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The exterior of John Roth’s Milanville home is done in a distinctive orange and purple paint scheme—

though, Roth says, it's less of an orange and more of a pumpkin acorn spice. “You know, when | tell
people | have an orange purple house, that sounds horrible,” says Roth. “If someone said that to me,
I'd be like, ‘eugh,’... but I don't know, I liked this color.”
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EDITOR’'S LETTER:

Something lost, something found

Welcome to the spring edition of Our
Country Home! (At least, it may be spring,
as long as the weather is able to make up
its mind.)

This time, we’re focusing on the art of
reuse: How do you take something old, and
make it new again?

John Roth answers that question with this
issue’s featured house, his home in Milan-
ville, PA that’s marked by 33 years worth
of found-object renovation. Roth says his
restorations of his home started from the
fact that his house had little interesting ar-
chitectural detail; if that’s not the case with
your home, Barbara Winfield can help you
research the history of your home, walking
you through its styles and its former owners
to help you know what architectural details
to bring out.

Jim McKeegan will introduce you to the
coal silos at the heart of Callicoon, NY,
and tell you about the group that’s trying to
bring them back to life as a watering hole
for the new age. Jude Waterston will bring
a different part of history to the forefront,
showing you how to take your old, favorite
recipes and adapt them to modern taste.

We’ll end the issue in Jeffersonville, N,
where Lauren Seikaly will talk about her
business ReStore, an antique shop that sal-
vages vintage furniture from the scrap heap
and repurposes it for new homes and new
lives.

Happy reading! We hope this issue in-
spires you to look a little differently at
something in your home, and to consid-
er how it might play a bigger role in your
life if given just that smallest of restorative
tweaks.

— Liam Mayo, section editor

Our Country Home, a special publication of
the River Reporter, is published by
Stuart Communications, Inc.
Entire contents ©2025 by Stuart Communications, Inc

Additional content available at www.riverreporter.com

Mailing Address:
PO Box 150, Narrowsburg, NY 12764
Phone: 845/252-7414 « Fax: 845/252-3298
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Have a comment or idea for the magazine?
Contact: Annemarie Schuetz at 845/252-7414, ext. 129
or copyeditor@riverreporter.com
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The scrap metal decorating the underside of the kitchen island came from an abandoned barn across the road, which Roth bought at a tax auction. “I became enamored with old metals, scrap metals, differ-
ent stuff,” he says. “I don't know why, but | just really liked it, so this is just a quiltwork of old metal.”

By LIAM MAYO

When John Roth bought his Milanville
home some 30 years ago, it came to him as
something of a blank slate.

“There was nothing architecturally in-
teresting about it,” Roth says of the home,
which started life as a farmhouse in the
1890s. “It was good for me, because then
I could do anything I want and not feel like
I’m violating some sacred style.”

Three decades on, he’s taken that free-
dom and turned the house into a kalido-
scope of colors and textures and styles.

Roth is a carpenter by trade, and also a vi-
sual artist who works with found objects—
items liberated from their original contexts
and repurposed into new forms.

What originally inspired him to use found
objects was the album cover for the Talking
Heads album “Little Creatures,” Roth said.
When he got the album, he looked at the
credits, and saw the cover art credited to a
Reverend Howard Finster of Summerville,
GA.

Reverend Finster, a religious artist born
in 1916, created as part of his artwork an
environmental sculpture—Paradise Gar-
den—in the 1960s, according to informa-
tion from the Smithsonian.

Roth had the opportunity to go down to
Georgia and visit Paradise Garden, he says,
describing it as a great structure construct-
ed of bicycle frames, lawnmowers and the
like. “It just really opened my ~Page7

.
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In addition to being a carpenter, Roth makes art out of found objects. “My wife and
friends, they describe me as a sculptor,” he says. “I just like putting rusty things out in my
yard, you know? | kind of play it down.” This piece hangs between two trees outside his
home, one of many similar creations dotted about his yard.

Some of the objects used in Roth’s home renovation barely
needed any changes before they made it into the build—like
these cheese graters, hung in a column on one of the living
room walls. “They're beautiful, right? They're just like little
works of art,” Roth says.
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Roth has repurposed plenty of strange objects
as furniture details—like this pool ball, repur-
posed for use as the pull of a living room table
drawer...

OUR COUNTRY HOME

...and like these kitchen drawer pulls, made from
implements that used to hold electrical wires.

SPRING 2025« 7

RR photos by LIAM MAYO

This isn't the first time Roth has appeared in Our Country Home—his house graced the cover of the
Fall 2004 issue. At the time, Roth told the River Reporter, “| think people have to think of their homes
in a different way. They need to think about their home as a work of art.”

““It just really opened my eyes to [the fact that] anything can be art,
if you really stop and look at something and use it in a way other than
what it’s utilitarian-ly used for. It can be really beautiful.”

THE HOUSE -

eyes to [the fact that] anything can be art, if
you really stop and look at something and
use it in a way other than what it’s utilitar-
ian-ly used for. It can be really beautiful.”

That appreciation for the beauty of cast-
off objects permeates Roth’s Milanville
home.

The yard teems with strange, stuck-to-
gether structures. Two ladders joined at
an acute angle form a tall, pointed arch.
A small figure stands atop a pillar of
rain-melted books.

The inside of the home has just as many
intricate, out-of-place details.

Some involve ordinary objects used for
something other than their original pur-
pose. A pool ball serves as a drawer handle;
a whisk cradles a light bulb within its spin-
dly wires; cheese graters hang on the wall
as decorations of quiet metal.

Other elements of the home look less
obviously out of place, but have their own,
intricate stories to tell. Even the wood used
for the home’s walls and its kitchen cabi-
nets has a range of origins, from the small,
rectangular lathes used to tile an extension
to the home—he’d always been interested
in the material, from days of pulling it out
of old houses being torn out in Boston, and
he brought garbage cans full of it to the Up-
per Delaware—to the sleek amber material
of the kitchen cabinets, which was origi-
nally intended for a client’s bookshelves
before he decided he couldn’t give it up.

The home is always a work in progress—
like life, Roth says—but after thirty years
of renovations, it has found a sort of equi-
librium.

“By and large it’s done,” says Roth. “33
years, two wives, two children of my own,
a stepchild, three dogs, five cats, two guin-
ea pigs and a snake later, this is where T am
now—and just in time to welcome my first
grandchild in June.”

i e 2 2 &
This whisk repurposed as a light fixture hangs ov:
objects Roth has incorporated into the build.

These lights came out of an old camp stove that Roth found at A Picker’s Find, an antiquing store in
Honesdale that closed its brick-and-mortar location this past December. Roth took the burners from

the stove and repurposed them into these lamps.

A{.

Jojo, one of the home's two cats, makes your
photographer’s acquaintance.

/

WonoeR soons

Roth's love of old metal extended to the ceiling
of the home, where parts are tiled with bits of
metal. He says these parts of the ceiling are per-
haps his favorite parts of the whole renovation
of the home's ground floor. “I love them,” he
says.

Moxie, the second of the house’s two cats, poses
for a portrait.
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Researchung the tustory of your house

By BARBARA WINFIELD

If only walls could talk, what
stories would they tell? Just like
people, houses also have their
histories—some more colorful
than others. Searching the his-
tory of your house, when it was
built, who lived within its walls
and what changes various home-
owners made can be a fascinating
project. All it takes is for you to
become equal parts architectural
detective, historian, researcher
and genealogist.

Your first questions are prob-
ably “How old is my house?,”
“Who built it?” and “Who lived
there?” Begin at the county tax
assessment office or similar local
entity, which should house own-
ership records and descriptive in-
formation about the property. The
county assessor is responsible
for identifying, classifying and
valuing all real property transac-
tions. They should have a listing
of some, and perhaps all, of the
people that owned the property
before you did.

Start by establishing a time-
line through tracing the proper-
ty deeds. Every time a property
changes hands, the transaction
should have a corresponding
deed. All of the deeds should
be available for review through
your local assessor’s office or
county’s deed registry or record-
er; sometimes this information
is available online. This chain-
of-title should give you a list of
transaction dates, property owner
names and descriptions of major
structures or distinguishing char-
acteristics at the property. Also,
check with your local public li-
brary. Not only is your public
library the backbone of the com-
munity, but librarians in general
are a wonderful resource. There
might even be a local history sec-
tion within the library.

845 791 8600

7 St John Street Monticello

www.susanlgross.com susan@susanlgross.com BEST [845] 985-2398
CARPENTER

In general, look for the follow-
ing items in your search:

* Property records

* Building permits

* Blueprints

* Maps

* Old local newspaper articles

* Photographs

* Vintage post cards

Uncovering your home’s past
will also tell you a lot about the
history of the area you live in.
When you’re out in your neigh-
borhood, notice the houses on
your street. Are they similar or
different from each other? Ask
yourself, who lived here before
me? What kind of work did they
do? The answers to these ques-
tions will give you a glimpse of
how your home has evolved over
the years.

Previous occupants aren’t the
only ones who know your home’s
past. Longtime neighbors often
have a few stories to tell. They
might recall notable events on
the property or even be able to
share some local lore that brings
the place to life. Talking to com-
munity members is an excellent
way to hear both personal stories
and historical facts that may not
be found in official records.

Many cities or towns have
historical preservation societies
dedicated to maintaining the his-
tory of local buildings and neigh-
borhoods. These are the organi-
zations you go to for a broader
historical context, as they usually
possess records, old photos and
histories that may document the
story of your home and neighbor-
hood.

Sullivan County is rich in local
history, and each of its towns and
villages have interesting stories
to tell. For example, Jefferson-
ville was originally settled in
1830 and called Winkelried. In
1887, Jeffersonville ~Page13

Susan 1 Gross
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Beautiful 1900’s Victorian Home! Let The Wrap Porch And
Double Front Doors Welcome You Into This 3-Story Home
With A Foyer, High Ceilings, Living Room, Pocket Doors,
Library, Formal Dining Room, Kitchen With An Island,
Half Bath, And Sunroom. A Charming Staircase Leads To
The Second Floor, Which Hosts A Primary En-Suite, Three
Bedrooms, A Den/Office, And A Full Bath. Wonderful
Original Details, Wood Floors, And Beautiful Woodwork.
The 3rd Floor Has 6 Additional Rooms That Await Your
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was linked to Liberty by telegraph and in ===
1913, electricity was run into the village | ? a
from Livingston Manor. In 1911 the first x \ An arCIteCtu ral Style Sheet
?urst}fobuisvwisﬁgeie‘j’ r:ia}’eflfmf bnacil;l and L Architectural styles, like styles of clothing, go in Craftsman, 1905—1930
e Sl G (4 andoutoffashion over the years. Another way The Craftsman style is an American interpretation

. thel 19?5{ SEHIV&H Couny lt)ecame iy  Of researching your home is to look up the style of the Arts and Crafts movement stared in England
d opular atskK1 sumimer-resort area. . . . o4
Du?in[;r this time, many homes were con- | of your hofae-and comipare it with holises in your as a counter to the elaborate and sometimes garish 7
verted into boarding houses for fourists | neighborhood. Here's a few of the architectural styles  ¢,c1ory.made designs of the Industrial Revolution.
traveling on the NYO&W Railway (New popular in Sullivan County between 1830 and 1950.  1hs style emphasized the beauty of natural B d
York, Ontario & Western), which traveled .« Farm House, 1830—1930 materials‘and handcrafted deta.ils, featuring simple \///
up from New York City’s Grand Central S /e S— h bl construction and natural materials such as wood, \//
Terminal and made stops in Liberty and OlfgMN g\ [armiJetieg fomes were built to stone, stained glass and ceramic tiles. The exterior % 4
nearby Livingston Manor. When the rail- aggomodaje Igrag farm families. Architectural architecture featured exposed rafters and porches B

. . . elements included expansive porches, large kitchens -0 €XP P i

road closed down in 1957, several homes </, supported by massive piers and unadorned square

either went back to single family occupan-
cy or became apartments.

Around the turn of the century, middle
class business owners and professionals
began building large Victorian-style homes
throughout Sullivan County. Many of these
homes were created by builders using cat-
alogs featuring floor plans and materials.
You would contract a builder and choose
from the various designs featured in the
catalogs, thereby eliminating the expense
of an architect. During the early part of the
20th century, Sears, Roebuck & Co.’s cat-
alog also offered house plans and kits that
included all the materials needed (except
bricks and cement, which were too heavy
to ship) to build your own home without a
contractor.

Driving around the area today, you can
see many of these old houses, which fea-
ture similar design details on their porches,
windows and doors. There are also few old
Sears houses made from kits still standing
in the area.

Fortunately, Sullivan County has a strong
history initiative, as well as its own histo-

and multiple entrances for easy access to various
parts of the property. Homes often feature simple
exteriors made of natural materials such as wood and
stone. Exposed structural elements such as beams or
brickwork are also common architectural elements.
Many farm houses also incorporated other details
such as Greek columns, stained glass and jigsaw-cut
trim.

Victorian, 1880—1910

The Industrial Revolution brought many
advancements in manufacturing, including for
homes and furnishings, allowing for inexpensive,
mass-produced decorative elements to be shipped
nationwide. This resulted in widespread use of
elaborate and colorful designs, which were once
only available to the wealthy. The most popular of
the Victorian era architectural styles was the Queen
Anne Victorian. This style represents the first truly
American architecture of the Industrial Age.

Suggested reading

posts.

Cape Cod, 1920—1950

The Cape Cod style draws inspiration from the
simple cottages of early New England settlers.
Originally featuring wood shingle exteriors, 20th
century Cape Cod houses were often clad in
clapboard, stucco or brick. This style became
immensely popular in post-World War Il suburban
developments. Cape Cod homes symbolized the
American dream of homeownership, providing
affordable and charming housing.

NN
Ranch, 1930—1970 \\\\\

Inspired by Spanish Colonial houses in the
Southwest, the Ranch style loosely epitomizes
mid-20th century modern suburban living. Its
sprawling, single-story design incorporates a
garage, reflecting the increasing importance of
automobiles in American life and the availability of
larger suburban lots. Ranch homes often feature
sliding glass doors and patios, blending indoor and
outdoor living spaces.

Discovering the History of Your House and Your Neighborhood, by Betsy J.Green
House Histories: A Guide to Tracing The Genealogy of Your Home, by Sally Light

A Field Guide To American Houses, by Virginia & Lee McAlester
N . N 3 \\\///, y W \
N

AL

rian, John Conway, who can be reached at
jconway52@hotmail.com. For more infor-
mation you can also contact the SC Histori-
cal Society in 265 Main St. Hurleyville, NY
12747. Research by appointment only. Call
845/434-8044.

<GOUNTBY

PAVING & SEALCOATING

Jacobi
TREE S| ICE INC

ATOMIC

Residential « Commercial o Industrial Gj
. . Tree Removal Pruning and Cabling
Free Estimates 45 Years of Experience Specidlizing in Vista Creations Y "
oL : . : Open 24/7 « Air Conditioned
Www.cooperpavinginc.com & Quality Service Experienced and Insured , ,
Free Estimates o Fully Insured JJacobiTreeService@gmail.com Pete’s Plaza Kirk Rd,
845'361'1028 845-609-7139 845-423-3443 Narrowsburg, NY
*x X
Pruning, removal, lighting protection, Y, * * v JOHN R. THEADORE
preventative care, cabling & bracing, “;' ‘\’ ) ATTORNEY AT LAW, PLLC
stump grinding \\// \\’I 32 Lower Main Street, Suite 4
. ‘ / R \, PO.Box182, Callicoon, New York 12723
, Al Aot Jason@jmtreecare.com ) ) \\/I P: (845) 887-1855 o F: (845) 203-4141
J E : P 1 facebook.com/jmtreecare \‘Lb L‘i( jOhn@jt}}lleaéiorellaW-Com
TREE CARE www.jtheadorelaw.com
845-554-6765 SIUR Admitted in NY & PA
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Thank You for Shopping Locally
and Helping to Make our Community Strong.

We sell & service Stihl equipment and warranty what we sell.
Serving our Community Since 1947

STIHL

Zero Turns
Chainsaws, Trimmers, Blowers, Stone Saws, Hedge Trimmers,
Battery Powered Equipment, Hand Tools, Pressure Washers And Safety Apparel

Looking forward %

to seeing you! -

>

We have the parts,
the products the service!

Open 6 days a week
J J M-F 8-4:30 Sat 8-1
“04 3965 Rt 17B | Callicoon, N.Y. 12723

Joun H. Esca

Sales & Service 845-887-5350 johneschenbherg.com
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The Callicoon coal silos are currently in a state of disrepair.
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A storied past, a hopeful future for a Calicoon staple

By JIM MCKEEGAN

Two vine-covered towers stand on Lower Main Street in
Callicoon, NY. The twin coal silos are massive and impos-
ing up close, but surprisingly easy to miss when driving
past them to Peck’s Market or the Callicoon Youth Center.
Like many old structures, their lack of usefulness has made
them inconspicuous, at least to the uncurious.

The silos and the adjacent “Weigh Station” are remnants
of the thriving coal industry that once dominated the econ-
omies of the Catskills and Poconos. In the current day, the
silos have been adopted, and purchased, by ENGN, an arts
and education group based in Callicoon.

ENGN (pronounced “engine”) bought the almost-100-

year-old silos in 2013. The Weigh Station has been refur-
bished as an art space and offices, but the silos require more
work to become useable.

Frankly, they’re in danger of collapse without commu-
nity assistance. And if you’re reading this article, you’re
already a member of that community.

A community around coal

The silos have been part of Callicoon for just shy of a
century.

The structures were built by the Erie Railroad in late 1930
and leased to the local Kautz brothers shortly thereafter.
Trains brought Pennsylvania coal for storage in the silos.

Back in the day, the silos were a de facto hangout. Res-

idents from Honesdale to Monticello would make the trip
to Callicoon to purchase bags of anthracite for their homes
and businesses. They would buy coal, then spend a little
time chatting with friends and neighbors at the silos.

ENGN continues that tradition of community. The orga-
nization was started by Callicoon artists Thomas Boskett,
and Isaac Green-Diebbol. They’ve been joined by local
farmer Mark Keoppe and poet Carolyn Preziosi, ENGN’s
president and vice-president respectively.

Since its inception, ENGN has engaged with local com-
munities through art-centered programs. It has worked ex-
tensively with schools and youth organizations throughout
Sullivan County. - Page 18
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BREAKFAST + LUNCH

Corner of Route 6 & 632 Honesdale PA 3137 Route 17B
Daily 7am-2pm « Closed Wed. Cochecton, NY
570-253-8004 845-932-8611

BETHEL

CAR SERVICE

e

fhe ’ﬁ-—' T

YOUR LUXURY RIDE
IN THE CATSKILLS

+1(845) 335-7284 [&]
INFO@BETHELCARSERVICE.COM 3}
WWW.BETHELCARSERVICE.COM  [®

SICk8 ME FOR WERSITE

121814

AIRPORT WINE TOUR CONCERTS

BUSINESS NIGHT OUT WEDDINGS HOURLY

165 LAKEVIEW DRIVE ?D

*HIGHLAND LEAKE, NY &

All proceeds go toward funding and
scholarships forKeinonia's
9-week summer Nature'Day Camp

forkids aged 4-15. (

| —

Visit \;vww.koinoniany.g:a forw,. A
information about Nature Camp
and more!

KOINONIA 5K

Run,Fun Run,
1 mile Kids Run

P
| —
|
——

Want to be part of a team
that helps share accurate
information about important
town and township meetings?

Consider becoming a
River Reporter
News Ambassador

A River Reporter News Ambassador is
someone who is committed to disseminating
accurate, unbiased and straightforward news

coverage of local governmental meetings.

One of the biggest challenges for the River Reporter is the large
area we all live in (parts of two states and five counties).

The news ambassador program puts trained community
members at important local government meetings, to help share
information with the public.

With misinformation and partial information readily available
via social media, the network provides a space for accurate and
timely public meeting highlights.

Sound interesting?

Email publisher@riverreporter.com
or call 845/252-7414 ext. 133

to find out what you can do to help share
the news with your neighbors.
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COCHECTON =~

SELF STORAGE 1.c

PO Box 268 « 6365 SR 52,
Cochecton, NY 12726

cochectonselfstorage@yahoo.com

EDE 845-932-5140

845-932-8232 fax

CLEAN OUTS
DUMPSTERS
Call Tom
57 0-591-0541

Lallicoon
Supply Inc.

For all your Hardware and Building Supplies

A [lFEI|7IIIYSWEI(_-II-H-I:EIll:SIH-ﬂ;SIIIIII-IZ
“woe” WWW.callicoonsupply.com

Route 178 Calicoon, NY - 845-887-4804

woodstockwayrealty.com

by B2
Make It bap S

%

®
Woodstock Way

R EALT Y Lc

845.250.4200
SSNCARINT

PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

D.R. BLUHM

Insurance Agency
871 Main Street Honesdale, Pa 18431
570-253-0191
Independent insurance agency offering
all forms of insurance including business,

contractors, home, auto & life...
Also great home/auto packages

Enjoy Food & Beverages on the Deck Overlooking the Lake
Marine Repair Service For More Information Boat Repair
Boats & Motor Sales Lake Front RV Sites
Custom Built Docks 10 Min - Bethel
Boat Rental Woods
Winterizing/Storage Resorts World
Shrink Wrap Catskill Casino
NOWISELTING
Load Rite Boat Trailers
Tahoe Luxury Pontoon Boats
Yamaha Outboard Motors
Wave Armor Dock Systems

Tohatsu Outboard Motors

Boat Rentals & Boat Sales
&7 Www.swingingbridgemarina.com

849-194-6930

Voted Best Marina 4 years in a row

] @YAMAHATOHATSU

|__GENLINS

Parts & Accessories

Perennial Gardens
Landscaping
Design & Installation of Unique
Landscapes for Home & Business

dSOS
ssoclates

Gluften-free, celiac-safe, .
nut-free & delicious sweet kk
and savories! BOO eeplng

[ Visit Us ] PaerII

The Callicoon Marketplace
2 43 Lower Main St. T S .

* Organic Gardenlng Methods Callicoon, N.¥. dX dervices
¢ Stone walls, Patios & Paths
* Trees & Flowering Shrubs Scan to learn more Mlke Argiros

* Pool Landscapes

e Water Gardens & Waterfalls
e English & Japanese Gardens
* Rock Gardens & Flower Beds

*845-583-5760"

(607) 637-4404
216 Wheeler St., Hancock, NY

mike.argiros@kasosassociates.com

83291
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FUELING

ENGN sees itself quite literally as
an engine (the letters are not an acro-
nym). Green-Diebbol said the group
is “an engine for civic and creative
energy and activity—an organiza-
tion that gets things going.” But an
engine requires fuel, and in this case,
the fuel is our community—people
giving their time, expertise and/or
money.

This brings us back to the silos.
The Weigh Station, ENGN’s current
home, is a small space, and the or-
ganization would like to incorporate
the silos into their mission.

Right now, though, the silos are
unusable. The main structures are
sound structurally, but the roof is tat-
tered. This has left the silos mostly
open to the elements.

Over the past few years, pieces of
the roof have fallen into the silos,
and onto Lower Main Street as well.
Without immediate remediation, this
exposure will lead to greater damage
and perhaps to collapse.

The overhaul is set to begin at
the end of April, and ENGN needs
roughly $40,000 to complete the
repairs. In addition to the contribu-
tions already made by the communi-
ty, funding for this project was made
possible in part by a Community De-
velopment Grant from Sullivan 180.
See sidebar for ways to contribute to
the repair effort.

ENGN sees the silos as a symbol
of Callicoon’s history, a “library of
the soul.” They envision the silos
becoming a creative civic space,
with a community herb garden on
the land above the Weigh Station.

However, restoring the silos would
be beneficial beyond the use ENGN
would make of them. The silos are a
part of our area’s history, and belong
to the community regardless of who
holds the deed.

Restored, repaired and repainted,
the silos would be a symbol not just
of Callicoon’s past, but of what the
town has become—a thriving com-
munity for the arts, business and
farming.

- Page 15
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ENGN currently occupies the “Weigh Station” as its offices and an art space.

CATSKILL
EnergyHomes

Readers'

Building energy-efficient custom
homes in the Catskill region,

using the latest green technologies
and modern archltecture

Best Green Builder,
River Reporter's

Coice Awards

PA NEW ING
Nrs y

EYES on MAIN s7

EYECARE JEYEWEAR

Restored and repaired

To learn more about ENGN and how
you can help to save the silos, visit
ENGN's website at www.engncntr.
com.

Also, consider attending a Save the
Silos Benefit at the Callicoon Brewing
Company on Upper Main Street in
Callicoon. The benefit will be held on
Sunday April 13 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
and will feature a brunch, raffle and
silent auction.

The $50 ticket includes brunch and
one drink. ENGN values |ncIu5|V|ty
however, so Pay It Forward and i
What You Can optlo S are ava

The Callicoon coal silos are currently in a state of
disrepair.

845-482-2425

"WE DO IT RIGHT-

“THE FIRST TIME-

BOOK ONLINE

EVERYTIME-

0 SILHOUETTE ORAY-BAN @VARILUX
e HOBGLEY  UCRIEL 4895 RT. 52, JEFFERSONVILLE, NY
eMODO 0COACH oTRANSITIONS] TUESDAY = FRIDAY: 9AM = 5PM

EYESONMAINST.COM
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PR'OPERTY MANA[EMENT

Contact Information: alan@upstate-place.com (845) 288-2650

The Catskills & Hudson Valley’s Premier
Vacation Rental Management Company

What sets us apart?
24-hour In-house Manned Message Board * In-house Handyman * Full Transparency for
Owners * Immediate Superhost and Premier Host Status for Every Listing * No Set-Up Fee

Office Locations:
4887 State Route 52, Jeffersonville, NY 12748
3656 Main Street, Stone Ridge, NY 12484

IG - @upstateplaceny

(845) 482-5290 + 482-5117
Fax 482-4270
Estaé//s/led 1907

KOHLER
LUMBER &

BUILDING MATERIALS, INC.

All Pressure Treat:ed and Cedar Products,
Paint Supglies, All Masons,
Plumbing and Electrical Supplies,
Carpet, Cabinetry, and Hardware.
Owens Corning Blown-in Insulation,
Boom Service Available
The Kubenik Family « Rte. 52, Jeffersonville, NY 12748

Thank you to all my
customers. | appreciate
doing business with you.

PA #022366

Michael Parker
(1stom Carpentry

NEW HOME « ADDITIONS * REMODELING
WINDOWS + DOORS * DECKS * TRIM
KITCHENS * ROOFING

(843 820-2838 + Shohola, PA

COCHECTON

—OIL AND PROPANE —
Family Owned & Operated since 1959

6978 Rte. 52 Cochecton, NY 12726
cochectonoil-propane.com

(845) 932-8483

Voted BEST Heating Fuel Company

Fuel Oil Propane Kerosene

On-Road Diesel Off-Road Diesel
Free Estimates

Installations * Propane Tanks

HEAP Accepted
Discount Farm Fuel

Propane Service Work

Like and Follow © - -
nn Emergency Deliveries
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Buying or selling
locally?

Susan Giordano

AWARD-WINNING PROFESSIONAL
18 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

PROVEN TRACK RECORD
OF CLIENT SATISFACTION

Having the right real estate agent means
having an agent who is committed to helping
you buy or sell your home with the highest
level of expertise in your local market.

Call today
and let me guide you
every step of the way!

345-728-9800

sue.giordano@aol.com

sgiordano.johnjleaseonline.com

40GI1054444
Licensed R.E. Salesperson

Since 1938

JOHN | LEASE
REALTORS®

The River Reporter is 50 years old
and we're not just having a party.

We're having a year-long festival.

Film series

Theatre, dance and music

Symposiums

Retrospective exhibition
Classes

...And yes, parties,
lots of parties.

Partner with us. Sponsor us.
Contact: Publisher@riverreporter.com ¢ 845/252-7414, ext. 133
Local News Matters!

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS

eVintageHouselville 845-482-6020
4906 NY 52 Jeffersonville, NY

www.vintagehousejville.com
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By JUDE WATERSON

I was a child of the ‘60s, when food and its preparation
was going through a renovation. Convenience was the goal
and frozen vegetables were the norm, as there was, at that
time, a movement away from canned vegetables, which
had little nutritional value.

One of the most important evolutions (or should T call it
a revolution) was an explosion of recipes using a variety of
Campbell’s soups. Those days, a beloved Friday night din-
ner in my parent’s home was baked chicken thighs slath-
ered in a mixture of cream of chicken soup combined with
a tablespoon or two of Lipton’s onion soup mix.

In retrospect, I wonder if it was as tasty as it was because
the sodium level was so high—or were our young taste
buds not developed yet? The chicken thighs were sprin-
kled with paprika, a spice used extensively in those days.
It might have resulted in a flavorful addition except for the
fact that, more often than not, that bottle of paprika had
been sitting in the spice rack for years. A good indication
of its age was that it had faded from a vibrant reddish hue
to a more muted brown or dull orange.

We adored that meal. It was accompanied by canned
peach halves placed on a baking sheet a short time before
the chicken was fully baked. Mom would lay the peaches
upright and place a dab of butter in each cavity, as well as
a sprinkling of cinnamon. The savory chicken in its creamy
‘gravy’ was served with the tangy, sweet, brightly-flavored
peaches.

Mom’s macaroni and cheese was another favorite din-
ner meal. T would help her cut a block of Velveeta cheese
into little squares, popping one or two into my mouth as I
worked. Let us take a moment to contemplate the idea of a
“cheese” product that can sit on a shelf without refrigera-
tion for years. Hypothetically, the world could come to an
end and Velveeta and billions of roaches and water bugs
could stay on earth indefinitely. Hungry yet?

Back to Mom and me. I was an eager young chef, and we
continued working together until all the cheese had been
cut into soft, little squares. The cheese would be added to a
pot, joining Campbell’s tomato soup plopped from the can
and a can full of whole milk, which was added to the pot
and heated until the mixture was smooth and creamy. Next
came the velvety—hence the name—cheese cubes, which
quickly melted. Cooked elbow pasta was stirred in and
Mom'’s bright orange mac and cheese was ready to be la-
dled into bowls. The dish was not baked. We ate it straight
from the pot. The following day I would enjoy it crisped in
a frying pan in a tablespoon or two of melted butter.

We often ate the mac and cheese with a fresh salad (ice-
berg lettuce, cucumber slices, halved cherry tomatoes and
carrot curls made with a vegetable peeler). The vinaigrette
was Good Seasonings Italian dressing, which came in a
bottle (with a green snap-on lid) to which vinegar and oil
were added before it was shaken vigorously and poured
over the salad. If we didn’t have salad, Mom went with
creamed spinach. In those days, creamed spinach was sold
frozen in boxes. My memory is that it came in packages
that were immersed in boiling water and left there, sim-
mering, until softened and hot. The spinach was carefully
squeezed from the bags into a serving bowl, with no further
adornment needed.

These dishes have morphed, or been renovated if you
like, over the years. T would no sooner use Velveeta than
I would margarine or marshmallow Fluff. I neither eat or
cook with Campbell’s soup. And if T bake chicken thighs,
which are my go-to part of the chicken, I have devised myr-
iad recipes over the years that have no preservatives, food
coloring or MSG.

Mac and cheese

Mac and Cheese
Revisited

Serves 6

3/4 pound (a little less than four cups) dried
cavatappi, fusilli or other curly pasta

2% cups grated cheddar cheese (not aged or extra
sharp, because the sauce will become grainy rather
than creamy)

% cup finely grated parmesan cheese, preferably
Parmigiano-Reggiano

3 cups (1 % pints) half & half (or 2 cups half & half and
1 cup heavy cream)

3 tablespoons unsalted butter
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour

1 % tablespoons softened unsalted butter or extra-
virgin olive oil for greasing the baking dish

Salt and freshly ground pepper

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Cook the pasta
according to instructions on the package, or for
about 8 to 9 minutes in salted boiling water, until al
dente. Do not overcook it, because it will cook further
in the oven. Drain well. Meanwhile, mix grated
cheeses in a bowl and toss to combine. In a saucepan
large enough to hold the cooked pasta, cook the
butter over low heat until melted. Add the flour and
stir continuously with a whisk or wooden spoon for 2
minutes until smooth. Gradually add the half & half
(or mixture) and raise the heat to high. Cook, stirring
occasionally, until the mixture thickens, about 4 to

5 minutes. Remove from heat and whisk in all but

% cup of the cheese mixture. Season with salt and
pepper. Add the cooked pasta to the saucepan and
stir well. Pour the mixture into a shallow, oven-proof
baking dish (or lasagna pan) that has been greased,
and smooth down the top. Scatter the remaining %
cup of grated cheese evenly over the pasta. Bake for
25 - 30 minutes, until bubbly. Place under the broiler
for 2 to 3 minutes, until the top is crisp and golden.
Serve immediately.

Luckily, it has not been very difficult to bring these dish-
es from the past into the present. The mac and cheese pri-
marily needed a change of the type of cheese used, and to
be baked so the top became golden and crusty. And I trans-
formed the creamed spinach into a more sophisticated
version, but still used frozen chopped spinach because it’s
always flash-frozen, and the idea of cooking down pounds

s g e
RR photo by Jude Waterston
Creamed spinach with crunchy topping

Creamed
Spinach with
Crunchy

Topping

2 tablespoons unsalted butter, plus 1 tablespoon
(softened) for greasing the casserole dish

2 small shallots, peeled and minced (about 2
tablespoons)

Y% cup heavy cream
% cup half & half

1 pound frozen spinach, thawed and squeezed dry
of any moisture (this can be done easily by placing
the spinach in a kitchen towel, which you roll up and
squeeze dry until no more moisture comes out)

1/3 cup finely grated Parmigiano-Regianno cheese,
plus % cup more for topping

% cup Japanese panko breadcrumbs
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
1 tablespoon + 1 teaspoon extra-virgin olive oil

Mix the panko breadcrumbs, % cup parmesan cheese
and olive oil in a small bowl. Season with salt and
pepper and stir to combine well. Grease a glass pie
plate or a similar sized gratin dish with 1 tablespoon
of the softened butter, and set aside.

Preheat the oven to 375 degrees. Melt the 2
tablespoons of remaining butter in a saucepan

over medium heat and cook shallots for about 3 to
4 minutes, until softened. Add cream, half & half,
salt and pepper and raise the heat a bit. Bring the
mixture to a simmer. Let thicken for a couple of
minutes. Add 1/3 cup parmesan and stir until melted.
Add the spinach and stir to incorporate well. Place
the spinach mixture in the pie plate and smooth the
top with the back of a spoon. Top evenly with the
panko and parmesan mixture. You don't have to use
it all if it seems like too much, but you want a nice
even topping. Bake the gratin for 10 to 15 minutes
until hot. Broil for about 3 minutes until the top is
golden and crispy. Serve.

of fresh spinach, placing it in an ice bath then rolling it in a
kitchen towel to squeeze out all the moisture seemed more
time consuming than appealing.

You might, moving forward, find yellowed, stained rec-
ipe cards from a relative who passed them down to you
years ago in the hopes that you would keep them alive.
Instead, liven them up!
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KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!
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<§Thompson Sanitation
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Waste Management and Recycling Service Since 1986
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I [orgfruifion
*A maximum credit of up to $6,500 will be applied to the payment of mortgage origination,
| mortgage loan settlement, bank title search, and title insurance costs. Applicant will be

required to pay the standard appraisal fee of $425.00. This no closing cost mortgage is

available for primary and secondary residences, owner-occupied, with a first position lien. If

loan is paid off within 60 months of origination, borrower(s) will reimburse lender for waived
[ | [ | bank and lender paid third-party fees. Subject to credit approval with a median credit

score(s) of 700 or higher. Additional terms and conditions may apply. Offer cannot be

combined with any other offer or discount. Additional programs available for other

properties and loan types. Jeff Bank reserves the right to discontinue the No Closing Cost

[ Su"ivan County,s #1 Garbage Construction Mortgage at any time. ":
& Recycle for Over 30 Years, |
Same Owner/Operator

e Competitive Pricing
& Superior Service '

JEFF (845) 482-4000 - www.jeff.bank Member

° Sew'c'ng Local Communlties @BANK 4864 State Route 52, Jeffersonville, Ny 12748 FDIC k==

throughout ALL of Sullivan County

e Keeping Jobs and Money
in Sullivan County

* Residential Program... Roll-Offs... \§ e
Commercial... Special Clean-Ups THE FURNITURE ™ dg~

Buying well-made and pre-owned is
a better choice for our planet!

antique & vintage

www.thompsonsanitation.net art, lighting, rugs

furniture & more

Don't Get Left On the Curl! 4917 NY 52 Jeffersonville
= = .th t iville.
Call “IﬂlllllSﬂn Sanitation TODAY! WW@;)V th :rre; Sotr;]; ; _enc; -




A RIVER REPORTER MAGAZINE

OUR COUNTRY HOME

SPRING 2025 » 23

Reuse, recycle—ReSt

Jeff antique shop
takes furniture from
trash to treasure

By LIAM MAYO

JEFFERSONVILLE, NY — Jeffersonville’s ReStore is
many things to many people, according to its owner, Lau-
ren Seikaly.

To a visitor in downtown Jeffersonville, it’s a place to
browse furniture and to spend time in, part of an econom-
ic revival Seikaly and her husband are trying to spark in
the village. To Catskills residents looking to furnish their
homes, it’s a place where they can find vintage pieces with
a local connection. To those who’ve found themselves with
more furniture than they know what to do with, or the task
of disposing with a deceased relative’s belongings, it’s a
landfill alternative, taking pieces that would otherwise end
up in the trash and finding them new, loving homes.

And for Seikaly?

“This is my creative outlet,” she says—it gives her a
chance to take pieces of local history and make them into
something new.

From basement to buyer

The concept of ReStore started with a friend of Seikaly’s
who does clean outs of peoples houses.

A lot of the furniture from those clean-outs would just
end up in the trash, regardless of what condition it was in.
That didn’t sit well with Seikaly.

“I’m an environmentalist,” says Seikaly. “I was crying
my eyes out when he told me that he had this dumpster full
of [furniture].”

Vintage pieces of furmture can help connect the present to
specific periods of history past, such as with vintage vanities. The
rise of the vanity dates back to the 1930s, says Seikaly. “As soon as
people were going to the movies, and Hollywood became a thing,
like in the 30s, they made these things, these vanities, as a way of
people being able to experience their own Hollywood.”
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Lauren Seikaly, owner and founder of ReStore, sits on a couch in the store’s showroom.

With ReStore, Seikaly diverts pieces from those clean-
outs from their otherwise inevitable path to the landfill.
What happens next depends on what shape they’re in. If
a piece is in reasonably good condition, Seikaly and her
team can do whatever restoration work is necessary and
get it on the showroom floor. If a piece is worse-for-wear,
it may still have a future with ReStore, just perhaps not in
its original form.

“I can’t say no to anything, and part of it is that I see the
potential in it,” says Seikaly.

A chair that’s thoroughly uninteresting in its original
form might be a gorgeous piece with some new upholstery.
An upright piano might be too far gone to ever have its
ivories tickles again—but strip out its guts, and it could be
a flowerbox on a street corner.

Even if a piece is entirely unsalvageable, it can still be
stripped for parts, with vintage lamp-pulls and marble bas-
es ending up as the raw materials for the restoration of oth-
er pieces.

It’s fun thinking of ways to reuse the pieces that come in
to the store, says Seikaly; it’s “fun to just let your brain go
and think about those things.”

ing and actually has some history to it and is actually from
the area.”

The history and the location of the Catskills means the
area has a plethora of interesting pieces waiting in people’s
homes.

Because of the region’s proximity to New York City, a
lot of urbanite collectors and world travelers retire up to
the Catskills, bringing their collections and their furniture
with them, says Seikaly. The region has a lot of really old
furniture of its own, as well, with houses that have kept
their original furnishings for decades.

Seikaly remembers one house in particular where a
woman passed away, and her daughter was left to clear out
the home. When Seikaly got to the house, called there by
her friends who was assisting with the cleanout, she found
a whole home’s worth of vintage 1950s furnishings, headed
for the dump.

“A lot of people don’t realize what they have,” says Sei-
kaly. It’s a service that ReStore provides to step in and to
help people identify what their furnishings might be worth.

More than just a chair

Keeping vintage pieces in circulation has
environmental benefits. The more existing
tables, chairs and bedframes stay in use, the [
fewer new pieces will need to be created to |
take their places, and the fewer objects will
wind up taking up space in landfills.

“If you reduce the market for [new goods],
then they don’t have to build all these things
in China and ship them over here,” says Sei-
kaly. “There’s actually a market for the things
that already exist.”

It’s also a boon for the people who end up
with these objects in their homes.

A lot of young couples coming up from
the city wind up at ReStore seeking furniture
for their upstate second homes, says Seikaly.
“Instead of going on Pottery Barn and buy-
ing something super boring, they can come in
here and buy something that’s really interest-

This gaggle of dolls came from a woman trying to get rid of her mother’s collection.
Seikaly says that most people who come into the story consider the dolls to be
“super creepy,” but she would never allow them to be thrown away. “Every now and
again you get someone who appreciates dolls,” she says.
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ACCOUNTANT

Bradlyn Matican,

Insight Cipher
845/276-3773
InsightCipher.com
Ei Insight Cipher LLC
@ Insight.Cipher

BEST PLACE TO WORK

The Center for Discovery
31 Kinnebrook Road

Harris, NY 12742

845/794-1400
thecenterfordiscovery.org

K thecenterfordiscoveryofficial
@ thecenterfordiscovery

BOUTIQUE

Funky Hippy Chic Boutique
679 Resorts World Drive
Monticello, NY 12701
845/798-1488
funkyhippychicboutique.com

Ei thefunkyhippychicboutique

@ funkyhippychic

CHIMNEY SERVICE
A+ Chimney Sweep

82 W. Peenpack Trail
Sparrowbush, NY 12780
845/981-9415
apluschimneyny.com

Ed AChimneySweep1

CIVICCLUB/
ORGANIZATION

Tusten Social

90 Main Street
Narrowsburg, NY 12764
917/509-4726
tustensocial.org

i tusten_social

COLLECTABLES

Moonriver Antiques

7 Erie Avenue #114
Narrowsburg, NY 12764
917/882-3067
moonriverinnantiques.com
Ed moonriver_antiques

FAMILY NIGHT OUT

4 Grills Cider Company
582 State Route 55

Eldred, NY 12732
914/357-5843
monteleonegardens.com
K1 monteleonegardens:

(@ monteleone_gardens

@ 4grillsciderco

FARM -
PICK-YOUR-OWN

Soons Orchard

23 Soons Circle

New Hampton, NY 10958
845/374-5471
soonsorchards.com

1 SoonsOrchards

Looking for more of
the BEST
the Upper Delaware
has to offer?
Scan the QR code!

GROCERY STORE

Pecks Market

Callicoon, 845/887-5090

Eldred, 845/557-6315
Jeffersonville, 845/482-3800
Livingston Manor, 845/439-4091
Foodtown.com

1 foodtown.com

HOLISTIC PRACTITIONER

Heritage Natural Health

and Wellness, LLC

20 Texas Palmyra Highway

Hawley, PA 18428

570/470-4235
heritagenaturalhealtherlinesslic.com

rt the BEST the U

HOME BUILDER

Martell Builders

1 Eagle Court
Sparrowbush, NY 12780
845/856-7951
martellhomebuilders.com

KIDS DAY CAMP

Camp White Stag
146 Swendsen Road
Tyler Hill, PA 18469
732/325-7488
campwhitestag.com
Ei campwhitestag

LAW FIRM

Rourke Law
25 Darbee Lane
Liberty, NY 12754
845/292-2000
Rourkelaw.com
K rourkelaw

LIVE MUSIC - SMALL SPACE

The Cooperage Project
1030 Main Street
Honesdale, PA 18431
570/252-2020
thecooperageproject.org

i thecooperageproject

INg * community

LUMBERYARD

Callicoon Supply
4491 State Route 17-B
Callicoon, NY 12723
845/887-4804

MORTGAGE

COMPANY

Jeff Bank

4864 State Route 52
Jeffersonville, NY 12748
845/482-4000
jeff.bank

I jeffersonvillebank
(@ jeff.bank.1913

OVERNIGHT CAMP

Frost Valley YMCA
2000 Frost Valley Road
Claryville, NY 12725
845/985-2291
frostvalley.org

i frostvalleyymca

PHYSICAL THERAPY

Comprehensive
Physical Therapy, Inc.
Honesdale, 570/251-3499
Hawley, 570/226-7303
Carbondale, 570/282-3302
Forest City, 570/785-2018
Dunmore, 570/342-5333
cptrehab.net

K cptrehab

PET OBEDIENCE
TRAINING

True Companion
Dog Training

186 Skylake Road
Tyler Hill, PA 18469
570/224-6725
tcdtpa.com

PET STORE

Fins and Feathers
222 Willow Avenue
Honesdale, PA 18431
finsandfeatherspa.com
i finsandfeathersincpa
@ fins-and-feathers-inc

SHORT-TERM

RENTAL

The Honesdale Loft
809 Main Street

Honesdale, PA 18431
airbnb.com/h/honesdaleloft
i thehonesdaleloft

@ honesdaleloft

SUMMER CAMP

Koinonia

165 Lakeview Drive Road
Highland Lake, NY 12743
845/456-0214
koinoniany.org

K1 KoinoniaNY

(@ koinoniahighlandlake



	01OCH 2025_01
	01OCH 2025_02
	01OCH 2025_03
	01OCH 2025_04
	01OCH 2025_05
	01OCH 2025_06
	01OCH 2025_07
	01OCH 2025_08
	01OCH 2025_09
	01OCH 2025_10
	01OCH 2025_11
	01OCH 2025_12
	01OCH 2025_13
	01OCH 2025_14
	01OCH 2025_15
	01OCH 2025_16
	01OCH 2025_17
	01OCH 2025_18
	01OCH 2025_19
	01OCH 2025_20
	01OCH 2025_21
	01OCH 2025_22
	01OCH 2025_23
	01OCH 2025_24

