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FUTURES START 
HERE!

Every day in 9 locations in Northern Orange and 
Sullivan Counties over 300 Club kids have a safe place 
to go after school. When they’re with us they get help 
with their homework and a nutritious snack. They learn 
about living a healthy lifestyle. They participate in 
community service initiatives. 

Your good hearts and generosity help sustain the work 
we do to keep our kids safe, feel supported, and work 
hard to become good citizens. 

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR CLUBS OR TO REGISTER YOUR CHILD CALL OR VISIT:

845.342.8833    www.bgcorange.org



A  RIVER REPORTER 2017 MAGAZINE • 3

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Cover photograph by Sandy Long

Upper Delaware, a special publication of 
The River Reporter, is published on August 31, 2017

by Stuart Communications, Inc. 
Entire contents ©2017 by Stuart Communications, Inc.

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 150, Narrowsburg, NY 12764

Phone: 845/252-7414 • Fax: 845/252-3298 

Publisher: Laurie Stuart
Section Editor: Anne Willard

Production Manager: Amanda Reed
Editorial Assistant: Ian Pugh

Sales Manager: 
Tanya Hubbert, ext. 34, tanya@riverreporter.com

Ad Sales Associate:
Eileen Hennessy, ext. 35, eileen@riverreporter.com

If you would like copies for your place of business? 

Contact: Amanda at 845/252-7414, ext. 23
or amanda@riverreporter.com

Have a comment or idea for the magazine? 
Contact: Anne Willard at 845/252-7414, ext. 29 

or copyeditor@riverreporter.com

Contents

5

17

Fabulous fall
A tour of the river valley to see fall’s finery
By Sandy Long

27

30

13

utumn, said the poet Keats, is the season of “mists and mellow 
fruitfulness;” the Upper Delaware Region has its share of both, not 
to mention those clear, crisp days when you can see forever. Sandy 
Long’s photo tour of the river valley reflects all of these (and has 
provided us with our cover to boot). Take a virtual tour of some of 

our most beautiful autumn locales, and get some tips about where you too will 
have a chance to get some gorgeous photos. 

When it comes to fruitfulness, you don’t have to go to a supermarket—or a farmers’ 
market, or even a farm—to collect autumn’s bounty. In these pages botanist Molly 
Marquand, an expert in foraging, identifies some of the food you can find out in the 
wild to enrich your fall larder, from berries to nuts that can be ground into flour.

Mists, meanwhile, can be beautiful, but also a bit spooky—calling to mind that cen-
terpiece holiday of the autumn season, Halloween. We thought we’d get you in the 
mood by presenting a collection of local ghost stories, most of them from local histori-
ans and one from the owners of Lumberland’s very own haunted mansion, Burn Brae.

And if you think festival season is over on Labor Day, think again: there seem to be 
as many if not more street festivals during autumn as there are during the summer. 
We provide you with a guide to this year’s fall street festival schedule, complete with 
descriptions and photos, so you know when they’re coming up and which ones you’d 
like to be sure to get to.

It’s not just the street festivals that take place in autumn. The Upper Delaware 
region is fortunate in having three fall film festivals: the Big Eddy Film Festival, the 
Black Bear Film Festival and the Canaltown Spooky Movie Festival. In last year’s issue 
we told you about the Spooky Movie Festival; this year we fill you in on the other two. 

There are plenty of places to go and things to do in the Upper Delaware in fall; we 
hope these pages give you an idea of where to start.

—Anne Willard
Section Editor

Autumn foraging
Harvest time is not just for farms
By Molly Marquand

Hauntings of the  Upper Delaware
Spooky stories abound in venues around
the region, from graveyards to mansions
to the river itself

RESTAURANT & SHOPS
 Open 7 Days a week 

 Burgers, Grilled Sandwiches 
 Fajitas, Specialty Salads 
 Quesadillas, Steaks, Pastas 

and more 
 Outside Patio Dining 

 Tourist Information Center 
 1800s School House 
 Koi and Duck Ponds 

 Full Service Pub with Daily 
Drink and Food Specials 

Route 6, Milford, PA

570-296-6831 

www.applevalleyrestaurant.com

Serving affordable meals since 1966

Michael ParkerMichael Parker
PA #022366PA #022366

Custom CarpentryCustom Carpentry
NEW HOME • ADDITIONS • REMODELING

WINDOWS • DOORS • DECKS • TRIM

(570)(570) 559-7583 559-7583

Autumn film festivals
Big Eddy and Black Bear make fall in the Upper 
Delaware prime time for film aficionados
By Ian Pugh

Autumn street festivals
Hamlets all over the Upper Delaware region 
welcome visitors to their streets for celebrations 
of the harvest season

A
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CRAIG S. FINE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Representing 
Sullivan County residents 
for more than 25 years

P: 845-791-7900
343 E Broadway
Monticello, New York 12701

Workers’ Compensation
Personal Injury

CHECK OUT OUR SPECIALS!

3799 Route 97    Barryville NY 12719
845-557-6158

“SEE YOU THERE”

Hours Of Operations:
Restaurant & Bar

11:00am - 10:00 pm

Breakfast served
8:30am to 11:00am

Camping and Boating
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By Sandy Long

Fabulous fall

TRR photos by Sandy Long
Start your tour with a stop at the bridge connecting the communities of Shohola, PA with Barryville, NY. The view from the bridge depicted here 
shows Barryville’s River Road, which runs parallel to Route 97. A circular parking area at the end of this road provides access by foot to the 
Delaware River. Walkers will pass a small wetlands area alive with animal, bird and plant species that prefer such boggy habitats. Have your camera 
ready for the flocks of pigeons that roost under the bridge. Learn more about local history from informational signs along the bridge walkway and 
grab some great shots of the river from above the flow. Nearby eateries and shops provide additional opportunities to explore.

Roll O   Containers
10, 15, 20, 30 and 40 yard
and Dumpsters Available

845-482-9826
PO Box 387

Je  ersonville, NYJe   Sanitation
Refuse & Recyclable Pick-Up

GrundGrund
CUSTOM MEAT CUTTINGCUSTOM MEAT CUTTING

Cochecton Center, NY • 845-252-7363
DEER: Cut • Wrapped • Frozen

Year-Round Custom Cutting
Beef • Pig • Lamb

Continued on page 6

A tour of the river valley to see fall’s fi nery

It could easily be argued that the 
Upper Delaware River region is 
one of the best places in Amer-
ica to find endless opportunities 
for photographing fall foliage, 

particularly in conjunction with pris-
tine waterways. The River Reporter’s 
primary coverage area, flanking the 
magnificent Delaware River in New 
York’s Sullivan County and Penn-
sylvania’s Pike and Wayne counties, 
is blessed with an evolving landscape 
of natural beauty that is particularly 
fetching in fall. 

Following are a few suggestions for 
locations to set your plan for a sat-
isfying tour that can be enjoyed as 
a day trip or drawn out over a luxu-
rious weekend of leaf-peeping and 
river-rambling. The tour follows the 
middle section of New York’s Route 
97 Scenic Byway, which extends for 
71 miles through Orange, Sullivan 
and Delaware counties. 

Along the drive, keep watch for 
bald eagles, great blue herons, mal-
lards, mergansers and other bird 
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species that are frequently seen along the river. 
And be sure to have your camera ready to capture 
the occasional white-tailed deer or black bear that 
share the region’s forests. 

Early fall color begins to appear in late Septem-
ber and is fully expressed toward mid-October. 
Pack your camera or smartphone and go!

FALL
Continued from page 5

Continue north along Route 97 to see Roebling’s Delaware 
Aqueduct—the oldest existing wire cable suspension bridge in 
the nation. Begun in 1847 on the Delaware Hudson Canal, the 
iconic structure was designed and built by John A. Roebling, 
future engineer of the Brooklyn Bridge. Parking lots on either 
side of the bridge provide easy access to walkways overlooking 
the Delaware River in either direction. Great photo ops abound, 
and informational signs offer insight to the significance of this 
engineering feat. The Tollhouse on the New York side contains 
self-guiding exhibits and historic photos. 
Take time to explore the 1828 D&H Towpath Trail, a mile-long level trail that runs underneath 
the bridge on the New York side, where you can photograph the remains of the D&H Canal 
and possibly snap some shots of the fox whose burrow is tunneled into the canal bank, or the 
muskrats that live in the wetlands created by the canal. Just around the corner from the bridge 

on the Pennsylvania side is the Zane Grey Museum—home of the “Father of the Western Novel,” 
who lived in Lackawaxen from 1895 to 1918.
There are no interior tours after Labor Day, but you can step onto the front porch to shoot scenic 
images of the fall foliage at the confluence of the Lackawaxen and Delaware rivers.

27 West Main Street • Hancock, NY
607-637-5364

Open Monday - Thursday 9am - 7pm
Friday & Saturday 9am - 9pm

Sundays 12-6pm

Great Selection • Great Prices

Knowledgeable Staff 
esesesessttt t 

MMMMoooo

GGrGrreaeae

KKKKKnnnn

FrFrFrrF iii

272772 WWWee

OpOppOpOpenenen

GGG

Enjoy the
harvest

hancock 
liquor 
store

Still Banking Strong!

(845) 482-4000
www.jeffbank.com

www.facebook.com/jeffersonvillebank
NMLS ID # 405318

Home Equity Loans
2.99

for 5 years
(60 months)

%*
APR 3.99

for 10 years
(120 months)

%**
APR

Closing Costs Waived!***

*The monthly payment per $1,000 borrowed at 2.99% APR for a 60 month term is $17.96.
**The monthly payment per $1,000 borrowed at 3.99% APR for a 120 month term is $10.12.

Stop in any one of our branches today to speak with a lender!

Introducing two new Home Equity Loans with an annual percentage rate of 2.99%* for five years (60 months) or 3.99%** for ten years (120 months)
after closing. There is a $25,000 minimum loan amount for new customers and $50,000 in new money for existing Jeff Bank Loan Customers. Early
payment premium may apply if paid within the first 3 years. An automatic payment must be made from a Jeff Bank account. Closing costs waived for all
loans***. Consult a tax advisor for further information regarding the deductibility of interest. If the loan is secured by a first lien, payments listed below
do not include taxes and insurance.  Subject to credit approval with a median credit score(s) of 700 or higher. Jeff Bank reserves the right to discontinue
this Home Equity Loan Special at any time. Additional terms and conditions may apply.

Continued on page 8
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FALL
Continued from page 6

Several miles before reaching the town of Narrowsburg, NY, a left turn onto Crawford Road will lead to the location where the boulder-laden Ten Mile River (TMR) meets the mighty Delaware. Walk 
the dirt road along TMR to capture inspiring images of sunlight glancing off the water draped with glowing fall foliage, or hike the three-mile Tusten Mountain Trail (www.trailkeeper.org/trail/tusten-
mountain-trail). These photos depict the TMR in opposite views from a small stone bridge that crosses the river.

From trees to keys and 

everything in between

591 Swiss Hill Road,Jeffersonville, NY

Draining Driveway Post Hole Digging  Full Tree Service

Stump Grinding  Chipping  Lawn Mowing  Brush Hogging

Snow Plowing Salt/Sanding

www.JPContheweb.com Jim Crowley Owner/Operator

845.482.5477
845.866.0212

PC
ENTERPRISES

YOGA For Every BODY
Group Classes Year Round

In Jeffersonville
on Saturdays at 10 a.m.

In Livingston Manor Fridays at 4:15 p.m.

And by request only in Jeffersonville 
Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m.

Please contact me via my website

MIRIAM HERNANDEZ
Kripalu Certi  ed • Yoga Teacher 

www.miriamhernandez.com
Pete’s Plaza Kirk Rd Narrowsburg, NY 

Open 6am-11pm

Continued on page 9
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FALL
Continued from page 8

Continued on page 10

Finish up with a photo prowl around 
Narrowsburg, NY, where The River 
Reporter’s offices overlook Little Lake Erie, 
a quiet small water body abounding in bird, 
amphibian and reptile life. Enjoy excellent 
food and beverages in town and explore 
eclectic shops. Then nab some nifty photos 
of the river fringed in fall leaf color from 
the bridge arching over the Big Eddy—the 
deepest part of the Delaware River. The 
deck on Main Street ordinarily provides 
wonderful views, but as of press date it is 
closed for reconstruction. The views are 
fabulous, though, so it’s worth swinging 
by later in the season to check if it has 
reopened.
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FROST VALLEY YMCA 
Family Weekends • Day & Overnight Camps • Girl & Boy Scout Programs 

Educational Field Trips • Teambuilding Retreats • Family Reunions • And More!

Open all year long!

TEL 845-985-2291     EMAIL info@frostvalley.org     WEB frostvalley.org

WE CALL IT 
"BOATING”...

...BUT IT’S REALLY 
BONDING
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Peter and Marsha Comstock, Directors

Preschool to Eighth Grade
Full Academic Enrichment

& Outdoor Education Programs
Foreign Language, Art & Music

85 Acre Campus
25 minutes from Port Jervis & Monticello 

A Unique Montessori School

428 Hollow Road,
Glen Spey, NY 12737

(845)856.6359
www.homesteadschool.com
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Autumn foraging
By MOLLY MARQUAND

y mid-July summer is already in decline. If you really look, the signs 
are everywhere—goldenrod opening in the roadside brush, black-
berry canes slumping earthward, heavy with fruit. The nights are 
getting colder too, encouraging the transformation of starch into 
sugar and hastening the changing of the leaves. Seeing summer go 

is bittersweet at best: it’s so short in the Upper Delaware region. Fortunately, 
the hurried decrescendo that is fall is brimming with of its own delights, and 
for those of us that live to eat, it’s the absolute best time to get outside and do 
just that. 

  File photo
Acorns can be ground for flour, if they are leached first. Acorns of the white oak are the sweetest. 

After pollination in the earliest 
months of spring, oak trees are loaded 
with acorns come fall—that is, if it’s a 
mast year. Oaks produce acorns on a 
roughly two-year cycle, dousing the 
world in a hail of offspring one year, 
then next to nothing the following 
year. The trees do this to outpace 
predators like weevils who can’t pos-
sibly eat all the acorns dropped in 
a single mast. These years are the 
perfect time to fill your own basket 
and prepare to make acorn flour. 
The three most common species of 
oak growing in the Upper Delaware 
River Valley— red, white, and chest-
nut oak— are all good candidates for 
flour, though most wild-0food food-

ies agree the white oak’s acorns are 
the sweetest. Identify this tree by its 
round lobed leaves and pale, flaking 
bark—distinct from its cousin the 
red oak, whose dark grey trunk is 
deeply fissured. 

Whatever type of acorn you gather, 
all must be leached of tannins before 
being dried and ground (see e.g. 
https://www.thespruce.com/cold-
leaching-and-preserving-acorn-
flour-4007438). Too much of this 
bitter compound will give you a seri-
ous stomachache, or worse. The sweet 
and nutty flour made from acorns 
can be used in virtually any recipe, 
lending a full, earthy flavor to baked 
goods redolent of fall.

TRR photo by Anne Willard
Walnuts have a characteristic compound leaf with many leaflets, and carry clusters of globular 
fruit like this, the pit of which is the nut.

Another nut worth cracking this 
fall is the region’s native black walnut. 
Reviled by some for its rapid, weedy 
growth, this tree is a problem child 
worth tolerating if you want to eat 
well. The big green globes that start 
to drop come September aren’t easily 
recognizable as walnuts at first—you 
have to penetrate the rubbery rind 
and see the interior, wrinkly, brain-
shaped nut to believe it. 

The tree can be identified by its 
huge compound leaves that sport 
many leaflets on a single rachis, or 
leaf stem (think palm tree). Easily 
confused with the hickory, another 
compound-leafed, round-nut-pro-
ducing native, the walnut can be 
distinguished by crushing its leaves 
and sticking a fingernail into the 

rind of the nut: black walnuts have 
a strong resin smell, whereas hicko-
ries don’t; their fruits will also leave 
a yellowish-brown stain on your fin-
gers that will take a week or more to 
come out. Note, though, that harvest-
ing walnuts is an exercise in persis-
tence and patience. The stubborn 
green hull must come off the shell 
before the nuts can be left to dry (for 
weeks); getting into the hull is so dif-
ficult that one of the common meth-
ods for doing so is driving over them 
with a car. But come Christmas time 
it’ll all be worth it to see your cakes 
and cookies loaded with the rich and 
woody crunch of some seriously sus-
tainable (and 100% local) wild food.

Continued on page 14

Harvest time is not just for farms

B



14 •AUTUMN GUIDE TO THE UPPER DELAWARE 2017

FORAGING
Continued from page 13

File photo
Blackberries

After a long summer of sun and 
rain berries are ready for harvest, 
too. Blackberries abound on the 
roadsides—look for them in clear-
cut areas, on the edge of meadows, 
or around parking lots where you’re 

sure they haven’t been sprayed. 
Always wash fruit gathered close to 
human habitation (which is where 
blackberries are bound to grow) as a 
safety measure. 

Photo by Fungus Guy (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0), via Wikimedia Commons

The fruit of Viburnum cassinoides, aka wild raisin. 

At the far end of fall the wild raisin 
(Viburnum cassinoides) comes ripe. 
These clusters of dark fruits are irre-
sistible to birds, so scout out a patch 
of these shrubs well before it’s time 
to pick. The shrub prefers damp, 
swampy ground out in the open. 
Often it grows on the edges of ponds, 
marshes, or streams, reaching 15 feet 
in height when happiest. A member 
of the Viburnum family, the plant 
has the same white-petaled, umbel-
shaped flowers shared by other mem-

bers of the genus. If you don’t con-
sider yourself much of a plantsman, 
the summer bloom-time may the best 
time to identify it and stake out a 
stand. Otherwise, look for the plant’s 
highly glossy, ovate leaves for iden-
tification. Other shrubs common to 
swamps in our area don’t have quite 
the same high gloss and silky smooth, 
hairless feel to the leaves. The raisins 
when gathered can be used in baked 
goods, in trail mix or pureed and 
dried into fruit leather. 

Photo by Dcrjsr - Own work, CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=19004619 b
You can mark the location of wild raisin earlier in the season by spotting these showy flowers.

By Jomegat - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2792490
Medeola virginiana’s roots are delicious for snacking.

Fall is the perfect time to dive into 
the soil and dig some roots. Grown 
fat on long days drinking in nutri-
ents, the Indian cucumber (Medeola 
virginiana), is a native root good to 
snack on if snacking is all you need. 
A member of the lily family, this 
diminutive woodland herb puts out a 
single pale flower in summer and—if 
it doesn’t get eaten by deer—a single 
dark berry come fall. Recognize it by 
the whorl of leaves encompassing its 
slender, shin-high stem. Dig a couple 

of inches down into the soil and you’ll 
uncover what looks like a tiny daikon 
radish—white, translucent, crunchy 
and slightly sweet. 

Take care when harvesting Indian 
cucumbers, however. Digging roots 
must be done with respect to not only 
the plant, but the entire woodland 
population too. Fruits want to be 
eaten—it’s how plants broadcast their 
seed—but eat a root and the entire 
plant is toast, so don’t get greedy. 
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At
The

FORESTBURGHTAVERN.COM OR 845-794-1194 FOR INFO & TIX!
GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY! THIS SHOW SELLS OUT EVERY YEAR!

AND YOU ASKED FOR IT! . . .

At The Forestburgh TavernAt The Forestburggghhhhhhhh Tavern
OCTOBER 20-21 AND 27-28

2 WEEKENDS
  4 SHOWS!
THE ROCKY HORROR
PICTURE SHOW LIVE!

THE 2017
FALL SERIES!

R T!!

September 16

SLAM
ALLEN
September 30

BOURBON, BREWS & BBQ FEATURING

SOMERVILLE

October 7

WIGSTICKS
October 14

PATTI GRECO 
SUNSHINE

At
TThhee

File photo
Burdock has a delicious root. Flowering ones like this are easily recognizable—but don’t dig them 
up; instead, look for younger ones, without flowers, growing nearby.

If gluttony is something you just 
can’t reel in and you need to dig up 
a big bowl full of something special, 
keep your eyes peeled for burdock. 
The young roots of this non-native 
weed species are best, so eschew 
those whoppers with the big seed 
heads that get enmeshed in the 
family dog’s hair. Burdock can be 
found almost anywhere mankind has 
had an appreciable impact—look for 
it on roadsides, old meadows and the 

fringes of woods. It’s easiest to iden-
tify once it starts flowering: its sticky, 
spiky flowers are bright purple and 
abundant. If you find a flowering 
burdock, look a little further for a 
younger, neighboring plant with-
out flowers. Its leaves should be gray 
underneath and still soft. Dig down 
several inches until you reach the tail 
end of its root to harvest the whole 
thing. Wash it, dice it, and add it to a 
summer stir fry.

Before you grab your basket and trowel, take a moment to remember the 
golden rule of foraging: Never take more than 10% of what’s on offer (although 
for ramps and other vulnerable plants, this figure is more like 1%). Wildlife 
depend on this food to make it through the winter, while we have other options. 
Furthermore, the plant itself needs to reproduce and if we overharvest, we 
drastically reduce its chances of passing on its genes to the next generation. 
Foraging is not just about filling the belly and the basket—you must dig even 
deeper and cultivate a relationship to the wild, too. 
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Hauntings of the Upper Delaware
utumn ushers in cold, crisp air, misty morn-
ings, harvest celebrations, hay rides—and 
Halloween. Like most rural areas where 

history has been well preserved in buildings and 
landscapes, the Upper Delaware region has its fair 
share of tales of ghoulies and ghosties and long-leg-

gedy beasties, perfect for the Halloween season. Here 
are a few that we gleaned, mostly from local histori-
ans, to titillate your sense of the supernatural.

TRR photo by Anne Willard
Nobody’s Cemetery, aka St. Lucy’s Cemetery, was the site of one of Cochecton storyteller Tom Scott’s spooky tales.

Continued on page 18
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The eerie tales of Tom Scott
By Peggy Richardson

Tom Scott, 1878–1953, was a multi-talented fellow best known as the Cochecton 
Center blacksmith. He was also known for his storytelling. The following excerpt is 
found in “The Cochecton Papers,” “Last of the Old-Time Blacksmiths,” reprinted 
with the kind permission of Friar Magazine, September 1971. 

When little blonde Anna (his 
daughter, about 10 years old), got big 
enough to walk the half mile from 
the house to the forge by herself, 
she liked to watch Tom at work. If 
nobody else was around, he would 
tell her ghost stories. 

“In the cemetery at Cochecton 
Center,” he related, “Nellie 
Maroney’s father and I used to watch 
lights dancing on the graves at night. 
They’d bounce through the air like 
toe dancers and go into an abandoned 
house. Then they’d come back and 
disappear. They never hurt anybody 
and didn’t seem to mind us watching. 
But horses would never go past that 
spot at night; they’d stop dead still 
and wouldn’t budge a step further. 
You’d have to turn them and go back 
where you came from.”

He continued:
“Up on the hill here, in Nobody’s 

Cemetery [aka St. Lucy’s Cemetery, 
on what is now Route 97], where 
your little brother is waiting, there 
lived a couple named Haddock. They 
were really mean and always chased kids away. After they died, someone said, 
‘Let’s see what their house is like inside.’ So we climbed the hill, got on their 
porch, opened the front door, and started to go in. Old man Haddock’s voice 
screamed at us, ‘Get outta here!’ Then a hatchet, a real hatchet, came sailing 
through the air and out the door—it just missed us. Only trouble was, old man 
Haddock was dead and buried.” 

Tom reassured Anna just before his death that all of the stories he told her 
were true.

[Peggy Richardson is a member of the Cochecton Preservation Society, which meets the first 
Tuesday of the month March through October, 7 p.m. at the Erie Depot, 8537 Rte. 97, 
Cochecton, NY. Cochectonpreservationsociety.com.]

Contributed photo
Storyteller Tom Scott insisted to his daughter 
Anna before his death that the stories he 
told her—including the ghost stories—were 
all true.

A haunting in The Columns
By Lori Strelecki

The Columns Museum in Milford, PA is 
housed in a 1904 Neo-Classical mansion. 
As with all old houses, ghost stories are 
part of its mystique. 

During my 17-plus years as the muse-
um’s director, I have heard my fair share 
of ghostly tales from visitors. And though 
I have never experienced anything strange 
personally, I find it interesting that I have 
heard a similar story from seven people 
over the course of time: a story of a pres-
ence in a certain room and hallway on the 
second floor. The sound of the rustling of 
taffeta; the feeling of being watched. 

The room in question is filled with 
items, books and clothing which tell the 
story of one Charles Saunders Peirce and 
his wife, Juliette. Peirce was a philosopher 
and mathematician, genius, his dedicated 
wife a mystery. Was she a gypsy? Of roy-
alty? No one knows for sure. 

Known by the locals in her time as 
Madame Peirce, she was a devotee to 
Charles in even the hardest times. Though brilliant in his research and writings, he 
would disappear for days at a time and self-medicate with laudanum and cocaine 
in search of relief from his painful affliction of facial neuralgia. He was oftentimes 
distressed and depressed and fell short of many commitments to scholarly projects. 
He left “Madame” in dire straits when he died. 

She slowly closed off rooms in their home to conserve heat and lived a frugal life, 
never forgetting “Papa,” dressing in mourning attire for the rest of her days without 
him. She kept his ashes in an urn on her mantle. When Madame died, the Pinchot 
family of Milford paid for her burial, and “Papa’s” ashes were placed in her arms in 
her coffin. 

Years later, the Pike County Historical Society came into the possession of some of 
Peirce’s writings, letters and various items from their home. Included in these items 
were Madame’s dresses, most of them black. The museum has a room dedicated to 
Charles and Juliette on the second floor of The Columns. 

Could Miss Juliette be the presence felt by many guests to the museum? She stays 
close to her things and paces our hallways, perhaps caught between her possessions 
and the afterlife. As museum visitors come and go, often asking if our old house 
is “haunted,” I can’t help but think it just might be—and I guess Madame, if she’s 
here, is OK with me hanging around keeping her story and that of her husband’s 
accomplishments alive and well.

[Lori Strelecki is the director of The Columns, 608 Broad St., Milford, PA, pikehistorical.
org.]

Contributed photo
Does Juliette Peirce haunt a room and 
hallway in the Pike County Historical Society’s 
museum, The Columns, in Milford, PA? Some 
visitors to the museum seem to think so.

Continued on page 21

HAUNTING
Continued from page 17
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Bar & Lounge with live music and 
entertainment on the weekends

Casual dining at Zac’s

PRESENT THIS COUPON FOR

10% OFF
Fine dining in a warm environment

Open for Breakfast, Lunch,
Dinner and Sunday Brunch Expires 12/31/2017

Open for breakfast daily from 7-11am

Tuesday - Saturday from  12 -3 for lunch

Sunday Brunch from 11am-3pm

Friday & Saturday 5pm to 9pm for dinner



20 •AUTUMN GUIDE TO THE UPPER DELAWARE 2017

Tap into the
great outdoors
& visit our brewery in Roscoe, NY 

BREWERY
CRAFT BEER
GREAT FOOD

MUSIC & MORE

&&

145 Rockland Road | Roscoe, NY 12776 | roscoebeercompany.com | 607. 290. 5002

R NNNYYYY

VOTED #1
craft brewery in NY!

Great Family Retreat Or B&B! 
This Wonderful Farmhouse 
With Large Addition Features A 
Big Living Room/Dining Room, 
Country Kitchen, Den With Gas 
Fireplace, Family Room, Office, 
Wood Floors, Some Carpet, 
10 Bedrooms, 8 Full Baths. Six 

Bedrooms Are En Suites. Relax 
On The Front Porch Or Fish In 
Your Own Pond! To Complete 
This Lovely Property There 
Is An In-ground Pool With A 
Stone Patio. Great Setting On 
15+ Acres, A Mixture Of Open 
Fields And Woods. With A Nice 
Fishing Pond And. Come Take 
A Look Today! Priced @ $375,000 MLS# 44567

Newer Farmhouse On 13.5+/- Mostly Wooded 
Acres! Lovely Home, Renovated In 2009. Features 
Oak Wood Flrs, Nice Kitchen, Breakfast Bar, Farm 
Sink, Laundry, Dinette, DR, Extra Large LR, Lots Of 
Windows, Large Master Suite, Walk In Closet & Big 
Master Bath, 2 More Bedrooms, Full Tiled Bath. A 
Walk Out Basement With Semi Finished Space & 
Stone FP. A Great Property On A Quiet Country 
Lane. Get Away From The Hustle & Bustle. Great 
Hunting! Come See This Property Today! Listed @ 
$329,000 MLS#46884

Quiet And Peaceful Country Farmhouse!  Privately Set, 
Original Post & Beam Construction Home Has Been 
Lovingly Renovated! Featuring An Updated Kitchen, 
Stainless Appliances, Dining Room, Pantry, Living 
Room, 2 Full Baths, Four Bedrooms (1 With A Murphy 
Bed) Wide Plank Flooring, Two Wood Stoves. Plus A 
Charming Two Story Barn With Artist’s Studio, Wood 
Stove For Heating. Set On 9.88+/- Mostly Open, Rolling 
Fields, Some Mature Trees And Stone Walls.  Country 
Living @ $325,000 MLS 46296

Gem In Beach Lake, PA On 4 Acres! This Well-
Maintained Ranch Is Great & Comes With Lots Of 
Superb Outdoor Space, Including A Fenced Area 
That Is Perfect For Horses. Featuring Hardwood Flrs, 
A Comfortable LR, EIK, 3 Bedrooms, & Relaxing 
Sunroom. Many Upgrades: New Water Pump, Roof, 
Seam-Less Gutters, Sump Pump & Garage Doors. 
Enjoy The Nearby Delaware River & All That 
Narrowsburg, NY& Honesdale, PA Have To Offer. 
Priced @ $165,900 MLS #46613

Lovingly Maintained Mid Century 
Ranch! Paved Driveway Leads 
To This Charming Home With A 
Large, Bright & Sunny LR, Open 
Dining/Kitchen, Three Bedrooms, 
1.5 Baths, A Fantastic Family Rm, 
Hardwood Floors, Full Basement. 
An Added Bonus Is A Passive 
Solar Room W/ Vaulted Ceilings 
& A Sunroom W/ Country Views. 
Set On 0.76+/- Acres W/ An In-
ground Pool, Pool House, Shed & 1 
Car Garage. Nice Setting!  Priced 
@ $154,900 MLS#47252

Country Ranch Set On 5+ Acres! This 
Ranch Features A Big FP In The LR, 
DR, EIK, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths, 
Mostly Finished Basement. The Big 
Yard Just Beckons You To Enjoy The 
Outdoors. Set On A Quiet Country 
Road, Needs Some TLC, Being Sold 
In “As-Is” Condition. Just Minutes To 
The Delaware River Or Take A Short 
Ride To The Renowned Bethel Woods 
Center For The Arts. Near The Quaint 
Hamlet Of Narrowsburg, A Diamond In 
The Rough. Priced To Sell @ $120,000 
MLS# 47001

Nice Village Farmhouse With 
Lake Views! Come Home To 
This 2 Story Home, Features A 
Large EIC Kitchen, Big LR, Brick 
FP, Den/Office, 3 Bedrooms, 
Full Bath W/ Laundry, & A 
Half Bath On First Floor. Some 
Plank Flooring Under Carpets. 
Newer Roof, Furnace, Hot Water 
Heater & Windows! Corner 
Property, Overlooks Little Lake 
Erie. Walk To Shopping. This 
Won’t Last Long @ $82,400 
MLS# 47077
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HAUNTING
Continued from page 18

Does Joseph Skinner haunt the Upper Delaware?
By John Conway

The Upper Delaware was a 
hostile and uncivilized place in 
the early 1750s, but farmland in 
eastern Connecticut was becom-
ing scarce, and some residents 
formed companies to purchase 
lands here. One of these groups, 
called the Delaware Company, 
purchased a tract of land along 
the Delaware River. By 1757, 
this group had formed a settle-
ment known as Cushetunk, and 
was soliciting additional set-
tlers through a prospectus that 
claimed they had established 
three separate communities, each 
extending 10 miles along the 
Delaware River and eight miles on either side. They 
consisted of 30 cabins, three log houses, a grist mill 
and a sawmill. 

But all was not well along the frontier.
The ownership of the land had been in dispute for 

more than a century. Both Connecticut and Pennsyl-
vania had been granted charters to the land by King 
Charles II, and the lands on the east bank of the Dela-
ware were claimed by both New York and New Jersey. 
To further complicate matters, the Lenape tribe and 
the Seneca also claimed ownership. These conflicting 
interests led to considerable uneasiness.

Joseph Skinner was the leader of the Delaware Com-
pany, and when the Company’s deed to the lands was 
called into question, Skinner was tasked with resolv-
ing the controversy. A meeting was arranged with the 
Lenape chieftain Teedyuscong, in an attempt to reach 
an agreement that would enable the settlers to live in 
peace and the Lenape to feel justly compensated. If 
the meeting were successful, Skinner would then meet 
with Seneca leaders as well to try to reach a similar 
accord.

But Joseph Skinner never made it to the meeting.
In fact, he had not been seen nor heard from for 

nearly two years when his body washed up on an island 
in the river in January, 1759. Skinner had been shot, 
though to this day no one knows why or by whom. 

Was it some trapper bent on robbing Skinner, per-
haps suspecting he was carrying money to assuage 
Teedyuscong’s anger? Was it one of Teedyuscong’s 
men, springing a trap set by the venerable chief himself 
in order to scare off the settlers? Was it the Seneca, 
sending a message to the residents of Cushetunk that 
the frontier was not the place for them? It remains 
unclear.

Some believe that when a person is killed and the 
perpetrator is never punished, the spirit of that person 
is doomed to roam the earth until justice is carried out. 
Such was the case with Skinner, whose haunting pres-
ence has been reported from time to time throughout 
the Delaware River Valley, even to this day, more than 
250 years after his death.

[John Conway is the Sullivan County Historian and co-
founder, with Debra Conway, of the modern-day Delaware Com-
pany, whose mission is to promote and support the history and 
the historic landmarks of the Upper Delaware River Valley 
through outreach, fundraising and especially, through education. 
https://www.facebook.com/TheDelCo/.]

Contributed graphic
The settlement of Cushetunk may have looked something like this.

COMPANY PLAYHOUSE

FABU
LOUS LOCAL THEATRE

570-226 -9752
OUR 45TH YEAR

2017 Season

Tickets: Adults-$15     Seniors (65+) and Students (any age) –$10
*exceptions for Ritz Bitz Productions and special events

Box O   ce Number 570-226-9752 
For Reservations: www.RitzPlayhouse.com

PULL THE 
OTHER ONE

Comedy by Norman Robbins
August  25, 26, 27, Sept. 1, 2, Curtain at 8:00 PM

** Sunday Sept 3rd  MATINEE ONLY  -  Curtain 2:30 PM**

FREE COMMUNITY 
CHRISTMAS PLAY 

Sat Dec 9th and 
Sun Dec 10th
Come and 
see Santa

CARINI
Pizzeria & Restaurant

Pizza • Pasta • Subs • Salads
112 Kirk Road, Peck’s Plaza, Narrowsburg, NY

845-252-3338
OPEN 7 DAYS

DELAWARE VALLEY OIL
Family owned and operated

FUEL OIL • KEROSENE • DIESEL
BURNER SERVICE AVAILABLE
24-HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

COD • HEAP • CREDIT CARDS • SENIOR DISCOUNT

PO Box 838, Callicoon, NY 12723
570-224-4141

845-887-6090 • 877-887-6090
dvoil.com

Office in Equinunk, PA • Free Tank Inspections for our Customers

Continued on page 21
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HAUNTING
Continued from page 21

Jesse G’s Nursery
LANDSCAPE & OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES

JesseGsNursery.com • 914.443.5802
CONTEMPORARY & RUSTIC CHARM DESIGNS

bluestone work • patios & terraces 
privacy screens • out-buildings • water gardens & ponds

Copyrighted photo by Bee Robinson
Fantinekill Cemetery

An encounter at Fantinekill Cemetery 
By Barb “Shadow” O’Rourke

One afternoon, shortly after the Sul-
livan County Paranormal Society had 
formed, but prior to our first official 
investigation, a few of us found our-
selves wandering the beautiful Fan-
tinekill Cemetery in Ellenville, NY. We 
love the history and peaceful nature of 
cemeteries. As we walked along, Bee 
Robinson, a co-founder of the paranor-
mal society along with me, was taking 
a short video on her phone to post on 
social media later. We had all been 
snapping pictures and chatting.

Later that day, after we had all gone 
home, I got a frantic text from Bee. She 
had something—a voice—in the back-
ground of her video. She sent me a clip 
to listen to and I, in turn, forwarded 
it to a friend who had more experience 
in electronic voice phenomena (EVPs) 
than I had at the time. (EVPs are sounds 
that are not heard by people present at 
a given time, but can be heard later on 

recording devices). It was hard to hear 
but definitely there. My friend, Tressa, 
contacted me immediately. 

“Do you know what you have?!” she 
asked, extremely excited. She reduced 
the noise level in the recording, taking 
out the sound of the wind blowing that 
day.

It seems, as we were walking along, 
taking pictures and video, a gravelly 
man’s voice had said to us, “Sightsee-
ing, are we?” There were no men with 
us and no other visitors to the cemetery 
while we were there. We have returned 
to visit this wonderful place a number 
of times since as it is a favorite spot for 
us. Did a spirit find it amusing that we 
would be taking pictures there? We 
think so! 

[Barb O’Rourke is co-founder, with Bee 
Robinson, of the Sullivan County Paranormal 
Society, sullivanparanormal.wixsite.com/sul-
livanparanormalsociety.]

Continued on page 24



A  RIVER REPORTER 2017 MAGAZINE • 23

All This 
And More 

In One 
Unique 
Store!

369 Broadway,
Monticello, NY

845.794.4333 ext 223
Store Hours:

Mon - Fri.
8:30am - 4pm 

Sat. 8:30am - 12noon

    • original art • sports memorabilia • rugs     • print • photo collages • cross stitch    • posters • object boxes • family heirloons     • 
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Burn Brae Mansion is one of seven so-called “MacK-
enzie mansions” located in the hamlet of Glen Spey, 
NY, built by the children of 19th-century Singer 
Sewing Machine tycoon George Ross MacKenzie. This 
one, built by Margaret Elkin, nee MacKenzie, is now 
one of only three remaining. Margaret outlived several 
of her children, including her daughter Elsey, named 
for her grandmother, who died at nine; her namesake 
Margaret; Charles Jr. who died at 34; and grandbaby 
Levi, who died upon birth. Remember this name when 
you read the transcript below.

Burn Brae has had five owners since the Elkins, and 
for many years has been run as a hotel. The current 
owners, Mike and Pat Fraysse, say that not only during 
their tenure but during that of the previous owners—a 
period of nearly five decades—both guests and owners 
have reported unexplained occurrences, such as doors 
opening and slamming, children’s voices, balls bounc-
ing; and the apparitions of a woman in white, a man 
in turn-of-the-century clothing, and a more modern 
man in overalls. Visitors also often report the sounds 
of animals when no animals are present and the sound 
of an organ playing when there is no longer an organ 
in the house.

As a result of these reports, a number of paranormal 
investigators have visited the mansion over the years 
and documented their findings, including the below 
edited transcript by investigator Denise J.

HAUNTING
Continued from page 22

Photo by  Steve Shoemaker
This is one of the rooms of the Burn Brae mansion in which paranormal investigator Denise J. reported that she heard a distant 
female voice grieving.

The haunted halls of Burn Brae

10:48 p.m. During my electronic voice phenomena (EVP) attempt I asked if there was anything that they would like us to know. I started receiving pressure in the front of my 
head and at the same time Sharon started to receive cold chills.
10:49 p.m. Randy claims he hears a voice, but it is not clear enough to discern what it is saying.
10:51 p.m. I started to feel pressure all over my body again.
10:52 p.m. I kept feeling compelled to ask “Is your baby OK?” and if something had happened to her child. I also wanted to keep looking for something, but I wasn’t sure 
exactly what it was I was looking for, so I asked if there was something in particular she wanted me to fi nd.
10:53 p.m. I heard a distant female voice saying ‘No, no, no’ in a grieving manner. It was almost like she was wailing. Randy had also heard the same voice.
10:54 p.m. I then asked if the baby’s name was ‘Levi,’ at which time I got the chills and goose bumps. Sharon also claimed that the temperature felt as though it had dropped 
and it had gotten considerably cooler. I also got the impression that the baby had passed in the home and that the mother is still in the mansion grieving the loss of her son.
10:55 p.m. I then heard the same female voice crying out and sobbing. Randy also heard this. So I asked if there is something here that she wanted us to fi nd that reminded 
her of her baby. Immediately after that question Sharon, Randy and I heard the female voice let out a wail that sounded very distraught and grieved. We questioned everyone 
later if anyone had heard anything like we heard and no one heard a thing.

[Burn Brae Mansion is located at 573 High Rd., Glen Spey, NY, and is open to overnight  guests as well as paranormal researchers. It also holds events open to the public: the next one is a concert 
event titled “Rock the Mansion,” featuring Randy Jackson, with a barbeque, craft beer and vendors, from 7 to 10 p.m. on September 16. Visit www.burnbraemansion.com.]
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LOOK FOR US AT THE FOLLOWING:
Callicoon & Bethel Farmers’ Markets

Available 
for Sale:

845-887-4817

Corner 17B & Pine Grove Rd., White Lake, NY
(3 miles from Bethel Woods. Across from Citgo Station)

OPEN SAT - SUN & HOLIDAYS THRU NOVEMBER

Visit BarryvilleNY.com or Call 845-468-4247

Sat., OCTOBER • 10AM-5PM

NEXT TO THE DELAWARE RIVER!

3351 Route 97 • Barryville, NY
Behind The Carriage House

Amazing Views. Great Music. Family Fun.

Greater Barryville Chamber of Commerce
PRESENTS

Live Music+Family Fun

PLATINUM SPONSOR: River Reporter

Contests
+

Bake-Off
Visit website for Rules!

VENDORS WANTED
Arts • Crafts • Food

teve's Music Center

248 Rock Hill Dr. • Rock Hill, NY 

845-796-3616
www.stevesmusiccenter.com

Steve Schwartz, owner

“Stop Wishing, 
Start Playing”

We buy & 
sell musical 

equipment of
all types.

Your Source 
for Guitar 

Effects & School 
Instrument 

Rentals

GUITAR • KEYBOARD • DRUMS

Narrowsburg Inn
Steak and Chop House
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SERVICE:  BRIGGS & STRATTON • TECUMSEH • KOHLER
SELLER:  COUNTRY CLIPPER • POWER KING • SHINDAIWA TORO/WHEEL HORSE • JIFFY • DOLMAR

748 RIDGE STREET • HONESDALE  PA   18431 • 570-253-6430

OSBORNE’S LAWN AND GARDEN
SALES AND SERVICE

HRS:     MON THRU FRI  8AM TO 5PM         SAT 8AM TO  2PM

www.tiffanyanncorp.com  

Homes for Sale Land for Sale
Rental Homes Vacation Homes

“ALL UNDER ONE ROOF”

845. 887. 6100

RV parking

845.807.8718 
HANKINS, NY hvrvpark.com

30 & 50 AMPS w/ Full Hook Up
Dump Station

Additional Tow Parking
Peaceful Country Setting

ValleyHidden

STYLISH HOME
FURNISHINGS AND 

ACCESSORIES 

9 0  M a i n  S t r e e t
N a r r o w s b u r g ,  N Y  1 2 7 6 4

( 8 4 5 ) 2 5 2 - 3 9 0 2•  S t y l e
•  F u n c t i o n
•  H a r m o n y r a s m u s s e n f u r n i s h i n g s . c o m

UPPER DELAWARE FURNITURE 
RASMUSSEN’S 

Tuesday - Saturday 10-5 
Open Sundays 12 - 4

YOUNGSVILLE, NY •845-482-4646
www.ClearRitePools.com

“Waterfront Property in Your Own Backyard ”
CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL INGROUND 
POOLS

VINYL LINER SPECIALISTS

OPENINGS, CLOSINGS & 
MAINTENANCE

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS

PUMPS, FILTERS & HEATERS

SPA & HOT TUB REPAIRS
(ALL MAKES & MODELS)

Clear-Rite 
Pools & Spas

Inc. 
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By IAN PUGH

Th e Big Eddy Film Festival
The Big Eddy Film Festival is returning to the 

Tusten Theatre in Narrowsburg for its sixth year 
on September 15 through 17, and while it is well 
on the way to establishing itself on the festival cir-
cuit, the event, directed by Delaware Valley Arts 
Alliance communications director Tina Spangler, 
has made a conscious effort to stand out from the 
crowd.

“We’re unlike traditional film festivals that have 
an open call for submissions,” says Spangler. “We’re 
a very small festival, just 36 hours long, one week-
end a year—so we go out and curate the films, we 
look for films that are showing at other festivals, 
or filmmakers that we know, and hand-pick the 
films that are going to show in the festival. There 
are exceptions to that: sometimes a filmmaker who 
has a local connection might reach out to us and 
say, ‘By the way, I shot a film up here, or there’s 
an actor who lives here who’s in my film,’ or some-
thing. People always like to see a film that has a 
local tie-in.”

However, the festival has aspirations that extend 
beyond the area. “Right from the beginning, we 
said we’re not going to be a ‘local’ film festival,” 
Spangler continues. “The criterion is just inter-
esting stories that are well told. This is an arts 
organization—we do fine art, we do theatre, we 
do music—when we decided to do film, we said 
‘Okay, what is it that makes a film of high quality, 

Autumn fi lm festivals

and makes it a work of art?’ And we thought it was 
really about storytelling. So we’re looking for films 
that advance the traditional art of storytelling.”

Films included as part of this year’s festival will 
include “So B. It” (screens Saturday, September 16 
at 6:30 p.m.), a coming-of-age drama shot in Lib-
erty, starring Alfre Woodward, John Heard and 
Cloris Leachman. Sarah Weeks, the author of the 
book that became the film’s source material, will be 
available for a Q&A after the screening. “So B. It” 
will be presented as part of a local “double header,” 
along with “Halfway to Zen” (Saturday, September 
16 at 9 p.m.), a dark comedy whose directors live in 
Sullivan County and will be present at the screen-
ing for their own Q&A. Other films scheduled 
include “The Untold Tales of Armistead Maupin” 
(Saturday, September 16 at 1 p.m.), a documentary 
about the beloved novelist and gay rights activ-
ist, and Ellen Goldfarb’s “Dare to Be Different” 
(Sunday, September 17 at 6 p.m.), about the Long 
Island-based radio station WLIR 92.7 and its role 
in the rise of punk and new wave.

Along with its stated schedule of contemporary 
films—all made within the last two years—the 
festival also holds a “retrospective” screening of a 
classic film every year. Previous years have hosted 
“Night of the Hunter” (1955) and “Paper Moon” 
(1973), but Spangler mentions “taking it in a little 
different direction” with a screening the 1996 
Disney version of “The Hunchback of Notre Dame” 
(Sunday, September 17 at 2 p.m.): “The director of 
that film [Kirk Wise] lives here in Narrowsburg 
now, and his partner is a singer and an actress 
[Heidi Mollenhauer]. She was the singing voice of 
Esmeralda... So they actually came to us, and said, 
‘We’d like to be involved with the film festival.’ 
They said that that’s one of their favorite films—
he’s directed several Disney films, but this was one 
of his favorites, he thinks it’s a bit underrated—and 
that the topics of acceptance and tolerating differ-
ences is relevant, now more than ever.” The two will 
do a talkback with the audience afterwards.

But in spite of the wider scope, it all comes back 
to the local flavor: “Over these six years, I think 
there [are] more films that are being shot in the 
area. People are hearing about us more, so they’re 
coming to us with their projects... It’s fun to be able 
to see our own area up on the screen. People we 
know and locations we know.”

Tickets for each film shown at the Big Eddy Film 
Festival cost $10 individually, with All-Access Fes-
tival Passes available for $100. For a full schedule 
and information about other events, visit the Big 
Eddy Film Festival website at bigeddyfilmfest.com.

Continued on page 28

Contributed photos
Actress Alfre Woodward is seen on a set with “So B. It” director 
Stephen Gyllenhaal

A production still from the making of the film “Halfway to Zen” 
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Black Bear Film Festival
The 18th annual Black Bear Film 

Festival will be coming to Milford, 
PA on Friday, October 20 through 
Sunday, October 22. The festivities 
begin with a black-tie-optional gala 
at the Hotel Fauchère, which played 
host to many luminaries of the 
film industry—which is the gala’s 
theme, “Old Hollywood,” paying 
tribute to the movie icons of yester-
year. The festival and its gala also 
serve as a convenient complement 
to the Pike County Historical Soci-
ety’s Columns Museum, which fea-
tures this year a silent film history 
exhibit that includes displays about 
the motion picture luminaries who 
visited Milford—like D. W. Griffith 
and Mary Pickford, whose 1912 
film “The Informer” was filmed in 
the town in 1912.

Guests of the festival will include Tab 
Hunter, whose life as a matinee idol and 
closeted gay man was surveyed in the 
documentary “Tab Hunter Confiden-
tial”; Carleton Carpenter, star of the film 
“Two Weeks in Love,” which also fea-
tured Debbie Reynolds; Larry Kramer, 
an LGBT activist whose play “The 
Normal Heart” was adapted into a film 
starring Mark Ruffalo; and John Doman 
and Tom Fontana, respectively the star 
and creator of the European television 
series “Borgia.” After screening their 
works, many of these guests will be on 
hand for a Q&A.

Other events will include a pre-
sentation of “The Living Treasures 

FESTIVAL
Continued from page 27

of the Yucatan” by local resident 
Bill Rosado, the world premiere of 
Lionsgate’s “Who’s Jenna…?,” star-
ring Vincent Pastore of “The Sopra-
nos” fame, and a special screening 
of “Bloodrunners,” a vampire movie 
starring Ice-T.

Ond of the fun and special things 
about this film festival is the events 
held in the summer leading up to it. 
This year, they included a fundraiser 
barbeque and a community picnic at 
which the “Artful Bears” were intro-
duced, a popular tradition in which 
local artists are invited to paint and 
decorate bear statues. They are dis-
played at venues throughout Mil-
ford—typically at businesses that 
sponsor them—until they are auc-
tioned on the last day of the festival; 
auction proceeds make a major con-
tribution toward funding the event. 

For tickets to the films and the gala, 
more information and a schedule of 
events, visit the Black Bear Film Fes-
tival’s website www.blackbearfilm.
com or call 570/409-0909.

contributed photos
Artist Anne Marie Nitti works on her Artful Bear, “Spirit of the West,” sponsored by the Milford 
Diner.

Film icon Tab Hunter will be among the 
guests at the Black Bear Film Festival’s tribute 
to Old Hollywood.

VISIT OUR TWO 
LOCATIONS

thevelvetmaple.com

The Honesdale Loft
Premium vacation rental in the heart 

of Honesdale, PA

www.airbnb.com/rooms/18915181

Call Christine:
631-742-1721 or 

email: kroozin@hotmail.com
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Watson Brothers, Inc.
570-226-2881

Open 7 days a week
8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. – Monday - Saturday

Sundays 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Check out our Red Max 
end of summer prices

Blowers • Chain Saws • Trimmers

Jennie L Waligroski Real Estate
Licensed Real Estate Broker

e-Pro, GRI, SFR, SRES

Cell: 
845-588-5306

E-Mail: 
jennie.realestatebroker@gmail.com

73 Woods Road, Barryville, NY 12719
Licensed in NY and PA

NY# 10351212579
PA# SBR002696

Listings 
Needed!

JJ International Delicatessen 
Your One Stop Shop for the Best Selection of 
European-style Meats, Kielbasas & Sausages! 
European Cheeses, Groceries, Sweets, Teas &  

Breads As Well! 
http://www.jjdelicatessen.com 
174 Pike Street, Port Jervis 

(845)858-1142 
Ask About Free Delivery to Your Home! 

 

6696 Route 52, Lake Huntington | Open 7 Days A Week | 845-252-5131

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Closed Tuesday-Thursday

starting in September

LAKEVIEW
$2.00 - 20 lb. washer

Dryers - $.25 for 10 minutes

Sun., Sept. 17 - 5 p.m.  $20/$25
A sumptuous musical feast
THE LEVINS co-bill with

SCOTT WOLFSON &  
OTHER HEROES

 Sun., Oct. 8 - 5 p.m.  $20/$25
Strong Songwriters, harmonies, great voices 

GATHERING TIME co-bill with

MARA LEVINE

“One of the greatest voices in Canada” 
SUZIE VINNICK co-bill with 
the uplifting, encouraging and  
empowering music of
THE KENNEDYS

Sun., 
Nov. 5 
5  p.m.  
$20/$25

(MAY 
CHANGE 

TO NOV. 3)

at
1030 Main St., Honesdale, PA

Sun., Dec. 3
5  p.m.  
$20/$25

a fabulous, 
wide-ranging 
voice with an 

individual 
style

JANN 
KLOSE

For more info and updates: 
info & artist links - riverfolkconcerts.com 

Reservations 845-252-6783
riverfolkconcerts@frontier.com
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Autumn street festivals
September 9

TRR photos by Jonathan Charles Fox

Jeff  Jamboree
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Main Street and Callicoon Creek, 
Jeff ersonville, NY

The Village of Jeffersonville gives 
the kick-off to the post-Labor Day 
street festivals with its Jeff Jamboree, 
originally dubbed Jeff Fest, in mid 
September. Like most street festivals it 
includes vendors and live entertainment, but it features two special events that 
set it apart from the rest: the Jeffersonville Enhances More of Sullivan (JEMS) 
duck race, which has been part of the event since 2007, and a tractor parade, 
introduced in 2011. This year there will also be laser tag in the Backyard Park 
for kids, teens and the young at heart at $5 per 15 minutes, as well as other 
games at the same venue.

For the duck race, the public is invited to purchase little rubber duckies—the 
more you buy, the better your chance of winning—for the sum of one duck for 
$5, three for $10, five for $15, eight for $20 and 12 for $25. You can purchase 
them at The Red Door Consignment Shoppe, The Jefferson Pharmacy, ‘Spe-
cially U Salon or The Secret Garden or by calling Cat Scott at 845/701-1020. 
On the day of the festival, the ducks are set loose in Callicoon Creek, where they 
bob their way to the finish line helped out by volunteer duck herders. There are 
awards for first, second and third place as well as a “pokey duck” prize for last 
place. All proceeds from the duck race go toward the beautification of Jeffer-
sonville.

The Jeff Jamboree tractor parade provides a perfect second bookend to the 
Callicoon Tractor Parade, which always takes place just as summer is getting 
started. Like its early-summer sibling, it attracts a crowd of enthusiastic par-
ticipants as well as viewers, and helps make it a great day out with the family.

September 16 

By digital cat from München, Bavaria - Historisches Oktoberfest 2010, CC BY 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.
php?curid=31303591

German folk dancers are one of the attractions of the Von Steuben Day Germanfest.

Von Steuben Day Germanfest
12 noon to 6 p.m.
Firemen’s Field, Yulan, NY
 yulanfi redept.webs.com

Whether you yourself are of German heritage, or are an aficionado of German 
food and culture, or just enjoy a day out on a field in the sunshine with a conge-
nial crowd, good food, lots of beer and happy kids, the Yulan Fire Department’s 
Von Steuben Day Germanfest is for you. 

The festival is modeled after New York City’s annual Steuben Parade and 
accompanying Oktoberfest in Central Park, which has been taking place since 
1958. Both honor Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben, a Prussian officer (later 
made a U.S. citizen) who served in the Continental Army during the American 
Revolution as  major general and inspector general.

Von Steuben was apparently known for teaching the American army about 
order and discipline, but that’s scarcely the theme of this light-hearted festi-
val. Now in its 27th year, the Yulan version includes plenty of activities for the 
kids, German folk dancers, live music and the occasional festival-goer clad in 
German traditional garb. But the star might be the food—word is that it’s fab-
ulous; the sauerbraten 
in particular comes 
highly recommended. 
And proceeds ben-
efit the Yulan Fire 
Department, so it’s all 
in a good cause.

Continued on page 33

Serving Lunch & Dinner
Open 7 days a week

11am to late

Ice Cream: 28 Flavors Hard
Soft Serve
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JOHN H. ESCHENBERG INC.JOHN H. ESCHENBERG INC.

SAWS, TRIMMERS, HANDHELD AND BACKPACK BLOWERS,  
STONESAWS, LITHIUM BATTERY POWERED EQUIPMENT AND ALL THE 
PROTECTIVE APPAREL AND ACCESSORIES TO GET THE JOB DONE

845
887-5350
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Orange County
Golf Carts Inc.

  Phone: 845-856-4440              Cell: 914-474-1900
www.orangecountygolfcarts.com

Financing & All Major Credit Cards Accepted

5 Cortright Rd Port Jervis, N.Y. 12771 authorized
dealer

Introducing the Onward™ from Club Car®,
a personal transportation vehicle that will change the way you travel within 
your community. Designed for ease and convenience, it has a way of 
bringing families together for laid-back fun.

It also has a way of making an impression. Onward is the only vehicle of 
its kind with an unmatched collection of custom integrated accessories, 
so you can personalize nearly every detail to fit your lifestyle. The 
result? You’ll probably never see another one just like yours. You 
can feel good about riding in an Onward too, because it’s built to 
meet or exceed the strictest safety standards—which means that 
details like front LED headlights with a focused field of view, highly 
conspicuous turn signals, and fail-proof armrests come standard.

This is the future of personal transportation. And it starts now.
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September 23
Honey Bee Fest 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Main Street, Bridge Street and The Union on Erie Ave., Narrowsburg, NY

www.NarrowsburgHoneybeeFest.com

The Narrowsburg Honeybee Festival is an opportunity to celebrate the tire-
less honeybee—especially important nowadays when the survival of this impor-
tant pollinator is threatened. There are literally hundreds of beekeepers of all 
sizes in the Upper Delaware Region, and many of them join in to create a full 
day of events and activities to educate and entertain attendees.

Vendors will line the streets with a variety of bee-related products through-
out the day, and you are invited to come dressed up as bees to add to the festive 
spirit. In addition, there will be a series of special events including a parade 
down Main Street (which will be closed off for the event), a beehive health semi-
nar led by Dr. Scott McArt of Cornell University and a demo by Susie Forzano 
Norton and Rich Norton of Cackle Town Honey, who return again this year 
to show you the fascinating and delicious method of extracting honey from the 
comb. More events are being added; check out the website above for updates.

FESTIVALS
Continued from page 33

TRR photos by Jonathan Charles Fox

Continued on page 35
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www.RiverReporter.com
845-252-7414 • PO Box 150 • Narrowsburg, NY 12764

$17 for  20 weeks!*

*New subscribers only. Offer expires 12/31/17

Or $42 for a year in print and online; $35 per year online only

Get the best of The Upper Delaware
(and beyond) each week!

The Upper Delaware is a special place. 
The River Reporter is a special newspaper.

Name___________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City/State/Zip_________________________________________

Phone #_____________________    Email ___________________

 Check or money order enclosed.

 Credit Card #____________________________________

Expiration Date________Billing Zip Code___________ 

4 • PO Box 150 • NNNNNNNarrowsburg NY 12764
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Accepting all major credit cards • 845-252-3995

REEVES MOUNTAIN
CONSTRUCTION

Excavation • Masonry 
Stonework • Tile

Renovations • Additions

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

FESTIVALS
Continued from page 33

September 24 
Port Jervis Fall Foliage Festival
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Downtown Port Jervis 
Facebook: Fall Foliage Festival Port Jervis

Port Jervis’s annual Fall Foliage Festival will celebrate its 25th 
year on Sunday, September 24 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (rain or shine) 
in the downtown area!

There will be an abundance of vendors, street-fair and interna-
tional foods, a classic car show, an antique fire-truck show, and chil-
dren’s activities including a petting zoo, pony rides and the Roaming 
Railroad ride—a fitting feature for this town that once was a major 
railroad hub, and still boasts the main train station connecting the 
Upper Delaware with the New York metropolitan area.

There will also be live entertainment throughout the day. The fea-
ture band will be River of Dreams, a Billy Joel Tribute Band that 
specializes in sing-alongs and audience participation, on the Main 
Stage on Front Street from 12 noon to 5 p.m.

There will also be an apple- and  pumpkin-pie baking contest. It’s 
free to enter and applications are available online at portjervisny.
org. Photos by Laura Meyer

Continued on page 36
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NARROWSBURG
CAR WASH

Kirk Road • Now Open!

Foundations, Frost Walls, Floors, Retaining 
Walls, Sidewalks, Slabs

845-932-8232 • 845-741-7687 (CELL)
Cochecton, NY • PAOAGHIC:70

KRATZ
CONCRETE

For All Your Poured Projects • Fully Insured
PO Box 268

6365 SR 52, Cochecton, NY 12726
cochectonselfstorage@yahoo.com
845-932-5140; 845-932-8232 fax
Frank and Kasey Kratz, Owners

COCHECTON
SELF STORAGE LLCLC

FESTIVALS
Continued from page 35

TRR file photo by Sandy Long

Pumpkin Fest
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Behind the Carriage House, 3351 Rte. 97, Barryville, NY

barryvilleny.com/pumpkinfest 

BARRYVILLE, NY — The riverside town of Barryville will celebrate the 
season with Pumpkin Fest on Saturday, October 7 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. It will 
be held behind the Carriage House, 3351 Rte. 97. The entrance is next to the 
Barryville/Shohola Bridge.

As always there will be arts and crafts, live music, food and family fun. If 
you love contests, this fall festival is the place for you. The contests include a 
pumpkin recipe bake-off, pumpkin carving and decorating, scarecrow design 
and pie eating. There are costume contests, too, not just kids but for adults and 
pets as well. It will all be set to the live music of local bands.

Visit the website for updates and contest rules and times. 

October 7
Callicoon Artwalk 
12 noon to 8 p.m.
Downtown Callicoon

visitcallicoon.com/callicoon-artwalk/ 
The Callicoon Artwalk showcases the vibrant local art community in the 

picturesque hamlet of Callicoon on the Delaware. Along with artists displaying 
their work in shops 
and restaurants, there 
will be live music on 
Main Street, night-
time outdoor video 
projections and the 
first annual Callicoon 
Artwalk short film 
festival. 

There will also be 
an Art Making in the 
Park feature with 10 
free, two-hour work-
shops by local art-
ists from 12 noon to 
5 p.m., thanks to a 
state grant received 
through the Delaware 
Valley Arts Alliance. 
The planned work-
shops as of press time 
are “Spin Art for Kids 
of All Ages,” “Paint-
ing Landscapes Outdoors, “Found Object Collage,” “Pottery Making, Thrown 
and Pinch Pots,” “Felting Art,” “Monoprinting,” “Taking Great Photos with 
Your Mobile Phone, Landscapes & Portraits,” “Drawing as Meditation,” “Ori-
gami” and “Watercolor Painting.”

Main Street merchants will stay open into the evening hours. Maps will be 
available highlighting all exhibits and events featured in town shops, restau-
rants, galleries and Callicoon Creek Park. 

Raina Bowers’ Fire Dance will again close out the day’s events at 7:30 p.m. 
For complete, updated details visit the website above.

Contributed photos
In addition to displaying art by local artists, the Callicoon Artwalk 
gets interactive with its Art Making in the Park feature, with 10 free, 
two-hour workshops on how to create art yourself.

Continued on page 39
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MARSHALL MACHINERY INC.
Route 652 • 348 Bethel School Road, Honesdale PA 18431

570-729-7117 • www.marshall-machinery.com

BX Series
•  Kubota Diesel Engines, 18–25.5 HP*
• Category I, 3-Point Hitch with up to 670 lbs. Lift Capacity 
• Easy-Over Mid-Mount Mower Deck, Available in 54" or 60" Deck**

B Series
• Kubota Diesel Engines, 22–33 HP*
• Category I, 3-Point Hitch
• Available All-Weather Cab, Work Lights, and Ample Head and Leg Room

MX Series
• Kubota Diesel Engines, 49.3–61.4 HP*
• Rugged, Smooth-Shifting Gear-Drive or HST Transmission Options
• 3-Point Hitch with Heavy Lift Capacity, Category I & II

Standard L Series
•  Kubota Diesel Engines, 24.8–47.3 HP*
• Synchro-Shuttle or HST Transmission Options
• Suspension System Designed to Reduce Fatigue

Grow with Kubota.
Choose from a full line of hardworking tractors.

www.kubota.com 
*For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota 
dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications 
are based on various standards or recommended practices. **BX2370 and BX2670 

models only. Optional equipment may be shown. © Kubota Tractor Cooperation, 2016.
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FESTIVALS
Continued from page 36

October 7 and 8

Harvest & Heritage Days 
9 a.m. to 5  p.m. on Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday
Downtown Honesdale, PA

 visithonesdalepa.com or call 570/253-5492.
Historic Honesdale rolls out the pumpkins, hay bales, cornstalks and fall 

colors for its annual Harvest & Heritage Days, sponsored this year by The Hon-
esdale National Bank with support from Wayne County Tourism.

Craft vendors will line Main Street on both days. Old-fashioned hayrides will 
be offered downtown, for a small fee, from 1 to 5 p.m.. on Saturday and 12 noon 
to 4 p.m. on Sunday. Railroad buffs can enjoy railroad exhibits at the Wayne 
County Historical Society Museum on Main Street, celebrating its 100th anni-
versary this year. The expanded and renovated historical society museum also 
offers many other exhibits, including their new exhibit titled “Wayne County 
in 100 Objects.” You can also view the Stourbridge Lion Model Railroad Club’s 
wonderful train layout, which can be found in Grace Episcopal Church, 827 
Church St. on Saturday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

There will be demonstrations and performances at the Fred Miller Pavilion, 
pumpkin painting for the kids on Saturday from 12 noon to 4 p.m., and an 
antique car cruise on Saturday, 4 to 9 p.m.. From 12 noon to 3 p.m. on Sunday, 
taste some of the best homemade soup and chili as several area restaurants and 
local chefs compete for prizes. To participate, call 570/253-3055. The deadline 
for registration is September 25.

Also on Sunday, Dessin Animal Shelter will hold a Pets on Pawride costume 
competition, with registration at 12 noon and a parade at 1 p.m. Call 570/493-
3377.

There’s plenty more going on as well; visit the website above for details and 
updates, or just come on down and join the fun.

October 14

Contributed photos

Hawley Harvest Hoedown
10 a.m. to any particular time?
Downtown Hawley, mostly Keystone and Church streets

 hawleyharvesthoedown.com
HAWLEY, PA — The Hawley 

Harvest Hoedown, sponsored by the 
Downtown Hawley Partnership, will 
be held on Saturday, October 14 at 10 
a.m. with a wide variety of traditional 
games, events and entertainment, 
night and day. There will be cider tast-
ings, brews, contests, demonstrations, 
family activities, crafts, fresh locally 
grown foods, local maple syrup, pies 
and local business specials and deals. 

New to this year’s festivities is a fall 
crawl beer tour which will take place 
over the entire Hawley Harvest Hoe-
down weekend. Participants win a 
commemorative beer mug upon com-
pletion of the fall crawl. Fall Crawl Beer Tour cards will be available at partici-
pating bars and at the Wallenpaupack Visitors Center. 

Several other organizations, including the Hawley Fire Department, the 
Hawley Library and area churches will also be holding special events and activ-
ities. As a finale to Saturday’s festivities, a high-energy bluegrass and folk show 
begins at 8 p.m. at the Ritz Theater, located at 512 Keystone St., featuring 
bands Colebrook Road, Mountain Ride, and Driftwood.

Admission to the festival is free. Tickets for the concert can be purchased at 
www.hawleyharvesthoedown.com (there is an online purchasing fee of approx-
imately $2), or call 570/588-8077. You can also purchase them in person at 
Doodles & Such, located at 121 Main Ave.



® I LOVE NEW YORK logo is a registered trademark/service mark of the 
NYS Dept. of Economic Development, used with permission.

here than fall has weekends, and our lodgings have the coziest places for you to bed down overnight. 
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