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BIOGRAPHIES

CHECKO MILLER mostly grew up and lived in Woodstock, NY. His
profession has included being a carpentry contractor and social
worker for tobacco control and cessation issues. He loves what words
can do and respects the work that brings food to his table. Both arise
from “gardens” of caring conscientiousness.

DOROTHY HARTZ is a native of Sullivan County currently living and
gardening in Fremont Center. She is a retired teacher of English and
a former staff member of the DVAA. She has freelanced for local
publications and is a long-standing member of the Upper Delaware
Writers Collective.

ESTHER DE JONG was born in the Netherlands. After traveling for over
a decade as a fashion model she made the Catskills her home. The
Iyrical images Esther creates pursue a purely visual version of poetic
realism. She tells stories in pictures and pictures in stories.

JOHN HIGGINS, and his partner, Pip, fell in love with each other and
this area in 1993. In 2007 they returned and in 2013 relocated from
NYC full time. Full steam ahead!

K. DOMINEY, country at heart, is a happy transplant from city life to
bucolic Sullivan County.

KAREN MORRIS is a poet and psychoanalyst, practicing in Honesdale,
PA, where she runs a dream-work study group. She is a gardener
dedicated to growing antique roses in this region. Her book of poems,
“Cataclysm and Other Arrangements” from Three Stones Press, PA, is
scheduled for fall release.

LAUREN WHRITNER is 12 years old. She enjoys playing the piano,
golfing, and writing. She attends South Kortright Central School and
will be beginning 7th grade this fall. Her favorite subject in school is
English and one day she hopes to become an author of many award
winning books.

MARION KASELLE is a writer, artist and Qi Gong therapist who lives
with her dog, horses, cats and chickens on a hilltop farm in North
Branch, NY. She is the author and photographer of “Touching Horses”
(London, J. A. Allen & Co. Ltd., 1995), and the author of essays and
poems that have appeared in various small publications. As an original
member of Yarnslingers, she has been reading her stories at local
venues for the past few years.

MARYANN CAPPELLINO is a clinical social worker, Reiki master and
herbalist who lives in Brooklyn and Lake Huntington, NY. She loves to
cook, tell stories, garden, dance, create jewelry, and find any excuse
to gather with family and friends around her kitchen table or in her
garden and celebrate with good food and fine ltalian wines. She has
three sons, three cats, and one husband.

MARY GREENE, a resident of Narrowsburg, NY, received her MFA

in poetry from Brooklyn College. She is founder and director of

the Upper Delaware Writers Collective, which sponsors classes,
publications and events. Greene’s poetry has appeared in a number
of national and local journals, and she has given readings and
performances in venues all over the region. She has published three
books of poetry and one book of interviews with women. She currently
serves as grants coordinator at the Delaware Valley Arts Alliance.

MAURA STONE, a Bethel resident, won literary acclaim and awards with

her break-out novel, “Five-Star FLEECING," a social satire of the hospitality
industry. Since then, she published several ebooks and articles in numerous
magazines. She's best known for her blog, kiss-keepitsimpleschmuck.
blogspat.com. Her website is www.MauraStone.com.

MICHO really digs dirt a lot. Currently he is professionally rooting
around in the soil some and is also planting poetry to and fro.

He hopes to harvest more haiku and iambic pentameters in the

near future. The ‘my-ku’, closely related to the Haiku, is Micho's
experimental grafted poem. Worms are his recently adopted mascots,
since each of them have five hearts and assist by making him flush
with ideas aerating his mind.

NANCY WELLS' poems appear in “UDWC Anthology,” “Leaving the
Empty Room,” and “PoeTree;” her chapbooks “Oh, To Be a Dandelion”
and “One Sassy Blossom;" her tanka poems in “Moonbathing” 7,8 &9,
Bamboo Hut, 1 &2; “Tanka Society of America” Anthology; this summer
“Bright Star,” An Organic Tanka Anthology, Vol. 4.

NORMA KETZIS BERNSTOCK is a member of the Upper Delaware
Writers Collective. Her poetry has appeared in many journals and
anthologies and has been recognized by the Allen Ginsberg Poetry
Awards. Her chapbook, “Don’t Write a Poem About Me After I'm
Dead,” was published by Big Table Publishing.

PATRICIA KETT has had poems and articles published in many
anthologies, magazines and newspapers. She is part of the Upper
Delaware Writers Collective, with whom she has exhibited poetry/art
abjects for the Delaware Valley Arts Alliance.

RAMONA JAN is the founding director of Yarnslingers, a local group
dedicated to the art of true first-person storytelling. She is also a
published author and magazine contributor.

REY BARRETO grew up in Manhattan. As a teenager he read the novel
“My Side of the Mountain.” Ever since then he dreamed of living in
the Catskill mountains. He moved to Jeffersonville in 2002 and then
settled in Bloomingburg in 2004. He enjoys writing about nature and
photographing the beautiful scenery and wildlife of Sullivan County.

SHARON MACGREGOR has been writing professionally since 1993 in a
variety of vocational magazines, as a community newspaper columnist,
reporter, and most recently became the assistant editor for both the
Pine Bush and Mamakating Quarterly magazines. As a child, she was
known to thrust her favorite book at anyone who visited her home and
passionately implore them to read to her. In time she learned to read,
write letters and as soon as she realized that it could be a career to put
words together to tell a story, it has been her dream.

TAMARA JO D'ANTONT is an artist, healer, singer and poet. She grew
up in upstate NY, into a family of artists, but pursued a career in
veterinary medicine and the health sciences, using her art as an
adjunct. After a near fatal accident caused her to leave her veterinary
career, she has focused on her art, primarily her photography and
jewelry design, and has continued healing animals and people
through various form of complimental therapies.

TOM BRAVERMAN studied philosophy at the University of Chicago for
two years before leaving the U of C for a decade of travel and odd
jobs. Settled in Northeast Pennsylvania and raising a family, Tom
found employment as a computer programmer. After 30 years in
information technology, the last two years at Oracle, Tom rediscovered
philosophy, undertaking the research that resulted in “717 Hemlock
Street.”

TRACEY GASS RANZE is the author of the book “Storm Farmer,
Collected Poems.” She co-authored a book published in the High
Watermark Salo(o)n literary and art series, Vol. 2, No. 4, Over the
Banks, as a member of the Milanville Poets, UnLtd. Her poems are
also in many anthology chapbooks published by the Upper Delaware
Writers Collective, of which she is a member. Gass-Ranze lives in the
Upper Delaware River Valley with her family.

WILL CONWAY writes and gardens in Mongaup Valley with his lovely
wife and a cat.
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From the editor

Every year The River Reporter publishes the Literary Gazette, which is filled
with poems, short stories, essays and photography. This special publication supports
the local arts and we thank all the writers who made submissions as well as all the
advertisers who support us and the arts community.

The theme for this year’s Gazette is “Dirt.” Here in the Upper Delaware River Valley,
we like to get our hands dirty. Whether you farm, tend a garden, or shop at the
farmers’ market, our community has fully embraced locally grown food. This issue of
the Literary Gazette celebrates our agriculture and our country way of life.

In these pages you will find different takes on the theme—from gardening, to keeping
a secret, and from digging in the dirt to politicians’ scandals. The writers in this

issue have embraced the theme with creativity, and some with humor, some taking

a look back at their childhood and the generations of family who grew their own
food. Farming, after all, was once a way of life for everyone, and although some may
consider it a lost art, we are proud to say there are many flourishing farms in the
region.

The photographer, Amanda Reed, and I went to four local farms to take pictures.
Amanda’s photography is amazing, and she even got down in the dirt to get the perfect
shots. We would like to thank Willow Wisp Organic Farm, Gorzynski Ornery Farm,
Apple Pond Farm, and The Anthill Farm for letting us come admire your beautiful dirt.
We also thank you for providing the community with the one thing we all need: food.
And, as writer Checko Miller wrote to me, “Thanks for honoring those who dig in the
dirt, and poets who dig into words.”

Isabel Braverman
Editor

o

"m a dirt person. | trust the dirt.
| don't trust diamonds and go’d.”
—Eartha Kitt

From the photogrdpher

Amanda Reed was born in Hawley, Pennsylvania and grew up in a newspaper
darkroom right next to a printing press. Her career in newspaper design and the
photography that goes with it came from falling in love with the ink and the noise
of the press at that young age.

Amanda combines her background in design with her love of photography to
offer interesting perspectives on things we might not notice on a daily basis. In this
collection, she gives her unique view of dirt and the land that shapes the Upper
Delaware River Valley.

When she’s not behind a camera shooting local photos or designing for The River
Reporter, she’s often found out with her family taking in all that the region has to
offer.
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My First Garden

By Mary Greene

It would be nice to say that I began gardening as a little girl, pushing sunflower

seeds into the dirt under the tutelage of a sun-weathered grandmother who'd been
practicing the garden arts passed down from her mother, and her mother. But, this is
not the case. I was raised in suburban New Jersey, just across Sandy Hook Bay from
New York City, where it was against code to hang clothing on an outdoor line, much
less roto-till your lawn for food.

I did have an early experience with freshly harvested food in the visage of a farm
stand that we visited summer afternoons for daily produce. I recall the sensation of
stepping from the car—sunburnt and salty from a day of swimming in the ocean—
into a shadowy world of big-handed farmers and dusty bins of potatoes, green beans,
peaches, radishes, lettuce and the ubiquitous (ever marvelous) Jersey tomatoes and
corn. My mother would gather her items into paper bags and turn them into simple,
but sumptuous, sun-blessed summer feasts.

This market—Sickles Market —is now a high-end, gigantic operation, selling
everything from gourmet foods to prepared dinners to linens and gifts to expensive
flowers, bushes and trees. Nothing, or almost nothing, is grown on site anymore,

but rather is imported from other black-dirt regions of the state. One evening after a
weekend at the shore with my daughter and niece, on our way back to the Catskills,
I wanted some fresh Jersey corn for our table. I knew the market had expanded, but
was not prepared for the megaplex, three-parking-lot corporate beast it had become.
I wandered in bewilderment through the aisles and levels, through the indoor and
outdoor sections, through the lawn furniture and garden ornaments, through the
tablecloths and fancy arranged bouquets, through the bakery and the takeout aisles,
looking... looking for that bin of unshucked corn that I remembered from childhood.
Finally, I arrived. There was the bin—maybe not too far from its original location. T
began to gather my dozen ears and burst into tears.

That is one story—here is another. I began gardening when I bought my house in
Narrowsburg in 1993. 1 was 40 years old. I got a neighbor to plow up a section of
field that once had been (I was told) potato fields. The dirt was pure clay, red and
hard, and the weeds were strong in that field, and did not hesitate to return. But I was
determined. I had heard that raised beds were the way to go in such an environment.
I spent hard days digging raised beds and then, ignorant of everything, planted all my
crops in the ditches between the raised beds.

Miraculously, I had homegrown food that year, as I have had every year since. [ have
learned many things and have improved my soil little by little, so that now the dirt atop
the beds is a rich mahogany black. I have battled slugs, weeds, too much rain, too little
rain, the wrong crops for my zone, and animal predation (this year, raccoons). But
every year, I have a harvest, and I have learned to can, and my shining jars of pickles,
green beans and tomatoes sustain me through the long Catskill winters.

Every garden is an experiment, as every gardener will tell you.

My father is now living in an assisted living center in New Jersey, near the town

where I grew up. Recently, on a visit, I had the opportunity to meet and dine with Mr.
Sickles, the remaining patriarch of the family that once ran Sickles Farm. He must be
a zillionaire now, but he still talks about farming. He told me that the house where I
was raised was once one of his fields, before all the development began. He planted it in
corn, every season.

So, corn. Jersey corn. I was sleeping in an old cornfield as I went through all my
teenage angst. That is so comforting to me now, and so right.
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The Dirt

By Ramona Jan

Although I'm in recovery now, [ was glad
I was still drinking the Thanksgiving Day
after my parent’s divorce. My brother and
I decided to invite them to a celebration

at his house. We only did this because
they swore to us that they would remain
friends. Then our father walked in with

a date. We know him well enough to see
that this was meant as an intentional act
to hurt our mother.

My father dated this woman, Peggy (whom
he brought that day), thereafter for about
two and a half years. One morning, I gota
call from him asking me if I wanted to attend
a wedding... his wedding. Isaid, “Oh! Are
you and Peggy finally getting married?” His
response was, “Peggy? I'm marrying Joan.”
I had not heard of Joan, but apparently four
weeks earlier, without telling any of us, he
switched his affections to someone named
Joan. So I went to his wedding to Joan.

My mother has since settled in with a
female partner the same age as myself.
They make a pretty, feminine and ‘once
married with children’ couple. They
also fight often in ways that my parents
did. My brother and I now meet in
secret over most holiday seasons.

e %

How to Keep a Secret
By Dorothy Hartz

Turn up the music.

Turn down the lights.

Pick up a poppy seed with tweezers.

Pink or red — how can you tell ?

Seal it in an envelope. Tape all the seams.

Put the envelope in a plastic bag, the kind that zips.

On the next dark of the moon, bury the bag in the back yard.
Put a flowerpot over the spot.

Whistle whenever you walk past the flowerpot, but never look at it.
Chase the dog when it sniffs around the flowerpot.

Cross the street to avoid your next door neighbor.

Avoid bakeries, and veterans on Memorial Day.

Give the shirt you wore to bury the bag to the Salvation Army.
Change your phone number.

Move away.

Years later, on vacation, your old neighbor recognizes you

through the plastic surgery, though you're careful to conceal your new name.
She has pictures she knows you'd love to see.

In one, something papery and powdery and outrageously pink

metastasizes on three lawns.

“What pretty cosmos,” you lie.

The words stick to your tongue like paper, like powder.

That night, in your hotel room, scrub your dumb tongue until it bleeds.
Turn up the air conditioner against the stale, sticky shame in the air.
Anchor soul to body on a twisting filament of guilt, a fine fragile green stem.
Sigh.

Cry.

Petals bruised, pollen dead, float into the white noise.

Dream your end.

The heart twitch.

The cold hollow imploding in your chest.
Look inside.

Find, ossified,

a gray speck, dry in a scarlet ditch.
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Soil
By Karen Morris

I fold the wealth of compost against the grain
of impoverished earth that is my flower bed
of spoiled seeds.

I till the green gold of pistachio shells,
coffee grounds and filters, celery tips,
onion skin and cabbage leaves—

I blend my retirement fund’s worth of
bagged manure, bat guano and peat moss,
intending to enrich.

I fuse failed riches in memory—
intimations of dead Mother.
Earth and the accused dirty girl cleave

then slip through my fingers,
black as lead before it turns to gold—
subject to my being soiled.

Planting Season
By K. Dominey

The edge of winter is fading as
Patches of white melt to brown.
Throw open doors and windows to
Breathe in the changing air.

In grey mornings of early spring
Trudge the mud to work the fields.
Speed the plow till the earth

Is once more covered in vibrant green.

6)  Mvom Our 2014 Season never stops:
DRAMWV %D
I

August 8-10, 15-17 September 12-14, 19-21
Straight Shows - $18 Adults*; $14 Seniors, Students, Veterans; Musicals - $22 Adults; $18 Seniors, Students, Veterans
*Sex, Lies and the IRS $10 All Tickets, Our Gift to You! October 31, November 1, 2

5243 Main St (Rt. 42) * South Fallsburg, NY 12779 + (845) 436-5336 * www.scdw.net Buy tickets on line www.ShowTix4U.com
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Grandpa’s Dirt

By MaryAnn Cappellino

Grandpa knew dirt. The son of feudal farmers, he was born into it and was one with
it. He knew its language and listened to what it asked for. He didn’t have words like
carbon, nitrogen, phosphorous, but he could tell if the soil was healthy from its scent
or how it felt in his hands. As a little girl I watched Grandpa in his garden gently
turning the dirt so that it would loosen and breathe and graciously accept the seeds
he left in its care. Grandpa knew when it was thirsty and the best time to let it drink,
always before the sun or after the sun. It was a living thing to be fed and nurtured.
The knowledge of the soil, passed from my Grandpa'’s father and his father before
him and so on down the ancestral line
where their lives and wisdom stretched out
into the horizon... like the hills beyond hills
of Grandpa’s beloved Sicily. A knowledge
of dirt was a matter of eating or not eating.
From childhood, grandpa toiled under
the heavy hand of the Sicilian sun. Land
owned, not by his family, but by a baron.
All they could keep was a third of their
crop, the rest went to the baron. Barely
enough to survive. When Grandpa's father
died, there was one less pair of hands
to work the land. Reluctantly and sadly,
Grandpa, the only son, left all that he ever
knew, setting out for America to find a way
to provide for his mother and sisters. He
was eighteen.
Grandpa carried his knowledge of the
land over the hills of Sicily and across the
ocean to New York. Even in the concrete
city, he grew vegetables and herbs on fire
escapes and on tarred roof tops of the
tenements he lived in. He married the
young woman he knew from his village
in Sicily and they eventually settled in a
small house in Brooklyn bought with years
of their earnings in the factories and on
the docks. When he saw the fallow dirt
of the backyard he knew the blessings it
held. It was there that he patiently created
the garden that fills the memories of my
childhood.
He rose while the sun still slept, tending his
garden before heading out for a long day’s
labor. In the evening he would walk along
its paths, the dirt fanning out in moist rows
of blackness, giving back with tufts of
green that were to be our food. “Don’t step _
on the plants!” A childhood refrain that e
echoes still, called out by adults as we went
to fetch a stray Spaldine that bounced its way into the tomato plants, or to pick fat
juicy figs that we could reach with our little hands.
Some days we would hear the old sad horse with the funny straw hat clopping down
our street pulling the wooden cart of the junkman who came for our castaways.
His cart filled with old claw-foot tubs, corroded metal, furniture. His white straggly
hair sticking out from under his woolen cap, he sat, bent over, holding the reins. An
apparition amongst the Buicks, Dodges and Chevys of the fifties, that lined the streets

of my childhood. We kids would run from the garden, to catch a vanishing glimpse

of another time and place. Grandpa would follow with a shovel, hoping the old horse
would leave a gift of nature’s fertilizer.

Grandpa scooped the dirt up in his hands, rubbed it between his palms, let it slip
through his fingers, the dirt clinging under his nails and in the crevices of his leathery
skin. He could feel what it needed. Grandpa took vegetable scraps from our meals and
dug them into the garden, little hidden offerings for his dirt, not unlike the offerings we
gave to the Madonna at our church.

When the dirt was ready and open to
receiving, he planted peach, cherry and fig
trees, he planted grape vines and built them
a pergola to climb and wrap themselves
around as they worked their way to the

sun. The pergola, strong enough to hold

the grapes as they grew from green to deep
purple and became round and fat and juicy,
hanging in voluptuous clusters, giving us
fruit and wine and blessed shade to sit under
on long summer days. The dirt gave back
with luscious tomatoes that we ate off the
vine, biting into them like apples. Their deep
red juice dripping down my chin and arms,
staining my shirt and upsetting my mother.
Cucumbers, string beans, peppers, basil,
parsley, mint, and long fat fingers of deep
green zucchini showing off their yellow
bonnets under the summer sun.

The zucchini, cooked in olive oil, green and
thick and smelling like fresh spring flowers.
Onions, garlic, chopped tomatoes, parsley
and basil, reunited garden neighbors, sat
like a crown atop a large bowl of yellow
spaghetti. The zucchini flowers, battered and
fried, a gentle sprinkle of salt and lemon juice
— the food of peasants, yet fit for the long
ago Baron.

We sat beneath the luscious grapes, a table
set under their shade. We raised our glasses
of red wine, the children’s wine thinned with
water, we gave thanks to God and shouted
“Abbondanza.” Abundance.

Bread and conversation passed around,
filling our plates and our memories, our feet
firmly on the cool black dirt, away from the
hardness and heat of the city streets.
Grandpa died much too young, made ill by
toxins inhaled at his job, sent home to die
without compensation or thought. As he
slowly withered away, so did his garden, and then they were both gone. I was left with
the memories of the grapes and the tomatoes and the fat figs that we ate until our
stomachs ached, the family gatherings and Grandpa in his garden.

I write this as I sit in my garden, under the pergola, built from childhood memories, a
place for my family to gather under its leafy shade. My garden full of lush green plants
tumbling into one another and about to burst forth. Grandpa everywhere.

I know he is there when my hands are in the dirt because he whispers in my ear.
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Grow (a haiku)
By John Higgins

With the patience of
Water, seed, soil and my love ~
Is that a stem, Sun?

Life
By Tamara Jo D’Antoni
till, sow, weed, harvest

hands gloriously dirty
tending life
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Rotary Driller and/or Pounder Driller

130 Matt Smith Road * Cochecton, NY 12726
845-252-6642
SERVING/THE!TRI-STATE AREA * FREE ESTIMATES/ e EULLY/INSURED

Sung in Italian with English Supertitles | Fully staged with Orchestra

August 1, 8, 9, 10 at the Tusten Theater, Narrowsburg NY
August 2 at Wallenpaupack H.S., Hawley PA
August 3 at SUNY Sullivan, Loch Sheldrake NY
August 5 at Senior Center, Montgomery NY

Tickets $20 in advance, $25 at the door =~ www.delawarevalleyopera.org

THE RIVER REPORTER
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Lisas...Not Just Antiques! is having a

Treasure Hunt Tag Sale!!

Sale Tags are as low as 10 cents, $1.00, $1.39, $1.50,
$10.00, $20.00 and “Make an Offer.”

Ttems will be tagged daily until there are no more sale tags.
Tagging everything and anything from jewelry, tools, dishes,
" linens, furniture, lighting and even box lots. .
& Sulestarts July I and ends on July 31 & o/

Qim’m .. Not Just Antiques!

Lisa's is located at 355 Beach Lake Highway, (Rt. 652) Honesdale, Pa. 18431 570-352-3500;
open 6 days a week; Tuesday by chance; 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Like Us! on Facebook/ Lisa's Not Just Antiques!|

THE DANCE CENTER

Ballet » Tap * Jazz ¢ Pointe
Hip-Hop ¢ Contemporary
Pre-School Dance

41 Sussex Street ¢ Port Jervis, NY
(845)856-3373

Jessica Harris/Sarah Reid * Co-Directors

www.thedancecenterpj.com ﬁ Like us on Facebook

CELEBRATING 200 YEARS
OF OUR COUNTY’S HISTORY

ZEBULON MONTGOMERY PIKE

THE PIKE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MUSEUM

Hours:
July & August ®* Wednesday - Sunday, 1 - 4pm
September - June * Wed., Sat. & Sun. 1 - 4pm

Or by appointment.
608 Broad Street ® Milford, Pa. 18337
pikehistorical.org ® 570-296-8126

DIRT

By Lauren Whritner

As you dig

More and more

A variety of things
Is in there galore

From rocks to trash
To seltzer cans

To wooden chairs
And frying pans

From roots to bugs
And mysterious things
Or you may even find
Some diamond rings

Playing cards and
Arrowheads

And perhaps some books
That people have read

So just keep digging
And keep in mind
There are many things
You can find

From wooden blocks
To china dolls

To bowling pins
And rubber balls

From money to clothes
And children’s toys

To many pictures

Of girls and boys

So dig on forever

‘Cause you may find
Something in the ground
That's one of a kind

Summer
By Marion Kaselle

Vision.

Plan.

Decisions—flowers, tree,
how, when, where.

Dig, plant,

water, mulch,

weed.

Care,

care.

Drought may take it,
or rot—too much rain.
Caring will remain

in my hands, seeds sown, land’s soul.

Caring will remain,
Caring sustains
my heart.
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I Am Not a Gardener

By Norma Ketzis Bernstock

I am not a gardener but every spring when I lived in suburbia
I purchased flats of pansies, marigolds and impatiens.
Impatiens thrived through the entire season,

had little luck with pansies, but I loved

how they twisted and turned toward the sun.

I was good about picking off dead blooms,

enjoyed the gold and orange marigolds long into fall.

I tried to grow vegetables, fenced them in from rabbits,
felt like a genuine farmer as I fertilized

and watered my minuscule crops.

But the carrots grew knobby like arthritic fingers
because of the underground rocks and stones.

I loved gathering long-leaf lettuce each night for salad
but the tomatoes didn’t ripen till August when

we were in Maine so neighbors enjoyed the bounty.

These days I live in the woods where deer eat everything.
Ornamental grasses and day lilies endure.

I protect my weeping cherry and Japanese maple,

chase the hungry deer as best I can.

On a perfect summer morning I delight in donning knee pads,
grabbing gloves and trowel, digging in dirt,

pulling and cutting out brittle stems,

the bees above, zipping in and out among

the honeysuckle heavy with fresh golden blossoms.

Narrowsburg, NY

Sullivan County

Commercial Property
River Rights

Motivatéd Sei.er
Call Owner
917-376-3081

www.246bridgestreet.com
mal180@aol.com

PRE-WAR PONIES

e

Warm Vocals & Oldtime Swing
SCli'Ul'dCly, JUlY 26 s:00 pm

RICHARD ALAN SMITH

FORMERLY OF EARTH, WINE & FIRE
SAT., JULY 19 « 6PM

All General Admission Seats
Adults — $22 « Students (6-18) $11
(Bring Your Own Chair & Picnic)
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT GATE

wildflower music festival
An outdoor festival located on the grounds of the
Dorflinger-Suydam Wildlife Sanctuary, Long Ridge Road,
White Mills, PA (between Honesdale & Hawley)
Rain location: Wallenpaupack High School

570-253-5500

For more info and to order online,
visit www.wildflowermusic.org.

THE RIVER REPORTER
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Mud is the New Little Black Dress

By Maura Stone

When I established full-time residency in this rustic
rural area nearly five years ago, I didn't take into
account all four seasons. My lifelong acquaintance
with Sullivan County never existed outside the summer
familial retreat where we focused on boats, swimming,
asiatic milfoil, waterskiing, kayaking and sunbathing.
In other words, I was a typical cidiot visiting two
months a year.

Needless to say, my first winter here was brutal. I
lamented then, and come to think of it, the subsequent
four winters, “Why didn’t anyone warn me?”

To say I was ill-equipped could be construed as an
understatement; perhaps ill-informed and ignorant

are more apt descriptions. I spent months in frenetic
preparation to keep myself warm: caulking every seam
both inside and outside the cottage, placing hay against
exterior walls that admitted pipes, crawling underneath
to surround water pipes with foam insulation and

heat tape, cutting and gluing rigid foam insulation to
exterior baseboards, placing plastic over every window
and purchasing an electric and gas propane heater. I
still had the ace up the sleeve: a friend’s dog to maintain

body heat when all else failed.

Without resorting to the animal, I managed to survive
the first evening when the temperature fell below zero.
Way below zero. The following day, I bumped into the
local undertaker at the community-frequented café,
The Bake House.

“How do you keep yourself warm?” he asked, curious as
to how I converted a 100-year-old plywood bungalow to
year-round occupancy without any capital investment.
“I pretty much use an electric ceramic heater,” I
responded.

“Yeah, I knew someone else who did the same thing,”
he said. “I buried him last year.”

Through research (namely, grabbing hold of each
person who resides here full-time), I found that flannel
sheets plus fleece pajamas and a hat keeps one nice

and toasty. That is, until one leaves the bed. Then, it’s a
whole different ball of wax.

Even so, I scrambled to maintain my ultra-chic city
ways, reluctant to make the transition. Until I had to
give up my shoes. For I learned that designer stiletto
footwear and mud and snow just don’t go together well.
As I exchanged my footwear and wardrobe from fashion
to heat-retention and water repellent, I became aware

that I reside in an agricultural community. It struck
home when I first heard about the Tractor Parade in
Callicoon. For two weeks prior to the event, I bubbled
over with excitement. Don’t ask me why, it just seemed
like a lot of fun.

When the day came to pass, I marveled at the hundred
or more tractors, especially the old ones still in
operation. Hell, I couldn’t get my lawn mower to work
after two years and before me paraded turn-of-the-
20th-century tractors clanking away at full speed.
Looking over at other participants’ faces just as rapt

as mine, I swelled with pride living in an area where
agriculture was the mainstay. In fact, that was when

I turned a corner. I put on the mandatory Sullivan
County 20 pounds of additional weight and fully
embraced the country life.

I still had a long road ahead of me.

“Oooh, look at the pretty flowers,” I exclaimed one day
at The Bake House. I befriended the proprietor, Jane
and her husband, Matt, farmer at the Beaver Dam
Brook Farms in Ferndale. “Did you pick them from your
fields?”

They exchanged glances and were silent until Jane
piped up. “Yes. Even though they're quite pretty flowers,
they're chives.”

Unbeknownst to Jane and Matt, I had volunteered
them as my tutors. The education process must’ve been
grueling on their side as well. As a cidiot, I only knew
fruit and vegetables from supermarkets and high-end
organic shops where they were uniform, clean and
mostly packaged. Eating fresh from the ground at The
Bake House was the true culture shock.

Me at the Beaver Dam Brook Farm's stand at the Rock
Hill Farmer’s Market:

“Oh, what pretty squash. They look like swans.”

“Are these things vegetarian licorice strips?”

“How cute — they look like moon cakes.”

“Beets are also orange?”

“Lettuce really looks like this after you pick it? You
mean to tell me you didn't have it processed?”

“You can eat that?”

Over time, Jane and Matt became inured to my
comments. No doubt they've heard similar remarks
from other cidiots. But, at least I learned.

Today, I stand proud and tall when my city friends come
to visit. I drag them to Matt’s stands where I get to
display my knowledge:

“These things are squash. Those are the tops of garlic
bulbs called, “Scapes.” Beets grow in different colors.
And yes, you can eat that.”

L
t S/ -4 4
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Dr. Marie Devore
General Dentistry
3411 Route 97 « Barryville, NY
845-557-8500
Evening Appointments Available.
We welcome New Patients

Voted Best Dentist
2002, 2003, 2004, 2006 & 2010

e0ie

Bed and Breakfast
19 Silverfish Road
P.0. Box 174
Barryville, NV 12719

tel: 845-557-8562
toll free: 888-557-8562

Kurtis S. Kreider email: eccebandb@frontiernet.net
Alan J. Rosenblatt website: eccebedandbreakfast.com

€lise Freda
The Continuing Line ]

Causey Contemporary Gallery

70 Hester Street, NY, NY
October 9 - November 9, 2014

j I M/{A I(T LAV\\;\II\?CTRVE g(IjE({Re\(/jICE

h@ N to our List!
BLACKTOPPING

LAWNCARE SERVICES
EXCAVATI NIEY o srors

BRIDGES
LOT CLEARING

845%.878.86%0 FOUNDATIONS
PONDS / POOLS

cell #s 845-642-0736 or 845-754-3715
jimaktexcavating@frontiernet.net i P ok

__’16 3€st Su

Thank You for

G RE E N Voting us
1 UTLET Best Green

Business

COMMITTED TO-OUR ENVIRONMENT & COMMUNITY

NEW - USED - ANTIQUES OPEN

WE BUY & SELL.  EVERY DAY
570-253- 1275
4S5 Brown Street,

www.greenoutletonlinecom  Honesdale, PA 18431

All phases of landscaping
For AWl your aceds
Voted TRR Readers BEST LANDSCAPER 2003-2013

Jason Maciejewski

7
MACIEJ EWSKI 570-224-6405

W 366 Swago Rd. ® Damascus, PA
%_M’V <7 " www.maciejewskilandscaping.com

Specializing in: Cultural Stone for Foundations and Fireplaces * Lawn Installation

Tree Planting * Drainage ¢ Retaining Walls ¢ Patios and Walkways
Landscaping around Pools « Irragation * Landscape Lighting

Lake Huntington
Automotive &
Small Engine

244 Nearing Road
Lake Huntington, NY
845-932-8267

Supporting the Arts in The Upper

Delaware R«'ver Va“ey

Matthew J. F 21 Lower Main Street
PO Box 335
eda Callicoon, NY

845-887-5640

A i www.fredarealty.com
Real Estate Inc h ol
Lynne Freda Upper Delaware Country Properties | €Mail:lynne@fredarealty.com

|| ||
' Eagle Valley Realty | | oc. v e
- - i
6569 State Route 97 Clarks & Maggie
Narrowsburg, NY 12764 « 845-252-3085 Kelly =
Licensed in New York & Pennsylvania @uaner COFFEE CREHT ON
Visit us on the web: 25 Main Strcet | oA
Navowslbung, MY 12764 ‘ i, . K

www.eaglevalleyrealty.com

845-252-6688

DELAWARE VALLEY OIL LLC

Family owned and operated

FUEL OIL - KEROSENE * DIESEL
BURNER SERVICE AVAILABLE

24-HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE
COD * HEAP « CREDIT CARDS * SENIOR DISCOUNT

PO Box 838, Callicoon, NY 12723

845-887-6090 - 877-887-6090
FAX 845-887-6091

dvoil.com
Offices in Equinunk, PA & Callicoon, NY  Free Tank Inspections for our Customers

g iy

Bagels & Stuff

llnen 1 nnymn‘-‘mm 10 2PM = Sun 7!! T

e Delwerv Available « Minimum Anhhes

VOTED BEST RESTAURANT,;.
o N PIKE COUNTY -

SEVEN SPECIALTY SHOPS

<« Open 7 Days a week
= Burgers, Grilled Sandwiches
< Fajitas and Specialty Salads
<« Quesadillas, Steaks, Pastas and more
=« 1800’s School House, Koi and Duck Ponds
« Outside Patio Dining, Tourist
Information Center
(/r'/'/'/'//y ///’r’r/'r/r/é//f meals sinee 1900 “ ]:r.:!:ll ggsggcpl;;l;]:llth Daily Drink
«2 Check our website for live

104 Route 6, Milford, PA entertainment
570-296-6831 [ www.applevalleyrestaurant.com ]
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Jim Mason, President *Lic#4889* 45 years in sales & service

United Plumbing & Heating
529 Texas Palmyra Highway
Hawley, PA 18428
(570) 253-0469 Fax (570) 253-0520
www.unitedjim.com
Plumbing & Heating Sales and Service
Furnace-Boilers-Baseboard-Pipe Fitting

Wood and Coal Stoves on display.

1
| [ | support the Arts
] the bakery.

£E P2 ©3 ZzZTE < no I : ;

m o © Qo9 » . . | HANCOCK NY
; A (;,n = (,‘2 g i == é = g E)'-CD MarCIa Nehemlah | confections = coffee = conversation
= Sh QM o w=x Bl r—|-(£ (607) 63T-BAKE
23 ® (_"\;I a2 3 = CD(Q Author Of the book Crone Age 167 € Front St. Hancock NY 13783
Qg_,. § § E §_ % r'_n 3 3 www.thebakeryhancockny.com
@ D 7] 3 -
& N o ® ) Crone Ageisa book for Thank you for voting
i @ = D woman who seeks meaning
3 a" and vitality now... and in their sixties, us best bakery
3

seventies, eighties, and beyond.

BEST GENERAL STORE

N T -
THANK YOU READERS! NElectnc

THE MILANVILLE forthe 5th year in & row
Richard Malone
GENERAL STORE 845.952.7116 TIPS

1143 RIVER ROAD, MILANVILLE, PA (570)729-8390

S flomeratollow

An affordable array of jewelry, hanabags, table linens,
- clothing & accessories, plus treasures for your home & garden Q

Narrowsburg

"I'Héhk: forvotinglus
Best Novelty'Shop

SEE OUR AD IN THE SERVICE DIRECTORY s - AR | Ned
> . ] i eI A v I3 bl A W
YOGA For Every BODY T .
%ERN ANp 2 Group Classes Year Round FF Best tire S’e/eaz‘('an ol
- o  InJeffersonville Mondays 3 = = S‘E'L;(;'I;(;’N:i”" :
Q\_Yv and Saturdays at 10 a.m. \ 5 = ¥ IN THE AREA OVER 1,300 WINES
y =
=

/ ©  InLivingston M - X . . b rprrt
n ngston n = A i 4 -
M Q Fridg;sgq»riq;:,.:: A Family-Owned/Business e Re i selol

)
4 P‘ﬁ ) Calllforlhours/252:3891
£ § MIT(Ir?ﬁI\ILT{CE:rTi?i?c?EZ Custardis\Yogurtie/Eloatsie'Sundaes
4_* %Y' Ygga Teacher Great|Food '+ Great!Prices

J'JRIA M‘d?ﬁ‘ www.miriamhernandez.com 141 KirkiRoad > Narrowsburg; NY,

Thank you, readers of the Upper Delaware Valley,

for voting Joseph Freda the . .
BEST LOCAL AUTHOR 115 PJIM‘J?S%&‘;SA;&‘“‘

PA #022366 ]

“The Patience of Rivers” s

can be purchased at these fine shops:

NEW HOME + ADDITIONS + REMODELING B i | Beticen Sy Callicoon  845-887-4210
WINDOWS + DOORS ¢ DECKS ¢ TRIM M Dty R & & Jeffersonville 845-482-5510
: NeS * Morgan Outdoors, Livi.ngstfonl\::llanor [ Roscoe 607_ 498_ 4301
Wwww joefreda.com BN 0, N . .
(570) 559-7583 B ‘ www.mikepreis.com g
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Black Gold

By Sally Hendee

The earth had settled after brewing for ages,

simmering down to a rich, black soil ready to draw

the very best from seed placed within its shallow furrows.

They stretched like rows on a chenille bedspread toward the horizon.

Perfect lines, uniformly spaced, waited to be filled
with small, eager bulbs and grains of suspended life,
expected to burst and sprout beneath the covered ridges of moist earth.

They sought more exposure to the elements,

reached above themselves, through the damp darkness.

Pale with newness, but with the strength of plant instinct,

they pushed upward, understanding the unseen light they needed.

There, the air moved around them. They had broken free
from the rich cocoon of nourishment, born into the light.
They were exposed now, vulnerable to the whims of an open, natural world.

Tended by man and wrapped in the warmth of season and sun,
washed by the soft nudging rains that now tapped upon their lean,
growing bodies, equally handsome and beautiful,

they became what they were meant to be.

The nursery of deep richness, still clung to their roots,
protected the source of it all and in some cases,

the very identity and reason for them given the time and care.
Sacred dirt, sacred as sun, held secrets of sustenance.

Did we look beneath us in appreciation or think less of what was underfoot?
We cursed dirt within our homes, the very homes whose foundations

we entrusted to it for security and stability.

We pulled the food for our existence

from same gritty gut.

Some knew the value of gold that was black,
the wealth that came from the banks of turned soil.
Some understood the wisdom of dirt.

Passionate keepers of the treasure, who deposited in those banks,
we hoped would never tire, though the work was endless
and nature, at times, cared little about their efforts.

Rich black furrows-deep furrowed brow,

Moist dark earth-dark, drenched skin,

respected the other for what was given.

The earth tended to be thoughtful when it was thoughtfully tended.

Human roots, too, are deeply embedded in the earth.

Our seeds left above ground, nevertheless

dependent on the earth for nourishment and growth.

Ancient beliefs bring us back to humble rest, when breathing is done.
We return to the quiet, soft darkness deep within her breast.

Moondust in the Loam
By Esther de Jong

I am back, in a field

with freshly stirred dirt

back in the dirt that sustains me
Between rocks and earth,

my toes feel the moon inside
When in the end we fall

and are scattered deep enough,
we know we are a part of it.
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Like us on
Facebook

Followuson - |
Twitter /

R REPORTﬁ/

w.riverreporter.com

§ EAGLE VALLEY REALTY | & —
(88 6569 State Route 97 » Narrowsburg, NY 12764 (@ h -‘RlverFolk C OHCCI’tS ~

Pam’s CurtinG CORNER

MicuHAEL ] CHOJNICKI
h\\ /ﬂ—f" J FuLL SErRVICE SALON ® WIGS AVAILABLE

IV ARGHITEGT, P.C.
78 KIRKS ROAD : M
NARROWSBURG, NY 12764
845/887-4181 mchojnicki33@gmail.com
www.mchojnickiarchitect.com

102 Kirk RoaD Pam KocHER
SUSTAINABLE DESIGN ALTERNATIVE ENERGY NARROWSBURG, NY 12764 i (845)252-3435

From house concerts to stage shows, presentlng andies & Candles

Jennie Waligroski
Licensed Real Estate
Salesperson in NY & PA
Office: 845-252-3085 ext 20

emerging and established attists performing folk, . . |
IR . coustd soul and more. Over 500 Varieties of Candies and Gifts For All Occasions!

Nostalgic Candy, Sugar Free Candy,
Bins & Barrels-Mix & Match, Hot Sauces, Metal & Wood Signs,

Cell: 845-588-5306 i COmeﬁjoin us! ‘d“i -
E-mail: ; 'Oy Yankee & Tyler Candle Lines and More!
jennie.eaglevalleyrealty@gmail.com This is a beautiful Contemporary Home g '
NY License #10401244876 ' ’
PA License #RSR001746 Seg;;if(gggsl riverfolkconcerts.com 845-252-6783 602 Church St. Hawley, P. A ﬁ
> \_ 570-226-1987 + PennyLaneCandies.com )

\Su/apam‘mj the Arfs Tﬁrargﬁ Good Health| | WHITE MILLS PET SHOP

- YN Tropical & Saltwater fish, tanks &
WAYNE I Ev(, AO RIIE AL supplies, birds, small to large, critters,
MEMORIAL MEM reptiles, supplies, REGISTERED PUPPIES,

I [ COMMUNITY grooming supplies,crates & accessories.

HOSPITAL
HEALTH CENTERS Unadvertised weekly discounts

Affiliated with Wayne Memorial Health System. For more information on our services, visit wmh.org
Carbondale ® Forest City ® Hamlin ® Honesdale ® Waymart ® Lake Como ® Lords Valley ® Milford e Tafton e Vandling RT6 HﬂWIeY Pa ¢ 57 0'253'0520

Sunshine Cottage
Bed & Breakfast

e 109 Stony Road e Lake Huntington, NY
Spend your Special night in a
PRIVATE COTTAGE

with fireplace, outdoor hot tub and kitchenette
or in the main house in our

NARROWSBURG MOTOR SALES INC.
174 Bridge Street, Narrowshurg, NY 12764

Van K. Morrow

8 Pearl Street ® PO Box 321
Livingston Manor, NY 12758

\ UTES
KATHLEEN M. JOHNSON, SALES MANAGER JoNJWE DELUXE COUNTRY SUITE

W00DS!  with private bath & whirlpool tub for two.
Stap by cur Potteny Studic for a unique gift.
845-932-8873 www.sunshinecottageandpottery.com

m Page Layout I@ QEA P€ X
m Consulting

E ® Training Brad Walrod

- info@mountainbearcrafts.com BUS. 845-252-3959
(W asAmountainbearcrafts.com FAX 845-252-7499

Floyd & BoBo's

BAKERY

& Snack Palace
98 North Main Street PHONE 845.292.6200
Liberty, NY 12754 FAX 845.292.6262
HOURS: TUES. TO SAT. TAM. - 5EM. « SUN.8 AM. - | PM. Cross Callicoon Bridge to PA, then left, one mile on River Road
WWW.FLOYDNBOBOS.COM (570)224-4828

brad@kenozatype.com

Please like us! facebook.com/surreylaneantiques
Fri « Sat » Sun * 11 am-spm 5587 State Route 52 Kenoza Lake, NY 12750-5208 845-482-2198

Proud supporter of the arts in the Delaware Valley
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Early Morning

By Patricia Kett

I walk early in the morning

at first light, the sun in promise.

I move into the world a blank slate,
listen to the sounds

aware of the smells

open to the surprises

of the awakening earth

joining the scene of a leftover dream.

The ground’s energy

moves into my body

joining the air in my lungs.

Trees, my protectors

allow me to breathe.

Smaller plants share

their blooms or fruit.

Grasses, too numerous to name,
lichen, moss, mushrooms born of dampness,
scorned by those who decide what’s needed.
I think therefore I choose?

Or do I only think I choose.

I begin to run

because I still can

because it improves my heart
because they say so

whose minds will change

with the next funded study.

I feel good when I run,

my blood vessels open

my leg muscles move

in perfect rhythm with

my heart, my breath, my thoughts,
the day fills with promises

to keep or not.

Dirt 9x

By Micho

I'm talking about Dirt.

Clean Dirt.

Dirt you smell,

Loving the aroma.

Dirt you get under your fingernails,
And don’t mind going to bed with.
I'm talking about farm Dirt.

Nature’s Dirt.

Unadulterated, unprocessed, Unfiltered Dirt.
Dirt that is a home for

Worms, insects, roots and vegetables.
Dirt that makes me,

Smile.

Beneath the Soil

By Rey Barreto

Pick up a newspaper, turn on the t.v.,

look at the mirror of our lives:

another newborn thrown in a garbage can,
another bomb blown by the terrorist hand,
listen to the radio, listen to the streets

of humanity trapped in rush hour, choking
on the fumes of violence, choking on fear,
gagging on racial tensions, gagging on hate,

reeling from war to war, staggering ever closer

to our own destruction,
there seems to be no way out, and yet...

Look above you

at the infinite blue of the sky,

look around you

at the ballet of the butterfly,

feel beneath you

the soft cool soil of the earth,

listen to the wise old trees

whose gnarled fingers point the way;,
the answer is there

in the musical balance of nature

in the brilliant dance of butterflies
in the richness and depth of the soil
where the roots of every spirit

even yours and mine

secretly and deeply

intertwine.
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HANCOCK
LIQUOR
STORE

Great Selection ¢ Great Prices

Knowledgeable Staff

27 West Main Street « Hancock, NY ¢ 607-637-5364
Open Monday - Thursday 9am - 7pm ¢ Friday & Saturday 9am - 9pm ¢ Sundays 12-6pm

JOHN HECTOR

Narrowshurg New York Homes
Licensed in NY, PA, CA

845-252-7777
JohnHectorLaw@aol.com = JohnHectorRealty.com o For AU V0owr Real Estate Veeds

Custom home on nice lot, great value and location. 3 bedroom
including master suite. A must see at this price. $159,900.

Diamond in the rough, Narrowsburg river property, 3 bedrooms,
1.5baths. $289,000.

Excellent starter or weekend home. Walk to town, shops and
Delaware River. 3 br/2 bath. New roof. Motivated seller!
$123,900.

Pristine custom log home on 25 acres. 3BR, 2.5BA, large deck
for entertaining. Secluded, yet minutes to shops, restaurants
and Delaware River. Paradise in the country!  $379,000.

R~
vGearUP= GO

Get more “go” for less dough
with B Series compact tractors!

$0 Down, 0% Financing, for up to 60 Months

MARSHALL MACHINERY INC.
Rt. 652, Honesdale, PA 18431 « 570-729-7117 + www.marshall-machinery.com

*30.down, 0% AP.R. f nancing for upto 60 months on purchases of new Kubota 26 (excluding ZG100/Z100/2700), 2D (excluding 2D331LP-72/20331-60), BY, B, , M (excluding M108S/M6S), TLB, 7, DM,
Ré and TE, K008, K¥, and U Series equipment avilable to qualiied purchasers from participating dealersin-tock inventory though 9/30/2014. Example: A 60-month monthly installment repayment term
- a1 0% AP.R. requies 60 payments of $16.67 per $1,000 i nanced. 0% A P.R. interestis avalable to customersifno dealer documentation preparation fee i charged. Dealer charge for document preparation
fee shall e in accordance with sate aws. Inclusion of neligble equipment may resultn a higher blended A.P.R. Not available for Rental, National Accounts or Govermental customers. 0% AP.R. and low- “

rate i nancing may not be available with customer instant rebate offers. Financing is available through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A,, 3401 Del Amo Blvd., Torrance, CA 90503; subject to credit approval
Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 9/30/2014. See us for details on these and other low-rate options or go to www.kubota.com for more information. Optional equipment may be shown.

o 12014) S
* % SULLIVAN COUNTY » %
FARIMIERS

MARKETS

Farm Art Silent Auction & Cocktail Reception

“A Celebration of Local Foods”
Saturday, July 26
5-7pm

The RiverSpace at Cafe Devine
33 Lower Main Street, Callicoon, NY

Food compliments of Cafe Devine
Complimentary Libations from Eminence Road Farm Winery & Aaron Burr Cider

Free to attend, all are welcome
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Humboldt County, 1972

By Tom Braverman

Excerpted from: “717 Hemlock Street: The Empiricist
Conversation from Locke to Godel,” a novel by Tommy
Saxophone

John and I sat on the porch on attached movie theater
seats John had rescued from an old East Bay movie
theater just prior to its demolition. From tall glasses we
drank hot coffee sweetened with condensed milk. John
pointed west, towards a hilltop in the distance.

“China Creek Road is between us and that ridge. If you
walk downhill from here you pretty much can’t miss
it. Stay on the path.” John looked at me and repeated,
“Stay on the path. If someone asks where you're going,
tell them you're coming from Glassblower John's and
you're going to Uncle Jimmy's. Hoka Hey.”

“‘...coming from Glassblower John'’s going to see Uncle
Jimmy."” I repeated.

“...Hoka Hey...!”

“Sorry. ‘Coming from Glassblower John’s going to see
Uncle Jimmy...Hoka Hey."”

“Yeah. Don’t forget the ‘Hoka Hey.””

Sure enough, a quarter of a mile down the path from
Glassblower John's a voice out of the brush hailed,
“Who goes there?”

“Uh... Tommy, coming from Glassblower John's on my
way to Uncle Jimmy's.”

I heard a mechanical clicking that sounded very much
like a round being chambered.

“Hoka Hey,” I added.

There was a pause.

“Go on then...”

I walked out of the woods into a clearing, an open space
in front of a geodesic dome, the plywood sheathing
three quarters complete, the remainder covered in
black plastic. A young man with a sparse beard and
long blonde hair gathered in a ponytail, shirtless under
bib overalls and barefoot, was splitting wood rounds.
The young man stopped working and leaned on the

maul, regarding my approach with an owlish, bemused
expression.

“And what have we here?” he asked in a clipped British
accent.

Reggie was not British, as it turned out, but a refugee
from an eastern steel town. Land in southern Humboldt
County, deemed by the lumber industry of no further
use, was going for a few hundred dollars an acre, and
Reggie and a few friends had come west to live a simpler
life far from urban sprawl.

“Sit, Sir,” he said, pulling out a chair for me. A young
woman sat on the edge of the bed holding their infant
son on her lap. The baby followed Reggie with his

eyes as Reggie went to a cooler and fetched a quart
container. Reggie sat down on a stool and pinched the
container open and, touching it to his forehead, intoned
something that sounded like “Bom Shiva.” The baby
laughed, squirming with pleasure. Reggie took a swig
from the container and passed it to me. I started to lift
the container to my lips; Reggie stopped me.

“You have to do the thing, man.”

The baby was watching me now.

“Bom Shiva,” I ventured.

There was no reaction from the infant.

Reggie shook his head.

“Not enough bass...Louder.”

“Bom Shiva,” I attempted gruffly, in as low a voice

as I could manage, touching the waxy container,
beaded with condensation, to my forehead. I took a sip:
raspberry kefir, sweet and cold. The baby laughed and
kicked his feet.

Now I passed the container to the young mother who
repeated the ritual much to the baby’s delight. The
infant grew quiet, expectant. Reggie took the container
and touched it to his son’s forehead. What the baby said
may or may not have sounded more or less like “Bom
Shiva.” But it was clear that the infant was attempting
to supply the ritual incantation.

“Good boy, Charlie,” Reggie said, and putting his index
finger into the container, brought out a little kefir which

he offered to his son. The container went around again,
and then again, until it was empty.

Reggie, watched intently by Charlie, now brought out a
guitar.

I shot the sheriff...

...he sang in a soft, vibratoless tenor...

But I did not shoot the deputy...

...this last phrase sung in an ascending major triad, just
as Marley himself had sung it.

Charlie was asleep and his mother laid him on the
counterpane and covered him with a little blanket.
Reggie fetched a jam jar from a cupboard.

“Reg, you don’t know if our guest partakes,” the
woman said.

“Ma cherie,” Reggie answered, “you are perhaps some
time in Bordeaux? In zee France? And zee wine is offered
you? And zo you zay,” here he switched to the nasal
whine of a Long Island teenager, “‘Nah, I'll just have a
diet Fresca,’” and falling back into mock-French, “...to
refuse-ay, zis is not zo much zee politesse, no? You t'ink?
Yes?”

The purple buds clustered on the little branch were
“sinsemilla,” seedless, as Reggie explained. Reggie
demonstrated that the sticky resin was enough to cause
the little branch to adhere to his fingers. “The pure
schmint,” Reggie called it.

I slept that night in an old oak grove. Far enough inland
so that there was no fog, the night was warm, moonlit.
The next morning I got up and stuffed my sleeping bag
into its sack, wrapped the sack in my tarp and fastened
the bundle to the bottom of my pack. Reg was standing
in the doorway of his dome drinking kefir.

“China Creek Road is just at the top of the bank,” he
said pointing to a path that led out of the clearing,
offering me the container. “Uncle Jimmy’s is four or five
miles up the road.”

I was starting out of the clearing when I remembered
there was something I'd wanted to ask.

“What does ‘Hoka Hey’ mean?”

“‘Hoka Hey?’ That's Lakota for ‘It’s a good day to die’.”
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Proud Supporter of the Literary Arts

Veus
Thursday-Saturday

Sullivan County’s Premier Restaurant and Caterer
WWW.mrwillys.com

Route 42 South,
Monticello,
New York
845-794-0888

The Upper Delaware Writers Collective supports
the Literary Arts in the Upper Delaware Valley

www.upperdelawarewriterscollective.com Visit us on Facebook

Eagle Valley Realty

ust NGS
: ‘“mt\\ 6569 State Route 97 « Narrowsburg, NY 12764

> Phone 845-252-3085, Ext. 12 + Eves: 845-252-7358 Dawn J. creri,

Serving the Upper Delaware River Valley * Licensed NY & PA, Realtor-MLS Associate Broker

WWWEAG[E\IM[EYIIEMTYBGM DAWN.EAGLEVALLEYREALTYQGMAIL GON

Old World Charm! Bring the entire family to this Lakefront home. This
spacious home is currently set up as a 2 family, but could be a large single
family home. Features wood floors, double stone fireplace, custom built-in
cabinets, kitchen with cherry cabinets, great room overlooking the lake, 5
large bedrooms, family room, second kitchen, 2 full baths and a sun room with
M an Endless Pool. Plus a finished lower level with 2 one bedroom apartments.
Dual heating systems, oil hot water baseboard & a wood furnace. Nice setting
on 1.75+/- mostly open acres. Sit on the rear deck while you watch the Eagles
fish. Walk to charming village of Narrowsburg! $325,000 MLS#39205

Free estimates! Boilers, Heat Pumps
and Building Controls

EnergyStarDave LLC

www.energystardave.com
dave@energystardave.com
Narrowshurg, NY 12764
845.252.3707 ¢ 845.701.3088

VISIT
Livingston

gateway ShOpS
to the great| galleries

¥ outdoors brewery
— baker.y
f eateries

RT 17 EXIT 96

An idyllic destination
for dining, shopping
& the arts

in the legendary
Catskill Mountains.

Centenmial

Celebration Fvents
&ep # BEQ & Barn Dance,

Jeffarsonwille

Soil, Tierra,
Sol, 1782,
Gleba, 132

Cornel] University
o g Cooperative Extension
Sallivan County

Ot 8 v cuth Trail Hike
) Fundraiser, Liberty
Whatewer vou call it, wee

hawe been passionate about
providing cormunity
education on our natural
resources for 100 years and
contire to bel

Na‘l’? Anniversary Gala
Brunch, Foclk Hill

Call Us: E45-292-6180

BRICK OVEN PIZZA & PASTA
LORDS VALLEY SHOPPING PLAZA
641 ROUTE 739
LORDS VALLEY, PA 18498
CARINI 570-257-0441 o
PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT 7‘ }\
Pizza - Pasta
Subs ¢ Salads
112 Kirk Road
Narrowsburg, NY 12764

845-252-3338

Cucina & Pizzeria

Pizza + Pasta * Subs ¢ Salads

570-296-2554

203 6th Street,
Milford, PA 18337

FIND YOUR
RIDE TODAY

BILL CASE POLARIS SALES AND
SERVICE
408 WELCOME LAKE RD
BEACH LAKE, PA 18405
FIND US @ BILLCASE.COM
E-MAIL CASESNOW@PTD.NET
POLARIS ATV', RANGERS,
SNOWMOBILES

HER O] EARANGE

HUGE DEALS

oN ALL2014s
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Getting Into August

By Sheila Dugan

July 27th
the Universe’s longest day
I feel it

will this day never end I asked myself
Uranus
Ireply

July 28th the usual drone
languidly sits on the
usual bench

the arresting officer
answers dispassionately
the cross-examination

were his pants down

no says the cop

was his zipper undone
don’t know says the cop
was the ground wet

nope says the cop

did you see him urinating
nope says the cop

then I move to dismiss

guilty says
the usual drone
beyond a reasonable doubt

July 29th
I visit Peltier in a room
in prison

he sleeps on the floor in his cell
to keep cool
in the hole

July 30th I write
passionately about

my garden

July 31st I pull up potatoes
a dozen or so for dinner
with guests

my lumpy knees
covered with garden dirt
look like potatoes

Tomorrow will be August
we still have half a summer left
today I will swim in the river

Dirt

By Will Conway

“Politics is an organized, publically

sanctioned amplification of the infantile itch

to always have one’s own way.”

— Tom Robbins, “What Is Art and If We

Know What Art Is, What Is Politics?”

DNA tends to hold sway,

in spite of goodness, Thomas J.
Alex Hamilton redressed his vows
through dallies with a lady’s wows.
A miracle dwelt in Grover C.
admitting extra paternity.

Roosevelt and Eisenhower
lent affairs a little power.
Kennedy and Johnson
walked their dogs around.

G. B. Senior held Jennie Fitzgerald
in many positions, so it’s been said.
Monica'’s tacky blue dress

bent underneath the desk

left Bill with a what is

the real meaning of is?

U. S. Rep. A. Weiner sexted,

Mark Sandford re-flexed his
muscle, hiking into Argentina.
Patraeus disturbed B’s finest china.

Strom, like T. J., made Essie May,
brown as coffee, behind the fray.

The list expands past any one name;
Condit and Newt, Edwards and Cain,
Souder and Schrock, Ryan and Craig
sharing a boast, X-rated, not vague;

snug in tales of secret undies,

at whim of politic and sundries,
dare beg yet for your solemn votes,
barring flash news of undertows.
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feast for pachamama
By Tracey Gass Ranze

| ) " Q
these snow-sumptuous and barren vegetable beds 4 f i A "ok ROY USIR "  VEN
remind me of the coming heat, the gritty sun beat
the fruit flower, green leaves, the canning steam

and i wonder how much we will need by summer’s end I 7'% . . E /ﬂ!

of soil, seeds, sprouts, sweat ! P Mp M &/L(L/ Lé/

as spring gets on, i know it’s not just heat M (ﬂ% W % (9# M M

but light and dark that conduct the spark of leaves , :

the sustained note of the open bud that murmurs the arrival i % ID.

of long-light, the firefly-lit, slip of night - W

and i have these long days to make dirt - 3y xS AN t\nk}u!,¢[’é¢“g hzi’ O;-'l : YJ

to dig it from a decade of cut and heaped lawn clips

to toss it in the wheelbarrow

to cut in ripe kitchen compost, plus

two scoops of limestone and a pile of rotting leaves

to add a fork of mulch straw, a bucket of farm manure
and finally to slow to sacred-time to scatter a prayer
with a jelly-jar of Lynn Elfert’s ashes - as per & “

A kPN i 4 0x@ |‘ ¥
her posthumous request 0 : Vab AR ) T .
f ,» “ x ? 7K A ¢ .

5

now to feed pachamama - mother earth

to roll into some shade, to cool the stir and stir

to lean over the deep pan of the rusted garden cart
clenching a claw tool or pitchfork or favorite wooden stick,
mixing and mixing, even drips of salty sweat season

as i shovel, toss, chop this black-batter in- shovel, toss, chop
to build my garden beds, to plant my seeds, grow earth

where at rest, i listen and watch -

the rains release the dirt and split the seed to stem
the sun unfurl the leaves, insects consort the blooms
seeds don their fruit, earthworms eat dirt at harvest.

Name

Phone #
Address
City/State/Zip
Email Address

O Check or money order enclosed.
O Credit Card #
Expiration Date Billing Zip Code

YES, | want

to subscribe!

[0 Send me 52 issues for only $42.
O 1 prefer 104 issues - only $72.

THE RIVER REPORTER LITERARY GAZETTE 2014  Page 25



Two Parts Dirt

By Sharon MacGregor

A cigarette hangs from her lips; the burnt ash refuses to
drop and she squints to protect her pale cornflower blue
eyes from the smoke that rises behind her large frame plastic
glasses. Wearing polyester pants with a button-up floral
print shirt in a coordinating color, her shoulders slightly
stooped, she moves with purpose and crosses the narrow
kitchen. Feet encased in practical slip-on loafers complete
the ensemble and are a required part of being dressed for the
day. Hands with long fingers are tipped by sturdy nails that
are maintained to a length just long enough to be noticed
as feminine and palms filled with the guts of the coffee
percolator. She shakes the grinds into an old coffee can on
the white counter and taps the stainless steel basket against
the metal rim.

“What do you do with that?” her granddaughter asks with
her head tipped to one side.

Though she does not care for the smell of freshly brewed
coffee, the spent remains have a milder and more pleasant
scent to her young nose.

The stoic matriarch does not waste time or effort to

turn when she answers, “I mix this with the dirt for the
geraniums. It’s best to use one part grinds to at least two
parts dirt.”

Though just less than 10 years old, the young girl who
swings her feet while sitting at the red and white kitchen
table knows very well what geraniums are and that they
line the main sidewalk leading to the front door. They are
planted in the spring in dirt that is tender, rich in color

and turned with an odd silver spoon. The flowers are an
expected part of the scenery upon arriving at the house

of her mother’s mother, just as the porch with the painted
cement floor, the clothes line just outside the side door, and
the skeleton key that was kept hidden in the dirt in case of
an emergency.

A child can count on things at their grandparents’ house;
skinny bottles of flavored sodas lined up on the top shelf in
the refrigerator on a cardboard liner, two pairs of eyeglasses
on the kitchen table along with a pile of scrap paper and a
pencil, volumes upon volumes of National Geographic
magazines lining the bookshelves and a paperback book
nearby. A woman who can crochet and knit, and may seem
a bit too serious to children, always had just a touch of
whimsy. She created stuffed animals from yarn, had small
wooden toys on the window ledges that could be collapsed
by pushing up from underneath, and though she gave the
impression that she was not exactly affectionate, a kiss hello
and goodbye was always given to her grandchildren.

The memory is like a snapshot. One brief exchange between
the woman and her grand-daughter and the rest escapes
like steam after a summer rain. However, the young girl has
grown to have a family of her own and faithfully makes sure
at least one geranium is planted in front of her home and
tells her sons they are best planted in soil that has a ratio of
one part coffee grinds to at least two parts dirt.
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The River Reporter's 19 Annual 7()]14 READERS" CHOICE AWARDS

THE BEST BALLOT IS BACK!

We have revamped our ballot and it’s better than ever! We ask
that you simply vote for the people, places or businesses that
you think are the BEST. Thank you for your participation and
we look forward to receiving your votes. If there is a category
that we are missing, let us know!

We will publish our 2014 WINNERS in our annual Readers’
Choice Awards “BEST” supplement in January 2015.

Good Luck to all!

BEST PLACES FOR FOOD & DRINK

Appetizers Ice Cream Parlor
Authentic Meal ltalian Restaurant
Bagels Locally-Sourced Menu
Bakery Local Watering Hole
Barbeque Lunch
Beer Selection Martinis
Breakfast Menu
Brunch New Restaurant
Budget-friendly Pasta Dish
Buffet Pizza
Candy Shop Off The Beaten Path
Cheeseteak Sandwich Outdoor Dining
Chinese Restaurant Overall R
Coffee - Delaware County
Deli - Orange County
Desserts - Pike County
Diner - Sullivan County
Dinner -Wayne County
Dinner Specials -Region
Early Bird Specials Ribs
Family Restaurant Romantic Restaurant
French Fries Salad
Gourmet Restaurant Sandwiches
Grocery Store /Supermarket Seafood
Hamburgers Soups
Happy Hour Steakhouse
Health Food Store Vegetarian Food Restaurant
Home Cooking Restaurant Wine Selection
Hot Dogs Wings

BEST PLACES TO SHOP
Antique Store Jewelry Store
Auto Parts Store Knit Shop
Baby/Kids Store Liquor Store
Boat Dealer/Rental Locally-made products
Bookstore Lumberyard
Car Dealership Medical Equipment
Clothing Store Motorcycle Shop
Collectibles Store Music Store
Consignment Shop Novelty Shop
Electronics Outdoor Recreational Vehicles
Farm Equipment Retailer Pet Store
Flooring Store Place to Buy Art
Florist Pottery Studio
Furniture Store Speciality Store
General Store Sporting Goods Shop
Gift Shop Tattoo/Ear Piercing Shop
Hardware Store Vintage Shop
Home Décor

Auto Service Station
Bank

Child Care Provider
Christmas Tree Farm

Eye Care Center

Elder Care Facility
Emergency Room
Engaging Facebook Page
Fitness Center

Funeral Home

Green Business

Hair & Nail Salon
Heating Fuel Company
Home & Garden Store
Hospital/ Medical Facility
Insurance Agency

Kid's Camp

Kitchen & Bath Store
Maternity Unit

Modular Homes
Mortgage Company

New Business of the Year
Pet Boarding/Pampering
Pet Grooming /Groomer
Pharmacy

Photography Studio
Plumbing & Heating Supply
Rehabilitation Services
Recycle & Transfer Station
Rental Center

Real Estate Office
Salvage Company

Septic Service

Spa or Personal Pampering
Storage Center

Towing Service

Truck Center

Tuxedo Rentals
Veterinarian Clinic
Well Driller

Women's Health Center

BEST OF OUR COMMUNITY

BEST BUSINESSES & SERVICES BEST PEOPLE

Accountant Green Develop
Architect High School Athlete
Auto Mechanic Holisitc Practioner
Baker/ Specialty Cakes Interier Decorator
Bank Teller Landscaper
Barber Lawyer

Bartender Law Enf Officer
Builder Local Hero
Butcher Massage Therapist
Caterer Medical Specialist
Carpenter Painter

Car Sal Pediatrician

Chef Plumber
Chiropractor Politician

Clergy P

Coach Radio Personality
Custom Cabinetry Real Estate Agent
Dentist Roofer

Doctor Teacher
Electrician Veterinarian
Event Planner Waiter/Waitress
Excavator Web Designer
Friendly Staff Yoga Teacher

|
HOW TO VOTE: Pleast print clearly your choices for “THE BEST" from the categories

::2:::::;1:1dpurk ) :Z:::; /Band listed. Best choices are limited to Delaware, Orange, Pike, Sullivan and Wayne coun-

) ties. You may also VOTE ONLINE: www.RiverReporter.com/BEST
SIS AR 5] HOW TO ENTER: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Additional ballots are available
Art Gallery - Potter at The River Reporter office at 93 Erie Ave, Narrowsburg, NY. Ballots MUST be
Atmosphere Local Products: complete and include full name, address and phone number of voter. All ballots must
Bed & Breakfast - Beer / Spirits be received by December 18, 2014. Employees of The River Reporter and Stuart
Bowling Lanes - Cheese Communications are permitted to vote but not eligible to win prizes. Entries that are
Canoe Livery - Eggs late, damaged, illegible or missing voter’s name will not be eligible. One entry per
G Medts person. Mechanically reproucgd or Photocopied entries are notl eligib[e. A buginess,
Chamber of Commerts Maple Syr0p organization or person may win no more thgn three (3) categories. Winners will be

chosen based on the number of votes received by December 18th, 2014.

Chicken BBQ (Volunteer) - Wine HOW TO WIN PRIZES: All ballots will be included in a random drawing for prizes.
Cider Wil Meditation Center Drawing will be held in January 2015. No duplicate winners. BEST Winners will be
Civic Club or Organization Movie Theatre notified in January 2015.
College Museum
Community Festival or Street Fair Neighborhood r 6F F_I C IKL TB E_STTBKL L_OT_E N?RY_ F 0_ RNT
Conference Center Pancake Breakf 1 1
Dance Studio Parade I PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY I
Day Trip Penny Social
Fair Place to Hold a Prom I Name 1
Family Night Out Places to Play Bingo | Address |
Farm Market Place to Take out of town guests
Fire Department Place to Take the kids 1 City, State, Zip |
Golf Course Playhouse Theatre |
Historic Site Post Office I Phone I
Horseback Riding Private School E-mail
Hotel Radio Station | 1
Law Office Resort D lamacurrentsubscriber LI 1buy TRRonnewsstands |
Librory Shopping Area L O Sign me up for a free 4 week subscription
Live Music Venue Ski Lodge - - - - - - ---—-"
LA"S' 2""0“‘ A."’““f’:mied PLEASE MAIL COMPLETED FORMS TO:
- Author Wedding Reception Location The Rlver Reporter “ BEST”
- Celebrity Winery PO Box 150, Narrowsburg, NY 12764
- Farm Youth Center 3
- Getaway Youth Program ol D ROP O FF AT

93 Erie Avenue, Narrowsburg, NY 12764
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WE'VE GOT THE CAR FOR YOU!

For those who want a hearty dose of power with a side of light-speed escapism, enjoy the spoils of the 2014 Fiesta

“ THE MOMENT YOU'VE BEEN DRIVING FOR!
Wm M‘ SHOWROOM OPEN  Service Hours:
Mon-Thurs til 7pm; Mon-Fri 8-5; Sat 8-12
//\ Mon-Fri 8-5; Sat 8-12
p WWW.WAYNECOUNTYFORD.COM

Fri til 5pm; Sat til 4pm Parts Dept. Hours:

971 Texas Palmyra Hwy * Honesdale, PA 18431 - 1-800-359-9221
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