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WOODVILLE –  During the regular meeting of the Ty-
ler County Commissioners Court on Monday morning, 
the county recognized June as “Elder Abuse Awareness 
Month.”

Tracy Bellin with the Texas Department of Family and 
Protective Services, along with Tyler County Adult Protec-
tive Services (APS) advisory board members Rachel Had-
not and Elaine Jefferson were present on Monday.

Jefferson spoke of what the countywide board for APS 
does, and how it is seeking volunteers to help serve in rais-
ing funds, which go to help people in need, along with 
caseworkers with APS, who are looking after elderly resi-
dents who are victims of abuse and/or neglect.

Jefferson spoke also about what APS does. “They inves-
tigate reports of abuse or neglect and exploitation of adults 
who are elderly or have disabilities, and conduct investiga-

tions and provide services to those adults,” Jefferson said. 
The month of June is designated worldwide as Elder 

Abuse Awareness Month. The International Network for 
the Prevention of Elder Abuse and the World Health Orga-
nization began this month of awareness on June 15, 2006, 
at the United Nations in an effort to raise awareness.

According to the most recent statistics, each year an es-
timated 5 million (or 1 in 10) older Americans are victims 
of elder abuse, neglect or exploitation, which takes form 
in various guises, from financial fraud at the hands of a 
caretaker to manipulation on the phone or online from 
scammers.

Judge Milton Powers read the proclamation to codify 
June as Elder Abuse Awareness Month in Tyler County 
and spoke about the seriousness of the problem.

Reimbursement approved
Mary Nell Rainey, representing the Tyler County Court-

house Restoration Preservation Project, Inc., spoke to the 

officials on Monday, about the importance of historical 
preservation. “Once it’s gone, it’s gone,” she said.

The incorporation was formed in 2014, and raised funds 
through various efforts, including through the sale of vari-
ous books and collectible Case knives, which are available 
at Heritage Village. 

Rainey said she has also been actively involved in the coun-
ty’s historical commission, which has the job of “looking 
around Tyler County and seeing what needs to be preserved.” 
Kay Timme, on behalf of the Tyler County Historical 
Commission, spoke about the replacement of front doors 
on the first and second levels of the courthouse, which the 
Restoration Preservation Project was offering funds to re-
imburse, up to $65,000.

Sarah Clymer also spoke on behalf of the group, and 
said it is important that the group gives the gift back to the 
county for the finishing touches on the courthouse.

See  COUNTY ➩ Page 5A

THE ALABAMA-COUSHATTA TRIBE’S

SUMMER POW WOW

County recognizes ‘Elder Abuse Awareness Month’

The Alabama-Coushatta 
Tribe’s summer Pow Wow 
drew more than 300 tribal 
dancers, along with family 
members and friends, on 
Saturday.
The event, held on the trib-
al land veterans’ pavilion, 
was a well-attended cul-
tural event that is now in 
its 55th year, full of danc-
ing competitions and tribal 
drumming.
Rep. Brian Babin and wife 
Roxanne attended with 
family, and enjoyed the 
festivities (left). Above: A 
tribal dancer performs for 
the crowds.
DONNA HAMMER | TCB

Lawsuit filed against 
recovery center
Plaintiff seeking $1.8 billion in damages

By Chris Edwards
news@tylercountybooster.com

WOODVILLE – A lawsuit has been filed 
against Cypress Lakes Lodge (d/b/a Cy-
press Lake Recovery) in Woodville in the 
88th District Court. The suit was brought 
by Fidel Garza, an Austin resident, who 
sought treatment at the facility, and al-
leges multiple sexual assaults occurred on 
the premises.

The facility, which is located near 
Woodville, is a 30-bed, inpatient residen-
tial substance abuse treatment and recov-
ery center. According to its website, it of-
fers holistic treatment, including equine 
and music/art therapy.

Garza is seeking $1.8 billion in damag-
es, and allege gross negligence, failure to 
provide adequate security and institution-
al misconduct. He claims that the alleged 
actions led to “severe harm to the victims.”

The damages sought are for pain and 
suffering, medical costs, punitive damages 

and systemic reform in order to prevent 
future incidents at the facility.

The Booster reached out to Cypress 
Lake Recovery for a statement, and did 
not receive any at press time. Garza said 
the suit is currently in the pre-trial discov-
ery phase, with a hearing scheduled for 
July 29.

“They’re claiming things never hap-
pened,” Garza said. “This company needs 
to take accountability for their actions.”

Garza said he ended up at Cypress 
Lakes Lodge in July of 2024, when he re-
alized he needed help battling a mental 
health crisis.

He said that in his time there, he grew 
concerned “about a number of facility is-
sues that could be resolved with proper 
protocols, training and safety procedures,” 
and that he told facility personnel about 
sexual assault incidents.

Garza cited several concerns he ob-
served within the facility, including inad-
equate staffing and improper monitoring 
of residents.

Summer cattle management tips
Planning and necessary steps equal a great outcome

By Trinity S. Smith

As the summer months are now upon 
us, most people are preparing for their va-
cations to some far away paradise in the 
tropics or abroad to one of the wonders of 
the world. Meanwhile farmers back home 
are faced with some challenges to be dealt 
with to maintain healthy livestock to in-
clude things such as: pests and parasites, 
heat stress and shading, water access, 
minerals and salt, as well as winter forage 
preparations and we’ll discuss manage-
ment strategies for each.

Pests and parasites are a major nuisance 
for livestock producers because they vec-
tor or spread diseases and pathogens 
which then will affect the overall per-

formance of the livestock. The common 
pests to cattle are flies, mosquitos, ticks, 
and worms, each a vector of a panel of 
diseases that could harm the cattle. The 
reproductive success can be jeopardized 
because of being too stressed out caus-
ing a cow to not be successfully bred or 
if she is presently pregnant these pests 
or parasites could cause her to abort the 
pregnancy and that is a huge loss to the 
producer. It has been determined by ani-
mal scientists that the meat quality of an 
animal can be determined by each of the 
aforementioned situations so minimizing 
the severity of each is crucial to produce a 
healthy quality animal.

See  TIPS ➩ Page 3A
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2577 N. Wheeler | Jasper
409-384-5781

People you can talk to... Professionals you can depend on...

113 West Holly | Woodville
409-283-8218

FM 1414-Chapel | Burkeville
409-565-2216

Proctor’s Mortuary
Direct Cremation $1,295

409-331-1322 | proctorsmortuary.com

LIFE TRIBUTES

www.easttexasnews.com

Tyler County Nutrition Center

SENIOR MENU
JUNE 16-20

Monday 6/16: Smoked Sausage, Potatoes Au Gratin, 
Black Eyed Peas, Cornbread, Dessert

Tuesday 6/17: Meatballs with Egg Noodles, Carrots, 
Salad, Bread, Dessert

Wednesday 6/18: Soft Tacos, Refried Beans, Nachos, 
Dessert

Thursday 6/19:  CLOSED

Friday 6/20: Fish, Sweet Potato Fries, Slaw, 
Hushpuppies, Dessert
 Follow us on Facebook!

Seniors 60+ $3 • Under 60 yrs. old $10
Serving time: 11:30-12:30 m-f

All meals are to be consumed at the center.

201 Veterans Way | Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-2400

Allan Shivers
Library & Museum

 

302 N. Charlton St., Woodville, TX 75979
409-283-3709 • ashivers.library@gmail.com

You don’t know what you’ve been missing.
Coming soon: Summer Reading Program 

- call for details.
Upcoming Events
•Used Book Sale: Every Wed and Fri, 9am-1pm
•Museum Tours: Tu-Fri 10am-3pm; Sat 10am-2pm
•June 12 (Th): Workforce Solutions; 9am-4pm
•June 12 (Th): TDCJ Hiring; 10am-3pm
•June 12 (Th): Summer Reading Program; 10am
•June 13 (Fri): Creative Zone; 10am
•June 13 (Fri): Dungeons & Dragons 3.5; 10am-3pm
•June 13 (Fri): Summer Reading Program; 2pm
•June 13 (Fri): Teen Takeover; 5-7pm; call for details
•June 14 (Sat): Chess Tournament; 9:30am
•June 16 (Mon): Needles and Pins Quilting Bee; 
  9am-1pm
•June 17 (Tu): Summer Reading Program; 10am
•June 17 (Tu): Senior Reading Group; Noon; 
  new members welcome
•June 18 (Wed): Summer Reading Program; 
2pm  Education Explorers; ages 6-10; 10am

When is the last time  
you visited the library?

Ann Sturrock
Ann Brandon Sturrock, 88, passed away 

with family members at her bedside on June 
2, 2025, in Sugar Land, Texas.

Born on September 21, 1936, Ann grew 
up in Palacios, Texas, and graduated from 
Palacios High School. She continued her 
education at Texas A&M University-Corpus 
Christi and the University of Houston.

She married John (G.W.) Sturrock of 
Colmesneil in 1963, and the couple had four 
children: Staci, Brandi, Brett, and Kyle, who 
died at childbirth.

She is survived by her husband, three 
children and brothers Thomas Brandon and 
Kenneth Brandon; sister-in-law Georgene 
Stubblefield Brandon; and numerous cous-
ins, nieces and nephews.

Ann was predeceased by her parents 
Thomas and Trude Ann Brandon, who ran 
Brandon Dry Goods on Main Street in Pa-
lacios for decades, and sister Becky Brandon 
Bolling Osland.

A memorial service will be held at 11 
a.m. Saturday, July 12, at First Presbyterian 
Church of Sugar Land, with a reception fol-
lowing.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests do-
nations to an animal rescue organization of 
your choice. 168

Billy Tolar, Sr.
Billy Wayne “Bill” Tolar, Sr., 81, of 

Doucette, Texas, passed away Tuesday, June 
3, 2025 at his residence.

Visitation began at 12:30 p.m. until 2 
p.m. service time on Saturday, June 7, 2025 
at Stringer & Griffin Funeral Home Chapel 
with burial following in Magnolia Cemetery 
all in Woodville. Officiating was Brother 
Milton Powers. Serving as pallbearers were 
Billy W. Tolar III, Ryan Weaver, Travis 
Weaver, Ricky Kenner, Brad Tolar, and Chris 
LeBlanc. Honorary pallbearers are Casey 
Tolar, Marc Tolar, Lane Weaver, Clint Tolar, 
and Justin Tolar.

Bill was born May 19, 1944 to LeRoy and 
Dorothy Belle Grammer Tolar in Woodville, 
Texas. A longtime resident of Doucette, he 
was a 1962 graduate of the old Kirby High 
School in Woodville. He worked for many 
years in the family business, starting out 
with Magnolia Grocery, then North Mag-
nolia Grocery and Tolar’s Feed, retiring in 
2003. He enjoyed hunting, fishing, farming, 
and spending time with his grandbabies.

He was preceded in death by his parents, 
LeRoy and Dorothy Tolar; wife of 43 years, 
Diana Tolar; and brother, Jerry Tolar.

He is survived by his sons, Billy Wayne 
Tolar, Jr. and wife Krystal of Woodville, and 
Bobby Tolar and wife Jennifer of Woodville; 
daughter, Glenda Tolar Hicks and husband 
Leslie of Silsbee; brother, Jesse Tolar of 
Doucette; sisters, Sherry Kenner and hus-
band John of Woodville, and Kathy Weaver 
of Doucette; grandchildren, Matthew Hicks, 
Kaitlyn Hicks, Billy Wayne Tolar III “Trey”, 
Kaylee Tolar, Madison Tolar, Jackson Tolar, 
Huxley Tolar, Cason Reid, and Hunt Reid; 

and numerous other family and friends.
Memorials may be made to First Baptist 

Church Doucette, P.O. Box 835, Doucette, 
Texas 75942.

Services are under the direction of String-
er & Griffin Funeral Home in Woodville.285

Rickie Davis
Rickie Ray Davis, 72, of Woodville, 

passed away peacefully on May 31, 2025.
Born in Manila, Arkansas, to Earl and 

Desi Pearson, she lived in Woodville for 
many years.  She retired from United Air-
lines as a flight attendant. A country girl 
through and through, she was a true ani-
mal lover, having numerous dogs, cats, and 
horses. She enjoyed taking care of them 
and seeing that each was loved.  

Rickie was a beautiful lady inside and 
out. She always had a smile on her face and 
a kind word to share. She and David were 
married for thirteen years and had blended 
their families, but the word “step” was nev-
er in her vocabulary. She loved all her chil-
dren and grandchildren equally, and each 
one knew just how much they were loved.  

Rickie was preceded in death by her fa-
ther, Earl Pearson, and her mother, Desi 
Sipes Pearson.

She is survived by her loving husband of 
thirteen years, David C. Davis; Daughters, 
Sherrie Wright and husband, John, Celeste 
Evans and husband, Rodney, Krystal Tolar 
and husband, Billy and Kourtney Adams 
and husband, Chess; grandchildren, Lind-
sey Gray and husband, Josh, Rodney Alan 
Evans, Jr., Hunter Beltz, Sophia Evans, Billy 
“Trey” Tolar, III, Kaylee Tolar, Chesney Ad-
ams and Addison Adams; great grandchil-
dren, Jayce and Ella Gray; sister, Carlene 

Grady and husband, Harold; dear friend 
and sister-in-law, Paulene Greer and a host 
of other family members and friends.

A small memorial service will be held at 
a later date.

Services are held under the direction of 
Riley Funeral Home, Woodville. 255

Thomas Jordan
Thomas “George” Thurman Jordan of 

Woodville, Texas, passed away in the early 
hours of Wednesday, June 4, 2025.

George was born in Camden, Texas, on 
January 29, 1942, and raised in Livingston. 
He served bravely for his country in the 
US Navy for 20 years and then retired.  He 
loved spending time with his family and 
traveling with his wife, Sue, by his side.

Thomas was preceded in death by his fa-
ther, Charlie Coker Jordan; mother, Luella 
English Jordan; stepmother, Pauline Jor-
dan; and a sister, Gloria Jean Jordan.

He is survived by his loving wife of 61 
years, Carolyn Sue Jordan; daughter, Kar-
en Kay Piatek and husband, Stanley; son, 
Thomas Thurman Jordan, Jr.; grandchil-
dren, Amanda N. Aswell and husband, 
Bradley, Eric D. White, Liberty K Goins 
and husband, Justin and Dallas C. Jordan; 
step granddaughter, Erica Smith; great 
grandchildren, Hailey R. White, Brandon 
D. White, Bryce E. Aswell, Elliott Goins 
and Levi Goins; step great grandchildren, 
Jayden Rojas and Savanna Rojas; sister, 
Almedia Ann Dawson and husband, Clar-
ence and a host of other family members 
and friends.

A funeral service was held on Saturday, 
June 7, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. at the Woodville 
Methodist Church, with burial following at 
the Center Grove Cemetery in Polk Coun-
ty. Visitation was held Saturday from 1 p.m. 
until the time of the service.

Serving as pallbearers will be Tommy 
Jordan, Jr., Brandon White, Stanley Piatek, 
Dallas Jordan, Brad Aswell, and Justin 
Goins.

In lieu of flowers, the family asked that 
donations be made to the Juvenile Diabe-
tes Research Foundation International, 

https://www.jdrf.org, or the Pediatric Brain 
Tumor Foundation, https://curethekids.
org. 

Services are held under the direction of 
Riley Funeral Home, Woodville. 277

Amy Teague of Colmesneil submitted the winning Big 
Woods Nature Trail Photo-of-the-Month for May. She 
captured the Southern sugar maple’s leaves shortly af-
ter one of our many rains this year. Amy shared that “the 
green you see now will become beautiful fall foliage, with 
leaves turning vibrant shades of red, yellow and orange. 
This photo reminds me of the maple tree my dad had 
in the backyard that I used to climb when I was a kid.” 
The Big Woods Nature Trail is across the parking lot from 
the Pickett House at Heritage Village. Thirty native Texas 
trees have identification signs – including a maple tree. 
Take time to view the native trees as you walk the shaded 
trails, and submit your photo to next month’s contest.

BIG 
WOODS
TRAIL 
PHOTO 
WINNER 

ANNOUNCED

Scott School reunion approaching
From Staff Reports

WOODVILLE – All students and gradu-
ates of Scott School are welcome to at-
tend an upcoming alumni picnic event, 
which will take place on Saturday, July 
5 at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Hall, lo-
cated at 1703 West Bluff in Woodville.

The picnic will take place from noon 
until 6 p.m., and admission is $30 per 
person. Payment is due by June 21.

The organizers of the event are look-
ing forward to seeing everyone, and in-

vite all graduates and students from the 
old Scott School to “come out and help 
us keep the ‘Panther Pride’ alive.”

Payment can be sent to either Beverly 
Hickman, at PO Box 653, Doucette, TX 
75942. Hickman can also be reached at 
Beverlyhickman59@gmail.com or by 
phone at 409-659-8875. Payment can 
also be sent to Helen Malvo at 5715 
Springdale Lane, Beaumont, TX 77708. 
She can also be reached by email at 
Helenmalvo@att.net or by phone at 409-
201-2151.
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TYLER COUNTY WEATHER FORECAST
THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

Information sourced from weather.com

Scattered Thunderstorms
83º/72º

Chance of Rain 48%

Scattered Thunderstorms
85º/73º

Chance of Rain 36%

Scattered Thunderstorms
85º/73º

Chance of Rain 42%

Scattered Thunderstorms
87º/73º

Chance of Rain 42%

PM Thunderstorms
89º/74º

Chance of Rain 43%

Partly Cloudy
91º/75º

Chance of Rain 24%

Isolated Thunderstorms
91º/74º

Chance of Rain 32%

Forecast Fire Danger
twc.tamu.edu

Fire Danger Rating
Low Moderate
High Very High
Extreme

Are you interested inAre you interested in
 Tyler County history?  Tyler County history? 

Tyler County

 Historical Commission

COME

 VISIT

US! 

Our mission is to protect

 & preserve the history of Tyler County. 

 We meet at the Allan Shivers Board Room

 2nd Tuesdayof the month at noon.

tylercountyhc.org

Visit Heritage Village for items about Tyler County

Books •Courthouse Knives •Ornaments •Etc

Low Cost Pet Wellness Low Cost Pet Wellness 
& Spay/Neuter Clinic& Spay/Neuter Clinic

Walmart • 10am-3pm
800 Gibson • Jasper

Every 3rd 
Thursday of the Month

Must have appointment for surgery
For information: www.dehartvetservices.com • 903-312-6422 or 903-590-7722

Tractor Supply • 10am-3pm
1820 US Hwy 190 • Livingston

Every 2nd
Tuesday of the Month

Students from across Tyler County are participating in the county-sponsored Summer Work Program. Terry Allen, who leads the program, said there are 20 participants this sum-
mer. The program has been going on for 16 years, and on Monday morning, the participants visited a session of the Tyler County Commissioners Court to see county governmental 
business conducted. CHRIS EDWARDS | TCB

Ready for what?
“Every child will come to school ready to learn ... “ sounds 

reasonable and causes many to wonder how else could kids 
come to school? Assumptions (not valid) are made that all 
children are reared in loving, structured homes that teach 
children the readiness skills they will need to be successful 
in school. Assumptions (not true) are made that readiness 
skills means knowing academic skills like counting and let-
ters. Although some children may come to school knowing 
the alphabet, able to count, or even in a few cases to read, 
these are NOT readiness skills. Many parents willingly pur-
chase books or videos to help their children learn academ-
ics without understanding that there are far more important 
skills children need to be successful in school. The result is 
frustration, misunderstanding, failure and lost opportuni-
ties for parent-supported, student-school achievement. If 
readiness isn’t the old “three Rs,” reading, writing, and arith-
metic, what exactly is it? How do children get it? 

The Weekly Reader magazine for children published, in 
February 1982, a list of what they considered readiness. The 
list included: 1) being able to listen to directions, without 
interrupting, for five to ten minutes to a poem or story; 2) 
being able to hear similarities and differences in sounds and 
rhyming words; 3) being able to see likenesses and differ-

ences in pictures, 
designs, patterns, 
and shapes; 4) be-
ing able to under-
stand direction 
words such as up/
down, top/bot-
tom, over/under, 
and quantity words 

such as little/big, empty/full; 5) being able to speak clearly, 
to contribute to discussion and to retell stories or poems; 6) 
being able to think, to give reasons for his/her opinions, to 
generate ideas, to solve problems; 7) being able to adjust, to 
accept new situations or changes without excessive worry 
or fear, to be able to ask for help appropriately, to be able 
to lose as well as to win; 8) being able to play cooperatively 
with other children, to share, take turns, take responsibility 
for group functions; 9) being able to work, to stay on task 
until completion, to follow directions and to take pride in 
his/her work. 

Twelve years ago educators had concerns we all share 
about children learning skills that would help them succeed 
prior to coming to school. All of the skills listed are what 

children should COME TO SCHOOL KNOWING ... very 
plainly that means children should be learning and should 
be able to learn these skills in their homes. That means par-
ents should be able to teach these skills to their children. Not 
one of the skills mentioned above involves directly teaching 
to any child the alphabet, numbers, counting, colors, shapes 
or reading. Each readiness skill does, however, play a criti-
cally important part in how well children are able to learn 
when they do begin school. The responsibility for getting 
children ready to learn clearly lies with parents or other car-
ing adults. The secret of teaching of readiness lies in having 
daily experiences throughout each child’s early years which 
provide opportunities for learning. 

Readiness doesn’t mean teaching WHAT, it means teach-
ing HOW to learn. Parents only have a few hours each day 
to spend learning with, listening to and teaching young 
children in their care. Use those hours to read stories, work 
puzzles, to talk to children about what they are seeing and 
hearing, to encourage children to try, to learn new skills, and 
to take children to interesting places such as zoos and muse-
ums. Doing so will place children at the top of the readiness 
list when time for school arrives and almost certainly assure 
success.

It Still 
Matters

By Darby Kethan
darbykethan@gmail.com

Jail Booking Report for June 2-8

William Franklin White, III, 51, of Ivanhoe – Driving while intoxicated (third or more); 
Possession of controlled substance PG 1<1 gram
Kaden James Essary, 21, of Spurger – False drug test falsification device
Jordon Jamal Grant, 35, of Beaumont – Driving while license invalid /w/ previous con-
viction
Merv Donnell Hadnot, Jr., 29, of Beaumont – Possession of marijuana <2 oz.
Dylan Adam Hicks, 18, of Woodville – Criminal mischief >=$750<$2,500
Steven Cody Jordan, 35, of Village Mills – Aggravated assault with deadly weapon
Jden Mckael Broussard, 18, of Woodville – Minor in possession 
Bernice Joyce Pittman, 19, of Colmesneil – Driving while intoxicated BAC >=0.15

Everett Powell and Cliff Flowers are pictured with Chester Lions president Duane Jordan 
at the club’s June 5 meeting. They are now new club members.  
PHOTO BY CHUCK DAVIDSON

Veterans’ birthday celebration planned
WOODVILLE – The Tyler County Veterans Service center is having their annual birth-

day party for any veteran who is 90 years of age or older and has not previously been 
honored, on Wednesday, June 25 at 1 p.m. at the Nutrition Center. Please contact their 
office at 409-283-3751, or 409-283-2493 by June 16 if you plan on attending.

JAIL BOOKINGS

Management strategies that can be 
taken to reduce pests and parasites in 
cattle include chemical methods such 
as spraying of insecticides to control 
flies and even mosquitos. If one is ad-
verse to using chemical methods of 
fly control an alternative method of 
biopest control that is proving be very 
effective is employing the use of para-
sitic wasps that prey on the fly larvae. 
Many large-scale cattle operations and 
feedlots are moving towards the use of 
these wasps to help reduce the depen-
dency of agrochemical use and the po-
tential harmful side effects they could 
pose to both human and cattle health.

Heat stress and shading are both 
other considerations that are contrib-
uting factors to livestock productiv-
ity. Providing cattle with places to get 
out of the sun exposure boils down to 
good welfare and husbandry practices 
to reduce animal cruelty, while ani-
mals such as cattle are more adapted 
to heat than humans are, even cattle 
have a limit. Ways to improve cattle’s 
resistance to heat can be accomplished 
first by building structures they can 
get under or perhaps grazing them in 
pastures that have natural sun block-
age areas - trees. Another way to lessen 
the stress on the cattle from the heat is 
through genetics, research has shown 

that cattle with red or white coats are 
more tolerant of extreme levels of heat 
as opposed to their black counterparts.

It should go without say that water 
is a very important for cattle, like any-
thing else they need water to stay alive 
and so providing them with either 
water troughs that can be filled up as 
needed or digging and filling a pond 
are the only two ways to provide wa-
ter for livestock, so a short and to the 
point matter.

Providing salt and mineral blocks 
for cattle is an excellent way to make 
sure they are sound from the molecu-
lar level and up. Salt is extremely essen-
tial for life much like water and cattle 
crave it very powerfully. They also are 
known to go to great lengths to get it 
if it is absent in their diets, often re-
sorting to eating materials cattle nor-
mally wouldn’t eat and that can be very 
dangerous. Setting out salt blocks is a 
direct way to provide the cattle with 
a proper amount of salt that they can 
lick at their leisure. Minerals are essen-
tial for bodily functions and condition 
scores, functions such as reproduction 
and lactation in particular require a 
highly rich bounty of energy which is 
very taxing on the individual cow and 
these are acquire through minerals: 
calcium, potassium, etc. as mentioned 
body condition to include skeletal in-
tegrity, and muscle growth need min-
erals for growth, minerals are pretty 
important.

Last but certainly not least is winter 

forage production which is a means 
that farmers can produce feedstuff for 
their cattle - hay. Common winter for-
ages for the east texas area are crops 
such as legumes like red and white 
clovers which are highly nutritious, 
or grains such as oats, barley, rye and 
even grasses like ryegrass, or even root 
crops such as turnips and radishes are 
all great selections depending on your 
preference. It is worth noting these are 
just some of many choices. But wait, 
there is a bigger consideration than 
what crop species to use, and that is 
how great of quality soil do you have. 

If you are unsure about the quality of 
your soil and you live in the east Texas 
area, consider sampling your soil and 
sending it to either your county exten-
sion agent or the soil analysis lab at 
Stephen F. Austin State University in 
Nacogdoches. The soil lab has its rates 
listed online and has a selection of dif-
ferent levels of analysis with the prices 
listed, but get your samples in early. 
They are very busy and receive samples 
from nearly everywhere so it may take 
a while to get your analysis back but 
is most definitely a wise expense and 
rather affordable for the services pro-
vided.

Cattle summer management, just 
like any other time of the year, is a mat-
ter of careful planning and necessary 
step taking to ensure the best quality 
and healthcare of ones’ cattle and these 
are just some suggestions to help boost 
productivity, hopefully it helps.

TIPS
continued from page 1A
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There is a point in the unravel-
ing of a nation when the distance 
between law and lawlessness blurs 
until both are indistinguishable. 
That point has arrived in the Unit-
ed States. Its presence is visible 
not in the halls of Congress or the 
slogans of campaigns, but in the 
shattered lives of nearly a million 
people suddenly rendered state-
less, many of them our neighbors, 
co-workers, and friends.

In the space of just a few weeks 
the U.S. government, with the 
Supreme Court’s blessing, has re-
voked Temporary Protected Sta-
tus (TPS) for close to a million 
Haitians, Nicaraguans, Venezue-
lans, and Cubans. People who, un-
til days ago, lived and worked here 
legally, paying taxes, raising chil-
dren, contributing to the econo-
my, have been recast as “illegal” 
overnight, their futures erased by 
a pen stroke. At the same time, 
a sweeping new travel ban was 
imposed, barring them not only 
from re-entry but, in practical 
terms, from returning to their 
countries of origin. Their home-
lands which are racked by chaos, 
poverty, or political repression 
will not take them back. Nor will 
any third country. These are not 
simply deportees or immigrants. 
They are the new American state-
less. Men, women, and children 
who now exist in a legal and moral 
vacuum of America’s own making.

The consequences are immedi-
ate and harrowing. Thousands are 
being warehoused in private jails 
and ICE detention centers in Flor-
ida and across the country, sleep-
ing in shifts on concrete floors, 
denied any clear legal process or 
hope of resolution. Some, accord-
ing to reports in the Washington 
Post, are locked in shipping con-
tainers in foreign airports because 
neither the U.S. nor their home 
governments will accept them. 
When desperate detainees spell 
“SOS” with their bodies in the ex-
ercise yard, and ICE officers look 
on from helicopters, the old plati-
tudes about American justice and 
compassion ring hollow.

All this is happening with the 
approval, or at least the indif-
ference, of much of the political 
class. Florida’s Cuban-American 
Republicans who have long been 
champions of immigration for 
their own communities have 
gone silent as their constituents 

are swept up in mass detentions. 
Some politicians blame the cri-
sis on their opponents. But these 
claims ring false in the faces of 
families split apart and commu-
nities thrown into chaos. Even 
formerly sympathetic voices have 
turned, as one Republican leader 
confessed: “You were at the party, 
a member of the club… and sud-
denly the U.S. government says 
no. These Cubans who have been 
very used to gold star treatment at 
immigration, not only did they get 
turned away, they got turned into 
jail.”

None of this can be called gov-
ernance. It is in every meaningful 
sense a collapse of law into spec-
tacle. Rights and protections are 
now handed out or revoked with 
the changing winds of executive 
whim. A Haitian, Nicaraguan, or 
Venezuelan who arrived in the 
U.S. a decade ago as a legal resi-
dent can wake up one morning 
to find themselves illegal, unem-
ployable, and subject to indefinite 
detention. There is no process, no 
appeal, no place to go. The law is 
no longer a shield, but a weapon, 
a tool for the punishment of the 
unlucky and the profit of the pow-
erful.

What purpose does this serve? 
Not public safety. Immigrants, as 
even the Cato Institute affirms, are 
less likely to commit crimes than 
native-born Americans. Not eco-
nomic prosperity. South Florida’s 
low unemployment and surging 
growth are fueled in large part by 
the very immigrants now being 
rounded up. Nor is there any fea-
sible plan for removal. The forced 
statelessness of so many people, in 
defiance of international norms 
and common sense, leaves them 
nowhere to go, while private pris-
on operators rake in hundreds 
of millions in federal contracts. 
As one Miami Herald editorial 
observed: “It’s not just law en-
forcement. It’s a kind of lawless 
enforcement, with profit the only 
consistent thread.”

The one thing governments do 
excessively well is legislate, and 
most of that is directed at solving 
a particular problem in a dramatic 
and supposedly final way.

It’s kind of like your dad losing 
his mind in the front seat of the car 
when the kids are acting up. He’ll 
finally snap and threaten everyone 
with a whupping unless the bicker-
ing stops.

Dads eventually grow past that 
phase and mellow a bit. Not so 
much with the government.

Take flying, for instance. After 
9-11, and the advent of the execra-
ble Patriot Act, anyone wanting to 
board a flight, regardless of whether 
it’s in a puddle jumper within a state 
or international, passengers must 
arrive at the airport roughly two 
hours early to navigate the relent-
less rigamarole that the TSA says is 
required.

Because of school shootings, 
which are heinous indeed, all school 
campuses look like prisons, with 
gates and fences and warning signs. 
I recently took a trip to the town 
where I went to high school, only to 
find I couldn’t even see the school 
because of the cinder-block fence. It 
wasn’t the only school like that.

I attended a rock concert on 
Friday (Styx, Kevin Cronin, Don 
Felder) at the Cynthia Woods Pa-
vilion in The Woodlands, but you 
would have thought I was boarding 
a plane at GWB in Houston; there is 
a clear bag policy in place, and hosts 
of rules to follow, and all this after 
you pay to get into the area. You also 
have to go through metal detectors 
and have the contents of your pock-
ets examined.

With the exception of the smaller 
counties, most courthouses require 
the same type of security, what with 
detectors and scanners (Heaven for-
bid you forget your nail clippers at-
tached to your keyring). 

Even on an individual level, there 
are more and more gated communi-
ties, Ring cameras, dashboard cam-
eras (both front- and rear-facing), 
and even more technological doo-
dads “designed for your protection. 
Your safety is our concern.”

The world is not a safe place, I 
think we all can agree; however, 
while the bad guys are still being 
bad guys, and bad things keep hap-
pening, why haven’t the safety mea-
sures put in place shown any effec-
tiveness?

Or, more importantly, why 
haven’t our fearless leaders realized 
that punishing the entirety of the 
country only deters good people 
from taking advantage of opportu-
nities for travel and entertainment? 
It’s almost like that’s the point — 
keeping the population in check, 
since everyone is staying locked up 
at home. But even that wasn’t effec-
tive, as the idiocy surround mask 
mandates showed.

In all of the measures taken for 
safety and security purposes, the 
one thing that remains missing is 
dealing with the root causes of the 
problem at hand. Therein lies the 
largest problem of all; the muddled 
groupthink of liberalism and its 
need to coddle.

For instance, in Trump’s first 
term when COVID broke out, he 
proposed pausing travel and immi-
gration from certain countries, such 
as China, where the virus actually 
came from. He also put a hold on 
immigration from certain countries 
in the Middle East to combat terror-
ism. In each case, and many more 
like it, he was labeled a racist.

There are many more examples 
to illustrate that particular point, 
but the bottom line is that stopping 
the bad guys is a problem. Because 
of that, the liberal “dads” in the front 
seat of the U.S. station wagon are 
punishing everyone, and us “kids” 
are getting more and more frustrat-
ed because the bad apples don’t care.

The only solution to these and 
many more problems lies in the 
root causes, and that will require a 
government willing to represent its 
people correctly.

Or, in the words of the great 
Ronald Reagan, “We must reject 
the idea that every time a law’s bro-
ken, society is guilty rather than 
the lawbreaker. It is time to restore 
the American precept that each in-
dividual is accountable for his ac-
tions.”

Tony Farkas is editor of the Trin-
ity County News-Standard and the 
San Jacinto News-Times. He can be 
reached at tony@polkcountypub-
lishing.com.

Page 4A | TYLER COUNTY BOOSTER | Thursday, June 12, 2025

U.S. PRESIDENT
Donald J. Trump  
The White House,

 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500

Comments #: 202-456-1111

GOVERNOR
Greg Abbott

PO Box 12428 Austin, TX 
78711-2428 

Phone: 800-843-5789

US SENATORS
John Cornyn 

 5300 Memorial Dr., Ste 980
Houston, TX 77007

713-572-3337

Ted Cruz 
 The Mickey Leland
 Federal Building, 

1919 Smith St., Suite 9047, 
Houston, TX 77007 

713-718-3057

CONGRESS 
US Congressman 36th Dist.

Brian Babin
Tyler County Courthouse

100 W. Bluff St.
Woodville, TX 75979

409-331-8066

STATE SENATOR
District 3

 Robert Nichols:
2915 Atkinson Dr.
Lufkin, TX 75901
936-699-4988

STATE REPRESENTATIVE
District 9

 Trent Ashby:
2915 Atkinson Dr.
Lufkin, TX 75901
936-634-2762

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
District 7

Matt Robinson
313 FM 517 W

Dickinson, TX 77539
281-635-1962

matt.robinson@tea.texas.gov

TYLER COUNTY 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

 Lucas Babin:
409-283-8136

TYLER COUNTY SHERIFF 
Bryan Weatherford:

409-283-2172

COUNTY JUDGE:
 Milton Powers

Phone: 409-283-2141

COMMISSIONERS
300 W Bluff St.

Woodville, TX 75979
Pct. 1 Joe Blacksher:

409-283-7013
Pct. 2 Doug Hughes:

409-283-7013
Pct. 3 Mike Marshall: 

409-283-7623
Pct. 4 Charles

 “Buck” Hudson:
 409-283-7013

CITY OF CHESTER:
• Mayor  Robert Poynter
• City Hall: 936-969-2360

CITY OF COLMESNEIL
• Mayor Duane Crews

• City Hall: 409-837-5211

CITY OF IVANHOE
• Mayor Skip Blackstone
• City Hall: 409-283-3299

CITY OF WOODVILLE:
• Mayor Amy Bythewood
• City Hall: 409-283-2234

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
Pct 1

Judge Tina Self
409-283-3631

Pct 2
Judge Ken Jobe

409-283-6320
Pct 3

Judge Mike Hughes
409-283-6320

Pct 4
Judge James “Jim” D. Moore

409-429-3488

CONSTABLES
Pct 1 Ronnie Ford

Pct 2 Casey Whitworth
Pct 3 Tony Reynolds
Pct 4 Anthony Ross

GOVERNMENT
OPINION

MEETINGS

COMMISSIONERS COURT
2nd Monday • 10am

CITY OF CHESTER
1st Monday • 6pm

CHESTER ISD
2nd Monday • 6pm

CITY OF COLMESNEIL
2nd Tuesday • 7pm
COLMESNEIL ISD

2nd Monday • 6pm
CITY OF IVANHOE
3rd Thursday • 6pm

SPURGER ISD
3rd Thursday • 7pm

WARREN ISD
4th Monday 

CITY OF WOODVILLE
2nd Monday • 6pm
WOODVILLE ISD

3rd Monday • 7pm 

County • City 
School Board

www.easttexasnews.com

Gary Borders

Meditations
‘ n Musings

By Chris Edwards
news@tylercountybooster.com

Newsroom
Chris Edwards, Editor 
news@tylercountybooster.com
Classified Advertising
& Subscriptions 
classified@tylercountybooster.com

Display Advertising
Donna Hammer
donna@polkcountypublishing.com

Design Desk
Beth Faircloth, Page Design Editor
beth@polkcountypublishing.com

TEXAS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION

MEMBER 
2024

409-283-2516 
easttexasnews.com

CORRECTIONS: If you see an error in this newspaper that reflects on the character, standing or 
reputation of any person, firm or corporation, please bring it to our attention. We will investigate 
and correct any errors.
DISCLAIMERS: Advertisements published in this newspaper are from organizations and citizens. 
The statements and opinions expressed in these advertisements are their own and do not imply 
an endorsement of the Polk County Publishing Company, its newspapers or employees. Opinions 
expressed in columns are those of the writer and not necessarily those of this newspaper.  
POSTMASTER: Periodical postage paid at Woodville, TX. Please send address changes to  
PO. Box 339, Woodville, Texas 75979. (USPS 645-560)

ALVIN HOLLEY, OWNER
KELLI BARNES, PUBLISHER

Our offices are closed on Fridays and weekends.

Call to report undelivered newspaper or damaged machine

Viewing it Differently

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The random cruelty of modern America Punishment as a blanket proposal

“GOD IS…”
Wanda Copes

Dear editor,
I know these vaccinations (see sidebar) prevent disease. 

Adults and children think they will get the disease or may 
cause permanent brain damage.

Know the facts: “Vaccination is prevention”. Adults: get 
vaccinated. Prevent your kids’ illness and get them vaccinat-
ed. Don’t expect the medical society to be with you 24 hours. 
You need to know what to do. You will avoid illness and so 
will your kids.

There are a list of vaccine-preventable infectious diseases, 
including anthrax; bacteria meningitis; chickenpox; influ-
enza; measles and tetanus.

Frankie Rogers,
US Navy, USAF Physician Assist., CPR Instructor,
Former Woodville health inspector for 17 years

Recommended vaccinations for all ages:
Children – By the time all children reach age 2, they should 

have had the following: HepB; DTaP; Hib; Polio; PCV; MMR; 
Varicella; Influenza. Boosters should follow at intervals rec-
ommended by the child/teen’s pediatrician.

Adults 19-49 – Tetanus, diphtheria every 10 years; flu and 
pneumonia for those with medical/exposure indications

Adults 50-49 – Tetanus, diphtheria every 10 years; flu an-
nually

Adults 65+ – Tetanus, diphtheria every 10 years; flu annu-
ally; pneumonia

Same as it ever was
A warning to all 

three of you who 
read this stuff I write 
(probably two now, 
because the one guy 
who thinks I use 
Google to reference 
basic historical facts 
likely has tired of my scrawlings): what 
follows might come as a direct contradic-
tion to a piece I wrote last year in this same 
space. 

I wrote about how the coming reunions 
of bands like Acid Bath and Cross Cana-
dian Ragweed signaled something good on 
the horizon, and yes, even though they’re 
not my cup of ale, Oasis and Creed also got 
mentioned in that column.

One band that will likely never return 
to the stage (at least to play music) is the 
Talking Heads, and I’m not really that mad 
about it.

Following the quartet’s acrimonious 
1991 breakup, it took until 2023 for them 

to come back together to work 
as an entity to re-release albums, 
do the talk show circuit and to 
tour for screenings of their clas-
sic 1984 concert film Stop Mak-
ing Sense. However, what fans 
really wanted was a tour, or at 
least an appearance at Coach-

ella, or just some sort of shindig where the 
four of them were on a stage with their re-
spective instruments, playing music, you 
know, “burning down the house.”

Again, the idea coming from my soap-
box that a band should not reunite to play 
live seems to spit in the face of things I’ve 
written about the aforementioned greats, 
as well as the mighty Jawbreaker, another 
favorite band that seemed terribly unlikely 
to reunite, but did several years ago. Talk-
ing Heads are an exception to this.

Last week, online media sources were 
abuzz with the idea that the New York City-

See  JIM➩ Page 5A

See  MUSINGS➩ Page 5A
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540 State Park Road 56
Livingston, Texas 77351 

936.563.2WIN 
NASKILA.COM

One entry for every 250 base points June 1-28. Weekly finalists may only participate and qualify once for the Grand Finale. 
Visit Naskila.com/promotions or see Players’ Club for details.

Saturdays, June 7, 14 & 21 | 8 PM – 10 PM 
Saturday, June 28 | 7 PM – 9 PM 

20 winners each week will take a swing at Cash, 
FreePlay and their spot in Mack’s Grand Finale

MACK’S GRAND FINALE 
Saturday, June 28 | 9:30 PM

16 ALL-STAR finalists will score big with Mack
• FreePlay Prizes
• Gallery Furniture Gift Certificates
• One MVP will win $25,000 in Cash

This is not unique in history. Think of 
Hannah Arendt’s chilling account of state-
lessness in twentieth-century Europe, when 
the collapse of law turned refugees into 
human flotsam, shuttled from border to 
border by bureaucracies that denied their 
very existence. “A system in which the law 
is no longer the law is not just tyrannical, 
it is chaotic and ultimately suicidal,” Arendt 
wrote. America is now living this truth. It is 
not the severity of the law, but its utter un-
predictability, its willingness to make or un-
make lives by executive caprice, that marks 
a nation in decline.

Those who wield this chaos as a show 
of “strength” misunderstand the nature of 
real power. What we are witnessing is not 
strength, but panic, spectacle, and a clumsy 
theater of cruelty. There is no endgame, no 
plan to absorb, deport, or regularize the sta-
tus of these men, women, and children. The 
forced limbo of a million people is not just a 

humanitarian disgrace but a structural fail-
ure. It is the sign of a government that can 
neither enforce the law justly nor explain 
the purpose of its actions.

When law is no longer a guide to justice 
but a mask for arbitrary power, a nation has 
lost more than its way. It has lost its claim to 
legitimacy. This is not an abstract argument 
about borders but an indictment of a system 
that has become, in practice, indistinguish-
able from the failed states we once pitied or 
condemned. When those with the most to 
lose are made scapegoats for political gain, 
and the machinery of law grinds on for prof-
it alone, we are staring into the abyss.

The new stateless in America are only the 
latest casualties of our descent. What hap-
pens to them will decide if the United States 
can recover its purpose, or if this era of ran-
dom lawlessness is the beginning of some-
thing darker still.

Disclaimer: Jim Powers writes opinion col-
umns. The views expressed in this editorial 
are my own and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Polk County Publishing Company 
or its affiliates. In the interest of transpar-
ency, I am politically Left Libertarian.

JIM
continued from page 4A

City-spawned quartet would be perform-
ing live at some point. A cryptic post on 
the band’s Instagram with the date “June 5, 
2025” set to the famously ominous bassline  
of “Psycho Killer” set imaginations ablaze, 
but the big reveal was that the band released 
a proper music video for the song, starring 
Saoirse Ronan.

The video reveals a manic existence for 
Ronan’s character, who is seemingly going 
about a normal day, but at an exceedingly 
manic pace.

“Psycho Killer”’s cinematic debut came 
in time to celebrate the Talking Heads’ 50th 
anniversary, and will be accompanied by a 
proper re-release of the band’s first couple 
of albums, and I’m sure at some point in 
the near future, the four of them will again 
make the rounds of late-night talk shows and 
whatnot. 

Here’s the deal with the Talking Heads: 
David Byrne, the famously eccentric front-
man and wearer of that really, really big suit 
in the Stop Making Sense movie, has long 
poo-poohed any talk of a reunion. Who 
knows what all went down between Byrne 
and his bandmates? All we the public have 
are the records full of those great songs, and 
some of us who are old enough to remem-
ber and lucky enough to see them live, have 
those memories.

When musicians bury hatchets and get 
along well enough to go through the grueling 
paces of putting on performances, that’s one 
thing. As a sidenote: bookmakers are taking 
bets on whether or not that Oasis trainwreck 
will last even three shows into that band’s re-

union tour, but I digress.
If the four members of the Talking Heads 

are getting along well enough to collaborate 
on marketing, music videos, album reissues 
and film screenings, why should we, the pub-
lic, expect a further compounding and com-
plication of that relationship with the rigors 
of touring, or even one-off performances?

Reportedly, the band turned down around 
$80 million last year to do Coachella and a 
string of six or seven shows as a headliner. 
If a band leaves that kind of money on the 
table, then the members know their limita-
tions.

Then again, it could also be that the mem-
bers feel they’re too out-of-practice to play 
those songs live again. Aside from a three-
song set at the 2002 Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame induction ceremony, the Heads have 
not performed live since 1985.

Who are we to impose our desires on 
people who are unwilling to do that thing 
we desire? Put yourself in their shoes: would 
you want to be stuck on a tour bus or onstage 
with someone whom you did not want to be 
around?

Then again, there’s also the aspect of how 
a Talking Heads show would be received in 
this day and age. Fans, like myself, who love 
the band for the songs and the blending of 
different musical idioms, would enjoy the 
performance and treasure it, but a whole 
new generation that wears the T-shirts, but 
doesn’t know the music, would spend the 
whole show on their phones taking selfies, 
which flies in the face of what the Heads’ 
concert experiences were said to bring to au-
diences. 

Absent the live, extremely immersive ex-
perience of a Talking Heads show, I’ll stick to 
spinning my copy of Remain in Light. Same 
as it ever was…same as it ever was.

MUSINGS
continued from page 4A

Other Business
During Monday’s meeting, the Tyler 

County Commissioners Court also ap-
proved the following items on its agenda:

• The approval of a truck driving acad-
emy reimbursement agreement was made 
for county workers. Tyler County will pay 
for training for employees, provided they 
agree to stay working for the county for 
four years.

• The county voted to approve an infor-
mation technology (IT) and cyber security 
board. Donald Calhoon IV spoke about 
this item, and said that although no names 
were vetted yet, it should have three or four 
people who have IT knowledge and finan-
cial knowledge. Pct. 1 Commissioner Joe 
Blacksher said the board would be neces-
sary for the county, going forward, due to 
compliance with cyber security laws now 
in effect.

• The county approved the rental of an 

aviation gas (AVGAS) truck for the Oct. 25 
Fall Fly-in and Food Truck Festival event 
at the Tyler County Airport, which is be-
ing hosted by the Tyler County Chamber 
of Commerce. Blacksher said the $1,200 
rental fee will be paid out of an economic 
development fund, and the county will 
contract with Jimmy Andrews Trucking for 
the transport.

• A monthly donation from Riley Funer-
al Home for the senior activities at the Ty-
ler County Nutrition Center was approved. 
Blacksher said the donation was greatly ap-
preciated, and added that in spite of loom-
ing federal cuts to programs such as Meals 
on Wheels, the county will continue to take 
care of its senior citizens through the nutri-
tion center program.

• A compensation for the county’s sum-
mer youth work program for $45,000 was 
approved, and transferred to the county’s 
Child Safety Fund. Terry Allen, who has 
led the program for 16 years, said there are 
20 participants this year, and those students 
in the program attended Commissioners’ 
Court on Monday to see how county gov-
ernment functions.

COUNTY
continued from page 1A

Elaine Jefferson and Rachel Hadnot with the Tyler County Adult Protective Services 
advisory board spoke about the problem of elder abuse during Monday’s meeting of 
the Tyler County Commissioners Court. The county recognized June as Elder Abuse 
Awareness Month. CHRIS EDWARDS | TCB

Commissioners Joe Blacksher, Doug Hughes, Judge Milton Powers and Commissioner 
Mike Marshall accepted a gift from the Tyler County Courthouse Restoration Preser-
vation Project, Inc. Kay Timme, Mary Nell Rainey and Sarah Clymer were on hand to 
present to the court. CHRIS EDWARDS | TCB
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936-653-3888 
service@wolfcreekair.com 

3601 FM 224 | Coldspring

Call us for your  
A/C, Heating, or Insulation needs

TACLB021695C

A good name is rather to be chosen 
than great riches. - Proverbs 22:1

Moseley Construction
General Contractor 

Waterfront Construction Specialist
MAILING
296 Fern 
Livingston, Texas 77351

PHYSICAL
2055 FM 3126 
Blanchard, Texas

OFFICE  936-967-8032      FAX  936-967-8033
EMAIL  mosco@dmoseley.com

Auto | Home | Mobile Home | RV
Boat | Motorcycle | Life | Commercial

SR-22s

612 Pan American Dr. (next to Boot Barn) • 936-327-3804
Call today for a free quote!

 Propane • Cylinder & Motorhome Filling
Home Deliveries • Tanks • Sales and Rentals

GE & Hotpoint Appliances • Sales and Service Heaters
Rheem Water Heaters • Rinnai Water Heaters

(Propane, Natural & Electric) In House Financing

Competitive Pricing and excellent service on all your propane needs.

Consumers L-P Gas  
& Appliance Co.

FM 1617 at Hwy. 195 • Trinity, TX (behind Roadside Park)

You can be sure day or night! 
Call 936-594-2156

30 Years
Experience

Ph: 936 247 2963 

Decorative Concrete Garden Bed Edging 
& Landscape Irrigation Services    

Livingston Tx. 

TCEQ# LI0030310

• Yard work - Mowing - Mulch - Drainage - Sod  
• Residential & Commercial Sprinkler Systems  

Complete Body  
& Frame Repair 

Free Estimates
All Insurance Claims Welcome

4300 US Hwy 190 W | Livingston
whitestarrcollision@gmail.com | 936-967-2777

Chris White, owner | 1-CAR • ASE • STG

“We are the Experts”
Serving for 40 years

281-592-4997
willcoxroofing.com

We build Metal Buildings &
Barndominiums

PondsSite Prep
Land Clearing

701 W. Church
LIVINGSTON, TEXAS 77351

888-212-0054
HighlineFast.com

Leveling - Waterleveling - Beams 
Pylons - Concrete Blocks 

Roof Covers - Deck - Floors  
FREE Estimates • Senior Citizen Discount
For Your Protection Insured since 1980

AMTEK

936-328-1434

HOUSE LEVELING

Bulkheads & Bulkheads & 
BoathousesBoathouses
Ivy Construction, LLCIvy Construction, LLC

936-239-2357936-239-2357
www.ivy-construction.comwww.ivy-construction.com

Dogwood
Rentals
Rodney Smith

409-200-9072
We rent equipment

WANNA GET ON        
OUR                 LIST?

409-283-4507 

PUMPING • NEW INSTALLS • REPAIRS

Auto & Diesel Repair
Cars & Diesel Pick-Up Trucks

+ Heavy Haul Trucks

2510 US Hwy. 69N, Woodville

409.268.3601

Boathouses - Piers - Docks - Decks

Steel & Wood Bulkheads

Timber Bridges - Marinas

www.shoretechmarine.com 
936-662-5100

Over 40 years of Design & Construction Experience

Dallas Hatton Agency 
Manager 
409.283.2424 
dhatton@txfb-ins.com

16 Lanes • Kitchen • Party Rooms 

Full Bar • Leagues • Pool Tables 

Arcade • 5 Flat Screen TVs

936-967-BOWL (2695)

6900 US Hwy 190 W • Livingston

Donald Schulze 
FREE ESTIMATES! Cell: 281-381-0244 

A/C & HEATING

INSURANCE

GAS/PROPANE FLOORING

SEPTIC

LAWN & GARDEN

AUTO REPAIRS

GENERAC CONTRACTOR/INSTALLATION

BOWLING

PAINTING

FEATURED BUSINESS OF THE WEEK

CONSTRUCTION

LAND CLEARINGINTERNET SERVICE

HOUSE LEVELING

CONSTRUCTION

ELECTRIC

PLUMBING RENTALS

East tExasBusiness Directory

Advertising builds business
Reach 50,000 homes & businesses in four newspapers!

Starting at $30/week (minimum 4 weeks)
To advertise, call your local newspaper

TRINITY COUNTY NEWS-STANDARD • TYLER COUNTY BOOSTER
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100 Southpoint Loop [Southpoint Shopping Center] Livingston • 936-327-3770

El Burrito
MEXICAN RESTAURANT

“We are the Experts”
Serving for 40 years

281-592-4997
willcoxroofing.com

WANNA GET ON        
OUR                 LIST?

409-283-4507 

PUMPING • NEW INSTALLS • REPAIRS

MTZ PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICES

Free Estimates

• Tree Trimming & Removal
• Dangerous Takedowns
• Stump Removal
• Land Clearing
• 100% Insured
• Residential & Commercial

936-238-5910  |  936-219-7098

Jose Martinez, owner

GREAT SATISFACTION GUARANTEED!

INSURED
Free EstimatesFree Estimates
Reasonable RatesReasonable Rates
Tree RemovalTree Removal
TrimmingTrimming
Storm DamageStorm Damage
Tree ToppingTree Topping
Lot ClearingLot Clearing
Bush HoggingBush Hogging
Stump GrindingStump Grinding

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
DANGEROUS
TAKE DOWNS

DEAD TREE
REMOVAL

COMPLETE
CLEAN-UP

Owner:Owner:
Emmanual JassoEmmanual Jasso

Phone: (936) 225-2630Phone: (936) 225-2630
or (946) 707-9661or (946) 707-9661

eaprofessionaltreeservice@gmail.comeaprofessionaltreeservice@gmail.com
www.eandatreeservice.comwww.eandatreeservice.com

RESTAURANT

SEPTIC TREE SERVICE

ROOFING ROOFING

East tExasBusiness Directory

This past week was 
a good one for your 
old outdoor scribe. 
I’ve enjoyed some 
red hot catfish catch-
ing, spent time set-
ting up a corn feeder 
on my little place in 
hopes of keeping a 
sounder of hog from 
ripping my heavily 
laden pear tree apart 
and wrapped things 
up with a trip to Na-

cogdoches for a deer hunting show presented by the East 
Texas Chapter of the Dallas Safari Club. So come along, let 
me recap the week, I think you might enjoy backtracking my 
trail with me.

FIRST THE HOGS Let’s begin with the hogs. I live about a 
quarter mile from some remote bottomland that connects 
to a 15,000 ranch on one side and a 2,000 acre wetland on 
the other. It seems most of my good friends own tracts of 
land they often refer to as ‘My little place”, most of which I 
have the pleasure of spending time on hunting and fishing 
on. These ‘little places’ are tracts of land ranging from 45 
acres up to over a thousand. Not exactly little in my estima-
tion.  Now I live on a bit less than 4 acres and thanks to a 
thick strip of woods along the property line and the ability 
of wild hogs to smell pears from a great distance, I too now 
have “My little place” on which to hunt, well sort of!  Let me 
explain. 

Early last week, I noticed a couple of patches of wild 
onions in my lawn freshly rooted by wild hogs. I’m a hog 
hunter from way back and can spot hog sign as quickly as 
a Dallas commuter hits the gas when the light turns green.  
The scored ground was made by none other than Mr. Porky 
and friends. I called this area of my property ‘lawn’ but that 
isn’t exactly the best word to describe the 3 acres that is com-
prised of every species of grass and weed known to north 
Texas.   I intentionally leave a 40 yard strip of trees and brush 
along the fence line that connects to another strip of cover 
that eventually leads to the big ranch and the wetland. Some 
of my friends ask why I don’t clear the brush and leave the 
trees and I explain I leave this for wildlife. Raccoons, pos-
sums, skunks, squirrels, an occasional deer and wild hogs 
from time to time take advantage of my little wildlife refuge. 

We have a big pear tree near the wild onions on the edge 
of the wooded strip and it’s loaded this year. Squirrels knock 
a lot of the immature pears down during the day and the 
wild porkers were quick to smell them and begin a nightly 
visit to feed on the fruit. This tree is about 70 yards from our 
house. The temptation was way too much for me. I have a 
corn feeder that I pulled off a ranch I hunt in the shed and 
decided to hang it from a low hanging limb from a big oak, 
just a few feet from the pear tree. I put a trail camera on 
it and noted about 20 hogs eating first the pears and then 
the corn. Bottom line is I now have two big sows and 18 
pigs coming to the spot on a nightly basis. My story is that 
I placed the feeder there not to attract hogs to my yard but 
to keep them from breaking down the low handing limbs 
of my pear tree. I have a very accurate Seneca 50 caliber 
Dragon Claw air rifle topped with and AGM Rattler thermal 
scope that I’ve used to harvest many hogs. I’ve been losing 
a bit of sleep each night because of the porkers. I turn in 

pretty early but wake up about ten thirty, grab my thermal 
monocular, and quietly ease out the front door and video 
the pear eating pigs. We will see what develops the next few 
days. There might just be a big Fourth of July pig roast in 
the near future thanks to a porker taken on my ‘little place’!   

CATTIN’ WITH A FRIEND  We outdoor folks make friends 
and bond quickly, especially after spending time together 
hunting and fishing. Glenn Miller from Millers Grove has 
been reading my column for the four decades I’ve been 
writing about the outdoors. Glenn invited me to fish with 
him a couple months ago and we became friends instantly. 
You’ve met folks like that I’m sure; people you felt you knew 
all your life. Well, the channel catfish bite over holes baited 
with soured grain (or not) is red hot at many lakes now and 
Lake Fork is no exception. Glen invited me to join him for 
a few early morning hours of fillet procurement. I was there 
at the dock bright and early. We fished his lethal homemade 
punch bait  on #6 treble hooks in water about 15 feet deep 
and boated a couple limits of some of the best eating in fresh 
water. With plenty of fresh fillets in the freezer, that Fourth 
of July pig roast might just have to be complemented with 
some freshly caught crispy fried catfish! 

ON TO THE DEER SHOW   To wrap my week up, I traveled 
to the deer show in Nacogdoches this past weekend hosted 
by the East Texas Chapter of the Dallas Safari Club. I travel 
alone quite a bit but absolutely love making trips with good 

friends. When David Cotton and his Dad Edgar invited me 
to ride along with them, I was all in. We cruised through the 
beautiful green east Texas country side with never a break 
in the conversation.  Edgar owns some prime bottomland 
in Kaufman County that is on a whitetail management plan 
under the expert supervision of our mutual friend Larry 
Weishuhn, aka. “Mr. Whitetail”.  Through the past few years, 
Larry, our friend Jeff Rice and I have become great friends 
with the Cottons and enjoyed many hunts and evenings 
around the campfire on their ranch. The event included a 
set down dinner in the evening, silent and live auctions and 
a couple of seminars by Weishuhn and Dr. James Kroll was 
a bit success. 

Matt Hughes, an official Boone and Crockett scorer, also 
gave a seminar on how to score whitetail deer using the 
Boone and Crockett system.  Our friend Jeff Rice had the 
video camera rolling to cover the event which will be seen on 
our weekly TV show “A Sportsmans Life” on both YouTube 
and Carbon TV. My part was minimal during the event but I 
was able to supply a bit of levity when asked about my inter-
est in turnips as a food plot staple. The Cottons always plant 
a large quanity of turnips in their food plots for deer and 
David recalled the time he drove to pick me up from an af-
ternoon hunt and I had my pack loaded with fresh turnips!  

Email outdoors writer Luke Clayton through his website 
www.catfishradio.org  

Luke placed a corn feeder adjacent his heavily loaded pear tree in hopes of giving the wild hogs invading his place some-
thing other than his delicious pears to eat. PHOTO BY LUKE CLAYTON

OUTDOOR
LIFELIFEBY LUKE CLAYTON
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One of my favorite things each spring is to 
head out to Hensley Produce and load up on 
fresh, homegrown produce.

Located at 369 Larry Hensley Rd. out 
Hwy. 190 West off of Sandydale Road, the fresh vege-
table farm and market is owned and operated by Larry 
and Shirley Hensley, who sell from their home market 
most days, depending on what vegetables have been 
harvested. They ask that you call ahead, however, be-
fore coming out to make sure someone is available. The 
number is 936-329-5665.

I’d heard they were opening mid to late May, but 
when I recently saw a Facebook post that said they 
were opening May 3, I immediately put it on my calen-
dar as a top priority and we headed there first, before 
subsequent trips to Lowe’s, CVS and HEB.

I selected new potatoes, onions, cucumbers and zuc-
chini. By the time we got there, they had already run 
out of yellow squash, but we still came away with two 
sacks full of fresh veggies.

There was one patty pan squash left, but I didn’t get 
it because I’ve never eaten a patty pan squash before 
and wasn’t sure how to cook it. I regretted that decision 
later, however, and will get some next time. I’ve yet to 
meet a type of squash I don’t like and it’s always a good 

time to learn new things.
Hensley Produce is an impressive operation – espe-

cially the four-generation family’s work ethic that has 
been instilled in each of those generations. Mr. Larry 
and Mrs. Shirley have been blessed with a passel of 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren and 
they all pitch in and help. On the day we were there, 
a daughter and son-in-law, granddaughter and grand-
son-in-law and a great-granddaughter were working. 

The great-granddaughter was looking for snakes, while 
also looking for little watermelons.

If you follow them on Facebook, you can even watch 
videos of their potato digger that was built in 1928. The 
classic piece of machinery – along with all the kids and 
grandkids – made short order of digging 65 bushels of 
potatoes just a few days ago.

The Hensleys reported that the cooler temps have the 
produce developing a little slower than usual. However, 
the recent rain helped, and now they say the squash 
and cucumbers are going crazy. They are watching the 
corn grow and hope to have red tomatoes in three to 
four weeks. They also reported that the purple hull pea 
plants are looking great and that they’re finding lots of 
little watermelons in the field.

I’m looking forward to going back when the toma-
toes are ready. And I’m sure we’ll get a watermelon 
or two for Hubby and Daughter. That’s their favorite 
snack this time of year.

I couldn’t wait to do something with the fresh new 
potatoes and onions and I had a head of cabbage in 
the crisper waiting for inspiration, so I made “Crispy 
Roasted Potatoes and Onions” and “Charred Salt and 
Vinegar Cabbage” that I served alongside some chili-
rubbed pork chops. Every bite was delicious. ■

“You don’t have to cook fancy or complicated masterpieces - 
just good food from fresh ingredients.”

– Julia Child

Crispy Roasted Potatoes and Onions
From coleycooks.com

1½-2 lbs. red skin or other waxy potatoes unpeeled, sliced about ¼-inch 
thick
1 medium yellow onion sliced about ½-inch thick, thicker than the pota-
toes
3 tablespoons olive oil
2 teaspoons kosher salt
Freshly cracked black pepper to taste
1 tablespoon fresh rosemary needles or about 1 teaspoon dried

Preheat the oven to 425 degrees and line a sheet pan with parchment 
paper.

Add the sliced potatoes and onions to a large bowl. Drizzle with olive oil, 
then sprinkle with salt, pepper and rosemary. Toss until the potatoes and 
onions are all evenly coated.

Spread the potatoes and onions out on the sheet pan in a single layer. 
Bake for 20 minutes, then use a spatula to toss the potatoes and onions 
around and flip some of them over. This doesn’t have to be perfect, just 
make sure you move them around a bit.
Bake for another 15-20 minutes or until the potatoes are golden brown 
and crisp in spots. Serve immediately.

Charred Salt and Vinegar Cabbage
From smittenkitchen.com

2 lbs. green cabbage, halved, cored, then cut into 1-to-2-inch 
chunks
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 teaspoon kosher salt
½ teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
2 tablespoons unsalted butter
4 garlic cloves, lightly smashed
1/3 cup vegetable broth
1/3 cup white vinegar
Sea salt, to finish

Preheat oven to 475 degrees.

On a rimmed 9-by-13-inch baking sheet, toss the cabbage with 
the olive oil, salt, and pepper to coat evenly, but leaving any 
chunks intact-that is, there’s no need to separate the leafy lay-
ers. Dot the butter over the top – it will melt in the oven. Roast 
for 15 minutes, until the cabbage is black in spots.

Use a spatula to turn the cabbage over and scatter the garlic 
cloves in the pan.

Return to the oven and roast for another 15 minutes, until the 
cabbage looks worrisomely charred (but it will be perfect, I 
promise). Pour the broth and vinegar carefully into the pan, and 
return it to the oven a final time, to roast for yet another 15 min-
utes, or until the garlic cloves are tender and the liquids have 
been reduced to a thin (or nonexistent) puddle. Finish with a 
sprinkling of sea salt, and good luck not eating the crunchy bits 
right from the pan.

BITE by BITE
Conquering My Culinary  
Bucket List One Dish at a Time

By Emily Banks WootenBy Emily Banks Wooten
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LOOK 
FOR HAZARDS
Potential Electric Hazards Are Closer Than 
You Think. 
Overhead powerlines and equipment, power 
pole guy-wires and underground lines need 
careful attention while you’re working outside. 
Look up and check your surroundings before 
raising a ladder or pole saw. Call 8-1-1 before 
you dig and take extra time when working 
near guy-wires.

800-458-0381
www.SamHouston.net 

Facebook.com/SamHoustonEC  SAM HOUSTON
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

TYLER COUNTY 
BOOSTER

205 W. Bluff
in Woodville

409.283.2516
easttexasnews.com

Subscribe 

Today!

By Becki Byrd

District awards for the Yellowjacket baseball team were 
announced this week. Several Yellowjackets earned ac-
colades. Waylon Sturrock was named Utility Player of the 
Year, Jesse Bittick Defensive Player of the Year, first Team 
Infield went to Jaxon Gay and Cutter Lowe, Will Thomason 
earned First Team Pitcher, First Team Outfield went to Rex 
Gilzow and Turner Johnson, Jayse Gay second team infield 
and Honorable Mentions were Kasen Citrano and Bryson 
Swanson.

Waylon Sturrock, Will Thomason and Cutter Lowe were 

selected to play in the Southeast Texas Coaches Association 
All-Star Classic on June 4, in Anahuac. 

Coaches Coleman Butter, Marty Thompson and Evan 
Stewart were also selected to help coach the East versus West 
teams. Thomason had one hit, Lowe had one walk, and Stur-
rock made a play in the field. 

Read selected for MVP award
The Southeast Texas Coaches Association Volleyball All-

Star game was also on June 4, in East Chambers. Lady Jack-
et Lily Read was selected to play for the West team. Read 
played extremely well and earned the MVP award. 

Lady Jacket Lily Read was awarded the MVP award for the 
West team in the Southeast Texas Coaches Association 
Volleyball All-Star game. BECKI BYRD | TCB

East vs West Southeast Texas Coaches Association Baseball Classic.  L-R: Coach Butter, Waylon Sturrock, Coach Marty 
Thompson, Cutter Lowe, Will Thomason, Coach Evan Stewart. BECKI BYRD | TCB

Baseball District awards named for ‘Jackets

B.A. Steinhagen
FAIR. Water stain; 75 degrees; 0.27 feet below pool. Very 

few anglers on the water. Expect fish to start pushing shallow 
as the water warms.

Livingston
GOOD. normal stain; 76 degrees; 0.39 feet above pool. 

White bass are great in 6-15 feet of water on wind blown 
points and ledges with white and chartreuse slabs. Catfish are 
in 1-4 feet of water on bulkheads with best action at daylight. 
Report by Michael Richardson, Lake Livingston Adventures.

Nacogdoches
GOOD. Water stained; 83 degrees; 0.14 feet below pool. 

Water clarity is heavily stained to muddy. Largemouth bass 
are fair on bladed jigs and swim jigs around shallow grass 
points. Crappie are good on main lake timber and brush 
piles in the creeks. Catfish are slow on cut bait or live min-
nows. Report by Cal Cameron, Cal’s ETX Guide Service.

Sam Rayburn
GOOD. Water stained; 80 degrees; 0.45 feet above pool. 

Water is being released and the level is slowly dropping. 
Numbers of bass are shallow in the buckbrush, so flip plas-
tics and jigs. Topwater bite around pencil grass and reeds. 
Grass and pads are coming back slowly. Target bass on points 
and drains with crankbaits, or with jigs and Carolina rigs off 
ledges and structure. Crappie are slowly move out to brush 
and timber. White bass are schooling off points. Catfish 
move out to deeper water and creek channels cut bait doing 
good. Report by Captain Lynn Atkinson, Reel Um N Guide 
Service.

Toledo Bend
GOOD. Water stained; 81 degrees; 0.61 feet below pool. It 

is finally summer time, everything around Toledo is getting 
right, most storms are gone and the sun is cooking. Bass are 
good. Shallow fish are still strong on frogs, topwaters, swim 
jigs and wacky-worms from 2-7 feet of water. The deeper bite 
is coming on strong in 14-18 feet of water with big crankbaits 
and Carolina rigs. A few great reports of 7 pound bass being 
caught at night with spinnerbaits, and buzzbaits along the 
edge of the flooded grass. Crappie are good on brush piles, 
standing timber, and main lake docks with jigs or live bait. 
The water temperature is starting to reach the mid to low 80s, 
pushing crappie out of the creeks. Report by Stephen John-
ston, Johnston Fishing.

Tyler
GOOD. Water normal stain; 75 degrees; 0.30 feet above 

pool. Crappie are good on brush piles with minnows and jigs 
in 10-16 feet of water. Catfish are good in 5-6 feet of water 
with liver and nightcrawlers. Bass are scattered with a fair 
topwater bite or feeler with trick worms, spinnerbaits and 
topwaters. Bream are good on red worms throughout the 
lake. 

Last week, the Warren War-
rior basketball coaches 
worked with a group of 
future Warriors and Lady 
Warriors, as they hosted the 
annual summer basketball 
camp. 
The turnout and effort were 
awesome, as these young 
hoopers put in the work to 
get better.
This week, volleyball camp 
began. In addition, summer 
workouts continue for the 
middle and high school ath-
letes.

COURTESY PHOTOS

EAST TEXAS 
FISHING REPORT
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

Write a letter to the editor of your local 
newspaper and explain what you think or feel 
about something happening in your 
community. Read some published letters to 
the editor for ideas.

Write a book review 
recommending a book for 
kids to read this summer.

Best Book of 
the Summer

The noun journal means a 
written record of a person’s 
experiences or memories.

JOURNAL

Try to use the word journal 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

I wrote a poem in my 
journal about my new 

kitten.

This week’s word:

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Look through the 
newspaper for five 
words that describe 
you. Write a journal 
page using each of 
these words in a 

sentence about YOU.
Standards Link: Language 

Arts: Identify adjectives.

That’s Me!

Journaling is like talking to a friend—but on paper!

We came home with many 

___________ memories from 

our visit to the theme park.

We started by riding the 

_________ boats. We took lots 

of photos as we floated down 

the ______________ canal and 

through a ___________ tunnel 

filled with singing __________ 

animatronics.

Then came the haunted house. 

My dad began to ___________ 

as we entered the dark hallway. 

Bats and __________ fluttered 

around us, and a ___________ 

ghost popped out of a dusty 

______________, making my 

mom and me ____________.

We decided to ride the huge 

___________ coaster together. 

As our train began to ________ 

up the lift hill, we had a great 

view of the park’s colorful 

_______________ and hedges 

shaped like _______________. 

We flew down the first big drop 

faster than a ______________ 

__________! I laughed and 

screamed at the same time as 

we swooped around curving 

_____________ and back into 

the _______________ station.

Ask a family member to give you some 
nouns, plural nouns, verbs, and adjectives. 
Write these words to �ll in the blanks of this 
silly story. Then, read it aloud to your family!

My grandmother gave 
me a journal. It’s a book 

full of blank pages! 
What do I do with it?

She said I can write about 
my day, my thoughts, my 
feelings, my dreams, or 

I can even draw pictures!

Sometimes when your 
brain feels full, writing 

things down can help you 
feel calm and clear again. 
Plus, when you get older, 
you can look back and see 
how much you’ve grown!

My journal helps me 
remember fun moments. 

It helps me understand my 
feelings. And it’s a place to 

come up with cool ideas, too!

Three things I am grateful for:

Write about a time you were really 
surprised.

You can use a pad 
of paper, or staple 

blank pages 
together to make 

a journal.

Replace the missing vowels in Kevin’s journal.

ANSWER: Because they would not stop tocking.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Students follow simple written directions.

Connect the paper to the journal.

Each day, pick a topic to 
write about. Here are a few 

examples…
Something 

fun I want to 
remember.

Right now I 
am feeling…

I think I’m 
feeling this way 

because…

Here’s a great 
idea that I 
thought of 

today!
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Father’s Day is a great day to honor 
all fathers, and it is especially a great 
day to honor godly fathers.  And yet 
not all fathers are godly, are they? 
Some fathers have misplaced pri-
orities.  They are busy working (and 
sometimes playing) and everything 
is left up to the wife to be the spiri-
tual leader of the family.  However, 
when I read Old Testament accounts 
of fathers, and later the New Testa-
ment scriptures pertaining to fathers, 
I learn that God has placed a very 
important responsibility upon all fa-
thers to be leaders.

  I remember promising God that 
our daughters would have a spiritual 
leader in their dad, and I wish I could 
say that I always made the right deci-
sions, but God knows I didn’t. How-
ever, I was always willing to repent. I 
still repent, because it is a part of my 
life to try to be like God’s Son. And 
even with all of the effort I put forth, 

I still fall short.
 Thankfully, because of God’s love 

for me and for all of the fathers out 
there, we still have time to keep try-
ing to do better.

  Fathers: What are your top pri-
orities?  Who, or what, comes first in 
your life?

  My dad changed as he got older, 
because he had forgotten to put 
Christ first in his life. Thankfully he 
did this while he still had time. How 
much time do you have?

Fathers, do not provoke your chil-
dren to anger by the way you treat 
them. Rather, bring them up with the 
discipline and instruction that comes 
from the Lord. (Ephesians 6:4;NLT)
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Woodville
Hardwoods, LLC

Clint Anthony

P.O. Box 2144 • Woodville

(409) 283-6106 • Fax (409) 283-6085

Honesty is our 

most important product.

Woodville Auto Sales

103 South Magnolia, Woodville

(409) 283-2878 Fax: (409) 331-9133

800-458-0381 • www.samhouston.net

SAM HOUSTON
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

LeAnn Overstreet, Senior Escrow Officer
318 W. Dogwood • 409-283-2582

loverstreet@tylercotitle.com • fax: 409-283-3777

BYTHEWOOD LEGAL SERVICES, PLLC
www.bythewoodlegal.com

AMY BYTHEWOOD
Attorney at Law

102 S. Charlton St.
P.O. Box 209
Woodville, Texas 75979

Phone: (409) 283-8800
Fax: (866) 265-8022

amy@bythewoodlegal.com

Please send us your upcoming church events.  Church news is published on a space-available basis free of charge.  
Send us an email at news@tylercountybooster.com or bring your event information to our office 

located at 205 W Bluff in Woodville. You can also call us at 409-283-2516. 

Caleb Spurlock, D.D.S.
General Dentistry & Orthodontics

1203 West Dogwood Street, Woodville
(409) 283-3721 • Fax (409) 283-2646

www.dentistwoodvilletx.com

Kountze
530 W. Monroe

P(409) 246-3466
F(409) 246-8700

Silsbee
490 Cemetery Rd.
P(409) 386-1000
F(409) 386-0001

Hardin
Memorial Park

418 Cemetery Rd.
(409) 386-1000

Broussard’s
Established 1889 The 

Preacher Says
By Keith Bellamy

TYLER COUNTY CHURCH DIRECTORY

APOSTOLIC

JESUS’ NAME APOSTOLIC 
TABERNACLE

120 FM 3290, Warren 547-2238

LAKESIDE APOSTOLIC 
4712 FM 92, Spurger 201-8295

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

493 CR 4450, Hillister  283-2725

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
404 N. Wheeler St., Colmesneil 

837-4496

HILLISTER ASSEMBLY OF GOD
493 CR 4450, Hillister

283-7549

OAK GROVE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
18459 FM 92 Rd. S., Fred  429-5318

SHADY GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH
Hwy 190 W. & CR 2175 

936-208-0453

TRINITY ASSEMBLY OF GOD
120 CR 1095, Woodville 

283-2447

ABUNDANT LIFE FELLOWSHIP 
12065 Hwy 190 E., Woodville 283-3324

BAPTIST

ALINE INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
250 FM 3065, Colmesneil

BETHANY BAPTIST
1880 CR 2570, Colmesneil

COMMUNITY BAPTIST 
15156 FM 92 Rd. S., Spurger  

429-3101

BEECH CREEK BAPTIST
437 CR 4540, Spurger | 

429-3537

BETHEL BAPTIST
334 FM 1943 W., Warren

547-3201

CALVARY BAPTIST
911 N. Magnolia St., Woodville 

283-2004

CAMPGROUND BAPTIST
295 CR 2075, Woodville 409-385-7350

CAMP ZION BAPTIST
268 CR 3100, Doucette

283-5497

CANEY CREEK BAPTIST
FM 1745, Chester | 969-2220

CHESTER BAPTIST
Chester | 969-2311

CHURCH NEW LIFE BAPTIST
105 Avalon Ct., Woodville

283-2333

CHURCH NEW LIFE BAPTIST
213 CR 1075, Woodville

283-7002

DOGWOOD HILLS BAPTIST
823 US Hwy 190 W., Woodville 

283-3202

EMMANUEL BAPTIST
Hwy 69, Colmesneil | 837-5260

ENON BAPTIST
FM 1745, Chester | 969-2394

FAIRVIEW BAPTIST 
3025 FM 92 S., Woodville 

489-3083

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  
WARREN

11645 US Hwy 69 S., Warren 
547-2215

FIRST BAPTIST DOUCETTE
2245 Hwy 69 N., Woodville 

FIRST BAPTIST COLMESNEIL
208 W. Elder St., Colmesneil  837-5439

FIRST BAPTIST SPURGER
12676 FM 92 S., Spurger 

429-3116

FIRST BAPTIST WOODVILLE
202 S. Charlton St., Woodville 

283-2588

FIRST SHILOH BAPTIST
114 CR 2310, Woodville  

283-8700

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
148 CR 3260, Colmesneil

HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH
3020 FM 2565, Woodville

HEBRON CHURCH 
504 CR 1875, Village Mills 

409-834-6240

HILLISTER BAPTIST
258 FM 1013 Rd., Hillister  283-3350

HILLTOP BAPTIST 
11472 US Hwy 190 E., Dam B 

409-550-6371

KATY BAPTIST
N. Pitzer St., Colmesneil  837-2022

LITTLE BAPTIST
351 CR 4494, Hillister

LITTLE FLOCK BAPTIST
1284 CR 4490, Hillister | 547-3336

MT. HOPE BAPTIST
400 N. Rail Road Ave.,

 Colmesneil

MOSS MILL MISSIONARY
 BAPTIST

Hwy 190 E., Woodville
283-3166

MT CARMEL BAPTIST
Hwy 255, Colmesneil | 283-7513

MT NEBO BAPTIST
13259 FM 1943 Rd E., Fred 429-5579

MT OLIVET BAPTIST
FM 92, Fred | 429-3234

MT SINAI BAPTIST
972 CR 3750, Colmesneil

283-8566

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
714 CR 4525, Warren

NEW PILGRIM BAPTIST
385 CR 4252, Woodville 283-7227

NEW SHADY GROVE BAPTIST
5514 US Hwy 190 E., Woodville 

283-2218

NEW ZION BAPTIST
CR 4415 off Hwy 92, Spurger 429-5089

PALESTINE BAPTIST
1346 E. Caney Loop, Chester  969-2524

PILGRIM REST BAPTIST
80 Cobb Mill Rd., Woodville 283-3904

PINEYWOODS BAPTIST
4945 FM 256 E., Colmesneil 837-9669

PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST
4274 FM 2992, Spurger 268-1129

PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST
401 Elm, Woodville | 283-3008

ROCKLAND BAPTIST
Rockland | 409-504-6124

SPRINGHILL MISSIONARY
 BAPTIST

Springhill Rd., Woodville  283-5792

TEJAS ROAD BAPTIST
Hwy 69 N., Colmesneil  837-9717

TRUE VINE BAPTIST
2626 US Hwy 69 N., Doucette 

283-6863

VICTORY IN JESUS BAPTIST
13626 FM 1746, Woodville  

409-429-3460

WARREN CHAPEL BAPTIST
1482 CR 4470, Warren

547-0165

WOODVILLE MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST

1446 FM 1746, Woodville

ZION HILL MISSIONARY
  BAPTIST

Hwy 69, Colmesneil | 837-2064

BIBLE
GRACE BIBLE FELLOWSHIP

23276 FM 92 S., Fred | 429-5115

CATHOLIC
OUR LADY OF PINES 

1601 N. Pine St., Woodville 283-5367

CHURCH OF CHRIST

HILLISTER CHURCH OF CHRIST
CR 4455 #1262, Hillister 

WARREN CHURCH OF CHRIST
357 CR 4475, Warren | 547-0064

WOODVILLE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST

Hwy 190 W., Woodville 283-5977

COGIC

WHITE’S CHAPEL
302 Blackgum St., Woodville 200-4676

HOUSE OF PRAYER 
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST

1098 CR 4470, Warren

COWBOY CHURCH
TYLER COUNTY COWBOY CHURCH

685 FM 256 N., Woodville  
409-200-2014

EPISCOPAL
ST PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1703 W. Bluff St., Woodville 283-3710

GOSPEL

WOODVILLE GOSPEL
 TABERNACLE  

1561 US Hwy 69 N., Woodville 
283-2156

JEHOVAHS  WITNESS
KINGDOM HALL JEHOVAH’S 

Highway 190 W., Woodville  283-7579

LUTHERAN

FAITH LUTHERAN 
704 W. Holly St., Woodville

238-7171

METHODIST

HOPEWELL FIRST 
CONGREGATIONAL METHODIST

190 E., Woodville | 283-2874

SPURGER METHODIST
13237 FM 1013 Rd., Spurger

429-3401

WARREN METHODIST
11774 US Hwy 69 S., Warren

WOODVILLE  METHODIST
508 W. Bluff St. | 283-2471

HOPE UNITED METHODIST
103 North Pecan, Woodville, TX 75979

409-200-2083

CHURCH OF CHRIST LDS

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
LATTER- DAY SAINTS

1000 N. Pine St., Woodville 283-2236

NON - DENOMINATIONAL

AGAPE CHURCH 
1102 FM 1745 N., Colmesneil 

426-2017

BELIEVERS TEMPLE FAMILY
203 W. Bluff, Woodville 

BIBLE BELIEVERS TABERNACLE
12978 US 69 S., Warren 

936-969-2220

FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
145 CR 1270, Warren | 547-0255

FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
123 CR 4260, Woodville 283-2161

NEW BEGINNINGS PRAISE & 
WORSHIP  

501 CR 3330, Colmesneil  837-2210

SEED OF FAITH WORSHIP 
CENTER

501 S. Beaver St., Woodville

VICTORY TEMPLE TRUE LIGHT 
HOLINESS CHURCH

1204 Cardinal Drive | Woodville
832-434-9728

WOODVILLE GOSPEL
 TABERNACLE

1561 US Hwy 69 N., | 
409-283-0090

PENTECOSTAL

FAITH TABERNACLE 
PENTECOSTAL

Hwy 1013, Hillister | 720-9864

THE PENTECOSTALS OF WOODVILLE
1613 W. Bluff St., Woodville 283-2049

PROTESTANT

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
16140 CR 4755, Warren 

409-547-3733

INTERDENOMINATIONAL

GOOD SAMARITAN 
FELLOWSHIP

21544 FM 92 S., Fred 
429-3777

CHURCH NEWS & EVENTS

Fairview Baptist planning 
Winter Bible School

DAM B – Fairview Baptist Church will host 
Winter Bible School Monday-Thursday, Febru-
ary 17-20, 2026 from 5:30-7:30 pm. Fairview is 
located at 3025 FM 92 South across from the Dam 
B Fire Dept.

This year’s Winter VBS is titled “Heroes”.  The 
focus will be on Moses, Noah, Joseph and David.

A meal will be served each night at 5:30 pm.  
After the meal the children will begin at differ-
ent sessions…Bible Stories, Mission Stories and 
Crafts.

Our church is eagerly waiting to welcome your 
children to this free event. Please call 409-384-
0492 for more details.

Spurger Methodist 
offering quail class

SPURGER –   Spurger Methodist Church is 
pleased to offer a free class to  the community 
on “Raising Quail”.  This event will be held on Sat-
urday, June 21, at the Spurger  Methodist Church 
at 10 a.m. in Spurger, Texas.  Please call 713-398-
1540 for any questions and to pre-register.   It is 
important to pre-register.

Father’s Day

A fool rejects his father’s discipline,
But he who regards reproof is sensible. Proverbs 15:5
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  home of Texas
      Sports Hall of Fame
  5  former Ranger 
      catcher Rodriguez
  6  TXism: “slim and
      ____” (unlikely)
  7  Corpus Christi AM
  8  “Gone to Texas”
      meant “on the ___”
  9  TXism: “missed it
      __  _ country mile”
12  TXism: “_____
      graze” (eat)
17  TX Kenny Rogers
      group: “The First
      _______” (1967-76)
19  TXism: “honest as
      the day __  ____”
21  in Falls County
      on U.S. 77
22  actress Piper of 
      “Carrie,” starring
      TX Sissy Spacek
23  medical facility
28  San ____, TX
29  TXism: “I ____  
      that like a duck 
      needs an umbrella”
30  Panola County was
      named for this 
      Indian word for
      “cotton”
31  Texas Tech’s “Dr.
      _____ Liu Lab”
35  self-proclaimed
      “guardian of
      liberty” org. (abbr.)
36  San Antonio com-
      munity school: “Palo  
      ____  _______”
42  TXism: “twisters”
44  “hippo” or “aero”    
      ending

  1  Kermit is its seat 
      (2 wds.)
  2  guacamole fruit
  3  perfect shootist?
      (2 wds.)
  4  Fort Davis High
      class (2 wds.)
  9  this Falk was a
      noted UT baseball
      coach (1946-67)
10  TXism: “gave ___
      _  ____  __  ____   
      own medicine”      
      (retaliated)
11  TXism: “a day late
      ___ a dollar short”

46  pecan vendor?
      (2 wds.)
48  tavern disturbance 
      (2 wds.)
49  TXism: “if I was ___
      better I couldn’t stand it”
50  TX H. L. Hunt produced
      ____ vera cosmetics
51  TXism: “rules the _____”
52  toward the rear of a boat
53  apple center
54  Gulf pleasure cruiser

56  “bear” south
      of the border
57  Comanche 
      is from the ___  
      word for “enemy”
58  TXism: “caught  
      ___ handed” 12  TX Kenny Rogers

      “___ I Can Make
      it on My Own”
13  TXism: “comfortable  
      __  __  ___  ____”
14  TXism: “she talked 
      a ____ streak”
15  James F. Dobie 
      was an expert on 
      Texas folk____
16  Oklahoma town
18  Texans like it iced
20  appliance maker
23  Texas country singer
      Charley (init.)
24  Yo __ Digo Creek
25  always check __
      __ the Texas state
      park office 

26  in Montague
      County on U.S. 82
27  TX feuds book: 
      “I’ll Die Before  
      ___  ___” (1962)
32  this Earl was UT  
      Heisman winner &  
      Oiler great RB (init.)
33  TXism: “don’t __
      off half cocked”

36  citrus drink ending
37  song: “Whatever
      ____ wants . . . “
38  George Washington
      wasn’t a Texan
      cause he couldn’t
      ____  _ lie
39  Astro goof
40  TXism: “loose as
      a _____”
41  send forth
43  TXism: “old __ dirt”
45  __ Paso, TX
47  sample again
48  foot part
55  Tech or UT female
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28

30
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49

34  Astro leg.

Last Puzzle
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Abbott has until June 22 to sign or veto bills
Texas legislators wrapped up the 89th session last week, 

passing more than 1,200 bills — 800 of which were sent to 
Gov. Greg Abbott in the last 10 days of the session, The Dal-
las Morning News reported. 

 Abbott has until June 22 to approve those that have 
not been signed, including the next two-year state budget. 
While the governor does not have the power to veto the en-
tire $338-billion budget, he does have line-item veto power 
over individual portions of it. 

 The Texas Constitution allows the governor to veto legis-
lation, sign it, or allow it to go into law without his signature. 
All bills that passed with at least two-thirds of both cham-
bers’ approval cannot be vetoed. That means that all pro-
posed constitutional amendments, which lawmakers passed 
by at least that margin, will go before voters in November. 
That includes proposed property tax relief for homeowners 
by raising the homestead exemption. 

 Abbott has not indicated which, if any, bills he will veto. 
He is facing considerable pressure from several groups, in-
cluding veterans’ organizations, to veto Senate Bill 3, which 
would ban all consumable hemp products containing tet-
rahydrocannabinol, or THC, the psychoactive ingredient in 
marijuana. Abbott also faces pressure from Republican state 
leaders, especially Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, who led the charge 
to ban THC products, and law enforcement to sign it.

Rural Texans scored big wins in session
More than 3 million Texans live in rural areas across the 

state, The Texas Tribune reported, and the last session in-
creased funding for them in several areas, including health 
care, agriculture, education, and emergency management.

 Texas schools will receive $8.5 billion in additional public 
education funding, with teachers in smaller districts receiv-
ing an $8,000 raise if they have five or more years of teaching 
experience. Those with less than five years in the profession 
will get a $4,000 raise. 

 A sweeping water bill will provide more money for rural 
Texas to address water and wastewater projects. In addition, 
several bills address health care issues, including more mon-
ey for rural hospitals. One measure creates a way to evaluate 
the financial health of rural hospitals and allows for updat-
ing reimbursement rates every two years. 

 “Because these things are now in statute, rural hospitals 
can count on it,” John Henderson, CEO of the Texas Or-
ganization of Rural & Community Hospitals, said, “rather 
than worry about uncertainty related to renewals or budget 

cycles.”
 A grant 

program for 
rural counties 
to purchase 
a m b u l a n c -
es was also 
passed.

 Another 
measure ex-

pands a grant program that previously was limited to young 
farmers. The age restrictions have been lifted, and the 
amount available has increased from $20,000 to $500,000 
with farmers paying a 10% match.

 Finally, lawmakers passed a bill to establish a disaster re-
covery program for counties with fewer than 100,000 resi-
dents who have not received reimbursement from the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency. 

In-state tuition for students without legal status ends
Texas has ended its policy of giving in-state tuition to 

college students who do not have legal status, the Texas 
Standard reported. Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton an-
nounced last week that the state had filed a joint motion 
with the federal Department of Justice to end the practice. 
The judge granted the motion.

 “Ending this discriminatory and un-American provision 
is a major victory for Texas,” Paxton said in a statement.

 The Justice Department had filed a complaint to stop the 
practice, which began in 2001 with the support of then-Gov. 
Rick Perry, claiming it discriminated against U.S. citizens 
not afforded the same privileges. At the time it began, Texas 
was the first state to do so, with 24 states now having similar 
policies.

 A report from the President’s Alliance on Higher Educa-
tion and Immigration concluded there were about 57,000 
students without legal status enrolled in Texas colleges and 
universities in 2022. The Austin American-Statesman re-
ported that tuition costs would quadruple for students hav-
ing to pay international student prices, citing tuition costs 
at the University of Texas and Austin Community College 
as examples.

Judges’ pay, lawmaker pensions get boost
One of the final bills passed in the recently concluded ses-

sion would give a 25% raise to Texas judges, with base pay 

rising to $175,000, The Tribune reported. If signed by Ab-
bott, that also means legislative pensions, which are tied to 
judges’ pay, would also rise.

 A last-minute disagreement resulted in this being the fi-
nal time the pensions are coupled with judicial pay. After 
that, the Texas Ethics Commission would take over assess-
ing lawmaker pensions, as it does for per diem pay and oth-
er lawmaker benefits.

 Texas judges’ pay has been among the lowest in the na-
tion. In the past, lawmakers have been reluctant to give a 
raise to judges since it was tied to their own pension, fearing 
voter blowback.

 “Let’s break this stalemate, support our judiciary and 
face the consequences together,” state Rep. Brent Money, R-
Greenville, said.

Saharan dust returns to Texas
Saharan dust made its way into Texas late last week, bring-

ing hazy skies to the eastern half of the state, the Statesman 
reported. The annual event likely won’t be as intense as pre-
vious summers, but it can still affect people who have respi-
ratory issues.

 The dust is carried by winds across the Atlantic from 
the Saharan Desert. Besides sparking allergy symptoms, it 
provides colorful sunrises and sunsets, and poor air quality. 
It can also keep temperatures higher and the skies drier by 
trapping heat closer to the ground.

Texans urged to prepare for 2025 hurricane season
Texans are being urged to be prepared and stay informed 

during the current hurricane season by the Public Utility 
Commission. 

 “Every Texan should take time to create or review their 
severe weather plans and prepare their families and prop-
erty for a potential storm,” PUC Chairman Thomas Gleeson 
said. 

 Potential power outages and restoration times can be 
tracked through the PUC’s storm resources webpage: puc.
texas.gov/storm.

 Hurricane season began June 1 and ends on Nov. 30.

Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas journalist. 
He published a number of community newspapers in Texas 
during a 30-year span, including in Longview, Fort Stockton, 
Nacogdoches, Lufkin, and Cedar Park. Email:  gborders@
texaspress.com.

Gary Borders

Capitol 
Highlights

By Gary Borders
Texas Press Association

Ashby scores legislative achievements
The 89th Legislative Session has come and gone, and 

I could not be happier to return home to see my family, 
friends, and constituents across House District 9. 

This legislative session was a grueling one, with hundreds 
of hours spent on the House floor, nearly 100 hours of total 
testimony in the Public Education Committee, and count-
less hours spent in meetings with constituents and stake-
holders. 

That said, I am proud of the achievements that were ac-
complished during this most recent session. This week, I 
will highlight some of my bills that passed through the Leg-
islature, as well as some update you on some vital pieces of 
funding headed to Deep East Texas.

With that, here’s an update from your State Capitol.
The bills I had passed include:
•House Bill 2000, or “Audrii’s Law,” requires felons con-

victed of Child Grooming to register as Sex Offenders. I was 
proud to author this piece of legislation in memory of Au-
drii Cunningham to ensure that predators, like the monster 
who took Audrii’s life, cannot access legal loopholes to hide 
in the shadows and harm our children. 

•House Bill 3010 creates the Rural County Infrastructure 
Disaster Recovery program to help our rural communities 
under 100,000 in population access state assistance follow-
ing a natural disaster to repair or replace critical infrastruc-
ture such as roads, water systems, hospitals and schools. 

•House Bill 4479/Senate Bill 2448 establishes the Rural 
Workforce Development Grant program to encourage non-
profits in rural communities to improve workforce training 
and address skills gaps to help meet the rural workforce 
shortage.

•House Bill 3370 extends the deadline for the inheritor, or 
their agent, of timberland to file a late application for timber-

land appraisal 
without being 
subject to the 
penalty for a 
late applica-
tion.

•House Bill 
2563 estab-
lishes an in-
surance pool 

at the Texas A&M Forest Service to provide coverage to cer-
tified and insured prescribed burn managers while conduct-
ing prescribed burns.

•House Bill 4945 requires the Teacher Retirement Service 
to study how wildland firefighters employed by the Texas 
A&M Forest Service can retire before the age of 65.

•House Bill 3630/Senate Bill 1948 prohibits any govern-
mental entity in Texas from requiring sprinklers in livestock 
or poultry barns, grain facilities, or farm buildings.

•House Bill 1672 eliminates a redundancy of due process 
between the Department of Public Safety and the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles to remove unsafe commercial ve-
hicles from the road quickly and safely. 

•House Bill 1663/Senate Bill 771 reinstates a tax rebate on 
diesel used to fuel auxiliary power units and power take-off 
equipment. 

•House Bill 4646/Senate Bill 2476 gives control of the 
Woodlawn Water Supply Corporation to the Angelina 
Neches River Authority to improve water utility service to 
folks in Angelina County. 

•House Bill 3751 transfers the former Texas Department 
of Transportation office in Woodville to the Department of 
Public Safety for a regional commercial vehicle enforcement 

location. 
•House Concurrent Resolution 126 designates the City of 

Corrigan as the official Timber Products Capital of Texas.
 New funding measures for House District 9 include:
•$20 billion to the Texas Water Fund for a generational 

investment in water supply and infrastructure, 50 percent 
of which will go to repair damaged and dilapidated water 
systems. 

•$4 million to fund security and capacity upgrades at the 
Burke Mental Health Emergency Center in Lufkin. 

•$60 million to fund repairs at Lake Livingston Dam that 
came about as a result of the torrential rains we experienced 
in 2024. 

As a final note, my column will return to its biweekly 
schedule during the interim. I look forward to sharing up-
dates with you about the 1,200-plus bills passed this session. 

The mobile office is still on the road this month, and 
our District Director looks forward to seeing you on the 
following dates, in the following locations: June 11 at the 
Polk County Commissioner’s Court Room in Livingston 
from 9:30-11:30 a.m., or at the Tyler County Courthouse 
in Woodville from 1:30-3:30 p.m.; June 18 at the Houston 
County Courthouse Annex in Crockett from 9:30-11:30 
a.m., or at the Trinity County Courthouse in Groveton from 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

As always, please do not hesitate to contact my office if we 
can help you in any way. My district office may be reached at 
(936) 634-2762. Additionally, I welcome you to follow along 
on my Official Facebook Page, where I will post regular up-
dates on what’s happening in your State Capitol and share 
information that could be useful to you and your family: 
https://www.facebook.com/RepTrentAshby/.

Trent Ashby represents District 9, which includes Tyler 
County, in the Texas Legislature.

Gary Borders

Capitol 
Update
By Trent Ashby

State Representative, District 9

Tyler County Booster
205 W Bluff St. • Woodville

409-283-2516
Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm
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‘Know Nothings’ challenge Democrat dominance
With Election Day just seven weeks away, the Texas 

branch of the American Party, better known as the “Know 
Nothings,” met on Jun. 11, 1855 to select a slate of candi-
dates for statewide office.

In only three years, the grass-roots movement had evolved 
from a fraternal group in the Northeast called the Order of 
United Americans into a major political force. Combining 
secret passwords, handshakes and other mumbo jumbo 
with xenophobic politics, the new third party spread like 
wildfire across the Midwest and into the South.

Recruits were carefully screened and acquainted with 
the inner workings of the organization on a strict need-to-
know basis. The Know Nothing nickname came from the 
refusal of members to discuss the party in public or even to 
acknowledge its existence.

The Know Nothings sought to shift the great debate of 
those tumultuous times from the polarizing issue of slav-
ery to simplistic scapegoats – foreign immigrants and the 
Catholic Church. They demonstrated the power of their gut 
appeal in 1854 by electing nine governors and capturing 104 
of the 234 seats in the United States House of Representa-
tives.	

Days after the Know Nothings revealed their Texas ticket 
in June 1855, Democrats responded with the “bombshell 
convention.” Support was reaffirmed for the second-term 
bid of Gov. Elisha Pease and a new running mate chosen 
to replace Lt. Gov. David Dickson, who had defected to the 
Know Nothings in order to run for governor.

Although the Democratic denunciation scared off a num-
ber of fair-weather converts, the Know Nothings pushed 
ahead with their zealous crusade. Far from demoralized, 
they counted on a famous ace in the hole to lead them to 
victory.

As a lame-duck U.S. Senator scorned by the Democratic 

establishment,
Sam Houston
confirmed in
January 1855
his much-
rumored flir-
tation with 
the American 
Party. After 
joking, “Of the 

Know Nothings, I know nothing,” Houston added in a seri-
ous vein that he shared many of their views.

Though still politically immature, the Know Nothings of-
fered The General not only a personal platform but also the 
possibility of a pro-Union party. If Houston played his cards 
right, he could crush his Democratic enemies at home while 
riding a wave of nationwide unrest into the White House.

Nine days before Texans went to the polls on Aug. 5, 1855, 
Senator Houston endorsed the Know Nothing challenge in 
an open letter to the voters.  “I believe the salvation of the 
country is only to be secured by adherence to the principles 
of the American Order.”

This stunning statement from “The Hero of San Jacinto” 
made the difference in several close contests.  Besides a con-
gressional race, Know Nothings beat favored Democrats in 
25 state legislative districts and took over city hall in Galves-
ton and San Antonio.

In addition to Houston, an impressive array of Lone Star 
notables lent respect to the Know Nothing cause. Judge 
George W. Baylor, the legendary Indian fighter, served as 
the party’s “Grand President.”  Thomas Jefferson Chambers, 
Rip Ford, Sterling Robertson and Hugh McLeod also played 
important parts in the maverick movement.

However, no sooner did the American Party jell in Texas 

than it started to come apart at the seams.  Every malcontent 
with an ax to grind jumped on the Know Nothing bandwag-
on but inevitably jumped off, when his own personal agenda 
failed to be adopted as the official program.

Houston clearly was alarmed by the rampant religious 
prejudice in the party but weakly protested that the purpose 
of the Know Nothings was “not to put down the Catholics 
but to prevent Catholics from putting down Protestants.”  
His uncharacteristically clumsy attempt to minimize the 
bigotry only made the problem worse.

Other Know Nothings sang a more intolerant tune. A San 
Antonio newspaper editor asked rhetorically, “Hate popery?  
Who can help hating it?  Religion hates it. Heaven hates it. It 
is a moral stench in the nostrils of every being who is good 
and pure.”

By 1856 internal bickering had paralyzed the party and 
started the Know Nothings’ slide into political oblivion. To 
Houston’s bitter disappointment, the presidential nomina-
tion went to Millard Fillmore, the last Whig to occupy the 
White House.

Lagging far behind Democrat James Buchanan and Re-
publican John C. Fremont in the balloting that fall, the has-
been Fillmore won only the state of Maryland. In the con-
gressional elections, the Know Nothings lost over half their 
seats and relinquished the rest before the Civil War.

In the final analysis, the short life of the American Party 
proved that political parlor tricks could not long divert the 
attention of the nation from the inseparable issues of slavery 
and secession.  

 “Unforgettable Texans” brings to life the once famous 
people no one remembers today. Order your copy for 
$24.00 by mailing a check to Bartee Haile, P.O. Box 130011, 
Spring, TX 77393.

Bartee Haile
barteehaile@gmail.com

This Week in 
Texas History

— because doing so would require an impos-
sible amount of manpower.
 Lawmakers also passed a bill to expand the 
state’s medical marijuana program by offer-
ing more products and adding more qualify-
ing conditions, an olive branch extension to 
vets and THC users with chronic conditions 
who opposed the retail ban.
 Patrick said the medical expansion “will help 
those in true need of relief.” But he and his al-
lies have remained steadfast behind the THC 
ban, even amid pushback from the right.
 “Retailers across Texas have exploited a state 
agriculture law to sell life-threatening, un-
regulated forms of tetrahydrocannabinol to 
Texans,” said Sen. Charles Perry, the Lubbock 
Republican who carried SB 3, when the up-
per chamber approved the bill. “These rogue 
retailers are selling THC products containing 
several times more THC content than mari-
juana purchased from a drug dealer off the 
street. These dangerous products must not 
be allowed to permeate our communities and 
endanger Texas children.”
 Criticism on the right has come from vet-
erans who say they use the products as al-
ternatives to opioid painkillers to help with 
a variety of ails, industry leaders who say 
the Republican-controlled state is turning 
its back on small businesses, and conserva-
tive politicos who have no shortage of arrows 
they have been aiming at Patrick.
 “What lives were destroyed by low grade 
THC shops, Dan? Can you name one?” Ken-
ny Webster, a Houston conservative talk ra-
dio host, posted on social media. “Just one. 
Go ahead.”
 Some recent scrutiny was driven by a news 
conference Patrick called to push back on 
criticism of the ban, even after it had already 
cleared both chambers and was on its way to 
Abbott’s desk. Flanked by senators and law 
enforcement officials, Patrick stood in front 
of a variety of THC products laid out on a 
table and made his case.
 The lieutenant governor said he wanted to 
encourage the news media to write about the 
dangers of THC. He also said he had “total 
confidence in the governor. … I’m not wor-
ried about the governor understanding it. I’m 
worried about you all understanding it.”
 At one point Patrick lobbed a bag of edibles 
at a reporter. He later asked another report-
er if he was “crazy” for inquiring about the 
move to limit adults’ access to the products.
“If he was trying to make a case for a THC 

ban, I can’t think of a more bizarre and coun-
terproductive spectacle than yesterday’s press 
conference,” said Rolando Garcia, a member 
of the State Republican Executive Commit-
tee who routinely criticizes GOP lawmakers 
for perceived breaches of conservative ortho-
doxy. “We have a mad king surrounded by 
courtiers and yes men afraid to tell him he’s 
making a fool of himself.”
 Some opponents of the total ban have vowed 
retribution against Patrick, who is running 
for reelection in 2026 armed with an en-
dorsement from President Donald Trump 
and more than $33 million in his campaign 
coffers. Those factors — and Patrick’s long 
history of promoting policies that most pri-
mary voters see as higher priorities than pre-
serving THC access — mean it is unlikely the 
blowback will cost Patrick much, according 
to political observers.
 “It’s hard to imagine given Patrick’s position 
and where he is now that somehow this is go-
ing to be in and of itself the source of some 
fundamental political threat,” said Jim Hen-
son, director of the Texas Politics Project at 
the University of Texas at Austin. “Honestly 
I think we’re not used to seeing Dan Patrick 
criticized very much from within his own 
party and so it’s really sticking out, and that’s 
fair.”
 Meanwhile, another member of the SREC, 
Morgan Eakin, on social media questioned 
Patrick’s conservative bona fides by point-
ing to when Patrick came under fire from his 
own party over gun rights.
 As the Legislature in 2021 contemplated 
letting most Texans carry a handgun with-
out a license or training, Patrick at first said 
the Senate did not have the votes to pass the 
measure.
 Lawmakers ultimately passed the bill, often 
referred to by Republicans as constitutional 
carry because of their belief that it is an 
American’s constitutional right to pack heat 
without involving the government.
 “We have to ask ourselves how so many were 
gaslit into believing the Senate and Dan Pat-
rick were consistently more in line with basic 
constitutional principles and that [former 
House Speaker Dade Phelan] and the House 
were unequivocally liberal,” Eakin wrote.
 Phelan, a Beaumont Republican who clashed 
with Patrick during his time as speaker, 
weighed in on SB 3 Monday, writing on so-
cial media that “Texans do not want a total 
ban.”

 “They do want a reasonable, regulated hemp 
market free of dangerous products — espe-
cially those advertised and sold to minors,” 
wrote Phelan, who ultimately voted for SB 
3 but earlier opposed an amendment that 
changed it from a regulatory bill to a full-on 
ban. “The gas station garbage must go while 
Texans enjoy the freedom they expect from 
conservative governance.”
 Despite the blowback, Patrick remains a 
champion of conservative policies and key 
player in GOP victories. This session alone, 
state lawmakers passed stiffer bail laws, re-
quired that most sheriffs work with fed-
eral immigration authorities and approved 
measures allowing time for prayer in public 
schools and requiring classrooms to display 
the Ten Commandments.
 Patrick has rarely taken much heat from his 
own party. One notable instance was also re-
lated to guns after a pair of mass shootings.
In 2019, a gunman wanting to quell an “in-
vasion” of Hispanic immigrants went to a 
Walmart in El Paso, where he opened fire and 
murdered 23 people and wounded 22 others. 
Shortly after that attack, a gunman terrorized 
Midland and Odessa with a shooting spree 
that resulted in the deaths of eight people.
 Patrick said it was high time the state re-
quired background checks on gun sales be-
tween strangers.
 “Someone in the Republican Party has to 
take the lead on this,” he said at the time, 
adding that he was “willing to take an arrow” 
for the stance.
 The backlash, once again, was swift. His 
conservatism was called into question and 
some on the right even painted him as a 
bigger threat to guns than Democrat Beto 
O’Rourke, who had infamously said during 
a presidential debate the same year, “Hell yes, 
we are going to take your AR-15.”
 Patrick withstood the pushback. And law-
makers never approved legislation he called 
for regulating private stranger-to-stranger 
gun sales. Since allowing permitless carry 
in 2021, lawmakers have expanded access to 
firearms, including with a bill this year to le-
galize sawed-off shotguns, among other vic-
tories for gun rights advocates.
 The lack of fallout from Patrick’s push to reg-
ulate private gun sales may offer a clue about 
how the SB 3 situation will shake out. Patrick 
received 77% of the 2022 GOP primary vote 
against only token opposition, and he was 
easily reelected in November.

Patrick’s push to ban THC in Texas draws rare backlash from the right
It’s an unusual situation for 
the lieutenant governor, long 
viewed by GOP activists as a 
stalwart conservative respon-
sible for driving the Legislature 
rightward.

By Alejando Serrano
The Texas Tribune

 Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick was clear from the start.
 Weeks before this year’s legislative session 
began, and before he announced any other 
priorities, the Republican Senate leader said 
he wanted lawmakers to ban, at any cost, 
products that contain the psychoactive com-
pound in weed. His target was the multibil-
lion-dollar hemp industry that had sprouted 
up thanks to a loophole in a 2019 state law 
that legalized products providing a similar 
high to marijuana.

-
ing that retailers had abused that loophole 
to sell products with dangerous amounts of 
tetrahydrocannabinol, or THC. He accused 
the retailers of preying on the state’s young 
people with shops posted near schools and 
marketing aimed at children.
 “I couldn’t, in good conscience, leave here 
knowing if we don’t do something about it 
in the next two years — how many kids get 
sick?” Patrick said in March, talking about 
his willingness to force a special legislative 
session by blocking must-pass legislation 
from making it through the Texas Senate.
 And ultimately, Patrick got his way — and an 
explosion of backlash.
 As pressure mounts on the governor to veto 

himself in the unfamiliar position of taking 

personalities outside the Capitol, many of 
whom typically march in political lockstep 
with a man who has long been a darling of 
the right and done more than perhaps any 

-
ward.

has been accused by some on the right of cre-
ating a nanny state and giving Mexican drug 

in the black market. He has been labeled a 
booze lobby shill for beer distributors who 

lawmaker who voted against the ban said it 
contradicted “the Texas mantra of being pro-
business, pro-farmer and pro-veteran.”
 A Patrick spokesperson did not respond to 
requests for comment.

lawmakers, argued the bill’s ban on THC products would be a service to Texans, saving their lives. 

who is now the host of a nationally syndicat-
ed conservative talk radio show, wrote on so-
cial media in response to Patrick’s argument 
that the ban would keep THC away from 
children. “It’s like the gun ban argument 

it any more than any other controlled prod-
uct (alcohol, cigarettes, et al) and if they are, 
do your job as a parent and parent instead of 
idiotically expanding government.”
 Before the blowback erupted from inside 
his house, Patrick courted Republicans in 
both chambers of the Legislature to pass 

-
ing THC — and would eradicate the state’s 
$8 billion hemp industry and its estimated 
50,000 jobs if it survives Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
veto pen and expected legal challenges.

with calls to veto SB 3, has not revealed his 
-

nor could sign SB 3 into law, veto it or do 
nothing and let it become law without his 
signature.
 Proponents of the ban have argued it is need-
ed to rein in a wild west industry that’s sell-
ing products with dangerously high levels of 
THC and without proper oversight. Patrick 
has argued it would be unrealistic to regulate 
the industry under tighter guardrails — as 
hemp business leaders and others proposed 
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Public Notices

NOTICE TO CREDITORS Notice is hereby 
given that original Letters Tes- tamentary 
for the Estate of RICHARD MARION 
COKER, Deceased, were issued on June 4, 
2025, in Cause No. PR-10174, pending in 
the County Court of TYLER County, Texas, 
to: RICHARD A. COKER. All persons 
having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required 
to present them to the undersigned within 
the time and in the manner prescribed by 

law. c/o: BRAD ELROD, ATTORNEY AT 
LAW, PLLC Attorney at Law, 130 South 
Charlton Street, WOODVILLE, TX 77664, 
DATED the 4 day of June. 2025. B BRAD 
ELROD, ATTORNEY AT LAW, PLLC At- 
torney for RICHARD A. COKER State Bar 
No.: 24087471. 130 South Charlton Street 
WOODVILLE, TX 77664 Telephone: (409) 
283-8288 Facsimile: (409) 283-8078 Email:
brad@elrodlawtx.com.

Estate of Richard Marion Coker

NOTICE TO CREDITORS Notice is hereby 
given that original Letters Testa- mentary 
for the Estate of BOBBIE JEAN GREGORY, 
Deceased, were issued on June 4, 2025, 
in Cause No.PR-10172, pending in the 
County Court of TYLER County, Texas, 
to: RHONDA DONECE GREGORY. All 
persons having claims against this Estate 
which is currently being administered are 
required to present them to the undersigned 

within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law. c/o: BRAD ELROD, ATTORNEY 
AT LAW, PLLC Attorney at Law, 130 South 
Charlton Street WOODVILLE, TX 77664, 
DATED the 4 day of June. 2025. Be Eal 
BRAD ELROD, ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
PLLC Attorney for RHONDA DONECE 
GREGORY State Bar No.: 24087471, 130 
South Charlton Street WOODVILLE, TX 
77664 Telephone: (409) 283-8288 Facsimile.

Estate of Bobbie Jean Gregory

Hatch’s Towing: Homemade boat trailer

Hatch’s Towing, L.L.C (VSF# 006601409C) 
has the following HOMEMADE BOAT 
TRAILER. LOCATED AT 1426 EAST 
GIBSON ST JASPER TEXAS 75951. NO 

VIN OR LICENSE PLATE AVAILABLE. 
The Charges per day in storage are $22.76 
per day plus the original Tow bill. Please 
contact us at 409-622-9100 for more info.

Estate of Bobby Wayne Fussell

NOTICE TO CREDITORS Notice is hereby 
given that original Letters Testa- mentary 
for the Estate of BOBBY WAYNE FUSSELL, 
Deceased, were issued on June 4, 2025 in 
Cause No. PR-10173, pending in the County 
Court of Tyler County, Texas, to: CAROL 
JEANINE FUSSELL. All persons having 
claims against this Estate which is currently 
being administered are required to present 

them to the undersigned with- in the time 
and in the manner prescribed by law. c/o: 
J. MICHAEL RISINGER 314 S. Magnolia,
Woodville, Texas 75979. DATED the 4th
day of June, 2025. J. MICHAEL RISINGER
Attorney for CAROL JEANINE FUSSELL
State Bar No.: 24000483, 314 S. Magnolia,
Woodville, Texas 75979, Telephone: (409)
283-2324, Facsimile: (409) 283-8244.

Hatch’s Towing: Electric scooter

Hatch’s Towing, L.L.C (VSF# 006601409C) 
has the following ELECTRIC SCOOTER. 
LOCATED AT 1426 EAST GIBSON ST 
JASPER TEXAS 75951. NO VIN OR 

LICENSE PLATE AVAILABLE. The 
Charges per day in storage are $22.76 per 
day plus the original Tow bill. Please contact 
us at 409-622-9100 for more information.

Estate of Steven Glen Taylor

NOTICE TO CREDITORS Notice is hereby 
given that original Letters Testa- mentary 
for the Estate of STEVEN GLEN TAYLOR, 
Deceased, were issued on June 4, 2025, 
in Cause No. PR-10177, pending in the 
County Court of TYLER County, Texas, 
to: SARA BEHRENS JONES. All persons 
having claims against this Estate which is 
currently being administered are required to 
present them to the undersigned within the 

time and in the manner prescribed by law. 
c/o: BRAD ELROD, ATTORNEY AT LAW, 
PLLC Attorney at Law, 130 South Charlton 
Street WOODVILLE, TX 77664. DATED 
the 4 day of June, 2025. Bell BRAD ELROD, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW, PLLC Attorney 
for SARA BEHRENS JONES State Bar 
No.: 24087471. 130 South Charlton Street 
WOODVILLE, TX 77664 Telephone: (409) 
283-8288 Facsimile.

Pct. 2 petition for/against legal sale of alcohol

Texas Hometown Solutions, LLC will submit 
applications to Donece Gregory, Tyler 
County Clerk, in compliance with Section 
501.023 of the Texas Election Code, in order 
to circulate petitions to the qualified voters 
of Tyler County Justice of the Peace Precinct 

2, so that a local option election can be called 
on the following issues: For/Against “The 
legal sale of all alcoholic beverages including 
mixed beverages.” This public notice was 
paid for by Texas Hometown Solutions, LLC. 

TexSCAN Week of 
June 8-14, 2025

AUCTIONS

Bankruptcy Sale — bid deadline June 12, 
Texas Oilfield Services property portfolio, 22 
sites rang-ing from 1.24± AC to 70.36± AC, 
can be sold individually or in any combination, 
several leased saltwater disposal wells available. 
855-755-2300, HilcoRealEstateSales.com.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 
1-855-704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SunSetter. America’s Number One Awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a button. Transform 
your deck or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. Call now and SAVE 
$350 today! 844-997-3014.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC — Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864.

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-901-0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-833-879-1450. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

211 W. Bluff • 283-2231  Monday-Saturday 7:30-5:30

BIG SAVINGS

Ace Basic Pleated Air Conditioner Filler
Assorted sizes/90 Day Life Filters

BUY THREE GET ONE

Broken Arrow Pest Control, llc

409-283-5073Since 1976

Pests | Termites | Lawn

DING   DONG
THE ROACH IS DEAD

102 N. Beech St. • Woodville, TX 75979 • 409-283-2555

Currently hiring for the following positions:
LVNs

Sign on Bonus
CNAs

Sign on Bonus

Employment/Medical

S & S Cleaning 
and 

Maintenance

Residential
Commercial
Construction

936-714-6226
  (32-tfn-b-PCE)

Housekeeping

Items for Sale
RECLINING COUCH, Reclining 
Love Seat, Recliner, $100.00 
each, text for pictures 903-480-
1555, available for pick-up June 
20.
(24-2t-cc-TCB)

2017 YUKON, 2023 CHARGER, 
Ford tractor, 3/4 ton tires and 
wheels, utility trailer, glass gun 
case, water well tank and new 
pump. Moving. (281)788-7838.
(24-1t-pd-PCE)

ATTENTION ROCK hounds! Two 
rock saws, grinding wheels, 
assorted polishing tools. Two 
deer feeders and wood working 
tools. Call (936)239-5838 or 
(936)646-2299 leave message.
(24-2t-cc-PCE)

FOR SALE, two-in-one tractor 
attachment garden tool/ 
road blade grader, located in 
Woodville, 659 FM 1746, all 
offers considered.
(24-2t-p-TCB)

Announcements
THE PROMISED Land Thrifty 
Resale, located at 12379 
Hwy 190 E, Woodville, Dam 
B. Antiques and just about
everything else. Proceeds
benefit the Restorative Justice
Ministry Family Service Center
and its components.
(7-tfn-nc-TCB)

HABITAT FOR Humanity located 
at 321 N. Beatty, Livingston. 
Tuesday-Friday	 9 a m - 3 p m 
Saturday 9am-1pm.
(35-tfn-nc-PCE)

Employment
Personal Care Attendants 
needed in the Livingston, 
Goodrich area. Please call 936-
291-8439 ext. 112 Home Health
Care of Huntsville.
(24-2t-cc-PCE)

Announcements
CHRISTINE’S PLACE Resale Shop 
accepts donations and is open 
M-F, 501 W. Bluff in Woodville.
409-331-9939. www.
westrengthenfamilies.org.
(1-tfn-nc-TCB)

KIDS FREE Clothing Exchange 
is a non-profit organization 
providing free, gently used 
clothing for children ages 
0-18 years of age living in Polk
and the other 6 surrounding
counties of Lake Livingston.
Donations of new and gently
used clothing are appreciated.
We are in Onalaska, Hwy 190 at
3186. Open Friday and Saturday,
10-3. Kfceonalas- katx.com.
(49-tfn-nc-PCE)

A BOOKSTORE FOR CHARITY is 
located inside the Tyler County 
Booster newspaper office locat- 
ed at 205 W. Bluff in Woodville. 
All books are 25 cents each, or 
fill a bag for $2. All proceeds 
benefit Tyler County non 
profits. 
(2-tfn-nc-TCB)

POLK COUNTY SPCA urges 
everyone to do their part to 
control the pet population 
in Polk County. Have your 
pets spayed and neutered to 
avoid dealing with unwanted 
puppies and kittens. To adopt a 
pet,come by SPCA at 802 South 
Houston, corner of Mary St. 
and Hwy. 146 or call (936) 755-
3020.
(1-tfn-nc-PCE)

Auctions & Sales
CALL OR Come by Today, 
Livingston Senior Citizens 
Country Store located at 1310 
North Houston Open 8:00 am 
- 1:00 pm Weekdays. Come by
for bargains anytime.
(1-tfn-nc-PCE)

Employment
THE PICKETT HOUSE in 
Woodville is now hiring wait 
staff and kitchen staff, pay 
depending on experience. Call 
409-283-3371, or come by
between 9-2 for application.
(19-tfn-b-TCB)

NOW HIRING Looking for 
honest, hard working, outgoing, 
self motivated individuals with a 
good attitude looking to build a 
career in the fast food industry. 
Looking for a Team Leader 
with one year experience and 
an assistant with 2-3 years 
experience. Must have good 
references, Livingston, TX. 
Apply at www. burgerworkshr.
com.
(1-tfn-b-PCE)

Rentals-Houses
Westwood Shores Rentals 
3/2/2 Brick $1550/mo. + dep.; 
2/1 Town House $950/mo + 
dep. WWS Realty 936-594-1234
(22-tfn-b-TCNS)

ONE, TWO and three bedroom, 
very nice, in Ivanhoe. Call 409-
429-4752.
(code needed)

HOUSE FOR rent in Woodville 
area, good references and de- 
posit required. Call 409-283- 
8286.
(43-tfn-b-TCB)

VERY NICE One Bedroom, out 
building, in Ivanhoe. 409-429- 
4752.
(39-tfn-b-TCB)

1-BEDROOM HOME available
for rent in Leggett, DIRECTV/
water/trash pick-up included
$550/month plus deposit Call
(832)277-3737.
(49-tfn-cc-PCE)

Storage
ENCLOSED BOAT STORAGE - 
Also climate & self storage. 
White Rock Storage. 6216 FM 
356 Trinity (936)594-9283 or 
(713)249-1033.
(45-tfn-b-TCNS)

Work Wanted
I BUILD steps, railing and 
ramps, also do odd jobs. Have 
references. Call (936)200-1826.
(24-1t-pd-PCE)

HOKE STUMP Grinding- No 
job too large or too small. Call 
(936)295-6089 or (936) 581-
3781. Trinity, TX.
(11-tfn-b-TCNS)
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©  2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.  Plans shown above include $5 credit for 
AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not 
available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE,  
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.
Plans start at just $20/month.

855-493-3803Switch & Save Today.

Call now to receive your FREE Author’s Guide
844-647-1401

or  www.dorranceinfo.com/boardman

 
Become a Published Author with Dorrance.  

We want to read your book!
 

 

Complete Book  
Publishing Services

FIVE EASY STEPS  
TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  
     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made up of  
writers, just like you. We are 

dedicated to making publishing 
dreams come true. Trusted by  
authors for nearly 100 years,  

Dorrance has made countless  
authors’ dreams come true.

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 855-704-8579  
to schedule your free quote!

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-844-997-3014 now to

America’s #1 Awning!

S & L Tree
Service

Tree removal, clean 
up, stump grinding

New bucket truck
Fully insured

Serving the local and 
surrounding areas

Call Richard
832-401-4081

(2-tfn-b-PCE) 

AMTEK
House Leveling

Leveling- 
Water leveling-
Beams- Pylons

Concrete Blocks
Roof Covers- Decks- Floors

Senior Citizen Discount
Serving the Lake Livingston 

and Tyler County  areas

936-328-1434
(1-tfn-b-PCE) 

Plumas
House Leveling

w/Water Level
& Concrete

20 Yrs Exp, Senior
Citizen Discount

Insured
936-433-6304

if no answer call for appt
Livingston, TX

936-513-0783
(1-tfn-b-PCE)

Fenced Yard
or Field

Stump
Grinding

Remote
Controlled

Precision Work
Any Size

or Amount
Insured

Free Estimates
David Holley

936-433-2371
(1-tfn-nc-PCE)

Work Wanted

Vickery Dirt 
Dirt, Clay, Sand
Free Delivery

Rock, Dozer Work, Land 
Clearing, Tractor Work,  
Driveways, House Pads
www.vickerydirt.com 

936-329-4159
Vickery Propane
Tanks & Service
936-327-HEAT

 (50-tfn-b-PCE)

Vickery
Lawn Service
*Stump Grinding
*Land Mulching
*Land Clearing
*Tractor Work

*Driveways
Fully Insured

936-329-1653
Livingston, TX

 (1-tfn-b-PCE)

TLC
Toole’s Lawn Care
& Landscaping

*Drainage 
*Retaining Walls

*Residential *Commercial
 Year round full service 
maintenance- design, 

build & install flower beds, 
hydroseeding.

Fully Insured
 Tree Removal, Irrigation

Livingston, TX
936-646-2661

 (1-tfn-b-PCE)
Lester Bros.
Tree Service
Trimming, Top

Removal, Haul Off,
Tractor Work. Now 

accepting credit cards.
Call for Free Estimate

Insured
25 yrs experience
936-223-9265

or
936-365-4955

Livingston, TX
 (23-tfn-b-PCE)

BOB PADGETT Services; Bulk-
heads, boathouses, piers, 
docks, decks, ramps. New and 
repair. PO Box 346 Coldspring, 
TX 77331 (936)653-4508 or cell 
(281)622-9497.
(2-tfn-cc-PCE)

HARD WORKING TYLER COUNTY 
WOMAN, Landscaping, fence 
line clearing, painting, clean out 
flower beds, any outdoor jobs. 
Christal-409-224-5293. 
(24-tfn-p-TCB)

LOYD’S REMODELING located in 
Tyler County (Serving all areas) 
Add-ons, decks, metal roofs, 
cabinets, piers, docks, and boat 
houses. No job too small. Call 
409-429-6164.
(1-tfn-b-TCB)

Work Wanted Work Wanted Work Wanted Work Wanted Work Wanted

Work Wanted ads work.

Tyler County realtors have you covered.  
See all listings on the Real Estate page.

We think We think 
ourour

 readers readers

are
out of
this 

world!

205 W. Bluff St.
409-283-2516
easttexasnews.com

ETN ETNXX

XX
East Texas News

ETNXX

New
East Texas News

comming soon

easttexasnews.com
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Tyler County Realtors & Listings
HOMETOWN PEOPLE YOU CAN TRUST

Members of the Houston  Association of Realtors,  
Southeast Texas MLS, TAR MLS

REALTY

Gina Fowler, Broker, GRI, 
(409)382-5805

Ginni Stein Sales Associate, 
(832)444-7787

 KayCee Anthony Sales Associate, 
(409)730-9558

  Jessica Tant Sales Associate, 
(409)926-4672 

Amber Hamilton Sales Associate, 
(409)698-6569

Dee Tisdale Sales Associate, 
(346)423-7764

409.331.9636  
907 W. Bluff St. | Woodville, TX 75979

Because you 
deserve the best!

Fowler Realty is focused on your goals 
and ready to help you make an informed decision 

about your real estate transaction. 
Our focus is not on “selling” you a home, 

our focus is on meeting your needs and finding 
the right home or property for your family.

To view all of our listings:
Visit us online at fowler1st.com

Pick your Realtor®

WOODVILLE

345 County Road 2565 Discover peace and privacy on this 
stunning 62.48-acre property featuring a beautifully designed 
3BD, 2.1BA brick home. With 1,664 SF of thoughtfully planned 
living space, this home blends comfort, style, and functionality. 
Step inside to an open-concept layout w/wood and ceramic 
tile flooring, vaulted ceiling, and picturesque windows. The 
spacious living area boasts a WBFP, while the gourmet kitch-
en features granite countertops, a breakfast bar w/island and 
ample storage. The split floor plan includes a luxurious primary 
suite complete with a huge walk-in shower, oversized closet, 
and double vanity. Enjoy morning coffee in the bay-windowed 
dining room or relax on the large back porch overlooking your 
private paradise. Outdoors, you'll find a mix of pasture, timber 
and a spring-fed creek. The land is ideal for livestock, recre-
ation, or simply enjoying the beauty of East Texas nature. The 
property also includes a 2,400 SF 2-bay workshop and a sepa-
rate storage building w/electricity. $780,000

4647 Recreational Road 255 Dream-
ing of wide open spaces, rolling ter-
rain and stunning hilltop views? This 
10-Acre gem has it all! A beautifully 
improved property featuring a charm-
ing 2 bed, 2 bath barndominium 
home with a split floor plan. Spacious 
open-concept living/dining area, and 
a gourmet galley kitchen boasting a 
6-burner gas cooktop, double ovens, 
and breakfast bar—perfect for enter-
taining. Step outside onto the large 
covered porches and soak in the scen-
ery. Enjoy the convenience of a 3-car 
attached carport, a large barn/work-
shop, along with multiple outbuildings 
and livestock/equipment canopies. 
Just 17 miles from Lake Sam Rayburn 
Dam with endless nearby recreational 
opportunities. A lovely blend of com-
fort, functionality, and natural beauty—
don’t miss this one! $399,000

COLMESNEIL

331 County Road 3240  Serene 6.8-acre wooded paradise 
nestled in the heart of Colmesneil. Surrounded by mature pine, 
hardwood, and magnolia trees, this property offers the per-
fect blend of privacy and natural beauty. The charming 1-bed-
room, 2-bath home features an open-concept family room and 
kitchen w/vaulted ceiling, picturesque windows, and stunning 
views of the rolling terrain. Enjoy peaceful mornings and vi-
brant sunsets from the large front or back porch while watch-
ing abundant wildlife roam freely. Additional features include a 
20x30 garage w/electricity, a 20x20 shop w/electric and water, 
a 20x25 carport, a Private water well, County road frontage for 
easy access, A scenic branch running along the back of the 
property and Beautiful trails perfect for hiking, birdwatching, 
or simply enjoying nature. This unrestricted land offers endless 
possibilities—whether you're looking for a peaceful homestead, 
a weekend getaway, or a recreational haven. A rare opportunity 
to own a piece of East Texas beauty! $329,000

COLMESNEIL

232 County Road 3255 Nestled on 5 
tranquil acres, this inviting 2-bedroom, 
1-bath log cabin offers the perfect mix 
of rustic charm and everyday comfort. 
A versatile loft space provides end-
less possibilities—ideal for the sec-
ond bedroom, guests, a home office 
or a creative studio. Step outside and 
discover a property built for both re-
laxation and productivity. A standout 
feature is the 3,500 SF workshop, set 
on a solid concrete slab and equipped 
with four roll-up doors, electricity, and 
even a half bath—perfect for hob-
bies, storage, or a home-based busi-
ness. You'll also appreciate the 2-car 
detached carport on slab and a fully-
equipped RV hookup with sewer and 
water, ready for travel enthusiasts. 
Enjoy excellent accessibility with road 
frontage access, all while maintaining 
the peace and quiet of country life. Lo-
cated near Lake Tejas for summer fun 
and within a short drive to Sam Ray-
burn and Steinhagen Lakes, weekend 
adventures and world-class fishing are 
always close by. Measurements ap-
proximate. $349,000

WOODVILLE

2163 County Road 3550 Welcome to your private retreat in 
the countryside! This beautifully maintained 3-bedroom, 2.5-
bath home sits on 6.9 unrestricted acres with county road front-
age. Built in 2009 and thoughtfully designed, the home features 
1,908 SF of living space with w/charming Chicago brick accents 
on the front and a cozy wood-burning fireplace in the living 
room. Enjoy peaceful mornings on the expansive 64x16 covered 
back porch — ideal for entertaining or relaxing while watching 
the wildlife. The open-concept kitchen flows into the dining area 
and boasts a pantry for ample storage. The primary suite is a 
true retreat, offering double walk-in closets, a soaking tub, and a 
separate shower. Guests will enjoy a comfortable split floor plan, 
with the secondary bedrooms sharing a full bath with a double 
vanity. This property is as functional as it is beautiful, featuring a 
Generac generator, aerobic septic system, water well, detached 
3-car garage, and a separate storage building. Measurements
approx. $425,000

COLMESNEIL

Office: (409) 283-3110 Cell: (409) 429-4262
Jim Rawson, Broker • Andrea Ayers, Agent7 Miles South of Woodville On Hwy 69

Open Thursday-Monday 9 am - 4 pm • Open Weekends

CHARLES RAWSON CO. REAL ESTATE
www.charlesrawsonrealestate.com

SKI LAKE BRICK HOME, on 2 lots, approx. .58 acre, 2/2, open plan, +/- 1900 sq, ft, new HVAC,F.P., 
workshop, cov. piers, boat lift, partially fenced, Robinhood E. ........................................$269,000
2 LOTS CLOSE TO FIRE DEPT., Water tap, driveway, cleared, Friar Tuck N....................................................$16,000
SKI LAKE WATERVIEW LOTS, .50 acre, water, electric, drive, Charmaine E............PENDING $37,000
LOVELY INTERIOR, gently used 2020 mfd. home, 3 bed, 2 bath, approx. 1140 sq. ft., vaulted ceiling, metal 
roof, lg. cov. deck, fenced, 27th St. ..........................................................................................NOW $74,500
SEPTIC, WATER, ELECTRIC, Carport, Driveway on approx. .42 acre, RV, MFD Home or build, 2nd St. PENDING $30,000
4 LOTS FOR RV, mobile home or build, level, .74 acre, 1st St. ..................................................$40,000
SELLER FINANCE CLEARED LOT FOR RV, mfd. home all utilities 28th St......................... SOLD $26,000
SELLER FINANCE MOBILE HOME, needs TLC, on .60 acre, storage, fence, 21st St. NOW $35,000
VINTAGE  2 bed, 2 bath mfd. home, garage, .60 acre, 28th St., ........................................................$72,000
SKI LAKE  WATERVIEW LOT, level, cleared, .25 acre, new survey, homes only, Charmaine Drive East.... $27,500
LAKE TRISTAN WATERVIEW LOTS, Approx. .37 acre homes only, 23rd St. ..............................................$18,000
NICE  BRICK 2/2, new roof, interior work needed, on half acre, close to the Ski Lake, Elaine ..PENDING $79,000
2 LOTS, level, cleared, driveway for RV, mobile home or build, Emily Ln. ............................................$22,000

FEATURED  LISTING
Unique cabin retreat, 

detached bunkhouses, 
lg. firepit & cook out area, 
approx. .95 acre, 28th St.

REDUCED
$119,500

Woodville: 409-283-8727  |  Wildwood: 409-834-6006

Committed to bringing buyers and sellers together.

Norvelle Rogers, Associate............................. 409-782-6187
Dottie Watts, Associate................................. 409-429-8211
Cale Lepard, Associate................................. 901-229-6154
Ashton Weatherford, Associate...................... 409-429-8453
Mia Spradlin, Associate................................. 936-671-2945
Marina Delgado...............................................956-545-2038

Michele Martindale, Broker
409-429-6202

Ashley Jackson, Supervising Broker, Woodville Office
409-429-4011

INCLUDES: 
Award-winning Local News  & Special Sections 

as well as
Yearly Discover Tyler County Magazine

 & Quarterly East Texan Magazine

1- Year Subscription (Published 52 times a year.)

In County
$50

Out of County
$60

Out of State
$70

E-Edition
$40

Send in this form today along with your check or money order!

Name

Address

City State  Zip

Telephone Number

Email Address
YOU CAN ALSO PAY BY PHONE OR ONLINE | ALL CARDS ACCEPTED

P.O. Box 339
Woodville, Texas 75979

409-283-2516
easttexasnews.com

circulation@tylercountybooster.com
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