JR. HIGH
BASEBALL
UNDERWAY

Junior high baseball is
underway for Mayo, Crest-
wood and Tri-County as
the Redbirds and Eagles
both take wins this week.
SPORTS, 9A

Unique school
reunion party

Former students gath-
ered at the Edgar County
One-Room Rural School
Reunion for dinner and
stayed for the memories.
HISTORY, 3B

Veggie Tales is
back for special

For television viewers who
get nostalgic over singing
vegetables, Christmas is
bringing an extra gift on
TBN.

GRACE, 5B

Mountain city
has great food

Denver, Colorado's
culinary culture makes
fine dining possible for any
meal and any craving.
C’ESTLAVIE, 1B

Corn forecast
throws farmers

The USDA's corn
predictions lean toward a
much higher production
than expected, but state
farmers remain skeptical.
AGRIBUSINESS, 8A

Casey goes big
for Guiness

Casey adds massive

gavel, golf club and swizzle
spoon to its collection of
oversized items, hopes to
make the Guiness Book of
World Records once more.
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Hefner trial date set

Doctor declares Justin Hefner fit to stand trial, despite continuing psychiatric issues

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

After more than a year, mul-
tiple psychiatric evaluations
and two stays in a state mental
hospital, Justin Hefner, 42, is
deemed fit to stand trial.

The testimony of psychi-
atrist Gabriel Valdes during
the fitness hearing Monday,
Aug. 19, was hardly a ringing
endorsement that Hefner is
completely in charge of his
faculties. Several times under
direct examination by public
defender William McGrath
and cross-examination by Ed-
gar County State’s Attorney
Mark Isaf, Valdes declined
to address Hefner’s current
ability to contribute to his de-
fense and deferred to the June

report finding the defendant
fit for release from the Alton
Mental Health Center and a
return to the Edgar County
Jail for trial.

McGrath noted that finding
was reached after an approxi-
mate 30-day stay at Alton even
though a previous report from
the McFarland Mental Health
Center at Springfield stated
there was little probability
Hefner would attain fitness
with less than a year of treat-
ment. The McFarland report
prompted the court to find
Hefner unfit in March and
his custody was eventually
transferred to the Illinois De-
partment of Human Services
and the Alton hospital for
treatment.

Valdes did not read the re-
port from McFarland or eval-
uations by two other psychia-
trists finding
Hefner unfit
prior to mak-
ing his diag-
nosis.

The psy-
chiatrist
had read the
handwritten
materials and phone messag-
es Hefner left with McGrath’s
office.

“There is a lot of anger in
the messages,” said Valdes.
“They are very consistent with
statements he made at Alton”

Valdes confirmed Hefner
has a psychotic disorder due
to a traumatic brain injury.

HEFNER

According the Valdes, Hef-
ner has fixed delusions with a
belief that people are targeting
him and his family with so-
cial media threats to his wife
and school bullying aimed
at his children with a goal of
pressuring him to admit to
something he does not want
to admit.

Hefner was arrested in Feb-
ruary 2018 when he showed
up at the Edgar County Jail
claiming to be a federal agent
in town to make arrests. After
he was detained, a search of
his vehicle revealed an AR-15
rifle with several modifica-
tions to enhance the rate of
fire. He also had a fully loaded
100-round drum magazine for

the rifle and additional loaded

magazines of smaller capacity.

Valdes confirmed Hefner
still believes himself a Depart-
ment of Defense agent and the
defendant is evasive about ex-
plaining why he believes that.

“He refers to his high se-
curity with the Department
of Defense and falls back on
that,” said Valdes, also con-
firming the defendant does
not trust the court system and
insists those involved with the
court are lying about him.

The psychiatrist also testi-
fied that confronting Hefner
about his false beliefs causes
the defendant to get belliger-
ent, and he becomes unco-
operative when he is under
duress.

See HEFNER, Page 8A

VOLUNTEERS COMPLETE CONSTRUCTION FEAT

building looked like, with the walls up, no siding on yet and the roof nearly complete.

Church in a Day’ success

Construction event is the
first of its kind in Paris

BY BETHANNY LAWSON
bethannysbooks@gmail.com

Friday, Aug 16, anyone driving

Bethanny Lawson/The Prairie Press

Crosspoint Apostolic Sanctuary started building a new church at 7 a.m. Friday, Aug. 16. By 9 a.m., this is what the

Polky retiring
from Edgar
County HRC

August 30 will be the
executive's final day

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Work time for Ken Polky, exec-
utive director of the Human Re-
sources Center of Edgar and Clark
Counties, is starting to wind down
as he approaches his Sept. 30 retire-
ment.

It is a move he is taking with con-
sidered deliberation.

“The way people respond to re-
tirement is as varied as they way
they respond to work,” said Polky:

In preparation, he has talked
extensively with people who have
been retired a long time and those
still fresh into retirement for their
perspectives. It has given both him
and his wife, who is retiring a month
later, insight about how to approach
retirement.

“We have both worked long

down Jasper Street near Edgar Cem-
etery saw an army of people hard at
work all day. While morning visitors
saw nothing but framework for a
building across from the cemetery,
by evening there was a completed
church. Even the landscaping was in.

Church in a Day is a project that
goes on nationwide, but this is the
first one to come to Paris. CrossPoint
Apostolic Sanctuary rented a building
to hold church services in for several
years, but last Sunday congregants
got to worship in their own building,
thanks to the success of Church in a
Day.

Pastor Andrew Garvin only got
two hours of sleep the night before
the build, and he and the crew also
worked a sleepless night on Friday
to finish the interior of the building,
Regardless, Garvin was nothing but
optimistic halfway through construc-
tion Friday afternoon.

“Everybody's in good spirits,” he
said. “We're really excited to finally
have this building coming together.”

The spirit behind putting up a
whole church in a single day is a huge
motivator anywhere the project is

Bethanny Lawson/The Prairie Press

By 1 p.m. Friday, much of the building crew for Crosspoint Apostolic Sanctu-
ary had moved to working on the interior of the building, as the roof was on

and much of the siding was complete.

used. The work is all volunteer-based,
which saves both time and money.
There was an abundance of volun-
teers for the project in Paris, who had
to park off-site at the cemetery and
were taken to the site by golf carts.
Every part of the building was crawl-
ing with volunteers at all times, some-
what resembling an anthill.
“Occasionally it feels like people
are climbing on top of each other,”
Garvin joked, “but no one has com-
plained once, everyone's so positive.”
Having a church building is an
essential part of a church's growth,
one which CrossPoint is thrilled to
finally have. Members have plans to
expand in the future, once they out-
grow their new sanctuary, but right
now they are simply grateful to have
new opportunities for hospitality
and contributions to the communi-

ty.

Bethanny Lawson/The Prairie Press

Part of the building crew at Church
in a Day were working on the sanc-

tuary doorway around 1 p.m. Friday,
Aug. 16.

Having their own church building
will equip them with more space to
welcome people into their congre-
gation and church family. The new
building also has reliable air condi-
tioning and more comfortable seat-
ing than the previous location.

For the six years CrossPoint has

See CHURCH, Page 8A

hours, and there never seemed to be
any free time in the schedule,” said
Polky. “The first thing we want to do
is take some time”

Part of that time will be adjusting
to a less demanding lifestyle, ac-
commodating to a change in both
income and expenses and consid-
ering what fresh opportunities to
explore. He credited his wife for
shouldering a lot of the family load
when HRC demanded so much of
his time, and retirement means re-
building connections with her and
their children.

“I don’t want her in that role, and
I want to reward her,” he said. “We
plan to do some traveling while we
One item already at the top of
the must do list is tackling all of the
home improvement projects that
were put off while working full time.

“We want to get our home pre-
pared for the market,” Polky said.
“We are not sure if we are going to
stay or move, or where we might go.
We need a year to decide that”

Most of Polky’s career was spent
in Indiana and Illinois. He grew

See POLKY, Page 8A

Volunteers organize to clean community

More volunteers
needed for Sept. 7
citywide litter sweep

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Everyone reaches a break-
ing point when they say
enough is enough and that
occurred for Phillip Stapp
during a family walk.

Stapp normally collects lit-
ter on these walks using the
type of plastic bag retail stores
put purchases into. On this
occasion, he happened to grab
a 13-gallon kitchen trash bag
and his children’s toy wagon.
He filled the bag with litter
picked up from the street. The
items going into the trash bag

consisted of paper, wrappers,
empty cigarette packages, alu-
minum beverage cans and the
large Polar Pop cups sold at
convenience stores.

“It was seven blocks of one
street, and I filled one trash
bag,” said Stapp. “In my opin-
ion, that’s outrageous.”

He does not understand
why people are so lazy, noting
when he stops to pick up litter
on Main Street there is almost
always a trash can in site, and it
is not a difficult thing to keep a
bagin a car to hold trash until
it can be emptied.

He complained on Face-
book after getting home with
the full bag of other people’s
trash and that evolved into
the idea of volunteers giving

one day for a citywide litter
cleanup.

“I got an overwhelming re-
sponse,” Stapp said regarding
the volunteer idea.

The next step was reach-
ing out for support. Horizon
Health is providing gloves,
sunscreen and hand sanitizer.
Prospect Bank agreed to sup-
ply trash bags and Lake Ridge
Christian Church will keep
volunteers in water and ice
during the daylong event.

Stapp also asked the city
to pay for a dumpster where
volunteers can place the filled
bags at the end of the day.
The council will make a deci-
sion about meeting that cost
during the Monday, Aug. 26,
meeting.

“We are covering the entire
city,” said Stapp, who has cre-
ated approximately 40 clean-
ing routes of about 15 to 20
blocks each. The hope is to get
between 120-150 volunteers
in order to assign six people
per route.

He added this is a good
opportunity for Scout troops,
church youth groups, sorori-
ties, fraternal clubs and indi-
viduals to do something good
for the community.

For safety reasons, the
cleaning routes do not include
Clinton Road or state Route
1 south of the Paris Family
Restaurant or north of Pools
Ace Hardware.

“There is a group of high
school kids that has agreed to

take care of the road going to
the high school. There’s a lot
of trash out there,” said Stapp.

He also sees the litter clean-
up as something families can
do as a teachable moment for
children.

“It will show children you
have to be selfless,” said Stapp.
“Sometimes you have to clean
other people’s mess.”

The Sept. 7 event will help
spruce up the town before the
Sept. 27-28 Honeybee Week-
end, but Stapp is not so naive
as to believe it will stay that
way.

“I know there is a section
of town that will get trashed
again,” he said.

People wanting to help

See CLEAN-UP, Page 8A



2A | SATURDAY, AUGUST 24, 2019

WEATHER/CALENDAR

@he Praivie Press | 217-921-3216 | prairiepress.net

)> RBOUT US

Che Prawie Press

Paris Beacon-News

SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848

Published by
Prairie Beacon, LLC

Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisher
Gary Henry, editor

The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News Volume 5 No. 53 is published weekly
on Saturdays by Prairie Beacon LLC. Application to mail at Periodical
Postage Prices is pending at Paris, IL. POSTMASTER: Please send address
changes to The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News at 101 N. Central Ave,

Paris, IL 61944,
)) ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central
Ave., Paris, IL 61944
Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30
p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts
Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne
Williams, Ruth Patchett, Ned
Jenison, Roger Stanley and
Danny Briseno.
Sports: Jeremy Patterson, Jeff
Chambers, Dan Dundas, Tim
Hendershot
Photographers: Gary Henry,
Adonna Bennett, Tina Jones,
Christian Colvin, Cindy Spencer
and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Barbara Gard
Advertising: Nancy Zeman
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker,
Deadlines: Community news
submissions are due 5 p.m.

)> TALK BACK

ACCURACY CHECKS

Everyone makes mistakes.
We strive to make fewer of
them. Itis our policy to check
every story for its accuracy.
If you were contacted for an
article and the information
wasn't verified, please contact
Publisher Nancy Zeman at
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net.

If you spot a factual error,
let us know that, too.

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the
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Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication. Advertising
(display or classifieds ads)
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior
to the Saturday publication.

About Us: The Prairie Press
Paris Beacon News (USPS
420580) is published weekly
on Saturday by Prairie Bea-
con LLC and is delivered to
residents in and around Edgar
County, Clark County, Doug-
las County, Vermilion County
and Coles County, Ill.

The publisher assumes no
liability through typograph-
ical error and in no event
will liability be assumed for
merchandise incorrectly
priced.

Copyright 2019 by Prairie Bea-
con LLC. All rights reserved.
Reproduction in whole or in
part without written permis-
sion is prohibited.

Edgar County community to
join the discussion to make your
newspaper better.

We'd love to hear what you
think. Drop us an email or stop
by the office.

Have you got a news tip?
Call us at 217-921-3216, email
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or
message us on Facebook.

We always welcome family,
club, church and community
news for publicationin The
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News.
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77 55 80 64
Prec: 0% Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly sunny and pleasant with
highs topping out in the upper 70s.

SUNDAY — Another comfortable day with
highs topping out near 80 under mostly
sunny skies.

MONDAY — Scattered shower and thunder-
storm chances return. Otherwise, mostly
cloudy with highs in the lower 80s.

More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather.
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s ™ s N ™
81 66 80 60 81 61 79 5 78 56
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Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation.
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PLAN YOUR WEEK

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN

The community kitchen serves
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday,
weather permitting, and exclusive
of holidays, at the Human
Resources Center, 118 E. Court
Street, Paris.

QUILTING GROUP MEETS

The next Bee Quilters Guild meet-
ing is 6:30 p.m. Aug. 26 in the Ot-
terbein United Methodist church
basement, 406 West Washington
Street. The meeting is open to

all with an interest, regardless

of skill level, because all are still
learning. More information at
217-251-1394.

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS lllinois #2318 meets every
Tuesday in the basement of the
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-

in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every
Tuesday in the basement of the
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris.
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m.
Information about the Weight
Watchers system is available at
www.weightwatchers.com, or by
attending a meeting.

THURSDAY
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)) DON'T MISS

THREE-PART DEMENTIA SEMINAR: SEP. 5, OCT. 3, NOV. 4

A free seminar series about dementia is coming to the Marshall
Library this fall. Nurse Jackie Witges from Willowbrook Man-
agement leads the first session 6:30 p.m. Sept. 5 covering the
basics of the disease through understanding brain changes
and behavior in dementia patients. The second session is 6:30
p.m. Oct. 3, and Elizabeth Hagemann's presentation is “Know
the 10 Signs: Early Detection Matters.” Hagemann, Manager

of Education & Community Volunteers of the Alzheimer’s
Association, will highlight warning signs of Alzheimer's disease.
Attendees will also hear from people who have the disease and
find out how to recognize the warning signs in themselves and
others. “Advance Directives: What are they and who needs
them?"is 6:30 p.m. Nov. 4. Nurse Practitioner Amy Ladd from
Hospice of Wabash Valley will answer questions about making
decisions in times of medical crisis, advance directives and
why they are needed. Registration is recommended, but not
required, for the dementia workshop series. More information
is available by calling the library at 217-826-2535 or visiting

www.marshallillibrary.com.

SHARE YOUR EVENT

Community events are published for free as space allows.
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:
Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944

Questions? call 217-921-3216.

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room
with weigh-ins beginning at 8
a.m. and the meeting starting

at 9 a.m. More information is
available by attending a meeting
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at
251-4722.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER

The Paris Veterans of Foreign
Wars Auxiliary weekly dinner

is 5-7 p.m., Aug. 29, at the post
home. The $5 meal includes fish,
baked beans, coleslaw and a
drink. Dessert may be purchased
for another $1.
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MUSIC IN THE PARK

Music in the Park features Randy
Rhoads & Rhadioplay playing
classic rock 6:30 p.m. Aug. 30 at
Spicer Pavilion in Twin Lakes Park.
This is the last Music in the Park
performance for the 2019 season.

UPCOMING

CLINICS CLOSE FOR HOLIDAY
The Horizon Health clinics at
Paris, Chrisman, Oakland and the
NAL Health Clinic will be closed
Monday, Sept. 2, in observance of
Labor Day. All locations resume
normal business hours Tuesday,
Sept. 3. The EZ Care walk-in clin-
ics at Paris and Marshall are open

2018
CERTIFICATE of
EXCELLENCE

ge)

trip

Labor Day with regular hours of 9
a.m.-7 p.m.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. the first and third Saturdays
of every month for 2019

SWINFORD FAMILY REUNION
The Swinford Family and Friends
Annual Reunion is noon Sept. 8
at the Twin Lakes West Park Pavil-
ion. Those attending are asked to
bring a covered dish to share for
the potluck meal and their own
table service.

CAR SHOW

The Danville Vintage Rods Car
Club is hosting the Great Ameri-
can Graffiti Night Car Show 4-10
p.m. Sept. 14 at the Vermilion
County Airport. The event is
open to all cars, trucks and bikes.
Other attractions include food,
music, games and a swap meet.
Car registration is $10, admission
is $2 and those under age 12 are
free. All proceeds from the car
show are funding a scholarship
for an area student to attend the
automotive program at Danville
Area Community College.

CRAFT AND VENDOR SHOW

A Craft and Vendor Show and
bake sale is 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 14, at the Kansas Chris-
tian Church. There is no charge
to attend and the space has
booths for various craft vendors,
independent sales vendors and a
bake sale. Proceeds of the bake
sale benefit the Ladies Retreat
of the church. More information
is available by contacting Diana
Acord at 217-822-9825 or kan-
sascc@gmail.com

BINGO FOR SENIOR CITIZENS
Marshall Rehabilitation and Nurs-
ing is sponsoring bingo for senior
citizens 11:45 a.m. Sept. 19 at the
Sutton Senior Center, Paris.

CHAMBER GOLF OUTING
Marshall Chamber Golf Outing
8a.m.to 4 p.m. Sept. 20 at the
Marshall Golf Course. Two flights
eight teams each. 8 a.m. and
noon shotgun starts. Flights will
fill based on first come first serve
basis.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. the first and third Saturdays
of every month for 2019.

BINGO FOR SENIOR CITIZENS
Marshall Rehabilitation and Nurs-
ing is sponsoring bingo for senior
citizens 10:30 a.m. Sept. 24 at
the Paris Carnegie Library.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical
Society is open from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. today and the first and
third Saturdays of every month
for 2019

What can you
expect with a home
loan from First Mid?

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL.
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Casey seeks more blggest records

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

CASEY - Big things in a
small town have significant-
ly impacted Casey, located in
neighboring Clark County.

The small town holds sev-
eral Guinness World Records
for largest attractions that have
brought excitement to the lo-
cals and drawn tourists. That is
the catalyst that led Jim Bolin
to create additional big items, a
gavel, a golf club and a swizzle
spoon that were officially mea-
sured Tuesday. Aug. 20.

“The biggest things have
given the community some-
thing to talk about that is up-
lifting,” said big things creator
Jim Bolin. “It has shifted the
conversation to a positive one
instead of talking about the
negatives.”

He has engineered the large
items with the help of his fam-
ily and employees of Bolin En-
terprises, Inc.

He added residents are en-
thusiastic about the attractions
and often act as tour guides
showing friends and family the
landmarks.

“T hear all the time ‘My rela-
tion came in and I got to show
them the bigs things,” he said.

The first big creation, the
world’s largest wind chime, was
erected in the fall of 2011, two
years after Bolin got the idea.
Now the community boasts
of the worlds largest pitch-
fork, golf tee, rocking chair,
knitting needles and crochet

Suzanne Williams/The Prairie Press

Joey O'Rourke, right, of WMMC Radio in Marshall, serves as

an official witness to the measuring ceremony of what Bolin’s
Enterprises in Casey hopes to be the town’s next world’s largest
for the Guinness Book of World Records. O’Rourke assists Caleh
Towles of Myers Engineering Inc. of Terre Haute, Ind. to docu-
ment Towles’ measurements with surveying equipment hefore
using a measuring tape to measure all aspects of the golf club.
Also measured that day to meet another record was the large
gavel at the Clark County Courthouse and a swizzle spoon to be
displayed in front of Brownie’s Place in Casey.

hook, mailbox and wooden
shoes. Other big items include
a wooden token, toy airplane,
yardstick, ear of corn, pencil,
bird cage, minion, spinning
top, baseball bat and book-
worm.

Bolin will know the out-
come of this week’s measuring
attempt Sept. 28 when the
town hosts a Guinness mea-
suring event of three additional
pieces - an automobile key, a
barber pole and a teeter-totter.
Representatives of the Guin-
ness organization are expected

Suzanne Williams/The Prairie Press

Official witness Molly Bellamey, of the lllinois Tourist Informa-
tion Center, worked with Caleb Towles of Myers Engineering, Inc.
to carefully measure the dimensions of what creator Jim Bolin
of Casey hopes is the Guinness World’s Record largest golf club.
Bolin used the talented staff of Bolin’s Enterprises to create the
club that is constructed from persimmon wood.

to do the measuring for those
items.

Bolin said the attractions he
designs are mostly made from
repurposed materials and are
created for different amusing
reasons. He has drawn them on
napkins or whatever is handy
when an idea comes to him.

“Thad a tree die and had per-
simmon wood. Golf clubs are
made out of the wood because
of its strength, so we made a
golf club,” he said. “I saw a gavel
at an antique store in Missouri
and thought that was a good
idea”

The gavel was placed on the
Clark County Courthouse be-
cause it is the county seat.

He also plans to construct
a large mousetrap with a sign
reading “Trapped in Casey” for
the new visitors center opening
later in downtown Casey.

According to Bolin, the big
things draw tourists to the area
but the specialty shops that are
now open keep people coming
back to Casey on a regular ba-
sis.

“We have had many stores
opening up because of this,”
said Bolin.

Dave Liebenow, owner of
The Casey Candy Depot and
chamber of commerce presi-
dent agreed.

“This is what brought us
here,” said Liebenow. “We
opened up the store three years
ago because of the wonderful
things going on here. It is a
great opportunity.”

The business he operates
with his wife, Beverly, islocated
behind the world’s largest mail-
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box. Liebenow said while the
store’s business is tourist driv-
en, they depend on repeat cus-
tomers within a 50-mile radius
who come to Casey specifically
to buy their sweet treats.

“We have regulars from Eff-
ingham, Terre Haute, Charles-
ton and Mattoon that come
back on aregular basis,” he said.

Liebenow and members of
the community gathered Tues-
day, Aug. 20, to watch the offi-
cial measuring ceremony.

Caleb Towles of Myers engi-
neering used surveying equip-
ment to get the measurements
of the golf club before measur-
ing a second time with a tape
measure. He was assisted by
official witnesses Joey O'Ro-
urke of WMMC and Molly
Bellamey of the Illinois Tour-
ist Information Center, who
recorded the many different
measurements.

The same process was fol-
lowed for the swizzle spoon as-
sisted by official witnesses Pat-
ty Richards, a local historian,
and Marsha Lee from Casey In
Action.

“We try to have active com-
munity members involved in
this exciting process,” said Deb
Bohannon, marketing, media
and human resource manager
at BEI

The public is welcome to
attend the measuring cere-
mony in September. More in-
formation will be provided in
the near future cityofcaseyil.
org/chamber-commerce or on
Facebook at Casey IL Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Baber art exhibited
at Swope museum

SPECIALTO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, Ind.
— The colorful art of Edgar
County native Alice Baber
is on exhibit at the Swope
Art Museum until Oct. 27.

Titled “Color Hunger”
the exhibit concentrates
on Baber’s early works and
is located mostly on the
second floor lobby and
education galleries. The
Swope’s Second Saturday
Studio program Oct. 12
is inspired by the colors of
Baber’s paintings, and the
1-3 p.m. drop-in program
in the Swope Education
Center is free for people
of all ages.

Starting in the lobby is
a work from Baber’s time
as a student at Indiana
University, where she re-
ceived her Master of Art
in 1951 under the study
of the figurative expres-
sionist Alton Pickens.
The works are from the
collection of the late Ron-
nie Templeton of Terre
Haute, a sorority sister of
Baber at Indiana Univer-
sity.

After a summer of study
in Paris, France, Baber
(1929-1982) settled in
New York during the fall
of 1951 and began her
work in abstracts. Follow-
ing chronologically from
her still life pieces to her
Red Man series, the ex-

hibition culminates in the
Education Gallery with ex-
amples of her internationally
known works.

A painter, printmaker, cu-
rator, feminist and writer,
Baber’s abstract expression-
ist paintings in watercolor
and oil explored the infinite
range of possibilities of col-
or and light within and from
the form of the circle. With
a focus on composition,
transparency, color and line,
Baber aimed to depict the
form of a feeling through the
use of intense pigments.

She constantly sought to
satisfy her indulgence for
what she later called her col-
or hunger that she likened
to the hunger of plants for
light.

Baber was also instrumen-
tal in curating and organiz-
ing exhibitions of women
artists, most notably an
international exhibition of
125 artists in celebration of
the United Nations’ Inter-
national Women’s Year in
1975. Her artistic career was
cut short by cancer at the age
of 54.

The majority of the works
in the exhibition are from
the collection of the Link
Art Gallery in Paris. The ex-
hibition is underwritten by
Hank Metzger Landscape,
Inc. of Terre Haute.

For more information:
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Cases appearing in Edgar County Circuit Court

)) _COURT

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

These cases appeared before
the bench during the Aug. 12
and Aug. 1S criminal and traf-
fic calls in Edgar County Cir-
cuit Court.

IN CUSTODY

Hjoseph W. Christopher,
28, Chrisman, appeared in
custody. The unresolved peti-
tions to revoke his probation
sentences for a Class 2 felony
aggravated battery, a Class 3
felony aggravated battery, a
Class 3 felony possession of
methamphetamine and a Class
A misdemeanor unlawful use
of weapons convictions were
continued for a pretrial con-
ference. In another matter, he
was granted a bond reduction
for his unresolved Class 2 fel-
ony burglary, Class 3 felony
aggravated Dbattery, Class 4
felony criminal trespassing,
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a revoked license and a

Class A misdemeanor battery
charges. Bond was reduced
to $7,000 from the original
bond of $15,000 and the mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial
conference. Christopher was
remanded to custody pending
posting of bond.

MAngela D. Eslinger, 37,
Vermilion, appeared in cus-
tody for missing a sentencing
hearing on a petition to revoke
her court supervision sentence
for a Class A misdemeanor
conviction. The matter was
continued for the sentencing
hearing. She was remanded
to custody pending posting of
bond.

BScott D. LaBaume, 38,
Paris, appeared in custody. He
was charged with a Class 3 fel-
ony failure to report to a penal
institution. The public defend-
er was appointed and the mat-
ter was continued for a first
appearance with counsel. La-
Baume was granted a personal
recognizance bond and was
remanded to custody pending
release processing.

Paris, IL
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MEve A. Lorance, 37, New-
man, appeared in custody. A
sentencing hearing was sched-
uled for the petition to revoke
her conditional discharge sen-
tences for two counts of a Class
4 felony aggravated fleeing
from police and a Class 3 felo-
ny possession of methamphet-
amine convictions. She was
remanded to custody pending
posting of bond.

HAshley Mobley, aka Ash-
ley LaBaume, 33, Chrisman,
appeared in custody and was
charged with a Class 3 felony
aggravated battery, a Class A
misdemeanor domestic bat-
tery and a Class C misdemean-
or disorderly conduct. The
case was given to the public
defender and bond was set at
$5,000. The matter was contin-
ued for the preliminary hear-
ing. Her bond conditions in-
clude she is to have no contact
with the apparent victim or the
victim’s residence. Mobley was
remanded to custody pending
posting of bond.

BTersh S. Scamihorn, 25,
Charleston, appeared in cus-
tody, waived the preliminary
hearing and pleaded not guilty
with a jury trial demand to a
Class 4 felony unlawful pos-
session of a certificate of title,
a Class 4 felony obstruction
of justice and a Class A misde-
meanor obstruction of justice
charges. The matter was con-
tinued for a pretrial conference.
He was remanded to custody
pending posting of bond.

B Alexus S. Young, 22, Ver-
milion, appeared in custody
and was charged with a Class 2
felony aggravated battery and a
Class A misdemeanor resisting
a police officer. The public de-
fender was assigned and bond
was set at $5,000. The matter
was continued for the prelim-
inary hearing and Young was
remanded to custody pending
posting of bond.

CHARGES
HJessica L. Bond, 25, Par-

is, was charged with a Class
4 felony aggravated assault, a
Class A misdemeanor resisting
a police officer and a Class C
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct. The public defender was
appointed and the matter was
continued for the preliminary
hearing,

BRyan M. Fletcher, 33, Par-
is, was charged with a Class C
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct. He told the court he will
hire an attorney. The matter
was continued for a first ap-
pearance with counsel.

BEvan J. Kispert, 20, Paris,
was charged with a Class 4 fel-
ony possession of a controlled
substance. He told the court
he will hire an attorney. The
matter was continued for the
preliminary hearing.

BCynthia I Johnson, 57,
Casey, was charged with two
counts of a Class A misde-
meanor driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol. The case
went to the public defender.
The matter was continued for
afirst appearance with counsel.

MSevdet Malovski, 38, Par-
is, was charged and pleaded
guilty to a Class B misdemean-
or speeding charge. He was
sentenced to one year of con-
ditional discharge, a $300 fine,
court costs and various state
fees.

ETyler D. Mitchell, 19,
Robinson, was charged and
pleaded guilty with a jury trial
demand to a Class B misde-
meanor. He was sentenced to a
$300 fine, court costs and vari-
ous state fees.

BEBradley C. Moore, 41,
Marseilles, was charged and
pleaded guilty to a Class B mis-
demeanor. He was sentenced
to a $300 fine, court costs and
various state fees.

BMAmanda J. Smith, 38,
Hume, was charged with a
Class A misdemeanor driving
on a suspended license. The
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with

counsel.

BGage M. Rager, 21, Par-
is, was charged with a Class B
misdemeanor speeding, and
the public defender got the
case. The matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with
counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS

BRyan Gardner, no age
provided, Oakwood, pleaded
guilty to a Class C misdemean-
or disorderly conduct charge.
He was sentenced to one year
of conditional discharge and a
$200 fine. He was ordered to
have no contact with the ap-
parent victim.

BMary Jo Tatum, 47, John-
ston City, pleaded guilty to a
Class A misdemeanor driving
on a revoked license charge.
She was sentenced to 10 days
in jail with credit for five days
previously served and the re-
maining time to start Aug. 15,
one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $300 fine, court costs
and various state fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS

BKylee J. Beaven, 32, Paris,
failed to appear in court. In her
absence, the preliminary hear-
ing was held. A not guilty plea
with a jury trial demand was
made on her behalf. An arrest
warrant was ordered and bond
was set at $12,000.

BEMark A. Dill, 56, Paris,
pleaded not guilty with a jury
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor battery charge. The
matter was continued for a pre-
trial conference.

HMJjacob L. Neibarger, 23,
Paris, denied a petition to re-
voke his court supervision
sentence for a Class A misde-
meanor battery conviction. A
pretrial conference was sched-
uled.

MPatrick M. Thompson,
54, Kansas, pleaded not guilty
with a jury trial demand to a
Class 3 felony possession of
methamphetamine. The public
defender was appointed and

the matter was continued for a
pretrial conference.

OTHER MATTERS

MBrendan P. Connors, 48,
Charleston, was ordered to
servel4 days in jail with work
release attached to his Class 4
felony domestic battery con-
viction.

BChad R. Jewell, 41, Paris,
learned the court imposed a
42-day jail sentence with work
release attached to his Class A
misdemeanor driving under
the influence of alcohol con-
viction.

BKip M. Pesavento, S0,
Terre Haute, Ind. was resen-
tenced on a petition to revoke
his probation sentence for a
Class 3 felony possession of
methamphetamine  convic-
tion to 120 days in jail with
credit for 26 days previously
served, 90 days to be served
as electronic home monitor-
ing and the remaining 38 days
subject to the court’s discre-
tion, two years of probation.
ordered to pay all previous
financial obligations and or-
dered to obtain counseling per
an evaluation.

B Courtney R. Swinford, 27,
Paris, was sentenced on a pe-
tition to revoke her probation
sentence for a Class 4 felony
obstruction of justice convic-
tion. She was resentenced to
120 days in jail with credit for
24 days previously served and
the remaining time subject
to the court’s discretion, two
years of conditional discharge
and an ordered to pay all previ-
ous financial obligations.

WARRANTS

Warrants were issued and
prepared when the following
individuals failed to answer the
court call: Courtni A. Hays,
33, Paris; Brian D. Nicholson,
35, Paris; Marcus D. Priest, 37,
Tilton; Clayton S. Rhoads, 18,
Paris; Dustin P. Scott, 29, Rob-
inson; and Christy L. Tingley,
31, Paris.

Program demonstrates grinding effect of poverty

SPECIALTO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

For nearly three hours, reg-
ular full and part-time staff
at Lincoln Trail College in
Robinson took on the roles
of a single father, head of the
household for a unique blend
of dependents or a college stu-
dent trying to make ends meet.

These roles, among nearly
50 others, were part of a pov-
erty simulation led by Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension
employees designed to mimic
barriers faced by low-income

individuals and families. When
employees arrived in the LTC
cafeteria they were randomly
assigned to a family and asked
to sit in pods of chairs ranging
in number from one to five.
They wore nametags showing
their new name, age and role in
the family.

Each family had a packet of
information explaining its par-
ticular situation.

Over the course of four
15-minute periods simulat-
ing a week, each family had to
learn how to navigate a dozen
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different community resources
positioned around the room.
Ilinois Extension employ-
ees staffed these community
resources including a utility
company, employer, grocery
store, daycare, school, quick
cash store, bank, pawnshop,
jail, juvenile hall, realtor, social
services and community ac-
tion and inter-faith agencies.

Families were tasked with
keeping their families safe and
fed while juggling health emer-
gencies, transportation issues,
lack of money, working at their
job and many other typical
day-to-day barriers that might
spring up.

Some families wore signs
indicating they were hungry
and could not afford to buy
groceries that week. Children
were left alone at home while
their parents went to work.
One single dad was seen
pooling his money with his
teenage daughter and preteen
son to come up with enough
cash to keep their electricity
on. Other families were seen
negotiating at the pawnshop,
counting out cash for rent at
the realtor or bartering with
each other for needed items.

At the conclusion of each

15-minute week, extension
staff checked in with each
family to determine their sit-
uation. Some were still hun-
gry or fired from their jobs
because of lack of transporta-
tion, while others were evict-
ed from their homes, robbed
of their kitchen appliances or
spent an enormous amount of
their time gathering needed
resources from social service
agencies.

At the conclusion of the
simulated month, the en-
tire group reflected on their
poverty experiences. Many
reported the lack of transpor-
tation as their biggest hurdle.
Others reported how stressed
they were, how they were
vulnerable to crime and how
guilty they felt leaving their
kids alone.

Because poverty has impli-
cations in the classroom, Lin-
coln Trail College employees
shared the importance of hav-
ing empathy for their students
and working to connect them
with community resources
to give them hope. They also
discussed that poverty can ex-
tend the time it takes a student
to complete their degree or be
a barrier to student retention.

)) OBITUARIES

STEVE DAVIS

CASEY - Stephen Allen
Davis, 79, of Casey, passed
away at 8:30 p.m. Sunday,

day, Aug. 22, at Markwell
Funeral Home, with the Rev.
Justin - Janney officiating.
Burial followed in Washing-

Aug. 18, ton Street Cemetery. Visita-
2019, at tion was from 11 a.m. until
Union Hos- the service time Thursday at
pital, Terre the funeralhome.

Haute, Ind. More information and
A funeral online condolences at
service was www.markwellfuneral-

1 p.m. Thurs- home.com.
LEE MARKWELL Gary Fairchild officiating.
CASEY - Lee Clinton Military graveside rites
Markwell, 93, of Casey, by Casey Veterans of For-
passed away at 10:04 a.m. eign Wars and Martinsville
Sunday, American Legion accom-
Aug. 18, pany burial in the Casey
2019, at Ca- Cumberland Cemetery. Vis-
sey Health itation was from 4 to 7 p.m.
Care Center. Friday Aug. 23, at the funer-

A funer- alhome.

al service is ~ Memorial donations may
10 a.m. Sat- be made to the Casey Unit-
urday, Aug. ed Methodist Church or

24, at Mark- Casey VFW.
well Funeral = More information and

Home, with
the Rev.

online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.
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JAMES MELTON SR.

James Edward Melton Sr.,
81, of Kansas, passed away
at 10:05 p.m. Thursday, Aug.
22, 2019, at
Paris Health-
care Center.
He was re-
tired  after
serving 23
years in the
United States
Army.  He
later owned
and operat-
i ed Melton
>l Trucking in
Kansas for10 years.

The family is hosting a
memorial service Thursday,
Aug. 29, at Grace Fellowship
Church in Paris. Military
rites take place at 6 p.m. and
the memorial service follows.
Visitation is from S p.m. un-
til service time at the church.
Templeton Funeral Home
is in charge of the arrange-
ments.

Mr. Melton was born May
21, 1938, at Oliver, the son
of the late Ellis L. and Mary

Elizabeth Bettle Melton. He
married Nancy L. Wilt Feb.
10, 1957, at Dennison, and
she survives.

Other survivors include
two sons, James Melton Jr.
of Kansas, and Ricky (Mar-
sha) Melton of Effingham;
a daughter, Susan (David)
Belzer of Kansas City, Mo.; a
brother, Steve Melton of Par-
is; a sister, Virginia Fitzgerald
of North Carolina; 16 grand-
children; and 25 great-grand-
children.

He was preceded in death
by a daughter-in-law, Josie
Melton; and a sister, Ruth
Twigg.

During his military ca-
reer, Mr. Melton served in
Vietnam, Korea and Europe.
He was an active member of
Grace Fellowship Church
having served on the board
for many years.

Memorial donations may
be made to the Danville Na-
tional Cemetery.

Online condolences at
www.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

BILL WILKEY

William  Michael “Bill”
Wilkey, 35, of Paris, and for-
merly of Brocton, passed
away at 5:36
am. EDT
Wednes-
day,  Aug
21, 2019,
at  Eskenazi
Hospital, In-
dianapolis,
Ind. He was
employed at North American
Lighting as a certified forklift
driver.

A celebration of life ser-
vice is 10:30 a.m. Monday,
Aug. 26, at Templeton Fu-
neral Home. Burial follows
in Payne Cemetery, north of
Brocton. Visitation is from 3
to 7 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 25, at
the funeral home.

Mr. Wilkey was born June
3, 1984, at Paris, the son of
Mike and Donna Gardner
Wilkey.

Survivors include his par-
ents, Mike and Donna Wilkey
of Brocton; a brother, Mark
(Marci) Wilkey of Benton;

WILKEY

paternal grandmother, Ruth
Wilkey of Mattoon; longtime
girlfriend, Loretta Gahimer
of Vermilion; two nephews,
Derek and Eli Wilkey of Ben-
ton; several uncles and aunts,
including Sue Vail of Kansas
and Diana Ellingson of Na-
poleon, Ohio; many cousins;
and his cat, Merle.

He was preceded in death
by paternal grandfather, Da-
vid Wilkey; maternal grand-
parents, William and Dorothy
Thrasher; and two uncles,
Frank Vail IIT and John Elling-
son.

Mr. Wilkey was a 2003
graduate of Shiloh High
School. He enjoyed riding his
motorcycle. He loved fishing,
shooting guns and was an
avid animal lover. Above all
else, he loved spending time
with his family and girlfriend.

Memorial donations may
be made to the Exotic Feline
Rescue Center, Center Point,
Ind.

Online condolences avail-
able at wwwTempletonFu-
neralHome.com.

CARLYLE BRANSON

Carlyle Richard Branson, 78,
of Paris, passed away at S am.
Sunday, Aug. 18, 2019, at his
___________residence.

A funeral
service was 2
pm. Thurs-
day, Aug. 22,
at Stewart and
Carroll Fu-
neral Home,
with  Pastor
Gary William-
son officiat-
ing. Burial was
in Edgar Cem-
etery. Visitation was from noon
until the service time Thursday
at the funeral home.

Memorial donations may be
made to the Paris First Church
of the Nazarene.

More information and
online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneral-
home.com.

STEPHANIE KIMBALL

Stephanie Ann Kimball,
59, of Terre Haute, Ind., and
formerly of Paris, passed away
at 3 am.
EDT Satur-
day, Aug. 17,
2019, at her
residence.

A memo-
rial visitation
was from
4 to 6 pm.
CDT Thurs-
day, Aug. 22,
at  Temple-
ton Funeral
Home. Private interment is at
a later date.

Memorial donations may
be made to Heart to Heart
Hospice or a charity of the do-
nor’s choice.

More information and
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

PAULA CHRISTIAN

Paula Kay Christian, 61,
of Paris, passed away at 3:02
p-m. Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2019,
at Carle Hospital, Urbana.

At her request, all services
are private. Templeton Funer-
al Home of Paris is assisting
with the arrangements.

More information and
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

TERRY BAYES

CHARLESTON - Terry
Bayes, 63, of rural Charleston,
passed away Saturday, Aug. 17,
2019, at his
home after a
courageous
battle  with
cancer.

A memori-
al visitation is
from 10 am.
to noon to-
day, Aug. 24,2019 at the Harp-
er-Swickard Funeral Home.
Friends are invited to share
memories in a short service, be-
ginning at noon. The family re-
quests casual attire for those at-
tending and camo is welcome.

Memorial donations may
be made to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital or Shriner’s
Hospitals for Children.

BAYES

LINDA BURTNER

MARSHALL - Linda
K. Burtner, 61, of Marshall,
and formerly of Paris, passed
away Mon-
day,  Aug
19, 2019, at
Union Hos-
pital,  Terre
Haute, Ind.

A  memo-
rial visitation
was S to 7
pm. Thursday, Aug. 22, at
Pearce Funeral Home.

BURTNER

CHARLES EVELAND

Charles Edward Eveland,
90, of Paris, passed away at
8:35 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 22,
2019, at Paris
Healthcare
Center. He
was  retired
from the JL
Case Compa-
ny, and had
worked  for
the City of
Paris at Potts Lane.

A funeral service is 10 a.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 27, at Stewart
and Carroll Funeral Home,
with the Rev. Michael Dixon
officiating. Burial, with mili-
taryhonors, follows in Pleasant
Hill Cemetery, near Kansas.
Visitation is from 4 to 7 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 26, at the funer-
alhome.

Mr. Eveland was born Sept.
30, 1928, at Paris, the son of
the late Robert and Ida Ro-
salie Humphrey Eveland. He
married Betty I. Perry Eveland
Oct. 29, 1949, at Paris, and she
passed away May 8, 2003. He
then married Larma “Susie”
Haavisto Malone Eveland June
24, 2004, in Henry County,
Tennessee, and she survives.

Other survivors include
three children, Betty Jean
Scroggin of Mt. Pulaski, Den-
nis Eveland of Plano, Texas,
and Janice Peterson of Paris;
two siblings, Robert Eveland

'
EVELAND

More information and of Paris and Marcella Johnson
online condolences at www. of Paris; five grandchildren,
pearcefuneralhome.com. Travis Scroggin of New Berlin,
MIRIAM FINDLEY Janice (Bruce) Ziemer of Chi-

Lila Miriam Low Findley,
93, formerly of Paris, died at
10 p.m. Friday, Aug. 16, 2019,
at Mark
Twain Man-
or, Bridgeton,
Mo.

A wake
and funeral
service was
Wednesday
morning,
Aug. 21, at Hutchens Mortu-
ary, Florissant, Mo. A burial
service was 11:30 a.m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 22, in the Marshall
Cemetery.

Mrs. Findley was born Nov.
27, 1925, at Marshall, the
daughter of Charles and Nellie
Saiter Low.

She is survived by a son, Da-
vid (Jeanette Ogle) Findley of
Florissant, Mo.; a daughter,

FINDLEY

cago; two grandsons, Patrick
(Amanda Mathieu) Findley of
Olivette, Mo. and Scott (Mary
Jo Silver) Findley of Carrsville,
Va,; four grandchildren, Adri-
anna and Travis of Olivette
and McKenna and Raelyn of
Carrsville; brother, Harold
(Lee) Low of Highland, Ark;
sister, Carolyn (Darrell) Huey
of Mt. Carmel; and many niec-
es, nephews and cousins in the
Paris and Marshall area.

Mrs. Findley lived for many
years in Paris, where she
worked at the Dart and Taylor
Vet Clinic. In 1978, she moved
to St. Petersburg, Fla., where
she also worked for a vet clin-
ic. After retiring in 2000, she
moved to the St. Louis area.

More information and
online condolences at www.
hutchensfuneralhome.com.
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Nicole Meagher of Mt. Pulas-
ki, Andy Scroggin of Clinton,
Illinois, Petie Peterson of Par-
is and Colt Peterson of Paris;
and 10 great-grandchildren,
Ava Scroggin, Allee Scroggin,
Kiersten Meagher, Kayla Mea-
gher, Braden Meagher, Wesley
Meagher, Elijah Scroggin, Issac
Scroggin, Trey Peterson and
Emery Peterson.

He was preceded in death by
three siblings, James Eveland,
Kathryn Hiddle and Eugene
Eveland and one great-grand-
child, Gabriel Scroggin.

Mr. Eveland was a veteran
of the United States Army.
He was a member of First
Christian Church Disciples
of Christ, Marshall American
Legion Post 90 and the 1544th
US. Army National Guard
Transportation Company.

Online  condolences  at

www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.
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WILLIAM KERNS

William Dean Kerns, 89, of
Paris, passed away at 2:10 a.m.
Thursday, Aug. 22, 2019, at
Hawthorne
Inn of Dan-
ville. He was
retired  after
many years
as a Certi-
fied  Public
Accountant,
serving  as
Comptroller
of  Quaker
Elevator  of
Dana, Ind,
and Numerical Concepts of
Terre Haute, Ind. He had pre-
viously farmed, and also taught
for a number of years at Indi-
ana State University.

A funeral service is 11 a.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 27, at Temple-
ton Funeral Home, with Pas-
tor Daniel Smith officiating.
Burial follows in Edgar Cem-
etery and is accompanied by
military rites by American Le-
gion Post #211. Visitation is
from 10 a.m. until the service
time Tuesday at the funeral
home.

Mr. Kerns was born March
31, 1930, at Martinsville, Ind.,
the son of the late Harold
and Jessie Miller Kerns. He
married Maxine Evans Nov.
28, 1970, and she preceded
him in death Aug. 14, 1980.
He later married Barbara
Ann Moore Sept. 26, 1981,
at Grace Lutheran Church in
Paris, and she preceded him in
death Oct. 6,2004.

His marriage to Barbara
Moore brought three daugh-
ters into his life, Brenda

(Rich) Burman of Arlington
Heights, Cindy (Larry) My-
ers of Danville and Pam ( Joe)
Pereira of Murrell's Inlet,
S.C., who became treasured
blessings to him, as did four
grandchildren, Cara Knut-
son of Downers Grove, An-
thony Giacomin of Chicago,
Brittany (Randy) Wisler of
Osceola, Ind., and Christina
(Eric) Hamric of Bradford,
Ind.; two step-grandchildren,
Lauri (Dennis) Flaherty of
Decatur and David (Jodie)
Myers of Westville; eight
great-grandchildren; and five
step-great-grandchildren.
Other survivors include two
sisters, Ina Belle Keen of
Green Bay, Wis., and Carole
Diehm of Evansville, Ind.; and
several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by
a grandson, Aaron Pereira, and
an infant brother.

Mr. Kerns was a U.S. Army
veteran of the Korean War,
earning the rank of corporal.
He attended Purdue Univer-
sity prior to earning his Bach-
elor’s Degree in Accounting
from Indiana State University.
He was a member of Grace
Lutheran Church of Paris as
well as American Legion Post
#211 and Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post #3601. He will be
remembered as a man of deep
faith who took pride in his
family and was dedicated to
the service of other veterans.

Memorial donations may
be made to Grace Lutheran
Church of Paris or to V.EW.
Post #3601.

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.
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China s
winning
the ‘war’

For millennia, war was how people did
economic development. Today, economic
and technical dominance are how we do war,
and right now we're losing
something akin to a modern
war with China.

When I first arrived in
Shanghai 15 years ago, to
serve as a foreign expert
(visiting professor) at Fudan
University, one of China’s

JIM best, I took a stretch-the-
NOWLAN legs Saturday morning stroll
GUEST i

SOETIN along a street outside my

guest quarters.

I came upon a gaggle of
little kids in neat uniforms, gathering outside
what was obviously a school building.

Later I asked my host professor about this.
“Oh, of course, our children all attend school
every Saturday morning, until noon.”

Indeed, Chinese children not only attend
school about 210 days each year (versus our
174 days), but for an hour longer each week-
day than in the U.S.

Chinese and other Asian youngsters are
hungry to learn and become rich (exhorted
by their parents).

How hungry? During my first teaching gig
at Fudan, I took a 6:30 a.m. walk around the
campus with my assistant teacher, graduate
student Gu Yu. We walked by a group of
maybe 20 young people, standing before the
doors of a campus building.

“Who are they, and why are they standing
there?” I asked. “Oh, they’re students. They’re
waiting for the library to open.”

The Chinese government is pouring huge
amounts of money into education. More
Chinese are now enrolled in their universities
than Americans here. Scores of thousands ad-
ditional Chinese attend university in the U.S,,
soaking in knowledge from our best schools,
which they apply upon their return to China.

And, as China has four times more people
than we have, it is but arithmetic to note that
China has more honor students than we have
students.

Over the course of three foreign expert
visits to China, I also saw firsthand how fast

See NOWLAN, Page 7A

AFL-CIO
gets new
leadership

The Illinois AFL-CIO hosted its annual
State Fair reception last week. The highlight
was probably a speech by Gov. J.B. Pritzker,
who thanked his audience of
union leaders for their sup-
port in the 2018 campaign
and for their help passing an
enormous amount of legisla-
tion during his first session of
the General Assembly.

But there was also some

RICH real news. The event was the
MILLER last time Michael Carrigan
(F:AA)I(’ITOL attended as the organization’s

president.

Carrigan intends to
retire at the end of this year after 10 years at
the helm. He succeeded the late Margaret
Blackshere in 2010 after serving 10 years as
the organization’s secretary/treasurer, the
number-two position.

The Illinois AFL-CIO isn't as cash-rich as
the Chicago Federation of Labor, but it can
be an enormously influential organization
among unions in election campaigns and
with legislators in the General Assembly.

After years on its city council, Carrigan
served briefly as mayor of Decatur. So, when
Gov. Bruce Rauner chose that city shortly af-
ter taking office in 2015 as the site of his first
formal address urging passage of anti-union
right to work laws, the decision was seen as a
direct shot at the AFL-CIO president.

Carrigan worked hand-in-glove with
House Speaker Mike Madigan against Rauner
for four solid years, even going so far as to
warn Senate Democrats against agreeing to
any grand bargain with the Republican. And
he was determined to oust Rauner in the
2018 election.

President Blackshere engineered an early
labor endorsement of Rod Blagojevich ahead
of the 2002 gubernatorial campaign, which
helped bring the rest of organized labor on
board.

Carrigan helped do the same for J.B. Pritz-
ker in June 0f 2017, almost a year before the
2018 primary. That early endorsement was
crucial for Pritzker. Some influential trade
unions had endorsed the candidate a month
before, but the AFL-CIO nod was essential
to broadening his appeal. None of Pritzker’s
Democratic primary opponents received any
significant labor support after that.

Carrigan told me around that time that he'd
See MILLER, Page 7A
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Watch out for the kids

Drivers need to pay close attention as children walk, bike to local schools

School is back in session this week
throughout Edgar County. That means
preschool age through high school
students are out again in large numbers.
Let’s make this a safe year by taking spe-
cial care in school zones and crosswalks.

Our children are walking and biking
to school and waiting for buses along
community streets and country roads.
We all must be vigilant to make sure
all our children arrive safely at school
and back home.

We're just not talking about family
vehicles. We're also talking about
watching carefully for school buses
and their precious cargo. We all re-

OUR VIEW

This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this
page may not reflect this view.

stories of near misses and drivers who
pass school buses when their stop arm
is out — which is against the law.

That’s particularly important now
that more preschool children are
boarding buses. Our school districts
work hard to insure the safety of our
children but as comedian Ron White
says, “You can’t fix stupid.’

Just this week we heard a scary

tion, though. More students biking
and walking means more students on
the sidewalks and streets over the next
few months — at least until winter
really sets in. With the sun coming

up later every day, that will mean kids
walking in less-than-ideal lighting
conditions.

Schools take precautions to keep
students out of harm’s way. They send
out crossing guards and teach students
about being safe on the way to school.
But kids are still kids. They’re not al-
ways going to do exactly what they’re
supposed to.

All of which means it’s time for

member the story from Indiana about
the siblings who were killed crossing
to road to their school bus in the early
morning. They were hit by a vehicle

that passed the bus.

Talk to Michelle Ball of MSB Trans-
portation and she’s quick to tell you

story about a driver who disobeyed
a crossing guard at a Paris school and
almost caused a tragedy not just for
the crossing guard but the children
who were in the crosswalk. Thank
goodness the Paris Police Department
is now patroling those school zones.
There are other parts to this equa-

children.

year.

drivers to be extra careful. You already
shouldn’t be texting while driving.
That’s doubly true now. Pay attention.
Obey the speed limit. Watch for our

Let’s have an accident free school

YOUR VIEW

White nationalism is threat to democracy

Editor, The Prairie Press:

After 9/11 Bush saw that even
if there was a 1 percent chance
it could happen again, we would
do everything in our power to
protect out citizens.

The domestic threat from
homegrown terrorists is blamed
on mental issues. Take away
the weapons of war and the
100-round magazine and see
how many are killed. This is not
a way to live, going about your
daily routine and thinking, am
I next?

Because of white supremacist
hatred of Latinos and immi-
grants that is being fueled by
Trump and merged with weap-
ons of war, we are all paying the
price.

What reason would anyone
need 100 rounds on his person
except to kill as many people as
possible? I'm sure the NRA and
their supporters will come up
with some idiotic excuse.

Enough. Do Something. We're
not talking about hunters here,
or the protection of our homes.
McConnell, are you listening?

We are now on a deliberate
collision course against our-
selves. With words like Hispanic
invasion and vermin infested
cities, the undrained, slimy
swamp is really Trump’s Repub-
lican Party. His talking points on
a teleprompter are not the real
Trump and nobody believes a
word he says. Rather it’s at rallies
with his people as he laughs
when they shout shoot them —
meaning immigrants.

“Only in the panhandle can
you get away with that,” he
smiles. With that statement it is
totally acceptable to legitimize
hate in America.

We worked to defeat Islamic
terrorism. White nationalism is
as equal a threat, and nowin a

) HAVE YOUR SAY

We welcome letters to the editor and guest columns. When submitting a letter, please
include the writer's name, address and phone number for verification purposes and
limit it to 500 words. Columnists should demonstrate authority and knowledge of the
topic (preferably of state and local interest) and make information-backed arguments.
We reserve the right to edit letters or to not publish certain letters or guest columns.

different way our basic democra-
cy, the fabric of our lives is being
dismantled.

Trump is now coming after
legal immigrants by denying
them green cards and therefore
citizenship simply because they
are poor. The policy of self-sufh-
ciency is not just about immi-
grants. It's Ann Rand’s heartless
theory of only the best deserve
to live. We can see from history
what happens when the policy is
implemented.

Where Democrats see the
poor, along with the compassion
to help, Republicans see them
as less-than; and where we see
those desperate for a better life,
they see people who are takers,
taking resources away from us.

We ignore the Statue of Liber-
ty’s pledge to the poor and those
yearning to be free to our peril.
Trump is not just coming after
them, but yes, ultimately us, any-
one young or old who depends
on social services to get by. His
goal is the complete eradication
of all welfare programs and
safety nets.

With 40 percent of all jobs to
be replaced by A.L in the near
future, imagine that world and
the ramifications and devasta-
tion within.

Anita Griffith
Vermilion

Please watch your speed

in Vermilion
Editor, The Prairie Press:

Anyone who drives faster than
25 mph in Vermilion is driving
unlawfully.

One of those drivers ran over
the two-year-old cat our grand-
son gave us. The vehicle never
stopped. Would it have stopped
if it hit a child by accident?

Our neighbor had to bring the

cat to us and help us bury it.
We need some speed bumps if
speed is not enforced.
Charlotte Bennett
Vermilion

President’s divisive

language must end now

Editor, The Prairie Press:

Members of our Congrega-
tion’s Leadership Team just
returned from the annual
assembly of the Leadership
Conference of Women Reli-
gious (LCWR), where they
joined more than 650 leaders
of orders of Catholic sisters
who sent a letter to President
Trump imploring him to end all
divisive language.

Our entire leadership team
also felt compelled to expand
on this letter.

Our Congregation is a
community of Catholic women
religious who collaborate with
others to create a more just
and hope-filled world through
prayer, education, service and
advocacy.

We are not perfect. But our
mission as a Congregation is
to live the Gospel’s message
of love, mercy and justice in
today’s world. We strive to
achieve this every day.

And in today’s world, marked
with so much violence and
hatred, we call on those leading
our nation to stand up and lead.
No one is in a greater position
to stand up and lead than Presi-
dent Trump.

Through the eyes of the
world, the president is the face
of our nation. The president’s
words and actions have conse-
quences. We are dismayed by
President Trump’s continued
hostile language, which brings
about disunity and discord,

See LETTERS, Page 7A
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Pritzker
signs GOP
legislation

Several bills sponsored
by Senate Republican
lawmakers were recently
signed
into law,
including
measures
to provide
sexual
assault
victims
with
more
transpar-
ency on
the status
of rape kit processing,
and to authorize special
license plate decals to raise
awareness and funds for
pediatric cancer treatment
and research.

As students across Illi-
nois head back to school,
the Illinois State Police is
reminding citizens to be
aware of stopped school
buses, crosswalks and
children walking or riding
their bicycles to school.

A new law providing
survivors of sexual assault
more transparency during
the processing of their
rape kits was signed into
law Aug. 16.

The new law came
from the work of the
Sexual Assault Evidence
Tracking and Reporting
Commission and requires
the Illinois State Police
to establish a statewide
sexual assault electronic
tracking system. The new
system must be operation-
al no later than one year
after becoming law.

The new tracking
system addresses con-
cerns that Illinois lacked
a uniform system across
law enforcement agencies
to track sexual assault
evidence. Under the new
law, survivors can access
real-time updates about
the status of rape kits,
providing vital transpar-
ency to the process of
investigating these serious
crimes.

Senate Bill 1411/PA
101-0377 passed the
Senate unanimously.

Illinois motorists will
have the opportunity to
support pediatric cancer
research thanks to a newly
signed law. Senate Bill
946/PA 101-0372 allows
the Illinois Department of
Human Services to issue a
decal for pediatric cancer
awareness.

Funds from the sale

See RIGHTER, Page 7A
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the economy has been grow-
ing. On my first visit, my host
professor rode to campus on

a bicycle from her family’s
apartment. Five years later, she
came on a motorized bike. Yet
another five years (2015) and
she drove to campus in her
Mercedes.

So what, readers might say?
Let their economy dominate
the world. We can become
another Switzerland, relatively
small but still wealthy and
comfortable.

The Chinese have, however,
grudges to bear, and repay.

Chinese history is mea-
sured in thousands of years.
School students learn to
revere the Ming, Qing and
many dynasties, going back to
prehistory. During much of
that time, the Chinese were, or
certainly thought they were, at
the center of the world, with
all others merely barbarians.
Indeed China means the
Middle Kingdom, the center
of the Earth.

That is, until Western
nations humiliated China to

the quick 150 years ago. For
half a century, Europe and
the U.S. chopped the Middle
Kingdom into concessions
for commerce, one for each
foreign power.

If you can believe it, West-
ern nations, especially the Brit-
ish, literally forced debilitating
opium on the Chinese people.
This enriched Western traders,
all against the opposition of
China’s aggrieved, but helpless
(at the time) emperor.

For the Chinese, a century
and a half back is but yesterday.
The Chinese are very proud
and plan, I think, to even the
score.

The Chinese model of
state-supported capitalism
might not be ideal for the long
haul, yet it is effective at focus-
ing huge investment at present
in education and science/
technology research. Here in
the U.S,, in contrast, we focus
too much of our treasure on
expensive, exotic medical
therapies that might keep old
geezers like me kicking for an
extra few months.

Scholars have been sound-
ing the alarm since at least
1997, when Richard Bern-

stein and Ross Munro penned
“The Coming Conflict with
China?” Yet, today, while

the Chinese as a nation lean
forward in their chairs, you
might say, eager and hungry
to succeed, we seem to lean
back in ours, reflecting on
past glories.

I'am not a Trump fan, yet
in his ham-handed way he
appears to get the message.

The U.S. needs to recruit
the best and brightest from
around the world, who might
not think much of us but find
our political-economic system
attractive.

We also need to mount
another moon shot invest-
ment program for science and
technology. Otherwise, the
Chinese will race past us, as
they are already doing in some
fields.

We’re at war, and we're
losing.

(For many years, Jim Nowlan
was a senior fellow and political
science professor at the Universi-
ty of Illinois in Urbana-Cham-
paign. He has worked for three
unindicted Illinois governors and
publishes a weekly newspaper in
central Illinois.)

MILLER
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realized he could take Pritzker
to meet with refinery workers
in the Metro East or workers
anywhere else, for that matter.
He quickly began putting
together union support.

It hasn't all been ponies and
rainbows between Carrigan
and Pritzker’s campaign and
governing teams, but those
have mostly been specific per-
sonality conflicts. But, when
it came to the issues, Carrigan
and Team Pritzker were pret-
ty much of a single mind.

A gradual minimum wage

increase to $15 an hour, a
progressive income tax, legal-
izing cannabis and a massive
$45 billion infrastructure
program were just a few of
the things they got done. La-
bor had a myriad of smaller,
relatively unknown legislative
requests which had been
piling up during Rauner’s
hostile administration, and
most of those were approved
as well.

The tradition at the AFL-
CIO is for the secretary/
treasurer to move up to the
top job when the president
retires. Carrigan did so with
relative ease 10 years ago,

but Blackshere had to fight a
tough campaign ahead of her
2000 ascension. The current
secretary treasurer is Tim
Drea, who started out as a
coal miner and eventually
went back to school (with
me at one point) and worked
his way up the ladder at the
United Food and Commer-
cial Workers Union. Drea is
widely expected to seek the
presidency.

(Rich Miller is the editor
of the Capitol Fax blog and
newsletter, which he has been
publishing for more than 20
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

LETTERS
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not only here, but across the
globe.

‘We write to ask President
Trump to put an end to this
polarizing language. It contin-
ues to create division in our
country and throughout the
world.

BROOKSTONE ESTATES

Great leaders inspire others
around them to act toward
achieving a common goal.
Great leaders are admired.
Great leaders are remembered
for their positive contributions
to humanity.

‘We will continue to pray,
Mr. President, that you have
the fortitude to put an end to
these hateful words and hope
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of the decals will go to
the University of Illi-
nois’ Cancer Center for
pediatric cancer research.
The decals have an orig-
inal issuance fee of $25
with $10 directed to the
Pediatric Cancer Aware-
ness Fund and $1S5 to the
Secretary of State Special
License Plate Fund. The
renewal fee is $25 with
$23 directed to the
Pediatric Cancer Aware-
ness Fund and $2 to the
Secretary of State Special
License Plate Fund.

This legislation was
introduced in memory of
Johnny Wade of Jer-
seyville who passed away
from cancer at the age of
eight.

As students across Illi-
nois head back to school,
the Illinois State Police are
reminding the public to
be aware of school buses,
crosswalks and children
walking or riding their
bikes to school.

Back to school is a
good time for motorists
to brush up on school
zone traffic laws, and to
avoid distracted driving.
In school zones, the speed
limit is 20 miles per hour
from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
school days when children
are present.

Pedestrians have the
right-of-way in a cross-
walk, and when a school
bus is stopped with its
lights activated and stop
sign extended, drivers
must stop their vehicle
before reaching the bus
or they could face a $150
fine and a three-month

drivers license suspension.
Drivers are also reminded
that under a new law that
took effect July 1, Illinois now
has stiffer penalties regarding
the use of hand-held devices
behind the wheel. First-
time incidences of driving
while operating a handheld
mobile device now count as a
moving violation and a driver
using a hand-held device
while a car is in drive could
face a $75 fine.

So please, as kids go back
to school make sure they have
a safe, happy and healthy year
by keeping an eye out and
carefully following traffic laws

in school zones.

(Senator Dale Righter
(R-Mattoon) represents the
SSth District in the Illinois
Senate. Part of his district in-
cludes Kansas and Grandview
townships in Edgar County.)

We care ...

about our schools,
our government,
our neighbors.
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Chrisman street work approved

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN - A single
bid to micro-surface sever-
al blocks of two Chrisman
streets came in much higher
than expected and gave Com-
missioner Thad Crispin pause
about doing the project.

Crispin discussed the issue
during the Monday, Aug. 19,
city meeting. He explained
the city’s engineer anticipat-
ed a bid around $60,000 for
grinding the surface, remov-
ing the cold patch that s filling
bumps and putting concrete
in those spots before applying
a new driving suface. The one
bid, from Beniach Construc-
tion of Tuscola, exceeded
$90,000.

The scope of the work is re-
surfacing Madison and Mon-
roe streets from state Route 1

to the city square.

The higher bid had Crispin
stymied. He said one option is
to wait and rebid next spring,
although he was considering
the possibility of using city
workers to grind the bumps
yet this year in hopes of cre-
ating a smoother driving sur-
face.

One surprise to the bid was
the amount of money need-
ed for sidewalk work to make
sure the concrete ramps have
a compatible slope with the
resurfaced streets.

“The sidewalks have to be
done according to IDOT,
said Crispin. “If we don’t use
MFT, we don’t have to do the
sidewalks”

MFT, or motor fuel tax, is
the money the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation
pays out to local governments

from the taxes on gasoline and
diesel drivers pay at the pump.
MFT is to be used, with
IDOT oversight, for street
maintenance and some relat-
ed expenses.

The other members of the
city council did not see any
benefit to delaying the work
or trying to pay for it from
general funds instead of MFT.

Commissioner ~ Rodney
Wolfe noted the city budget-
ed more than $100,000 for all
MEFT projects, including tree
trimming and tree removal.
He acknowledged accepting
the bid meant taking a signif-
icant chunk away from other
projects but some of those
are easier to do from other ac-
counts than resurfacing.

“I think we have to bite the
bullet and be done with it,”
said Wolfe. “Those are the two

main streets in town.”

Mayor Dan Owen doubt-
ed waiting several months to
rebid will offer any benefit to
the city.

“Another winter and those
streets are going to be in ter-
rible shape,” said Owen. “We
will spend more next year by
waiting.”

The council accepted the
Beniach bid for $90,450, al-
though work will not likely
start until after the Chrisman
Days Celebration, Sept. 6,
7 and 8. When this process
started earlier in the year the
hope was to have the streets
resurfaced before the festival
weekend.

A long-standing agenda
item was put to rest during the
meeting.

City attorney Robert Mor-
ris reported completing a

review of all documentation
regarding a billing dispute be-
tween Carus Corporation and
the city. Morris doubted there
was sufficient legal recourse to
pursue the matter.

Wolfe said the dispute arose
when the city was billed but
the chemicals for the water
plant were not received. Inves-
tigating that matter revealed
the company had set up au-
tomatic billing and refused to
refund the overpayment.

The council decided to
drop the issue after hearing
Morris’ assessment.

“We’ll call it a wash, and a
lesson learned,” said Wolfe.

A problem of excessively
high weed growth along the
railroad right of ways in town
is becoming an increasingly
frustrating issue to solve.

Commissioner Tyler Alex-

ander met with a representa-
tive of WATCO, the parent
company of the Decatur &
Eastern Illinois Railroad that
operates trains on the tracks.

According to Alexander,
WATCO owns the right to use
the track but CSX continues
to own the ditches and other
property on either side of the
track bed. And therein lies the
problem, CSX has a history of
not being responsive to local
jurisdictions.

City treasurer Brittaney Kin-
dred told the council she found
the listing for a CSX employee
apparently responsible for such
complaints but calls to him at
the CSX number automatical-
ly go to a voicemail, which is
full, and emails bounce back
claiming the email account is
also full and cannot accept new
messages.

POLKY

FROM PAGE 1A

up in Maryland near Andrews
Air Force Base and came to
Indiana for graduate school.
While in graduate school, he
worked in residential care at
the Gibault School for Boys.
That led to a 24-year career
with Gibault, and Polky was
serving as the executive di-
rector of the school’s founda-
tion when the opportunity at
HRC opened.

Working at HRC, he said,
offered a way to make a major
career change from residen-
tial treatment to community
mental health without leaving
the area. It was also time for a
change.

“Working with young indi-
viduals with problems in a res-
idential setting 24 hours a day
was pretty much non-stop,” he
said.

His 19-year career at HRC
witnessed  several  major
events. There was the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks in New
York and Washington, wars,
an increase of mass shootings
and other national crises.

“It did impact the people
coming to us for services,” said
Polky.

Perhaps one of the most
trying periods was a multi-
year standoff between Gover-
nor Bruce Rauner and Illinois
Speaker of the House Mike
Madigan that resulted in no
Illinois state budgets. Without
a budget, state payments for
mental health services ceased
and agencies similar to HRC
closed around the state.

It is a point of pride for
Polky that HRC kept operat-
ing and is still here.

Other highlights he men-
tioned are a changing public
attitude about mental health,
and a growing awareness be-
tween those in the medical
community and mental health

Ken Polky is retiring as the executive director of the Human
Resources Center of Clark and Edgar Counties after a career
of more than 40 years in the mental health field, with almost
20 of those years spent at the local facility. Polky plans to
remain selectively active with volunteer community projects
by doing things with a definite start and end date.

workers that better results are
achieved when there is part-
nering to treat the whole per-
son.

“Nineteen years ago there
was not that much sharing
between entities — not that it
was anybody’s fault. It’s just
the way things were done ev-
erywhere,” said Polky. “We are
no longer working in silos. It’s
a combination of factors that
impact wellness.”

As a result, HRC relocated
its services in Clark Coun-
ty and opened the Forsythe
Center adjacent to the Cork
Medical Center in Marshall.

“It has allowed us to do so
much more with family and
child counseling and occupa-
tional counseling,” said Polky.
“That close proximity to pri-
mary care also allows for that
warm hand off from a doctor
to mental health.”

A similar facility, the Life
Center, is under construction
on the Horizon Health cam-
pus and Polky credited the
generosity of Horizon Health
and others for making that a

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

reality. Both the Life Cen-
ter and the Forsythe Center
provide places where peo-
ple experiencing a mental
health crisis can seek help
or be immediately referred
if they go to a physician
first.

“Many small communi-
ties don’t have this type of
opportunity, and people in
a mental health crisis don’t
have a place to go except
the ER,” said Polky.

He was quick to point
out these accomplishments
are not his doing but the
result of hard work, dedica-
tion and a shared vision by
all HRC staft members.

Even though Polky is re-
tiring before the Life Cen-
ter opens, he is OK with
that because the timing for
all other aspects of retire-
ment was right.

“It reaches a point where
it is a win-win,” said Polky.
“It was a good time for a
new person to take over
and lead and give me time
to dial down.”

Shiloh school fiscal year is set

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

HUME The Shiloh
school board unanimous-
ly approved the fiscal year
2019-2020 budget during its
monthly meeting Monday,
Aug. 19.

The budget was approved
following the required bud-
get hearing which allows lo-
cal taxpayers to speak or ask
questions. There were no
questions.

Shiloh Community Unit
District 1 continues to have
a strong bottom-line, accord-
ing to interim superintendent
Allen Hall, who spoke briefly
about the budget.

In other business, the board
members:

«Accepted the resignations
of classroom aides Marcia Rich
and Traci Pribble.

«Accepted the resignation
of Jami Budd as a junior high
math teacher.

«Accepted the resignation of
Abbie Higginbotham as a par-
ent educator/home visitor.

«Employed Ashley Kola-
kowski, assistant junior high
basketball coach; Leanna
Christenberry, assistant junior
high softball coach; Kailey
Carey, assistant junior high
volleyball coach.

«Employed Noah Allen,
Abigail Bush, Erin Pope and
Kaylee Ridout as classroom
aides.

«Employed Nichole Sheck-
les as a junior high math
teacher.

«Employed Trisha Drake
and Lori Carroll as parent ed-
ucators/home visitors.

Lynn Holm, who directs
the district’s early childhood

program, discussed the suc-
cesstul birth to three years
program offered by the dis-
trict through a grant from
the Hlinois State Board of
Education.

Holm reported the pro-
gram has expanded to serve
families in Kansas, Chris-
man and Oakland. “Our
goal is get kids ready for pre-
school,” she said. The pro-
gram is now serving 29 new
families and 41 students.

In addition to the chil-
dren attending the program,
20 group connections and
five family events were host-
ed by the program. A pool
party at Oakland attracted
19 children. Group connec-
tions during the summer
included working with the
Newman Library and Matt
Hales.

Kansas BOE looks at financial risk

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

KANSAS - The Kansas
Board of Education approved
the district’s risk management
plan during the regular meet-
ing Wednesday, Aug. 21.

A risk management plan is
designed to protect the dis-
trict’s assets against uncer-
tainty from a variety of caus-
es. The plan follows safety
concerns taking into consid-
eration insurance, safety pre-

cautions, annual inspections
and training. It also addresses
state and federal law and safe-
ty compliance.

In another matter, non-cer-
tified staff is in line for a bo-
nus. The board voted to ap-
prove a longevity bonus of
$1,000 annually to those staff
members who have worked
for the district for 2S years or
longer.

Junior high baseball coach-
ing changes were made. Wes

Motley, who was formerly
the team paid assistant,
will now be an unpaid as-
sistant. Justin Richardson,
who was the unpaid assis-
tant, will now be the paid
assistant.

Two new employees
will join the district staff.
Mariah Witmer was em-
ployed as a one-on-one aid
and Steve Kile was hired as
a substitute bus driver at
$12.50 per hour.

Last Music in the Park
celebrates Woodstock era

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Music in the Park series
rocks out for the final perfor-
mance of the 2019 series at
Spicer Pavilion in Twin Lakes
Park.

“In the spirit of Woodstock’s
SOth anniversary, we are ded-
icating this show to those
who grew up in the late 60s
and 70s,” said Randy Rhoads.
“Think of this as a love offer-
ing to our old friends and fans
through the years.”

Rhoads is a long-time area
musician and during the late
1960s and early 1970s he
played with the Silvertones
and later the Vikings. Both
bands were popular live acts
covering the hits of the day for
high school and community
dance events.

While the Silvertones and
the Vikings are no longer
around, members of those, and
other bands, are still playing.
Rhoads has pulled his musi-
cian friends together creating
Randy Rhoads and RHAD-
IOPLAY for a one-time per-
formance of the great music
broadcast on the radio as

people cruised the strip in the
various Edgar County towns,
caught some rays while work-
ing on a tan or set the mood
parked under the stars in a ru-
ral spot for some teen romance.

“Other bands do classic
rock, but they normally don't
touch the songs I picked for
this,” said Rhoads.

The musicians participating
in RHADIOPLAY are Gary
Wise and Ken Hoedebecke
on acoustic and electric guitars
with drummer Richard Faust
and bass guitar player Marshall
Patrick. Rhoads and Bill Cun-
ningham are on the keyboards.

According to Rhoads, the
addition of a second electronic
keyboard allows RHADIO-
PLAY to recreate the sounds of
legendary rock groups such as
the horn line of Chicago, Mel-
lotron flutes and harpsichord
used in some Beatles’ songs,
the flute featured in the music
of Jethro Tull, the pipe organ
sound from Led Zeppelin, the
recorder and accordion used
by Faces as fronted by Rod
Stewart and for good measure
some blues harp from the mu-
sic of Supertramp.

“We've got jammers, singa-
longs, and songs to dance to,”
said Rhoads.

He added this performance
is exciting for the musicians
taking part because they all
play with different groups that
may perform country, a little
classic rock and music from
the 1950s and 1960s. Those
songs, he said, are more geared
to line dancing,

“This gives us a chance to
play music we normally don't
get to play,” Rhoads said.

It is no longer possible to go
down to Yasgur’s Farm but that
time still exists for those ready
to seek the “Freedom” prom-
ised by Richie Havens through
Sly’s “Dance to the Music” and
knowing everybody needs a
little help from friends as ex-
plained by Joe Cocker.

“This is a once in a lifetime
opportunity to relive some
good times,” claimed Rhoads.
“Tve been telling all of my
friends to take a nap in the af-
ternoon if they have to so they
can stay up past 9 p.m.

Randy Rhoads and RHAD-
IOPLAY closes out Music in
the Park 6:30-9 p.m. Aug. 29.

Bethanny Lawson/The Prairie Press

By Saturday afternoon, Aug. 17, Crosspoint Apostolic Sanctuary had a completed church building
to call home, and to worship in together that Sunday.

CHURCH

FROM PAGE 1A

For the six years CrossPoint

has been in Paris, getting estab-
lished in their own building has
been a goal. Now the dream is
finally a reality. The congrega-

tion looks forward to continu-
ing to grow as a church body
as they settle in to their new
home base.

HEFNER

FROM PAGE 1A

According to Valdes, it is
possible information contra-
dicting Hefner’s claims of being
a federal agent may compro-
mise his ability to contribute to
the defense, but the psychiatrist
stood by the June report declar-
ing Hefner fit for trial.

“When he was evaluated for
discharge he didn’t have prom-
inent delusions, but they were
there,” said Valdes. “When he
was discharged he understood
how the court works and the
charges against him. He didn’t
agree with them.”

McGrath asked the court
to find Hefner unfit for trial.
He noted the multiple reports
stating such and one report

claimed it was doubtful the de-
fendant could be rendered fitin
ayear’s time.

The defense also referred to
Valdes’ testimony that Hefner’s
delusions may negatively im-
pact his ability to assist with the
defense.

Isaf used the June report
claiming Hefner is fit although
italso acknowledged the poten-
tial impediments for the defen-
dant mounting a defense.

“The state has little evidence
he is fit,” said Isaf.

Judge David W. Lewis faced
a conundrum.

Valdes testimony only stip-
ulated that on a given day in
June, Hefner was deemed fit for
trial even though his delusions
might be a barrier. The witness
was unable to say if Hefner re-

mained fit having not had an
opportunity for a follow up ex-
amination.

“The testimony we have
heard today raises questions,”
said Lewis, adding Hefner’s
delusions were known before
he was placed at Alton and the
hospital’s treatment team still
found the defendant fit.

Lewis acknowledged Mc-
Graths’ concerns that Hefner
might get angry during the trial
when his claims are challenged
but that happens with other
defendants whose sanity is not
questioned.

“I find he is fit to stand trial,
to make a plea and to under-
stand a sentence,” said Lewis.

Sept. 17 was selected for a tri-
al date, although that is subject
to change.

CLEAN-UP

FROM PAGE 1A

can reach Stapp at 217-
251-264S or go to https://
www.facebook.com/
events/1206288579542524.
The event starts 10 a.m.
Sept. 7 in the gravel parking
lot, south of the former high
school, on Main Street. Vol-
unteers can stop there for
trash bags, gloves, sunscreen,
hand sanitizer and safety in-
structions about where not
to go and how to contact or-
ganizers if encountering dan-
gerous or suspicious objects.
Social media response,

14
| MAY NOT BE ABLE TO SAVE
THE WORLD, BUT | CAN CLEAN
UP MY LITTLE CORNER OF IT.

PHILIP STAPP
CLEAN-UP ORGANIZER

which is different from pub-
lic commitment, has Stapp
hopeful for a successful
event. A massive litter pick-
up is an important reflection
of Stapp’s personal values.
“We’ve got one planet that
we are using up at an alarm-

ing rate,” he said. “I may not
be able to save the world,
but I can clean up my little
corner of it. My hope is not
to ever need another one of
these, but realistically we
may need to do it twice a
year.”
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Redbirds
open with
avictory

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Mayo Redbird base-
ball team began their sea-
son a couple of days late,
thanks to the first mea-
surable rainfall in nearly
a month — but the delay
was worth the wait.

Brody Sanders tossed a
no-hitter in the 2019 open-
er, and every Mayo starter
recorded at least one hit
in a 10-0 rout of Oblong
Thursday afternoon, Aug.
22, at the American Legion
diamond. Mayo, coached
by Colton Dosch, is 1-0 on
the year.

Neither team scored in
the first inning, but Mayo
scratched out a two-out
run on just one hit. Ethan
Curl led off with a double
and, with two outs, stole
third base. On a 3-1 count,
Curl stole home to give the
Redbirds the early 1-0 lead.

Once again in the third
inning, Mayo scored with
two outs. This time though,
they plated three runs to
grab a 4-0 lead. Parker Un-
derwood reached on an
error by the Oblong left-
fielder, then came around
to score on a single by
Jackson Rigdon. Sanders
then helped his own cause
with an RBI single to right.
Following a single by Curl
to put runners at first and
second, Christian Miller
grounded sharply through
the hole at third base to
score Sanders.

Rigdon had a huge day
at the plate with a double,
two singles and four RBI’s.
Curl had a double, a single
and also stole three bases.
Miller drove in one with a
pair of singles. Underwood
reached base safely in three
of his five plate appearanc-
es from the leadoff spot. He
doubled, walked and drove
in two runs. Drew Rogers
added a double and Sand-

See REDBIRDS, Page 10A

Eagles
take win

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

The Crestwood Eagle
baseball team began their
season on the road against
a pair of formidable oppo-
nents.

On Thursday, Aug. 15,
the Eagles traveled to
Charleston and dropped
the contest to the Little
Trojans 15-1. On Friday,
Aug. 16, Crestwood head-
ed back to Coles County to
face a touch Mattoon team
falling 15-0 as the Mattoon
pitcher threw a no-hitter.

Against Charleston, Ma-
son Byrnes and Jaxen Tin-
gley collected the only two
hits in the game for Crest-
wood against Charleston.
Tingley reached on a first
inning walk against Mat-
toon and was the only bas-
erunner in the game for the
Eagles.

CRESTWOOD 12, ALAH 2
Crestwood  bounced
back on Monday, Aug.
19, as they travelled to
Arthur-Lovington-At-
wood-Hammond and re-
corded their first win of the
year with a 12-2 win over
the hosts.
See EAGLES, Page 10A
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The Paris High School Tiger football team kicks off the 2019 season at 7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 30, when they host longtime rival and Little lllini Conference foe the New-
ton Eagles. The Tigers are coming off an historic season in 2018, ending the regular season a perfect 9-0 and winning the first round of the IHSA playoffs at home
against former Apollo Conference foe Salem.

Paris kicks off season Friday

Tigers coming off first undefeated campaign in 50 years hope to build on 2018 success

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

With the historic 2018 Par-
is Tiger football season in the
rearview mirror, Paris Coach
Jeremy Clodfelder and his
troops are ready to embark on
another mission.

Paris completed a perfect
9-0 regular season, won the
Little Illini Conference title,
won its first-ever home play-
off game and finished with a
stellar 10-1 season record last
year. Clodfelder feels that this
year’s edition of the Tigers has
just as good of a chance being
successful — and maybe even
more so. The loss of seven
seniors from last year’s team
pales in comparison to the 17
that Clodfelder lost the previ-
ous year.

Winning teams are built
in the off-season — and this
years’ squad has been putting
in the time in the weight room
and in 7-on-7 competitions.

“It has been a pretty pro-
ductive summer,” Clodfelder
said. “Our kids have always
seemed to buy in to the ex-
pectations we have for them
in terms of going through
the process; whether it be
through the summer phase,
or any other time of year in
terms of preparation.”

All good football programs
are able to not only replace
those players lost from the
previous season but replenish
as well. Clodfelder believes
the 2019 Paris team has as
much depth as last season’s
team — and maybe even a
little more.

One thing that will not
change is the style and pace
with which the Tigers play.

“We are hopeful that the
fans will continue to see an
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exciting brand and style of
football,” Clodfelder said. “As
always, with graduation, there
will be some new names on
Friday nights and Saturday
afternoons who will have to
step up and make plays along-
side the returning players.”

When asked if the team’s
offensive scheme will change
with the new personnel, the
fourth-year coach empha-
sized, “As far as the schemes
on both sides of the ball goes,
we will continue to play very
similar to what you've seen,
along with some new wrin-
kles here and there”

On the offensive side of
the ball, Paris will do some-
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thing that they have not had
the luxury of doing in the
past. They will implore a
two-quarterback system with
senior Hunter Newlin and
junior Danny Perry handling
snaps under center. Newlin
was forced into action when
Caleb Gates broke his thumb
in the Robinson game last
season. He led the Tigers to
their first playoff victory in
school history. Perry — who
was named junior varsity co-
MVP last season — will share
duties with Newlin and be
called upon in specific game
situations.

Clodfelder said both quar-
terbacks run the ball excep-

Nanc Zeman/The Prairie Pres
Leading the Paris Tiger foothall team this season will be four senior captains and two junior
honorary captains. First row, from left, are seniors Coy Landrum, Sam Mays, Hudson Hollis and
Nathan Zorn. Standing are honorary junior captains, from left, Danny Perry and Mason Hutchings.

tionally well —a major asset
in his offensive scheme.
“Both quarterbacks have
similar abilities, and both do
some things differently pretty
well,” Clodfelder said. “Hunt-
er obviously has big game ex-
perience after last season and
Danny really made strides at
the JV level as well as seeing
some varsity action.”
Addressing the “wrinkle”
he mentioned, Clodfelder ex-
plained that, “It wouldn’t be
shocking to see them both in
the game — and quite possibly
in the game at the same time”
Senior  tailback  Coy
Landrum will be the work-
horse ball carrier this season

for the Tigers. He will not,
however, be alone in the back-
field as junior Nathan Zorn
and fellow senior Sam Mays
are expected to see significant
touches as well.

Running the football is a
staple for Clodfelder’s spread
offense, and additional Tiger
players such as Carter Hays,
Mason Hutchings and Gar-
rett King will also see touches
on certain plays to showcase
their speed.

Discussing the strength
of the 2019 Little Illini Con-
terence, Clodfelder stopped
short of naming every team in
the conference as viable op-
ponents this season.

“I believe our schedule
will still be a challenge on a
weekly basis. Newton seems
to always be a force and very
competitive in our league.
Casey, I believe, will be much
improved along with Law-
renceville” Clodfelder said,
“Marshall will be a quality
team. Olney, on paper, will
be a very talented team. Rob-
inson — with second-year
coach Casey Pinnell — will
be another team that im-
proves with their new coach.”

The lone non-conference
team on the schedule this
season will be the Macomb
Bombers. Paris is scheduled
to travel there in week five.

Clodfeder acknowledged a
target has been placed on his
squad, but the Tiger coach
isn't one to shy away from the
additional pressure.

“We know as a program
that the bar has continually
been raised,” he emphasized.
“We look forward to the chal-
lenge of giving Tiger Nation
another team that they can be
proud of”

PHS golfers take tri-match

Bradley, Dawson
lead Tiger golfers

BY JEFF CHAMBERS

& TIM HENDERSHOT
prairiepresssports@gmail.com
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

OAKLAND — Paris took
its first triangular match of
the season Tuesday, Aug. 20,
cruising to a 24-stroke win
over Oblong and Tri-County.

The Tigers carded a 152
team total to easily beat Ob-
long(176) and Tri-Coun-
ty(194). The Tigers had three
golfers shoot in the mid-thir-
ties to take the team win while
the Panthers consistently had
four golfers in the mid-forties

to take second with a 175.

Medalist for the match was
Zach Rogers of Bement who
took individual honors with
an even par 34. The other
Bement golfer, brother Luke
Rogers tied for fourth with a
four over par 38.

The Tigers were led by
sophomoreLuke Bradley who
tied for second place individ-
ual honors with teammate
senior Dawson Watson. Each
carded a 36. Bradley had one
birdie on the par-three fifth
hole and four pars on the day.
Chance Westerfield tied for
fourth with a 38 and Reese
Wagner fired a 42 to finish the
team scoring. Nathan Minn-
is carded a 43 with two pars

yery game

and Mitchell Worrell finished
with a 48.

Grant Kidwell led the sec-
ond-place team, the Oblong
Panthers, shooting a 40 while
Joe Pugh fired a 42 with two
pars. Jake Smothers carded
a 47 with a par of the par-
three eighth while the duo of
Hayden Johnson and Joe Lit-
tlejohn each fired a 47. Bra-
den Thompson carded a 48
and Caleb Newman finished
with a 52.

The Titans return four play-
ers from last season with the
standard was set high going
into the 2019 season after
such success.

Head Coach Kevin
Fleckenstein sent five golfers

out onto the course at Norton
Knolls Golf Course in Oak-
land on a sunny and humid
day for the triangular meet.
As with any first meet of the
season, golfers would expect
to be nervous trying to get
into a rhythm after having
many days of practice before
the real situation arrived.

On this day, the Titans did
experience some nerves, but
managed to finish strong in
the last few holes taking third
place.

Holden Kile was the low
scorer for the Titans carding
a 41 collecting four pars on
the day while Mike Thomas
carded a 50 with four bogeys.

See GOLF, Page 10A

Mayo takes
win over
Eagles 5-2

BY JEREMY PATTERSON
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com

The Mayo Lady Red-
birds took the win in the
game against crosstown
rival Crestwood Thursday,
Aug. 22, 5-2.

MAYO 5, CRESTWOOD 2
Mayo used some swift
base running and a keen
offensive eye to jump out
in front of crosstown ri-
val Crestwood, ultimately
winning the contest 5-2.
Mayo wasted no time
getting their offense rolling
See SOFTBALL, Page 10A
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ITHANK YOU

to everyone who celebrated my
98" birthday with me. Your cards,
letters, emails, phone calls, visits,
gifts and delicious lunch and
birthday cake were overwhelming!

'

MAY GOD BLESS EACH AND
EVERYONE!

Alva Good
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Drive

Come see us today!

Worth

JACKSON

FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS
L momed Jeep Pram
11 Elm Street o Clinton, IN 47842

Phone: (765) 832-2411
www.jacksoncars.com

Shawn Walton

Sales Representative

Ryan Walton

Sales Representative

CLINTON

335S. 3rd Street » Clinton, IN 47842

Phone: (765) 832-3564
www.jacksoncars.com

Your stop for‘‘your

Edgar County Locker
116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944 Marshall, IL 62441
(217)466-5000
Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

-

810 N. 2nd St.
(217) 826-6543

Cod Fish Sand

”

‘Specials

OPEN DAILY 11AM.-9PM. =

Specials start Sunday

BBQ Pulled Pork $3.50

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:

wich, Fries & Drink $6.50

Pomegranate

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St. Paris, IL
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Titans drop season openers

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

CASEY — After graduat-
ing a strong eighth grade class
a year ago, the Tri-County Ti-
tans junior high baseball team
had to go youthful, allowing
fifth graders to join the team
for the 2019.

The Titans have 14 players
taking to the field on Satur-
day, Aug. 17, to begin the
season in the Casey-Westfield
Tournament taking on the
host Casey-Westfield Braves
and the Neoga Indians in the
round robin competition.

The Titans had to wait a
little bit as heavy early morn-
ing rains forced the tourna-
ment to be moved back. Once
the skies cleared, the Titans
hoped to begin the season
strong with two victories lim-
proving on a 2-8 season a year
ago.

Coach Joe Morrisey is back
in the dugout after taking last
season off due to medical rea-

sons.

At the end of the day, the
Titans managed a total of two
hits in the two games going
0-2 to begin 2019.

CASEY-WESTFIELD 13, TCT 2

In the first game of the day,
the Titans faced the host Ca-
sey-Westfield Braves.

The contest started off well
with Braxton Buckler reach-
ing on an error by the Braves
second baseman. After two
outs, Buckler then scored on a
passed ball to give TCT a 1-0
lead with the benefit of a hit.

That would be the onlylead
of the game for the Titans as
the Braves responded in the
top of the second inning with
seven runs to take a 7-1 lead
and never looked back. The
Braves took the win 13-2 via
run rule in four innings.

The Titans did manage
one more run in the top of
the fifth without recording
a hit as Levi Ash scored on a

passed ball.

The Titans were held with-
out a hit the entire game, but
managed to draw seven walks
in the contest to have scor-
ing opportunities. However,
TCT left six runners on base.
Levi Ashhad a stolen base and
a run scored while Braxton
Buckler added a run scored.
Justin Robertson chipped in a
stolen base in the loss.

Robertson went one and
one-third innings taking the
loss giving up one hit and one
earned run while striking out
one. Caden Logan went two
and one-third innings in relief
giving up five hits and eight
runs — two earned — while
walking two and striking out
one. Levi Ash went the final
one-third of an inning in relief
giving up four hits and four runs
— all earned — while walking
one and striking out one.

NEOGA 4,TCTO
Game two pitted the Ti-

tans against the Neoga Indi-
ans.
The TCT bats went quiet
as the Titans were held to just
two hits.

Neoga took an early 2-0
lead after the first inning and
went on to a 4-0 win.

Both Titans hits came in
the top of the fourth inning as
Braxton Buckler and Caden
Logan each singled, giving the
Titans the bases loaded with
only one out. TCT was un-
able to score during the rest of
the inning.

Buckler finished the game
going 1 for 2 and Caden Lo-
gan also finished up 1 for 2.

Buckler went two innings
taking the loss giving up two

hits and three runs — one
earned — while walking one
and striking out two.

Justin Robertson went the
final two innings in relief giv-
ing up a hit and an unearned
run while walking one and
striking out one.

Slugging Nats roll past Cubs 9-3 Friday

CHICAGO (AP)
Anibal Sinchez wanted to
help his weary teammates
with a strong performance on
the mound.

The solid afternoon at the
plate was an unexpected bo-
nus.

Sdnchez pitched one-hit
ball into the ninth inning and
helped himself with two per-
fectly placed bunts, leading
the Washington Nationals to
a9-3 victory over the Chicago
Cubs on Friday.

“I'm not a good hitter, but
if I can do something for the
team on the home plate, it’s

good,” Sdnchez said.

Washington had a short
turnaround with an early start
after its 7-1 victory at Pitts-
burgh on Thursday night. The
Nationals didn’t arrive in Chi-
cago until early Friday morn-
ing, but their loaded lineup
looked as if it got more than
enough rest.

“Proud of the boys,” man-
ager Dave Martinez said.
“They battled through a long
night last night, came back
here and (were) ready to play.
They played really well and
Anibal led that”

Juan Soto and Adam Ea-

ton homered as Washington
improved to 13-4 in its past
17 games, putting pressure
on NL East-leading Atlanta
and strengthening its position
atop the wild-card standings.
It has outscored its opponents
129-66 since Aug. S.

Chicago had won five in a
row, but it was unable to over-
come a shaky start by Jon Les-
ter (10-9) and another rough
performance at the plate. The
Cubs finished with three hits,
including two in their three-
run ninth, a day after they had
two in a 1-0 victory over San
Francisco.

“It’s my job to do better,
and I'm not,” Lester said. “I
let a five-game winning streak
basically go down the wayside
because I didn’t throw the ball
very well”

Sanchez (8-6), who flew
into Chicago ahead of time on
Thursday, allowed one earned
run while improving to 8-0
with a 3.13 ERA in his past 16
starts. Matt Grace got the last
two outs.

The 3S5-year-old Sanchez
“did a good job moving the
ball in and out, mixing up
speeds,” Cubs slugger Kyle
Schwarber said.

EAGLES

FROM PAGE 9A

The Eagles scored two runs
in the first and nine runs in
the third inning to run away
with the victory.

Drake Bartos and Ethan
Hefner were each three-
for-three in the game — all

singles — and each drove
in a pair of runs. Sebastian
Daugherty added a pair of
singles and drove in three
runs.

Whyatt Morgan and By-
rnes added a single each to
round out the hitting for
Crestwood.

Bartos earned the win

going 3.2 innings on the
mound. He allowed two runs
on one hit, walked one and
struck out five. Jacob Staley
finished the game without al-
lowing a run or a hit. He did
not walk a batter and struck
out two.

Crestwood  (1-2)  will
return to action after a sev-

en-day layoff as they head
to Palestine Monday. They
will finally play a home game
Tuesday when they host Ca-
sey, then follow that game
up with a home date against
Westville. One week from to-
day, they will face Tri-Coun-
ty in doubleheader action at
Kansas at 10 a.m.

REDBIRDS

FROM PAGE 9A

Sanders, Marcus Mitchell,
Ty King and Payton Lank-
ster each added a single.
Sanders and Lankster drove
in one run each with their
base hits.

Sanders worked all five
innings in the game, striking
out eight and walking four
batters.

Mayo to

will  travel

LIQUOR STORE

for all your beer, wine & liquor needs.

Aug. 31, they will host Mar-

Georgetown at 10 a.m. to-
day for a single game to start
a busy week.

On Monday, they will
head to Danville before
returning home Tuesday
to host Lawrenceville. On
Thursday they travel to
Cumberland. On Saturday,

shall at 10 a.m. All games
during the week begin at
4:30 p.m. at the Paris Ameri-
can Legion diamond.

**Watch for our in-store specials!**

We also have....
Lottery, Video Gaming, Groceries and Great Wine Selection

14 J o 10RES

601 E. Jasper St. Paris

MON-TH 7a.m.-10 p.m.
FRI-SAT 7a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN

12 p.m.-7p.m.

SOFTBALL

FROM PAGE 9A

as Peighton Smith stole two
bases in the opening inning
before finding her way to
home plate off of a sacrifice
bunt from Emma Sanders.

Dyer managed to get the
Lady Eagles on the board in
the bottom of the first inning
with a run off of a passed ball.

Mayo reclaimed its lead as
Jaidyn Simpson scored on a
Smith single. The bats of both
groups quickly died down
for the next three innings
though, with neither side
yielding a run.

It wasn’t until the top of
the sixth inning that Kenzi
York scored on a double from
Smith and Smith made her
way around the bases before
scoring on a passed ball. York
scored her second run of the
day in the seventh inning on a
hit by Cloe Thompson.

The Lady Eagles attempt-
ed to rally in the bottom of
the seventh inning as Yantis
scored on a Yates double but
were unable to close the defi-
cit as Mayo won 5-2.

York and Smith each had
two runs in the game, with
Smith also tallying three hits
and two RBI in four at-bats.
Simpson garnered a run and
two hits for the Lady Red-
birds.

Smith pitched all seven
innings for Mayo, giving up
three hits and two runs while
walking five batters and strik-
ing out 11 batters.

Dyer and Yantis captured
the only runs of the game
for the Lady Eagles. Mores-
chi pitched four innings for
Crestwood, giving up five hits
and four runs while walking

one batter and striking ou
two batters. Yantis pitchec
one inning, walking one bat:
ter and striking out three
others. Edwards threw twc
innings, giving up three hit:
and one run while walking
two batters and striking ou
one.

The Lady Redbirds play a
10 a.m. today at Effingham St
Anthony.

MARTINSVILLE 14, MAYO 6

After falling behind early
in the opening innings, Mayc
was unable to recover in thei
matchup with Martinsville
falling 14-6.

The Lady Redbirds strug
gled defensively in the firs
frame of play, giving up fou
runs in eight at-bats. After the
initial outburst from Martins.
ville, Mayo managed to calm
the storm, allowing only three
runs in the next three innings
This, paired with six runs o
their own, cut the deficit tc
7-6 heading into the bottomr
of the fifth inning.

What little cap Mayo was
able to put on the Martins
ville bats exploded again ir
the bottom of the fifth, thi
time giving up six runs and ul
timately leading to the teams
14-6loss.

Cloe Thompson led the
Lady Redbirds offensively
tallying two hits, two RBI anc
one run. Lauren Kuhn alsc
managed two hits and one
run for Mayo. Peighton Smitt
had one hit, one run and one
RBI.

Smith pitched 5 1/3 in
nings for Mayo, giving up 12
hits and fourteen runs in the
game. Smith walked five bat
ters while striking out eigh
batters.

GOLF

FROM PAGE 9A

Jacob Knofsky finished with
five bogeys scoring a SI
while newcomer Krayten
Willison fired a 52 with four
bogeys. Josh Hunt rounded
out the Titans scoring with
a 65 with his best score be-
ing a double bogey on the
par-3 eighth hole.

The Titans will travel to
Ironhorse Golf Course on
Monday for the Warriors

Invitational hosted by the
Tuscola Warriors. This is
a unique 18-hole two-man
team event where every
nine holes is played in a dif-
ferent format. Tee time is
set for 1 p.m. in Tuscola.

Paris will begin Little
Ilini Conference play on
Wednesday as they travel
to Casey for a 4 pm match.
Thursday, they travel to
Tuscola for a non-confer-
ence match at Iron Horse
golf course.
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Bears, Colts set to face off

Pagano expecting
emotional return
to Indy tonight

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Bears defensive coordina-
tor Chuck Pagano returns to
the city where he used to be
the head coach when Chicago
travels to Indianapolis to face
the Colts on Saturday.

Less than a month into the
2012 season, Pagano was di-
agnosed with leukemia and
spent part of that year being
treated for the disease before
he could go on through a six-
year stint as Colts coach.

Pagano said there is sure to
be some emotion even ifitis a
preseason game.

“I'd be lying if I said there
wasn't going to be any,” Pa-
gano said. “I'm sure, once we
get down there, step out on
the field and go through all
the pregame stuff, see a lot of
old faces, shake a lot of hands,
high-fives and all that stuff.

“But, no, it’s a business trip.
We got a game to play and all
that stuff and there’s a lot on
the line for a lot of these play-
ers. So our focus and our ener-
gy and everything has been in
our preparation for the game.
Had six great years there and
have a lot of fond memories.
So it’ll be pretty cool”

The Bears won't play many
starters. Coach Matt Nagy
said earlier in the week his
approach will be similar to
the previous preseason game.
Starting quarterback Mitch-
ell Trubisky has been in for
three plays this preseason,
so he won't get more snaps
until the regular season. The
Bears won't play starters in
the final preseason game Aug.
29 against Tennessee either,
since it’s only a week from
the start of the regular season
against the Packers.

Kicker Eddy Pineiro re-
mains the focus for the Bears
after Elliott Fry was cut. If
Pineiro can continue kicking
effectively, he can prevent the
Bears from signing another
kicker when teams make final
roster cuts.

SAINTS AT JETS

Saints quarterback Drew
Brees hasn'’t played a snap yet
this preseason. But it sounds
as if that could change against
— of all defensive coordina-
tors — the Jets’ blitz-happy
Gregg Williams.

After seeing the hits At-
lanta’s Matt Ryan took from
the Jets last week, one might
have figured this weekend’s
third exhibition game would
be a less-than-ideal time for
New Orleans’ 40-year-old,
record-setting QB to take
his only preseason snaps. Yet
it sounds as if coach Sean
Payton thinks this is when it
needs to happen for the sake
of better synching up the first-
team offense.

“I think in a game like this,
we'll plan on playing him,”
Payton said. “How much?
We'll see. I think it’s import-
ant for everyone else around
him, too.”

Brees is all too familiar
with Williams, who was New
Orleans’ defensive coordi-
nator from 2009-11, a stint
that included the franchise’s
only Super Bowl and three
straight playoff appearances.
It was also the period during
which the NFL investigated
the Saints’ “bounty” program
that rewarded big and some-
times injurious hits with un-
der-the-table cash payments.
The scandal resulted in sea-
son-long suspensions for Wil-
liams and Payton in 2012.

Jets starters including Sam
Darnold, C.J. Mosley, Jamal
Adams, Leonard Williams are
expected to play into the third
quarter.

However, running back
Le’Veon Bell will not be on
the field. The Jets are keeping
him out of preseason games
as a precaution, with Bell set
to make his debut with the
team in Week 1 of the regular
season against Buffalo.

Center Ryan Kalil is ex-
pected to make his debut for
the Jets and play about a quar-
ter.

The 34-year-old Kalil came
out of retirement earlier this
month and has been getting
back into football shape while
learning the terminology of
the Jets’ playbook the last few
weeks. He practiced in team
drills for the first time Sun-
day, and had progressed in the

days since.

TEXANS AT COWBOYS

With Ezekiel Elliott still
holding out, the Cowboys are
treating rookie Tony Pollard
as the starting running back.
He played just the first series
in each of the first two presea-
son games, as did quarterback
Dak Prescott. Both should
get their most playing time of
the preseason in Dallas first
home game.

Pollard has 58 yards on
nine carries, a 6.4-yard av-
erage, with a 14-yard touch-
down in two games. The TD
came last week against the
Rams. Prescott has complet-
ed all nine of his passes for 89
yards.

Receiver Amari Cooper
hasn’t played in the preseason
while dealing with plantar
fasciitis, but says he will be
ready for the opener at home
against the New York Giants
on Sept. 8. Linebacker Sean
Lee said he expects to make
his preseason debut after in-
juring a knee in the first pad-
ded practice of training camp
in California.

After playing just one series
in his preseason debut last
week, Houston quarterback
Deshaun Watson is hoping
to get a lot more playing time
in the team’s third preseason
game.

49ERS AT CHIEFS

Chiefs quarterback Patrick
Mahomes could play into the
second half in what is expect-
ed to be the reigning league
MVP’s final dress rehearsal
before the start of the regular
season Sept. 8 at Jacksonville.

The Chiefs also hope to
get more work out of run-
ning back Damien Williams,
who has been slowed much of
camp by a hamstring injury.
Their potent offense strug-
gled in limited work last week
in Pittsburgh, so coach Andy
Reid wants to see better pro-
duction from the No. 1 unit
before likely getting the pre-
season finale off.

San Francisco quarterback
Jimmy Garoppolo figures to
get his most extensive action
of the preseason in his return
to the site of last year’s sea-
son-ending knee injury.

Garoppolo is expected to
play about a half in his second
start since tearing his left ACL
against the Chiefs last Sep-
tember. Garoppolo struggled
in his return to game action
last week when he completed
1 of 6 passes for no yards, an
interception and a 0.0 passer
rating at Denver.

BRONCOS AT RAMS

Coach Vic Fangio is sitting
Joe Flacco and most of his
other starters: “It’s our fourth
game, not our third,” said Fan-
gio, whose team played in the
Hall of Fame game. “I just feel
like that it’s the best thing for
our team right now.”

Asked if that messes up the
usual game-planning done
for starters in this upcoming
preseason game, Fangio said,
“I've never game-planned for
any preseason game in my
life. We just go out and play
kind of basic football so we
can evaluate the guys because
it’s hard to game plan because
you never know who they’ve
got in there either”

With Flacco sitting out and
rookie Drew Lock (thumb)
sidelined, Kevin Hogan will
start and play most of the
game with undrafted rookie
Brett Rypien, who went 37-
12 at Boise State, expected to
replace him.

The Rams’ final preseason
game at the Coliseum will
feature none of their start-
ers or significant players as
coach Sean McVay sticks to
his strategy to rest everybody
throughout August. Line-
backer Obo Okoronkwo is
among the younger players
looking to earn roster spots
and larger roles with strong
play in the final two games.

CARDINALS AT VIKINGS

The Cardinals are hoping
for a much better all-around
performance after a dismal
effort against the Raiders last
week.

No. 1 overall pick Kyler
Murray said he hopes a slight-
ly more expansive playbook
will help the offense take a
step forward after he com-
pleted just 3 of 8 passes for
12 yards against the Raiders.
He was also sacked twice, in-

cluding once for a safety and
called for two false starts.

The Cardinals also have
questions at cornerback. Pat-
rick Peterson is suspended
for the season’s first six games
and the team’s other projected
starting cornerback Robert
Alford is also out for several
weeks because of a leg injury.
In their absence, Tramaine
Brock, Chris Jones and rookie
Byron Murphy will see lots of
time.

The Vikings will likely leave
their starters in for the first
half, giving quarterback Kirk
Cousins more time with the
revamped interior of the of-
fensive line as the rollout of
the new scheme under coor-
dinator Kevin Stefanski and
adviser Gary Kubiak contin-
ues.

Though the Vikings have
one of the NFLs best wide
receiver duos in Adam Thiel-
en and Stefon Diggs, they’ve
been waiting all summer for
some of their younger players
at that position to emerge as
reliable depth.

SEAHAWKS AT CHARGERS

Seattle’s starters will likely
get their final preseason ac-
tion as Pete Carroll’s plan in
the past has the majority of
them sitting for the final week
of the preseason. Russell
Wilson played one quarter
last week in Minnesota and
will likely get a bit more time
against the Chargers.

The Seahawk starting of-
fense looked crisp against the
Vikings with the exception
of two missed third-down
throws that would have ex-
tended drives.

The other competition to
watch on offense will be the

depth at wide receiver with
several players — Jazz Fergu-
son, Keenan Reynolds, Gary
Jennings, John Ursua, Malik
Turner — battling for the fi-
nal spots.

Philip Rivers, Keenan Allen
and Joey Bosa will not play for
the third straight game for the
Chargers. Rivers, who used
to want to get as many pre-
season snaps as possible, has
been asked if he is comfort-
able rolling into the regular
season without any live game
reps and he said he would be
ready to go. Allen tweaked his
ankle last week but has prac-
ticed this week and hopefully
should not miss time during
the regular season. Bosa is a
healthy scratch like Rivers.

STEELERS AT TITANS

Most of Pittsburgh’s start-
ers, including quarterback
Ben Roethlisberger, will make
extended preseason cameos,
though the real intrigue is in
what comes after Roethlis-
berger makes an exit.

Mason Rudolph and Josh
Dobbs are competing to be
Roethlisberger’s backup, a
spot Dobbs held last season.
Coach Mike Tomlin has seen
little separation between the
two through two preseason
games, though Rudolph did
lead the Steelers to a touch-
down drive last week against
Kansas City.

Rookie inside linebacker
Devin Bush expects to play
after sitting out against the
Chiefs because of a minor
shoulder injury. Bush, the
10th overall pick in the draft,
was a revelation in his NFL
debut, racking up 10 tack-
les in the preseason opener
against Tampa Bay.
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Every Saturday
at6:30 p.m.

Doors Open
at 5:00 p.m.

Meal Provided
FREE of Charge
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# AMERICAN LEGION

POST #477

Jackpots continue to grow!

124 N. Illinois Street ¢ Chrisman, IL 61924

Tiki - $4,900
Tripple B - $375
Orange - $330
Green - $4,520
Purple - $10,000
$500 Jackpot
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Single Walk
Couple Walk
Family Walk

Trail Fee $600.00

Daily Fees
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(After 3pm)
Friday - Sunday

(After 3pm)

Kids 7-14
(With paying adult)

Storage Fee $75.00
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Saturday & Sunday Twilight
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Eagle Ridge Memberships

$900.00

Club Rental $10.00
9 Holes

§9.00
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§15.00
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§7.00

Eagle Combo Packages Cards
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§525.00
§750.00

*Upcoming Outing™
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Sign ups for the
Little HoneyBee King and Queen Pageant
are going to be on
August 31, 2019 from 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

>~ at The Paris VFW Post 3601 7%
@v@ 601 West Court Street ¢ @
Paris, IL 61944

Ages from 4 years - 6 years
*There will be a small sign up fee.*
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For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail State Park,
Marshall, IL

2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1
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Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!
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Dalbey Designs

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St - Paris, IL
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§1100.00  Family w/Cart  $2200.00

JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00

You're Retired.
Your Money Isn'’t.

To learn why consolidating

your retirement accounts to
Edward Jones makes sense,
contact your Edward Jones
financial advisor today.

Derrick L Lorenzen
Financial Advisor
1773 11 Hwy 1

Paris, IL 61944-8309
217-463-4774

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

EdwardJones
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Dave Frisse Band will be
playing at
VFW in Paris, Illinois
Saturday, August 31
8:30 -11:30 pm

See you there!

* Roll Off Container Service

* Residential & Commercial
Trash Service

* Residential & Commerical
Lawn Sevice

* Gravel for Driveway
Repair

217-463- 1765

* Mulch

P.O. Box 921 - Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

CHRISMAN
* AMERICAN LEGION

POST #477

Jackpots continue to grow!

Every Saturday Tiki - $4,900
at6:30 p.m. Tripple B - $375
Doors Open Orange - $330
at 5:00 p.m. Green - $4,520
Meal Provided | Purple - 510,000
FREE of Charge |$500 Jackpot

124 N. lllinois Street « Chrisman, IL 61924

Shiloh brainstorms education options

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

HUME — How to improve
the education and learning
for Shiloh students was the
focus for the majority of the
monthly meeting of the Shi-
loh Community Unit District
1 board of education Monday,
Aug, 19,

Interim district superin-
tendent Allen Hall led the
discussion noting in the past,
groups like the North Central
Association — which was
disbanded in 2014 — accred-
ited schools. Hall said that
process involved a group of
educators and community
members visiting a school
at intervals and writing a re-
port highlighting the school’s
strengths, weaknesses and
also making recommenda-
tions.

In the absence of such a
group, Hall reviewed his list of
strengths and weaknesses of
the Shiloh school.

Among the strengths listed
were:

MThe district’s class size for
all grades is an advantage. Hall
said classes that are larger are
either split into two sections
or an extra classroom aide is
added to the room to assist the
teacher. He noted later in the
meeting the board was sched-
uled to act on hiring three new
aides.

BThe district’s title pro-
grams are strong. Shiloh stu-
dents receive the remedial
help they need either by being
pulled out of the classroom
and working with the title
teachers or within the class-
room.

BEvery student in the dis-
trict has the use of a Chrome-
book, Hall said, noting the
district’s technology strength.
Teachers received outside
training. While some teachers
use the Chromebooks more
than others, there are Smart-
boards in every room.

BMThe district’s textbooks
are up to date.

WField trips and outside
experiences for students are
encouraged. “We never turn
anyone down,” he said.

B Shiloh now has a school
psychologist 212 days a week,
up from the previous one day
a week. The district is also
actively searching for a social
worker.

While the school has many
strengths, Hall said the district
does fall short in some areas
including:

M Parents want to see A’s on
report cards and Hall is con-
cerned about grade inflation.
“There is pressure on teachers
not just at this level but at the
university level as well,” he
said. He shared a discussion
he had with a University of
Illinois professor about grade
inflation.

M Assigned classroom
grades at Shiloh don't reflect
on the district’s test scores.

BThe high schools ad-
vanced classes don’t provide
much competition for the dis-
trict’s best students. “Instead
of having 20-25 students in
an advanced class, we have
maybe five or six,” he said.
“Students feed off each other”
Shiloh High School presently
has an enrollment of 106 stu-
dents.

MBecause of the small size,
there are no high school de-
partment chairs to evaluate
area programs.

B Shiloh needs more voca-
tional offerings. There is an
area vocational center in Til-
ton, but it’s a 40-minute trip
each way. Most classes oftered
at Shiloh have only one sec-
tion limiting when students
can take them and because
of graduation requirements,
some students who would
benefit from vocational class-
es cannot take them.

BSummer school should
be offered because students
regress a great deal during
summer break. While su-
perintendent in the Heritage
school district, Hall offered
summer school but the stu-
dents who really needed it
didn’t attend or only attended
sporadically. “It was terribly
frustrating and eventually we
finally just droppedit,” he said.
An incentive plan might help
spur attendance. “It (summer
school) is a big advantage for
lower grades,” he said.

M Attracting and maintain-
ing quality teachers is a prob-
lem just not just at Shiloh, but
throughout Illinois. Teachers
in Champaign-Urbana don’t
want to drive to Hume for a
job. Shiloh’s location is a de-
terrent, he said.

Board member Renee Hen-
ry emphasized the need for
Shiloh students to learn and
not chase grades.

“I would be supportive of
stop playing that game,” she
said.

District curriculum and
technology director Terry Sul-

livan said there aren'’t a lot of
options for grading other than
the standards-based grading,
which hasn’t been warmly re-
ceived in classrooms — espe-
cially by parents.

Board member Aaron Rich-
ardson expressed his concern
with the lack of vocational ex-
periences for Shiloh students.

“I think if we can build a
new bus barn, we can add a
couple of classrooms (for vo-
cational education),” he said.

Following Hall’s discussion,
the board members brain-
stormed possible areas of in-
terest for educational goals
and programs. Among the
possibilities are:

BMore peer-to-peer tutor-
ing for students.

BEstablish a grow-your-
own teacher program.

BProvide more life skills
training in consumer educa-
tion.

BIncrease computer skills
including offering more class-
es. Henry suggested coding

should be added.
BMHire another science
teacher.

BEmpower teachers to be
more innovative through a
grant program.

EProvide more planning
time for teachers.

B Pay teachers for attending
practicums.

BInvestigate Project Lead
the Way, a science program
that emphasizes active learn-
ing.

BInvite visiting musicians
to spend time in the school.

Hall said he will organize
the discussion and report back
at an upcoming meeting.

Horizon Health receives gold seal award

SPECIALTO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health continues
to receive national recognition
for its commitment to patient
safety and top quality care.

The Joint Commission,

which independently evaluates
and accredits nearly 21,000
healthcare organizations and
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at 5:00 p.m. (CST)

217-82606152 - centralstateco.com

programs in the United States,
has awarded Horizon Health a
gold seal of approval as an ac-
credited critical access hospital.
This followed an intensive, un-
announced three-day survey
and tour of the hospital in May.
The 2019 accreditation is valid
for three years.

Receiving the accreditation
means Horizon Health com-
plies with the highest national
standards for safety and quality
of care. Seeking Joint Commis-
sion accreditation is voluntary,
and Horizon Health has been
accredited since it first applied
for the status in 1998.

“Meeting the Joint Com-
mission’s standards shows the
community that our quality of
patient care and patient safe-

ty initiatives are performing
at the highest levels. It’s a bar
we continue to raise and work
at,” said Amy Arnett, infection
control/performance im-
provement manager at Hori-
zon Health.

As part of its survey, the
Joint Commission used a
tracer methodology to track a
patient’s experience from the
time of admission to the hospi-
tal until the time of discharge.

The survey included a visit
from a life safety specialist who
inspected such things as the
hospital building and grounds,
signage, entrance and exit
points and emergency man-
agement plans.

Surveyors also reviewed the
hospital’s overall environment

of care, infection prevention
and control methods, the
medical staff and leadership
and national patient safety
goals.

“As a private accreditor, The
Joint Commission surveys
health care organizations to
protect the public by identi-
fying deficiencies in care and
working with those organiza-
tions to correct them as quick-
ly and sustainably as possible,”
said Mark Pelletier, chief oper-
ating officer, accreditation and
certification operations, and
chief nursing executive, The
Joint Commission. “We com-
mend Horizon Health for its
continuous quality improve-
ment efforts in patient safety
and quality of care”

RMTD ridership exceeds 1 million

SPEICALTO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HARRISBURG —  For
the first time in its histo-
ry, ridership on Rides Mass

Transit District routes ex-
ceeded 1 million passengers
during the previous fiscal year
which ended June 30. In total,
RMTD saw a nearly 36 per-
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cent increase in ridership.

"We certainly are pleased
with being able to transport
so many passengers and being
able to make such a positive
impact across all of the coun-
ties we serve," said RMTD
assistant director Adam Lach.
"We've seen significant increas-
es within the urbanized area
between Marion and Carbon-
dale, plus we've also seen solid
increases across the rest of our
district. We understand that

. people count on us as a public

transit provider to get to work,
class, medical appointments
and to run errands.”

Over 1.1 million rides
were given throughout the
18-county service area, which
includes large portions of
southern and east central Illi-
nois. Edgar County is one of
the communities served by
Rides Mass Transit.

"We want to continue to
work on ways to improve our
service," said Lach. "Clearly,
when we transport that many
people over such a large area,
you aren't without challenges,
but we're always looking for
ways to improve our level of
service each day. Our staff at
each of our locations do a great
job and care about the people
they transport and want to
help make a difference.”

RMTD is the largest ru-
ral public transit district in
linois. In addition to local
residential service, it provides
weekday access to destina-
tions such as St. Louis, Cham-
paign, Springfield, Evansville,
Ind., and Terre Haute, Ind.

The organization is also
nearing completion of its
park-and-ride transit hub
in Marion, which will make
transferring and connecting
passengers even easier when
moving around the region.



CESTLAVIE

CONTACT US:

VAVECYARCYALS
nzeman@prairiepress.net

SATURDAY,
AUGUST 24, 2019

Drunk
delays

All of my life I've been
saying to myself, “Self,
you've never stood on
Lookout
Mountain.

Driven

past it?

Yes. Flown

above it?

Yes. But

have you

actoally  ALLEN
planted ENGLEBRIGHT
yourfeet  OFPcer
atop it?

No”

I've outlived most of the
barns that provided adver-

tisements painted vividly
on their roofs: “See Rock
City atop Lookout Moun-
tain,” or “See Seven States
Atop Lookout Mountain,
Chattanooga, Tennessee.”
Those ads were more
numerous than the other
famous slogan, “Chew Mail
Pouch Tobacco”

I finally did it, family
and all, Aug. 7,2019. We
rode the Lookout Moun-
tain Railway in a straight
line right up to the top. It’s
called the world’s steepest
railroad. As one strong ca-
ble pulls the passenger car
upward, another unwinds
and lowers a second car.
They pass by each other
at the halfway point of the
two-mile-long railroad in
operation since 189S.

There’s another straight-
line railroad to the top of
Mt. Washington, N.H., the
tallest peak in the Appala-
chians. We rode it in 1970.
Four dinky little steam
locomotives were huffing
and puffing mightily to
pull passengers upward
on a cog railway. They had
to stop for coal and water
along the route. Struggling
up, they belched kachuck. .
kachuck. . kachuck all the
way. Returning effortlessly
downward, they issued a
rapid chuckachuckachuck-
achuka to the very bottom.
This train spawned the idea
for “The Little Engine That
Could,” a kiddie story many
of us have read in school
literature books. Today,
only one steamer continues
to perform. The others are
diesels.

Well, readers know me,
the Old Codger. I'm always
seeking funny stories to
share, so I pried one from
one of the guides on Look-
out Mountain. At first they
could think of none, other
than an occasional kid that
bawls and squalls from fear.
Someone has to cuddle
them and calm sore nerves.

This story, however, is
about an event that caused
an hour of delay because
of an unusual fight on the
railroad track.

As the cable car rolled
upward to perhaps two-
thirds of the distance, they
encountered a drunk lit
up somewhat like Otis
Campbell on “The Andy
Griffith Show” The old
coot was tipsily walking
upward with his loyal dog
on a leash. Why, some may
ask? Perhaps he was lost.
Then maybe he was a resi-
dent along one of the roads
at mountaintop. Maybe
he was seeking someone
to visit. He was clearly
inebriated, though, and had
no intention of yielding
right-of-way.

The guide asked him
politely to move aside. The
drunk became quarrel-
some. By necessity, the
cable operator atop the
mountain was required
to stop the cars. Law
enforcement officers were
requested.

Several minutes elapsed
before two cops arrived.
Before long they called for
assistance. The number
grew to six. Everything
functioned in slow motion
because of the steep slope.
Events were further com-
plicated when the drunk
decided to resist arrest.

Twice he attempted
to flee. Officers couldn’t
push, lift or drag the

See CODGER, Page 2B

COLORADO CAPITAL IS A SPOTTO SAVOR

4
Ruth Patchett/The Prairie Press

Stuffed piquillo peppers are one of the tapas options at TAPAteria in Colorado Springs. The dish is served with Machengo
cheese among other ingredients and flavored with a sherry vinaigrette.

Denver is served

BY RUTH PATCHETT
rpweibl@gmail.com

Finally, I met my granddog. Shaggy
lives in Denver, and I have wanted to
meet him since my son and his wife ad-
opted him.

He is a border collie/lab mix and was
trained by female inmates in the Colo-
rado penal system. Shaggy was in about
five different penitentiaries for training
before they brought him home. A job
helping train dogs is much desired and
each dog trained spends two weeks
24/7 with one person before anoth-
er trainer takes over. This keeps a dog
from becoming too attached to one
inmate and acclimates them to living in
different places.

Most grandparents can be bores
about how smart or cute their grand-
children are. I will not bore readers
about how smart or cute my granddog
is, but I will say he is very special. He
loves to fetch and only chews on toys
given to him. I brought out a toy, and
he chewed it to smithereens but never
touched a pillow or shoe or anything
else.

We left him alone when we went to
Pike’s Peak and were gone for more
than nine hours. This was the longest
he was by himself ever, but the house
was never bothered. My granddog truly
is grand.

And speaking of grand and chewing
I had some of the best food while vis-
iting. I made it a point to take pictures
and write down what I had eaten so I
could recommend some good places in
case a reader is headed that way.

There are many delicious restau-
rants, but I always insist on breakfast
at Snooze. My son had not been there
since the last time we visited more
than two years ago. He does not like
the two-hour wait time for a seat, but
we are early risers so our wait time was
only 20 minutes. Free coffee and water
are available while standing in line out-
doors and the weather was pleasant, so
no problem.

Snooze first opened in Denver April
2, 2006, and it is an environmental-
ly conscious business. It recycles and
composts everything possible. The en-
tire last page of the menu is about all
the good things the business is doing

to save the environment, including the
use of locally grown products for most
of the menu items.

I am a menu reader so it was fun to
read while waiting on my breakfast. My
Benny Duo breakfast had two different
kinds of eggs Benedict. I chose Bella
Bella Benny, thin slices of prosciutto,
Tallegio cheese eggs on toasted ciabat-
ta, topped with cream cheese hollanda-
ise and balsamic glaze. The other was
a Lox-n-Latke Benny featuring crispy
latkes topped with lox-style salmon,
poached eggs, hollandaise, fried capers,
red onions and pistou.

The rest of our table had Breakfast
Pot Pie, something Tom always orders,
Pineapple Upside Down Pancake, Ha-
vana Daydreaming, and Makin’ it Grain
Bowl. For vegetarians or those who
eat little meat, this grain bowl is a per-
fect choice. It featured Farro black rice,
quinoa, carmelized onion, mushroom,
roasted garlic and sesame balsamic,
topped with eggs, arugula, avocado,
tomatoes, watermelon radishes and
pickles. The menu changes seasonally
but T hope when I go back I can get the
Makin’ It Grain Bowl, as I looked at it

Ruth Patchett/The Prairie Press
Snooze is the breakfast place in Denver, Colo. The popularity is such there is often
a two-hour wait to get seated. The Benny Duo is two kinds of eggs Benedict with a
variety of options creating a flavorful and unique dish.

with envy.

Since the original Snooze opened in
Colorado others have opened in Cali-
fornia, Texas, Arizona, North Carolina
and one will be opening in Kansas City
soon. The restaurant at Union Station
in downtown Denver always has a two-
hour wait but it is worth the time as
Union Station has now been remodeled.
We were there about 25 plus years ago
coming back from a trip out west, and it
was old and decrepit at the time. Now,
there are interesting shops to peruse
and a farmers market with all sorts of
food to investigate. Union Station is also,
close to one of the best bookstores ever
called The Tattered Cover. It is huge and
with ample reading nooks to while away
the hours.

I was with my daughter-in-law An-
drea enjoying the shops and because it
had been at least five hours since eating
at Snooze we decided a light appetizer
was necessary. The 16th Street Mall in
Downtown Denver offered a great se-
lection of places to try. We chose Cho
77 a small bar bistro, which is next
door to the more elegant full-service

See DENVER, Page 9B
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Special to The Prairie Press

North American Lighting (NAL) is getting on the corporate bandwagon supporting the Paris Center of Fine Arts (PCOFA).
The donation entitles NAL to a 20 percent discount when buying tickets, which the company plans to use by making tickets
available to employees through a raffle system. Corporate sponsorship starts at $500 and the offer is good until Sept. 14.
Pictured, left to right, Mandy Martin, Kristin Chittick, Harry Hughes and Kayla Lindsay.

Designing
safety: the

science of
CONcussion

The fall prep-sports sea-
son is here as we prepare for
2019 Friday Night Lights.

Athletes
have been
condi-
tioning
and most
schools
have pub-
lic exhibi-
tions this
weekend
and begin
competi-
tions next
week. Besides cardio and
strength work, trainers are
recording mental baseline
data. There is a strong focus
on concussions and brain
protection for athletes in
prep sports. Every team
has a medically certified
trainer and every coach has
completed mandatory con-
cussion training. Schools
are required to establish a
concussion protocol.

Trainers put athletes
through a series of mental
tasks such as counting
months backward or re-
peating number sequences
to establish an individual
baseline. If there is ever any
question of a concussion,
the trainer administers the
same test to determine if
there is any change in men-
tal function. Any indication
of concussion places the
athlete on an injured list
and a prohibition from
playing. They cannot return
to competition or practice
until cleared by a concus-
sion team. Every school has
an expert team, including
medical professionals, to
review each case.

The data makes clear
why these measures are
mandated. Concussions are
serious enough to require
medical intervention
and are one of the most
common injuries in sports.
Between 2001 and 2005,
children ages 5-18 years old
accounted for 2.4 million
sports-related ER visits an-
nually. Of these, 6 percent
involved a concussion. Two
in 10 high school athletes
who play contact sports
will suffer a concussion this
year. It is not just boys who
are at risk. Girls soccer has
the second-most concus-
sions of all high school
sports, and girls basketball
is number three.

Historically, coaches
have failed to recognize
when a student suffered a
concussion. Evidence of
permanent damage from
repeated concussions is
irrefutable. It’s especially
devastating if the student
returns to play too soon.

A concussion, also
known as a mild traumatic
brain injury (MTBI), is
caused by a bump, blow
or jolt to the head causing
the brain to move rapidly
inside the skull. It changes
how the brain normally
functions. Overly simpli-
fied, it is a bruise on the
brain but does not have
to exhibit bleeding or
swelling. Just getting brain
fluids sloshed around dis-
rupts normal communica-
tion between neurons.

Signs and symptoms
include headache, nausea,
fatigue, confusion or
memory problems, sleep
disturbances or mood
changes. Symptoms are
typically noticed right
after the injury, but some
might not appear until
days or weeks later.

Facts highlight why
this is taken so seriously.
An athlete who sustains a
concussion is 500 percent
more likely to sustain a
second concussion and
the damage from concus-
sions is cumulative. Up to
86 percent of athletes that
suffer a concussion will
experience a post-trau-
matic migraine or some
other headache pain.
Recent evidence indicates
the severity of headache
symptoms may be a good

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B
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Farnham celebrates 90th birthday

SPECIALTO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Dorothy Martin Farnham

will observe her 90th birth-
day Aug. 30 with a family
outing.

An Edgar County resident
for her entire life, Farnham
was born and grew up in Ver-
milion. She now resides in
Paris.

She has three children,
Karl Farnham ]Jr, Brad
Farnham and Linda Leeth,
all of Paris. She is a proud
grandmother of five, Aaron
and Logan Farnham, Sasha

Leeth, Elizabeth Brown and
Ericka Brandes and nine
great-grandchildren, with an-
other expected in December.

Farnham worked for 25
years as a registered school
nurse at Crestwood and that
became her second family
as she witnessed two gen-
erations come and go at the
school.

She is a faithful member
of her church and loves her
savior.

(217) 251-2636
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co DG ER resulted. Two officers were ently they lifted their quarry

bitten. over a fence, although none of
FROM PAGE 18 The drunk then felt the passengers witnessed it.
man upward. More than once obligated to defend the dog, Next day the local news-
they lost their footing and which he did by unleashinga  paper featured an article
toppled. The drunk’s dogwas  flurry of vulgarity. Eventually  about the drunk’s arrest and
gentle and seemingly amused  the tangle of men and dog subsequent jailing.

wallowed off to the side of the
tracks, at which point the cable
cars moved past. Somehow
the officers struggled through
brush off to the side. Appar-

at first by the confusion, but
at some point Fido decided
he should defend his master
from the aggravation. Gnash-
ing teeth and snapping jaws

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill,,
61944.)

LONGBEARDS GRANT SCHOLARSHIPS

By
s = 17"

Special to The Prairie Press
The Edgar County Longbeards Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation awarded the 2019
Edgar County Longheards/Brant Allen Hutchens Scholarship to Carley Wilson. Pictured, left to
right, are: Greg Morgan, Scott Williamson, Jeremiah Hall, Wes Morgan, Carley Wilson, Don Hum-
phrey, Thad Arrasmith, Bryce Switzer, Spike Hollingsworth, Lacie Johnson and Stacey East.

2=

Special~to Thke rairie Press
The Edgar County Longbeards Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation awarded the 2019
Edgar County Longbeards/Brant Allen Hutchens Scholarship to Shasta Shannon. Pictured, left
to right, are: Greg Morgan, Scott Williamson, Jeremiah Hall, Wes Morgan, Shasta Shannon, Don
Humpbhrey, Thad Arrasmith, Spike Hollingsworth, Bryce Switzer, Lacie Johnson and Stacey East.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Edgar County Longbeards Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation awarded the 2019
Edgar County Longbeards/Denita Morris Memorial Scholarship to Emilee Roush.

Pictured left to right are: Greg Morgan, Scott Williamson, Dave Morris, Wes Morgan, Jeremiah
Hall, Emilee Roush, Don Humphrey, Thad Arrasmith, Spike Hollingsworth, Bryce Switzer, Lacie
Johnson, and Stacey East.

Offer ends

. Installation
always
included

WINDOWS AND
PATIO DOORS'

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4

CALL BY SEPTEMBER 30

to schedule your FREE in-home consultation

© 855-815-3373

Also visit your local showroom.

Renewal

byAndersen.

WINDOW REPLACEMENT

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires g/30/2019. Offer valid on initial visit only. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window, get the next one (1) at 40% off and 12 months
$0 money down, $o monthly payments, $0 interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or patio doors between 6/15/2019 and g/30/2019. 40% off windows and patio doors are
less than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door in the project. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase
amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial
institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Available only at participating locations. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for
details. Los Angeles License #992285. Orange County License #990416. MHIC #121441. VA License #2705155684. DC License #420215000125. License MN: BC130983/W!:266951. Excludes
MN insurance work per MSA 325E.66. Other license numbers available on request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. For J.D. Power 2018
award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. "ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where

denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2019 Andersen Corporation. Al rights reserved. RBA12091 *Using U.S. and imported parts.




HISTORY

Remote
glacial
lake full of

skeletons

SPECIALTO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

Ever since a British for-
est guide first stumbled
on Roopkund Lake in
northern India in 1942,
experts have struggled to
understand how hundreds
of human skeletons ended
up in this small, shallow
glacial lake, which sits in
a valley more than 16,000
feet above sea level.

Over the years, various
theories have surfaced to
explain who the skeletons
might belong to, as well
as when and how they
made their way into Skel-
eton Lake, as Roopkund is
known.

At first, people thought
they might be the remains
of Japanese soldiers who
died crossing through the
Himalayas during World
War II — but the bones
were too old for that.
Others suggested a natu-
ral disaster, an epidemic
of disease or a mass ritu-
al suicide. According to
one leading theory, a sud-
den and severe hailstorm
struck a group of unsus-
pecting pilgrims, sending
giant ice balls smashing
into their heads and shoul-
ders.

Now, DNA analysis and
radiocarbon  dating re-
search has upended much
of the prevailing wisdom
— and raised new ques-
tions — about the bones in
Roopkund Lake. In a study
published in Nature Com-
munications, researchers
linked 38 skeletons from
the lake to three distinct
groups of individuals, in-
cluding 23 men and wom-
en of South Asian ancestry,
14 with genes associated
with the eastern Medi-
terranean region and one
individual with Southeast
Asian-related DNA.

But DNA isn't the only
thing that separates the
groups from each oth-
er. While the researchers
dated the skeletons with
South Asian ancestry to
around 800 A.D., the re-
mains of the eastern Med-
iterranean group and the
Southeast Asian individual
were much younger, from
around 1800. These find-
ings cast doubt on the idea
that a single catastrophic
event deposited all the
skeletons of Roopkund
Lake, suggesting they were
instead placed there on
different occasions, some
1,000 years apart.

Earlier DNA testing of
another set of bones from
Roopkund Lake indicat-
ed the presence of related
members of a family or
tribe, as well as another
group that was smaller in
stature. From similar head
wounds found on the skel-
etons, which were all dat-
ed to A.D. 850, scientists
concluded that a hailstorm
had killed the entire group.
This theory intriguingly
mirrored a local legend,
which held that the moun-
tain goddess Nanda Devi
had sent a fierce hailstorm
to punish a group of pil-
grims who had defiled her
sacred ground by playing
music and dancing.

Researchers in the new
study believe a mass death

See SKELETONS, Page 4B
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Buying the Virgin Islands

Over 50 years, the U.S. bought Saint Thomas, Saint John and Saint Croix from Denmark

SPECIALTO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

Every March 31, the U.S.
Virgin Islands of Saint Thom-
as, Saint John and Saint Croix
observeTransfer Day to com-
memorate the sale of the is-
lands from Denmark to the
United States. Of the U.S! five
permanently inhabited territo-
ries, the U.S. Virgin Islands is
the only one the country ever
purchased from another impe-
rial power. The two powers ne-
gotiated over the three islands
for more than 50 years before
finally transferring power in
1917.

Though the US. and Den-
mark each had their own
complex motivations in this
exchange, “they turned upon
the question of imperialism
— declining in the case of
Denmark and increasing on
the part of the United States,”

wrote the late historian Isaac
Dookhan in a 1975 issue of
Caribbean Studies. Ultimately,
the U.S. successfully pressured
Denmark to sell the islands by
threatening a military attack
on the neutral nation during
‘World War 1.

Denmark had colonized the
three islands — known as the
Danish West Indies — back in
the 17th and 18th centuries.
It forced enslaved Africans to
work on plantations producing
products like sugar, which it
profited from until the 1840s,
when sugar prices fell.

Big changes also came in
July 1848, when several hun-
dred enslaved people on St.
Croix revolted and won their
freedom by threatening to
burn the islands’ towns to the
ground. After abolition, these
newly freed people struggled
to make a profit on exhausted

lands and plantations that were
small and old-fashioned com-
pared with newer industrial
operations, according to the
Danish State Archives.

By the late 19th century,
Denmark was finding it in-
creasingly expensive to run
the islands. Yet as early as the
American Civil War, the U.S.
was eyeing them as a possible
economic and national securi-
ty asset. This was because U.S.
officials thought the islands
could help secure American
economic interests in the Ca-
ribbean. But they also worried
a hostile foreign power might
take control of them before the
U.S. could.

“During the 1880s and
1890s, suspicion was direct-
ed mainly against Germany,
which was developing interest
in Latin America,” Dookhan
wrote. “The fact that the Ger-

ri
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A portrait of the locals of St. Croix in 1916 before the United
States purchased the former Denmark Islands for $25 million in
gold. Negotiations took place on and off for 50 years before the

deal was concluded.

man steamship company, the
Hamburg-American Line,
used St. Thomas as its regular
refueling station tended to ex-
acerbate those suspicions.”

The first negotiations be-
tween the U.S. and Denmark
began in 1865, the year

the Civil War ended. Secre-
tary of State William Henry
Seward actually negotiated a
treaty with Denmark to cede
the islands to the U.S. in 1867,
but the Senate rejected it. This
was probably partly due to an

See ISLANDS, Page 4B
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Marge Houghland helped organize the recent Edgar County Rural School reunion, which more than 40 people attended.

Rural school reunion

BY ROGER STANLEY
rstanleyl937@outlook.com

A group of 43 older generation
students got together Aug. 11 to cel-
ebrate old memories of school days
gone by and eat a lunch catered by
Jeanette McDaniel.

Kate Morecraft called the meet-
ing to order for the Edgar County
One-Room Rural School Reunion
at 12:30 p.m. at the fellowship hall of
the First Christian Church in Paris.
As the eight tables of people anxious-
ly waited for good food and fellow-
ship, Morecraft welcomed them and
presented a short reading. It was a
humorous piece for those of the older
generation and how uniquely we had
lived our lives.

She insulted the audience and her-
self in just the right way for us all to
teel welcome. Morecraft read a bless-
ing for the food and our lives, and
then we welcomed a scrumptious
meal with exquisite dessert items.

Morecraft aided by co-host Marge
Houghland recognized where partici-
pants went to school and the logistics
of the oldest and youngest in atten-
dance, and who came the farthest.
A tally was taken for the number of
schools represented. Asher School
of Symmes Township had the most
attendees with eight. Ft. Sumpter had
seven and North Union had six, and
these were the leading schools of the
32 schools represented.

The oldest attendee was Mamie
Dart and the youngest was Joel Gleck-
ler. David Gleckler came the farthest
from Salem. Tom Morrisey, an alum-
nus of Kimble, and Don Wallace went

e

This group represents grades 1-8 although it may have
been that not every gradg had a student. ;
Left to right: Front row: Don?\;lpd Moore, Rosemary Mullins,
Leo Kirby, John Morrisey. Second row: .Kathryn Ro;e,b
Mary Anna Morrisey, Lyle Hooker, T.J. Davis, Donald Kirby.

i irby,
i 5 i d Jud Wayne Hooker, Junior Kirb
Third row: Richar Y 3% ] 4

Arnold Jefferson, Tom Morrisey, s
Nat nictured:

Vernon Sharp :

Special to The Prairie Press

Old photos helped spark memories at the recent Edgar County One-Room Rural
School Reunion. This group of students attended Kimble School during the 1940s.

to just one school for all eight years.
There were five first-time attendees
at the reunion, who were recognized
and well received.

A PowerPoint presentation of “The
Old Schools of Edgar County from
1880 until 1955” was the program
given by Roger Stanley. Pictures of
the old schools, their locations and
many students of the past were in-
cluded with the school settings. The
audience members also made many
observations about the schools,

oup

teachers and identifying themselves
or someone they had known.

There was also mention of schools
occasionally having more than one
name. Some schools had a communi-
ty name that did not always jibe with
the name of record. One such school
was Duck School that was officially
known as Grand Center School. All
seemed to enjoy the presentation and
identifying those they knew.

The meeting was adjourned by

See REUNION, Page 4B

[s that
a real
word?

The word acronym has
only been around for less
than 80 years, but I bet the
bedickens

it has puz- A

zled many

readers of = o= 4

newspa- W 4 :

persand @

listeners St

of televi-

sion for ROGER

about as STANLEY

long. e
Does

everyone

know that ISBE stands for

the Illinois State Board of
Education, or do we have
to read the story to figure
that out? Yes, I understand
using such acronyms
because headlines many
times have to be short-
ened. It seems national
news agencies like to use
POTUS instead of the
President of the United
States. I guess I should
have used U.S. so I could
go along with the program
of correct acronym.

How about when we
visit the doctor’s office
and he says something is
wrong because the CAC is
too high. I would ask why
he wants me to see a certi-
fied alcoholism counselor,
since the strongest thing I
drink is root beer without
caffeine.

Acronym is just a newer
word for those who don’t
like to spell out what they
mean like TMI could
stand for too much infor-
mation, or that’s my idea.
TMI for writing this piece
and readers can take the

See STANLEY, Page 4B
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GENEALOGY LIBRARY
REDUCES HOURS

The Edgar County Genealogy
Library is reducing its weekly
schedule to two day per week
for the remainder of the sum-
mer. The new hours are 9 a.m.-
4 p.m.Thursday and Friday
from now through Sept. 6.

Pearman i—
PHARMACY y

116 West Court Street

Paris, IL

(217) 465-8455

Steve Benefiel R.PH
Denise Allanson, R.PH

Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

PARIS CLINIC
PHARMACY

217-465-4114

In The Horizon Health Paris Clinic

Paris, IL

Justine Bogue PharmD

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an
indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.
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Did Yellow Journalism fuel the outbreak of the Spanish-American war?

SPECIALTO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

The Spanish-American War,
while dominating the media,
also fueled the United States’
first media wars in the era of
yellow journalism. Newspa-
pers at the time screamed out-
rage, with headlines including,
“Who Destroyed the Maine?
$50,000 Reward,” “Spanish
Treachery” and “Invasion!”

But while many newspapers
in the late 19th century shifted
to more of a tabloid style, the
notion their headlines played
a major part in starting the war
is often overblown, according
to W. Joseph Campbell, a pro-
fessor of communication at
American University in Wash-
ington, D.C.

“No serious historian of the
Spanish-American War period
embraces the notion that the
yellow press of [William Ran-
dolph] Hearst and [Joseph]
Pulitzer fomented or brought

“Newspapers, after all, did
not create the real policy dif-
ferences between the United
States and Spain over Spain's
harsh colonial rule of Cuba.”

The media scene at the end
of the 19th century was robust
and highly competitive. It was
also experimental, says Camp-
bell. Most newspapers at the
time had been typographical-
ly bland, with narrow columns
and headlines and few illustra-
tions. Then, starting in 1897,
half-tone photographs were
incorporated into daily issues.

According to Campbell,
yellow journalism, in turn,
was a distinct genre that fea-
tured bold typography, mul-
ticolumn headlines, generous
and imaginative illustrations,
as well as, “a keen taste for
self-promotion, and an incli-
nation to take an activist role
in news reporting”’

In fact, the term yellow jour-
nalism was born from a rivalry

litzer's New York World and
William Randolph Hearst's
New York Journal. Starting in
1895, Pulitzer printed a comic
strip featuring a boy in a yellow
nightshirt, titled the “Yellow
Kid” Hearst poached the car-
toon’s creator and ran the strip
in his newspaper. A critic at the
New York Press, in an effort to
shame the newspapers' sen-
sationalistic approach, coined
the term Yellow-Kid Journal-
ism after the cartoon. The term
was then shortened to Yellow
Journalism.

“It was said of Hearst that he
wanted New York American
readers to look at page one and
say, ‘Gee whiz, to turn to page
two and exclaim, ‘Holy Moses,
and then at page three, shout
‘God Almighty!” writes Edwin
Diamond in his book, “Behind
the Times”

That sort of attention-grab-
bing was evident in the media’s
coverage of the Spanish-Amer-

ened public calls for US. entry
into the conflict, there were
multiple political factors that
led to the war’s outbreak.

“Newspapers did not cause
the Cuban rebellion that began
in 1895 and was a precursor to
the Spanish-American War,’
says Campbell. “And there is
no evidence that the admin-
istration of President William
McKinley turned to the yellow
press for foreign policy guid-
ance.

“But this notion lives on be-
cause, like most media myths,
it makes for a delicious tale, one
readily retold,” Campbell says.
“It also strips away complexity
and offers an easy-to-grasp, if
badly misleading, explanation
about why the country went to
war in 1898

The myth also survives,
Campbell says, because it pur-
ports the power of the news
media at its most malignant.
“That is, the media at their

have fought,” he says.

According to the U.S. Office
of the Historian, tensions had
been brewing in the long-held
Spanish colony of Cuba off and
on for much of the 19th cen-
tury, intensifying in the 1890s,
with many Americans calling
on Spain to withdraw.

“Hearst and Pulitzer devot-
ed more and more attention
to the Cuban struggle for in-
dependence, at times accentu-
ating the harshness of Spanish
rule or the nobility of the rev-
olutionaries, and occasionally
printing rousing stories that
proved to be false,” the office
states. “This sort of coverage,
complete with bold head-
lines and creative drawings of
events, sold a lot of papers for
both publishers.”

Things came to a head in
Cuba Feb. 15, 1898, with the
sinking of the USS Maine in
Havana harbor.

“Sober observers and an

ed that the explosion had oc-
curred on board, but Hearst
and Pulitzer, who had for sev-
eral years been selling papers
by fanning anti-Spanish public
opinion in the United States,
published rumors of plots to
sink the ship,” the Office of the
Historian reports. “.. By early
May, the Spanish-American
‘War had begun.”

Despite intense newspaper
coverage of the strife, the of-
fice agrees that while yellow
journalism showed the media
could capture attention and
influence public reaction, it did
not cause the war.

“In spite of Hearst’s often
quoted statement—You fur-
nish the pictures, I'll provide
the war—other factors played
a greater role in leading to the
outbreak of war,” the office
states. “The papers did not
create anti-Spanish sentiments
out of thin air, nor did the pub-
lishers fabricate the events to

on the war with Spain in 1898,” between the two newspaper ican War. But while the era’s worstcanlead the countryinto initial report by the colonial which the U.S. public and pol-
he says. giants of the era: Joseph Pu- newspapers may have height- a war it otherwise would not government of Cuba conclud- iticians reacted so strongly”
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anti-expansionist ~ sentiment
that set in after the Civil War,
and partly due to the fact that
the Senate was angry at Seward
over his support of President
Andrew Johnson during his im-
peachment trial, notes the U.S.
State Department.

Negotiations ~ started up
again in the 1890s but fizzled
with the onset of the Span-
ish-American War in 1898. In
the aftermath of that war, the
US. gained the territory of
Puerto Rico in the Caribbean
and the territories of Guam and
the Philippines in the Western
Pacific (Puerto Rico and Guam
are still US. territories; the
Philippines won independence
after World War II).

The U.S. was alarger imperial
power now, with a greater inter-
est in expanding. It had also set
its sights on building the Pana-
ma Canal, and this made it even
more interested in purchasing
St. Thomas, St. John and St.
Croix in order to secure the fu-
ture canal’s route. Again, anoth-
er secretary of state — this time

ified the treaty in 1902, but this
time, the Danish parliament
rejected it.

In 1915, the fear of German
takeover motivated the US.
to make another try for the is-
lands. Especially after the sink-
ing of the Lusitania, President
Woodrow Wilson and Secre-
tary of State Robert Lansing
feared that Germany might an-
nex Denmark and launch more
attacks from the Danish West
Indies. Danish leaders resisted
ceding the islands and their
majority-black inhabitants to
the racially segregated United
States.

Angry at this, Lansing insin-
uated that if Denmark didn't
sell the U.S. the islands, it just
might go and seize them to
prevent Germany for getting
to them. It was a bullying tactic,
and it worked.

Eager to prevent a U.S. mili-
tary attack (Denmark was cur-
rently a neutral party in World
War I), Denmark negotiated a
treaty with the U.S. that Presi-
dent Wilson signed on January
16, 1917. On March 31, 1917,

islands to the U.S,, and the
U.S. reciprocated by paying
Denmark $25 million in
gold coin.

What this meant for peo-
ple living on St. Thomas, St.
John and St. Croix — now
the US. Virgin Islands —
was unclear. In 1920, the act-
ing secretary of state spec-
ified that Virgin Islanders
had “American nationality”
but not the “political status
of citizens.” This changed in
1932 when Virgin Islanders
won American citizenship,
but voting was a separate
battle.

The US. Virgin Islands
didn’t win the right to vote
for their own governor un-
til 1970. Today, American
citizens in the U.S. Virgin
Islands — as well as those in
the U.S. territories of Puer-
to Rico, Guam, American
Samoa and the Northern
Mariana Islands — still
cannot elect voting mem-
bers to Congress or vote for
the president of the United
States.

Anytime,
nywhere.

No one covers Edgar County like
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Morecraft thanking every-
one for their participation
and encouraged the group to
contact and welcome older
generation students who have
not yet attended. The rural
school reunion was started
by Don Camp and Barbara
Switzer several years ago, and
Houghland and Morecraft are
to be commended for keeping
it going.

Alumni who attended
Edgar County rural schools
before 1956 are welcome to
attend the reunions held an-
nually the second Sunday of
August. The next reunion is
Aug. 9, 2020, so mark the cal-
endar and join the fun.

Radecr SRR

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

Pine Grove School is the oldest surviving school building in
Edgar County. It was built in 1867.
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during a religious pilgrimage
might well explain the pres-
ence of at least some of the
skeletons in the first group
they identified, of South
Asian ancestry. But they
have more questions about
the second group of individ-
uals, whose DNA indicates
they were from the eastern
Mediterranean, where Hindu

religious practices were not
common.

“Whether they were partic-
ipatingina pilgrimage, orwere
drawn to Roopkund Lake for
other reasons, is a mystery,”
the researchers write. Future
investigation will focus on
archival research, aimed at
finding any potential reports
of sizable groups of foreign
travelers dying in the Himala-
yas in the past few centuries.

As Roopkund Lake re-

mains frozen for much of the
year and is accessible only
via an arduous multi-day trek
into the Himalayas, scientists
believe there could still be
many more skeletons yet to
be found. As the lake’s fame
has grown, however, tour-
ists have been taking bones
away as souvenirs, lending
increased urgency to efforts
to preserve and continue to
learn from this remote and
mysterious site.

STANLEY

FROM PAGE 3B

pick of which initialization I
am talking about.

Many professions have
the wild use of initialization
just to shorten things up and
surely everybody can under-
stand those shortcuts. Banks
and accountants commonly
use the terms AR and AP
to make sure the BOH is
sufficient.

The only concern I have is
that my accounts payable do
not exceed my accounts re-
ceivable so that I have a good
balance on hand at the end
of the year. T usually don’t
worry about that because my
EFS Rosie takes care of that.
OK, I must confess Rosie is
my executive financial secre-
tary. T hope the readers can
substitute the right acronyms
for the right phrases because
otherwise I would be mis-
leading them.

There are so many
examples of acronyms we
use every day whether we
know what they mean or not.
When we use the term BS I
sure hope we can distinguish
whether we are talking about
bovine male excrement or a
Bachelor’s of Science degree
awarded to a good student.

I have a BA degree, and I
will have you know that is
Bachelor of Arts degree and I
am not really a mean donkey.
In teaching mathematics, the
term PEMDAS comes up,
which explains the order of
operations as parentheses,
exponents, multiplication,
division, addition and sub-
traction. The numbers just
don’t come out right without
this procedure.

‘We have all heard the term
SOP, and it was entrenched
into me while I was in the
Army. Not using standard
operating procedure can get
a person into big trouble

while working with the
troops. No one particularly
liked being on KP duty. Sure-
ly everyone knows this one,
and it doesn’t mean kindly
polite ‘cause some of those
older Army cooks meant
business, and kitchen police
was not looked forward to.

Now I am finished with
TLA, which is a real acro-
nym that stands for three-let-
ter acronyms. I will leave
with a couple of doozies the
first being WIMP meaning
woefully inept manufactur-
ing process, and not just a
very weak person, if used as
just a word.

Let’s end it very smartly by
using SMART an acronym
for self-monitoring analysis
and reporting technology,
which I hope I did.

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong
resident of Edgar County, an
author and retired farmer.
Email him at rstanley1937@
outlook.com.)

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW

CRUISE & TOUR

Wildlife Conservation Center.
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Travel Consultant for details.

Seattle - Vancouver - Ketchikan -
Juneau - Skagway - Glacier Bay -
Anchorage - Denali - and more

12 days, departs May - September 2020

Enjoy 7 nights aboard Holland America
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on land.
You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and the
Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming with
marine wildlife, where you’ll pass glaciers,
mountains, and lush forests, with stops in
Ketchikan, Skagway, and Glacier Bay. On
land, you’ll go deep into Denali National
Park, tour Anchorage, and see the Alaska

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT : =

GRAND ALASKAN
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TOUR
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vacation with beachfront lodging on Kauai,
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Waikiki on Oahu. Includes a Pearl Harbor
experience where you will see the USS
Arizona Memorial. Visit Lahaina, enjoy

a boat cruise on the Wailua River and
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Farewell Feast.

Escorted throughout by our
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Freedom from Fear is local effort

January event features speakers of the topic of anxiety, “generational fear,” followed by worship service

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Looking at the anxiety many
high school and college age
youths are experiencing, two
young women from Edgar
County are making an effort to
address the problem.

Bethanny Lawson and Pres-
ley Branson have organized
Freedom From Fear: Host-
ed by A Chosen Generation
5:30 -10 p.m. Jan. 10, 2020, at
the Meeting Grounds, Terre
Haute, Ind.

“There will be three speak-
ing sessions and worship after
that,” said Lawson.

Chaz Smith of Los Angeles,

Calif,, a social media star and
short-film maker is doing two
presentations. Peter Heck of
Kokomo, Ind., is a teacher, au-
thor and radio commentator,
and he is the second speaker.

The young women said
they were compelled to orga-
nize the event partially from
personal reasons and also be-
cause they wanted an event
like this in a smaller area since
it is not always easy for people
in rural communities to get to
the larger urban centers where
faith-based events featuring
prominent figures are more
frequently held.

“A lot of people in our age

group have anxiety,” said Bran-
son. “There is a fear of the fu-
ture, a fear of the unknown.”

Lawson added another pres-
sure students in early college
have is a perception they are
supposed to have already fig-
ured out their lives and what
they want to do. That is not al-
ways the case.

As organizers, Lawson and
Branson are working with the
speakers to address what they
call generational fear and how
those attending the event can
overcome their misgivings
and leave equipped to move
ahead.

“This is a transitional part of

life,” said Lawson. “We are not
saying other generations didn’t
have fear, but we are stepping
from childhood to adulthood
when we are supposed to have
everything figured out, and we
don’t”

Branson acknowledged hav-
ing anxiety about the future
and grappling with the uncer-
tainty that presents. She also
understands the importance
of continuing to move forward
and not let doubts become a
crippling burden.

“I like the quote, ‘Do it
scared, because everything
you do you are scared,” said
Presley.

Both young women are big
fans of Chaz Smith on Insta-
gram and are amazed they were
able to secure his participation.

“We started putting it to-
gether, and things we thought
we couldn’t do are falling to-
gether,” said Branson.

Some details are still in the
planning stages. They want live
music for the event, and Avery
Gore of Paris has agreed to par-
ticipate.

“There are a lot of people in-
terested in being part of it,” said
Lawson. “It’s just a matter of
working out the details”

Word of the event is starting
to spread and church youth

groups from Terre Haute, Eff-
ingham, Mattoon, Marshall
and Indianapolis have already
sought ticket information.
Branson and Lawson find that
encouraging and are confident
of filling the Meeting Grounds
when tickets go on sale Sept. 1.
Seating is limited to 150 and
perhaps another 50 tickets
might be available for standing
room only.

All ticket sales are online
starting Sept. 1 by searching
for A Chosen Generation on
either Facebook or Instagram.

“We want all types of people
getting together for this,” said
Branson.

Worship
together

One thing the Paris
Ministerial Fellowship
enjoys doing is providing

opportu-
= nities for
ﬁ ‘ } Christians
Z of many
\( 9’ different
i ' .| church-
' M es, or
none, to
RODGER Worship
ALLEN together.
PASTOR'S While
PERSPECTIVE
we all
value the

traditions of our individ-
ual congregations and
denominations, there is
something special, and
Biblical, about Christians
joining together in unity
for worship.

These are the various
worship services PMF
organizes:

Wednesdays-in-Lent, at
noon — music and medita-
tion services. The season
of Lent begins six weeks
before Easter, and on its
Wednesdays the Paris
Presbyterian Church hosts
half-hour worship services,
followed by lunch. Each
service features several
special musical numbers
and a five-minute mes-
sage. The musicians and
speakers come from many
churches, with a different
line-up each year. While
PMEF is a sponsor of the
services, most of the work
is done by Paris Presbyte-
rian’s music director, the
musicians and the lunch
providers.

Good Friday Noon
service — The location
varies, usually between
the closest-to-the-square
churches, since the origi-
nal intent was for people
to come during their
lunch hours and return
to work on time. So the
services run less than one
hour, and they are often
followed by lunch.

Baccalaureate — The
May weekday evening
service for graduating
high school seniors and
their families, and anyone
else who wants to attend,
usually held at First Meth-
odist Church.

Thanksgiving — Held ei-
ther the Sunday afternoon
or Tuesday evening before
Thanksgiving, at the pref-
erence of the host church.
To balance the hosting of
the Good Friday service
by the downtown church-
es, this service rotates
among the churches not
near the square, including
Lake Ridge, Bell Ridge,
Nevins, New Providence
and others.

Advent Choral Service —
Ten days after Thanksgiv-
ing, on Sunday afternoon,
at either First Methodist or
Paris Presbyterian. Four of
our local music directors
lead a large multi-church
choir through a service
of Advent and Christmas
songs, along with carols,
scripture readings and
prayers.

For many years, PMF
also coordinated a Sunday
morning Communi-
ty Honeybee Service,

See PASTOR, Page 6B

VEGGIE TALES IS STAGING A REVIVAL

Image courtesy of VeggieTales

A scene from the new VeggieTales special, “The Best Christmas Gift,” which will air on the Trinity Broadcasting Network. The
beloved Christian cartoon show attracted millions of fans with a mix of Bible lessons, trademark silly songs and humor.

Famous veggies return

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The story
of VeggieTales, the beloved Christian
cartoon show, can be summed up in a
famed line from one of its creators’ com-
edy paragons, “Monty Python and the
Quest for the Holy Grail”:

“I'm not dead yet!”

The iconic Christian childrens pro-
gram, which has attracted millions
of fans with its mix of Bible lessons,
trademark silly songs and, yes, Monty
Python-esque humor, is undergoing
its latest revival this fall on the Trinity
Broadcasting Network.

The Christian broadcaster will air 18
new episodes of VeggieTales, beginning
with a Christmas special that will debut
in late fall.

VeggieTales co-creators Phil Vischer
and Mike Nawrocki wrote most of the
new episodes and will also reprise their
roles as the show’s hosts, Bob the Toma-
to and Larry the Cucumber.

The show’s revival came as a surprise
to Vischer, who thought his characters’
salad days were over.

In 2016, Dreamworks Animation,
which then owned VeggieTales, stopped
making new episodes for sale on DVD. A
Netflix version of the show, “VeggieTales
in the House,” was a disappointment to
fans, said Vischer.

He thought his days of playing Bob
the Tomato were over.

Then Vischer got a call from TBN,
which was in talks to license the show
from NBCUniversal — VeggieTales cur-
rent owner. TBN asked if he would be
interested in doing the voice of Bob.

Vischer said no. He wasn't interested
in being part of VeggieTales unless he had
arole in shaping the show.

“Then they asked, ‘Would you at least
look at the pilot?” said Vischer.

He did, and was encouraged by how
much the pilot felt like a classic episode
of the show. As he became further in-
volved, he asked if he could rewrite the
script. Before long, he and Nawrocki,
who plays Larry the Cucumber, signed
on as writers and voice actors.

The new revival he said, centers on the
relationship between its hosts.

“Here’s what you need to know about
Bob and Larry,” explained Vischer, who
with Nawrocki invented the duo — and
eventually a small media empire — on a
computer in his family’s guest room in
the early 1990s. “Bob wants to help kids.
Larry wants to help Bob. That’s Veggi-
eTales. Now, the conflict comes from
the fact that most of the things Bob tries
to do to help kids don’t work. And Lar-
ry helping Bob quite often isn’t actually
helpful”

Nawrocki said he’s also surprised to be
working on VeggieTales again.

Hed stayed with Big Idea, the com-

Image courtesy of VeggieTales

The new VeggieTales special, “The Best Christmas Gift,” airs on the Trinity Broad-
casting Network. The iconic children’s cartoon program has 18 new episodes hegin-
ning with the Christmas special, this fall on TBN.

pany that makes VeggieTales, when it
moved to the Nashville suburbs after a
bankruptcy sale in 2003. When it halted
production of new episodes three years
ago, Nawrocki no longer had a role. After
more than two decades, he said goodbye
to Larry the Cucumber.

“Thad spent the last 25 years becoming
really good at being an animated cucum-
ber. So that was a big challenge for me,”
he said. “It was, OK, God, what do you
have next for me?”

Nawrocki started his own creative
company- — one of his projects is a new
series of kids books called “The Dead Sea
Squirrels” — and began teaching film
and animation at Lipscomb University,
a Christian college in Nashville, where
some of his students had grown up on
VeggieTales.

Many, he said, had fond memories of
the show.

Those memories help explain why
VeggieTales has survived despite a
changing media landscape, said Hillary
Warren, professor of communication at
Otterbein University in Indiana.

The show began as straight-to-DVD
video, then moved to feature films, a stint
on Saturday morning network television
and the series on Netflix.

“One reason that VeggieTales has stay-
ing power is that the first generation who
grew up with the show, who grew up
with Bob the Tomato, now have kids of
their own,” said Warren. “It’s a show that
they know and they feel comfortable let-
ting their kids watch it.

Parents today can be overwhelmed by
how many choices there are for kids’ en-
tertainment. And they can't screen them
all ahead of time.

They lllet their kids watch VeggieTales
because they trust it, she said. And Veg-
giesTales, while clear about its Christian
content, also teaches some universal val-
ues.

“Share. Don’t lie. Don’t steal,” said
Warren. “Almost everybody can get be-
hind that”

Leslie Ferrell, senior vice president of
the Big Idea Content Group at NBCUni-
versal, said the new show retains the clas-
sic feel and values of VeggieTales while
updating the animation and feel of the
show.

She said the message of VeggieTales
remains the same.

“Bob and Larry are all about the kids,”
she said. “That’s just what they are. They
want to help the kids know God, know
they’re loved by God and follow God. So
that had to stay.”

The TBN version’s format may remind
some of “The Muppet Show.” Set in a
theater owned by Mr. Nezzer, a familiar
VeggieTales character, each show starts
with a question from a kid, which will be
answered in a stage show put on by the
usual suspects: Bob and Larry, Junior
Asparagus, the French Peas and the rest.

Most episodes will be based on Bible
stories.

“And once in a while we will break into
asilly song,” said Nawrocki.

Vischer believes the new shows will
have more theological depth — in part,
he said, because he and Nawrocki have
grown since they first started the show.
When they produced the first Veggi-
€Tales episode, “Where Is God When I
Am S-Scared,” he and Nawrocki were in
their late 20s. Now both are in their 50s;
besides being more experienced in writ-
ing, their journey through good and bad
times has given more depth to their faith.

Vischer already stars in the Mr. Phil
Show, a streaming Bible-teaching show
forkids, and co-hosts the Holy Post Pod-
cast. But most days, he said, he’s content
to be himself.

Bob the Tomato, however, still has as-
pirations of filling Mister Rogers’ shoes.

“Mister Rogers is Bobs hero. But
that’s the thing that drives Bob crazy is
when Mister Rogers does Mister Rog-
ers, everything goes perfectly. Nothing
ever goes wrong on ‘Mister Rogers’
Neighborhood. And Bob wants that for
his show, but he can never achieve it”

Trump
steadily
fulfills
right’s
wish list

NEW YORK (AP) —
When Donald Trump
assumed the presidency,
conservative religious lead-
ers drew up wish lists of
steps they hoped he'd take
to oppose abortion and
rein in the LGBTQ-rights
movement. With a flurry
of recent actions, Trump’s
administration is now
winning their praise for ag-
gressively fulfilling many of
their goals.

Mat Staver, president of
the legal advocacy orga-
nization Liberty Counsel,
said Trump has fulfilled
about 90 percent of the
goals on a list that Staver
and other conservative
leaders compiled.

“In the first two years
of his administration, he’s
achieved more than all of
the presidents combined
since  Ronald Reagan,’
Staver said. “He’s been the
most pro-religious free-
dom and pro-life president
in modern history””

One of the most dramat-
ic steps — hailed by con-
servatives and decried by
liberals — came this week
when the Department of
Health and Human Ser-
vices implemented a new
rule for the federal family
planning program known
as Title X. Planned Par-
enthood, long a target of
religious conservatives
because of its role as the
leading U.S. abortion pro-
vider, quit the program —
walking away from tens of
millions of dollars in grants
— rather than comply with
a new rule prohibiting clin-
ics from referring women
for abortions.

Last week, the Labor
Department proposed a
rule that is expected to
shield federal contractors
from discrimination com-
plaints regarding hiring
and firing decisions moti-
vated by religious beliefs.
Critics say the rule, if im-
plemented, would enable
employers to discriminate
against LGBTQ people.

On Friday, the Justice
Department filed a brief
telling the Supreme Court
that federal law allows
firing workers for being
transgender. The brief is
related to three cases the
high court will hear in its
upcoming term related to
LGBTQ discrimination in
the workplace.

Earlier this year, Health
and Human Services is-
sued a waiver allowing a
state-contracted foster care
agency in South Carolina to
deny services to same-sex
and non-Christian families.
HHS also moved to revoke
newly won health care dis-
crimination protections for
transgender people.

These and other actions
aimed at curtailing abor-
tion rights and LGBTQ

See TRUMP, Page 6B
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SEPT.7 HUNGER BUST FUN 812-535-3048 or 812-243-
RUN/WALK 4844 or email jrichey75@gmail.
A Hunger Bust Fun Run/Walk is com.

10 a.m., (EDT) Saturday, Sept.7,
at the campus of Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods College and Sisters of
Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods, Indiana. All proceeds from
the event benefit Providence Food
Pantry, a ministry of the Sisters of
Providence that serves approx-
imately 3,000 families annually

in the West Terre Haute area.
Registration for the race begins at
9a.m.,and conclude at 9:45a.m.,
with the race beginning at 10 a.m.,
rain or shine. The fee is $10. More
information is available by calling

SEPT 10. TAIZE PRAYER
Join the Sisters of Providence
for song, quiet contemplation
and inspired readings during
the ecumenical Taizé Prayer
gathering 7-8 p.m. (EDT), Tues-
day, Sept. 10, in the Church of
the Immaculate Conception at
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods. Per-
sons of all faith traditions are
invited to the free gathering.

SEPT.15 CAMP MEETING AT
OLIVET

The annual Olivet Camp Meet-
ing at the Tabernacle in Olivet,
is Sept. 12-Sept. 15. Services
are 6:30 p.m. daily except for
Sunday when the camp meet-
ing starts at 5:30 p.m. Ted Lee
of Olivet Nazarene University
is the guest speaker and music
ministry is provided by Brian
Allen, Carlos Longberger, Don
Reddick and talented local
musicians. Questions may be
directed to 217-260-3684.

In print.
Online.
On-the-go.
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KNOWLEDGE IS FREE —

AND NOW DELIVERED
24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK.

803 North Front St., Kansas, IL

Affordable 2-unit Duplex in Kansas, IL. Each unit has approximately
1,080 sq. ft, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, and attached garage(s). This duplex
has good income rental history whether you decide to live in one unit or not.
View this property at
www.gardner-whitworth.com |

or www.realtor.com or call 1
Gardner-Whitworth & &
Associates, REALTORS, Inc.
415 S. 17th St., Mattoon, IL 6193

217-234-7444
MLS #6190231, $82,500

SUNKEIEXCAVAUTE;

ustin Sunkel
Owner/Operator

12773 E. 1100th Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)264-5848

Aluminum &

Jerry Brimner
Copper Colors

Free Estimate

Seamless Guttering
Charleston, IL 61920

217-345-9451
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All work
Guaranteed

Fractures mean we should fall back on the Word

I felt deeply saddened when
reading the article in Saturday's
newspaper on the inevitable
break-up of
the Method-
ist Church.
While Iam
notamem-
ber of the
Methodist de-
nomination,
we Christians
are all part of
the church of
Jesus Christ.
‘We may wor-
ship a little
different, but we all believe and
follow Jesus, who is the son of
the living God, was crucified
for the sin of the world and was
resurrected.

As expected, the split is
occurring over the issue of
LGBTQ. Before I go further,
every person on the LGBTQ_
movement is accepted to
attend a Christian church
service to learn more about
Jesus and the good news he
brought to the sinful world. All
who have sinned are welcome
to come. We Christians are
commanded to walk in love,
for every person and their
soul. The churches are full of
sinners. The purpose of the
church gathering is to teach
and learn about our father
God and his son Jesus. It is
also there to create a family for
support during tough times.

The article tells of creating
a blueprint for creating two
divisions of Methodists. They

HOWARD
TYLER

GUEST
COLUMN

want one for the liberal side
and one for the conservative
traditionalists. They want to
create a plan for peace and
fairness. On the surface those
are nice words, but the results
are opposed to God's word. In
Matthew 10:34 Jesus said he
did not come to bring peace.
In paraphrasing, following
Jesus will divide families and
friends. We Christians must
put Jesus first.

The Methodists have a rule
book which has a statement
they want to delete. It is the
practice of homosexuality
is incompatible with the
Christian teaching. They can
delete it if they want, but that
is a man-made rule book. It
doesn't change what God's
word clearly says in Romans 1.

The church is experiencing
what the Apostle Paul warned
us in Romans 12:2 And do not
be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the re-
newing of your mind, that you
may prove what is that good
and acceptable and perfect will
of God.

Jesus is the same, yesterday,
today and forever. (Hebrews
13:8) Let no one deceive
you with empty words, for
because of such things God’s
wrath comes on those who are
disobedient.(Eph 5:6)

False teachers have emerged
in the church as warned in
2 Peter 2. For when they
speak great swelling words of
emptiness, they allure through
the lusts of the flesh, through

lewdness, the ones who have
actually escaped from those
who live in error. While they
promise them liberty, they
themselves are slaves of cor-
ruption; for by whom a person
is overcome, by him also he

is brought into bondage. For
if, after they have escaped the
pollution of the world through
the knowledge of the Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, they
are again entangled in them
and overcome, the latter end is
worse for them than the begin-
ning. For it would have been
better for them not to have
known the way of righteous-
ness, than having known it, to
turn from the holy command-
ment delivered to them.

To be clear, God desires all
to come to him and be saved,
in I Timothy 2:3-5, For this
is good and acceptable in the
sight of God our savior, who
desires all men to be saved and
to come to the knowledge of
the truth. For there is one God
and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ
Jesus.

God gave man free choice to
choose or reject him. There is
no fence. No middle ground.
No gray area. Matthew 12:30
Jesus says, “Whoever is not
with me is against me,. Ro-
mans 6:23 says, For the wages
of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord. This is speaking
of spiritual death.

Iunderstand as people,
some of us know personally

someone in the LGBTQ_
movement, or some who try
to keep a low profile. But if we
truly love and care for them,
we cannot tell them what they
are doing is OK with God. If
they believe in Jesus, we Chris-
tians must be truthful with
them on how to get to heaven.
Itisn't head knowledge of
Jesus, it is believing in your
heart and when you do, you
will want to follow the word
of God and walk the Christian
walk. Love the sinner but hate
the sin. If church leadership
tells people their sin is OK or
tells them it's not a sin in our
culture, they might as well
burn the Bible. God did not
give us options, he gave us
instructions.

Some mature Christians
would say this a sign of the
End Times. Don't be fooled,
Jesus will return for his church,
which is the ones who have
overcome the world and Satan.

Don't be deceived by one
or two verses taken out of
context. Study. We are told to
study, as a worker, diligently,
to learn the truth. 2 Timothy
2:1S.Ttis our job to be sure the
person teaching us is following
the word.

Ignorance will not be ac-
cepted at the judgement seat.

God help us. Satan is work-
ing overtime and is fooling
church people.

(Howard Tyler is a lifelong res-
ident of Paris and active member
of the First Baptist Church of
Paris.)
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on Honeybee Festival
weekend. While many
very much enjoyed this
service, as more and more
participating churches
noticed that fewer of
their members attended a
community service than
one held at their home
church, they felt they
could no longer in good
conscience participate in
something that resulted
in discouraging Sunday
morning worship atten-
dance. PMF may explore
an alternate time for this
service this fall.

(Rodger Allen is the Pas-
tor at the Paris Presbyteri-
an Church. Email him at
rodger@parispresbyterian.
org. Pastor’s Perspective
is provided by the Paris
Ministerial Fellowship.)
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International interfaith gathering: “We
must work together or we will all fail

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

LINDAU, Germany — The
10th Religions for Peace World
Assembly launched Tuesday,
Aug. 20, with calls for religious
groups to take decisive action
on the main geopolitical issues
of the day and ending with an
unusual statement of commit-
ment” aimed at fostering mul-
tireligious cooperation.

Almost every religious lead-
er who spoke at the opening
ceremony called communities
of faith to look beyond their
own local or church-related
issues.

“Nothing can be accom-
plished if we work separately;”
said Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew I of Constantinople.

Kosho  Niwano, presi-
dent-designate of the Japanese
Buddhist movement Rissho
Kosei-kai, praised interfaith
cooperation of the past and

said it should continue in the
future.

“We have seen half a century
of progress so far and for that to
continue the only way is for us
to work together”

Cardinal John Onaiyekan,
archbishop of Abuja, Nigeria,
agreed.

“The future depends en-
tirely on how we address our
shared welfare,” he told the
more 1,000 attendees at the
gathering.

Shaykh  Abdallah  Bin
Bayyah, president of the Fo-
rum for Promoting Peace in
Muslim Societies, told a para-
ble involving a double-decker
ship where the drinking water
was stored on the top level.

“The people on the bottom
level needed water to drink
and so they started to drill a
hole in the side of the ship to
get the water from the outside,”
Bin Bayyah said. “If those on

the top level would share their
water then everyone would
survive. But if they don't, the
ones on the bottom will drill
the hole and soon the entire
ship will sink and everyone will
perish””

He went on: “It is the same
for everyone here,” Bin Bayyah
said. “We must work together
or we will all fail”

One key part of the open-
ing day’s activities — the for-
mal presentation of a 25-foot
wooden ring-shaped sculpture
that will remain in Lindau as a
symbol of the assembly — was
postponed because of rainy
weather.

But the assembly still got
underway with plenty of pomp
and circumstance along with
high ambition for immediate,
concrete and near-term results
that go beyond interfaith fel-
lowship and sharing of experi-
ences and best practices.
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rights have helped many con-
servative Christians overlook
other aspects of Trump’s pres-
idency, such as his often-divi-
sive rhetoric on Twitter and at
rallies.

The Rev. Robert Jefiress,
pastor of the Southern Baptist
megachurch First Baptist Dal-
las and a frequent guest at the
White House, predicted that
Trump would win more evan-
gelical votes in 2020 than he
did in 2016, when they helped
provide his margin of victory.

“When he ran in 2016 and
promised pro-life, pro-reli-
gious freedom policies, most
evangelicals who voted for him
didn’t know whether he would
or could fulfill those promises,”
Jeffress said. “When they look
back now, they see he checked
off all of those goals. ... He'll
win by an even larger margin
on basis of promises kept.”

The same phenomenon be-
ing celebrated by religious con-
servatives is viewed with alarm
by liberal activists.

For the religious right, every
day is Christmas, said Rachel

TOM DOLAN’S

MARTIAL ARTS

120 E WOOD ST.
PARIS, IL 61944

463-2040

PARISMARTIALARTS.COM

Laser, president & CEO of
Americans United for Separa-
tion of Church and State. She
worries that the mantra of reli-
gious freedom is being used to
protect some Americans while
hurting others.

“It can’t be religious freedom
just for white evangelical Chris-
tians — it has to be religious
freedom for all of us,” she said.
“We're witnessing divisiveness
as Trump and his cronies and
religious extremists across the
country continue to chip away
at church-state separation”

The American Civil Liber-
ties Union is among several
organizations seeking to block
some of the administration’s
moves in court.

“This is essentially the wish
list of groups that have a very
extreme and discriminato-
ry perspective on what reli-
gious liberty means,” said Ian
Thompson, the ACLU’s se-
nior legislative representative
in Washington.

“It’s important not to see
any one of these policies in
isolation but to see them as
part of a coordinated effort
by the administration across
agencies,” Thompson said. He
urged the Democratic-con-
trolled House of Representa-
tives to go on record against
the policies and investigate
those which seem particularly
problematic.

From both the right and left,
activists noted that Trump’s
numerous appointments of
federal judges have been wel-
comed by the religious right as
a potential long-term boost to
its causes.

“We are heartened by the
appointment of constitution-
alist judges, including two
excellent Supreme Court jus-
tices (Neil Gorsuch and Brett
Kavanaugh), and look forward
to more such appointments
throughout the federal court

system,” said Bruce Hausk-
necht, judicial analyst for Fo-
cus on the Family.

Peter Montgomery of Peo-
ple for the American Way,
which is often critical of re-
ligious conservative groups,
said their Trump-supported
agenda, “is bad news for wom-
en in the US. and around the
world, for LGBTQ_ people,
and for the principle that tax-
payer money should not be
used to fund discrimination.

“Trump is advancing reli-
gious right priorities in the
short term through adminis-
trative actions and in the long
term through his appointment
of young, right-wing ideo-
logues to lifetime positions on
the federal judiciary,” Mont-
gomery added in an email.

The Trump administration
actions represent a sharp turn-
around from the presidency of
Barack Obama, who support-
ed abortion rights and same-
sex marriage, mandated that
contraception be covered by
the Affordable Care Act, en-
abled transgender people to
serve openly in the military
and issued guidance to school
districts they should let trans-
gender students use the bath-
rooms of their choice.

Alliance Defending Free-
dom is among the conservative
legal groups that have litigated
against numerous Obama-era
initiatives and have welcomed
Trumps moves to reverse
them.

“The defense of life, free
speech and religious liberty
should never be subject to po-
litical and cultural whims,” said
Kristen Waggoner, an ADF se-
nior vice president. “They are
constitutional guarantees, and
we are grateful that this admin-
istration recognizes that reality
and is taking serious steps to
correct injustice and protect all
Americans.”
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August USDA reports are in

SPECIALTO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — The highly
anticipated August Crop Pro-
duction report contained a
larger-than-expected  produc-
tion forecast for the 2019 U.S.
corn crop. Soybean produc-
tion came in lower on smaller
acreage, reports University of
Illinois agricultural economist
Todd Hubbs.

For corn, the USDA lowered
harvested acres to 82 million
acres, but this came in above
expectations of 80 million
acres, Hubbs says. Corn plant-
ed acreage totaled 90 million
acres. “When combined with
a Farm Service Agency pro-
jection of 11.2 million acres
of prevent plant corn, the total
corn base appears to exceed
101 million acres in 2019”

The US. corn yield fore-
cast of 169.5 bushels per acre

exceeded trade expectations
by 4.6 bushels. The projected
corn crop is 700 million bush-
els larger than the average trade
guess at 13.9 billion bushels.
“As expected, due to poor crop
condition ratings, the eastern
Corn Belt yield projections
came in at lower levels than last
year,” Hubbs says. Illinois (181
bushels per acre), Ohio (160),
and Indiana (166) corn yield
forecasts currently sit over 20
bushels per acre lower.
“Current field conditions in
many areas indicate the yield
projection may not see growth
as we move toward harvest. In
the last 10 years, USDAs Au-
gust yield forecast came in be-
lowand above the final yield es-
timate five times each,” he adds.
Old crop year-ending stocks
estimate came in at 2.36 billion
bushels, which is up 20 million
bushels from the July estimate.

Ethanol use fell 25 million
bushels on weaker production
levels. Corn exports continue
to show weakness and may not
reach the current projection of
2.1 billion bushels. Feed and
residual use remains uncertain,
with 681 million bushels nec-
essary to meet the projection
of 5.275 billion bushels. “An
expectation of ending stocks
for the current marketing year
above the present projection is
reasonable at this point based
onrecent consumption trends,”
Hubbs says.

For the 2019-20 marketing
year, the USDA decreased corn
for ethanol use and exports by
25 and 100 million bushels,
respectively. The forecast for
2019-20 ending stocks sits at
2.181 billion bushels, up 170
million bushels. The average
farm price for the year ahead
came in at $3.60, down 10

cents from the July report.

“Given the current produc-
tion uncertainty, an expecta-
tion of lower ending stocks for
the next marketing year seems
prudent,” Hubbs explains. “The
potential for lower yield ap-
pears acute, particularly in the
eastern Corn Belt”

The soybean crop forecast
of 3.68 billion bushels is 120
million bushels lower than the
average trade guess. Soybean
planted acreage totaled 76.7
million acres, down 3.34 mil-
lion acres from last year. Har-
vested acreage came in at 75.9
million acres with an estimated
4.35 million acres of prevent
plant acres. The U.S. average
soybean yield forecast of 48.5
bushels showed no change
from the July forecast.

“Yield forecasts in many
states across the Corn Belt
reflected the poor growing

conditions this summer. Iowa
[SS bushels per acre] and Illi-
nois [S5] yield forecasts came
in down 2 and 10 bushels per
acre from last year respectively,”
Hubbs says. “States in the mid-
South region showed some
excellent soybean yield projec-
tions.”

Kentucky and Tennessee
reported record yields of 53
and 50 bushels per acre, respec-
tively. Over the last decade, the
USDA August yield forecast
has been lower than the final
national soybean yield estimate
only two times, Hubbs says.

“The USDA has not pro-
duced an August soybean yield
forecast higher than 1 bushel
above the final soybean yield
since 2003 when it came in 6
bushels above than the final
yield,” he adds.

For old crop soybeans, the
USDA decreased the soybean

crush projection by 20 million
bushels to 2.065 billion bush-
els and maintained exports at
1.7 billion bushels. The pace
of domestic crush and exports
currently suggests these projec-
tions will hold for this market-
ing year. The forecast for end-
ing stocks during the current
marketing year increased by 20
million bushels to 1.07 billion
bushels.

Forecasts for the 2019-20
marketing year decreased
ending stocks by 104 million
bushels to 755 on the lower
production levels. The fore-
cast for domestic soybean
crush increased 1S5 million
bushels to 2.06 billion bush-
els. Soybean export forecasts
decreased by 100 million
bushels reflecting recent de-
velopment in trade negotia-
tions and export sales pace.

See USDA, Page 8B

How you
know

it's going
tobea
long, hot
summer

You know it’s going to be
along, hot summer if, on
the day before you assume

the
W | political
m leadership
\ of the
United
Kingdom
—as
Boris
ALAN Johnson
% did on July
23 —one
FOOD FILE of the
world’s
most authoritative newspa-
pers, the New York Times,

prints a column that begins
with the phrase, “Boris
Johnson, to whom lying
comes as easily as breath-
ing...”

As searing as that
opening line was, it wasn’t
the column’s most pointed
point. That came when it
suggested that Prime Min-
ister Johnson — formerly
known as Mr. Brexit —
might have trouble dealing
with his European Union
(EU) counterparts because,
well, “It doesn’t help, of
course, that its officials
regard Mr. Johnson as a
dangerous buffoon.”

Keep in mind that these
are the Europeans playing
nice. When they’re not
playing nice they simply
say nothing, like right now
in response to the White
House’s demand that
US-EU trade talks include
agriculture.

Silence, when it comes to
trade talks, isn’t golden.

Another sure sign of
summer heat is the inability
of most federal officials to
see the broad, clear picture
in front of them once the
smell of burning jet fuel hits
either end of Pennsylvania
Avenue in late July.

For example, with
Congress itching to leave
on its annual August
recess, U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture Sonny Perdue
announced changes in rules
governing the Supplemen-
tal Nutritional Assistance
Program (SNAP) to cut an
estimated $2.5 billion and 3
million Americans from the
program.

It’s Secretary Sonny’s
second run at SNAP; he
made a similar attempt
during the 2018 Farm Bill
fight. Congress roundly
rejected his idea and left it
out of the final, bipartisan
bill. Now, just a year later,
Perdue claims he has the
authority to implement
the cuts despite the Farm
Bill that his boss, President
Donald J. Trump, signed.

See GUEBERT, Page 8B
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This cornfield in northern Edgar County illustrates the difficulty area farmers had getting a crop planted this year. Stalks
are various heights and at different stages of formation as a result of replanting areas during the wet spring. There are also
noticeable gaps in the field where corn did not germinate after replanting, and it was too late to plant again.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

URBANA — The USDA’s August

stions

crop production forecast delivered a
shock to corn markets with much larg-
er production than expected. Market
participants continue to question the
size of the 2019 corn crop; in particular,
harvested acreage and yield come under
speculation, according to University of
Illinois agricultural economist Todd
Hubbs.

Despite the USDASs forecast, corn pro-
ducers in the state are not as optimistic.

“Ilinois Corn does not have an in-
house methodology to either confirm
or contradict the NASS estimates,” said
Iinois Corn Growers Association Exec-
utive Director Rodney Weinzierl.

“So minus the opportunity to consult
a crystal ball, we're in this just like every-
body else and we won’t know what 2019
corn production is until it’s in the bin
and reported by farmers.”

Weinzier] said there appears to be
a disconnect between the NASS corn
acreage estimate for Illinois and, “what
our farmer-members are telling us is out
there, and higher than the numbers that
are being shared anecdotally by crop in-
surance agents.”

Weinzierl said a year like 2019, “is a
test for everybody in agriculture, includ-
ing the NASS survey procedures. It may
be time to consider the NASS method-
ology and timing so that the most accu-
rate information is available to farmers,
our customers here and abroad, policy
makers, and other interested stakehold-
ers

Farm Journals annual Pro Farmer
Midwest Crop Tour reported dismal re-

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Some Edgar County corn is starting to turn but a major concern is the late

planting will significantly delay harvest maturity to a point that frost damage may
further risk the anticipated smaller harvest. Market analysts and other agriculture
experts have openly doubted a recent USDA report about the number of corn acres

planted and expected yield.

sults from the Illinois portion of the tour,
saying the state’s crops are a sorry sight.
“The state that normally boasts bin-bust-
ing crops is falling short — and by a sub-
stantial margin,” the report noted.

Compared to last year’s Pro Farmer
estimates, Illinois corn fell 21.46 bu. per
acre — or 11 percent — below 2018.
Corn came in below the Pro Farmer
three-year average estimates.

“The Illinois crop was sub-par,” says
Brian Grete, lead of the eastern leg of the
Pro Farmer Crop Tour. “It just wasn’t
there. Too much variability in the crop
within fields and field to field. It’s hard
to build much yield with variability. The
eastern side of the state is worse than the

western side of the state”

The northwest part of the state, north
of I-80, really struggled to get planted
this year and scouts say that was evident
in their samples. While the crops might
look good from the field, they were full
of skips and plants without ears—by-
products of planting in less-than-ideal
conditions, Grete adds.

[Corn] bushels break down to 11.1
percent lower than last year on tour,
Grete says. “There’s some really poor ar-
eas out there, it’s all over the board”

Now the big question for corn is will
it realize the full yield potential—or will
it lose even more? In the earlier planted

See CORN, Page 8B

USDA
staffer in
Midwest
threatened

SPECIALTO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

In a sign of rising tensions
with the farm community,
the Trump administration
withdrew staft from a pri-
vately-run tour of Midwest-
ern corn and soybean fields
after a government employ-
ee was threatened.

While the threat came
from someone not in-
volved in the Pro Farmer
Midwest Crop Tour, the
U.S. Department of Agri-
culture pulled all its staff as
a precaution. Lance Honig,
crops chief at the USDA’s
National Agricultural Sta-
tistics Service, was sched-
uled to address the tour
in Nebraska City Tuesday
night but a video interview
with him was screened in-
stead.

“Federal Protective Ser-
vices were contacted and
are investigating the inci-
dent,” NASS Administra-
tor Hubert Hamer said,
without giving details on
the threat. “The safety of
our employees is our top
priority”

In another incident,
which wasn’t connected
to the threat, an arrest was
made at a crop-tour event
in Spencer, Iowa Wednes-
day night.

The USDAs data arm
has been the subject of
ire in recent months after
crop estimates surprised
traders and growers who
had expected the agency
to significantly reduce its
outlook after rain delayed
planting. The USDA had
already been criticized for
its June estimates and took
the rare step of re-survey-
ing farmers to get more ac-
curate numbers.

Its withdrawal from the
crop tour comes about two
weeks after farmers leveled
criticism at Agriculture
Secretary Sonny Perdue
at a fair in Minnesota over
President Donald Trump’s
yearlong trade war with
China, which has eroded
demand and pressured al-
ready low prices.

In a statement
Wednesday, Farm Journal,

See TENSIONS, Page 8B

China buys U.S. soybeans after ban on American farm goods

SPECIALTO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHICAGO — China
snapped up a small volume
of US. soybeans last week af-
ter pledging to halt purchases
of American farm products
due to the escalating trade
war between Washington and
Beijing, U.S. Department of
Agriculture data showed on
Thursday.

The world's largest soybean
importer struck deals from
Aug. 9 to 1S to buy 9,589
tonnes for delivery in the
current marketing year and

66,000 tonnes, approximately
one cargo, for the next year,
the data showed.

China's Commerce Min-
istry said on Aug. S that Chi-
nese companies stopped buy-
ing U.S. farm products in the
latest escalation of the trade
war between the world's two
largest economies.

"You do have some buying
going on," said Arlan Suder-
man, chief commodities econ-
omist for INTL FCStone. "It's
a little bit of a surprise."

China last year imposed re-
taliatory tariffs that remain in

place on imports of U.S. farm
products including soybeans
and pork. The duties have
slashed exports of U.S. crops
and prompted the Trump ad-
ministration to compensate
American farmers for losses
over two years with as much
as $28 billion.

China said on Thursday it
hopes the United States will
stop a plan to impose new
tariffs, adding that any new
duties would lead to a further
escalation.

China has largely turned to
South America for soybeans

since the trade war began last
year. US. soybean sales to
China in 2018 dropped 74%
from the previous year.

"Compared to what they
used to buy, they essentially
have halted - but some have
gotten through,” Suderman
said.

The sales of 9,589 tonnes
for delivery in the current
marketing year will probably
be rolled ahead to be delivered
in the next year, which begins
on Sept. 1, said Don Roose,
president of Iowa-based bro-
ker U.S. Commodities.

The cargo sold for delivery
in the next marketing year
could have been in the works
before Beijing said Chinese
companies would suspend
purchases of U.S. farm goods,
said Terry Reilly, senior com-
modity analyst for Futures In-
ternational.

"The government may have
just given the green light to
say, 'Let this one go through,”
Reilly said.

"One cargo is not going to
change the fact that they're
not buying millions of tons of
soybeans."
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acres, Grete is confident, it’s the
later planted acres that are the
big question.

“Producers reported they
planted 90 million acres of corn
and intended to harvest 82
million acres for grain. Initial
reaction to 90 million planted
acres with 11.2 million acres of

prevent plant corn approached
complete disbelief,” Hubbs
says.

The switch into corn acres
happened for both the prevent-
ed planting decisions and crop
planting. The expansion of corn
acres reduced soybean acres in
particular. When matched with
Farm Service Agency data on
reported planted acres, Hubbs
says the possibility of USDA
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lowering planted corn acreage
by a significant amount this
year seems very low.

“Harvested acreage contin-
ues to come under question
due to poor crop ratings in
many regions, he says. “Specu-
lation of more acreage harvest-
ed for silage or abandoned than
shown in the August report
drives the idea of reduced acre-
age for grain. Spring flooding is-
sues get mentioned as another
reason for lower acres harvest-
ed for grain””

The difference between
planted acreage and intentions
for harvested acreage sit at 7.99
million acres. Over the last 10
years, the difference between
planted acres and acreage
harvested for grain averaged
7.63 million acres. At almost
356,000 acres above the ten-
year average, this year’s acreage
spread comes in slightly higher.

“Comparisons to the 1993
and 1995 crop years have
grown common this year due
to the extremely wet spring. In
1993, the difference between
planted acres and acres harvest-
ed for grain totaled 10.3 mil-
lion acres. At 6.3 million acres,
the difference in 1995 came in
much lower. The final harvest-
ed acres fell 1.04 million acres

from the August crop produc-
tion report in 1993 and grew
528,000 acres in 1995,” Hubbs
explains.

On a state level, the differ-
ence between planted acres
and acres harvested for grain
saw increases over last year in
many key production areas.
The difference in Illinois came
in at 250,000 acres, up 100,000
from last year and 20,000 acres
higher than the 10-year aver-
age. Towa’s difference between
planted and harvested acres sits
at 400,000 acres this year, on
par with last year. At 350,000
acres, Nebraskas difference is
up 60,000 acres from last year.

“Severe flooding in Iowa and
Nebraska earlier in the year will
maintain speculation on har-
vested acres into the fall in all
probability. USDA’ final har-
vested acres for grain failed to
deviate from the August fore-
cast by more than 1.7 million
acres over the last 10 years. The
greatest drop came in 2013 at
1.7 million acres,” Hubbs says

“If harvested acres declined
by 2 million acres, a decrease in
corn production of 340 million
bushels would still see supply
for the 2019-20 marketing year
near 16 billion bushels at cur-
rent yield levels. Any rally in

corn price appears centered on
yield at this point,” he adds.

The USDASs forecast of U.S.
average corn yield was 169.5
bushels per acre, up 3.5 bushels
from the previous projection.
The forecast uses a survey of
farmers with some support
from satellite data. This year
the objective yield survey does
not occur until September. The
objective yield surveys collect
data on plant population, ear
totals, kernel row length, and
ear diameter as crop maturity
permits. The September crop
production report holds the
first objective yield survey this
year.

“USDA yield forecasts usual-
ly become more accurate as we
move toward harvest. Because
over a third of the corn crop
got planted in June, the debate
about the yield forecast looks
to remain prevalent through
harvest,” Hubbs states. “Using
1993 and 1995 as compari-
sons, the final yield fell 16 and
12 bushels per acre from the
August forecast, respectively.
While the current yield forecast
seems high to many market ob-
servers, the potential for a small
or limited reduction in national
corn yield exists.”

The late-planted crop and

dry weather throughout July
and early August, particularly
in areas of the eastern Corn
Belt, point toward uncertainty
on yield and acreage through
January.

“Crop tours by private in-
dustry get underway shortly
and may provide additional
insight into the 2019 corn
crop/ Hubbs says. “Results
from these tours should be
taken with caution due to lim-
its with the extent of the tours
and methods used in collecting
the data. The variability within
fields this year appears high
and difficult to capture with the
methods used in the tours.”

US. corn ending stocks for
the 2019-20 marketing year are
projected at 2.2 billion bushels.
Recent weakness in demand
may see carry-in grow S0 mil-
lion bushels before the 2019-20
marketing year begins.

“The combination of low-
er production or higher con-
sumption needs to total near
900 million bushels to see corn
supplies tighten. If harvested
acres for grain remain at 82
million acres, a national average
corn yield near 158 bushels per
acre is necessary for this sce-
nario under current use projec-
tions,” Hubbs concludes.

GUEBERT
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Worse, Perdue could not
have picked a more perfectly
awful time to make his legally
questionable, politically clum-
sy move.

First, no sooner had Perdue
assumed legal powers not
given him by the Constitution,
the President took to Twitter
to note — wrongly, as is often
the case with his tweets —
that “Farmers are starting to
do great again, after 15 years of
a downward spiral”

As every farmer knows and
every fact makes clear, there
has been no 15-year down-
ward spiral for farmers for
decades. In fact, U.S. net farm

income hit an all-time record,
$123 .4 billion, just six years
ago before bottoming out at an
estimated $62 billion in 2016.

After that whopper, though,
the president did get the next
fact exactly right: “The 16
Billion Dollar China ‘replace-
ment’ money didn’t exactly
hurt!”

No, it didn’t. Nor did the
estimated $9 billion farmers
also received in similar trade
mitigation subsidies in 2018.

In fact, if the entire $16
billion in China money the
president alluded to was paid
to farmers this fiscal year
— and it won't because the
paymaster, USDAs Commod-
ity Credit Corp., must wait for
the new fiscal year on Oct. 1 to

replenish its drained accounts
— the Trump replacement
cash would represent 23 per-
cent of 2019’s forecasted net
farm income of $69 billion.
Twenty-three percent.
How that’s something to brag
about when it flies in the face
of most farmers’ — and every
Americans — understanding
of free markets and free trade?
Worse, the president’s
self-congratulatory tweet gave
the Washington press corps
another shot to compare
White House policy directed
at its rural political supporters
— $16 billion in unfund-
ed, non-Congressionally
approved subsidies — even
as it makes an end run to cut
Congressionally-required,

legal benefits to the poor by
$2.5 billion.

It was such a slow, fat
softball that even the myopic,
mostly non-athletic White
House press folks hammered
it out of sight.

“The selective socialism of
Donald Trump: Farmers, yes.
Poor families, no,” declared a
headline in the July 23 Wash-
ington Post.

Great. This long, hot sum-
mer just keeps getting longer
and hotter.

(Alan Guebert is an
award-winning agricultural
journalist and expert who was
raised on an 720-acre, 100-
cow southern Illinois dairy
farm. Email him at agcomm@
farmandfoodfile.com.)

USDA
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The forecast for the market-
ing-year average price stayed
at $8.40 per bushel.

“The potential for lower
soybean consumption than
current USDA forecasts re-
mains linked to trade issues
over the next year,” Hubbs
says.  “Soybean  exports

will depend on continued
growth in soybean exports
to non-Chinese sources. The
potential for South American
soybean production to come
in 150 million bushels larger
than the last crop seems like-
ly. Combining the current
soybean production levels in
the U.S. and continuing trade
issues, average farm prices for
soybeans appear set for con-

tinued weakness in the 2019-
20 marketing year.”

The USDA corn and soy-
bean production forecasts
will be updated on Sept. 12.
“Uncertainty remains for U.S.
corn and soybean supply this
year. Prices will reflect crop
production potential with a
strong emphasis on yield as
we move into the harvest pe-
riod,” Hubbs says.

TENSIONS

FROM PAGE 7B

the parent company of crop-
tour organizer Pro Farmer,
said it took the threat
seriously and has also taken
precautions to ensure the
safety of participants.

“For 27 years the Pro Farm-
er Crop Tour has been a pub-
lic service for the benefit of
agriculture, in good times and
bad,” it said. “And it’s clearly a
stressful time right now.”

While security measures
have been increased, there
are no planned changes for
the remainder of tour, which
is scheduled to finish on Fri-
day, Joel Jaeger, the general
manager of Pro Farmer, said
in an interview.

The first USDA staff to
leave the tour were from
NASS, followed by employ-
ees of the Foreign Agricultur-
al Service, he said.

At nightly crop-tour stops
in Indiana, Illinois and Grand
Island, Nebraska, farmers
questioned officials  from
both the USDA and Pro
Farmer about the govern-
ment’s methodology in deter-
mining corn planted area and
yields. Some growers, stung
by years of low prices, were
frustrated by the rapid rise in
prices in May and subsequent
steep drop.

Corn for delivery in De-
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cember is down about 11
percent since the release of
the World Agricultural Sup-
ply and Demand Estimates
report last week.

USDA officials said yield
estimates were based largely
on input from farmers as well
as satellite imagery. Planted
acreage numbers published
by the Farm Service Agency
earlier this month referred
to Aug. 1 data and that figure
has already increased, Chris
Hawthorn, a NASS statisti-
cian, told farmers on the tour,
explaining the difference be-
tween those figures and the
ones published by NASS.

“We had a great time with
the USDA guys yesterday,
said Jim Putnam, a Minnesota
farmer, who traveled with two
USDA staff on the tour Tues-
day. “I'm sorry this happened.
It makes us all look stupid.”

Last month, the Trump
administration ~ announced
another $16 billion in aid to
farmers to cushion the blow of
its tarde war with China, after
a $12 billion tranche in 2018.
Earlier this month, Trump
hinted his administration
may provide more money for
farmers if the trade war were
to persist.

Trump’s overwhelming
support in rural America was
crucial to his narrow 2016
election victory. Maintaining
the backing of farmers is criti-
cal to his re-election. Just this
week, the administration has
taken criticism from agricul-
tural interests for its handling
of the Renewable Fuel Stan-
dard, the policy that man-
dates use of corn-based eth-
anol and soy-based biodiesel.

On Tuesday, the Iowa Soy-
bean Association sent a letter
to Trump and Perdue, asking
for a meeting to discuss the
Environmental  Protection
Agency’s granting of small
refinery exemptions, saying
that the agency’s Aug. 9 an-
nouncement that it granted
31 waivers adds to the “eco-
nomic pain Iowa’s farmers
and biodiesel producers are
experiencing.”
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Shaved octopus salad at the TAPASteria in Colorado Springs, Colo., is an amazing blend of thinly
sliced octopus, giant beans, pickled shallots, greens and spices.

DENVER
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restaurant. Lobster Rangoon
and General Chos Soup
Dumplings hit the spot as I
made my way through Colora-
do enjoying the cuisine.

Sunday we made the trip to
Pike’s Peak, something in the
numerous times I have been to
Colorado I had never done. It
was a warm 80 degrees at the
base of the mountain. When
we reached the top it was less
than 4S5 degrees and pelts of
grapple were falling.

Pike’s Peak is more than
14,000 feet high, and we were

Puzzles
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SUDOKU

Level: Intermediate

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

CROSSWORD

Across

1. Baker’s dozen?

5. Bed board

9. Corolla part

14, Withdraw gradually

15. Container weight

16. Deposed leader, perhaps
17. Betrothal gifts (2 wds)
20. Do museum work

21. Short, sharp drum sound
(hyphenated)

22. Jail, slangily

23. Balances

25. Without previous
examination (2 wds)

29. Not yet dry

32. Doing nothing

33. Fail to see

34. Kidney waste product
36. Approaches

38. Brown-capped mushroom
39. Blends

40. Art able to

4]. Experienced

43. Sean Connery, for one
44, Antiquity, in antiquity
45, Expressions of loathing
48. Wilkes-___, Pa.

49. Elephant’s weight, maybe
50. Stanley Kowalksi's wife
53. Rat

57. Respect of one nation for
another’s laws (3 wds)

60. Gorillalike

61. Old Glory

62. Clothing

63. Airheaded

64. Sort

65. Eye affliction

Down

2. Characteristic carrier

48

50 |51 |52

57

58

60

61

62

63

64

65

1. The America's Cup trophy, e.g.

3. Comedian’s stock

4. “Invasion of the Body __"
film

5. Chest protector

6. Flimsy, as an excuse
7.“___ we having fun yet?”
8.Big ___ Conference

9. Yearly (2 wds)

10. Leaves

11. Hair colorer

12. Aquatic plant

13."__ we forget”

18. Attack

19. Certain surgeon’s “patient”
23.Core

24. Evening bell

25. Because

26. Archetype

27. Pituitary, e.g.

28. Neigh softly

29. Expression that radio
message will be acted
upon
30.___ahighnote

(2 wds)

31. Exams

35. Plastics containing
organic material

37 Furtive

42. Power

46. Inside shot? (hyphenated)
47.Barfly's binge

48. Seventh heaven

50. Bunch

51. Pith helmet

52. Give off, as light

53. Become unhinged

54. Boor

55. May racing event, for short
56.“___quam videri”
(North Carolina’s motto)
58.“How ___Has the Banshee
Cried” (Thomas Moore poem)
59. Bug out

grateful the altitude was not a
problem. My son and his wife
had never been there either,
and we agreed there are prettier
views in other parts of the state.

Food was on our minds
again as we entered old Col-
orado Springs, and we found
the delicious TAPAteria to
enjoy. Tapas places are always
fun because patrons can taste
many different dishes. We tried
six different ones with Andrea
and I thinking our favorite be-
ing Stuffed Piquillo Peppers,
made with Manchego/sherry
vinaigrette/greens/and piquil-
lo peppers. Matt preferred
Shaved Octopus Salad with
gigante beans/pickled shallot/
greens/serrano/piquillo  pep-
pers/lemon oil and the shaved
octopus. Tom liked Tortilla
Espaniola made of eggs/spicy
yogurt/Manchego/potato/
garlic/piquillo  pepper/and
greens. The mushroom toast

was good, but I do not recom-
mend the Gazpacho del Dia as
it was just chilled melon juice,
and I think chunks of fruit or
veggies is best for gazpacho.

The eatery with the best at-
mosphere was in Cherry Creek
at my son’s home. He and An-
drea love to entertain, and they
do it beautifully. Whether we
are sitting outside or in their
home they really are attentive
hosts. As we were having hap-
py hour before a fine dinner
made on the Big Green Egg
grill, which Matt loves to use, 1
noticed all of the music playing
in the background consisted of
my favorite songs.

Finally, I asked Matt about
the great music and he said he
downloaded it just for me. Is
that thoughtful? Sorry Matt, if
you read this, but you are truly
an amazing son.

All in all it was a delicious
trip to Denver.

Ruth Patchett/The Prairie Press

Tortilla Espaiiola is a mix of eggs, Manchego cheese, spicy
yogurt, potato, peppers, garlic and greens.

SULLIVAN

FROM PAGE 1B

indicator of severity of head
injury.

The human skull is the
product of millions of years of
evolution providing effective
brain protection. It compen-
sates for birth and growth.
The skull consists of eight
individual bones besides the
face pieces, which fit together
like puzzle pieces at the top of
the head.

Atbirth, the skull is soft
and open because the bone is
not fused. The top of the skull
is only protected by skin and
cartilage allowing the head to
flex and squeeze during birth.
Soon after the bones grow
together to firm up the skull
but remain pliable allowing
for rapid brain growth in our
early years. By the teen years
our brain is near adult size
and the skull mostly sealed,
but not fully. The skull is not
tully sealed until our mid-20s
putting high school athletes
at greater risk of brain injury
than college and professional
athletes from the same impact.

The brain is enclosed by
the bones of the skull and
protected by a covering of
three thin membranes called
meninges. It’s also cush-
ioned by cerebrospinal fluid
running down from the brain
through a canal in the center
of the spine column. The
combination serves to absorb
and dissipate impacts, similar
to the way a car bumper
deforms and deflects the force
of a collision.

Repeated Chronic Trau-
matic Encephalopathy (CTE)
was formerly believed to exist
primarily in boxers but occurs
in all sports. It is a progressive,
degenerative disease from re-
peated brain injury developing
over a lifetime. It can become
debilitating due to atrophied
brain neurons. The brain of an
individual with CTE gradually

deteriorates. Some areas of the

afflicted brain experience an
accumulation of protein caus-
ing interference with neuron
function and mimics Alzhei-
mer's or Parkinson's disease.

In football, baseball, and
other sports, the helmet is
designed to function as an ex-
tension of the skull to extend
natural protection. In 1888,
college football voted to allow
tackling.

Protective padding was
required but not helmets. A
shoemaker made early helmets
for an Army-Navy game. In
those days, a helmet looked
like an old aviator cap made
of soft leather, with earflaps
and light padding. Players on
the sideline kept them in their
back pocket. This continued
up to World War I when the
Riddell Company of Chicago
introduced plastic helmets. A
facemask was added for more
complete protection.

In response to head injury
studies, Riddell developed a
design called the Revolution
in 2002 with more layers and
impact absorbing features.
This led to the Riddell Speed
Flex in 2014 with more side
impact protection using air
pockets. The performance of
a football helmet is based on
its ability to reduce the peak
force by temporarily storing
then dissipating impact energy.
Schools must have every hel-
met factory inspected annually
to verify integrity.

We are about to begin the
Friday Night Lights tradition
of student athletes giving
their all. Everyone’s goal is
better knowledge, preparation
and equipment to avoid that
light coming from an athlete
getting his bell rung and
seeing stars.

(Terry Sullivan's fascination
with science started as a child
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos”
and James Burke’s “Connections”
on PBS. He is the technology
and curriculum director for the
Shiloh School District. Email
him at sullivant@shiloh1.us)
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‘Bullying’ was rife in
House Speaker’s office

Former prosecutor
paints bleak picture
of Mapes, Madigan’s
ex-chief of staff

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD An
investigation into the “work-
place culture” of Illinois
House Speaker Michael Madi-
gan’s office found his former
chief of staft contributed to a
culture of bullying pervasive
throughout the Capitol sys-
tem.

The review, conducted by
former federal prosecutor and
former executive inspector
general Maggie Hickey, was
called for in response to al-
legations of harassment. She
currently works for Schift Har-
din LLP.

Hickey found “by far the
most consistent criticism” of
more than 100 people inter-
viewed was “bullying,” ac-
cording to the report released
Tuesday, Aug. 20. The issues,
including “hazing” experi-
enced by some workers, were
described as “inevitable” due
to long hours workers spend
in the Statehouse and the
“militant” nature of Madigan’s
staff.

Madigan and a group of fe-
male Democratic lawmakers
called for Hickey to conduct
the probe of the Speaker’s of-
fice in June 2018.

‘I welcomed this inde-
pendent review to better un-
derstand the workplace cul-
ture within the Office of the
Speaker and to help improve
the environment in the Cap-
itol,” Madigan said in a press
release.

One of the allegations was
against Timothy Mapes, who
was the speaker’s chief of staff
for more than 25 years and
clerk of the House for more
than six years before resigning
in June 2018.

Sherri Garrett, an account
technician, worked in the
Statehouse since the 1980s.
She made eight allegations
against Mapes, which Hickey
classified into three groups
in her report: illustrations of
Mapes’ leadership approach,
examples of how he man-
aged workplace harassment
complaints and allegations
he made inappropriate com-
ments at work.

In interviews for the in-
vestigation, she told Hickey
that Mapes had “an inordi-
nate amount of power in the
State,” according to the report,
including influence over ha-
rassment complaints. Hickey’s
report said most of the people
she interviewed, regardless of
their opinion of Mapes, said
he “commonly threatened peo-
ple’s jobs” or “reminded them
that they were dispensable”

Hickey concluded Mapes
“had a habit of being discour-
teous to workers and repre-
sentatives.”

“The number of inde-
pendently verified instances
of Mr. Mapes’s derogatory
behavior was overwhelming,”
Hickey said in her report.
“Mr. Mapes had a reputation
for denigrating workers and
threatening their jobs.”

The report also found
Mapes made “discourteous
and inappropriate comments”
to and around Garrett, as well
as other workers, to “[exert]
power” over them.

“It is my position that the
recent criticisms made against
me do not truly appreciate
the size of the responsibility
of my position,” Mapes said
in a statement distributed by
his law firm, Clifford Law Of-
fices. “The daily needs of my
position required constant at-
tention in order to ensure the
successful operation of our
government. I made every ef-
fort to satisfy these demands”

But in her report, Hickey
noted Mapes held “substantial
actual and perceived authori-
ty” in Madigan’s office as well
as the Capitol.

“Whether he intended it or
not, many workers said that
Mr. Mapes caused them to be-
lieve that they were easily re-
placeable, and therefore, they
made sure not to make waves,
even if they would have had
workplace harassment con-
cerns that they believed war-
ranted attention,” according to
the report.

She recommended Madi-
gan reorganize the hierarchy
of his office to prevent the
amount of power and influ-
ence Mapes wielded to again
rest with one person. In the re-
port, she suggested the speak-
er take on a greater role in his
office and delegate addition-
al responsibilities to senior
members of his staff.

The document also states
the speaker’s human resources
department should be given
additional authority, workers
should receive more harass-
ment training, and the office
should have clearer reporting
structures.

“I truly hope that the work-
place culture changes so that
people doing this important
work are treated with the
respect and dignity they de-

If

@he Press
didn’t tell you ...

WHO
WOULD?

serve,” Garrett said in a press
release.

The report said that while
many people believe the pow-
er wielded by the speaker’s of-
fice “has been used to silence
opposition” and “discouraged
some people from coming
forward,” many of those inter-
viewed also believed the office
“can use its power to eliminate
harassment and discrimina-
tion from the Capitol work-
place by being transparent,
accountable, and a model for
other workplaces and legisla-
tures.”

“We agree,” Hickey wrote.

The investigation also fo-
cused on allegations made
by Chicago Democratic Rep.
Kelly Cassidy and activist
Maryann Loncar.

Cassidy alleged in mid-May
2018 that she was the subject
of retaliation by Mapes, Madi-
gan and Blue Island Demo-
cratic Rep. Robert Rita for
speaking out about how the
speaker’s office handled ha-
rassment complaints.

The report did not find any
evidence of wrongdoing of the
three men.

Loncar last year accused
former Chicago Democratic
Rep. Lou Lang of sexual ha-
rassment for an action which
occurred more than five years
ago when they were working
on legislation together. Hickey
noted in the report that Lon-
car did not cooperate with the
investigation, and Lang, who
is now a registered lobbyist
at the Statehouse, denied the
allegations against him, calling
them “absurd”

The report notes “there is
insufficient evidence to con-
clude that Representative
Lang engaged in wrongdoing”

Pritzker signs protections
bill for immigrant tenants

Bill prohibits evic-
tions, retaliation
based ontenant’s
immigration status

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD - Peo-
ple who rent homes or
apartments in Illinois
who are not United States
citizens have new legal
protections under state
law.

Gov.  JB.  Pritzker
signed a bill Wednesday
that prohibits landlords
from evicting or intimi-
dating tenants based on
their citizenship or immi-
gration status.

“Where you were born
has nothing to do with
the ability to pay rent on
time, which is what the
relationship between a
landlord and a tenant
should really be about,”
Pritzker said in Chicago
as he signed Senate Bill
1290 into law.

The bill is nearly iden-
tical to one lawmakers
passed in 2018, but which
former Republican Gov.
Bruce Rauner vetoed.
And in signing the bill,
Illinois became only the
second state, behind Cali-
fornia, to enact such a law.

Under the new law,
which takes effect im-
mediately, landlords are
specifically  prohibited
from disclosing or threat-
ening to disclose infor-
mation about a tenant’s
immigration status for the
purpose of harassing or
intimidating that person
or for retaliation against

a tenant for exercising his or
her legal rights.

It also prohibits land-
lords from seeking to evict
a tenant because of immi-
gration or citizenship status,
and provides civil remedies
for tenants if their landlord
violates the new restrictions.

It also provides an ex-
ception for cases in which a
landlord is required to dis-
close citizenship or immi-
gration status information in
order to comply with federal
law or a court order.

It was the third bill Pritz-
ker has signed this year deal-
ing with immigration issues.
Earlier, he signed bills pro-
hibiting private detention
facilities from being built in
Illinois, preventing local law
enforcement agencies from
participating in federal im-
migration enforcement ac-
tions and extending eligibil-
ity for state-funded student
financial aid to students re-
gardless of their citizenship
or immigration status.

Each time, Pritzker has
used the occasion to criticize
President Donald Trump for
his anti-immigration policies
and rhetoric.

“As our xenophobic presi-
dent stokes a climate of fear,
as Illinois stands up against
him with our firewall, we
will not stand by in silence,”
Pritzker said.

Sen. Cristina Castro, D-El-
gin, the chief Senate sponsor
of the bill, echoed that sen-
timent.

“The current administra-
tion in Washington is open-
ly hostile toward immigrant
communities, and as a result,
fear runs rampant in these
communities,” Castro said.
“Many people live with a

constant worry that if they
complain about unsafe hous-
ing conditions, a landlord
might report them, because
of their immigrant status, to
authorities as retaliation for
speaking up.”

State Rep. Theresa Mah, a
Chicago Democrat and the
lead sponsor of the bill in
the House, said during floor
debate May 26 that it came
about as a result of specific
incidents that had occurred
in her district, including a
case in which a landlord al-
legedly threatened a tenant
with eviction if she did not
perform  uncompensated
work.

In a statement Wednesday,
Mah said she was pleased
to see the bill finally signed
into law, adding, “Immigrant
families in my district and all
over Illinois deserve to live
free of fear of mistreatment,
threats, or eviction because
of their immigration status.”

The bill also had support
from groups that advocate
for immigrant rights, includ-
ing the Latin Policy Forum,
the Illinois Coalition for Im-
migrant and Refugee Rights
and the Mexican American
Legal Defense and Educa-
tional Fund.

Andrew Timms, president
of the Illinois Rental Prop-
erty Owners Association,
said in an interview that his
organization was involved in
drafting the bill and did not
oppose it.

“We felt as though the bill
that was passed through the
Legislature really did target
the people who were trying
to use residency as a form of
extortion,” he said. “We're
certainly opposed to extor-
tion in any form.”
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CALLIE BABER IAA
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

MULTI-CONSIGNOR LIVE/ONLINE AUCTION
Sun. September 8th @ NOON IL TIME
Furniture, Antiques, Primitives, Tools & More!

Click "Online Bidding" at calliebaberauction.com
Special Guest Auctioneer: Nick Holly

ON-SITE LIVE AUCTION
Sat. September 28th
TIME & LOCATION TO BE ANNOUNCED
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!
“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527

Matt 217.508.5200

2

ANTIQUES

ANTIQUES: Repair, Stripping,
Refinishing. 35 years experi-
ence. Call 217-251-7624

BUSINESS SERVICES

Alco Overhead Doors

Service on all types of garage
doors. New door sales.
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Lamp Repair and special order
Lamp Shades (fabric or hard
back) Arcola, IL 217-493-3333

Spesard Culvert Sales,

Ridge Farm, IL. Steels and
aluminum culverts. Plastic tile
and fittings. 8-inch to 36-inchin
stock. Up to 144-inch available.
217-304-1005.

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements

Insured

References

217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free
estimates.

Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck
load delivered

217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale

Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

Siding & Soffit & Window
Replacement
& Construction
217-264-1567

GARAGE SALES

YARD SALE

20006 E 1000th Rd, Paris
Friday August 23

Saturday August 24

8:00 am - 2:00 pm each day
Collectable items
Household items

Everything must go!

phone

YARD SALE

529 O’Kalla St

Friday, August 30,

8:00 am-12:00

Lots of holiday decor, women's
clothes, misc. household items.

802 Marshall St.

Fri.,23rd 9-5 &

Sat., 24th 9-12 noon

In back inside garage

Kids through adult clothing
Too muchtolist. NRFA

323 Elm Street

Friday, Aug 30, 1:.00-?
Saturday, Aug 31, 8:00 ?
clothes, jackets, kids books,
toys.Lots of misc.

11 Janice Ave, Paris

8-29, 4:00-7:00,
8-30,8:00-6:00
Girls newborn to Justice 20,
Womens,  Strollers, Home

Decor, Comfortors

1306 Ten Broeck

around back thur alley

Friday and Saturday

Aug.30& 31

Friday and Saturday

Sept.6 &7

Must sell many treasures. Lots
of kitchen, house decor, garden
decor, decorations for every
holiday. Too much to list. All
reasonably priced.

HELP WANTED

Local company seeking a full-
time driver. Class A CDL re-
quired. All local driving. 100%
company paid health insurance
plus pension. call 217-465-7621

HELP WANTED

Part time house keeper needed
for Forsythe Family Farms in
Marshall, IL. Must be able to
PASS a background check and
a drug screen. Please call 217-
826-3100 or send resume to:
Forsythe Family Farms, 18240
E 2150th Rd, Marshall, IL 62441

PETS

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K-9 Training
Over 40 years experience.
Offers local beginning and in-
termediate classes. Beginning
October 5,2019

Call 217-275-3465

PROFESSIONAL

TRAINING/EDUCATION

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW
YEAR - BECOME AN AVIATION
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA
APPROVED TRAINING
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED.
JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE.
CALLAIM 800-481-8312

HOUSES FOR RENT

1Bedroom House

Newly remodeled

Taking applications
Unfurnished, No pets

Adults Only. $425.00/month
For viewing call 217-465-4229

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit

Call 217-463-8800

Leave message

FOR RENT 2 BR, 1 BA, garage,
almost 1acre of land. Crestwood
school district, rental home,
7 miles south of Paris on Rte.
1. $750.00 + 1 month deposit
required. call 217-465-2585

FOR RENT

Nice 3 BR country home in
the Crestwood school district.
$600.00/mo  +  deposit.
References required. 217-264-
1379 leave message

HOUSING FOR RENT

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can

be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be
included also.

217-463-8800, leave msg.

APARTMENTS

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR
apts. Water & trash included.
Great location! No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 1 Bedroom apt.
$525/mo + Deposit.
Call 217-466-8210

For Rent

1 bedroom apartment. phone
217-463-8800. Leave message.
$450.00/month plus deposit

AUTOS

FOR SALE 2006 TOYOTA
SOLARA SLE

Convertible, red with new
black top. 63K miles, new tires,
new battery, gray leather with
heated seats, AC, Navigation,
CD player. In excellent con-
dition. asking $7995.00 call
217-251-3392

BOATS

*** THE BOAT DOCK ***

We Buy & Consign Used Boats!
Springfield, lllinois
217-771-4054
www.theboatdock.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Leafguard is the only one piece
gutter system guaranteed to
never clog, get a jump on Fall
and Save 75% on installation
and receive $500 for your old
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539

*** Colman’s RV ***
We buy/consign used
Campers & RV's!
217-583-4023
www.colmansrv.com

COUNTRY CRAFT BOUTIQUE
Large variety of local hand-
made items. Located in the
front of Ruth's Beauty Shop.
213 N Central, Paris. Tuesday
- Saturday

FOR SALE

Pioneer stereo in good con-
dition. Asking $275, will take
reasonable offer

Treadmill in excellent condition
asking $200.00; will take any
reasonable offer

Blue rocker/recliner in good
condition; asking $25.00 call
anytime 217-808-2408

NOTICE OF
NONDISCRIMINATORY
POLICY AS TO STUDENTS

Ms. Holly’s House admits
students of any race, color,
national, and ethnic origin to
all the rights, privileges, pro-
grams, and activities generally
accorded or made available to
students at the school. It does
not discriminate on the basis
of race, color, national, and
ethnic origin in administration
of its educational policies, ad-
missions policies, scholarship
and loan programs, and athletic
and other school-administered
programs.

ASSUMED NAME
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given
that on August 20, 2019 a cer-
tificate was filed in the Office
of the County Clerk of Edgar
County, lllinois, setting forth the
names and post office address
of all of the persons owning,
conducting and transacting the
business known as:

CARDINAL LOT CLEANING &
MAINTENANCE

Located at : 10872 N 1545th St,
Paris, IL 61944

Owner(s): Joe Scheiner

Dated: August 20, 2019

August H. Griffin

EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT EDGAR
COUNTY, PARIS ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF SHIRLEY A. TRETTER,
Deceased

No.2019P 33

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS
and CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of
SHIRLEY A. TRETTER. Letters
of Office were issued on July
2, 2019 to BESSIE E. BRADY
as Executor whose attorney
is FRUIN & KASH (Richard M.
Kash, Jr.), 129 N. Central Ave.,
Paris, IL 61944,

Claims against the estate may
be filed in the office of the
Circuit Clerk of the Court at
the Edgar County Courthouse,
Paris, lllinois, 61944, or with
the representative, or both, on
or before December 2, 2019
and any claim not filed within
the applicable period is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the
clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the representative and
to the attorney within 10 days

after it has been filed.

Notice is further given to
Unknown Heirs of SHIRLEY A.
TRETTER that within 42 days
after July 2, 2019, you may
file a Petition with the Court
to require proof of the Will
by witnesses, as provided in
Section 6-21 of the Probate Act
and to contest the validity of
the Will by filing a Petition with
this court by December 2, 2019

BESSIE E. BRADY,
Executor

FRUIN & KASH (Richard M.
Kash, Jr.)

129 N. Central Ave.

Paris, IL 61944

Phone: 217-465-4196

Fax: 217-466-1213

IPA/Ameren  Rider  Notice
PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Proposed Tariff

Changes
Gas Service Schedule lIl. C. C.
No. 2

To the Gas Patrons of
Ameren lllinois Company d/b/a
Ameren lllinois:

Ameren lllinois (or Company)
hereby gives notice to the
public that on August 1,
2019, it filed with the lllinois
Commerce Commission (ICC
or  Commission)  evidence
(direct testimony) regarding
the reconciliation of revenues
collected from its gas custom-
ers under the Company’s Gas
Energy Efficiency and Demand
Response Cost Recovery (GER)
Rider, with actual and prudent
associated costs from January
1, 2018 through December
31, 2018. This reconciliation
may result in changes to the
Company'’s rates and charges
with respect to gas delivery ser-
vices in the Company'’s service
area in lllinois. The changes
in rates and charges will take
effect after hearings and after
the Commission issues its final
Order.

The Commission docketed the
filing as Docket No. 19-0370.
xbe inspected at Ameren
lllinois’ offices located at 300
Liberty Street, Peoria, lllinois
or online at www.icc.illinois.
gov/e-docket/.

All parties interested in this
matter may obtain information
with respect thereto either
directly from Ameren lllinois
or by addressing the Chief
Clerk of the lllinois Commerce
Commission, 527 East Capitol
Avenue, Springfield, lllinois
62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY
d/b/a Ameren lllinois
By: Richard J. Mark, President

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
EDGAR  COUNTY, PARIS,
ILLINOIS, IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of
Priscilla D. Rhoads, deceased

No. 2019-P-37
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of
PRISCILLA D. RHOADS of Paris,
Edgar County, lllinois. Letters of
Office were issued on August
7,2019 to VERNON E. BEAVEN,
R. , 103 Janice Ave., Paris,
lllinois 61944, and CAROL J.
TUTTLE, 112 Janice Ave., Paris,
lllinois 61944, as Independent
Co-Executors, whose attorney
is Drew P. Griffin, of Jones &
Griffin Law Offices, P.C., 110 E.
Washington, P.O. Box 8, Paris,
lllinois 61944.

Claims against the Estate may
be filed in the office of the
Clerk of the Circuit Court at
the Edgar County Courthouse,
Paris, lllinois 61944, or with
the representatives, or both,
on or before February 18, 2020,
and any claim not filed within
that period is barred. Copies
of a claim filed with the clerk
must be mailed or delivered to
the representatives and to the
attorney within 10 days after it
has been filed.

DATED this 17th day of August
2019.

VERNON E. BEAVEN, JR and
CAROL J. TUTTLE, Independent
Co-Executors of the Estate

217-921-3216
Barbara@prairiepress.net

TO PLACE AN AD:

SATURDAY
AUGUST 24, 2019
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record form. All for $8.001111

Having ayard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach homes
and businesses in Edgar County, three heavy-duty, all-weather
signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 fluorescent green
pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale checklist, sales

@he Praivie Press

‘CClassifiedGuys com

217-921-3216

101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

of PRISCILLA D. RHOADS,
deceased

Drew P. Griffin

JONES & GRIFFIN
OFFICES, PC.

110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944

Tel: (217) 465-7525

Fax: (217) 466-2230

LAW

ASSUMED NAME
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given
that on August 19, 2019 a cer-
tificate was filed in the Office
of the County Clerk of Edgar
County, lllinois, setting forth the
names and post office address
of all of the persons owning,
conducting and transacting the
business known as:

TRIPLE BARN FARM

Located at: 14960 E 500th Rd.,
Paris, IL 61944

Owner(s): Lori K. Wiley
Dated: August 19, 2019

August H. Griffin
Edgar County Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of
Changes
Gas Service Schedule lII. C. C.
No. 2

To the Gas Patrons of

Ameren lllinois Company d/b/a
Ameren lllinois:

Ameren lllinois (or Company)
hereby gives notice to the
public that on July 31, 2019,
it filed with the lllinois

Proposed  Tariff

HELP WANTED

cal and electrical control circuits.

other maintenance personnel & production staff to identify operat-

ing and maintenance problems.

Position requires basic welding & fabrication skills, gearbox,
conveyor and overhead crane knowledge; also strong mechanical
and electrical troubleshooting abilities with understanding of hy-
draulics, pneumatics, relay logic, PLC schematics and blueprint

reading.

Apply in person:
147 W. Cumberland

ELECTRICAL/MECHANICAL MAINTENANCE
Individual will respond to breakdowns & troubleshoot mechani-

Pay commensurate with experience. Health benefits after 90
days, 401K after one year of employment.
Apply in person at Rowe Foundry, 147 W Cumberland St,
Martinsville IL 62442, Monday-Friday 8am-4pm.

[ Rowe Foundry is looking for hard '

working, full-time production employees.
Starting wage $14.65/hour.
Benefits & pay bump after 90 days!

Martinsville, IL
\ }

Commerce Commission (ICC
or Commission) evidence (di
rect testimony) regarding the
reconciliation of revenues col
lected from its gas customers
under the Company’s Variable
Tax Income Adjustment (VITA]
Rider, with actual and prudent
associated costs for the tax
period from January 25, 2018
through December 31, 2018
This reconciliation may resull
in changes to the Company'’s
rates and charges with respect
to gas delivery services in the
Company’s service areas ir
lllinois. The changes in rates
and charges will take effect
after hearings and after the
Commission issues its fina
Order.

The Commission docketec
the filing as Docket No. 19
0788. A copy of the evidence
may be inspected at Amerer
lllinois’ offices located at 30C
Liberty Street, Peoria, lllinois
or online at www.icc.illinois
gov/e-docket/.

All parties interested in this
matter may obtain informatior
with respect thereto either
directly from Ameren lllinois
or by addressing the Chief
Clerk of the lllinois Commerce
Commission, 527 East Capitol
Avenue, Springfield, Illinois
62706.

AMEREN ILLINOIS COMPANY

d/b/a Ameren lllinois
By: Richard J. Mark, President

ADVERTISING:

The engine
of this free Press

Individual will also interface with

X 2nd operators.
217.251.4028

* Good Reasoning Skills

* Good Communication
Skills

* Ability to Multask

Local Healthcare Business Offering
Full-Time Customer Service Position
Applicant must possess

« MOST IMPORTANTLY, the applicant must have the
ability and desire to courteously interact with the
public in person, on the phone, and with digital
methods of communications.

Please send your resume with a detailed work

history to:
Prairie Press, BOX C
101 N Central,

Qualified applicants will be contacted directly.

« Strong Work Ethic

« Detail Oriented Skills

* Proficient Computer
Skills

Paris, IL 61944




Pritzker

says ‘gag
rule’ limits
women’s

healthcare

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD - Dem-
ocratic Gov. JB. Pritzker
joined with Planned Par-
enthood and other abortion
rights advocates Monday
in denouncing the Trump
administration’s new policy
that blocks federal family
planning money from going
to any organization that pro-
vides or facilitates abortions.

“The Trump administra-
tion’s gag rule is fundamen-
tally wrong,” Pritzker said
in a telephone news confer-
ence Monday. “This policy
has caused a mess of con-
fusion and uncertainty, de-
stabilizing women’s health
care nationwide and doing
extraordinary harm to the
lives of patients, particularly
women of color”

The program in question
is known as Title X. It dis-
tributes about $260 million
a year to clinics around the
country to provide family
planning services to an es-
timated 4 million people,

primarily ~ lower-income
individuals. Planned Par-
enthood organizations

throughout the country re-
ceive about 40 percent of all
Title X funding,

In Illinois, the state De-
partment of Public Health
typically receives about
$4 million a year, which it
distributes to various pub-
lic health clinics in Ilinois.
Planned Parenthood of Illi-
nois receives about another
$3.5 million, while Aunt

Martha’s receives about
$500,000.
The money is used to pay

for such services as con-
traception, cancer screen-
ing and testing for sexu-
ally transmitted diseases,
among other things.

Since the program’s in-
ception in 1970, federal law
has prohibited recipients
from using Title X money
to pay for abortions. But
abortion opponents have
for years wanted the ban to
go further by prohibiting
money from going to any
organization that provides
abortion services or refers
women to abortion provid-
ers, even if the funding for
those services comes from
separate sources.

Thats essentially what
the US. Department of
Health and Human Ser-
vices did earlier this year
when it announced its new
rule. In July, the state of II-
linois along with Planned
Parenthood of Illinois and
Aunt Marthas Health and
Wellness announced they
would no longer participate
in the program.

“Since this gag rule went
into effect, we have not
drawn down on federal
funds, and we will not draw
down on federal funds
while this regulation re-
mains in place, and we call
on Congress to join our
fight to protect women,”
Pritzker said. “An attack of
this magnitude clearly calls
for a federal solution.”

Monday marked the
deadline for program recip-
ients to certify with HHS
that they were in compli-
ance with the new rule.
Alexis McGill Johnson,
acting president of Planned
Parenthood’s national or-
ganization, said her orga-
nization could not in good
conscience sign such a state-
ment.

The new rule faces a
number of court challenges,
but a federal appeals court
in California has allowed
the rule to go into effect
while those cases are being
decided. The Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals in San
Francisco is scheduled to
hear oral arguments in the
case in late September.

)) HAVEYOUR SAY

CONTACT NANCY ZEMAN,
US: 217-921-3216

)> STATE

CONTACT US:
217-921-3216

nzeman@prairiepress.net

@he Praivic Press
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Law gives $40K teacher pay

Pritzker signs bill upping educators’ minimum wage; goal is to address teacher shortage

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com
SPRINGFIELD - Some

teachers in Illinois will get a pay
raise starting next year, thanks
to a bill that Democratic Gov.
JB. Pritzker signed into law
Thursday.

House Bill 2078, which
passed the General Assembly
in the final days of the 2019
session, phases in an increase
in minimum teacher salaries
to $40,000 a year over the next
four years.

“As Illinois’ children head
back to school this week and
next, this new law says to them
and their parents loud and
clear, we value teachers,” Pritz-
ker said during a Statehouse
news conference.

The bill is aimed at reliev-
ing what many have described
as a severe statewide teacher
shortage in Illinois. During the
2018-2019 school year, Pritz-

ing positions across the state
were unfilled.

“We need to start taking this
problem seriously and this leg-
islation is a good step toward
solving it,” state Sen. Andy
Manar, D-Bunker Hill, the
chief Senate sponsor of the bill,
said in a statement.

According to data from the
Illinois State Board of Edu-
cation, the average salary of a
public school teacher in the
state was $65,721 during the
2017-2018 academic year, the
most recent year for which fig-
ures are available. But the sala-
ries for individual teachers var-
ies greatly, depending on their
location, years of experience,
their own level of education
and the financial resources of
the district in which they teach.

Officials estimate the new
law will affect about 8,000 of
the state’s 127,000 full-time
public school teachers.

ond-year teacher at Crossroads
Learning Center in the Jack-
sonville School District, said
during the news conference
that she earns about $34,000
teaching students who've been
suspended or expelled from
regular schools.

“It's a very hard job and
teachers don’t mind that, but
we also want to be secure in
knowing we’ll be able to raise
our own families and that our
families will be secure,” she
said. “This law goes a long way
towards that”

Under current law, the mini-
mum salary for a teacher ranges
from $9,000 for someone with
less than a bachelor’s degree to
$11,000 for someone with a
master’s degree. That law hasn’t
changed since the early 1980s.

The new law raises the min-
imum salary to $32,076 in the
2020-2021 school year. It then
adds $2,500 in each of the

at $40,000 in the 2023-2024
school year. After that, manda-
tory increases will be indexed
to inflation.

Although passage of the bill
will increase costs for some
school districts, Pritzker noted
that this year’s budget included
a $375 million increase in state
funding for K-12 education.

According to a fiscal analysis
of the bill, the higher minimum
salary will add, on average,
about 0.5 percent to each dis-
trict’s “adequacy target” under
the state’s new Evidence Based
Funding system. It also could
widen the gap between current
funding and the adequacy tar-
get for many districts.

Under that funding sys-
tem, each district is assigned
a target for adequate funding,
and those that are the furthest
below their target receive top
priority for funding increases
each year, with the goal of pro-

ker said, roughly 1,500 teach-

Bentley Stewart, a

sec-

next two years, finally arriving

viding adequate funding to all

districts by 2027.

State dollars currently ac-
count for only about 27 per-
cent of all school funding in
Mlinois. The bulk of K-12 fund-
ing, 66 percent, comes from
local property taxes, with the
remaining 7 percent coming
from the federal government.

According to the state’s most
recent data, of Illinois’ 851
public school districts, 702
received less than “adequate”
funding during the 2017-2018
school year. The percentages of
adequate funding vary widely
across the state, from a low of
47 percent in the J.S. Morton
High School District in Cice-
ro, to a high of 288 percent in
the Rondout School District in
Lake Forest.

“The districts that ben-
efit from EBF - the evi-
dence-based funding - are in
fact the districts where many
of the people are getting paid
under $40,000,” Pritzker said.

DEER HUNT FOR HEROES WELCOMES ALL WARRIORS

Special to The Prairie Press

In this Nov. 4, 2014 photo, William White sets up his gas powered crosshow at the HOOAH Deer Hunt for Heroes program at
Funks Grove. The former U.S. Marine served in Bosnia, Somolia and Beirut before a construction accident at a military base
cost him an arm and a leg. The HOOAH Deer Hunt for Heroes program is designed to give wounded veterans confidence and

support as they come home.

HOOAH gets vets hunting

BY KENNEDY NOLEN
Decatur Herald & Review

DECATUR, Ill. (AP) — Iraq War
veteran Brian Miller served in the Unit-
ed States Air Force and was skeptical
about veteran groups.

He said many left a bad taste in his
mouth and he felt they were only in it
for the money. Miller's friend was part
of a veteran group and kept asking him
tojoin.

Miller, who lives in Clinton, finally de-
cided to go on a deer hunting trip with
the organization HOOAH Deer Hunt
for Heroes. After leaving on a Thursday,
he expected this to be a one-and-done
trip, he said. Miller didn't get back home
until Sunday.

"I had been around less than an hour
and realized they re legit," Miller said.

HOOAH is an organization de-
signed for veterans to enjoy the out-
doors, build a support system and enjoy
camaraderie. Many of the activities take
place in Central and Southern Illinois.

Founder Tom Huflington, of Mc-
Lean, started the organization seven or
eight years ago, alongside co-founder
Matt Graden, as a way to give back to
wounded soldiers. Tom Gaither and
Jeft Gaither also got involved as board
members.

Hunting and fishing are just a small
portion of the organization, Huffington
said. Sometimes, veterans are in a dark
place, and the program can give them
a way to decompress. Some of the men
and women who participate have come
from transitional units at Fort Knox and
Fort Campbell.

He said the volunteers never ask
about their situation and never have
them share their stories. As time goes
on, they may open up to a friend in the
program, but nothing is forced.

Huffington said all costs are covered
for applicants who get selected. This in-
cludes airfare, lodging, equipment and

CONTACT YOUR
LEGISLATOR

nzeman@prairiepress.net

anything in between.

Miller was in the Air Force, deployed
in 2007 and arrived back home in 2011.
He said he didn't feel the eftects of leav-
ing the service until he was away from
other veterans.

During his encounter with HOOAH,
he found that the volunteers cared "from
the bottom of their hearts."

"They're in it for the right reasons,"
Miller said.

All hunts are fully guided, Huffington
said. A lot of the participants have never
hunted or fished, so it's a whole new ex-
perience for them.

About 600 veterans have been
through the program since it started,
he said, whether that means they've
attended a one-day event or a weekend
trip.

All veterans are eligible to apply with-
out restrictions, Hufﬁngton said.

"The worst part is (choosing) who
goes and doesn't go, because they all de-
serve it," he said. "That's the tough part."

The organization has had veterans of
Vietnam, Desert Storm, Afghanistan
and Iraq.

For some veterans who love outdoor
activities but have injuries affecting
the time they can spend outside, "it's
disheartening,” he said. HOOAH has
some of the best adaptive equipment,
such as action track chairs and fishing
poles that reel themselves in, which
help veterans who may be paralyzed or
missing a limb.

When reviewing applications, the
board members don't look at inju-
ries. They look to see who can benefit
from the hunt most, Huffington said.
HOOAH also looks for veterans who
would be good mentors, as well.

Many groups and places for veterans
to hang out may involve alcohol, but
HOOAH is an alcohol-free, positive en-
vironment for veterans to find a release
through outdoor activities, Miller said.

SEN. CHAPIN ROSE (R)
217-607-1853
www.senchapinrose.com

SEN. DALE A. RIGHTER (R)
217-235-6033
www.dalerighter.com

¢ TANE
Special to The Prairie Press
In this Nov. 14, 2014 photo, Josue
Cordova of Naperville receives help
setting up his crosshow at the HOOAH
Deer Hunt for Heroes program at Funks
Grove. The HOOAH Deer Hunt for Heroes
program works to provide wounded
veterans with opportunities they may
have experienced in the military but are
now applicable to civilian life.

By day two or three of these trips,
"you'd think we were lifelong friends,"
Miller said.

The organization also allows for veter-
ans to bring their spouses to designated
couples trips.

"When we're deployed, they're left
to take care of everything," Miller said.
"We come back, maybe not in one piece
physically or mentally."

The couples fishing trips allow spous-
es to connect, communicate and relate.

Miller said veterans from the group
talk daily and watch out for each other.
He believes in the group so much, he
got involved and speaks for the group at
fundraisers and events.

Huffington said a number of
HOOAH participants have similar
interests, so the "real value is the net-
work."

A lot of the veterans who enter the
program leave as friends, he said. "That's
just the real magic of this program.”

217-782-8388
www.rephalbrook.com

REP. BRAD HOLBROOK (R)

Initial
numbers
indicate a
historically
successful
Illinois
State Fair

Records show the
largest attendance
since 2014's Fair

SPECIALTOTHE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — The
numbers for this year’s Illi-
nois State Fair continue to
demonstrate a historically
successful event. While re-
cords for both revenue and
ticket sales were broken
for the grandstand lineup,
high marks from parking,
attendance and vendors
were also achieved.

Estimated  attendance
totals of nearly 509,000
are 37 percent higher than
2018’s projection of just
over 370,000 making it
the largest estimated total
attendance since 2014. De-
spite a reduction in admis-
sions for Sunday through
Thursday, gate revenue
was up over last year’s fair.
More parking passes were
sold this year than the
previous 17 years that this
information was recorded.
This year’s fair also saw an
increase of vendors over
last year by nearly S0.

“This year’s fair took an
already wonderful event
to new heights, breaking
records at the grandstand
and bringing Illinoisans
from all across the state to-
gether to celebrate every-
thing that makes Illinois
so special,” said Governor
JB Pritzker. “From barns
packed with all that our
agriculture industry has
to offer to entertainment
for Illinoisans of all ages,
I'm thrilled my first state
fair as governor was such a
success.”

“No matter the metric,
this year’s fair was un-
doubtedly a success,” said
Illinois State Fair Manag-
er Kevin Gordon. “Our
goal was to bring families
back to the fair during the
week. Ifeel our decision to
reduce admission during
the week was rewarded
by the attendance of the
public. The weather was
wonderful, our promo-
tions were well received,
our grandstand lineup was
historic and I spoke with
many vendors and conces-
sionaires pleased with the
crowds and their revenues.
I'm excited to see what this
means for our total reve-
nues once those numbers
are finalized.”

REP. CHRIS MILLER (R)
217-558-1040
repcmiller.com
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