My wedding
story: Katie and
Sean Welsh

By KATIE WELSH

Both Sean and | were born and raised in
the Catskills. Therefore, we wanted to stay
in the region, use local vendors and capture
the beauty of this area, something we both
know and love—and bring together our
love for outdoors, good food and family.
Our goal was to create a unique and
unforgettable experience, not only for
ourselves but for our loved ones as well.

Before planning began, we decided we
would throw out the phrase “this is what you
do ot weddings,” because we knew there
was no way we would follow any sort of
rule book when it came to this celebration.

Venue

Cetting married at Handsome Hollow
was a dream come frue. The venue offers
endless opportunities where couples can
be free with imagination, no wedding
the same. We had many of our guests
anticipating our wedding because it was
going to be in the mountains, out of the
norm, away from the city, and they weren't
sure what to expect, knowing that Sean
and | both love entertaining. Having a
big family—over 200 invited—there were
several children that attended. Our guests
couldn't have been more appreciative of
our thinking of the kids, giving them plenty
to do and the space to run wild and free.

Continued on page 2

Katie Welsh gets ready for her wedding day, wearing a dress handmade by her mother.
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My WEDDING STORY

Continved from page 1

Handmade dresses

My wedding dress was carefully designed and created from scratch by my mom

(Mellonee Cappiello). Together we collaborated on the look and feel of the dress to ensure

it fit the overall theme of the wedding. We added special touches by cutting her wedding
dress and removing the lace, pearls and buttons and sewing these to mine.

Atter she was done, she made my shoes, my purse, cute dresses to get ready in for the
bridesmaids and the flower-girl dress. The flower-girl dress was designed just for Maeve,
using the same material as mine. Maeve wanted a dress she could twirl and dance in, so

she could feel like a princess. | have never seen a four-year-old more excited to be part of

a wedding.

Cheese-wheel ceremony vs. cake cutting

We decided to have a cheese wheel

cutting ceremony with large wheels of
cheese that were flown in from one of
my favorite cheese castles in Wisconsin.
Each wheel was carefully chosen and
tasted along the way, decorated with
fresh grapes, displayed on top of a rustic
barrel, and set underneath the hugging
tree made for a perfect backdrop. Once
the ceremony ended, everyone headed

toward the cheese tower grabbed a
mismatched vintage coupe glass filled with
champagne and waited for us to cut the
cheese.

Our guests were fascinated by this,
listening to “Signed, Sealed, Delivered,
and a speech from my older brother. After
the ceremony, toast and tears, the cheese
tower was set on the harvest table for all
to enjoy.

Planning + decor + DIY projects

We chose to take on the adventure
of a lot of DIY projects along the way.
We built our own custom cornhole set,

handfuls of little lavender buds made for
a Pinterest-worthy entrance as our guests
entered the ceremony site. As we said
signage with reclaimed barn wood and  do” and walked down the aisle, we were
hand-drawn signage made from old rustic  showered in good luck as guests threw
French windows, and designed our own
wedding stationery suite. We added stems
of lavender in each invite so that our guests

would get a sense and smell of what the

their cones in the air.

We used a few props from the venue
and eliminated escort cards by having
each guest name pinned on a decorated
event theme would be for our big day. It chicken-wire frame. The photo booth was
staged with props that represented our
favorite things (sports, comics and cats).
We created @ kids corner with bubbles,
crayons, masks and pinwheels—something

for everyonel

inspired vendors and guests to match our
wedding logo (see bottom of page 4).

We wanted everything to be simple,
chic, with a touch of vintage, as Handsome
Hollow offers beauty. Adding a lavender

toss with sheer paper cones, filled with ,
Continued on page 3
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KATHY WERLAU
CAROL BRUCHER

Look your best for your event...

hair and nail care
Main Street, Jeffersonville, NY
845-482-4033

Wine or Champagne MIX & MATCH
12 Bottles
15% off Cash | 10% off Credit
845-252-3235 | 106 Kirk Rd Narrowsburg, NY 12764

IIEJAKICI-TSh:l:/l Joseph Kolakowski, DD
o <@ Registered Wedding Officiant
Fri & Sat .
Ordained Clergyman
10AM-9PM

917-435-1091 ~ 845-603-693§
josephkolakowski@gmail.com

PO Box 374 - Kauneonga Lake, NY 12749
www.catskillweddings.info

Serving NY, NJ, PA, & CT Areas

Weddings and other Services or Ceremonies

Sun 12PM-6PM

Personalized just for you! Civil or religious
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MY WEDDING STORY

Continved from page 2

Most memorable moment

Sean and | had an epic summer, with tons of planning, projects and parties
leading up to the actual wedding day. It was very hard to come back to reality
with friends and family traveling from all over the country and even from overseas,
including Africa. In the meantime, working with our DJ, we had picked our favorite

songs, eliminated songs we did not want to hear. We chose “Shout” as Sean's must-

hear favorite wedding song. He and | were on the dance floor when the song
came on, surrounded by 180 people who love us, singing and shouting along. It
was an overwhelming feeling that cannot be put into words. Not to mention that
the photographer captured the shot perfectly. Neither of us will ever forget that
moment, it was the most memorable of the night. Truly, the best day ever.

When you thlnk travel - Honeymoons - Vacations - Destination Weddings -
Think Rockwell Travel!

(570) 616-5545
mke@rockwelltravel.net =
1416 N. Main St, Honesdale, PA =
www.rockwelltravel.net %

Continued on page 4

A Beautiful Barn Venue Nestled in
the Countryside of Callicoon, NY

845-798-7828
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Flower girl Maeve wanted a dress she could “twirl in.” Here, she has a special dance with

the ring bearer.

MY WEDDING STORY

Continued from page 3

CREDITS

PLANNING & DESIGN
The Family Tie Project
Callicoon, NY

FLORAL

BOUOUET DESIGN
The Cutting Garden
Youngsville, NY

VENUE & DISHWARE
Handsome Hollow

Long Eddy, NY

CATERING & RENTALS
Harvest Real Food

Stone Ridge, NY

MUSIC
DJ Octavius
Middletown, NY

PHOTOGRAPHY
Dean Cerrati

www.deancerrati
photography.com

BRIDE'S
WEDDING RING
Russell Jones Jewelry

Hudson, NY

e fabric & decorative mats ¢ needle arts

e original art ® sports memorabilia ® rugs

Yes... We Can Frame It!

All This
And More
In One
Unique
Store!

,]Jﬁe Custom Picture Tmmmg

rame
ame...

oIS $SOID e $93.[[09 030yd o JuLId o

posters ® object boxes * family heirloons

I SAVE you time by doing all the research for your vacation needs and | can introduce you to

If trouble strikes before, during or after your trip | will be there to keep your vacation on track.

In 2017, Ivisited over 40 Caribbean resorts, Toured 3 cruise lines, Attended the Jamaican Tourist Board

* brushes ¢ easels edrafing * paper ® pens

The

SHOPPE

By Kristt Co.

¢ oil paints ¢ pads e calligraphy
o S[9158d o SOI[AIOR o STIOUA o

water colors ¢ canvas e art tools

r L

TripGuyTravel
www.TripGuy.com

Lisa Bercze, Vacation Specialist @ TripGuy Travel
845-796-6190 lisa@tripguy.com

Planning a Honeymoon Can be Stressful,

Let the Value of My Services Work for You!
I'm a REAL person not a call center. Each time we speak | know your travel expectations.
I become your “Travel Concierge”

vacation options you never knew existed.

Best of all...ALL MY SERVICES ARE FREE...NO UP-CHARGES
Let my first-hand knowledge work for you

Wedding Conference and a week long Seminar at Sea to gain more knowledge for my clients

*Follow me on Facebook at Lisa B-Vacation Specialist @ Trip Guy Travel*
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The wedding planner

A comforting presence on your busy day

By ISABEL BRAVERMAN

Hilary Smith says planning a wedding
without a wedding planner is like
building a house without an architect.
She runs her own company, H. Smith and
Co, in the Catskills and Poconos area.
Since the inception of her company
three years ago, she works with couples

one-on-one to ftailormake wedding

Hilary Smith
plans and make their visions come true.

The services she offers are either @ whole wedding plan
or “day-of-coordination” services. For the first option, her
involvement starts about one year in advance, and she
works on finding the venue to the caterer to the flowers and
everything in between. For day-of-coordination services,
she steps in only on the day of the wedding and helps
things run smoothly. In addition, H. Smith and Co. can rent
vintage ching, silver, props and decor for any event, not just
weddings.

Smith has been in the wedding planning business for
a long time, earning her chops with a wedding planner
in Litchfield, CT. "I worked for a really exclusive wedding
planner. That's where | learned [the business]” she said.
Now Smith brings her skills to our area, as well as her many
friends and connections. Couples can choose their vendors
and bring them in from other places, but Smith knows
people with exceptional services in the area. For example,
she often works with Earth Girl Flowers to make flower
arrangements and bouguets. “Up here we have a huge
community of what | like to call frienders. They're people in
the community who are working at a reasonable price, who
are great at what they do, and we all know each other and
work together”

Many people might wonder, “Why do | need a wedding

planner?” Saving on time and money is what a good

wedding planner should do, Smith
explained. “I know where to spend,
where not to spend, who's reliable,
and who's a good value'

The process of hiring Smith as
your wedding planner starts with
a free consultation. Simply contact
her through the website (https:/
wwwhsmithandco.com) to set up a

Contributed photo

meeting. From there, the next step is

to agree on a proposal. After that, the real planning begins.

Smith works with the couples on their vision and budget,
and ‘melds them together” The hardest part of wedding
planning can be staying on budget, and that's something
that Smith helps with. "People look at Pinterest and all
these things, and they don't realize that that picture, just
that picture, costs someone like five grand just for that
beautiful bar scene,” she said. “So it's not always redlistic.
| go over with them: what do you love, what are your non-

negotiables, and what can we do with the budget?” One

(U EUR HE,

Photos by L C Allison

Wedding planner Hilary Smith can help couples set up a backyard wedding with a tent, and she organizes everything

from the catering to the tent setup.
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money-saving tip she gives people planning their wedding
is to hold it on an “off-day,” not a Friday or Saturday, and
during the off-season, like a winter wedding.

The next steps include seeing the site and creating
an outline and timeline. Smith works both with weddings
held at venues or at a home. She said that a common
misconception is that backyard weddings save money.
“They can be so magical, but youre building your own
venue, just for 24 hours, which can get expensive,” she said.
“So I'll come out and I'll look at your house or property and

-

say if | think it's doable and what would work. Because not
everything will work on every property. I'm happy to go out
and see everyone for a free wedding consult”

She then works on getting estimates from all the vendors,
collaborating on the concept of the wedding and designing

the ceremony. ‘There's so many different ideas, from the
traditional religious wedding, to a Quaker circle, to their
shamanic friend declaring them married.” After that she
does a walk-through of the venue and maps out where
everything will go, and talks with everyone to go over who

..“‘ ‘
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We're back and

here for you!

Off-premise
catering or
dellveru!

‘WMBIS

= 845-807- 1111 « billsipos@gmail.com ~
CateringByMrWilly.com
Named BEST Caterer by readers of

The River Reporter (3x)
and the Times Herald Record!

Lynne Mazzga
owner/cake designer

Hawley, PA 18428

Sy '
Like us on Facebook "¢
&3 Like us on Faceboo hu

i i

www.sweetsensationcakes.com

is doing what and the timing of everything. "How long the
photographer is coming dictates when we need to shoot
photos,” she said. “Once | confirm everyone's roles and time,
then | do a master timeline of the day. It starts with hair and
makeup, all the way down to the next day when people are
coming fo take their stuff back, the breakdown.

Two weeks before the big day, she confirms with all the
vendors on date, time, location and directions. And she offers
knowledge to people who are coming from out-of-area.
“You might want to download directions if youre going to
Long Eddy or Tyler Hill because you won't have cell service,
and you won't be able to call me to tell me youre lost”

She's there when the tent is being installed. And on the
big day, she says she is the first person there and the last
to leave. She does everything from set-up, fo managing the
timeline, and overall making sure the day runs smoothly,
including “cajoling, bribing, yelling—although sweetly—all
behind the scenes to make sure it all goes the way they had
wanted it to go,” she joked.

In addition to the standard wedding services, she will go
above and beyond for her clients. She will help guests find
accommodations and plan events, such as a post-wedding
brunch. She even found a dog-sitter for a couple who
wanted their dog to be the ring bearer. This summer she's
organizing a kayaking trip for the wedding guests. “That's
probably my favorite part of it, getting people out and
seeing where we are, which | love, | love where we are’”

The wedding season is from June to October, and she
does about one or two weddings a month. Most of her
clients are from out of town, so for them it's a destination
wedding. She likens it to the popular farm-to-table trend
happening in restaurants.
wedding movement out here,” from the barn or farmhouse

| feel like were the farm-to-

venues, fo florists growing their own flowers, to a locally
curated bar. I love showing off our hometown,” she said.

Sullivan County Area Rabbi
Ordained, open-minded, welcoming, and
authentic Rabbi available for Weddings, Baby
Namings, Bar Mitzvas, House Blessings,
Funerals, memorials, guest speaking,
retreats, Rabbinical services, ceremonies,

www. catskillweddings.info
www.josephkolakowski.com
www.nehiva.org

josephkolakowski@gmail.com i
call Rabbi Joe ~ 917-435-1091 (c) - 845-693-6935 (h} 1
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By ISABEL BRAVERMAN o

It seems like everyone and their mom
(well, maybe not their mom—their sister,
perhaps] wants a barn wedding these
days. Luckily, our area is booming with
farmland, and with that, barns. Of course,
it can't be just any old barn (although an
actual old barn is more authentic). Wedding
and event venues are upgrading the old-
fashioned barn to something sophisticated,
well-designed and most important, teeming
with modern-day comforts indoor plumbing
anyone?).

While it's not your grandma's barn, these
barn venues still offer a rustic experience
for a true country wedding. And a barn
makes for a perfect venue: lofs of space,
high ceilings, idyllic views and surrounding
land for more activities. Who wants to be
confined to one room?

These three local businesses are doing
the barn wedding justice. Check them out
for ideas and inspiration, or to book your
very own barn wedding|

Handsome Hollow
Long Eddy, NY

wwwhandsomehollow.com
Set on 93 acres of land, the Handsome Hollow barn is
perfect for a country retreat. You can wander through the
fields and meadows and take a relaxing yoga class before
your wedding. The barn even comes with a farmhouse
with three bedrooms and a wrap-around porch to take in

W P )

domestlatleg'& the ' cutting/garden
locally grown ﬂowers foi%ny budget
4055 state rte [¥) ygm"ngswlle 1)7 '
845*482 3333 a3 thecuttmen org
=g
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Handsome Hollow

the sunset. The original barn structure was built 240 years
ago and features original post-and-beam  construction.
The spacious 4,000-square-foot building can seat about
150 people, and there's an outdoor covered-area that is a
good option for dining. It has two restrooms and an on-site

.uh-

Let’s have a
barn wedding

Photo by Handsome Hollow

kitchen, so your caterers can prepare food on the premises.
The owners will even help you with planning. The website
says, “"We're happy to assist you in choosing your vendors,
thinking through seating plans, choosing your ceremony site,
and answering any questions at all about your day.

Continued on page 10

FIrsT CrASS FORMAL WEAR

Suits,Tuxedos Rentals and Sales, thousands of colors and combinations,
dress alterations, dress preservation, accessories, and much more!

We Come To You!!! If You Cant Make It To The Store For
A Fitting Schedule Your Free Home Fittings! (With a party of 5)

Find us on Facebook! (Tﬂ

311 East Broadway ° Monticello, N.Y.
Phone-845-796-1039
Firstclassformalwear.com
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photography for any occassion.

Weddings « Sweet Sixteens o Senior Pictures « Family Portraits & More City/State/Zip - ‘ :
Text or Call Amanda Reed at 570.647.8680 B e RIVER REPORTER

O Credit Card # 845-252-7414 » PO Box 150 « Narm\.Nsburg, NY 12764
www.RiverReporter.com

or email graphicallyenabled@gmail.com

Expiration Date Billing Zip Code.

ROSCOEBEERC.

BACHELORETTEPARTIES (WAl  INQUIRE ABOUT CUSTOM BEER ORDERS!

BACHELOR PARTIES

WEDDINGS

> PLEASE CONTACT
SHANNON FEENEY
607.290.5002
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BARN WEDDING

Continued from page 8

Fox Hill Farm
e, PA

foxhillfarmexperience.com

A wedding at Fox Hill Farm comes with many amenities.
The 1Qth-century original barn includes a grand entrance,
dance floor and dining hall that seats approximately 160
people. On-site there is a pond, perfect for holding the

Honesda

ceremony, and a garden. There is also a newly renovated

cottage for the bride and bridesmaids to get ready and
for the newlyweds to stay the night. For the groom and
groomsmen, there's a “Fox Den” to gather and get ready in.
Fox Hill can also provide flowers from the farm and create
bouquets and floral arrangements. These amenities offer all

4 5 -
¥ S —

RO@W Rentals

&j Carefully selected collection of
= antique, shabby chic and Victorian
furniture, tableware, bars,

Weddings, small parties, bridal showers, photo-shoots and more.
Contact us to see our unique collection.
Carol Degraw 570-352-6354 ¢ Tina Gelatt 570-647-9529
www.rusticcharmvintagerentals.com

the makings of a home-grown wedding. The website states,
“These treasures throughout the farm pay homage to the
history of farming in northeast Pennsylvania, yet provide a
unique atmosphere for you and your guests”

Photo by Michelle Lee Photography

Fox Hill Farm

% 2017 Readers Choice Award Winner - BEST MARTINI 3¢

WESTER

BAR <+ SUPPER CLUB <IN

22 Upper Main Street Callioon New York

CRAFT COCKTAILS FINE DINING SPECIAL EVENTS

Something Old Something New ...
The Perfect Venue For Weddings,

Showers, Receptions & Rehearsal Dinners!

Visit Our Beautiful Ballroom
Now Booking Events For 2018 & 2019!

Phone (845) 887-9871 www. westerncallicoon.com
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The Barn on Hubbard

Callicoon, NY

thebarnonhubbard.com

The Barn on Hubbard was originally
built by the Gabel family, who came from
Germany in the mid 1800s. Hubbard
Road was part of the Old Beechwood
Turnpike, which was part of the Falls Mills
seftlement. This history comes alive at the
newly-renovated, 4,000-square-foot barn
on a large property with rolling hills in
the picturesque countryside. The open-
floor plan allows for many possibilities for
layout design and can accommodate up
to 200 guests, who can dance the night
away on the new dance floor. The owners
can even provide unique wedding favors:
glass bottles of maple syrup. And for the
groomsmen, the owner's family's farm can
create gifts from red-deer antlers, such as
jewelry, knife handles, walking sticks and

belt buckles.

The Barn on Hubbard

FOSTER SUPPLY

HOSPITALITY

THE

839 Shandelee Road
Livingston Manor, NY 12758 North Branch, NY 12766

845-439-5070 845-482-2449 845-887-0042
thearnoldhouse.com northbranchinn.com

_ 9 _
Dranch

S &
%5, ]_n,“ &

CALLICOON, NY

869 North Branch Road 9 River Road

INNS
RESTAURANTS

WEDDINGS

Escape to the Catskills
fostersupplyco.com — hello@fostersupplyco.com

Photo by Jessie Casey Photography

RIVER ROAD

Callicoon, NY 12723

BOOK YOUR 2018 WEDDING BEFORE FEB. 28 AND GET
1/2 OFF DESIGNER TUXEDO RENTALS FOR YOUR WHOLE PARTY!

TUXEDOS

www.artsforhimandhertoo.com
MAIN STREET HONESDALE | 800-272-5361

TUKEDO SALE!

nineriverroad.com

//JAS,M@@ bl G

Motk
@@ 4iz¢)

So if you're spiritual but not religious,
looking to bridge two religious traditions,
find yourself outside of the norm,

or simply always dreamed of a wedding
that reflects your love in all its quirkiness
and complexities, let's talk.

Together we can create a ceremony

that is uniquely yours, sacred and special.

doey mfﬁl’m

Stone Arch Bridge, Kenoza Lake, NY

Rev. Laurie Stuart, UU Minister

laurie.stuart@gmail.com
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Baby Showers
Rehersal Dinners
Weddings
Receptions

Bachelor and
Bachelorette Parties

Zac’s Lounge with DJ music,
VIP area & dance floor

At Catskill Mountains Resort

W

211 Mail Road, Barryville, NY 12719
845-456-0195 ¢ catskillmountainsresort.com
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