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Shooting
in Dibble

McClain County
deputy shoots

armed man

A McClain County Sher-
iff’s deputy shot an armed
man in Dibble early this
morning after he raised his
weapon at them, according to
the Oklahoma State Bureau of
Investigation.

Officers were called to
investigate reports of shots
being fired about 3 a.m. and
when they knocked on the
door at 21380 MacArthur
Ave. Todd Sparks opened the
door with a gun in his hand,
according to OSBI.

Sparks was transported to

Please see Shooting, back page

Suspect
spotted

Monday’s
manhunt comes

up empty

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

5 A 4-hour
| searchin Pur-
| cell Monday
* | night for a
' /| suspect want-
| edbyNorman
| police ended
with the man
still at large.
Purcell Po-
lice Chief Kevin Williams
said Tuesday that Officer Zach
Paulk spotted Tobias Reno, 35,
ataresidencearound 5:25 p.m.
When Reno saw Paulk, he
led the officer on a chase, run-

Tobias Reno

Please see Reno, back page

Just
the

Things you may
not know about
Purcell’s hospital

JleanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

The fate of Purcell Mu-
nicipal Hospital is resting
with the registered voters
in Purcell.
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An election on August
23 will determine whether
Purcell will add a penny
sales tax solely to keep
McClain County’s only
hospital afloat.

But before you go to the
polls August 23 to vote on
a city-wide penny sales tax
earmarked for the hospital,
there is much to consider.

Friends in Support of Pur-

cell Hospital has compiled a
number of facts and FAQs
which residents may or may

Please see Facts, back page

JeanneGrimes
The Purcell Register

Fourteen strong, they came
from across the metro on
their day off, donating their
time and the sweat of their
collective brows to thank
Lexington’s veterans.

The crew consisted of
Home Depot store manag-
ers, assistant store managers,

Post improvements

Team Depot grant, volunteers aid
Lex American Legion

department supervisors and
store associates.

And they were there to help
Lexington’s American Legion
Post 301 with much needed
improvements to the Legion
hall at 104 E. Broadway.

Represented were Home

Street light rehab

Jeanne Grimes © The Purcell Register

A city crew on Monday began removing Main Street lighting for what city manger
Dale Bunn described as rehab work on the tall poles. The work will include a new
coat of paint, as well as installation of LED bulbs. Downtown Purcell won’t be left
in the dark for long. The street lights will go back up once the repairs are complete.

Painting the post

Depot,

Jeanne Grimes ® The Purcell Register

The American Legion post in Lexington underwent several
improvements July 14 at the hands of volunteers from Home

School
days

Bells will
ring in new
academic year

Purcell will have an early
starttothe2016-17 school year.
Classes begin on August 10.
Enrollment at Purcell

Please see School, back page

Pokémon craze

John D. Montgomery * The Purcell Register

Pokémon Go has come to downtown Purcell as well as other areas in town. Groups as large as this eight person

group down to a single person can be spotted around the area.

Along with the McClain
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, the Oklahoma State
Bureau of Investigation was
investigating a suspicious
death in Wayne Wednesday
morning.

Late breaking news

Another victory

ShaeBug wins

According to McClain
County Sheriff Don Hewett,
no name had been released
as of press time. A body was

a tradition rich
66-year-old golf

tournament.

Pg. 1 B

Storm
brings

rain
1.30” falls early
Friday morning

What may have been the last
rain for a while turned out to
be a pretty good one.

A storm that packed severe

Please see Storm, back page
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July sales taxes up and down

The Oklahoma Tax Commis-
sion returned $136,199,541 in
sales taxes to 514 cities and
towns in July.

That was a decrease
of $870,089 from the
$137,069,630 those munici-

palities received a year ago.
The use tax disbursement of
$10,046,332 was distributed
among 399 cities and towns.
Incounty returns, 76 counties
shared in a $28,031,592 sales
tax disbursement.

The use tax disbursement
of $2,231,747 was distributed
among 74 counties.

The disbursement represent
sales from May 16-31 and es-
timated sales from June 1-15.

Jury
SALES Tax REPORT

Heart of Oklahoma

CITY RATE 2016 2015 DIFFERENCE
Blanchard 04 $177,852.34 $189,836.88 -$11,984 .54
Byars 04 $2.498.53 $1,660.07 +$838.46
Cole 04 $1,142.38 $1,296.40 -$154.02
Dibble 05 $19,617.97 $18,205.92 +$1,412.05
Goldsby 035 $95,459.85 $99,089.11 -$3,629.26
Lexington 04 $32,044.11 $32.,654.95 -$610.84
Lindsay 04  $167.002.66 $269,203.58 -$102,200.92
Maysville 04 $24 23891 $30,216.78 -$5,977.87
Newcastle 04  $513.281.73 $474.673.30 +$38,608.43
Noble 04 $107,187.70 $124,167.84 -$16,980.14
Norman 04 $6,065,209.98 $5,292,000.14 +$707,000.86
Paoli 03 $3.475.31 $5,557.76 -$2,082 .45
Pauls Valley 045 $468.,905.36 $533,476.60 -$64,571.24
Purcell 04 $376,816.12 $391,330.66 -$14514.54
Slaughterville 02 $14,468.75 $13,299.72 +$1,169.03
Wanette 035 $2,041.58 $1.442 44 +$599.14
Washington 04 $12,514.13 $14.255.23 -$1,741.10
Wayne 035 $11,079.29 $11,998.24 -$918.95
McClain County .005 $179.444 31 $171,496.53 +$7,947.78
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Behind the badge

Church showing support Friday

Grimes
The Purcell Register

Times are hard for law
enforcement so the congre-
gation of one Purcell church
setout to bring about change.

Cristo es Rey, 2418 N. 9th
Ave., will honor police and
firefighters with an apprecia-
tion luncheon at noon Friday
at the church.

The Rev. Francisco Viez-
cas, pastor, said church mem-
bers hope “around 30 or so”
will accept the invitation.

Viezcas has invited the
Purcell police and fire depart-
ments, as well as McClain

Purcel

MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL

County Sheriff’s Department.
“We think they deserve it,”
the pastor said. “Wehavebeen
in Purcell 25 years. We want
to let them know we are com-
mitted to praying forthem and
helping in any way we can.”
“It’s real neat of them to
do that,” Sheriff Don Hewett
said of the appreciation lunch.
Viezcas sees the congrega-
tion’s outreach tolaw enforce-
ment as a simple matter of
gratitude
“They put their lives on the
line every day. As a church,
we love them and pray for
them every day,” he added.

Tuesday,

4k A St. Anthony Hospital Affiliate

Paid for by Friends in support of PMH.

® 2nd Largest Employer
in Town

* $4.9 Million Annual Payroll
® 139 Total Employees

¢ PMH Generates

$1.5 Million in Income as
Employees Interact With Other
Sectors of the Economy.

7 day forecast from w @PurcellRegister @OUNewsCrowd
Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed

99°77° 99°76° 99°76° 98°75° 93°74° 95°75° 95°75°

Sunny Sunny

Sunny

Sunny

20%T-Storms

Sunny  20%T-Storms

Triple digits and possible storms

A high pressure system will
dominate our weather pattern
for this week. Highs will be
in the upper90s;, however the

heatindex could reach the triple
digits. There is a chance for
pop-up T-Storms on Monday
and Wednesday.

Remember to stay hydrated
and take frequent breaks if you
are working outside!

— Ashley Pratt

McClain Co. Free Fair

paves way for State Fair
Held at McClain County Expo Center in Purcell

Welchel
For The Purcell Register

It is once again time to pre-
pare for the annual McClain
County Free Fair, which will
showcase one week prior to the
Oklahoma State Fair.

The McClain Co.Free Fairis
set for September 7-10 and will
be held at McClain Co. Expo
Center in Purcell. The State
Fair will begin September 15
and run through September 25.

“The McClain County Fairis
astrong asset to the community,
and we continue to look for
ways to improve, educate and
entertain on a bigger and better
scale than last year,” said a fair
organizer.

“Plans are well under way to
bring to our community a fair
filled with live entertainment,
livestock shows and kiddy
tractor pulls.”

Fair books, which list all
general information and rules,
are available at now at the Mc-
Clain Co. OSU Extension Of-
fice or at either the Newcastle
or Blanchard libraries. You can
even view it online at www.
mcclaincountyfair.com.

Also online for the first time
are livestock and open class
entry forms. Entries may be
entered from August 1 to Sep-
tember 2, but fair officials ask
that you only enter items that
you will be bringing to the fair.
Entry forms are also located in
the back of each fair book.

Evenifyoudon’tplantoenter
items in the MCFF, the event is
sure to prove as a time of enjoy-
ment for the whole family. With
special contests and activities,
livestock shows, 4-H exhibits
and Open Classes, there is
something for everyone.

A special contest this year is
the Quilt Block Challenge. This
contest is open to any resident
of McClain County, any 4-H
member orany OHCE member.
Winners will be determined by
viewer’s choice. Instructions
can be viewed online or in the
fair book.

The Kiddie Tractor Pulls
will be held at 7:30 on Friday,
September 11 for children ages
4-12 years old with registra-
tion on site. This is just one of
the many activities geared for
family entertainment; others

include: children’s stick horse
rodeo, pie making contest,
cake decorating contest, salsa
contest, fair art contest, boot
decorating and t-shirt design
contest to name a few.

The livestock shows will
feature dairy and beef cattle,
swine, market and dairy goats,
sheep, poultry, rabbits and
horses. The 4-H and Open
Class exhibits will include:
arts, science and technology,
consumer and family science,
health and lifestyle education,
environmental education and
earth science and plant and
animal divisions. There is a
separate category division for
Cloverbuds.

In addition, there will be
commercial vendors and tra-
ditional fair food on hand. If
you are a vendor interested in
renting a booth space, contact
Fair Manager Johnny Roberts
at 205-4732 or the McClain
Co. OSU Extension Office at
527-2174.

For more information on the
MCEFF, visit www.mcclain-
countyfair.com or contact mc-
claincountyfair@gmail.com.

W

New Rotary Board

' 4 b
L ¥
e

John D. Montgomery * The Purcell Register

The new board of directors for the year 2016-17 Purcell Rotary Club are, from left, Jennifer
Warren, Bernie Cash, Don Glover, Lou Ann Wood, Cody Barton, David Klein, Suzanne Woodrow-
Snell, Charlie Sherman, Brian Ashbridge, Justin Blankenship and president Pat Martin.

Friends don't
let friends
watch Cable.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV TODAY!

C&D SATELLITE

SYSTEMS

Your Local Authorized DIRECTV Dealer

DIRECTV

AUTHORIZED DEALER

405-527-5917

Hardware and programming available separately. Conditions apply. ©2016 AT&T Intellectual Property. AU rights reserved. AT&T, Globe logo and DIRECTV are registered trademarks of
ATRT Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies.
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NEWS &

PHS Enrollment

Purcell High School will
hold enrollments for seniors-
freshmen July 25-28.

Seniors will enroll Mon-
day, July 25, from 9 a.m.-3
p.m.; juniors enroll on Tue-
day, July 26, from 9 a.m.-3
p.m.; and sophomores enroll
Wednesday, July 27, from 9
a.m.-3 p.m.

Freshmen students will
enroll and have a parents
meeting Thursday, July 28,
at 6 p.m.

For more information call
527-4400.

Competency,
Placement

Exams

Purcell High School will be
providing competency and
placement exams at 8 a.m.
Wednesday, July 27, in the
high school library.

Students interested in
taking the exams need to
email Amy Tolle at tollea@
purcellps.org with the name,
grade and exam they wish
to take by Thursday, July
21, in order to be eligible to
participate.

Wayne Testing
Fire Hydrants

The Wayne Volunteer Fire
Department will be testing
fire hydrants during the
month of July.

Some discoloration may
occur.

Museum News

The McClain County Mu-
seum and Historical Society
will be open Thursday, June
21,and Friday, July 22, from
1-4 p.m.

Thursday, July 21, Gary
Rice with the Purcell Public
Library will be available
to help individuals with
genealogical research and
McClain County historical
questions at the museum,

203 W. Washington, from 2-4
p-.m.Noappointmentis needed.

Contact the museum at
mcmuseum@mail.com, call
(405) 701-3171 or Facebook
to schedule an alternate time to
visit or to purchase the historic
Purcell poster.

Purcell Little
League Football

Purcell Little League Foot-
ball signups will be held
Saturday, July 23, from 8
a.m. to noon and Monday,
July 25, from 6-8 p.m. at the
storage unit behind Pizza Hut
in Purcell.

The signup fee is $65 for
the first child and $45 for each
sibling and the cost of jersey/
pants is $75/set.

Each player will need to
turn in a copy of their birth
certificate and a recent photo.

Junior
Golf Clinic

A junior golf clinic will be
held at Brent Bruehl Memorial
Golf Course in Purcell July 27-
28 from 8-9:30 each day.

The clinic is for golfers age
eightto 17.

The cost for the three-day
clinic is $40.

For more information, or to
sign up, call 527-5114.

Chamber

Luncheon

The July Heart of Oklahoma
Chamber of Commerce lun-
cheon will be held Friday, July
29,at12p.m.atRodney’s Pizza
Place in Purcell.

RSVP to the chamber if you
plan to attend at 527-3093.

SummerSing at

Sunray Baptist

Sunray Baptist Church
welcomes Link Union,
bluegrass family from
Lebanon, Mo., to its 11th
annual SummerSing Saturday,
July 30, at 6:30 p.m.

Admission is free. A love
offering will be taken. Sunray
is located at 2223 North 9th
Street in Purcell.

For more information call
527-6808.

Dibble

Enrollment

Dibble Public School will
be having its enrollment for
students that are new to the
district August 2-4 from 8 a.m.
to 1 p.m.

Bring the following to enroll:
birth certificate, immunization
record,Social Security number
and proof of residence (utility
billin parent/guardian’s name).

Dibble Public School will be
on a four-day week schedule
for the 2016-2017 school year.

Classes begin Thursday,
August 11, at 8:05 a.m.

Back to
School Bash

Santa Fe Plaza will be the
place to be for a Back to School
Bash Saturday, August 6.

Sponsored by Landmark
Church and Tommy’s Tote-
bag’s Book-N-Bag Project,the
free bash will be from 5-8 p.m.

There will be free school sup-
plies, free food, free haircuts,
games inflatables and prizes.

Santa Fe Plaza is located at
Second Avenue and Apache
Street in Purcell.

For more information call
(405) 922-3911.

Required
Immunization

All incoming seventh grade
students at Purcell Junior High
arerequired to getaTDAP shot
before they will be allowed to
enroll. This is a state require-
ment and must be received be-
fore the start of the 2016-2017
school year.

The McClain County Health
Department will be open for
those students needing to get
their TDAP shot Tuesdays from
8:30-11:a.m.and 1-4 p.m. and
Wednesdays from 8:30-11 a.m.

For more information, call
Purcell Junior High at 527-
6591 extension 3304.

Subscribe and
Help Libraries

You can help fight illiteracy
and get your only local news
source all wrapped up in one
easy step.

Fill out the form to subscribe

or renew your subscription
to The Purcell Register and
you can donate to the school
library of your choice.

For every renewal or sub-
scription, the newspaper will
donate $5 in the subscriber’s
name to school libraries in
Purcell, Lexington, Wash-
ington or Wayne.

The offer will continue
through August 1.

Yearly subscriptions are
$30 for McClain, Cleveland
and Garvin counties, $40 in
all other counties and $58 for
out-of-state.

Senior Citizens
Music Project

Lexington Senior Citizens
iS sponsoring a music jam
from 1-5:00 p.m. every Tues-
day. All traditional country,
gospel, or bluegrass musi-
cians and singers are invited
to perform.

All live music and admis-
sionfree. The publicisinvited.
Make your plans to be with us
and bring your friends.

For more information con-
tactHank Ivesterat 527-7694.

Purcell
NA Group

Purcell New Beginnings
Group of Narcotics Anony-
mous meets Wednesdays
at 7 p.m. for Living Clean

Text and Saturdays at’7p.m.
for It Works.

The group meets at the 7th
and Monroe Church of Christ
in Purcell.

For more information call
Sarah W. at (405) 816-9233
orCody C.at(405)468-1732.

Business

Consulting

The Oklahoma Small Busi-
ness Development Center
offers free personalized
counseling that is compre-
hensive and individualized
to meet business needs.

You can register for free
online business counseling at
www.osbdc.orgor schedule a
confidential meeting by call-
ing (580) 559-5920 or e-mail
aritter@ecok.edu.

Food for Thought returns to the library
with easy salsa ideas

Bringing their unique ideas
for easy recipes and maximiz-
ing resources available in the
kitchen and pantry, the Food
for Thought Learning Institute
returns to the Pioneer Library
System for a fourth year as part
of this year’s Summer Reading
Program.

Representatives of the group
will be at the Purcell Public
Library at 6:30 p.m. Monday,
July 25.

This year, they’ll be spicing
things up by giving participants
a look at various types of easy
salsas. Participants will get
to take a variety of fruits and
vegetables and look at, think
about and even taste options to
decide what salsa they’ll make
and then take home.

“We will do tasting exercises
with the ingredients first, and

we want people to think about
how to combine different
things, the value of things with
what actually just tastes good
together,” said Sunny Hill, one
of the chefs and instructors with
Food for Thought.

The organization has worked
throughout Norman and the
surrounding communities since
2010,educating local residents
on good ideas for healthy eating
and making common ingredi-
ents go into tasty recipes.

They’ve worked with organi-
zations like Bridges of Norman,
the United Way, Dimensions
Academy, and most recently
the City of Moore on several
healthy initiative projects.

“We are already busy with
what we do separately, but we
see this work as a calling,” said
MattJoplin,one of the founders
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- Branco

Furniture Repair

,‘*:) Recaning

Repair of Puppy Chews

: (with purchase of 3 other glued chairs)

General furniture repair

& Touch Up

Chair Re-Glue

FREE

Valid w/coupon only + Not valid w/other offers + EXP 8-6-16

Family Owned &
Operated Over 40 years

'C:a_ll fonz Appomtment 405-788-2847‘

BrancoFurmture@aol com [

of Food for Thought.

The salsa program will be for
adults 18 and up and there will
be a limit of 24 people for each
class so enough supplies will
be available. All the supplies,
including containers for partici-
pants to take home their salsa
creations, will be provided.

Sponsors forthis year’sedition
of the Summer Reading Program
are Hitachi Computer Products

of America Inc., the Oklahoma
Arts Council, the Anne and
Henry Zarrow Foundation, the
Institute of Museum and Library
Services, Oklahoma College
Savings Plan, Sonic, The Okla-
homan Newspapers in Educa-
tion, the Oklahoma Department
of Libraries, the Pioneer Library
System Foundation, Friends of
the Library groups and the Pio-
neer Library System.
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Ball and Morse, PLLC

Awtorney at Law

General Practice

Criminal and Civil Litigation

N\

A\

108 N. Second Street | Purcell, OK 73080
111 N. Peters Ave | Suite 440 | Norman, OK 73069
405-701-5355| Fax405-701-2830
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* Photo provided

Personal page

Sunny Sanders of Washington served as a personal page to
Rep. Lisa J. Billy at the Oklahoma House of Representatives
May 26, 2016. Sunny is the daughter of Mark and Marsha
Sanders, and she will be attending Purcell High School in the fall.
Sunny is active in sports and enjoys playing softball, basketball
and tennis. Serving at the Oklahoma House was a wonderful
opportunity for Sunny to learn more about state government

and the legislative process.

from the

- City of Purcell

The City of Purcell does free brush pickup two times per
year in the fall and again in the spring. These schedules will
be published in The Purcell Register and can be obtained at
Purcell City Hall.

During the remainder of the year, the City of Purcell will do
brush pickup by work order only. This means that the customer
has to call in to City Hall to request pickup with charges to be
assessed to the customer utility account.

The charges may range from $15 for a small load up to $50
for a large load.

The garbage company, WCA, does bulk waste pickup on
the fourth Monday of each month. This includes small loads
of brush. The brush needs to be cut in three foot lengths and
bundled with twine.

Loyalty
M!egnry

A/C Installation * Service * Repair
Commercial & Residential

lwﬂ”ﬂf Doug Keeler
405-615-2707

Finduson

Facebook

NORMAN LOCATION
CLOSING FOREVER!

Exit 106 & I-35 Norman

After many years at this location the —— . |
decision has been made to close the
Norman location.

The state has the building slated to
be demolished in fiscal year 2019. It's
an eminent domain thing. The owner
has decided to liquidate this massive
inventory directly to the public.

There will never be a better time to
“ save on quality name
- brand furniture at

. greatly reduced prices! The owner will be
on site to accept all offers. Bring your

"~ . truck, trailer and some help to

load and we will save you some
| money!

Hurry, as the best stuff will go
fast, but we have an enormous
inventory and selection.

WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK.
10 AM to 6 PM Monday through Saturday ' - &
12 PM to 5 PM Sunday 3
Call 405-360-5717
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Unbelievable

Even before the most recent
policekillings in Baton Rouge,
we were working on this col-
umn for this week’s Purcell
Register.

As unbelievable as it is that
people are purposely and ruth-
lessly picking off police like
they are in a video game, the
story out of Washington State
is even more unbelievable.

I’m not making this up.

In Sedro-Woolley, Wash-
ington a county sheriff in a
county about 70 miles south of
Seattle says a restaurant owner
has asked law enforcement
officers no longer dine in his
establishment.

What?

Sheriff Will Reichardt said
after four deputies finished
lunch at Lucky’s Teriyaki in
Sedro-Woolley last Thursday,
the owner asked them not to
eat there anymore.

Reichardt reported deputies
were told customers didn’t like
law enforcement there.

The sheriff’s chief deputy
called the owner later that
day and the owner confirmed

Editor’s
Notebook

the story and requested that
department spread the word
among other law enforcement
agencies.

The law enforcement com-
munity, which is now unwel-
come to eat at that establish-
ment must continue to answer
disturbance calls there and
elsewhere.

Who knows how many
people the police will be called
to defend harbour those ill
feelings.

Yet, rest assured, they will
call the police when they need

them.

It’s tragic.

We applaud police and all law
enforcement for the job they do.

We are very, very apprecia-
tive of our police, sheriff’s
department, fire department
and ambulance service.

Toall of you firstresponders,
our hats are off to you.

We thank you for your self-
less and many times thankless
jobs you do every day.

When shots are fired, police
head into the fray. They are
not running away but into the
conflict.

When ahouse catches on fire
the firefighters go in and when
there is a traffic accident the
ambulance personnel, along
with firemen and police like the
Oklahoma Highway Patrol an-
swer the bell with no hesitation.

Thanks to all of you. We ap-
preciate you and ache with you
about the recent losses.

AndifIhad arestaurant, you
would not only be welcome
but you would eat for free,
which the owner has reportedly
relented to.

NEwWS FROM CAPITOL HILL

Funding the fight for a cure

Congressman Tom Cole

Asthe summer months begin,
we are reminded once more that
the fight against the Zika virus
is not over.

The fear of Zika breaching
our shores has many Americans
worried that partisan gridlock
will prevent the government
from taking the necessary
steps to aggressively fight the
potentially rapid spread of this
horrible disease.

But Americans can rest as-
sured, our top national health
agencies, including the Centers
of Disease Control (CDC)
and the National Institutes for
Health (NIH), are on the front
lines. Over the past months,
both Democrats and Republi-
cans in the House have worked
to find solutions to combat the

virus, and to provide robust
funding for our health agencies
to end the spread of Zika.

Unfortunately, Democrats
in the Senate and the Obama
White House continue to put
their political agenda ahead
of the immediate needs of the
American people. They would
rather have a phony political
issue than a serious effort to
ensure funding exists for the
long term efforts to eradicate
this virus.

Legislation recently passed
by the House of Representa-
tives included more than $1.1
billion to combat the Zika
virus.As the legislation moved
through both chambers,Repub-
licans were confident that this
would be the ultimate path to
immediately begin fighting the
disease.

But Democrats were eager to
put their own political agenda
above the health and safety of
Americans, as well as putting
aside military and veterans’
needs, which were also in-
cludedinthelegislation. Sadly,
Senate Democrats madeitclear
that they would rather have a
political issue than a medical
solution.

To help fast-track the re-
sponse to widespread viruses
like Zika and Ebola, the Labor,
Health and Human Services
appropriations bill for fiscal
year 2017 includes a reserve
fund for the Centers for Disease
Control to access in times of
bio-emergencies.

Thisreserve essentially gives

Hello from District 42

® Rep. Lisa Billy o

Recession, not tax policy reason for

current budget constraints

As Oklahoma House of Rep-
resentative members worked
late into the last legislative
session to balance the state
budget, we heard much rhetoric
abouthow our tax policies were
to blame for the $1.3 billion
budget hole the state faced.

It was with great interest,
therefore, that I read the most
recent report released by the
State Treasurer. The State Trea-
surer has confirmed the state
actually hasbeenin arecession
that started in 2015, sparked
by three straight quarters of
constriction in gross domestic
product (GDP).

The State Treasurer and oth-
ers pointout thatin arecession,
it’s impossible to expect tax
receipts to grow. One popular
argument during the past leg-
islative session was that if we
had not cut the state’s top tax
rate all our problems would

have been solved.

Increasing tax rates, though,
only puts more burdens on the
businesses and individuals pay-
ing the taxes, making for less
money to spend in the general
economy and on growing their
businesses.

Instead of blaming tax rates
and tax policy, the State Trea-
surer’s report gives us a clearer
picture of where the fault actu-
ally lies — declining economic
activity in the state.

Among the 41 states that
experienced growth in GDP
during the fourth quarter, they
saw the rise in industries such
as information, construction,
professional, scientific and
technical services.

In Oklahoma, which is heav-
ily dependent on the oil and gas
industry, we were subject to the
sharp decline in the price of a
barrel of oil, which reached a

low of $30.32 in February. The
good news is the price crept
back to almost $49 for a bar-
rel of Benchmark West Texas
Intermediate crude in June.

That gives us some hope for
more revenue as legislators be-
ginwork on the fiscal year 2018
budget,butitalso highlights the
continued need for our state to
diversify its revenue sources.

Another discussion that

reached a fever pitch during
the legislative session was the
state’s policies on tax rebates,
credits and incentives. While
again, I would point out that
these are not to blame for the
state’s current recession, I do
agree that each of these needs
to be examined for the ac-
tual fiscal benefit they provide
Oklahoma.

Letters to the Editor Policy

All letters to the editor must include the signature of the author and all

those listed as signees. All letters must include the name, address and a

daytime phone number for verification purposes. Addresses and phone

numbers will not be published.

The Purcell Register does not print anonymous letters to the edi-

tor. Only two letters per month will be printed from the same author.

Letters should be kept to a maximum of one (1) single spaced typed

letter-sized page.

The Purcell Register reserves the right to edit any and all letters.

Letters to the editor during any campaign cycle which seek to endorse

acandidate or discredit another will not be published during the campaign

cycle. Letters to the editor published in The Purcell Register do not

necessarily reflect the opinion of the newspaper.

Our Views

I like staycations

I am not planning a lengthy
summer vacation in an exotic
locale like Hawaii or Fiji or
the Bahamas.

I’m not considering a trip
to New York or Chicago or
New Orleans.

Ican’tevenimagine acruise
on an elaborate ocean liner to
the Caribbean or a fabulous
flight to Madrid or Tokyo or
Bejing.

I don’teven long for a train
ride to Los Angeles or Miami
or a bus ride to Cleveland or
St. Louis.

What I’'m getting this sum-
mer is going to be exactly
what I need.

I’m going to have a stayca-
tion.

I think one can reap some
real benefits by having a stay-
cation. Do you know what a

Potpourri

staycation is?

It means just staying home
andrelaxing instead of travel-
ing. I will be reading, watch-
ing television and enjoying
the simple pleasures of life.

Of course you understand
that a staycation might also
include a little snacking now
and then...you know, like
something chocolate, maybe.

Your Views

Community support
appreciated

Dear Editor,

As I sit down writing this, Dallas PD is still in the process
of burying those brave Police Officers in Dallas; those who
I consider my Brothers. A nation mourns, families of the
fallen mourn, alongside their fellow LEO Brothers and Sisters.

I wish to express my eternal gratitude to our community
who has once again reached out to the Purcell Police Depart-
ment to express their support. We have received cards from
local churches along with cards from our youngest citizens
to senior citizens. Sweet treats and words of encouragement
directly from those I know; to those I’ve never met before.

The monetary donations the Purcell FOP have received will
be hand delivered to the fallen Dallas PD/ DART officers’

family representative.

A man approached me at the gym the day before yester-
day just to say thanks and offer sympathy and kind words.
Another church has put on a luncheon in direct appreciation
of Purcell PD members. My fellow officers have received
the same kindness and support over and over many times.

My supervisor and I took a patrol unit for radio repair to
the Metro. We stopped at a local eatery in Norman to get a
quick bite of breakfast. When I asked for the bill, the wait-
ress advised our meal had been paid for ‘anonymously,’ but
pointed her head and eyes out the window to a middle aged
couple who was walking to their vehicle in the parking lot-
never asking for acknowledgement. The waitress would only
state, “They said they give thanks for what you do every day.”

The Purcell Register’s editorials and stories do not vilify
law enforcement actions in order to sell newspapers and
presumptively ad space. If justified, they will report the facts
but does not try to lead readers into shocking suppositions.
PPD trusts our hometown newspaper more than any other
media outlet and the Montgomery family has always been
supportive in our endeavors to make Purcell the best place

in the state.

Throughout our ‘daily grind’ of all the negative and tragic
things we respond to, I want the citizens of Purcell to know
that we are truly touched by your gestures of encourage-
ment and kindness. This is the super fuel that we continue
to consume that eases our grief.

My heartfelt appreciation goes out to all of Purcell. You

are truly amazing!

Respectfully,

Kevin Austin, Patrol Lieutenant, Purcell PD


http://purcellregister.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=9c4928de-510e-551d-a7ec-a81c12ccdec9
http://purcellregister.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=9c4928de-510e-551d-a7ec-a81c12ccdec9
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Vandals strike church

For the third night in a row vandals struck the church hall and playground at Our Lady of Victory
Catholic Church. Patio furniture was overturned and part of the playground was destroyed. The
church is considering placing security cameras on the grounds and Purcell Police are stepping
up patrols. Anyone with information on the vandalism is asked to call Purcell Police at 527-4613.

Bill Bruegan ¢ The Purcell Register

Billy:

We want to continue to attract
more businesses and industry
so that we can provide stable,
well-paying jobs for those
who graduate from Oklahoma
schools and those who wish to
move here because of relatively
low-cost of living and our fam-
ily oriented culture. Still, we
must always consider how our
policies affect our schools, our
health care, our public safety,
our roads and other core gov-
ernment services.

The past several years some
tax credits and exemptions

have been removed or altered
but now every tax credit (some
have been on the books for
many decades) is receiving
scrutiny and evaluation.

The State Treasurer’s report
goes on to say that general in-
dicators fail to point to marked
economic recovery atthis time.
This is a sobering reminder as
we begin work on next year’s
budget.

What we do know, now
more than ever, however, is
that we may need to do less to
restructure our tax policies and

Not so good news

Dear Editor,

With regrets I must once again respond to State Rep. Lisa
Billy’s weekly column, specifically the one dated July 14.1Itis
titled “Good News for School Budgets.”

Ourrepresentative seems pleased and proud that the Oklahoma
School Land Commission last week provided tiny increases of
tax payer money to the public schools and institutions of higher
education. Of course it did so in compliance with current law,
not because of anything Lisa or the Legislature directed it to do.
Casual readers of her report might think, based on the headline,
that all is well when it comes to funding Oklahoma education.
The reality is exactly the opposite and citizens should know it.

Here are the facts. The School Land Commission allocated an
increase of $700,000 among our 27 colleges and universities.
Simultaneously the Legislature reduced appropriations for those
same institutions by $67,000,000 this year on top of a cut last
year of $120,000,000.

Therefore, total loss of state revenue for higher education as
ordered by the Republican controlled legislature just during the
last two years = $187 million.

Total new money from the SLC = $700,000.

And this is good news? Apparently so for Rep. Billy and her
Republican colleagues or she wouldn’t be bragging about it in
her article to your readers.

Lisa justified this fiscal train wreck by reporting, and I quote,
“while higher education did receive cuts in the state’s current
budget, it was determined ... higher education was in a better
position to weather these cuts.”

What she doesn’t tell you is that for those who attend college
this fall or folks that support others who will, tuition rates are
going up ranging from 7 percent at OU and OSU to as high as
13 percent at regional colleges.

Rep. Billy’s silly attempt to bamboozle her constituents about
funding for public education clearly means she is unaware of,
ordoesn’t care about, President Abraham Lincoln’s wise advice
to politicians.

Lincoln wrote: “You can fool all of the people some of the
time and some of the people all of the time but you can’t fool
all the people all of the time.”

I don’t think Lisa and her like-minded colleagues fool any-
body ... anymore.

Sincerely,
Cal Hobson
Lexington
Lindsey Street exit is closed. WINE AND sAP If/l{/IT S
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more to try to boost our gross
domestic product.

Thank you for giving me the
opportunity to represent you
at the Capitol. I will keep you
updated often on the status of
our great state. God bless you
and God bless Oklahoma!

Feel free to contact me at
(405) 557-7365 or at lisaj-
billy @okhouse.gov.

Welcome to
Lennox Valley,

Kevin Slimp’s

" The Good Folks
of Lennox Valley

Loneliness lasts. It never completely goes
away. It is the one emotion that seems to make
its way into the hearts of almost every man and
woman sometime during a lifetime. Sure, it can
be masked. Other people and interests partially
fill the void, but now and then loneliness seems to
find its way back when least expected.

Claire Paletta knew all about loneliness, and for
some reason, it had just dawned on her an anniver-
sary was approaching, an anniversary she would
just as soon forget. August 4, 1998, would mark
one year to the day since Claire moved to Lennox
Valley to be with her soulmate, Chris Rhodehouse.
And as soulmates often do, Chris soon left her to
be with his soulmate, a younger woman he met
while attending a national leadership conference
for book dealers in Des Moines, Iowa.

Claire was no stranger to loneliness. Mar-
ried at 21, she found herself 32 and single with no
children 11 years later. In the 12 years since the
divorce, Claire had tried dating a few times. This
was before computer dating became the rage, and
it was a little harder to find potential suitors.

At one point, she thought she had found the
one. That all changed when she learned the one
she was so sure about had secretly planned a
romantic cruise for two to Hawaii, and she wasn’t
invited. To make matters worse, she found about
the trip on her own, four days before the happy
couple set sail on Hawaiian Cruise Line’s ship ap-
propriately named “Independence.”

Claire thought she would never get over the
experience, but time is a funny thing. As William
Shakespeare once wrote, “Better three hours too
soon than a minute too late.”

Eventually, she marked what she later called
“the Hawaii event” to experience, thankful that
she found out before it was too late and she was
married to a man who might secretly take other
women onh ocean voyages.

A year later she met Chris Rhodehouse. Blond
and blue-eyed with a big smile, he looked the
part of a future soulmate. They met, interest-
ingly enough, at a personal growth conference in

Soulmate memories
haunt Claire Paletta

Nashville, Tennessee. Claire was there to hear her
favorite self-help guru speak on “Attracting the
Positive and Deflecting the Negative.” Chris was
working at a vendor’s booth, selling copies of the
speaker’s latest book to excited buyers.

Fresh from a session titled “Finding Your
Soulmate,” Claire stood five deep in line, waiting
for her turn to buy a copy of “Colossal Steps.” She
felt sure she would return two hours later when,
for ten dollars, she would meet the author as he
signed her just-purchased copy.

Little did she know that less than a year later,
she would be packing almost everything she
owned and moving to a small town three states
away to be with her real soulmate. After all those
years, Chris was worth the wait, or so she thought.

Claire sat in her living room, shades partially
pulled so the room was a bit dark, listening to her
favorite singer from her teen years:

There’s something in my eyes, you
know it happens every time

I think about a love that I thought
would save me.

While Claire thought about the past, Iris Long
was busy finalizing the pages for the next day’s
edition of Hometown News. After writing and
rewriting the headline more than a dozen times,
Iris finally settled on:

Cooper Lays an Egg Following Price Fiasco

On the Opinion page, Iris penned an 800-word
editorial titled, “Is There Anyone Out There?” In
paragraph three, she wrote, “Surely there is some-
one worthy of leading our valley into the future
without lies, tricks and deceit.”

She added that Dick Bland was a “fine man,”
but would have a hard time defeating Cooper.

She reminded the voters it wasn’t too late. The
statute for mayoral elections allowed candidates
to place their names on the ballot as late as 21 days
before the election. That meant there were two
days before the deadline.

“The qualifications are as follows: At least 28
years of age, no felony convictions, and a resident
of Lennox Valley for 12 months.”

Kevin Slimp now makes his home in Knoxville, Tennessee. Write to Kevin at lennoxvalley @kevinslimp.com

Cole:

the CDC director immedi-
ate access to funds when the
need is urgent for widespread
diseases. In times of political
gridlock, where neither party
can agree to move anything
forward, this fund helps allevi-
ate the wait for Congressional
approval.

It has been compared as the
“FEMA for health,” where it
allows immediate response
to epidemic threats, without
waiting for Congress to ap-
prove the funds necessary to
respond to significant threat
to the health of American
citizens.

The legislation also re-
mained committed to its pur-
pose of funding vital research
programs at both the CDC
and NIH.

In its core, it is a strong
representation of American
values, and touches the lives
of every American. We must

always seek to find cures for
some of our most dreaded
diseases.

I am deeply concerned
that these efforts are being
thwarted by partisan political
shenanigans.

It’s not just wrong, it’s ir-
responsible.

Better idea on overtime threshold

NNA endorses common-sense bill

The National Newspaper
Association today applauded a
proposal by four House Demo-
crats to phase in an increase in
the threshold salary require-
ments for overtime-exempt
employees.

Abill by Reps.Kurt Schrader,
Oregon; Jim Cooper, Tennes-
see; Henry Cuellar, Texas; and
Collin Peterson, Minnesota,
would help small businesses
to comply with a new rule by
the U.S. Department of Labor
that would will increase the
salary threshold by about 100
percent in one leap on Dec. 1,
2016. The Overtime Reform
and Enhancement Act would
instead impose a 50 percent
increase in December and then
phase out the remainder over
4 years.

Come Celebrate Cur “Annual’

Noble HHeallh Care

NNA President Chip
Hutcheson, publisher of The
Times Leader in Princeton,
KY, said, “NNA appreciates
the work of these four con-
gressmen, who appreciate the
bind small businesses in their
states were put in by the Labor
Department rule. They under-
stand that neither we nor the
Labor Department have any
idea where the money would
come from to impose a 100
percent increases on salary
levels across an entire work
force, particularly in small
towns where costs of living
are lower than in urban areas.
This bill accomplishes much of
what the government wanted to
do without strangling the small
businesses in the process.

“For us, news does not hap-

Friday, July 22
2:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Entertainment provided,

food trucks and vendor
- booths will be set up.

N
Y

In honor of Best Practices Awards &
Administrator of the Year Anna Dia

pen on a time clock. Covering
the news requires flexibility
and creativity that rigid work
rules donotallow. Our concern
has been that, with our bud-
gets constrained by the slow
economy, we would have no
choice but to cut back on news
coverage and cut jobs, in order
to keep everyone within the
rules. Rep. Schrader recog-
nizes,as we do, thatthe increase
isneeded and he wants to create
a schedule that enhances jobs
rather than squeezing them
out of small businesses. NNA
hopes members of Congress see
the wisdom of this approach.”

Ryan Russ, Agent
105 S Green Avenue
Purcell, OK 73080
Bus: 405-527-5591
www.russforus.com
Se habla Espafiol

1101022.1
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State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

The overtime threshold sets
afloor for the annual salaries of
executives considered exempt
under the Wage and Hour Act.
Today’s threshold is $23,660.
It is to be raised to $47.,446 on
Dec. 1 under a rule imposed
upon businesses by the Depart-
ment of Labor. It will go into
effect unless Congress adopts
a more moderate rule. Many
small businesses, including
many non-profits, restaurant
owners, homebuilders and
NNA, have said the steep in-
crease would cripple their abili-
ties to support their workforces
and carry out their missions.

Love,
hope,

success,
family,
security.

Some things we all

have in common.

There's nobody like me to
protect the things we all value.
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.”
CALL ME TODAY.
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A special happy birthday
to my older son, John Denny
Montgomery III.

John Denny celebrates his
birthday Friday, July 22.

sk

Another happy birthday goes
outtomy older brother, Richard
T. Evans of Venice, Fla.

Richard celebrates his birth-
day Saturday, July 23.

sk

Happy birthday to Joe Dale
Tompkins, Kylee Bennett,
Jason Ayers, Deanna Wilder,
Joelle Gray, Robert Nicho-
losn, Zhiane Dempsey, Gene
Howard, David West, Sally
Maynard, Dale Mengers, Peg-
gy Cook, Suzanne Woodrow-
Snell, Tanya Herell, Traci Mc-
Crory, Katilyn Kim, Joe Ellis,
Debbie Stevenson, Nick Bock,
Pamela Provenzano, Patrick
Harris, Traci Lambert Bou-
dreaux, Brody Galyean, Roger
Cudd, John Hobbs, Marcela
Auz, Mazy Murray-Konrade,
Alejandro Compean, Dawn
Howard, Samantha Ardery,
Grant DiRienzo, Jared Feroli,
J.E. Shea, Courtney Troyano,
Jacob Wright,KristinaChavez,
Nathaniel Chavez, Maria
Estrada, Meghan Claunch,
Charles Ervin Copeland, Edgar
Del Toro and Mary Rolewicz.

sk

Thursday, July 21, Gary
Rice with the Purcell Public
Library will be available to help
individuals with genealogical
research and McClain County
historical questions at the
museum, 203 W. Washington,
from 2-4 p.m. No appointment
is needed.

sk

The July Heart of Oklahoma
Chamber of Commerce lun-
cheon will be held Friday, July
29,at12p.m.atRodney’s Pizza
Place in Purcell.

RSVP to the chamber if you
plan to attend at 527-3093.

sk

You can help fight illiteracy
and get your only local news
source all wrapped up in one
easy step.

Fill out the form to subscribe
or renew your subscription to
The Purcell Register and you
can donate to the school library
of your choice.

For every renewal or sub-
scription, the newspaper will
donate $5 in the subscriber’s
name to school libraries in
Purcell, Lexington, Washing-
ton or Wayne.

&) It’s a Small World

Gracie Montgomery

The offer will continue
through August 1.

Yearly subscriptions are
$30 for McClain, Cleveland
and Garvin counties, $40 in
all other counties and $58 for
out-of-state.

sk

The Purcell Kiwanis are host-
ing a shoe drive. Donate a new
pair of shoes for local students
in need from pre-kindergarten
through 12th grade.

Drop-offs are accepted at the
Heart of Oklahoma Chamber
of Commerce office,Rodney’s
Pizza and with Kathy Wollen-
berg at McClain Bank.

Shoes will be made available
to students enrolled in Pur-
cell, Washington and Wayne
Schools.

For more information contact
Kiwanis by message on Face-
book: HeartOfOKKiwanis.

sk

The Summer Reading Pro-
gram means the Purcell Pub-
lic Library’s Preschool and
Toddler Story Time is racing
ahead with stories and more
for youngsters, with Story time
set for 10:30 a.m. Thursday,
July 21.

Each session of Preschool
and Toddler Story will feature
stories, rhymes, songs, games
and other activities geared to
toddlers and preschool-age
children and their caregivers.

Registration is not required
to attend any of the story times.

Find out more by visiting
the library, calling 527-5546
or going online to www.pio-
neerlibrarysystem.org/purcell.

sk

Here’s a good side dish
recipe.

Cheesy Rice and
Corn Casserole
1/2 cup Philadelphia Chive &
Onion Cream Cheese
1 egg, beaten
2 cups cooked instant brown
rice
15-1/4 oz. can of corn with red
and green bell peppers, drained
1 cup Kraft 2% Milk Shredded
Cheddar Cheese, divided

Heat oven to 375°. Mix
cream cheese and egg in large
bowl until well blended. Stir in
rice, corn and 3/4 cup cheddar.
Spoon into greased 1-1/2-qt.
baking dish.

Sprinkle with remaining
Cheddar.

Bake 20 to 25 minutes or
until Cheddar is melted and
casserole is heated through.

Follow us on

twitter.com/purcellregister

Increase Energy

NSNS

Increase Libido

"t.

You don’t have to leave
town to feel better!

NOW OFFERING

Bio-ldentical Hormone
therapy with pellets
For Men & Women

Improve Mental Clarity

\O Wellness Clinic
& Medical Spa

128 W Main St. Purcell ¢ 405.527.4704

Diane Dewbre
APRN-BC

egister

ociety

Harper Family Reunion

Attending the 2016 annual Harper Family Reunion with nearly 100 other descendants are 14 grandchildren of Matilda and
Richard Harper. Family pictured include (from left, front) Gale Harper, Marie Harper Huddleston, Darlene Harper Meskimen,
Ellen Cavnar Goedecke, Robert Woods, Peggy Daily Qualls, Maxwell Daily, Sonny Ward, (back) Pete Woods, Gloria Harper
Hardcastle, Carolyn Harper, Bonnie Hatcher Castleman, Bobby Gene Harper and Sallie Ward Kennedy. The 2017 reunion date

has been set for July 21.

Birthday boy

 Photo provided

Bo Linker celebrated his 40th birthday with his children, Saphire

and James.

Rosedale News

By Donna Stufflebean

A 40th birthday celebration
was held for Bo Linker in the
home of his grandmother, Doris
Lang.

Bo has two children, James,
6-1/2, and Saphire, five.

He also has four brothers
and two sisters including Jason
Linker and family of Wayne,
Frank Linker and family of
Maysville,Sean Kinslow Owen
of Rosedale, Aaron Arnn and
family of Pauls Valley, Ashley
Scales and famiy of Wayne and
Kandace Miller and family of

Chickasha.

Kandace has two children,
Dylan Summers of Purcell and
Shaeli Summers of Chickasha.

Grilled hamburgers and hot
dogs and birthday cake and ice
cream were served.

Attending were Doris Lang,
Donna Stufflebean, Bo Linker,
Bo’s aunt and uncle, Doc and
Sherrie Lang and daughter,
Tommie Brooke, Addie White
and Heather Tucker, all of
Rosedale and Bobby Keenom
of Paoli.

AV O N

SKIN SO SOft bath oi

=

i

s

e

Treasures Gift Shoppe

418 W. Washington, Purcell (Located inside C&D Satellire) ® 405-527-0847
Hours: Monday - Friday 9 am - 4 pm * Saturday 9 am - 12 noon

BRENDA DEGER Independent Sales Representative
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SANTA FE

(2ND AVE & APACHE ST. IN PURCELL, OKLAHOMA)

SUPPLIES = y
- FREEFOOD = I
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