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BEST VISITORS’ GUIDE

Looking for more of the BEST 
the Upper Delaware has to offer?

Scan the QR code!

GROCERY STORE
Peck’s Markets
Callicoon, 845/887-5090 
Eldred, 845/557-6315 
Jeffersonville, 845/482-3800 
Livingston Manor, 845/439-4091 
Foodtown.com

 foodtown.com  

RADIO STATION
WJFF - Radio Catskill
845/482-4141
2758 State Route 52
Liberty, NY 12754
wjffradio.org

 wjffradio

PET STORE
Fins & Feathers
570/253-3132
222 Willow Avenue
Honesdale, PA 18431
finsandfeatherspa.com

 finsandfeathersIncpa
 fins-and-feathers-inc

CAMPGROUND
Keen Lake Camping 
& Cottage Resort
570/488-6161
155 Keen Lake Road
Waymart, PA 18472
keenlake.com

 KeenLakeResort
 keenlakeresort

PHYSICAL THERAPY
Comprehensive 
Physical Therapy, Inc.
570/226-7303
103 Spruce Street
Hawley, PA 18428
cptrehab.net

 cptrehab

KIDS DAY CAMP
Camp White Stag
845/202-3474
146 Swendsen Road
Tyler Hill, PA 18469
campwhitestag.com

 campwhitestag

FARM - PICK-
YOUR-OWN
Soons Orchards
845/374-5471
23 Soons Circle
New Hampton, NY 10958
soonsorchards.com

 SoonsOrchards

FLEA MARKET
Stormville Airport Antique 
Show and Flea Market
845/221-6561
428 Route 216
Stormville, NY 12582
Stormvilleairportfleamarkets.com

 StormvilleFleaMkt

HVAC
Olsen Mechanical Inc
570/685-4490
849 Rt 434
Greeley, PA 18425
olsenmech.com

 Olsenmechanicalinc

MODULAR HOMES
Martell Builders
845/856-7951
1 Eagle Court
Sparrowbush, NY 12780
martellhomebuilders.com

 martellbuilders
 martellbuilders

PET BOARDING
True Companion  
Dog Training
570/224-6725
186 Skylake Road
Tyler Hill, PA 18469
Tcdtpa@aol.com

PLACE TO HAVE 
A FIRST DATE
Dropshots Pickleball
570/228-2855
8 Riverside Drive
White Mills, PA 18473
dropshotspb.com

 DropshotsPickleball
 dropshotspb

LAWN & GARDEN 
EQUIPMENT
John H. Eschenberg, Inc
845/887-5350
3965 State Route 17b
Callicoon, NY 12723
johneschenberg.com

CBD DISPENSARY/
CANNABIS
Bethel Buds
845/250-4145
1577 NY 17B
White Lake, NY 12786
bethelbuds.com

GENERAL STORE
Neversink 
General Store
845/985-2076
4 Schumway Road
Neversink, NY 12765
NeversinkGeneralStore.com

 NeversinkGeneralStore
 neversinkgeneralstore

LIVE THEATRE
Forestburgh Playhouse
845/794-2005
39 Forestburgh Road
Forestburgh, NY 12777
fbplayhouse.org

 ForestburghPlayhouse
 fbplayhouse

MAPLE SYRUP
Diehl Homestead Farm
845/796-8867 • 845/482-5047
93 Diehl Road
Callicoon, NY 12723
diehlsmaple.square.site

 diehlssyrup

HEATING FUEL 
COMPANY
Cochecton Oil & Propane
845/932-8483
6978 Route 52
Cochecton, NY 12726
cochectonoil-propane.com

 cochectonoilandpropane
 Cochectonoil_propane

BANK
Jeff Bank
845/482-4000
4864 State Route 52
Jeffersonville, NY 12748
jeff.bank

 jeffersonvillebank
 jeff.bank.1913

food • people & places • shopping • community
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Annemarie Schuetz will help keep us 
safe with tips on ticks and Lyme disease 
(did you know that Wayne County has the 
26th highest Lyme rate in the country?). 
Then, we’ll visit Lackawaxen to meet 
Devin Devine, a stonemason specializing 
in an individual, “lithadelic” style. 

We’ll then take a look to the past, revis-
iting a conversation Schuetz had with artist 
Susan Cottle in 2019. We’ll wrap up with 
some winterization tips from Barbara Win-
field. Together, they’ll help turn your mind 
to the steps that will help give you an in-
viting abode for your seasonal hibernation. 

Thank you for reading! We hope the sea-
son finds you safe and warm. 

Liam Mayo
Section Editor

Our Country Home, a special publication of 
the River Reporter, is published by  

Stuart Communications, Inc. 
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A close-up on a lithadelic sphere shows the way 
the rocks stack one on another to form swirls. 

As October winds down, the flush of au-
tumn colors has already come and gone. 
The days still remember a touch of sum-
mer’s warmth, but the nights have forgot-
ten it, looking ahead already to the winter 
to come. 

Even so, there are plenty of brilliant, 
crisp days yet to come before the snow sets 
in and the sun will start setting early in the 
afternoon. It’s time to make the most of it 
while there’s still some of it to be made the 
most of, while the outdoors isn’t yet active-
ly hostile to human existence. 

Patrick Kelly starts readers off with an in-
troduction to the Catskill Mountainkeeper 
Trail Steward program, which helps ensure 
visitors engage with the natural world ful-
ly and responsibly. (Watch out for photos 
from Sonia Ahmed!) Maria Grimaldi offers 
up musings on native plants and on autum-
al cooking, with suggestions for making a 
warming seasonal chili. 

Publication Date: October 29, 2026

Making the most of it

SCHEDULE A TOUR
BY APPT ONLINE

www.BuckBrookAlpacas.com

FARM

THE AT BUCK BROOK

A PEACEFUL RETREAT AMONGST THE ALPACA

SEE AIRBNB.COM OR CALL THE FARM

LOFT

MODERN
At Buck Brook Alpacas

HOME    APPAREL
ACCESSORIES

KIDS     MODERN

(845) 807-3104

New Homes
Log Homes
Additions
Kitchens

Siding
Garages

Windows
Drywall

Metal Studs
Acoustical

Ceilings
Jacking/Leveling

845-292-2686  
Liberty, NY  Insured & Established 1985

www.tkconst.com

It’s Your 
HOME...
Have It 
Done RightResidential & Commercial



4 • FALL 2026 OUR COUNTRY HOME A RIVER REPORTER MAGAZINE

Thompson Sanitation
Waste Management and Recycling Service Since 1986

 845-796-1032

Fall Cleanup Fall Cleanup 
Made Easy  Made Easy  

Time for a Roll-Off?Time for a Roll-Off?Time for a Roll-Off?Time for a Roll-Off?

Whether you’re cleaning out your 

home, garage, attic, basement, 

or getting ready for the holidays...

THOMPSON SANITATION 

IS HERE TO HELP! 






Sullivan County’s 
#1 Garbage & Recycling for over 40 years

Same Owner / Operator

Competitive Pricing & Superior Service

Servicing Local Communities 
Throughout ALL of Sullivan County

Keeping Jobs and Money in Sullivan County 

RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM • ROLL-OFFS
COMMERCIAL • SPECIAL CLEAN-UPS

Clean out your home, garage, 

basement or business 

and get ready for the holidays! Don’t get left Don’t get left 
on the curb!on the curb!

Call Thompson Sanitation TODAY

thompsonsanitation.net 

Local Service You Can Count On! 
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By PATRICK KELLY

TOWN OF ROCKLAND, NY — Deep in the beauty of 
the Town of Rockland lies the Beaverkill Covered Bridge, 
one of the four covered bridges in Sullivan County that is 
still standing. The dark wood of which it is made is in stark 
contrast to the vibrant nature that surrounds it. Approach-
ing it, one feels like one has stepped into a postcard. Its 
tranquil beauty is a testament to rural life. It’s no wonder 
that for countless people it serves as a popular tourist des-
tination.

However, as people visit the area, there come the side 
effects. Traffic to the area results in several unintended con-
sequences, such as litter on trails or in waterways, or even 
people getting lost or hurt. Fortunately, a group of volun-
teers is ready to face these consequences and make sure 
that visitors to the Catskills stay safe and keep the nature 
around us pristine.

Enter the Catskill Mountainkeeper Trail Steward pro-
gram. Local organization Catskill Mountainkeeper, in part-
nership with the Catskill Center and the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation, has stewards 
at popular scenic destinations across the Catskills. For six 
years now, the trail stewards set up at the beautiful spots 
in the Catskills, including the Beaverkill Covered Bridge, 
Big Pond Trailhead and Alder Lake, from May to October. 

“Informed and low-impact visitorship to the Catskill 
Park is critical to the health and sustainability of our natu-
ral environment,” the website for the program reads. “Each 
year, Catskill Mountainkeeper Stewards engage with visi-
tors on how to responsibly enjoy the Park and respect our 
natural world.”

Austin Schneider, one of the stewards, said that he got 
involved with the program after he started his own trail 
maintenance company Catskill Trail Resources. Schneider 
said he enjoys the conservation-and-environmental protec-

tion side of the job.
“During the pandemic, I was living at a Tibetan retreat 

center and everything got shut down, so I was working on 
the trails there, and someone asked me to do the trails at 
their house, and then one of their neighbors asked me, so I 
started this trail maintenance company, and then in 2025, 
someone just sent me a link to apply for this, which is more 
of a conservation side of it, which I’m deeply interested 
in,” Schneider said. “So I applied and I got the job because 
I spend a lot of time in the woods, and it’s been great. Actu-
ally, it’s been really restful doing this instead of shoveling 
things on the side of a mountain.”

Victoria Gershik-Thompson, another trail steward, said 
she was an environmentalist and was looking for a way 
to be more involved in the area. “I worked for a farmer 
named Eugene, and he works for Catskill Mountainkeep-
er, and he was telling me about Catskill Mountainkeeper,” 
Gershik-Thompson said.

Gershik-Thompson did more research into the organiza-
tion, then discovered the stewards program, which seemed 
right up her alley. She said, “When 2026 came up, I saw 
that they were hiring Catskill stewards, and I was like ‘Oh, 
that’s interesting.’ I wanted to get involved somehow lo-
cally, and so I applied. I care about the environment; I care 
about environmental education with kids especially.” 
Responsibilities and rescues 

The trail stewards have many responsibilities. In addition 
to keeping the area beautiful, noting damage to the trails 
and taking metrics of who visits the locations where they 
are stationed, stewards perform outreach and education 
about wilderness topics and how to make sure that these 
areas of natural beauty stay beautiful.

“One of my biggest [responsibilities] is greeting visitors. 
Say ‘Hi, we’re here,”’ Gershik-Thompson said. “Also shar-
ing Leave No Trace principles, and offering information if 

they have any questions, like any trail questions. We have 
maps, and a lot of times people will say ‘I didn’t come pre-
pared.’ So  it’s good for us to have. So I would say [our 
responsibilities are] giving and providing information that 
is supportive to people’s journeys in the woods, Leave No 
Trace principles and greeting people.”

“It’s less of a customer service thing because we’re not 
selling anything other than knowledge for free,” Schneider 
said. “If anyone gets hurt, we’re trained for wilderness res-
cue medicine, wilderness first aid. We’re instructors for the 
Leave No Trace principles. I think [we] really set a good 
example and just have a presence here of someone who you 
know will pick up trash or answer questions or show a map 
or suggest other spots in the area.”

Schneider said that one of the benefits of being a trail 
steward was seeing everyone enjoy nature, and getting to 
share that experience with them.

“I was here for Fourth of July two years in a row, and it 
was just a huge party. You know, just the barbecue smoke 
was just thick in the air. It smelled so good. People feed us. 
Everyone’s happy.”

It’s not all barbecues in good times however. When they 
are called for, the stewards jump into action to help. Ger-
shik-Thompson shared one such story, in which a woman 
lost her friend in the woods and couldn’t find her.

“We were closing our shift at Alder Lake, and we saw a 
woman walking back and forth, looking a little frantic. She 
had come in with a friend, and she hadn’t seen her friend 
for four hours,” Gershik-Thompson said. “So we’re like, 
‘OK, wow, this is our job.’ We’re supposed to stop at four, 
but we can’t because we need to go seek help because she 
doesn’t know where her friend is.”

Gershik-Thompson and Schneider went to work. She 
traveled to Little Pond to phone the ranger and inform them 
of the situation. The woman who lost her friend 

Watching the woodsWatching the woods
Trail stewards keep Trail stewards keep 
visitors safe and our visitors safe and our 
wilderness beautifulwilderness beautiful

RR photo by Sonia Ahmed
Beaverkill covered bridge is one of the locations at which the park stewards help out. 

¬ Page 7

The seven Leave No 
Trace principles

•	 Plan ahead and prepare
•	 Travel and camp on durable 

surfaces
•	 Dispose of waste properly
•	 Leave what you find
•	 Minimize campfire impacts
•	 Respect wildlife
•	 Be considerate of other visitors
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Beautiful views,Beautiful views,
beautiful rooms.beautiful rooms.

23085 State Highway 97, Hancock, NY 13783 • 607-637-2989
EV & Pet Friendly Motel

Overlooking the beautiful Delaware RiverOverlooking the beautiful Delaware River

Hunters welcomeHunters welcome
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countryhouserealty.com

#1 in sales volume
Sullivan Co.

2023, 2024, 2025

47B Main Street
Livingston Manor

845.397.2590

had run back into the trails to find her miss-
ing friend.

“It was right at the end of the day,” 
Schneider said. “I remember I saw this guy 
on the trail and described the woman, the 
missing party, and he said he saw her way 
up by the fire tower, and we heard her back 
was hurting, and she didn’t have water, and 
it seemed like she went the wrong way. So 
that was kind of a full evening of the ranger 
contacting me again after I was home trying 
to find them.”

Schneider said that eventually the rang-
er found them. The friends did go camping 
that night, and the stewards found out they 
were fine, “because we saw them the next 
day here.”

“We had no idea what [happened], and 
then they just pulled up, and we were like, 
‘Hey, it’s them!’ At the same time, they 
were pointing, ‘Hey, it’s them!’ So that was 
nice,” Schneider said.

Gershik-Thompson said that the job of 
the stewards is to be there to support, but 
also to “let the authorities, like the rangers, 
know because really they do search and res-
cue.”

These are important responsibilities, and 
ones that can always use willing people 
to take up. Gershik-Thompson said that if 
people are interested in the environment 
and want to get involved locally, the stew-
ard program is a great way to do that.

“We encourage people to apply, espe-
cially younger folks, to apply for the stew-

WOODS    ¬ Page 5

ardship program to get involved in local 
environmental issues,” Gershik-Thomp-
son said. “We would love there to be more 
awareness that this program exists, so that 
people can get involved for next year. They 
always need more stewards.”

For more information about the program, 
visit www.catskillmountainkeeper.org/
catskill_stewardship.

RR photo by Sonia Ahmed
Park stewards Austin Schneider, left, and Victoria 
Gershik-Thompson, right, expressed their love 
for the parks on September 12.

182 Rockland Road • Roscoe, NY 12776182 Rockland Road • Roscoe, NY 12776
607-498-4130607-498-4130

Open 7 days a weekOpen 7 days a week
Happy hour daily  Happy hour daily  
from 4 PM to 6 PMfrom 4 PM to 6 PM
Daily specials  Daily specials  

Where hunting lies and Where hunting lies and 
fishing stories are toldfishing stories are told
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Callicoon (845) 887-4210 

www.mikepreis.com 
Jeffersonville (845) 482-5510 

 

 Personal ~ Commercial 

www.mikepreis.com 

 

Health & Benefits 

4898 State Route 52   
Jeffersonville 845.482.5510 

 
Personal • Commercial • Health & Benefits

4898 State Route 52

Personal Attention • Reasonable Fees
Real Estate • Matrimonial • Wills, Trusts & Estates

Susan L Gross 
Attorney at Law

845 791 8600                                       607 498 6111
7 St John Street Monticello                                1922 Old Rt. 17 Roscoe

www.susanlgross.com    susan@susanlgross.com

Bisland Agency, Inc.Bisland Agency, Inc.
General     Insurance

1681 Forestburgh Road, Glen Spey, NY 12737

845-845-6180

Heating Fuel    Kerosene    Diesel
570-253-1200

The Fast and Friendly Ones Since 1915  

www.FLFuels.comeyrHonesdale, PA

FIRMSTONE
LAKEWOOD

Automatic Delivery  Budget Plans  HEAP Provider

CREATE 
your space
BUILD 
your home
LIVE

your way

2679 Route 17M, Goshen, NY 
845–294–5663

Quality Custom Homes

hvhomesource.com
Serving the Tri-State and Catskill Regions

CREATE 
your space
BUILD 
your home
LIVE

your way

2679 Route 17M, Goshen, NY 
845–294–5663

Quality Custom Homes

hvhomesource.com
Serving the Tri-State and Catskill Regions

HVHomeSource.com

845-294-5663

Quality Custom Homes

Serving the Tri-State and Catskill Regions

	Certified NAHB Green Professional

	Energy Star Certified Builder

	Packages to meet everyone’s needs & budget,   
from starter homes to high-end custom builds

	In-House financing available

	Specializing in Residential, Multi-Family, and 
Commercial Modular construction

	All homes warranted for 10 years in writing

	Nationally award-winning homes

Superior service 
before and after the sale



FALL 2026 • 9A RIVER REPORTER MAGAZINE OUR COUNTRY HOME

By MARIA GRIMALDI

Isn’t autumn the most wonderful 
time of year here? The cooler days 
and nights are like a second spring 
and encourage renewed activity in 
the garden. The changing color of 
the leaves are a reminder of the clos-
ing of the season. In effect, nature 
is  laughing at our human efforts to 
repel winter and a winter’s accompa-
nying time of  forced rest.

It was a splendid year for the pe-
rennial border. The clematis refused 
to stop blooming and now  the wild 
clematis (known as virgins’ bower, 
a native FALL and fall blooming 
clematis) climbs the fences in the 
wild zones of my garden. The rose-
hips on the wild and cultivated ros-
es have proven an abundant crop for 
wild critters, especially for my “pet” 
wild birds who visit my feeders daily. 
Late-blooming jewelweed, a species 
of impatiens, continue to give suste-
nance to hummingbirds as they ready 
for their long trips south. Apples and 
pears cling to their parent trees await-
ing harvest as the nights get cooler 
promising an abundance of fruit for 
snacking, salads and sauces. 

 Many wild natives have migrated 
to the cultivated borders, like hardy 
native geraniums and violets as well 
as  low-growing, non-natives (such 
as Japanese spurge) which  have be-
come ground covers, too. Thankfully, 
they  have overtaken the lawn, along 
with precious forget-me-nots,  escap-
ing the dutiful efforts of landscapers 
to eradicate any lawn invaders.

Time to let go
Autumn in the northeastern re-

gion of the United States and Can-
ada is marked by a slow, beautiful 
change of green foliage to a riot of 
color, including vibrant reds, orang-
es, yellows and purples. The leaves 
formerly appeared green because 
of the presence of pigment of chlo-
rophyl. In temperate regions, cold 
winters pose a risk to the leaves of 
broadleaf deciduous trees and herba-
ceous perennials, so these plants drop 
their leaves in a controlled fashion to 
reduce injuries and conserve energy. 
This event is usually triggered by the 
declining day length and falling tem-
peratures of autumn.

Leaf abscission (the technical term 
for the dropping of leaves) begins 
with the degradation of chlorophyll. 
As the green fades, yellow and or-
ange pigments are revealed in the 
leaves along with shades of red and 
purple. Much of the most beautiful 
fall foliage features both types of 
pigment and as the season progress-
es, they begin to reveal themselves. 
Eventually all the leaves are dropped, 
and then the plant goes dormant 
above ground. The fruit trees as well 
will release their bounty if not taken 
early by squirrels and birds.

  Cooking in autumn 
As the nights grow cold and fall colors 
set in, a pot of chili shared with friends 
(perhaps enjoyed by a fire-warmed 
hearth) makes for a delightful way to use 
up the harvest gleaned from one’s garden 
or from the season’s farmers’ markets. 
I am not a major fan of chili—except at 
this time of year, when I am reminded of 
the ingredients found in the New World 
and discovered in 1492. It turns out that 
chili, as we know it today, is a fusion 
dish reflecting a mix of Native American, 
Spanish and, later, Texan influences. The 
best chili, with or without the addition 
of meat, is an example of the melding of 
different culinary traditions from both  
the old and the new world.
Making chili is a personal, intuitive 
process. For me, for four servings, it must 
include a couple of cups of sliced, colorful 
peppers (both sweet and hot) that call to 
me from the garden or markets, along 
with freshly chopped celery. Tomatoes 
and beans are necessary for me as well, 
and pinto beans (or cranberry beans, 
which may be grown here) are an ideal 
addition. Some  people may add corn, cut 
off the cob, when available, to sweeten 
up the celebrated stew of vegetables or 
carrots to do the same.

The cooking process  starts with a sauté 
of about one onion, red or white or both, 
and of course a couple of cloves of garlic. I 
use olive oil to sauté, but any vegetable oil 
would work with the flavors as well. Then, 
add the coarsely chopped vegetables; 
crushed tomatoes, fresh or canned;  and 
the beans, which are either pre-cooked 
or canned. It is at this point in the sauté’ 
that the  chopped meat of choice may be 
added. 
Next come the important flavorings. 
Cumin is necessary, along with decent 
quality chili power. If the mixture seems 
as if it needs more liquid, wine, beer, cider 
or broth may be added. 
Let it all simmer on the stove in a heavy 
pot for a couple of hours. The back of 
a wood stove is a customary place to 
simmer. 
Toward the end of the cooking process, 
fresh green herbs chopped fine should 
be added—consider cilantro, basil and 
oregano, dried or fresh. A squeeze of 
fresh lime brightens the chili, which may 
be served as is or topped with cheese of 
choice. 

RR photo by Maria Grimaldi
Flower boxes still bloom in the fall, though perennials and their roots are preparing for winter. 

Saying goodbye to summer

Why the Earth laughs at us in autumn

RR photo by Maria Grimaldi
Making chili is a personal, intuitive process, and the ingredients involved vary from person to 
person, chef to chef. They may include onions, tomatoes, beans and peppers in a variety of colors 
and flavors. 

¬ Page 10
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Still to do or not
There is an old saying that a garden 

weeded in the fall is weeded forever. For-
ever is a long time, but a garden that is 
well mulched with layers of newspaper or 
plain cardboard in the fall will be ready for 
planting in the spring without the need for 
weeding. In the spring when you are ready 
to plant, just  dig holes in the paper mulch 
to install your plants.

During winter, although plant activities 
are dormant, deeper in the ground, roots 
are still active communicating with each 
other through microbial activity. Autumn 
is also the time to plant spring blooming 
bulbs like scilla, daffodils, tulips and hya-
cinths, which are readily available at local 
garden centers or mail order sources. A tool 
known as a bulb planter (or a stick) may 
be used to dig, or “dibble,” a hole to ac-
commodate the bulb. The rule of thumb is 
that the bulb should be covered with about 
twice the amount of soil as its size. For ex-
ample, a two-inch bulb should be covered 
with about four inches of soil.
The harvest and celebration 
of the Columbus Exchange

October 12, formerly known as Colum-
bus Day and now officially known as Indig-
enous Peoples’ Day, offers an occasion to 
reflect on the cultural effects of that meet-
ing of peoples. 

The discovery of foods and spices in the 
West Indies helped create the mélange of 
foods that make up today’s nouvelle cui-
sine. The marriage of Old World foods with 
New World foods defies segregation in 
home or restaurant cuisine these days, from 
garnishes with foreign herbs like rosemary, 
thyme and parsley to the integral parts of 
a recipe that combine fruits and nuts like 
grapes, from Europe, and pistachios, from 
the Middle East. Corn marries chicken, 
and potatoes marry lamb, both meats from 
animals that were not here in 1492. From 
appetizers and beverages to desserts, there 
is rarely a meal created that does not reach 
across  oceans to incorporate old and new 
world food culture onto our table. 

What would chili be without the incor-
poration of peppers and tomatoes and ci-
lantro? Pina colada without pineapple and 
coconut? All of these are New World foods. 
Conversely,  how  about a glass of wine or 
beer with a hearty pasta or rice dish, rem-
iniscent of Spain or Italy, from the Old 
World? And could you imagine our food 
stores without Belgian and German choc-
olate brought to Europe from the Amazon, 
or morning coffee without beans brought to 
America from Ethiopia and Yemen? 

Inspired by nature, we are reminded 
at this time of year that it is not only the 
changing of seasons with their colors but 
the food plants  that remind us of the abil-
ity of plants and people to adapt to our ev-
er-changing environments. 

LAUGHS    ¬ Page 9
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By ANNEMARIE SCHUETZ

NEW YORK AND PENNSYLVANIA — Thinking there 
are more ticks this year than in the past? You’re right.

The TickZone app, a free daily tick-risk forecast, rates 
Wayne and Pike counties in PA and Sullivan County in 
New York for tick counts—and the rest of the country too, 
of course. 

TickZone combines CDC data at the county level for 
Lyme incidence and for tick surveillance; satellite land 
cover for each town (“Different ticks 
favor different ground: deer ticks live in 
dense forest and its leaf litter and meet 
people at the woods-lawn edge; dog ticks 
prefer open, grassy areas and trail edg-
es; lone star ticks favor brushy edges and 
coastal scrub,” TickZone notes); and dai-
ly weather, because temperatures in par-
ticular matter. In other words, each score 
is a “comprehensive hazard over the ticks 
that bite people here,” and is out of 100 
total. 
Lyme disease

Wayne County has the 26th highest 
Lyme rate in the country. According to 
the CDC, the county’s rate was 411 cas-
es per 100,000, which also makes it the 
fourth highest of the state’s 67 counties. 

In Pike County, the CDC Lyme rate 
was 216 per 100,000, the 17th highest of 
Pennsylvania’s 67 counties and the 121st 
highest in the country, said Nathan Bur-
nett, founder of TickZone.

Deer ticks spread Lyme disease; lone 
star ticks (also found here) cause alpha-gal syndrome.

New York isn’t a tick-free place: Back in the summer, 
TickZone found that the towns of Forestburgh, Highland, 
Lumberland, Rockland and Tusten led Sullivan County 
for ticks and Lyme; the CDC Lyme rate was 393 cases per 
100,000 people. 

That rate was the 33rd highest of the 3,122 counties in 
the country, said Burnett. 

And now? The official disease rates haven’t changed—
the latest CDC data is from 2023. But realistically, things 
are probably better now that it’s October. We’ve settled 
down at a moderate risk overall, but adult deer ticks are 
still out and about. 
Can’t keep a good 
tick down: Get local

TickZone recommends focus-
ing on local tick data for a solid 
rating of risk. 

Picking utterly randomly—
yes, sure, nothing to do with 
where potential tick fodder I 
know live:

Pennsylvania
Honesdale Borough—Oooh: 

52 as of late September. “Cool 
air slows ticks down, but they 
still climb the grass to quest on 
days like this. A check after time 
outside is smart.” Honesdale has 
deer ticks and just a tiny number 
of American dog ticks. 

Lackawaxen Township—Not bad, not bad: 48. But the 
ticks are still active, so it’s always wise to do a tick check 
after you’ve been outdoors amongst the greenery. (Pike 
County, by the way, is home to the deer tick, the dog tick, 
the lone star tick AND regionally the brown dog tick.)

New York 
It’s home to the deer tick, the lone star tick and the Amer-

ican dog tick.
Here too, the ticks are slowing down, but the adult deer 

tick at least is still active into November. 
Forestburg, Highland, Lumberland, 

Rockland and Tusten led Sullivan Coun-
ty for ticks and that’s still the case (con-
sider all the forests there!). The rate is 62 
out of 100 for Forestburgh, 64 in High-
land, 60 in Lumberland, 53 in Rockland 
and 61 in Tusten.  

The highest-risk towns in the state, by 
the way, are in Otsego and next-door-
neighbor Delaware County (Hancock, 
Colchester and Tompkins). 

So what do we take from all these 
numbers? The ticks aren’t gone until it’s 
reliably cold, and they’ll be back as soon 
as things warm up. 

Even if you’re not thinking about ticks 
in your own skin, consider your animals 
(see sidebar, at right). Precaution doesn’t 
hurt and it can pay dividends. 

A tiny, bitey plague on humanity
It might be October, but ticks, they are eternal. 
So let’s play with a tick app and learn what’s out there.

Link box
To learn more about Lyme 
disease, visit www.cdc.gov/lyme/
index.html.
And for pets, visit www.avma.
org/resources-tools/pet-owners/
petcare/lyme-disease-dogs,
 www.vet.cornell.edu/animal-
health-diagnostic-center/
testing-laboratories/serology-
immunology/lyme-disease, and
 www.vet.cornell.edu/
departments-centers-and-
institutes/cornell-feline-health-
center/health-information/
feline-health-topics/lyme-disease-
potential-unlikely-problem-cats.

I don’t want a tick!
Who does? To learn more, visit tickzone.app/guides, 
ticklab.org and sullivancce.org/environment/invasive-
pests/deer-tick to learn about symptoms of tick-borne 
illnesses, safe removal of ticks and much more.

Pets can get Lyme
Tick checks matter for your pets too. The American 
Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) says that while 
animals such as dogs, cats and horses can be infected 
with the bacteria that causes Lyme disease (Borrelia 
burgdorferi), dogs are far less likely to become ill—the 
AVMA says the percentage is about five to 10 percent of 
infected dogs. 
Cornell University’s College of Veterinary Medicine adds 
the following:
“Dogs can display several forms of Lyme disease, but 
the most common symptoms are lameness, swollen 
lymph nodes, joint swelling, fatigue and loss of appetite. 
In addition, serious kidney complications have been 
associated with Lyme disease in dogs.”
And for horses, it continues, “Clinical signs of Lyme disease 
in horses include shifting-leg lameness, generalized 
stiffness, hypersensitivity to touch, weight loss and poor 
performance. Sometimes, the bacteria can infect the 
central nervous system, leading to neurologic symptoms.”
Cornell’s Feline Health Center notes that while cats can 
theoretically become ill with Lyme disease, it hasn’t 
happened outside of a laboratory setting. However, if 
during tick season, your cat develops fever, lethargy, 
diminished appetite, and apparently painful stiffness and 
swelling in the muscles and joints, you should call your vet 
immediately. “Studies in the laboratory setting show that 
cats that are treated promptly have a very good chance of 
full recovery,” the Feline Health Center said.

Photo by Robert Webster / xpda.com / CC-BY-SA-4.0
It’s the “lone star” tick, not the Lone Star tick, and it’s indigenous 
to the eastern U.S. as well as other places. Known for alpha-gal 
syndrome.

Photo by Sam Droege, Creative Commons 
Attribution 2.0 Generic license

Nope, I can’t top this caption, provid-
ed by the photographer to Flickr and 
Wikipedia: “The dog tick, Dermacen-
tor variabilis, in its splendor of beet 
overtones and resistance to vilification. 
Found crawling on me in Beltsville,” in 
Maryland.

Image by the National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic Infec-
tious Diseases (U.S.). Division of Vector-Borne Diseases.

Photo by James Gathany, CDC
An adult female Asian longhorned tick, just hanging out on a plant 
stem.

Photo by Scott Bauer, Agricultural Research Service, USDA, from Wikimedia Commons
The well known and questionably loved deer tick
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ANDERSEN’S  
MAPLE FARM

Long Eddy, NY
Callicoon Farmers Market • May - October

Every Sunday 11am - 2pm

845-887-4817

Maple Products
Freezer Beef & Pork, Pumpkins and Vegetables

andersensmaplefarm@gmail.comLike and Follow

Family Owned & Operated since 1959

6978 Rte. 52    Cochecton, NY 12726
cochectonoil-propane.com

(845) 932-8483
Voted BEST Heating Fuel Company

Fuel Oil       Propane      Kerosene
On-Road Diesel     Off-Road Diesel

Free Estimates
Installations • Propane Tanks

Propane Service Work
Emergency Deliveries

HEAP Accepted
Discount Farm Fuel

VanGorders.com

BEAUTIFUL  
LAKE WALLENPAUPACK • PA

Route 6 
570-226-9726

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN 
HONESDALE • PA

Church & 6th Sts.
570-253-1860

CHARMING MILFORD • PA

Route 2001 
(Water St.)

570-296-9610
 Over 400 Exhibitors

STORMVILLE
AIRPORT

ANTIQUE SHOW & FLEA MARKET
November 7

Vendor Space Available, 845-221-6561
428 Route 216 Stormville, NY

Free Admission & Parking
www.stormvilleairportfleamarkets.com

As seen on HGTV Flea Market Flip

Now in its 

56th Year!

8am to 4pm
Rain or Shine • No Pets

Google Review:
     stars   a month ago

Debra from The Meagher 
Agency was wonderful 

to work with. She 
went over our policies 
carefully and was able 
to save us money on 

our car insurance and 
our homeowners policy. 

Thank you!

416 Main Street • Honesdale, PA
570.253.0466 • 800.239.0466

416 Main Street • Honesdale, PA • 570.253.0466

Paul Meagher Sr. and Paul Meagher Jr.
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A lithadelic sphereA lithadelic sphere

By LIAM MAYO
LACKAWAXEN, PA — Turn off a quiet 

Lackawaxen back road onto a long driveway, follow it 

past its attached house through the woods and through 

a long clearing open to the sky, and the dirt road, worn 

with bumps and crevices, will bring you, ultimately, to 

a sole, multifaceted stone sphere. 
This unique, lithadelic sculpture was created by 

Devin Devine, a stonemason and artist who has made 

a practice of drawing art up from the ground. ¬ Page 15
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*With credit approval through 
Synchrony Financial

Professional Service 
for Over 30 Years

0% Financing

"Where comfort and peace of mind 
are more affordable than you think."

GORINKERINC.COM          570-698-9696

Automa�c Generators
Ba�ery Storage Systems
Ductless Hea�ng & Cooling
Electrical Services

All Pressure Treated and Cedar Products, 
Paint Supplies, All Masons,

Plumbing and Electrical Supplies,
Carpet, Cabinetry, and Hardware.

Owens Corning Blown-in Insulation,
Boom Service Available

The Kubenik Family • Rte. 52, Jeffersonville, NY 12748

�������������������������
������������

Established 1907

��
��
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Merrell Benco 
Insurance Agency
Personal & Business Coverage

67 East Broadway,
Monticello, NY 12701

845-796-1500 • 845-292-2100

mbagency.com

BRIM RECYCLERS 
23 STATE RT. 211. CUDDLEBACKVILLE

845.754.7671

Green for the Planet.
Green for your Wallet.

We Pick Up, We Pay, We Recycle.

USED AUTO PARTS & CONTAINER SERVICE

$$ JUNK VEHICLES $$

Unbelievable prices for Copper, Brass, Aluminum, Batteries,  Metal, 
Appliances, Stoves, Washers, Dryers,  Radiators, Cast Iron, Steel 

AND MORE

William Chellis, Esq. 
Attorney

27 Maple Avenue 
Jeffersonville, NY 12748

845-482-3405 • chellislaw.com
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Swirling stone
Devine has been drawing since he was young. He would draw 

things “from science fiction and comic books and what not—
like planets, Jupiter, and alien planets, as well as our own planet 
Gaia as seen from outer space, swirling lines of cloud cover, and 
under that, you have similar lines and formations geologically.”

However, he did not immediately translate that talent into an 
artistic practice. He started working as a commercial stonemason 
29 years ago, building stone walls and the like. 

Some time later, “When I started my own business, I thought, 
‘OK, I’m going to have more time’” for artistic endeavors, he 
said. “That’s a joke—any small-business person knows that’s a 
joke. Before I started, I thought I’m going to have more time to 
dedicate to my stories and drawings, but instead, eventually, I 
started doing artistic stuff with my stonework.”

Devine’s artistic practice brings together his skills as a stone-
mason and his artistic interests into a style defined by swirling, 
varicolored patterns, a style he calls “lithadelic.” The word is 
coined from “lithos,” meaning “stone,” and “delic,” meaning 
“make visible” but, in this case, referring back to “psychedelic.”

The lithadelic spheres are one of his signature types of piec-
es, with stone stacked on stone to create a shifting orb. Devine 
also does a variety of other types of stonework, including rustic 
benches, newly-created “ancient” ruins and cairns. 
Art and craft

The making of a stone sphere starts with the gathering of the 
materials. 

In Devine’s more commercial work, he ends up with a lot of 
scrap stone. These scraps get set aside to be repurposed into ar-
tistic creations. 

SPHERE    ¬ Page 13

RR photos by Liam Mayo
Devin Devine poses with one of his lithadelic stone swirls. 

Viewing the rocky surface of a lithadelic sphere can bring one to amazement. ¬ Page 17
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9 Sheri Lane, Youngsville, NY 12791
3656 Main Street, Stone Ridge, NY 12484 IG: @

upstateplaceny | alan@upstate-place.com

9 Sheri Lane, Youngsville, NY 12791
3656 Main Street, Stone Ridge, NY 12484 

catskill-concierge.com | Alan@catskill-concierge.com

The Catskills & Hudson Valley’s Premier 
Vacation Rental Management Company

What sets us apart?
24-hour In-house Manned Message Board • In-house Handyman • Full Transparency for Owners  

Immediate Superhost and Premier Host Status for Every Listing • No Set-Up Fee

Contact us at: (845) 288-2650

Part of Catskill Concierge Group 
Celebrating 10 years in business 

“Experience Matters”

Contact us at: (845)288-2650

Thank You for voting us the Best 
Modular Home Builder!

ROURKELAW.COM
INFO@ROURKELAW.COM

ROURKE LAW

SULLIVAN / LIBERTY
25 DARBEE LANE, LIBERTY, NY 12754

845-292-2000
Troy J. Johnstone, Esq. • Neil L. Spector, Esq.

Jennifer Rourke • Nancy Esposito
Renee Call • Deana Fritz • Keri Ann Poley

Good Counsel by Good People
Brian P. Rourke, Managing Partner

DELAWARE / WALTON
44 WEST STREET, SUITE 6

WALTON, NY 13856

607-278-2500
Tim McCausland, Esq.
Gary G. Grayson, Esq.

Jessica Delbalso

ULSTER / ELLENVILLE
130 SOUTH MAIN STREET

ELLENVILLE, NY 12428

845-647-4000
William H. Collier III, Esq.
Gayle Grogan • Linda Cole

Irene Simmons
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Wherever the stone comes from, Devine 
pays attention to its origins as he puts it to-
gether into the sculpture. He uses a lot of 
local stone, tieing his sculptures to the ge-
ology of the region. 

“I can literally point to all these and tell 
you where they come from,” he said, ges-
turing at the lithadelic sphere. “The major-
ity of the stone is bluestone from the land 
and bluestone left over from my job sites, 
burgundy stone native to me, and yellow 
stone is from Scranton,” he said. “It’s all 
local material, pretty much—there are 
[exceptions]; this is granite countertop, re-
claimed bits.”

The stones themselves come together 
into a sphere with the employment of tech-
niques from Devine’s work as a commer-
cial stone mason. Devine builds dry stone 
walls—that’s stone walls built by careful 
tacking, without the use of mortar—and 
the spheres are built according to the same 
principles. “Stones go all the way through; 
it’s not hollow or anything like that,” he 
said. “It’s built so its own gravity will hold 
it together.”

Some of those principles have loosened 
over time. “Once upon a time, I was fairly 
insistent and dogmatical in that,” he said. 
“I wanted everybody to understand I could 
build this without mortar. In order to stay 
in business, and also for various [other] 
reasons, I have included mortar in some of 
them. People are paying good money for 
this; they want a permanent structure.”

The Lackawaxen sphere is the second 
he’s built for the same person’s commis-
sion, 13 years apart. The first sphere includ-
ed no mortar; while the commissioner gave 
him artistic free rein with both, he decided 
to include mortar in the more recent one be-
cause, due to its location, there was more 
risk that a tree would fall on it and injure it.

“Nowadays, what I’ve done is I insist that 
everything I build can stand without mor-
tar, even if there’s mortar added,” he said. 
Views and vantages

Being in the presence of the sphere is an 
exercise in subtle perception. 

Sunlight filters through the forest to fall 
in patches on the sphere, highlighting the 
colors of the stonework or plunging them 
into shadow. The colors of the stonework 
shift as you make your way around the 
sculpture: one side is purple with a yellow 
inlay, another is blue with a purple inlay, 
a third is olive green with a burgundy in-
lay. The colors are different, too, in the wet 
and in the dry, making for a different view-
ing experience depending on the weather. 
There are swirling lines and little dots of 
sparkling stone, distinct from their sur-
roundings, and lines that pull away into the 
ground, into the earth, grounding the sphere 
in the land from which came the rocks that 
give it substance.

It’s a distinctive form of art, and it’s one 
that Devine makes his own. 

“I love it,” he said. “This is what I do. 
This is what I live for, now.”

RR photo by Liam Mayo
Devine insists that everything he builts can stand without mortar, even if there is mortar added for 
extra security, as there is with this sphere. 

SPHERE    ¬ Page 15

Dean Construction
Fully Insured Free Estimates

& Home Improvement Corp.

We provide professional installation of roof, siding, 
windows, doors, decks, gutters and so much more!

BEST 
CARPENTER (845) 866-1075

Mon-Fri 7am-5pm • Sat 8am-12pm
Sun 8am-12pm (through Nov. 2)  

13 Laurel Ave, South Fallsburg, NY
845-434-6161 • fax 845-434-6997

SERVING THE AREA SINCE 1908

Everything 
to build 

anything!

Rick Keller • Derrick Keller
845-482-5792 • 845-482-4535

kellerglassinc@gmail.com  
www.kellerglassspecialty.com

5036 State Route 52 Jeffersonville NY, 12748

Keller Glass Specialty, Inc.

Commercial and Residential Glass
Store Fronts / Solariums / Skylights

Replacement Windows / Mirrors / WG
Tub & Showers Enclosures

Table Tops / Thermopane / Tempered
Mirrors / Plexiglass Ins. Claims Serviced

 Auto Glass • Patio Doors • Store Fronts • Steel Exit Doors Auto Glass • Patio Doors • Store Fronts • Steel Exit Doors
Bathroom Enclosures • Aluminium Doors • Builders HardwareBathroom Enclosures • Aluminium Doors • Builders Hardware

 Vinyl Replacement Windows Vinyl Replacement Windows

Glass Leader Since 1930

187 Grandview Street, Honesdale PA 18431
570•253•2550
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Try this!
A white egg is never just white. 

Put the egg on a red cloth next to a 

yellow wall and shine a direct light on 

it. You will be surprised at all of the 

hues and values you see.

By ANNEMARIE SCHUETZ

HONESDALE, PA — On a gray Sat-
urday in September, Susan Cottle is 
surrounded by color, her work awash 
with the soft shades of the landscapes 
she loves. The places range from the 
American Southwest to the piazzas of 
northern Italy—a world of pinks, pur-
ples, blues and greens.

A professor at Parsons School of De-
sign and a painter with a background in 
classical figurative painting, Cottle was 
exhibiting at The Cooperage Project for 
its “Across the Delaware” exhibit Sep-
tember 14, which offered a good op-
portunity to follow up with 
her on thoughts about 
color.

Why ask an 
artist for input 
in a design 
m a g a z i n e ? 
Well, who 
knows color 
best? Artists 
are trained to 
see the many 
colors with-
in a color, and 
to use them “to 
create space or 
to communicate an 
idea or thought. It can 
be applied with subtlety for 
transition or contrast for emphasis,” 
Cottle said. “Color can be used to com-
municate expression, mood, or for visu-
al or conceptual contrast or emphasis.”

We all know the scientific definition: 
color is the perception of light wave-
lengths and vary based on the way 
they’re absorbed by the human eye. But 
to an artist, color is something at once 
completely pratical—a tool in their 
box—as well as something inexplica-
bly magical.

Paint me like one of Paint me like one of 
your French armoiresyour French armoires
From the archives: The art of color

Photos/paintings contributed by Susan Cottle
The soft yellows of Italy in Cottle’s painting “Piazza Pausa.”

¬ Page 21

Color has three properties: value, hue and 
saturation. Value is the degree of light or 
darkness of a color. Hue refers to the tem-
perature: how warm or cool it is.  Satura-
tion refers to how brilliant or how dull a 
color is.

Artists are interested in mixing color and 
in its “perceptual manifestation,” said Cot-
tle—investigating how those light wave-
lengths meet our eyes and brains and what 
happens afterward. 

How a color resonates in our minds and 
in our vision is “determined by its con-
text—by the colors around it,” she added. 
Two identical grays will appear to be dif-
ferent hues when placed on different col-

or backgrounds. This is what theorists 
call the law of simultaneous con-

trast,” she explained. 
 Part of the magic is that 
you really only need 

a few colors to paint 
the world. “We may 
choose to work with 
many colors on our 
palette, but we know 
that almost anything 
can be mixed using 

just the primary col-
ors plus white,” Cottle 

said.
And then there’s what 

you can do with that palette. 
Do you have a small room? The 

right juxtaposition of color “can create the 
illusion of deep or shallow space,” she said. 
“The value, hue and saturation all influence 
where something seems to sit in space.  For 
example, a bright- red stroke of paint out of 
the tube will appear closer than a duller or 
a green one.”  

Steven Beeson
NYS Licensed Real Estate Salesperson 
stevenbeeson@icloud.com
dianebutlerealestate.com

Office:  845-482-2523
Cell: 917-494-2854

Let’s Find Your 
New Home! 

NARROWSBURG 
MOTOR SALES INC.

Since 1945
Specializing in finding “What You Want”

Narrowsburg, NY
KATHLEEN JOHNSON

845-252-3959

Gluten-free, celiac safe, nut-free and delicious 
sweets and savories!

13 Lower Main St. Callicoon, NY
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 
or Call to Order 845-887-5137

countyroadbakery.com

stephenstuart.2000@gmail.com

845-701-9126

BUILDING 
A HEALTHY 
MATERIALS 

HOME?
I can offer guidance & oversight.
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Try 
this!

Go look at a tree trunk. Really look 
at it. How many colors are embedded 

in “brown”?  Walk around and see how the 
light changes the colors; how the unevenness 
of the bark changes it. Look at it on a cloudy 

day, a sunny day, at night-time with a 
flashlight. Take colored paper and hold it up 

next to a tree:  How does the proximity 
of the other color change what 

you’re looking at?

The desert, painted. Susan Cottle’s rendition of Arizona’s Painted Desert gets the many hues of the Southwest right.

PAINT    ¬ Page 19

You can paint, as Cottle does, 
or create torn-paper collages, 
as she also does. Or your 
canvas can be your home. 
Color can be on your 
walls, your floor, your 
ceiling. It can lurk in 
the objects you choose. 
In a room of soft blues, 
a bright spark here and 
there—maybe yellow or 
orange?—draws the eye.

As a painter on-site, Cottle 
would “mix color on the palette 
and apply the mixtures directly to 
the canvas. In the studio, I tend to build 
color by glazing—a slower process of lay-
ering translucent warm and cool colors.”

Would that layering work in the home, to 
create something subtle and beautiful in a 
room? Worth trying out. 

To begin thinking like an artist, “real-
ize that no color is perceived indepen-
dent of other colors.” Light colors are  
especially reflective, Cottle said. Spend 
some time looking at light colors next to 
other colors to get a sense of how they are 
affected. (See the try this! boxes).

She also suggested, “For those who are 
intimidated by color, print a color wheel.  
Read a few color-theory basics and start 
using triads, groups of three, to assemble 
colors. Look at examples by the masters 

¬ Page 23

WAYNE COUNTY WAYNE COUNTY 
READY MIX READY MIX 

CONCRETE CO.CONCRETE CO.
379 Grimms Road • Honesdale, Pa

570-253-4341
waynecoready@hotmail.com

CARINI CARINI 
PIZZERIA & RESTAURANTPIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

Pizza  •  Pasta
Subs  •  Salads

Closed Mondays & Tuesdays
112 Kirk Road

Narrowsburg, NY 12764

845-252-3338

3137 Route 17B
Cochecton, NY

845-932-8611

FOSTERDALE
EQUIPMENT 

CORPORATION

Hudson Valley United 
9 Bert Crawford Rd. 

Middletown NY 10940 
Each office is independently owned and operated. 

Peter Feinberg
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

845-866-1852 cell 845-610-6065 office
peterfeinberg.kw.com

pfeinberg@hvc.rr.com

Roll Off Containers 10, 20, and 30 Yard Dumpsters Available
PO Box 387 • Jeffersonville, NY

Refuse & Recyclable Pick-Up

845-482-0926

Jeff Sanitation

32 Lower Main Street, Suite 4
P.O. Box 182, Callicoon, New York 12723

P: (845) 887-1855 • F: (845) 203-4141
john@jtheadorelaw.com
www.jtheadorelaw.com
Admitted in NY & PA

JOHN R. THEADORE
ATTORNEY AT LAW, PLLC

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

45 Years of Experience 
& Quality Service

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
845-609-7139

TOWN & TOWN & 
COUNTRYCOUNTRY

PAVING & SEALCOATING
PO Box 268 • 6365 SR 52,

Cochecton, NY 12726
cochectonselfstorage@yahoo.com

845-932-5140
845-932-8232 fax

cochecton
self storage  llc

845-932-8232 fax

self storage
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Don't let a 
22-year-old 
influencer 
who just moved 
here six months 
ago dictate 
where the 
‘Best Pizza’ is.

Vote for YOUR favorites today!Vote for YOUR favorites today!
Scan the code 

and submit 
 your favorite 

 people, places, 
businesses 
and more! bit.ly/2026Best

BESTBESTBESTBEST
2027202720272027

of 2026of 2026

forfor
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“Grandma’s Gold Swivel Chair” utilizes yellows and blues.

Try 
this!

Says Susan Cottle: “Learning about color 
is eye-opening. The biggest challenge is to 

keep the painting balanced and unified.  You 
can achieve this through repetition of a color 

or form to create continuity.  Start with a limited 
palette and create a focal point —an area of 

slightly more contrast— with accentuation, using 
a higher contrast color near lower contrast 

colors, or use a set of complements 
together.  You always want details to 

be subordinate to the whole.”
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that you admire. Try to identify 
the basic, limited palette they 
work with. A good approach 
always is to work with a 
limited palette and explore 
variations and mixtures 
or those parent colors.”

Don’t be afraid to 
experiment. The best 
artists find their value 
when they color outside 
the lines.

 “The best way to learn 
about color is to start using 
it,” Cottle said. “Once you 
have mixed shadows using blue 
and orange or another comple-
mentary pair—opposites on the color 
wheel— you will never see a shadow as 
black again.”

Susan Cottle’s work is on display at Miss-
ing Pieces Gallery, 959 Main St. in Hones-
dale, PA, and on her website, https://susan-
cottle.com/about,where you can message 
her, see more paintings and learn about 
upcoming exhibitions.

This story originally ran in fall 2019. If 
you want to look back at more memories 
from a gentler, pre-pandemic time, visit 
https://riverreporter.com/stories/our-coun-
try-home-fall-2019,33779. 

Color use is individual, but here are a couple of broad categories.  
Which one appeals to you?  How would you take Cottle’s lessons and apply them to your home?

Color in the abstract
Be it Piet Mondrian, Pablo Picasso, or 
someone more modern, abstract art can 
leave you puzzling or utterly captivated. 
But it’s never forgettable.

“Abstract art is sometimes...  interpreted 
from something that was observed,” Cottle 
said. “The artist might juxtapose color and 
make color relationships that describe, 
or are a reaction to, or are independent 
of, the thing they observed.” A color can 
stand in for something else, she said, or 
can express feelings or thoughts. It can “be 
intuitive, exploratory, or experimental.”  

How would you apply that to a home? Is 
the orange wall just an orange wall, or 
does it conjure emotion or bring back a 
memory? 

Think about the kind of feeling you want 
visitors and dwellers alike to experience 
when they walk into a room. Not 
something specific one can point at, like a 
forest or a beach, but a feeling each person 
has experienced. A palette of warm teals 
and blues with dashes of reds and oranges 
may not be taken directly from the beaches 
of your vacation (you’re not painting 
seashell stencils on the wall) but they bring 
out warm, perhaps even sensual or sultry, 
memories in your guests. 

Representational art
The representational artist uses color to 
identify and describe nature, said Cottle, 
and can start with putting those colors on 
canvas. “But it does not stop there.  Each 
side of the tree is examined for variations 
of hue, value and saturation. There are 
variations in the pigmentation of the bark 
of the tree. The range of colors we see 
are influenced by time of day, weather 
and reflections of other members of the 
landscape: other trees, grass, water, sky.”

“We might perceive a rock as brown when it 
is on a lush green grass but take that same 
rock to a blanket of pine needles on the 
forest floor and now it seems green.”    

With a more representational palette 
for a room, you might be directly trying 
to connect the inside of your home with 
its external environment. In the Upper 
Delaware, maybe you’re adding dark river 
blues and forest greens, tree-bark browns 
and even ruddy oranges and muddy 
browns. 

Visitors at a desert church and the stained glass add bright color in “Desert Chapel.”
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A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE WAY TO SUPPORT THE 

RIVER REPORTER
Award-winning community-focused news and information.

Building bridges and finding solutions.

>> Your contribution supports 
enhanced news coverage on the 
local issues that matter most 
As well as...

• Youth News Initiative

DONATE DONATE 
TODAY!TODAY!

• The News 
   Ambassador program

• Media literacy workshops 
   & presentations

• Events and opportunities  
   for civic engagement

bit.ly/RSMFFdonate
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By BARBARA WINFIELD

Summer is over and there’s a chill in the 
air. This is a perfect time to prepare for win-
ter. Here is a to-do list that will keep you on 
track and leave you plenty of time to relax 
and enjoy a cup of hot cider when the first 
snow starts to fall.

1. Call your plumber or licensed heating 
contractor and have your furnace tuned up 
and cleaned.

2. Winterize air conditioners. Remove 
and store window units or fit them with a 
protective cover.

3. Consider replacing old or worn doors 
and windows with new energy-saving units. 
Do this before the weather gets too cold.

4. Have your chimneys and wood stoves 
cleaned by a professional certified chimney 
sweep. 

5. Stock up on firewood wood or pellets.

to help you get 
ready for winter2525T 

I 
P 
S

6. Check to see if you have enough heat-
ing oil and /or propane gas for the coming 
months.

7. Test and change batteries in smoke 
alarms, thermostats and garage door remote 
controls.

8. Invest in small room heaters to save 
on fuel oil. A small heater will allow you 
to close off parts of the house and heat one 
room at a time.

9. Make sure your humidifier is up and 
running. Clean it on a regular basis to pre-
vent it from becoming a breeding ground 
for bacteria.

10. Have your home inspected for mold, 
inside and out.

11. Finish up any outdoor painting proj-
ects on your list before the temperature 
drops.

12. Clean out the garage and sheds; do an 
inventory on seasonal tools.

13. Store small boats, kayaks, water sport 
and pool accessories in a dry place in the 
basement or garage.

14. Once the frost starts, drain and clean 
your gas-powered garden tools.

15. Shut off outside water valves to pre-
vent exterior pipes and faucets from freez-
ing and breaking the pipes.

16. Make sure your gutters are in good 
condition.

17. Using a pair of binoculars, check the 
condition of the roofs on your house, ga-
rage, porch and sheds.

18. Check your front and back steps to 
make sure they are in good condition and 
will not cause falls in the winter.

19. Disconnect and drain any outdoor 
spigots, fountains or water gardens.

20. Put up bird feeders where you can 
enjoy the view. Birds will become depen-
dent on the feeder, so continue to feed them 
through the winter.

21. Make sure your snowblower is in 
working condition.

22. Plant spring-flowering bulbs. 
23. Protect shrubs and susceptible plants 

from windburn and deer by covering them 
with burlap and/or netting.

24. Protect your lawn and flower beds 
with driveway markers.

25. Bring out the snow shovels and de-ic-
ing salt and place in an area within easy 
reach, ready for the first snowfall.

RR photo by Amanda Reed
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Feeding families with care
Our Family Meal Program delivers wholesome, 
scratch- made meals using real, local food 
to families who need them — over 300,000 
meals served since 2020. 

Educating for a healthier future
Our free Real Food Education Program brings 
food to life for 700 students in all seven 
Sullivan County school districts.

Hunger Can’t Wait.
Education Feeds Change.

DONATE • VOLUNTEER • SPREAD THE WORD                                                           asinglebite.org

Your support helps put nutritious meals on tables today and 
gives children the tools to make healthier choices for life. 
Be part of the change.

Michael ParkerMichael Parker
PA #022366PA #022366

Custom CarpentryCustom Carpentry

(845)(845) 820-2838 • Shohola, PA 820-2838 • Shohola, PA

NEW HOME • ADDITIONS • REMODELING
WINDOWS • DOORS • DECKS • TRIM

KITCHENS • ROOFING

Thank you to all my Thank you to all my 
customers. I appreciate customers. I appreciate 

doing business with you.doing business with you.

LOCAL NEWS |CULTURE | 

Jesse G’s Nursery
LANDSCAPE & OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES

JesseGsNursery.com • 914.443.5802
CONTEMPORARY & RUSTIC CHARM DESIGNS

bluestone work • patios & terraces 
privacy screens • out-buildings • water gardens & ponds
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Boost 
insulation

Inspect & 
clean 

chimney

Remove dead 
leaves from 

gutters

Find air leaks 
and install 
weather 

stripping or 
caulking

Install storm 
windows & 

doors, or put 
up window 

plastic

Drain & store 
garden hose;
then drain the 
exterior spigot

Winterize 
your a/c and 
waterlines

Clean and 
store your 

patio furniture

Remove dead plants 
from your garden; 
plant a cover crop, 
or cover with straw

Find your 
winter tools!
(Ice scraper, 

snow shovels, 
etc.)

Upgrade to an 
efficient furnace 
and/or give your 
heating system a 

tune-up

Turn down your 
water heater

Wrap your 
water heater & 
insulate pipes

Rake the leaves 
and compost 

them

Winterizing your home

graphic by Amanda Reed

Write your own checklist of simple 
steps to prepare for Old Man Winter

Run ceiling fans 
in reverse
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Family owned and operated
3376 Lake Ariel Hwy, Honesdale, PA

www.rochesupplyinc.com
(800)247-4095

Celebrating 75 years
Proudly serving DIYers and developers alike in 

Northeastern PA and the Catskills

• Kitchen Design
• Cabinetry
• Countertops
• Waterworks

• Bath design
• Plumbing
• HVAC
• Fireplaces

Stop into our showroom today 
and let our talented designers help 

you bring your project to life
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