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WEST PLAINS TRAGEDY 
The unsolved mystery of 
the Bond Dance Hall  
Explosion
PAGE A6-A7, B2-B3

METAL TO RUST 
Burt Rutan, American 
aviation pioneer
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LADY ZIZZERS 
Annual Pink Out event 
raises $25K for Cancer 
Treatment Center
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National Marketing
Local Expertise

#64900 Home in County Club Area 
w/Basemt & 2 Kitchen 

1.13 Acres 6 BR 5/5 BA, Office, Formal 
Living & Dining, 3 Fireplaces, Hearth 
Room, Custom Woodwork $825,000

#65460 Close to Rivers, Lakes and 
National Forest 

60 Acres 2 Bedrooms, 12’x32’ Building 
w/Living Quarters, Off the Grid, Solar 
Generator, Peaceful Setting $695,000

#64640 Beautiful Farm with Lush 
Pasture and Hay Fields 

77 Acres Basement, Barn, Shop, Close 
to River, Wildlife, Ponds (one spring 
fed), Fenced/Cross Fenced $399,000

#65390 Exceptional Property with 
Dual Residences 

5 Bedroom, 3 Bath, Open Floor Plan, 
Cherry Finishes, 2nd Home Rental 
Possibility, Prime Location $199,000
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Local NEWS

W E A T H E R
TODAY: 
Partly sunny, then gradu-
ally becoming sunny, with 
a high near 38. Wind chill 
values as low as 10. North 
wind 9 to 14 mph, with 
gusts as high as 21 mph.

Sunrise: 6:54 a.m.
Sunset: 5:50 p.m.

Temperature Year Ago
High: 54
Low: 25

Precipitation: 6.21 inches
Last Year: 5.55 inches
Normal: 4.2 inches

TONIGHT: Clear, with a 
low around 22. Wind chill 
values as low as 11. West 
wind 8 to 10 mph.

TOMORROW: Sunny, with 
a high near 52. West wind 
9 to 13 mph, with gusts as 
high as 18 mph.

SUNDAY NIGHT: Clear, 
with a low around 26.

PRESIDENT’S DAY: Most-
ly sunny, with a high near 
55.

Judge Anthony to resign from bench
By KIMBERLY LANGSTON,
KIMBERLYL@WPDAILYQUILL.NET

Associate 37th Circuit Court Judge Donna 
Anthony has tendered her resignation, effec-
tive Feb. 29.

“After an almost-38-year career in law I 
have decided to retire at a time when I can 
spend time on hobbies and pursuits I enjoy,”-
Anthony wrote in a statement to the Quill. 
“I have dedicated my career to serving the 
poor, the accused, and the maligned — the 
‘least of these.’

“I am proud to say I have lived in and 
worked in two of the best states in America. 
I spent 28 years on our family farm in Tennes-
see and the remainder of my life in Missouri 
with a career in law.

“In West Tennessee, farm life was very 
much like farms in Missouri — lots of hard 
work as a family enterprise with two big 
differences, lots of rich top soil and almost 
no rocks.

“When I was a young judicial law clerk 
I opened court with these ending words 
‘All those having business before this court 
come forward and be heard. God save the 
United States and this honorable court.’ Every 
citizen in America has a right to be heard in 
our courts. I have accomplished that here 
as a judge.

“While I will miss many friends, church 
family and colleagues, I am looking forward 
to a new chapter in my life.”

Anthony hails from Memphis, Tenn., and 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree and 
master’s in education from the University of 
Memphis, the latter in 1981, before spending 
several years as an English teacher.

She completed her juris doctorate in 1989 

at the Washington University-St. Louis School 
of Law, and was licensed to practice law in 
Missouri and Illinois, beginning her legal 
career as a law clerk.

Anthony was a public defender in the 37th 
Judicial Circuit from 1993 to 2017 and entered 
into private practice in 2017.

In a letter submitted to Gov. Mike Parson, 
dated Jan. 30, Anthony explained health 
issues as part of the reason for retiring.

“It is with a heavy heart that I must retire 
from my position as Howell County Associate 
Judge, effective 30 days from this date,” she 
wrote. “I am concluding my cases under ad-
visement so that I leave my position without 
requiring cases to be reheard. Two rounds of 
COVID-19 and other health issues have made 
it impossible for me to continue.”

Anthony concluded the letter by offering 
the governor her opinion on individuals that 
make the final round of candidates for ap-
pointment to the seat, if needed. Anthony was 
elected in 2018 and 2022, each a four-year 
term. The process to appoint a replacement 
will now begin, which involves a review of 
applications of lawyers who wish to join the 
court by a commission, then an interview. 
The commission will next submit the names 
of three qualified candidates to Parson. Usu-
ally, the governor then interviews the three 
candidates and selects one within 60 days.

If a candidate is not selected by the gov-
ernor in that timeframe, the commission will 
select one of the three finalists.

After an appointed judge has served for 
at least a year, he or she will be placed on 
a nonpartisan judicial ballot at the next 
general election for retention for a full term 
of office.

W.P. Citywide Cleanup Week starts March 25
Typically held in mid to 

late April, this year’s West 
Plains Spring Citywide 
Cleanup has been sched-
uled for the week of March 
25, city officials announce.

Prior to the cleanup 
week, the Citywide Yard 
Sale will be held March 
21 through 23. During this 
time the $1 yard sale permit 
fee will be waived.

The annual spring 
cleanup gives residents 
an opportunity to tidy up 
around their properties and 
have most items hauled 
away free of charge. The 
Sanitation Department asks 
that waste be separated into 
five categories.

Those categories include 
regular refuse, including ex-
tra bagged or boxed trash; 
larger items like furniture 
and mattresses, which must 
be wrapped, such as with 
plastic and duct tape; and 
metals and white goods 
such as washers, dryers 
and stoves. Refrigerators 
and freezers with compres-
sors must have a certifica-
tion provided by a licensed 
technician the Freon has 
been removed before it will 
be collected.

In addition, residents may 
set out yard waste such as 
bagged leaves and grass 
clippings. Brush will not be 
collected curbside but may 

be dropped between 8 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. weekdays off at the 
Transfer Station, 1851 Old Airport 
Road, Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. free of charge during the 
clean-up week only.

The final category is recy-
clable items, which should be 
placed in or near the city-fur-
nished red bins.

To have tires picked up, call 
the Sanitation Department, 417-
255-2330 and leave a name 
and address. Tire collection 
fees have increased this year 
to $6.43 per passenger tire and 
$10.71 per passenger tire on a 

rim. Those fees were previously 
$2 and $3, respectively.

To prevent injuries to city 
employees, label and box 
all broken glass and have 
any small clean-up items 
bagged or boxed. Items con-
sidered hazardous including 
asbestos, waste from major 
demolition or renovation 
jobs, and items piled onto 
trailers or trucks will not be 
collected.

For more information or to 
request the delivery of a re-
cycle bin, call the Sanitation 
Department.

Wright Spray Foam
Insulators, LLC

FOAM INSULATION done RIGHT the

First Time!
Ervin Gingerich - 417-926-2052

B. Eli Yoder - 417-746-4932

Residential and Commercial
Spray foam insulation will make your home or business 

more comfortable and will lower your overall energy usage costs.

We always provide the highest quality work, and we promise to be professional and timely.

692705at

ALL PET
& equine supply

ALL PET
& equine supply

DOUBLE PUNCH DAY - FEB. 16

West Plains • 417-257-7975
709544ch

207 Aid Avenue • West Plains, MO
417-204-1455

OPEN
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS

10 AM - 2 PM

MENU - Eat in or carry out
•Everyday items such as

turkey & cheese, ham & cheese 
sandwiches, toasted or cold, served 

with chips & pickle

 •“Specials” change each day

•Dessert as available -
cake, cookies, pies, brownies

•Soft drinks, tea, bottled water

69
69

10
ch

114 W. Second • West Plains, MO
 417-256-3911

RICHARDS BROTHERS
FARM STORE

“The Friendly Headquarters  
For Friendly People”

66
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TEXT “FREE WASH” to 309-533-7992 to download the required mobile app. 
This program is only available at the car wash located at 1195 Preacher Roe Blvd (Near Walmart) You may contact us with any questions at 417-372-8074

“MUDBUSTER”
CLUB PACKAGE

$34.99
• Unlimited Automatic 

Wash of Choice

• 1 Wash Per Day

• Six Minute Self-Serve 
Wash Per Day

• Free Vacuums 24/7

Now Offering...
• Monthly Memberships
• Business Fleet Accounts
• Loyalty Program
• 2 Users Per Account

YOUR LOCALLY

OWNED

CAR WASH
OPEN
24/7
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Southern Missouri Builders Association
Presents the 32nd Annual

Home & Garden Show

Friday, March 1st 3:00 - 8:00 • Saturday, March 2nd 9:00 - 5:00 • Call 417-256-2422 for Information

“Creating strong communities... 
one building at a time”

Ticket Price $5.00 (Two Day Pass) • Children 12 And Under Free
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Local NEWS
Volunteers team up with Family Dollar to be ‘Cupid’s helpers’ on Valentine’s Day

By KIMBERLY LANGSTON,
KIMBERLYL@WPDAILYQUILL.NET

Fate, and perhaps some 
divine intervention, com-
bined on Wednesday with 
goodwill and volunteer-
ism in the nick of time to 
facilitate the delivery of 
balloons and chocolates 
to nursing home residents 
for Valentine’s Day.

West Plains Family Dol-
lar Store Manager Mary 
Robnette had organized 
a means for customers to 
donate toward the pur-
chase of Valentine treats to 
be delivered, but she had 
a big, unexpected problem 
that hit , literally, less than 
a week before the big day.

She usually uses her 
own vehicle to make the 
deliveries, but her car was 
out of commission after it 
struck a deer.

She was chatting with a 
customer, Judy Tuma, while 
ringing up her order. In the 
back of her mind, however, 
she was trying to work out 
how the deliveries were 
going to be made.

Tuma had a few things 
on her mind as well; her 
church had just purchased 
a van to transport its mem-

bers, but it had to be out-
fitted to be compliant with 
transporting the elderly 
and disabled. That was 
near the end of last week.

During that casual 
conversation, a solution 
was hit upon. “Judy was 
stressed about the van, 
and I was stressed about 
getting the deliveries 
made. It just worked,” Rob-
nette said.

Tuma started making 
calls and a team of volun-
teers from several church-
es was formed, and met 
Wednesday morning at 
Family Dollar.

In all, 270 balloons and 
33 boxes of chocolates 
were delivered to Brooke 
Haven Healthcare, NHC 
HealthCare, West Vue and 
Cedarhurst nursing homes 
by 13 volunteers using a 
bus and the van.

The volunteers were in 
part represented by the 
First Methodist Church, 
First Presbyterian Church, 
First Baptist Church, and 
Spring Creek Church, 
which is nondenomina-
tional.

A prayer expressing 
thanks for the opportunity 

West Plains Family Dollar employees and a small army of “Cupid’s helpers” met 
Valentine’s Day morning to help deliver balloons and chocolates to local nursing 
home residents. The treats were purchased with donations made by Family Dollar 
customers, and the idea was the brainchild of Store Manager Mary Robnette. A total 
of 270 balloons and 33 boxes of chocolates were delivered to Brooke Haven Health-
care, NHC HealthCare, West Vue and Cedarhurst by volunteers from the First United 
Methodist Church, First Presbyterian Church, First Baptist Church, and the nonde-
nominational Spring Creek Church. From left: Family Dollar Assistant Manager Kent 
Deweese, Vicki Shaw, Robnett, Michelle Stirewalt, Judy Tuma, Kristin Gullic, Kathy 
Schloss, Mary Jones, Carrie Brassfield, Chris Scharff, Loretta Bradshaw, Brandon Har-
ris, Melissa Heath, Charlie Brownley and Ellen Bivens.   STAFF / KIMBERLY LANGSTONWP City Council will meet Tuesday

West Plains City Council 
will hold its regular monthly 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day at City Hall, 1910 Holiday 
Lane.

Consent agenda items in-
clude approval of minutes 
from the Jan. 16 regular 
meeting and a Jan. 23 spe-
cial meeting; Planning and 
Zoning recommendations 
on a site development plan 
presented by Al Kharitonov; 
and the approval of bids for 
brass for inventory, a high 
service pump, surplus ve-
hicles, the water and sewer 
extension for Garner Villas 
Phase 1, and the purchase 
of a Parks and Recreation 
vehicle.

Authorization will be 
sought for the annual Mis-

souri Department of Trans-
portation Highway Safety 
Program and the reappoint-
ments of four Tourism Board 
members. They are Lindsey 
Thompson, Haley Mitchell, 
Michael Hullinger and Josh 
Cotter. The terms will expire 
in February 2026.

Also on the consent agen-
da is also the approval of 
a fireworks display during 
solar eclipse events at the 
Heart of the Ozarks Fair-
ground.

Guest Kathleen Morrissey 
will make a presentation 
about the Missouri Arts 
Council.

There will be second 
readings given of bills to be-
come ordinances. One will 
repeal and replace storm-

to serve the community 
and the mild, sunny weath-
er, was given before the 
groups left to make the 
special delivery.

water management code 
and another will amend or 
repeal six sections of city 
code regarding the munic-
ipal court.

The first reading of an 
ordinance to annex prop-
erty on Bill Virdon Boule-
vard owned by Justin Hud-
dleston and Kelsie Rasor 
Huddleston into city limits 
will be heard, and a resolu-
tion authorizing the mayor 
to execute an agreement 
with the Howell County 
Health Department for En-
vironmental Public Health 
Services will be voted on.

City Administrator Sam 
Anselm will give a report be-
fore the meeting adjourns.
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Local NEWS
Bobcats make strong showing at District 14 FBLA conference

Members of the Thayer 
High School Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA) 
Chapter attended the 2024 
District 14 FBLA Leadership 
Conference held Jan. 29 in 
Hartville.

Members representing 
Thayer FBLA at the confer-
ence attended workshops 
and competed in various 
events, shared adviser Tere-

sa Garrison, noting Thayer 
FBLA was well-represented 
in the competitive events 
with 32 members competing 
in over 26 events.

Members placing in the 
top five and receiving med-
als were Brady Justus, fourth 
place in Advertising; Jake 
McFann first place, Com-
puter Applications and first 
place, Public Policy & Ad-

vocacy; Lilly Quarles, third 
place, Computer Applica-
tions; Adeline Cypret, Lilly 
Quarles and Curtis Stockle, 
fourth place, Entrepreneur-
ship; Kylie Forrester, Aidan 
Harvey and Savannah Jack-
son, second place, Graphic 
Design, Savannah Jackson, 
third place, Introduction to 
Business Communications; 
Jaycelyn Wright, fourth place, 

Introduction to Marketing 
Concepts; Brooklyn Leonard, 
fifth place, Introduction to 
Parliamentary Procedures; 
Hailey Gorham, fifth place, 
Introduction to Public Speak-
ing; Mitchel Nelson. fourth 
place. Job Interview; Atley 
Woods. fifth place. Journal-
ism; Gus McFann. fifth place. 
Public Policy & Advocacy 
and third place Word Pro-

cessing; Michael Cali and 
Cayson Honeycutt. fourth 
place. Website Design; and 
Leah Quarles, fourth place, 
Word Processing.

Thayer student Gus Mc-
Fann presided over the 
meeting as the 2023-2024 
District 14 President. Nine-
teen schools participated 
in the district competitive 
events and over 524 mem-

bers were present at the 
conference, competing in 
39 events with 901 entries.

Justus, Jake McFann, For-
rester, Harvey, Jackson, Wright, 
Leonard, Woods and Gus Mc-
Fann will compete at the FBLA 
State Leadership Conference 
April 14 through 16 in Spring-
field. Garrison will accompany 
the students to the FBLA State 
Leadership Conference.

Front row, from left: Atley Woods, who placed in the top five; Crystal Edwards; Lilly Quarles, top five; Kaden Vardell; Kylie Forrester, top five; Ashlee Jackson; and Brooklyn 
Leonard, top five. Second row: Brendon Spencer, Michael Cali and Corwin Mullins; Mitchel Nelson, top five; Lilly Tucker; and top five placers Curtis Stockle, Adeline Cypret, 
Savannah Jackson, Hailey Gorham, Leah Quarles and Jaycelyn Wright. Back row: Skylar McDaniel, Dirk Deckard and Trenton Johnston; District 14 President Gus McFann and 
Jake McFann, top five; Dustin Adams; Brady Justus, top five; Brady Parker; Aidan Harvey, top five; and Jadyn Allen. Cayson Honeycutt also placed in top five.   COURTESY / 
THAYER SCHOOLS

Gross not among nominees presented to governor for appellate court vacancy
An Ozark County judge 

who applied to fill a vacancy 
on the Missouri Court of Ap-
peals is not among the three 
nominees submitted for Gov. 
Mike Parson’s consideration 
for appointment.

Following interviews held 

Monday in Springfield, the 
Appellate Judicial Commis-
sion submitted its panel of 
nominees to fill the vacancy 
on the Missouri Court of Ap-
peals, Southern District. The 
vacancy exists due to the 
October 2023 appointment of 

Judge Ginger K. Gooch to the 
Supreme Court of Missouri.

The commission was 
unanimous in its selection 
of the three nominees. After 
nearly 2.5 hours of public 
interviews, about an hour of 
deliberations and four rounds 

of balloting, the nominees are 
Matthew P. Hamner, Joseph L. 
Hensley and Bryan E. Nickell.

Hamner is a circuit judge 
and juvenile judge in the 26th 
Judicial Circuit (Camden, La-
clede, Miller, Moniteau and 
Morgan counties). He was 

born in 1976 and resides in 
Osage Beach. He earned his 
bachelor of arts, cum laude, 
in communication in 1998 
and his law degree in 2001, 
both from the University of 
Missouri-Columbia.

Hensley is an associate cir-
cuit judge and presiding juve-
nile judge in Jasper County 
(in the 29th Judicial Circuit). 
He was born in 1973 and 
resides in Joplin. He earned 
his bachelor of arts, summa 
cum laude and with honors, 
in psychology in 1995 and his 
law degree in 1998, both from 
the University of Missouri-Co-
lumbia.

Nickell is a private prac-
tice attorney with the Blan-
ton, Nickell, Collins, Douglas 
and Hanschen law firm in 
Sikeston. He was born in 1969 
and resides in Sikeston. He 
earned his bachelor of sci-
ence and bachelor of arts 
in accounting in 1991 from 

Southeast Missouri State Uni-
versity in Cape Girardeau and 
his law degree in 1994 from 
the University of Missouri-Co-
lumbia School of Law.

Associate 44th Circuit 
Judge Raymond Gross, who 
serves Douglas, Ozark and 
Wright counties, applied for 
the position along with six 
other candidates.

The governor has 60 days 
to select one member of the 
panel to fill the vacancy. If 
he does not make an ap-
pointment in that time, the 
Missouri Constitution directs 
the commission to make the 
appointment.

The commission is chaired 
by Chief Justice Mary R. Rus-
sell and is composed of Neil 
Chanter of Springfield, Con-
nie Cierpiot of Lee’s Summit, 
Timothy M. Drury of St. Louis, 
Jennifer Hardester of St. Louis, 
Sally Hargis of Springfield, and 
Kirk R. Presley of Kansas City.

         TRAIN TO BE A WELDER!

SOUTHERN MISSOURI TECHNICAL INSTITUTE
407 W. Thornburgh ST., WeST PlainS, Mo 65775 | 417.256.6152

WWW.SoMoTeCh.edu
FinanCial aid available To ThoSe Who QualiFy!     

70
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77
at

           $25 SAYS YOU CAN beat WINTER’S BLUES. 
Schedule your tour of warmth: 
CedarhurstWestPlains.com  
or call 417-815-3821. 

Cedarhurst of West Plains
1521 US Hwy 63 • West Plains, MO 65775

Warm and friendly • How you like your winter days

*Offer expires 2/29/24. 
Only one gift card per household, please.

After your tour, tell us how we did, and 
we’ll send you a $25 gift card.* 

701648at
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Auto
Burt Rutan, 
aviation pioneer-to--to-

By Chris Herbolsheimer

Today Metal to Rust is 
stepping outside of the 
bounds of automobiles, or 
at least the ones that stay 
on the ground.

Burt Rutan, an American 
aerospace engineer and 
entrepreneur, is a tower-
ing figure in aviation and 
spaceflight history. His inno-
vative designs and unorth-
odox approach to aircraft 
engineering have not only 
pushed the boundaries of 
aerospace technology but 
have also reshaped our 
understanding of what is 
possible in aviation. Rutan’s 
career is a testament to 
his genius, creativity, and 
relentless pursuit of excel-
lence, marking him as one 
of the most influential aero-
space engineers of the 20th 
and early 21st centuries.

What set Burt Rutan apart 
as an engineer and designer 
was his willingness to chal-
lenge conventional wisdom 
and explore designs that oth-
ers considered too radical 
or unfeasible. Rutan’s ap-
proach to aircraft design was 
characterized by a blend 
of art and science, where 
creativity and engineering 
rigor went hand in hand. 
He was not afraid to fail, un-
derstanding that innovation 
often requires taking risks 
and learning from mistakes. 
This mindset allowed him to 
explore unique aerodynamic 
concepts and construction 
materials, leading to the de-
velopment of aircraft that 
were not only technological-
ly advanced but also high-
ly efficient and capable of 
performing tasks previously 
deemed impossible.

One of Rutan’s crowning 
designs is the Voyager air-
craft, which made history 
in 1986 by becoming the 
first aircraft to fly around 
the world without stopping 
or refueling. This monumen-
tal achievement showcased 
Rutan’s ingenuity and his 
ability to solve complex en-
gineering challenges. The 
Voyager, designed with 
an extremely efficient lift-
to-drag ratio, was made 
of lightweight composite 
materials, which allowed it 
to carry an enormous fuel 
load relative to its weight. 
The success of the Voyager 
flight captured the world’s 
imagination and firmly es-
tablished Rutan’s reputation 
as a pioneering aerospace 
engineer.

Another significant mile-

Rutan’s flying car, the Bipod.

stone in Rutan’s career is 
the development of Space-
ShipOne, the world’s first 
privately-funded spacecraft 
to reach the edge of space. 
This achievement marked 
a pivotal moment in the 
commercial space industry, 
demonstrating the feasibility 
of private spaceflight and 
opening the door to space 
tourism. SpaceShipOne’s 
design, featuring a unique 
“feathering” re-entry system, 
allowed it to safely re-enter 
the Earth’s atmosphere after 
reaching suborbital space, a 
testament to Rutan’s inno-
vative thinking and design 
prowess.

Rutan’s fascination with 
canards, a small forward 
wing placed in front of the 
main wing of an aircraft, 
became a signature element 
of many of his designs. He 
often incorporated canards 
into his aircraft because he 
believed they offered sev-
eral advantages, including 
improved stall characteris-
tics, enhanced control and 
stability, and increased lift 
efficiency. Rutan’s use of 
canards was not merely a 
stylistic choice but a de-
liberate engineering deci-
sion aimed at improving the 
performance and safety of 
his aircraft. This design phi-
losophy is evident in aircraft 
such as the VariEze and 
Long-EZ, which not only 
became popular among 
homebuilders for their per-
formance but also for their 
distinctive appearance and 
handling characteristics.

Burt Rutan’s contributions 
to aerospace engineering 
extend beyond his individ-
ual designs. He has inspired 
countless engineers, pilots, 
and entrepreneurs to think 
outside the box and pur-
sue their own innovative 
projects. Rutan’s legacy is 
not just in the aircraft and 
spacecraft that bear his 
name but in the broader 
impact he has had on the 
aerospace industry, encour-
aging a culture of innovation 
and exploration.

Rutan once again left an 
indelible mark with the de-
velopment of the BiPod, a 
daring foray into the realm 
of flying cars. This venture, 
emerging from Rutan’s vi-
sionary mind, encapsulat-
ed his relentless pursuit of 
pushing the boundaries of 
conventional aviation and 
personal transport.

The BiPod, unveiled in 
2011, represents Rutan’s 

imaginative response to the 
perennial dream of a flying 
car. Designed and devel-
oped by Rutan’s company, 
Scaled Composites, the 
BiPod is a unique hybrid 
vehicle that combines the 
functionality of a car with 
the freedom and speed of 
an aircraft. Its name, BiPod, 
reflects its dual-mode na-
ture and innovative config-
uration.

Characteristically uncon-
ventional, the BiPod features 
a striking design with two 
fuselages. One fuselage 
houses the pilot during 
flight operations, while the 
other accommodates a pas-
senger or additional cargo. 
When operating as a car, the 
vehicle is driven from the 
right fuselage, underscoring 
its dual-purpose function-
ality. This unconventional 
design approach is a hall-
mark of Rutan’s engineering 
philosophy, blending practi-
cality with groundbreaking 
aerospace concepts.

The BiPod is equipped 
with a series of small, effi-
cient engines that power 
its flight, supplemented by 
electric motors for ground 
propulsion, showcasing a 
commitment to leveraging 
hybrid technologies. This 
setup not only enhances 
the vehicle’s versatility but 
also points to a sustain-
able approach to personal 
transportation, aligning with 
broader environmental con-
cerns and the push towards 
greener technologies.

Rutan’s development of 
the BiPod addresses sev-
eral technical challenges 
inherent in creating a via-
ble flying car. These include 
the need for a compact yet 
aerodynamically efficient 
design, the integration of 
dual propulsion systems, 
and the development of 
controls that are intuitive in 

both flight and automotive 
modes. By tackling these 
issues, the BiPod stands as 
a testament to Rutan’s in-
genuity and his team’s en-
gineering prowess.

Although the BiPod re-
mains a prototype and a 
proof of concept rather than 
a mass-produced vehicle, 
its significance extends far 
beyond its physical mani-

festation. It represents an-
other leap in Rutan’s illustri-
ous career, highlighting his 
undiminished capacity for 
innovation and his vision of 
a future where the bound-
aries between air and road 
travel are blurred.

Burt Rutan’s career is a 
story of relentless innova-
tion, boundless creativity, 
and the courage to pursue 

the unknown. His designs 
have not only advanced 
the frontiers of aerospace 
technology but have also 
challenged and expanded 
our understanding of flight. 
Rutan’s work serves as a 
reminder of the power of 
human ingenuity and the 
endless possibilities that 
await those bold enough to 
reach for the stars.

Transfer & 
Career Programs

A+ Scholarship
Accepted

Student Housing

417-255-7955 • WP.MISSOURISTATE.EDU
705206at

Howell County
Republican Caucus

Saturday, March 2, 2024
The Caucus replaces the normal Presidential Primary 

and is how the Missouri Republican Party sends Delegates
and Alternates to the Republican National Convention.
The caucus is how you, as a voter, will make your voice

heard in the nomination process for President of the
United States. No presidential candidate will be on 

the ballot at the August 6 primary in Missouri.

National Guard Armory
1315 Webster Avenue • West Plains, MO 65775

Agenda
                          8:00 a.m.            Event Registration*
                         10:00 a.m.          Caucus & Review Republican Platform

*You must be in line to register at 10:00 a.m. to participate*

       REQUIREMENTS
 • You must be a registered voter in Howell County
  • You must bring a valid, government-issued, photo ID
 • True and faithful Republican

* For more information about the
2024 caucus rules and to pre-register, visit

https://missouri.gop

Paid For by Howell County Republican Central Committee
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The Tragedy of West Plains 
The Unsolved Mystery of the BOND DANCE HALL EXPLOSION

By Chris Herbolsheimer

In the heart of Missouri, 
the small town of West 
Plains carries a histo-
ry marked by a cata-
strophic event that not 

only claimed lives but also 
left an indelible scar on 
the community. This arti-
cle delves into the tragic 
explosion that occurred 
on April 13, 1928, decimat-
ing the Bond Dance Hall 
and altering the course of 
West Plains’ history forever. 
Through detailed examina-
tion, this piece explores the 
events leading up to the 
disaster, its immediate af-
termath, the community’s 
response, and the lingering 
mysteries that remain un-
solved to this day.

Prelude to Tragedy
On the evening of April 

13, 1928, the Bond Dance 
Hall, a popular local venue, 
was alive with anticipation 
and the youthful energy of 
around fifty attendees. The 
hall, located on the second 
floor of a brick building on 
East Main Street, was a 
central hub for social gath-
erings, offering a space 
for dance, music, and the 
joyous camaraderie of the 
town’s younger population.

The Bond Dance Hall’s 
significance extended be-
yond a mere entertainment 
venue; it was a symbol 
of the communal spirit of 
West Plains. With its spa-
cious interior and lively 
atmosphere, it provided a 
perfect backdrop for the 
social life of the town’s 
youth. The hall was situat-
ed above the Wiser Motor 
Co. garage, which housed 
used cars and possibly 
hazardous materials, un-
knowingly setting the stage 
for disaster.

April 13, a date now syn-
onymous with bad luck, 
lived up to its reputation 
in the most tragic manner. 
The evening began like 
any other, with the dance 
band playing popular 
tunes of the era, and cou-
ples swaying on the dance 
floor, lost in the music and 
each other. The band, de-
ciding to extend their set, 
chose “At Sundown” for 
their final number before 
the scheduled intermission. 
This decision, seemingly 
innocuous, would later be 
remembered as the last 
moment of normalcy be-
fore chaos ensued.

As the band played and 
the dancers moved in 
rhythm, there was no in-
dication of the impending 
disaster. The air was filled 
with the sounds of music, 
laughter, and the shuffling 

See TRAGEDY,  Page A6
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WE OFFER TOYOTA SERVICE & PARTS, AN 

ONLINE INVENTORY AND OUTSTANDING 
FINANCING OPTIONS

VISIT US TODAY!

708840ch



	  WEST PL AINS DAILY QUILL WEST PL AINS DAILY QUILL  | |   February 17,  2024   February 17,  2024  |    |   GA ZE T TEGA ZE T TE    A7A7

708842ch

1343 Southern Hills Center • West Plains • 417-257-7531
southernhillsautoplaza.com

Specializing in late model
 pre-owned cars/trucks/suvs

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 2001
TERRIFIC FINANCING OPTIONS FOR EVERYONE

GUYS JUST WON’T”
“We do deals the other 

Southern Hills Auto Plaza

of feet on the wooden floor. 
The hall, lit by the soft glow 
of early electric lights, of-
fered a warm refuge from 
the dark night outside. The 
attendees, mostly young 
people, were immersed 
in the joy of the moment, 
unaware that their lives 
and their community were 
about to be changed for-
ever.

Below the dance hall, 
the Wiser Motor Co. garage 

 
From Page 6

See TRAGEDY,  Page B2

harbored conditions ripe 
for catastrophe. Used cars, 
possibly leaking gasoline, 
and other flammable ma-
terials were stored within 
its walls. The exact trigger 
for the explosion remains a 
mystery, but it is believed 
that something within this 
garage ignited, leading to 
the devastating blast that 
would tear through the 
dance hall above, leaving 
destruction in its wake.

The prelude to the trage-
dy of the Bond Dance Hall 
explosion was a conflu-

ence of ordinary moments 
and routine decisions that 
culminated in an extraor-
dinary disaster. The night 
began with the promise of 
enjoyment and ended in 
unimaginable horror. This 
section of history serves as 
a somber reminder of the 
fragility of life and the un-
foreseen dangers that can 
lurk within the most benign 
settings. As we delve deep-
er into the events of that 
night and its aftermath, the 
memory of those lost and 
the resilience of those who 

survived continue to shape 
the narrative of West Plains 
and its community.

The Explosion
At approximately 11:05 

p.m., the Bond Dance Hall 
and the small town of West 
Plains, Missouri, were for-
ever changed. An explosion 
of immense force erupted 
from the Wiser Motor Co. 
garage located directly be-
neath the dance hall. This 
devastating event occurred 
without warning, trans-
forming a scene of youthful 
exuberance and communal 

joy into one of chaos and 
tragedy in mere moments.

The explosion’s impact 
was catastrophic, with the 
force powerful enough to 
obliterate three brick build-
ings, including the dance 
hall itself, reducing them 
to rubble. The shockwave 
shattered windows across 
Court Square, sending 
shards of glass flying into 
the night, adding to the 
pandemonium and danger 
for those nearby. The blast 
was so intense that it was 
felt miles away from the 

epicenter, with reports of 
residents in surrounding 
areas hearing the explo-
sion and mistaking it for 
an earthquake or a distant 
thunderstorm.

In the immediate after-
math, the dance hall, once 
a place of laughter and mu-
sic, was engulfed in flames 
and smoke, casting an ee-
rie glow over the disaster 
scene. Survivors, dazed 
and injured, emerged from 
the ruins, while others were 
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Obituaries
GLEN ‘SHORTY’ WILBANKS

Dec. 12, 1945 — Feb. 12, 2024

Graveside services for 
Glen William “Shorty” Wil-
banks, 78, West Plains, Mo., 
were held at 10 a.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 15, 2024, at Antioch 
Cemetery, under the direc-
tion of Robertson-Drago 
Funeral Home.

Mr. Wilbanks passed 
away Monday, Feb. 12, 2024, 
at his home.

He was born Dec. 12, 1945, 
in West Plains to Paul “Pete” 
Jones Wilbanks, Jr., and 
Maude Ruth Layson Wil-
banks. On May 24, 2001, he 
was married in West Plains 
to Donna Fugate.

Mr. Wilbanks was a veter-
an, having served with the 

D E A T H 
N O T I C E

Kristin Crabtree
Kristin Michelle Crab-
tree, 43, Winona. Died at 
12:52 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
13, 2024, at SSM Health 
St. Joseph, St. Charles. 
Yarber Mortuary, Win-
ona.

United States Army. He was 
a dairy farmer and cattle 
hauler. Glen served as the 
board president of Peace 
Valley School for several 
years; he was a part of the 
first eighth grade class to 
graduate from Junction Hill 
School.

Shorty enjoyed watching 
and listening to the St. Louis 
Cardinals and Kansas City 
Chiefs on TV and radio. He 
enjoyed playing pitch and 
especially enjoyed watching 
his grandkids play ball. He 
loved his friends and family, 
was always willing to help 
anyone in need and always 
made others feel welcome. 
Glen also loved quail hunting 
with his friend Ronnie Bryan.

He is survived by his 
wife Donna Wilbanks, of 
the family home; two chil-
dren Scott Wilbanks and 
wife Brandee, Pomona, Mo., 
and Todd Wilbanks and fi-
ancée Jama, Peace Valley, 
Mo.; six grandchildren Brett 
Wilbanks, Mason Wilbanks 

(Shyanna), Weston Wil-
banks and wife Sharla, Ella 
Wilbanks, Braxton Wilbanks 
and Jaxton Wilbanks; two 
great-grandchildren Kasen 
and Bennett and one more 
on the way; two sisters Lin-
da Edgeller and husband 
Bruce, and Cora Jane Gunter 
and husband Sam, all of 
West Plains; two sisters-in-
law Joyce Nielsen, Pomo-
na, and Pat Caplinger, West 
Plains; and several nieces 
and nephews.

His parents; three broth-
ers Ray, Carl and Joseph 
Wilbanks; and one sister 
Sybil Pittinger preceded him 
in death.

Mr. Wilbanks lay in state 
from 6 until 8 p.m. Wednes-
day at Robertson-Drago 
Funeral Home. Memorial 
contributions may be made 
to Antioch Cemetery and 
may be left at or mailed to 
Robertson-Drago Funeral 
Home, 211 West Main St., 
West Plains, MO 65775. On-
line condolences may be 
left at www.robertsondrago.
com.

PATRICIA FIELDS

Patricia Ann Fields, 81, 
West Plains, Mo., passed 
away at 7:40 a.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 14, 2024, at NHC 
HealthCare.

She was born Sept. 24, 
1942, in West Plains to Wil-
liam Orval Fields and Mabel 

Jennings Fields.
Pat will lie in state from 

5 until 8 p.m. Monday, Feb. 
19, 2024, and 8:30 a.m. un-
til 5 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 20, 
2024, at Robertson-Drago 
Funeral Home. Private burial 
will be at Howell Memorial 

Park Cemetery. Memorial 
contributions may be made 
to St. Jude’s Children’s Re-
search Hospital and may be 
left at or mailed to Robert-
son-Drago Funeral Home, 
211 West Main St., West 
Plains, MO 65775.

Sept. 24, 1942 — Feb. 14, 2024

JACK BOWMAN

Graveside services for Jack 
Bowman, 69, West Plains, Mo., 
will be held at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 17, 2024, at Howell Memo-
rial Park Cemetery, under the 
direction of Robertson-Drago 
Funeral Home. 

Mr. Bowman passed away at 
3:25 p.m. Monday, Feb. 12, 2024, 
at his home.

He was born Aug. 24, 1954, 
in Wichita, Kan., to Gerald Na-
than Bowman and Evelyn Joyce 
Thornton Bowman. On June 19, 
2004, he was married in West 
Plains to Wanda Kibbe.

Before his retirement, Jack 
was the West Plains Regional 
Airport manager in Pomona, 
Mo. He loved airplanes and was 
president of Missouri Airport 
Manager Association.

Aug. 24, 1954 — Feb. 12, 2024
He enjoyed playing guitar, 

singing and going on motor-
cycle rides. He loved his family 
and friends. Mr. Bowman at-
tended Rescue Church.

He is survived by his wife 
Wanda Bowman, of the fami-
ly home; four children Sherry 
Bowman, Springfield, Mo., Cody 
James Bowman, Columbia, Mo., 
Jacque Collins, West Plains, and 
Veronica Rees and husband 
Joe, West Plains; five grand-
children Zachary Jones, Noah 
Jones, Dustin Collins, Cody Col-
lins and wife Sarah, and Khalees 
Rees; one great-grandchild 
Sapphire Collins; one brother 
Roy Lance, Rogersville, Mo.; 
two nephews Christopher and 

Austin Lance; and one great-
niece Amelia Lance.

His parents, first wife Patricia 
Bowman, son-in-law Matthew 
Collins, father-in-law and moth-
er-in-law Hobert and Lucille 
Moffis and one sister-in-law 
Reta Ann Weatherford preced-
ed him in death.

Visitation services were held 
from 6 until 8 p.m. Friday at Rob-
ertson-Drago Funeral Home. 
Memorial contributions may be 
made to the family and may 
be left at or mailed to Robert-
son-Drago Funeral Home, 211 
West Main St., West Plains, MO 
65775. Online condolences may 
be left at www.robertsondrago.
com.

693549ch

DIRECT CREMATION SERVICES
$1,550 

417-505-0052
West Plains, MO

www.alwaysfaithfulmemorialservices.com

Simple, straightforward, honest service you can trust
On-site crematory - Your loved one is our top priority

Always Faithful 
Memorial Services

No hidden fees, urn Included

To everyone who has supported us 
following the death of Tamara Walesky, 

we would like to express our sincere thanks 
and appreciation. Your many acts of 

kindness and sympathy continue to be a 
great comfort to us in our time of sorrow.

The family of Tamara Walesky
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Outdoors
Eclipse tips for viewing from Mark Twain National Forest
On April 8, the 2024 solar 

eclipse’s path of totality will sweep 
across many states, including a 
swath of Missouri and the Mark 
Twain National Forest within.

People will travel from around 
the world to see this celestial 
alignment. Anyone planning a visit 
to the Forest for the event can 
prepare by learning some “eclipse 
tips” about how to view it in a way 
that is safe and respectful of the 
natural beauty of the area. To learn 
more about where you

can go and what to do on the 
Forest, visit the Forest’s eclipse 

tips on the website at fs.usda.
gov/mtnf.

Be safe: Wear appropriate glass-
es. Ensure that the solar eclipse 
viewing glasses you have are au-
thentic and properly rated. NASA 
has solar eclipse viewing safety 
information online.

Be prepared and be patient: 
Unprecedented crowds could be 
in many areas around Mark Twain 
National Forest on and before 
April 8. Here are few tips to make 
your experience safer and more 
enjoyable:

• Drive cautiously and stay alert 

on the winding country roads; 
and do not pull over to watch the 
eclipse from the roadside, which 
could cause accidents, as many 
roads have blind corners. Pulling 
off roadsides could cause vehicles 
to get stuck and block traffic flow, 
since many roads have very little 
shoulder area.

• Pulling off in tall grass could 
also potentially cause a wildfire 
if the vehicle’s exhaust system is 
hot enough and the grass is dry 
enough.

• Bring a paper map of state 
roads in case you need to find 

alternate routes and find your-
self in an area without good cell 
reception.

• Visitors can also help care for 
the beautiful forest while here. 
Pack out what you pack in – bring 
garbage bags along with you to 
appropriately dispose of trash, in a 
dumpster or at home later, in case 
you are in an area with no trash 
cans or the ones at your site are full.

• After the eclipse, people may 
want to stick around for a while to 
avoid any traffic jams that could 
occur if everyone goes home at 
the same time.

Behold! Viewing an eclipse can 
be a once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity. Where better to witness 
an event that speaks to the in-
credible workings of the universe 
than within the natural beauty of 
Missouri’s Ozarks? Additionally, 
information about eclipse viewing 
events across Missouri can

be found at moeclipse.org. 
There is plenty to see and do in 
communities around the Forest for 
those that choose to come early 
or stay a while longer to enjoy 
the food and fun in communities 
around the Forest.

Learn about wildlife diseases at 
Feb. 20 MDC virtual program

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. – Avian flu and rabies 
are examples of diseases that frequently 
make news, yet many people don’t know the 
specifics about where these diseases are 
found and how they circulate throughout 
wildlife populations.

People can learn more about these and 
other common wildlife diseases at the Mis-
souri Department of Conservation’s (MDC) 
free virtual program “Wildlife: Nature’s Com-
mon Diseases.” This online program will be 
from 3-4 p.m. on Feb. 20 and is being put 
on by the staff of MDC’s Springfield Conser-
vation Nature Center. This program is open 
to ages 12 and up and will include photos 
of dead and diseased animals. People can 
register for this event at:

https://mdc-event-web.s3licensing.com/
Event/EventDetails/197642

At this program, MDC Naturalist Sam 
Grove will discuss common wildlife dis-
eases found in Missouri such as avian flu, 
rabies, and distemper. She will discuss how 
they spread, what animals are affected, and 

what MDC scientists are doing to study 
and track these diseases.

Though this program is free, registra-
tion is required. To participate, use the 
link above. Registrants must provide an 
e-mail, so a program link can be sent 
to them. This program will include a 
chat-based question-and-answer period 
where participants can interact with the 
presenters.

MDC’s Springfield Conservation Nature 
Center is located in southeast Springfield 
at 4601 S. Nature Center Way .People can 
stay informed about upcoming programs 
at the nature center and other MDC 
facilities by signing up for text alerts 
and e-mail bulletins. People who have 
questions about upcoming events or how 
to sign up for text alerts from the nature 
center can call 417-888-4237.

Staff at MDC facilities across the state 
are holding virtual and in-person pro-
grams. A listing of these programs can 
be found at mdc.mo.gov/events.

Spring Forward:
By Quill Staff

As February unfolds, gar-
deners and homeowners 
alike turn their thoughts to-
wards spring and the prom-
ise of lush, green lawns. Pre-
paring your lawn for spring 
during the final weeks of 
winter is crucial for achiev-
ing a healthy turf in the com-
ing months. This detailed 
guide outlines the essential 
steps to take in February to 
ensure your lawn emerges 
from its winter dormancy 
vibrant and full of life.
1. Evaluate Your Lawn’s 

Condition
Start with a thorough eval-

uation of your lawn’s condi-
tion. Look for areas of dam-
age from winter weather, 
pests, or disease. Identifying 
these problems early can 
help you address them more 
effectively as the weather 
warms. Pay special attention 
to any signs of soil com-
paction or thatch build-up, 
as these issues can hinder 
grass growth.
2. Plan for Early Spring 

Aeration
If you’ve noticed areas of 

compaction or your lawn is 
prone to heavy thatch, plan 
for aeration in early spring. 
Aeration involves perforating 
the soil with small holes to 
allow air, water, and nutri-
ents to penetrate the grass 
roots. This helps the roots 
grow deeply and produce 
a stronger, more vigorous 
lawn. February is the perfect 
time to schedule aeration for 
early spring, as it’s best done 
when the lawn is actively 
growing.

3. Soil Testing and 
Amendment

Testing your soil’s pH and 
nutrient levels in Febru-
ary gives you ample time 
to amend the soil before 
the growing season begins. 
Most grass types thrive in 
slightly acidic to neutral soil 
(pH 6.0 to 7.0). If your soil test 
reveals imbalances, use this 
time to adjust the pH or ap-
ply the necessary nutrients 
as recommended by the soil 
test results.

4. Tackle Weeds Early
Late winter is an ideal 

time to apply a pre-emer-
gent herbicide to prevent 
common spring weeds from 
taking root. Pre-emergent 
herbicides work by creating 
a barrier at the soil surface 
that affects weed seeds as 
they germinate. Be sure 
to choose a product that 
is suitable for your grass 
type and the specific weeds 
you’re targeting.
5. Overseed Thin or Bare 

Patches
If you have cool-season 

grass, late winter to early 
spring is a good time to 
overseed any thin or bare 
patches in your lawn. 
Choose a grass seed that 
matches your existing lawn 
and consider mixing it with a 
slow-release nitrogen fertil-
izer for better establishment. 
Keep the seeded areas moist 
until germination occurs.

6. Fertilize 

Essential February Lawn Care Steps for a Lush, Vibrant Garden
Appropriately

While heavy fertilization 
is best saved for later in 
the spring when the grass 
is actively growing, apply-
ing a light application of a 
balanced, slow-release fer-
tilizer in late February can 
help prepare your lawn for 
the growing season. Be 
cautious with the amount 
and type of fertilizer you 
use, as too much nitrogen 
can harm your lawn and 
contribute to runoff prob-
lems.

7. Mower and Tool 
Maintenance

February is an excellent 
time to perform mainte-
nance on your lawn mower 
and other gardening tools. 
Sharpen mower blades to 
ensure clean cuts, which 
are healthier for the grass. 
Also, check and repair any 
lawn irrigation systems so 
they’re ready to go when 
needed.

8. Mulching and 
Edging

Prepare garden beds 
adjacent to your lawn by 
applying a fresh layer of 
mulch. Mulching not only 
improves the appear-
ance of your garden beds 
but also helps retain soil 
moisture and suppress 
weeds. Edging the beds 
can provide a clean and 
tidy border, enhancing the 

overall look of your lawn 
and garden.

9. Watering Strategy
As the weather begins to 

warm, adjust your watering 
strategy accordingly. While 
overwatering can be as 
harmful as underwatering, 
maintaining a consistent 
moisture level can be ben-
eficial, especially for newly 
overseeded areas. Follow 
local watering guidelines 
and consider the rainfall 
in your area to determine 
the need for supplemental 
watering.

10. Pest and Disease 
Monitoring

Start monitoring for signs 
of pests and diseases early 
in the season. Early de-
tection and treatment can 
prevent these issues from 
becoming major problems 
later in the year. Keep an 
eye out for common lawn 
pests and any symptoms 
of fungal diseases.

By taking these steps in 
February to prepare your 
lawn for spring, you set 
the stage for a healthy, 
vibrant turf that can with-
stand the challenges of the 
growing season. Patience, 
diligence, and a proactive 
approach to lawn care in 
the late winter months can 
yield rewarding results in 
the form of a lush, green 
landscape.

www.westplainsdailyquill.net 

417-256-9191
205 Washington Ave 

West Plains, MO 65775
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F R O M  T H E  P U B L I S H E R

Local OPINION

Dear Readers,
This week at the West 

Plains Daily Quill has been 
nothing short of extraordinary. 
Your calls, your messages, 
your words of appreciation, 
they’ve been like unexpected 
postcards from a friend, 
brightening our days and 
reaffirming the value of our 
work. To each of you who took 
the time to reach out with 
kind words about my writing, 
or the overall efforts of our 
team, I want to say a heartfelt 
thank you. It’s hard to convey 
the depth of my gratitude, 
but I hope you can sense the 
sincerity in these words.

At the Quill, our mission 
has always been to craft 
stories that matter, to shed 
light on the truths of our time, 
and to provide a voice to our 
community. I won’t lie, it’s 
a grind. The late nights, the 
constant search for the next 
lead, the diligence in fact-
checking, it’s all part of the 
relentless pace we keep to 
bring you an edition you can 
trust and enjoy. And while 
we’re no strangers to criticism, 
which is part and parcel of the 
newspaper biz, it’s the pats 
on the back that often feel few 
and far between. So, when you 
tell us we’ve gotten something 
“right,” it’s like a shot in the 

arm, a little extra fuel to keep 
our engines running.

I want you to know that your 
thoughts don’t just vanish into 
the ether. We read them, we 
discuss them, and we take 
them to heart. And here’s 
something else: We’re all ears 
for what you think deserves 
a spotlight in our pages. Got 
a tip on a topic, a person, or 
an organization that’s doing 
something special? Shoot it 
our way. Saw a feature in our 
paper that reminded you of 
someone or something equally 
deserving of attention? Tell 
us. We’re all about sharing the 
love and the limelight.

But let’s get one thing 
straight, we’re not in the 
business of playing favorites. 
This isn’t about who knows 
whom or who’s got the 
flashiest story. We strive for 
stories that resonate, that 

mean something, that bring 
a little more understanding 
or joy into your day. Sure, we 
can’t catch everything that’s 
going on around town, and 
sometimes we miss a beat. 
That’s where you come in. If 
you think there’s a gap in our 
coverage, let’s hear it. The only 
thing I ask is that we skip the 
“why this and not that” spiel. 
Fairness isn’t about tit-for-
tat. It’s about sharing diverse 
perspectives and celebrating 
our community in all its facets.

So, keep those suggestions 
coming, and remember, it’s not 
just our newspaper, it’s yours 
too. We’re just the stewards, 
and you are the beating heart 
of West Plains.

Let’s wrap this up on a 
high note, shall we? Spring 
is knocking on the door, the 
days are getting longer, and 
somewhere out there, a story 
waits to be told. A story of 
triumph, of kindness, of West 
Plains at its finest. Here’s to 
the stories ahead, and to the 
community we build, one 
edition at a time.

Warm Regards, 
Chris Herbolsheimer 

Publisher 
West Plains Daily Quill 
& West Plains Gazette

CAPITOL REPORT:
Tax relief for Missouri’s 
working-class families

By U.S. REP. JASON SMITH,
Republican, Missouri 8th District

When my colleagues selected me to lead the Ways 
and Means Committee in Congress, which has 
responsibility for writing our tax laws, I promised 
that my number one priority would be looking out 
for the interests of working-class Americans, small 

businesses, and family farmers. From day one in my role as chairman, I 
have worked around 
the clock to write 
legislation that would 
deliver on that prom-
ise. The Tax Relief for 
American Families 
and Workers Act, a 
pro-worker, pro-fami-
ly, and pro-American 
tax cuts package will 
directly benefit thou-
sands of hardwork-
ing families in south-
east and south-cen-
tral Missouri. Having 
passed the House of 
Representatives with 
overwhelming sup-
port on Jan. 31, this 
bill is one step closer 
to becoming law.

A key pillar of 
the legislation are 
reforms to the Child 
Tax Credit (CTC). The 
CTC is critically im-

portant to the working-class families I am fighting for in Washington. 
It was originally created by Republicans back in the 1990s to give fam-
ilies struggling with the high costs of raising a family some additional 
tax relief. In 2017, President Donald Trump’s landmark Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act (TCJA) doubled the CTC to $2,000.

More than 73,920 families in southeast and south-central Missouri 
claim the CTC. Thanks to the tax relief legislation, a family with three 
children making minimum wage would now be eligible for a $5,400 
credit, which is the maximum amount per child. If Congress does not 
send this bill to the president’s desk, that same family would only be 
eligible for a credit of $3,462.60. With all the struggles families are fac-
ing because of the Biden economy, that is desperately needed relief.

In the TCJA, President Trump prioritized making sure that illegal im-
migrants were not given these generous benefits meant to help work-
ing American families. For the first time ever in the history of the Child 
Tax Credit, we added a Social Security Number protection. Prior to 
2017, that never existed. This new law extends those strong protections 
that prevent illegal immigrants from being able to receive the CTC. 
However, that provision in the TCJA that established guardrails pre-
venting illegal immigrants from benefiting from the CTC is set to expire 
at the end of 2025. It requires congressional action to extend or make 
it permanent; yet another reason why Congress should act quickly to 
get the Tax Relief for American Families and Workers Act enacted into 
law.

Today’s economy is incredibly tough for farmers and ranchers, 
whether it is the skyrocketing cost of fertilizer, diesel, or equipment. 
That is exactly why I worked to include a provision in this new tax re-
lief package to raise the expensing cap for small businesses and farm-
ers. This will directly benefit more than 30,000 farmers and ranchers 
in southeast and south-central Missouri. In addition, the bill’s 100% im-
mediate expensing provision will allow farmers and ranchers to write 
off the equipment and machinery they use to produce the best food, 
feed, and fertilizer found anywhere in the world.

Anyone who runs a farm, ranch, or business knows how costly and 
time consuming it can be to deal with burdensome red tape. Under 
the Tax Relief for American Families and Workers Act, the reporting 
threshold for businesses that use subcontract labor would increase 
from $600 to $1,000 and be indexed for inflation — the first update 
to that threshold since the 1950s. For example, under current law, a 
rancher who pays someone more than $600 to haul hay or put up a 
fence would have to fill out a 1099 tax form. By increasing the thresh-
old to $1,000, farmers, ranchers, and small businesses will have less 
paperwork and more time to spend running their operations.

As a family farm owner, I know how critically important it is to invest 
in agriculture research, including finding ways to produce more with 
less and increasing crop resiliency. The Tax Relief for American Fami-
lies and Workers Act allows businesses of all sizes to immediately de-
duct the cost of their U.S.-based research and development (R&D) in-
vestments instead of over five years. On my annual Farm Tours, I have 
visited numerous innovative, tech-driven ag businesses in southeast 
and south-central Missouri that use research to help farmers maximize 
production and achieve their crop goals. The R&D provision is just 
another example of how this bill will help businesses grow and create 
more economic opportunities for our farmers and ranchers.

I look forward to working with the United States Senate to get this 
bill to the President’s desk to deliver the relief Missouri families, farm-
ers and businesses desperately need.

{h6 style=”text-align: right;”}Editor’s Note: Political commentary 
published in the West Plains Daily Quill is provided by elected officials 
and does not reflect the opinions of the Quill or its staff. The content of 
the reports are not vetted by the Quill and readers are encouraged to 
fact-check the reports and draw their own conclusions.{/h6}

F R O M  T H E 

P UB  L I S H E R ’ S
U.S. Rep. Jason Smith, 8th District,  
Missouri   COURTESY 

EDITORIAL: 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS,
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

What does the Missouri Legisla-
ture have against women?

It’s a question that feels more 
pressing all the time lately. And not 
just because of the near-total ban 
on abortion rights that the state 
imposed literally minutes after the 
Supreme Court’s reversal of Roe v. 
Wade in 2022.

Despite already realizing their 
most long-held, fundamental goal, 
the Republicans who control state 
government still seem determined 
to continue transforming Missouri 
into some real-life version of the dys-
topian novel “The Handmaid’s Tale.”

In recent days alone, they have 
tried to nix funding for the con-
traceptive services provided by 
Planned Parenthood, have moved 
to prevent a fair referendum vote on 
abortion rights, and — in a remark-
able demonstration of the callous-
ness at the heart of their movement 
— summarily defeated proposals to 
allow abortion exceptions for rape 
victims.

Missouri’s abortion ban is as strict 
as any in the nation, outlawing the 
procedure in all cases, including 
rape and incest, with only a vague-
ly defined exception for “medical 
emergencies.”

The specter of re-victimizing rape 
and incest victims, including minors, 

by forcing them to continue the 
pregnancy has made even many an-
ti-abortion rights advocates around 
the country amenable to those ex-
ceptions.

But when Democrats on Feb. 7 
proposed such exceptions in the 
Missouri Senate, every Republican 
present reaffirmed commitment to 
this cruelty by voting it down.

Comments in floor debate by Sen. 
Sandy Crawford, R-Buffalo, were 
especially illuminating regarding 
the party’s mindset. She allowed 
that rape is “ mentally taxing,” but 
declared: “God is perfect. God does 
not make mistakes. And for some 
reason he allows (rape) to happen. 
Bad things happen.”

Just for the record, rape isn’t 
“mentally taxing” — it’s deeply trau-
matic. And American lawmakers are 
supposed to advance the public’s 
interests, not their personal religious 
views.

Polls indicate that if Missouri vot-
ers were given the opportunity, the 
majority would reinstate abortion 
rights here. Which explains the con-
tinuing determination of Republican 
lawmakers to change the rules in or-
der to make statewide referendums 
more difficult to pass.

The latest proposal would require 
majority support from voters in more 
than half of the state’s 163 House 
districts, instead of just a majority of 

all voters statewide. It’s a process 
that, according to an analysis by 
the Missouri Independent, could 
mathematically empower as few 
as 20% of the state’s voters to 
determine the outcome of any 
referendum and give rural areas 
virtual veto power over every bal-
lot measure.

It’s a direct assault on the demo-
cratic principle of one person, one 
vote, with a clear goal in mind. As 
Tim Jones, state director of the 
hard-right Missouri Freedom Cau-
cus, bluntly told the Independent, 
doing it that way would be “better 
for folks on the right side of the 
political spectrum” — meaning, 
worse for women and their sup-
porters who are trying to restore 
abortion rights.

Separately, legislative Re-
publicans are continuing their 
yearslong campaign to cut off all 
public Planned Parenthood fund-
ing in Missouri.

To be clear: Planned Parent-
hood no longer provides abortion 
services in Missouri because of 
the state ban. So what legislators 
would cut off with the defunding 
effort is contraceptive services, 
cancer screening, STI testing and 
other women’s health care still 
provided by the organization.

But, hey — “Bad things happen.” 
Especially for women in Missouri.

Missouri’s war on women targets rape  
victims, health care — and democracy itself
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Farm

 Livestock Weighted Average Report for 2/13/2024 (Final)

  VIDEO AUCTION
		  This Week	 Last Reported		
			   2/6/2024	  
Total Receipts: 	 527	 1,064	
Feeder Cattle:	 527 (100.0%)	 1,064 (100.0%)	  

Special Notes: Video Auctions start at 1:30 p.m. during the Tuesday feeder sale.

Demand was good on a moderate supply for this Video Auction held in 
conjunction with ORS’ regular feeder cattle sale. The cattle offered are in 
Arkansas and Missouri. All deliveries are current through May 15, 2024. Current 
deliveries are cattle that will be delivered up to 14 days from the video sale date. 
Current delivery is through February 27, 2024. Supply included: 100% Feeder 
Cattle (78% Steers, 22% Heifers). Feeder cattle over 600 lbs was 100%. Feeder 
Cattle prices FOB based on net weights after a 2-3% pencil shrink or 
equivalent, with a 8-12 cent slide > 600 lbs and 0 cent slide < 600 lbs.

  FEEDER  CATTLE

South Central
(KS, MO, NM, OK, TX)
 STEERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Est. Wt )
	 Delivery	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price
	 Current	 85	 625	 625	 258.00	 258.00

Southeast
(AL, AR, FL, GA, KY, LA, MS, NC, SC, TN, VA, WV)
STEERS - Medium and Large 1 (Per Cwt / Est. Wt )
	 Delivery	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price
	 Current	 65	 830	 830	 233.00	 233.00	
		  62	 850	 850	 233.00	 233.00	
	 May	 165	 925	 925	 228.25	 228.25

HEIFERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Est. Wt )
	 Delivery	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price
	 Current	 80	 650	 650	 234.00	 234.00	
		  70	 760	 760	 216.25	 216.25

Ozarks  Regional  Stockyards   Video  Auction  - West   Plains, MO

Please Note: The above USDA LPGMN	price report is reflective of the majority of classes and grades of 
livestock offered for sale. There may be instances where some sales do not fit within reporting guidelines 
and therefore will not be included in the report. Prices are reported on an FOB basis, unless otherwise noted.

Source: USDA AMS Livestock, Poultry & Grain Market News | MO Dept of Ag Market News - Dan Hill, 
Market Reporter | Jefferson City, MO	| (573)751-5618 | www.ams.usda.gov/lpgmn | https://mymarketnews.
ams.usda.gov/ |	https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov/viewReport/3416

Please Note:   The above USDA LPGMN price report is reflective of the majority of classes and grades 
of livestock offered for sale. There may be instances where some sales do not fit within reporting guidelines 
and therefore will not be included in the report. Prices are reported on an FOB basis, unless otherwise noted.

Source: USDA AMS Livestock, Poultry & Grain Market News, MO Dept of Ag Market News - Dan Hill, 
Market Reporter,  Jefferson City, MO | (573) 751-5618 |www.ams.usda.gov/lpgmn ; https://mymarketnews.
ams.usda.gov/ | https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov/viewReport/1249

 Livestock Weighted Average Report for 2/13/2024 - Final
AUCTION

		  This Week	 Last Reported	 Last Year
			   2/6/2024	  
Total Receipts: 	 3,463	 5,643	 3,649
Feeder Cattle:	 3,463(100.0%)	 5,643(100.0%)	              3,649(100.0%)
Special Note: An additional 527 head sold through the Video Auction.
***Close***
Compared to last week, feeder steers and heifers were unevenly steady. Steer and 
heifer calves were steady to 6.00 higher with most of the gain on heifers calves and 
peewee steers. Demand was good on a moderate supply. The quality of the offering 
was good with most of the larger drafts made up of seven and eight weight feeders. 
The weather was a little more seasonal this week with some rain and snow showers, 
with warmer temperatures in the forecast. Supply included: 100% Feeder Cattle (53% 
Steers, 43% Heifers, 3% Bulls). Feeder cattle supply over 600 lbs was 58%.
  FEEDER  CATTLE
STEERS - Medium and Large 1 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 30	 358-392	 381	 333.00-360.00	 342.98		
	 48	 405-448	 425	 325.00-342.50	 330.84		
	 74	 450-490	 480	 318.00-340.00	 321.86		
	 74	 502-536	 520	 305.00-328.00	 313.97		
	 49	 550-589	 572	 285.00-297.50	 289.98		
	 142	 602-645	 631	 262.50-278.00	 269.76		
	 31	 660-699	 679	 54.00-269.00	 260.13		
	 123	 702-748	 733	 242.50-259.00	 249.63		
	 88	 752-788	 766	 245.00-265.00	 250.50		
	 40	 802-808	 804	 237.50-255.50	 246.09		
	 170	 861-894	 877	 220.00-226.50	 223.79		
	 9	 938	 938	 214.00	 214.00		
	 19	 986	 986	 201.00	 201.00

STEERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 16	 365-396	 383	 302.50-330.00	 311.88		
	 11	 407-449	 435	 305.00-315.00	 310.38		
	 54	 460-494	 475	 287.50-312.50	 301.05		
	 26	 505-544	 525	 292.50-297.50	 294.79		
	 57	 552-595	 584	 268.00-284.00	 277.39		
	 48	 615-647	 628	 252.00-260.00	 255.83		
	 89	 650-686	 675	 230.00-250.00	 243.50		
	 11	 713-734	 721	 233.00-240.00	 237.61		
	 34	 781-799	 787	 217.00-231.00	 20.65		
	 28	 810-849	 842	 210.00-226.00	 221.69		
	 30	 853-899	 868	 200.00-211.00	 207.88		
	 47	 902-934	 919	 187.00-207.00	 193.87		
	 45	 1090	 1090	 160.00	 160.00	 Fleshy	

STEERS - Medium and Large 2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 5	 565-577	 572	 250.00-252.50	 250.99		
	 20	 670-685	 675	 195.00-220.00	 206.42

STEERS - Large 1 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 6	 618	 618	 275.00	 275.00		
	 8	 727	 727	 255.00	 255.00		
	 18	 771	 771	 236.00	 236.00		
	 5	 858	 858	 221.00	 221.00

STEERS - Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 6	 598	 598	 270.00	 270.00		
	 12	 698	 698	 255.00	 255.00

STEERS - Medium 1 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 12	 609-611	 610	 265.00-267.50	 265.83		
	 14	 687	 687	 255.00	 255.00		
	 6	 701	 701	 249.00	 249.00		

STEERS - Medium 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 8	 416	 416	 300.00	 300.00		
	 7	 471-490	 479	 267.50-290.00	 280.14		
	 9	 588-590	 589	 251.00-276.00	 267.65

HEIFERS - Medium and Large 1 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
 	 12	 362-392	 378	 297.50-302.50	 301.20		
	 77	 410-442	 429	 290.00-310.00	 295.85		
	 10	 417	 417	 320.00	 320.00	 Fancy	
	 20	 454-477	 462	 270.00-292.50	 279.09		
	 146	 500-540	 521	 260.00-279.00	 268.50		
	 139	 550-597	 566	 247.50-272.00	 258.20		
	 90	 605-644	 624	 235.00-254.00	 241.75		
	 88	 664-692	 679	 239.00-250.00	 243.07		
	 76	 709-744	 728	 218.00-225.00	 222.59		
	 83	 750-783	 768	 211.00-228.50	 220.05		
	 62	 809-831	 826	 211.00-216.00	 212.03

HEIFERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 11	 338-348	 343	 267.50-287.50	 280.61		
	 16	 350-397	 368	 275.00-285.00	 280.00		
	 74	 405-445	 421	 260.00-282.00	 274.79		
	 48	 451-495	 480	 251.00-270.00	 257.25		
	 25	 530-545	 538	 249.00-257.50	 252.39		
	 14	 577-594	 583	 235.00-245.00	 239.32		
	 11	 648	 648	 230.00	 230.00		
	 58	 664-699	 681	 210.00-229.00	 222.50		
	 10	 712-728	 717	 192.50-208.00	 201.50		
	 13	 821-825	 823	 185.00-192.00	 189.30		
	 6	 1022	 1022	 171.00	 171.00	 Fleshy

HEIFERS - Medium and Large 2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 22	 400-430	 411	 227.50-250.00	 245.49		
	 6	 512	 512	 210.00	 210.00		
	 31	 955-969	 960	 130.00-135.00	 133.37

HEIFERS - Large 1 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 8	 461	 461	 275.00	 275.00		
	 9	 652	 652	 234.00	 234.00		
	 8	 744	 744	 227.00	 227.00		
	 7	 799	 799	 214.00	 214.00
 
 
	HEIFERS - Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 6	 679	 679	 220.00	 220.00

	HEIFERS - Medium 1 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 18	 506-511	 507	 252.50-257.50	 256.10		
	 25	 615	 615	 240.00	 240.00

	HEIFERS - Medium 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 5	 676	 676	 200.00	 200.00		
	 6	 748	 748	 200.00	 200.00

BULLS - Medium and Large 1 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 16	 378-398	 387	 317.50-320.00	 318.87		
	 14	 489-492	 490	 287.50-302.50	 293.95		
	 5	 564	 564	 250.00	 250.00

BULLS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 5	 429	 429	 265.00	 265.00		
	 16	 539-546	 544	 247.50-259.00	 256.15		
	 12	 587-88	 588	 236.00-240.00	 239.00		
	 7	 1070	 1070	 130.00	 130.00		
	 5	 1116	 1116	 125.00	 125.00		
	 11	 1167	 1167	 125.00	 125.00

Tue Feb 13, 2024

Wheeler Livestock Auction
Special Stock Cow Sale

Osceola, MO
SAT., FEB 24, 2024 • 6:00 P.M.

Expecting 900 Bred Cows, Cow Calf Pairs & Breeding Bulls

New Day Genetics Bull Sale Saturday, November 4, 2017 @ 1:00 p.m.Feeder Sale- Thursdays at 11 a.m. central               
Special Feeder Sales are Feb 29th March 7th, 21st 
Seedstock Plus-Red Rewards Sale March 9th, 2024

March Stock Cow Sale- March 30th, 2024 at 6 p.m. central

FIELD REPS
Darwin Hearting 417-296-1029 
Burleigh Wheeler 417-840-6561

Lyndon Ropp 918-325-1616
Kevin Wade 660-492-3279
Tim Sherrer 573-855-1951

Denver McGinnis 417-399-2701
Sam Francka 417-399-7113

Red Whistance 417-276-7909
Les Tennis 417-466-8786

Osceola, MO • 685 SE 13 Hwy., PO Box 560
          BARN 417-646-8102

Bid online on CattleUSA • www.wheelerlivestock.com 
• Like us on Facebook-Wheeler Livestock Auction

Alan Peace- 
• 5 Char bulls, 1 Horned Herf bull. All home-raised, virgin 
bulls coming 2 years, full vax program. Chars papered. 
Poynter Farms Dispersal- 
• Yellow Bfmstr. bull 3 yrs old
Kent Freeman- 
• 2 -17 mo old Reg Blk Gelbv. Bulls. Papered
George Ranch-
• 2 Polled Herf bulls, 2 yrs. Ready to turn out.

John Taylor- 
• 18 Fancy BWF Hfrs, 2 yrs, 1200#, AI bred to CE Briarwood 
bull. Set to calve Mar 15 for 30 days. These hfrs are 
home-raised, pelvic measured and have complete health 
program
Steinmark- 
• 27 Red Saler Hfrs, 2 yrs, 1100#, bred 3rd. These hfrs 
will calve March 1st. Bred to CE Saler bull. 50 years of 
breeding, best of genetics, gentle, complete health 
program
Randy Williams- 
• 10 Red Beefmaster cows 3 yrs bred 2nd to Red Bfmstr 
bull. These hfrs are all home-raised, gentle, all raised 1st 
calf, complete health program
Richard Piper Complete Dispersal- 
• 105 cows 3 yr- BM, 1200#, 20 calves on side, rest bred 
2nd-3rd to Top Red and Blk Sim/Ang bulls. 50 are Blk-BWF, 
rest are Red&Yellow CharX. Good calf raisers.
Danny Marshall Dispersal- 
• 80 Fancy Blk Ang & Sim/Ang X cows 3-6 yrs, 1250#  20 
Fancy Red Ang X cows 3-6 yrs, 1250#, All bred back to Top 
bulls, start calving March 1st. Cows are gentle, complete 
mineral and health programs
George Ranch- 
• 52 Blk & BWF cows 3-7 yrs, bred 2nd/3rd to Ang or Herf 
bull. Good gentle calf-raisers.
Michael Miller- 
• 25 cows 5-7 yrs at 1200#. Bred Red Ang or Herf bulls to 
calve April 1st. Good calf raising set
Poynter Farms Dispersal- 
• 33 Blk & BWF, 3-6 yrs with calves on side or bred 3rd.  28 
Red & Yel Char X cows 3-6 with calves on side or bred 3rd. 
Selling herd bull also.
Arnold Farm- 
• 60 Blk cows 3-7 yrs, 1250#, with 60 Char & Blk calves 
up to 500#. Cows bred back to Char or Blk bull. Cows and 
calves worked, tagged to match
Adams Farm- 
• 40 Fancy Blk cows 4-6 yrs,1300# bred 3rd to Blk or Herf 
bulls to calve March 1st.  20 Red Ang X cows 3-6 yrs 1250# 
with calves or in the 3rd.

FOR CONSIGNMENTS PICS/VIDEO- WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK
wheelerlivestock.com/search Wheeler Livestock Auction on FB

Austin Shelby, Barn Manager  417-309-1350
Sue Hemenway Marketing 417-839-9316

Byron Wheeler - Owner 417-777-0897
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Please Note:   The above USDA LPGMN price report is reflective of the majority of classes and grades 
of livestock offered for sale. There may be instances where some sales do not fit within reporting guidelines 
and therefore will not be included in the report. Prices are reported on an FOB basis, unless otherwise noted.

Source: USDA AMS Livestock, Poultry & Grain Market News, MO Dept of Ag Market News - Dan Hill, 
Market Reporter,  Jefferson City, MO | (573) 751-5618 |www.ams.usda.gov/lpgmn ; https://mymarketnews.
ams.usda.gov/ | https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov/viewReport/1249

 Livestock Weighted Average Report for 2/14/2024 - Final
AUCTION

		  This Week	 Last Reported	 Last Year
			   2/7/2024	  
Total Receipts: 	 782	 712	 605
Slaughter Cattle: 	 375(48.0%)	 388(54.5%)	 341(56.4%)
Replacement Cattle:	 407(52.0%)	 324(45.5%)	               264(43.6%)
Compared to last week, slaughter cows and bulls sold 2.00-4.00 higher. Demand 
was good on slaughter animals and very good on replacement cattle. The supply of 
replacement cattle was heavy and the supply of slaughter animals was moderate. 
In an unusual twist for a Wednesday sale, replacement cattle outnumbered slaughter 
animals. The top bred cows brought 2300.00/head while the top slaughter cow 
brought 120.00/cwt. and the top slaughter bull brought 152.00/cwt. Supply included: 
48% Slaughter Cattle (91% Cows, 9% Bulls); 52% Replacement Cattle (14% Stock 
Cows, 78% Bred Cows, 5% Cow-Calf Pairs, 3% Bulls).
  SLAUGHTER  CATTLE
COWS - Breaker 75-80% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	 Dressing	
	 49	 1325-1715	 1460	 100.00-108.00	 104.29	 Average	
	 10	 1350-1845	 1515	 110.00-120.00	 114.47	 High	
	 5	 1285-2400	 1549	 85.00-94.00	 89.48	 Low

COWS - Boner 80-85% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	 Dressing	
	 69	 1010-1320	 1166	 99.00-107.00	 103.08	 Average	
	 26	 1035-1395	 1226	 107.50-120.00	 111.21	 High	
	 9	 1050-1310	 1142	 85.00-97.00	 90.01	 Low

COWS - Lean 85-90% (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	 Dressing	
	 80	 925-1205	 1066	 90.00-100.00	 93.76	 Average	
	 14	 855-1315	 1061	 101.00-106.00	 102.86	 High	
	 69	 720-1225	 1003	 75.00-88.00	 80.53	 Low	
	 10	 700-1425	 907	 50.00-74.00	 65.91	 Very Low

BULLS - 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	 Dressing	
	 13	 1300-2275	 1623	 115.00-131.00	 121.24	 Average	
	 12	 1835-2290	 2053	 132.00-152.00	 138.56	 High	
	 9	 1220-1560	 1436	 93.00-113.00	 104.67	 Low

 SLAUGHTER  CATTLE
STOCK COWS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Age	 Stage	 Head	 Wt. Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 <2	 O	 4	 755-995	 815	 152.50-185.00	 175.08	
	 2-8	 O	 10	 1100-1405	 1239	 108.00-125.00	 113.75

STOCK COWS - Medium 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
	 Age	 Stage	 Head	 Wt. Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 <2	 O	 6	 700-905	 858	 162.50-180.00	 171.76	
	 2-8	 O	 28	 700-1090	 832	 103.00-150.00	 127.92

BRED COWS - Medium and Large 1 (Per Unit / Actual Wt)
	 Age	 Stage	 Head	 Wt. Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 2-8	 T2-3	 10	 1175-1302	 1254	 2250.00-2300.00	 2281.16

BRED COWS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Unit / Actual Wt)
	 Age	 Stage	 Head	 Wt. Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 2-8	 T1	 20	 1105-1225	 1113	 1300.00-1500.00	 1404.76	
	 2-8	 T2-3	 102	 1055-1660	 1213	 1350.00-2050.00	 1736.77

BRED COWS - Medium and Large 2 (Per Unit / Actual Wt)
	 Age	 Stage	 Head	 Wt. Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 2-8	 T1-3	 7	 1065-1180	 1117	 1150.00-1275.00	 1215.35

BRED COWS - Medium 1-2 (Per Unit / Actual Wt)
	 Age	 Stage	 Head	 Wt. Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 2-8	 T1	 36	 808-1085	 903	 1250.00-1775.00	 1416.88	
	 2-8	 T2-3	 52	 825-1095	 1003	 1350.00-2075.00	 1681.53

BRED COWS - Medium 2 (Per Unit / Actual Wt)
	 Age	 Stage	 Head	 Wt. Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 2-8	 T1-3	 33	 700-1085	 939	 900.00-1325.00	 1179.59

BRED COWS - Small and Medium 2-3 (Per Unit / Actual Wt)
	 Age	 Stage	 Head	 Wt. Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 2-8	 T1-3	 4	 700	 700	 650.00-750.00	 700.00

COW-CALF PAIRS - Medium and Large 1-2 w/ 150-300 lbs calf (Per Unit / Estimate Wt)
	 Age	 Stage	 Head	 Wt. Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 2-8	 O	 4	 1030-1170	 1118	 2275.00-2500.00	 2356.25

COW-CALF PAIRS - Medium 2 w/ <150 lbs calf (Per Unit / Estimate Wt)
	 Age	 Stage	 Head	 Wt. Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 2-8	 O	 3	 700-850	 750	 1050.00-1700.00	 1350.00

COW-CALF PAIRS - Medium 2 w/ 150-300 lbs calf (Per Unit / Estimate Wt)
	 Age	 Stage	 Head	 Wt. Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	 Avg Price	
	 2-8	 O	 9	 741-1075	 788	 1300.00-2000.00	 1588.89

BULLS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Unit / Actual Wt)
	 Age	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	  Avg Price	
	 <2	 3	 1025-1315	 1153	 1575.00-1850.00	 1730.60	
	 2-4	 3	 1210-1890	 1660	 1950.00-2600.00	 2404.12

BULLS - Medium 1-2 (Per Unit / Actual Wt)
	 Age	 Head	 Wt Range	 Avg Wt	 Price Range	  Avg Price	
	 2-4	 3	 1250-1350	 1292	 2250.00-2550.00	 2435.16	
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Extension offers ‘How to Manage Nuisance Wildlife’ program
The University of Missouri 

Extension-Howell County of-
fice is offering a program for 
those who want to learn to 
manage nuisance wildlife in 
the yard, garden and on the 
farm.

Led by Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation Wildlife 
Damage Biologist Scott McWil-
liams, the free program will 
take place from 2 to 4:30 p.m. 

Thursday at the extension of-
fice, 1376 Bill Virdon Blvd. in 
East Towne Village shopping 
center in West Plains.

Trapping is a historical part 
of Ozarks heritage, say orga-
nizers, pointing out that in the 
past, people depended on 
trapping to remove unwant-
ed animals, protect domestic 
animals and provide a source 
of food and income. Today, the 

Mo. Dept. of Ag now 
taking specialty crop 

grant applications
The Missouri Department of Agriculture is accepting 

applications for anticipated funding through the Spe-
cialty Crop Block Grant Program. Interested individuals, 
community organizations and research institutions 
working to enhance the competitiveness of specialty 
crops in Missouri should submit an application by 
March 26.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture defines specialty 
crops as fruits, vegetables, dried fruit, tree nuts, honey, 
horticulture and nursery crops, including floriculture. 
The department offers the grant program to expand 
markets on local, regional and international levels, 
develop distribution channels for specialty crops, and 
catalyze education, research, marketing, promotion, 
food safety strategies and crop-specific solutions for 
pests and diseases.

Applications for the upcoming fiscal year must be 
submitted to the department by 3 p.m. March 26. Appli-
cations will be evaluated and selected projects will be 
included in the Missouri State Plan for USDA review and 
approval. A list of previously funded projects is available 
on the department’s website.

The application form and additional details are avail-
able online at Agriculture.Mo.Gov.

need still exists to protect live-
stock, keep nuisance animals 
out of the garden and remove 
unwanted wildlife living close 
to homes. As wildlife popula-
tions adapt to living in close 
proximity with humans, the 
need to remove these animals 
remains.

This course is intended to 

teach participants the skill of 
trapping and removal of nui-
sance species, and then, what 
to do with an animal after it is 
caught.

While the program is free, 
preregistration is requested. 
For information or to register, 
call the Howell County Exten-
sion office at 417-256-2391.

westplainsdailyquill.net
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Get your news from a 

TRUSTED SOURCE

People &EVENTS

The Strickland 
sisters, Virgie 
McCannon, 
left, and Leona 
Hope Heselton, 
right, recently 
celebrated 
their birthdays 
together at 
Pizza Ranch in 
Hull, Iowa. Both 
were born in 
February, they 
shared: Hes-
elton on Feb. 
1, and McCan-
non on Feb. 
5. The sisters 
were born and 
raised in West 
Plains, where 
Heselton still re-
sides.   COUR-
TESY

Strickland sisters reunite for 
shared birthday celebration

McCallian campaign for 8th District seat  
kicks off Feb. 24 at Piney River

A campaign kickoff event 
for Randi McCallian, who has 
declared her intention to file 
to run as a Democratic candi-
date for Missouri’s 8th District 
seat in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, will be held 
from noon to 2 p.m. at Piney 
River Brewery, 15194 Walnut 
Grove Drive, Bucyrus in Texas 
County.

McCallian will be joined 

by Jess Piper, educa-
tor-turned-podcaster and 
activist. Piper is a resident of 
Maryville and hosts “The Dirt 
Road Democrat,” a podcast 
dedicated to discussing poli-
tics and life in rural America.

McCallian is a resident 
of Phelps County and chal-
lenged current U.S. Rep. Jason 
Smith in his bid to hold onto 
the 8th District seat in 2022. 

Learn more about her and her 
campaign at www.randimc-
callian.com.

Jefferson County resident 
Franklin Delano “Denny” Roth 
has also announced his inten-
tion to file as a Democratic 
candidate.

Filing for candidacy in Mis-
souri officially begins at 8 a.m. 
Feb. 27 and runs through 5 p.m. 
March 26, for all levels of office.
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Custom Woodworking

Kitchen Cabinets • Vanities

Custom Furniture

The Possibilities

Imagine....

70
68

41
at

Hound Mix
Impound Date: October 4, 2023
Impound Number: 2224

This hound mix is an approximate one year old female who 
weighs approximately 55 pounds. Unknown if she has been fixed, 
but the cost of the spay is covered with her adoption. This girl 
doesn’t seem to mind the other dogs, really enjoys being outside 
and all the attention she can get, but will need more work on a 
leash. If you are interested in adopting this girl, you can come by 
the West Plains Animal Care and Control facility located at 1724 
Old Airport Road West Plains, Mo., contact the office by phone at 
417-255-1860, or send a message to our Facebook page at City 
of West Plains Animal Care and Control.
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BUSINESS
B O O T  C A M P

E A R L Y - S T A G E

Build your peer network of small business owners & learn
from experienced entrepreneurs.

In this 8-series workshop, learn best practices & get access
to the best business resources.

The Missouri SBDC is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the
U.S. Small Business Administration. Reasonable accommodations for persons
with disabilities will be made if requested at least 2 weeks in advance. 
Contact Tara Horton, (417) 837-2617 or TaraHorton@MissouriState.edu. 
The Missouri SBDC is a University of Missouri Extension partner.

March 19 - May 7, 2024
T U E S D A Y S ,  5 : 3 0  -  8  P . M .

S O U T H  C E N T R A L  M I S S O U R I
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Religion 
Unraveling the Divine Enigma
By Chris Herbolsheimer

The debate 
between predes-
tination and free 
will stands as one 
of the most en-

during and complex theo-
logical discussions within 
Christianity. It delves into 
the very essence of God’s 
nature, human autonomy, 
and the interplay between 
divine sovereignty and 
human freedom. This 
discourse is not merely 
an academic exercise but 
touches upon the personal 
and existential aspects of 
faith, salvation, and the 
human condition.

At the heart of the pre-
destination versus free will 
debate is the question of 
how divine foreknowledge 
and omnipotence relate 
to humanity’s capacity to 
make free choices. Pre-
destination, in its most rig-
orous form, suggests that 
God, in His omniscience 
and omnipotence, has 
predetermined the eternal 
destinies of all individuals. 
Free will, conversely, ad-
vocates for human beings’ 
genuine ability to choose 
or reject God’s offer of sal-
vation, implying that these 
decisions influence their 
eternal destiny.

The doctrine of predes-
tination is closely associ-
ated with the theological 
insights of Augustine of 
Hippo and later, more sys-
tematically, with John Cal-
vin. Augustine argued that 
since God is omniscient, 
He must already know 
the future, including the 
ultimate destinies of every 
soul. For Augustine, this 
divine foreknowledge did 
not negate human free will 
but demonstrated God’s 
profound engagement with 
the world’s salvation histo-
ry. John Calvin, a key figure 
of the Protestant Refor-
mation, further developed 
this notion into what is 
often referred to as “double 
predestination,” the belief 
that God has predestined 
some people for salvation 
(the elect) and others for 

damnation (the reprobate). 
Calvin’s emphasis was on 
the majesty and sovereign-
ty of God, asserting that 
God’s will is ultimately in-
scrutable and that human 
beings are incapable of 
earning salvation through 
their own efforts.

The counterpoint to 
predestination is the 
concept of free will, which 
has been championed by 
theologians such as Jacob 
Arminius and later by 
John Wesley, the founder 
of Methodism. Arminius 
posited that predestina-
tion contradicts the moral 
responsibility implied in 
the Bible’s calls for repen-
tance and faith. He argued 
that God’s grace enables, 
but does not compel, the 
acceptance of salvation, 
preserving human freedom 
and ensuring that divine 
judgment is just. Wesley 
expanded on this by em-
phasizing God’s prevenient 
grace, which precedes any 
human decision, enabling 
individuals to freely re-
spond to God’s invitation to 
salvation.

The debate is further 
complicated by differing 
interpretations of key bib-
lical texts. Passages such 
as Ephesians 1:4-5, which 
speaks of God choosing 
us “in him before the 
foundation of the world,” 
and Romans 9:18, where 
Paul writes that God “has 
mercy on whom he wants 
to have mercy, and he 
hardens whom he wants to 
harden,” are often cited in 
support of predestination. 
Conversely, verses like 1 
Timothy 2:4, asserting that 
God “wants all people to 
be saved and to come to 
a knowledge of the truth,” 
and Deuteronomy 30:19, 
where God sets before 
humanity life and death, 
blessing and cursing, 
and then urges, “choose 
life,” are used to argue for 
human free will.

The philosophical and 
ethical implications of 
this debate are profound. 
If predestination is true, 

it raises questions about 
the nature of God’s justice 
and the meaning of human 
freedom and responsibility. 
If God has already deter-
mined each person’s fate, 
how can individuals be 
genuinely accountable for 
their actions? Conversely, if 
free will is paramount, how 
can God be truly sovereign 
and omniscient, and what 
does this mean for the 
assurance of salvation and 
the problem of evil in the 
world?

In seeking to reconcile 
these viewpoints, some 
theologians have proposed 
various models. Molinism, 
for instance, suggests 
that God’s omniscience 
includes knowledge of all 
potential choices individ-
uals could make (middle 
knowledge) and that God’s 
predestinative plans are 
formulated based on this 
knowledge. This model 
attempts to uphold both 
divine sovereignty and 
human freedom. Others 
have explored the con-
cept of compatibilism, 
which suggests that divine 
predestination and human 
free will are not mutually 
exclusive but can coexist in 
a manner that is ultimately 
beyond human compre-
hension.

The predestination 
versus free will debate is 
not merely a theological 
puzzle to be solved but a 
reflection of the broader 
human quest for meaning, 
purpose, and understand-
ing in the face of divine 
mystery. It challenges 
believers to ponder the 
depths of God’s love, jus-
tice, and sovereignty, and 
to live out their faith with 
humility and grace, recog-
nizing that the fullness of 
divine truth may transcend 
human understanding. In 
the end, this discourse in-
vites a deeper engagement 
with the mysteries of faith, 
encouraging a posture of 
awe, worship, and trust 
in the God who is both 
infinitely beyond us and 
intimately with us.

Words to Live By:
By Diane Cooke

One of the 
things Jesus 
asked his 
disciples to 
do was to 

abide in him. In John 
15:4 Jesus says, “Abide in 
me as I abide in you. Just 
as the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself unless 
it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless 
you abide in me.” In the 

Bible, to abide means to 
dwell, to lodge with, to 
be present. If we abide 
in Jesus, we actively 
accept a relationship 
with him…not something 
casual or occasional, but 
a relationship that is

steady, alive, and 
active. We will be con-
nected just like the vine 
and the branch are. That 
connection is love. John 
15:9 says, “As the Father 

has loved me, so I have 
loved you; abide in my 
love.” The connection 
is love…God’s love and 
from that love springs 
fruit. May we accept 
Jesus’ invitation to abide 
in him and his love each 
and every day. May God 
bless your week! Diane 
Cooke, Pastor of the 
Presbyterian Churches, 
Willow Springs and Mtn. 
View.

Abide

Moment in the Word:
By  Edwin Woolsey

Matthew 
4:8-9 
Again, the 
devil took 
him to 

a very high mountain 
and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world 
and their splendor. “All 
this I will give you,” he 
said, “if you will bow 
down and worship me.”

Absolutely nothing 
has changed in the 
enemy’s approach to 
destroy our lives.

In the last couple 
months I have been 
considering several 
notable individuals 
who were political 
leaders, celebrities, 
performers, 
comedians, musicians, 
etc. Many were very 
dedicated to God in 
their youth. Some were 
even ministers who 
suddenly took another 
road because the 
allure of wealth or the 
excitement of cheering 
crowds was more 
tempting than serving 
God.

Obviously, I cannot 
publicly identify 
any of these people 
in this politically-
correct era without 
offending a whole 
host of individuals for 
being insensitive, but 
Satan unquestionably 
attacked their lives 
in the same way that 
he did Jesus, “All this 
I will give you, if you 
will bow down and 
worship me.”

At the time, it 
seemed like the moral 
compromise, traded for 
the elusive promise of 
wealth and notoriety, 
was a really good 
deal. However, each 
victim never noticed 
the anguish of drug 
addiction, broken 
families, ruined health, 
loneliness, desperation, 
or absolute physical 
and spiritual 
exhaustion that waited 
just out of sight around 
the next corner of the 
crooked road that the 
Devil offered them. 
When each one finally 
realized they had been 
maliciously tricked, 
their awareness 

came much too late since 
horrific sin had already 
trapped them in a prison 
of bondage. Sadly, they 
squandered their fragile 
lives by “bowing down 
and worshipping” the 
deception until their last 
opportunity was gone.

I think the saddest 
story was the account 
of a preacher who 
turned into a popular 
comedian that reviled 
God’s holy things merely 
to get a laugh on stage. 
But following a horrific 
accident, bystanders 
heard him praying, “Why 
do I have to die now?” 
followed by, “OK.... OK... 
OK...” The former minister 
immediately passed into 
eternity to stand before 
God and explain why 
he chose to “bow down 
and worship” the fleeting 
prospect of approval from 
“all the kingdoms of the 
world.”

So, what’s your price 
for personal betrayal? You 

better set the amount high 
to cover all your other 
losses that will surely come 
as a result of “bowing 
down and worshipping” 
the enemy of your soul. 
But before you sign on the 
bottom line, remember 
Jesus’ warning, “What do 
you benefit if you gain the 
whole world but lose your 
own soul?” Mark 8:36

Too many have already 
compromised and lost 
absolutely everything 
because they ignored 
Jesus’ answer to the 
devil’s temptation, “Get 
out of here, Satan.... for the 
Scriptures say, ‘You must 
worship the Lord your 
God and serve only him.’” 
Matthew 4:10 (quoting 
Ecclesiastes12:13)

Please do not be among 
the number of poor 
disillusioned souls who 
believed the lie and were 
damned while chasing the 
splendor of a condemned 
world. (2 Thessalonians 
2:11-12).

Faith Commentary:
By Tim Richards

Sometimes a 
single word can 
bring a thousand 
memories to mind, 
words like: “Mom,” 

“Dad” or “Sweetheart.” Some 
names from the Bible are like 
that. Adam and Eve make 
us think of Paradise Lost. 
Noah brings to mind the 
flood. David makes us think 
of Goliath, Bathsheba, his 
role as Israel’s king and the 
twenty-third Psalm.

In the New Testament 
there is Peter, the outspoken 
fisherman who regularly put 
his foot in his mouth, but also 
loved Jesus. In the book of 
Acts we discover Saul, who 
was famous for persecuting 
the church and then helping 
it grow as the Apostle Paul.

Paul was blessed to have 
Epaphras serving alongside 
him, however, only serious 
Bible students know his 
name. I am including 
him in my list because 
he represents most of us; 
people who make a positive 
contribution to life, but who 
remain largely unknown. 
This does not mean he made 
no difference. Paul referred 
to him as a “fellow servant” 
and “faithful minister.”

The name Epaphras 
means “lovely” which is 
significant since at the time 
people were often given 
names based upon who they 
were. You were not named 

Better Together
“Lovely” if you were not. 
Paul’s ministry was more 
effective because Epaphras 
served faithfully alongside 
him.

More than one thousand 
years later, Martin Luther 
was the face of the 
reformation. He bravely 
stood up to the corrupt 
religious system of his day. 
He once said, “I am born to 
fight against innumerable 
monsters and devils…” 
His sometimes-abusive 
language and very public 
disputes eventually led to 
him being excommunicated 
from the Catholic Church.

At first glance he appeared 
to need no one but God, 
but that was not true, his 
role in changing the world 
was aided by a man in the 
shadows who in his own 
way was as essential to the 
reformation as Luther. Philip 
Melancthon was a scholar. 
While Luther had warmth, 
vigor and explosive strength, 
Melancthon possessed 
discretion and clarity of 
thought. Luther energized 

his quiet friend and 
Melancthon balanced his. 
Luther convinced common 
people of the truths of the 
reformation, but it took 
Melancthon to win the 
support of scholars.

When Luther died 
Melancthon spoke at his 
grave. When Melancthon 
died he was buried beside 
Luther. The two still rest side 
by side in the Old Castle 
Church at Wittenberg. Each 
made the other better.

Scripture describes the 
kind of relationship they had 
this way, “As iron sharpens 
iron, so a friend sharpens a 
friend.” (Proverbs 27:17, NLT)

All of us need others. 
Good friends make each 
other better. Whether you 
are a leader, a follower, 
someone comfortable with 
the status quo, or someone 
who questions everything, 
you can be more effective 
when you are exposed to a 
friend’s fresh perspective. 
Simply put, wise supportive 
friends make one another 
better.

RIVER RESORTS • THOMASVILLE, MISSOURI
RETREAT!!! to www.riverresortsmo.com

THE CHAPEL • THOMASVILLE RESTAURANT • “GLAMPING”

Paul writes, “I suspect you would never intend
this, but this is what happens. When you
attempt to live by your own religious plans and
projects, you are cut off from Christ, you fall
out of grace.

What matters is something far more interior:
Faith expressed in LOVE.”

LIVE from the inside out. And Be Blessed!

Tracey Jo
Msg Gal 5:4 & 6
 

WHAT
MATTERS?

710343at

First ChurCh
oF God

1700 Wayhaven Dr.
West Plains, MO 65775

Pastor Keith Hall

Sunday Services
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday Morning
Women's Bible Study 10:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening 
Bible Study 6:30 p.m.

417-256-3079

Providence 
Baptist Church

1002 St. Louis Street
West Plains, MO.

Bro. Kent Watkins, Pastor
Sunday School 9:45 A.M.

Morning Worship 10:45 A.M.
Evening Worship 6:00 P.M.

Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 P.M.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

SUNDAY
 Worship Service               8:00 a.m.
 Sunday School  9:15 a.m.
 Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
 Evening Service                5:00 p.m.

WEDNESDAY starting at 5:30 p.m.
Children “ROOTS”

Youth “ECHO” Middle School “29:11”
Prayer Meeting, Bible Studies & More

202 Walnut St. West Plains
256-3128  *  www.WestPlainsFirst.org

698313at
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See TRAGEDY,  Page B3

From Page A7

trapped under debris, 
calling out for help in the 
darkness. The community 
was thrust into emergen-
cy mode, with rescuers, 
including townsfolk and 
emergency personnel, 
rushing to the scene to as-
sist the victims.

The human cost of the 
explosion was staggering. 
Thirty-seven people were 
initially reported dead, most 
of whom were young at-
tendees of the dance, their 
lives cut short in an instant. 
The death toll would later 
rise to 39, as one more vic-
tim succumbed to their in-
juries in the days following 
the tragedy. The severity of 
the explosion meant that 
half of those who perished 
were beyond recognition, 
their identities obscured by 
the flames and the force of 
the blast.

The search for survivors 
was frantic and fraught 
with danger. The collapsed 
structure posed a signifi-
cant risk to rescuers, who 
navigated through unsta-
ble rubble and intense heat 

to reach those trapped. 
Amidst the confusion, the 
community came together 
in a desperate effort to save 
as many lives as possible, 
showcasing remarkable 
bravery and solidarity in 
the face of unimaginable 
adversity.

What caused the explo-
sion remained a mystery, 
compounded by the com-
plexity of the scene and the 
extent of the destruction. 
Initial speculations cen-
tered around the garage’s 
contents, including stored 
gasoline and used cars, 
which could have creat-
ed a volatile environment 
prone to ignition. Despite 
extensive investigations 
and numerous theories, a 
definitive cause was nev-
er determined, leaving the 
tragedy shrouded in mys-
tery and speculation.

The Aftermath and 
Community Response
The magnitude of the 

tragedy prompted a com-
munal outpouring of grief 
and solidarity. Services 
held in every church town-
wide mourned the victims, 
both known and unknown, 
culminating in a massive 

funeral attended by an es-
timated 7,000 people. This 
event, reflective of the tight-
knit nature of the commu-
nity, saw the unidentified 
dead laid to rest in Oak 
Lawn Cemetery, under a 
monument that serves as 
a somber reminder of the 
lives lost.

The Unresolved Mystery
Despite extensive inves-

tigations and the formula-
tion of numerous theories, 
the cause of the explosion 
remains a mystery. Specu-
lation has ranged from gas-
oline stored in the garage to 
deliberate acts of sabotage, 
yet no conclusive evidence 
has ever been presented. 
This unresolved aspect of 
the tragedy adds a layer of 
intrigue and sorrow, as the 
lack of closure continues to 
haunt West Plains.

The Identified and 
Unidentified Victims
The explosion claimed 

the lives of individuals 
from various walks of life, 
each with their own story. 
Among the identified were 
business owners, students, 
veterans, and musicians, 
painting a picture of a 
community diverse in its 

composition but united in 
tragedy. The unidentified 
victims, represented by a 
collective monument, re-
mind us of the personal 
stories lost to history.

The Impact on West 
Plains

The explosion left a phys-
ical and emotional scar 
on West Plains, prompting 
changes to the town’s in-
frastructure and commu-
nal psyche. Buildings were 
destroyed, the courthouse 
was condemned, and the 
townspeople were left to 
rebuild not just their town 
but their sense of security. 
The incident also propelled 
West Plains into the nation-
al consciousness, forever 
altering the town’s identity.

Legacy and 
Remembrance

Today, the Bond Dance 
Hall explosion is a poignant 
part of West Plains’ heri-
tage. It serves as a remind-
er of the fragility of life and 
the strength of community 
in the face of tragedy. The 
town has worked to pre-
serve the memory of those 
lost, ensuring that this 
chapter of history, though 
painful, is not forgotten.

The Bond Dance Hall ex-
plosion of 1928 is a tragic 
event that encapsulates the 
unpredictability of life and 
the resilience of the hu-
man spirit. As West Plains 
continues to remember 
and honor those affected 
by the tragedy, the mys-
tery of what happened on 
that fateful night remains, 
a somber reminder of our 
search for understanding 
in the face of inexplica-
ble loss. Though the years 
have passed, the impact of 
the explosion on the com-
munity of West Plains is in-
delible, a testament to the 
town’s capacity for remem-
brance and renewal in the 
aftermath of tragedy.

The Identified 
Deceased:

• Mary Katherine “Kitty” 
McFarland – thirty-one, 
proprietor or McFarland 
Undertaking Company, 
widow of Ray McFarland, 
mother of twelve-year-old 
Jack.

• Robert G. Martin – fif-
ty-four, Ford dealer, Ma-
sonic leader, West Plains, 
husband of Soula Gaines 
Martin, cosponsor of the 
dance.

• Mrs. R.G. Martin – head 
of McFarland Undertaking 
Co.

• Elbert White – nineteen, 
a singer, at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Doniphan, 
member of the National 
Guard, died one week after 
explosion, son of Mrs. E.N. 
White of Doniphan.

• Paul Evans, Jr. – twen-
ty-three, single, University 
of Missouri graduate, dairy 
farmer, son of Dr. Paul Ev-
ans (state horticulturist), 
West Plains.

• Charles Fisher – twenty, 
single, student at Kirksville 
Teachers College, only son 
of Mr. and Mrs. A.P. Fisher 
of Ava, Mo.

• Major Bob Mullins – 
thirty-four, overseas veter-
an of World War I, officer 
in 140th NGM, commission 
and storage man.

• J.W. Wiser – fortysix, 
West Plains, owner of Wis-
er Motors Company, hus-
band of Carla Wiser.

• John Bates – twenty, 
single, studied civil engi-
neering, at the University 
of Arkansas in Fayette-
ville, son of Reverend J.F.E. 
Bates, Methodist minister, 
West Plains.

Please support the proud advertisers that power your community paper. NOW MORE THAN EVER

704490at
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• Naomi Reeves Mullins – 
nineteen, pregnant wife of 
Carl Mullins.

• Charles Merk – seven-
teen, high school student, 
son of Arnold Merk, con-
tractor, West Plains.

• Jullius C. Jeffrey – single, 
Mammoth Spring, Ak.

• Carl Jackson – nineteen, 
single, high school senior, 
Mtn. Grove, artistically gift-
ed, buried in double funeral 
with friend Charles Fisher.

• Soula “Dimple” Martin 
– twenty-one, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. R.G. Martin, 
crushed by the piano she 
had been playing.

• Lev Reed – twenty-six, 
head of legal department of 
Reed-Harlin Grocer Com-
pany, owned by his father 
John R. Reed.

• Hazel Slusser – twen-
ty-three, single schoolteach-
er from Willow Springs, 
daughter of H.T. Slusser, re-
tired newspaper editor.

• Ben Jolly – sixty-eight, 
painter and employee of 
McFarland Undertaking 
Company.

• Clinton Clemmons 
– twenty-three, single, 
worked at Davis Grocery, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. T.D. 
Clemmons, secondhand 
dealers, West Plains.

• Mabel Daum Riley – 
twenty-five, wife of Esco 
Riley, Blythesville, Ak.

The Unidentified De-
ceased:

• Miss Mary Adair – sev-
enteen, single, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. 
Adair, West Plains.

• Miss Frances Drago – 
twenty-two, single, man-
ager of Western Union, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Drago.

• Susan Rogers – nine-
teen, wife of Wallace Rog-
ers, Emporia, Kansas, 
mother of one-year-old, 
daughter Patricia, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. C.H. Drago, 
West Plains.

• Robert Murphy – thirty, 
Springfield, owner of Mur-
phy Tire Company, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Murphy, 
husband of Nellie Murphy.

• Nellie Murphy – twen-
ty-four, wife of Robert Mur-
phy. Daughter Mr. and Mrs. 
Pleas “Dutch” James, West 
Plains.

• Miss Ruth Fisher – eigh-
teen, single, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred E. Fish-
er, West Plains. Ruth was 
attending her first public 
dance.

• Marvin Hill – nineteen, 
member of National Guard, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ed Hill, 
West Plains.

• Evelyn Conkin – twen-
ty, single, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Houston Conkin 
of Kansas City, sweetheart 
of Mo Ashley, cousin of Lev 
Reed, niece of Mayor Jim 
Harlin.

• Esco Riley – twen-
ty-seven, head of sales at 
Allen Grocery, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. E.L. Riley of West 
Plains, husband of Mabel 
Daum Riley.

• Newton Riley – twen-
ty, single, member of the 
National Guard, worked at 
Allen Grocery, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. E.L. Riley of West 
Plains.

• Miss Icy Risner – twen-
ty-three, single, elementary 
school teacher in Thayer, 
Mo, daughter of J. Willard 
Risner of Thayer, Mo.

• Boyd Garner – twen-
ty-one, Mammoth Spring, 
Ark.

• Carson McLelland – 
twenty-five, single, state 

highway department em-
ployee, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wellington McLelland, 
Chapin, Mo.

• Chester Holstein – 
twenty-two, son of J.F. Hol-
stein, Ava, Mo. Chester was 
playing the saxophone at 
the time of the explosion.

• Miss Beatrice Barker – 
seventeen, single, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. I.B. Barker of 
Mtn. Grove.

• Miss Juanita Laws – 
twenty-seven, single, Kan-
sas City, Mo, visiting her 
parents in Cabool.

• Miss Ruby Hodkinson 
– twenty-two, Kansas City, 
married to Clifford Hod-
kinson, mother of a three-
year-old son, visiting her 
cousin in Cabool, Mo.

• James Loven – twen-
ty-two, single, Mammoth 
Spring, Ark.

• Hugh Sams – nineteen, 
member of National Guard, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Sid J. 
Sams, West Plains.

The Injured:
• H.C. (Lum) Allen – gro-

cery merchant; severe 
burns on face, hands, and 
back; leg crushed from an-
kle to knee.

• Dail Allen – son of H.C. 
Allen, musician; internal in-
juries; broken collarbone; 
severe cuts and bruises on 
back.

• Garrett McBride – of 
McBride Drug Co.

• Mrs. Garnett McBride 
– wife of Garrett McBride, 
three fractured vertebrae; 
ankle fracture.

• Carl Mullins – son of 
local produce dealer, mu-
sician; eye and hip injury; 
fractured ribs.

• Boyd Gray – from 
Moody, Mo, brother of Mrs. 
Fitchett; sprained ankle; 
burns on face and hands.

• Mo Ashley – son of J.D. 

Ashley, local wholesale 
grocery dealer; burns, cuts, 
and bruises.

• William Fitchett – West 
Plains Glass Company; se-
vere hip injury.

• Mrs. William Fitch-
ett – hip, knee, and ankle 
injuries; head wound; no 
burns.

• Glenn Moore – local 
baseball player, employee 
of Reed-Harlin mercantile; 
crushed left arm; burns on 
hands and face.

• E.D. White – seventeen, 
from Doniphan, Mo, em-
ployee of Laird Plumbing 
Company; burns on hand 
and face.

• David S. White – from 
Doniphan, Mo. Brother of 
E.D. white, they ran a bus 
line between West Plains 
and Poplar Bluff.

• Fred Archer – from 
Mtn. Grove, Mo; burns on 
right hand, arm, and foot; 
crushed ankle.

• Charles Unger – from 
Cabool, Mo; crushed left 
leg; burns on right foot, 
hand, and face.

• Charles Stockdall – high 
school senior from Mtn. 
Grove, Mo; burns on hands, 
face, and feet; both ankles 
sprained.

• Ralph Langston, Jr. – lo-
cal high school athlete and 
grandson of T.J. Langston of 
the Langston-Pease Mer-
cantile Co; severe burns on 
hands and face; only victim 
treated at Cottage Hospital.

• Ernestine Cunningham 
– from Willow Springs, Mo; 
severe burns, rescued from 
fire by Glen Moore.

• Lewis Acuff – employee 
of Hull Grocery and Mar-
ket; severe burns on face, 
hands, and arm; left ankle 
broken and dislocated.

• Guy Wilson – high 
school athlete and son of 

Joe Wilson, West Plains; 
suffered cuts, bruises and 
burns.

• John Riley – son of Con 
Riley, West Plains; burns on 
face and hands.

• Elton White – employee 
of Laird Plumbing Co.

• Roy Crain – employee of 
Bohrer Drug Store; bruises 

on face, hand, and legs; se-
vere cuts over entire body.

Deceased after fire:
• Elbert White – nineteen, 

a singer, at the Presbyte-
rian Church in Doniphan, 
member of the National 
Guard, died one week after 
explosion, son of Mrs. E.N. 
White of Doniphan.

www.westplainsdailyquill.net 

417-256-9191
205 Washington Ave 

West Plains, MO 65775

Local News Is Just  
the Beginning
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for Print & Digital 
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From local jobs and real 
estate to community events 
and area entertainment, 
your local newspaper is 
here to help you live  
your life to the fullest!
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S P O R T SLocal
Before the varsity game tipoff Thursday night, the West Plains 
High School Lady Zizzers basketball team presented a check for 
$25,000 to representatives from the Ozarks Healthcare Cancer 
Treatment Center. The funds were raised by the team for the an-
nual Pink Out event that was held last week. The funds donated 
in 2024 set a new record, beating the previous record by nearly 
$3,000. “I am always shocked by, and incredibly grateful for, the 
support we receive every year for this event,” Said Lady Zizzers 
Head Coach Scott Womack. “From private donors to business 
sponsors, I am thankful for everyone who supports us in this 
cause.” The Lady Zizzers would like to extend a special thanks 
to all of this this year’s sponsors, including: West Plains Bank & 
Trust Co., Westgate Realty-Shaun Duggins, Law Office of Jacob 
and Erika Garrett, Jack Randolph, Sugar Lily Bakery, West Plains 
Daily Quill, Pepsi MidAmerica, Leonardo DRS, Ozarks Healthcare 
Foundation, and State Representative-Travis Smith.

Pink Out raises $25k for OZH Cancer Treatment Center

Lady Zizzers go 1-1 against Rolla

By Chris Herbolsheimer

The West Plains High 
School Lady Zizzers basket-
ball team experienced a gam-
ut of emotions Tuesday night 
as they faced off on the road 
against the formidable Rolla 
Bulldogs. The evening was 
a showcase of tenacity and 
skill, with the Lady Zizzers 
splitting the results; the varsity 
team narrowly missed victo-
ry, whereas the junior varsity 
team seized a win.

The action commenced 
with the junior varsity (JV) 
game, setting the tone for the 
evening. Ashley Culton shone 
brightly, leading her team with 
11 points. She was ably sup-
ported by the combined ef-
fort of Delanie Wahome and 
Zoe Shrubb, who each netted 
9 points. Cameron Brill was 
not far behind, contributing 8 
points to the team’s tally, while 
Jewelia Willard added a valu-

able 2 points. The JV squad’s 
triumph was a testament to 
their collaborative spirit and 
strategic execution on the 
court, ending the game with 
a solid 39-31 victory over the 
Bulldogs. This win bolstered 
the JV Lady Zizzers’ record 
to an impressive 11-5 for the 
season and an even more 
commendable 8-1 in confer-
ence play.

The atmosphere was 
charged as the varsity squad 
took to the court, with the air 
thick with anticipation. The 
varsity game unfolded as an 
intensely competitive clash, 
with both teams exchanging 
leads and the crowd on the 
edge of their seats. Olivia Law-
son emerged as the leading 
scorer for the Lady Zizzers, 
racking up 16 points through 
sheer determination and 
skill. Lucy Hafer and Allyssa 
Joyner each played pivotal 

See ROLLA, Page B6

roles, scoring 12 points apiece, 
while Mylea Adams added 6 
points to the tally. Zoe Shrubb, 
pulling double duty from the 
JV game, managed to score 
11 points, and Zoe Scharnhorst 
contributed 2 points. Despite 
their valiant effort and a gritty 
display of basketball, the Lady 
Zizzers varsity team fell just 
short, with the final score-
board reading 64-59 in favor 
of Rolla.

The varsity team’s record 
now stands at a commend-
able 18-6 for the season, with 
a strong conference play re-
cord of 7-2. These statistics, 
while impressive, only tell part 
of the story. Each game is a 
narrative of effort, strategy, 
and moments that define the 
outcome. Coach Scott Wom-
ack expressed his satisfaction 
with the team’s performance, 
despite the varsity’s narrow 
loss. He acknowledged the 
high stakes of the game, em-
phasizing the importance of 
each possession in such tight-
ly contested matches. “Games 
like this usually turn on just 
a couple of mistakes. At this 
level of play, every single pos-
session counts,” Coach Wom-
ack reflected, highlighting the 
razor-thin margins that often 
dictate the difference between 
triumph and defeat.

The Lady Zizzers’ tenacious 
performance against the Bull-
dogs, particularly in such a 

692618cb
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Stay near home and your support system in Southern 
Missouri and Northern Arkansas for the same services 
and expertise available in larger cities. From testing to 
treatment and rehabilitation, you’ll find everything you 
need to safely get moving again.

For complete bone and joint care, 
choose Ozarks Healthcare. 

Start your journey towards better health with personalized care from 
convenient, local providers you trust:

We specialize in:
• Evaluation & Diagnosis 

(including imaging scans)
• Sports Medicine
• Back, Neck & Spine Care
• Joint Replacement 
   MAKO (makoplasty) robotic total  
   joint arthroplasties

• Hand Surgery
• Rehabilitation
• Arthroscopic Surgery 
   and more!

1100 Kentucky Ave.
West Plains, MO 65775

417-256-1745
OzarksHealthcare.com

Orthopedics 
& Spine

Dr. Troy Caron
Spine Surgery

Dr. Susan Jolly
Orthopedic Surgery

Dr. Caleb Piatt
Orthopedic Surgery
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Local SPORTS
Caitlin Clark breaks the NCAA  

women’s career scoring record
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

IOWA CITY, Iowa — Caitlin Clark 
wasted no time becoming the NCAA 
women’s career scoring leader, tak-
ing less than three minutes to score 
the eight points she needed to break 
Kelsey Plum’s record. Clark did it with 
her signature shot — a 35-foot 3-point-
er that hit nothing but the bottom of 
the net. And Clark didn’t let up from 
there. She finished with a school-re-
cord 49 points, tied her career best 
with nine 3-pointers and had 13 assists 
in No. 4 Iowa’s 106-89 victory over 
Michigan. Clark’s huge night put her 
at 3,569 points and within 80 of her 
next milestone, Lynette Woodard’s 
major women’s college scoring record 
of 3,649.

Dispute may have led to the mass 
shooting after the Chiefs’ Super Bowl 
parade, police say

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Police say the 
shooting that left one person dead 
and nearly two dozen injured after 
the Kansas City Chiefs Super Bowl pa-
rade appeared to stem from a dispute 
between several people. Police Chief 
Stacey Graves said Thursday that the 
22 injured people ranged in age from 8 
to 47 years old, with half of them were 
under the age of 16. A mother of two 
was killed. Police say they detained 
three juveniles but released one who 
they determined wasn’t involved, leav-
ing two in custody. Investigators are 
asking for witnesses and victims to 
call a dedicated hotline. The shooting 
outside the city’s historic Union Station 
happened despite the presence of 
more than 800 police officers.

Championship parades likely to 
change in wake of shooting at Chiefs 
Super Bowl celebration

BOSTON — Kansas City’s mayor and 
security experts say it could be time 
to rethink the way teams celebrate 
their championships. Mayor Quinton 
Lucas said if the Chiefs win another 
Super Bowl it might be better for a 
smaller party at their home stadium, 
where security can be managed more 
easily. One person was killed and 22 
others wounded when gunfire broke 
out shortly after the Chiefs left the 
stage at their victory rally. Police say 
they believe the shooting was the re-
sult of a dispute among individuals in 
the crowd, and not a terrorist attack. 
Security experts say large gatherings 
combine with the prevalence of guns 
to make a deadly combination.

Cantlay leads at Riviera with a 64. 
Tiger Woods ends his return to golf 
with a shank

LOS ANGELES — Tiger Woods at-
tracted all the attention. The best golf 
was in the group ahead. Patrick Cant-
lay is looking like he wants to join the 
list of Southern California natives who 
have won at Riviera. He opened with a 
64 at the Genesis Invitational and has 
a one-shot lead. Woods shot a 72 that 
was marked by a bizarre finish. He hit 
a shank from the middle of the 18th 
fairway and then hit a brilliant recovery 
through the trees. He was eight behind. 
Rory McIlroy was in worse shape with 
a double bogey-triple bogey stretch 
that led to 74.

Western Conference race for players 
well underway before the NHL trade 
deadline

The NHL trade deadline is still three 
weeks away, and yet three of the top 
teams in the Western Conference have 
already made an addition. The Vancou-
ver Canucks acquired the top center 
on the market in Elias Lindholm from 
Calgary for picks and prospects. The 
Winnipeg Jets responded by getting 
Sean Monahan from Montreal for a 
first-round pick. Around the same time, 
the Colorado Avalanche signed veter-
an winger Zach Parise without having 
to give up anything. This is just the 
start of the movement in the West and 
around the NHL as trade talk picks up.

Klay Thompson sent to the bench 
for the first time since 2012, responds 
with a season-high 35 points

SALT LAKE CITY — Klay Thompson 
was told Thursday he wouldn’t be 
starting a game for the first time since 
he was a Golden State rookie in 2012. 
He responded with his best game 
of the season. Thompson scored a 
season-high 35 points, making seven 
3-pointers and leading the Warriors to 
a 140-137 victory over the Utah Jazz. 
Thompson was replaced at shooting 
guard by rookie Brandin Podziemski. 
Thompson, Stephen Curry’s longtime 
partner as the starting backcourt, 
entered the game in the first quarter. 
It was the first time the four-time NBA 
champion came off the bench since 
March 11, 2012, during the lockout-de-
layed first season of his career.

Tiger Woods hits a shank in his 
return to golf and opens with 72 at 
Riviera

LOS ANGELES — Tiger Woods is 
back on the PGA Tour and his lasting 
memory was a shank. Woods hit a 
shank with an 8-iron from the 18th 
fairway at the Genesis Invitational. He 
attributes that to back spasms over 
the last two holes. At least he made a 
terrific recovery. He still made bogey 

and shot 72. That leaves him eight 
shots out of the lead. He’ll need a bet-
ter round Friday to make sure he sticks 
around for the weekend. Woods says 
his back has been acting up at home. 
He also says there was rust from not 
having played much.

Seven-time NASCAR champ Jimmie 
Johnson welcomes Creed to Daytona 
500 with arms wide open

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — Jimmie 
Johnson and Creed are headed to 
the Daytona 500. Legacy Motor Club 
reached an associate sponsorship deal 
with the band to give Creed a spot on 
the Toyota for Sunday’s Daytona 500. 
Creed decals that face the “Creed Tour 
In-Car” cameras are also plastered the 
inside of the car. The band was one of 
the most successful rock acts of the 
1990s, selling more than 40 million 
albums. Creed won the Grammy for 
best rock song for “With Arms Wide 
Open” in 2001.

Jimmie Johnson uses desperate late 
push to qualify for his 21st Daytona 
500

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. — Jimmie 
Johnson raced his way into the Day-
tona 500 with a three-wide move 
through the final turn of Thursday 
night’s first qualifying race. Tyler Red-
dick of 23XI Racing won the 150-mile 
race that is part of how the field is set 
for Sunday’s season-opening “Great 
American Race.” Johnson has Sun-
day’s race on what he expects to be a 
nine-race schedule this season. He’s 
co-owner now of Legacy Motor Club 
and, in his second season, switched 
the team from Chevrolet to Toyota. But 
the Toyota’s lacked speed in Wednes-
day night time trials and Johnson failed 
to earn a guaranteed spot in what will 
be his 21st Daytona 500. It meant that 
he had to beat J.J. Yeley in the first of 
two qualifying races Thursday night at 
Daytona International Speedway.

Rob Manfred says he will retire 
as baseball commissioner in January 
2029 after 14 years

TAMPA, Fla. — Baseball Commis-
sioner Rob Manfred says he will retire 
when his current term ends in January 
2029. Speaking at a spring training 
news conference, Manfred noted he 
will be 70 years old and been com-
missioner for 14 years when his term 
ends on Jan. 25, 2029. The 65-year-old 
succeeded Bud Selig in January 2015 
and was given a five-year term. Own-
ers voted in November 2018 to offer 
Manfred a new deal through the 2024 
season, then voted last July to approve 
his latest term.

February 17, 1924
By Chris Herbolsheimer

On Feb. 17, 1924, Johnny Weissmuller, 
an emblem of aquatic prowess and a 
harbinger of the golden age of compet-
itive swimming, etched his name into 
the annals of sports history. This day 
witnessed Weissmuller shattering the 
world record in the 100-yard freestyle 
swim, clocking an astonishing time of 
52.4 seconds. This feat, set against the 
backdrop of the roaring twenties, was 
not merely a testament to Weissmuller’s 
physical capabilities but also a symbol 
of the era’s burgeoning obsession with 
sport, celebrity, and the breaking of 
human limits.

Johnny Weissmuller, who would later 
gain fame as the quintessential Tarzan 
in the film industry, was at this time 
primarily known for his unprecedented 
achievements in swimming. Born on 
June 2, 1904, in Timișoara, then part 
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire and 
now Romania, Weissmuller moved to 
the United States as a young child. His 
athletic talent became evident early on, 
and by the time of his record-breaking 
swim, he had already established him-
self as a formidable force in the water.

The setting for this historic achieve-
ment was the Miami Biltmore Pool in 
Coral Gables, Florida, a venue that epit-
omized the glamour and luxury of the 
Jazz Age. The pool, part of the opulent 
Biltmore Hotel, provided a picturesque 
stage for Weissmuller’s performance, 
with its grand architecture and tropical 
setting serving as a stark contrast to 
the rigorous discipline of competitive 
swimming. Spectators, clad in the fash-

ion of the era, gathered around the pool, 
their anticipation palpable in the warm 
Florida air.

Weissmuller’s training leading up to 
the event was intense and innovative. 
Under the guidance of coach William 
Bachrach, Weissmuller had honed his 
technique, focusing on the efficiency of 
his stroke and the power of his kick. His 
regimen included not just endless laps 
in the pool but also weight training and 
diet adjustments, practices that were 
relatively novel in the athletic training 
of the time. This holistic approach to 
preparation was a significant factor 
in his success, reflecting a shift in the 
understanding of athletic performance 
and physical conditioning.

The swim itself was a display of sheer 
athleticism and determination. Weiss-
muller took to the water with a confi-
dence that belied the pressure of the 
moment. From the starting signal, he 
surged ahead, his body slicing through 
the water with rhythmic precision. Each 
stroke was a testament to years of 
training, each breath a measure of his 
resolve. The crowd watched in awe as 
Weissmuller dominated the pool, his 
lead undeniable as he approached the 
final stretch.

When Weissmuller touched the wall, 
the stopwatch confirmed what many 
had already suspected: he had broken 
the world record. His time of 52.4 sec-
onds was not just an improvement on 
the previous mark; it was a declaration 
of his unparalleled ability and a mo-
ment that would be remembered as a 
milestone in the history of swimming. 

This achievement was more than a 
personal victory for Weissmuller; it was 
a demonstration of human potential, a 
challenge to the boundaries of what 
was considered possible.

The aftermath of the event saw 
Weissmuller celebrated not just as 
a sports hero but as a national icon. 
Newspapers and magazines were filled 
with his image and stories of his life and 
achievements. The public’s fascination 
with Weissmuller extended beyond 
his athletic prowess to his charismatic 
personality and Hollywood good looks, 
making him one of the first athletes to 
achieve celebrity status beyond their 
sporting achievements.

The record set by Weissmuller on 
February 17, 1924, would stand as a 
benchmark for future generations of 
swimmers. It underscored the impor-
tance of innovation in training and 
technique, themes that would continue 
to evolve in competitive swimming. 
Weissmuller’s legacy, however, extends 
beyond the records and medals. He 
embodied the spirit of an era that cele-
brated the joy of achievement and the 
pursuit of excellence.

In retrospect, that day in Coral Gables 
was more than a momentary triumph; 
it was a reflection of the times, a con-
fluence of sport, culture, and innovation 
that defined the 1920s. Johnny Weiss-
muller’s swim on February 17, 1924, 
remains a vibrant chapter in the story 
of competitive sports, a reminder of 
the enduring allure of breaking barriers 
and setting new standards of human 
achievement.

Johnny Weissmuller sets a world record in the 100-yard freestyle swim
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high-pressure environment, is indicative of the team’s 
resilience and capability. Coach Womack’s leadership and 
strategic acumen were evident in the way the Lady Zizzers 
conducted themselves on the court. The varsity squad may 
have lost the battle, but the war is far from over. With the 
season progressing and the stakes getting higher, the Lady 
Zizzers have shown that they are a force to be reckoned with 
in the world of high school basketball.

The night’s outcomes serve as a poignant reminder of the 
unpredictable nature of sports, where triumph and setback 
walk hand in hand. For the West Plains High School Lady 
Zizzers, the journey continues, fueled by the passion for 
the game and the relentless pursuit of excellence. As they 
regroup and focus on their upcoming encounters, one thing 
is clear: they are not just players; they are warriors of the 
hardwood, and their story is still being written.

ROLLA 
Continued from Page B4

Local SPORTS
Lady Zizzers show grit and grace in  
thrilling Thursday night showdown

Under the bright lights of 
the West Plains High School 
gymnasium, the Lady Zizzers 
basketball teams showcased 
a night filled with sheer de-
termination, heart-stopping 
moments, and undeniable 
grit. This was not just another 
Thursday night; it was a night 
where every dribble, pass, and 
shot told a story of resilience, 
passion, and the relentless pur-
suit of victory.

The evening kicked off with 
the “C” team, setting the tone 
for what was to be an unfor-
gettable series of games. The 
young squad, led by the dy-
namic duo of Delani Wahome 
and Brylie Osborn, dominat-
ed the court with an energy 
that was both infectious and 
inspiring. Wahome, with her 
quick moves and sharp shoot-
ing, racked up an impressive 
8 points, while Osborn, with 
her agility and keen eye for 
the basket, added another 6 
to the tally. Together, they pro-
pelled the Lady Zizzers to a 
commanding 18-5 victory, a 
testament to their hard work 
and teamwork.

But the night was just get-
ting started. The JV squad took 
to the floor next, facing off 
against a formidable Bolivar 
team in a game that would 
push them to their limits. It 
was a nail-biter, a rollercoast-
er of emotions, with the lead 
changing hands more times 
than the crowd could count. 
Ashley Culton emerged as the 
star of the show, scoring a 
whopping 17 points with the 
kind of skill and determination 
that left the audience in awe. 
She was supported by a cast 
of warriors: Whom with her 
steady 8 points, Jewelia Wil-
lard with her crucial 6, and the 
trio of Cameron Brill, Aubrey 
Tidwell, and Zoe Shrubb, each 
chipping in with 2 points. De-
spite their heroic efforts, the 
game slipped into overtime, 
and the JV Lady Zizzers nar-
rowly missed out on victory, 
with the final score standing 
at 37-41.

The climax of the evening 
arrived with the varsity squad 
taking center stage. The air 
was electric, the stakes were 
high, and the Lady Zizzers 
were ready. They played with 
a fire in their eyes, leading the 
game with a display of skill 
and teamwork that was noth-
ing short of spectacular. Olivia 
Lawson was a force to be reck-
oned with, leading the scoring 
with 17 points, her every move 
echoing her dedication to the 
game. Allyssa Joyner was right 
there with her, adding 15 points 
to the scoreboard with a per-
formance that blended grace 
and power. Zoe Scharnhorst, 
Mylea Adams, and Zoe Shrubb 
contributed valuable points, 
showcasing the depth and tal-
ent of the Lady Zizzers squad.

However, as the game pro-
gressed, Marshfield began to 
claw their way back, inch by 
inch, point by point. The ten-
sion was palpable as the fourth 
quarter unfolded, with the lead 
diminishing and the crowd on 
the edge of their seats. Despite 
the Lady Zizzers’ valiant efforts, 
Marshfield managed to take 
the lead, sealing the game with 
a final score of 50-42.

Yet, even in the face of 
tough, close losses for both 
the varsity and junior varsity 
squads, the spirit of the Lady 
Zizzers never wavered. Led 
by Coach Scott Womack, they 
demonstrated what it means 
to fight with heart, to stand tall 
in the face of adversity, and 
to show the true character of 
champions.

With a season record now 
standing at 18-7 and a con-
ference play record of 7-2, the 
Lady Zizzers are not just a 
team; they are a force to be 
reckoned with. As they pre-
pare for their last home game 
against Bolivar, with the “C” 
team tipoff at 4:30 p.m., one 
thing is clear: the Lady Zizzers 
are ready to leave it all on the 
court, to play with passion, 
and to continue writing their 
story of grit, determination, and 
unwavering spirit.

Zoe Scharnhorst

Mylea Adams puts up a shot.

Lucy Hafer taking it to the hole.

Olivia Lawson with the short jumper.

Allyssa Joyner fighting through a trio of defenders.

Just Allyssa Joyner doing Joyner things like soaring in 
for a layup.

Coach Womack runs through strategies during a 4th 
quarter timeout.

Mylea Adams with a layup.
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Sell it fast in the Classifieds!

CLASS A CDL Drivers needed.
Local/Regional area. Home ev-
ery night. Must have 5 years
experience. Call (417) 934-1184
or 870-404-3280.

NOW HIRING LUMBER stack-
ers/machine operators for full
time position Monday - Friday in
West Plains and Mountain View
locations. Starting wages $14
and up depending on experi-
ence. Contact Upland Timber at
417-934-1184 or apply in person
at 9974 US Highway 60 -
Mountain View or 9572 State
Route 17 - West Plains.

Transportation/Drivers

417-293-3562
417-274-8871 cell

• Insured
• Licensed
• References
Bucket Truck Service
Emergency Service
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Family Owned since 1955

HELP WANTED
Kabul Nursing Homes, Inc.

Now Hiring

Apply in person at:
1000 Main Street, Cabool, MO

LPN/RN - FT, 2nd Shift; PT, 3rd Shift
CNA/NA - FT, 2nd & 3rd Shifts

CMT - PT, Early Morning

Up to $1,000 sign-on bonus

70
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4-TON HEAT PUMP Unit, brand
new, Goodman. Sells for $2,983.
Yours for $1,200 firm. Still
packaged on pallet.
870-517-7742, Flippin.

NOW OPEN!! THAI TRADITIONAL
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE - 10%
off first walk-in visit!! 4608 JFK
Blvd, NLR. (Next to Papa Johns)
501-813-4585. Ask for Gina or
Ruth.

Miscellaneous

IN NEED OF an experienced cat
person. Hardworking, responsi-
ble, honest, mature, and not
afraid to get dirty. I need a
female part-time to help clean
the house, some yard work, run
errands, help with multiple cats,
and a personal aid to me. Some
heavy lifting up to 40 lbs. Must
have a reliable vehicle.
417-293-3784. West Plains area
only.

ZERO TURN MOWER, low time
(56 hours), like new, 52 inch,
Quality! $4,000. 870-517-7742,
Flippin.

PREPARE FOR POWER outages
today with a GENERAC home
standby generator $0 Money
Down + Low Monthly Payment
Options. Request a FREE Quote -
Call now before the next power
outage: 1-877-319-0598

DOCK AND MARINE associ-
ate, also Landscaping, call
for interview. 870-499-5381.

Help Wanted
METAL WHEELBARROW WITH a
tire that never goes flat. It is in
good condition. Asking $25.00.
Call me at 870-656-4350.

Lawn & Garden

DIRECTV. NEW 2-YEAR Price
Guarantee. The most live MLB
games this season, 200+ chan-
nels and over 45,000 on-demand
titles. $84.99/mo for 24 months
with CHOICE Package. Some
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV
1-855-400-3297

WOODEN HUTCH WITH small TV,
$150. call 870-736-1987.

OFFICE HOURS
Mon – Fri 8:00 am - 8:00 pm
Sat – Sun 9:00 am - 7:00 pm

(816) 208-0044
qualitymovingamerica@gmail.com

Quality Moving America 
specializes in local and 

long-distance moving and 
packing and unpacking 
services. 24/7 moving 

services. Same-day moving 
available. Free estimates. 

Call us today.

698222at

WOODEN 4 DRAWER desk, $100.
call 870-736-1987.

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS NEEDED
- ESS IS NOW HIRING IN VARIOUS
AREAS ACROSS ARKANSAS!! •
Flexible Hours • Weekly Pay •
Free Training Call our offices at
1-800-641-0140 or visit online at
ESS.com for more information
on how you can get started
teaching.

SWIVEL CHAIR WITH foot stool,
$100. call 870-736-1987.

ROUND OAK TABLE with 4 swivel
chairs and 2 leaves. $250. call
870-736-1987.

STORM ROOF DAMAGE? HAIL
NO!! - Call the ROOFING DETEC-
TIVE! PI Roofing, statewide com-
mercial new roofs and repair,
and in Central AR, residential
and commercial new roofs and
repair. We'll find the problems,
take care of you AND work with
your insurance company if nee-
ded. 501-707-3542., www.piroofi
ng.com

OAK END TABLES with lamps,
$250. call 870-736-1987.

Light cooking, light 
housework, day and 
night shift available. 

Bed provided for 
night shift. Sleeping 
is allowed, however 
intermittent care will 
be needed. Full time 

or part time. Previous 
elder care experience 

preferred.
CALL 417-293-0345 
OR 417-616-4181 

AFTER 5 PM.
PLEASE LEAVE A 
MESSAGE WITH 

YOUR NAME AND 
PHONE NUMBER

West Plains, MO

SEEKING IN 
HOME CARE

FOR ELDERLY 
PERSON
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OAK DRESSER, 8 drawers, mirror,
$80. Chest drawers, 6 drawers,
$35. Oak China Cabinet, glass
bubble style, $90. 870-676-9139.

METAL BED FRAME. Makes king,
queen or full size. $25.00. Call or
Text 870-656-4350.

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT -
MCGEHEE SCHOOL DISTRICT has
the following position available
for the 2024-2025 school year:
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT,
Applications are available online
at https://www.mcgeheeschoo
ls.org...Deadline: Until Filled.
Must meet state licensure re-
quirements or will meet licen-
sure requirements by August of
2024. EOE Send resume and
application to Linda Tullos, Su-
perintendent of McGehee
Schools,, linda.tullos
@mcgeheeschools.org.

SPECIALIZING IN SERVICE

Dependable • Honest • Experienced

Residential & Commercial

NEGRI
PLUMBING

2324 Quarry Road • West Plains, MO

417-256-0362

493197b

Want to buy
NEW OR USED

SMALL
MOTORIZED

WHEELCHAIR
Call 417-293-0345 or 

417-616-4181 after 5 p.m.
Please leave a message 
with your name and 

phone number. 70
97

40
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WHEN VETERINARY CARE is
unavailable or unaffordable, ask
for Happy Jack® animal health-
care for cats, dogs, & horses. At
Tractor Supply® (www.happyja
ckinc.com).

Education APPLYING FOR SOCIAL Security
Disability or Appealing a Denied
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.
Our case managers simplify the
process & work hard to help
with your case. Call
1-888-510-3017 FREE Consulation.
Local Attorneys Nationwide
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington
DC. Office: Broward Co. FL
(TX/NM Bar.)

EMPLOYMENT
CONTEMPORARY FAUX LEATHER
Sofa. Medium Brown. Three
cushion . Less than a year old.
Excellent condition! $100.00
479-224-1673

Services
PYRENEES/ANATOLIAN PUPPIES,
8 total, $100 OBO. Alton area,
UTD, running with livestock,
mom is a working dog. Call
417-270-1426.

COUNTRY AIRE ESTATES
COTTER

1 bedroom & efficiencies.
Includes all Utilities and FREE

WIFI, $170/ $200 Weekly.
Call 870-321-2141.

ASHLEY COUCH SLEEPER. excel-
lent condition $300. call
870-736-1987.

BORDER COLLIE PUPPIES!
Shots & Dewormed • Negotiable Prices

Deliverable in Person
573-414-4601/ 573-979-5375 70
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WITH DISCOUNTS

FREE TO GOOD home! Male blue
tick heeler/Australian shepherd,
Female Lg Aussie hound needs
room to run. both fixed.
(870)426-6887

3 PIECE LIVING room set, bur-
gundy color, made by England-
er, Couch relines, wall hugger,
$275. Call 870-404-9906.

Sell it fast in the Regional
Classified Marketplace. 
Give us a Call today!

INJURED IN AN accident?
Don't Accept the insurance
company's first offer. Many
injured parties are entitled to
cash settlements in the
$10,000's. Get a free evaluation
to see what your case is really
worth. 100% Free Evaluation.
Call Now: 1-855-436-4676

Pets & SuppliesFurnitureYOUR BARGAIN COLUMN
Merchandise Ad

priced under $100 will be free
with these exceptions: em-
ployment, auctions, estate/g
arage/moving/yard sales, re-
al estate, professional serv-
ices, pets, animals, guns,
services, situations wanted,
wanted to buy and firewood.

FREE FIREWOOD. 5 trees, cut
down, cut up, haul away.
870-491-5182.

FULLY FURNISHED APARTMENT.
Beautiful all new one bedroom,
one bath apartment for rent. All
stainless appliances, large bed-
room with queen bed and
walk-in closet, attached two car
carport, back up generator for
power loss, None smoking, No
pets. Located Hwy 5 south,
Mountain Home. Rent is $850
monthly. This included utilities.
Stipulations apply, call
870-405-7606

ASHLEY RECLINER. WHITE Fab-
ric. Only about 3 years old. Seat
has some stains. You haul away.
479-224-1673

DENTAL INSURANCE FROM
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-844-210-6510
www.dental50plus.com/arpress
#6258

Free
Insurance & Savings

SOLD - GLOCK 26 9MM pistol,
generation 5, $395. Ruger Ameri-
can Compact 308 Winchester
caliber with 3x9 scope, $295.
American Tactical, kofs over/
under 12 gauge shotgun, $295.
Savage 20 gauge over/ under
shotgun, $295. Stoeger double
barrel 12 gauge coach shotgun,
$250. 22 caliber Henry lever
action rifle, fluorescent sites,
$225. Absolutely Firm on all
prices, Cash Only. Phone MT
Home Arkansas, 417-362-XXXX.

SO
LD

FINANCIAL TV SOUNDBAR HDMI, Optical
connections, Excellent condi-
tion. $85. 479-224-1673

Sports EquipmentElectronics
THE VALLEY SPRINGS School
District is accepting School
Choice Applications! If you
want your student(s) to at-
tend the Valley Springs School
District for the 2024/2025
school year and you live
outside the district, now is the
time to complete the School
Choice Application.
Applications must be received
by the district or postmarked
by May 1, 2024. Applications
may be found on the school
website at valley.k12.ar.us or
contact the superintendent's
office at 870-302-3047.

Sell it fast in the Regional
Classified Marketplace. 
Give us a Call today!

Notices
ANNOUNCEMENTS

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker,
Prairie State D'Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Madolins /
Banjos. 866-461-0925

BOYS VANS SHOES - Size 4
Atwood Canvas Style. Ox-
blood/Black color and Pew-
ter/White color. Brand New -
Never Worn. Asking $35 each
or both pairs for $60. call/text
870-656-3684.

OUTSTANDING LOCATIONS!
1 bedroom, energy efficient
apartments for senior 62+.
Quiet neighborhoods near

Bull Shoals Lake,
Norfork Lake, and the White

River. Central heat/ air,
appliances, water and trash
paid. Rent based on income

with preference to extremely
low income applicants.

BULL SHOALS 870-445-7191
FLIPPIN 870-453-4214

MOUNTAIN HOME
870-425-6433

Managed by the Area Agency
on Aging of Northwest
Arkansas 800-432-9721,

TDD 870-741-1346
Equal Opportunity Housing

Musical Instruments
Clothing

2-4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
and houses. Harrison and Valley
Springs area. Myers rentals.
870-743-1460 or 741-2945

UTILITECH 100 FT. 10/3 heavy
duty contractor's extension
cord. Retails over $150. Asking
$80 or best offer. Call me at
870-656-4350.

KING SIZE 2" memory foam,
CLEAN, can be cut to fit smaller.
$75. Call:870-741-7409 (leave
message)

1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS,
through out Harrison, utilities
paid, weekly rates available.
$150 weekly + deposit.
870-741-4131

TREADMILL: EXCELLENT CONDI-
TION $80. Electric wall heater:
220-240 volt, never used- tested
only $80
call 870-365-0169/870-204-4265

SMALL ENGINEER REPAIR SHOP
Looking for friendly, approacha-
ble and motivated individuals.
40 hours, some schedule flexibil-
ity. Counter sales and parts
manager needed with good
customer service, telephone
manners, computer/typing and
organizational skills. Competi-
tive salary based on experience;
paid holidays, PTO and vacation;
bonus based on store perform-
ance. Continuing education, cer-
tifications, manufacturer meet-
ings, learning opportunities are
encouraged and subsidized by
Gregg Farm Services. Stop by
either location or email resume
to cwilliams@gfsope.email.

BEAUTIFUL KING/QUEEN COM-
FORTER set $25. Bunn stainless
steel, double coffee maker $45.
Call: 870-741-2679 or
870-741-7409/ leave message

Apartments
Miscellaneous Bargain Column REAL ESTATE RENTALS

Sell it fast in the Classifieds!

FOR SALE WINCHESTER ranger
120 pump shotgun. 225 OBO

Call 870-405-3113

SAFE STEP. NORTH Americas #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top of the line
installation and service. Now
featuring our FREE shower pack-
age and $1,600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833-732-0966.

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page
Publishing will help you self-
publish your own book. FREE
author submission kit! Limited
offer! Why wait? Call now:
866-699-1978

RC AIRPLANES/ HELICOPTERS,
engines, radios, kits and acces-
sories. Old or New. Call John
870-321-3541.

Appliances
Opportunities/Training

WantedMERCHANDISE

PREPARE FOR POWER outages
today with a GENERAC home
standby generator, $0 Money
Down plus Low Monthly Pay-
ment Options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before the next
power outage: 866-686-8347.

ADVERTISING
PROVISIONS

1. The publisher reserves
the right to classify ads
under their appropriate
heading and to revise, reject
or cancel any advertisement
at anytime, if deemed nec-
essary.

2. Liability for Advertise-
ments -Advertiser assumes
all liability for advertise-
ments printed per his/ her
instruction and shall hold
the publisher harmless from
and against any claims and/
or damages in connection
herewith.

3. Check your ad the first
day. The publisher will not
be responsible for error
beyond the first week.
Claims and adjustments
must be made within seven
days from the first publica-
tion date.

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN'S
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Brei-
tling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submarin-
er and Speedmaster. Call
888-690-2346

5 BEIGE GARAGE door panels,
(size 8' 6"). $80 each or best
offer. 870-701-3025.

WHEN VETERINARY CARE is
unavailable or unaffordable, ask
for Happy Jack®, your dog
would! Results overnight. Dis-
tributed by K&K
Vet Supply (479-361-1516)

REGISTERED NURSE AND or LPN
positions available, part-time
Monday - Tuesday weekly. Ap-
ply at Mountain Home Surgery
Center or email dremington
@mountainhomesurgerycenter
.com

Equipment & Supplies Special 
Pricing

Cars, trucks, tractors, 
boats,RV’s, campers, 

side by side, 4 wheeler, etc.
Private party and businesses
Includes a photo or graphic
8 days/ 25 words $35
Additional words 35c

WHEELS

Call usCall us
FOR YOUR CLASSIFIED NEEDS

HARRISON
870-741-SELL

JASPER
870-741-SELL

MOUNTAIN HOME
870-508-8000

WEST PLAINS
417-258-9191

HOMES
Sell your home fast

Includes a photo or graphic
8 days/40 words $60

Private party and businesses

Miscellaneous Pets & SuppliesAGRI-BUSINESS Medical/Dental Services

HARRISON (870-741-SELL)   | JASPER (870-741-SELL)    | MOUNTAIN HOME (870-508-8000)   | WEST PLAINS (417-256-9191)

The Regional Classified

Place your ad in your hometown newspaper and reach over 
40,000 readers across Southern Missouri and Northern Arkansas.

Professional Services and 
in-column display

Regular 
Classifieds Bargain Items

1 inch - $70 per month (8 days)
2 inch - $90 per month (8 days)
3 inch - $100 per month (8 days)

1 day/20 words $22.50
2 days/20 words $33.60
4 days/20 words $42.00

6 days/20 words $55.50
8 days/20 words $60.00

$101-$1,000 - $10* $1,001 + $15*

AS LOW AS AS LOW AS 8 DAYS 20 WORDS
$100 or Less$70$70 $2250$2250 Free!Free!A MO.! A MO.!

Additional words 35¢*
Free lost and found for 4 days

** Restrictions  Apply

AD DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY EDITION: 

MONDAY 3pm
SATURDAY EDITION:

THURSDAY 3pm

ARKANSAS

MISSOURI
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Sell your vehicle fast in the 
Classifieds.

plaint Form, please see our
website at www.westvueinc.org
or call (417) 256-2152.

Publication Date: February 17,
2024.

tory occurrence. West Vue, Inc.
will conduct a 30 day public
comment period to provide
opportunities for feedback on
the 2023 Title VI Program or
1990 ADA Program commenc-
ing on date of publication. For
more information, or to obtain a
Title VI Discrimination Com-

natory practice under Title VI or
1990 ADA has a right to file a
formal complaint with West
Vue, Inc. Any such complaint
must be in writing and filed with
West Vue, Inc.'s Title VI
Coordinator within one hundred
eighty (180) days following the
date of the alleged discrimina-

excluded from the participation
in, be denied the benefits of, or
be otherwise subjected to dis-
crimination under any program
or activity for which West Vue,
Inc. receives federal financial
assistance. Any person who
believes they have been ag-
grieved by an unlawful discrimi-

related statutes and regulations
in all programs and activities.
Title VI and Titles II and III of
Americans with Disability Act of
1990 (ADA) requires that no
person in the United States of
America shall, on the grounds
of race, color, sex, national
origin, or disability status be

Public Notice
West Vue, Inc. hereby gives
public notice that it is the policy
of the agency to assure full
compliance with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, the
Civil Rights Restoration Act of
1987, Executive Order 12898
on Environmental Justice, and

Legal NoticeLegal Notice Legal NoticeLegal Notice Legal NoticeLegal Notice

PUBLIC NOTICES

LOCAL
Highest

Quality Commercial Printing

in Downtown West Plains

ALL NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART DIGITAL PRINTING PRESS

Flyers | Posters | Tickets | Business Cards | Envelopes

Calendars | Letterheads | Booklets | Catalogs

Business Forms | Laser & Continuous Checks | Invitations

Announcements |  Laminating & much more

417.256.9191        205 Washington Ave., West Plains, MO   Questions? Call, stop by or e-mail        printing@wpdailyquill.net

             Call today 
417-256-9191

Sell it fast in the Classifieds!

Reach more than 40,000 readers 
with your ad in the Regional 
Classified Marketplace.

Reach more than 40,000 readers 
with your ad in the Regional 
Classified Marketplace.

Little Bear's Lawn and
Tree Care

All Tree Maintenence
All landscaping, & more!

Fully insured.
Call Patrick Hostetler

870-654-2343

Bar FZ Seamless Gutters 
& Property Services

Gutter Installation, 
Repair, Cleaning & Home 

Maintenance Services
Over 30 Years of Experience

Call us Today 870-405-4898 
barfzservices.com 163751ch

Seasonal Yard Work, Brush Clearing, 
Power Washing, Deck & Fence Stain & 

Sealing, Junk & Appliance Haul Off 
Call Joe 870-701-3169

Roofing

Lawn/Garden/Landscape

SERVICE • SALES
24 HOUR TOWING/
WRECKER SERVICE

We take pride in delivery 

(870) 743-1172

3714 Hwy. 65 N.
Harrison, AR

164168jt

Funeral
Preplanning
for Peace of Mind

personalized funeral services | burials & cremations 
preplanning options | flexible payment options

Funeral preplanning will save your loved 
ones the stress and expense of making 
important decisions in their time of grief. 
Call today for more information or to 
arrange your preplanning consultation, 
and ensure your final arrangements are 
carried out according to your wishes.

Tracy Jenkins
Preplanning Consultant
870-741-3113 Work
870-715-8932 Cell

164463ch

Auto Repair Funeral Needs
SWITCH TO DISH and get up to a
$300 gift card! Plus get the
Multisport pack included for a
limited time! Hurry, call for
details: 888-356-5668

SERVICES

AFfORDABLE 
STUMP & LAWN

Lawn Care, Mulching, 
Optional Chip Removal

Free Estimates
BRYAN 870-405-3058 

Serving Baxter, Izard, 
Fulton & Stone Counties 16

38
48

ch

THE BATHROOM OF your dreams
for as little as $149/ month! BCI
Bath and Shower. Many options
available. Quality materials and
professional installation. Senior
and Military Discounts Availa-
ble. Limited Time Offer - FREE
virtual in-home consultation
now and SAVE 15%! Call Today!
866-460-1048.

ACES ESTATE SALE
Friday and Saturday

9 AM to 2 PM
February 16th and 17th

1316 Cottonwood Ct., MH.
House is FULL of

Furniture!
Oak Dining Table and

Chairs, Sofa, Recliners,
Electric Recliner, Swivel

Rockers, Platform Rocker,
Hide-a-Bed, Full Bed,

Electric Full Bed, Dressers,
Chests, China Cabinet,

Kitchen Table, Office
Furniture, Wheelchair,

Walkers, 3 Electric Mobility
Jazzy Chairs, TVs, End
Tables, Coffee Table,
Entry Table, Lamps,

Pictures, Home Decor,
Stereo w/ Speakers,

Kitchen Items, Bedding,
Plastic Storage Drawers,

File Cabinets, Wicker
Patio Set, Generator,
General Household &

Garage and much more!
Check website for
pictures & details

AcesEstateServices.net
Click on Event Calendar

Follow us on Facebook @
ACES Estate Services

WHITE RIVER HANDYMAN
For all your home repair, renova-
tions & maintenance. 25+ Years
Experience. Licensed. Call Scott
Hall for Appointments.
870-499-0679 or 402-612-2446.

5 X 10 Dovetail Utility Trailer,
Excellent Condition, Treated
Wood Deck, Brand New Spare,
$1000 Yellville Ar. Area
985-974-4060

Baxter County
Campers & Trailers

BATH & SHOWER Updates in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discount available. Call:
877-631-0120

YARD SALESRECREATION
FREE HIGH SPEED internet for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of select
programs including Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB
internet service. Bonus offer:
Android tablet FREE with one
time $20 copay. Free shipping
and handling. Call Maxsip Tele-
com today! 855-714-0167.

Sell it fast in the Classifieds!Remodeling

WANT TO INVEST in Timber-
land? Or just looking for the
great outdoors? TAKE A HIKE
through our new and existing
listings at United Country Nee-
ley Forestry, at the website
below - OR CALL for more
information!! UCNeeleyFores-
try.com (870) 836-5981 Norris Tree 

Service

Licensed and Insured
Free Estimates

Tree Removal, Tree 
Trimming, Stump Grinding 

417-505-0131 16
37

30
ch

Tree Service

1997 FORD F150, 4 wheel drive, 3
door, back seat, $6,100. call
870-736-3292.

FREE HIGH SPEED internet for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of select
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veter-
ans Pension, Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet
service. Bonus offer: Android
tablet FREE with one-time $20
copay. Free shipping & handling.
Call Maxsip Telecom today!
1-888-860-0146

YOUR HANDYMAN 
PROFESSIONAL

Roofing - Deck - Staining 
- General Repairs

No job too large or too small! 
WE DO IT ALL!
Licensed and Insured

Call Oscar
 870-404-1914 16

38
15

ch

Trucks, 4x4's, SUV's

POWER WASH
Remove Mold, Mildew, Dirt

Free Estimates
David Crawford

870-425-9764
In business since 197816

37
59

ch

DIRECTV SPORTS PACK 3
Months on Us! Watch pro and
college sports LIVE. Plus over 40
regional and specialty networks
included. NFL, College Football,
MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf and more.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-844-547-3631.

Rtf‘qkn‘e�An‘s
%�QU�Rsnq‘fd

6431�Gvx�02�D��
Kd‘c�Ghkk+�@Q�61533
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5/4,373,6556�Bdkk�¶�76/,254,2886�Gnld

164049at

Power Washing
Internet & Web Sites

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCEN-
TRATOR May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independ-
ence and mobility with the
compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
844-299- 5183

16
37

39
ch

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A small amount
of water can lead to major
damage and mold in your home.
If you have water damage to
your home, call for a free
estimate for complete repairs to
protect your family and your
home's value! Call 24/7:
1-877-593-7772

Health Care

2017 FORD EXPLORER XLT, good
shape, loaded, 3rd row seating,
power seats, keyless entry,
many more options, four-
wheeled drive. asking $17,500
OBO. Call Lester 870-405-6210.

Construction-Services

154 Timberlane Rd. MH 
off Highway 5 North
870-710-3544

TIMBERLANE
STORAGE

5x10 & 10X10
Units Available

163755ch

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-844-211-6606

Storage UnitsComputerPUBLISHER'S
NOTICE

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preferences,
limitations or discrimination
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial
status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such
preferences, limitations or
discrimination.

We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation
of the law. All persons are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised herein
are available on an equal
opportunity basis.
Equal Housing Opportunity
LOGO

Acreages & Lots-Sales

PARTNERS IN SHINE. Commer-
cial/ residential cleaning loca-
ted in West Plains, MO. Servicing
a 35-mile radius. 417-256-0459.

REAL ESTATE SALES
AGING ROOF? NEW Homeown-
er? Storm Damage? You need a
local expert provider that proud-
ly stands behind their work.
Fast, free estimate. Financing
available. Call 1-866-766-6046

Cleaning

FOGGED WINDOWS 
REPAIRED

Call the Glass Man
870-492-4050 70

82
28
at

MOBILE FOR RENT on White
River in Cotter, AR. No Pets,
$1,100 a month, 870-656-2733.

2016 GMC TERRAIN, All Wheel
Drive, Low Miles, Leather, Back-
up Camera, GPS, Power Lift
Gate, Sunroof, $16,500 or best
offer. Call Lester 870-405-6210.16

37
50

ch

Mobile Homes For Rent Automobiles
TRANSPORTATION

METAL ROOFS $4995* COM-
PLETELY INSTALLED. SID-
ING/WINDOWS $1000 OFF. We
are opening a local branch and
will be using these homes for
advertising. SAVE HUN-
DREDS.*FOR DETAILS.
800-664-4856 TRIMASTER CON-
STRUCTION.

Sell your vehicle fast in the 
Classifieds.

HOUSE FOR RENT
2BR 1 BA, attached garage,
fenced side yard, big back yard,
close to WP High school/Down-
town. $700 per month. Deposit.
NO Pets. Call 816-304-3673 to
arrange date/time to view.

General Laborer
Powered by Christ.

Veteran owned.
Any errands, remodeling,

lawn care, trees, gardening,
doctor appointments,

groceries, etc.
870-265-0922

HOME FOR RENT in cotter. 2
bedroom, 2 bedroom. Tyler text
501-791-1320.

1 BEDROOM CABIN. Must have
good references. $675.00 per
month. Country setting. Jasper.
847-650-7120

Repair without Replacement
Serving NW Arkansas
741-8353 • 688-1277

ACTION
Charles Parker, Owner

• 100% Guarantee
• Fast, Free Mobile Service 

FREE repair with proper 
insurance coverage.
“I want to $ave you money 

NOT sell windshields”

WINDSHIELD REPAIR
16

43
56

ch

BOOMSWAG BLINDS &
DRAPERY
We are your local window
treatment experts specializing
in custom blinds, shades,
shutters, and drapery.
417-362-9555

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERICAL | AUTO
870-321-1098

16
37

40
ch

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL | AUTO
870-321-1098

REPLACE YOUR ROOF with the
best looking and longest lasting
material steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! 3 styles and multiple
colors available. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer - $500 Discount plus
Additional 10% off install (for
military, health workers and 1st
responders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 888-809-1119.

DRY CREEK TREE
SERVICE

* Tree Removals & Trimming
* Cleanup & Topping

* Emergency Storm Damage
Insured & Free Estimates

Call Colten @
870-688-1462

Homes For Rent Auto Repair Home Services Miscellaneous Tree ServiceRoofing

HARRISON
(870-741-SELL)

JASPER
(870-741-SELL)

MOUNTAIN HOME
(870-508-8000)

WEST PLAINS
(417-256-9191)

The Regional Classified

Place your ad in your hometown newspaper and reach over 
40,000 readers across Southern Missouri and Northern Arkansas.

AD DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY EDITION: 

MONDAY 3pm
SATURDAY EDITION:

THURSDAY 3pm MISSOURI

ARKANSAS
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THURSDAY FRIDAY

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

708842at
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SATURDAY

SATURDAYTHURSDAY FRIDAY

Cleaning Services
Commercial - Residential - Industrial

417-256-0459
www.partnersnshine.com

Services Include: 
Strip & Wax Floors 

Carpet Cleaning • Buffing
 Machine Scrub 

Ceramic Tile Floors 
Power Washing 

Windows Inside & Outside

Established 1986
Bonded & Insured

Partners  
In Shine

709022ch

Happy New Year,  

Happy Clean Home!


