Fire Prevention
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Redfield Fire Department

2023 Fireman’s Banquet Recogmtwns
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Above, L-R, Medal of Valor, Stefan Schroeder, Tracy Schroeder, and Gordon Above, L-R, Firefighter of the year, Russel Jessen and Rookie Firefighter of the
Schroeder. year, Clae Hoots.
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Redfleld Fire Department
Water Safety Training

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Above, First and Second Place winners of the Redfield Fire Department coloring
contest.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Above, Redfield Fire Department teaches the Redfield School first graders about

fire safety.
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Doland Fire Department

Preschool and Kindergarten students at Doland School receive a visit to learn about fire safety
from Jesse Sell wzth the Doland Fire Department.
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Hitchcock Fire Department

October is Fire Prevention Month! The goal of
Fire Prevention Month (and week October 8th

14th) is to raise fire safety awareness and help
protect homes and families.In 1922, the National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) named the
second week of October Fire Prevention Week

in commemoration of the Great Chicago Fire in
1871.

DID YOU KNOW?

Installing reliable protection and being proactive
is important to help keep your loved ones safe
from a fire or carbon monoxide emergency.

* Almost 3 of every S home fire deaths resulted
from fires with no smoke alarms or no working
smoke alarms (NFPA)

* Carbon monoxide is the #1 cause of accidental
poisoning in the US (CDC)

e Unattended cooking is the #1 cause of home
fires (NFPA)

* A fire department responds to a fire every 23
seconds in America (NFPA)

Call 472-0822 to order

Hitchcock Fire Department teaches the 2nd Grade Hitchcock/Tulare Elementary

students about fire safety. yO ur pl‘ eSS tOday !
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Mellette Fire Department

Preschool, Kindergarten, First and Second Grade students at Northwestern receive presentations from Doug Stahl and Craig
Oberle with the Mellette Fire Department during Fire Safety Week.
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Mellette Fire Department

City Fire Dept.
Rural Fire Dept.
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THANKS \\

BRYSEN
SEAMAN

Fire Prevention

Key Fire Safety Tips

reach of children, preferably in a cabinet with a
child lock.
* Inspect electrical cords

* Watch your cooking
Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, grilling,
or broiling food. If you must leave, even for a

City Fire Dept.

Department in 2022.

Joined the

Employed by
John Schultz
Sponsored by

short time, turn off the stove.
* Give space heaters space

Keep fixed and portable space heaters at least
three feet from anything that can burn. Turn off

heaters when you leave the room or go to sleep.
* Smoke outside

Replace cords that are cracked, damaged, have

broken plugs, or have loose connections.

* Be careful when using candles
Keep candles at least one foot from anything that
can burn. Blow out candles when you leave the

room or go to sleep.

Rural Fire Dept. AGTEGRA

525 E 3rd St, Redfield, SD
(605) 472-2501
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Ask smokers to smoke outside. Have sturdy, deep

ashtrays for smokers.

* Keep matches and lighters out of reach

Keep matches and lighters

up high, out of the

Chief

City Fire Dept.

Rural Fire Dept.

%Asst. Chief
]

\\

THANKS

JAY HERMAN

Joined the
Department in 2007.
Employed by
USDA-NRCS
Sponsored by

Leo’s Goobp Foobp
602 N Main St. Redfield, SD

(605) 472-3540 //

City Fire Dept.

\\

THANKS

RoB LEwis

Joined the
Department in 2005.

Employed by
Northwestern School
Sponsored by
KimLicka
CONSTRUCTION

% 932 E 2nd St, Zell, SD //

* Have a home fire escape plan
Make a home fire escape plan and practice it at
least twice a year.

Continued on next page.
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Fire Prevention

Key Fire Safety Tips: Continued

¢ Install smoke alarms

Install smoke alarms on every level of your
home, inside bedrooms and outside sleeping
areas. Interconnect smoke alarms throughout the
home. When one sounds, they all sound.

* Test smoke alarms

Test smoke alarms at least once a month and
replace batteries once a year or when the alarm
“chirps” to tell you the battery is low. Replace
any smoke alarm that is more than 10 years old.
* Install sprinklers

If you are building or remodeling your home,
install residential fire sprinklers. Sprinklers can

contain and may even extinguish a fire in less time
than it would take the fire department to arrive.
Source: National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA®)
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Fire Prevention

NFPA announces “Cooking safety starts with YOU! Pay attention
to fire prevention” as official theme for Fire Prevention Week,

July 10, 2023 - The National Fire Protection
Association® (NFPA®) — the official sponsor of
Fire Prevention Week™ for more than 100 years —
has announced “Cooking safety starts with YOU! Pay
attention to fire prevention TM” as the theme for Fire
Prevention Week, October 8-14, 2023. This year’s
focus on cooking safety works to educate the public
about simple but important steps they can take to help
reduce the risk of fire when cooking at home, keeping
themselves and those around them safe.

According to NFPA, cooking is the leading cause of
home fires, with nearly half (49 percent) of all home
fires involving cooking equipment; cooking is also the
leading cause of home fire injuries. Unattended cooking
is the leading cause of home cooking fires and related
deaths. In addition, NFPA data shows that cooking is
the only major cause of fire that resulted in more fires
and fire deaths in 2014-2018 than in 1980-1984.
“These numbers tell us that more public awareness is
needed around when and where cooking hazards exist,
along with ways to prevent them,” said Lorraine Carli,
vice president of the Outreach and Advocacy at NFPA.
“This year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign will work
to promote tips, guidelines, and recommendations
that can help significantly reduce the risk of having a
cooking fire.”

Following are cooking safety messages that support
this year’s theme, “Cooking safety starts with YOU!

THANKS \\
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PIEHL
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October 8-14,2023

Pay attention to fire prevention”:

. Always keep a close eye on what you’re cooking.
For foods with longer cook times, such as those that are
simmering or baking, set a timer to help monitor them
carefully.

. Clear the cooking area of combustible items and
keep anything that can burn, such as dish towels, oven
mitts, food packaging, and paper towels.

. Turn pot handles toward the back of the stove.
Keep a lid nearby when cooking. If a small grease fire
starts, slide the lid over the pan and turn off the burner.

. Create a “kid and pet free zone” of at least three
feet (one meter) around the cooking area and anywhere
else hot food or drink is prepared or carried.

“Staying in the kitchen, using a timer, and avoiding
distractions that remove your focus from what’s on the
stove are among the key messages for this year’s Fire
Prevention Week campaign,” said Carli.

Fire Prevention Week is celebrated throughout North
American every October, and is the oldest public health
observance on record in the U.S. Entering it’s 101st
year, Fire Prevention Week works to educate people
about the leading risks to home fires and ways they can
better protect themselves and their loved ones. Local fire
departments, schools, and community organizations play
a key role in bringing Fire Prevention Week to life in their
communities each year and spreading basic but critical

fire safety messages.
THANKS

WEsLEY ROTHACKER
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Department in 2023
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City Fire Dept.

To learn more about Fire Prevention Week and this year’s
theme, “Cooking safety starts with YOU! Pay attention
to fire prevention,” visit www.fpw.org. Additional Fire
Prevention Week resources for children, caregivers, and
educators can be found at www.sparky.org and www.
sparkyschoolhouse.org.

For this release and other announcements about NFPA
initiatives, research and resources, please visit the NFPA
press room.

About the National Fire Protection Association®
(NFPA®)

Founded in 1896, NFPA® is a global self-funded
nonprofit organization devoted to eliminating death,
injury, property, and economic loss due to fire, electrical
and related hazards. The association delivers information
and knowledge through more than 300 consensus codes
and standards, research, training, education, outreach
and advocacy; and by partnering with others who share
an interest in furthering the NFPA mission. For more
information, visit www.nfpa.org. All NFPA codes and
standards can be viewed online for free at www.nfpa.
org/freeaccess.

Contact: Lorraine Carli, Public Affairs Office: +1 617
984-7275
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Candles may be pretty
to look at but they are
a cause of home fires —
and home fire deaths.
Remember, a candle is
an open flame, which
means that it can easily
ignite anything that can
burn.

“Candle with Care”
Blow out all candles
when you leave the
room or go to bed. Avoid
the use of candles in the
bedroom and other areas
where people may fall
asleep. Keep candles
at least 1 foot (30
centimeters) away from
anything that can burn.

Think  about  using
flameless candles
in your home. They

look and smell like real
candles.

IF YOU DO BURN
CANDLES, make sure
that you....

Use candle holders that
are sturdy, and won’t tip
over easily.

Put candle holders on a
sturdy, unclutter surface.
Light candles carefully.
Keep your hair and any
loose clothing away from
the flame.

Don’t burn a candle all
the way down — put it out
before it gets close to the

Fire Prevention
Candle Safety

candles.

Facts:

December is the peak
month for home candle

fires.

More than one-third of

home candle fires started

in the bathroom

Three of every five candle
fires start when things that
can burn are too close to

the candle.

Candles and Kids

S

FIRE

SAFETY
TIPS

Make sure smoke alarms are present and
working in your room

and roll

Crouch low or crawl

when escaping

If clothes are on fire, dash to safe, drop

holder or container.

Never use a candle if

oxygen is used in
home.

Have flashlights

the

and

battery-powered lighting
ready to use during a
power outage. Never use

Never leave a child alone
in a room with a burning
candle. Keep matches and
lighters up high and out
of children’s reach, in a
locked cabinet.

NS

Souices: Philipping Matienal Folice

Never leave

Unplug electrical appliances if not in use,
avoid electrical overloading

lighted candles unattended

“Life is the sum of all your choices.” — Albert Camus

Bl b .
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Plan Ahead! If a fire breaks out in your home, you
may have only a few minutes to get out safely once
the smoke alarm sounds. Everyone needs to know
what to do and where to go if there is a fire.
SAFETY TIPS

Make a home escape plan. Draw a map. Of your home
showing all doors and windows. Discuss the plan with
everyone in your home.

KNOW at least two ways out of every room, if
possible. Make sure all doors and windows leading
outside open easily.

HAVE an outside meeting place (like a tree, light
pole or mailbox) a safe distance from the home where
everyone should meet.

PRACTICE your home fire drill at night and during
the day with everyone in your home, twice a year.
PRACTICE using different ways out.

TEACH children how to escape on their own in case
you can’t help them.

Close doors behind you as you leave.

Fire Prevention

Escape Planning

IF THE ALARM SOUNDS...

If the smoke alarm sounds, GET OUT AND STAY
OUT. Never go back inside for people or pets.

If you have to escape through smoke, GET LOW AND
GO under the smoke to your way out.

CALL the fire department from outside your home.

FACTS

A closed door may slow the spread of smoke, heat, and
fire. Install smoke alarms inside every sleeping room
and outside each separate sleeping area. Install alarms
on every level of the home. Smoke alarms should be
interconnected. When one smoke alarm sounds, they
all sound.

According to an NFPA survey, only one of every three
American households have actually developed and
practiced a home fire escape plan.

While 71% of Americans have an escape plan in
case of a fire, only 47 % of those have practiced it.

One-third of American households who made an
estimate thought they would have at least 6 minutes
before a fire in their home would become life-
threatening. The time available is often less. And
only 8% said their first though on hearing a smoke
alarm would be to get out!
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There is something about the winter months and
curling up with a good book by the fireplace. But did
you know that heating equipment is one of the leading
causes of home fire deaths? With a few simple safety
tips and precautions, you can prevent most heating
fires from happening.

BE WARM AND SAFE THIS WINTER!

Keep anything that can burn at least three-feed
(one meter) away from heating equipment, like the
furnace, fireplace, wood stove, or portable space
heater.

Have a three-foot (one meter) “kid-free zone” around
open fires and space heaters.

Never use your oven to heat your home.

Have a qualified professional install stationary
space heating equipment, water heaters or central
heating equipment according to the local codes and
manufacturer’s instructions.

Fire Prevention

Heating Safety

Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned and
inspected every year by a qualified professional.
Remember to turn portable heaters off when leaving
the room or going to bed.

Always use the right kind of fuel, specified by the
manufacturer, for fuel burning space heaters.

Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen to stop
sparks from flying into the room. Ashes should be cool
before putting them in a metal container. Keep the
container a safe distance away from your home. Test
smoke alarms at least once a month.

Heating Equipment Smarts

Install wood burning stoves following manufacturer’s
instructions or have a professional do the installation.
All fuel-burning equipment should be vented to the
outside to avoid carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning.
Install and maintain CO alarms to avoid the risk of CO
poisoning. If you smell gas in your gas heater, do not

light the appliance. Leave the home immediately and
call your local fire department or gas company.

FACT
Half of home heating fires are reported during the
months of December, January, and February.
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Fire Prevention

Smoking & Home Safety

The place where we feel safest — at home — is where
most smoking-materials structure fires, deaths, and
injuries occur. Smoking materials are the leading cause
of fire deaths. Smoking material fires are preventable.

Smoking Safety

If you smoke, us only fire-safe cigarettes.

If you smoke, smoke outside. Most deaths result from
fires that started in living rooms, family rooms and
dens or in bedrooms.

Keep cigarettes, lighters, matches, and other smoking
materials up high out of the reach of children, in a
locked cabinet.

Put it Out

Use a deep, sturdy ashtray. Place it away from anything
that can burn.

Do not discard cigarettes in vegetation such as mulch,

potted plants or landscaping, peat moss, dried grasses,
leaved or other things that could ignite easily.

Before you throw away butts and ashes, make sure
they are out, and dousing in water or sand is the best
way to do that.

Smoking and Medical oxygen

Never smoke and never allow anyone to smoke where
medical oxygen is used. Medical oxygen can cause
materials to ignite more easily and make fires burn at
a faster rate than normal. It can make an existing fire
burn faster and hotter.

Electronic Cigarettes

Fires have occurred while e-cigarettes were being
used, that battery was being charged, or the device
was being transported. Batter failures have led to
small explosions. Never leave charging e-cigarettes
unattended. E-cigarettes should be used with caution.

Facts
The risk of dying in a home structure fire caused by
smoking materials rises with age.

One out of four fatal victim of smoking-material
fires is no the smoker whose cigarette started the fire.
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Over 80% of fire deaths occur in the home. Home fire
sprinklers can save lives and property from the fire.
They respond quickly and effectively to fire, often
extinguishing the fire before the fire department
arrives. Only the sprinkler closest to the fire will
activate, spraying water on the fire.

SAFETY TIPS

Home fire sprinklers save lives and property. In many
situations, a family who has survived a fire will also
have their “home” to live in and enough of the items
and space in their home to continue living their lives
as they did before.

The cost of a home fire sprinkler system in a new
home average $1.35 per sprinklered square foot
totaling an amount similar to what is spent for carpet
upgrades, paving stone driveway or a whirlpool bath.
Source: Fire Protection Research Foundation Study
2013.

A home fire sprinkler system can reduce the

Fire Prevention

Home Fire Sprinklers

homeowner’s insurance premium.

Fire departments typically use roughly 10 times as
much water as a fire sprinkler would use to contain a
fire.

Source: Fire Protection Research Foundation Study
2010.

Fire sprinklers are environmentally friendly. They can
reduce the amount of water run-off and pollution, fire
damage by up to 71%, and water usage to fight a home
fire by as much as 91%.

Source: FM Global and Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition
Study 2010.

Cigar smoke or burnt toast will not activate a fire
sprinkler. Only the high temperature of a fire will
activate the sprinkler.

A home fire sprinkler system is easy to maintain. Just
inspect your home to make sure the sprinklers are not
blocked by something that would prevent the water
from coming out such as paint and be sure the main
control valve is never turned off.

Home fire sprinklers are effective in cold and warm
climates. Guidelines have been created for the proper
installation of systems to avoid pipes freezing. A
home fire sprinkler system should be winterized the
same as you winterize a domestic water supply.

And Don’t Forget...

If MOVING into an apartment or condominium
building, make sure common areas and individual
apartments are sprinklered.

If BUILDING a new home or remodeling an existing
home, consider installing a home fire sprinkler system.

FACTS

*More than 2,500 people die in home fires each year.
oIf a home fire occurs, the risk of dying decreases by
about 80% when the home is equipped with a fire
sprinkler system.
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Fire Prevention

Cooking Safety

Cooking brings family and friends together, provides
an outlet for creativity and can be relaxing. But did
you know that cooking fires are the number one cause
of home fires and home injuries? By following a few
safety tips, you can prevent these fires.

“Cook with Caution”

* Be on alert! If you are sleepy or have consumed
alcohol don’t use the stove or stovetop.

e Stay in the kitchen while you are frying, boiling,
grilling, or broiling food. If you leave the kitchen for
even a short period of time, turn off the stove.

e If you are simmering, baking, or roasting food, check
it regularly, remain in the home while food is cooking,
and use a timer to remind you that you are cooking.

e Keep anything that can catch fire — oven mitts,
wooden utensils, food packaging, towels or curtains
— away from your stovetop.

If you have a small (grease) cooking fire and decide
to fight the fire...

* On the stovetop, smother the flames by sliding a lid

over the pan and turning off the burner. Leave the pan
covered until it is completely cooled.

e For an oven fire, turn off the heat and keep the door
closed.

If you have any doubt about fighting a small fire...
e Just get out! When you leave, close the door behind
you to help contain the fire.

e Call 9-1-1 or the local emergency number from
outside the home.

Cooking and Kids
Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet (1 meter)
around the stove and areas where hot food or drink is
prepared or carried.

FACTS

* The leading cause of fires in the kitchen is unattended
cooking.

* Most cooking fires in the home involve the kitchen
stove.
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