425.00; 500-600 Ibs.,
305.00-375.00; 600-700 Ibs.,
310.00-325.00

Replacement Quality Heifers:
400-600 Ibs., 385.00-485.00.

300#-4004# ~ 490-600
400#-5004# ~ 410-520
500#-600# ~ 350-420
600#-7004# ~ 310-356
700#-8004# ~ 290-332

800# & up ~ 280-308

Top #1 classHeifer calves
LESS THEN 2004# ~ 560-800
200#-300# ~ 450-560
300#-4004# ~ 410-530

cows & bulls remain steady.
Medium & Large Frame #1
Steers:

200-300 Ib. 2.00 - 3.90 - 6.40
300-400 Ib. 1.95 - 4,50 - 5.30
400-500 Ib. 1.45 - 3.75 - 4.50
500-600 Ib. 1.50 - 3.40 - 4.60
600-700 Ib. 2.40 - 3.15 - 3.30
700-800 Ib. 2.80 - 3.05 - 3.25
Medium & Large Frame #1

High yielding 136.00-150.00
Medium yielding 117.00-135.00
Poor & Weak 60.00-105.00

Palpated: 45 bred $1700-$3700

Pairs: 2 pair $2500-$4250

Steer/Bull Calves: (AVG-HIGH)

200-250 Ibs. 556.00-600.00

250-299 Ibs. 508.00-600.00

300-350 Ibs. 475.00-535.00

350-400 Ibs. 427.00-490.00

Insure d Packer Cows: Good lean utility 4004#-500# ~ 360-465 Heifers 400-450 Ibs. 406.00-485.00
and commercial, 119.00-125.00; 500#-600# ~ 315-372.50 200-300 Ib. 2.45 - 3.75 - 5.50 450-500 Ibs. 378.00-450.00

Cutters, 128.00-135.00; Canners,  600#-700# ~ 295-338 300-400 Ib. 1.35 - 3.55 - 4.40 500-550 Ibs. 356.00-400.00

fOI’ 85.00-117.00; High yielding fat 700#-8004# ~ 280-322 400-500 Ib. 3.25 - 3.62 - 4.55 550-600 Ibs. 341.00-365.00
cows, 171.00-187.00 800# & up ~ 260-292 500-600 Ib. 3.00 - 3.33 - 4.60 600-700 Ibs. 333.00-356.00

your Packer Bulls: Yield grade 1 & 2, Replacement heifer 600-750 Ib. 3.00 - 3.10 - 3.50 700-800 Ibs. 316.00-348.00
good heavy bulls, 164.00-171.00;  350#-750# ~ 430-745 Cows: Heifer Calves:(AVG-HIGH)

f t Light weights and medium quali- PACKER COWS Utility & Commercial .80 - 1.15 - 200-250 Ibs. 534.00-600.00
Salcty ty bulls, 141.00-165.00 HIGH DRESSING: 127-144 1.40 250-300 Ibs. 425.00-510.00

300-350 Ibs. 433.00-500.00
350-400 Ibs. 410.00-470.00
400-450 Ibs. 385.00-600.00
450-500 Ibs. 353.00-470.00
500-550 Ibs. 332.00-405.00

Stockers Cows: $2,100.00 to
$2,600.00
Pairs: $2,200.00 to $3,200.00

MEDIUM DRESS: 105-126
LOW DRESSING: 88-105
POOR / WEAK: 70-88 Palpated Cows: 1850 - 2650
PACKER BULLS Cow/Calf pairs: None

HIGH DRESSING: 170-180 Bulls

Cutters 1.00 -1.10 -1.30
Canners - .60

NIXON LIVESTOCK

Jacob Sanders

COMMISSION MEDIUM DRESS: 160-172 Heavy High Yielding - 1.65 - 1.77  550-600 Ibs. 327.00-420.00
October 12th, 2026 LOW DRESSING: 150-162 Light & Low Yielding - .85 - 1.64 600-700 Ibs. 312.00-362.00
T S - Cattle: 933 8 Braford Hfs 493# @ 745 $3675/  Sheep & Goats 700-800 Ibs. 277.00-321.00
ree eerce Cows: 68 head Nannies: 50.00-275.00 *replacement heifers
Bulls: 13 GOOD STOCKER COWS & Kid Goats (Fat) - 2.80 - 4.20 We want to sincerely thank all
(83 0) 857.4 1 88 Steers: HEIFERS: none Wethers: 1.70 - 4.05 our sellers and buyers for their
200-300 Ibs - 476-506-610 MED STOCKER COWS & Billies: 1.30 - 2.85 business. We truly appreciate

300-400 Ibs - 439-469-575
400-500 Ibs - 362-392-500
500-600 Ibs - 313-333-425
600-700 Ibs - 291-321-350
700-899 lbs - 282-312-334

HEIFERS: $1800 - $2850

GOOD COW/CALF PAIRS: none
MED COW/CALF PAIRS: 2 pair
$3200

The market was strong again

Dorp. Ewes: 75.00 - 190.00
Dorp. Lambs (Fat): 2.00 - 3.70
Wooled Ewes: .None give us a call at (361)275-2329 -
Wooled Bucks: 1.30 - 2.45 barn or (361)293-4625 - Jake’s
Lambs: 2.60 cell.

every single one of you! If we
can help in any way, please

THEREIGHTS

REHABILITATION & LONG TERM CARE

Nixonilivestock

NIRE The Heights of Gonzales
l.lvestock Market, Inc COIIII!IISSIO Inc WMM%W%W e
S P ¥ _&: \

Working hard to
ensure quality service
for all our customers.

David Shelton H
830-857-5394

SALE

Every Monday-10:30am
1924 US Highway 87 E, Nixon, TX E

- 830-582-1561 or 830-582-1562

Mike Brzozowski > All Livestock Insured and Bonded

830-857-3900

= Large Private & Semi-Private Rooms = Physician Services
m Safe & Secure Specialty Memory Care Wing = PM&R
m Flat-screen Cable TVs & Phones (Available) = Dialysis Transportation
m Private Family Dining Room = Advanced Wound Care Physician
= Salon On-Site = Board Certified Geriatricians
= Wi-Fi Services = Transitional / Social Services
= State-of-the-Art Rehabilitation Gym = Cardiology
m Short-Term Rehab Area Offering Private Dining & = Pulmonology
Living Spaces = Registered Dietitian
m Outdoor Courtyards with Covered Patios
m Interactive Sensory Gardens in Two Courtyards

We cuviently have nooms available. Call me fov a town!
Roger Dyen (830) 672-4530

Sales every Saturday starting at 10 am

Hwy 90A ¢ Gonzales * 830-672-2845
Live Broadcast ¢ www.cattleusa.com

LOOKING FOR A PET, A HOME OR A JOB?
DON'T MISS OUR CLASSIFIEDS!

701 NORTH SARAH DEWITT | GONZALES, TX | 78629

830.672.4530 | THEHEIGHTSGONZALES.COM
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Have you seen my iPad?

BY LORRELL WRIGHT

I have lost my iPad. Not “I set
it down somewhere and haven'’t
really looked for it yet” lost. It
has been missing for more than
a week. I have checked my office,
my car, all the usual piles where
things tend to collect and, at one
point, the laundry basket. Before
anyone judges me, there was logic
involved. Sometimes a full laundry
basket becomes a shelf. I walk into
the room carrying too many things,
see something relatively flat and
think, “Perfect”” This is apparently
how furniture gets invented. The
iPad was not there.

What is slightly more concern-
ing is that I know it is not the only
thing I have lost lately. There are at
least a few other things currently
missing from my life. I cannot tell
you what they are because I have
also forgotten what I lost. At some
point, I assume I will desperately
need one of those mystery items
and my brain will suddenly go, “Oh
yeah, THAT’'S what we lost” So that
is going well.

Unfortunately, this general ap-
proach to life has recently ex-
panded beyond physical belong-
ings. I have forgotten family things,
forgotten to call people back and
had more than one moment where
my brain suddenly remembered
I was supposed to be somewhere
right around the time I was sup-
posed to already be there. I simply
heard the information, told myself,
“I'll put that on my calendar later,”
and apparently launched it directly
into the void.

Which is especially impressive
because there is absolutely no ex-
cuse for me not to use my calendar.
I use Google Calendar specifically
because it is everywhere. It is on
my phone, which is basically at-
tached to my hand. It stays open

on my work computer, it is on my
personal computer and it is also,
theoretically, on my iPad, wherever
that is. My entire life is color coded
on one calendar, and when I actu-
ally put things on there, I can keep
up with a ridiculous amount.

My calendar and I are currently
not on speaking terms, and this is
mostly my fault. Lately, instead of

The same goes for putting
something somewhere “safe.” I am
incredibly good at this. So good,
in fact, that no one can find the
item afterward, including me. The
calendar, reminders, lists and color
coding are not proof that I naturally
have everything together. They are
how I manage to look like I have
everything together. Apparently the

GONZALES BEGINS

EXPLORING OUR
TOWN'’S RICH HISTORY

taking the 15 seconds to add some-
thing, I think, “I'll do that later”
Later has become a dangerous
place. Later is where phone calls
go. Later is where appointments go.
Later is where I put things in “safe
places.” Later is apparently where
my iPad lives now.

People ask me fairly often howI
keep up with everything between
the newspaper, photography, Pilot
Club, family, sports, meetings and
whatever else I managed to say
yes to before checking whether I
was already busy. The big secret is
that I write it down, or at leastI am
supposed to. When the calendar
is updated, I can look at a week
that appears mildly unhinged to a
normal person and make it work.
Apparently, at some point, I gota
little too comfortable and started
believing I could just remember
things on my own.

This was ambitious.

Phone calls are a perfect ex-
ample. Someone will ask me to call
them back, and I genuinely mean
it when I say I will. Then I finish
what I am doing, notice something
else, answer a text, start another
task and eventually realize I have
a strange feeling that there was
something I was supposed to do.
Sometimes I leave a text unread
because that will obviously remind
me later, but after enough time, un-
read messages apparently become
decorative. They are no longer
reminders. They are just part of the
scenery.

illusion falls apart pretty quickly
when I stop participating.

There is probably a lesson
somewhere in all of this, although
I would prefer not to make it too
profound considering I am cur-
rently being outsmarted by an elec-
tronic device somewhere inside
my own house. Maybe it is simply
that I already know what works for
me and need to stop pretending
I am suddenly going to become a
person who remembers everything
without writing it down. I know
“I'll remember” has an absolutely
terrible success rate, yet I keep giv-
ing it another chance like this time
Lucy really is going to let Charlie
Brown kick the football.

At some point, even Charlie
Brown has to stop running at it.

So if I agree to be somewhere, it
needs to go on the calendar right
then. If I need to call someone,

I need to make the note before
another thought moves into that
spot. If I put something somewhere
for safekeeping, perhaps I should
choose alocation that future me
has at least a fighting chance of
finding. I am also considering
retiring the laundry basket from
its second career as a side table,
although we should keep expecta-
tions reasonable.

For now, my calendar and I need
to reconcile. Clearly, I need it more
than it needs me. And if anyone
happens to see my iPad, please tell
it to come home.

I need it to check my calendar.

1892 —

It is the policy of The Inquirer to encourage
reader participation on its Opinion page. Diverse
and varied opinions are welcomed. Because of
space limitations, we must limit all contributors
to one letter per person per month. Letters of
400 words or less will be published unless they
contain language or content that the editors feel is
inappropriate.

Letters to the Editor

Letters must either be about Gonzales County,
from a resident of Gonzales County, or in response
to a story that appears in print or online in The
Inquirer.

All letters must be signed and include the
writer’s street address or route address telephone
number, which will be used for verification
purposes only.

Please send Letters to the Editor:

¢ Email: publisher@gonzalesinquirer.com

¢ U.S. Mail: The Inquirer, P.O. Box 616,
Gonzales, Texas, 78629

¢ In person: The Inquirer, 622 St. Paul Street,
Gonzales, Texas, 78629 (Please bringin a
digital format, if possible).

Questions may be directed to 830-672-2861.

1893 —

1891 — June, first two graduates of GHS, Robert

Abernethy and Amos Ellis

- June 4, Jobe has one of the most complete
yards in the state, capable of turning out
40,000 steam pressed brick per day. They
employ approximately fifty hands. Just above
the brick yards, Mr. T.S. Walker is preparing to
build a dam across the Guadalupe River, thus
providing cheap power for the City.

- The Gonzales Ice and Bottling Works owned
by Mr. H. Beringer is in the same area as the
brick yard.

- August 20, William Boothe and August Kleine
received a handsome row boat for the

river last week. It carries six people. The boys
will break a bottle of champagne over its bow soon.
- September 10, about 250 bales of cotton per
day are coming into town this week.

- October 1, the ladies attending the ninth
session of the Woman’s Missionary Society of
the West Texas Conference were escorted
around town in carriages and shown the sights
and beauties of Old Gonzales. (Buildings at that
time were more ornamental on the second story
facade so that the beauty was more evident to
carriage riders.)

- October 15, J.H. Remschel advertises the
“best ready-made fencing ever seen in
Gonzales.” He also advertises “second-hand
lumber at very low prices.”

- October 22, R.H. Walker, Prescription Druggist,
says he will fill prescriptions “day, night or
Sundays” and also declares that he has the
“largest line of wall paper ever brought to
Gonzales.”

- November 26, an editorial declares that
property owners should keep their sidewalks in
good order for the safety of the citizens. It is
not the business of the Council to do this, but
the property owner.

- November 26, the finishing touches were given
the new pews in the Methodist Church last
week. They are more comfortable and are
arranged in a half-circle. Mr. George Ward
designed and built the pews.

- December 17, Kleine’s Furniture Store
advertises a fine line of “Fancy” Rockers.

- Masonic Commandery Number 11 Knights
Templars added the third floor to Peck and Fly
Building by special agreement as it was being
built at 519 St. Joseph Street.

Electric Light and Power Company created.

- Smith and Lowery erected a cotton gin and
continued to operate with various owners

until ¢.1940.

- November 3, fire company organized.

- Jobe’s brickyard sold to Sunset Brick and Tile
Company.

January 2, electricity turned on by five year old
Jennie, daughter of R.H. Walker, to approximately
200 house lights and one arc street light at the
corner of St. Joseph and St. Lawrence Streets.
- Gonzales Cotton Oil Manufacturing plant
established. (It is still standing, though derelict,
in 2026 just west of Ehrig Bros.)

- Kleine Opera House closed

- June 22, the third graduating class of Gonzales
High School boasted five graduates.

- December 3, six a.m., courthouse burned.
(This was the courthouse which stood on the
site of the current courthouse.)

On the Jericho Road?...

wasn’t on the Jericho Road. I didn’t

Ifal] among thieves. I've never been
robbed, but recently-- stranded on
a country road--I was befriend by two

strangers who've quickly become friends.
Their assistance mirrored the Bible’s ac-

count of the “Good Samaritan.”
The road link-
ing Jerusalem and
Jericho was dan- g
f-f

gerous and craggy. g
(8RS
e )]

Some in our county

bear a remarkable

resemblance. I, and

thousands of other {

motorists, traverse DR. DON

strong grips on steer- = ——M——

ing wheels. The Idle
Maybe one road American

experience will spark

a 21 st century song

similar to a favorite 20th century hymn:
“On the Jericho Road.” You remember it:

“On the Jericho Road, there’s room for

just two, no more and no less, just Jesus

and you.” My travail resulted from an ill-
fated right turn at a country intersection
of two single-lane roads....

Motorists on roadways have rea-
sons to be frustrated. Pessimism has
setin, and instead of Good Samaritan
accounts, we feel broadsided, trying to
survive mayhem, much of it caused by
political candidates’ vicious radio and
TV ads. My Uncle Mort says that if 10%
of what most candidates about their
opponents is true, we ought to throw ‘em
out, jailing some. We are enduring ads
costing hundreds of millions of dollars.
No wonder our teeth are gritting.

In these days, would anyone--Dem-
ocrat or Republican--lend a hand when
someone falls among thieves--perhaps
even left for deadif known to have differ-
ent political leanings?

We shudder, afraid of being scooped
up in hand baskets headed south....

On a recent afternoon--in a 20-min-
ute standstill for road repairs--I fell not
among thieves, but did fail to negotiate
aright turn at the intersection of narrow
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become columnist

county roads. I almost made it, but my
right rear tire encountered an object,
rendered immediately useless. An
important phone call I needed to take at
home suddenly became unimportant.

I'm aware of care that should be
taken--particularly on narrow roads that
lack shoulders. I groaned, realizing that
5 o'clock traffic might soon engulf me.

I glanced at my smart phone, trying to
think of someone who'd help me without
“spilling beans” to our daughters. I
yearned for this slight accident to have
“on-the-QT” status. Younger folks today
keep such situations “on the down low,”
or, if indifferent about news spreading,
they churn open hands up and down
while saying “six/seven.”

Spotting a nearby home with a circu-
lar driveway, I crept in slowly, thinking of
frequent doorway shootings. I theorized
that if T had to vamoose on three tires,
shifting to reverse would be pointless.....

Iraised my car hood and “back
hatch,” opening all four doors to indi-
cate distress. Then I walked toward the
road, waving my cane. A couple of dozen
cars passed; all drivers waved, but none
stopped.

I'was saddened when two men in a
truck with a trailer in tow waved vigor-
ously, but simply didn’t slow down. I
watched wistfully as they disappeared
from view. A few minutes later, a fifty-
something year-old man and his mid-
twenties co-worker returned. “We knew
you were in trouble, but had to find a
place to turn around,” said one of the
Bethesda Water Supply employees.

With their truck/trailer parked barely
off the pavement and hazard lights
flashing, T had an “old west feel” that the
cavalry had arrived....

They found whatI couldn’t, a half-
inflated “donut” spare tire. Jesse Fernan-
dez and Johnny Miller put it on, suggest-
ing thatI drive at no more than 10 MPH
to reach Lopez Brothers Tire Store--one
mile ahead. They followed behind me,

Workers from Bethesda W'atcr\Supp];f and Gomez Brothers Tire Store

's "Good Samaritans."

flashing. (The “donut” was still some-
what round, with perhaps enough air to
inflate a half-dozen party balloons.)

Wow! In the Metroplex with almost
nine million others, two modern-day
Samaritans took time to help!

Deeply appreciative, I stuck a $50
bill into Miller’s shirt pocket. It was small
thanks for a giant favor. He wouldn’t take
it, so I dropped it at his feet. When they
drove away a few minutes later, I went
inside, credit card in hand, to pay for a
new tire.

“There’s no charge,” Jose said. “The
guys in the truck paid for it."...

My eyes glistened when I unfolded
the receipt; inside was the $50 bill!
(Thanks to my road hazard guarantee,
the next time I'm in Brownwood, my
hometown, I'll get a new spare tire, and
I'll list a slightly-used “donut” on eBay.
The next morning, I dropped by Bethes-
da Water Supply Corporation to thank
Don Baird--Operations Superintendent-
-Jesse and Johnny’s boss. I gave them
copies of my books, warning that once
put down, they’re hard to pick up.

My heart warms upon thinking of my
new friends. At church, I thanked Harold
Moore, Bethesda Board President, prais-
ing both the Bethesda co-workers, as
well as Jose (and his brother, Antonio)
who now own the tire shop founded by
their late father in 2009.

Finally, this: Bethesda headquarters-
-on I-35W--are about a quarter-mile
“crow flight” from our home. I salute the
whole crew. Probably only a handful
ever heard the Sons of the Pioneers sing,
“Cool, Clear Water,” and/or recognize
“On the Jericho Road.” May all of them
seek living water.

Once more, forgive me for citing per-
sonal experiences, but they're the only

kind I've had....
Dr. Newbury, retired educator, resides in the
Metroplex, writing and speaking. His columns,
both written and oral, are archived at speaker
doc.com. Phone: 817-447-3872. Email: newbury@
speakerdoc.com
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MoLLy BERNICE HERMES O’NEAL

Molly Bernice Hermes
O’Neal, 93, of Gonzales,
passed away Sunday, Octo-
ber 18, 2026. She was born
August 23, 1933, in DeWitt
County, Texas, to Casper
Hermes and Ella J. Light
Hermes.

Molly was born and
raised in Cuero, where she
attended school until fam-
ily circumstances required
her to stay home to care for
her father following a debil-
itating car accident. Despite
this responsibility, Molly
remained determined to
further her education and
worked to earn her GED.
She also helped her family
by handling the bookkeep-
ing for their service station
businesses, demonstrat-
ing the strong work ethic
and dedication that would
remain a part of her life.

Molly met A.C. O’Neal
through family members at
a football game, beginning
a love story that would
span 67 years of marriage
before his passing. The two
were married on January
26, 1952, in Westhoff, Tex-
as, and built a life centered
on family, hard work, and
a willingness to help others
in need.

Molly was a consum-
mate homemaker who took
great pride in caring for her
home and family. She loved
keeping house, prepar-
ing delicious meals, and
canning produce from her
husband’s garden. Among
the many things she will
be remembered for, her
chocolate pie will forever
hold a special place in the
hearts and memories of
those who enjoyed it.

An independent woman,
Molly spoke freely and
honestly, always express-
ing herself with sincer-
ity. She was resourceful
and hardworking, taking
in ironing to earn a little
extra money. She had a
special talent for her work,
expertly pressing trousers,
jeans, and the sleeves of
blouses and shirts, making
sure every seam was just
right. Together, she and
A.C. were always willing
to lend a helping hand
to those in need, offer-
ing kindness and support
whenever they could.

Above all, Molly cher-
ished her family. She was
aloving and devoted wife,
mother, grandmother, and
great-grandmother who
took great joy in those she
loved. Her faith was an im-

portant part of her life, and
she was passionate about
sharing it with her family.
Molly was also someone
who liked to stay busy and
engaged. When she wasn’t
tending to her home or
working on something
that needed to be done,
she could often be found
enjoying a game of Bingo
or Yahtzee.

Molly leaves behind
a loving family who will
treasure her memory, the
lessons she shared, and
the many ways she showed
her love through everyday
acts of care and devotion.
She is survived by her
daughter, Debbie White
(James); son, Mark O’Neal;
grandchildren, Kristen
Reid (Jimmy), Barry White
(Krissy), and Sarah O’Neal;
great-grandchildren, Seth,
Abigail, Danielle, and
Mason; and numerous
nieces and nephews. She
was preceded in death
by her beloved husband,
A.C. O’'Neal; her parents,
Casper Hermes and Ella J.
Light Hermes; her sister,
Reba Schroeder; and her
brothers, James, Joseph,
Barney, Ernie, and Elder
Ray Hermes.

The family will receive
friends from 1:00 p.m. to
2:00 p.m. Friday, October
23, 2026, at Seydler-Hill
Funeral Home. A funeral
service will follow at 2:00
p-m. in the funeral home
chapel, with Rev. Clint
Lowery officiating. Inter-
ment will follow at Bundick
Cemetery. Pallbearers will
be Mason Long, Seth Reid,
Jimmy Reid, Barry White,
David Stewart, and Ken-
neth Stewart.

Memorial contributions
may be made to Memorial
Heights Baptist Church.
Friends may leave their
condolences to the family
by visiting www.seydler-
hillfuneralhome.com.

Services are under the
care and direction of Sey-
dler-Hill Funeral Home.

4-H

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Community service is an important part of the 4-H
experience, teaching young people the value of leader-
ship, generosity, and making a positive difference in

their communities.

Through projects like these, Cost 4-H members
continue to demonstrate that 4-H is about more than
projects and competitions. It’s about developing
young leaders with a heart for serving others.

GVEC invites students to apply for all-
expenses-paid trip to Washington, D.C.

SPECIAL TO THE INQUIRER

GVEC is inviting high school
sophomores and juniors whose
parent or legal guardian is a
GVEC electric member to apply
for the 2027 Government-in-
Action Youth Tour. This weeklong
leadership experience in Wash-
ington, D.C. is organized by Texas
Electric Cooperatives and the
National Rural Electric Coopera-
tive Association. The program
brings students from across Texas
and the country together to learn
about history, government, lead-
ership, and electric cooperatives.

GVEC will sponsor local stu-
dents for the June 2027 trip and
provide each selected delegate
with a $2,500 scholarship reserved
for the senior year, to be used
toward the college or trade school
of their choice. In 2026, GVEC sent
three students to represent the
Cooperative and their communi-
ties in Washington, D.C. You can
read all about their experience in
our October issue of The GVEC
Review or at gvec.org.

Delegates will visit iconic sites

including the U.S. Capitol, Su-
preme Court, Arlington National
Cemetery, Mount Vernon, the
Smithsonian Institution, and
more. Activities also include
visits to congressional offices,

a Potomac River dinner cruise,
and opportunities to learn about
rural electrification and the role
electric cooperatives play in their
communities. Along the way,
students meet peers from across
Texas and the nation while build-
ing leadership skills and making
lasting memories.

“Youth Tour is a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity,” said Darren
Schauer, GVEC general manager
and CEO. “It’s an experience
that’s both rewarding and inspir-
ing. We're excited to sponsor out-
standing young leaders from our
communities to represent GVEC
in Washington, D.C”

GVEC covers travel, lodging,
meals, and attractions, mak-
ing the trip completely free for
selected delegates.

Applicants must be high school
sophomores or juniors during the
2026-2027 school year, reside in

GVEC's electric service territory,
and have a parent or legal guard-
ian with an active GVEC electric
account in good standing. Ap-
plications are due November 30,
2026, at 5 p.m.

To learn more about this
exciting opportunity and view
complete application details,
visit gvec.org/community/youth-
tour/. For questions, contact
Community Relations Repre-
sentative Jeff Kerlick at jkerlick@
gvec.org or 830-263-4353.

GVEC is a progressive coopera-
tive focused on delivering prod-
ucts and services that empower
the people and communities in
South Central Texas. A trusted,
local partner since 1938, today
GVEC provides dependable
electricity, high-speed internet,
and beyond the meter services
like AC/heating, solar and battery
storage solutions, and electrician
services. The Cooperative proudly
serves over 130,000 consumers in
surrounding areas through five
customer service locations in Cu-
ero, Gonzales, La Vernia, Schertz
and Seguin.

FESTIVAL
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mini pifatas, visiting a
slime bar or creating a hat.
Permanent jewelry, hair
tinsel and photo opportu-
nities add even more stops
along the way.

Food will be available,
including soup and sand-
wiches, and 5D Travelin’
Tavern will be there for
drinks. Local performers
and artists’ demonstrations
help round out the day.

“There’s something for
everybody,” co-owner
Christina Jahns said.

The festival grew from a
chance to create something
new for Gonzales, bring
people to town and keep the
community engaged that
weekend. Jahns and co-
owner Sheli Shelton wanted
to give artists a place to share
their work and show visitors
what the town has to offer.

“We wanted to bring
people to our little town
and show them what we got
going on,” Shelton said.

Both women were born
and raised in Gonzales.
They met while working
together at the auction and
became friends as adults.
Their different strengths
help bring the festival
together. Jahns described
Shelton as “the creative
idea woman,” while Jahns
handles many of the calls,
invoices and paperwork
behind the scenes.

The first festival left the
pair nervous as they waited
to see whether people would
come. The turnout was
better than they expected.
Many vendors returned for
the second year, and orga-
nizers have heard from more
artists interested in join-
ing. They also work to keep
the market varied, seeking
vendors with different spe-
cialties so visitors can find a
range of handmade goods.

The festival’'s name con-
nects back to Shelton’s
downtown business, Purple
Cactus Pottery, which she
has operated for several
years. The studio offers pot-
tery and other art activities.
Shelton named it after cacti
on her parents’ New Mexico
ranch that turn purple in
the sun. The festival kept
the name because people
already knew the shop.

For Shelton, a good
weekend means the artists
and vendors do well, too.
She said it makes her feel
“all warm and fuzzy” when
avendor sells out. The
organizers hope attendees
return, too, and leave with
a better sense of the people
and creativity that make
Gonzales special.

“It's not just shopping. It’s
awhole experience,” Shel-
ton said. “You don’t have to
go out of town to have a fun
experience like this.”

TAMMY
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the work meaningful to her. Tammy said
she has a soft spot for older people and
the stories they carry. At the Cow Palace,
she spent time talking with George and
listening to his memories of the way
things used to be.

There was much more to his story than
she could fit into the video. Later, while
editing at home, Tammy found herself
crying as she listened back to what he
had shared. The conversation stayed with
her long after the visit.

Her daughter sometimes joins her on
visits and appears in videos. Tammy said
her daughter can be shy when people
approach her in person, but lights up
when the camera comes on. At home, she
sometimes takes Tammy’s phone, props
it up and makes little vlogs of her own,
complete with a makeup routine and an
“OK, guys” for her imagined audience.
Tammy laughs that her daughter may
need her own YouTube channel some-
day.

Tammy is preparing a column for the
Gonzales Inquirer and hopes it will help
readers discover more about the people,
businesses and stories around them. In a
message about the column, she said she
wants people to know it is about more
than reviews or recommendations on
where to eat.

“I genuinely love finding the people,
businesses, stories and little hidden gems
that make our community special,” she
wrote.

Tammy said she is not trying to be a
professional critic. She is a local person
experiencing places for herself and talk-
ing with the people behind them. She
hopes the column will feel like a friend
telling readers, “Hey, you need to go
check this out”

GARDEN
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The Cost 4-H Club meets on the third Monday of
each month at 6:00 p.m. Youth and families interested
in learning more about 4-H and becoming involved
are encouraged to reach out.

For additional information about the Cost 4-H Club,
please contact Britney Caka at (830) 857-6296.

ABOUT 4-H

4-H is a youth development organization dedicated
to empowering young people through hands-on learn-
ing, leadership development, and community service.
Guided by the four H's—Head, Heart, Hands, and
Health—members develop valuable life skills while
making a difference in their communities.

heard that oaks in the white oak
family were not susceptible to
oak wilt infection but the other
day I was at a program where
the speaker said white oaks
were susceptible, which is true?

A.Tbelieve the susceptibility is
a matter of degree. Individual red
oaks can catch the disease and
will pass it on by sap beetles to
fresh wounds on live oak trees.
Live oaks can pass the disease on
to other live oaks through their

connection to the roots of other
live oaks.

The white oak species may be
susceptible to a laboratory infec-
tion and even rarely an infection
from a red oak by a sap beetle to
a fresh wound like a live oak but
itisrare. Itis safest to paint all
wounds on oaks within half an
hour of when they occur.

Q.Iheard youinvolved in a
discussion on your radio show
with a listener trying to deter-

mine what the identity of a
4th species of migrating hum-
mingbird in addition to black-
chinned, ruby-throated, and
rufous that he had identified,
did you ever identify it?

A.No, notyet butwe are
thinking it was probably Anna’s,
broad-tailed, or a buff bellied.
Hopefully we can continue the
discussion over the next few
weekends and draw a conclusion.

performances by

BRAXTON KEITH

TYCE DELK
LOGAN RYAN

MAVERICK MURPHY | CHANDLER PEARSON
JACE NUNNELLY

Shinerfest is back for its 4th year at
Shiner HQ! Join us October 24 for a full
day of live Texas country music featuring
Braxton Keith, Tyce Delk, and Logan
Ryan Band. Grab your crew, enjoy ice-
cold Shiner beer, great food, and one
unforgettable night in Shiner, Texas. Get
your tickets and make plans to be part of
Shinerfest 2026!

MUSTANGS
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runners earn medals by finishing in
the top 10 of their respective races. The
medalists included Lilly Johnson, Mia
Robles, Gabriel Sanchez, Cameron
Wisdom, Christopher Stansel, Gabriel
Acosta, Anayeli Hernandez, Jocelyn
Vasquez, Ana Gamez, and Ruby Mendez.

The success across multiple grade
levels underscores the strength and
ongoing development of Nixon-Smiley’s
cross country program. With district
champions emerging from junior high
and junior varsity competition and high
school athletes advancing to regionals,
the future of Mustang cross country
looks bright.

The district meet results reflect
the hard work these student-athletes
have put in throughout the season.

Cross country requires more than
physical endurance; it demands mental
toughness, discipline, and the resolve to
push through adversity. Nixon-Smiley
runners displayed those qualities while
proudly representing their school and
community.

As the Mustangs prepare for regional
competition, the focus shifts to continuing
their postseason success. With the varsity
boys team and individual girls qualifiers
advancing, Nixon-Smiley will look to
build on its district accomplishments
and make another strong showing on the
regional stage.

Congratulations to all Mustang
and Lady Mustang runners on an
outstanding district meet and best of
luck to those advancing to Regionals!
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(CLASSIFIEDS

HOW TO PLACE AN AD

You can place ads online at
www.gonzalesinquirer.com

or call

(830) 672-2861

and/or email ads@gonzalesinquirer.com

All rates are net cash with order until credit is approved.
We accept Mastercard, VISA, American Express and Discover
or payment can be made in person with cash or check.

622 St. Paul or PO Box 616, Gonzales, TX 78629
(830)672-2861 * (800)210-5909 e Fax (830)217-8924

www.gonzalesinquirer.com

CLASSIFIED WORD
AD RATES

$10 PER RUN UP
TO 20 WORDS

Pre-paid, private party ads.
40¢ for each additional word.

4 runs for $30
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS

$15.00 Garage Sale Packages

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES

The deadline to place an ad in
the paper is Tuesday by Noon.

ERRORS

The Gonzales Inquirer is responsible for the first
incorrect insertion of an ad only. Call
(830) 672-2861 to notify of a needed correction.

CALL TODAY
830-672-2861

050 050 850 850 850 950 950 950 950
GARAGE SALES GARAGE SALES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES
N OW H I RI N G NOLOGISTS: Advertisement for Bids
DOWNSIZING SALE Healthcare Sys- City of Gonzales
swsmozee | | PUMP HANDS | 5 S
Sunday 10/25 from 9a-3p Degree in Medi- 2025 CDBG TDA - North Avenue Drainage
10 Shady Lane . cal  Technology, Improvement Project
in Gonzales, TX 78629 Contact Rene Seymour for details Medical  Labo-
No early birds, no prices given in advance, no . . . ratory  Science, The City of Gonzales will receive bids for the 2025 CDBG TDA - NORTH
presales! Payments Accepted: Cash, PayPal, Reneseymour@tejasenvironmental.com § "2 a4 o | AVENUE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT at Gonzales City Hall,
Venmo and Credit Card (w/3.5% fee) foreign  equiva- 820 Saint Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas 78629, until 2:00 PM CST, Tuesday,
For Updates & Photos Follow: (83 2) 870-9054 lent and MLS/MT November 3, 2026. The bids will be publicly opened and read aloud immediately.
Come and Organize It on Facebook (ASCPi) registry Bids are invited for several items and quantities of work as follows:

OR www.estatesales.net - search
Come and Organize It

Furniture, Lamps, Kitchenware, Holiday,
A TON OF FLASHLIGHTS & LIGHTS,
Clothing & Shoes, Dolls, Crafts, Toys,

Electronics, UT Items. Decor,
Yard Pots, Household Goods and
SOO00 MUCH MORE!

3 FAMILY YARD
Sale: Friday and
Saturday, 8-?
both days. 1521
N. Hamilton St.
Plenty of M-W-C
clothes, furniture,
Home Décor,
miscellaneous
items. No Pre-
sales Please!

210
MISC. SERVICES

JOEL’S OUT-
DOOR SERVIC-
ES. Skid Steer
Service.  Dump
trailer & flatbed
trailer for hire.
Fence Clean-
ing, Bulldozing &
Firewood for sale.
Lot cleaning. Tree
trimming. Private
driveways build-

ing. 830-832-
6985.
410
FARM EQUIPMENT
DOZER FOR
SALE near
Waelder. John

Deere 8504, 1,870
hrs. Runs great,
cold AC. 49,000
Ibs. Semi U Blade
& Rippers. Asking
$165,000. Call or

required. Mail CV

W.3. FARM AND
RANCH SUPPLY

Is now hiring for

to: Scott Fojt, Lab
Manager, Gon-
zales Healthcare
Systems, 1110
N. Sarah Dewitt
Drive, Gonzales,
TX 78629.

a0 —
MISCELLANEOUS
DURRETT SAND Forklift experience required. ..
AND  GRAVEL Must be dependable. lelng"
Common fill, Benefits Package & Overtime oe
packing sand, se- available.
lect fill. All sizes of @
wash rock, con- 1
crete sand. Call Apply in Person Americas
Michael at 830- | 2031 Water St., Gonzales, TX >
857-4442. No phone calls « All Positions
— « Full-time
APARTMENTS FOR NCTORTA « Part-time
RENT OR LEASE VICTORIA .
COLLEGE « Flexible
LOW INCOME b et
APARTMENTS ) ) Schedules
for rent. 1, 2, 3, Victoria College’s Workforce - Competitive
4 bedrooms. No & Continuing Education W
; ) ages
S;Zitirrfd Adpepﬁysgi Department is hiring for the d
410 Village Drive. following part-time positions: P:ﬁaszr‘:gﬁjy
Gonzales  830- . ORonline at
672-3419. Electrical Instructor o dri‘\j;r:zgn?/jobs
‘ Plumbing Instructor Store #2104
Al real_estate advertised . Zio Code 78629
herein is subject to the Weldlng Instructor Ipfode
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to F inf . E E
advertise any preference, or more information g0 to E T]
limitation, or discrimination .

because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.

We will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are  hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

www.victoriacollege.edu
and click on Jobs@VC.
Equal-Opportunity Institution

SUBSCRIBE!

830-672-2861

The project generally consists of site drainage and stormwater improvements,
including installation of approximately 298 linear feet of 18-inch RCP, 90 linear
feet of 24-inch RCP, and 1,854 linear feet of 48-inch RCP. Work also includes
construction and installation of storm drainage appurtenances, including pond
outlet structures, pond grading, headwalls, inlets, and connections to existing
drainage infrastructure.

Bid/Contract Documents, including Drawings and Technical Specifications are
on file at KLEINFELDER, INC. office located at 829 N St. Joseph Street, Gonzales,
Texas, 78629. Copies of the Bid/Contract Documents may be obtained through
download from the Civcast Website at www.civcastusa.com.

A bid bond in the amount of 5 percent of the bid issued by an acceptable surety
shall be submitted with each bid. A certified check or bank draft payable to the
City of Gonzales or negotiable U.S. Government Bonds (as par value) may be
submitted in lieu of the Bid Bond.

Attention is called to the fact that not less than, the federally determined
prevailing (Davis-Bacon and Related Acts) wage rate, as issued by the U.S.
Department of Labor and contained in the contract documents, must be paid on
this project. In addition, the successful bidder must ensure that employees and
applicants for employment are not discriminated against because of race, color,
religion, sex, sexual identity, gender identity, or national origin. Adherence to the
Grant Recipient’s Section 3 Policy is required or all contracts and subcontracts.
Further, this contract must comply with Build America, Buy America (BABA)
requirements as implemented by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development and the Texas Department of Agriculture.

The City of Gonzales reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to waive any
informalities in the bidding. Bids may be held by the City of Gonzales for a period
not to exceed 30 days from the date of the bid opening for the purpose of
reviewing the bids and investigating the bidder’s qualifications prior to the
contract award.

The City of Gonzales Tim Crow, City Manager October 15, 2026

All contractors/subcontractors that are debarred, suspended or otherwise
excluded from or ineligible for participation on federal assistance programs may
not undertake any activity in part or in full under this project.

THE STATE OF TEXAS

CITATION BY PUBLICATION

CAUSE NO. AD26-0509
IN THE ESTATE OF JACKIE LYNN WILLIAMSON, DECEASED

TO ALL UNKNOWN OR MISSING HEIRS
OF THE ESTATE OF JACKIE LYNN WILLIAMSON, DECEASED

Christina Jahns, in the above numbered and entitled estate, filed on September

text 682-365- 11, 2026 an APPLICATION FOR INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION AND
: =Y 900 900 900 :
o3gs. | L= TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP & FOR LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION in the
BUSINESS BUSINESS BUSINESS estate of Jackie Lynn Williamson, Deceased, requesting that the Court determine
OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES who are the heirs and only heirs of Jackie Lynn Williamson, Deceased, and their
October 15 respective shares and interests in said estate, and appoint Christina Jahns to serve
P 1 R mE S e DY e as the Independent Administrator of said estate and grant Letters of Independent
uzzle Answers — = cEramm = s E IR = Administration to same.
T A S ewhA P Rl BRI N T w
113191714 (2]8|5|6| — = The Court may act on said Application and any opposition at any call of the docket
sl417151613l1 192 Tg‘stclf?glg Z’ng)l; 60f P —— on or after 10 oclock A.M. on the first Monday next after the expiration of ten
ct. . “hoose EarthLin] iber Internet for speeds up to . . . . .
> S Gigs, no data caps, no throttling. Prices starting at days from date of publication of this citation, at the Gonzales County Courthouse,
$54.95. Plus, a $ ift d wh ke th P >
216151119(8131417 AUETIEn S s, 8 o I <ard when you make the 414 St. Joseph St, Commissioner’s Courtroom, Gonzales, Texas 78629, Gonzales
Billy & Roberta Klapper Estate — 3 Day Public
Auction: Sat., Oct. 24; Fri., Oct. 30; and Sat., Oct. INSURANCE County’ Texas.
4 5 3 9 2 7 6 8 1 31. Real estate, tractors, trailers, vehicles, furniture,
Klapper bits, spurs, tack, guns, collectible and more.  Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life Insurance! You are hereby cited to appear before this Honorable Court by filling a written
911161318517 1214 Cole Wilson Auctioneers, Lic. #17319, 806-662-5796.  No medical exam or health questions. Cash to help ! 1D :
Find us on Facebook or AuctionZip for full listings, pay funeral and other final expenses.Call Physicians contest or answer to said Application before the above stated time and date should
photos and details. Life Insurance Company- 866-446-1132 or visit www. . ) : :
7121814(11|615]3|9 Lifessplus.info/ TXPress you desire to do so. To ensure it’s consideration, you your attorney must file any
CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE MEDICAL contest, objection, intervention, or response in writing with the County Clerk of
3191418171112 ]|6]| 5| ConsmmerCelular- the same reliable, nationwide Gonzales County, Texas, on or before the above noted date and time.
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, ppNTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus
5171216131914 1118 unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For |\ cequres. Real dental insurance - NOT just a Given under my hand and the seaof said Court at office in Gonzales, Texas, on
more information, call 1-855-493-3803 discount plan. Do not wait! Call 1 Get FREE
scount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your
6181112154197 3 EVENTS Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901- October 15, 2026.
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258
Ped'al Palacios — Sat,, Oct. 24'. ’A.‘sc‘enif: ’bike ride Audicn Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid Lona ACkInan, COUNTY CLERK
for all levels, benefiting the Palacios Chamber of . .
S O|E CIP LIIE|ID Commerce. 12-. 36- and 60-mile routes. with touchsereen controls. No tiny buttons, apps or Gonzales County, Texas
I RIN HIATT UlNTNTY prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.
FINANCIAL SERVICES Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million happy 427 St. George St, STE 200
A AlB AINIT N|O[DI|E : . ‘ ‘ - N ‘ customers. Call Audien 1-855-717-9854. Gonzales, Texas 78629
D CTLly wlolo AINTS Private investor buys and sells Real Estate Notes. WANTED
Leo 469-743-0297.
O[A|K|E|N P d HOME IMPROVEMENT Private investor buys mobile home parks. Leo ’7_/
C|L|I[C|H|E AlS[T|A A 10970297, By: M Arsic ﬁ%/w
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. y: 4 /=
EIO|IN QIR R E|L Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line  We buy 8,000 cars a week. Get an instant offer for . !
installation and service. Now featuring our FREE  your car, truck, or SUV — any year, any condition, Margie Zapata, Deputy
D|I|S]|C K AlL shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time! running or not. No hoops, haggles, or headaches.
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call ERE
A[RIE|A SIE|  Tsss-sa00154 1-855-924-2078. Plaintiff(s) Attorney
RIE|T|R E|Y S C ; Christie Ortman Fullilove
Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
o S ) 403 St. George
olu 184 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads Gonzales, Tx 78629
)
clelals Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com Telephone: 830-672-9535
UITI|TIE NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We il 1sti i
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the Email: Chrlstle@ortmanfulthVelaW.COm
DIA|H]|L Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Find out what all your
friends are falking about

Follow us on
Facehook for

easy access to
The Gonsales
Inquirer!

£ Gonzuleslnquirer
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PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES
STATE OF NEW MEXICO Published Notice
COUNTY OF EDDY )
FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT Gonzales Economic Development
IN THE MATTER OF THE Corporatlon
ADOPTION PETITION OF No. D-503-SA-2026-00022 In accordance with the Development Corporation Act,
ZACHARY SINGLETON Section 505.159 of the Texas Local Government Code, the

LOOKING FOR
A NEW JOB?

Find it in the

Gonsales

NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF CIVIL ACTION
THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO TO: BRICE WHITEHEAD

NOTICE IS GIVEN that in the above styled cause, that the Petitioner has filed
a Petition for Step-Parent Adoption. Unless you file an answer to the Petition
for Step-Parent Adoption on or before the 16th day of November with the Eddy
County District Court Clerk’s Office at the Eddy County Courthouse a Decree of
Adoption will be entered against you by default.

SUSAN M. CUDDY-MOORE of SUSAN CUDDY-MOORE LAW OFFICE, L.L.C.
307 North Mesa St., Carlsbad, New Mexico 88220 is the attorney for the Petitioner,
ZACHARY SINGLETON.

WITNESSED my hand and seal of the District Court of Eddy County, New
Mexico, this 29th day of September 2026.

MARTHA HUEREQUE

BM@MA

Deputy

ot ~0dnyy
Inquirer & "y
g U %
www.gonzalesinquirer.com s A 5
% &
830-672-2861 e
900 900 900 900 900 900
BUSINESS BUSINESS BUSINESS BUSINESS BUSINESS BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES OPPORTUNITIES
PEDAL % BA | B 5o, | P
3 Wilson '
PALAC'D - o Auctioneers 806'6§2'5796

ASCENIC BIKE RIDE FOR ALL LEVELS BENEFITING THE

PALACIOS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

gl BILLY & ROBERTA KLAPPER ESTATE
. 3 DAY

”gi R24™|| OCTOBER 30"|| OCTOBER

PUBLIC AUGTION * —

FULL SAG
fe==1) SUPPORT
Ride with
confidence!

FRE|
POST-RIDE
SHRIMP BOIL
at Railroad Park

KENT INTERNATIONAL

6
@ REST STOPS
with homemade

treats &
refreshments

TEAM-BUILDING & CHARITY INITIATIVE

PALACIOS ]ﬁ

Teams can assemble bicycles to donate | [ETEETYUTUOENeS
rea Fund.

through the Palacios Ar

PALACIOS, TEXAS

S—
Life s Belter there

PROCEEDS SUPPORT THE PALACIOS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND ITS MISSION TO PROMOTE

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND ENHANCE QUALITY OF LIFE IN OUR COMMUNITY.

I 1
KLAPPER BITS, SPURS SHOP PROPERTY RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE,
’ & MORE To0LS& MoRe |  HOUSEHOLD & MORE
FINI ON DR
2 U PHOTOS AND DETA

1

Y ALL SALES HELD IN PAMPA, TEXAS v

Gonzales Economic Development Corporation, a Type B
economic development corporation, on Monday, October
26, 2026, at 6:00 p.m., at the Gonzales City Hall, located at
820 St. Joseph Street, Gonzales, Texas, will conduct a public
hearing on the following project: Performance Agreement
with H2 Holdco, Inc dba Complete Hometown Physical
Therapy LLC, for an economic development incentive in an
amount not to exceed Seventy-Nine Thousand Six Hundred
Fifty-Five and No/100 Dollars ($79,655.00) for eligible
project costs associated with Enterprise/Start Up
development located at 1832 Water Street Suite B,
Gonzales, Texas. It is requested that you make your views
known, either in person or by writing to the Gonzales
Economic Development Corporation.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for
the Estate of Jesse Glenn Lohse, Deceased, were issued on
October 16, 2026, in Cause No. PW26-0501, pending in the
County Court of Gonzales County, Texas, to: Keith Allen
Lohse.

All persons having claims against this Estate, which is
currently being administered, are required to present them
to the undersigned within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

c/o: M. Elizabeth Raxter
Attorney at Law

705 State Park Rd.
Lockhart, Texas 78644

SIGNED on October 19, 2026.

/s/ M. Elizabeth Raxter

M. ELIZABETH RAXTER
Attorney for Keith Allen Lohse
State Bar No.: 24050084

705 State Park Rd.

Lockhart, Texas 78644
Telephone: (512) 398-6996
Facsimile: (512) 668-4501
Email: eraxter@tx-elderlaw.com

CLASSIFIEDS WORK!

CALL TODAY - 830-672-2861

HERE'S MY CARD

Advertising You Can Use

Office: 830-672-3057 Mobile: 830-857-4006

¢ Residential & Commercial
e Septic System

A&A Contracting, Inc.

DBA / WALKER PLUMBING

Sales & Service ML# M-8953

123 Bright Street Gonzales, Texas 78629
wwalker0522 @gmail.com

Gun Shep © o Hunting Supplies

For Assistance Call
Brandon or Stephanie Fehner

830-672-3710

fehnerandson@gmail.com
1922 (R 197, Gonzales, Tx 78629
M-F 7am - 6pm's_Sat - Zam - 1pm < Sun - CLOSED

« Pruning
« Trimming
« Tree Removal

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES!

Call Larry at
361-649-4527

Service Residential, Ranch Call Jimmy at
and Commercial Properties 361-564-8976

Services Include:
« Stump Grinding
« Cavity Work

TREE SERVICE

« Cabling
100 ft Crane Svc

FREE ESTIMATES

LEO MILLER & SONS

. ROOFING _g
S12-398-6961

B.

30 YRS EXPERIENCE |

WINDING
PAIRING

NEW ELECTRIC MOTORS IN STOCK, LG&SM, SINGLE PHASE & 3 PHASE - COMMERCIAL
GENERATORS - PUMPS - REWINDING & REBUILDING - NEW AND REBUILT MOTORS

PHONE: 361-293-2213 - 1-800-752-2581

AFTER HOURS: 361-293-8979 -+ 361-293-8253
406 Forest St. = Yoakum, Texas 77995

FRIEDEL DRILLING CO.

361-293-5545
Complete Water Well Service
Residential — Oilfield — Municipal
Licensed Drillers & Pump Installers
Located in Hochheim, Texas
Email us - fdc@friedeldrilling.com
Call for free estimates

4 )
PO LLGICLE

Sale © Service * 24 Hr Towing

1701 Sara Dewitt ® Gonzales, TX 78629

830-672-7323 e 24hr 830-351-1152
www.westmotors.com
Sales: Mon-Thurs 9-6, Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1

Arrowhead Fabrications

Professional Welding
and Fabrication

Jakob Humphrey
Cell: 713-838-5518

Website: ArrowheadFabrications.com

Roger Dyer

Administrator

701 N Sarah DeWitt
Gonzales, Texas 78629

Office: 830-672-4530
Cell: 830-857-4724
Fax: 830-224-6982
Email: go.administrator@theheightsgonzales.com

Q@

THE HEIGHTS®

OF GONZALES

®

=

FIRST SHOT LIQUOR
730 Seydler St, Gonzales « 830-672-3107
Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-9pm

Want to place an ad on the Business Card Page?
Call Sanya at 830-672-2861

GonzalegE=Inquirer

or email information to
sanyasimmons@gonzalesinguirer.com.

S

,,,,,,

David Ontiveros | Juan Reyes
3765 Hwy 183 N.
Gonzales, TX 78629

830-672-5900
1835paintandbody@gmail.com

(830) 822-1474

Serving Gonzales and
surrounding cities

TEXAS
cCooL
ONE

+ Air & Heating
* Repair & Replacement

« Maintenance Plans
License Number: TACLB60045C

“We Bring the Comfort”

kli @8 Service Center: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat - Closed ) Email: ArrowheadFabrications@gmail.com TheHeightsGonzales.com
[____%_ sy A \0 T I 7 102 West Wallace St.
swneT SHog [ —— \ [ f Gonzales, TX 78629
rigvon | L TNRS Py 830-672-9477

Lori “Tootie” DuPree
Owner

Your Business Is
Greatly Appreciated!

102
W Wallace

Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram

ELSTNER DOZER SERVICE LLC

KEITH & SHEILA ELSTNER
, 830-857-4719
% . LANDCLEARING
. STOCK PONDS/LAKES
RANCH TYPE FENCING
BARN PADS & CHICKEN HOUSE PADS

CONCRETE CATTLE GUARD BEAMS
elstnerdozer.com Follow & like us on Facebook
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Gonzales High School senior
completes Eagle Scout project

CONTRIBUTED

David Floyd completed his
Eagle Scout project “Outdoor
Therapy” last month at the Gon-
zales County Sheriff’s Office. He
created a welcoming and calming
outdoor space where Corrections
Officers, Telecommunicators and
Law Enforcement staff to have a
break space available to get out-
doors and take a break in nature.
This will help them relieve stress-
ors of the job and better help the
community they serve. It’s also
ready for the night shift as it has
eco-friendly solar powered light-
ing that will help conserve our
county’s energy resources and
lessen the burden of the taxpay-
ers of Gonzales County. His proj-
ect cost totaled $5,485.48 and be-
tween the planning, fundraising
and volunteer workers the total
project hours were 281 hours.

David would like to thank the
following donors for their sup-
port: Olalde’s Concrete Servic-
es, C & C Ready Mix, Episcopal
Church of the Messiah, McCoy’s
Building Supply, CJ Sand and
Gravel, Protex Equipment, Gon-
zales Building Center, BYK USA
LLC, Hotrod’s & Halos, The Ol-
alde Family, Jamie Wenske, Di-
ane Jurek, Lety Medina Swanger,
Ranell Payton, Shayla Florie,

Have church news? Let us help you share it

If it matters to your church family, there is a good chance it matters to someone else in

David Floyd pictured with his recently completed Eagle Scout project at the

Gonzales County Sheriff’s Office.

Gary and Nancy Evans, Terry and
Royce Towns, Jr., Thomas Wright,
TH Hopper, Steven Jung, GE Rie-
del, Tina Flores and Domino’s.
Thank you also to all those who
volunteered their time to help
with this project. Thank you to
my fellow scouts and leaders of
Troop 262 who helped and sup-
ported me. None of this would
have been possible without your
generosity and selflessness.
David is currently a senior at
Gonzales High School. He has
been involved in scouting since
he was in the 2nd grade. He has

Do
o

been involved in Gonzales Pack
261, Troop 262, Venture Crew 263,
and is a Brotherhood member of
the Order of the Arrow, the honor
society of scouting. He attended
NYLT (National Youth Leader-
ship Training) has held seven
leadership positions and earned
55 merit badges. Other awards
received include Den Chief Ser-
vice Award, Messengers of Peace,
National Outdoor Achievement
Award for Camping, Kayaking
Award, and World Conservation
Award.

our community, too. Send the basics — Who? What? When? Where? Why? — to
publisher@gonzalesinquirer.com.

T-Electric

(830) 857-4390 @

Serving Gonzales County
for over 30 vears.

B o
- Fehner & Son Grain Co., LP

1922 Co.Road 197, Gonzales, TX 78622

Ik

~
© CATTLE g
FEEDS & ) £
CUBES = LIoUID
FERTILIZER
= HORSE & WEED
_ PELLETS& Bl SPRAYING
= FeEDS ﬂ
* DEER ey LIVESTOCK
— proTein e Bl =

: (830) 672-3710
L

STATE FARM

Scott Dierlam, Agent
¢ 1212 E Sarah Dewitt Dr
Gonzales, TX 78629
Bus: 830-672-9661
scott.dierlam.rhep@statefarm.com
State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services + Home Office, Bloomington, IL 61710

INSURANCE
®

Quality Auto
Tire & Repair

205 W 90A
Gonzales
830-672-3565

o
gT ET,
WE 830-672-2845 I
Hwy 90A * Gonzales, Texas
Sale every Saturday at 10 a.m.

i

3

HARDING PUMP & SUPPLY INC.
392 Johnston
Gonzales, Texas 78629
Phone: 830-672-2889
Fax: 830-672-2880

Hydraulic Hoses * Pipe * Valves * Fittings

LINDEMANN FERTILIZER SERVICE, INC.

Cost, Texas
Liquid Fertilizer ~ Weedspraying
Feed Tubs  Liquid Feed

Agricultural Supplies

WE HAVE A BETTER SOLUTION
830-437-2269

GohsaledsE@nquirer
If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,
please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Help Support This Page!!!!

Vaz Urgent Gare Clinic
The Vaz Clinic, PA.

Family Practice
830-672-2424
1103 N. Sarah DeWitt Drive
Gonzales, TX 78629

* All Insurances & VA Insurance Accepted
* New Patients & Walk-Ins Welcomed
* Wellness Physicals

Mon.-Fri. 8 am — 5 pm; Thurs. 8 am — 6 pm
Closed Holidays
Our Specialty Is You!

Visit website: thevazclinicpa.com for additional info.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD

Gateway Fellowship Church

424 St. Peter St.

First Assembly of God
509 E. 3rd St., Nixon

BAPTIST
Clark Baptist Church
FM 794, Gonzales

Country Baptist Church
Highway 87, Smiley

Eastside Baptist Church
Seydler Street, Gonzales

Efeso Iglesia Bautista
Highway 87, Smiley

Elm Grove Baptist Church
4337 FM 1115
Waelder, TX, 78959

First Baptist Church
422 St. Paul, Gonzales

First Baptist Church
403 N. Texas, Nixon

First Baptist Church
Highway 108 N., Smiley

First Baptist Church
406 N. Avenue E, Waelder

Greater Palestine
Baptist Church
S. of 90A (sign on Hwy 80)

Harwood Baptist Church
North of Post Office,
Harwood

Iglesia Bautista Macedonia
201 S. Congress, Nixon

Iglesia Bautista Memorial
Highway 97, Waelder

Leesville Baptist Church
E. of Highway 80
onCR 121

Memorial Heights
Baptist Church
1330 N. College, Gonzales

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church
100 Capes, Gonzales

Oak Valley Baptist Church
Highway 97, Bebe

Old Moulton
Baptist Church
2287 FM 1680, Moulton

URCH DIRECT

irectory and Devotional is Made Possible By These Busi
Who Encourage All of Us To Attend Worship Services:

PLACES OF WORSHIP

Providence Missionary
Baptist Church
1020 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Stratton Primitive Baptist
FM 1447,
9 miles east of Cuero

St. James Baptist Church
Hwy 80, north of Belmont.

St. Paul Baptist Church
SE 2nd Street, Waelder

Shiner Baptist Church

Union Lea Baptist Church
St. Andrew St., Gonzales

Union Valley Baptist Church
FM 1681, NW of Nixon

CATHOLIC
St. James Catholic Church
417 N. College, Gonzales

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church
St. John St., Gonzales

St. Joseph Catholic Church
207 S. Washington, Nixon

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Waelder

St. Phillip Catholic Church
Highway 87, Smiley

CHRISTIAN
First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
712 Crockett, Luling

CHURCHES OF CHRIST
Church of Christ
1323 Seydler St., Gonzales

Church of Christ
(Iglesia de Cristo)
201 E. Second St. Nixon

Church of Christ
E. 3rd & Texas, Nixon

Church of Christ, Belmont

CHURCHES OF GOD
Gonzales Memorial
Church of God in Christ
1113 Hastings, Gonzales

Episcopal
Episcopal Church
of the Messiah
721 S. Louis, Gonzales

EVANGELICAL
La Vos del Evangelio,
Mision Capilla del Pueblo
W. Central at Hwy. 87,
Nixon

FULL GOSPEL
Camp Valley Full Gospel
Hwy 80, 7 mi.
north of Nixon

Full Gospel Church
1426 Fisher, Gonzales

JEWISH
Adat Haderech,
a Messianic shul
HashemYeshual

@yahoo.com

LUTHERAN
First Lutheran Church NALC
1206 St. Joseph, Gonzales

Abiding Word
Lutheran Church LCMS
1020 St. Louis St., Gonzales

METHODIST
Belmont Methodist
Highway 90A, Belmont

Dewville United Methodist
West of FM 1117
on CR 121

First Methodist
426 St. Paul, Gonzales

Flatonia United Methodist

Harris Chapel
United Methodist
S. Liberty St., Nixon

Harwood Methodist Church
Harwood

Henson Chapel
United Methodist
1113 St. Andrew, Gonzales

Monthalia Methodist
CR 112 off Highway 97

Nixon Methodist Church
310 East 4th Street, Nixon

Smiley Methodist Church
1 blk. S. of Hwy. 87, Smiley

Webster Chapel A.M.E.
1027 Church St., Gonzales

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Christ the King Church
1262 U.S. Highway 77

South
Hallettsville

Cowboy Church
of Gonzales County
J.B. Wells Show Barn

El Centro Cristiano
“Agua Viva”
403 Highway 90 W,
Waelder

Greatfulness!

CONTRIBUTED

Evangelist Lois Wilson and Oliver Wilson pres-
ent the 2nd Annual Citywide “Tent” Revival at 1725
Weimar Street, Gonzales, Texas, 78629 on Satur-
day, November 7, 2026 from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Everyone is invited to come and enjoy a time of
praise, worship, fellowship and hear God’s word.
Free parking, free food, free drink. For more in-
formation contact Evangelist Lois Wilson at (830)
857-3697 or Oliver Wilson at (210) 288-3441.

Gaslight Dinner Theatre
fall production dates set

CONTRIBUTED
The Shiner Gaslight Dinner Theatre fall pro-
.\ F;\m '4 duction, “The Play That Goes Wrong’, is a hilari-
CONTRIBUTED ous comedy where things quickly go from bad to

utterly disastrous! With an unconscious leading
lady, a corpse that can’t play dead, and actors who
trip over everything (including their lines), its “an

explosion of comedy!”

Dates are Friday, Saturday, and Sunday on No-
vember 6,7, 8,13, 14, 15, 20, 21, and 22. A Wednes-
day performance is on Nowv. 11.

Reserve your voucher/ticket at shinergaslight.
org or call 361 594-2079 beginning on Monday,
October 19. No children under four please.

Free Bible study classses
every Wednesday

CONTRIBUTED

If you're looking to learn more about the Bible
here it is. Anointed Bible study classes at 7:00 p.m.
every Wednesday at the LaQuinta Inn Suite Wynd-
ham, Gonzales, TX, 1631 Water St., Hwy 183. One-
hour classes from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Classes

led by Apostle Sandra Gates, the word It’s life

changing. Jesus is Lord Ministries. Free classes, no
charge. For information call 361-407-5060.

Emmanuel Fellowship
1817 St. Lawrence,
Gonzales

Encouraging Word
Christian Fellowship
Highway 80, Leesville

Lighthouse Church
of Our Lord
1805 Weimar, Gonzales

New Life Temple
for Jesus Christ
16214 US 90 W, Harwood

River of Life
Christian Fellowship
207 Steele St., Smiley

Thompsonville
Community Church
CR 423, Thompsonville
Between Harwood &
Waelder off old Hwy. 90

Two Rivers Bible Church
1600 Sarah DeWitt Dr.,
Suite 210, Gonzales

INTER-
DENOMINATIONAL
Faith Family Church
1812 Cartwheel Dr.,

Gonzales

Living Waters Fellowship
306 St. Paul, Gonzales

PENTECOSTAL
Faith Temple
Hwy. 80 (N. Nixon Ave.),
Nixon

Holy Temple of
Jesus Christ No. 2
1515 Dallas, Gonzales

Iglesia Pentecostes
Filadelfia
893 S. Magnolia Ave.,
Luling

Temple Bethel Pentecostal
1104 S. Paul, Gonzales

Life Changing
Church of Gonzales
3.3 miles north
on Hwy 183,
right on CR 235, then
right on CR 236

PRESBYTERIAN
Pilgrim Presbyterian Church
CR 210 off FM 1116

Presbyterian Church
of Gonzales
414 St. Louis, Gonzales

Cheapside Presbyterian
Church, Cuero

TO UPDATE OR CHANGE A CHURCH LISTING, CALL THE GONZALES INQUIRER AT 830-672-2861

Delivering more.”

800.223.4832 | gvec.org
Dry Fertilzer
Custom Appliation & Soi Tsting

3 STEVE EHRIG
830-263-1233

P0. Box 1826 Morzan Mills
Gonzales, TX 78629 §30-857-4086

CHEVY-BUICK-GMC
830-875-5425
1-800-299-5425

GoisaledEInquirer

622 St. Paul Street

830-672-2861
Keeping Gonzales Families Informed Since 1853

0 G
Seydley - ll Gunesal Home
“Proudly Serving the Gonzales Area Since 1914”

906 St. Paul - Gonzales
830-672-3232

(,ll
GonsaleSEInguirer
If you would like to advertise your business
in helping support the church page,
please call or email
Sanya at 830-672-2861
sanya.simmons@gonzalesinquirer.com

Help Support This Page!!!!

Legacy Insurance Agency
826 Sarah DeWitt Dr. « 830-672-9581

Want more

customers?

Call 830-672-2861 for help
with your marketing plan.

——-/.,3—\
A C. Collision Conter

2505 Ghurch Street - Gonzales, TX, 78629
Phone: 830-672-7303 - Fax: 830-672-7465
Monday-Friday 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM.

Angel & Abigail Casares
Owners

EDWARDS

FURNITURE CO.,

Your Hometown Furniture Store
703 5t. Paul Gonzales, Texas 78629
830-672-2911

INC

672-8676

Guadalupe Valley Veterinary Clinic

2004 Church St. - Gonzales, TX 78629

th

A RGUS BEEF

1241 North State Hwy 95 | Flatonia

361-865-3099
HOURS: 11:00 AM TO 10:00 PM 7 DAYS A WEEK
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Pinnacle Bancorp
acquires SouthStar Bank

BY DAVID R. KAPAVIK
SouthStar Bank CEO & President

I am pleased to share the news
about our bank’s future. The Dinsdale
family, owners of Pinnacle Bancorp,
Inc., have signed an agreement to
acquire SouthStar Bank. We will join
an established family of community
banks. The transaction will occur early
next year, but we will continue operat-
ing under the SouthStar Bank name
through 2027.

I'will continue to serve as President
and CEO, and our management team
and staff will remain the same. I
understand you may have concerns
or skepticism about the change
in ownership. But you have my
commitment to continue taking care
of you, as we have for the past 31 years
I have served as President. I can say
this confidently because the family
buying the bank already operates their
other banks with the same values as
SouthStar.

On behalf of Executive Vice
President of Pinnacle Bancorp,

Inc., Matt Dinsdale, I want to share
the following message: “Under
Pinnacle Bancorp, Inc., SouthStar
Bank will continue to operate with
local management, local decision-

making, local teams, and local
control, reflecting both organizations’
shared commitment to community
banking. Our heritage and values

will continue to build on SouthStar
Banlk’s strong established foundation
for its employees, customers, and
communities.”

SouthStar Bank will remain the
same great bank, with the same 5-star
customer service tradition that you
know and love that sets us apart from
other financial institutions. Our team
and I are genuinely excited about
this opportunity and confident in the
future it creates for our customers and
the communities we have proudly
served since 1920.

The branches and employees, who
know you by name, will continue
serving our customers. For daily ques-
tions or concerns, please continue to
contact and visit your local branch or
reach out to any of our loan officers
who regularly help you.

As a personal guarantee, I am also
listing the Moulton branch phone
number so you can call me if we are
not living up to my commitment
to serving you as we always have. I
welcome your call at 361-596-4611.

Thank you for your continued busi-
ness and support!

WAELDER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

regional berth, finishing third as a
team. Sophomore Griselda Ramos
Montero placed eighth. MileSplit lists
her season best in the 5,000 meters
as 25:58.80, set at the NEISD XC Meet
No. 2.

The junior high teams added to
Waelder’s district showing. The boys fin-
ished third, while the girls placed fourth.

Waelder and Gonzales are sched-
uled to race on the same day at the
2026 UIL Region IV Cross Country
Championships at Texas A&M Univer-
sity-Corpus Christi, scheduled for Oct.
26-27. The top four teams at regionals
advance to state, along with the top 10
individual runners whose teams do
not qualify.

NIGHT OUT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

booths.

National Night Out
promotes stronger
relationships between
residents and law en-
forcement, encouraging
people to get to know
one another and take an
active interest in their
neighborhoods. The an-
nual campaign combines
community gatherings
with a focus on public
safety and crime preven-
tion, giving residents and
first responders opportu-
nities to meet in a relaxed
setting.

Sponsors, participat-
ing businesses, organi-
zations and volunteers
supported the Gonzales
event. Booth participants
were encouraged to bring
information, promotional
items and giveaways,
with no on-site sales al-
lowed.

The turnout and enjoy-
ment reflected in photos
from the evening showed
residents embracing the
invitation to get out and
spend time together, the
simple idea behind a
night dedicated to getting
to know the neighbors.

National Night Out
celebrations will continue
across Gonzales County
next week, with Waelder
hosting its event Tuesday,
Oct. 27. Smiley and Nixon
will follow with celebra-
tions in November.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

13. *High-flying fly ball

CLUES ACROSS 69. Bird word
1. Diver’s acronym 70. Come in
6. *Bat wood 71. Magnifying glass
9.1970s “pet” 72. Flow’s partner

73. Classroom furniture pieces

THEME: BASEBALL

SUDOKU

5
Call today and receive a ey,

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE %
PLUS $1600 OFF
SAFENYSTER 1-855-576-5653

WAI_K—IN TUB

With purchase of ajnew Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not appli ailable
d while !HDDlI" I l{:\lc cash value. Must present offer utum-ofwrdlm CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0032999 0083445

14. *Tampa Bay player

15. Round loaf, in Paris CLUES DOWN

16. Oak fruit 1. Fix a cat

17. Golf peg 2. Kind of cola

18. Investigative report 3. “Once a time...”

19. *Winningest World Series 4. Muslim woman’s cover
team 5. Relating to apnea

21. *How many feet between 6. Crafts’ partner
bases? 7. Ed.’s request

23. Help , 8. Laughing predator

24. Queen of Hearts’ pastry 9. *Record holder for most

25. *80-game restriction, e.g.
28. Cecum, pl. 10
30. Mr. Miyagi’s forte

35. Some soaps have none
37. Mobile phone in Britain,

career hits
. Give a boot
11. Modeling material
12. Piano’s E or G, e.g.
15. Small chicken variety

slangily

39. Heat-conducting solid 20. Organ swelling

22. Rub the wrong way

24. Arranged in rows and
columns

25. *Record holder for most
career home runs

26. Farewell, in France

40. Australian palm

41. Borders on

43. Large African antelope
44. Campus VIPs

46. *Umpires: Menin _____
47. Wednesday Addams’

Saa8-804-09

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For proma detalls please call 888 804-0913

Off First Month
of New Service!
u JE: GZ590

roommate 27. Edible cactus @
48. *Babe Ruth, a.k.a. the 29. *One of five first Hall of ((

of Swat T Fame inductees
50. Campaign worker 31. Blood vessel network
52. Before, old-fashioned 32. Repent ALL €O
53. Buck or doe 33. Short-trunked ungulate
55. GDP predecessor 34. Exclude or omit © StatePoint Media
57.*Grand slam:home run with ~ 36. Rave’s partner

bases 38. Purse on red carpet 56. Tubular pasta
60.*____ -inning stretch 42. Swamp plant 57 *Third base
64. Courteous and respectful 45. Equestrian’s seat T —
65. Large coffee pot 49. Born, in bio 58. Kitchen appliance
67. Habituate 51. Begrudged 59. Pains
68. Administer ceremonial oil 54. Derive 60. Nose-in-the-air type

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

61. Bonkers

62. Hiker’s journey

63. Not his

64.*____ Ripken]Jr.

66. *Umpire’s blown call

@ StatcPoint Media

Fun By The Numbers

Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each
number can appear only once in each row, column and box. You can figure out the
order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues already provided
in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Answers found in next week’s Classifieds.
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Lady Apaches celebrate growth, friendships and a special senior class

FLASHES BY LOR

Gonzales Seniors gather together after senior sign out.

BY LORRELL WRIGHT

The Gonzales Lady Apaches ex-
perienced a little bit of everything
on the volleyball court over the
past week, from the excitement
of an electric opening set against
longtime rival Cuero on Friday to
the bittersweet emotions of Senior
Night on Tuesday. Although nei-
ther match ended in victory, the
week reflected a season of growth
for a program continuing to find
its stride and a senior class pre-
paring to say goodbye to the sport
that has brought them together for
S0 many years.

Under second-year head coach
Jenna Lamb, the Lady Apaches
have reached their highest win to-

tal in three years, an encouraging
milestone for a program that has
continued developing its com-
petitiveness and confidence. That
progress was evident Friday night
when Gonzales came out firing
against Cuero, feeding off the
energy on the court and delivering
a commanding 25-12 opening-set
victory. The excitement carried
into a closely contested second
set, but Cuero edged out a 25-23
win before taking the final two
sets 25-17 and 25-19 to secure the
3-1 victory.

The disappointing finish didn’t
erase the strength of Gonzales’
opening performance, which of-
fered another glimpse of what the
Lady Apaches are capable of when

their offense and defense come
together. Junior Parker Petras led
Gonzales with nine kills, 10 assists
and 10 digs, while senior Gabriella
Torres added seven kills. Senior
Jordyn Gonzales contributed five
kills and 15 digs, and fellow senior
Shykayden Clack recorded 15
assists, 18 digs and five serving
aces. Junior Carsyn Carrizales also
played an important defensive role
with 17 digs and 23 serve recep-
tions.

Four days later, the Lady Apaches
returned to their home court for
one final time this season, hosting
Navarro on Tuesday, Oct. 20, for a
matchup that carried a little more

See VOLLEYBALL, page 12

Nixon-Smiley
falls in five-set

heartbreaker

to Yoakum,
narrowly miss

playofts

BY VANESSA KIRBY

NIXON — The Nixon-
Smiley Lady Mustangs left
everything on the court
in a hard-fought five-set
battle against the Yoakum
Lady Bulldogs but ulti-
mately fell short, ending
their playoff hopes.

With postseason im-
plications on the line, the
Lady Mustangs battled
through five competi-
tive sets, refusing to back
down against a deter-
mined Yoakum squad.
The match featured mo-
mentum swings, extended
rallies, and emotional
moments as both teams
fought for every point.

Nixon-Smiley dem-
onstrated the grit and
determination that have
defined its season, re-
sponding to adversity and
continuing to compete
even as pressure mount-
ed. The Lady Mustangs
relied on teamwork, com-
munication, and effort to
stay in the contest, push-
ing Yoakum to a fifth set.

Despite the heart-
breaking outcome, the
Lady Mustangs showed
tremendous resilience
throughout the evening.
Players continued to
encourage one another,
fight for loose balls, and
battle through long rallies,
demonstrating the growth
and chemistry they have
built over the season.

The loss was especially
difficult for a Nixon-
Smiley team that had
worked throughout the

APACHES

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

overall, said he felt fast early in the race and
found his stride near the finish. The course’s
hills were tough at first, he said, but became
easier as the race went on. He hopes Gon-
zales can make it to state as a team.

“I'would give thanks to God if that would
happen, and to my teammates, coaches
and everyone who'’s helped me through the
journey,” Leon said.

Jordyn Gonzales finished sixth after going
into the race focused on staying with the
front pack. When she got tired, she said, she
reminded herself that she could do hard
things. She still believes she can run faster,
and a 19th-place finish among 310 girls at
the Corpus Islander meet gave her a boost as
she aims for state.

Last year, Gonzales said, she went into
regionals hoping to reach state but fell short.
This time, she said, she feels more confident
in what she can do.

Cantu, in her second year on varsity, fin-
ished seventh and said she was proud of how
the runners pushed one another through the
race.

“I'm most proud of the way that we pushed
each other to the finish line, and we pushed
each other to be district champs,” she said.

Gonzales’ junior varsity teams and junior
high runners also had strong district meets.
The JV girls finished second with 37 points,

GONZALES NIXON-SMILEY
HIGH SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL VOLLEYBALL
FRIDAY, OCT. 23 FRIDAY, OCT. 23
AT PEARSALL AT KARNES CITY
Pearsall Stadium, 7:30 p.m. Karnes City Gym, 4:30 p.m.
VOLLEYBALL CROSS COUNTRY
FRIDAY, OCT. 23 TUESDAY, OCT. 27
AT FLORESVILLE REGIONAL MEET

Floresville Gym, 5:00 p.m. Corpus Christi, Time TBD

VOLLEYBALL
WAELDER  gripav.oct. 23

HIGH SCHOOL VS.PRAIRIE LEA

Waelder Gym, 5:00 p.m.

Flu season is here! Protect yourself
and your loved ones by getting
vaccinated, washing your hands

frequently, and practicing healthy

habits to prevent illness.

Sponsored by

led by Isabella Hathaway in second place.
Kimberley Vazquez finished fourth and
Viviana Barrientos fifth. The JV boys placed

third with 65 points, with Julian Nava leading

Gonzales in seventh.
The junior high boys’ seventh-grade team

won the district title, while the seventh-grade

gitls finished third. Gonzales’ eighth-grade
boys placed third, and the eighth-grade girls
finished fourth.

Assistant coach Daniel Barrientos said the
results reflect the effort of runners across the
program, including those whose work may
not stand out in the final team standings.

“From the sidelines, you see them run-
ning, but you don’t always see the mental
toughness it takes to keep pushing when
they're tired and their bodies want to slow
down,” Barrientos said. “I saw kids digging
deep, encouraging their teammates, and
giving everything they had until they crossed
that finish line”

Barrientos said the junior high seventh-
grade boys’ district title was a special mo-
ment, and he sees promise in the younger
runners as they gain experience and move
toward high school.

“I couldn’t be more excited about the fu-
ture of our cross-country program,” he said.

For the varsity Apaches, the next challenge
is the Region IV championships, scheduled

CONNTRIBUTED PHOTO
Gonzales varsity cross-country runners give coach
Garza a celebratory shower following her first
district championship.

for Oct. 26-27 at Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi. The top four teams advance
to state, along with the top 10 individual run-
ners whose teams do not qualify.

Garza said the team will focus on staying
healthy, recovering well and sharpening its
race strategy before regionals. The Apaches
will have to trust the work that carried them
through district and continue racing for one
another.

“We've worked hard to get to this point,
and now it’s about trusting that work and
competing for each other,” she said.

Kolkhorst

Our State Senator

Proven. Conservative. Republican.

district schedule to posi-
tion itself for a postseason
opportunity. Although the
Lady Mustangs narrowly
missed securing a playoff

HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS
Feel the Difference

i\GONZALES

SENATOR LOIS W. KOLKHORST
Wife. Mother. Business Owner.
Woman of Faith and Conviction.
Born and raised in Senate District 18.

WORKING TO KEEP TEXAS
FREE AND AFFORDABLE

See LADY, page 11 Visit us online! GonzalesInquirer.com

Lindemann Fertilizer Service, Inc.

5451 W. State Hwy. 97
Cost, TX 78614

STRONG,

e Banned China and other adversarial nations from
buying Texas land, water and natural resources

“We Have A Better Solution”

e Fighting against eminent domain abuse, Sharia law,
and any other unconstitutional grabs.

m Liquid Fertilizer = Weed Spraying

* Working to defeat Democrat Socialists by requiring
schools teach the dangers and failures of communism

m Feed Tubs m Liquid Feed
m Agricultural Supplies

* Ensuring our local water supplies and electric grid are
reliable and off-limits to data centers and exporters

e Strong supporter of the 2nd Amendment
Mark Lindemann David Fullilove

830-857-4404 830-857-5645
Office: 830-437-2269

Early voting Oct. 19-30 | Election Day Nov. 3

“I'm asking for your vote to continue working for your family.”

o e T

loisfortexas.com Pol adv paid for by Lois W. Kolkhorst Campa|gn
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Apaches show signs of growth despite rivalry loss to Cuero

BY LORRELL WRIGHT

More than a century of
football history came with the
Gonzales Apaches and Cuero
Gobblers onto the field Friday
night, and while the latest chap-
ter of the longtime rivalry did
not end in Gonzales’ favor, the
Apaches found some encourag-
ing moments to carry forward
as they continue their district
season.

Cuero claimed a 48-13 vic-
tory, handing Gonzales its first
district loss and moving the
Apaches to 2-5 overall and 1-1
in district play. The final score
reflected a difficult night for
Gonzales, but a stronger second
half, particularly in the running
game, offered another look at
the progress the team has made
through a challenging season.

Coming off a 20-16 victory
over Bandera in their district
opener, the Apaches were look-
ing to build on the momentum
of their first league win. The
lessons learned through a de-
manding nondistrict schedule
have helped prepare Gonzales
for the challenges of district
competition, and while Friday’s
matchup presented another
obstacle, the offense showed
flashes of the potential that be-
gan to emerge against Bandera.

The Apaches struggled to
find their footing early, trailing
21-0 at halftime despite several
opportunities created by the
defense. Gonzales recovered
a Cuero fumble in the second
quarter but was unable to turn

FLASHES BY LOR

Senior runningback Keath White Jr. gains yards as he works to get deeper

into Cuero territory.

the extra possession into points.
The offense began finding more
success after the break, even-
tually finishing with 346 total
yards, including an impressive
273 yards on the ground.

Senior Keath White Jr. led the
rushing attack with 109 yards on
just 10 carries, averaging nearly
11 yards per attempt. His big-
gest moment came in the fourth
quarter when he broke free for a
73-yard touchdown run, giving
the Apaches one of their most
exciting offensive plays of the

night. Senior Braelin “BJ” Jones
also had a strong showing,
carrying the ball 13 times for

93 yards and scoring Gonzales’
first touchdown on a 2-yard run
in the third quarter.

The two seniors combined
for 202 rushing yards, providing
much of the spark that helped
Gonzales move the football in
the second half. Senior Luis
Zuniga Jr. added 55 yards on 15
carries, while freshman Haura
Williamson contributed an-
other 14 yards on four attempts.

Together, the rushing attack
averaged 6.2 yards per carry,
showing the Apaches’ ability
to break through and pick up
significant yardage.

Gonzales also found success
through the air, particularly late
in the game. Zuniga completed
five of 10 passes for 73 yards,
connecting with senior Damian
Hunt four times for 63 yards.
Their longest completion went
for 50 yards in the fourth quar-
ter, moving Gonzales deep into
Cuero territory. Jones added a
10-yard reception, bringing his
combined rushing and receiv-
ing total to 103 yards.

While those offensive high-
lights came too late to overcome
the early deficit, they offered
a glimpse of what Gonzales is
capable of when things begin
to click. The stronger second-
half performance, paired with
the previous week’s win over
Bandera, also reflects the expe-
rience the Apaches have gained
from a difficult early schedule.
The challenge now is turning
those individual moments of
success into the consistency
needed to compete for four full
quarters.

The Gonzales defense also
had its share of contributions,
creating additional possessions
through multiple fumble recov-
eries and continuing to make
plays throughout the contest.
Senior James Sanchez recovered
a fumble in the second quarter
and contributed on special
teams with four kickoff returns
totaling 56 yards.

Freshman Jackson Hill led
the defensive effort with 12 total
tackles, including three solo
stops and nine assists. Bryce
Eleby finished with five tackles,
while Delton Pape, Brody Car-
doza, Julius Soto and Brayden
Sanchez each recorded four.
Cardoza also added a tackle for
loss.

Although the outcome was
not what Gonzales had hoped
for in a rivalry that has con-
nected generations of Apache
and Gobbler players, there is
still plenty of football left to play.
The demanding early-season
schedule has given the Apaches
opportunities to learn and grow,
and the past two weeks have
provided examples of how that
experience can begin to pay off.

With the district race still
taking shape, Gonzales will
have an opportunity to build
on those improvements when
the Apaches travel to Pearsall
this Friday. The team will then
return home the following week
to host San Antonio Memorial
for senior night.

At 1-1 in district play,
the Apaches remain in the
postseason conversation,
with their next two
matchups offering important
opportunities to strengthen
their position. After seeing
what their offense can produce
against Cuero, the focus shifts
to putting those pieces together
from the opening kickoff and
carrying that momentum
through the rest of the district
schedule.

LADY

T CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

berth, their effort against Yoakum
reflected a program that contin-
ues to compete and improve.

For the Lady Mustangs, the dis-
appointment of falling just short
does not erase the progress made
throughout the year. From key
district victories to the challenges
along the way, Nixon-Smiley con-
tinued to demonstrate determina-

tion and pride in representing its
school and community.

Although the season did not
end with the postseason appear-
ance they had hoped for, the Lady
Mustangs can take pride in the
fight they showed and the founda-
tion they have laid for the future.

The Nixon-Smiley volleyball
program will aim to build on this

season’s experiences, carrying for-
ward the lessons in perseverance,
teamwork, and commitment
evident throughout the year.

For the Lady Mustangs, the re-
sult may not have been what they
wanted, but their willingness to
battle until the final point demon-
strated what it means to Ride for
the Brand.

FLICKS BY NAT
Nixon-Smiley varsity volleyball seniors are honored for their
contributions to the Lady Mustangs program during Senior Night.
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Mustangs fall to
Poth Pirates 42-7 in
district matchup

BY VANESSA KIRBY

POTH, Texas — The Nixon-
Smiley Mustangs faced a tough
district challenge Friday night,
October 16, and fell to the Poth
Pirates, 42-7. Despite a deter-
mined defensive effort and
several strong individual perfor-
mances, the Mustangs struggled
to find offensive consistency
against a physical Poth team.

Coming off an impressive 58-
36 district win over the Comfort
Bobcats, Nixon-Smiley entered
Friday’s matchup looking to
build on that momentum. How-
ever, the Pirates made it difficult
for the Mustang offense, hold-
ing Nixon-Smiley to 139 total
yards.

Sophomore quarterback Dal-
las Rhodes completed 5 of 11
passes for 77 yards and a touch-
down. Rhodes connected with
Joe White Jr. for the Mustangs’
only touchdown of the evening.
White led the receiving corps
with three receptions for 55
yards, including a 38-yard gain,
while senior Garet Gonzales
added two receptions for 22
yards.

On the ground, Nixon-Smiley
finished with 62 rushing yards
on 27 carries. Gonzales and
Khali Jantes each rushed for
22 yards, while Rhodes and
White added nine yards apiece.
Turnovers proved costly for the
Mustangs, as three intercep-
tions and a lost opportunity
to maintain possession made
it difficult to sustain offensive
drives.

Defensively, Nixon-Smiley
continued to battle a talented
Pirate offense. Senior lineback-
er Khali Jantes led the Mustangs
with 16 tackles, including one
tackle for loss. Gonzales added
seven tackles and 1.5 tackles
for loss, while Karson Rhodes
added seven tackles.

Senior defensive lineman
Jaylun Rodriguez recorded 6
tackles, one tackle for loss, and
a forced fumble. Kahlijah Jantes

FLICKS BY NAT
Senior Garret Gonzales rushes the
ball downfield in an effort to score.

added 5 tackles, while Jeremiah
Morrison contributed four.

As a unit, the Mustang de-
fense recorded four tackles for
loss, forced two fumbles, and
blocked a kick.

Although the scoreboard
favored Poth, the Mustangs kept
competing throughout the con-
test. The loss highlighted areas
where Nixon-Smiley must im-
prove, particularly in offensive
execution, ball security, and the
ability to sustain drives against
strong district opponents.

The Mustangs have expe-
rienced both highs and lows
throughout the 2026 season,
including a school-record
83-point performance against
San Antonio YMLA and an
exciting district victory over
Comfort. Those performances
have demonstrated the team’s
potential when playing with
confidence, discipline, and
physicality.

As the district schedule con-
tinues, Nixon-Smiley will look
to put Friday’s setback behind
them and return to the practice
field, focused on improvement.
The Mustangs know that every
opportunity moving forward
will require preparation, ac-
countability, and a commitment
to playing together. The Mus-
tangs are on their bye week and
will host the Stockdale Brahmas
on Oct. 30 for senior night.

VOLLEYBALL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

meaning than an ordinary district contest. Na-
varro swept the match 25-14, 25-13 and 25-17,
but the evening also provided an opportunity to
recognize five seniors who have spent years rep-
resenting Gonzales volleyball. During the Senior
Night ceremony, the coaching staff shared how
proud they were of the girls, recognizing their
dedication and the contributions each has made
to the team throughout the years.

For Alaina Valle, Shykayden Clack, Blakely
Mercer, Jordyn Gonzales and Gabriella Torres,
Senior Night was about much more than the
outcome of their final home match. Many of
the girls have played together since they were
young, sharing years of practices, games, long
days and experiences that have brought them
closer both on and off the court. As their high
school careers draw to a close, those relation-
ships have become one of the things they
appreciate most about their time wearing an
Apache jersey.

“I think it’s just like one of the best things to
be able to be with my seniors that I've been
playing volleyball with since such a young
age,” Valle said, reflecting on the opportunity
to spend her final games alongside teammates
who have been part of her life for years.

That appreciation for their time together was
shared by Clack, who said her senior season
has been filled with hard work, long hours and
dedication, but also a greater understanding of
just how quickly their time as teammates was
coming to an end.

“We all went into the season knowing that,
you know, half of our team is about to gradu-
ate,” Clack said, explaining that getting to spend
that time together has been one of the most
meaningful parts of the year.

For Torres, those years together have created
relationships that extend well beyond volley-
ball. After playing alongside many of her team-
mates for roughly seven years, she reflected
on the countless hours they've spent together,
particularly through the demanding weeks
of preseason preparation when practices and
team activities consumed much of their days.

“They’re like family to me,” Torres said, de-
scribing her fellow seniors as sisters.

That closeness made Tuesday night particu-
larly emotional for Mercer, who admitted the
reality of Senior Night didn’t fully sink in until
the moment arrived.

“You never think about it being your final
night until it hits you,” Mercer said.

Looking back on her high school volleyball
experience, Mercer said some of her most
meaningful memories came from overcoming
adversity and learning to push through diffi-
cult moments alongside teammates who have
become like sisters. Those experiences have
given her more than memories from the court,
teaching lessons she believes will remain valu-
able long after graduation.

“Some of these girls on the court are your sis-
ters for six years, and just this senior group is so
special to me,” Mercer said. “It’s just given me

Care

so many life skills to take on past high school,
and it’s just really hard. I'm gonna miss it”

Jordyn shared that same appreciation for
the friendships and experiences volleyball has
given her, reflecting on a season filled with
growth, emotions and the realization that each
match brings her closer to the end of her high
school career.

“As a senior, this volleyball season has meant
more to me than I could ever put into words,’
Jordyn said. “It’'s been a season full of memo-
ries, lessons, growth, and emotions knowing
that every game brings me one step closer to
the end of my high school career”

For Jordyn, wearing the Apache jersey has
represented more than simply competing on
the court. It has meant representing her school,
teammates, coaches and everyone who has
supported her along the way. She said volley-
ball has taught her to push through adversity,
while the pride of being an Apache is some-
thing she will carry with her long after her play-
ing days are over.

“It's more than just a jersey; it represents the
hard work, pride, and dedication that got me
here,” Jordyn said. “Being an Apache is some-
thing I will always be proud of, the memories
and lessons will stay with me forever”

As the seniors prepare to close this chapter,
they also leave behind a program that has taken
meaningful steps forward during their final
season. Under Lamb’s leadership, the improved
record reflects the work being put into building
a stronger Gonzales volleyball program. While
there have been difficult losses and moments
when the team has struggled to maintain its
momentum, the Lady Apaches have continued
showing the determination to compete and
improve, giving the younger players valuable
experience to carry into next season.

For this senior class, being part of that growth
adds another layer to a volleyball journey that
has already meant so much. The victories,
challenges and long hours of preparation have
helped shape their high school experience, but
itis clear from their reflections that the friend-
ships and lessons learned along the way will be
what they remember most.

Gonzales will travel to Floresville on Friday,
Oct. 23, for its final match of the season after
being eliminated from playoff contention. Al-
though Tuesday marked the seniors’ final home
appearance, Friday will give Valle, Clack, Mer-
cer, Jordyn and Torres one more opportunity to
share the court wearing their Apache jerseys.

There may not be a playoff run waiting at
the end of the season, but the Lady Apaches
have plenty to carry forward. For Lamb and
the returning players, the progress made this
year provides a foundation to continue build-
ing upon. For the five seniors, Friday will close
a chapter that began long before high school,
leaving them with years of memories, lessons
learned through both victories and adversity,
and friendships that will last long after the final
point is played.

You Can

Count On
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