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Festival Latino to
party in downtown
Sedalia Saturday

Parade, food, folklorico dancing

By Chris Howell
Sedalia Democrat
chrish@sedaliademocrat.com

This Saturday a new
tradition begins with
the first ever Festival
Latino in downtown
Sedalia. A parade at
noon will be followed
by a day of free events,
entertainment, region-
al food, dancing, and
celebration.

The event is orga-
nized by the committee
of Herecia Hispania
of Sedalia who took
the idea from local
businesses as a way
of reaching out to the
Latino community.

“It is the first year
that this committee
is hosting the Latino
Festival in downtown
Sedalia,” organizer El
Blue Ramirez said.
“The way all this start-
ed it was Sunny Broyles
with Pruitt Insurance
said, ‘Blue, you would
be great to try and
bring our Latinos to
downtown Sedalia, we
don’t see a lot of Lati-
nos.”

The two started
talking and Ramirez
offered Broyles a rea-
son Latinos did little
business downtown.

“I'm like, well, we
don’t have a whole lot
of bilingual people that
can provide service,”
Ramirez said. “So, they
don’t feel that they can
communicate down
here”

Pruitt Insurance has
bilingual employees,
and Ramirez was put
in touch with Down-
town Specialist/Planner
Joleigh Cornine with
the City of Sedalia.

“She was very happy
to work with us see
what we could do to
bring people down-
town,” Ramirez said.
“And that’s when we
asked could we hold
something for our Lati-
nos to come together
and join celebration for
all the countries, not
just Mexico or just El
Salvador”

The Festival Latino
hopes to find common
ground for celebration
of all the various cul-
tures of Latin America.

“We're going to have
information about
our culture to share
with the communi-
ty,” Ramirez said. “It’s
the start of Hispanic

heritage month and
that’s from September
15th through October
15, we’ll have plenty
of food out there from
different places, differ-
ent recipes, and we’ll
have traditional folk-
lorico dancing.”

There will also be
plenty of people hoping
to bridge any language
barriers and help make
everyone feel welcome.

“We have informa-
tion to share with the
community and then
resources that our Lati-
nos need to know that
are in the community,”
Ramirez said. “The goal
is to be able to share
resources. For example,
Central Bank has been
a huge part of what
we have done with the
Latinos, they have lan-
guage speaking people
at every branch”

Ramirez is a huge
advocate for continu-
ing education and will
have information about
attending State Fair
Community College
available that the
college now prints in
Spanish.

He also teaches at
the college and says the
bilingual pamphlets
SFCC now prints are a
great way of reaching
out to potential Latino
students.

“That has also been
huge for us to be able to
share that information
with the community,”
Ramirez said. “Infor-
mation for our Latinos,
and then information
for our community all
about our Hispanic
heritage is a win-win
for everyone.”

“We'’re going to have
a great full day of activ-
ities,” Sedalia Chamber
of Commerce Executive
Director Debra Andre-
sen said. “At noon we
will have the Latino
parade we have so far
exceeded 27 entries for
that, of course this is
the first year, so hope-
fully next year we’ll
have a lot more.”

A beauty contest, a
talent show, dessert,
and hot sauce contests
and loads of activities
for kids will keep the
fiesta rolling into the
evening.

“After the parade is
over with all the other
festivities downtown
will start at 1 (p.m.).
We'll have a car show,
there’s an opening
ceremony where mayor
Dawson we'll be there
giving a few remarks as
well”

More information
and a complete sched-
ule of events can be
found at Sedalia Festi-
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Telling the story of life
Becky King opens show at City Hall

“Faith, Family and
Friends,” an exhibit by
Sedalia artist Becky King,
opened this week at the
Municipal Building.

King, a Sedalia Visual
Art Association mem-
ber, will have a reception
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Friday. Her over 20 acrylic
paintings take on many
subjects but center around
family.

On Wednesday, as
King and SVAA President
Linda Hoover hung her
show, she said painting
is an escape for her — a
grounding force that gives
her peace.

Hoover noted King is “a
force of nature”

“She’s a ball of energy,”
she added. “She’s become
such a helpful part of
SVAA; she is so full of
passion and life.

“I think from hav-
ing her husband in the
military, it makes her
conscious of things not
all of us are conscious of;’
she continued. “And she
touches on subjects that
others don’t — war, peace,
life and death, birth. So,
they run the gamut of life;
they tell the story of life
and of her life”

King, with a laugh,
describes her work as
“laborious”

“It’s the only thing that
I have that I feel that is for
me,” she explained. “I tend
to do for everybody else all
the time.”

She added that for the
last four years, she’s tended
to family members who
have cancer, including
her late father and moth-
er, Randall and Alma
Blankenship, her veteran
husband Daryl King, and
a grandson. Creating art
comforts her.

“This is my escape,” she
said of painting. “I literally
hide from everybody and
try not to answer the
phone”

During the times
when she wasn’t able to
paint, she created work
in colored pencil and also
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Sedalia artist Becky King, left, and L|nda Hoover, president of Sedalia Visual Art Association,
hang King’s exhibit on Wednesday at the Sedalia Municipal Building. King will have an artist

reception from 11 a.m.to 1 p.m. on Friday.

did some wood burning.
Those pieces are also in-
cluded in the show.

“I didn’t want to make a
mess that I'd have to clean
up,” she noted. “T have a
studio, but with everybody
being sick, I moved my art
back into the office so I
could be there for them”

King said some of her
work is influenced by her
husband being an Army
Ranger veteran. Her father
was also in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps.

“All of my aunts and
uncles served,” she noted
with a smile. “But I
couldn’t because I was too
short, and they wouldn’t
let me”

An award-winning
artist, one of her pieces,
“Uncle Joe’s Spaghetti,”
made it into the Missouri
State Fair Top 50 in 2019.
The painting, set in 1961,
shows Uncle Joe dipping
up spaghetti while her
husband, a tiny infant, is
held by his mother.

Her piece, “The Cross-
ing,” features a horse
running through water.

PHOTOS BY FAITH BEMISS-MCKINNEY | DEMOCRAT

.»:*«:x:.!ih}, A

“Uncle Joe’s Spaghetti” is one of 20 pieces at Becky
King’s exhibit at City Hall. The piece was selected in
2019 for the Missouri State Fair Top 50 exhibition.

It received first place in
2021 at Boonville Heritage
Days.

“That was one of the
most fun pieces I've ever
done,” she noted.

She also painted a cou-
ple of self-portraits, one
that shows the fear of the
show “The Walking Dead”
and then one created
during COVID-19.

King is also known for
her face painting at special
events. She will be at Both-
well State Park on Oct. 6.

“I raise money for St.

Jude’s (Hospital),” she said.
“I do that for donations. I
paint for free, but they can
donate to St. Jude's if they
want.”

Most of King’s work is
for sale; she can be con-
tacted at 660-631-4416.
The Municipal Building,
200 S. Osage Ave., is open
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

Faith Bemiss-McKinney
can be reached at 660-530-
0289.

See STORY | A6

Reza brings concert-style maglc show to Warrensburg

By Meliyah
Venerable

meliyahv@
warrenshurgstarjournal.com

WARRENSBURG —
Reza, an illusionist, is
bringing his world-class
tour to Warrensburg next
month.

Reza gained interest
in magic in elementa-
ry school. He said he
dreamed to be an enter-
tainer one day.

“Every year, my parents
bring me on vacation to
Branson, Missouri, where
I watched the magic
shows,” Reza said. “And
so that kind of cultivated
my interest over the years
as a vacation destination.
So now full circle, we have
a residency that we get

season and then we tour
nationally internationally
between those residency
dates”

The show will contain
illusions that include pass-
ing through the spinning
blades of a real jet engine, a
record-breaking recreation
of Houdini’s most famous
stunt, and the appearance
of a real helicopter, live on
stage. The show is designed
to be interactive with the
audience as well.

“I really enjoy the
interactive moments with
the audience,” Reza said.
“We do well over 300
shows a year, and the part
that is always different
every single show is that
is always exciting to me is
how that audience is going
to respond and react so
the moments that we bring

Reza stands with hand raised in front of a helicopter at
a live show. Reza is bringing his illusion and magic show

to Warrensburg on Oct. 5.

people up on stage from
the audience”

Reza has been touring
the world to showcase his
magic. He has also been
on reality shows across 31
countries, including U.S.
appearances on A&E’s
“Duck Dynasty” and The

PHOTO COURTESY OF REZA

CW’s “Penn & Teller:Fool
Us”

The attendance at his
shows can range from a
few hundred to thousands.
He said regardless of the
amount, he does not feel

nervous.
See MAGIC | A6
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JOIN THE CONVERSATION

What’s your take on today’s news? Go to
sedaliademocrat.com or visit us on social
media to share your thoughts!
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Harold Lee Burt

Harold Lee Burt, 81, of
Sedalia, MO, passed away
on Wednesday,

Harold is survived by
two children, Lori Leich-
er (Daren) of

water, MO, the
son of Radford

several nieces,
nephews, and

September 13, Hughesville and
2023, at Harry S. Andy Burt (To-
Truman Me- nya) of Sedalia;
morial Veteran’s - four grandchil-
Hospital in —— J | dren, Truman
Columbia, MO. Leicher, Lincoln
He was born on (Bailey) Burt,
September 23, Leyton Burt, and
1941, in Deep- Colt Leicher;
"'»-",.k/j

Q. Burt and Hel-
en L. (Manuel)
Burt, who preceded him in
death.

On June 4, 1966, at
East Broadway Christian
Church, Sedalia, MO, he
was united in marriage to
Kathy Meyers, who resides
in the home.

Harold was a 1961
graduate of Smith-Cotton
High School. He served
his country honorably in
the United States Army
from December 1963 until
December 1965 during the
Vietnam War, serving in
Okinawa, Japan. Harold
worked for Missouri Pub-
lic Service as an Equip-
ment Operator, retiring in
1998. He was a member of
Sedalia VFW Post #2591.
Harold was a member and
Trustee of Pleasant Hill
United Methodist Church.
He served as Treasurer for
the Muddy Creek Trollers
Fishing Club. Harold en-
joyed being a member of
the 50/65 CB Club, where
he was known by his han-
dle “H.L. Fuzzy.” Harold
enjoyed fishing, hunting,
and spending time with
his grandsons and family.

In addition to his wife,

DEATH NOTICE

cousins.

In addition
to his parents, Harold was
preceded in death by two
sisters, Carolyn Burt and
Janice (Burt) Harding.

Funeral services will be
held at 11:00 a.m. on Mon-
day, September 18, 2023,
at Rea Funeral Chapel,
with Rev. Dennis Harper
officiating.

The family will receive
friends from 4:00 p.m.
until 6:00 p.m. on Sunday,
September 17, 2023, at Rea
Funeral Chapel.

The burial will be at
Pleasant Hill Cemetery,
Sedalia, MO.

Pallbearers will be Tru-
man Leicher, Colt Leicher,
Lincoln Burt, Leyton Burt,
Charlie Meyers, Jay Mey-
ers, and Chris Reynolds.

Honorary bearers will
be Jim Gregory, Don
Moore, Allan Batchelor,
Bob Manuel, and Dwight
Burt.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the
Mid-Missouri Fischer
House, 800 Hospital Dr.
Columbia, MO 65201, or
Pleasant Hill United Meth-
odist Church in the care of
Rea Funeral Chapel.

Vinson

Johnnie Lewis “Bud” Vinson, Jr., 92, of Pilot Grove,
died Wednesday, Sept. 13, 2023, at Katy Manor in Pilot

Grove.

Arrangements are pending at Heckart Funeral Home

in Sedalia.

FUNERALS

John Wayne Dove
10 a.m. Friday at Our
Savior Lutheran Church in
Sedalia. Arrangements are
under the direction of Rea
Funeral Chapel in Sedalia.

Lois Jean Barr

7 p.m. today at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Cole
Camp. Arrangements are
under the direction of Fox
Funeral Home in Cole
Camp.
Frederick Goetz

11 a.m. Saturday at Cole
Camp Cemetery in Cole

Camp. Arrangements are
under the direction of the
Fox Funeral Home in Cole
Camp.
Anna Belle
Williams

2 p.m. Saturday at
Heckart Funeral Home
in Sedalia. Arrangements
are under the direction of
Heckart Funeral Home.

Harold Lee Burt

11 a.m. on Monday at
Rea Funeral Chapel. Ar-
rangements are under the
direction of Rea Funeral
Chapel

FIND US ON THE WEB AT
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Photo Submissions

We invite readers to submit photos for “Com-
munity Snapshot,” which features images of
local residents and events. Images must be cur-
rent, in JPEG format and must be the property of
the person submitting the photo. Please include
your name, city and a contact telephone number
with your submission (phone numbers will not
be published). Please also include the names
of all persons in the photo and any additional
information. Email your submissions to news@

CORRECTION

This list is a sampling
of crime in Sedalia and
the surrounding area.
Information is taken from
official police reports,
which do not necessarily
contain statements from
all parties involved in
each case.

Sedalia Police
Department
Incidents
Sept. 8

7:51 a.m.: Officers were
dispatched to Motel 6,
3402 W. Broadway Blvd.,
in reference to a theft. The
victim reported a female
had stolen his cell phone,
wallet, $300 cash, hood-
ie, and his truck. Video
from Motel 6 shows the
female leaving the motel
in the victim’s hoodie. A
medical call involving an
unresponsive female in
Kansas City placed the
female in the stolen truck.

3:42 p.m.: The Wright
County Minnesota sher-

ing a theft from US Bank
in Sedalia in the amount
of money of $5,425. The
investigation is ongoing.
Sept. 10

10:47 a.m.: An officer
was dispatched to Econo
Lodge, 3501 W. Broad-
way Blvd., in reference
to theft and misuse of a
credit card. The victim
stated there were several
unauthorized charges on
his credit card, which is
now missing.
Pettis County
Sheriff’s Office
Arrests
Sept. 14

1:11 a.m.: Jaden
Shroyer, 21, of Marshall,
was arrested after Saline
County dispatch advised
Pettis County Joint Com-
munications they were in
pursuit of a black Silvera-
do entering Pettis County
on U.S. Highway 65 in
excess of 100 mph. Saline
County deputies termi-

checked the area, however
the vehicle was no longer
on Highway 65.

They located the
vehicle near state Route
EE and state Route J and
attempted to stop it, but
Shroyer fled across U.S.
Highway 65 and down
state Route D. Still in ex-
cess of 100 mph, Shroyer
sped down Hughesville
Road and wrecked into a
ditch near cornfield. She
fled on foot and was taken
into custody a short time
later. A vehicle search lo-
cated methamphetamine,
paraphernalia, Loose
ammunition and a loaded
chambered AR style rifle.

The narcotics and rifle
were seized as evidence
and Shroyer was trans-
ported to Bothwell where
she was placed on a
24-hour hold pending
charges of resisting arrest
by fleeing — creating a
substantial risk to the

unlawful use of a weapon
and unlawful possession
of drug paraphernalia.
Missouri State
Highway Patrol
Arrests
Sept. 13

7:05 a.m.: Timothy M.
Prather, 55, of Shawnee,
Kansas, was arrested in
Henry County for driving
while intoxicated, driving
while suspended, and fail-
ure to drive on the right
half the roadway. He was
transported to the Henry
County Jail and released.

9:22 p.m.: Wilbur A.
Alfaro-Fonseca, 38, from
California, was arrested in
Pettis County for driving
while intoxicated and
failure to maintain the
right-half of the roadway.
He was transported to
the Pettis County Jail and
released.

iff’s office sent informa- nated the pursuit and public, possession of a Compiled by Chris
tion they were investigat-  Pettis County deputies controlled substance, Howell

Stover man road, overcorrected caus- County accident was struck by a 2009 Ford
killed in Morgan ing the vehicle to skid off Terry B. Newham, 60, F250 driven by Matthew

County accident
Michael A. Kern, 79,
of Stover was killed at
10:57 p.m. Wednesday in a
Morgan County accident.
According to a Missou-
ri State Highway Patrol
report, Kern was driving a
2002 Ford F-150 north on
Ivy Bend Road when he
crossed the center of the

LOCAL BRIEFS

the right side of the road,
overturn and strike a tree.
Kern was not wear-
ing a seat belt, and was
pronounced dead on the
scene by coroner M.B.
Jones. He was transported
to Kidwell Garber Funeral
Home.
Columbia woman
injured in Saline

of Columbia suffered
moderate injuries at
10 a.m. Wednesday in a
Saline County accident.
According to a Missouri
State Highway Patrol re-
port, Newham was driving
a 2019 Volkswagen Tiguan
west on I-70 when she
traveled into the left lane
to pass a tractor trailer and

R. Butler, 50, of Kansas
City, also westbound.

Newham was wear-
ing a seat belt, and was
transported to University
Hospital in Columbia by
Saline County ambulance
District.

Compiled by Chris
Howell

Retrieving Freedom to
host Wings for Wags

Retrieving Freedom
Inc., partnered with Craft
Beer Cellar and Tyson
Foods, will host its fourth
annual Wings for Wags at
4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 23
at Craft Beer Cellar, 700 S.
Ohio Ave. in downtown
Sedalia.

The event will feature
21 teams, each compet-
ing to win first place. It
will also include a silent
auction and live music by

Sweet Shot.

Tickets are $15 for a
standard wristband or
$30 for a combo pack,
including an event T-shirt
and frisbee. Tickets are
limited and allow attend-
ees to sample wings from
all 21 teams. For more
information or to pur-
chase tickets, visit www.
retrievingfreedom.org or
find the event on Face-
book.

Proceeds from the
event directly support Re-

trieving Freedom and will
cover the costs of a final
placement sponsorship
for a veteran client on
the waiting list to receive
their service dog.
Registration
open for S-C
Homecoming parade
Smith-Cotton will
celebrate Homecoming in
October and registration
is open to have a float in
the parade.
The Homecoming pa-
rade will be at 3 p.m. Fri-

day, Oct. 13 in downtown
Sedalia. To register a float
entry, fill out the form at
https://forms.gle/6gLYg-
MDkvLF37UJA8.

For more information,
contact Student Council
sponsor Greg Willson
at willsong@sedalia200.
org or 660-851-5300 or
Student Council member
and Homecoming Parade
Coordinator Dominick
Domingue at domingue.
dominick@sedalia200.org
or 660-619-0823.

American explorer thought he would die during 11-days in Turkish cave

By Andrew Wilks

Associated Press

ISTANBUL — An
American researcher who
spent 11 days stuck in a
Turkish cave after falling
ill said Thursday that he
thought he would die there
before a complex interna-
tional rescue operation got
him out.

Mark Dickey, 40, ap-
peared relaxed as he spoke
to reporters at a hospital in
Mersin, southern Turkey,
where he is recovering
from his ordeal.

Asked if he ever gave
up hope while trapped
1,000 meters (more than
3,000 feet) underground,
Dickey replied, “No. But
there’s a difference between
accurately recognizing
your current risk against
giving up.

“You don't let things
become hopeless, but you
recognize the fact that Tm
going to die”

Dickey fell ill on Sept.

2 with stomach bleeding
while mapping the Morca
cave in southern Turkey’s
Taurus Mountains. He

tion, which rendered him
too frail to climb out of the
cave on his own, remained
unclear.

Dressed in a blue T-shirt
and with an IV line plug
attached to his hand, the
experienced caver from
Croton-on-Hudson, New
York, thanked the Turkish
government for acting
“quickly, decisively” to get
the medical supplies need-
ed to sustain him down
into the cave.

He also praised the
international effort to save
him. Teams from Turkey
and several European
countries mounted a chal-
lenging operation that in-
volved pulling him up the
cavess steep vertical sections
and navigating through
mud and cold water in the
horizontal ones.

Rescuers had to widen
some of the cave’s narrow
passages, install ropes to
pull him up shafts on a
stretcher and set up tempo-
rary camps along the way
before the operation could
begin. Medical personnel
treated and monitored
Dickey as teams comprised

who also is an experienced
underground rescuer, said.
“This was an amazing
example of international
collaboration, of what we
can do together as a coun-
try, as a world”

Commenting on the
“insane” public focus on
his rescue, he added: “I
really am blessed to be
alive. It's been a tough time.
While I was trapped un-
derground - I was trapped
for 11 days — I learned that
I'had a nation watching,
hoping, praying that I
would survive: Turkey”

In a later interview with
ABC’s “Good Morning
America” show, Dickey
recalled the moment he
cleared the cave’s entrance.
“I was happy to get to the
surface and see those stars
and smell the fresh air.
That was a good moment,”
he said.

He also paid tribute to
fiancee Jessica Van Ord,
who accompanied him on
the expedition and left to
obtain medical products
that could be administered
in the cave. “She made
the climb out, she made

worth of fluid, that was a
game changer.

“She saved my life,
period,” he continued. “She
is one hell of a woman, one
hell of a caver, one hell of a
rescuer, one hell of a para-
medic. She’s awesome”

Dickey will continue
his recovery at Mersin
City Hospital. Laughing
and joking during his
brief media conference on
Thursday, he said he would
“definitely” continue to
explore caves.

“Theres risk in all
life and in this case, the
medical emergency that
occurred was completely
unpredicted and unknown,
and it was a one-off; he
said, adding that he “would
love to” return to Morca
cave, Turkey’s third deep-
est, to complete his task.

Around 190 people
from Bulgaria, Croatia,
Hungary, Italy, Poland and
Turkey took part in the
rescue, including doctors,
paramedics and experi-
enced cavers.

The Italian National
Alpine and Speleological
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In this photo released by the Springfield Police Dept., two smiling police officers hold

a lemur wrapped in a towel with its face, hands and tail poking out in Springfield, Mo.,
on Sept. 12, 2023.The lemur evaded police in the city before it was eventually captured

that night.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SPRINGFIELD POLICE DEPT.| AP PHOTO

Lemur on the loose! Police chase

critter that escaped in Missouri

SPRINGFIELD, Mo.
— Bounding through
a darkened city park, a
lemur managed to stay
one step ahead of police
officers armed only with a
large towel.

Bodycam video shows
the two officers” attempts
to nab the speedy little
primate, which made a
dash for freedom Tuesday
in Springfield, Missouri.

“We see the tail,” one
officer says with a chuckle
as he tries to get closer.

Not giving up easily, the
lemur raises its distinctive

black-and-white band-
ed tail and dashes away.
It sprints and weaves
through a parking lot,
down a sidewalk, across
grass and around trees.

Eventually the officer
tosses the towel like a net,
but the lemur slips out and
darts away.

“Dang it!” the officer
exclaims, as a few civil-
ians help try to corral the
critter.

Finally, another officer
is able to grab the lemur
and hold it still as his part-
ner gently gets it “snug-

gled up” in the towel, the
Springfield Police Depart-
ment said in a Facebook
post.

The animal’s owners
had reported it missing,
the department said, and
were later reunited with it.
But they won't be able to
keep it — city ordinance
bans having wild animals
as pets.

Instead, police say the
lemur has been connected
with a local wildlife rescue
agency where it will be
“well cared for and loved”

ENTERTAINMENT BRIEFS

Band Dr. Zhivegas coming
to The Lot

Dr. Zhivegas, a St. Louis band, will per-
form at 8 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 16 on The
Lot at the Hayden Liberty Center.

With a Vegas residency, a Super Bowl
pregame show and sold-out theatre shows
in St. Louis, Kansas City and Chicago
on their resume, Dr. Zhivegas is coming
to The Lot at Liberty Center with their
disco-rock style. The group is entering its
third decade of performing.

Tickets may be purchased at liberty-
centersedalia.com.

UCM Theatre and Dance
offers 2023-24 season
tickets

University of Central Missouri Theatre
and Dance announced the availability of
2023-24 season tickets through Sept. 28.
The theme for this season is “With Love,”
commemorating UCM Theatre and
Dance productions that celebrate love in
its many different forms.

Season tickets include four mainstage
productions and the spring dance concert
for $80 for the general public, $60 for
faculty, staff, senior citizens and military,
and $40 for non-UCM students and chil-
dren age 5 and up. These prices include
five shows for the price of four. New this
year, and through the support of Provost
and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Phil Bridgmon, all UCM students will

Dr. Zhivegas will perform Saturday evening on The Lot at the Hayden Liberty Center.
PHOTO COURTESY OF LIBERTY CENTER ASSOCIATION FOR THE ARTS

have free admission to all UCM Theatre
and Dance productions upon presenting
their UCM student ID.

To purchase season tickets, call the Box
Office supervisor at 660-543-8811, email
boxoffice@ucmo.edu, visit ucmboxoffice.
universitytickets.com, or visit Martin
Building, Room 113 on the UCM cam-
pus between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

The season opens with “Everybody;’
presented Sept. 28-Oct. 1. Next up is
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s classic
“Cinderella” on Nov. 10-12 and Nov. 16-
18, produced in collaboration with the
Division of Music. To open the season
in spring 2024, UCM Theatre and Dance
will offer “Xanadu: The Musical,” in
collaboration with the Division of Music,
from Feb. 22-25. The next play, March
28-31, is “Romeo and Juliet” Closing out
the “With Love” season April 18-21 is the
annual dance concert, “Sacred Concert,”
this time in conjunction with the UCM
Concert Choir and the UCM Jazz Ensem-
ble.

For those who may not be interested
in season tickets but want to see the show
for an even lower price, UCM Theatre
and Dance provides a Pay-What-You-Can
option (minimum $1) for every Sunday
matinee for each show. These tickets may
be purchased at the box office or online.
Online tickets include a service/handling
fee.

For the hearing impaired, ASL Inter-
preters are also present at one perfor-
mance of every production.

New rules for WW1II-era duck boats
aim to improve safety after drownings

By Jim Salter

Associated Press

AP-Five years after 17
people died when a duck
boat sank on a Missou-
ri lake, the U.S. Coast
Guard has issued new
rules for the amphibious
World War II vessels
retrofitted for tourist
excursions.

But the new rules have
limited impact: Only 16
applicable vessels are still
in use.

The interim rules
posted Monday require
removal of window
coverings and canopies,
or installation of a canopy
that doesn't keep pas-
sengers from escaping if
the boat floods or sinks.
The Missouri vessel, and
an Arkansas duck boat
that sank in 1999, killing
13 people, had overhead
roofs or canopies that the
National Transportation
Safety Board warned
could greatly increase
the risk of passengers
becoming trapped and
drowning.

The new rules also
include requirements for
passengers to wear per-
sonal flotation devices,
requirements for alarms
and pumps, and they
strengthen inspection
regulations.

The rules apply only
to repurposed World
War II-era Army vessels
now used for land-and-
water tours — not newer
vehicles built specifically
for tourist trips. The 16
older vessels in use are
operated by three compa-
nies, the rules document
states. The Coast Guard
didn’t say where those

boats are, but 10 are part
of one Arkansas fleet.

Duck boats have been
involved in more than 40
fatal accidents since 1999.
Among their critics is
Jim Hall, a former NTSB
chairman. He said the
new set of rules is a good
step, but long overdue.

“The significance of it,
unfortunately, is lost in
the years it has taken for
it to be produced,” Hall
said.

Branson Ride the
Ducks was a popular
attraction in the Missouri
tourism town. Though
the weather was calm
when the vehicle began
its trip on July 19, 2018,
forecasters had warned of
an impending storm.

Video and audio from
the boat, recovered by
divers, showed that the
lake was calm when the
vessel entered the water.
But a massive storm blew
in, and within minutes,
the boat sank. The 17
victims included nine
members of one Indiana
family.

The wind speed at
the time of the accident
was more than 70 mph
(113 kph), just short of
hurricane force, an NTSB
investigation determined.

The vessel’s captain and
two business managers
were charged with several
felony counts, including
manslaughter. Those cas-
es have not gone to trial.

Fallout from the
accident reverberated.
Insurance costs rose
sharply for operators.
Duck boat rides ceased
in Pittsburgh, Seattle and
other places.

Branson Ride the

Ducks never reopened af-
ter the accident, and there
are no plans to resume,
said Suzanne Smaga-
la-Potts, spokesperson
for Ripley Entertainment,
which operated the
attraction. The company
has settled 31 lawsuits.

A new duck boat
attraction opened in
Branson in 2022, but with
vessels “custom-built for
tourism, that have a great
safety record,” according
to a statement from the
operator, Branson Duck
Tours.

Ten of the 16 remain-
ing World War II-era ves-
sels in operation are part
of National Park Duck
Tours in Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas, which takes about
100,000 visitors each year
on a tour of the historic
downtown and a water
ride around islands in
Lake Hamilton. Operator
Stacy Roberts said that in
31 years on the water, his
vessels have never had an
accident.

Roberts estimated it
will cost about $10,000
per vessel to make mod-
ifications required by the
new rules.

“I don't have any
problem meeting the new
regulations,” Roberts said.
“But my vessels are safe as
they are”

Roberts said safety of
his fleet was scrutinized
and upgraded after a
competitor’s duck boat
sank in 1999, killing
13 people. The NTSB
blamed inadequate main-
tenance and determined
that the vessel built by
the Army in 1944 wasn’t
designed for passenger
service.

695264ch
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Otterville
Presbyterian to host
Missions Breakfast

Otterville Presbyte-
rian Church will host a
Street Fair and Missions
Breakfast from 7 to 9 a.m.
Saturday, Sept. 16 for a
free will donation. The
church will serve biscuits
and sausage gravy, coffee
and juice.

Liberty Life welcomes
guest rabbi

Rabbi Jack Zimmerman
will be the guest minister
at Liberty Life Center
Church on Sunday, Sept.
17 for three separate
services.

Zimmerman will be
teaching on the Biblical
Fall Feast of the Lord.

The teachings will focus
on Feast of Trumpets
and Rosh Hashana at
9:30 a.m., Yom Kippur at
10:30 a.m., and Feast of
Tabernacles at 6 p.m.

Zimmerman is a for-
mer stand-up comedian.
A Messianic Jewish Rabbi,
he has a deep understand-
ing of the Hebrew roots

of the Christian faith. He
is also an award-winning
reporter, radio and televi-
sion host, and has taught
Bible classes throughout
the United States and at
theological universities in
Russia and the Ukraine.

A love offering will be
received and child care
available at all services.
For more information,
call Gary at 660-281-7404.
True Vine to host free
gas giveaway

True Vine fellowship
will host a free gas give-
away beginning at 10 a.m.
Saturday, Sept. 23. Gas
will be given at first come,
first served basis while
supplies last at Break
Time, 808 E. Broadway
Blvd. in Sedalia.
Goodwill to host
annual Fish Fry

Goodwill Chapel will
host its annual free Fish
Fry from 4 to 7 p.m. Sat-
urday, Sept. 23. The meal
is carry-out only. The
menu is limited, prepack-
aged and there are no
substitutions.

Kyle,

Lutheran Church

to me. (Matt. 25:40)

is warm.

Calvary Episcopal Church and Christ and Trinity

Matthew 25:35-40 is that familiar
passage in which Jesus tells his follow-
ers that when he was hungry, thirsty,
naked, sick, a stranger, or imprisoned,
they provided for him. Puzzled by this
statement, they asked him when it was
that they did all this. The answer was
then and remains now that just as you
did it to one of the least of these who
are members of my family, you did it

Jesus also told them you always
have the poor with you (Matt. 26:11)
and so we have. The poor, our neigh-
bors who struggle to meet the most
basic needs of life are, indeed with us
and some of our neighbors do not
have homes. Some sleep outside or
in cars. Some bounce from couch to
couch, relying on favors from friends
or family. Some of our neighbors have
a place to live, but their home may
be in poor condition and difficult to
heat. When winter comes, some of our
neighbors need a place to rest where it

A more than five years ago, a hand-

ful of people, most representing local
congregations gathered to plan for the
needs of those who lack a warm place
to sleep, and the Warming Shelter
was born. The 2023-2024 Warming
Shelter will once again be located at
St. PatricK’s Chapel on the corner of
4th and Washington streets in Sedalia.
The shelter will be open from 7 p.m.
to 7 a.m. on the coldest nights. The
shelter already has plenty of cots and
blankets, coffee and snacks, gloves,
and socks. The shelter does not need
things. The shelter needs help.

What the shelter really needs is
YOU. The Warming Shelter depends
on volunteer teams that stand ready
to be present, to assist our neighbors
and keep watch while they rest. The
project currently has seven or eight
teams, and more teams are needed. It
takes six to 10 dedicated volunteers to
make up a team. Teams work over-
night, usually in two six-hour shifts
or three four-hour shifts. Each shift
includes at least two people, one man
and one woman. The volunteers wel-
come guests, help them find cots and
bedding, offer a snack or drink. In the
morning, volunteers help the guests to
put away the cots and clean up.

The shelter will be open under the

A Warm Place for the Least of These

By the Rev. Anne Meredith following conditions — on wet nights
(rain or snow) when the air tempera-
ture is predicted to be 30 degrees; or
lower, and on dry nights when the
wind chill temperature is predicted to
be 15 degrees or below. The National
Weather Service forecast is used.

Some may wonder why the Warm-
ing Shelter is not open more than this.
The answer is based on staffing. There
are simply not enough teams working
with the Warming Shelter for it to
operate in less extreme weather. With
more teams in place the Warming
Shelter could be open on even more
nights.

Warming Shelter teams are not
limited to congregations. Philanthrop-
ic organizations, professional groups,
clubs, or businesses may assemble a
team. For more information about the
Warming Shelter and how you or your
organization may become involved,
please contact Anne Kyle annemere-
dithkyle@gmail.com.

It is true, the poor will always be
with us. It is also true that we are given
the opportunity, every day, to serve
Christ through them.

Flooding death toll soars to 11,300 in Libya’s coastal city of Derna

By Samy Magdy
and Yousef Murad
Associated Press

DERNA, Libya — The
death toll in Libya’s
coastal city of Derna
has soared to 11,300 as
search efforts contin-
ue following a massive
flood fed by the breach-
ing of two dams in heavy
rains, the Libyan Red
Crescent said Thursday

Marie el-Drese, the aid
group’s secretary-gener-
al, told The Associated
Press by phone that a
further 10,100 people
are reported missing in
the Mediterranean city.
Health authorities previ-
ously put the death toll
in Derna at 5,500. The
storm also killed about
170 people elsewhere in
the country.

The flooding swept
away entire families in
Derna on Sunday night
and exposed vulnera-
bilities in the oil-rich
country that has been
mired in conflict since a
2011 uprising that top-
pled long-ruling dictator
Moammar Gadhafi.

Here’s a look at the
latest developments.

WHAT HAPPENED
IN LIBYA?

Daniel, an unusually
strong Mediterranean
storm, caused deadly
flooding in communities
across eastern Libya, but
the worst-hit was Derna.
As the storm pounded
the coast Sunday night,
residents said they heard
loud explosions when
two dams outside the
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city collapsed. Floodwa-
ters gushed down Wadi
Derna, a valley that cuts
through the city, crash-
ing through buildings
and washing people out
to sea.

A U.N. official said
Thursday that most ca-
sualties could have been
avoided.

“If there would have
been a normal operating
meteorological service,
they could have issued
the warnings,” World
Meteorological Orga-
nization head Petteri
Taalas told reporters in
Geneva. “The emergency
management authorities
would have been able
to carry out the evacua-
tion.”

The WMO said ear-
lier this week that the
National Meteorological
Center issued warnings
72 hours before the
flooding, notifying all
governmental authorities
by email and through
media.

Officials in eastern
Libya warned the public
about the coming storm,
and on Saturday, they
ordered residents to
evacuate coastal areas,
fearing a surge from the
sea. But there was no
warning about the dams
collapsing.

HOW DOES CON-
FLICT IN LIBYA AF-
FECT THE DISASTER?

The startling devasta-
tion reflected the storm’s
intensity, but also Libya’s
vulnerability. Oil-rich
Libya has been divided
between rival govern-
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ments for most of the
past decade — one in
the east, the other in the
capital, Tripoli — and
one result has been the
widespread neglect of
infrastructure.

The two dams that
collapsed outside Derna
were built in the 1970s.
A report by a state-run
audit agency in 2021 said
the dams had not been
maintained despite the
allocation of more than
2 million euros for that
purpose in 2012 and
2013.

Libya’s Tripoli-based
prime minister, Ab-
dul-Hamid Dbeibah,
acknowledged the main-
tenance issues during a
Cabinet meeting Thurs-
day and called on the
Public Prosecutor to
open an urgent inves-
tigation into the dams’
collapse.

The disaster brought
a rare moment of unity,
as government agen-
cies across the country
rushed to help the affect-
ed areas.

While the To-
bruk-based government
of eastern Libya is
leading relief efforts, the
Tripoli-based western
government allocated
the equivalent of $412
million for reconstruc-
tion in Derna and other
eastern towns, and an
armed group in Tripoli
sent a convoy with hu-
manitarian aid.

WHAT’S HAPPEN-
ING TODAY?

Derna has begun
burying its dead, mostly

in mass graves, said east-
ern Libya’s health minis-
ter, Othman Abduljaleel
earlier Thursday.

More than 3,000
bodies were buried by
Thursday morning, the
minister said, while
another 2,000 were still
being processed, He said
most of the dead were
buried in mass graves
outside Derna, while
others were transferred
to nearby towns and
cities.

Abduljaleel said
rescue teams were still
searching wrecked build-
ings in the city center,
and divers were combing
the sea off Derna.

Untold numbers could
be buried under drifts of
mud and debris, includ-
ing overturned cars and
chunks of concrete, that
rise up to four meters
(13 feet) high. Rescuers
have struggled to bring
in heavy equipment as
the floods washed out or
blocked roads leading to
the area.

Libya’s eastern based
parliament, The House
of Representatives, on
Thursday approved an
emergency budget of 10
billion Libyan dinars —
roughly $2 billion — to
address the flooding and
help those affected.

HOW MANY PEO-
PLE HAVE BEEN
KILLED?

As of Thursday, the
Libyan Red Crescent
said that 11,300 people
have been killed, and a
further 10,100 are re-
ported missing.

However, local offi-
cials suggested that the
death toll could be much
higher than announced.

In comments to the
Saudi-owned Al Ara-
bia television station
on Thursday, Derna
Mayor Abdel-Moneim
al-Ghaithi said the tally
could climb to 20,000
given the number of
neighborhoods that were
washed out.

The storm also killed
around 170 people in
other parts of eastern
Libya, including the
towns of Bayda, Susa,
Um Razaz and Marj, the
health minister said.

The dead in eastern
Libya included at least
84 Egyptians, whose
remains were transferred
to their home country on
Wednesday. More than
70 came from one village
in the southern province
of Beni Suef. Libyan me-
dia also said dozens of
Sudanese migrants were
killed in the disaster.

IS HELP REACHING
SURVIVORS?

The floods have
displaced at least 30,000
people in Derna, accord-
ing to the U.Ns Interna-
tional Organization for
Migration, and several
thousand others were
forced to leave their
homes in other eastern
towns, it said.

The floods damaged
or destroyed many
access roads to Derna,
hampering the arrival
of international rescue
teams and humanitarian
assistance. Local author-

ities were able to clear
some routes, and hu-
manitarian convoys have
been able to enter the
city over the past couple
of days.

The U.N. humanitari-
an office issued an emer-
gency appeal for $71.4
million to respond to
urgent needs of 250,000
Libyans most affected.
The office, known as
OCHA, estimated that
approximately 884,000
people in five provinc-
es live in areas directly
affected by the rain and
flooding.

The International
Committee of the Red
Cross said Thursday
that it has provided
6,000 body bags to local
authorities, as well as
medical, food and other
supplies distributed to
hard-hit communities.

International aid start-
ed to arrive earlier this
week in Benghazi, 250
kilometers (150 miles)
west of Derna. Sever-
al countries have sent
aid and rescue teams,
including neighbor-
ing Egypt, Algeria and
Tunisia. Italy dispatched
a naval vessel on Thurs-
day carrying humani-
tarian aid and two navy
helicopters to be used
for search and rescue
operations.

President Joe Biden
said the United States
would send money to
relief organizations and
coordinate with Libyan
authorities and the Unit-
ed Nations to provide
additional support.

Israel’s Netanyahu to meet Elon Musk as X faces antisemitism controversy

By Josef Federman
Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu will meet billionaire busi-
nessman Elon Musk during
a trip to the United States
next week, the Israeli leader’s
office said Thursday.

Netanyahu's office said
their meeting, which is
scheduled for Monday, will
include discussions about ar-
tificial intelligence. It comes
at a time when Musk is fac-
ing accusations of tolerating
antisemitic messages on his
social media platform X,
formerly known as Twitter.

The Anti-Defamation
League, a prominent Jewish
civil-rights organization, has
accused Musk of allowing
antisemitism and hate
speech to spread on X. Its di-
rector, Jonathan Greenblatt,

said Musk had “amplified”
the messages of neo-Nazis
and white supremacists who
want to ban the league by
engaging with them recently
on X.

In a Sept. 4 post, Musk
claimed that the league was
“trying to kill this platform
by falsely accusing it & me of
being anti-Semitic” In other
posts, he said the league was
responsible for a 60% drop
in revenue at X and said his
company would have “no
choice” but to file a defa-
mation lawsuit against the
group.

“Oh the irony!” he wrote.
As of Thursday, he has not
followed through on this
threat.

X, however, did file a law-
suit against another group
that has studied the prolifer-
ation of hate speech on the
platform.

In August, it sued the
nonprofit Center for Coun-
tering Digital Hate, accusing
it of violating X’s terms of
service by improperly col-
lecting a vast amount of data
for its analysis. The lawsuit
claims the groups research
highlighting an increase in
hate speech on the former
Twitter since Musk took
over cost the company mil-
lions of dollars of advertising
revenue.

But analysts who track
Twitter have argued that
MuskKs chaotic changes to
the platform — including
jettisoning its well-known
brand name — have led to
a decline in interest from
advertisers.

Greenblatt says his group
is “willing to work” with X
and last week met with the
company’s chief executive,
Linda Yaccarino. Both Musk

and Yaccarino have recently
posted messages saying they
oppose antisemitism.

Netanyahu’s office said
his first US. stop — in San
Francisco — will include
meetings with other tech
leaders to discuss artificial
intelligence. It did not identi-
fy the executives.

From there, he heads
to New York, where he is
scheduled to address the
United Nations General
Assembly and meet with
President Joe Biden and
other world leaders, his
office said. They include
German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz, Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan and
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy, as well
as South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol and UN.
Secretary-General Anténio
Guterres.
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Thank you to all the
churches for your dedication
to our Mission. Because of
your volunteering, financial
support, and collaboration,
we are able to feed, clothe,
and shelter our community.

THANK You!!t

Please consider joining our
GEM Treasure Club.

-

FOOD PANTRY §

660-347-5413
www.lagind.com

Patio Furniture
Metal Art

Custom Fabrication
Fencing
Fire Pits

Roofing & Construction uc ¥

Brian & Rose Dickinson -
brian@826ROOF.com

Owners ‘-:'ﬂ

wwww.826ROOF.com

608129hb

LOOKING FOR A
REAL ESTATE AGENT?

I can halp gow sell your current home
or by a new ongl

Call ma 1o schadale An Appoin
to soe what your home may be
worth or to start looking for

www.amyslovingcare.com . 1,877.429.4101
%mgls Lv'ufirg ﬂd.m

In:Home
Senior Care

Sarvece with Pait, sow 7T
Senang 15 awa countes
4 heurs @ Sy T clays pav week

¥ Pemsonalized Care Plans
# Coosdination of Servioes

o "‘L-' with Hospice
2 W Modcaton Romades
= L dy ¥ Pononal Care
3 W Comoansonshen
“? W Moal Plarrang
- # Light Housckeapng
1- Transportation and Erands
Crrwer Dy Routine Tashs
—u-u--u l---l-n?h v

e . o et g e * 2 |

Join our team & make a difference! e Apply on our website!

1811 S Limit Ave

omericon family care

The Right Care. Right Now.
115 W. Broadway Blvd.
Sedalia, MO 65301
660-951-1091

681545¢ch

4203 Wisconsin Ave.

Sedalia, MO 65301

For more information on how
to become a sponsor of this
informative church directory,
please contact Kim Robertson
at 931.237.7923 or,email kim@
burchettmedia.com

Crossroads Church of God
2119 E. 9th St.- Sedalia, MO.

This local Church Directory is made possible by these businesses. The Church Listings are provided at no charge
to our area churches in Pettis County. If your church is not listed, please contact news@sedaliademocrat.com.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Encounter  Church 1201 N. William Parkhurst ~ Drive
(behind Sierra Bullets). Rev. Chris Gray, pastor. Sunday worship 9:00
am.,, 10:45 a.m.; Wednesday service 7 p.m., www.encounterchurch.ag
Living Waters Assembly of God — 909 S. State Fair Blvd., Sedalia,
660-826-9236. Rev. Ancel Compton - Pastor. Sunday Worship 10:00
am, 6:00 pm., Children’s Church 10:00; (2nd & 3rd Sunday of
month), Fellowship 5:30 (4th Sunday of month).

BAPTIST

Antioch Baptist — Southeast of Green Ridge on Route E, Pastor Dan
Hankins, 660-221-0283. Sunday school, 9:30 a.m.; worship, 10:30 a.m.
Bethany Baptist — 500 North Park, 826-8743.Pastor Travis
Battershell. Sunday school, 9:30 am; Sunday worship, 10:30
a.m., Wednesday, 6 p.m.

Bethlehem Baptist — Anderson School & Wingate. Rev. Jason Kindle.
Sunday school, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m.

Broadway Baptist — 2119 East Broadway, 826-1557. Dr. Nicholas J.
Gray, pastor. Sunday school, 9:30 a.m,; Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m.,
6:30 p.m.; Wednesday prayer, 6:30 p.m.; Sunday Bible study, 5:00 p.m.
Burns Chapel Free Will — 207 East Pettis. Bishop Paul Jones,
pastor. Sunday school, 9:30 a.m.; worship service, 11 a.m.; prayer
meeting, 7 p.m. Thursday.

Calvary Baptist — 1015 West 16th, 826-5011.Pastor Jonathan
Wallenbeck.. Sunday school, 8:50 a.m.; Sunday worship, 10 a.m. and
6 p.m. Wed, Mid Week Bible Study & Prayer 6:00 p.m.

Camp Branch Baptist — 18020 West 32nd Street, (660) 527-
3539. Pastor  Rob Ayers. Sunday school, 9a.m,; Sunday worship,
10a.m. & 6p.m.; Wed. worship, 7 p.m.

Cornerstone Baptist Church — 19856 Hwy. Y (three miles past
SFCC). 827-4833. Sunday: 9:00 a.m.. Bible Study &10:00 a.m.
Worship; Celebrate Recovery Mon. 6:00 p.m.; Awana Wed. 6:00 p.m.;
Student Ministry Sunday 5:00 p.m..

East Sedalia Baptist Church — 1019 East Fifth, 826-3887. Sunday
School 9:15 AM, Sunday worship 10:30 AM, Wednesday Adult Bible
Study 11:00 AM.

Emmet Avenue Baptist — 400 East Walnut. Pastor Steve
Cardwell. Sunday school, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m.

Faith Baptist — 2331 South Ingram, 827-1394. Sunday school, 9:45
a.m.; Sunday worship, 10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m.; Wednesday worship, 7 p.m.
Pastor Matt Edwards.

First Baptist - Sedalia — 200 E. Sixth Street, Sedalia, MO - 660-826-
2160. Pastor Jeremiah Greever; www.fbcsedalia.org. 10:15 Morning
Worship; 9:00 Sunday School/Bible Study - All Ages;

First Baptist - Cole Camp — 1110 Butterfield Trail, Cole Camp,
Pastor Rodney Baumgarden, 660-668-3413; Sunday School 9:30 a.m.;
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.; Wed. Evening Service 6:30pm.

First Baptist - Otterville — 101 Union Stret, Otterville; 660-366-
4772. Rev. Russ Slocum. Sunday morning church, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday
School 10:45am; Wednesday , 6:30 p.m.

Flat Creek — 30501 Carpenter Road; Sunday school 9:30 a.m.; Sunday
worship 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m.; Wednesday Bible study 7 p.m.

GDP Sedalia — 600 S. Summit Ave. 660-826-0621; Sunday: Worship
Service 12 p.m. & 6 p.m.; Wednesday Prayer Worship 7 p.m.,; Friday:
Union of Preparation 7 p.m.

Grace Baptist 3304 South Ingram, 826-2918. Pastor
Alvin Sipe. Sunday school, 9:45 a.m.; worship, 10:45 a.m. and 6
p.m.; Wednesday Bible study, 7 p.m.

Green Ridge Baptist — Bible study, 9:30 a.m;Sunday worship,
10:30 a.m.

Harmony Missionary Baptist — LaMonte, (660) 347-5544. Sunday
school, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m.

Heath Creek — Exit 84, HighwayJ, Nelson. 660-287-0085. Sunday
school, 10 a.m.; worship 11 a.m.

Hopewell Baptist — Pastor Dan Dickey, Hwy. EE., Sunday school,
9:15 a.m.; Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday Bible study, 7 p.m.
Houstonia Baptist Church — Morning Worship 9:00am; Fellowship
10:00am; Sunday School 10:15am; Wednesday Kid’s Club 6:00-7:00pm.
Hughesville Baptist Church — Sunday school, 9:30 a.m.; worship,
10:30 a.m.

Katy  Park Baptist 901  West  24th,  826-
7497. Pastor Jon Church. Sunday school, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday worship,
10:45 am. Sunday Evening, various times; Wednesday prayer
service, 6:30 p.m.

Lamine Baptist — Pastor John Dumsday. Sunday school, 9:15
a.m.; Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m.

LaMonte Baptist — 1005 Midland, (660) 347-5412. Pastor Larry
Chappel. Sunday school, 9:45 a.m.; Sunday worship, 11 a.m. and 6
p.m.; Wednesday service, 6 p.m.

Memorial Baptist Church — 13998 Hwy Z, Nelson, MO, 660 827-
3699. Rev. Bill McDowell. Sunday school, 9a.m.; Worship, 10a.m.;
Sunday evening service 6 p.m.

Mount Herman Baptist Church — 25229 Mount Herman Road,
Sedalia. Rev. Robert Sisney. Sunday school, 9:30 a.m.; church services,
10:30 a.m.

New Hope Baptist — 664 East 16th, 826-6277.Pastor Duane
Duchesne. Sunday school, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday worship, 10:40 a.m.;
Wednesday worship, 6:15 p.m.

Olive Branch Baptist — 20657 Highway O. 827-4529. Sunday school,
9:30 a.m.; Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m.; Wednesday Bible Study 7 p.m.;
Pastor Jason McClain; Associate Pastor Donnie Hayworth

Parkway Freewill Baptist — 120 South Park, 827-1832.Pastor
Dan Talbott. Sunday school, 10 am, Sunday worship, 11 am.
and 5 p.m.

Providence Baptist Church — Hwy 35N & Providence Rd., Smithton;
Sunday Worship; 9:00 a.m. Rev. Leroy Moon Sunday School 10 a.m.
Smithton Baptist — (660) 343-5213. Sunday school, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday
worship, 10:40 a.m.; Sunday evening Bible study, 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday
evening prayer and discipleship, 6:30 p.m.

Ward Memorial Missionary Baptist — 412 North Osage, 826-
5366. Rev. John ~ Williams. Sunday school, 9:30 am. Sunday
worship, 11 a.m.

CATHOLIC

Sacred Heart — 421 West Third, 827-2311. Fr. Joe Corel & Fr. David
Veit. Sunday Mass, 8 and 10 a.m.

St. John’s — Bahner. Fr. Joe Corel & Fr. David Veit. Saturday
Mass, 7:30 p.m.

St. Patrick’s — 415 East Fourth, 826-2062. Fr. Joe Corel & Fr. David
Veit. Saturday Mass, 4 p.m.; Sunday Mass, 9 & 11:30 a.m.

CHRISTIAN

Bethel Temple Church - 207 E. Allen Street, Knob Noster, MO 65336.
660-624-1971. Wednesday: Bible Study 7:00pm; Sunday Worship
Service: 11:00am. Pastor, S.L. Fisher

First Christian Church, 101 S. Monroe, Knob Noster, MO 660-563-
2827 Sunday School 9:00am; Worship 10:00am

First Christian, Disciples of Christ — 200 South Limit. Traditional
Sanctuary Service - 9:00 a.m., Sunday School for all ages - 10:15 a.m.,
Rest Haven - 10:30 a.m., CrossWalk Contemporary Service - 11:00
am. Rev. Dr. Chad McMullin.

LaMonte Christian Church — 902 South Oak, LaMonte, MO, Michael
Wood, Minister. Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. and Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Ph# 660-347-5400

Parkview Christian — 1405 East 16th, 826-3624. Jeff Randleman,
minister. Sunday school, 9:40 a.m,;Sunday worship, 8:30 and
10:30 am.

EPISCOPAL

Calvary Episcopal — 713 South Ohio, 826-4873. The Rev. Anne Kyle,
Rector. Worship, 9 a.m.; Fellowship time, 10 a.m. www.calvarye.org
EVANGELICAL

Community Church of Sedalia — Sixth and Osage. Sunday
worship, 9:30 a.m.

Ecclesia Chapel — 900 East Ninth, Sunday 7:30 p.m. Worthship
& Ministry of the Word. Joey Beaher, 660-281-1286; P. C. Thomas,
826-9988, p.c.thomas@charter.net.

Maplewood — 25396 State Route O, 827-0532.Pastor Robert
Wauchope. Sunday school, 8:45 am,; Sunday worship, 10 am.,
AWANA 4:30pm, Youth Group (‘ANCHOR”) Sundays, 4:30-6pm &
Wednesdays, 6:30-8pm, Women's Bible study Tuesday 9:00am, Grow
Groups at various times

FOURSQUARE

Bethel Family Church — 120 E. 5th, Sedalia. www.bethelfamilychurch.
org. Sunday Services at 10:30am; Wednesday Services at 6:30pm.
LUTHERAN

Amigos de Cristo Mission — 3003 West 11th, 826-2788. Sunday
school, 10:30 a.m.; worship, Noon.

Christ & Trinity Evangelical Lutheran—2101 W. 32nd St. 826-8764.
Pastor Anne Kyle. Sunday school; Sunday worship, 11:00 a.m.

Holy Cross Lutheran — 11357 Lake Creek Ave., Cole Camp. Pastor
Tyler Poppen. Worship Service 10:30 am and Sunday school and bible
class to 9:30 am.

Our Savior Lutheran — 3700 West Broadway, 827-0226. Pastor Andrew
Tessone, Sunday school, 10:15 a.m.; Sunday worship, 9:00 a.m.

St. John’s Lutheran — 24295 Cheese Creek Rd., Cole Camp. Pastor
Tyler Poppen. Sunday worship, 8:00 a.m.; Sunday school and Bible
class, 9:00 a.m.

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran — 701 South Massachusetts. 826-
1164. Pastor Jeremy Freeman. Sunday school and Bible classes, 10:15
a.m,; Saturday worship, 5:30 p.m. Sunday worship, 9 a.m.
MESSIANIC
Beit Mayim Chayim, Home of Living Waters — 1200 E. Broadway,
Sedalia, MO 65301; Meeting every Saturday/Shabbat at 10:00 am.
Contact 660-829-5581.
METHODIST
Bethel United Methodist — 22150 Smelser Rd., Sunday worship
service, 9:15 a.m. Follow Us On Facebook.
Eldorado Methodist — 10405 Eldorado Road, Green Ridge. 816-331-
5686. Pastor Deb Galey. Sunday worship, 9:00 a.m.

Epworth Methodist — 1124 East Broadway, 826-1302., Worship
service, 9:30 a.m; Sunday school, 10:30 a.m.
First United — Celebration Center - 1701 W. 32nd. Saturday, 5:30 pm;
Sunday, 8:35 and 9:45 am; Sunday at 916 Thompson (site), 11 am. 827-
2993. Pastor Candace Fowler
Florence United — Highway 135. (660) 368-2098, Rev. Vonda Veale.
Sunday school, 10 a.m.; Sunday worship, 11 a.m.
Georgetown United (660)  826-6457.  Pastor Kenneth
Cripe. Sunday school 9:00 a.m.; Sunday worship, 10:00 a.m., first, third
and fifth Sundays.
Lake Creek United — Six miles south of Smithton on Highway W.
(660) 343-5222. Pastor Jason Veale. Sunday worship, 9 a.m.; Sunday
school, 10 a.m.
LaMonte UMC 400 North Main, 347-5557. Pastor
Galey. Sunday school, 10 a.m.; Sunday worship, 11 a.m.
New Bethel UMC — Five miles south on U.S. 65, 826-9388. Sunday
worship, 9 a.m.; Sunday school, 10 a.m.
Pleasant Hill United Methodist — 30219 Pleasant Hill Road, 826-
8856. Sunday worship, 10:15 a.m.
Smithton UMC — Walnut and Webster Streets. (660) 343-
5560. Rev. Jason Veale. Sunday worship service, 10:30 a.m.
Taylor Chapel UMC — 400 North Lamine. Pastor Calvin Pritchard.
Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.; Sunday Worship, 11 a.m.
Wesley UMC — 1322 West Broadway, 826-4502.Rev. Dennis
Harper. Sunday school, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday worship, 8:30 and 10:45 a.m.
NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Agape House Ministries — 200 S. Moniteau, 826-5581. Pastor
Gloria Perez. Sunday school, 10 a.m,; Sunday worship, 11 am;
Tuesday Making Disciples, 7 p.m.; Thursday Behind the Veil, 7 p.m.,
agapehouseministries@yahoo.com
Ancient of Days — 1201 South Summit. Pastor Gordon Adair. Sunday
morning Bible Study & Worship, 10:00 a.m.; Sunday evening Bible
Study, 5:30 p.m.
Antioch Fellowship — 507 West 24th, 827-3739. Apostle Harvey
Miller; Pastor Steve Graff; Sunday school, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday worship,
10:30 a.m.; Wednesday worship, 7 p.m.
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints — 1201 West Broadway,
827-3166. Bishop Evan R. Stout. Sacrament meeting, 10 a.m.; Sunday
school 11:10 a.m; Wednesday meetings, 6:45 p.m.
Church of New Beginnings — 1200 E. Broadway (Salvation Army
Building), Sedalia. 827-3302. Pastor Wayne Pacheco. Friday evening
worship, 7 p.m.
Community of Christ Church — 2000 South Ingram. 826-2881. Pastor
Marilyn Grechus. Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; Worship Service, 10:30
a.m; Wednesday Prayer Service, 7:00 p.m.
Abundant Harvest Worship Center — 2825 South Ingram, 827-
5153. Sr. Pastors Tony & Mary Kroeger. Service 10am Sunday; 7pm
Wednesday.
Abundant Life Christian Center — 15423 Centerline Ave. Hwy 65 &
Cole Camp Jct., Cole Camp, MO, Pastor’s Herbert & Renee Robertson.
Sunday Worship 10:00 am, Children’s Church 10:00 am. Bible Study
Wed. Night 7pm, all ages.
Goodwill Chapel — 26400 Goodwill Chapel Road. Pastor Debbie
Grossardt Arvelo. Sunday Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. Joins us On
Facebook
Houstonia Community Church — Cowboy Church 4 pm Sunday
Kingdom Hall Jehovah’s Witnesses — 2810 East Broadway. Sunday
worship, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Watchtower Study, 10:20 a.m.
LifePointe Church — Rusty Thomas-Lead Pastor;2921 W.
Broadway Blvd, Sedalia, MO, 573-301-0544; Sunday 10:30 a.m.,
Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
New Apostolic Church — Pastor Ricky Rehkop; 28th & Grand,
Sedalia, MO, 660-909-4993; Sunday Morning Service, 10:30 a.m.,
Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
Sedalia Christian Center Faith Church — 3240 South Kentucky; 827-
0559. Pastors Jack and Sue Menges. Worship, 10 a.m.
Sedalia Healing Rooms Church — Craig Shorey, Director; Service
Tuesday, 7pm; 660-826-1963; 305 S. Ohio, Sedalia
Stewart Avenue Church of Christ — 14th and Stewart. Bible classes,
9:45 a.m,; Sunday worship, 10:40 am. and 6 p.m,; Every 2nd & 5th
Sunday - 10:40am & 1:30pm; Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
The Gathering Church — Sunday Service 10:45 am. 206 W. Main
St., Sedalia, MO 65301. For more information email cate_Joanna@
yahoo.com.
True-Vine Church of God in Christ (formerly Jones Holy Temple)
— 600 North Moniteau. Pastor Javion Jones. Sunday school, 10
a.m,; Sunday worship, 11:15 a.m. Bible Study-Tuesday 6:00PM
Vision Church — 723 E. 13th. Pastor Dave Hague. Prayer service
Wednesday 6:30 p.m; Sunday school, 9:30-1030 a.m.;Sunday
worship, 10:45 a.m.
W.A.T.E.R. Ministries — Dresden- 19131 Third Road, 660-343-3650.
Pastors Reed & Kim Lange; Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.
Word of Life Apostolic Temple — 701 W, Main, 573-644-2132.
Elder Willie Cunningham. Sunday Service 10:00 a.m,; Bible Class,
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.
Worship House — 701 E. 5th St., Sedalia. Sunday Service, 10:00 a.m.;
Bible Study, Communion & Prayer Wed., 6:00 p.m..
OPEN BIBLE
Liberty Life Center — 1501 Driftwood Dr., 826-5145 or 281-7404.
Pastor Gary & Linda Smith. Sunday Nurture 9:30 a.m., Sunday
Worship 10:30 a.m., Wednesday night service 6:30 p.m.
Discover Church — 23000 Route B, 826-8712. Lead Pastor Ed Spencer,
Jr.. Sunday worship, 10 a.m. Bible Study 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays.
PENTECOSTAL
Crossroads Church of God — 2119 EastNinth, 864-948-
9257. Pastor Chris King, Sunday school, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday worship,
10:30 a.m.; Wednesday Night Service, 6:30 p.m.
First United Pentecostal — 2805 South Ohio, 826-4556. Pastor
Steven Palmer. Sunday school, 10 a.m,;Sunday worship, 6:30
p.m.; Wednesday worship, 7:30 p.m.
New Life Apostolic Church - 22743 Hwy T, Dresden. Service time:
Sunday 11am; Wednesday 7:30pm Bible Study; Friday night prayer
meeting 7:30pmy; Pastor Stephen Zingre 660-281-9584
New Life United Pentecostal Church - 356 SW State Route 13,
Warrensburg, MO 64093. Sunday School, 10am; Sunday Night
Worship, 4pm; Wednesday Night Bible Study, 7pm; Pastor Mike
Jackson (660) 596-3452
Real Life Church — 24th and Ohio, 826-5330.Logan Patrick,
pastor. Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m.; Wed. Bible study, 7 p.m.
Victory Tabernacle — 505 W. Gay St, Warrensburg, 816-304-
2914. Pastor Harry D. Stevens, Christian Education, Sunday 9:30 a.m.;
Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m.; Tues. Bible class, 11 a.m.
PRESBYTERIAN
Broadway Presbyterian — 209 W. Broadway, 826-1708. Pastor Rob
Hughes. 9:30 a.m. Faith education; 10:30 a.m. Worship.
Green Ridge Preshyterian — 310 South Main, (660) 527-3533. Randy
& Dianna Marcum, pastors. Sunday Morning: Worship, 10 a.m;
Longwood Presbyterian — Sunday worship, 9:00 a.m.; Sunday school,
10:00 a.m; Rev Philip Olson
Otterville Preshyterian — (660) 366-4280. Sunday school, 10 a.m;
Sunday worship, 10 a.m.; Pastor Dianna Marcum
Range Line Preshyterian — Houstonia, Sunday worship, 9:00 a.m;
Sunday school, 10:00 a.m.
SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh-Day  Adventist 29525 Highway ~ 50. Pastor
Al Oetman. Sabbath school and Bible study, 9:30 a.m. Saturday;
Saturday worship, 11 a.m.
Sharon Chapel — 105 EastJohnson. Pastor Donnie McClure.
Saturday Sabbath school, 9:30 a.m.; Saturday worship, 11 a.m.
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Immanuel United Church of Christ — 418 W, Fourth, 826-
3553. Sunday worship and Children’s Sunday school, 10:30 a.m. www.
iuccsedalia.com
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Friends,” opened this week.

|

Artist Becky King, right, adjusts her artwork on Wednesday with Linda Hoover, pres-
ident of Sedalia Visual Art Association, at City Hall. Her exhibit, “Faith, Family, and
PHOTOS BY FAITH BEMISS-MCKINNEY | DEMOCRAT

“The Crossing,” a painting by Becky King, received first place in 2021 at Boonville Her-
itage Days in Boonville.

Magic

From Page A1

“it’s not as much of a
nervous energy, it’s just
excitement;” Reza said. “It's
always the best part of my
day, being on stage. It doesn’t
matter if it's a crowd of 1,000
people or last month we had
14,000 people at one single
show and the nerves are
never there. It's always just
the excitement of feeding
off of a live crowd and the
energy of that crowd”

To set his shows apart
from traditional shows, Reza
developed his own style. He
said attending his show is
“like a rock concert meets a
magic show””

“To break the barrier to
a successful career, I had to
figure out a way to make
it unique;” Reza said. “So I
started designing my own
illusions to create magic
that had never been seen
before and also create a style
that was unique as well. So
all of that has been a brand
that we've developed over
the years, to stand out from
those apart from other ma-

gicians in the industry”

Reza said he hopes his
shows will give everyone
a chance to escape from
everyday life and experi-
ence the joy and wonder of
magic.

“T feel like it’s just a unique
experience to see something
impossible;,” Reza said. “We
have so much going on
in our everyday lives that
could be stressful and cause
negative feelings. So to come
together like this, It's just two
hours that you don't have to
worry about anything.

“And no matter what age
you are, you can feel like a
kid again. And so thats a
unique experience I think,
to bring people and bring
joy and happiness and
excitement and all those
things like to look out in the
audience and see all those
things taking place”

The show isat 7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 5 at Hen-
dricks Hall on the University
of Central Missouri campus.

Tickets can be purchased
at www.RezaLive.com or by
calling 1-844-TTX-3060.

Meliyah Venerable can be
reached at 660-747-8123.

THE WEATHER

Reza poses with crowd at a live show in Miami.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF REZA

Reza stands in front of a jet turbine blade at a live show.

@ AccuWeather

Reza stands on top of a wooden box as a red cloth falls
during one of his performances.
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Largest US newspaper chain draws ire for hiring Taylor Swift and Beyoncé reporters

By Maria Sherman
and David Bauder
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — This
week the United States’
biggest newspaper chain
posted to its site two
unusual job listings: a
Taylor Swift reporter and a
Beyoncé reporter.

Gannett, which owns
more than 200 daily
papers, will employ these
new hires through USA
Today and The Tennesse-
an, the company’s Nash-
ville-based newspaper. The
chain is looking for “mod-
ern storytellers” adept in
print, audio and visual
journalism, said Michael
Anastasi, The Tennessean’s
editor and Gannett’s vice
president for local news.

“Seeing both the facts
and the fury, the Taylor
Swift reporter will identify
why the pop star’s influ-
ence only expands, what
her fanbase stands for in
pop culture, and the effect
she has across the music
and business worlds,” the
company said in its job
description.

Similarly, the company
wants a journalist who can
capture Beyoncés effect on
society and the industries
in which she operates.

Anastasi said the
Tennessean already has
a three-person music
team and “I put our
sophisticated coverage up
against anybody.” Gan-
nett is always looking for
opportunities to make
itself essential for paying
customers, he said.

Critics of the new roles
cited layoffs at Gannett,
where the workforce has
shrunk 47% in the last
three years because of
layoffs and attrition, ac-
cording to the NewsGuild.
At some newspapers, the
union said the headcount
has fallen by as much as
90%. Last year alone, Gan-
nett cut about 6% of its
roughly 3,440-person U.S.
media division.

Some journalists said
that while hiring these
massively popular art-
ist-specific roles reflect
their influence in pop
culture, they do fail to
invest in local journalism
at a company known for
its local dailies.

“At a time when so
much serious news and
local reporting is being
cut, it’s a decision to raise
some questions about,’
Rick Edmonds, an expert
at the journalism think
tank Poynter Institute, said

of the new positions.

Said Anastasi: “We're
not hiring a Taylor Swift
reporter at the expense of
other reporters.”

Some journalists
criticized the job listings
for presenting superfan
behavior as a full-time
journalism job. Music
writer Jeremy Gordon
said on social media that
it “doesn’t feel great to see
‘full-time stan’ go out as
an actual journalism job.”
(“Stan” is slang for super-
fan.)

If the hire acts more like
a fan than a journalist, the
decision could backfire on
Gannett. But if the job is
done well, and the report-
ers can penetrate tightly
controlled operations to
glean insights, they can
establish themselves as
national authorities on
important cultural figures.

Representatives for
Swift and Beyoncé did not
immediately respond to
requests for comment.

Omiseeke Tinsley,
academic and author of
“Beyoncé in Formation:
Remixing Black Femi-
nism,” says this type of
role makes space for more
positive stories about
Black women.

But also, she adds, the

existence of both jobs di-
rectly reflects Beyoncé and

out of new words to de-
scribe him at some point.

Swift’s economic power. “If He could use his own

there wasn’t that compo-
nent to it, there wouldn’t
be a Beyoncé reporter;,”
Tinsley said.

It is not uncommon for
journalists to develop a
beat on a specific figure,
particularly in politics
— as evidenced by Amy
Chozick, whom the New
York Times hired in 2013
to cover Hillary Clinton
exclusively. But most en-
tertainment journalists are
responsible for reporting
on a wide range of talent
— even if they are subject
matter experts on a specif-
ic artist.

That was the case for
Los Angeles Times re-
porter Suzy Exposito, who
called herself an “unof-
ficial” beat reporter on
popular reggaetonero Bad
Bunny because she spent a
disproportionate amount
of time in a previous job
covering him compared to
other priorities.

“His near-weekly output
became really overwhelm-
ing, and it took away focus
from a lot of other artists
who were also making
compelling work,” Exposi-
to said. “He’s so prolific
that I think I literally ran

reporter, t0o”

She said a major chal-
lenge for entertainment
journalists is the sheer
volume of releases from
pop artists. “The business
of music is a numbers
game,” Exposito said. “Hit
records become deluxe
editions become sold-out
world tours, and it can be
dizzying for a general mu-
sic journalist to keep up”

So, are artist-specific
jobs the future of music
journalism?

“It is a bit odd, but Tay-
lor Swift Inc., I guess you
would call it, is a big eco-
nomic driver right now,”
said Eric Grode, director
of the Goldring Arts Jour-
nalism and Communica-
tions program at Syracuse
University. “Taylor Swift is
doing a lot of newsworthy
things beyond just selling
concert tickets”

If a reporter takes the
job seriously and provides
more than breathless
concert coverage, their
established expertise could
be valuable for a news
organization, Grode said.
Still, there are very few
musicians who have such a
wide cultural reach.

The likelihood of fans to
click on stories about Swift
or Beyoncé makes it an
obvious motivating factor
in designing the new jobs,
Exposito said.

“Digital media is now
competing with fan
accounts on social me-
dia — not when it comes
to accuracy, but when it
comes to being the first
source to report on pop
stars’ developments,” she
said.

Top artists prioritize the
attention and work of ex-
pert reporters, leading to
what critic Soraya Roberts
has called a “ culture of
sameness “ — yet anoth-
er barrier to local arts
coverage.

Tinsley believes that
posts on social media
criticizing the focus of
these new roles may reflect
a culture of sexism.

“Adding to the panthe-
on of what figures and
representatives matter
has the potential to do
something important,” she
said. “I believe some of the
dismissals (of these roles)
have to do with what we
value and don’t value as
a society — and I think
there’s an implicit misogy-
ny in it”

After days of heavy rain and flooding in New England, Hurricane Lee is up next

By DAVID SHARP
and PATRICK
WHITTLE

Associated Press

PORTLAND, Maine —
Days of wild weather that
produced torrential rain,
flooding, sinkholes and a
tornado in New England
could be a prelude to
something more dangerous
lurking offshore — Hurri-
cane Lee.

As the Category 1
system swirled southwest
of Bermuda, Maine Gov.
Janet Mills declared a state
of emergency on Thursday,
and the state was under its
first hurricane watch in 15
years. The water-logged
region prepared for 20-foot
(6-meter) waves and wind
gusts up to 70 mph (112
kph), along with more rain.

A dangerous storm surge
was projected for Friday
evening for Massachusetts’
Cape Cod Bay and Nan-
tucket Island, while the
brunt of the storm was to
arrive early Saturday.

Although Lee did not
contribute to the recent
flooding, it threatened to
exacerbate conditions in a
region that is already much
too wet.

The Coast Guard and
emergency management
agencies warned New
England residents to be
prepared, and utility com-
panies brought in reinforce-
ments to deal with power
outages. At Boothbay Har-
bor Marina in Maine, the
community came together
to remove boats from the
water to keep them out of
harm’s way.

“It’s a batten-down-the-
hatches kind of day;” owner
Kim Gillies said Thursday.

Similar scenes played out
at Kennebunkport Marina,
where crews planned to
take 100 boats out of the
water, said Cathy Norton,
marina manager.

Commercial lobster
fisherman Steve Train
said fishermen have been
sinking gear in deeper water

to protect against storm
damage. Fishing boats were
also headed to the safety of
harbors.

In Canada, where the
remnants of Hurricane
Fiona a year ago washed
houses into the ocean,
knocked out power to
most of two provinces and
swept a 72-year-old woman
into the sea, residents of
western Nova Scotia and
southern New Brunswick
were warned to prepare for
power outages and flooding
this weekend.

New Brunswick Min-
ister of Public Safety Kris
Austin urged residents to
assemble a 72-hour safety
kit that included batteries,
water, food, medication and
aradio.

In her emergency dec-
laration on Thursday, the
governor urged people to
take the storm seriously and
to make preparations. Mills,
a Democrat, also asked
President Joe Biden to issue
a preemptive presidential
disaster declaration to give
the state access to federal
resources.

Earlier in the week, the
region saw 10 inches (25
centimeters) of rain over six
hours. Tornado warnings
were posted Wednesday for
communities in Massachu-
setts and Rhode Island, and
more heavy rain opened up
sinkholes and brought dev-
astating flooding to several
areas.

The National Weather
Service in Boston con-
firmed Thursday that
damage to trees and power
lines in Rhode Island and
Connecticut the day before
was consistent with a
tornado. In Lincoln, Rhode
Island, photos taken after
the storm showed that at
least one roof was damaged,
and the press box at the
high school stadium tipped
into the bleachers.

At midday Thursday, Lee
was spinning 245 miles (395
kilometers) southwest of
Bermuda, with maximum
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sustained winds of 90 mph,
according to the National
Hurricane Center. It was
traveling north on a path
that could lead to landfall
in Nova Scotia, possibly as
a tropical storm, forecasters
said.

The system threatened
to bring a mixed bag of
threats. Ocean waves as tall
as 20 feet could lash the
coast, damaging structures
and causing erosion; power-
ful wind gusts could knock
down trees weakened by a
wet summer; and rain could
cause flash flooding in a
region where the soil is al-
ready saturated, said Louise

Fode, a National Weather
Service meteorologist in
Maine.

The state’s eastern coast
— known as the Down East
region — and the coast of
Nova Scotia was expected to
bear the brunt of the storm,
though the track could shift
before the system arrives,
Fode said.

One thing working in the
region’s favor: The storm
surge will not be accom-
panied by an astronomical
high tide, helping to lower
the risk, she said.

New England has expe-
rienced its share of flooding
this summer, including a
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storm that dumped up to
two months of rain in two
days in Vermont in July,
resulting in two deaths.
Scientists are finding that
storms around the world
are forming in a warmer at-
mosphere, making extreme
rainfall more frequent.
Massachusetts Gov.
Maura Healey issued a state
of emergency late Tuesday
following “catastrophic
flash flooding and property
damage” in two counties
and other communities.
The torrential downpour
in a six-hour period was a
“200-year event,” said Mat-
thew Belk, a meteorologist

There was NO WINNER last week, so be sure
to look in Saturday’s Sedalia Democrat for
your chance to win up to

$1800

with the National Weather
Service in Boston.

The state is monitoring
the conditions of dams,
the governor said, and she
urged residents to stay oft
the roads when ordered.

The rain created several
sinkholes in Leominster,
Massachusetts, including
one at a car dealership
where several vehicles
were swallowed up. In
Providence, Rhode Island,
downpours flooded a
parking lot and parts of a
shopping mall. Firefighters
used inflatable boats to res-
cue more than two dozen
people stranded in cars.
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UCM offense clicking ahead of No. 3 Pitt State

By Joe Andrews

joea@warrensburgstarjournal.com

WARRENSBURG —
Mules football wide receiver
Arkell Smith went into
the 2023 season ready for
takeoff.

The flight has gone to
plan so far. Through two
games, the sixth-year senior
leads the MIAA in receiving
yardage while sitting No. 4 in
NCAA Division IL

“He’s endured a lot of
things here at the University
of Central Missouri,” Central
Missouri head coach Josh
Lamberson said. “A coaching
change, some lean years.
COVID. He stuck it out
through and through ... Re-
ally, he is just focussed on the
give. Now he’s getting, which
is a gratifying thing for us”

Smith has 300 receiving
yards and four touchdowns
to his name oft 20 receptions.

He had nine catches for
152 yards and three touch-
downs against Central Okla-
homa on Sept. 9, earning
him MIAA Offensive Athlete
of the Week recognition for
week two.

His scores against the
Bronchos included recep-
tions of 12, 21 and 27 yards.
The last two touchdowns
arrived in the second half.

Smith credits the success
to first-year offensive coor-
dinator/wide receivers coach
Justin Bane.

“With our scheme,we just
wanted to wear them down,”
Smith said. “Quick offense
and over the top. In the
second half I think they just
kind of folded and it opened
it up for us”

Smith sits as one of 11 dif-
ferent Mules to have caught a
pass this season.

Redshirt sophomore Jack
Pospisil, redshirt junior De-
marcus Gregory and redshirt
sophomore Michael Fitzger-
ald each have more than 100
yards of receiving with red-
shirt senior Zion Perry and
sophomore Price Morgan
right outside the range.

The core has assisted
the Mules to the top of the
MIAA and No. 2 in Division
IT in total offense with 554.5
yards per game, including
446 yards per game in the air.

See UCM | A14
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Central Missouri redshirt senior wide receiver Arkell Smith signals a touchdown against Central Oklahoma on

Saturday, Sept. 9, at Walton Stadium.
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Sporting Kansas City announced Thursday it reached an agreement on a new
Designated Player contract with star forward Alan Pulido, who is among the leading
goalscorers in Major League Soccer this season. The extension keeps Pulido in Kansas

City through the 2026 season.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SPORTING KANSAS CITY

Sporting KC agrees to multi-
year extension with Alan Pulido

By Bryan Everson
bryane@sedaliademocrat.com

Whatever uncertainty
fans might have had that
striker Alan Pulido would
remain with Sporting
Kansas City beyond 2023
were put to rest Thursday
afternoon.

Sporting reached an
agreement with the Mex-
ican forward on a new
Designated Player con-

tract that extends through
2026.

“I stay here and extend
my contract because [ am
very happy here,” Pulido
said during Thursday’s
press conference. “I enjoy
all the time when I come
here to training. The team
and the group is fantastic”

It marks the end of
rumors that have swirled
all season around Pulido,

32, a number of which
have emanated from south
of the border. Speculation
ranged anywhere from the
possibility of a midseason
transfer to the prospect of
him leaving as a free agent
and re-signing with a Liga
MX Club, including com-
ments about the player
from Cruz Azul sporting
director Oscar Pérez in

June.
See PULIDO | A14

By Dave Skretta

Associated Press

Kansas State made quick work of Mis-
souri a year ago, when the old conference
foes renewed their rivalry in Manhattan,
Kansas.

Well, it would have been quick if not
for the driving rainstorm and hour-long
lightning delay.

All it did was make the dreary day
even worse for Tigers coach Eli Drink-
witz, whose team was soundly beaten by
the Wildcats in their first matchup since
Missouri bolted the Big 12 for the SEC.
Brady Cook struggled through the air,

Sept. 9, 2023, in Columbia, Mo.

Middle Tennessee safety Jakobe Thomas, left, tackles Missouri running back
Nathaniel Peat during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game Saturday,

No. 14 K-State heads to Mizzou
trying to repeat lopsided win

the ground game couldn’t get anything
going and Kansas State ran roughshod
offensively in a 40-12 rout that could
have been worse.

“Just a weird day in general with the
amount of delays we had and how hard it
was raining,” recalled Kansas State coach
Chris Klieman. “T know it was a very
difficult day to throw the football. It was
pouring. It was just a very strange day””

The weather figures to be a whole lot
better Saturday when the teams meet
again in Columbia, Missouri.

Whether the outcome will be different
remains to be seen.

See MIZZOU | A14
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Jags' Pederson seeking 1st win against mentor, close friend Andy Reid

Jacksonville Jaguars head coach Doug Pederson is seen during the first half of an NFL

football game against the Indianapolis Colts Sunday, Sept. 10, 2023, in Indianapolis.
PHOTO BY JEFF DEAN | AP PHOTO

By Mark Long
AP Pro Football Writer

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Doug Peder-
son has known Andy Reid for nearly 30
years.

He played for Reid in Green Bay
(1996-98) and then Philadelphia (1999).
He spent seven years coaching under
Reid in Philadelphia (2009-12) and then
Kansas City (2013-15).

They share offensive philosophies,
coaching principles and core beliefs.

They’ll share the field for the third time
in 10 months when Pederson and the
Jacksonville Jaguars (1-0) host Reid and
the Kansas City Chiefs (0-1) on Sunday.
And Pederson is still looking for a break-
through victory against his mentor and
close friend.

“I got a ton of respect for Coach Reid
and his career and what he’s done,” Peder-
son said Wednesday. “I've played for him.

I worked for him and obviously youd love
to eventually win a football game against
him”

Pederson is 0-3 in head-to-head
matchups against Reid, with all three of
those played at Arrowhead Stadium in
Kansas City.

The Chiefs beat Pederson and Philadel-
phia 27-20 in Week 2 of the 2017 season;
the Eagles rebounded and ultimately won
the Super Bowl. The Chiefs swept the Jag-
uars last season, winning 27-17 in Week
10 and 27-20 in the divisional round of
the AFC playoffs.

Pederson still laments the most recent
one. His defense gave up a 98-yard drive
with Patrick Mahomes (sprained ankle)
sidelined in the second quarter. His of-
fense had two chances to tie the game in
the third and couldn’t move the ball past
midfield, and then turned the ball over
twice in the fourth.

See JAGS | A14
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SPORTS GALENDAR

Friday

ONTAP

HIGH

SCHOOL FOOTBALL
Jefferson City at Smith-Cot-

ton

Windsor at Lincoln
Orchard Farm at Tipton

Lone Jack with Kingsville at
Cole Camp

HIGH SCHOOL
8-MAN FOOTBALL

Sweet Springs at Northwest
with Otterville

HIGH SCHOOL
BOYS SOCCER

Green Ridge, Smith-Cotton
at Moberly Invitational

St. Paul Lutheran at La
Monte

Sacred Heart at Christian
Fellowship Sr.

ON AIR
AUSTRALIAN RULES
FOOTBALL (MEN’S)

4:30 a.m. FS2 — AFL Play-
offs: Melbourne at Carlton,
Semifinal

4:15 a.m. (Saturday)

FS2 — AFL Playoffs: Great-
er Western Sydney at Port
Adelaide, Semifinal

AUSTRALIAN RULES
FOOTBALL (WOMEN’S)

10 p.m. FS2 — AFL: Rich-
mond at Greater Western
Sydney
AUTO RACING

4:25 a.m. ESPN2 — For-
mula 1: Practice, Marina Bay
Street Circuit, Marina Bay,
Singapore

7:55 a.m. ESPN2 — For-
mula 1: Practice, Marina Bay
Street Circuit, Marina Bay,
Singapore

1:30 p.m. USA — NASCAR
Xfinity Series: Qualifying,
Bristol Motor Speedway,
Bristol, Tenn.

3:30 p.m. USA — NASCAR
Cup Series: Practice and
Qualifying, Bristol Motor
Speedway, Bristol, Tenn.

6:30 p.m. USA — NASCAR

Xfinity Series: The Food City
300, Playoffs — Round of
12, Bristol Motor Speedway,
Bristol, Tenn.

9:30 p.m. FS1 — NHRA:
Qualifying, Maple Grove
Raceway, Mohnton, Pa.
(Taped)

4:25 a.m. (Saturday)
ESPN2 — Formula 1: Prac-
tice, Marina Bay Street Cir-
cuit, Marina Bay, Singapore

BOXING

8:30 p.m. SHO — ShoBox:
The New Generation, Bethle-
hem, Penn. (Taped)

9 p.m. ESPN — Top Rank
Main Card: Luis Alberto
Lopez vs. Joet Gonzalez
(Featherweights), Corpus
Christi, Texas

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
6 p.m. ESPN — Army at
UTSA

FS1 — Virginia at Maryland

7 p.m. CBSSN — Utah St.
at Air Force

COLLEGE
SOCCER (MEN’S)

7 p.m. ACCN — Virginia
Tech at Louisville
COLLEGE
SOCCER (WOMEN’S)

5 p.m. ACCN — Syracuse
at Miami

COLLEGE

VOLLEYBALL (WOMEN’S)
4:30 p.m. BTN — lllinois at

UCF

7 p.m. BTN — Southern
Cal at Purdue

GOLF

6 a.m. GOLF — DP World
Tour: The BMW PGA Cham-
pionship, Second Round,
Wentworth Club — West
Course, Surrey, England

12:30 p.m. GOLF — Korn
Ferry Tour: The Simmons
Bank Open For The Sned-
eker Foundation, Second
Round, The Grove, College
Grove, Tenn.

3 p.m. GOLF — PGA Tour
Champions: The Sanford

International, First Round,
Minnehaha Country Club,
Sioux Falls, S.D.

5 p.m. GOLF — PGA Tour:
The Fortinet Championship,
Second Round, Silverado
Resort and Spa — North
Course, Napa, Calif.

HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL

7 p.m. ESPNU — McCallie
(Tenn.) at Brentwood Acade-
my (Tenn.)

HORSE RACING
Noon FS2 — NYRA: Ameri-
ca’s Day at the Races

MLB BASEBALL

5:30 p.m. MLBN — Region-
al Coverage: NY Yankees
at Pittsburgh OR Atlanta at
Miami

6:05 p.m. APPLETV+ —
Tampa Bay at Baltimore

7:15 p.m. APPLETV+ —
Philadelphia at St. Louis

9 p.m. MLBN — Regional
Coverage: LA Dodgers at
Seattle OR Chicago Cubs at
Arizona (8:30 p.m.)
RUGBY (MEN’S)

1 a.m. (Saturday)

FS2 — NRL: Newcastle at
New Zealand
RUGBY (WOMEN’S)

2:55 a.m. (Saturday)

FS2 — NRL: North
Queensland at Sydney
TENNIS

7 a.m. TENNIS — Davis
Cup Finals Group Stage:
Spain vs. Serbia, Britain vs.
Switzerland, Italy vs. Chile,
Croatia vs. Finland

4 p.m. TENNIS — San
Diego-WTA Semifinal

7:30 p.m. TENNIS — San
Diego-WTA, Osaka-WTA
Semifinals
WNBA BASKETBALL

6:30 p.m. ESPN2 — Play-
offs First Round: Washington
at New York, Game 1

8:30 p.m. ESPN2 — Play-
offs First Round: Atlanta at
Dallas, Game 1

Red Sox fire executive Bloom
amidst stumble toward
another last-place finish

By Jimmy
Golen
Associated Press

BOSTON — The
Boston Red Sox fired
Chief Baseball Offi-
cer Chaim Bloom on
Thursday as the team
stumbled toward a
third last-place finish
in four seasons.

The team made
the announcement
before the start of a
doubleheader against
the New York Yan-
kees, who took the
first two games of the
series to drop Boston
into a tie for last.

“The decision was
not made lightly or
easily,” President &
CEO Sam Kennedy
read from a prepared
statement before his
press conference.
“We all know where
we are in the stand-
ings. It’s a painful
reality that fans feel
as deeply as we do.
Our fans deserve a
winning, competitive
team that consistent-
ly plays postseason
baseball”

Bloom was hired
from the Tampa Bay
Rays to help revive
the farm system and
bring financial stabil-
ity to a team that was
one of baseball’s big-
gest spenders. One of
his first moves was to
trade 2018 AL MVP
Mookie Betts, a year
before he was eligible
for free agency, on
a mandate from
ownership to get the
payroll in order.

But the return for

Betts was unspec-
tacular — outfielder
Alex Verdugo and
some prospects that
have not panned
out — and other
moves have failed to
yield results at the
major league level.
Bloom also watched
shortstop Xander
Bogaerts, whom the
organzation devel-
oped into a four-time
All-Star, depart as a
free agent.

“I think we've al-
ways been consistent,
trying to build, build
that farm system,
but win at the major
league level has al-
ways been a priority,”
Kennedy said. “Ob-
viously, the past two
seasons we haven’t
been there and the
change was made”

Entering Thurs-
day’s doubleheader,
the Red Sox were
267-262 in Bloom’s
tenure, with a trip to
the AL Champion-
ship Series in 2021.

“It’s hard to say it’s
not related to results
because that’s what
this is all about,”
Kennedy said. “We’re
aiming for World Se-
ries championships.
That’s it. That’s the
aim, that’s the goal.
We're here to win
World Series champi-
onships. While we're
here, we're not going
to waste this oppor-
tunity. That’s what
the Boston Red Sox
are all about”

Kennedy said
Bloom was informed
of the decision by

owner John Hen-
ry, Chairman Tom
Werner and himself
Thursday morning.

The team said gen-
eral manager Brian
O’Halloran “has been
offered a new senior
leadership position
within the baseball
operations depart-
ment.”

O’Halloran will
run the department
in the interim, along
with assistant gen-
eral managers Eddie
Romero, Raquel
Ferreira and Michael
Groopman.

After going 86
years without a
World Series champi-
onship, the Red Sox
have won four since
2004, the most for
anyone this century.

But they’ve done it
with three different
baseball bosses —
Theo Epstein (2004,
‘07), Ben Cherington
(‘13) and Dave Dom-
browski (‘18) — and
five different manag-
ers over that span as
the team rode a roller
coaster that has also
seen it finish last in
the AL East five times
since 2012.

“We expected a
team that would be
in this thing, a post-
season contender and
unfortunately we all
know we feel short of
that,” Kennedy said.
“We are in the results
business. Results,
ultimately, always
matter.”

Epstein is not a
candidate to return,
Kennedy said.
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HOROSCOPES

By Georgia Nicols

Moon Alert: Avoid shopping or important de-
cisions from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. EDT today
(6:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. PDT). After that, the Moon
moves from Virgo into Libra.

Happy Birthday for Friday, Sept. 15, 2023:

You work hard to achieve your goals. You often
specialize in something, and your success de-
pends on your mastery of a technique. Simplicity
is the key to life this year. It's time to create solid
foundations. Take charge of your health. Exercise
and explore martial arts or yoga.

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll Have:
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Dif-
ficult
ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% %% Unexpected changes related to your
job are happening now. You might have felt
these changes very recently, or they might hap-
pen today. It could be a minor change, or major.
Likewise, sudden news that affects your health
might arrive — even sudden news about your pet.
Tonight: Cooperate.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

%% %% Social occasions are different and excit-
ing today, no question. This is the classic day to
enjoy meeting new faces and seeing new places.
Social plans might suddenly change. Surprise
invitations might appear. Unexpected flirtations will
be exciting! Tonight: Socialize.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

% %% Your home routine is changing because
of many little details recently. This is not the time to
sit around and relax. You'’re energetic, restless and
eager for something to happen! Get out there and
fly your colors! Stock the fridge for unexpected
events that might occur at home. Tonight: Play!

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% % This is an exciting time for you! Short
trips, new places, new faces, fresh ideas, all kinds
of things are stimulating and exciting! Make sure
you take time to catch your breath. Enjoy talking
to others and learning new information that will be
stimulating for you. Tonight: Cocoon.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

%% Something unexpected might impact
your earnings, your belongings or your assets in
general. Therefore, keep your eyes peeled. On
the upside, you might suddenly have a boon! You
might get a prize, win something, get a raise or
make more money. Admittedly, the reverse can
also be true. (Bummer.) Tonight: Conversations!

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

%% % Today is full of possibilities and new
discoveries. You might meet new people. Exciting
things are possible. You're also willing to be very
frank about who you are when talking to others.
“That was back when | was doing pole dancing.”
No aspect of your self is hidden. Tonight: Check
your pOsSsSessions.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%k %% You feel restless and impulsive today.
You're waiting for the other shoe to drop. Anything
might happen, because you could decide to take
off in a new direction or do something different.
You won'’t hesitate to initiate meeting others, es-
pecially creative, artistic types. “Did you drop this
paintbrush?” Tonight: You win!

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

%% You will meet someone unusual or very
different today. It might be in a group setting.
Possibly, this person will inspire you to change
your goals or do something different in the future.
They might excite you and make you feel younger.
Tonight: Solitude.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

* %% When dealing with parents, bosses,
teachers or authority figures, including the police,
expect someone to catch you off guard. “Busted!”
This might be a pleasant surprise from this individ-
ual, or you might be caught red-handed with no
place to go. (Be smart and hide all the evidence
right now.) Tonight: Friends.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

%% % Travel plans might suddenly change
today. Check all details. Ironically, some of you
might have to travel when you didn’t expect to
do so. Likewise, schedules related to universities
and schools might suddenly change. Once again,
check all details. “Nobody expects the Spanish
Inquisition!” Tonight: You are admired.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% %% Double-check banking details and
issues about shared property or shared responsi-
bilities. Something unexpected could impact these
areas for you today. Quite possibly, whatever oc-
curs will give you greater freedom in the future. It's
also a day for hot romance. Tonight: Explore!

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

%% A friend, partner or spouse might surprise
you today by revealing something that you didn’t
know. Or they might surprise you by the way they
act. At any rate, this is not a boring day. You might
also encounter fascinating people in the general
public. Tonight: Check your finances.

BORN TODAY
Prince Harry (1984), actor Tommy Lee Jones
(1946), actor Tom Hardy (1977)
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Manchester United’s Antony reacts during the Premier League soccer match between Tottenham Hotspur and

Manchester United at the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London, England, Saturday, Aug. 19, 2023.
PHOTO BY ALBERTO PEZZALI | AP PHOTO

Man U’s Ten Hag hit by slew of
problems in troubled start to season

By James Robson
AP Soccer Writer

MANCHESTER,
England — Manchester
United has been beset
with problems on and off
the field, and the Premier
League season is only four
games old.

After already losing
twice, results and per-
formances have been
disappointing; particu-
larly when manager Erik
ten Hag was expected to
mount more of a challenge
to defending champion
Manchester City in his
second year in charge.

Off the field, it has been
even more turbulent.

Amid a backlash from
fans, United eventually
decided to part ways with
Mason Greenwood, six
months after a criminal
investigation of attempted
rape was closed by prose-
cutors.

The club then had to
contend with allegations
of domestic abuse made
against Brazil winger Ant-
ony, who has been given a
leave of absence to address
the claims.

Meanwhile, United said
on Thursday that Jadon
Sancho would train away
from the first team over a
disciplinary issue.

Sancho used social me-
dia to air his grievances by
saying he had been made
a “scapegoat” after being
cut from United’s squad
for its last game before the
international break, a 3-1
loss to Arsenal.

All of that comes at the
same time as uncertainty
continues to surround the
ownership of the club, 10
months after it was put on
the market.

Regarding the on-field
matters, Ten Hag is also
dealing with a spate of
injuries to key players
including Mason Mount,
Luke Shaw and Raphael
Varane.

In that sense, a two-
week pause for interna-
tional soccer might have
been a welcome relief to
the Dutch coach. The visit
of Brighton to Old Traf-
ford on Saturday, however,
represents the potential
of another setback for
a United team that has
looked vulnerable so far
this season.

After all, Brighton beat
United home and away last
season and inflicted a first
defeat on Ten Hag in his
opening game as manager.

The south coast club
seems serene in compari-
son to the troubles at Unit-
ed, but has had to handle
its own upheaval over
the past year after losing
star players, its manager
and a key executive. Still,
the club has continued to
over-perform, qualifying
for this season’s Europa
League and unearthing
more talent in highly-rat-
ed striker Evan Ferguson.

Brighton has become a
benchmark of how to run
a soccer club well, with an
outstanding recruitment
set up and savvy, imagina-
tive managerial hires.

In the last transfer win-
dow it brought in about
$204 million in sales,
with midfielders Moises
Caicedo and Alexis Mac
Allister the big departures.
Last season, it made sales
worth about $148 million,
with Marc Cucurella, Yves
Bissouma and Leandro
Trossard making moves to
Premier League rivals.

Manager Graham Potter
was lured away by Chel-
sea, as well as recruitment
chief Paul Winstanley.

Yet Brighton secured its
highest top flight position,
finishing sixth under Pot-
ter’s replacement, Roberto
De Zerbi, advanced to the
semifinals of the FA Cup
and qualified for Europe.

“We are always pre-
pared for a head coach
suddenly leaving for
whatever reason,” Brighton
owner Tony Bloom said
this week. “But until you
bring one in and see how
they settle, you really don't
know how they are going
to work out. We were
extremely fortunate that
we got someone of such
high quality as Roberto to
come in”

Brighton’s preparation
for upheaval appears to be
the secret to its success, six
years after it was promoted
to the top flight. There is
an expectation that the
league’s biggest clubs will
try to lure its best talent, as
was the case when Chelsea
signed Caicedo and Mac
Allister joined Liverpool.

“It was not unexpected
that Alexis and Moises

have left the club in the
summer, Bloom said. “But
we've been prepared for a
number of months.

“I prefer to be in the sit-
uation where lots of clubs
and lots of the media are
talking about our players,
which means we’re doing
something right as a club
and obviously those play-
ers are performing really
well on the pitch”

Ferguson, who scored
a hat trick in Brighton’s
3-1 win against Newcastle
before the international
break, has already been
linked with a move to
United.

It’s a measure of
Brighton’s growing am-
bition that it has signed
highly-rated Barcelona
forward Ansu Fati on a
season-long loan.

United is still trying
to recover from a series
of mistakes made in the
transfer market since Alex
Ferguson retired as man-
ager in 2013. It has been
10 years since the storied
club won its last league ti-
tle, but there is encourage-
ment Ten Hag is moving it
in the right direction after
finishing third last year,
qualifying for the Cham-
pions League and winning
the League Cup.

The former Ajax coach’s
impressive first year in
charge gave rise to hope
he could mount a credible
title challenge this season.

That could yet materi-
alize, but it has been far
from the start he would
have wanted.

Ravens' Jackson healthy this
time for road game with Bengals

By Noah Trister

Associated Press

BALTIMORE — When
the Baltimore Ravens’ season
came down to two big games
at Cincinnati eight months
ago, Lamar Jackson was
absent with a knee injury.

“Very tough,” the star
quarterback said this week.
“One, I was injured. Two, I
wasn't able to travel with my
guys and support them. Just
being out of the game, that’s
not something I want to do
ever again”

Jackson is back and
healthy, and the Ravens are
hoping for a different result
in this weeKs visit to Cincin-
nati. Last season, Baltimore
still had a chance to host
a first-round playoff game
before dropping its finale
27-16 to the Bengals. In the
postseason, the same teams
played at the same site —
and with Jackson again out,

the Ravens lost 24-17.

Cincinnati is the two-time
defending champion of the
AFC North, and Jackson’s
late-season injuries have
played a role in that. The
Bengals also drubbed Balti-
more 41-21 on the day after
Christmas in 2021, with Josh
Johnson playing quarterback
for the Ravens.

Baltimore was more
competitive with Cincinnati
defensively last season. The
Ravens beat the Bengals
19-17 in October, and the
playoff game was close even
with Jackson watching from
afar.

The key play in that game
was Tyler Huntley’s fumble
on a quarterback sneak at
the goal line, which Cincin-
nati’s Sam Hubbard returned
98 yards for a tiebreaking
touchdown.

“I feel like it was my fault
a little bit, because I had
to go use the restroom,”

Jackson said. “Get up, and
by the time I'm walking to
the bathroom, I'm hearing
cheers. I'm like, ‘What hap-
pened? What happened?’ I
look, and (No.) 94 running
the other way. I almost hit
my screen.”

Jackson is 6-1 in seven
starts against Cincinnati.
Since he entered the NFL,
Baltimore is 0-4 against the
Bengals with any other start-
ing quarterback, including
the postseason.

“We lost a couple times,
but I feel like we played
strong games,” running back
Gus Edwards said. “We were
in those games until the very
end, and with Lamar back,
we have our leader back”

Both Jackson and Bengals
quarterback Joe Burrow
received big new contracts
recently, but neither was all
that good in Week 1. Jackson
turned the ball over twice
in a 25-9 win over Houston,

and Burrow threw for only
82 yards in a 24-3 loss to
Cleveland.

It's not as though this is
a must-win for Cincinnati,
which also started 0-2 last
season, but taking a two-
game lead over the Bengals
would be big for the Ravens.
Baltimore plays three divi-
sional road games in the first
five weeks, starting with this
one.
Although Jackson is
fine, the Ravens are already
feeling the weight of injuries.
They lost running back J.K.
Dobbins to a torn Achilles
tendon last weekend. Safety
Marcus Williams (pectoral),
cornerback Marlon Hum-
phrey (foot), center Tyler
Linderbaum (ankle) and
tackle Ronnie Stanley (knee)
have not practiced this week.

Tight end Mark Andrews
(quadriceps) missed the first
game and has been limited
in practice this week.
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Analysis: Acuna vs. Betts showdown for
NL MVP highlights MLB’s award races

By David Brandt
AP Baseball Writer

Ronald Acufa Jr. has
the kind of numbers that
make the young Atlanta
Braves star a no-doubter
for the National League
MVP award.

Then again, so does
Dodgers standout Mook-
ie Betts and his team-
mate, Freddie Freeman.

It’s getting close to the
postseason for Major
League Baseball, which
also means it’s close to
award season. Some of
the races are tighter than
others, and it appears the
NL MVP race is a partic-
ularly epic chase.

Acuia has been the
favorite for months. He’s
the catalyst for a robust
Braves offense that leads
the big leagues by scor-
ing nearly six runs per
game. The 25-year-old
outfielder even created
his very own club this
season, becoming the
one and only player in
MLB history with at least
30 homers and 60 stolen
bases.

Who could beat that?

Well, Betts is certain-
ly trying. The 2018 AL
MVP has somehow put
himself into the discus-
sion with a stellar second
half that has propelled
the Dodgers to the top of
the NL West. He’s batting
.311 with 37 doubles, 39
homers, 103 RBIs and 11
stolen bases — all while
moving between right
field, second base and
even shortstop.

If advanced metrics
are your thing, Betts has
a 7.9 Wins Above Re-
placement while Acufia

is at 7.3, according to
FanGraphs.

Then there’s Freeman,
the 2020 NL MVP, who
is batting .339 with 55
doubles, 26 homers, 93
RBIs and 18 stolen bases.
NL MVP

The favorite: Acuna Jr.

In the mix: Betts,
Freeman, Matt Olson
(Braves).

The race: It still feels
like Acuna is a sizable
favorite thanks to a com-
bination of speed and
power that’s never been
seen in the big leagues.
Betts and Freeman are
also poised to receive
plenty of love from
voters. And let’s take
a minute to appreciate
Olson, a 51-homer first
baseman who has been a
force all season.

AL MVP

The favorite: Shohei
Ohtani, Los Angeles
Angels.

In the mix: Corey Sea-
ger (Rangers), Marcus
Semien (Rangers), Kyle
Tucker (Astros).

The race: Ohtani’s
likely got this one
wrapped up. His two-
way prowess was de-
railed by a torn elbow
ligament in August, but
for five months, he treat-
ed baseball fans to one of
the most impressive per-
formances in MLB his-
tory. Seager and Semien
have been fantastic for
a Rangers team that is
vastly improved but
backsliding in Septem-
ber. Tucker has emerged
as an under-the-radar
star for the defending
World Series champ.

NL CY YOUNG
The favorite: Blake

Atlanta Braves'Ronald Acuna Jr. reacts after hitting a two-run home run against Philadelphia Phillies pitcher

Zack Wheeler during the fifth inning of a baseball game, Tuesday, Sept. 12, 2023, in Philadelphia.
PHOTO BY MATT SLOCUM | AP PHOTO

Snell, San Diego Padres.

In the mix: Zac Gallen
(Diamondbacks), Justin
Steele (Cubs), Spencer
Strider (Braves).

The race: This one
is still up for grabs in
the season’s final weeks.
Snell probably has the
best overall numbers, but
he’ll be hurt by the fact
that the Padres have un-
derachieved this season.
Gallen recently pitched a
shutout against the Cubs,
helping his case, but he
was knocked around by
the Mets on Wednesday.
Speaking of the Cubs,
Steele has come out of
nowhere to be the ace
for the surprising playoff
contenders. Strider’s
ERA has creeped upward

over the past month, but
it’s hard to ignore those
250 strikeouts.

AL CY YOUNG

The favorite: Gerrit
Cole, New York Yankees.

In the mix: Luis Cas-
tillo (Mariners), Sonny
Gray (Twins).

The race: The Yan-
kees have been a huge
disappointment this
season, but it’s not
Cole’s fault. The veteran
right-hander has a 13-4
record, 2.79 ERA and
204 strikeouts. Castillo
has been a key cog for
the Mariners, who have
made an unlikely charge
up the standings since
they were sellers at the
trade deadline.

NL ROOKIE

OF THE YEAR

The favorite: Corbin
Carroll, Arizona Dia-
mondbacks.

In the mix: Spencer
Steer (Reds), Kodai Sen-
ga (Mets), Matt McLain
(Reds).

The race: Carroll has
slowed a little in the
second half, but he’s
still hit 24 homers and
stole 47 bases, helping
the Diamondbacks stay
in the playoff race all
year. Steer, McClain
and Elly De La Cruz are
among several young
Reds who have made an
immediate impact in the
big leagues. At 30 years
old, Senga isn’t a classic
rookie, but has been
among the bright spots

in a tough season for the
Mets.

AL ROOKIE

OF THE YEAR

The favorite: Gunnar
Henderson, Baltimore
Orioles.

In the mix: Josh Jung
(Rangers), Triston Casas
(Red Sox), Tanner Bibee
(Guardians).

The race: Henderson’s
clearly the favorite, par-
ticularly after Jung was
sidelined with an injury
in August. The Orioles
shortstop has helped
turn the franchise into a
powerhouse. He’s hit 25
homers, all while pro-
viding stellar defense at
shortstop and third base.

Jets’ Wilson stepping in for Rodgers with renewed confidence, swagger

By Dennis Waszak
Jr.
AP Pro Football Writer

FLORHAM PARK,
N.J. — Zach Wilson
was in the middle of the
locker room Thursday
talking about taking
over for the injured
Aaron Rodgers when a
teammate shouted and
made the New York Jets
quarterback grin.

“Zach, we love you,
bro!”

It was a light moment,
but one that was telling.

Wilson struggled
mightily during his first
two NFL seasons and his
confidence took a mas-
sive hit, and so did his
popularity in the locker
room. He was benched
twice last season and his
playing future — par-
ticularly with the Jets —
was uncertain when New
York acquired Rodgers
in April. The No. 2 over-
all pick in the 2021 draft
was no longer the face of
the franchise.

But Wilson insisted he
would soak up as much
football knowledge as he
could from the sideline
and learn from Rodgers,
the four-time NFL MVP
and one-time Super
Bowl winner. He found
himself back in the hud-
dle after just four snaps
with Rodgers out for the
season with a torn left
Achilles tendon suffered
in the Jets’ season-open-
ing overtime win over
Buffalo.

Suddenly, the spot-
light is back on Zach.

“One step at a time,
one play at a time,” Wil-
son said. “And I think it’s
trusting the guys around

»

me.

Wilson had some
shaky moments Monday
night when he came in
for Rodgers, finishing 14
of 21 for 140 yards and
a touchdown with an
interception. But he was
able to make plays under
pressure, too, and the
short passes to get out
of trouble — something
that was such an issue
last season — were also
there.

All that, from the Jets’
perspective, is progress.
“T’'ll tell you, my re-

spect for him is off the
charts,” said offensive
coordinator Nathan-

iel Hackett, in his first
season with the Jets. “For
a guy to not have any
practice to come in there
and execute the way that
he did, it’s so great to
see”

Defensive coordinator
Jeff Ulbrich knew Wil-
son would be OK when
he looked across the
locker room at halftime
against the Bills.

“There was a really
cool moment,” Ulbrich
said, “where I saw the
skill guys wrap their
arms around Zach and
uplift him?”
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