
By Dan Marsh
Record Editor

Huntsville Street Depart-
ment Director Scott Phillips 
said the city has been working 
to repair potholes in streets 
over the past week, mostly 
due to water line leaks.

“We finished up Friday,” 

Phillips said, referring to 
March 29, when two crews 
repaired damage at the in-
tersection of Hughes and 
Church streets. The depart-
ment also repaired some pot-
holes at the entrance to Fire 
Station 1 on Church Street.

Crews also hit “the worst 
spots” on Polk, Cain and Col-
lege streets last week. “Those 
are the spots where we’d had 
some water leaks and were 
just in the worst need of re-
pair,” Phillips said. The city 
repaired the entire intersec-

By Dan Marsh
Record Editor

A Huntsville couple plans 
to create after-school oppor-
tunities for kids and more 
activities for local families 
via Huntsville Summit, which 
will sponsor a concert at the 
AT and Georgia Mae Smith 
Activity on Saturday, April 6.

Wes May, who along with 
his wife, Natasha, founded 
Huntsville Summit, said the 
concert is both a fundraiser 
and a platform for Summit to 
show “what we want to do.” 

The concert will feature 
Stars Go Dim, which is on its 
Authority in the Name of Je-
sus tour, and The Band Table. 
Tickets will be $5 at the door, 
and doors will open at 6 p.m.

Wes is a former associate 

pastor at First Baptist Church. 
Natasha is a paraprofessional 
at Huntsville Intermediate 
School.

“Our hope is, this could 
turn into a Huntsville mu-
sic festival,” May said of the 
event. “It could transform 
from one day to a whole 
weekend. It would be an op-
portunity for families to have 
a good time and experience 
something new.”

Giving families in Hunts-
ville “something new” that 
they can experience togeth-
er is the goal of Huntsville 
Summit. Wes and Natasha 
moved to Huntsville seven 
years ago and “had a dream 
of what it would look like to 
have a community center of 

By Dan Marsh
Record Editor

Huntsville’s 1-cent sales 
tax will expire on June 30, 
said Mayor Travis Dotson. 
“Everything that tax was in-
tended to do has been accom-
plished,” he said.

In August 2013, the Hunts-
ville City Council asked vot-
ers to raise the tax rate from 
1% to 2%, with the bulk of the 
money used to repay $4.65 
million in bonds to extend 
water and sewer lines along 
Highway 412. City leaders 
passed an ordinance saying 
that some of the increased 
tax revenue would be used 
to issue bonds for $1.1 mil-
lion in street improvements, 
$635,000 for a new fire sta-
tion on the north side of the 

city, $695,000 for improve-
ments at Mitchusson Park 
and $580,000 for a museum 
project. The ordinance stated 
that if any of the projects were 
approved, the city would levy 
a 1% sales tax to repay bonds 
sold to finance the projects. 
The sales tax would expire 
when the bonds were repaid. 

Dotson said the bonds will be 
paid off as of May 30, with the 
tax expiring a month later.

He said the museum was 
the only project left unap-
proved by voters, but ongoing 
improvements to the Basham 
Building, where some Mod-
el-T Fords are displayed in a 
replica of a Ford Motor Co. 
dealership, will fill that need.

“I thought that when it 
was brought to the public [in 
2013], it was explained well 
and that’s why the tax was 
passed,” Dotson said. Howev-
er, by deciding not to extend 
the tax beyond June 30, as 
recommended by Stephens, 
Inc., the city has eliminated as 
much as $7 million in poten-
tial revenue from its coffers.

Dotson said this decision 
was made in light of the pas-
sage by voters of a 0.5% sales 
and use tax to build a 148-
bed jail. This tax, which is 
estimated to generate approx-
imately $17 million, would 
sunset after the jail is paid 
for, which is estimated to take 
20 to 25 years. The Madison 
County Quorum Court also 
asked voters to approve a per-
manent 1.25% sales and use 
tax for maintenance and op-
erations of the proposed jail. 
The tax was estimated to gen-
erate $2.4 million per year, of 
which $2 million is estimated 
to be needed yearly. Voters 
denied this tax.

“We had been without a 
jail for a long time and the 

By Dan Marsh
Record Editor

The Second Annual 
Broadband County Road 
Show came to Huntsville last 
week for a meeting at the 
Arvest Annex Building. Lata-
sha Born, representing Coun-
ty Judge Larry Garrett’s office, 
and Huntsville Fire Chief 
Kevin Shinn attended the 
meeting, which was hosted by 
Glen E. Howie, state broad-
band director.

Howie gave a presenta-
tion on the state’s efforts to 
improve broadband access 
across the state utilizing a $1 
billion federal grant Arkansas 
will be awarded by a program 
administered by the Nation-
al Telecommunications and 
Information Administration 
(NTIA). “We have been pre-
paring for this process for 
well over a year,” said Howie. 
“As a result of intensive stake-

holder outreach and engaged 
residents across the state, our 
counties are organized and 
ready to go. We look forward 
to launching this historic pro-
cess.”

The Madison County visit 
was the 14th stop for How-
ie and Kamelle Gomez, the 
state’s digital opportunity 
manager.

The Arkansas State Broad-
band Office launched its 
Broadband Equity, Access, 
and Deployment (BEAD) 
mapping challenge process 
on March 20, beginning a 
months-long process that 
will enable stakeholders in 
Arkansas to challenge the 
accuracy of the Federal Com-
munications Commission’s 
National Broadband Map and 
the levels of internet service 
reported at homes and busi-
nesses throughout the state. 
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Mayor: Extension of tax could have provided millions more in revenue
“We had been without 
a jail for a long time 
and ... the city council 
voted a year and a half 
ago to suspend [the 
1-cent tax] to allow 
this new tax for the jail 
to go into effect

— Huntsville  
Mayor Travis Dotson

•• See  TAXTAX  Page 7A

•• See  MAPMAP  Page 7A

•• See  SUMMITSUMMIT  Page 6A

City makes repairs to streets

City’s 1-cent sales tax to expire June 30

Challengers sought 
for broadband map

Huntsville Summit 
aims to help local  
families, students

•• See  STREETSSTREETS  Page 6A

Cruzin’ for Champions Car Show

Photo by Dan Marsh, Record Editor

The City of Huntsville Street Department digs up a damaged section of asphalt 
at the intersection of Church and Hughes streets on Thursday.

Photo by Dan Marsh, Record Editor

Blake Canion, a junior at Huntsville High School, speaks to a judge at the Cruzin’ for Champions Car Show 
held Saturday, March 30 at the AT & Georgia Mae Smith Activity Center. The car belonged to Canion’s grand-
mother. The antique auto was prepared for entry into the car show at the CTE Automotive Shop. Canion is a 
student in Frank Wrinkle’s diesel class at the CTE. The fundraising auto show by HHS Skills USA was open 
to all auto clubs and vehicles. See more photos on Page 3B.

Photo by Dan Marsh, Record Editor

Wes and Natasha May of Huntsville stand in front of 
the former First National Bank building downtown. 
They have a goal of purchasing the building for use 
as a future rock-climbing gymnasium and as an event 
center with an afterschool program on the third floor.
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Cemetery work day planned for Clifty 
Cemetery   

The Clifty Cemetery is having a work day Saturday, 
April 6, beginning at 9 a.m. All help is appreciated.

Hickory Grove Cemetery Cleaning   

The annual cleaning at Hickory Grove Cemetery will 
be Saturday, April 6 at 9 a.m. A business meeting will 
follow.  

Benefit planned for Maci McCoy

A benefit fundraiser for Maci McCoy is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 13, 2024. UTV Ride, Soup and Chili Sup-
per plus an auction and gun rifle. Check-in for the UTV 
ride is 9 a.m., soup and chili serving begins at 4 p.m. 
and the auction and gun raffle starts at 6 p.m. UTV ride 
is $10 per person, supper is $5 per person. 427 Mad-
ison 7248 Hindsville, old 412 Glade Creek area. There 
will be signs. For more information, call Jennifer Scott 
at 479-871-7761. 

Dances Sheduled at Senior Center

There will be a dance at the Madison County Senior 
Center with Norman Roach and the Pacemakers on 
April 13 and April 27 from 7 p.m.-10 p.m. Admission is 
$5.

               
_________

Madison County Record County Calendar policy

    The Madison County Record accepts County Calendar sub-
missions from non-profit organizations regarding upcoming 
events in Madison County and the White River Valley area. 
Free events,  services, and benefits sponsored by individuals 
or businesses may also be included in the County Calendar. 
    Items are published for free only once. The cost to include 
an announcement in the County Calendar more than once is 
$7 per edition. 
    The editor reserves the right to accept, edit, or decline any 
submissions to the County Calendar.

The following felony cas-
es were resolved in Madison 
County Circuit Court during 
the month of March.

• Virginia Lynn Guinn, 
43, was found guilty of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance (methamphetamine), 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia, non-support, and two 
counts of failure to appear. 
She was given 48 months in 
the Arkansas Department of 
Correction (ADC) plus 72 
months Suspended Imposi-
tion of Sentence and credit for 
14 days already served in jail. 
She was also ordered to pay at 
least $300 toward child sup-
port. Violation of her suspen-
sion could result in a sentence 
of 42 years in the ADC, less 
time already served.

• Jordan Makayla Doshier, 
25, was found guilty of de-
livery of methamphetamine, 
possession of a controlled 
substance (methamphet-
amine), tampering with phys-
ical evidence, possession of a 
controlled substance (meth-
amphetamine), possession 
of drug paraphernalia, and 
hindering apprehension. She 
was placed on probation for 
10 years and ordered to serve 
12 months in a Community 
Correction Center as a con-
dition of her probation. If she 
violates the terms of her pro-
bation, she could face up to 
44 years in the ADC and/or a 
fine of up to $55,000.

• Talisa Jane Lewis, 39, was 
found guilty of theft of prop-
erty. She was given 12 months 
Suspended Imposition of Sen-
tence. Violation of her sus-
pension could result in a sen-
tence of one year in the ADC, 
less time already served.

• William Joe Yates, 43, was 
found guilty of possession of 
firearms by certain persons. 
He was given 12 months in 
the ADC plus 60 months Sus-
pended Imposition of Sen-
tence and credit for 90 days 

already served in jail. Viola-
tion of his suspension could 
result in a sentence of six years 
in the ADC, less time already 
served.

• Justin Ray Criss, 37, was 
found guilty of leaving the 
scene of an accident involv-
ing personal injury. He was 
placed on probation for three 
years and given credit for 24 
days already served in jail. If 
he violates the terms of his 
probation, he could face up to 
six years in the ADC and/or a 
fine of up to $10,000.

• Clayton Farrell Knoles, 
36, was found guilty of terror-
istic threatening (second de-
gree). He was given 12 months 
Suspended Imposition of Sen-
tence. Violation of his suspen-
sion could result in a sentence 
of one year in the ADC, less 
time already served.

• Jay Michael Rowan, 38, 
was found guilty of posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, 
fleeing, and possession of a 
controlled substance (meth-
amphetamine). He was given 
72 months in the ADC plus 
48 months Suspended Impo-
sition of Sentence and credit 
for 60 days already served in 
jail. Violation of his suspen-
sion could result in a sentence 
of 100 years in the Arkansas 
Department of Correction, 
less time already served.

• Lecile Gene Lynch, 48, 
was found guilty of second de-
gree battery. He was placed on 
probation for two years. Vio-
lation of the terms of his pro-
bation could result in a sen-
tence of six years in the ADC 
and/or a fine of up to $10,000.

• Tamara Michelle Patrick, 
36, was found guilty of sec-
ond-degree forgery. She was 
placed on probation for three 
years. Violation of the terms 
of her probation could result 
in a sentence of 10 years in 
the ADC and/or a fine of up 
to $10,000.

• Noelle Theresa Marquis, 
25, was found guilty of theft 

of property, possession of a 
controlled substance (meth-
amphetamine), possession of 
drug paraphernalia, and fail-
ure to appear. She was given 
72 months Suspended Impo-
sition of Sentence. Violation 
of her suspension could re-
sult in a sentence of 18 years 
in the ADC, less time already 
served.

• Susan Lee Extein, 57, was 
found guilty of possession of 
methamphetamine with the 
purpose to deliver, posses-
sion of a Sch. II controlled 
substance with the purpose 
to deliver, possession of a Sch. 
VI with the purpose to de-
liver, and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. She was given 
36 months in the ADC plus 
36 months Suspended Impo-
sition of Sentence. Violation 
of her suspension could re-
sult in a sentence of 70 years 
in the ADC, less time already 
served.

• Stanley Extein, 65, was 
found guilty of possession of 
methamphetamine with the 
purpose to deliver, posses-
sion of a Sch. II controlled 
substance with the purpose to 
deliver, possession of a Sch. VI 
controlled substance with the 
purpose to deliver, possession 
of drug paraphernalia. He was 
given 36 months in the ADC 
plus 36 months Suspended 
Imposition of Sentence. Vio-
lation of his suspension could 
result in a sentence of 70 years 
in the ADC, less time already 
served.

• Larry Gene Stuthers, Jr., 
43, was found guilty of crim-
inal mischief (first degree). 
He was given 72 months Sus-
pended Imposition of Sen-
tence. Violation of his suspen-
sion could result in a sentence 
of six years in the ADC, less 
time already served.

• Jordan Makayla Doshier, 
25, was found guilty of deliv-
ery of a controlled substance, 
possession of a controlled 
substance, tampering with 

physical evidence, possession 
of a controlled substance, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, 
and hindering apprehension. 
She was placed on probation 
for 10 years. Violation of the 
terms of her probation could 
result in a sentence of 54 years 
in the ADC and/or a fine of up 
to $55,000.

• Bobby Joe Baxter, 43, was 
found guilty of DWI (fourth 
offense) and failure to appear. 
He was given 24 months in 
the ADC plus 48 months Sus-
pended Imposition of Sen-
tence and credit for 102 days 
already served in jail. Viola-
tion of his suspension could 
result in a sentence of 16 years 
in the ADC, less time already 
served.

• Harold J. Keller, 50, was 
found guilty of possession of a 
controlled substance and two 
counts of failure to appear. He 
was placed on probation for 
five years and given credit for 
75 days already served in jail. 
If he violates the terms of his 
probation, he could face a sen-
tence of 36 years in the ADC 
and/or a fine of up to $40,000.

• Cameron Cordell Riddle, 
28, was found guilty of pos-
session of firearms by certain 
persons, possession of a Sch. 
II controlled substance, and 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia. He was given 72 months 
Suspended Imposition of Sen-
tence and 12 months for flee-
ing. He received credit for 89 
days already served in jail. 
Violation of his suspension 
could result in a sentence of 
32 years in the ADC, less time 
already served.

• Johnathan James Tiet-
jens, 58, was found guilty of 
theft by receiving. He was 
placed on probation for five 
years. Violation of the terms 
of his probation could result 
in a sentence of five years in 
the ADC and/or a fine of up 
to $15,000.

Circuit court cases resolved in March
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March 25
    • A caller at Anderson’s Gas 
and Propane reported a shop-
lifter.
       • A caller on Highway 16 
reported a violation of a pro-
tection order.  
    • A caller on Madison 8280 
and Madison 8615 stated an 
Amazon driver was involved 
in a collision. 
    • A caller on Highway 412 
stated his ex-wife took two of 
his vinyl records. 
    • A caller on Highway 412 
stated her ex-husband was 
outside of her house in his car 
honking his horn. 
March 26
    • A caller on Madison 2405 
stated eight cars were parked 
right off the road and she was 
worried someone would get 
hit. 
    • A caller on Gary Hatfield 
Way advised three males beat 
up a Walmart employee.
    • A caller on Skyline Drive 
reported a gas leak at the ro-
deo grounds. 
March 27
    • A caller on Madison 7615 
reported a stolen vehicle.
    • A caller on Madison 1351 

stated she “heard a very loud 
explosion.”    
• A caller on Madison 8001 
reported a stolen motorcycle.   
 • A caller on Madison 5635 
stated someone poured 
bleach into his car’s gas tank. 
       • A caller on Highway 23 
reported a reckless driver on 
a motorcycle.    
 • A caller on Madison 1965 
reported a domestic distur-
bance.   
• A caller on Highway 23 re-
ported an erratic driver.
    • A caller on Highway 295 
reported an alleged intoxicat-
ed driver.
March 28
    • A caller on Madison 3625 
stated they were burning 
brush.
       • A caller on N. College 
Street reported a medical 
emergency.
    • A caller on 2nd Street ad-
vised three people were chas-
ing him and he had to hide in 
someone’s yard.
March 29
    • A caller on Madison 3345 
reported a medical emergen-
cy.
    • A caller on Phillips Place 

reported a medical emergen-
cy.
    • A caller on Madison 2118 
stated her neighbor’s dogs at-
tacked her car while she was 
driving down the road. 
    • A caller on Highway 412 
stated a hay bale was in the 
road partially blocking a lane. 
    • A caller on Madison 5160 
reported a domestic distur-
bance.
    • A caller on Madison 8662 
stated she could hear people 
yelling and fighting. 
March 30
    • A caller on Madison 6376 
advised his wife swerved to 
avoid hitting a deer but she 
accidentally drove into a tree. 
    • A caller on Madison 6553 
reported seven trespassers.
    • A caller on Madison 1533 
reported a domestic distur-
bance.
    • A caller on Madison 4275 
advised a motorcycle was hit 
by a vehicle. 
    • A caller on Madison 2010 
stated he was walking down 
his road and his neighbor 
ran him off the road with his 
truck. 
       • A caller on Highway 23 

reported a reckless driver.
March 31
    • A caller on Clifty Highway 
stated she was intoxicated 
and needed a ride home. 
      • A caller on Highway 16 
reported a traffic accident. 
    • A caller on Madison 2405 
reported a domestic distur-
bance. 
    • A caller on Highway 412 
advised they saw a toddler 
sitting on a driver’s lap. 
       • A caller on Madison 
7645 stated his neighbor was 
shooting at his cats for being 
on her property so he was go-
ing to shoot at the neighbor’s 
dogs. 
       • A caller on Highway 23 
reported a domestic distur-
bance.
      • A caller on N. College 
Street and Cain Avenue stat-
ed two people were walking 
down the road screaming at 
each other.  
April 1
    • A caller on Highway 412 
advised a vehicle flipped and 
the driver was ejected from 
the vehicle. 

MADISON COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Weekly Incident Reports Feb. 2
• Huntsville police officer 

Zachery Misenhimer was no-
tified about an assault occur-
ring in the Butterball parking 
lot. Misenhimer spoke with 
Aremi Chicasalonzo, who 
stated her boyfriend’s ex-wife 
waited for Chicasalonzo to 
get off work and yelled at and 
slapped Chicasalonzo. There 
was visible red swelling on 
Chicasalonzo’s face. Misen-
himer obtained the address 
of the ex-wife, Reynalda Ol-
iveravivar, and drove to the 
residence to speak with her. 
Oliveravivar told Misenhimer 
she had gone to Butterball to 
talk to her ex-husband about 
money after he had left her 
abruptly and she was having 
trouble paying the bills.  She 
said her ex-husband grabbed 
her shirt and pushed her 
around. Oliveravivar said 
she might have hit either her 
ex-husband or Chicasalonzo. 
No charges were filed.
March 26

• Sgt. Jonathan Taylor and 
Police Chief Todd Thomas 

responded to Walmart in ref-
erence to a shoplifting com-
plaint. Asset Protection al-
lowed Thomas and Taylor to 
view footage of a man, identi-
fied as Austin Jarkion, cover-
ing up items he had not paid 
for with items had scanned. It 
was evident in the video Jarki-
on was attempting to conceal 
the items he had allegedly not 
paid for. The man provided 
Asset Protection a false iden-
tity and gave the same false 
name to Taylor. He then pro-
vided Taylor with his correct 
name and date of birth. Jarki-
on allegedly told Taylor he 
gave a false name because he 
was scared. All items not paid 
for were returned to Walmart. 
Jarkion was charged with theft 
of property and obstructing 
governmental operations.
March 13

• Sgt. Jeremy Frank spoke 
to a man who said he had 
been in a private property ac-
cident at the White Oak Sta-
tion. The driver of the other 
vehicle left the scene without 
providing any information.

HUNTSVILLE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Weekly Incident Reports

No marriages were record-
ed at the Madison County 
Clerk’s Office between  March 
25-March 29, 2024.

The following divorces 
were recorded in the Madison 
County Circuit Court between  

March 25-March 29, 2024.

• Anthony Olles v. Stepha-
nie Music-Olles.

• Kimberly Dillow v. Dale 
Dillow.

• Curtis Galtana Jr. v. Am-
ber Galttana.

Marriages/Divorces

March 26
• Karl Lynn Fuessel, 48, of 

St. Paul, residential burglary, 
terroristic threatening (first 
degree.

• Matthew Scott Grana, 
27, of Hindsville, Madison 
County Sheriff ’s warrant.

• Austin Jarkion, 41, theft 
($1,000 or less), obstructing 
governmental operations.

• Richard Morales San-
chez, 28, of Springdale, 
MCSO warrant.
March 28

• Dakota Shawn Stevens, 
27, of Springdale, two counts 
of domestic battering (third 
degree), criminal mischief 
(first degree).

• Noah Seller, 25, warrant 
from another agency.

March 29
• Jamie Marie Umland, 

31, of Huntsville, drinking in 
public.

April 1
• Pamela Petrina Patrick, 

48, of Elkins, court commit-
ment.

MADISON COUNTY JAIL LOG
Book-Ins from the Previous Week
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Opinion

The path of uncertainty
By the time you read this, the Total Solar Eclipse will 

only be only a few days away on Monday, April 8. As of this 
moment, the forecast for Monday calls for partly cloudy 
conditions and a chance of showers. Who knows how accurate 
this will be come Sunday, but it’s looking like our view of the 
eclipse will be ... dark and cloudy?

Total eclipse merchandising appears to have reached 
its apex. I’ve seen T-shirts, travel mugs and, of course, 
eclipse-viewing shades on sale at virtually every store in 
Huntsville. I haven’t heard of any parking areas in local farms 
that are going for high-dollar amounts, but there probably 
are some. Are Madison County folks positioning themselves 
to make big money charging “eclipse tourists” for parking, 
bathrooms, lodging, etc.? Maybe, but I kind of doubt it. I just 
wonder how disappointed everyone will be if Monday turns 
out rainy?

Emergency planners have been prepping for the worst, 
including communications shortages, food shortages, fuel 
shortages, etc. South of here, along the I-40 corridor, major 
traffic jams are predicted, some of which could send re-routed 
tourists our direction. Or, maybe not. It is useful to remember 
that events such as Y2K came and went without much of a stir. 
(Actually, Y2K came and went unnoticed, after more than two 
years of buildup.) The fact is, we won’t know what’s going to 
happen until the moment the eclipse passes and everyone tries 
getting out of here at once.

As we have reported, Madison County will mostly be in 
the 99-percent  zone, not the path of totality, the center of 
which will most likely be Russellville. Only the far southeast-
ern corner will see the totality. According to greatamerican-
eclipse.com, the time of totality on Monday will be 1:51 p.m. 
Its duration will be 4 minutes and 16 seconds. The width of 
the totality will be 117 miles. The eclipse will enter the North 
American continent in the Mexican state of Sinaloa at 11:10 
a.m. Mountain time and exit at Newfoundland at 5:15 p.m. 
NDT (Newfoundland Time). Things should return to normal 
here by around 3:30 p.m. Let’s hope so.

Withrow Springs State Park is a great place for a walk or 
hike, as I’m discovering. The Dogwood and Forest trails hav-
en’t quite fully blossomed out yet, but it’s still early in spring. 
It’s always a good idea to take an allergy pill (or two) before 
striking out.

The public area at Withrow is undergoing some major 
work. Concrete trucks and other pieces of construction equip-
ment have been set up near the springs. I can’t tell what they’re 
doing, but it looks like they are shoring up the creek beds and 
reconstructing the parking lot, among other things.

If anybody knows what is going on out at Withrow regard-
ing the work, please let me know.

Of even greater interest than the total eclipse, of course, 
is the weather, which changed yet again overnight Monday. 
A line of severe storms allegedly skipped across northern 
Madison County in the early morning hours Tuesday (I say 
“allegedly” because I slept right through them) and brought 
noticeably cooler temperatures by dawn. It was actually cold 
as I walked through opening day of the Farmers Market, 
where the farmers who had gathered to sell their products 
seemed slightly miffed by the light rain and chilly temps.

Ah, well, it’ll be July and 4,000 degrees outside before you 
know it.

The Madison County Record strives to make 
sure the news it reports is fair and accurate. 
We correct all errors of fact. If you see an error, 
reach out to us at office@mcrecordonline.com 
or call us at 479-738-2141.

This week’s poll question:
Are you traveling to see the solar eclipse on Monday, 

April 8 or staying close to home?

• Traveling.

• Staying close to home.

• Unsure/Indifferent.

Vote online at www.mcrecordonline.com.

WEEKLY POLL QUESTION

An exciting event in the 
sky is poised to make 
waves on the ground 

in Arkansas in just a few short 
days.

You may have already heard 
about the upcoming total solar 
eclipse that will cross North 
America on April 8. What you 
may not be following as closely 
is the economic and cultural 
effects this phenomenon is ex-
pected to generate for our state, 
and the preparation underway 
to maximize its impact.

A total solar eclipse oc-
curs when the moon passes 
between the sun and earth, 
completely blocking the face 
of the sun and causing the sky 
to darken as if at dawn or dusk. 
If the weather cooperates, the 
so-called path of totality set 
to blanket communities locat-
ed in the center of the moon’s 
shadow will create a memora-
ble spectacle that leaves little 
daylight visible for several min-
utes in the early afternoon.

Given that our state’s for-
mer nickname was “The Land 
of Opportunity,” it should be 
no surprise we are viewing this 
moment through a bigger lens.

This impending uncom-

mon celestial 
experience has 
kickstarted a 
host of efforts 
to once again 
seize opportu-
nity. Communi-
ties and leaders 
across the public 
and private sec-
tors are prepar-
ing to host visi-
tors to Arkansas 
eager to witness 
this natural sen-
sation.

 The excitement and enthu-
siasm are hard to escape. Even 
in the nation’s capital, I’ve had 
many conversations about the 
eclipse and the work under-
way to help ensure Arkansas 
is ready and able to handle 
the potential influx and any 
ramifications. The proactive 
approach being taken to make 
it as enjoyable, safe and bene-
ficial as possible is something 
we can all take pride and assur-
ance in.

With nearly two-thirds of 
Arkansas expected to be in 
the path of totality, Governor 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders has 
mobilized state agencies and 

officials to plan 
for the oppor-
tunities and 
complications 
ahead. The state 
D e p a r t m e n t 
of Transporta-
tion, Division 
of Emergency 
Management, 
tourism, edu-
cation, health 
care and law 
e n forc e m e nt 
organizations 

have all made preparations to 
account for potential disrup-
tions or emergencies and exe-
cute best practices for an event 
such as this.

To be sure, there will be a 
variety of formats for Arkan-
sans and our captive audience 
to choose from to behold the 
eclipse and the fanfare sur-
rounding it.

Almost all of the Buffa-
lo National River is inside 
the path of totality, and Hot 
Springs National Park is one 
of only two national parks lo-
cated within this zone while 
several of our state parks are 
situated in areas with total or 
partial visibility. There will also 

be events in urban areas for on-
lookers to gather together and 
take in the scene. Newfound 
guests and residents alike will 
have their choice of how to en-
joy not only the few minutes of 
mid-day darkness, but many 
other outstanding amenities, 
attractions and experiences 
available in Arkansas all year.

Our real goal in promoting 
and celebrating the total solar 
eclipse is actually for The Nat-
ural State to shine through as 
a premiere destination for all 
sorts of indoor and outdoor 
fun.

Like many Arkansans, I’m 
anxious to be on the ground in 
a community along the path of 
totality and soak up this rare, 
awe-filled moment. I’m equal-
ly excited for the all the hard 
work by countless individuals 
helping showcase our state to 
pay dividends on the big day 
and for months and years to 
come.

So, have your special glasses 
handy and make your plan to 
get the most out of The Great 
American Eclipse that, for a 
few minutes, will give any Ar-
kansas sunrise or sunset a run 
for its money.

Opportunity knocks during eclipse

By John Boozman
United States

Senator

Several state agencies are 
preparing for increased 
traffic from out-of-state 

tourists who will drive to Ar-
kansas on Monday, April 8, to 
view the solar eclipse.

They’re planning for traffic 
disruptions even in parts of the 
state that will not experience 
the full effect of the eclipse.

For example, southeast 
Arkansas is not in the path of 
totality but highway officials 
expect the impact on traffic to 
be “significant” on Highways 
65, 165, 82 and 425 because so 
many visitors will be headed to 
Pine Bluff, Little Rock and lo-
cations along the path of totali-
ty in central Arkansas.

Likewise, in the extreme 
corner of northwest Arkansas 
there will be significant im-
pacts on traffic on Highways 
412, 59, 62 and the Pig Trail, 
Highway 23.

Highway 65 from the Mis-
souri border to Conway will 
have “very high” traffic levels, 
according to a Transportation 
Department analysis. So will 
Interstate 49 from Fayetteville 
to Alma, and Interstate 40 from 
Alma to Little Rock.

All the major highways in 
central, northeast and south-

west Arkansas 
will have at 
least a “signif-
icant” amount 
of higher traffic 
volumes.

Along In-
terstate 40 
from Alma to 
Mulberry there 
will be “ex-
treme traffic” 
increases. Also, 
along Highway 
65 from Con-
way to Green-
briar will see 
“extreme traffic” increases.

The Transportation De-
partment has an 18-page plan-
ning document on its website 
that includes a highway map. 
Highways are color-coded to 
indicate the expected level of 
disruption.

On roads with even a “sig-
nificant” impact, which is the 
lowest level, motorists can ex-
pect the volume of traffic to 
meet or modestly exceed ca-
pacity. That’s tolerable unless a 
wreck or other type of incident 
occurs, then conditions quickly 
worsen. Local authorities may 
get overwhelmed because they 
will bear the brunt of main-

taining traffic 
flows, because 
state resources 
will be priori-
tized in routes 
where traffic is 
very high or ex-
treme.

A l o n g 
routes with 
“very high” vol-
umes traffic will 
be well above 
exceed capac-
ity for several 
hours, so any 
wreck or inci-

dent will quickly make condi-
tions much worse. Roads with 
“extreme” traffic increases will 
be bottlenecks that may require 
authorities to detour traffic.

The Transportation De-
partment is working with the 
Arkansas Truckers Associa-
tion to encourage 18-wheelers 
and oversize loads to stay off 
the highways before, during 
and after the eclipse. However, 
staying off the roads will be a 
voluntary decision and there 
will be no penalties for truckers 
who operate during the eclipse.

The Department will en-
courage contractors to lim-
it lane closings from April 5 

through April 9.
Based on data collected 

during past eclipses, the De-
partment anticipates that 80 
percent of visitors will leave 
immediately after the eclipse 
passes over. This further strains 
the smooth flow of traffic.

The eclipse will create a 
shadow almost 118 miles wide 
that will enter southwest Ar-
kansas, near DeQueen, at 1:46 
p.m. on Monday, April 8. The 
center of the shadow will leave 
Arkansas about 2 p.m. in the 
northeast corner, near Poca-
hontas.

If you are in the central por-
tion of its path, the eclipse will 
cause darkness for about four 
minutes. Remember, it’s not 
safe to look directly at the sun 
without special eye protection.

Transportation officials 
and the police are preparing 
for as many as 1.5 million out-
of-state visitors to drive into 
Arkansas. In addition, about 
500,000 Arkansas residents are 
expected to drive toward the 
path of totality from the north-
west corner and from south-
east Arkansas, which are not in 
the path of the eclipse.

By Bryan King
State Senator

Expecting a ‘significant’ impact from eclipse

Tax dollars should fund 
school improvements

	 Dear Editor, 

As a previous employee 
of 14 years of the Huntsville 
School District, married to 
a wife with 17 years as an 
employee of the Huntsville 
School District, who both 
left of their own accord, I 
have wrestled with myself 
over writing this letter. May 
I say that it is not because of 
what the district was or what 
it stood for when we both 
started there, but what it has 
become.

I have been wondering if 
the article in Feb. 29th’s issue 
of the Madison County Re-
cord regarding the improved 
seating for the Activity Cen-
ter struck anyone odd besides 
me. My question is, why is it 
that a taxpayer, one of sev-
eral thousand in this coun-
ty who pay property taxes, 
of which 70% of goes to the 
school district, should have 
to step up and donate $20,000 
of his hard-earned money in 
order to get our district to 
install the better seating that 
was promised by the district 
when the Activity Center was 
voted on to begin with? Espe-
cially when Huntsville School 
District is sitting on a $3.5 

million building fund that is 
funded with your tax dollars.

Secondly, if anyone is curi-
ous as to why the District has 
lost so many classified em-
ployees in the past few years, 
and why they continue to do 
so, it is because they refuse 
to give them a decent raise. 
Only one 3% percent raise in 
the past 15 years, other than 
yearly steps of $295.00/year, 
even though we are the fastest 
growing county in the state of 
Arkansas which means more 
people, more kids, and more 
money for the school district 
every year. Not to mention 
the state of Arkansas rec-
ommended a 3% raise for all 
classified staff on a yearly ba-

sis every year since 2003.
It is no wonder the public 

opinion of Huntsville School 
District is so low when this 
is the way they choose to do 
business. Not to mention the 
declining test scores for the 
past 10 years.

There are many great peo-
ple who work for our school 
district, both certified and 
classified, and this is in no 
way a reflection upon them. 
Only upon the Administra-
tion and the board that con-
tinues to allow these actions 
and policies to happen.

- Neal Sliger
Witter



KINGSTON NEWS
By Claudette Emitt Walker

Kingston Kindergarten 
Registration April 12-
Call for an appoint-

ment 479-665-2835.
School of choice is open 

now. Contact your school for 
information. Deadline May 1. 

Mark your calendars: 
Kingston students will have 
the day off on April 8th. 

Mark your calendars: 
State testing (ATLAS) Kings-
ton High School April 16-19 
and  Elementary April 23 and 
April 25.

Be sure  you are following 
the Kingston school Face-
book page to get current in-
formation and see what the 
kids are accomplishing. 

The community food box 
is located in front of the old 
Cobbs Building (Lisa’s Little 
Market) next to the post of-
fice. If you would like to do-
nate more than a few items 
let Ms. Lisa know. We are not 
able to take clothing at this 
time. However, diapers, toilet 
paper and hygiene products 
are welcomed and appreciat-
ed.

Kingston Community 
Library Hours:

Mondays 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 

Fridays 2 p.m.-6 p.m.
Saturdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Book Club has been 

moved to the third Thursday 
of each month. 

Stop by the library and get 
information for the Summer 
Reading Program. 

Cabin owners and book 
collectors: Are you looking 
for books for your guests or 
home library? The Kingston 
Community Library Annex 
has an ongoing book sale 
with a large selection of books 
available for kids to adults. 
All book sale donations di-
rectly support our communi-
ty library. Come see us!

Gentle Yoga Monday at 
8:30 a.m. and adult coloring 
the first and third Mondays 
at 1 p.m. The knit and crochet 
meet every Tuesday at 6 p.m.  
Tai Chi meets each Thursday 
at 9 a.m., Children’s Story 

Hour at 3 p.m.  and Friends 
of the Library meet at 6 p.m. 
All of these activities meet in 
the Library Annex building 
(old feed store) except the 
Children’s Story Hour.  All are 
invited to participate in these 
events as well as the open mic 
night “Coffee House,” Adult 
Game Night, Adult Book 
Club via ZOOM, and Bingo 
with Pot Luck Supper.

Please let me know when 
you have upcoming events 
and we will get the word out 
for you. 

Upcoming Events:

April 7 at 6 p.m.: Fifth Sun-
day Sing at the First Southern 
Baptist Church in Kingston 

Track

April 9: Jr. High District at 
Harrison at 3:30 p.m.

April 11: Sr. High at Harri-
son at 3:30 p.m.

Kingston PeeWee 
Basketball 

April 4: Kingston will host 
Alpena at 5:30 p.m.

April 8: April 12: 5th grade 
Tournament at Deer TBA

Softball

April 5 at Jasper vs Green 
Forest at 4 p.m.

April 13 Pirate Classic 
TBA

Baseball

April 5 at Jasper Deer 
(DH) at 4 p.m.

April 9 Alpena at 4 p.m.
April 13 Pirate Classic 

TBA

If you have any news that 
you would like to turn in the 
paper you can email me at 
emittwalkerclaudette523@
gmail.com or message me on 
Facebook. Please have your 
news to me no later than Sun-
day. 

“Attitude is a choice. Hap-
piness is a choice. Optimism is 
a choice. Kindness is a choice. 
Giving is a choice. Respect 
is a choice. Whatever choice 
you make makes you. Choose 
wisely.” - Roy T. Bennett

“Instead of worrying about 
what you cannot control, shift 
your energy to what you can 
create.” - Roy T. Bennett
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Elkins Senior Center
• UPCOMING ACTIVITIES AND MENU

Local Columns

The Elkins Senior Center 
will be open from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. It is continuing to 
provide Meals on Wheels 
services, with an open dining 
room.

Meals on Wheels clients 
now receive a hot meal Mon-
day through Friday and two 
frozen meals on the week-
ends.

Meals are for individuals 
60 years of age and older, but 
can be produced for residents 
younger. Residents young-
er than 60 years of age will 
be charged $6.70 per meal. 
Those 60 years of age or older 
are free if needed. If you’d like 
to pay, a suggested donation 
is $4 per meal.

Elkins Senior Activity and 
Wellness Center is located at 

149 W. 1st St. in Elkins.

Menu is as follows: 

Thursday, April 4: Tuna 
salad sandwich, potato chips, 
pea salad, fruit salad. 

Friday, April 5: Meat-
loaf, mashed potatoes, green 
beans, roll, Jell-O.    

Monday, April 8: Oven 
fried chicken, potato wedges, 
corn, bread, pudding. 

Tuesday, April 9: Ham-
burger steak, mashed pota-
toes, cabbage, roll, apple.

Wednesday, April 10: BBQ 
pulled pork, brown beans, 
coleslaw, mandarin oranges.

Thursday, April 11: Beef 
pot roast, boiled potatoes, 
carrots and celery, bread, 
brownie. 

Friday, April 12: Sweet 
and sour pork, rice, brussel 
sprouts, roll, fruit.

Dear Readers:  

McCall’s #8325 is a Level 3 “Learn-to-
Sew” top pattern.  There are three views. 
Sizes include XS (4-6) through XXL (24-
26).

The sewing skills that McCall’s top 
pattern suggests are making pintucks 
and using purchased bias tape to create 
elastic casings for sleeves.

Pintucks are beautiful and add a very 
professional look to a garment.  Each 
of the three views has these tucks at the 
front shoulder line.  Each has a rounded 

neckline that closes at the center back slit 
with a hook and eye.

View A, as shown on the model, is 
sleeveless but has lovely ruffles at the arm 
holes.  View B has short straight sleeves.  
View C has short puff sleeves with ruf-
fles at the hemline which are created by 
elastic casings.  View C also has a bottom 
hemline ruffle.

Suggested fabrics for the tops are 
cotton blends, challis, dotted Swiss, and 
lawn.

Take care and happy sewing. 

Did you know that 
Carroll and Madison 
County Library Sys-

tem now has more digital plat-
forms to enjoy? You can have 
access to thousands of titles 
FREE with your library card. 
Ebooks, audio books, maga-
zines, comics, movies, TV se-
ries and craft workshops and 
much more. Come in and get 
access today! 

Be prepared for the up-
coming solar eclipse on April 
8th. Eclipse glasses are avail-
able at our front desk for free! 
Get them while supplies last. 

Camp Harvest meals will 
be served Monday - Thursday 
at 3 p.m. to people 18 years 
and younger.

Sign-Up for the Summer 
Reading Program that starts 
May 1! 18 years and younger 
are welcome to sign-up. Read 
books and earn prizes! This 
year’s theme is “Adventure 
begins at your library.” Keep 
an eye on our Facebook and 
calendar for future programs 
coming this summer! 

Our upcoming events for 
the month of April include:

*Toddler Time every Tues-
day at 11 a.m. Enjoy a story, 

craft/activity, and snack. 
* Sewing Circle: Thursday, 

April 4, at 10 a.m. Bring your 
own supplies including sewing 
machine if needed and share 
some fun ideas while finishing 
up your projects or starting a 
new one with other sewing 
crafters.  Quilting, piece work-
ing, needle work and all types 
of sewing are going on at this 
monthly meeting. For 16 years 
and older.

* Fresh off the Hook cro-
chet class: Friday, April 12, 
from 3 p.m. – 4 p.m. Yarn and 
hooks will be provided for be-
ginners. Bring your current 
projects and any questions 
you may have to improve your 
skills. All skill levels are wel-
come. Class will be led by Sa-
mantha Freeman. For 16 years 
and older

*Drop-In for Petting Zoo: 
Saturday, April 13, from 10 
a.m.-noon. Hosted by the 
Madison County 4-H. 

*Drop-in for LEGO Build-
ers: Thursday, April 18, from 
2 p.m. – 4 p.m. We will have 
the smaller LEGO bricks for 
ages 6 years and up and larger 
bricks for ages 2-5.

MADISON COUNTY
LIBRARY NEWS

By Angela Porterfield

Excitement about the so-
lar eclipse on April 8 is 
growing, and our area 

is expecting visitors from oth-
er parts of Arkansas as well 
as surrounding states. We are 
still giving away high-quali-
ty eclipse glasses that will let 
you watch the eclipse safely. 
Please note that the library 
will be closed on April 8, so 
make sure to get your eclipse 
viewers by Saturday, April 6.

Sign-up for a series of 
free classes on digital devices 
will start next week. During 
the months of April and 
May, community members 
can learn how to use smart-
phones, tablets, email, and the 
Internet, create documents in 
Microsoft Word, and find out 
about digital services offered 
by the library. Classes will 
take place on Thursday after-
noons. Come by the library or 
check out our Facebook and 
web pages for more informa-
tion.

Most people use our li-
brary to get books and DVDs. 
But we offer other useful 
items, too: we have games 
for children and grown-ups, 

mobile hotspots, two portable 
DVD players, and even a tele-
scope. All can be checked out 
at no cost.

We also have a Little Free 
Library and a Little Free 
Pantry on the library porch 
and welcome donations of 
food and personal items to 
help community members in 
need. Many thanks to every-
one who has been donating!

Everyone is welcome at 
the St. Paul library. Come 
in and use our computers, 
read, study, or work on a 
jigsaw puzzle. We are happy 
to print, copy, scan, and fax 
your documents for you. We 
even offer notary services. Li-
brary hours are Monday 10-
2, Tuesday and Wednesday 
9-2, Thursday 10-6, Friday 
9-5, and Saturday 12-5. Free 
Wi-Fi is always available in 
and around the library (pass-
word: stpaullibrary). And 
if you can’t visit during our 
opening hours, you may pick 
up your reserved items from 
a secure locker on the porch, 
just call 677-2907 or email li-
brary72760@gmail.com.

ST. PAUL
LIBRARY NEWS

By Sabine Schmidt

Madison County
Senior Center
• UPCOMING ACTIVITIES AND MENU

The Madison County Se-
nior Activity and Wellness 
Center, located at 903 N. Col-
lege St., in Huntsville, has an-
nounced its lunch menu for 
the upcoming week. 

Suggested donation of $4 
for over 60 years old, $6 for 
anybody under. Lunch in the 
dining room will be served 
from 11:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. To-
go meals will still be available 
for $6.00. Breakfast is served 
at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesdays.

The center will be hosting 
dances every 2nd and 4th Sat-
urday 7 p.m. to 10 p.m., $5 
adults, everyone welcome. 

Menu is as follows:   

Thursday, April 4: French 
dip sandwich, pasta salad, po-
tato chips, cinnamon apples.

Friday, April 5: General 
Tso’s chicken, vegetable fried 
rice, eggroll, mandarin or-
anges.

Monday, April 8: Pork 
chop, sweet potatoes, brussel 
sprouts, roll, fruit.

Tuesday, April 9: Bread-
ed cod, fried potatoes, pinto 
beans, cornbread, cake.

Wednesday, April 10: 
Pulled pork, baked beans, 
coleslaw, fruit crisp.

Thursday, April 11: Beef 
stroganoff, broccoli and car-
rots, garlic bread, cookie.

Friday, April 12: Chicken 
quesadilla, salsa, corn and 
black beans, fruited Jell-O.
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sorts,” Wes said. “About two 
years ago, we had the dream 
of Summit.”

That dream came about 
because the family had taken 
up rock climbing in response 
to the pandemic. “That was 
around the time Covid hit,” 
May said. Rock climbing 
“helped strengthen our kids, 
helped us solve problems and 
persevere in so many ways 
that could benefit this com-
munity. We wanted to open 
the door for others to experi-
ence it.”

One of their goals is to 
purchase the First National 
Bank Building on the Hunts-
ville Square and transform it 
into their rock climbing gym 
and also use it to host events 
and after-school programs. 
Those programs would be 
held on the third floor of the 
building, May said.

However, rock climbing is 
an expensive hobby. “It’s very 
expensive, especially in a low-
er-income community like 
ours,” May said. “Nobody’s 
really making it accessible in 
rural areas. You need a pop-
ulation of 100,000 to attract 
one of the rock climbing fran-
chises. But that’s what makes 
us unique, there’s nothing 
here to compete with this in-
dustry. We wanted to bring it 
in here in a way that benefits 
the most people, so we decid-
ed to do it as a nonprofit.”

Wes and Natasha came 
up with the idea of a low-
cost rock climbing gymna-
sium that “meets families 
where they are. We don’t 
want to turn anyone away.” 
The business model they de-

vised would allow a family 
that couldn’t afford to pay a 
monthly membership, “to do 
four hours of community ser-
vice a month to cover it,” Wes 
said. “The reality is the gym 
will create enough revenue to 
support an outdoor adventure 
after-school program for K-5.”

May said the adventure 
program would offer “a place 
for kids to come hang out, 
have help with their home-
work, and encourage the kids 
to move forward with their 
education. It’s really a band-
aid for a bleeding artery. 
There are so many families 
where the parents are work-
ing and don’t have a place for 
their kids to go after school, 
one that’s safe and the kids ar-
en’t getting into trouble.”

They envision a “full 
K-12th program,” and grades 
7-12 “is going to be an outdoor 
adventure program,” Wes said. 
“It will be merit-based. We 
want students to learn the im-
portance of setting goals and 
push forward. As soon as we 
see progress toward that goal, 
that’s a merit. They can partic-
ipate in an outdoors adven-
ture.”

May said a different type 
of adventure would be offered 
each semester — “backpack-
ing, kayaking, anything the 
Ozarks have to offer.” He said 
the program would offer stu-
dents “the opportunity to do 
things they would not other-

wise have.”
He said Huntsville Summit 

is still waiting on its 501(c)3 
status and currently operates 
under the umbrella of the 
Madison County Health Co-
alition. It is also in the early 
stages of its fundraising. “We 
are talking to organizations, 
foundations and people this 
would spark an interest in,” 
May said. “What’s been help-
ful is to see the community 
buy-in. It’s going to be worth 
their time and interest. We 
have a board and we’ve been 
going at this a full year and a 
half pursuing it.”

He said the overall project 
has three phases, which in-
clude the rock climbing gym, 
which will offer a smooth-
ie bar and gear store. Phase 
three would “completely es-
tablish the outdoor adventure 
program.” He said that once 
the operation becomes “fully 
profitable,” he wants to ex-
pand further to offer “some-
thing like a full-size commu-
nity center. We would like it 
to be something like the Jones 
Center, but we have a different 
niche and it has to fit the cul-
ture.”

May said the purchase of 
the First National Bank build-
ing will be around $500,000, 
with an additional $500,000 
investment necessary to make 
repairs and build the rock 
wall, with a third phase to 
hire staffing and buy gear. “It’s 
doable, especially with the or-
ganizations we are talking to,” 
May said. “The model we have 
right now will be sustainable. 
The model isn’t describing the 
full potential.”

For more information on 
Stars Go Dim and The Band 
Table, visit huntsvillesummit.
org.

n      Summit 
Continued from Page 1A

“What’s been 
helpful is to see the 
community buy-in. It’s 
going to be worth their 
time and interest.”

— Wes May
Huntsville Summit

tion at Phillips and Polk, “at 
the corner of the football 
field,” Phillips said, noting the 
overlay of wintry weather was 
also responsible for some of 
the damage. 

The city also did some re-

pair work in the Cedar Bluff 
subdivision on Monday. Phil-
lips said the city will do some 
more repairs this summer 
“with the asphalt recycler 
that we have, smaller patch-
es on smaller potholes where 
there’s really high traffic.”

Pavecon based in Cave 
Springs supplied the asphalt 
for the city’s work. “We saved 

money by doing the prep 
work” before the asphalt was 
put down, Phillips said. City 
employees scraped up the 
damaged sections, among 
other things. “Every little bit 
helps on that. It definitely 
helps when you do the initial 
part,” he said, noting the de-
partment expects to get busi-
er as spring advances.

n      Streets 
Continued from Page 1A

By Dan Marsh
Record Editor

A Fayetteville man died on 
Monday, April 1, in a one-ve-
hicle accident on Highway 
412 near Lake Hindsville.

According to a report from 
the Arkansas Department of 
Public Safety, Jayzek Michael 
Simmerman, 22, died when 
his 2008 Toyota, which was 
traveling west on 412, left the 
roadway into the left median 

and flipped several times.
The driver was ejected 

from the vehicle.
Arkansas State Trooper 

Harley A. Hopper investigat-
ed. Weather conditions were 
cloudy and the road was dry.

Man dies in 1-vehicle rollover

By Antoinette  
Grajeda

https://arkansasadvocate.
com 

A private, Christian school 
in Fort Smith is adding a grade 
because of increased interest 
in Arkansas’ school voucher 
program, Gov. Sarah Hucka-
bee Sanders said Monday.

Applications opened Mon-
day for new students, schools 
and service providers enroll-
ing in the Educational Free-
dom Account program, which 
is expanding eligibility criteria 
and enrollment limits in its 
second year.

A provision of the LEARNS 
Act, the EFA program pro-
vides state funds for allowable 
education expenses, including 
private school tuition. 

The program is being 
phased in over three years, at 
which time it will be available 
to all Arkansas students. First-
year participation was open 
to students enrolled in an 
“F”-rated school or school in 
need of Level 5 support, first-
time kindergarteners, children 
of active duty military, foster 
children and students with 
disabilities or who are experi-
encing homelessness.

In the 2024-25 academ-
ic year, eligibility expands to 
include students at “D”-rated 
schools and children of veter-
ans, military reservists or first 
responders. 

Sanders discussed the pro-
gram’s expansion during an 
event Monday at Fort Smith’s 
Harvest Time Academy, a pri-
vate, Christian school with a 
mission “to equip students to 
know God, achieve academic 
excellence, discover their pur-
pose, and make a difference,” 
according to the school’s web-
site.

Sanders said Harvest Time 
will add sixth grade next year 
due to the success of the EFA 
program among military fam-
ilies.

The Fort Smith region is 
home to Fort Chaffee, which 
once served as a camp for army 
training, prisoners of war and 
refugees, and Ebbing National 
Guard Base, which houses the 
Arkansas Air National Guard’s 

188th Wing. The base has also 
been selected as the future 
site of a foreign military pilot 
training center for the U.S. Air 
Force.

Principal Twyla Lambe 
said Harvest Time has seen 
a “surge of enrollment and 
interest” and will open more 
classrooms across various 
grade levels “in response to 
the overwhelming demand.” 

Prior to the LEARNS Act’s 
passage, Lambe said many 
families who toured the 
school did not enroll because 
of the financial barrier.

“This legislation not only 
empowers families to choose 
the educational path that res-
onates with them, but also 
provides much needed relief 
to those who have previously 
sacrificed and stretched their 
budgets to afford private edu-
cation,” she said.  

Tuition at Harvest Time 
is $7,000 for kindergarten 
through 6th grade students, 
according to its website. Tu-
ition for the 2023-2024 ac-
ademic year was $6,300 for 
kindergarteners and $6,700 
1st-5th grade students, ac-
cording to an Advocate analy-
sis of EFA school tuitions. 

The $7,000 tuition slight-
ly exceeds the $6,993 in state 
funding that will be available 
for EFA participants in the 
2024-2025 academic year. 
Dustin Wood, director of 
school choice and parental 
empowerment for the Arkan-
sas Department of Education, 
said unused EFA funds from 
the program’s inaugural year 
will be returned to the state, 
but funds will be rolled over in 
future years.

Wood discussed details of 
the program last week during 
an EFA webinar hosted by The 
Reform Alliance, a Little-Rock 
nonprofit that promotes “edu-
cational choice options.”

As the funding increases 
in the second year of the EFA 
program, so too will the num-
ber of students who can par-
ticipate. The enrollment cap 
will double from 1.5% to 3% 
of the state’s total public school 
enrollment, from roughly 
7,000 to 14,000, Wood said.

New applicants who meet 

all requirements will be pre-
liminarily approved upon re-
view and final approval can 
be expected in June because 
of procedural steps that will 
delay final action until the 
summer. Wood said the edu-
cation department is finalizing 
which third-party vendor it 
will use to distribute quarterly 
EFA payments to schools. The 
department used Class Wallet 
last year.

Education department 
spokeswoman Kimberly 
Mundell said the contract will 
go to the Legislature for re-
view in April or May.

The department also needs 
to receive approval on the fi-
nal rules governing the EFA 
program. Wood said follow-
ing a 30-day public comment 
period, a final draft will be 
presented to the State Board of 
Education and lawmakers for 
final approval. Mundell said 
that will be in May or June.

While applications for new 
participants opened Monday, 
renewals for current partici-
pants began in March. In the 
program’s first year, 5,407 stu-
dent applications were funded 
and 102 private schools were 
approved as participants, ac-
cording to the state education 
department.

At Monday’s event, Educa-
tion Secretary Jacob Oliva said 
every school in the program’s 
first year plans to continue 
participating and the depart-
ment has spoken with more 
than a half dozen new schools 
that intend to enroll for the 
first time. 

According to documents 
obtained Friday through Ar-
kansas’ open records law, 33 
schools had submitted re-
newal applications. Seven 
new private schools also ap-
plied: Grace Christian School, 
Garrett Memorial Chris-
tian School, South Arkansas 
Christian School, The New 
School, Pottsville Assembly 
of God Christian Academy, 
Ridgefield Christian School 
and Conway Christian School. 

Mundell said Monday that 
4,010 students have renewed 
so far and eight new schools 
have applied.

Governor marks start of year 
two for voucher applications
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city felt strongly” that one 
was needed, Dotson said. 
“The city council voted a year 
and a half ago to suspend [the 
city’s 1-cent tax] to allow this 
new tax for the jail to go into 
effect.”

He said Stephens recom-
mended the city extend the 

tax to 2030 not long after he 
took office as mayor “and that 
would add $7 million to the 
coffers of the city.” Howev-
er, he said the city’s tax will 
be allowed to expire and the 
council “has not discussed” 
extending it.

“Right now, and for the 
very foreseeable future, it’s 
not something that will be 
brought up,” Dotson said. The 
city is “doing good right now, 

our sales tax revenue has seen 
record highs, and the tax base 
has grown. It’s more diverse 
in the fact that the city has 
seen a 26.4% growth in pop-
ulation.”

Earlier this year, the city 
council learned the city had 
grown by that amount since 
the 2020 Census, increasing 
the number of residents with-
in the city limits from 2,879 
to 3,663.

Photo by Dan Marsh, Record Editor
The new Madison County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Facility is under con-
struction on HIghway 412B East.

n      Tax 
Continued from Page 1A

Stakeholders will be able to 
challenge data provided by 
the map but must submit evi-
dence of the inaccuracies.

Howie told Shinn and 
Born that for the first time 
“ordinary citizens” will be 
able to challenge the accura-
cy of the map. This input is 
needed, but the county can 
only have “official” challeng-
ers such as city council mem-
bers or justices of the peace.

He said the county needs 
to decide on who those chal-
lengers will be before April 18 
in order to have a say in the 
final map.

He said there are 9,738 
houses, businesses and “an-
chor locations” in Madison 

County and 47 grant-eligible 
locations. There are approx-
imately 1,200 households in 
Madison County that have 
an affordability issue with in-
ternet access, and 1,300 resi-
dents, aged 18-64, who may 
lack basic digital skills.

He said the goal of the 
Arkansas State Broadband 
Office is to ensure all Arkan-
sans have access to affordable, 
high-speed internet service 
by 2030, as well as the op-
portunity to enroll in basic 
computer skills training and 
a  computer, tablet or mobile 
device.

He said challengers “have 
an opportunity to challenge 
the accuracy of the new state 
broadband map — prior to 
the broadband infrastructure 
grant application process.” 
Howie said this means cor-

rections can be made to the 
map “before we go out and 
award grants.”

Map inaccuracies can in-
clude availability, speed, and 
technology.

Only units of local govern-
ment, nonprofits and broad-
band providers can challenge 
the map. The ongoing chal-
lenge phase will last 30 days, 
followed by a 30-day rebuttal 
period beginning April 19. 
The process should be com-
pleted by June, Howie said.

The county needs to so-
lidify its broadband commit-
tee by April 18 and execute 
its challenge process, Howie 
said. Visit the Arkansas State 
Broadband Office at broad-
band.arkansas.gov or send 
email to broadband@arkan-
sas.gov@ARConnectASBO.

n      Map 
Continued from Page 1A

Photo by Dan Marsh, Record Editor
This map shows all broadband serviceable locations within Arkansas colored 
by performance rank. Visit broadband.arkansas.gov. and click on a location to 
view more details.

PET OF THE WEEK: Aug-
gie is around 6 months 
old and 25 pounds; he 
won’t get too much big-
ger. He is a busy pup 
who loves to meet new 
people! We hope you 
come on in and meet 
him! We are open Tues-
day- Saturday 10 a.m.-3 
p.m.
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The following violations 
were found at local business-
es by the Arkansas Depart-
ment of Health during the 
month of March:

Walmart Deli/Bakery

No violations reported. 

Miss Anita’s Coffee Shoppe

No violations reported. 

Sonic Drive-In

No violations reported. 

McDonald’s

No violations reported. 
 

Walmart Gas Station

•  Observation: Handwash 
sink did not have paper tow-
els available. Corrective Ac-
tion: Provide a supply of indi-
vidual disposable towels or a 
continuous towel system that 
supplies the user with a clean 
towel or a heated-air drying 
device at each handwashing 
sink in food preparation, toi-
let and warewashing areas.  

Walmart Food Store

•  Observation: Cream cheese 
was observed on shelf after 
expiration date. Corrective 
Action: food shall be safe, 
unadulterated, and honestly 
presented.  
•  Observation: Canned good 
items were observed with 
dents affecting the seal. Cor-
rective Action: food packages 
shall be in good condition 
and protect the integrity of 
the contents so that the food 
is not exposed to adulteration 
or potential contaminants.

Harp’s Food Store

•  Observation: Baby food 
items were observed past 
the best-by-date. Corrective 
Action: food shall be safe, 
unadulterated, and honestly 
presented.   
•  Observation: Canned 
goods were observed with 
dents affecting the seals. Cor-
rective Action: food packages 
shall be in good condition 

and protect the integrity of 
the contents so that the food 
is not exposed to adulteration 
or potential contaminants. 

Harp’s Deli/Bakery

•  Observation: Boneless 
chicken wings in hot hold 
were observed at 113F & 
107F (items were discard-
ed). Traditional wings in hot 
hold were observed at 123F & 
127F (items were discarded). 
Corn dogs in hot hold were 
observed at 130F (items were 
reheated to 165F). Crispitos 
in hot hold were observed at 
130F (items were reheated 
to 165F). Corrective Action: 
Time/Temperature Control 
for Safety (TCS) Foods shall 
be kept hot at a temperature 
of 135.0°F or above, as mea-
sured by an internal probe 
thermometer, to limit bacte-
rial growth. 

Ma and Pa Bent and Dent

•  Observation: Medications 
were observed for sale past 
the expiration date. Correc-
tive Action: food shall be safe, 
unadulterated, and honestly 
presented. Corrected on site. 
Items were removed from 
sale.  

Huntsville Pantry

•  Observation: Some deli 
meats sliced on site were 
observed lacking date mark-
ings. Corrective Action: Food 
prepared and held for more 
than 24 hours shall be clearly 
marked to indicate the date 
or day by which the food shall 
be consumed on the premis-
es, sold or discarded for a 
maximum of 7 days.  

That Little Pizza Place

•  Observation: Cutting 
boards were observed with 
food debris on surface with 
no sanitizing between tasks. 
Corrective Action: equip-
ment food-contact surfaces 
and utensils shall be clean to 
sight and touch. 

Fuel Zone

•  Observation: Medica-

tions were observed past the 
expiration date (09/2023, 
08/2023, 11/2022, 05/2022, 
11/2023). Corrective Action: 
food shall be safe, unadulter-
ated, and honestly presented. 
Corrected on site. Items re-
moved from sale. 
•  Observation: Popcorn 
chicken (113F) and fried 
green beans (122F) were ob-
served out of temperature in 
kitchen hot-hold unit. Cor-
rective Action: Time/Tem-
perature Control for Safety 
(TCS) Foods shall be kept hot 
at a temperature of 135.0°F 
or above, as measured by an 
internal probe thermome-
ter, to limit bacterial growth. 
Corrected on site. Items were 
reheated to 165F. 
•  Observation: Food items 
in the walk-in cooler were 
observed with date markings 
past 7 days. Corrective Ac-
tion: Food prepared and held 
for more than 24 hours shall 
be clearly marked to indicate 
the date or day by which the 
food shall be consumed on 
the premises, sold or discard-
ed for a maximum of 7 days. 
Corrected on site. Items were 
discarded. 

On The Way

•  Observation: Several ex-
pired medications pulled 
from shelf. Corrective Ac-
tion: food shall be safe, un-
adulterated, and honestly 
presented. Corrected on site. 
Items removed from sale.  
•  Observation: Facility does 
not have anyone employed 
with the required food safety 
training. Corrective Action: 
At least one employee that has 
supervisory and management 
responsibility and the author-
ity to direct and control food 
preparation and service shall 
be a certified food protection 
manager who has shown pro-
ficiency of required informa-
tion through passing a test 
that is part of an accredited 
program. 
•  Observation: Unpackaged 
food items observed being 
stored directly on food con-
tact surface that had inorgan-
ic build-up. Corrective Ac-
tion: Food shall only contact 
surfaces of equipment and 

utensils that are cleaned and 
sanitized or single service/use 
articles. 

Chana’s Corner

•  Observation: Beef jerky 
and chip items were observed 
on shelf past the expiration 
date. Corrective Action: food 
shall be safe, unadulterated, 
and honestly presented. Cor-
rected on site. Items were re-
moved from sale.
•  Observation: Popcorn 
chicken in hot hold was ob-
served at 125F, okra in hot 
hold was observed at 121F, 
potato wedges were observed 
at 118F. Corrective Action: 

Time/Temperature Control 
for Safety (TCS) Foods shall 
be kept hot at a temperature 
of 135.0°F or above, as mea-
sured by an internal probe 
thermometer, to limit bac-
terial growth. Corrected on 
site. Food was reheated to 
165F.
•  Observation: Lunch meat in 
walk-in cooler and sandwich 
cold hold unit observed with-
out date markings. Corrective 
Action: Food prepared and 
held for more than 24 hours 
shall be clearly marked to 
indicate the date or day by 
which the food shall be con-
sumed on the premises, sold 
or discarded for a maximum 

of 7 days. Corrected on site.
•  Observation: No hand soap 
at the back handwash sink. 
Corrective Action: Provide 
an adequate supply of hand 
cleanser (liquid, powder or 
bar) at each handwashing 
sink.
•  Observation: No paper 
towels observed at back 
handwash sink. Corrective 
Action: Provide a supply of 
individual disposable towels 
or a continuous towel system 
that supplies the user with a 
clean towel or a heated-air 
drying device at each hand-
washing sink in food prepa-
ration, toilet and warewash-
ing areas.

Health department reports local violations in March

By Mary Hightower
University of Arkansas Sys-
tem Division of Agriculture

LITTLE ROCK — Arkan-
sas’ 2024 net farm income is 
expected to fall $0.5 billion 
from 2023 levels, according 
to a report Tuesday from the 
Rural & Farm Finance Policy 
Analysis Center.

The “Spring 2024 Arkan-
sas Farm Income Report” has 
two Arkansas authors, Hunt-
er Biram and Ryan Loy, both 
extension economists for the 
University of Arkansas Sys-
tem Division of Agriculture. 
Additional authors are John 
Kruse, of World Agricultural 
Economic and Environmental 
Services, LLC; and TaylorAnn 
Washburn of the University of 
Missouri.

The report said that the 
state’s projected 15 percent 
drop in net farm income is 
smaller than the forecasted 
25.5 percent decrease in U.S. 
net farm income for 2024.

“After record-setting farm 
income in 2022, Arkansas saw 
a backpedal in 2023 that is pro-
jected to extend into 2024 with 
another $0.5 billion decline in 
net farm income,” the report 
said.

“The No. 1 thing driving 
the drop of income is low-
er prices for crops across the 
board,” Biram said, thanks to 
abundant harvests of soybeans 
and corn in Brazil and United 
States in 2023.

“We have a lot of stocks on 
hand across most commod-
ities right now which is driv-

ing a lot of that drop in crop 
receipts,” he said.

The report said crop re-
ceipts are estimated to decline 
by $0.5 billion as many crop 
and livestock prices are pro-
jected to move lower in 2024.

Biram said the model used 
in this analysis “is expecting 
one or two cuts in the interest 
rate this year, resulting in low-
er interest expense. Fuel and 
fertilizer expenses are expect-
ed to fall too.”

However, “lower crop ex-
penses and lower crop prices 
kind of cancel each other out.”

“What made 2022 farm 
income relatively high was 
all the government payments 
from emergency relief pro-
grams,” Biram said. 

PLC, or Price Loss Cover-
age, is trigged when marketing 
year average price of a covered 
commodity is less than the 
respective effective reference 
price.

Biram said that while the 
data for the analysis is pro-
jecting long grain rice to fall 
below the $14 reference price, 
“one strong caveat is that this 
model is stochastic which 
means is that there are many 
difference prices that are pro-
jected and an average is taken 
across those prices.

“While there is a low chance 
of the long grain reference 
prices falling below $14 per 
hundredweight, there’s a much 
higher chance that the average 
price will be above the refer-
ence price and not trigger PLC 
payments,” he said.

Biram is also expecting 
there to be little chance for 
ARC — Agriculture risk pro-
gram — payments. 

On the plus side, the report 
said that “production expenses 
are projected to offer some relief 
with a nearly $0.6 billion decline 
as feed and fertilizer move lower.

Arkansas net farm income decline 
projected to continue in 2024
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Sports

Huntsville Eagles beat Berryville, drop contest to Gravette

Hot pitching leads softball  
Eagles past Rose Bud, Berryville

•• See  EAGLESEAGLES  Page 2B

By Dan Marsh
Record Editor

Even though the Hunts-
ville Eagles collected seven 
hits to the Gravette Lions’s 
five, they still fell 4-2 on Tues-
day, March 26. Sawyer Owens 
led Huntsville with two hits.

Huntsville got on the 
board in the first inning after 
Kaden Evans scored after tag-
ging up.

Huntsville added one run 
in the third after Kolby Phil-
lips singled.

Gravette took the lead, 
4-2, in the bottom of the sixth 
thanks to three walks.

Owens started on the 
mound for Huntsville. They 
gave up four hits and two 
runs over five and one-third 
innings, striking out five 
and walking three. Hunter 
Roughton started on the hill 
for Gravette.

They gave up six hits and 
one run over five and two-
thirds innings, striking out 
six and walking five.

Phillips and Owens each 
drove in one run for Hunts-
ville. The Eagles turned one 
double play in the game.

“We left too many runners 
on in the first four innings 

and it came back to bite us in 
the end,” said head baseball 
coach Greg Harris. 

“We are slumping a lit-
tle bit at the plate right now. 
I hope we don’t stay down 
long. We were just a base hit 
away from running their col-
lege commitment to High-
land from the game. I give 
him credit, he kept compet-

ing on the mound.”

Berryville

Owens drove in six runs 
on two hits to lead Huntsville 
past the Berryville Bobcats 
17-0 on Friday, March 29. 
Owens doubled in the third 
scoring three, hit a home run 
to left field in the first scoring 

two, and walked in the fourth 
scoring one.

Huntsville got on the 
board in the bottom of the 
first inning after Owens hom-
ered to left field, and Talon 
Herring doubled, each scor-
ing two runs.

Huntsville scored five runs 
on two hits in the bottom 
of the third inning. Owens 

doubled, scoring three runs, 
Kaden Evans doubled, scor-
ing one run, and Jaxon Fer-
guson was struck by a pitch, 
driving in a run.

The Eagles scored eight 
runs on four hits in the bot-
tom of the fourth inning. 
Brady Bolinger doubled, scor-
ing one run, Ben Bertrand 
was struck by a pitch, driving 
in a run, Ferguson was struck 
by a pitch, driving in a run, 
Mason Wilton singled, scor-
ing two runs, Bolinger was 
struck by a pitch, driving in a 

run, and Owens drew a walk, 
scoring one run.

Dax Wiggins earned the 
win for Huntsville. The start-
ing pitcher allowed zero hits 
and zero runs over one in-
ning, striking out one and 
walking none. Luke Dignan 
started on the bump for Ber-
ryville.

The righty gave up five hits 
and nine runs over two and 
two-thirds innings, striking 
out two and walking sev-

Huntsville Baseball to host Strike out Cancer event
	 Friday, April 5, Huntsville Baseball will host a Strike out Cancer event and all of the 
money raised will be donated to juvenile cancer.
 
Coach Harris and the players designed a t-shirt and they are selling them for $12. They 
will also be selling luminaries in honor of anyone who has battled cancer. Baseball 
manager, Lili Samuels, designed a stamp so the luminaries will match the t-shirts. Lu-
minaries will be $5. Please reach out to Coach Harris or any Huntsville baseball player 
to order in advance of the event. Additional luminaries can be purchased that night.
 
Following the JV game, luminaries will be placed on the field, and there will be a walk 
to honor these individuals. During the games, there will be a silent auction and pulled 
pork dinner. The dinner will include a sandwich, chips, drink and dessert. The team will 
purchase the meat for the dinner. All other items will be donated by team members.

Photo by Dan Marsh, Record Editor

Dax Wiggins fires the ball from the mound in a game against Berryville on Friday.

Photo by Dan Marsh, Record Editor

Kaden Evans scrambles for third base Friday.

Photo by MaryAnn Björk-Walker, 

For The Record

The Huntsville Eagles 
softball team was the 
runner-up last weekend 
in the Harrison Ozark 
Classic. Pictured in the 
back row, from the left, 
are Allison Rose, Katlyn 
Turner, Koral Garrison, 
Ashley Rogers, Kristyn 
Miller, Ashton Miller, Ma-
cie Ramsey, Kennedy 
Smith and Kylee Conklin. 
From the left in front are 
Alli Walker, Annie Land-
ers, Bella Evans, Kelsey 
Scates, Kalli Bolinger, 
Ashlyn Davis and Gabby 
Thompson.

Runners-up in Harrison Ozark Classic

By Dan Marsh
Record Editor

Huntsville couldn’t keep 
up with Gravette and fell 15-0 
on Tuesday, March 26.

Gravette jumped out to 
the lead in the bottom of the 
first inning after Laney Chil-
ton singled, scoring two runs, 
Madi Schoonover tripled, 
scoring one run, and Brooke 
Handle doubled, scoring one 
run.

Gravette extended their 
early lead with four runs in 
the bottom of the second 
thanks to RBI singles by Chil-

ton and Schoonover.
Gravette scored six runs on 

six hits in the bottom of the 
third inning. Meara Russel tri-
pled, scoring one run, Brynn 
Romine tripled, scoring one 
run, Sydney Kildow hit an in-
side the park home run, scor-
ing two runs, Drew Madison 
singled, scoring one run, and a 
steal of home scored one run.

Russel earned the win for 
Gravette. The starting pitch-
er surrendered two hits and 
zero runs over four innings, 
striking out six and walking 
two. Kennedy Smith took the 
loss for Huntsville. They went 

three and one-third innings, 
giving up 14 runs on 19 hits, 
striking out six and walking 
one.

Kristyn Miller and Macie 
Ramsey each collected one hit 
for the Eagles.

Rose Bud Ramblers

Smith was dominant in the 
circle, as Huntsville rang up 
14 strikeouts in a 3-2 victory 
over the Rose Bud Ramblers 
on Saturday, March 30. Smith 
surrendered six hits and zero 

Photo by MaryAnn Björk-Walker, For The Record
Gabriella Thompson gets an at-bat against Berryville for the Eagles softball 
team.•• See  ROSE BUDROSE BUD  Page 2B



By Dan Marsh
Record Editor

Gracie Dinh, a Huntsville 
resident and senior at Ar-
kansas Virtual Academy, has 
signed on to compete on the 
University of Mississippi rifle 
team.

Dinh, 18, said her career 
goal is to become a chemical 
engineer, but even after col-
lege she plans to pursue her 
real passion, which is shoot-
ing smallbore and air rifles 
— on a national and interna-
tional level.

Dinh is the reigning 2023 
National Junior Air Rifle 
Women’s Champion and a 
four-time Junior Olympi-
an who led the gun club in 
Starkville, Miss., to two state 
championships in 2021. In 
2022, she became a member 
of the USA Shooting Junior 
World Championship Team, 
and she was one of Ole Miss’ 
top recruits for its shooting 
program. Since 2019, when 
she began shooting national-
ly, her resume is a list of ac-
complishments. Dinh placed 
first, second or third regu-
larly in the air rifle or small-
bore categories of the Junior 
Olympic championships. In 
2022, Dinh competed on the 
USAS Junior World Champi-
onship Team in Cairo, Egypt, 
ranking 30th internationally 
in the 50m Rifle Prone Wom-
en (junior division) and 40th 
in the 50m Rifle 3 Positions 
Women (junior position). In 
2023, Dinh was the second 
place junior in Part 2 of the 
USA Shooting Winter Air 
Gun and Olympic Trials (Air 
Rifle). She is frequently the 
only person her age shoot-
ing or ranking in national or 
international competitions. 
Dinh and her father, Thu, 
attribute her success not nec-
essarily to natural ability, but 
hard work and discipline.

“I wouldn’t say that I’m 
a natural,” Dinh said from 
Colorado Springs, Colo. “I 
actually train for two to three 
hours every day. During the 
summer of 2019, I spent five 
hours a day on the range, ev-
ery day. It’s a lot of hard work. 
I think it’s just because I am 
very individualistic, very re-
sponsible, that I enjoy shoot-
ing. It’s not that I don’t like 
teamwork, but I’d rather rely 
on myself. If something goes 
wrong, it’s on me and I can 
take just as much credit for 

my success. I’m a perfection-
ist, and you don’t get closer 
to perfection than shooting 
right in the center. That’s per-
fect.”

Dinh was introduced to 
sport shooting when her 
parents attended a concealed 
carry class. 

“I sort of got into it by ac-
cident,” she said. “In 2017, my 
parents wanted to get their 
concealed carry license in 
Mississippi, where we lived. 
They took me to the classes, 
and I learned about gun safe-
ty, that a gun is not a toy, it’s a 
weapon — basic stuff. When 
it got to the actual practi-
cal shooting, the instructor 
handed me a rifle and not a 
handgun. Dad took pictures 
and posted them on Face-
book. A family friend told us 
about a local gun club that of-
fered sport shooting, and rec-
ommended we go there and 
get to know the coaches. So I 
fell into the sport.”

“I shoot an air rifle and 
a .22 rifle, which is known 
as a smallbore rifle,” Dinh 
said. “Air rifle is just 60 shots 
standing, a small bore shoots 
20 shots in three positions 
over a span of an hour and a 
half. The positions are kneel-
ing, prone and standing.”

Dinh moved to Huntsville 
with her family in August 
2022 when Thu, a former 
professor at Mississippi State 
University, got a new job 
at Tyson. To accommodate 
her increasingly busy travel 
schedule to various compe-
titions across the U.S. and 

world, Dinh said she chose 
to switch from a “brick-and-
mortar” school to a virtu-
al one. She and her parents 
began shopping in 2022 for 
the best option. They chose 
Arkansas Virtual Academy, 
a full-time public charter 
school serving students K-12. 
The school has more than 
4,000 students.

Dinh attended Huntsville 
schools for two years but “I 
started making internation-
al teams and going to bigger 
matches and we decided it 
would be in my best academ-
ic interest to switch to an on-
line school,” Dinh said.

“It’s helped me a lot in my 
career,” she said. “I get to trav-
el and bring my school with 
me. It was difficult at first, 
I  had to be self-disciplined 
enough to make myself get up 
in the morning and not say, 
‘Oh, well, this class is option-
al.’ Yeah, it’s been amazing. 
My teachers are supportive, 
and I’ve been able to make 
friends, though I usually see 
them only during class.”

When she’s traveling, Dinh 
can catch up on her course-
work by watching recordings 
and put in the extra work 
on weekends. According 
to information supplied by 
Arkansas Virtual Academy, 
Dinh has the highest GPA in 
her senior class, though she 
has not attended the school 
all four of her high school 
years.

Dinh travels as often as 
twice a month, to Colorado 
Springs most of the time, but 

also to compete in Georgia, 
Alabama, W. Virginia, Texas, 
“wherever there are matches,” 
Thu said. Internationally, she 
has traveled to Egypt and Es-
tonia, which provided some 
interesting memories. 

“On my way to Egypt to 
shoot a world championship, 
we had a five-hour layover in 
Germany,” she said. “A group 
of four or five of us went out 
to eat at a German restaurant. 
They had really good sausage. 
I had joined the Junior World 
Championship Team, so this 
was my first time shooting 
overseas. It was pretty harsh. 
Half our team got food poi-
soning. It was cool seeing 
all the other teams. China 
brought their own chef. My 
match didn’t go very well. It 
was my first, so I give myself 
some grace, but I could have 
handled it better.”

“It was a really fun journey 
and learning curve,” she said. 
International teams are “the 
best of the best, they don’t 
send just anyone to repre-
sent their country. They are 
very, very nice and polite. I 
guess it puts it in perspective, 
that I’m not the center of the 
world. I live here in Arkansas 
and don’t think about other 
parts of the world. I get to 
learn about their experiences, 
their shooting journey, what 
school is like for them. It’s 
cool to hear their stories.”

Dinh is in Colorado this 
week shooting in a Junior 
Olympics competition, the 
first of a two-part selection 
process for the Junior World 

Olympics team. Part two will 
be held in June. Shooters with 
the top five combined scores 
will form the world champi-
onship team. Dinh said she 
believes the world champi-
onship event will be held in 
Peru.

She’s excited to go to Ole 
Miss to shoot on its team, 
which her father called “elite.”

“I decided I wanted to 
shoot in college and also pur-
sue an academic career as 
a chemical engineer,” Dinh 
said. “I had this gut feel-
ing that [Ole Miss’ coach-
es] would make me a better 
shooter. And, Ole Miss offers 
amazing academic scholar-
ships, which came into play.”

“My wife and I are abso-
lutely proud of what Gracie 
has achieved,” Thu, a former 
professor at Mississippi State 
University, said. “It really 
takes grit and determination. 
A lot of people have helped 
along the way, and now, when 
she goes to college, she will 
have amazing coaches, as 
well. It’s hard to take credit 

as a parent, but the credit be-
longs to a lot of people. This 
sport is about mental con-
ditioning and strength, how 
you make decisions.”

Dinh works and focuses so 
hard on her shooting that she 
has set up a practice range in 
a most unusual location: the 
hallway in her home.

“It was really the only op-
tion, because not a lot of gun 
ranges offer the distance and 
facilities I need for my type 
of shooting,” she said. “We 
set this up in our hallway. 
We have this electronic laser 
training system that will track 
your barrel and the vibrations 
of the gun.”

She noted that she dry 
fires her weapon in the house, 
with no projectile leaving the 
gun.

As for college, she’s “going 
to attempt something no one 
has done, have a professional 
career and a shooting career,” 
Dinh said. “I want to keep my 
rankings up, go overseas. I 
see shooting in my future.”

“I shoot an air rifle and a .22 rifle, which is 
known as a smallbore rifle. ir rifle is just 60 
shots standing, a small bore shoots 20 shots 
in three positions over a span of an hour and 
a half. The positions are kneeling, prone and 
standing

- Gracie Dinh

runs over five and two-thirds 
innings while walking one.

Huntsville pitchers struck 
out 14, while Rose Bud sat 
down seven.

The Eagles were the first to 
get on the board in the second 
when Kalli Bolinger singled, 
scoring one run.

Bolinger and Ashley Rog-
ers were a force together in the 

lineup, as they each collected 
one hit for Huntsville while 
hitting back-to-back. Bolinger 
went 1-for-2 at the plate as the 
infielder led the team with 
one run batted in. Huntsville 
didn’t commit a single error in 
the field.

Macie Ramsey had the 
most chances in the field with 
14.

Berryville

Smith struck out 11 batters 

to lead the Eagles past Ber-
ryville 3-0 on Saturday. Smith 
allowed two hits and zero runs 
over five innings while walk-
ing none.

Huntsville pitchers struck 
out 11, while Berryville sat 
down five.

The Eagles stole seven 
bases in the game. Huntsville 
didn’t commit a single error in 
the field. Ramsey had the most 
chances in the field with 11.

en. Kolby Phillips, Evans, 
Bolinger, and Herring each 
came on in relief for Hunts-
ville Eagles and shutdown the 
Bobcats.

Huntsville amassed nine 
hits in the game. The Eagles 
had a strong eye at the plate, 
piling up 11 walks for the 
game.

Evans, Bolinger, and Ow-
ens led the team with two free 
passes each. Logan Ward stole 
two bases. Huntsville ran wild 
on the base paths, tallying six 
stolen bases for the game. 
Huntsville did not commit a 
single error in the field. Kase 
Evans had the most chances 
in the field with eight.

“Sawyer smoked a line 
drive out of the park for his 
first one of the season and we 
never looked back,” Harris 

said of the game. “We were 
a little flat to start the game 
with the Teacher Apprecia-
tion ceremony and a tough 
loss at Gravette. This is a resil-
ient group. Every game now 
gets bigger each week if we 
want to stay in it for our share 
of the conference champion-
ship.”

The Eagles are now 12-3 
on the season.
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n      Rose bud
Continued from Page 1B

n      Eagles
Continued from Page 1B

Huntsville student aims for success with shooting career

Submitted
Gracie Dinh, a Huntsville resident and a senior at Arkansas Virtual Academy, 
takes aim with an air rifle.

Submitted

For Gracie Dinh, perfection is the ability to shoot a 
target dead-center.
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Cruzin’ for Champions Fundraising Auto Show

Photos by Dan Marsh, Record Editor

Dozens of unique cars and trucks filled the AT & Georgia Mae Smith Activity Center parking lot Saturday morning during the Cruzin’ for Champions 
Auto Show, a fundraiser for Huntsville High School SkillsUSA students.

The bumper plate says it all on this classic Ford pickup.

From right, a Ford pickup, a Mercedes Benz and a Corvette show off their features.
This classic Chrysler DeSoto boasts stylish controls 
and spotless upholstery.

This classic Chevy displays a ‘Land of the Cross-
bow’ vanity plate.

A view of the interior of a classic Mercedes.

The show was an opportunity for rare cars like this 
one to shine.

A classic British roadster offers a look under the 
hood.

One of many sleek interiors on display.

A classic car interior reflects a color scheme that 
was popular in a bygone era.

A gleaming engine is displayed underneath the hood of one of the car entries.

Huntsville High School 
SkillsUSA held its Cruzin’ 
for Champions Auto Show 
on Saturday, March 30, at the 
AT & Georgia Mae Smith 
Activity Center. The show 
was set to earn funds for the 
SkillsUSA students to attend 
state conference and compe-

titions on April 15-16 in Hot 
Springs. Thirty-nine students 
will attend the conference. 
Those attending will be 
competing in the catego-
ries of Automotive, Diesel, 
Welding, Fire Cadet Proce-
dures, Medical Terminology, 
Nurse Assisting, Opening 

and Closing Ceremonies 
(Parliamentary Procedure), 
Welding Sculpture, Job Skill 
Demonstrations, Arkansas 
Pin Design, Quiz Bowl, 
Cybersecurity and Comput-
er Programming. Advisors 
are Kevin Shinn, fire and 
medical certification, Sherri 

Plumlee, RN, medical, David 
Robinette, welding, Frank 
Wrinkle, auto and diesel, 
Zack Tvrz, cybersecurity 
and programming, Leticia 
Wrinkle, leadership teams 
and CTE Career Explora-
tion. This was the second 
year for the car show. Mayor 

Travis Dotson announced 
the trophy winners and the 
Huntsville Fire Department 
brought its engine. A live 
auction was conducted by 
Darby Spurlock and Phil 
Bolinger. CS Bank con-
tributed its grill and Aaron 
Samuels grilled concession 

food. The Huntsville High 
School Transitions brought 
baked goods. Trinity Air 
Conditioning & Refrigera-
tion won People’s Choice as 
the sponsor of a 2015 Dodge 
Challenger and also Best 
of Show as the sponsor of a 
1976 Chevy Chevelle.



HUNTSVILLE SCHOOLS 
INCLUDING ST. PAUL

       • Thursday,  April 4

BREAKFAST: Sausage bis-
cuit, mandarin oranges, or 
strawberry pop tart, fruit, 
juice, milk.
LUNCH: Biscuit and gravy, 
baked ham, hashbrowns, ap-
ple crisp, tomatoes, milk.

       • Friday,  April 5

BREAKFAST: Super bun, 
fruit cocktail, or pop tart, 
juice, milk.
LUNCH: Nachos, pinto 
beans, broccoli, applesauce, 
cinnamon rolls, milk.

        • Monday,  April 8

BREAKFAST: Pancakes, 
breakfast sausage, or cereal, 
pears, juice, milk.
LUNCH: Beef crunchy taco, 
refried beans, salsa, pineapple 
chunks, milk.

        • Tuesday,  April 9

BREAKFAST: Chicken bis-
cuit, or cereal, fruit, juice, 
milk.
LUNCH: Oven roasted chick-
en, roll, mashed potatoes with 
chicken gravy, green beans, 
peaches, milk.

       • Wednesday,  April 10

BREAKFAST: Cinnamon 
toast, cheese stick, or cereal, 
fruit, juice, milk.
LUNCH: Barbecued beef, 
mashed potatoes, black eyed 
peas, fruit, milk.

       • Thursday,  April 11

BREAKFAST: Sausage bis-
cuit, or cereal bar, fruit, juice, 
milk.
LUNCH: Cheese pizza, 
tossed salad, corn on the cob, 
tropical fruit, milk.

       • Friday,  April 12

BREAKFAST: Super bun, or 

cinnamon raisin bagel, fruit, 
juice, milk.
LUNCH: Cheeseburger, 
sweet potato fries, sandwich 
cup, sugar cookie, pears, 
milk.

KINGSTON SCHOOLS 

       • Thursday,  April 4

BREAKFAST: Biscuit, choc-
olate gravy, wheat crackers, 
cereal, fruit, juice, milk.
LUNCH: Frito pie, baby car-
rots, cinnamon roll, fruit, 
milk.

       • Friday,  April 5

BREAKFAST: Bacon and 
egg biscuit, cereal, fruit, 
juice, milk.
LUNCH: Cheeseburger or 
chicken patty with cheese, 
sandwich cup, potato babies, 
fruit, milk.

        • Monday,  April 8

Closed.

        • Tuesday,  April 9

BREAKFAST: French toast, 
cereal, fruit, juice, milk.
LUNCH: Quesadilla, Spring 
salad, black bean fiesta, mixed 
berry applesauce, milk.

       • Wednesday,  April 10

BREAKFAST: Biscuit and 
gravy, PB&J, wheat crackers, 
fruit, juice, milk.
LUNCH: Boneless chicken 
wings, sweet potato crunch, 
green beans, fruit, milk.

        • Thursday,  April 11

BREAKFAST: Pancake sau-
sage on a stick, cereal, fruit, 
juice, milk.
LUNCH: Pepperoni or cheese 
ripper, corn, steamed brocco-
li, fruit, milk.

       • Friday,  April 12

BREAKFAST: Sausage bis-
cuit, cereal, fruit, juice, milk.
LUNCH: Cheeseburger or 
chicken patty with cheese, 
sandwich cup, spiral fries, 
fruit, milk.
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Photo by Johnna Cornett 
for The Record 

In March, the Madison 
County Library celebrat-
ed Fiber Arts with a large 
exhibit of various local 
fiber art pieces. The ex-
hibit included examples 
of tapestry, knitting, cro-
chet, embroidery, cross 
stitch, lace work and 
more. The quilting frame 
was available to learn ba-
sic “in the ditch” quilting. 
The samples occupied 
the shelves in the library 
and many were available 
for up-close inspection 
by library patrons.

SFC Mark Tate retires from the Army

Submitted

SFC Mark E. Tate retired from the U.S. Army after 21 years of service. The cere-
mony was held Friday, March 22, at Fort Sill in Lawton, OK. 

Mark is the son of Debbie Diver and brother to Brynnan Diver. 

Mark completed basic training at Fort Benning in Georgia. Throughout his ca-
reer he has been stationed at many places including Aberdeen Proving Grounds 
in Delaware, where he started in the medical field. As well as Yongsan South Ko-
rea, Afghanistan, Fort Richardson in Alaska, and Fort Bragg in North Carolina. 
Mark’s final station was Fort Sill. SFC Tate will move back to North Carolina and 
continue his service to the country as a Civilian Medical Trainer for the Army. 

St. Paul School is proud 
to present its Honor Roll for 
the third nine weeks of the 
2023-2024 school year. An * 
denotes all A’s.

High School:
Seventh grade: Tayla 

Hawkins*, Cazden Hayes*, 
Samantha Herren, Danielle 
Pearce, Alexander Rivera*, 
Temperance Smith, James 
Stephens, Derrick Varble, 
Sunnie Varnell*

Eighth grade: Addison 
Kimball

Ninth grade: Bryson 

Baker, Peyton Davis, Kilana 
Garza, Gage Holder, Mat-
thew Keys, Canyon McKen-
ney*, Lainey Smith*, Thom-
as Thacker, Emily Wallace, 
Walker Westbrook

Tenth grade: Aloha 
Ames, Oceana Ames*, Juni-
per Block, Britix Hayes, Ky-
lie Keck*, Aylah Lackey, Mia 
Palencia, Derick Ray, Landon 
Smith*, Zoey Smith

Eleventh grade: Ise-
la Cousins*, Laney Haire*, 
Clayton Hooper*, Caydence 
Kimball, Citlalli Montes, Jo-

sephine Ross*
Twelfth grade: Tryston 

Bailey, Devlin Flores, Pay-
ton Gariss, Destiny Hill*, Ja-
cob Ogden, Hunter Owens, 
Chance Price, Azalea Shep-
herd, Ender Sparshott, Jimmy 
Thurston, Madilynne Was-
son*, Emma Williams*

Elementary School:
Sixth grade: Braden Bak-

er, Davy Boyd*, Jymikka Cot-
ton, Bella Hill*, Jaiden Morri-
son, Addison Rowland, Lucas 
Shaw, Lillian Sims, Colton 
Thacker, Izzy Watson*

St. Paul third 9 weeks honor roll

Madison County Library celebrates textiles 

Bolinger to celebrate 95th birthday

Reba Bolinger will celebrate her 95th birthday this year. Her family is hosting a 
reception in her honor on Saturday, April 6, at the American Legion in Kingston 
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. All family and friends are invited to attend. No gifts are 
necessary, but cards are welcomed. 



James McLoud

James Don McLoud, 60, 
of Huntsville 
died Sun-
day, March 
24, 2024, at 
UAMS Hos-
pital, Little 
Rock. 

He was born Wednesday, 
July 17, 1963, in Huntsville to 
Don Bertley and Twila Faye 
Masterson McLoud.

James was preceded in 
death by his parents, Don and 
Twila McLoud. 

He is survived by his wife, 

Debra McLoud, of the home; 
three sons and two daughters-
in-law, Joshua and Samantha 
Burks, Kenneth and Ash-
ley McLoud, and Cade Mc-
Loud, all of Huntsville; one 
daughter, Kylie McLoud, of 
Huntsville; and three grand-
children. He is also survived 
by one sister and brother-in-
law, Marcia and Brad Hall, of 
Huntsville.

Graveside services were 
held Friday, March 29, 2024, 
at Marshall Cemetery. 

Services were entrusted to 
Brashears Funeral Home and 
Crematory of Huntsville.               

Rutha Struble

Rutha Louise Struble, 83, 
of Witter 
died Sun-
day, March 
24, 2024, at 
home. 

She was 
born Thurs-
day, Jan. 23, 1941, in Colcord, 
Okla., to Haskel Leo and 
Elma Louise Maxwell Shaffer.

Rutha was preceded in 
death by her parents, Haskel 
and Elma Shaffer; her hus-
band, Roy Struble; one son, 
Roy Struble, Jr.; one grand-
son, Mark Struble; and one 
brother, Leo Shaffer. 

She is survived by her 

daughter, Connie Spain, of 
Hastings, Minn.; daugh-
ter-in-law, Margaret Wil-
liams-Struble, of Witter; 
four grandchildren; and 12 
great-grandchildren. She is 
also survived by two brothers 
and one sister-in-law, James 
and Sheryl Shaffer, of Moun-
tain Home; and Herbert Shaf-
fer, of Aurora; and one sister 
and brother-in-law, Velva and 
Mark Nelson, of Witter.

Funeral services were held 
Monday, April 1, 2024, at 
Brashears Funeral Home. 

Interment followed ser-
vices at Venus Cemetery. 

Services were entrusted to 
Brashears Funeral Home and 
Crematory of Huntsville.  

Samuel Fowler

Samuel Edward Fowler, 
63, of Hunts-
ville passed 
away Tues-
day, March 
26, 2024, at 
home. 

He was 
born Thursday, Nov. 24, 1960, 
in Huntsville to Wilburn By-
ron and LaNaya Jean Spratt 
Fowler.

Samuel was a father to 
three children and a logger 
for Best Creek Logging. He 
possessed a spirited nature, 
being both sociable and play-
ful, finding joy in laughter 
and possessing a remarkable 
sense of humor. He found so-
lace in the outdoors, enjoying 
activities such as hunting and 
fishing, embodying the spirit 
of a true outdoorsman. Sam-
uel demonstrated kindness 
and generosity, always ready 
to lend a helping hand and 
freely sharing his blessings. 
He embraced friendly com-
petition, whether in games 
of cards or dominos. Addi-
tionally, he invested his time 
in coaching and participating 
in various sports like softball, 
baseball, and soccer. Further-
more, Samuel had a passion 
for cooking, and was partic-
ularly renowned for his deer 
jerky, a delicacy he delighted 

in sharing with loved ones.
Samuel was preceded in 

death by his parents, and two 
brothers, Wilburn “Junior” 
Fowler and Walter Fowler. 

He is survived by his 
daughter, Jessica White, of 
Marble; and two sons and 
daughters-in-law, Samuel and 
Ashley Fowler, Jr.; and Byron 
and Kylee Fowler, also of Mar-
ble; and 13 grandchildren. He 
is also survived by two broth-
ers and one sister-in-law, Clif-
ton “Bubba” and Diane Fowl-
er, of Johnson; and Vaudrey 
Fowler, of Witter; one sister 
and brother-in-law, LaNaya 
and Stan Judy, of Hindsville; 
and multiple friends that he 
considered family.

Funeral services were held 
Saturday, March 30, 2024, at 
Brashears Funeral Home, Coy 
Siegrist officiated. 

Pallbearers were Samu-
el Fowler, Jr., Byron Fowler, 
Brett White, Waylon White, 
John Simmons, John Robin-
son, Joe Martin, and Cody 
Perkins. 

Honorary pallbearers were 
Leon Broyles, Frank Shaw, 
Jax Fowler, Oden Fowler, and 
Samuel Fowler III. 

Interment followed ser-
vices at Big Sandy Cemetery, 
Huntsville. 

Services were entrusted to 
Brashears Funeral Home and 
Crematory of Huntsville.                                      

                                    14-1tc                              
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 Gospel Meeting at New Home 
Church of Christ

New Home Church of Christ is hosting a Gospel Meet-
ing. April 5th-7th. Friday and Saturday 7:30 p.m. Sunday 
10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Brother Leland Fleming will be 
speaking. The church is located at 28960 Hwy 16 (be-
tween Pettigrew and Red Star). Everyone is welcome. 
For more information call Larry Johnson at 479-677-
2447 or Jeff Haire at 479-677-2371 or 479-841-9410.       

5th Sunday Singing at Kingston 
First Southern Baptist Church

                                               
There will be a 5th Sunday Singing on Sunday, April 7 
beginning at 6 p.m. at Kingston First Southern Baptist 
Church. Finger foods will be available. Everyone is wel-
come to attend.                                                     14-1tp

           _________

Madison County Record Church Notes policy 
	 All Church Notes submissions for events or services not 
already included in the Church Directory or a display ad are $7 
per submission.
	 Churches advertising in the directory or elsewhere will be 
able to submit announcements about upcoming services or 
events one time per month at no charge.
	 Email church notes to: assistant@mcrecordonline.com or 
call 479-738-2141.



PUT YOUR AD HERE
CALL 738-2141

Ads start at $9.25
for the first 15 words. 

DONATE DONATE

HOME IMPROVEMENT: 
Painting, Roofing, Remod-
eling, Drywall, Flooring, 
Windows, Doors, Siding, 
Decks, Porches, Patios, 
Insulation. All types of re-
pairs, large or small jobs. 
479-325-8035.         		
                        	         14-1tp

SERVICES SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES

WANTED

PUT YOUR AD HERE

CALL 738-2141
Ads start at $9.25
for the first 15 words. 

SERVICES SERVICES

BID NOTICE: The City of 
Huntsville has amended the 
specifications and extend-
ed the deadline for bids for 
the hangar building project 
at our airport.  Please see 
the updated specs on our 
site at: huntsvillearkansas.
org/bidprojects.   	   	
          	                       13-2tc

FOR SALEFOR SALE

NOTICE
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WANTED: Now buying 
scrap cars and trucks. Free 
haul off. 479-790-3024.
 	                        12-4tp

SERVICES SERVICES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: The 
Huntsville Police Depart-
ment is currently taking 
applications for a full-time 
School Resource Officer. 
Salary, depending on qual-
ifications and experience. 
All persons interested in 
applying for the position 
must have a high school di-
ploma (preferred) or GED, 
valid driver’s license, must 
be 21 years of age or older, 
drug-free, and must submit 
to a pre-employment phys-
ical, psychological evalu-
ation, and drug screening. 
Benefits include: 100% 
Officers Insurance paid, 
LOPFI Retirement, 120 
hours of vacation time af-
ter 1st year, paid sick time 
after the first 2 weeks of 
work, paid training, take 
home unit (depending on 
miles lived from city lim-
its).  An application can be 
picked up and dropped off 
at the Huntsville Police De-
partment located at 200 E. 
Main St. Applications must 
be returned to the Hunts-
ville Police Department via 
mail, email, or personal 
delivery by April 4th, 2024. 
Applications can be found 
on our City of Huntsville 
website under the Police 
Department tab.         13-2tc

HELP WANTED

ANTIQUESANTIQUES

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED: Waste-
water Operator Wanted. 
Huntsville Water is seeking 
a Class 1 wastewater oper-
ator. Experience preferred 
but not required. Apply in 
person at 112 West War 
Eagle Ave or see our Face-
book page for more infor-
mation. (479) 738-6929. 
	                     14-2tc

EXPO EXPO

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Two year old 
black balance bull. Good to 
go. 479-677-2162. 		
	                      14-2tp
FOR SALE: Drive brand 
wheelchair, like new. Bed-
side toilet, new. Walker with 
basket. Walker with tray. All 
for $150 cash. Text or call 
479-841-0930.  	        14-1tp
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Legal Notices
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF MADISON COUNTY, 

ARKANSAS

CIVIL DIVISION

RAYMOND TROLINGER 
AND ELAINE 
TROLINGER,
HUSBAND AND WIFE, 
AND JANICE L. KNIGHT
		
PLAINTIFFS

 vs.				  

SAM STIPSKY AND 
CELESTE M. STIPSKY,
HUSBAND AND WIFE, 
MADISON SAM LAND 
TRUST, SHARON DELOY, 
TRUSTEE, AND UN-
KNOWN HEIRS
AND ASSIGNS			 
				  
DEFENDANTS

44CV-2024-10

WARNING ORDER AND 
NOTICE OF 

FILING OF SUIT
 TO CONFIRM TITLE TO 

REAL ESTATE
     

  Sam Stipsky and Celeste 
Stipsky, husband and wife, 
Madison Sam Land Trust, 
Sharon Deloy, Trustee, and 
unknown heirs and assigns, 
if living, and if deceased, 
then their unknown heirs, 
successors or assigns at law, 
are hereby warned to ap-
pear in the Circuit Court of 
Madison County, Arkansas, 
within thirty (30) days and 
answer the Petition of Ray-
mond Trolinger and Elaine 
Trolinger, husband and wife, 
and Janice L. Knight, or same 
will be taken as confessed and 
decree rendered against you.

	 Notice is hereby given 
that  Raymond Trolinger and 
Elaine Trolinger, husband and 
wife, and Janice L. Knight has 
filed a Petition in said Court 
praying the confirmation of 

title to the following land in 
Madison County, Arkansas, 
to-wit:

A part of the Northwest Quar-
ter of the Southwest Quar-
ter (NW¼SW¼) of Section 
Twenty-five (25), Township 
Fifteen (15) North, Range 
Twenty-eight (28) West of 
the Fifth Principal Meridian, 
Madison County, Arkansas, 
being more particularly de-
scribed as follows:  Begin-
ning at the Southwest corner 
of said Northwest Quarter 
of the Southwest Quarter 
(NW¼SW¼); thence North 
352.45 feet to center of grad-
ed road, now Madison Coun-
ty Number 6550, thence 
along said road as follows: 
South 85°50’58” East 185.58 
feet, thence South 87°40’53” 
East 264.42 feet, thence South 
74°41’09” East 203.58 feet, 
thence South 57°06’30” East 
155.25 feet, thence South 
50°41’48” East 109.12 feet, 
thence South 41°00’05” East 
91.07 feet,, thence South 

26°55’47” East 53.68 feet to 
South line of said forty acre 
tract; thence South 89°43’30” 
West 944.52 feet to Point of 
beginning.

     Any and all persons claim-
ing any right, title and/or in-
terest in said lands are here-
by notified that they must 
appear in said Court within 
thirty (30) days and show 
cause as to why title to said 
lands should not be con-
firmed in Raymond Trolinger, 
Elaine Trolinger and Janice L. 
Knight.

     WITNESS my hand and 
seal as the Clerk of said Court 
this 11th day of March, 2024.
 

 Tiffany McDaniel, 
Circuit Clerk
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Huntsville Water Utilities

Financial Statement 
January 1, 2023 – 

December 31, 2023

WATER AND SEWER 
DEPARTMENTS

Balance January 1, 2023
$1,723,074.84

Cash Receipts

Water Payments
$1,833,158.47

Sewer Payments
$1,769,001.72

Other Income	
$174,219.70

Total Receipts
$3,776,379.89

Total Funds Available	
$ 5,357,264.25

Expenditures

Personal Services
$730,622.32

Supplies
$34,982.45

Wastewater Expenses
$603,194.94 

Distribution Expenses	
$150,870.57 

Administrative Expenses
$165,424.55

Utility Costs
$269,752.61 

Capital Purchases
$63,257.57

Debt Service
$728,752.95

Transfers Out
$190,804.00

Water Purchased
$936,670.38

Total Expenditures
$3,874,332.34

Balance of Water and Sewer 
Funds
December 31, 2023
$1,625,122.39

INDEBTEDNESS

Type of Debt
Water/Sewer Bonds

Amount
$7,035,000.00

Date of Final Payment
January 2033

Type of Debt	
Loan Debt (Storage Tank)

Amount
$ 2,038,540.00

Date of Final Payment
January 2062

	 All financial records of 
Huntsville Water Utilities are 
public record and are avail-
able for public inspection 
during regular business hours 
of 8:00 A.M to 4:30 P.M., 
Monday through Friday, at 
Huntsville Water Utilities 
main office.   
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STATEWIDE STATEWIDE STATEWIDE E-EDITION E-EDITIONE-EDITION

Call Neil McConnell at (501) 374-1500 to place your ad here!

NWWeek of April 1, 2024

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free shipping 
& handling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-888-860-0146

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

We Pay On Time!

— Local Routes — 
— Steady Work — 

— Pay Every Week — 

Independent
Owner/Operators

NW AR AREA!!

Family Owned & Local

Call us at:
479-233-3907

DUMP TRUCK/END DUMP

We Pay On Time!

NEW Equipment, local routes,
home every night.

Life and Health Insurance, 
pay percentage of truck gross.

3 yrs driving exp., 1 violation, 
no accidents.

Company Drivers
NW AR AREA!!

Family Owned & Local

CLASS A or B DUMP DRIVERS

Call us at: 479-233-3907

AUCTIONS

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit!  
Limited offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now: 866-699-1978

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION: A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage and mold in your 
home. If you have water damage 
to your home, call for a free 
estimate for complete repairs 
to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-
593-7772

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.
Call: 877-631-0120

ESTATE AUCTION

www.readingauctionservice.com
READING AUCTION SERVICES

Kent - 479-518-3737 AR LIC 2086
Marc - 479-970-4567 AR LIC 2765

This is the Estate of Frank Medlock of 
Ozark, AR. Nice collection of quality 
furniture, antiques, decorations along 
with tools, vehicles, farm equipment 
and more. A sale worth attending!
Partial Listing: 1998 Toyota Tacoma SRS 4×4 
extended cab pickup; 1999 Buick Le Sabre 
limited; 2240 John Deere tractor (runs great); 
16×6 bumper pull utility trailer w/title; 5×10 
bumper pull utility trailer (no title); Hustler 
Fastrack 48” zero turn mower w/300hrs; rear 
tine tiller; 3pt. hay fork; 6’ Saturn heavy duty 
brushog; Howse 6’ 3pt tiller; 5’ Cyclone 60 
drag type brushog; 1 row 3pt plow; 3 – 7’ 
chisel plows; 5 ½’ box blade; 5’ 3pt disc; wire 
cattle panels, head gate; 6’ gate; 12’ metal 
gate; 3pt. The Leinbach Line post hole auger; 
misc. steel pipe; scrap metal; steel culvert; 
T-posts; several full rolls of barbed wire; several 
log chains; wheels & tires; ladders – metal & 
fiberglass; steel work bench; vice; small anvil; 
pipe vice; post drivers; torch set w/tanks and 
wheeled cart; yard tools – shovels, rakes, hoes, 
post hole diggers etc; misc. tools & wrenches; 
concrete saw; electric Craftsman chainsaw; 
jacks; boomers; tow rope; 1 row hand plow; 
dolly; water trough; Bostitch air compressor (like 
new); electric power tools – drills, saws etc.; 
well bucket; frog gig; pole saw; electric chords. 
Wicker furniture; sofa; loveseat; matching 
wingback chairs; recliner; TV stand; flat 
screen TV; small chest type freezer; Frigidaire 
refrigerator/freezer; Hot Point refrigerator/
freezer; wicker kitchen island; large china hutch; 
wooden gun case; washer & dryer; wooden 
coffee and end tables; marble top round coffee 
table; entertainment center; kitchen items – 
glassware, pots & pans, cups, utensils, small 
appliances; dish sets; wooden table & 6 chairs 
with leaf (very nice); antique dresser; antique 
hutch; antique north wind chair; vintage wood 
buffet; antique white vanity; 1940’s carousel 
horse; bedroom suite; wooden ships; duck 
mount; pheasant mount; lots of Christmas 
decorations and items; antique dresser; costume 
jewelry; pictures; wall hangings; lamps; antique 
decorations;wagons (need work); Carriage 
(needs work); old metal wagon wheels; antique 
hay loft tongs; antique milk cans; deer feeders; 
grill on wheels; barbed wire; feed bins; concrete 
blocks; several piles of scrap metal, and much 
more….

Saturday, April 6th, 10am
2114 W. Commercial St., Ozark, AR

10% Buyers Premium, all sale day announcements 
take precedence. Cash, Credit Cards, Checks (from 

individuals known by auction company)

• Optimize your land 
use efficiency, 

• Reduce labor 
internally

• Simplify tractor 
operations

• Work in low visibility
Suitable for all seasons! 
FREE Shipping and 
a limited time $500 
discount!!   $4,495

TRACTOR AUTOPILOT 
NAVIGATION SYSTEM

Transform your tractor! 

870-900-6006

FOR SALE

WORLD’S LARGEST GUN 
SHOW – April 6 & 7 - Tulsa, 
OK Fairgrounds.  Saturday 
8-6, Sunday 8-4.  WANEN-
MACHER’S TULSA ARMS 
SHOW.  Free appraisals.  

Bring your guns!
www.TulsaArmsShow.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 866-
461-0925

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our case managers 
simplify the process & work 
hard to help with your case.  
Call 1-888-510-3017 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward 
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner and Speedmaster. 
Call 888-690-2346

HEALTH HEALTH GUN SHOWGUN SHOWGUN SHOWGUN SHOW


