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JOHNSON COUN-
TY – First responders 
in Johnson County have 
access to many resourc-
es, including a wellness 
coordinator who has been 
working in the role for 
more than a year.

Dawn Morris filled a 
new position as Johnson 
County’s law enforcement 
wellness coordinator on 
Sept. 6, 2022. Stationed 
at the Johnson County 
Sheriff ’s Department, 278 
SW 871 in Centerview, 
Morris is available to any 
law enforcement officer or 
first responder within the 
county who may need her 
services.

Morris is qualified to 
serve as a mental health 
professional, personal 
trainer and nutritionist. 
For that reason, she said 
she wanted to be known 
as the wellness coordina-
tor.

“I didn’t want everyone 
here to only see me as a 
mental health profession-
al,” Morris said. “So, for 
me, it’s the total person. 
It’s not just mental health, 
it’s not just their physical 
health. It’s their spiritual 
health, it’s all of those 
things, and I wanted a 
part of all of that in the 
title that I have. So, I’m 
considered wellness coor-
dinator here.”

Morris said not many 
law enforcement depart-
ments within the state 
employ a mental health 
professional, and she is 
the first to fill the position 
in Johnson County. She 
said the sheriff ’s office 
had thought of adding 
such a position for a few 
years. When she spoke 
with the staff about it, 
the idea became a reality. 
Working together, she and 
the Johnson County Sher-
riff ’s Department tailored 
the wellness coordinator 
role to suit the needs of 
the county.

“I’m thinking it’s a lux-
ury to have,” Morris said. 

“So very few people have 
them yet. To have some-
one embedded in a law 
enforcement office, to be a 
part of that office, to wear 
their uniform and to work 
with them side by side is 
a rarity and I hope that 
we’re really creating what 
could be in the future.

“I don’t think they 
envisioned having a 
personal trainer and the 
nutrition coaching posi-
tion here. That was just an 
added bonus, which has 
been pretty tremendous 
so far. I’m very blessed 
to live so close and then 
to have a sheriff who is 
so forward-thinking in 
regards to having some-
body like myself on board 
for his staff. It’s almost 
unheard of because 
many departments can’t 
afford or have the vision 
of having someone like 

me embedded in their 
department.”

Aside from providing 
mental, physical, and 
nutritional help to law en-
forcement, some of Mor-
ris’ other duties include 
annual check-ins with 
staff, conducting various 

trainings and programs, 
debriefing and defusing 
after a critical incident 
and more.

Since stepping into 
her role, Morris has 
introduced the chaplain 
program.

See SUPPORT | A6

Wellness coordinator supports 
Johnson County law enforcement

Wellness Coordinator Dawn Morris poses in front of the Johnson County Sheriff’s Of-
fice sign with the department’s K9, Ammo. Morris officially stepped into the role on 
Sept. 6, 2022, as the the county’s first law enforcement wellness coordinator.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE JOHNSON COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

Morris is stationed at the Johnson County Sheriff Office, 
278 SW 871 in Centerview, but she meets with law en-
forcement wherever they feel comfortable. She offers 
mental health, nutrition, and personal training services.

By Faith Bemiss-
McKinney
faithb@sedaliademocrat.com

A Warsaw-based 
anti-human trafficking 
ministry, Hope5One, 
is providing preventive 
awareness and shelter 
to survivors of human 
trafficking.

Connie McCray, the 
executive director of 
Hope5One, told the 
Democrat on Tuesday, 
Feb. 27 that she began 
the ministry in 2021. 
Hope5One covers Pettis, 
Benton and Henry coun-
ties and has eight board 
members. It was incor-
porated in January 2021 
and became a 501(c)3 
organization in Febru-
ary 2022. McCray noted 
they are working on a 
capital campaign to buy 
land and build a Hope 
House for survivors.

“We are giving hope 
and freedom from 
human trafficking,” she 
said. “And our mission is 
to protect the vulnerable 
and to educate and em-
power the community to 
be a part of our solution, 
and to provide shelter, 
hope, and healing to the 
rescued.”

She noted traffickers 
usually target youth be-
tween the ages of 12-14 
and groom them online 
by befriending them 
through phone or gam-
ing exploitation. Human 
trafficking can be sex or 
labor-related, although 
Hope5One is targeting 
sexual exploitation.

According to statistics 
from the U.S. Nation-
al Human Trafficking 
Hotline for 2020, 16,648 
victims of trafficking 
were identified that year, 
with 10,836 attributed 
to sex, 3,583 to labor, 
631 to sex and labor, and 
1,634 as not specified.

McCray noted she 
began the independent 
organization because of 
a book she read, “Run 
the Race,” by Christine 
Caine, founder of A21, 
an anti-human traffick-
ing organization.

“I read many of her 
illustrations and stories, 
and I had the burden of 
wondering why I was 
not doing something 
about this,” she noted. “It 
had always been a noble 
cause for others, but it 
became personal after 
reading that.

“I firmly believe that 
God just put that passion 
in my heart to do some-
thing,” she continued. 
“So, I began researching 
and looking into all the 

different avenues.”
Through a friend 

with law enforcement 
and victim advocacy 
experience, she found 
direction to the Missou-
ri Attorney General’s 
Anti-Human Trafficking 
Task Force.

“And they gave me a 
link to a tool kit,” Mc-
Cray said. “Which is for 
people who want to be 
involved who don’t know 
where to start.”

The Task Force’s free-
dom strategy illustrates 
several different ways 
one can help. McCray 
chose to focus on two 
things: awareness and 
shelter. She found when 
she began, most people 
felt like human traffick-
ing wasn’t a problem in 
the area.

“So, that has been an 
area we have really fo-
cused on with awareness 
training in our commu-
nity,” she added. “We can 
tailor that to any organi-
zation or group.”

Hope5One speaks 
to community groups, 
youth groups, health 
care, law enforcement, 
dispatch, and schools.

“We’re just letting 
people know that it’s not 
what Hollywood makes 
it to look like,” McCray 
explained. “It is not so 
much abduction as it se-
duction. The majority of 
that begins with online 
grooming.”

Many children ages 
12-14 have their own 
phones and gaming sys-
tems and are vulnerable 
to human trafficking.

“When we talk about 
protecting the vulner-
able, they are the most 
vulnerable,” she noted. 
“So, we want to make 
them aware of their 
vulnerabilities and help 
them know how to stand 
up against those.”

Hope5One teaches 
which apps or games can 
be dangerous, such as 
those with a chat feature 
or location sharing and 
any that encourage one 
to meet strangers online. 
It also teaches youth 
how to determine when 
someone might be a 
predator, such as they 
will appear to be friendly 
and develop trust online. 
A predator will also 
establish secrecy and 
control, attempt to push 
and lift boundaries, and 
use direct intimidation 
and forceful demands.

See HOPE | A6

Hope5One educates 
on the dangers of 

human trafficking
Human trafficking
“It is not so much 
abduction as it 
seduction. The 
majority of that 
begins with online 
grooming.” 
— Connie McCray, 
executive director of 
Hope5One

By Clara Bates
Missouri Independent

Missouri families who 
haven’t claimed food bene-
fits in a program launched 
during the height of the 
pandemic could lose out in 
the coming weeks unless 
they act quickly.

Federal pandemic-era 
summer food benefits, 
referred to as P-EBT, were 
designed to help cover 
costs in summer 2022 
but did not begin being 
disbursed in Missouri until 
May of 2023. The benefits 
provide a one-time deposit 
of $391 per eligible child 
on a debit card called 
electronic benefits transfer 
that can be used to buy 
groceries.

The program was 

intended to help families 
afford food in the summer, 
without subsidized school 
meals.

Now, those benefits are 
set to expire — for some 
families, as early as March 
7. Thousands of eligible 
families have not yet used 
them. The state estimates 
that $36.7 million of 
benefits has not yet been 
accessed by families, ac-
cording to records obtained 
by The Independent under 
Sunshine Law, which is 
equivalent to benefits for 
over 90,000 kids.

That’s part of a broader 
trend: Advocates nationally 
have said that states could 
have conducted more 
outreach to inform families 
of the pandemic benefits, 
so they would expect and 

use them.
The state social services 

agency has said it did all 
it could to publicize the 
benefits — working with 
schools, sending letters to 
affected households, issu-
ing press releases and using 
their social media and web-
sites to keep participants 
up to date.

P-EBT was a new, 
temporary program that 
changed each year of the 
pandemic, so families may 
not have understood what 
they were, weren’t expect-
ing them and potentially 
threw the cards away. Oth-
er eligible families may not 
have received their cards 
in the mail to begin with, 
if the state didn’t have the 
correct address on file.

In Missouri, nearly 

25,000 benefits cards were 
returned in 2023, meaning 
the state and schools may 
not have had the correct 
address on file, according 
to records obtained under 
the Sunshine Law and pro-
vided to The Independent 
by David Rubel, an educa-
tion policy consultant from 
New York who has been 
tracking unclaimed P-EBT 
benefits nationwide.

The largest group of 
benefits expirations in the 
state will occur between 
March 7 and April 18, 
though expirations will 
continue through Sep-
tember and are staggered 
depending on when the 
state issued benefits to the 
family. Benefits expire 274 
days after they were issued. 

See AID | A6

90,000 kids eligible for unclaimed food aid about to expire
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Evelyn Livinia O’Dell
Evelyn Livinia O’Dell, 

87, of Sedalia, MO, passed 
away on Sunday, 
February 25, 
2024, in the 
comfort of her 
daughter’s home 
in Lee’s Summit, 
MO. She was 
born on March 
22, 1936, in 
Sedalia, MO, 
the daughter of 
Gordon Sr. and Martha 
(Yancey) Kelley, who pre-
ceded her in death.

On November 4, 1972, 
in Warrensburg, MO, she 
was united in marriage to 
Alvin Leroy O’Dell, who 
preceded her in death on 
March 16, 2020.

Survivors include 

sister Ruby Preismeyer of 
Sedalia; daughter Penny 

Oxley (Bill) of 
Lee’s Summit; 
son Billy Casto 
of Sedalia; five 
grandchildren, 
12 great-grand-
children, two 
great-great-grand-
children, and 
several nieces and 
nephews.

A celebration of life 
service will be held grave-
side at Highland Sacred 
Gardens at a later date.
Memorial contributions 
may be made to Open 
Door Ministries.

Arrangements are in 
the care of Rea Funeral 
Chapel.

DEATH NOTICE
Biddinger

Deborah J. “Debbie” 
Biddinger, 76, of Sedalia, 
died Tuesday, Feb. 27, 
2024, at her home.

There are no services 

scheduled at this time. 
Cremation arrangements 
are under the direction of 
Heckart Funeral Home in 
Sedalia.
Tucker

Alberta Lucille Tucker, 
93, of Madison, Mississip-
pi, formerly of Cole Camp, 
died Saturday, Jan. 6, 2024.

A graveside service 
will be at 2 p.m. Sunday, 

March 10, 2024, at Cole 
Camp Cemetery near Cole 
Camp. Arrangements are 
under the direction of Fox 
Funeral Home in Cole 
Camp.

FUNERALS
Larry Wayne 
Barb

10 a.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 28 at First Baptist 
Church in Windsor. 
Arrangements are under 
the direction of Hadley 
Funeral Home in Wind-
sor.
Vicki L. Powers

1 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
28 at Bethlehem Baptist 
Church in Sedalia. Ar-
rangements are under the 
direction of Rea Funeral 
Chapel in Sedalia.

Dorothy Deane 
Edmonds 
Anthony

Noon Thursday, Feb. 29 
at the Davis-Miller Funer-
al Home in Lincoln. Ar-
rangements are under the 
direction of Davis-Miller 
Funeral Home.
Dorothy Mae 
Broaddus

2 p.m. Friday, March 1 
at Heckart Funeral Home 
in Sedalia. Arrangements 
are under the direction of 
Heckart Funeral Home.

James Henry 
Kreisel

2 p.m. Friday, March 1 
at Faith Baptist Church in 
Sedalia. Arrangements are 
under the direction of Fox 
Funeral Home in Cole 
Camp.
David Oconel 
“Rerun” Waters

1 p.m. Saturday, March 
2 at the Kingdom Hall of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in 
Sedalia. Arrangements 
are under the direction of 
Heckart Funeral Home in 

Sedalia.
Dennis Paul 
Cranfill

11 a.m. Wednesday, 
March 6 at Rea Funeral 
Chapel in Sedalia. Ar-
rangements are under the 
direction of Rea Funeral 
Chapel.
Alberta Lucille 
Tucker

2 p.m. Sunday, March 
10 at Cole Camp Ceme-
tery near Cole Camp. Ar-
rangements are under the 
direction of Fox Funeral 
Home in Cole Camp.

CRASH REPORTS
Gravois Mills 
man drowns in 
Truman Lake

Sylker R. Lewis, 31, of 
Gravois Mills, drowned 
at 7:29 p.m. Monday in 
Benton County.

According to a Mis-
souri State Highway Pa-
trol report, Sylker waded 
into the water of Truman 
Lake near Shawnee Bend 
to retrieve a snagged net 

and drowned. He was not 
wearing a life preserver.

His body was released 
to the Benton County 
Coroner.
Two injured in 
Johnson County 
head-on accident

Benjamin Richards, 
40, of Concordia, and 
Zeshan Siddiqua, 47, of 
St. Joseph, suffered mod-
erate injuries at 2:38 p.m. 

Monday in a Johnson 
County accident.

According to a Mis-
souri State Highway 
Patrol report, Siddiqua 
was driving a 2015 Toy-
ota Sienna south on the 
northbound lanes and 
struck a 2010 Ford Es-
cape driven by Richards 
head-on.

Both drivers were 
wearing seat belts and 

were transported to 
Western Missouri Med-
ical Center in Warrens-
burg.

Information is tak-
en from preliminary 
Missouri State Highway 
Patrol reports, which do 
not necessarily contain 
statements from all par-
ties involved.

Compiled by Chris 
Howell.

LOCAL BRIEFS
Nominations 
open for 2024 
Senior Service 
Award

The Office of Lt. Gov. 
Mike Kehoe is now accept-
ing nominations for the 
2024 Lieutenant Governor’s 
Senior Service Award. The 
Lieutenant Governor’s 
Senior Service Award 
promotes and highlights the 
positive accomplishments 
Missouri’s senior citizens 
provide their local commu-
nities.

Nominations are open 
to the public for submis-
sion through April 1. The 
nomination form can be 
found at ltgov.mo.gov/
senior-service-award-nom-

inations. Nominees should 
be Missourians who are 
at least 60 years of age and 
volunteer a minimum of 25 
hours per year.

The Kehoe’s office will 
review the nominations, 
notify nominators if their 
nominees have been cho-
sen, and coordinate award 
presentations for the select-
ed award winners. Senior 
Service Award winners will 
receive an official decla-
ration and challenge coin 
from Kehoe.

SFCC Theatre 
Arts to present 
‘The 39 Steps 
(Abridged)’

The State Fair Com-

munity College Theatre 
Arts program will present 
“The 39 Steps (Abridged)” 
at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 29 to 
March 2 and March 9, at 
2 p.m. March 3 and 10, and 
10 a.m. March 8.

The production will be at 
Thompson O’Sullivan Stu-
dio Theatre on the Sedalia 
campus. The dinner theatre 
will be at 6:30 p.m. March. 
2. The play is directed by 
Tim Wells, SFCC Theatre 
Instructor & Technical 
Director.

The new 60-minute 
stage adaptation by Patrick 
Barlow is a comedy mystery 
based on John Buchan’s 
novel. “The 39 Steps” is a 
fast-paced whodunit for 
anyone who loves the magic 
of theater. This two-time 
Tony and Drama Desk 

award-winning show is 
packed with laughs and 
dozens of zany characters 
racing across the British 
Isles.

Tickets are $5 each and 
can be purchased at SF-
CCTheatre.Eventbrite.com 
or by calling the Box Office 
at 660-530-5814 from 2 to 
5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. SFCC students and 
employees may reserve 
tickets for performances at 
no cost at the Box Office. 
Dinner theatre tickets for 
Saturday, March 2 cost $13 
per person.

Wheelchair seating is 
available upon request. For 
special accommodations, 
email Theatre Program Co-
ordinator Kristen Henning 
at khenning@sfccmo.edu.

POLICE REPORTS
This list is a sampling 

of crime in Sedalia and 
the surrounding area. 
Information is taken 
from official police 
reports, which do not 
necessarily contain state-
ments from all parties 
involved in each case.

Sedalia Police 
Department
Incidents
Feb. 26

10:40 a.m.: An officer 
stopped a vehicle with 
a defective brake light 
that also failed to stay 
on the right side of the 

road. Methamphetamine 
residue was found in a 
pill bottle. No charges 
are being sought.

12:42 p.m.: An officer 
met a victim from the 
400 block of North 
Grand Avenue who 
wished to report they’d 

been scammed out of 
money. Payments to the 
scammers were deter-
mined to have happened 
in a different agency. 
The suspects’ identities 
are unknown.

Compiled by Chris 
Howell.

OBITUARIES

Democrat Salutes

Students from Smith-Cotton High School’s Team SCREAM, the school’s competitive robotics program, gave a pre-
sentation during the Sedalia Lions Club meeting on Wednesday, Feb 21. From left are S-C student Morgan Withers, 
S-C engineering instructor Michael Wright, Lions Club President Evan Fluty and S-C student Parker Ellison. The S-C 
representatives are accepting a $500 check from the Sedalia Lions Club.     PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SEDALIA LIONS CLUB

Ruth Ann ‘Soozi’ Hawkins
Ruth Ann “Soozi” Haw-

kins, 93, passed away after a 
short illness on February 20, 
2024, at Sylvia G Thompson 
Residence Center in Sedalia, 
MO.

Ruth Ann was born on 
August 12, 1930, in Kansas 
City, MO, to Lyman Cordes 
Keuper and Ruth Boggess 
Keuper of Sedalia, who 
owned and operated the 
Wheel Inn Drive In. She 
grew up on South Bar-
rett Avenue and attended 
Smith-Cotton High School, 
where she graduated in the 
class of 1948. She attend-
ed Central Missouri State 
College in Warrensburg, 
MO, and worked at Lockett’s 
department store in Sedalia 
before marrying her sweet-
heart, Jack Marvin Hawkins, 
on September 27, 1950.

Ruth Ann and Jack took 
over the Wheel Inn from her 
parents in 1952, after Jack’s 
return from the Korean War. 
While the Guberburger 
and “Soozie-Q” curly fries 
remained bestsellers, Ruth 
Ann’s famous chili was a 
local favorite.

Ruth Ann and Jack’s son 
Keith was born in 1954, 
and Jack Lyman followed in 
1960. They built a house on 
Hickory Lane in 1965, and 
Ruth Ann enjoyed tending 
her garden and hosting 
neighbors and friends. She 
was devoted to her children 

and grandchildren, loved 
the color red, and had four 
beloved dachshunds over 
the years. The Hawkins 
were able to retire in 1988 
and traveled widely, from 
California and Florida to 
Hawaii and even Australia. 
They enjoyed weekends fish-
ing at Bennett Spring State 
Park and Christmases with 
all their family and friends 
around them.

Ruth Ann is survived 
by her sons Keith Hawkins 
(Rick Barron) and Jack 
Lyman Hawkins (Lyn Haw-
kins), and her grandchildren 
David Conley Hawkins 
(Darby Hillman) and Anna 
Hawkins Hayes (Patrick 
Hayes).

Ruth Ann, or “Momma 
Hawk,” as many of her chil-
dren’s friends knew her, was 
a beloved mother, grand-
mother, and member of her 
community. She worked 
hard, both at home and at 
the Wheel Inn, and made 
sure those around her were 
well taken care of.

The Hawkins family 
would like to thank all those 
in the community for the 
care and support given in 
her final years. She will be 
dearly missed.

Her family will celebrate 
her life privately. Sympathies 
may be expressed through 
Heckart Funeral Home.

James Henry Kreisel
James Henry Kreisel, 

28, of Sedalia, passed away 
Saturday, February 24, 2024, 
at his home. He was born on 
February 10, 1996, in Sedalia, 
Missouri, a son of Randy L. 
and Kelly S. (Azar) Kreisel.

James attended elemen-
tary school at Faith Chris-
tian School in Sedalia and 
eighth through 11th grade at 
Morgan County R1 in Stover, 
where he was the school 
mascot and played guitar and 
piano for show choir. He then 
graduated from Smith-Cot-
ton High School in 2014. He 
was an active member of Boy 
Scout Troop 54, where he 
attended many events and 
camping trips, and traveled 
to Yellowstone National Park. 
This trip sparked his love 
for nature, hiking, and rock 
climbing. He loved music, 
singing, and playing piano 
and was a member of the 
church choir at Faith Baptist 
Church in Sedalia. James also 
enjoyed singing solos and 
karaoke.

He enjoyed being a secu-
rity guard for several years at 
Conagra and Tyson Foods. 
He later worked at Walmart 
in Versailles and then enjoyed 
Florida for a summer. He also 
worked other jobs around 
Sedalia, meeting people and 
making new friends. He 
will be greatly missed by his 
family and friends.

He is survived by his 
parents, Randy and Kelly 
Kreisel of Versailles; sisters, 
Kimberly Kirschenbaum and 
Austin of Independence and 
Elizabeth Kubik and David II 
of Louisville, Kentucky; and 
brother, Jeffery Kreisel and 
Mary of Independence.

He was preceded in death 
by his grandparents, Robert 
Kreisel, Allene Frances Krei-
sel-Stover, and George and 
Katherine Azar; step-grand-
father, Jerome D. Stover; and 
cousins, Daniel Mittenburg 
and William Kreisel.

The family will receive 
friends beginning at 1 p.m. 
on Friday, March 1, 2024, 
at Faith Baptist Church 
in Sedalia, where funeral 
services will be held at 2 p.m. 
with Pastor Matt Edwards 
officiating. Burial will be in 
Union-Williams Cemetery 
near Cole Camp.

Pallbearers will be 
Matthew Mittenburg, Lucas 
Mittenburg, Ethan Warren, 
Russell DeHaven, David Ku-
bik II, Austin Kirschenbaum, 
Donnie Eveler, and Mark 
Eveler.

Memorial contributions 
may be given to Faith Baptist 
Bus Ministry for a new van 
in care of the Fox Funeral 
Home, Cole Camp. Online 
condolences may be left at 
www.foxfuneralhomecole-
campmo.com.
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The University of Cen-
tral Missouri will celebrate 
the 55th annual Chil-
dren’s Literature Festival 
(CLF) March 3-5, with 
24 nationally recognized 
authors and illustrators in 
attendance.

The festival begins with 
a luncheon with visiting 
authors and illustrators 
at 12:30 p.m. Sunday, 
March 3 in the Elliott 
Student Union. This year’s 
Gilbert-Sadler Speaker 
is award-winning author 
Padma Venkatraman, an 
oceanographer and the 
award-winning author 
of numerous books for 
young people, including 
“The Bridge Home,” “Born 
Behind Bars,” “A Time 
to Dance,” “Island’s End” 
and “Climbing the Stairs.” 
Luncheon tickets must 
be purchased in advance. 
They are $30 for adults, 
$17 for kids.

The following two days 
of festivities will include 
authors and illustrators 
presenting at various 
locations across campus 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
These talks will be directed 
toward children in grades 
3-10. Book Sales will also 
be available from 8 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. in the Elliott 
Student Union ballroom 
during both days.

New this year, attend-
ees will be able to select 
the presenters and their 

desired session time slots 
themselves. To register for 
the festival, there is a $5 
fee for students and a $10 
fee for adults. Registration 
is still open.

The 2024 Children’s 
Literature Festival received 
a grant from the Missouri 
Arts Council, a state agen-
cy. The Children’s Liter-
ature Festival has a long 
history at UCM, bringing 
school children to campus 
in grades 3-10 to hear and 
meet nationally recog-
nized children’s authors 
and illustrators.

The Festival is the 
longest children’s litera-
ture festival in the United 
States and dates back to 
1969 when Philip Sadler, 
professor of Children’s 
Literature, and Ophelia 
Gilbert, laboratory school 
librarian, invited five Mis-
souri authors to campus. 
Children from Central 
Elementary School (Cam-
pus Laboratory School) 
listened to them speak 
about their experiences 
as authors and got their 
books autographed. The 
next year, 13 authors came 
and were recognized, and 
year by year, the festi-
val has grown, both in 
number of presenters and 
attendance of school chil-
dren and their teachers.

This year, the CLF wel-
comes three local Kansas 
City authors: Angela 

Cervantes, Adib Khorram, 
and Niki Lenz. Cervant-
es is the award-winning 
author of several children’s 
novels, including “Lety 
Out Loud” (a Pura Belpre 
Honor Award winner). 
Her short stories have 
been featured in “Chick-
en Soup for the Latino 
Soul” and the YA anthol-
ogy, “Beyond Borders: 
Growing Up Mexican in 
America.”

Khorram is the author 
of ”Darius the Great is Not 
Okay,” which earned the 
William C. Morris Debut 
Award, the Asian/Pacif-
ic American Award for 
Young Adult Literature, 
and a Boston Globe-Horn 
Book Honor, among other 
accolades. His follow-up 
book, “Darius the Great 
Deserves Better,” became 
an instant Indie Bestseller 
and received a Stonewall 
Honor.

Lenz is the author of 
“Bernice Buttman Model 
Citizen” and “The Step-
mom Shake-Up!” She is 
also a fourth grade teacher 
and loves to introduce kids 
to books they’ve never 
read before.

For more information, 
visit clf.ucmo.edu or con-
tact festival director Maya 
Kucij at kucij@ucmo.edu 
or 660-543-4306.

Release courtesy of 
the University of Central 
Missouri.

UCM celebrates 55th annual 
Children’s Literature Festival

The University of Central Missouri will celebrate the 55th annual Children’s Literature 
Festival March 3-5.  	                         PHOTO COURTESY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL MISSOURI

The following local stu-
dents have been named to 
the dean’s and president’s 
lists at Drake University in 
Des Moines, Iowa.

To be eligible for the 
dean’s list, students must 
have earned a GPA of 3.5 
or higher during the fall 
2023 semester at Drake. To 

be eligible for the presi-
dent’s list, students must 
have earned a perfect 4.0 
GPA during the fall 2023 
semester at Drake.

The following local stu-
dents were named to the 
dean’s list:

Sedalia: Hayden Altena, 
Arts & Sciences

DRAKE UNIVERSITY FALL 
2023 DEAN’S LIST

DemocratDemocrat
SedaliaSedalia

Check out our E-Editions
to find what you’re looking for!

By Jim Salter 
Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — The St. 
Louis suburb where Mi-
chael Brown was fatally 
shot by a police offi-
cer has agreed to pay 
$4.5 million to settle a 
class-action lawsuit that 
accused it of operating 
a so-called debtors’ 
prison.

The legal nonprofit 
ArchCity Defenders an-
nounced the settlement 
Tuesday with the city of 
Ferguson, Missouri. The 
preliminary agreement 
calls for the money to 
be paid out to more 
than 15,000 people who 
were jailed between 
Feb. 8, 2010, and Dec. 
30, 2022, for failing to 
pay fines, fees and other 
court costs.

Michael Brown, 18, 

was fatally shot by white 
Ferguson police officer 
Darren Wilson on Aug. 
9, 2014, during a street 
confrontation. Wilson 
was not charged, but the 
shooting led to months 
of protests and prompt-
ed a Department of 
Justice investigation.

The Justice Depart-
ment in 2015 accused 
Ferguson of racially 
biased policing and 
using excessive fines 
and court fees. A year 
later, Ferguson and 
the agency reached an 
agreement that required 
sweeping reforms.

Meanwhile, law-
suits were filed against 
Ferguson and several 
other St. Louis Coun-
ty cities over policing 
and municipal court 
practices. ArchCity 
Defenders said prelim-

inary settlements have 
been reached in seven 
class-action cases, with 
total payouts of nearly 
$20 million.

The lead plaintiff in 
the Ferguson lawsuit, 
Keilee Fant, died before 
the case was settled, as 
did another original 
litigant, Tonya DeBerry.

“The harsh reality is 
that, oftentimes, those 
most impacted by in-
justice do not live long 
enough to see the seeds 
of change bloom,” Arcy-
City managing attorney 
Maureen Hanlon said in 
a news release. “But this 
settlement would not be 
possible without them.”

Ferguson admitted 
no wrongdoing in the 
settlement. Phone and 
email messages left 
with the city were not 
returned.

Ferguson agrees to pay 
$4.5M to settle ‘debtors’ 

prison’ lawsuit
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When there’s a bomb 
threat or, God forbid, an 
explosion, we run away 
and report it so attack-
ers can be arrested and 
punished.

But what if the “bomb” 
in your surroundings is a 
person? Someone with 
volatile reactions and 
weaponized emotions? 
What do you do then?

I’ve been thinking about 
this for a few weeks after 
making a phone call 
to schedule a medical 
procedure for my mom. 
The sweet woman who 
answered the phone 
confirmed that they’d 
received the doctor’s 
referral, and then she 
told me the name of the 
person who would be 
scheduling it. I thanked 
her and said I’d follow up 
in a day or so.

“Oh, no. Don’t do that,” 
she whispered with 
alarm in her voice. “She 
has a strict way of doing 
things, so she will call 
you when she’s ready. 
You shouldn’t call her. 
I don’t want to get on 
her bad side. If you call 
her… well, I can tell you 
that it will not be appre-
ciated.”

The receptionist’s ner-
vous caution made me 
realize what she meant 
but couldn’t say. She 
has a co-worker who 
explodes like a bomb if 
things don’t go exactly 
how she wants. People 
have learned (probably 
the hard way) to tip-toe 
around her like a silent 
cat in a field of landmin-
es.

Human “bombs” can 
be anywhere – work-
places, homes, schools, 
family reunions, roads, 
airplanes, and some-
times even churches. 
It’s scary and unnerv-
ing – to see what looks 
like a regular human 
suddenly explode with 
anger, sending emotional 
shrapnel far and wide. 
When we see someone 
“go off,” we often diffuse 
the situation by giving 
apologies that aren’t 
deserved or by retreating 
to a safer place.

Unfortunately, when we 
duck and cover or try 
to appease the bomb, it 
reinforces the idea that 
adult temper tantrums 
are effective. It’s mean 
and manipulative, but the 
bomb will do what works. 
They’ll pounce on any 
excuse to vent their rage.

People who work or live 
around human bombs 
balance on eggshells 
and dodge invisible 
hair triggers just to get 
through the day. These 
innocent bystanders 
who’ve seen and heard 
too much will say things 
like, “That’s just how 
she is,” or “He’s been 
through a lot and has a 
bad temper.”

Last time I checked, we 

all feel anger because 
it’s a basic human emo-
tion. Some of us manage 
it, and some explode 
– loudly or passive-ag-
gressively. But bombs of 
any kind don’t deserve a 
pass.

More and more, I’m 
learning that grown-ups 
and adults aren’t always 
the same thing. Grown-
ups have done the work 
of growing up physically 
and emotionally, and it 
shows even during their 
difficult moments. But 
some adults are just 
toddlers with mortgages. 
We mostly avoid them. 
But when possible, we’ve 
got to stand against 
lousy behavior with truth 
and consequences.

Because the world is 
scattered with human 
bombs, the rest of us 
need to be a “balm” 
– the kind of person 
who makes someone 
feel better for no other 
reason than kindness 
and because they can. 
A balm who soothes the 
spirit and comforts old 
wounds.

Sometimes, even the 
smallest gesture can be 
a balm. A few days ago, 
I was in a McDonald’s 
drive-thru, and the young 
man who slid open 
the window to take my 
credit card said, “Good 
morning,” looked me in 
the eyes, and smiled in 
such a warm, genuine 
way that it felt like he 
was happy to see me 
– a tired, middle-aged, 
stressed-out lady in a 
wrinkled T-shirt who ob-
viously hadn’t showered 
in days. That three-sec-
ond exchange made the 
morning feel hopeful. It 
made me want to be a 
balm, too.

If emotions are conta-
gious, and I do believe 
they are, I want to be a 
grown-up who spreads 
the good ones.

Are you the bomb or 
the balm? Who do you 
know who’s one or the 
other?

None of us are “how we 
are” with no capacity for 
change. It’s a choice we 
make from one moment 
to the next.

May we all make the 
right one.

Gwen Rockwood is a 
syndicated freelance 
columnist. Email her at 
gwenrockwood5@gmail.
com. Her book is avail-
able on Amazon.

Letters to the Editor Policy
The Sedalia Democrat welcomes letters from its 

readers on topics of general public interest.
Persons with questions concerning Letters to the 

Editor may contact the Democrat at 660-826-1000 
during regular business hours. Please note the fol-
lowing guidelines for letters and their submission:

•	 All letters to be considered for publication 
must include the name and address of the writer 
and a daytime telephone number where the writer 
may be reached during normal business hours.

•	 All letters must be signed. The name and 
hometown of the writer will be published.

•	 Letters must be 250 words or less.
•	 Letters may be mailed to:
Letters to the editor, Sedalia Democrat, 111 

W. Fourth St., Sedalia, Mo., 65301 or emailed to 
news@sedaliademocrat.com.

In 1899, Gov. Lon 
Stephens asked the 
Missouri General As-
sembly to work toward 
creating a state fair in 
Missouri, basing his 
comments on the belief 
that state fairs helped 
educate farmers by 
showing the best 
crops and animals that 
demonstrated the best 
methods of crop and 
animal production.

The competition 
among farmers and 
stockmen to produce 
and show their best 
would be enhanced by 
high premiums paid for 
top crops and animals.

Missouri was the 
most important pro-
ducer of mules in 
the U.S., producing 
244,521 mules in 1900. 
Missouri mules had 
shown at the first fair, 
and mules and draft 
horses competed for 
$316 in prize money 
($7,720 today, accord-
ing to measuringworth.
com).

In 1905, 25 mules 
competed in the 
show ring. The av-
erage height of the 
mules that year was 
16 hands, or 5 feet, 4 
inches at the shoul-
ders, and the average 
weight was more than 
1,600 pounds. Ac-
cording to the Sedalia 
Democrat, those mules 
provided “a splendid 
exhibit of quality.”

In 1906, State Fair 
Secretary John Rippey 
announced the fair 
would expand the mule 
show and host “the 
biggest mule show 
ever held in this or any 

other country,” being 
bigger and better even 
than the mule show at 
the St. Louis World’s 
Fair.

The mule show in-
creased the number 
of classes to include 
four- and six-mule 
teams, pairs of mules, 
single mules, herds 
of five mules, and a 
sweepstakes prize 
for the best mule. The 
classes demonstrated 
the mule’s usefulness 
and ability.

For example, teams 
of mules demonstrate 
their ability not only to 
pull larger and larger 
weights, but also their 
ability to work togeth-
er. Pairs of mules 
were evaluated for 
the degree to which 
their appearance and 
stride matched as 
they pulled a wagon or 
carriage.

Judges of single 
mules looked for the 
height, weight, and 
general appearance 
of the animal, as well 
as the animal’s abil-
ity to perform in the 
show ring. Herds of 
five mules demonstrat-
ed the best group of 
mules an individual 

producer could offer.

Jacks, the male sires 
of mules, and jennets, 
the female offspring 
of a jack and a horse, 
would be included in 
the show.

The prizes, averaging 
$100 ($3,360 today) 
per class, would, 
according to Rippey, 
demonstrate both the 
best mules of different 
ages but also “mules 
adapted to different 
purposes.” The class-
es were also divided 
by age.

The state’s mule 
dealers and breeders 
promised to bring the 
finest of “the most 
useful of all animals” to 
the exhibit.

The 1906 mule 
show culminated on 
Wednesday, Aug. 30, 
with a parade of the 
prize-winning mules, 
jacks, and jennets 
through the show ring. 
Samuel Clemons of 
Norborne, superin-
tendent of the mule de-
partment, and judges 
R.H. Cauthorn and 
Leonidas Dural award-
ed prizes.

As Rippey hoped, 
the exhibit brought out 
some of Missouri’s best 
and largest breeders, 
including the Hamilton 
Brothers of Auxvasse, 
the Petty Brothers, J.R. 
Gentry of Millville, S.A. 
Spriggs, Blackburn 
and Jones of Warrens-
burg, Frank Barkley, 
and W.B. Emerson of 
Wellington.

It also brought out 
some smaller breed-
ers, including E.F. Ken-
dricks of Knob Noster, 

Fred C. Leiter of Black-
burn, G.W. Gorrell, J.A. 
Elliot, H.H. Taylor, and 
Col. Quisenberry of 
Mexico, Missouri.

The Democrat didn’t 
list the winners of the 
four- and six-mule 
teams. It did print the 
winners of the age 
classes, the herd of 
five mules, and the 
pairs.

Some of the winners 
included Hamilton 
Brothers, who won the 
prize for the best jack, 
Big Bob. They also 
won first for a jack four 
years or older.

S.A. Spriggs placed 
second for a jack four 
years, and for a jack 
one year. He also 
placed first for a jennet 
two years and for a 
jennet under one year. 
He placed first and 
second for a jennet 
one year old.

Blackburn and Jones 
placed first for a pair 
of mules under three 
years old, for a herd 
of five mules, and for 
a mule two years old; 
they placed second for 
a pair of mules three 
years old.

E.F. Kendricks won 
first for a pair under 
two years old.

The mule show, fair 
management believed, 
was a success and 
would “not be sur-
passed until future 
generations improve 
the animal.”

Rhonda Chalfant is 
active in the Sedalia/
Pettis County chapter 
of NAACP and the 
Pettis County Historical 
Society.

Are you the bomb or the balm?
CONTRIBUTING COLUMN

Mules show off at the Missouri State Fair

Rhonda Chalfant 
Contributing Columnist

Small businesses 
drive our economy 
forward, providing 
jobs and essential re-
sources like food and 
fuel for local commu-
nities that might not 
have access for miles 
around.

In Missouri, small 
businesses repre-
sent more than 99% 
of business statewide 
and employ nearly 
45% of the workforce, 
more than 1 million 
workers. In urban 
and rural areas alike, 
small businesses have 
a big impact on the 
state. Despite this, 
rural small businesses 
are often overlooked 
and continue to face 
unique challenges 
that are limiting their 
growth and ability to 
thrive.

Our research tells us 
that access to funding 
is a concern for 68% 
of rural small business 
owners nationally. With 
more than a third of 
Missouri’s population 
living in rural areas, a 
dedicated investment 
is crucial to help rural 
entrepreneurs access 
the funding to grow, 
find skilled workers 
and tap essential ser-
vices.

Goldman Sachs 
10,000 Small Busi-
nesses seeks to do 
just that. For over a 

decade, we’ve helped 
more than 14,500 
small business owners 
across the country 
thrive by providing 
access to education, 
capital, and support 
services and con-
vening a likeminded 
cohort of growth-mind-
ed entrepreneurs. We 
know the program 
drives impact for rural 
small business own-
ers – since launching 
10,000 Small Busi-
nesses, 72% of rural 
small business grad-
uates reported they 
have added jobs, 74% 
reported they have 
increased revenue and 
85% reported that they 
are more resilient after 
completing the pro-
gram.

Last year, Goldman 
Sachs announced an 
expansion of 10,000 
Small Businesses with 
a $100 million Invest-
ment in Rural Com-
munities, set to reach 

rural small businesses 
in 20 states over five 
years. This month, 
we’re bringing the 
initiative to Missouri to 
uplift rural small busi-
ness owners and help 
tackle these challeng-
es head-on.

Our $100 million 
investment is aiming to 
serve and address the 
most pressing needs 
of rural entrepreneurs. 
We are deploying 
$75 million in capital 
through community 
development financial 
institutions (CDFI), in-
cluding CDFIs serving 
rural small businesses 
in Missouri. We’re also 
investing $15 million to 
expand our business 
education program 
and $10 million in ac-
cess to capital capaci-
ty-building grants.

No one is more aware 
of how essential small 
business owners are 
to Missouri’s economy 
than Tamara Keefe, 
owner of Clemen-
tine’s Naughty & Nice 
Creamery in St. Louis 
and a 2018 graduate 
of 10,000 Small Busi-
nesses. When Tamara 
joined the program, 
she had one brick-
and-mortar store and 
the growth plan she 
developed throughout 
10,000 Small Business-
es laid the ground-
work for where she is 

today – she’s opened 
eight locations and 
is preparing for more 
with broader plans to 
expand nationally.

While Tamara’s story 
took place in the city, 
the data shows us it’s 
even harder when you 
go further out into rural 
areas. 10,000 Small 
Businesses’ Invest-
ment in Rural Commu-
nities aims to provide 
them with the edu-
cation and tools they 
need to succeed and 
create a lasting impact 
on their communities.

Even in the face of 
these challenges, the 
spirit of entrepreneur-
ship remains strong in 
our rural communities. 
Eighty six percent of 
rural small business 
owners we surveyed 
have current plans to 
grow their business, 
and Goldman Sachs is 
committed to helping 
support these busi-
nesses that drive inno-
vation in rural America.

Our investment is 
in the resilience and 
prosperity of local and 
national economies. By 
uplifting small busi-
nesses, we can ensure 
everyone thrives.

Asahi Pompey is 
Goldman Sachs’ global 
head of corporate 
engagement and pres-
ident of the Goldman 
Sachs Foundation.

Uplifting Missouri’s economy starts with rural small businesses

GUEST COLUMN

Asahi Pompey
Guest Columnist

THE ROCKWOOD FILES

Gwen Rockwood
Contributing Columnist
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By Rudi Keller
Missouri Independent

State Treasurer Vivek 
Malek endured a bipar-
tisan beatdown Tuesday 
as members of a House 
subcommittee spent 
two hours telling him 
it was a big mistake to 
put decals advertising 
the Unclaimed Property 
program on unregulated 
gambling machines.

A few hours later, 
Malek gave in to de-
mands from members of 
the House Subcommittee 
on Appropriations – 
General Administration 
and removed the ads 
from machines owned by 
Torch Electronics.

“I have today revoked 
permission for Torch 
Electronics to display 
Unclaimed Property 
messages on their de-
vices, and I have asked 
Torch Electronics to 
immediately begin the 
process of removing 
any reference to the 
Unclaimed Property 
Program from Torch’s 
devices,” Malek wrote 
to Republican state Rep. 
Scott Cupps of Shell 
Knob, the subcommittee 
chairman.

Malek was absent last 
week when Cupps first 
sought answers on how 
the decals turned up on 
slot machines owned by 
Torch. During Tuesday’s 
hearing, Malek was told 
repeatedly that he had 
made a mistake by agree-
ing to place the ads.

“This might just be 
the most egregious thing 
done during my time 
in office by a statewide 

elected official,” said 
state Rep. Maggie Nur-
renbern, a Kansas City 
Democrat.

Cupps was not pleased 
with the answers re-
ceived during the hear-
ing.

“Your legacy will 
go down as making a 
mockery of the state 
treasurer’s office,” Cupps 
said near the end of the 
hearing.

Throughout, Malek 
sought to assure law-
makers that his only goal 
was to expand the places 
where he is getting out 
the message that the 
state is holding more 
than $1 billion in funds 
collected from financial 
institutions, businesses, 
government agencies, 
and other organizations 
unable to locate a person 
owed money or property.

The legality of the 
Torch games is not 
certain, Malek said, and 
he wasn’t going to judge 
how Missourians con-
duct business or spend 
their money.

“I am the state trea-
surer,” Malek said. “I am 
not the state pastor. Mis-
sourians have the right 
to spend their money on 
their own.”

Torch is the largest 
purveyor of the games 
offering cash prizes that 
have proliferated in Mis-
souri convenience stores, 
truck stops and other 
locations since 2018. The 
company has been sued, 
charged criminally with 
promoting gambling and 
even sued the Missouri 
State Highway Patrol to 
block enforcement ac-

tions, but no final court 
decision on the legality 
of Torch’s machines has 
come from any court.

The company has 
also spent heavily on 
lobbying to prevent any 
legislative action to de-
fine its games as illegal 
and donated more than 
$1 million since 2018 to 
politicians in both politi-
cal parties.

In his testimony Tues-
day, Malek said the state 
has not paid Torch to 
place the decals and did 
not pay for production 
of the decals. The idea 
to use Torch machines 
for the ads, Malek said, 
stems from an August 
meeting he had in a 
Chesterfield airplane 
hangar owned by Torch 
lobbyist Steve Tilley.

Tilley set up the 
meeting where Malek 
met Steve Miltenberger, 
owner of Torch, and two 
other Torch lobbyists. 
After some chit-chat, 
Malek said one of his 
top priorities as treasur-
er was to increase the 
amount of money being 
returned, and he would 
appreciate any help.

“They expressed that 
they had a lot of ma-
chines located in high 
traffic areas such as con-
venience stores and gas 
stations,” Malek said.

Malek said he de-
scribed discussions he 
was having with the Mis-
souri Bankers Associa-
tion about decals being 
prepared for placement 
on automatic teller ma-
chines.

“I suggested maybe 
the same decal would 

work for them,” Malek 
said. “They liked it and 
we verbally agreed to 
follow up in early Octo-
ber.”

Malek, who took 
office in January 2023 
after his appointment 
by Gov. Mike Parson, is 
seeking election to a full 
term this year. He faces 
Republican primary 
challenges from House 
Budget Committee 
Chairman Cody Smith 
of Carthage, state Sen. 
Andrew Koenig of Man-
chester and attorney Lori 
Rook of Springfield.

Cupps is supporting 
Smith.

During questioning, 
Cupps suggested that 
the August meeting was 
about more than un-
claimed property. He 
questioned Malek if any 
discussion of political 
support occurred.

“I fully believe that 
there was a deal made,” 
Cupps said during the 
hearing. “I didn’t know 
that it was made in an 
airplane hangar.”

Malek denied that 
any political discussions 
took place.

Much of the commit-
tee’s time was spent on 
whether Malek should 
have appeared at last 
week’s hearing. Cupps 
sent the request to Malek 
on Feb. 19 and was told 
on Feb. 20 he would not 
come to the next day’s 
hearing.

He had committed to 
testify on a bill import-
ant to his office, Malek 
said, and had appoint-
ments throughout the 
day. He did, at that time, 

offer to meet in person 
with Cupps.

That explanation, 
however, upset Cupps.

“When you say that 
you are given short no-
tice, that’s a lie,” Cupps 
said. “For you to say that 
you were not given a 
chance to say when you 
could meet, that’s a lie.”

In a letter sent to 
Cupps last week, Malek 
criticized him for the 
amount of time between 
Cupps discovering the 
decals and raising ques-
tions about them. Doc-
uments provided to the 
committee Tuesday show 
the treasurer’s office has 
been anticipating ques-
tions about the decals 
since early January.

On Jan. 5, Malek’s 
chief of staff Ray Bozarth 
sent Brittany Robbins, 
a registered lobbyist for 
Torch, a statement for 
release if any reporters 
asked about the decals.

“The Missouri State 
Treasurer’s Office is 
currently in custody 
of roughly $1.2 billion 
in unclaimed proper-
ty,” the statement read. 
“The Treasurer’s Office 
is happy to work with 
small business owners 
to help raise awareness 
for Missouri’s unclaimed 
property, so that more 
folks can get their mon-
ey back.”

The statement is 
identical to one sent to 
The Independent on 
Wednesday. The only 
change was an additional 
sentence: “Promotions 
for Unclaimed Property 
at retail outlets cost the 
state nothing.”

Other records pro-
vided to the committee 
detail the work done to 
create a poster for the 
Unclaimed Property 
program to be placed 
in state license offices. 
During his testimony, 
Malek tried to use that 
to show he is using every 
possible idea to increase 
traffic to the program’s 
website.

Members, however, 
kept bringing the ques-
tion back to the particu-
lar placement on Torch 
machines.

“I appreciate your 
bogus rhetoric,” Cupps 
said. “I appreciate your 
skill and your ability to 
come to this committee 
and deliver it.”

Rep. Kemp Strickler, 
a Democrat from Lee’s 
Summit, asked Malek if 
there are any boundaries 
for placing Unclaimed 
Property decals:

“Are there any plac-
es where we won’t put 
those stickers?” Strickler 
asked. “Strip clubs? Porn 
magazines?”

Malek replied: “I don’t 
know we would have 
the focus of attention at 
those locations for these 
stickers.”

At the end of the hear-
ing, Cupps asked Malek 
to promise to have the 
stickers removed from 
the Torch games. Malek 
declined at that time, 
before relenting several 
hours later.

“I will have to deliber-
ate on that issue before I 
make a decision,” Malek 
said after the hearing. “I 
do not have an answer at 
this point.”

Treasurer removes ads on unregulated 
slot machines after grilling by lawmakers



Sedalia DemocratNEWSA6  |  Wednesday, February 28, 2024

706496ch

“That’s another pillar 
of wellness, is having a 
spiritual program,” Mor-
ris said. “That was some-
thing that was identified 
pretty quickly when I 
started here is that they 
didn’t have a chaplain 
program here. So, I 
knew of two other chap-
lain programs, so we 
really researched what 
they had done there, but 
I wanted it to have the 
flavor of Johnson Coun-
ty. I wanted to bring 
people here that was a 
fit here and I had loved 
what other programs 
had done, but it needed 
to be fit into what John-
son County is doing, so 
we ended up bringing in 
two chaplains and they 
are volunteer.

“One is a former 
squadron leader from 
Whiteman (Air Force 
Base) and the other is a 
volunteer fireman. We 
also have a chaplain on 
board here that works in 
the jail, which is amaz-
ingly wonderful because 
strategically having him 
back here is wonderful. 
So, we actually have 

three.”
Morris said she 

believes her biggest 
accomplishment during 
her first year as the 
wellness coordinator was 
gaining the trust of the 
staff, which she said can 
be difficult.

“I think if it wasn’t 
embraced from the top 
down, then people here 
at the sheriff ’s office 
would not have accepted 
who I am, but from the 
sheriff, the major and 
the captain, all of the 
lieutenants all the way 
down, they appreciate 
who I am and have 
accepted me as part of 
the admin here,” Morris 
said. “Because of that, 
I’m accepted, which 
gives me so much more 
leeway with making 
some really good strides 
with them over time.”

Morris said so far, 
she has received pos-
itive feedback about 
everything she has done 
for law enforcement in 
Johnson County. Morris 
said she has plans to 
have more trainings that 
are specific to John-
son County as well as 
continuing the wellness 
program.

Annelia Nixon can be 
reached at 660-747-8123.
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“According to the Na-
tional Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children, 
over 80% of the youth are 
reported to be exploited 
and trafficked say that 
their grooming began 
online,” McCray said. “And 

98% of them were talking 
to someone they did not 
know in person.”

Since its inception, 
Hope5One has continued 
to grow its outreach. In 
2021, it reached or edu-
cated 700 people; in 2023, 
that number climbed to 
2,000.

“We’ve been able to 
broaden our reach a little 
bit, and people know what 

we’re about,” McCray not-
ed. “They’re realizing it is a 
problem.”

Hope5One invited the 
Stop Trafficking Project 
to Warsaw for a presenta-
tion at 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 6, at Warsaw High 
School. The March 6 
presentation is for parents, 
and the project will speak 
to students on March 7 in 
assemblies for Lincoln R-2 

grades 5-12 and Warsaw 
R-IX grades 7-12.

For more information 
about Hope5One or the 
Stop Trafficking Project, 
call McCray at 660-428-
6002, email hope5onemi-
nistry@gmail.com or visit 
hope5one.org.

Faith Bemiss-McKinney 
can be reached at 660-530-
0289.

The state sends out 
letters to families at least 
one month before expira-
tion to warn them.

Families who believe 
they are eligible but 
didn’t receive or claim 
benefits can request new 
cards by phone. Cards 
generally take two to 
three business days to ar-
rive, though the state tells 
participants it will be five 
to seven business days for 
a buffer.

With a possible dead-
line looming, families 
would need to call as 
soon as possible to access 
benefits.

Children who qualified 
for subsidized school 
lunches in the 2021-2022 
academic year are eligi-
ble, along with children 
under 6 who qualified for 
the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program, 
previously known as 
food stamps, during that 
period.

Christine Woody, 
director of Empower 
Missouri’s food security 
policy program, said Mis-
souri’s delayed benefits 
disbursal could have con-
tributed to confusion and 
affected the rate of fami-
lies redeeming the bene-
fits. Benefits for summer 

2022 were dispersed “a 
whole year later,” she said 
— at the same time that 
people were hearing the 
state wouldn’t be partic-
ipating in the version of 
the program designed to 
cover summer 2023.

Families may have 
thought the benefits they 
were receiving at that 
time were fraudulent, she 
said, or could have for-
gotten about the delayed 
prior year’s benefits. The 
last of the summer 2022 
benefits were distributed 
in December.

The reason the bene-
fits were so delayed was 
due to administrative 
issues, including the need 
to set up a data portal 
from scratch. The state 
declined tens of millions 
in federal aid to run a 
summer 2023 benefit 
program in part because 
officials lacked confi-
dence they could disperse 
those benefits before a 
federal deadline.

Missouri is now work-
ing to set up a new per-
manent federal program, 
rather than one tied to 
the COVID pandemic, 
that will provide $40 in 
food benefits per summer 
month, per eligible child. 
Children who are eligible 
for free or reduced lunch 
during the school year 
will be eligible for the 
program, called Summer 
EBT, as part of a pack-

age approved and made 
permanent by Congress 
last year.

Missouri needs to fund 
half the administrative 
costs, and the federal 
government will fund the 
other half plus the cost of 
the benefits themselves.

In the supplemental 
budget request, Mis-
souri’s social services 
department requested 
$2.65 million to fund the 
program: Half of that 
would be paid for with 
state revenue and the 
other half by the federal 
government.

If the legislature 
approves the funding, 
Woody said, the issues 
with benefits not be-
ing used are unlikely 
to persist. The summer 
program is an “entirely 
different program” from 
the temporary P-EBT 
program, she said, with 
different federal assis-
tance and funding. Rath-
er than a temporary pro-
gram with ever-changing 
federal guidance, the new 
program will be per-
manent, enabling more 
consistent messaging to 
participants.

“I don’t believe that 
will be the case in 2024 
and beyond,” Woody 
said, “because I think 
there’s going to be some 
changes in how the 
program is run, how it’s 
administered, the time-

line and all that sort of 
thing.”

Woody said the “key to 
making this successful” 
will be clear, frequent 
and concise communica-
tion to families from the 
state and schools about 
their benefits.

The state needs those 
administrative funds 
to get approval from 
the federal government 
before they can proceed 
with the program, said 
Baylee Watts, a spokes-
person for the Missouri 
Department of Social 
Services.

Watts said DSS and the 
state education depart-
ment are working “to 
ensure a smooth process 
should the program have 
approval,” with data 
solutions, and they are 
planning communication 
and outreach strategies.

The current plan is 
those receiving SNAP 
won’t need a separate 
summer EBT card, Watts 
said. And those not on 
SNAP will need to apply 
for the benefit, she said, 
“which would give us 
their current address 
information.” Only the 
head of household will 
receive a card rather 
than one per child, Watts 
said, under their current 
proposal, which will re-
duce the number of cards 
needed to be issued.
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HEATING DEGREE DAYS

Sedalia Regional Airport Monday

High 79
Low 44
Normal high 47
Normal low 26
Record high 79 in 2024
Record low 3 in 1963

Monday 0.00”
Month to date 0.08”
Normal m-t-d 1.98”
Year to date 2.14”
Normal y-t-d 3.90”

Monday 3
Month to date 445
Season to date 3017
Normal season to date 4014
Last season to date 3321

Index of energy consumption indicating how 
many degrees the average temperature was 
below 65 degrees for the day.

Otterville 0.97 -0.02 15

Blue Lick 7.01 -0.05 24
Valley City 2.76 -0.01 22

Boonville 4.21 -0.11 21

In feet as of 7 a.m. Tuesday

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024

High: 39. Low: 27. Breezy during the morning; otherwise, plenty of sun today. Bundle up 
as winter is back. Clear tonight. Plenty of sun tomorrow.

High: 68. Low: 53. Patchy low clouds early today; otherwise, mostly sunny. Partly cloudy 
during the evening followed by low clouds tonight.

High: 41. Low: 26. Mostly sunny and windy today; bundle up as winter is back. Clear 
tonight. Sunny to partly cloudy tomorrow; a big warmup on the way.

High: 61. Low: 32. Cloudy, becoming windier and mild today with a couple of showers. 
Showers bringing heavy rainfall tonight. Mostly sunny tomorrow.

High: 46. Low: 26. Intervals of clouds and sunshine today. Partly cloudy tonight. Sun and 
some clouds tomorrow; a big warmup on the way.

On Feb. 28, 1900, a giant storm produced a 
state record 24-hour snowfall of 36 inches in 
Astoria, Ill. The storm moved on to drop 43 
inches of snow on Rochester, N.Y.

Sunrise today 6:48 a.m.
Sunset tonight 6:04 p.m.
Moonrise today 10:14 p.m.
Moonset today 8:36 a.m.

Last New First Full

Mar 3 Mar 10 Mar 16 Mar 25

43/28

40/22

39/27
40/24

35/22

41/26

50/28

48/29

47/26

51/31

35/21

41/25

43/26

45/28

48/31

42/22

47/26

40/27

Cooler; breezy in 
the a.m.

Sunny and 
warmer

Mild with partial 
sunshine

Breezy in the 
afternoon

Breezy, warm A shower and 
thunderstorm

Cloudy with a 
little rain

 Today Thursday  Today Thursday

Atlanta 73/37/t 59/45/c
Baltimore 66/30/t 46/26/s
Billings 44/35/pc 54/33/c
Boston 55/29/sh 36/26/pc
Buffalo 61/21/t 29/25/sf
Charlotte 71/33/t 56/36/pc
Chicago 31/20/sn 45/32/s
Cleveland 62/26/t 36/27/s
Dallas 55/44/c 57/42/t
Denver 51/28/s 60/33/pc
Detroit 58/21/sn 39/28/s
Honolulu 79/70/sh 81/70/sh
Houston 71/47/sh 59/51/t
Indianapolis 45/21/sf 44/30/s
Las Vegas 65/45/s 72/53/s

Milwaukee 30/18/sn 43/32/s
Nashville 64/29/t 51/38/pc
New Orleans 78/51/c 62/56/c
Norfolk 75/37/c 46/38/pc
Oklahoma City 50/31/pc 49/37/pc
Orlando 83/62/pc 76/64/pc
Phoenix 73/52/c 77/54/s
Pittsburgh 62/23/t 39/21/s
Portland, ME 48/25/r 32/15/pc
Portland, OR 53/40/r 45/38/r
Sacramento 66/46/pc 58/49/sh
St. Louis 41/26/s 53/34/s
San Francisco 61/52/s 60/50/r
Seattle 49/38/r 42/36/r
Washington, DC 66/32/t 49/30/s

Summary: A strong storm will bring rain and thunderstorms, some severe, to much of the 
East today. Rain and mountain snow will spread across the Northwest. Much of the Central 
states will be dramatically colder.
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2023 Financial Statement 
of Pettis County

The financial Statement for Pettis County, 
Missouri, for the year ending December 31, 

2023

Page 1 of 3 pages

A.  The total Valuation of Pettis County for the purpose of 
taxation for the year 2023:
        a.  Real Estate                        $  475,499,620
        b.  Personal Property                $  206,925,429
        c.  Railroad & Utilities:
                i.   Personal (State)        $   8,920,698
                ii.  Real Estate (State)        $  44,610,545
                iii.  Personal (Local)        $   1,581,789
                iv.  Real Estate (Local)        $   2,391,741
B.  Maximum constitutional rate permitted by the County’s 
purpose of $0.5000 cents per $100.00 of assessed valuation 
including Railroad and Corporation.
C.  The tax rate levied by the County Commission for the Year 
2023 was $0.0900 cents per $100.00 assessed valuation.
D.  Maximum constitutional rate permitted for Road & Bridge 
purposes is $0.3500 cents per $100.00 assessed valuation.
E.  The tax rate levied by the County Commission for the year 
2023 for Road & Bridge purposes was $0.2852 cents per $100.00. 
assessed valuation.

2023 PUBLIC OFFICIALS
WESTERN COMMISSIONER
Jim Marcum (R) 826-5000 x407
AUDITOR
Beverly Dillon (R) 826-5000  x409
COUNTY CLERK/ELECTION AUTHORITY
Nick La Strada (R) 826-5000  x400 
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
Robert A. Farkas (R) 826-5000 x446
SHERIFF
Brad Anders (I) 827-0052 x241

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER
Bill Taylor (R) 826-5000 x405
ASSESSOR
Christopher Woolery (R) 826-5000  x412
CIRCUIT CLERK
Susan Sadler (R) 826-5000  x453
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR
Charli Ackerman (D) 826-5000 x 433
SURVEYOR
Kerry Turpin (D) 287-4104

EASTERN COMMISSIONER
Israel Baeza (R) 826-5000 x406 

COLLECTOR 
Marsha L. Boeschen (R) 826-5000 x425
CORONER
Robert (Skip) Smith (R) 827-0052 x408
RECORDER OF DEEDS
Barbara Clevenger (R) 826-5000 x431
TREASURER
Kim Lyne (R) 826-5000 x408

2023 JUDGES
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE DIVISION 4
Jeff Mittelhauser (R) 826-5000 x465

ASSOCIATE CIRCUIT JUDGE DIVISION 5
R. Paul Beard (R) 826-5000  x924

ASSOCIATE CIRCUIT JUDGE DIVISION 6
Phillip Sawyer (R) 826-5000 x924

US CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVES MISSOURI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MISSOURI SENATE
District #4
US Representative Mark Alford (R)  
1516 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
202-225-2876

US Senator Josh Hawley (R)
212 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C.  20510
202-224-6154

US Senator Eric Schmitt (R) 
260 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C.  20510
202-224-5721

District 52
MO State Representative Brad Pollitt (R) 
Room 233-A     573-751-9774

District 57
MO State Representative Roger Reedy (R)  
Room 411-2   573-751-3971

 

District 28
Sandy Crawford (R) 
Room 323     573-751-8793

Director of EMA Trisha Rooda 827-4800 x317
Director of 911 Dannelle Lauder 826-8100
Director of IT Brett Denomme 827-4800 x305
Director of Grants/GIS James Theisen 826-5000 x320
Director of Facility/Grounds Bret Manuel 827-4800
Superintendent of Road & Bridge 
James Hill 826-7187

COUNTY ADMINISTRATORS

OTHER NUMBERS
COUNTY HEALTH ADMINISTRATOR
Malinda Nevils 827-1130

DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES
826-3316

PUBLIC DEFENDER
530-5550

SEDALIA POLICE
827-7823

PETTIS COUNTY AMBULANCE DISTRICT
Central Office  829-0777

SEDALIA FIRE
826-8044

Vendors Total
A&B AUTO TRIM $240.00
ABBOTT TELECOM & SECURITY, LLC $6,857.50
ACCOUNTING SOLUTIONS  $28,000.00
GROUP, LLC 
ACKERMAN, CHARLI $3,183.09
ADAM, HEATHER $36.06
ADVANCED CORRECTIONAL $328,891.46
HEALTCARE, INC
ADVANCED SYSTEMS $1,105.00
TECHNOLOGY, INC.
AFLAC:  ACCT#23719 $16,663.68
AG CO-OP SERVICES, INC. $2,743.34
AG POWER, INC $8,021.33
AG SOLUTIONS GROUP LLC $248.16
AIRGAS MID AMERICA, INC. $85.54
ALBIN TRANSPORTATION LLC $25,955.00
ALLSTATE WORKPLACE DIVISION $1,181.04
ALLSTOT, JULIA $66.54
ALM ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & 
CONSTRUCTION, LLC $1,840.00
ALRO STEEL CORPORATION $1,659.38
AMEREN MISSOURI $808.41
AMERICAN NATIONAL RED  $3,455.50
CROSS & ITS CONSTITUENT CHAPTERS & 
BRANCHES 
ANDERSON ENGINEERING INC. $346,755.41
ANGELA DODSON $101.63
ANSON, LEONA E $47.99
APCO INTERNATIONAL, INC $3,634.04
APEX MECHANICAL LLC $55,652.26
APPLIED CONCEPTS INC. $45,755.50
APROIAN, LAURIE D $18.28
ASBURY,TODD $600.00
ASSURED PARTNERS CAPITAL, INC $41,536.00
AT&T $66,221.29
AT&T MOBILITY $38,039.96
AUTO GLASS EXPRESS $1,320.00
AUTONOMY TODAY LLC $10,800.00
AXON ENTERPRISE,  INC $31,022.21
B & B BATTERY CO $680.59
B & B CONST/ B & B PORTABLES $1,190.00
B & B TRUCK REPAIR, LLC $79,270.58
B & P EXCAVATING LLC $16,357.00
BANKCARD CENTER $204,928.78
BEAN, KRISTINA M $18.77
BEN E KEITH COMPANY $2,320.23
BERMAN & RABIN, P.A. $3,276.04
BERRY COMPANIES INC $381.84
BESSIE SLANKARD $5,038.10
BIDDLE CONSULTING GROUP INC $3,650.00
BLACK DAWN MANFACTURING & COATING LLC $2,488.00
BLUE VALLEY PUBLIC SAFETY,INC. $6,981.35
BLUEMARK  ENERGY LLC $31,190.69
BOESCHEN, SHANNON $173.96
BOONE COUNTY TREASURER $4,020.00
BOONE QUARRIES $314,640.37
BOONSLICK LIBRARY $1,267.44
BOTHWELL REGIONAL HEALTH CTR. $190.00
BRANDSTETTER, CHRIS $360.37
BRANDY’S PAPER & MORE $834.97

BRENNEKE CONSTRUCTION LLC $556,763.50
BREWER, KRISTI S $19.05
BRICKEY, DONAVAN $85.00
BRITT & EVA BOOTH $4,141.37
BRUSCA, ANGIE $86.25
BUCKLEY AND BUCKLEY $695.00
BUSO’S AA MUFFLER $75.00
CALIBRATED PRODUCTS, INC. $2,387.89
CAMDEN COUNTY TREASURER $10,560.00
CAMDEN ON THE LAKE RESORT $1,905.75
CAPITAL MATERIALS LLC $265,575.18
CAPITAL MORTUARY SERVICE $540.00
CAPITAL PAVING & CONSTRUCTION LLC $1,918,688.84
CAPITAL SAND COMPANY INC $1,721.20
CAPKOVIC, JESSI $44.79
CARLOS, HIRAM $254.63
CARR, TIM $261.45
CASA INC $10,410.21
CENTRAL COMMUNICATIONS $8,096.28
CENTRAL MO ELECTRIC COOP $4,678.10
CENTRAL PS & S HOLDINGS LLC $1,624.63
CERF $4,764.14
CERF $234,972.99
Certified Labs $13,128.40
CERTIFIED REPAIR SERVICE $1,105.03
CHARM-TEX INC $4,109.90
CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS $2,953.70
CHATEAU ON THE LAKE $1,662.00
CHILDERS, CARLA S $20.10
CHUBB $280,917.00
CINCINNATI LIFE INSURANCE CO $468.00
CINNECT PARENT CORPORATION $2,528.00
CITY OF GREEN RIDGE $67,800.00
CITY OF HOUSTONIA $42,450.00
CITY OF HUGHESVILLE $26,106.34
CITY OF LAMONTE $149,015.11
CITY OF SEDALIA $163,589.58
CITY OF SMITHTON $79,808.95
CITY OF WINDSOR $1.09
CITY SAFE AND LOCK SERVICE $701.75
CLARK, BRIAN S $1,990.00
CLAY COUNTY FAMILY COURT $1,500.00
CLEVENGER, BARBARA $722.75
COLE CAMP AMBULANCE DISTRICT $5.61
COLUMBIA INTERPRETING SERVICES $982.00
COMMENCO INC. $2,449.00
CONNECT SYSTEMS, INC. $2,021.00
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES OF MISSOURI $24,260.00
CONTINENTAL RESEARCH CORPORATION $281.46
COOPER COUNTY TREASURER $675.43
COOPER TRAILERS, INC $20,250.00
CORNINE, DELMAR R $7,984.00
CORONER M E $650.00
COTT SYSTEMS INC $660.00
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  $1,050.00
ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI 
COUNTY DISTRIBUTING CO., INC. $552.00
COUNTY OF HENRY $84.00
COUNTY OF PETTIS $78,932.10
COUNTY OF PETTIS - STATE  $246,242.50
WH TAX ACCOUNT $1,947,573.35

COUNTY OF PETTIS-TAX ACCOUNT 
COUNTY OF SALINE $84.00
COVERT TRACK GROUP INC $5,105.00
COX HEALTH $67.42
CRAFCO INC $33,537.43
CRAIG PLUMBING & HEATING $835.00
CRAMER, JAMES E $18.21
CRAMPTON, JESSICA $110.63
CREATIVE FORMS & CONCEPTS $2,209.97
CRESCENT PARTS & EQUIPMENT CO $3,637.95
CRISIS SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT, LLC $425.00
CROW-BURLINGAME COMPANY $842.51
CROWN POWER & EQUIPMENT $7,541.72
CULLIGAN WATER CONDITIONING $2,039.26
CURTIS, DAVID $3,300.00
CUSTOM AUTO GRAPHICS $4,836.35
CUSTOM TECHNOLOGIES LLC $21,790.86
DAKE, KENNETH $19.12
DAKE,JOEL E  ATTORNEY AT LAW $3,285.00
DALTON, JUDY A $18.35
DAMIAN, PETRU D $36.70
DAVIS AND STANTON  $517.00
POLICE AWARD DIVISION 
DAVIS, JOHN $850.00
DEHAVEN, SCOTT $251.55
DEJARNETTE, ANDREW $44.07
DENOMME, BRETT $77.50
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE $95.00
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE $21,150.00
DEPOSITION SOLUTIONS LLC $292.50
DEPOSITION SOLUTIONS LLC $410.06
DEVNET INCORPORATED $38,097.42
DEY, SHARON L $18.21
DIGITAL ALLY INC $1,415.00
DILLON, BEVERLY $320.10
DISCOUNTCELL INC $2,119.74
DITZFELD CONTAINER, INC $14,188.50
DITZFELD, LISA $2,035.00
DON BROWN CHEVROLET INC $154,532.00
DON’S TRUCK TOWING INC $4,342.00
DOVE, DENNIS $140.00
DRECHSEL TRUCKING LLC $55,245.00
DUGAN GLASS OVERHEAD DOOR CTR $895.95
DUGAN PAINT, INC $5,752.99
DULL & HEANY LLC $1,175.00
DUNCAN SALES LLC $3,670.00
EASY ICE, LLC $2,536.95
ECOLAB INC. $1,492.20
ECONO SIGNS $23,481.48
ED ROEHR SAFFETY PRODUCTS $4,713.58
EDWARD J RICE COMPANY, INC. $50,844.78
EDWARDS, MARK $304.67
EICHLER, JR LAWRENCE C $297,688.50
ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE LLC $35,117.00
ELECTRONIC OFFICE SYSTEMS, INC $134.10
ELEVATOR SAFETY SERVICES, INC. $955.00
ELITEK-9, INC. $213.95
ELLEFSEN, SANDRA K $20.10
ELLIS ELLIS HAMMONS &  $37,596.08
JOHNSON PC CORP 
EMBLEM ENTERPRISE, INC $2,393.95
ENTERPRISE UAS, LLC $64,198.97
ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS  $7,328.27
RESEARCH INSTITUTE, INC 
EQUIPMENT BLADES INC $12,968.10
ESTATE OF ROY THOMAS $400.00
EUBANKS, EVA L $18.21
EVANS, SHIRLEY J $19.54
EVERBRIDGE, INC. $11,986.00
EVERGY MISSOURI WEST, INC $153,216.74
EXTRA MILE AUTO & DIESEL LLC $9,806.36
FABER AND BRAND, LLC $714.50
FAMILY SUPPORT PAYMENT CENTER $14,441.85
FARKAS, TONY $464.49
FAS-BREAK $494.34
FASTENAL COMPANY $1,083.11
FEDERAL SIGNAL CORPORATION $16,035.90
FIDLAR TECHNOLOGIES $9,625.17
FIRST CALL, INC $1,159.50
FIRST RESPONDER OUTFITTERS, INC $52,042.17
FLOCK GROUP, INC $41,850.00
FLORIDA STATE DISBURSEMENT UNIT $5,285.28
FOLEY EQUIPMENT COMPANY &  $447,053.18
INDUSTRIES CORP 
FORCE AMERICA DISTRIBUTING LLC $16,537.20
FORSYTHE, CYNTHIA G $37.12
FOSNOW, SHAWN D $21.50
FRANKLIN, CHEYENNE L $18.21
FRANKUM FAMILY DENTISTRY $3,246.00
FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE #16 $16,000.00
FRONTIER METAL LLC $9,791.62
FRONTLINE PUBLIC SAFETY SOLUTIONS $937.50
GAIL, CYNTHIA L $18.70
GAMACHE & MYERS, P.C. $1,938.04
GARCIA CLINICAL LAB INC $190.00
GARDNER, GARDNER & GARDNER $900.00
GARRETT, JEFFREY S $18.21
GERKE, NICK $140.00
GERKEN, MICHELLE M $85.88
GFL HOLDCO (US), LLC $3,442.99
GIBSON, JEREMIAH $377.16
GILLS SIGNS CO $9,559.00
GOLDEN RULE INSURANCE  $3,375.00
AGENCY, INC 
GONZALES, HANNAH E $18.42
GOOD SAMARITAN NURSING HOME $3.19
GOURLEY, JADIAN A $332.37
GRAY, MISTY D $18.35
GREAT-WEST TRUST COMPANY, LLC $167,651.47
GREEN PRINTERS INC $176.00
GREENE COUNTY CIRCUIT CLERK $3,462.80
GREENE COUNTY JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 31ST $3,675.00
GREER, ISAAC $28.39
GRIEVE, ALBERT $478.00
GUARDIAN $9,781.19
H.T. MAY & SON FUNERAL HOME $600.00
HARDY, CHARLES E $39.92
HARGRAVE, JANICE K $37.40
HARMS, KINDRA $279.81
HARRISON, AMELIA J $18.28

HARRISON, CATHY G $18.14
HAWKINS-FRAZIER, LACIE M $18.07
HEADSETS DIRECT INC $3,646.31
HECKART FUNERAL HOME INC. $1,200.00
HENDERSON PRODUCTS, INC $15,472.44
HIGGINS CONCRETE LLC $16,646.91
HIGGINS MATERIALS LLC $158.45
HILL, SIERRA $32.84
HILTON BRANSON CONVENTION CENTER $511.68
HMS ENTERPRISES, INC $5,500.00
HOCKADAY, MARION D $325.00
HOEHNE, HAWKINS HEATHER $205.00
HOKE, CHRISTOPHER $100.00
HOLLAND, DEL D $16,350.00
HOLLAND, SHARON E $19.40
HOLLOWAY, JEFFERY $150.00
HRMA OF WEST CENTRAL MO $25.00
IAAO $480.00
IDEAL FIRE SERVICES, LLC $2,620.00
IMPACT SIGNS AWINGS WRAPS, INC $6,848.25
INDEPENDENT ELECTRIC $584.34
INDEPENDENT HEALTH SERVICES $29,039.95
INDEPENDENT SALT CORP $47,734.25
ING LIFE INSURANCE $420.00
INMOTION INDUSTRIES LLC $635.49
INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIES OF  $640.75
EMERGENCY DISPATCH 
INTERPRETERS, INC $2,561.64
INTER-STATE ALL BATTERY CENTER $2,422.00
INTOXIMETERS INC. $5.25
ISAACSON, KELLY R. $716.13
JACKSON COUNTY MEDICAL $10,000.00
EXAMINER
JAMES H. DREW CORPORATION $11,280.08
JANKE, LAKIN R $18.35
JASON A SHACKLES $3,800.00
JEFFREY RAYMOND NILSON $515.00
JEFFRIES, DAVID $95,902.50
JESSICA OF ALL TRADES LLC $446.00
JIM HAWK TRUCK TRAILERS, INC $195,013.00
JIM’S TIRE SERVICE, INC. $82,269.23
JNA FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE $1,284.50
JOHNSON, GILBERT $24.69
JOSTENS INC $6,062.35
JUSTICE BENEFITS, INC. $3,679.06
KELLER FIRE & SAFETY $890.22
KEN KARE INC $310.00
KEY HYDRAULICS & EQUIPMENT $4,345.12
KEYSTONE KC ENGINEERING $23,726.63
KILO 2 WORKING DOG KENNELS $9,000.00
KNOB NOSTER R-8 $5.58
KNOW.INK $7,620.00
KOBEL, ASHER $218.31
KOEBEL, DARRELL $147.50
KOFFMAN, ROBERT L. $623.95
KOZHUKHARENKO, ESTHER $78.00
KRATZER, TONY $32.28
KRINGLE, MARIE $554.35
KUSTOM SIGNALS INC $5,201.48
LA STRADA,NICK $489.46
LAMONTE R-4 HIGH SCHOOL $65.97
LANDMANN TITLE COMPANY $3,500.00
LANGUAGE LINE SERVICES, INC $660.36
LASER SPECIALISTS INC $999.48
LAUDER, DANNELLE L $207.60
LAW ENFORCEMENT SYSTEMS, INC. $1,910.00
LAWRENCE ROUNDS $1,736.00
LEA’S TRUCK SERVICE, LLC $20,772.74
LEK-TRO-MEK SALES AND SERVICE $1,397.00
LEO O’LAUGHLIN INC $8,329.75
LEON UNIFORM COMPANY,  INC $837.50
LEWIS, MARCUS $46.95
LIBERTY NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE CO $7,676.76
LIBERTY UTILITIES $37,819.42
LIFESTYLE LEASING CORP $7,978.00
LILI ENTERPRISES, LLC $172.50
LINCOLN COMMUNITY NURSING HOME $0.23
LINDE GAS & EQUIPMENT INC $9,336.94
LITTLE BIG HORN $375.00
LONG, MATTHEW S $63.96
LOWE’S BUSINESS ACCOUNT $18,033.38
LUPER,TINA $4,350.00
LYNE, KIM $298.86
LYNN PEAVEY COMPANY $10,035.40
MAIN STREET LOGO INC $605.00
MARCUM, JIM $82.00
MARSHALL, LATONYA $2,550.00
MARTIN EQUIPMENT OF  $181,055.95
ILLINOIS, INC 
MARTIN, TANNER $10.87
MARTINEZ COLLISION &  $1,945.14
MECHANIC LLC
MASTERCARD BANKCARD CENTER $88,315.35
MATHENY, ERIN $216.42
MATT CORDOVA $47.94
MC LEWIN, CHRISTINA $2,390.00
MC POWER, INC $70,793.00
MCKESSON MEDICAL -SURGICAL INC $5,485.79
MCMURTREY, NYLE $87.35
MCNEAL VETERINARY SERVICE LLC $2,767.01
MCNEAL, MYRON $4,000.00
MEDICAL PRIORITY CONSULTANTS, INC $34,440.00
MEFFORD, VUAGNIAUX &  $3,090.00
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
MFA AGRI SERVICE $38.00
MFA OIL COMPANY BULK & PETRO $478,629.96
MFA PETROLEUM COMPANY $5,014.44
MID-CITY LUMBER CO LTD $1,016.59
MIDLAND RADIO CORPORATION $1,001.90
MID-MISSOURI TELEPHONE COMPANY $983.16
MID-MO DRUG TASK FORCE $18,500.00
MIDWEST GANG INVESTIGATORS 
ASSOICATION MISSOURI CHAPTER $400.00
MIDWEST RADAR & EQUIPMENT $1,080.00
MILITARY ORDER OF THE $1,250.00
PURPLE HEART
MINDBASE LLC $15,000.00
MISSOURI  ASSOCIATION $136,033.00
OF COUNTIES

Statement of Revenues and Disbursements PETTIS COUNTY, MISSOURI
Fiscal Year 2023

  Balance 1/1/23   Balance 12/31/23
  Beginning    Actual
Fund  Cash Balance Revenues Expenses Ending Balance
001 - GENERAL FUND  $ 1,878,854.48   $ 10,166,619.19   $ 8,909,675.71  $ 3,135,797.96 
002 - SHERIFF  $ 101,833.77   $ 183,260.39   $ 64,708.80  $ 220,385.36 
003 - ROAD & BRIDGE  $ 2,262,617.44   $ 12,584,839.76   $ 8,310,904.74 $ 6,536,552.46 
004 - COVID 19  $ 8,111,935.72   $ 353,228.39   $ 2,259,638.93 $ 6,205,525.18 
005 - ASSESSMENT  $ (48.03)  $ 745,477.57   $ 705,583.49 $ 39,846.05 
006 - SPECIAL ELECTIONS  $ (201.11)  $ 19,744.74   $ 19,543.63 $ -   
007 - JOHNSON GRASS  $ 196,072.98   $ 71,944.66   $ 38,562.64 $ 229,455.00 
008 - HAVA GRANTS  $ -     $ 12,263.69   $ -   $ 12,263.69 
009 - PROSECUTING ATTY TRAINING  $ 18,687.02   $ 4,520.26   $ 422.89 $ 22,784.39 
010 - SHERIFF DEPUTY FUND  $ -     $ 21,150.00   $ 21,150.00 $ -   
011 - SHERIFF’S TRAINING  $ 1,779.67   $ 2,733.50   $ 3,800.00 $ 713.17 
013 - JUVENILE-INCENTIVE SUBSID  $ (19,105.88)  $ 54,579.52   $ 42,345.80 $ (6,872.16)
014 - CO EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT  $ 8.47   $ 363,925.24   $ 363,914.19 $ 19.52 
015 - EXTRADITIONS  $ 10.00   $ 11,993.00   $ 2,354.29 $ 9,648.71 
016 - INMATE SECURITY  $ 35,144.45   $ 114,348.73   $ 120,404.23 $ 29,088.95 
017 - SHERIFFS SALES TAX  $ 209,676.69   $ 3,981,021.35   $ 3,369,578.18 $ 821,119.86 
018 - SHERIFF’S CIVIL FEES  $ -     $ 59,044.06   $ 20,246.74 $ 38,797.32 
019 - COUNTY SHERIFF’S REVOLVIN  $ 45,614.83   $ 12,002.09   $ 32,086.89 $ 25,530.03 
020 - DRUG TASK FORCE  $ (15,436.45)  $ 757,513.86   $ 732,702.90 $ 9,374.51 
021 - NATIONAL OPIOID SETTLEMENT  $ -     $ 3,053.38   $ -   $ 3,053.38 
022 - VICTIM’S ASSISTANCE PROGR  $ (19,383.22)  $ 63,579.77   $ 50,700.87 $ (6,504.32)
023 - LAW ENFORCEMENT RESTITUT  $ 35,428.90   $ 22,167.51   $ 22,887.00 $ 34,709.41 
024 - SRO-SCHOOL RESERVE OFFICE  $ 22,252.06   $ 138,747.05   $ 153,609.63 $ 7,389.48 
025 - P A DEL TAX FUND  $ 324.87   $ 17.35   $ -   $ 342.22 
027 - FOOD ACCOUNT PROGRAM  $ 26,093.55   $ 19,640.00   $ 3,083.96 $ 42,649.59 
029 - ADMIN HANDLING COST FND  $ 50,964.66   $ 3,675.00   $ 95.00 $ 54,544.66 
035 - TAX SALE ESCROW  $ 22,577.48   $ 61,583.41   $ 17,482.07 $ 66,678.82 
040 - DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  $ 5,541.77   $ 9,994.75   $ 10,410.21 $ 5,126.31 
046 - TAX MAINT & CITY CONTRACT  $ -     $ 237,690.54   $ 205,796.07 $ 31,894.47 
055 - PAYROLL  $ -     $ 11,366.66   $ 1,263.62 $ 10,103.04 
060 - SCHOOLS  $ -     $ 33,374,561.91   $ 33,374,561.91 $ -   
061 - BOONSLICK REGIONAL LIB.  $ -     $ 699,452.94   $ 699,452.94 $ -   
062 - PETTIS COUNTY FIRE DIST.  $ -     $ 840,469.66   $ 840,469.66 $ -   
063 - SHELTERED WORKSHOP  $ -     $ 703,781.57   $ 703,781.57 $ -   
064 - GOOD SAMARITAN NH  $ -     $ 22,465.99   $ 22,465.99 $ -   
065 - LINCOLN NURSING HOME  $ -     $ 18,791.61   $ 18,791.61 $ -   
066 - SWEET SPRINGS AMB DIST  $ -     $ 118,349.22   $ 118,349.22 $ -   
068 - COLE CAMP AMB DIST  $ -     $ 22,842.74   $ 22,842.74 $ -   
069 - WEST CENTRAL FPD  $ -     $ 22,924.20   $ 22,924.20 $ -   
070 - WINDSOR AMBULANCE  $ -     $ 44,425.33   $ 44,425.33 $ -   
071 - FINANCIAL INST TAX-CITIES  $ 435.10   $ 8,098.30   $ 425.08 $ 8,108.32 
072 - CITIES INCLUDING SUR TAX  $ -     $ 4,089,458.39   $ 4,089,458.39 $ -   
073 - PETTIS COUNTY HEALTH CTR  $ -     $ 677,562.48   $ 677,562.48 $ -   
074 - LINCOLN FIRE DISTRICT  $ -     $ 5,966.43   $ 5,966.43 $ -   
075 - SEDALIA PUBLIC LIBRARY  $ -     $ -     $ -   $ -   
080 - OTHER GRANTS  $ (2,504.72)  $ 4,992.73   $ -   $ 2,488.01 
085 - PILOT  $ -     $ 34,813.11   $ 34,813.11 $ -   
090 - MONUMENT MAINTENANCE FUND  $ 16,100.83   $ 860.10   $ -   $ 16,960.93 
093 - 911 EMERGENCY TELEPHONE  $ 300,458.50   $ 1,113,088.40   $ 1,329,408.94 $ 84,137.96 
094 - COURTHOUSE MURAL  $ 1,714.49   $ 61.50   $ -   $ 1,775.99 
095 - GRANTS  $ 14,737.32   $ -     $ -   $ 14,737.32 
101 - SHERIFF  GRANTS  $ 15,786.84   $ 8,830.99   $ 2,572.24 $ 22,045.59 
102 - SHERIFF POLICE FUND  $ 24,855.59   $ 209,439.72   $ 197,453.25 $ 36,842.06 
COUNTY SCHOOL FUD    $ 103,827.98   $ 404,054.06   $ 67,688,677.57   $ 401,836.35   $ 106,045.69  



Sedalia DemocratADA8  |  Wednesday, February 28, 2024

MISSOURI AFFILIATED GOVT  $500.00
INSURANCE CONSORTIUM 
MISSOURI AMERICAN WATER COMPANY $637.33
MISSOURI CIRCUIT CLERK ASSOCIATION $800.00
MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE $303.41
MISSOURI DEPT OF PUBLIC SAFETY $25.00
MISSOURI EMPLOYMENT CONFERENCE LLC $275.00
MISSOURI SHERIFFS ASSN $9,386.93
MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL $61,485.00
MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL  $638.75 
CRIMINAL RECORDS 
MISSOURI STATE TREASURER  $831.96
UNCLAIMED PROPERTY 
MITCHELL, DEBROAH $1,930.00
MMT INVT/ GEORGE R. THOMPSON JR $23,650.00
MO ASSN OF COUNTY AUDITORS $300.00
MO ASSN OF COUNTY CLERKS/ $1,350.00
ELECTION AUTHORITIES 
MO ASSN OF PROS ATTORNEYS $1,600.00
MO ASSN OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATORS $500.00
MO CORONER’S ASSOCIATION $900.00
MO COUNTY TREASURER’S ASSOC $400.00
MO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY $250.00
MO DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE $261.00
MO DEPT OF NATURAL RESOURCES $200.00
MO DIV OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY $5,529.80
MO FARM BUREAU $12,408.90
MO JUVENILE JUSTICE ASSN. $335.00
MO LAGERS $971,457.08
MO MAPPERS ASSOC. $600.00
MO POLICE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION $805.00
MO SHERIFFS UNITED $770.00
MO STATE AGENCY $271.00
MO STATE ASSESSOR’S ASSN $1,890.00
MO STATE ASSESSORS’ ASSN. $800.00
MO STATE HIGHWAY PATROL $1,905.00
MO STATE TROOPERS ASSOC $1,260.00
MO VOCATIONAL ENTERPRISES $5,419.85
MOCIC $25,350.00
MODERN-LITHO -PRINT CORP $980.00
MOETIVATIONS, INC $1,060.00
MONKS, MONICA M $18.14
MOON, PATRICK K $37.40
MOPERM $543,884.07
MORGAN, MARK A $18.00
MORTON, ANGELA J $36.00
MOTOROLA INC. $36,378.73
MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS INC $186,612.31
MSHP CJ TECH. FUND. $3,810.00
MURPHY TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO $2,175.25
MURPHY, KIM D $195.00
MUTUAL OF OMAHA INSURANCE $114,529.38
COMPANY
NACO $844.00
NAPA AUTO PARTS $1,262.68
NARTEC, INC $518.40
NATIONAL ACADEMIES OF  $30.00
EMERGENCY DISPATCH 
NATIONAL EMERGENCY NUMBER 
ASSOCIATION $449.00
NEBRASKA CHILD SUPPORT  $1,350.18 
PAYMENT CENT 
NETH, KELLY D $1,000.00
NETMOTION SOFTWARE, INC $5,066.84
NEWPORT NEWS DISTRICT OFFICE $510.00
NFM BUYER LLC $133,334.02
NICKEL, KATHERINE A $36.28
NITV FEDERAL SERVICES LLC $1,465.40
NMS LABS $2,745.00
NORMAN, BAILEY $290.05
OASIS HOTEL & CONVENTION $2,500.00
OFFIICE ESSENTIALS, INC $560.03
OLD KINDERHOOK RESORT LLC $1,888.26
OMNIGO SOFTWARE $93,851.70
ON TARGET AMMUNITION, LLC $4,025.38
OPEN DOOR $72.00
O’REILLY AUTOMOTIVE $16,860.34
OSBURN, LISA L $18.35
OTIS WORLDWIDE CORPORATION $13,902.92
OTTEN SMALL ENGINE LLC $2,137.42
OWN INC $136,275.92
PABST, THOMAS F $37.96
PACARF $11,628.00
PACARS $6,124.95
PAIGE HEDGPATH ODPC $16.16
PAINTER-TORRES,SHERRY JO $274.51
PAPPERT, CHARLIE $39.76
PARHAM, LARRY $45.00
PAUL BUTLER PRESENTATIONS, LLC $2,795.00
PENGAD, INC $140.73
PETERS, KIMBERLY A $18.49
PETTIS CO CIRCUIT CLERK $347,890.00
PETTIS CO CIRCUIT CLERK $2,077.67
PETTIS CO CLERK $18,961.45
PETTIS CO COMM HEALTH CENTER $824.14
PETTIS CO FIRE DISTRICT #1 $2,536.98
PETTIS CO R-12 $25,568.87
PETTIS CO R-5 $37.31
PETTIS CO RECORDER OF DEEDS $291.00
PETTIS CO ROAD & BRIDGE $41,103.31
PETTIS CO SHERIFF $6,134.87
PETTIS CO SOIL & WATER $8,500.00
PETTIS COUNTY AMBULANCE $1,557.93
DISTRICT
PETTIS COUNTY DEVELOPMENTALLY  $823.22 
DISABLED 
PETTIS COUNTY JOINT  $200,000.00
COMMUNICATION 
PETTIS COUNTY RECORDER $99.00
PHILIPS & COMPANY $1,549.52
PHOENIX SUPPLY LLC $6,588.00
PIONEER TRAILS REGIONAL PLAN $4,142.19
PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL FINANCIAL  $5,625.72 
SERVICES, LLC 
PITNEY BOWES GLOBAL  $32,800.00
FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC 
PITNEY BOWES, INC $2,118.05
PLZ CORP $17,674.62
POLICE LEGAL SCIENCES, INC $20,560.00
POSTMASTER $900.00
PRETTYMAN, RACHAEL ANN $399.22
PUMMILL, BRENDA $18.56
PURSELL HOLDINGS, LLC $545,100.89
PVP COMMUNICATIONS $7,689.03
PYLE, JEREMY R $18.91
QUILL CORPORATION $35,883.06
RAC-JAC PROPERTIES INC $17,141.71
RADIOTRONICS, INC $336.00
RAINS, SCOTTY D $695.96
RAMEY CONSTRUCTION INC $423.00
RAMEY, KELLY D $19.40
RAMIREZ, ONEYDA $36.42
REA FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES $125.00
REAM, ALAN $140.00
RECORDERS ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI $500.00
REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LAB INC $248.00
REEVES-WIEDEMAN CO $6,554.09
REYNOLDS-WARD, LAURIE A $18.21
RICK BALL FORD $5,129.09
RICOH USA, INC $11,756.28
RIFE, WILLIAM R $37.40
ROBERT ROLLINGS ARCHITECTS, LLC $2,000.00
ROBERTS, TRAVIS D $18.14
ROBINSON, MAURICE $67.10
RODEWALD,JENNIE $28.95
ROLAND MACHINERLY CO $1,388.80
ROMAINE COMPANIES $4,245.00
ROSS, DARREN K $18.56
ROTO ROOTER $664.00
RUSS’S DELIVERY & LAWN CARE, LLC $139.00
S & D SEPTIC TANK SERVICE $800.00
S.S.P.INC. $814.70
SADLER,SUSAN $374.36
SAFE RESTRAINTS INC $8,821.60
SAFEGUARD BUSINESS SYSTEMS,INC $916.89
SAFETY-KLEEN INC $1,609.68

SAWYER, PHILLIP T $1,170.27
SCHNEIDER GEOSPATIAL LLC $46,794.00
SCHOOL BUILDING REVOLVING FUND $29,675.00
SCHRAEDER LAW FIRM $14,636.22
SCHRIEFER’S OFFICE EQUIPMENT $400.00
SCHROEDER, THOMAS A $47,360.00
SCHULTZ WRECKING $2,500.00
SEDALIA BUSINESS DISTRICT $2.62
SEDALIA DEMOCRAT $6,779.21
SEDALIA LOYAL ORDER OF MOOSE 1494 $2,540.00
SEDALIA PETERBILT/IBS $117.69
SEDALIA RENTAL & SUPPLY, INC. $7,132.21
SEDALIA STARTER & ALTERNATOR $85.00
SEDALIA WATER DEPARTMENT $67,031.49
SEDALIA-PETTIS COUNTY  $75,000.00
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
SEM APPLICATIONS $1,100.00
SHEPARD, NOAH $3.00
SHERATON WESTPORT LAKESIDE CHALET $449.31
SHI INTERNATIONAL CORP $134.04
SHO-ME TECHNOLOGIES $14,400.00
SIDWELL, KYLIE $493.93
SIEGEL QUARRY LLC $9,100.60
SIRCHIE FINGERPRINTING LAB $528.81
SMITH, ROBERT $6,677.93
SMITH, SHARON A $18.42
SMITHTON R-6 HIGH SCHOOL $152.85
SNEED, STEPHANIE S $18.84
SOCKET TELECOM, LLC $403.79
SPARKS, JAMES G $19.96
SPARKS, RANDY K  ATTY AT LAW $315.00
SPECIALTY CARE RX LLC $128,418.00
SPECIALTY CARE RX LLC $62,403.60
SPECIALTY SPORTSWEAR $3,659.25
SPRINGFIELD GROCER $282,960.50
SPX CORPORATION $540.00
STAPLES CREDIT PLAN $3,158.35
STAPLEY, JERROLD D $37.26
STATE FAIR COMMUNITY COLLEGE $3,733.15
STATE FAIR FLORAL $375.00
STATE OF CALIFORNIA $1,116.72
STERICYCLE INC $46.40
STEVENSON, BRYAN $125.64
STEVENSON, CHERI D $18.21
STEVE’S PEST CONTROL INC $4,067.28
STOLL, ROBIN E $19.40
STONE LASER IMAGING $55.00
STOPTECH, LTD. $4,475.00
STRELCHER’S INC $5,482.00
SULLIVAN, ASHLEY $153.39
SUMMERILL LAW FIRM PLLC $38,500.00
SUN BADGE CO. $1,481.55
SUNSET LAW ENFORCEMENT, LLC $2,406.00
SUPERIOR LAWNS $2,287.00
SURVEYING AND MAPPING LLC $525.00
SWEET SPRINGS AMBULANCE DIST. $0.55
SWISHER, ROBERTA R $18.70
SYMBOLARTS, LLC -LEATHAM FAMILY LLC $384.75
T & W TIRE LLC $25,175.40
TANNER, KIMBERLY ATTY $4,372.05
TAN-TAR-A RESORT $1,948.49
TATMAN, DR ANTHONY $300.00
TAYLOR, WILLIAM $1,662.46
TEAM LABORATORY CHEMICAL LLC $35,406.25
TECHNOLOGY GROUP SOLUTIONS, LLC $2,494.86
TEEPLE INSURANCE AGENCY, INC $3,669.00
THE ABY MFG GROUP INC $1,095.30
THE CENTRAL TRUST BANK $80,289.92
THE HARTFORD $39,411.00
THEISEN,JAMES $1,016.30
THERMO SCIENTIFIC PORTABLE  $44,602.52
ANALYTICAL INSTRUMENTS  INC 
TICHENOR, MARIANNE M $274.10
TIM’S TREE SERVICE $4,000.00
TINNEY, JUSTIN S $20.10
TMS INTERNATIONAL LLC $17,716.82
TOLLIVER, JEFFREY D $6,650.00
TOMO DRUG TESTING $5,053.46
TRUCK VAULT, INC $24,778.75
TRUMAN TITLE INC $4,175.00
TURN-KEY MOBILE, INC $233,501.80
TX CHILD SUPPORT SDU $2,076.98
TYLER TECHNOLOGIES/INCODE  $67,202.76
DIVISION 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY $376.75
ULINE, INC $850.89
UNITED HEALTHCARE  $1,024,359.47
INSURANCE CO 
UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL MISSOURI $420.00
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI $22,975.00
UNIVERSITY OF MO EXTENSION $77,000.00
UNIVERSITY PLAZA $642.18
UPS STORE $28.24
VAN KEPPEL, THE G.W., COMPANY $35,964.43
VANCE BROS., INC. -KANSAS CITY $588,260.55
VANGUARD APPRAISALS, INC $29,650.00
VERIZON WIRELESS $16,317.93
VER-MAC INC $85,912.00
VERTS, SCHANZ L $500.00
VIEBROCK SALES LLC $101,574.89
VIEBROCK, SKYLER $104.21
VIKING CIVES MIDWEST, INC $564.00
VON HOLTEN, SHERYL $243.49
W & M WELDING, INC. $3,711.55
WAL-MART CAPITAL ONE $1,582.73
WAREHOUSE TIRE MUFFLER $1,226.20
Watring, Stacey $17.36
WEIBERT, SHALA M $18.21
WESTERN DETENTION PRODUCTS, INC $1,294.50
WESTLAKE HARDWARE $1,915.34
WEX BANK $10,748.59
WHITEMAN AREA LEADERSHIP COUNCIL $3,000.00
WILKINS, PAMALA S $18.70
WINDLE, KIMBERLIE ELLEN $220.00
WINDSOR AMBULANCE DISTRICT $0.64
WINDSOR R-1 SCHOOL $3.94
WINDSTREAM MISSOURI INC. $2,702.91
WISECO, LLC $449.00
WISKUR, IAN T $18.35
W-K CHEVROLET-BUICK CORP $11,765.30
W-K FAMILY INC $1,390.43
W-K FORD INC $120,570.00
WKI OPERATIONS, INC. $170,456.64
WOOD & HUSTON BANK $112,500.00
WOODS SUPER MARKET #2470 $14,756.68
WOOLERY, CHRISTINA L $19.05
WOOLERY, CHRISTOPHER $346.65
WOOSLEY, MARTIN L $38.24
YEAGERS CYCLE SALES INC $7,959.12
ZOLL MEDICAL CORPORATION $1,599.00

2023 Pettis County Jurors 
Jurors get paid $18.00  per day plus mileage for a 
total expense of $21,806.71 from 1-1-23 to 12-31-23 
THERESA ACKLIN, SUSAN GANNON, KERRI 
MCGUIRE, PHILLIP STAUS DORSEY ADAMS, 
MICHELLE GARDNER, BRIANNA MCKEE, 
JULIE STCYR FATIMA AHHEE, PAUL 
GARDNER, ALLISON MCMULLIN, DONALD 
STEELE MICHEAL ALBIN, WILLIAM 
GARDNER, ANGELA MCMULLIN, JAMES 
STEELE ERICA ALDRICH, LYUBOV GARNIK, 
CATHERINE MCMULLIN, LINDA STEPHENS 
BRITTNEY ALLEN, DAWN GEHLKEN, ROSE 
MCMULLIN, JEFFREY STETZENBACH CHAD 
ALLEN, NANCY GEHLKEN, NYLE 
MCMURTREY, SHARON STEVENS JOHNNY 
ALLEN, ALYSSA GERKE, CHARLENE 
MEADOWS, CINDY STILFIELD KRISTY ALLEN, 
JANICE GERKEN, ISMAEL MEDRANO, 
CYNTHIA STOCK CONNIE AMBERG, LANCE 
GERKEN, MARY MEEHAN, THOMAS STOCK 
CHRISTINA ANDERSON, NANCY GILBERT, 
MALEYA MEEKER-MURPHY, MARK 
STOCKHURST, DIANA ANDERSON, 
STEPHANIE GLEASON, LUCERO MELGAR, 

BRYON STOVALL, ERIC ANDERSON, DEANNE 
GLENN, DONALD MELOY, DWIGHT STRANGE, 
EUGENE ANDERSON, KERRY GLENN, ZARAH 
MELVILLE, REBECCA STREFF, LAURA 
ANDERSON, KRISTINA GODUNOK, JALOND 
MENNING, CHELSILEN STUDT, MELISSA 
ANDERSON, JANET GOLDEY, WILLIAM 
MERGEN, ALLAN STURGES, MICHAEL 
ANDERSON, JAVIER GONZALEZ, STACIE 
MERRIOTT, JENNIFER SUTTON, SCOTT 
ANDERSON, LATANYA GOODWIN, DAVID 
MEYER, STEPHANIE SWAIN, TROY 
ANDERSON, LEANNA GORDON, KAREN 
MEYER, MISSY SWOPE DEBRA ANDRES, 
DUSTIN GRADY, SALLY MEYER, CAROL 
TAGTMEYER KAY ANSPAUGH, ASHLEY 
GRANDFIELD, WILLIAM MIKESELL, LISA 
TATUM KAYLA ANTEMATE, HENRY GRAY, 
JAMIE MILLER, CHARLES TAYLOR KYLE 
APPLEGATE, CAROLYN GREEN, STACY 
MILLER, GERALD TAYLOR SCOTT 
APPLEGATE, JOSHUA GREER, ANNA MISAIL, 
LISA THOMPSON CHRISTOPHER APPLEMAN, 
OLEG GRITZAN, HEATHER MONKS, PATRICIA 
THOMPSON, CARL ARNETT, CAITLIN GROSE, 
RUBY MONTEZ, JESSIE THORNBURG LONNA 
ARNOLD, DEBORAH GROSE, MADELINE 
MONTGOMERY-COLLINS, LISA TILMAN, 
KRISTINA ARTH, GEORGE GROSE, DOLLY 
MONTOYA, VICTORIA TOWNSEND, LISA 
ASTOR, TERESA GROSE, CHRISTOPHER 
MOON, CYNTHIA TOWSLEY, RICHARD AULT, 
BONNIE GROSHANS, MONTE MOON, LINDSEY 
TRIPLETT DAVID BACKER, ERIK GUBOGLO, 
PAMELA MOON, BRITNEY TROTTER TRESA 
BACKER, MELISSA GUDDE, JANICE MOORE, 
MARY TROTTER KEITH BAHNER, BARBARA 
GULSETH, KRISTINA MOORE, SCOTT TURNEY 
DEBBIE BAKER, JESSICA GUTIERREZ, 
RICHARD MOORE, SKYE TUTTLE WENDY 
BAKER, FELISHIA GUY-AVEGALIO, SHEILA 
MOORE, SHANEA VIETS ALEJANDRINA 
BALCH, PATRICIA HAASE, STACY MOORE, 
RANDY VINSON LE’MESSIA BARBOUR, 
AUDREY HAGEDORN, STEVEN MOORE, 
HOLTEN VON KASSANDRA BARKACS, 
BRADLEY HAGEDORN, DAVID MOREY, 
KIMELIA WAGENKNECHT, IRVIN BARNES, 
MONTYE HAGELE, CHARLENE MORRIS, 
JESSE WALLUT JEFFREY BARNES, JEAN 
HAGSTON, KELSIE MORRIS, ANASTASIA 
WALTERS TIFANIE BASNIGHT, JACK HALL, 
NINA MORRISON, STEVEN WALTERS MARVIN 
BAUMGARNER, JOEY HALL, MELODY 
MORSE, VIRGINIA WALZ DONALD BAUML, 
LUCAS HALL, BRYAN MOSIER, BRENDA 
WARD REBECCA BEARD, THOMAS HALL, 
REBECCA MOSS, RICKEY WARD SARA 
BEASON, MARK HAMMOND, ELISHA 
MOULTON, DENNIS WARNKE CHARLES 
BEESLEY, DOUGLAS HAMPY, JAMES MUIN, 
AYANNA WARREN GREGORY BELL, ANGELA 
HANEY, TIFFANY MULLINS, CHELSI WARREN 
RAY BELL, TARA HARBIT, ABIGAIL MURRAY, 
TAMMIE WASHINGTON AMANDA BELSHA, 
DIANA HARDESTY, DAVID MURRAY, DALE 
WASSON TINA BENDONI-SHELNUT, REGAN 
HARGRAVE, SHERLYN NAIL, MARK WATRING 
CINDY BENORTHAM, CINDY HARMON, MARY 
NANDHO, JACLYN WEBB MICHAEL 
BERNARD, JAMES HARMON, ELIZABETH 
NATIONS, THERESA WELBORN MARY 
BERSANO, LEE HARNER, MELISSA NAVARRO, 
JILL WELLER DOROTHY BIGGS, KIMBERLY 
HARNESS, ELIZABETH NEDDERMAN, MONTE 
WELLS JOHN BILLINGS, KENNETH HARRIS, 
DENA NEILL, JOHN WELTON BEVERLY BIRD, 
BRIAN HARRISON, MARK NELSON, 
MARJORIE WESTER STEVEN BLACK, 
MICHAEL HART, DIGGY NINE, KELSEY 
WEYMUTH NATALIE BLAGONYA, ETTA 
HARTLEY, SHELBI NOBLE, ELIZABETH 
WHEELER JERRY BLAKELY, KAY HARTLEY, 
DANA NORTH, HALEY WHEELER RITA 
BLAKELY, TAYLOR HARTLEY, PATRICK 
NORTON, KAYLENE WHEELER JEFFREY 
BLAKEMORE, STEVEN HARVEY, RACHEL 
NORTON, ROBERT WHEELER HEATHER 
BLANCHARD, JOSHUA HASLAG, SHERRY 
NULSEN, STACY WHEELER CYNTHIA 
BOATMAN, DANIEL HAYDEN, ANDREW NYE, 
CODY WHITE LEE BOATRIGHT, ROBERT 
HEAVENER, SHARON O’BANNON, JOSEPH 
WHITE SHARLEEN BOEHM, MICHAEL 
HEDRICK, JOHN OELRICHS, STEVEN WHITE 
THOMAS BOEHNER, DALTON HEILIG, DINA 
OGORODNIK, THOMAS WHITE MARY 
BOHANON, MELISSA HEMME, VITA 
OLEFIRENKO, DANIEL WHITFIELD STANLEY 
BOHON, JANE HENDERSON, CRISTAL 
ORTEGA, ERIC WHITTALL TARA BOLLING, 
VIRGINIA HENDERSON, STEPHEN OSBURN, 
CHARLES WHORTON TONYA BORLAND, COLE 
HENRY, SHERMAN OSWALD, STEPHANIE 
WIENERT GREGORY BOSWELL, BRIAN 
HERMANSON, KENNETH OTT, GREGORY 
WILFONG JOAN BOWEN, LOGAN HERTEL, 
LINDA PACE, SHELLY WILLIAMS MICHAEL 
BOWERS, KENNETH HEYER, ELIZABETH 
PAGE, ARLIE WILLIS RODNEY BOYD, LOREN 
HIATT, FAY PAGE, CHERYL WILSON ANGEL 
BRADLEY, JOSHUA HIBBARD, MONTANA 
PAHLOW, LINDA WINEINGER SAMANTHA 
BRADLEY, JENNIFER HICKSON, AUSTIN 
PARISH, WANDA WISCHMEIER ALAN 
BRANDHORST, FREDERICK HILL, BRIDGET 
PARKER, JAMES WISDOM BOBBIE 
BRANDKAMP, RICHARD HISLE, LEVI PARKER, 
AMY WISE CODY BRANDOW, THOMAS 
HODGES, TARA PARKHURST, JON WISE 
ALYSSA BRANDT, MEGAN HODGKINSON, 
MICHAEL PARRISH, CHRISTOPHER WISENER 
BETTY BRASWELL, CAMERON HOEHNS, 
RUSSELL PATRICK, DAVID WOOD RICHARD 
BREHEIM, PAUL HOFHEINS, JAMES PATTON, 
SHAWNNA WOOD CODY BRESHEARS, 
LAURICE HOKE, CAROL PAYNE, STEVEN 
WOODINGTON LINDA BRESHEARS, LISA 
HOKE, SHAWN PETERSON, PATRICIA WORLEY 
RONNIE BREWER, GERRI HONTZ, JOSHUA 
PETREE, SARAH YOUNG MELISSA BROCK, 
EDWARD HOPKINS, JESSICA PHILLIPS, 
BETTINA ZAREMBA DEBORAH BROOKS, 
CANDICE HOUT, SALENA PHILLIPS, QUEZADA 
ZAVALA JAYMA BROOKS, ROSALIN HOWATT, 
MARSHA POINDEXTER, ASHLEY ZEMPEL 
CANDICE BROWN, WILLIAM HOWELL, 
DONNA POINTER, IVAN ZHELEZNYAKOV 
DANIEL BROWN, ROSS HUBER, DEANA 
POMAJZL, SERGEY ZHURA DUSTIN BROWN, 
BRIAN HUDSON, MICHAEL POMAJZL, 
AMANDA ZIMMERMAN PHILIP BROWN, 
HERBERT HUDSON, YURIY PONKRATOV, 
MARK ZIMMERSCHIED AMY BRUST, MAGEN 
HUDSON, GALINA POPA, AMANDA BUELL, 
REBECCA HUDSON, MEGAN PRIVETT, 
KENNETH BUNKER, VICTOR HUDSON, 
DEBORA PUGH, ANDREW BURT, LUCY 
HUGHES, GREGORY PURL, BRENDA BUTLER, 
AMY HUNN, BRUCE QUINLEY, SUMMER 
BUTLER, CRYSTAL HUNT, EDLYNN RAED, 
JENNIFER CACHERO, ANDREA HUNTLEY, 
JIMMIE RAINES, RICHARD CAMIRAND, 

WHITNEY HURT, CONNOR RALSTON, 
TIFFANY CAMIRAND, TIMOTHY 
HUTCHINSON, JAMES RANGITSCH, JESSICA 
CAPKOVIC, DICK HUTCHISON, JERRY 
RANSDELL, KIMBERLY CARLOS, NICHOLAS 
IMHAUSER, JULIA RAY, MONICA CARPENTER, 
REBECCA IMHAUSER, JENNIFER REED, 
JENNIFER CARR, SERGEY ISAYKO, KATHY 
REED, CINDY CARRIER-PLUMLEE, DANIEL 
JACK, LINDA REED, ERIN CARY, JENNIFER 
JACKS, BEVERLY REEDY, CELESTA 
CASDORPH, CATHERINE JACKSON, MARLON 
REEVES, ELAINE CASEY, CHAD JACKSON, 
KAREN REID, MARCY CASH, KEIASHA 
JACKSON, KEVIN RENTEL, JULIE CASTEEL, 
RENDA JACKSON, JENNIFER REYNOLDS, 
BENJAMIN CATLETT, ROBERT JACKSON, 
KRISTA RHOADS, KENNETH CATON, DAVID 
JACOBSMEIER, SHENANDOAH RHOADS, 
TIFFANY CATRON, CARRIE JARVIS, BRITTANY 
RHODEN, PEGGY CHISM, COURTNEY 
JENKINS, MONA RHODEN, JOSEPH CHMELIR, 
BECKY JENSEN, CHARLES RICHARDSON, 
OKSANA CHOBANU, CORY JETT, ROBERT 
RICHEY, AMBER CLAPHAM, CHASE JOHNSON, 
JOHN RIEVES, CHARLES CLARK, CYNTHIA 
JOHNSON, JOSHUA RILEY, SHEILA CLARK, 
MARC JOHNSON, JOHN RIPPEY, TANYA 
CLAXTON, MICHELE JOHNSON, AMY RITZO, 
PAULA CLIFFORD, STEPHANIE JOHNSON, 
SHIRLEY ROBB, JEFFREY CLINE, SHIRLEY 
JOHNSTON, DEANNA ROBLEDO, JONATHAN 
CLOSE, KIMBERLY JONES, JOHN ROCKETT, 
BONNIE CLOSSER, PENNY JONES, TRISHA 
ROODA, CRYSTAL COKE, DENISE KABLER, 
CHRISTOPHER ROOK, MICHAEL COLLINS, 
MARY KAISER, TINA ROQUET, SHAWNA 
COMFORT, DONNA KATZING, DEBRA 
ROSEBROUGH, ANTHONY COOK, MICHAEL 
KEARNEY, AUSTIN ROSS, KEVIN COOPER, 
DAVID KEHOE, MARY ROSS, MARY COPE, 
CHARLES KELLER, DONNA ROWLAND, ADAM 
CORMICAN, DEANNA KELLER, KIM ROWLES, 
XIOMARA CORPIER, TYLER KEMPTON, 
MONICA ROWLETTE, ROSY COSTER, ALISA 
KENNEDY, RAMONA ROYSE, ALAN COULTER, 
PAMELA KENNEDY, EMILY RUCKMAN, 
MATTHEW COVER, SHERRY KERBO, 
MICHAEL RUMSEY, TAMMY COVER, RONALD 
KESSEL, WILLIAM RUNDLETT, MICHAEL 
COWEN, LINDA KIENLE, ALEXANDRIA 
RUTLEDGE, MARLENE COWLES, JOSHUA 
KILLION, GERALD RYLOTT, CLARISSA CRAIG, 
NATHAN KILLION, BRIAN SADLER, KAYLA 
CRAIG, ROGER KIMBALL, BARBARA SALLEE, 
CAROL CRAMER, NATHAN KING, CHARLES 
SALMONS, JAMI CRAMER, NITA KING, 
JONATHAN SALVO, JOHN CROOKER, 
CHASTITY KINNER, MICKEY SARTAIN, 
CHRISTINE CROOKS, PAUL KIRBY, MICHELLE 
SARVER, MICHAEL CROUCH, RACHEL KISO, 
ELVERA SATTERWHITE, TERESA CROWE, 
ASHLEY KLEIN, ISAMAR SAUERBREI, DONNA 
CURRY, DENISE KNIGHT, JOSEPH SAUSER, 
ANDREW DARRAH, MALLORY KNIGHT, 
JESSICA SAWFORD, KARISA DARRAH, 
ROBERTA KNIGHT, WILLIAM SCHADER, 
MADONNA DAVIS, DARRELL KNOTT, STEVEN 
SCHEINER, MARY DAVIS, DAVID KNOTT, 
JANIS SCHILB, MELISSA DAVIS, KAROLINA 
KONDRATYUK, KARLA SCHNEIDER, WILLIAM 
DEHAVEN, CHARLOTTE KRATZ, HENRY 
SCHRADER, MATTHEW DEMAND, CHARLES 
KRATZER, JAMES SCHROEDER, TIA DEMAND, 
SHADOW KRATZER, PAMELA SCHULTZ, 
COOPER DERKSEN, EBERHARD KROPP, 
ASHLEY SCOTT, ANNE DESALME, VICTORIA 
KRYSH, BRYANNA SCOTT, ROY DEVOSS, 
STACY KUEHNER, STEPHANIE SCOTT, 
BRITTANY DILLON, TARAS KUKHARETS, 
GERALD SEELINGER, JAMES DILLON, 
JEANETTE KULLMAN, WILMA SENSING, 
DENNIS DIRCK, SEBASTIAN LAMPORT, 
ALEKSANDR SERIN, CLYDE DITTO, 
ELIZABETH LANDON, DANIEL SEVIER, 
MICHAEL DITZFELD, ROY LARUE, JENNIFER 
SEVIER, FRANK DOOGS, DARREN LAZENBY, 
MICHAEL SHANKLES, MICHAEL DOOGS, 
CORDELL LEAFTY, KALEB SHAPLEY, KENDRA 
DORR, MARILYN LEHMAN, YNNA 
SHCHERBINA, AUTRY DOTSON, TAMARA 
LEMONS, MELISSA SHELLEDY, MARCELLA 
DOTSON, JAY LEWIS, ROBIN SHEPARD, 
JUDITH DOUGAN, RAYLYNN LIGHTFOOT, 
GLENN SHERMAN, PAMELA DOUGLAS, 
JOSHUA LIND, LORA SHIREMAN, CLIFFORD 
DOVE, JOSHUA LINDERMAN, KRISTINA 
SHRYOCK, SAMUEL DOVE, CRISTA 
LITTLEPAGE, STANISLAV SIDLINSKIY, LISA 
DOWDY, ELIZABETH LITTLEPAGE, SARAH 
SIEGEL, AMANDA DRAKE, KAELA LOCKARD, 
TERRI SIEGEL, RODNEY DRENON, SHARON 
LOGAN, OLGA SILCHUK, THOMAS DURRILL, 
JERALDINE LOVE, ARLENE SILVEY, NANCY 
DYER, MELISSA LUCAS, RANDALL SILVEY, 
EZEKIEL EBERTING, ANGELA LUEBBERING, 
BARBARA SIMON, CHARLOTTE EDWARDS, 
SANDI LUTJEN, CHRISTOPHER SIMON, 
GARRETT EDWARDS, TAYLOR LUTZ, 
MICHAEL SIMONS, THERESA EDWARDS, 
JAMES LYBARGER, ANESHA SIMS, DENISE 
EHLERT, BETH LYLES, HANNAH SKINNER, 
KIMBERLY EICKHOFF, JUDITH MABRY, 
JOSHUA SLEEPER, PATRICK ELMLINGER, 
KIMBERLY MABRY, LINDA SLEEPER, 
BRANDIE ENGLES, ERICA MABRY-
PFANNENSTIEL, ANDREA SMITH, JAMES 
ESSELMAN, DESTINY MAGGARD, ANGELLA 
SMITH, BEVERLY ESTILL, DUSTIN MAHIN, 
CIARA SMITH, GERALD EVANS, JESSICA 
MAHIN, DARRELL SMITH, RYAN EYE, HELEN 
MALLORY, HAROLD SMITH, JOHN EZELL, 
BEAR MANLEY, JEFFREY SMITH, NICHOLAS 
FAIRLEY, DEBORAH MANN, JENNIFER SMITH, 
CATHERINE FIEDLER, STEVEN MANSEAU, 
KEVIN SMITH, ASHTON FIGGE, AMANDA 
MANUEL, LANDON SMITH, LAURA FISHER, 
NELLIE MANUES, MICHAEL SMITH, RUSSELL 
FISHER, TRACY MARKLAND, NANCY SMITH, 
PAUL FLETCHER, CHRISTOPHER MARSHALL, 
RANDY SMITH, AMBER FLORES, ASHLEY 
MARTIN, WENDY SMITH, DAVID FLOYD, 
BRETT MARTIN, TINA SNEED, DENISE FLOYD, 
JESSICA MARTIN, BRADLEY SNURR, VINCENT 
FORD, RANDY MARTIN, STEVEN SOBASKI, 
PAULA FORTUNE, RICHARD MARTIN, ELAINA 
SONNIK, JASON FOSNOW, CLAUDIA 
MARTINEZ-ATKINS, KIRSTIN SOPKO, 
PAULETTA FOSTER, ANDREW MATHER, 
CONNIE SPALDING, MONIQUE FOURNIER, 
CRAIG MATZ, JAMES SPANGLER, DARIA FOX, 
SHERI MATZ, DONALD SPARKS, SAMANTHA 
FOX, ROBERT MAY, DONNA SPARKS, SANDRA 
FRACCHIA, DOTTIE MCBRIDE, JAMIE SPARKS, 
JEREMY FRANKLIN, WALTER MCBRIDE, 
KAREN SPELLMEYER, CARRIE FRENCH, 
NICOLE MCCULLOUGH, DEBORAH SPENCER, 
JUSTIN FURNELL, KEVIN MCELROY, JANA 
SPRINKLE, KIEYAH FYFFE, KELLY 
MCFATRICH, MARK STAUS

Employee Name Salary
ACKERMAN, CHARLENE  $ 74,783.02 
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By Leanne Italie 
AP Lifestyles Writer

NEW YORK — Leap 
year. It’s a delight for the 
calendar and math nerds 
among us. So how did it all 
begin and why?

Have a look at some of 
the numbers, history and 
lore behind the (not quite) 
every four year phenom 
that adds a 29th day to 
February.
BY THE NUMBERS

The math is mind-bog-
gling in a layperson sort of 
way and down to fractions 
of days and minutes. There’s 
even a leap second occa-
sionally, but there’s no hul-
labaloo when that happens.

The thing to know is that 
leap year exists, in large 
part, to keep the months 
in sync with annual events, 
including equinoxes and 
solstices, according to the 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
at the California Institute of 
Technology.

It’s a correction to 
counter the fact that Earth’s 
orbit isn’t precisely 365 days 
a year. The trip takes about 
six hours longer than that, 
NASA says.

Contrary to what some 
might believe, however, not 
every four years is a leaper. 
Adding a leap day every 
four years would make the 
calendar longer by more 
than 44 minutes, according 
to the National Air & Space 
Museum.

Later, on a calendar yet 
to come (we’ll get to it), 

it was decreed that years 
divisible by 100 not follow 
the four-year leap day rule 
unless they are also divisible 
by 400, the JPL notes. In the 
past 500 years, there was no 
leap day in 1700, 1800 and 
1900, but 2000 had one. In 
the next 500 years, if the 
practice is followed, there 
will be no leap day in 2100, 
2200, 2300 and 2500.

Still with us?
The next leap years are 

2028, 2032 and 2036.
WHAT WOULD 
HAPPEN WITHOUT 
A LEAP DAY?

Eventually, nothing good 
in terms of when major 
events fall, when farmers 
plant and how seasons align 
with the sun and the moon.

“Without the leap years, 
after a few hundred years 
we will have summer in 
November,” said Younas 
Khan, a physics instruc-
tor at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham. 
“Christmas will be in sum-
mer. There will be no snow. 
There will be no feeling of 
Christmas.”
WHO CAME UP WITH 
LEAP YEAR?

The short answer: It 
evolved.

Ancient civilizations 
used the cosmos to plan 
their lives, and there are 
calendars dating back to 
the Bronze Age. They were 
based on either the phases 
of the moon or the sun, as 
various calendars are today. 
Usually they were “luniso-
lar,” using both.

Now hop on over to the 
Roman Empire and Julius 
Caesar. He was dealing 
with major seasonal drift 
on calendars used in his 
neck of the woods. They 
dealt badly with drift by 
adding months. He was also 
navigating a vast array of 
calendars starting in a vast 
array of ways in the vast 
Roman Empire.

He introduced his Julian 
calendar in 46 BCE. It was 
purely solar and counted a 
year at 365.25 days, so once 
every four years an extra 
day was added. Before that, 
the Romans counted a year 
at 355 days, at least for a 
time.

But still, under Julius, 
there was drift. There were 
too many leap years! The 
solar year isn’t precisely 
365.25 days! It’s 365.242 
days, said Nick Eakes, an 
astronomy educator at the 
Morehead Planetarium and 
Science Center at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina in 
Chapel Hill.

Thomas Palaima, a clas-
sics professor at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin, said 
adding periods of time to a 
year to reflect variations in 
the lunar and solar cycles 
was done by the ancients. 
The Athenian calendar, he 
said, was used in the fourth, 
fifth and sixth centuries 
with 12 lunar months.

That didn’t work for 
seasonal religious rites. The 
drift problem led to “inter-
calating” an extra month 
periodically to realign with 

lunar and solar cycles, 
Palaima said.

The Julian calendar was 
0.0078 days (11 minutes 
and 14 seconds) longer than 
the tropical year, so errors 
in timekeeping still gradu-
ally accumulated, according 
to NASA. But stability 
increased, Palaima said.

The Julian calendar was 
the model used by the 
Western world for hun-
dreds of years. Enter Pope 
Gregory XIII, who calibrat-
ed further. His Gregorian 
calendar took effect in the 
late 16th century. It remains 
in use today and, clearly, 
isn’t perfect or there would 
be no need for leap year. 
But it was a big improve-
ment, reducing drift to 
mere seconds.

Why did he step in? Well, 
Easter. It was coming later 
in the year over time, and 
he fretted that events related 
to Easter like the Pentecost 
might bump up against 
pagan festivals. The pope 
wanted Easter to remain in 
the spring.

He eliminated some 
extra days accumulated 
on the Julian calendar and 
tweaked the rules on leap 
day. It’s Pope Gregory and 
his advisers who came up 
with the really gnarly math 
on when there should or 
shouldn’t be a leap year.

“If the solar year was 
a perfect 365.25 then we 
wouldn’t have to worry 
about the tricky math 
involved,” Eakes said.
WHAT’S THE DEAL 

WITH LEAP YEAR 
AND MARRIAGE?

Bizarrely, leap day comes 
with lore about women 
popping the marriage ques-
tion to men. It was mostly 
benign fun, but it came 
with a bite that reinforced 
gender roles.

There’s distant European 
folklore. One story places 
the idea of women propos-
ing in fifth century Ireland, 
with St. Bridget appealing 
to St. Patrick to offer wom-
en the chance to ask men to 
marry them, according to 
historian Katherine Parkin 
in a 2012 paper in the Jour-
nal of Family History.

Nobody really knows 
where it all began.

In 1904, syndicat-
ed columnist Elizabeth 
Meriwether Gilmer, aka 
Dorothy Dix, summed up 
the tradition this way: “Of 
course people will say ... 
that a woman’s leap year 
prerogative, like most of her 
liberties, is merely a glitter-
ing mockery.”

The pre-Sadie Hawkins 
tradition, however serious 
or tongue-in-cheek, could 
have empowered women 
but merely perpetuated 
stereotypes. The proposals 
were to happen via post-
card, but many such cards 
turned the tables and poked 
fun at women instead.

Advertising perpetuat-
ed the leap year marriage 
game. A 1916 ad by the 
American Industrial Bank 
and Trust Co. read thusly: 
“This being Leap Year day, 

we suggest to every girl that 
she propose to her father to 
open a savings account in 
her name in our own bank.”

There was no breath of 
independence for women 
due to leap day.
SHOULD WE PITY THE 
LEAPLINGS?

Being born in a leap year 
on a leap day certainly is 
a talking point. But it can 
be kind of a pain from a 
paperwork perspective. 
Some governments and 
others requiring forms to 
be filled out and birthdays 
to be stated stepped in to 
declare what date was used 
by leaplings for such things 
as drivers licenses, whether 
Feb. 28 or March 1.

Technology has made it 
far easier for leap babies to 
jot down their Feb. 29 mile-
stones, though there can be 
glitches in terms of health 
systems, insurance policies 
and with other businesses 
and organization that don’t 
have that date built in.

There are about 5 million 
people worldwide who 
share the leap birthday out 
of about 8 billion people on 
the planet. Shelley Dean, 
23, in Seattle, Washington, 
chooses a rosy attitude 
about being a leapling. 
Growing up, she had nor-
mal birthday parties each 
year, but an extra special 
one when leap years rolled 
around. Since, as an adult, 
she marks that non-leap 
period between Feb. 28 and 
March 1 with a low-key 
“whew.”

What would happen without a Leap Day? More than you might think
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ACKERMAN, MICHAEL  $ 200.00 
ADAM, HEATHER  $ 43,143.52 
ALLSTOT, JULIA  $ 22,915.18 
ANDERS, BRADLEY  $ 92,534.77 
ANDERSON, CAMERON  $ 51,782.72 
ANSON, LEONA  $ 66,239.71 
APEL, SHAWN  $ 66,437.63 
ARNOLD, RONALD  $ 10,860.00 
ASBURY, TODD  $ 49,236.00 
ASH, TERRY  $ 40,335.00 
ATKINSON, MELISSA  $ 175.00 
BACON, JORDAN  $ 4,962.05 
BAEZA, EFRAIN ISRAEL  $ 50,679.98 
BAHNER, MATHEW  $ 232.80 
BAHNER, STEPHANIE  $ 51,340.01 
BARLOW, ABINADI  $ 19,323.80 
BARNES, PATRICIA  $ 6,219.41 
BARNHILL, DAVID  $ 5,599.38 
BARTLETT, KIP  $ 61,360.00 
BECK, RICHARD  $ 15,185.00 
BELL, HOLLIS  $ 18,508.88 
BELL, LUCAS  $ 31,732.80 
BELSHA, RAEGAN  $ 15,040.00 
BELTON, ANTONIO  $ 42,055.58 
BINNING, BRADFORD  $ 31,200.00 
BOESCHEN, MARSHA  $ 100,259.67 
BOESCHEN, SHANNON  $ 52,761.48 
BORGMEYER, OLIVIA  $ 175.00 
BRANSTETTER, CHRISTOPHER  $ 47,557.42 
BRIDGES, AMBER  $ 37,329.40 
BRONSON, KARMYA  $ 9,211.96 
BROOKS, DONALD  $ 200.00 
BROWN, CHERYL  $ 200.00 
BROWN, JACOB  $ 46,692.00 
BROWN, TREVOR  $ 38,305.90 
BROYLES, SHERRY  $ 325.00 
BRUSCA, ANGIE  $ 30,093.71 
BRYAN, JENNIFER  $ 44,547.02 
BUTENKO, DENNIS  $ 39,782.01 
BUTLER, BILLIE  $ 180.00 
CALLAHAN, STEPHEN  $ 8,752.00 
CANDELAS, SAMANTHA  $ 31,653.20 
CAPKOVIC, JESSICA  $ 35,578.50 
CARLOS, HIRAM  $ 14,287.84 
CARTER, SUETTA  $ 200.00 
CARVER, SHIRLEY  $ 32,840.15 
CASEY, LINDA  $ 175.00 
CHANCELLOR, CHRISTINA  $ 30,062.37 
CHAPIN, JEANNE  $ 195.00 
CHEYNE, KATHRYN  $ 1,560.76 
CLARDY, NATASHA  $ 53,164.38 
CLEVENGER, BARBARA  $ 74,783.02 
CLEVENGER, SUSAN  $ 63,200.00 
CLINE, JOHN  $ 63,648.88 
CLINGAN, HARRY  $ 7,780.00 
COFFEY, RANDY  $ 14,585.00 
COLE, RHONDA  $ 38,221.50 
COLLINS, DANIEL  $ 7,663.86 
CONNER, TEAGAN  $ 29,655.04 
COOK, JOHN  $ 60,606.75 
COWGILL, DANIEL  $ 29,181.11 
CRAIG, DALLAS  $ 46,800.00 
CRAMPTON, EDWIN  $ 54,516.00 
CRAMPTON, JESSICA  $ 9,159.00 
CREWS, KIMBERLY  $ 31,597.20 
CROSSWHITE, ROSE MARY  $ 180.00 
CUNNINGHAM, JASON  $ 55,752.50 
DAHLIN, CAROL  $ 200.00 
DECKER, CYNTHIA  $ 180.00 
DEHAVEN, SCOTT  $ 65,206.00 
DEHAVEN, WILLIAM  $ 59,580.00 
DEJARNETTE, ANDREW  $ 54,133.57 
DEMOTTE, MARY BETH  $ 345.00 
DENMAN, ETHAN  $ 19,430.00 
DENOMME, BRETT  $ 82,799.86 
DESMOND, CASSIE  $ 31,329.78 
DILLON, BEVERLY  $ 74,783.02 
DOYAL, BRIANNA  $ 73,102.30 
DOYAL, TERRY  $ 12,861.17 
DYSON, CYNTRELL  $ 49,697.36 
EASLEY, BRYCE  $ 2,907.70 
EDGAR, AUSTIN  $ 1,760.00 
EDWARDS, MARK  $ 17,009.98 
EDWARDS, WHITNEY  $ 1,436.40 
EMERY, MITCHELL  $ 16,945.00 
ERFURTH, REBECCA  $ 200.00 
EVANS, KYLIE  $ 1,728.96 
FARKAS, R. ANTHONY  $ 74,501.70 
FOSTER, TERRIE  $ 35,813.37 

FRENCH, WESLEY  $ 42,037.80 
FRITZ, STEVEN  $ 59,999.94 
GADT, NICOLE  $ 37,688.72 
GARTNER, ANGELA  $ 65,052.34 
GATES, AMANDA  $ 7,903.01 
GAYLORD, RHONDA  $ 840.00 
GENTGES, HOLLY  $ 85.00 
GENTGES, NICHOLAS  $ 80.00 
GERKEN, MICHELLE  $ 57,732.90 
GERKEN, TYLER  $ 43,698.25 
GERTZ, DANIEL  $ 15,321.80 
GIBSON, JEREMIAH  $ 63,448.32 
GLIDEWELL, CAROL  $ 5,790.60 
GLIDEWELL, ERIC  $ 33,604.00 
GLIDEWELL, GLEN  $ 12,699.00 
GONZALEZ, JAVIER  $ 58,863.48 
GOOCH, NICHOLAS  $ 54,588.00 
GOOSEN, LUKE  $ 11,538.45 
GOURLEY, JADIAN  $ 37,702.51 
GRAY, MELISSA  $ 175.00 
GREEN, CAROLYN  $ 19,568.00 
GREER, ISAAC  $ 32,270.70 
GUDDE, KATELYNN  $ 36,392.22 
GUILLEN, SELENA  $ 34,961.22 
GUTIERREZ, CHRISTOPHER  $ 2,240.00 
HALL, CANDY  $ 39,696.00 
HALL, ROY  $ 46,080.09 
HAMMOND, TAMMY  $ 29,152.90 
HAMMONDS, CURTIS  $ 55,058.00 
HARDY, VICKI  $ 180.00 
HART, EDWARD  $ 180.00 
HARVEY, JAMES  $ 175.00 
HAWKINS-HOEHNE, HEATHER  $ 46,129.83 
HENDRICKS, AUBREY  $ 19,460.91 
HESSELBACHER, PRESTON  $ 62,782.64 
HICKMAN, JACOB  $ 9,801.00 
HIGGINS, FRANK  $ 31,559.26 
HILL, JAMES  $ 69,061.08 
HILL, SIERRA  $ 42,069.69 
HIRNER-GARDNER, DONNA  $ 195.00 
HOCKADAY, MARION  $ 56,494.39 
HOKE, CHRISTOPHER  $ 41,087.23 
HOLLAND, ABIGAIL  $ 9,948.28 
HOMAN, JOYCE  $ 3,039.50 
HOOD, BRAYDN  $ 7,891.53 
HORSTMAN, AUBREY  $ 18,591.79 
HOSTETTER, DEBRA  $ 13,856.00 
HUNTER, KELTON  $ 5,121.25 
HUTCHINSON, SAVANNAH  $ 39,804.63 
ISAACSON, KELLY  $ 50,069.49 
JACKSON, CHRISTOPHER  $ 42,145.68 
JACOBI, RICHARD  $ 12,174.59 
JARAMILLO, NATHALIE  $ 41,153.06 
JENNINGS, CALEB  $ 51,491.00 
JOHNSON, GILBERT  $ 59,051.30 
JONES, RHYANNA  $ 1,060.80 
JORDAN, CHRISTIAN  $ 16,279.50 
KAUFFMAN, DEVEN  $ 23,220.00 
KELSEY, CHRISTINE  $ 50,724.76 
KELSEY, ROBERT  $ 47,436.74 
KESSING, CHEYENNE  $ 31,731.29 
KLENKE, JANICE  $ 24,445.50 
KOEBEL, ASHER  $ 22,760.50 
KOEBEL, DARREL  $ 45,380.00 
KOZHUKHARENKO, ESTHER  $ 10,389.60 
KOZHUKHARENKO, TIMOTHY  $ 2,295.00 
KRATZER, TONY  $ 38,605.20 
KRINGLE, MARIE  $ 70,000.05 
LA STRADA, NICHOLAS  $ 74,783.02 
LANE, JUDITH  $ 180.00 
LANE, JUDY  $ 180.00 
LASTER, MICHEAL  $ 41,322.34 
LAUDENBERGER, JERRY  $ 180.00 
LAUDER, DANNELLE  $ 71,392.10 
LAZENBY, SHERYL  $ 345.00 
LAZENBY, WESLEY  $ 175.00 
LEWIS, CHARLOTTE  $ 30,401.58 
LEWIS, MARCUS  $ 41,542.60 
LIGON, JAMES  $ 43,614.06 
LINDERMAN, RICHARD  $ 12,870.00 
LLOYD, ALEXANDER  $ 2,688.31 
LONG, MATTHEW SHAWN  $ 66,034.95 
LONG, ZACKARY  $ 51,629.75 
LOWE, DANIEL  $ 175.00 
LUNSFORD, DELTA  $ 41,802.01 
LYNE, KIMBERLY  $ 74,783.02 
MANUEL, BRET  $ 64,570.74 
MARCOS, ANASTACIO  $ 35,961.00 
MARCUM, JAMES  $ 50,679.98 

MARTIN, TANNER  $ 31,571.33 
MATHENY, ERIN  $ 25,658.87 
MCCULLOUGH, GERTRUDE  $ 3,686.67 
MCFATRICH, SONDRA  $ 325.00 
MCINTYRE, ALLISON  $ 180.00 
MCKEEHAN, DANIEL  $ 6,883.02 
MCKINNEY, CHRISTINE  $ 425.00 
MCMAHAN, CHERYL  $ 200.00 
MCMURTREY, NYLE  $ 2,832.00 
MILLER, DEBRA  $ 175.00 
MOON, LISA  $ 80.00 
MOON, PATRICK  $ 175.00 
MOORE, JIMMY  $ 68,841.20 
MORGAN, MARK  $ 54,400.95 
MORGAN, PATRICIA  $ 3,360.00 
MORLEY, BRIAN  $ 26,794.76 
MORRIS, MARILYN  $ 180.00 
NAIL, JOHN  $ 175.00 
NAIL, SHERLYN  $ 175.00 
NEUMANN, DAVID  $ 43,440.00 
NEWMAN, NATHAN  $ 37,119.14 
NEWTON, DANIEL  $ 11,750.00 
NICHOLS, SCOTT  $ 48,399.60 
NOLAN, SIDNEY  $ 195.00 
NORMAN, BAILEY  $ 17,426.25 
OLLISON, BETTY  $ 200.00 
OPFER, CHARLES  $ 44,041.23 
O’ROURKE, MONICA  $ 30,241.18 
ORR, PAIGE  $ 9,066.13 
PAINTER-TORRES, SHERRY  $ 39,715.32 
PAPPERT, CHARLES  $ 38,864.50 
PARHAM, LARRY  $ 37,061.00 
PARKER, JAZZMINE  $ 30,641.50 
PEREZ, AMY  $ 175.00 
PERRETTA, VICTORIA  $ 41,879.83 
PHILLIPS, LEONARD  $ 10,877.80 
PIERS, NAOMI RUTH  $ 180.00 
PILLIARD, SEAN  $ 36,000.12 
PLATT, STEVEN  $ 41,174.35 
POLLITT, COLLEEN  $ 180.00 
POLLITT, JOHN  $ 180.00 
POORT, DOROTHY  $ 175.00 
POTTS, ANNA  $ 200.00 
PRETTYMAN, RACHAEL  $ 13,455.47 
PRICE, CHARLES  $ 175.00 
RASA, CHERYL  $ 558.75 
RAY, CHRISTINA  $ 34,935.60 
REAM, LARRY  $ 33,357.60 
RENO, AARON  $ 10,820.00 
RICHMOND, LEON  $ 195.00 
RICHMOND, NANCY  $ 195.00 
RITZO, JAN  $ 3,232.50 
RIVERA, MELISSA  $ 9,541.00 
ROBERTSON, RICHARD  $ 200.00 
ROBINSON, JILL  $ 18,256.00 
ROBINSON, NATHAN  $ 240.00 
RODEWALD, JENNIFER  $ 35,807.82 
ROGERS, CHRISTINA  $ 195.00 
ROODA, TRISHA  $ 59,999.94 
ROWE, TOLBERT  $ 70,660.06 
ROWLAND, KEITH  $ 200.00 
ROWLAND, SHERRILL  $ 200.00 
RUD, VICKIE  $ 29,810.11 
SADLER, CAROL  $ 175.00 
SALMONS, CHARLES  $ 42,007.80 
SALMONS, HANK  $ 1,760.00 
SALMONS, LEONARD  $ 16,833.71 
SARABIA, CHRISTIAN  $ 34,605.76 
SAWYER, PHILLIP  $ 153,124.53 
SCHLESSELMAN, MELISSA  $ 40,320.55 
SCHOUTEN, VIRGINIA  $ 200.00 
SCHRADER,JR., HENRY  $ 19,950.00 
SCHROEDER, JAMI  $ 195.00 
SCHROEDER, TINA  $ 175.00 
SHANNON, BRAYDEN  $ 6,231.25 
SHEPARD, NOAH  $ 36,391.30 
SHERLIN, WILLIAM  $ 33,740.04 
SHEWMAKER, GARRETT  $ 36,760.20 
SHUMAKER, DEVIN  $ 10,800.00 
SIDWELL-SMITH, KYLIE  $ 39,052.55 
SIKES, BRANDON  $ 6,877.93 
SIMMONS, TERRY  $ 42,013.00 
SIMON, KAREN  $ 180.00 
SIMONS, MADISON  $ 39,561.88 
SIMONS, MICHAEL  $ 65,660.00 
SIPE, JOYCE  $ 200.00 
SKIRBALL, SAMANTHA  $ 14,494.00 
SLAUGHTER, BRYAN  $ 27,620.00 
SLIVKOV, JEANNA  $ 36,582.82 

SMITH, ROBERT  $ 29,709.94 
SMITH, SARAH  $ 38,015.52 
SOUTHARD, DUSTIN  $ 69,542.51 
SPARKS, DANIEL  $ 41,927.80 
SPARKS, MICHELLE  $ 180.00 
STEVENSON, BRYAN  $ 40,598.74 
STEVENSON, ROBERT  $ 41,705.00 
STRATTON, SAMUEL  $ 180.00 
STRICKLAND, KATHY  $ 180.00 
STRIZHIUS, IRINA  $ 39,592.64 
SULLIVAN, ASHLEY  $ 48,594.50 
TANNER, KIMBERLY  $ 9,499.88 
TAYLOR, WILLIAM  $ 52,679.90 
TERRELL, JEFFREY  $ 180.00 
THEISEN, JAMES  $ 73,855.08 
THIERFELDER, JOANN  $ 175.00 
THIERFELDER, MELVIN  $ 42,043.00 
THOMAS, MARY  $ 195.00 
THORNTON, PATRICIA  $ 37,209.16 
TICHENOR, EMILY  $ 10,698.06 
TICHENOR, MARIANNE  $ 51,233.42 
TOWLES, KYLE  $ 50,960.00 
TOWNSEND, RICHARD  $ 62,020.00 
TRAY, DEBORAH  $ 195.00 
TROUT, WILLIAM “NEIL”  $ 58,869.98 
ULMER, KATHY  $ 85.00 
VANCE, CHARLOTTE  $ 155.00 
VASQUES, ANGELO  $ 27,162.13 
VIEBROCK, SKYLER  $ 65,600.00 
VOGELSMEIER, MATHEW  $ 31,057.50 
VOLHEIM, JOHN  $ 39,827.24 
VONHOLTEN, SHERYL  $ 32,704.68 
WALKER, BRANNON  $ 45,492.00 
WALKER, TRISTA  $ 39,923.17 
WASSAM, KAMERYN  $ 57,595.00 
WAUCHOPE, DANIEL  $ 43,269.01 
WHELAN, LORNA  $ 1,904.00 
WILLIAMS, CARLA  $ 35,582.60 
WILLIAMS, DAVID  $ 33,637.56 
WILLIAMS, FRANCES  $ 180.00 
WILLIAMS, GAGE  $ 20,488.05 
WILLIAMS, MARY  $ 1,215.00 
WILLIAMSON, SARA  $ 40,456.26 
WITTE, NANCY  $ 543.75 
WOLFE, THOMAS  $ 39,610.60 
WOOLDRIDGE, RENE  $ 13,431.43 
WOOLERY, CHRISTOPHER  $ 74,783.02 
WRIGHT, WILLIAM  $ 22,610.29 
YANAK, DAVID  $ 10,690.36 
YOUNGER-LOESING, DANIEL  $ 493.00 
ZEILER, SPENCER  $ 9,677.46   

Delinquent Taxes due as of 12/31/2023  $ 4,301,996.23

Certification

We, Beverly Dillon and Kim Lyne, the duly authorized 
agents appointed by the county commission of Pettis 
County, state of Missouri, have prepared for publication 
the financial statement as required by section 50.800, 
RSMo, hereby certify that we have diligently checked 
the records of the county and that the above and 
foregoing is a complete and correct statement of every 
item of information required in section 50.800, RSMo, 
for the year ending December 31, 2023, and especially 
have we checked every receipt from every source 
whatsoever and every disbursement or expenditure 
of every kind and to whom and for what each such 
disbursement or expenditure was made and that each 
receipt or revenue and disbursement or expenditure is 
accurately shown.

Beverly Dillon, Auditor
Kim Lyne, Treasurer

Bill Taylor, Presiding Commissioner
Jim Marcum, Western Commissioner
Israel Baeza, Eastern Commissioner

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I, Nick La Strada, have 
here unto set my hand and affixed the seal of said 
Commission, at my office in Sedalia, Missouri on this 
the 22nd day of February 2024.

Nick La Strada, County Clerk Election Authority

2023 Financial Statement of 
Pettis County — 3 Total Pages

1x-2/28, 2023
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BEETLE BAILEY

BLONDIE

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

ZITS

HI AND LOIS

DUSTIN

RHYMES WITH ORANGE

THE BRILLIANT
MIND OF EDISON LEE

PARDON MY PLANET

BY DEAN YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL

BY GREG WALKER, BRIAN WALKER AND NEAL WALKER

BY STEVE KELLEY & JEFF PARKER

BY CHRIS BROWNE

WRITTEN BY BRIAN & GREG WALKER; DRAWN BY CHANCE BROWNE

BY JOHN HAMBROCK

BY JERRY SCOTT AND JIM BORGMAN

BY HILARY PRICE

BY VIC LEE

DENNIS THE MENACE BY HANK KETCHAM

MARVIN BY TOM ARMSTRONG

BIZARRO BY DAN PIRARO

Answer to previous puzzle



By Doug Feinberg
AP Basketball Writer

Coach Dawn Staley has 
South Carolina in a fa-
miliar place with a week 
left in the regular season.

For the second straight 
year the No. 1 Game-
cocks haven’t lost a game 
heading into March — a 
feat they hadn’t ac-
complished before last 
season. Even with all five 
starters from last year’s 
Final Four run gone, the 
Gamecocks sit at 27-0 
with two games left.

They visit Arkansas on 
Thursday before hosting 
Tennessee on Sunday. 
The Gamecocks clinched 
their third consecutive 

outright Southeastern 
Conference regular-sea-
son championship and 
eighth in 11 years with 
Sunday’s win over Ken-
tucky.

“We haven’t lost a 
game and our players are 
thinking this is the way it 
is. The competition gets 
better and better as we 
approach the postseason,” 
Staley said after beating 
Kentucky. “We want to 
give our players their 
flowers but want them to 
know there’s work to do.”

Staley has been im-
pressed with her players 
and how they have rallied 
even when they have 
been down in games.

“They find a way to 

win basketball games,” 
she said. “That’s the sign 
of a really good team. I’m 
not gonna say that we’re 
not a good basketball 
team. We’re a really good 
basketball team when we 
are playing like we played 
today.”

It’s been a balanced 
effort for the Gamecocks, 
who have seven players 
averaging 8.5 points or 
more this season.

South Carolina won’t 
have to go far for the 
SEC Tournament again 
because it’s played in 
Greenville. The Game-
cocks are poised for the 
No. 1 overall seed in the 
NCAA Tournament. 
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Kansas City Chiefs head coach Andy Reid speaks during a press conference at the 
NFL football scouting combine in Indianapolis, Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2024. 

PHOTO MICHAEL CONROY | AP PHOTO

Coach Reid expresses sorrow, 
offers hope after parade shooting
By Michael Marot
Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — 
Kansas City Chiefs coach 
Andy Reid walked to the 
podium Tuesday in India-
napolis with a message that 
went beyond the football 
world.

He paid tribute to the 
woman who was killed two 
weeks ago at the city’s Super 
Bowl celebration — and 
wanted everyone to know 
that what happened in not 
representative of the city he 
calls home.

It’s the first time since the 
Feb. 14 shooting that killed 

Lisa Lopez-Galvan and left 
22 injured that anyone from 
the organization spoke pub-
licly about the incident.

“I want to share my con-
dolences for the Galvan and 
Lopez family for their loss 
of Lisa, and for the people of 
Kansas City,” Reid said as he 
opened his news conference 
at the NFL’s annual scouting 
combine. “She was a person-
ality there, and a very good 
human being, first of all. 
We’ll all miss her, as I know 
her family will.”

Two people, Dominic M. 
Miller and Lyndell Mays, 
have been charged with 
second-degree murder.

But Reid also used the 
league’s second-biggest 
offseason stage to suggest 
how tragedies such as the 
one that rocked Kansas City 
can be avoided.

“Just a positive word on 
Kansas City,” he said. “That’s 
not what Kansas City is all 
about — and for our youth 
of America, that we gather 
together and make this 
great, you’re our future and 
as great as we can make this 
place, we want to do that. 
So we can turn this, which 
was a negative, into a real 
positive. With just a little 
togetherness and love we 
can fix a lot of problems.”

United States forward Sophia Smith, front, falls while vying for the ball against, from 
back left to right, Mexico defender Rebeca Bernal, midfielder Alexia Delgado and 
defender Cristina Ferral during a CONCACAF Gold Cup women’s soccer tournament 
match, Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, in Carson, Calif.             PHOTO BY RYAN SUN | AP PHOTO

US falls to Mexico for the second time 
ever, losing 2-0 in the Women’s Gold Cup
By Anne M. Peterson 
Associated Press

CARSON, Calif. — Mexico beat the 
United States for the second time ever, 
getting goals from Lizbeth Ovalle and 
Mayra Pelayo for a 2-0 victory Monday 
night in the CONCACAF Women’s 
Gold Cup.

The U.S. entered the game 40-1-1 
against its rival, with its only previous 
loss a 2-1 decision during Women’s 
World Cup qualifying in 2010.

It was the first loss for the U.S. under 
interim coach Twila Kilgore, who took 
over after the team’s dramatic exit from 
the Women’s World Cup last summer in 
the round of 16. Emma Hayes will take 
over for Kilgore this spring.

Mexico, which failed to qualify for 

last year’s World Cup, finished atop 
Group A in the Gold Cup while the 
United States finished second. Both 
teams advanced to the knockout round.

“They went out and they were bold, 
they were brave with the dream of 
playing a good game against the United 
States,” Mexico coach Pedro Lopez 
Ramos said.

Ovalle, who plays for Tigres of Mon-
terrey, put Mexico ahead in the 28th 
minute. U.S. defender Becky Sauer-
brunn tried to defend Ovalle but kicked 
the ball right at her. Ovalle floated a 
shot over goalkeeper Alyssa Naeher and 
two U.S. defenders and into the net.

It was the first goal conceded by the 
U.S. to a CONCACAF opponent in 33 
matches.

District championship road set for Smith-Cotton basketball
By Jack Denebeim
jackd@sedaliademocrat.com

The Smith-Cotton 
basketball teams 
each enter the 
Class 6 District 

7 as lower seeds, but that’s 
not stopping the Tigers 
from looking to pull off 
some upsets. 

The girls basketball team 
enters the tournament as 
the No. 5 seed and will take 
on No. 4 seed Blue Springs 
South (11-12).

The Lady Tigers (14-12) 
have won the most games 
they have since the team 
won 15 in 2012.

Head coach Ron Rhodes 
said he is proud of the 
team’s progress so far this 
season and the team is 
keeping the energy up. 

“They’re still working 
hard and showing every-
day,” Rhodes said. “At this 
time of year, it takes cham-
pionship kids to want to 
continue [playing]. Some-

times these kids are ready 
to move on to a different 
sport at this time of year, 
and so I’m just hoping they 
can enjoy the ride as long 
as they can.” 

Rhodes said he is excited 
for the team to see some 
fresh competition on the 
road against a tough Jag-
uars team. 

“They’re a handful. 
They’ve got an all-state 
player that’s signed with 
Purdue. We’re going to 
have to slow her down to 
have a chance,” Rhodes 
said. “If we come out with 
a lot of energy, then we can 
compete.” 

The Lady Tigers will bat-
tle the Jaguars at 5:30 p.m. 
today (Wednesday) at Blue 
Springs South High School.

The boys team comes 
into the tournament as the 
No. 8 seed and will play No. 
1 seed Rock Bridge (20-5) 
at 4 p.m. Thursday at Blue 
Springs South High School. 

Senior Anastasia Bellamy shoots a basket over an Eldon defender in a game on Dec. 16.   FILE PHOTO BY BRYAN EVERSON

See WOMEN | A16

See DISTRICT | A16

See UNBEATEN | A16

South Carolina remains unbeaten

South Carolina’s Bree Hall (23) goes to the basket as Kentucky’s Saniah Tyler (2) watches 
during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Sunday, Feb. 25, 2024, in 
Lexington, Ky. South Carolina won 103-55.                        PHOTO BY JAMES CRISP | AP PHOTO
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SPORTS CALENDAR
Wednesday
ON TAP
Girls Basketball

5:30 p.m. Smith-Cotton at Blue 
Springs South

ON AIR
AUTO RACING

5:25 a.m. (Thursday)

ESPN2 — Formula 1: Practice, 
Bahrain International Circuit, Sakhir, 
Bahrain

CANADIAN HOCKEY LEAGUE
6 p.m. NHLN — Oshawa at Lon-

don

COLLEGE 
BASKETBALL (MEN’S)

5:30 p.m. CBSSN — Rhode Island 
at VCU

SECN — Missouri at Florida

6 p.m. ACCN — Louisville at Duke

BTN — Northwestern at Maryland

ESPN2 — Auburn at Tennessee

ESPNU — Furman at Western 
Carolina

FS1 — Providence at Marquette

FS2 — DePaul at Xavier

7 p.m. PAC-12N — California at 
Colorado

7:30 p.m. CBSSN — St. John’s at 
Butler

SECN — South Carolina at Texas 
A&M

8 p.m. BTN — Minnesota at Illinois

ESPN2 — Alabama at Mississippi

ESPNU — Virginia at Boston Col-
lege

FS1 — Seton Hall at Creighton

9 p.m. PAC-12N — Arizona at 
Arizona St.

10 p.m. FS1 — Oregon St. at 
Oregon

COLLEGE 
BASKETBALL (WOMEN’S)

6 p.m. PEACOCK — Michigan at 
Ohio St.

8 p.m. PEACOCK — Iowa at Min-
nesota

10 p.m. ESPNU — Portland at 
Gonzaga

COLLEGE SWIMMING & DIVING
4:30 p.m. PAC-12N — Pac-12 

Championships: 1M Diving, Federal 
Way, Wash.

GOLF
8:30 p.m. GOLF — LPGA Tour: 

The HSBC Women’s World Cham-
pionship, First Round, Sentosa Golf 
Club — Tanjong Course, Singapore

MLB BASEBALL
12 p.m. MLBN — Spring Training: 

Atlanta vs. Philadelphia, Clearwa-
ter, Fla.

NBA BASKETBALL
6:40 p.m. ESPN — New Orleans at 

Indiana

9:05 p.m. ESPN — LA Lakers at 
LA Clippers

NHL HOCKEY
7:30 p.m. TNT — St. Louis at Ed-

monton

SOCCER (MEN’S)
1:50 p.m. FS2 — The French Cup: 

Valenciennes at FC Rouen 1899, 
Quarterfinal

7:55 p.m. FS2 — CONCACAF 
Champions Cup: Moca FC at Nash-
ville SC, First Round — Leg 2

SOCCER (WOMEN’S)
12 p.m. CBSSN — UEFA Nations 

League: Spain vs. France, Promo-
tion & Relegation Matches — 2nd 
leg, Seville, Spain

TENNIS
4 a.m. TENNIS — Dubai-ATP Early 

Rounds

5 a.m. TENNIS — Dubai-ATP, 
Santiago-ATP, Acapulco-ATP, 
Austin-WTA, San Diego-WTA Early 
Rounds

4 a.m. (Thursday) TENNIS — 
Dubai-ATP Quarterfinals

5 a.m. (Thursday) TENNIS — 
Dubai-ATP Quarterfinals

The Sedalia Democrat is pleased to announce Jazlyn Smith-Freeman and Carter 
Rice as players of the week for

Sunday, Feb. 18 to Saturday, Feb. 24.

708924at

Sacred Heart senior 
Carter Rice helped the 
Gremlins win their Class 
1 District 9 championship 
game at Kingsville High
School. Rice led the team 
in scoring with 24 points 
in a 60-49 victory over 
Pilot Grove.

Smith-Cotton junior 
Jazlyn Smith-Freeman 
took third place at the 
MSHSAA state wrestling 
championships at 
Mizzou Arena. Smith-
Freeman defeated Park 
Hill junior Allison Gonier 
with a late pinfall in the 
120-pound division.5.35

12 Month CD

%
APY*

5.40
6 Month CD

%
APY*

*CD Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of February 15, 2024 and is subject to 
change. CD Interest compounded quarterly. $1,000 min to open account and obtain APY, 
penalties may apply for early withdrawals. Fees, such as penalties, may reduce earnings. 
QwickRate and National CD Rateline customers are not eligible for this offer. MEMBER FDIC, 
EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

The Bank of Otterville
A Branch of Midwest Regional Bank

Member FDIC

www.mwrbank.com • 660-366-4321
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    DELI SPECIALS! 
Sweet Lebanon Bologna 

Reg. $8.99 lb.  Sale! $7.99 lb. 
           Farmers Cheese 
 Reg. $4.69 lb.  Sale! $3.69 lb. 
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By David Brandt 
AP Baseball Writer

GLENDALE, Ariz. — 
Shohei Ohtani needed just 
three exhibition at-bats to 
show what a $700 million 
man can do for the Los 
Angeles Dodgers.

The Japanese star hit a 
two-run homer in his first 
game wearing Dodger 
blue on Tuesday, working 
a full count in the fifth 
inning before an oppo-
site-field shot off Dominic 
Leone that just cleared the 
left-field wall.

“Definitely felt good 
at the plate, felt better 
each time,” Ohtani said 
through a translator. 
“We’re trending in the 
right direction.”

Ohtani was hitless in 
his first two plate appear-
ances, striking out on 
four pitches in the first 
inning and hitting a hard 
grounder into a double 
play in the third.

The two-time Most 
Valuable Player received 
a standing ovation before 
his first at-bat at Camel-
back Ranch, where dozens 
of fans wore his No. 17 
jersey and cheered his 
every move. The Dodgers 
— already one of MLB’s 
premier franchises — 
have become even more 
popular after spending 
more than $1 billion to 
sign Ohtani and fellow 
Japanese pitcher Yoshino-
bu Yamamoto.

“Just seeing Shohei in 
the lineup makes us a lot 
better,” manager Dave 
Roberts said before the 
game. “There’s been a lot 
of anticipation, so we’re 
excited.”

Yamamoto is expected 
to make his spring train-
ing debut on Wednesday.

Ohtani’s first full swing 
on Tuesday wasn’t exactly 

one of the memories. He 
missed the ball, his hel-
met tumbled off his head 
and it took a few seconds 
to gather himself before 
returning to the batter’s 
box.

But he corrected that 
momentary awkward-
ness in a hurry, showing 
the power that’s helped 
him hit 124 homers over 
the past three seasons. 
The crowd roared when 
Ohtani connected and the 
cheers grew louder as the 
ball slowly drifted over 
the left-field wall.

“I thought I hit it a little 
too high, but maybe the 
Arizona weather factored 
in a little,” Ohtani said.

Ohtani was in the 
second spot of the lineup 
against the Chicago White 
Sox, sandwiched between 
leadoff hitter Mookie Bet-
ts and Freddie Freeman.

Roberts said all three 
stars were receptive to 
the Betts-Ohtani-Free-
man lineup construction. 
The manager added that 
having Ohtani at the 
No. 2 spot wasn’t “set in 
stone,” but it’s something 
he wants to try for a while 
during spring training.

“I feel that having 
Shohei hitting in front of 

Freddie gives Shohei a lot 
of protection,” Roberts 
said.

It was Ohtani’s first 
spring training game 
since signing a record 
$700 million, 10-year 
contract — and first since 
right elbow surgery in 
September that will keep 
the two-time MVP from 
pitching this year. He was 
the designated hitter, a 
role he’s expected to fill all 
season.

The 29-year-old is fur-
ther along in his recovery 
than Los Angeles said it 
anticipated, and the team 
hopes he will be available 
when the Dodgers and the 
San Diego Padres play a 
two-game series in Seoul, 
South Korea, on March 20 
and 21 to start the regular 
season.

“Most importantly is 
his health,” Roberts told 
reporters this week. “So 
if it lines up, great. And if 
it doesn’t, then we’ll still 
move on from there.”

NOTES: Right-hander 
Walker Buehler faced bat-
ters during his throwing 
session on Tuesday. The 
two-time All-Star missed 
the 2023 season after his 
second Tommy John sur-
gery in August 2022.

Ohtani homers in Dodgers debut

Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani runs 
the bases after hitting a home run during the fifth inning 
of a spring training baseball game against the Chicago 
White Sox in Phoenix, Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2024. Jose Ramos 
also scored.                        PHOTO BY ASHLEY LANDIS | AP PHOTO
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HooversBulkFoodStore.com Prices Good till March 5
BULK FOOD STORE, LLC

2 miles west of Versailles on 52
573 378 669970
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Deli Sale

Garden Seed
Seed Potatoes

Deli Sale

Local Homegrown

Fish Breadings
4 Exciting Flavors
Andy’s Fish Breadings

Tomatoes

10%
OFF

Lettuce, Succulants
See us for Homemade Cinnamon Rolls, Cookies & Breads
Deli, Sandwiches, Local Produce, Fresh & Frozen Fruit,
Amish Jar Goods, Candy, Spices, Sugar, Flour, Pasta, Beans.

Virginia Ham $3.99/lb. 
American Cheese $3.99/lb.

8-6 Mon - Fri, 8-5 Sat
CLOSED SUNDAY

HOROSCOPES
By Georgia Nicols

Moon Alert: Yesterday’s Moon Alert continues 
until 10:30 p.m. EST today (7:30 p.m. PST). After 
that, the Moon moves from Libra into Scorpio.

Happy Birthday for Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024:
You’re a natural performer. You’re warm and 

exciting, and you can light up any room. You’re 
also generous. This is a slower paced year. It’s OK 
to rest and rejuvenate yourself. Focus on relation-
ships that are supportive and beneficial to you. 
Find people who have your back.{/span}

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You’ll Have: 
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Dif-
ficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★ If you need to research anything or look 

for hidden answers or solutions to problems, today 
is the day to do this. You won’t give up. You’ll look 
under every rock. You’ll be like a dog with a bone. 
This is why you will get results and solve prob-
lems! Tonight: Avoid arguments.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ Discussions with someone older or more 

experienced will be important and significant 
today. You might talk to someone who is an older 
friend, or they could be someone in a group or 
an organization. Either way, it will likely be in your 
best interests to listen to their advice. Tonight: 
Patience.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ Today discussions with parents, boss-

es and anyone in a position of authority will be 
serious and much to the point. Nothing will be 
frivolous. Details will be discussed. However, you 
can count on the fact that there will be a strong 
respect for the truth and getting to the bottom of 
something. Tonight: Work.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ This is an excellent day to study, be-

cause your mind is focused and steady. You won’t 
overlook details. Your powers of concentration are 
top-notch. This is also a good day to learn rules, 
regulations and the laws about things that affect 
you. Tonight: Be understanding.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ You couldn’t pick a better day to do 

some research or have a serious discussion 
about banking issues, insurance matters, shared 
property, inheritances and such. Your mind will 
be focused on the necessary details at hand. 
Discussions will be serious and thorough. Tonight: 
Improvements.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ In talking to a partner or close friend 

today, you might find yourself discussing some-
thing sober, serious and practical. It might pertain 
to legal matters or the obligations or responsi-
bilities that you have to each other. Nothing will 
be overlooked. You’ll cover everything. Tonight: 
Persuasion.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ You’ll be productive at work today or 

with any job you do, because you have excellent 
powers of concentration and your mind is focused. 
You will stick with the job until it is done; further-
more, you won’t overlook details, and you won’t 
make mistakes. You’re in the groove! Tonight: Be 
sensible.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ This is a good day to iron out details 

related to sports contracts, rules and regulations. 
It’s also an excellent day to teach children, be-
cause your mind is focused. Furthermore, you’ll be 
patient, especially with minor details that require 
explanation. Tonight: Lighten up.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ This is an excellent day to tackle 

home repairs or have an important family dis-
cussion about practical matters that need to be 
addressed. Fortunately, everyone will have the 
patience and willingness to wade through some 
red-tape details and paperwork, because it needs 
to be done. Tonight: Solitude.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ This is a wonderful day to study or learn 

something, because you have tremendous powers 
of concentration. You’ll be able to focus on what 
you need to learn, and you won’t be put off by 
minor details. It’s also an excellent day to teach or 
explain something to someone. Tonight: Go gently.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★ If you’re dealing with banking matters or 

anything to do with cash flow and earnings today, 
you will be diligent and focused. Nothing will be 
overlooked. No detail will be too small. This is also 
a good day for practical discussions. Tonight: 
Obey rules.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ Today the Sun, Mercury and Saturn are 

lined up in your sign, which gives you tremendous 
energy and mental focus combined with a disci-
pline of mind and attention to detail. This means 
that discussions with others will be serious and 
nothing will be overlooked. Tonight: Stay steady.

BORN TODAY
Actor John Turturro (1957), race car legend 

Mario Andretti (1940), actress Rae Dawn Chong 
(1961)

By Aaron Beard 
AP Basketball Writer

Duke coach Jon Schey-
er wants the Atlantic 
Coast Conference to 
implement measures to 
prevent court-storming 
after star big man Kyle 
Filipowski was hobbled 
following a collision with 
a fan during a weekend 
loss at Wake Forest.

Scheyer said Monday 
that Filipowski was “a 
little bit sore” following 
the incident, which left 
him sporting a bag of ice 
on his knee after banging 
his right leg into the leg 
of a fan running by him 
toward midcourt.

“Absolutely we 
shouldn’t wait until next 
year, something should 
be done right now,” 
Scheyer said during the 
weekly league coaches 
teleconference, adding: 
“At the end of the day, 
players and coaches and 
officials are the only 
people that belong on a 
court.”

Scheyer — who ini-
tially misspoke Saturday 
when he said Filipowski 
hurt his ankle — said 
Monday that the pre-
season Associated 
Press All-American 
didn’t require any type 
of diagnostic internal 
imaging for his knee to 
search for a structural 
injury. Filipowski didn’t 
have a significant limp 
when he spoke to a few 
reporters after the game, 
though his status wasn’t 
immediately clear for the 
10th-ranked Blue Devils’ 
game Wednesday against 
an eight-win Louisville 
team.

Scheyer followed his 
postgame call to ban 
court-storming with a 

plea for the ACC to put 
such a policy in place 
now, even with Duke 
down to four regular-sea-
son games and only one 
on the road (at North 
Carolina State on March 
4).

The ACC requires 
member schools to have 
detailed safety proce-
dures in place for man-
aging court-stormings. 
But it historically has not 
levied fines, something 
four of the six major bas-
ketball conferences do for 
a first offense — such as 
the Southeastern Confer-
ence issuing a $100,000 
penalty on LSU after its 
fans stormed the court 
following last week’s win 
over a ranked Kentucky 
team.

The ACC has no plans 
to issue a fine to Wake 
Forest, a person with 
knowledge of the situa-
tion told The Associated 
Press on Monday. The 
person spoke to the AP 
on condition of anonym-
ity because the league 
hasn’t commented pub-
licly beyond commission-
er Jim Phillips’ statement 
Saturday night.

Still, the image of 
Filipowski having to be 
helped off the court amid 
the chaos only added to 
the discussion on the 
dangers of court-storm-
ing in a season with 
multiple run-ins, the 
highest-profile one being 
when Iowa star Caitlin 
Clark was accidentally 
knocked down by a fan 
running onto the court 
after a January upset loss.

Alabama athletic 
director Greg Byrne went 
as far as saying he thinks 
teams should have to for-
feit in scenarios like the 
Duke-Wake Forest game.

“You have two kids run 
out there, no, but when 
you have a sustained rush 
like what just happened 
the other day at Wake, 
you lose the game,” Byrne 
told reporters in Bir-
mingham on Monday. 
“That will get people to 
stop.”

Purdue coach Matt 
Painter raised concerns 
about court-storming 
security measures after 
a loss at Nebraska, less 
than two weeks before 
Clark’s collision. And on 
Sunday, after his Boiler-
makers had beaten Mich-
igan, Painter reiterated 
those concerns while 
noting that court-storm-
ing fans can simply over-
whelm security measures 
set out in pregame plans.

“But also watch the 
weather, because when 
they say it’s snowing, 
you’ve got to be ready for 
the snow,” Painter told 
the AP. “You know Duke’s 
coming to town or you 
know Kansas is coming 
to town or the (then-) 
No. 1-ranked team in the 
country, UConn, is com-
ing to town. If they get 
upset, it’s probably going 
to happen.

“Well, they probably 
should make a rule so it 
doesn’t happen, period. 
Just period.”

Painter went on to say: 
“The NCAA has got to 
step in here and show 
some leadership on this. 
Because what’s happened 
to Caitlin Clark, what 
happened to Filipowski, 
should not happen.”

It’s a position echoed 
by Kansas coach Bill 
Self, who said the 
court-storming at Wake 
Forest “was one of the 
quickest ones I’ve ever 
seen.”

“That happened so 
fast,” Self told a small 
group of reporters Mon-
day. “And if you don’t 
have the proper security 
in a situation like that, it 
would be hard to imagine 
that fans do not come 
into contact with visiting 
players, which could lead 
obviously to injuries or 
maybe legal things down 
the road. I would hope 
they could totally do 
away with them.”

To Self ’s point, Schey-
er pointed to the risk of 
confrontation, noting 
that Jared McCain had 
a fan run onto the court 
and stop right in front of 
the freshman as McCain 
tried to exit the court 
Saturday.

“It would be wrong of 
me not to speak up for 
all the student-athletes 
that can be put in this 
position,” Scheyer said. 
“And something needs to 
change now before some-
thing serious happens. 
Go back and look at Jared 
McCain, and the position 
he was in when that game 
ended. Where the kid 
could’ve punched him 
in the face, he could’ve 
punched the kid for his 
own safety.

“When you get a stu-
dent or a fan that close to 
you, face to face, 2 sec-
onds after the game ends 
— we’ll regret that as 
college athletics, college 
basketball, if we don’t 
do something to prevent 
that from happening in 
the future.”

___
AP Basketball Writer 

Dave Skretta in Lawrence, 
Kansas, and AP Sports 
Writers Larry Lage in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, and 
John Zenor in Alabama 
contributed to this report.

Duke coach wants action 
after court-storming incident

Fans storm the court as they celebrate with Wake Forest players after Wake Forest defeated Duke in an NCAA 
college basketball game in Winston-Salem, N.C., Saturday, Feb. 24, 2024.            PHOTO BY CHUCK BURTON | AP PHOTO

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — 
Ole Anderson, a profes-
sional wrestler whose 
tough, no-nonsense style 
led him to become a 
founding member of the 
famed collective known 
as The Four Horsemen, 
has died, the WWE said. 
He was 81.

Anderson’s death was 
disclosed Monday by the 
wrestling organization’s 
website, which described 
Anderson’s approach in 
the ring as hard-nosed 
and his demeanor as 
gruff.

Anderson gained that 
reputation early in his 
career as a tag-team 
champ, paired with part-
ners billed as relatives, 
including Arn Anderson. 

They gained notoriety as 
the tag team known as 
The Minnesota Wreck-
ing Crew, the WWE said.

The pair later teamed 
up in the 1980s with 
Ric Flair and Tully 
Blanchard to form The 
Four Horsemen, led 
by manager J.J. Dillon 
in the NWA wrestling 
organization. They bat-
tled some of wrestling’s 
biggest names, including 
Dusty Rhodes, the Road 
Warriors, Magnum T.A. 
and Sting, who later 
became a member of the 
foursome.

“The group set a 
standard of style, atti-
tude and success that has 
inspired every stable that 
followed,” the WWE said 

about The Four Horse-
men.

Anderson was born 
Alan Robert Rogowski 
and he served in the U.S. 

Army, according to an 
obituary posted on the 
website of Carter Fu-
neral Home in Winder, 
Georgia.

Four Horsemen wrestler dies
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Morgan County Seeds LLC 
18761 Kelsay Road, Barnett, MO 65011  

Ph # 573-378-2655
Directions: From Versailles take Hwy 52 east to Hwy C, east to Kelsay Road,  

1.3 miles north on Kelsay Road
www.morgancountyseeds.com
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IN STOCK NOW......
Kennebec, Dakota Pearl, Red Pontiac, 
Red Norlan, Red Lasota, Yukon 
Gold, All Blue Seed Potatoes 
Candy, Texas Super Sweet, Red Candy 
Apple, Walla Walla, Super Star, 
Patterson, Granex Yellow
Sweet Onion Plants
Red, Yellow, & White Onion Sets
Bareroot Strawberry Plants

Monday- Friday
7:30 am to 5:00 pm

We carry a full line 
of Metal roofing, 
fasteners & trims. 

We also offer 
complete building 

packages.  
Give us a call or 
stop by today!

Delivery 
Available!

660-547-0223 www.goldenruleco.biz
19894 McDaniel Rd 

Warsaw, MO

Serving 
Central 

Missouri 

YOUR SOURCE FOR BUILDING SUPPLIES

Textured Metal
Lifetime Metal  
40 Year Metal 

Liner Panel 

C A L L  F O R 
C U R R E N T 

M E TA L 
P R I C I N G !Check Out the 

Color Visualizer 
on our website 

under the 
Buildings tab!
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Winter Hours:
Monday - Friday 

8:30 am - 4:30 pm
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Hot Air Balloon & Kite 
Festival Coloring Contest! 

Ages 3-6: Hot Air Balloon T-Shirt & Gift Certificate to Twisted Tango
Ages 7-9: Hot Air Balloon T-Shirt & Gift Certificate to Power Up Arcade
Ages 10-13: Hot Air Balloon T-Shirt & Gift Certificate to El Tapatio

Ages 
3-13
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Winners will have pictures posted on the Sedalia Democrat website at the end of the contest. 
Color a page provided by the Sedalia Chamber of Commerce and submit it for a chance to 
win! Contact the Sedalia Chamber of Commerce for more information! 660-826-2222

By Pat Graham 
Associated Press

DENVER — It’s almost 
hard to picture a postsea-
son without both LeBron 
James and Stephen Curry.

And yet it very well 
could happen. They’re 
both on the bubble.

That’s just the strength 
of the Western Conference 
this season. As it current-
ly stands, James and his 
ninth-place Los Angeles 
Lakers would host Curry 
and the 10th-place Golden 
State Warriors in the play-
in tournament, with the 
loser being eliminated and 
the winner still needing 
to win another to actually 
make the postseason field.

From top to nearly 
bottom, the West has been 
a grind this season. Con-
sider this: Kawhi Leon-
ard and the Los Angeles 
Clippers reside in fourth 
and 2 1/2-games out of the 
No. 1 seed. They’re also 
a four-game slide away 
from falling into play-in 

territory.
Uncertainty reigns in 

a conference where the 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
and youthful Oklahoma 
City Thunder sit atop the 
standings with matching 
40-17 marks.

The next several weeks 
are going to be a mad dash 
for seeding — and playoff 
survival.

“The depth of the West 
and the amount of teams 
that are legit threats is 
as deep as it’s ever been,” 
said Phoenix coach Frank 
Vogel, whose team has an 
identical record (34-24) 
as New Orleans, both a 
half-game away from the 
play-in line.

A quick refresher 
course on the format for 
the play-in tournament 
that takes place April 
16-19: The seventh and 
eighth seeds will play in 
each conference and the 
winning team will earn the 
seventh seed into the NBA 
playoffs. The eighth seed 
still has a safety net and 

will face the winner of the 
ninth and 10th seeds to 
see who gets in.

Last season, Miami lost 
its first game in the play-in 
bracket, then beat Chica-
go to advance. The Heat 
made it all the way to the 
NBA Finals before losing 
to Denver in five games. 
The Lakers, too, were in 
the play-in tournament, 
winning their matchup, 
before going on a run all 
the way to the Western 
Conference finals.

Right now, Sacramento 
sits in the seventh spot and 
would host Luka Doncic 
and the Dallas Mavericks. 
The loser would draw 
either the Lakers or the 
Warriors, with either 
James or Curry being 
knocked out — or both.

That’s still down the 
road, though.

The playoff picture in 
the West remains way too 
blurry, unlike the Eastern 
Conference where Boston 
leads by 7 1/2 games over 
Cleveland. Miami, which 

resides in sixth position, is 
13 games back.

“The Western Con-
ference has just been a 
bear for as long as I can 
remember, and this year 
is no exception,” Thunder 
coach Mark Daigneault 
said. “Great teams up and 
down. Very, very potent 
and capable teams on any 
given night.”

The path to the crown, 
of course, goes through 
Nikola Jokic and the 
reigning champion Denver 
Nuggets after they won 
their first NBA title in 
franchise history. Jokic 
is putting up MVP-wor-
thy numbers once again, 
averaging 26.1 points, 12.3 
rebounds and 9.3 assists.

But with Jamal Murray 
and Kentavious Cald-
well-Pope dealing with 
nagging injuries this 
season, Nuggets coach Mi-
chael Malone has stated he 
will prioritize health over 
chasing a particular seed.

“I’m much more con-
cerned with getting all of 
our players to the finish 
line healthy,” said Malone, 
whose team is currently 

third. “Knowing that if we 
are healthy going into the 
postseason, I have the ut-
most confidence this team 
can go into any building in 
the entire NBA and win a 
series.”

This season may be 
dawn of a new era for the 
Warriors, who captured 
four titles behind the nu-
cleus of Curry, Draymond 
Green and Klay Thomp-
son. Now each in their 30s, 
the trio is getting some 
younger help in the form 
of Brandin Podziemski 
and Jonathan Kuminga.

“I look forward to com-
ing to the gym every day 
and seeing all these guys,” 
said Golden State coach 
Steve Kerr, who recently 
signed on for another two 
years. “We have a fun mix 
of vets who are Hall of 
Famers, champions, and 
then these young guys 
who are learning and 
growing. It feels like the 
chemistry and the connec-
tion within the group is re-
ally, really strong. It makes 
for a fun team to coach.”

Clippers coach Tyronn 
Lue deserves his share of 

kudos for reshaping the 
team into a contender 
after the arrival of James 
Harden as part of a trade 
involving Philadelphia. 
Initially, the the Clippers 
stumbled with Harden on 
the court. They’ve found 
their groove, going 23-5 in 
December and January.

In Dallas, Doncic and 
Kyrie Irving are in synch, 
winning seven of nine in 
February.

The Timberwolves 
are looking to finish the 
regular season No. 1 out 
West for the first time 
since 2003-04, when Kevin 
Garnett led them to the 
conference finals before 
losing to the Lakers.

Most important to them 
is consistency.

“It will all fall into 
place,” Minnesota guard 
Mike Conley said, “if we 
do the right things.”

___
AP Sports Writers Dave 

Campbell, Janie McCauley 
and Kristie Rieken, along 
with freelance writer Craig 
Meyer, contributed to this 
report.

NBA’s Western Conference playoff race heating up

Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry, right, moves the ball while defended by Denver 
Nuggets forward Aaron Gordon during the second half of an NBA basketball game Sunday, 
Feb. 25, 2024, in San Francisco.                             PHOTO BY GODOFREDO A. VÁSQUEZ | AP PHOTO
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“Get It All.”
In the

Classifieds

CLAYTONS HEARTFELT IN
home health care is a local
private in-home health care
company striving everyday to
keep your loved ones at
home. We are now accepting
new clients. We provide day
to day care, 24-hour care and
end of life care. Now accept-
ing Medicade/private insur-
ance & private pay.
Please call today. Tiffany
660-233-2213, or 417-309-1174.

Child/Elderly Care-Services
SERVICES

PAINTING

HOUSE
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior | 660-827-1211
FREE ESTIMATES

Max Frisby

631923cb

Professional
Service Directory

70
98
08
ch

Call us at
660-826-1000

to Place 
Your Ad Today!

ROOFING

Since 1997
Free Estimates

Since 1997
Free Estimates

(No Sunday calls please) 68
14
06
ch

THE NICEST, all one level, 2-3
bedroom 2 bath Twin homes
with garages in the area. West-
side location, near medical,
shopping & College. Fully ap-
pointed kitchens, with all appli-
ances, including washers/dry-
ers, security systems, walk out
back patios and garages with
auto garage door openers. Call
660-619-0384
See us on Face book at
Ensign Properties.

1 BEDROOM FURNISHED Apt:
Free water, heat, TV service and
trash pick-up. $550 per month.
Call 660-317-3207

Apartments

Notice to
Bidders

Bids for Upgrade
Electrical and Rest-
rooms, Grandstands,
P r o j e c t  N o .
F2304-01 will be re-
ceived by FMDC,
State of MO, UNTIL
1:30 PM, 3/14/2024.

OPEN MARCH 1ST, 2024, 1712 W
9th, Sedalia. Office space, 5
private office rooms, 2 rest-
rooms, kitchen space, 9 parking
spaces, 1200 square feet. Could
be Doctors office, Beauty parlor,
Insurance office, etc. price is
negotiable, call, 660-281-9664.

Legal Notice

Office/Commercial Rentals
REAL ESTATE RENTALS

IRON WAGON WHEELS, several
to choose from. $75.00 each.
(can deliver) 660-473-3059.

IMAGE TREADMILL 5 preset
programs and manual power
incline. heartrate monitor, folds
to save space. $75.00. Phone
660-827-2636.

Contact Classifieds at 660-826-1000
or classifieds@sedaliademocrat.com

See how good it feels to rehome 
the stuff you’re not using, and 

generate extra cash in the process!
 Cars • Furniture • Electronics 

Appliances • Tools • And more!

PLACE YOUR 
AD TODAY!

Democrat
Sedalia

Multi-family
Garage sale:

2424 Killion Dr.
Sedalia

Friday 8-5,
Sat and Sun 8-1

Baby/toddler clothes & bedding,
youth bed with changing ta-
ble/blanket chest, other furni-
ture, various bikes, lots of toys
and glassware, Christmas orna-
ments and nicnacs, various
gardening tools, fans , wicker
and much more!

FOR SALE: ADULT walker with a
seat. New. Never used. Only
$190.00 firm. Call 660-553-0086. If
no answer, leave a message.

GERMAN SHEPARD PUPPY for
sale
9 month old AKC German puppy.
Very active, loving, good with
kids and housebroke. Has had
all shots
$300 OBO
660-238-7757

DEWALT DRYWALL SCREW GUN
Model #DW257, 6.2 amps, ad-
justable nose piece, steel gears,
variable speed. 2500 RPM. New
$80.00. 660-287-7648

Miscellaneous

Community
Teachers

Association
Garage Sale

Smithton R-VI
School!

505 S Myrtle
Smithton
Saturday

March 2nd
from 8-3

A variety of treasures! Home
decor, furniture, clothes-all
types and sizes, toys, and so
much more. Half-price after
2-3pm! Sale located INDOOR in
the multipurpose room.

Pettis County
YARD SALES

GE ELECTRIC STOVE for Sale
30" Black & White
Glass cook top with Self Clean
Looks like photo attached
Works great
Good Condition & Clean
Asking $200 OBO
816-878-8021 Call or text

Appliances
MERCHANDISE

PLEASE READ YOUR ad carefully
for accuracy. The classified
advertising staff makes every
effort to print your ad correctly.
However, if an error is made in
your ad, it must be reported
immediately. We will only be
responsible for errors the first
time your ad runs. Call Mon.-Fri.,
8:00am-5:00pm 660-826-1000; fax
to 660-826-2413.

LAKE OF THE OZARKS
Spring Special Lots starting at
$4,995 - $125 down $69 per
month. Build, camp, or own for
investment also acreage tracts.
Beautiful wooded area, free lake
access and boat ramps, lots are
a short distance from the lake,
no credit checks, owner financ-
ing, and immediate possession.
Missouri conservation boat
ramp with a covered dock and
rest rooms close by. Prices good
through March 19th, 2024.
Hwy 135 between Stover and
Sunrise Beach, MO. Take lake
road 135-12 to the Ivy Bend Land
Office.
Closed Tuesdays & Wednesdays
Call anytime 573-372-6493

FOR SALE:
AKC REGISTERED GERMAN SHEP-
HERD PUPPIES. $300.00 and up
660-287-5562.

Acreages & Lots-SalesNotices
REAL ESTATE SALESPets & SuppliesANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
The Pettis County Commission
is requesting sealed bids on the
following items necessary for
the operation of the County for
the term of March 1, 2024, to
February 28, 2025. Bid specifi-
cations are on file at the County
Clerk's Office at the Pettis
County Courthouse Annex 215
East 5th St, Sedalia, MO, until
the time of opening at 10:00
A.M. on Thursday, March 13,
2024. All sealed bids must be
marked on the outside with the
item(s) or service(s) being bid
for and MUST include a digital
copy. If all bids in a category
are accepted, each bidder will
be contacted for a current price
as needed. You must submit a
bid to be placed on the
approval list. Bids will not be
considered "let" until a warrant
has been issued. The Commis-
sion reserves the right to reject
any or all bids.
·  General office and build-
ing supplies, consumable paper
products and cleaning supplies.
Complete list on website or call
Clerk's office.
·  Sheriff's Office service &
repair on fleet vehicles includ-
ing Ford Crown Vic. Patrol car,
2017 Dodge Ram, GMC Trans-
port Van, Galv, 25 Chev Tahoe
SUV, Ford F-150, 2011 Dodge
Ram 1500 Pick-Up, 7 Dodge
Chargers, 3 Ford Explorers and
assorted support vehicles in-
cluding former military vehicles.
·  Harley Davidson Police
Motorcycles with associated
equipment, include leasing op-
tion.
·  Regular unleaded gaso-
line/diesel fuel for all Sheriff's
vehicles. Available statewide,
24 hours a day/7days a week.
·  Specification 2. Provide
and install speed rated, all
weather automotive tires (Rat-
ed at 140MPH+) sized P235/55
RI 7, 265x60Rl 7, 225x60Rl6,
Black walled police pursuit type

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Reasbeck Construction Inc
(RCI) is seeking bids from
certified MBE / WBE or SDVE
firms for construction projects
at the University of Central
Missouri (UCM) and Whiteman
AFB. Please contact us to get
added to our directory at (660)
429-0100 or mreasbeck
@rcicon.com.
13x-2/14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21,
22, 23, 24, 27, 28, 29, 3/1,
2024

·  Specification 17. Law
Enforcement equipment, includ-
ing but not limited to class A
uniform shirts, class A uniform
pants, BDU style patrol uniform
pants, nylon and leather duty
gear, flashlights, chemical mu-
nitions, batons, and other as-
sorted less lethal and law
enforcement equipment such
as firearms, training and duty
ammunition and accessories.
1.  Class B Shirt, 13fifty
blk/gray (blk/gold) LS/SS
2.  Class B Pant 5.11 Apex
Pant
3.  Class B Duty Belt 5.11
Sierra Bravo Duty Belt 2"
4.  Class B Handcuff Case
Bianchi Accumold 8034 Open
top cuff case
5.  Class B Magazine Case
Zero9 Duty Style double Mag
pouch 9/40
6.  Class B OC/Pepper Spray
Zero9 OC/Pepper Spray can
case
7.  Class B Radio Holster
Zero9 Portable Radio Case
Motorola APX Series
8.  Class B Baton Case
Bianchi Accumold Elite Ex-
pandable Baton Holder
9.  Hand Cuffs Smith &
Wesson Model 100 Nicle Finish
Peerless Model 700C Nickel
Finish
10. Baton ASP Talon Infinity
Baton (Black Chrome) Button
60mm
11. Weapons Light Stream light
TLR-1 HL
12. Flashlight (both) Stream-
light Stinger D/S HL w/ 120v
AC and 12v DC charger Stream
light Strion LED HL w/ 120v AC
and 12v DC charger
13. Flashlight Holder Stream-
light Model 88053 (Stinger);
Streamlight Model 88051 (Stri-
on)
14. Rain Gear Visguard S578V
15. Rain Gear Liner Visguard
Softshell Liner S318Z
16. Duty Bag 1st Tactical
Guardian Patrol Bag 41L
17. Class A Campaign Hat
Stratton Campaign Style Felt
Hat F40 (double brim); Hat
protector; Hat Cord (Gold)
18. Class A Shirt 5.11 Class A
Twill PDU long sleeve
19. Class A Pant 5.11 Class A
Taclite PDU pant
20. Class A Coat Blauer B-Dry
3 season jacket
21. Class A Duty Belt Safari-
land 4-row stitch safarilaminate
duty belt LP133 (plain w/gold
buckle) Class A Belt Keepers
Safariland Safarilaminate two
snap belt keepers (Plain w/hid-
den snap)
22. Class A Handcuff pouch
Bianchi Accumold Elite Single
Cuff Case (Plain)
23. Class A Magazine Pouch
Bianchi Accumold Elite Double
Mag Pouch (Plain)
3x-2/28, 3/1, 6, 2024

tires Including mounting, bal-
ancing, disposal costs, rotation
costs and repair costs for the
said tires.
·  Specification 3. Provide
service for the Sheriff's Office
vehicles including oil changes,
replacement of oil filter with
each oil change, check and fill
all fluids, inspection of tires,
brake pads and rotors, along
with all necessary lubrication,
including door locks, replace-
ment of air, fuel and other filters
as needed. Bids should include
a provision for priority service
for Sheriff's Office vehicles and
resetting the Message indica-
tors in the vehicles. The
Chevrolet Tahoe require 6
quarts of Dexos Oil.
·  Specification 4. Brake
Service /Provide Heavy Duty
brake parts for high-speed use.
A. Front Brakes including
turning of rotors
B. Rear B rakes including
turning of drums or rotors
C. Front brake rotor turning
only
D. Rear Brake rotor turning
only.
E.  Replace front pads only
F.  Replace rear pads only
·  Specification 5. Transmis-
sion fluid and filter service
·  Specification 6. Radia-
tor/cooling system flush and fill
·  Specification 7. Vehicle
engines tune up V-8 and V-6
·  Specification 8. Air Condi-
tioning service
·  Specification 9. Major
Repairs% over actual cost for
parts, Flat labor rate
·  Specification 10. Minor
repairs (replace head lights
Windshield wipers etc) % over
actual cost for parts Flat labor
rate.
·  Specification 11. Front
end alignment
·  Specification 12. Body
and Fender Repair-Other body
shop work % over actual cost of
parts Flat labor rate per hour
·  Specification 13. Battery
service and replacement with
vehicle appropriate battery at
least 750 CCA
·  Specification 14. 4 Wheel
Alignment
·  Specifications 16. Wreck-
er of the month. Inclusion on
the wrecker of the month list as
requested by the Sheriff's Of-
fice will require that all Sheriff's
Office owned vehicles will be
towed free of charge during a
particular month that the wreck-
er service serves as wrecker of
the month. This does not apply
to vehicle seized by the Pettis
County Sheriff's Office. Proof of
Commercial General Liability
with minimum liability coverage
of $300,000.00 per occurrence,
to include Workman Compen-
sation and Employee Liability
coverage is required for bid
consideration and acceptance.

For specific project
information and or-
dering plans, go to:
http://oa.mo.gov/faci
lities
10x-2/15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22,
23, 24, 27, 28, 2024

Legal Notice Legal Notice Legal Notice
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They will have the 
first two games at home 
and then most likely will 
travel to Albany, New 
York, for the regional, 
meaning they won’t have 
to leave the Eastern time 
zone. The other region-
al is out in Portland, 
Oregon.

While the Gamecocks 
have wrapped up the 
SEC already, there are 
a bunch of other big 
games this week.
REGULAR-SEASON 
HOME FINALE?

Sunday’s matchup 
against No. 2 Ohio State 
could be sixth-ranked 
Iowa star Caitlin Clark’s 
final regular-season 
game at home. The 
NCAA’s all-time scoring 
leader has a year of eli-
gibility left if she wants 

it. She hasn’t announced 
whether she’ll come back 
for a fifth year or enter 
the WNBA draft, where 
she is the presumed No. 
1 pick.

Clark potentially will 
have two more games 
at home in the first two 
rounds of the NCAA 
Tournament becuse the 
top 16 teams host those 
games.
BIG 12 TITLE

No. 3 Texas visits 
20th-ranked Oklahoma 
on Wednesday with first 
place in the Big 12 Con-
ference on the line. The 
Sooners have a one-game 
lead over the Longhorns. 
Oklahoma won the first 
meeting by four points 
last month. If Texas wins 
and the two teams end 
up tied in the standings 
— they each have one 
game left after Wednes-
day — they’d share the 
regular-season crown.

District
From Page A11

Unbeaten
From Page A11

Women
From Page A11

“I think it just shows 
how far the game is com-
ing and there’s no easy 
games anymore. And 
if we don’t take care of 
business and we don’t 
execute, this is to be 
expected,” Kilgore said. 
“We’ll step up and take 
ownership in that and I 
think anytime you have 
a group that is willing to 
take ownership in things 
like this, it’s a good 
thing for the future of 
the tournament. Every-
thing’s still on the table 
and we’ll be motivated, 
that’s for sure.”

Sauerbrunn took full 
responsibility for the 
goal, both on the field 
and in the locker room 
afterward.

“As a veteran, you 
know, you have some 
rough days at the office 
and tonight is definitely 
a rough day,” she said. 
“But luckily, you’ll have 
another day at the office 
and it’s just what you 
make out of it.

Mexico nearly scored 
again in first-half stop-
page time but Karla Ni-
eto’s shot from distance 
hit the crossbar.

Kiana Palacios had 
a good chance to give 
Mexico a cushion but 
her shot hit defender 
Abby Dahlkemper and 
bounded away.

By that time, Mexico 
could feel its momen-
tum.

Pelayo scored from 
distance in stoppage 
time and Mexico’s play-
ers celebrated wildly on 
the field.

“If we lose in the 
quarterfinals, then the 
beautiful win of today is 
useless,” Lopez Ramos 
said through a translator. 
“I hope that this is not 

an isolated moment.”
The United States saw 

success from its teenag-
ers in the first two games 
of the tournament. Ol-
ivia Moultrie, 18, scored 
twice in a 5-0 victory 
over the Dominican Re-
public and Jaedyn Shaw, 
19, scored a pair in a 4-0 
victory over Argentina.

But Mexico played 
surprisingly tough and 
the United States could 
not rebound after con-
ceding that first goal.

“I would say 2010, in 
that game, playing in 
Cancun, that stadium, 
I think we were all a 
little bit surprised by 
that result of qualifying 
for the World Cup,” said 
Sauerbrunn, who played 
in that loss 14 years ago. 
“I would say tonight 
that we never take any 
opponent for granted. I 
think they had a game 
plan and they executed it 
better than than what we 
had for our game plan. 
So that’s all on us.”

This is the first-ev-
er Women’s Gold Cup, 
created to give women’s 
teams in the CONCA-
CAF region more com-
petitive matches. Twelve 
teams played group-
stage matches across 
three cities: Carson, San 
Diego and Houston.

Argentina beat the 
Dominican Republic 3-0 
earlier Monday in Group 
A.

The teams will be 
re-seeded following the 
group stage, so Mexico 
and the United States 
will have to wait to learn 
their opponents in the 
quarterfinals.

“The fact that every-
one in that locker room 
can say they played a 
part in it is a big deal,” 
Diana Ordonez said 
afterward. “We’re just re-
ally proud but we know 
that we still have work 
to do.”

The Tigers lost to Rock 
Bridge in the district tour-
nament last season and 
lost 68-44 on Feb. 2. 

Head coach Ben Lyles 
said he hopes the Tigers 
can come out and make a 
statement against the No. 
1 seed.

“That’s kind of the bar, 
right? When I took this 
job two years ago and 
rebuilding this program, 
you know, Rock Bridge 
is one of those teams that 
has set the bar,” Lyles said. 
“That’s what’s exciting 
about it. It’s an opportu-
nity to measure ourselves 

against the bar because 
that’s where we want to get 
to as a program.” 

Even though the Tigers 
are 7-19 on the season, the 
team has won four of its 
last seven games. 

Lyles said he feels like 
the team is playing its best 
basketball at a time when 
it matters most.

“I would say we are the 
most balanced we’ve been 
all season,” Lyles said. “I 
think just post- Christmas 
break getting everyone 
back in the fold and build-
ing chemistry, we’ve been 
able to play some really 
good basketball down the 
stretch.” 

In other area basketball 
news, one of the winnin-
gest seasons in Northwest 
girls basketball history 

came to an end as the 
team lost to Skyline 50-43 
in the sectional round of 
the Class 2 state tourna-
ment Monday night. 

Senior Karli Smith led 
the Mustangs in scoring 
with 17 points followed 
by senior Grace Walker 
with 11. 

Northwest finishes the 
season with a 25-4 record. 
Skyline advances to play 
North Platte High School 
at 6 p.m. Friday. 

The Tipton girls bas-
ketball team won their 
sectional matchup against 
Fayette High School 62-32 
Monday night. 

The Cardinals didn’t 
look back after taking 
an early 11-0 follow-
ing a sophomore Clara 
Williams layup on a fast 

break. Williams had 17 
points on the night, but 
junior teammate Charlee 
Bailey led the team with 
20 points. Sophomore Ava 
Schlotzhauer added 19 
points as well. 

The Cardinals (26-3) 
will take on Clopton High 
School (22-6) at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday at Clopton High 
School. 

The Tipton boys 
basketball team played 
defending state champion 
Salisbury Tuesday night. 

The Sacred Heart boys 
basketball team played 
Bunceton with Prairie 
Home in the Class 1 
sectional round Tuesday at 
Bunceton High School.

Coaches, please send 
results to jackd@sedaliade-
mocrat.com.

Junior Malaki Reed dribbles past a defender in a game against Hillcrest on Dec. 16.   FILE PHOTO BY BRYAN EVERSON

By Stephen Whyno
AP Hockey Writer

Minnesota’s Marcus 
Foligno took a hit, delivered 
one of his own to Chicago’s 
Jarred Tinordi, and the 
two big guys dropped the 
gloves. Outdoors in front 
of 82,000 people in the 
Meadowlands, it took even 
less for Matt Rempe and 
Matt Martin to spice up the 
Rangers-Islanders show-
down with a fight.

When Morgan Rielly 
cross-checked Ridly Greig 
for firing a slap shot into an 
empty net? Some pushing 
and shoving. Nothing 
more.

“How there wasn’t a 
brawl there, I don’t know 
how everyone didn’t start 
fighting,” wondered Todd 
Simpson, a 50-year-old 
retired player who piled up 
more than 1,300 penal-
ty minutes in 580 NHL 
games. “That should’ve 
been a big fight.”

All of these situations 
were over the past month 
alone, riveting reminders 
that fighting is alive and 
well in the NHL even if it is 
diminished in many ways. 
It has been 20 years since 
Simpson and his Ottawa 
teammates got into a fight 
fest at Philadelphia, a game 
that still holds the NHL 
record with an astounding 
419 penalty minutes. Of 40 
players who suited up, 23 
got at least two minutes of 
penalty time. Many got far 
more.

Those kinds of massive 
clashes are long gone, 
faded like the cheap shots 
and blood in “Slap Shot.” 
Like the beloved movie, 
however, fighting is warmly 
remembered, even desired, 
by many fans of the game 
and cheering on the brawls 
remains common. Those 
fans need not worry: Even 
in the NHL, which has 
fewer and fewer spots for 
goons these days, fighting is 
rare but certainly not gone, 

with a fight coming roughly 
every four or five games 
across the league.

Many see a permanent 
place for it in a sport that 
values standing up for 
teammates, even as they 
have watched some of the 
biggest fighters left shells 
of themselves by repeated 
blows to the head.

“It doesn’t happen often, 
but you still have to have it,” 
said Vancouver Canucks 
coach Rick Tocchet, whose 
237 career fights rank 21st 
all-time. “When I played, 
you could really use as 
intimidation. You can still 
use it a little bit today but 
not as much. The staged 
fighting and all that stuff, 
that doesn’t work anymore. 
But there is a time and 
place for it.”
FIGHTING 
ON THE WANE

The NHL does not 
publicly list penalties by 
type, including fighting and 
other major infractions. 
According to Hockey-
Fights.com, there have 
been 219 fights this season 
through Monday with 63 
more projected before the 
playoffs begin for a total 
of 282, which would be a 
sharp drop from the 789 
in 2003-04. That is a 200% 

decrease over 20 years and 
significantly down from 
645 as recently as 2010-11.

Rule changes are part of 
the reason. The institution 
of the salary cap in 2005 
made it more difficult for a 
team to pay a player whose 
skills were limited to throw-
ing punches and protecting 
stars. In 2013, it became il-
legal to take a helmet off to 
fight and mandatory visors 
were grandfathered in.

“It’s obviously evolved a 
lot where guys like myself 
back in the day no longer 
exist — one-dimensional 
fighters no longer exist,” 
said Riley Cote, who fought 
50 times in 156 games with 
Philadelphia from 2007-10 
and countless other times 
in the minor leagues. “It’s 
been a natural progression. 
... I’m not sure at the NHL 
level they’ll ever fully phase 
it out, but they’re doing a 
pretty good job of trying.”

No one expects a fight-
ing ban, like the ejection 
and suspension policies 
that exist in college and 
internationally. NHL Com-
missioner Gary Bettman 
has said the fighting helps 
keep tensions from boiling 
over.

“Fighting, in the sponta-
neous sense, tends to act as 

a bit of a thermostat when 
things happen in the course 
of the game,” Bettman said 
in 2013. Discussing a fight 
between Jarome Iginla and 
Vincent Lecavalier, Bett-
man said, “I’d rather them 
be punching each other 
than swinging sticks at each 
other.”
WILL FIGHTING 
SURVIVE?

A 2011 survey by the 
NHL Players’ Association 
and CBC found that 98% 
of players at that time didn’t 
support the total elimi-
nation of fighting. A vast 
majority of those players 
are now out of the league, 
replaced by a generation 
that has made hockey faster 
and more skilled than ever 
— but still willing to drop 
the gloves on occasion and 
wanting that option.

“It always needs to be 
in the game,” said St. Louis 
Blues captain Brayden 
Schenn, who has fought 
twice this season but never 
more than four times a year 
as a professional. “You need 
guys to police it themselves, 
and if you’re going to run 
around and make a big hit, 
you’ve got to know that 
sometimes you’re going to 
have to deal with the conse-
quences.”

Hockey fights down 
but not going anywhere

Philadelphia Flyers’ Nicolas Deslauriers (44) and New York Rangers’ Matt Rempe 
(73) fight during the first period of an NHL hockey game, Saturday, Feb. 24, 2024, in 
Philadelphia.                     			              PHOTO BY DERIK HAMILTON | AP PHOTO
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