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Cold and snow hit Sedalia,

but crews clear quickly

=

N

Traves Williams snowblows the sidewalk along Second Street on Monday, Jan. 26. City crews began at 5 a.m. in their snow

removal efforts.

By Chris Howell

chris.howell@sedaliademocrat.com
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raves Williams and Carl Mc-

Callum were up early Mon-

day, Jan. 26, working for the

City of Sedalia clearing snow

from downtown sidewalks.

“Five o’clock,” Williams said. “We’re

removing the snow from the sidewalks
and salting them. When we start, we
don’t see anybody. We have about 12
sidewalks that the city owns, some
properties, so we maintain those; put
salt down and remove the snow.”
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Hoskins takes
action on trailer
park near Whiteman
Air Force Base

By Democrat Staff

Across Sedalia, MoDOT plows had al-
ready cleared the major arteries of U.S.
Highway 65 and U.S. Highway S0 by
the time the sun came up, and City of
Sedalia crews were plowing the snow on
downtown streets into long windrows in
the middle of the streets before scoop-
ing it up, loading it in dump trucks and
hauling it off.

Over the radio, crews joked about
how it felt like Summer outside, though
temperatures were hovering around 0

degrees.

See SNOW, Page 5A

Carl McCallum said layers upon layers of clothing were necessary to work
for long in the 0 degree weather on Monday, Jan. 26.
PHOTO BY CHRIS HOWELL | DEMOCRAT

Income tax cut plan could

al

By Rudi Keller
Missouri Independent

The latest version of a
proposal meant to imple-
ment the governor’s in-
come tax cut could also
trigger a first for Missouri:
sales taxes on gasoline and
diesel, a result the bill’s
sponsor says was acciden-
tal.

Under the terms of the
proposed constitutional
amendment sponsored by
House Speaker Jon Pat-
terson, sales tax could be
imposed “on transactions
involving any goods and
services” and the revenue
would be exempt from the
prohibition on using mon-
ey generated from a tax on

ow tax on gas, diese

fuel sales for state needs
other than highways.

Missouri has earmarked
money from taxes on mo-
tor fuels for highways
since 1928.

That is not the intent,
Patterson said in an inter-
view with The Indepen-
dent on Thursday, the day
after he filed a revised
version of the proposal
that fixes earlier errors
and expands on limita-
tions intended to prevent
a windfall of new revenue
for state and local govern-
ments.

“There is absolutely zero
intention on my part to see
any increase in the motor
fuel tax,” Patterson said.

An amendment to his
bill will be prepared to
make that explicit, Patter-
son said. The reference
to how taxes on motor fu-
els are used is intended to
prevent a new sales tax on
fuel, Patterson said, not to
divert money from high-
ways.

A trailer park bordering Whiteman Air
Force Base is facing state cancellation
after its owners failed to meet Missouri’s
basic business requirements.

Missouri Secretary of State Denny
Hoskins’ office issued an administrative
cancellation against Property Solutions
3603 LP, which owns a trailer park on
the north side of the base, on Thursday,
Jan. 22.

According to Hoskins’ office, the lim-
ited partnership has failed to register
an agent in Missouri, as required by
state law.

A routine check of the property discov-
ered the registered agent information on
file was inaccurate.

Hoskins’ office issued a 60 day notice
to correct the issue on Nov. 13.

The registered agent had last been up-
dated by the entity in 2020, with it being
listed as an agency out of Harrisonville.

Online records indicate Property
Solutions 3603 LP’s general partner is
3695GA31068 CORP, with a listed mail-
ing address of Blaine, Washington.

“Operating a compliant business in
Missouri is not hard,” Missouri Secre-
tary of State Denny Hoskins said in
a statement. “The rules are clear, the
process is straightforward, and millions
of businesses successfully meet these
requirements every year. When an entity
fails to do so—especially after notice
and ample opportunity to correct the
issue—Maissouri law requires action.”

Hoskins’ release states administrative
cancellations are routine and occur reg-
ularly when entities fail to meet basic
statutory obligations.

“This action is about compliance with
Missouri law—nothing more and noth-
ing less,” Hoskins added. “If an entity
wants the benefits of doing business in
Missouri, it must also accept the respon-
sibilities. That principle applies equally
to every business, regardless of size,
ownership, or location.”

Hoskins’ administrative action letter
sent to limited partner property’s gener-
al partner on Jan. 21 states the entity can
request to be reinstated by providing the
appropriate documentation of a Missouri
based registered agent to his office.

Snow, frigid temperatures move

Cattle brave the weather along Main Street in Sedalia on Saturday, Jan. 24.

through Sedalia
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Thomas Patrick Gibbs

Thomas Patrick
Gibbs, 79, of Over-
land Park, Kansas,
passed away on Janu-
ary 16, 2026.
He was the
beloved hus-
band of Di-
ana Gibbs,
with whom
he shared SO
wonderful
years of mar-
riage.

Born in
Sedalia, Mis-
souri, Tom was the
son of George and
Kathleen Gibbs.
He graduated from
Smith Cotton High
School and the Uni-
versity of Central
Missouri with a de-
gree in business and
spent his career in
sales with Avery La-
bel Company before
going on to own his
own business, Diver-
sified Label Compa-
ny.

Tom was a proud
member of the Sons
of the American Rev-
olution and the Nich-
olas Gibbs Histori-
cal Society. Known
for his kindness and
generosity, he was a
loyal friend who was
always the first to
step in when some-
one needed help. A
true “MacGyver”
at heart, Tom could
cobble just about
anything together
and make it work—
even if it wasn’t a
perfect fix.

He was a devot-
ed fan of all things
Mizzou and rarely
missed a football or
basketball game. His
favorite team was the
undefeated 1994 Mis-
souri basketball team
led by Melvin Book-
er. Tom also loved
sitting outside on the
deck—at home or at
the lake house—Ilis-
tening to the Roy-

Check out our
E-Editions
to find what

als games. Nothing
brought him more joy
than his grandchil-
dren; he was always
the first to
ask about
their games
and activities
and attended
everything
he possibly
could.

Tom had a
deep fasci-
nation with
family his-
tory and especially
enjoyed visiting the
Nicholas Gibbs Log
Cabin in Corryton,
Tennessee. His fam-
ily’s Civil War roots
were a constant
source of interest
and pride.

Stubborn in the
best way, Tom fought
cancer with determi-
nation and strength
until the very end.
He never gave up—
his body simply gave
out.

He is survived
by his wife, Diana
Gibbs; his son, Pat-
rick Gibbs (Jennifer),
his daughter, Anna
Seher; his grand-
children, Brynn and
Colin Gibbs, and Aus-
tin, Evan, Colby, and
Taylor Seher; his son,
Theron Twenter and
his brother Terry
Gibbs. He was pre-
ceded in death by his
parents, George and
Kathleen Gibbs.

A funeral service
will be held on Janu-
ary 28, 2026, at Pen-
well-Gabel Funeral
Home, 14275 S. Black
Bob Road, Olathe,
Kansas, 66062, with
interment at Pleas-
ant Valley Cemetery.
Visitation will begin
at 1:00 p.m., followed
by the service at 2:00
p.m. A reception will
be held at the home
of Patrick Gibbs fol-
lowing the service.
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From Birdseed to Bloom — We’ve Got You Covered!

4 Bird Feeding Supplies §
Black Oil Sunflowers — $23/bag

Sunflower Chips ¢ Niger Seed
Feeders for Birds & Squirrels

Garden Essentials
Potting Soil, Fertilizers & Seed Starters
6% Off During December!
50% Off 2025 Garden Seed!

Open Mon-Sat 8-5
3 miles north of Windsor on WW Hwy, then 3 mile left on 1100 Rd

Medlcare Annual Enrollment
Period is right around the
corner! Please contact us to

get scheduled to discuss your
plan options for 2026!

Specializing in Medicare Products
and Health Insurance

NOAH KELLY
Owner/Agent

119 N Maple St., Cole Camp, MO 65325
(660) 668-3995

We do not offer every plan available in your area. We represent 5 organizations which
offer 35 products in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans

Dr. Michael Grant
Rocco (Duncan), born
December 30, 1960, in
Sedalia, Missouri, to
Barbara Duncan and
Michael Lee, passed
away on January 19,
2026, in Sacramento,
California.

Grant earned a B.A.
in Social Work from

Beverly Sue Sim-
mons, 73, of Otterville,
passed away Thursday,
January 22, 2026, at her
home, surrounded by
her family.

She was born March
6, 1952, in Boonville,
the daughter of George
Mack and Mildred Sue
(McNeal) Oswald. She
was formerly married
to Jerry Simmons, and
together they had two
children.

Bev was a 1970 grad-
uate of Otterville High
School. As a child, she
was involved in Theta
Rho. Bev was deeply
community-minded and
known as a take-charge
person who stepped in
when there was a need
and believed in doing
things the right way.
She helped organize
entertainment for the
Otterville Street Fair
and took pride in bring-
ing baton twirling to
the fair, leading and
teaching young girls in
the community.

Family was always at

Janet L. Gant, 82, of
Otterville, Missouri,
passed away Saturday,
January 24, 2026, at
Primrose Assisted Liv-
ing in Sedalia, Missouri.

She was born March 2,
1943, in Job, Kentucky,
the daughter of Ershel
and Martha (Mills) Bow-
en. On March 3, 1962,
in Kansas City, Missou-
ri, she married Charles
Gary Gant. They shared
SS years together before
his passing on Decem-
ber 3, 2017.

Janet grew up in Ken-
tucky and spent her
early married life mov-
ing to different places
with the military. After
settling in Otterville,
she made a career in
banking, working first at

Anna Lee Holloway,
86 of Sedalia Missouri
passed away January
20th at home.

She is survived by

Michael Grant Rocco

the University
of Missouri, an
M.S.W. from
San Francisco
State Universi-
ty, and a doc-

spent his final
years in pri-
vate psycho-
therapy prac-
tice helping
people heal,

torate in social grow, and

work from the navigate life’s

University of hardest mo-

Southern Cal- ments.

ifornia. He A lifelong
Beverly Sue Simmons

the center of her life.
Aunt Bessie, as she was
affectionately known,
enjoyed supporting her
nieces and nephews by
attending their
ball games. She
found enjoy-
ment in listen-
ing to live mu-
sic, especially
her brother’s
band. Bev con-
sistently put
others before
herself and,
over the years,
opened her home to
many who needed a
place to stay. She was
a member of First Bap-
tist Church of Otter-
ville.

Bev worked for many
years as a manufactur-
ing supervisor, includ-
ing positions at Fasco
and Delta.

One of her proudest
accomplishments was
helping bring her cous-
in, Harold Lee Dick,
home. He was Kkilled
in action during World
War II and had been

missing since 1944. In
2020, Bev was instru-
mental in coordinating
his repatriation and or-
ganizing a meaningful
homecoming.
Survivors
include a son,
Jerry Mack
Simmons
(Jackie) of
Bunceton; a
daughter, Lau-
ra Sue Moore
(Richard) of
Sedalia; her
mother, Mil-
dred Sue Oswald of Ot-
terville; three grand-
children, Madisyn
Horn (Codey), Jordyn
Simmons, and Kannon
Simmons (Kaylee);
three great-grandchil-
dren, Morgan, Blair,
and Kayson; three
brothers, Jimmy Os-
wald of Otterville,
Paul Oswald (Ruth) of
Otterville, and Frank
Oswald (Terri) of Flor-
ence; a brother-in-law,
Roger Stuedle; numer-
ous nieces, nephews,
and cousins; and her

Janet L. Gant

First State Savings and
Loan, then at Mercantile
Bank and First Commu-
nity Bank, from where
she retired as a
loan officer and
vice president.
She was a
member  of
Mt. Olive Bap-
tist Church in
Florence and
had also been a
member of the
Eastern Star.
Janet cared
deeply about her com-
munity and served two
terms as mayor of Otter-
ville, as well as time on
the local school board.
Janet enjoyed cooking
and baking, crocheting,
line dancing, and spend-
ing time entertaining
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others. In recent years,
she especially enjoyed
hosting block parties
for her neighbors. She
was a loyal fan
of the Kansas
City Chiefs and
the Kentucky
Wildcats.

She is sur-
vived by two
sons, Brian
Gant (Christi-
na) of Smithton
and Bradley
Gant (Nicole) of
Roach; three grandchil-
dren; four great-grand-
children; a brother,
Larry James; a sister,
Loretha Muncy; several
nieces and nephews; and
her recent companion,
Bob Bentzin.

In addition to her hus-

4
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Anna Lee Holloway

her Son Greg Corpier of
Sedalia, her Daughter
Kimberly Fuelling of
Clinton, four grandchil-
dren, Hunter Fuelling,

Make your tax refunds stretch further
by shopping at The Bargain Shed!!
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660- 441 7438 < 10340 US Hwy. 50 - Knob Noster

=
®

\\7/—_\\

o ,
DESIGN

SmartFlex

573- 378 6898

MART]N‘ S GOODS

wo & GIFTS

Indigo Fuelling, and
Jo Fuelling all of Clin-
ton; and Roy Corpier of
Sedalia. She was pre-
ceded in death by one
son Joey Corpier, her
parents Roy Gehlken
and Edith Hoehns- Ge-
hlken, plus one grand-
son Joshua Corpier.
She enjoyed spending
time with her grand-
children and making
floral arrangements

Mizzou college foot-
ball fan, although they
frequently disappoint-
ed him, Grant is sur-
vived by his husband
of 29 years, Matthew
Rocco; his daughters,
Sharon and Monica;
and his soon to be son
in law, Tariq Nichel-
son.

beloved dog, Max, and
cat, Tucci.

She was preceded in
death by her father,
George Mack Oswald,
and a sister, Virginia
“Pook” Stuedle.

The family will re-
ceive friends from
12:00 to 1:15 p.m.
Wednesday, January
28, 2026, at Heckart
Funeral Home, where
funeral services will
begin at 1:30 p.m. Buri-
al will follow in Olive
Branch Cemetery near
Syracuse.

Casket bearers will
be Kannon Simmons,
Jacob Schoen, Matt
Oswald, Tyler Oswald,
Paul M. Oswald, Frank-
lin Oswald, P.J. Phil-
lips, and Jimmy Mac
Oswald. The remain-
ing nieces, nephews,
and grandchildren
will serve as honorary
bearers.

Memorials are sug-
gested to Olive Branch
Church and Cemetery,
in care of Heckart Fu-
neral Home.

band and parents, she
was preceded in death
by a grandson, two
brothers, and two sis-
ters.

The family will re-
ceive friends beginning
at 11:00 a.m. Saturday,
January 31, 2026, at
Heckart Funeral Home
in Sedalia, Missouri,
where funeral services
will be held at 12:00 p.m.

Private burial will be
in the Missouri State
Veterans Cemetery in
Higginsville.

Memorial contribu-
tions are suggested to
the Missouri Veterans
Home in Warrensburg,
in care of Heckart Fu-
neral Home, P.O. Box
434, Sedalia, Missouri
65302.

and artificial decorative
trees which she did for
many years working at
Kim Originals, she fin-
ished her work career
and retired from Ty-
son Foods. No formal
services will be held at
her request. Cremation
arrangements are in the
care of H.T. May and
Son funeral homes. A
celebration of life will
be held at a future time.

CORRECTION
On page A9 of the Friday, Jan. 23 edition
of the Sedalia Democrat, an image of a house
was published in attachment to a La Monte
narcotics warrant. The location of the search
warrant was at a neighboring residence. The
Democrat apologizes for the error.

Those Were The Daye

2nd largest antique mall in Mlssourz ' -

Antique, Vintage, Shabby Chic &
Usables Finds for Your Home & Garden
Furniture, Décor, & Housewares all in one place

Monday- Friday 8-5 pm Sat 8-Noon 14382 Hwy E Versailles: Hwy C o Hwy E, after curve,

we do offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-MEDICARE, or your local e .
Y mile first place on the left, watch for sign.

State Health Insurance Program (SHIP) to get information on all of your options.

138 West Pine, Warrensburg, MO « (660) 747-8742
twtdcontact@gmail.com

. , , - PUBLISHER EDITOR CIRCULATION NEWSROOM: 660-826-1000 OBITUARIES: 660-826-1000
SEJ')AHA‘DEMOCF‘AT PUbI'SéhebSSIlrj.e?qo? rirt]g .Z”day' Jamila Khalil Joe Andrews Nikki Monsees ADVERTISING: 660-826-1000 CLASSIFIED ADS: 660-826-1000
(USPS 488-400) ubscripti ! 660-826-1000 ext. 660-826-1000 660-826-1000 SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES: 660-827-4400

Telephone: 660-826-1000 $198.82/year, plus tax. 1503 ext. 1482 ext. 1500 www.sedaliademocrat.com
Enti tent ight 2022 i i o , o Lo 111 W, Fourth St., Sedalia, MO, 65301 © Periodical postage paid
e 223512 lsjsr)r?gcr:rgt, Pnies ar? S“?Je“ t? ch;nge jamila.khalil@ joe.andrews@ nikki.monsees@ at Sedan;ﬁﬂro . PogTiﬂ'ZgTER; Send add,S;fc;f:ngpefégseeﬂaa"ia
a Carpenter Media Group publication. dtany time, no retunds. sedaliademocrat.com  warrensburgstariounal.com  sedaliademocrat.com Democrat, 111 W. Fourth St., Sedalia, MO, 63301




Sedalia Democrat

NEWS

Tuesday, January 27,2026 | 3A

FUNERALLIST

WEEKLY REPORT

Dennis Lowell Barnes

11 a.m Wednesday, Jan. 28, at St. John’s
Lutheran Church near Cole Camp.
Arrangements are under the direction of Fox

Funeral Home.
Beverly Sue Simmons

1:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 28, at Heckart Funer-
al Home in Sedalia. Arrangements are under the
direction of Heckart Funeral Home.

Thomas Patrick Gibbs

2 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 28, at Penwell-Gabel
Funeral Home in Olathe, Kansas. Arrangements
are under the direction of Penwell-Gabel Funer-

al Home.

JanetL. Gant

Noon Saturday, Jan. 31, at Heckart Funeral
Home in Sedalia. Arrangements are under the
direction of Heckart Funeral Home.

POLICE REPORTS

Sedalia Police
Department

Arrests
Jan. 21

12:27 a.m.: Gavin
Clayton Mercer, 20,
was arrested after a
traffic stop on a vehi-
cle displaying an ex-
pired temporary reg-
istration near South
Wagner and East 12th
street. The driver
was intoxicated and
was issued a uniform
traffic ticket for DWI.

Jan. 23

7:44 p.m.: Edy Lopez,
22, was arrested after a
traffic stop near North
Missouri Avenue and
West Pettis Street. The
driver had revoked
driving status and was
released from the po-
lice department with a
municipal citation for
driving while revoked.

Jan. 25

12:41 a.m.: Christo-
pher Jonathan Wright,
37, was arrested af-
ter a traffic stop near
South New York Ave-
nue and East Broad-
way Boulevard on a
vehicle not displaying

a front registration
plate. The driver was
intoxicated and as he
was being arrested he
pulled away and fled
on foot resulting in a
short foot pursuit. He
was transported to the
Pettis County Jail for a
24-hour hold pending a
charge of DWI - prior
offender.

4:14 a.m.: Bridget
Marie Pardee, 42, was
arrested after offi-
cers responded to St
Patrick's church, 415
East Fourth Street for
a subject trespassing
on the property. She
was transported to the
Pettis County Jail and
placed on a 24-hour
hold pending a charge
of first-degree tres-
pass.

S5:50 a.m.: Gavin Clay-
ton Mercer, 20, was ar-
rested after an officer
was dispatched to a
traffic crash near South
Limit Avenue and West
Third Street. The driv-
er was intoxicated and
was transported to the
police department and
issued a uniform traffic

ticket.
Compiled by Chris Howell

The Commission attends 2026 World Cup Committee meeting

During the week of
Jan. 19 through Jan. 23,
the Pettis County Com-
mission completed the
following:

Monday, Jan. 19: The
courthouse was closed
in observance of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day.

Eastern Commis-
sioner Israel Baeza at-
tended the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day
service held by Burns
Chapel Free Will Baptist
Church.

Tuesday, Jan. 20: The
Commission met with
Road and Bridge Super-
intendent James Hill
regarding planning for
asphalt roads in 2026.

Professional Land Sur-
veyor Cody Darr visited
the Commission to dis-
cuss land records.

Citizen Harv Ebers
visited the Commission.

The Commission
reviewed Ordinance
01-2026-1893 which
authorizes a property
tax credit pursuant to
Senate Bill 3 and RSMo
137.10SS to provide prop-
erty tax relief on citi-
zens’ primary residence.

Shannon Howe, Paul
Winkelmann, and Beth
Moots from Howe Engi-
neering visited the Com-
mission to discuss the
outer road project and
progress on the South
Grand Avenue Road
bridge project.

Wednesday, Jan 21:
The Commission attend-
ed the 2026 World Cup
Committee meeting.

The Commission met
with Pioneer Trails Re-
gional Planning Com-
mission Executive Di-
rector Chris Hess and
Pioneer Trails Regional
Planning Commission

Transportation Adviso-
ry Council Member Ron
Toellner.

Baeza met with Road
and Bridge Administra-
tive Assistant KeLyn
Carpenter to discuss
Ssnow operations prepa-
rations.

Thursday, Jan. 22: The
Commission approved a
contract between Pettis
County and Otis Eleva-
tor Company for eleva-
tor phone services.

Presiding Commis-
sioner Bill Taylor attend-
ed the Missouri Associ-
ation of Counties board
meeting.

The Commission met
with Engineering Sur-
veys and Services Seda-
lia Branch Manager and
Project Manager Kelly
Lohsandt, Engineering
Surveys and Services
Vice President of Engi-
neering Ben Ross, and

Engineering Surveys
and Services Lead Proj-
ect Engineer Auston
Bevins to discuss the
outer road project. Pres-
ent was, GIS and Grants
Director James Theisen

The Commission met
with 911 Communica-
tions Director Dannelle
Lauder to discuss emer-
gency communications.

Western Commis-
sioner Mark Edwards
attended a Region F vir-
tual meeting pertaining
to Missouri House Bill
2761.

The Commission met
with Sedalia Senior
Center Board Member
and Pettis County Sil-
ver Hair Representative
Rene Vance to hear are-
quest for consideration
for a senior service fund
as outlined under RSMo
67.990.

DEMOCRAT SALUTES
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Immanuel United Church of Christ recently donated $495 to Open Door. The money was raised fromAImmanueI's

Christmas Offering. Pictured are Rayvin Welch, Open Door Service Center Case Manager, Julie Bales, Immanuel

Vice-President and Autumn Benedict, Open Door Pantry Case Manager.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PHILLIP GERLT
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ALLIN A DAY’S WORDS

The poet and the nurse

I sit here looking at
my laptop, trying to
compose a column,
but the words are
difficult to place. And
yet again, another
American citizen in
Minnesota has been
gunned down and
killed by ICE.

On Jan. 7, we tried
to wrap our heads
around the shooting
and Kkilling of Renee
Good, 37, a moth-
er and poet, by ICE
agents in Minneap-
olis. The videos of
the altercation and
deadly force showed
something different
to the public masses
than what America
was told. The same
seems to apply to
the Saturday, Jan. 24
shooting and killing
of Alex Pretti, 37, an
ICU nurse at a VA
hospital, who was shot
around 10 times as he
lay face down on the
street, also in Minne-
apolis.

As we’ve all heard
in news accounts,
Pretti had a license
to carry and did have
his weapon with him
at the time (which
was not wise), but it
wasn’t drawn. He was
filming ICE with his
phone when things
went sideways. A
woman next to him
was pushed down, he
tried to help, and they
were pepper-sprayed
by agents, and he was
thrown to the ground.
Some photos show an
agent possibly holding
up Pretti’s gun and
then another agent
shooting Pretti multi-
ple times in the back
while he was lying in
the street.

Again, we’re being
told Pretti is a “do-
mestic terrorist” who
came to the ICE raid
to “massacre” agents.
But once again, that’s
not what we’re seeing
in the videos taken
there.

I’m neither a Re-
publican nor a Demo-
crat — I believe both
parties have major
problems. So, please
don’t take me down
that road by expound-
ing on my political
beliefs. Although I do
believe these shoot-
ings were wrong and
unfounded, I do be-
lieve we are being fed
wrong information.
All of this culmi-
nates in making the
American people feel
unsafe, not only phys-
ically but in what our
government spins to
save their own faces.

As I sit here feeling
somewhat depressed
about the state of our

Faith Bemiss -
McKinney

Contributing Columnist

country and the injus-
tice of it all, I wonder
what we would do if
this were happening
in Sedalia? I believe
we would also protest,
well, maybe some of
us, while others may
drink the sweet Kool-
Aid, believing the ad-
ministration does no
wrong.

These two people
are not just names
in the news; they
were American cit-
izens. Citizens who
had family/children,
jobs, pets, who were
creative, who were
healing, they are us.
Any one of us could
have something like
this happen if things
don’t change. Unfor-
tunately, an AP news
account stated Pret-
ti’s parents, who live
in Wisconsin, didn’t
know of his death
until news sources
contacted them. As
they began calling
different agencies,
none answered their
questions until they
called the coroner.
What a way to find out
your son was shot by
government agents
while lying face down
on a street.

How do we, as a
nation, rectify these
shootings and the pos-
sible additional ones
that could happen in
the future? Someone
needs to be held ac-
countable.

When asked by the
“Wall Street Journal”
about the Pretti shoot-
ing, even President
Trump was at a loss
for words and failed
to state if the agent
acted appropriately.
He did say the admin-
istration was review-
ing the incident. I
should hope so.

We all know chang-
es must be implement-
ed, and American
citizens must never
be shot unjustly. Ten-
sions are high. And
rightly so. And may
we all remember the
poet and the nurse—

people like us.
Faith Bemiss-McKinney
can be reached at faith.
bemiss@sedaliademocrat.
com.
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LETTERS TO THE
EDITOR POLICY

The Sedalia Democrat welcomes letters from its
readers on topics of general public interest.Persons
with questions concerning Letters to the Editor
may contact the Democrat at 660-826-1000 during
regular business hours. Please note the following
guidelines for letters and their submission:

e All letters to be considered for publication must
include the name and address of the writer and a
daytime telephone number where the writer may be
reached during normal business hours.

e All letters must be signed. The name and
hometown of the writer will be published.

e | etters must be 250 words or less.

e | etters may be mailed to:

Letters to the editor, Sedalia Democrat, 111
W. Fourth St., Sedalia, Mo., 65301 or emailed to
news@sedaliademocrat.com.
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Blackwater Township named for the Blackwater River

When Pettis County was es-
tablished in 1833, it was divided
into five townships.

Blackwater Township lies
at the northwest corner of the
county.

The township was bounded
on the west by Johnson County,
on the south by Elk Fork and
Mt. Sterling Townships, on the
east by Bowling Green Town-
ship, and on the north by Saline
County.

The Blackwater River ran
east-northeasterly direction
through Johnson, Pettis, and
Saline Counties toward the
Lamine River, which drains into
the Missouri River. A heavy
growth of timber bordered each
side of the river.

According to Mark McGrud-
er’s 1919 History of Pettis
County, the township was
named for the Blackwater Riv-
er.

Other large streams in the
township included Elk Fork
Creek, Beaver Dam Creek,
Wolf Creek, as well as several
smaller streams. These water-
ways were also bordered by
large stands of timber.

Buffalo, elk and deer were
plentiful. They grazed on the
rich growth of grass that the
early settlers found there.

The land in the western and
central part of the township
was high rolling prairie.

The earliest inhabitants were
Native Americans. McGrud-
er does not identify a specif-
ic tribe. Their graves were
marked. Early American set-
tlers dug up some of the graves.

They found bones, as well
as things such as stone arrow-
heads and other items buried
with the individuals. (Today
suspected Native American
burials must be reported to the
State Historic Preservation Of-
fice in Jefferson City or to the
county coroner. It is against the
law to disturb a Native Ameri-
can grave.)

The Spanish, who came seek-
ing gold, were early explorers.

Rhonda Chalfant

Contributing Columnist

They did not find gold, but their
mining efforts left several pits
that concealed iron ore that at-
tracted electricity.

Lightning strikes were fre-
quent in the area, often killing
stock standing near the pits.

The surveyor’s compass re-
fused to work when near the
pits.

Some of the early American
settlers included Isaiah Prig-
more, who came from Ken-
tucky in 1929, and Peter Fisher,
who came from Kentucky in
1832. Fisher later moved to
Texas.

Benjamin Snelling moved to
Blackwater Township in 1833.

Samuel Fisher came in 1834
from Kentucky.

According to the 1882 History
of Pettis County, the first poll-
ing place in Blackwater Town-
ship was at Samuel Fisher’s
house.

McGruder identifies other
early inhabitants as George
Miller, who came in 1836 from
Cooper County and later moved
to southwest Missouri.

John Loper and Hiram Tay-
lor, came from Illinois to Black-
water Township in 1837.

James Scott came from Coo-
per County in 1838.

Elijah Roberts came from
Cooper County in 1840 and later
moved to Texas.

John Rice came from Coo-
per County in 1840. McGruder
notes he was active in township

CONTRIBUTING COLUMN

affairs for many years.

David Ramsey came to Black-
water Township in 1840 from
near Georgetown.

B.F. Prigmore, the son of
Isaiah Prigmore, was the first
child born in the township; he
was born in 1838.

Unfortunately, McGruder
does not mention Mrs. Prig-
more or identify her by name.

The early settlers found the
soil fertile. Any crops then
grown in Missouri did well
there.

The early settlers raised hors-
es, cattle, hogs, sheep and goats.
An early private school was
taught by Mr. Jones. The stu-
dents had to pay a “subscrip-

tion” or fee to attend.

The first preaching in the
township was held at Isaiah
Prigmore’s house. The Rever-
end Duke Young, a member of
the Christian or Disciples of
Christ denomination first estab-
lished by Alexander Campbell,
came from near Tebo to serve
as minister.

The first church was orga-
nized by Martellus Embry, an
“0ld Iron Side Baptist.” The
church was organized at James
Roberts’ House. Embry also
helped organize the Hardshell
Baptist church in ElIk Fork
Township.

John Rice organized a Meth-
odist Episcopal Church. Circuit
riding ministers held worship
services at his house.

County Line Baptist Church
was organized in 1844 in the
southwestern part of the town-
ship.

The early American settlers
in Blackwater Township were
busy establishing a community
in what was once a wilderness.

Next week’s column will
complete the study of the ear-
ly townships in Pettis County
with an examination of Bowling

Green Township.

Rhonda Chalfant is active in the
Sedalia/Pettis County chapter of NAACP
and the Pettis County Historical Society.

I write this for every man
who, like me, has a closet full
of clothes with no pockets.

I doubt that I am in the mi-
nority when I say I like pock-
ets on my clothes, and I will
pass up shirts in my closet
that do not have them. It is the
same with pants, I don’t like
leisure wear that has no back
pockets because I have things
to carry, whether I am work-
ing or at leisure.

This pocket thing is not new
to me; my love for pockets
probably started when I was a
young boy, wearing bib over-
alls with pockets everywhere.
The old bib overalls had nine
pockets altogether, with three
on the bib to hold pens and
pencils, a pocket watch, and a
wallet or tobacco if you were
a man who smoked or chewed.
Boys like me would load the
pockets of bib overalls with
things that would make any
mother cringe at the thought
of washing the overalls.

I have told my wife, who
sometimes buys my clothes,
how I feel about pockets, but
pocketless clothes still find
their way into my closet. I also
hear objections to my pocket
policy when she complains
that I am wearing certain
shirts too often, just because

~ .
Jack Miller

Contributing Columnist

they have a pocket.

I know that those who agree
with me on pockets will main-
ly be men, because women do
not feel the need for pockets
as much as men do; women
have those huge handbags to
carry their belongings. As 1
said, this pocket thing is not a
new thing for me, and when I
moved on from bib overalls as
a teenager, I still wanted lots
of pockets.

My favorite pants as a boy
were cargo pants that could
be bought from the Army and
Navy Surplus Store here in
Sedalia at that time. As I re-
call, my uncle Bill bought me
the pants. The pants had the
standard four pockets in the
normal locations, but they also

had extra pockets down both
legs; the pants would carry ev-
erything a growing boy need-
ed to get through the day. My
mother was not crazy about
the pants, however, and would
even delay washing them
when I wore them too much.

I found the same problem
with pockets when I joined
the Navy. The 13-button pants
that were part of the dress
uniform in those days had no
back pockets, and only small
pockets behind the front flap.
Sailors usually put their open
wallets paper-clip style over
the flap or in their jumper
pocket for that reason. The
problem with the jumper pock-
et was that there was no secu-
rity, and I remember gangs of
kids overseas, who were adept
pickpockets, knew just how to
hit that pocket so the wallet
would pop out. I don’t worry
too much about pickpockets
in Sedalia, so if I don’t have
a back pocket in my pants, I
want that shirt pocket for my
wallet. I have often wondered
if the companies that make
shirts really believe they save
that much money by eliminat-
ing that little piece of cloth

that makes the pocket.
Jack Miller is alongtime Sedalia
resident and former radio news
reporter.
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“It’s very cold today,” Wil-
liams said. “But we have a
system, I’ll hit it with the
snow blower, he hits it with
the regular blower, and
then we’ll both salt and then
jump back in and go to the

next one. We’re not spending

too much time; he can stay
warm, then I’ll rotate to get
warm.”

Pouring fresh gas in their
snowblowers, Williams and
McCallum head down Sec-
ond Street, clearing snow
from the sidewalks and
parking lot under the Scott
Joplin mural.

“You have to work in in-
crements,” McCallum said.
“You get out, do your shov-
eling, and then you get back
in, a little heat, you get out,
you do your salting, and
then move on to the next
location. Lots of layers, lots
of layers, have a good hat,
gloves, and work in incre-
ments.”

On Pettis County roads,
crews had already put in 24
hours of snow removal.

“Very proud of our team,”
Eastern Commissioner Is-
rael Baeza said. “Our crews
put in long hours all this
weekend to keep our roads
as safe and passable as
possible. These guys must
get out before the roads are
cleaned off, so I’'m thankful
for their sacrifice and will-
ingness to show up.”

County officials coordinat-
ed closely with the Sedalia
Pettis County Emergency
Management Agency to

GAS
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A city-owned frontloader dumps snow scooped off South Ohio Avenue into a dump truck for removal on Monday, Jan. 26.
PHOTO BY CHRIS HOWELL | DEMOCRAT

track the weekend storm
and best coordinate the
road-clearing efforts.

“We did learn that the
snow was not going to have
a lot of precipitation, so we
made the call to wait till
Sunday, and I think it paid
off,” Baeza said. “We were
able to get a lot done be-
tween yesterday and today.
We did primary roads first,
and eventually we’ll start
focusing on our secondary
roads as well.”

The dispatchers are sys-
tematic about which county
roads they send snowplows
to first.

“We always try to focus
on our primary emergency

routes, school routes and our
biggest thing is that people
can have access to some of
our main highways,” Baeza
said. “I want to encourage
people to go on the county
website or the county Face-
book. We did launch for the
first time ever a public inter-
face where they can get es-
sentially live updates of the
snow removal or snow opera-
tions for Pettis County.”
Beaza noted Pettis is the
first county in the Midwest
to implement the technol-
ogy, which can be found at
https://citizeninsights.geotab.
com/#/pettiscounty_snow.

Chris Howell can be reached at 660-
530-0146

Osage Avenue was temporarily divided by deep windrows of
snow before plows could remove the traffic hazard.
PHOTO BY CHRIS HOWELL | DEMOCRAT

“The purpose of that whole
paragraph is to say, ‘no, the
motor fuel tax is not part of
this,”” Patterson said.

Gov. Mike Kehoe, in a brief
interview, declined to com-
ment on imposing sales tax
on fuel. He said he had not
read Patterson’s proposal.

Missourians, who would
have to vote on Patterson’s
proposal, don’t want to pay
more for gasoline, said Sen-
ate Minority Leader Doug
Beck, a Democrat from Aff-
ton, at his weekly news con-
ference.

“They’re going to be upset,”
Beck said. “I think they’re
going to be upset because
there’s a lot of this.”

Kehoe and Republicans
who control the General As-
sembly have made eliminat-
ing the state income tax on
individuals their top prior-
ity for the year. Patterson’s
proposal, which is expected
to receive a public hearing
next week, does not specify
a sales tax rate to replace the
income tax.

Missouri currently charges
4.225% on taxable goods oth-
er than food from groceries
and vending machines. Of
that, 3% is for general rev-
enue, generating about one-
fifth of the $13.4 billion in
general revenue collected in
the most recent fiscal year.

Local sales tax can dou-
ble or almost triple the basic
state rate.

The version filed Wednes-

day is Patterson’s second
attempt. A constitutional
amendment he filed last week
had a drafting error that mis-
stated which article contains
the limit on the use of high-
way funds.

Patterson’s new proposal
asks voters to grant lawmak-
ers broad authority to ex-
pand sales tax to currently
untaxed goods and services.
Services such as accounting
fees for tax preparation or
car repairs are not currently
taxed, and goods currently
exempt include prescription
drugs and home utilities.

In his State of the State
Address, Kehoe said he wants
to target “monthly subscrip-
tions and digital services like
online advertising, e-books
and AI platforms that fall
outside our current sales tax
base.”

Lawmakers are also autho-
rized by Patterson’s proposed
amendment to set revenue
triggers that would reduce,
and then eliminate, the indi-
vidual income tax as early as
Jan. 1, 2031.0ther provisions
would:

¢ Exempt the tax legisla-
tion implementing the pro-
posal from revenue lids that
require tax increases to be
submitted to voters.

¢ Require local govern-
ments to adjust local tax
rates downward to offset any
increase in revenue from the
broader sales tax base.

¢ Reduce the constitution-

ally imposed sales taxes
for conservation and state
parks and soil conservation,
0.225% total, to make reve-
nue from the new tax base
equal the average of recent
years.

e Keep in place income
taxes on corporations and
other businesses, as well as
allow income taxes on es-
tates and trusts.

The exact list of things to
be taxed, and the rate needed
to replace current revenue,
will be decided later, if vot-
ers approve his amendment,
Patterson said.

“The people and their elect-
ed representatives will come
together and decide, No.1, if
they even want to do this, and
if they do how they’re going
to do it,” Patterson said. “But
it’ll be the people and their
elected representatives doing
it together.”

Asking voters to trust Re-
publican leaders to get the
details right is irresponsi-
ble, Beck said. The GOP has
rushed and made mistakes on
tax cuts, congressional dis-
trict maps and state budget
estimates, he added.

When a bill eliminating the
income tax on capital gains
passed last year, it carried an
estimated price tag of about
$160 million in the current
fiscal year and ongoing cost
of $111 million The actual
revenue cut is about $500
million in the current year
and $350 million annually.

The mistake in state budget
estimates was a $250 million
math error in the forecast
for how much the state would
have on hand at the end of
June 2027.

“The whole tax scheme in
general, I’'m just going to be
honest with you, is ill con-
ceived,” Beck said.

Missouri’s two largest pop-
ulation centers are on the
state’s border and people who
can shift purchases over the
state line to avoid taxes will
do so, Beck said.

“I don’t see this as an eco-
nomic driver for the state,”
Beck said. “I don’t see this as
helping anything.”

Gasoline prices are one of
the most visible barometers
of the economy, rising after
disruptions or when there is
high sustained demand and
falling when supplies are
plentiful or purchases fall
off in a recession.

Missouri fuel taxes have in-
creased 12.5 cents per gallon
since Oct. 1, 2021, and stand
at 29.5 cents a gallon.

Missourians consume
about 4.1 billion gallons each
year, generating approxi-
mately $1.2 billion in highway
revenue.

That fuel, if sold at $2.50
per gallon, would generate
about $435 million if subject
to the the current state sales
tax. The price of a 15-gallon
fill-up would increase from
$37.50 to $39.10.

Republicans have been cut-

ting state income tax rates
since 2014, when the top rate
stood at 6% for taxable in-
comes greater than $9,000.
The top rate is now 4.7%. Two
future cuts, bringing the rate
down to 4.5%, are already on
the books and will take effect
if general revenue growth
hits certain targets.

Missouri collected $9.2
billion from the individual
income tax before refunds
in fiscal 202S. Generating the
same revenue on the current
sales tax base would require
an additional sales tax of
about 8.5%.

Those funds pay for public
schools, prisons and medical
care for more than 1.3 mil-
lion people, among other state
services.

The goal, Patterson said,
is to replace a tax structure
put in place in the 1920s and
1930s with one that fits mod-
ern economic activity.

“It really needs to be mod-
ernized,” Patterson said.
“And this is something that
you’re seeing, not just in red
states or blue states. A lot of
states are looking at modern-
izing their tax system.”

The lack of details on what
will — and what won’t — be
taxed is a big problem, Beck
said.

“They’re taking (income
tax) away,” Beck said, “and
they’re saying the legislature
knows better than the people,
just like they’ve done in the
past.”
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Windsor boys
baskethall storms
back from early hole
to heat Sacred Heart

Windsor junior Ryan Millington (5) takes a
jump shot during the game against Sacred
Heart on Friday, Jan. 23, at Sacred Heart High
School.
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By Jack Denebeim
jack.denebeim@sedaliademocrat.com

Windsor boys basketball went into half-
time trailing Sacred Heart, but it did so
with the confidence of a team in control.

The Greyhounds clawed back from an
18-point deficit to come within eight by
the break, giving them the fuel to com-
plete the comeback and win 60-49 on
Friday, Jan. 23, at the McGremlin Gym.

“That was unbelievable,” Windsor head
coach David Hesse said. “When our kids
looked up and saw it was a single-digit
lead, I think they knew they could win
the game. It was huge for us.”

Windsor (13-3, 4-0 Kaysinger Confer-
ence) was behind 30-12 with 3:52 left to
play in the second quarter.

From that point, the Greyhounds went
on a 10-0 run to close out the first half and
cut their deficit to 30-22.

The run continued into the third quar-
ter, as Windsor scored the first six points
of the second half to come within two.

After senior Max Van Leer made a jump
shot to put Sacred Heart (7-9, 2-2 Kaysing-
er Conference) up four, senior Conner
Barnes made 1-of-2 free throws, senior
Reece Heany made a layup and junior
Ryan Millington made 2-of-2 free throws
to give the Greyhounds their first lead of
the game at 33-32 with 3:49 remaining in
the third quarter.

See WINDSOR, Page 8A
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No. 12 SFCCwomen’s basketball
improves to 20-0
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State Fair Community College sophomore Zoe Newland shoots the ball during the game against Crowder College on Jan.
17 at the Fred E. Davis Multipurpose Center. Newland forced a crucial turnover during the game against Mineral Area

College on Friday, Jan. 23, helping the Lady Roadrunners improve to 20-0.

By Jack Denebeim
jack.denebeim@sedaliademocrat.com

erfection remains
intact, but for No. 12
State Fair Community
College women’s bas-
ketball, the quest to
20-0 did not come easily.
The Lady Roadrunners grind-
ed out a 68-62 win over Mineral
Area College to stay undefeated

on Friday, Jan. 23, in Park Hills.

“It was a much closer game
than we were hoping for, but to
be honest, we needed it,” SFCC
head coach Nicole Collier said.
“We needed to work through
some of the kinks, and it’s al-
ways better to learn from a win
than a loss.”

The Lady Roadrunners (20-
0, 5-0 Region 16) led 14-12 at
the end of the first quarter, but
pushed their lead to 30-22 by

halftime.

SFCC extended the advantage
to 41-28 early in the second
half, but Mineral Area (12-8, 1-4
Region 16) was able to trim its
deficit to 48-44 by the end of the
third quarter.

The game was tied at S8 with
2:53 to go.

Sophomore Sophia Edwin
scored a layup to put SFCC in
front with 2:37 to play. Sopho-
more Zoe Newland then went
1-of-2 from the free-throw line
to give the Lady Roadrunners a
three-point lead with 1:48 left.

After a basket by Mineral
Area, freshman Chloe Reed hit
a 3-pointer to give SFCC a 64-60
lead with 18.8 seconds left.

The Lady Cardinals scored
again to cut the deficit to two
with 10.4 seconds remaining.

Reed was fouled and made
2-of-2 free throws with 6.7 sec-

FILE PHOTO BY JACK DENEBEIM | DEMOCRAT

onds left.

Newland forced a turnover on
Mineral Area’s next possession.
She was then fouled and made
two free throws to secure the
win.

“There’s going to be moments
that things don’t go our way,”
Collier said. “There’s going to be
shots that don’t go down. There’s
going to be fouls we don’t believe
are fouls. That’s part of playing
on the road and having that ad-
versity, and still being able to
buckle down and move on to the
next play and not get caught up
or let it ruin your day. I didn’t
think things went our way down
in Park Hills, and I will tell you
that I don’t think we handled it
extremely well, but we also bat-
tled and we competed and kept
fighting.”

See SFCC, Page 8A

Sacred Heart girls haskethall stifles Windsor in hounce-back win

By Jack Denebeim
jack.denebeim@
sedaliademocrat.com

Following a 37-point loss to
Stover, Sacred Heart girls bas-
ketball head coach Desmon
Carl challenged his team to
play with more effort and in-
tensity.

Carl saw the response al-
most immediately, as the Lady
Gremlins stifled Windsor S0-19
on Friday, Jan. 23, at the Mc-
Gremlin Gym.

“I said the last game that I
thought the effort was good,
but the ‘playing with our
minds’ wasn’t there,” Carl said.
“After I watched the film, I
didn’t really feel that the effort
was fully there. So, I really
challenged the girls this week
to get after it on the defen-
sive end. It’s one thing if we
can’t score, but it’s another
thing if we can’t stop people.
I felt like we needed to turn
some defense into offense, and
I thought, especially at the be-
ginning of the game, we really
flew around, created a lot of
turnovers and got a lot of easy
baskets. It got us rolling in the
right direction. I was proud
of the girls tonight. I'm 100%
fully onboard with their effort

Heart High School.
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Sacred Heart sophomore Maggie Van Leer (11) drives through the lane during the game agalnst Windsor on Friday, Jan. 23, at Sacred

tonight.”

Windsor held a 3-2 lead about
a minute and a half into the
contest.

A steal and a layup by Sa-
cred Heart freshman Allie
Offineer sparked a 16-0 run
the Lady Gremlins used to
take an 18-3 lead. Including
the layup, Offineer had seven
points during the stretch.

The Lady Gremlins led 18-S

at the end of the first quarter
after Windsor junior Taylor
Luetjen made a basket to close
out the period.

Sacred Heart (7-7, 2-2
Kaysinger Conference) took
full control of the game in
the second quarter by holding
Windsor (2-13, 0-4 Kaysinger
Conference) scoreless in the
period.

The Lady Gremlins led 33-5

at halftime.

“We kind of switched de-
fenses alot,” Carl said. “I chal-
lenged my guards to really get
after them, even if they weren’t
on the ball, get on the off guard
to make sure they’re trying to
deny, and I challenged the post
players to just not stand behind
people, and I think it showed.
We rotated defenses, really got
after their ball handlers, and

we were diving on the floor.
Things we haven’t been seeing
is what we saw tonight, and
that’s the result we get.”

During a ceremony at half-
time, Sacred Heart recognized
Grace Goodwin as the girls
basketball program’s all-time
leading scorer.

Goodwin, who graduated
from Sacred Heart in 2020
and went on to play at State

Fair Community College and
Columbia College, scored 1,508
points during her high school
career.

A banner was unveiled on
the southern wall of the Mc-
Gremlin Gym, placing the
girls’ all-time scoring leader
directly adjacent to the boys’
all-time leader, Coen Brown.

See SACRED HEART, Page 8A
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Smith-Cotton girls baskethall places fifth at Gary Keeling Tournament

By Democrat Staff

No. S-seeded Smith-Cotton
girls basketball defeated No.
7-seeded Fair Grove 45-34
in the fifth-place game of the
Gary Keeling Tournament on
Thursday, Jan. 22, in Bolivar.

Senior Brekyn Scanlon led
the Lady Tigers (8-8) with 15
points. Freshman Reese Col-
lier added 11 points.

Smith-Cotton went 2-1
throughout the tournament.

S-C lost to No. 4-seeded
Ozark 47-37 in the first round
Monday, Jan. 19.

Collier led the Lady Tigers
in this one, scoring 10 points.
Junior Olyvia Birdsong had
nine points.

Smith-Cotton bounced back
in the consolation semifinals
by defeating No. 8-seeded
Parkview 80-26 on Wednes-
day, Jan. 21.

Four players reached double
figures in this one. Birdsong
and sophomore Camdyn Jones
each had 16 points to lead
the charge. Scanlon added 14
points while sophomore Mia
Cavanagh had 12.

The Lady Tigers are sched-
uled to travel to Osage on
Tuesday, Jan. 27, before vis-
iting Willard on Thursday,
Jan. 29.

Stover girls beat Cole Camp

to win fifth straight

Stover girls basketball de-
feated Cole Camp S51-27 on
Friday, Jan. 23, at the Stover
Dome.

The win is the Lady Bull-
dogs’ fifth in a row.

Freshman Rory Pinzke led
Stover (9-7, 4-0 Kaysinger
Conference) in scoring with
15 points. Sophomore Teagan
Morris added 14 points while
junior Gabby Sidebottom had
eight. Sophomore Lilly Mel-
len paced Cole Camp (9-7, 2-2
Kaysinger Conference) with
eight points.

The Lady Bluebirds are
scheduled to visit Sacred
Heart on Tuesday, Jan. 27.

The Lady Bulldogs are

scheduled to travel to North-
west on Tuesday.

Green Ridge hoys erupt for

win over Otterville

Green Ridge boys basket-
ball defeated Otterville 77-60
on Friday, Jan. 23, at Otter-
ville High School.

Four players scored in dou-
ble figures for the Tigers (12-
S, 4-0 Kaysinger Conference).
Junior Wyatt Crawford led the
charge with 21 points.

Junior Max Tylar scored 20
points, junior Jack Hoos had
16 points and sophomore Levi
Lentz had 10 points.

Sophomore Cameron
Krause led the Eagles (7-10,
2-3 Kaysinger Conference)
with 19 points.

Otterville is scheduled to
host La Monte on Tuesday,
Jan. 27.

Green Ridge, which has won
five straight, is scheduled to
host Lincoln on Tuesday.

Green Ridge girls stay hot

with win over Otterville

Green Ridge girls basket-
ball won its 15th-straight
game by defeating Otterville
44-33 on Friday, Jan. 23, in
Otterville.

Sophomore Elyse Cooley
led the Lady Tigers (15-1, 4-0
Kaysinger Conference) with
15 points. Sophomore Nevaeh
Blythe added seven points
while senior Kayden Box had
Six.

Green Ridge is scheduled
to host Lincoln on Tuesday,
Jan. 27.

Northwest girls roll past

Lincoln

Northwest girls basketball
defeated Lincoln 61-21 on Fri-
day, Jan. 23, in Hughesville.

Senior Gabby Meyer led
the Lady Mustangs (16-1, 5-0
Kaysinger Conference) with
25 points. Senior Mary Walker
added 12 points.

Northwest, which has won
12 straight, is scheduled to

host Stover on Tuesday, Jan.
27.

La Monte girls sneak past

Smithton

La Monte girls basketball
defeated Smithton 37-36 on
Friday, Jan. 23, at La Monte
High School.

Senior Sophia Parton led
the Lady Vikings (6-10, 1-3
Kaysinger Conference) with
16 points. Junior Morgan Hall
added 12 points.

La Monte is scheduled to
travel to Otterville on Tues-
day, Jan. 27.

Winter weather
causes cancellations,
postponements

Frigid temperatures and
snow caused many sporting
events to be canceled or post-
poned on Friday, Jan. 23, Sat-
urday, Jan. 24, and Monday,
Jan. 26.

The Smith-Cotton boys bas-
ketball game against Marshall
scheduled for Friday was can-
celed.

Smith-Cotton girls wres-
tling’s trip to the Clinton In-
vitational Tournament on Fri-
day was canceled. S-C boys
wrestling’s trip to Clinton
on Saturday was canceled as
well.

The Greater Missouri Wres-
tling Conference Tournament
scheduled for Saturday was
canceled.

The Tipton boys basketball
game against South Callaway
scheduled for Friday has been
postponed to Feb. 19.

The first round of the Con-
way Tournament, which Tip-
ton was scheduled to compete
in on Monday, has been post-
poned.

Tipton wrestling’s triangu-
lar meet with Macks Creek
and Missouri Military Acade-
my scheduled for Monday has
been postponed as well.

The Tipton girls basketball
Harrisburg Shootout game
against Centralia scheduled

Smith-Cotton senior Brekyn
Scanlon looks to pass the ball
during the game against Jeffer-
son City on Jan. 6 at Smith-Cot-
ton High School. Scanlon
scored 15 points during the
Gary Keeling Tournament fifth-
place game on Thursday, Jan.
22, in Bolivar.
FILE PHOTO BY
Jack Denebeim | Democrat

for Saturday was canceled.

The Windsor basketball
games against Leeton sched-
uled for Monday have been
postponed to Wednesday, Jan.
28.

The Stover boys basketball
game against Russellville
scheduled for Monday has
been postponed. A makeup
date was still in the works
as of the Democrat’s press
deadline.

More results

Friday, Jan. 23

Cole Camp boys 62, Stover
44

Lincoln boys 49, Northwest
34

Smithton boys 72, La Monte
49

Thursday, Jan. 22

Windsor boys 53, Slater 49

Slater girls 46, Windsor 31

Clinton boys 76, Sacred
Heart 44

Coaches, please send scores
and stats to jack.denebeim@
sedaliademocrat.com.

These horoscopes are for
the week of Jan. 26, 2026.

ARIES (March 21 to April
19)

Although you’re getting
kudos and other positive re-
actions to your suggestions,
don’t let the cheers drown
out some valid criticisms.
It’s better to deal with them
now rather than later.

TAURUS (April 20 to May
20)

Following your keen Bo-
vine intuition pays off as
you not only reassess the
suggestions that some peo-
ple are putting in front of
you but also their agendas
for doing so.

GEMINI (May 21to June
20)

You continue on a high-en-
thusiasm cycle as a new
project that you’ve assumed
takes shape. You're also
buoyed by the anticipation
of receiving some good news
about a personal matter.

CANCER (June 21 to July
22)

Your eagerness to im-
merse yourself in your new
assignment is understand-
able. But be careful that you
don’t forget to take care of a
pressing personal situation
as well.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)

This is a good time to
learn a new skill that could
give the clever Cat an edge
in an upcoming competition
for workplace opportuni-
ties. On another note, enjoy
the arts this weekend with
someone special.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept.
22)

You could risk creating
an impasse if you insist on
expecting more from oth-
ers than they’re prepared
to give. Showing flexibility
in what you’ll accept could
prevent a stalemate.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct.

22)

Although you can weigh
all the factors of a dispute
to find an agreeable solution
for others, you might need

Seahawks, Patriots to play in Super Bowl LX

By Jack Denebeim
jack.denebeim@sedaliademocrat.com

The Seattle Seahawks and the New En-
gland Patriots will face each other in Su-
per Bowl LX at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 8, at
Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara, California.

The Seahawks advanced to the Super
Bowl by defeating the Los Angeles Rams
31-27 in the NFC Championship Game
on Sunday, Jan. 25, while the Patriots
advanced by beating the Denver Broncos
10-7 in the AFC Championship Game.

The matchup is a rematch of Super
Bowl XLIX, where the Patriots defeated
the Seahawks 28-24 thanks to cornerback
Malcolm Butler’s famous interception on
the goal line.

New England’s defense guided it to the
AFC title on Sunday, as the Patriots (17-3)
had two takeaways and forced the Broncos
to punt six times.

Denver scored the first touchdown of the
game through a 6-yard pass from quar-
terback Jarrett Stidham to wide receiver
Courtland Sutton.

The Broncos had a chance to extend the

lead in the second quarter, but turned the
ball over on downs.

Denver forced New England to punt
after the turnover on downs, but Stidham
fumbled six plays later, setting the Patri-
ots up inside the red zone.

Two plays later, quarterback Drake
Maye scored on a 6-yard run to tie the
game at 7-7.

That score remained until Patriots
kicker Andres Borregales made a 23-yard
field goal on New England’s first posses-
sion of the second half.

Broncos kicker Wil Lutz had a 45-yard
game-tying field goal attempt blocked in
the fourth quarter.

After the Patriots punted, cornerback
Christian Gonzalez intercepted Stidham
to allow New England to run out the rest
of the clock.

This is the 12th time the Patriots have
advanced to the Super Bowl. They will
be playing for an NFL-record seventh
championship.

Over in Seattle, offense was the key in
the NFC title game.

Seahawks quarterback Sam Darnold

SPORTS CALENDAR

completed 25 of his 36 passes for 346
yards and three touchdowns.

Wide receiver Jaxon Smith-Njigba had
10 catches for 153 yards and a touchdown
while Cooper Kupp and Jake Bobo each
caught one touchdown.

Darnold’s 14-yard touchdown to
Smith-Njigba provided the go-ahead score
just before halftime.

Running back Kenneth Walker had 23
total touches for 111 scrimmage yards
and a touchdown as well.

The Seahawks (16-3) had 396 yards of
total offense and no turnovers.

A muffed punt by the Rams early in the
second half allowed the Seahawks to build
a double-digit cushion.

Los Angeles also had a turnover on
downs in the red zone late in the fourth
quarter.

This is Seattle’s fourth time in the Su-
per Bowl. It will be playing for its second
title.

Super Bowl LX will be broadcast on
NBC.

Sports editor Jack Denebeim can be reached at
660-530-0142
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the skilled input of someone
you trust to help you deal
with an ongoing situation.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov.
21)

The good news is that
your brief period of self-
doubt turns into a positive “I
can do anything” attitude by
midweek. The better news
is that you’ll soon be able to
prove it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to
Dec. 21)

This is a good time for
Sagittarians to start making
travel plans while you can
still select from a wide menu
of choices and deals -- and
not be forced to settle for
leftovers.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to
Jan.19)

Like your zodiac sign, the
sure-footed Goat, you won’t
allow obstacles in your path
to keep you from reaching
your goal. Don’t be sur-
prised by who asks to tag
along with you.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb.
18)

Let your head dominate
over your heart as you con-
sider the risks that might be
involved in agreeing to be a
friend’s co-signer or other-
wise acting as their backup
in a financial matter.

PISCES (Feh.19 to March
20)

Resolve to close the door
and let your voicemail take
your phone calls while you
finish up a task before the
end-of-week deadline. Then
go out and enjoy a fun-filled
weekend!

BORN THIS WEEK

Your capacity for care
and compassion helps bring
comfort to others. You could
serve as a reliable founda-

tion to many.

- J
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SFCC

From Page 6A

Edwin led SFCC in scoring
with 14 points, nine of which
came from 3-point range. Soph-
omore Ellie Buscher added 13
points, eight rebounds and four
assists.

Sophomore Carolyn Foster had
10 points and seven rebounds
while Reed had nine points and
three steals.

Off the bench, freshmen Ka-
maree Pollard and Taylor Wilson
both had eight points.

Newland finished with four
points, all coming from the free-
throw line.

SFCC shot 35.9% (23-0f-64)
from the field, 31.8% (7-0f-22)
from 3-point range and 68.2%
(15-0f-22) from the free-throw
line. Mineral Area made 38.6%
(22-0f-57) of its shots from the
field, but shot just 11.1% (2-0f-18)
from beyond the arc and 66.7%
(16-0f-24) from the stripe.

“I thought Mineral did a good
job of preparing for us,” Collier
said. “I believe our freshmen
were just like, ‘Well, we went in
there last time and ran the table,’
and, you know, not understanding
that people don’t just roll over for
you. So, we’ve got some learning
and growing to do, but I thought
Mineral did a fantastic job of just
being prepared and making some
changes. They wanted it. You
could tell they definitely wanted
it.”

Collier noted that the game
being moved up to Friday from
Saturday, Jan. 24, due to winter
weather and cutting into the
Lady Roadrunners’ bye week
may have contributed to the close
finish.

Even though the game did not
go exactly as planned, Collier
added that still being undefeated
20 games into the season is a sur-
real feeling.

“At the start of the season, I
don’t think that anybody’s head
would be wrapped around that,”
Collier said. “It’s definitely some-
thing to be celebrated, and it’s
one of those things that I look
back on my college career and
I remember my records when I
played, and I remember making
it to the national tournament. I
remember all of those things,
and this is something that can
never be taken away from them.
To start our year 20-0 is some-
thing to be celebrated and to be
excited about.”

The win clinches SFCC’s third
straight 20-win season. This is
the first time the women’s basket-
ball team has had three straight
20-win seasons since it had four
straight from 2012 to 2016.

Despite the accomplishment,
Collier said she and the Lady
Roadrunners have their sights
set on much bigger goals.

“Our goal is to take care of
business one game at a time be-
cause, big picture, we want to get
back to the national tournament
and these next dozen games are
going to be crucial in whether we
can make that happen,” Collier
said. “So, we want to make sure
that we’re not getting caught up
on the end of the year. We just
need to handle things game by
game. If you ask anybody on the
team, we want to get back to the
national tournament. I definitely
don’t want to downplay the 20-0,
but these next seven games are
going to be what separates us.”

SFCC travels to No. 14 Three
Rivers Community College on
Wednesday, Jan. 28, and then to
Crowder College on Saturday,
Jan. 31.

The Lady Roadrunners return
home Feb. 4 to take on Moberly
Area Community College.

Sports editor Jack Denebeim can be
reached at 660-530-0142.

SACRED HEART

From Page 6A

“I give all the credit to Tom
Van Leer, my assistant coach,”
Carl said. “That’s kind of been
his idea for the last two years.
Grace comes in and helps us
play just like an open gym in
the summer. She plays with the
girls and she’s a great leader.
And I mean, you put up 1,500
points, you can put the ball in
the hole. So, we love Grace.
What an honor for her. It’s time
her banner was up there with
everybody else’s. I'm super ex-
cited for her and Coach [Steve]
Goodwin. They deserve it.”

Sacred Heart’s lead peaked
at 35 twice in the second half.

Freshman Aspen Carl led
the Lady Gremlins in scoring
with 10 points, seven of which
came in the third quarter.

Offineer finished with nine
points, as did junior Paisley
Carl. Sophomore Maggie Van
Leer added eight points while
senior Bailee Vogel had seven.

Freshman Ginny Jones
paced Windsor with nine
points. Senior Julia Ashby and
junior Dala Brooks each had
four.

“We just didn’t come out
with a whole lot of energy,
and that’s what dug us in a hole
early,” Windsor head coach
Shawn Bigler said. “I thought
in the second half we brought
more energy, but we just strug-
gled to get shots to fall ... We
have a motto that says, ‘don’t
matter, get better.” We get beat
— doesn’t matter, get better.
We’re going to keep getting
better every game. That’s our
mindset right now.”

Windsor, which has lost 11
straight, is scheduled to visit
Smithton on Tuesday, Jan. 27.
The Lady Greyhounds’ game
against Leeton scheduled for
Monday, Jan. 26, has been post-
poned to Wednesday, Jan. 28.

With its win, Sacred Heart
snaps a three-game skid.

The Lady Gremlins are
scheduled to host Cole Camp
on Tuesday.

Sports editor Jack Denebeim can be
reached at 660-530-0142.

WINDSOR

From Page 6A

Sacred Heart High School.

High School.

Sacred Heart alum Grace Goodwin was recognized as the girls basketball program’s all-
time leading scorer during halftime of the game against Windsor on Friday, Jan. 23, at
PHOTO BY JACK DENEBEIM | DEMOCRAT

A banner recognizing Grace Goodwin as Sacred Heart girls basketball’s all-time leading
scorer was unveiled during the game against Windsor on Friday, Jan. 23, at Sacred Heart
PHOTO BY JACK DENEBEIM | DEMOCRAT

“I think the words you’re looking
for are attitude, effort and heart,”
Hesse said. “We talked about that in
the locker room. This is a big boy’s
ball game. We’re going to see who has
the most heart on the floor tonight and
who wants it more. I think in the third
quarter we really beat them up physi-
cally, and not in a bad way, just we’re
a little bigger and a little stronger, es-
pecially on the glass and in the paint.”

The lead changed twice down the
stretch of the third quarter, with Wind-
sor taking a 43-39 advantage into the
fourth.

Sacred Heart opened the final frame
with a 6-0 burst to take a 45-43 lead
with S:S0 left to play.

Windsor tied the game with a pair of
free throws from Millington at the 5:27
mark and then took the lead for good
with two free throws from Barnes at
the 4:38 mark.

The Greyhounds went 11-for-11 on
their free-throw attempts in the fourth
quarter. They were 22-for-23 in the
second half and 28-for-32 overall.

“We actually do free throw drills
in practice,” Hesse said. “Tonight, it
paid off.”

Millington scored 14 of his game-
high 18 points from the free-throw
line. All of his points arrived in the
second half.

Barnes, who put the exclamation
point on the win with an and-one with

*ONE COUPON (0)\'| B¢ PER SALE *SOME EXC
2 ‘ [ OIES 2/7/26

45.8 seconds left, finished the game
with 16 points.

Heany added nine points while ju-
nior Rowan Cox had eight.

Van Leer and sophomore Colt
Conardy each had 11 points to pace
the Gremlins while sophomore Car-
son Bentch had nine and junior Miles
Brown had eight.

Sacred Heart went 4-of-11 from the
free-throw line.

“We played a good first half, but we
just couldn’t close the deal,” Sacred
Heart head coach Steve Goodwin said.
“Windsor’s a big, tough and strong
team, and we just couldn’t finish it ...
We haven’t played four quarters yet,
and it shows. We can’t put together
four good quarters. Hopefully, that’s
a sign of youth. I think it is. They’re
trying and working really hard. I'm
proud of them.”

According to MSHSAA .org, Windsor
snapped an 18-game losing streak to
Sacred Heart with the win.

It is also the Greyhounds' eighth
straight win since losing to Lone Jack
on Dec. 17.

“This is the first time since I’ve been
here we’ve beaten Sacred Heart,”
Hesse said. “Just saying that and
knowing what we did tonight — I
mean, I'm at a loss for words making
that statement. Coach Goodwin is a
guy I'look up to. He is one of the better
coaches in this area. He always has his

Windsor senior Conner Barnes dribbles
the ball as he looks to pass during the
game against Sacred Heart on Friday,
Jan. 23, at Sacred Heart High School.
PHOTO BY JACK DENEBEIM | DEMOCRAT

kids ready to go. They were on fire to-
night early, but I’'m proud of the boys.
The boys played hard. They held their
composure and we got after them a
little in the second and third quarters
to come back and get the ‘W’ tonight.”

Windsor’s game against Leeton
scheduled for Monday, Jan. 26, has
been postponed to Wednesday, Jan. 28.
The Greyhounds are scheduled to visit
Smithton on Tuesday, Jan. 27.

Sacred Heart is scheduled to host
Cole Camp on Tuesday.

Sports editor Jack Denebeim can be reached
at 660-530-0142.

WINTER SPECIALS

Come see us for........

50 Ib bags of Block Oil Sunflower Seeds or Wild Bird Food
$25 a bag
Peanut Crunch, Birds Blend, Berry Blast,
Orange Burst, & Apple Dough

Suet Cakes
$1.60 each

Receive 7% off of purchases when you pay with a check

or cash or 5% off when paying with a debit/credit card
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Sparks ushers Sedalia Public Library into 125th

Year -+ Living 3B

UCM hosts Day
of Service during
annual MLK Jr.
Celebration week

By Hasina Shah
hasina.shah@warrensburgstarjournal.com

WARRENSBURG - The Univer-
sity of Central Missouri kicked off
its annual Days of Service Events
as part of its Martin Luther King
Jr. Celebration on Thursday, Jan.
22.

With this year’s theme of “Build-
ing the Beloved Community,” top
of mind, UCM faculty, staff and
students gathered from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. in the Elliot Student Union
ballrooms to craft learning mod-
ules for this year’s service partner,
Warrensburg Head Start.

From sorting activities and
counting games to ribbon rods and
egg-shaker maracas, participants
worked in groups at different sta-
tions to build educational tools for
head start children in the area to
use in their classrooms.

“Because of various government
cuts, (Warrensburg Head Start) is
short of staffing,” said Beth Rutt,
director of student services. “So,
what we’re doing is making learn-
ing centers that (teachers) can use
with the children they work with.”

Each station at Thursday’s ser-
vice event was set up with various
supplies to create each learning
module- pipe cleaners, muffin tins,
plastic cups, dried beans and rice,
construction paper— these were just
a few of the inexpensive and easily
accessible items Rutt and her team
provided for the participants to
craft with. Their goal? Make these
learning experiences easy to rec-
reate for parents and families on a
tight budget.

“Usually, head start students are
from a specific representation in
the populace where income can be
a challenge,” Rutt said. “All of our
items are practical- they are things
that, if a parent wanted to make
these at home to reinforce (their
child’s) learning, they would be
able to do that.”

Rutt is known throughout War-
rensburg for her service to the
community. She has a master’s
degree in recreation and leisure
education and spent 30 years on the
Warrensburg R-VI Board of Educa-
tion.

With her 32 years of registered
girl scout experience paired with
the 19 years she spent as the su-
perintendent of recreation for the
City of Warrensburg’s Parks and
Recreation Department, Rutt said
she’s had a lot of experience with
providing services to people while
working with limited funds.

All these experiences, she said,
inform her work each year as she
prepares for the MLK Days of Ser-
vice.

“Parks and Recreation (is) simi-
lar to the university— we’re tax-sup-
ported entities,” Rutt said. “So, I
learned how to work within a bud-
get and do things frugally.”

Though these service days have
looked different for the university
year-after-year, Rutt said the mis-
sion to spread MLK’s vision of com-
munity care and collective action
has remained the same.

“Martin Luther King was such
an example of making sure that
everyone had access,” Rutt said.
“Our students are such a fantastic
representation. There’s so much di-
versity and when you do activities
like this, you bring all that diversi-
ty together.”

See UCM, Page 6B

Beth Rutt explains station logistics with stu-

dents during the MLK Day of Service on Thurs-

day, Jan. 22, in the Elliot Student Union.
PHOTO BY HASINA SHAH | STAR-JOURNAL
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State Fair Community College’s Career and Technology Center (CTC) is providing career opportunities to high school juniors

and seniors, including this welding class, one of 10 programs.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF STATE FAIR COMMUNITY COLLEGE

SFCC'’s CTC brings career
opportunities to high schoolers

By Faith Bemiss-McKinney
faith.bemiss@sedaliademocrat.com

ince its inception in

1973-74, State Fair

Community College’s

Career and Technology

program has grown and
continues to inspire career paths
for high school juniors and se-
niors.

Eric Rehmer, the CTC executive
director, said there are 10 two-year
programs available to high school
students: automotive technology,
building trades, criminal justice,
early childhood professions, graph-
ic design, health occupations, in-
dustrial equipment maintenance,
precision machining technology,
welding and Missouri Options. The
Missouri Option allows students at
risk of dropping out an opportuni-
ty to earn a standard high school
diploma.

Currently, 10 school districts
participate in the program along
with three private and parochial
schools. Rehmer noted that SFCC
created the CTC program and ap-
proached various school districts
to see if they would like to partic-
ipate. They liked the concept and
wanted students to be enrolled in
the program.

Rehmer referenced a book about
SFCC written by Debbie Noland,
“The Legacy of Plywood U: A His-
tory of State Fair Community Col-
lege 1966-2002.”

“This gives a synopsis of when
it (began),” Rehmer said of the
book. “But when reading through
here, in ’74 the area Vocational
Technical School, which is what we
were at that time called, opened
its doors to students in building
trades, auto mechanics, (and)
business and office technology pro-
grams.”

Building trades, auto mechanics
and business and office technology
were the three original programs
for high schoolers in the CTC pro-
gram at the time.

“Then as the years went on, we
added six other programs,” Reh-
mer said. “So, we have nine total
programs right now.”

The “sending” school districts
pay for students’ tuition in the
program, and the program is free
to each student. They also receive
college credit while in high school
through dual enrollment instead of
a dual credit program.

“We gave them articulated cred-
it,” Rehmer said of past enrollment
procedures. “What articulated
credit did was, the kids earned it,
but then they had to come to State
Fair for a semester before it got
transcribed into their transcript.
When I switched to dual enrolment,
what that did was more or less re-
move the GPA requirement. I said
every kid that comes here is going
to be in a college class.”

Rehmer said most programs
are two years, and the number of
college credits a student can earn

—

The Career and Technology Center at State Fair Community College also offers
an Early Childhood Professions program for high school students.

A Graphic Design career program taught by Linda Harris is also one of 10 programs
offered in the Career and Technology program at State Fair Community College.

depends on the program.

“Right now, we would like for
them to be 20 credits over two
years,” Rehmer said. “The reason
for that is we have certificates that
we’re starting to implement, which
we call skill level certificates.
Those are typically 15 to 18 hours.
So, for welding, it would be a skill
certificate in welding — that’s 18
hours. In that particular program,
we can earn that in the first year.
Then in the second year, they are
earning more. So, in that partic-
ular program, when the kids get
done, they could have potentially
30 (credits).”

Rehmer added that some stu-
dents believe they aren’t college
material until they realize the pro-
gram they are in is a college class.
Rehmer said around 240 students
are enrolled in the program this
year.

He said the program is import-
ant because it gives the students an
opportunity to learn a skill set that
makes them career ready.

“It gives them a huge advantage
over somebody that doesn’t have
those skill sets,” Rehmer said “We
get them ready, job one in a career
field. Some hoose to follow through
with it. Some choose not to; that’s
completely up to them. But we get

them ready for entry-level work,
that’s something the kids don’t un-
derstand. In reality, they wouldn’t
have to do any college. And they
should have a leg-up on somebody
looking for a job.”

He noted that at age 18, they
may have more knowledge than an
older person when applying for a
job, based on their training.

Students may also receive mock
interviews from local businesses
while in the program. Linda Har-
ris, the instructor for the graphic
design program, brings in people
from Inter-State Studio to conduct
mock interviews with her students.

“They come out and spend a day
out here and mock interview her
students,” Rehmer said. “One of
the things we’re looking at expand-
ing in that nature is ... we want to
take the students to Inter-State and
drop them off outside.”

This gives the interview a whole
different aspect, and one that the
students will often see after grad-
uation.

Morning sessions of the CTC
program run from 8 t010:35 a.m.,
and the afternoon sessions run
from 11:45 a.m. to 2:20 p.m. The
school districts have buses that
transport their students to SFCC
for the classes.

See SFCC, Page 6B
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CLUB NOTES

Grow and Glow Garden Club

The January meeting of the Grow and Glow
Garden Club met at the local meeting place and
Tipton famous Bobbio’s. Sixteen members enjoyed
Bob’s usual favorites of fried potatoes, green
beans, dessert pizzas, and fill in the blank with
your favorite item.

In lieu of a program, members were handed a
list of questions to answer about themselves so that
members could get to know each other better. It
is amazing that you can know someone for a long
time and still learn things about them. As mem-
bers shared stories, there were many laughs and
tears. Many had lost family members, but each
was united by the love of gardening. Bird watching
was also a common theme. Cynthia Broderson’s
name was mentioned several times because mem-
bers shared who invited them to become a mem-
ber. One person called the number at the bottom
of an article about a monthly meeting (see below).

A letter was read from Tim Schisler, who shared
pictures of flowers from his own gardens. Those
pictures were frame worthy. A letter was passed
around from the Morgan County food pantry
thanking the group for their donation.

A gift certificate to Longfellows was presented
to club president, Linda Dahl for years of service
and Christmas ’25. Debbie Harper agreed to re-
paint the Blue Star Memorial sign in Versailles.
Nicki Kelley got permission for a concrete pad and
picnic table at the same location.

The February meeting will be a sweetheart
luncheon held at the Fortuna Community Church
and hosted by Nicki Kelley and Debbie Harper. If
you would like to become a member, please join
our spunky group. You can call Nicki Kelley at
(660) 433-2381.

Sedalia Photo Club

The Sedalia Photo Club held its business meeting
and Christmas party on Wednesday, Dec. 17, at the
Heckart Community Center.

The 2026 photo club calendars and 2026 pho-
to club assignments were handed out. It was
announced that a joint meeting with the Saline
County Photo Club and the Mid-MO Photo Club
will be held on June 17. Plans were finalized for
the Ag Expo Photo Contest, to be held on Feb. 6 and
7. Club members voted for photos in the Holiday
Photo Contest.

The Christmas party consisted of eating deli-
cious treats and exchanging nice gifts.

ENTERTAINMENT BRIEFS

Johnson Gounty Historical Society to host dance

Everyone is invited to join the Johnson County
Historical Society from 2 to 4 p.m. on the first
Sunday in Feb. 1, for the annual Breaking Up
Christmas Dance at the Johnson County Historic
District, 302 N. Main St. in Warrensburg.

The Schoolhouse String Band will play period
music for a contra dance in the Culp Building. A
caller will provide instructions for the Virginia
Reel and other group dances so no previous expe-
rience is needed.

The event is free and open to the public, but do-
nations are welcome as this is a fundraiser for the
Johnson County Historical Society. This annual
event began as the “Breaking Up Christmas” event
and continues to follow the tradition. We always
hold this event on the Sunday between the football
playoffs and the Superbowl. Put on comfortable
dancing shoes and join the fun.

Check
out our
E-Editions
to find what
you’re
looking for!

Sedalna

ACe[ttral Missouri
/' \griculture

cusTom appiciroR

UCM to host high school Computer Information
Systems and Analytics competition

The University
of Central Missouri
(UCM) is hosting a
Computer Information
Systems and Analyt-
ics (CISA) competition
for high school stu-
dents, which includes
the chance to earn
scholarships.

Registration is open
for the second annual
competition offered
by the Computer In-
formation Systems
and Analytics pro-
grams at UCM.

High school students
will demonstrate their
problem-solving and
critical-thinking skills
with current technolo-
gy trends, such as the
impact of big data on

businesses and agri-
culture. Participants
will also meet other
students and inter-
act with faculty from
the UCM Department
of Accountancy, Big
Data Analytics and
Computer Information
Systems.

Teams can have up
to three students, and
a maximum of four
teams per high school
can participate.

Each team will sub-
mit a 10- to 15-minute
video presenting their
solution to a problem
statement, which they
will receive after reg-
istering. After using a
tool to solve the prob-
lem, the team should

create a slideshow
presentation explain-
ing the process, anal-
ysis, visualizations,
results, sources used
and the data story.
The video should fea-
ture the team mem-
bers presenting their
slideshow.

Registration is free
and closes on Monday,
Feb. 2. Teams must
submit their videos by
Monday, Feb. 9.

All participants will
be invited to an event
on Monday, Feb. 23 at
UCM Lee’s Summit.
Selected teams will
present their solu-
tions. The event will
include lunch, a Tab-
leau training session,

and awards.

Each member of the
top team will earn a
$2,000 scholarship,
members of the fol-
lowing three teams
will receive a $500
scholarship, and all
other participants will
receive a $100 scholar-
ship. The scholarships
will be granted and
applied toward tuition
if students pursue CIS
or Analytics programs
at UCM.

For more informa-
tion, visit the competi-
tion website or contact
ahmad@ucmo.edu.

Release courtesy of
the University of Central
Missouri.

Physical education requirements could
increase under proposed bill

By Scott Hudson
Columbia Missourian

A Missouri House
bill aims to increase
the physical education
requirements for K-12
students.

Introduced by Rep.
Bishop Davidson, a
Republican from Re-
public, the legislation
would require all stu-
dents to participate
in a minimum of 60
minutes of physical ac-
tivity each school day.
PE classes, addition-
al recesses and other
supervised physical
activities could fulfill
the new requirement,
as outlined by the bill.

The bill does include
caveats for students
with disabilities.

Student-athletes,
who are occasionally
excused from physi-
cal education require-
ments, would not be
exempt from the re-
quired 60 minutes of
daily activity under
the bill.

Legislators ex-
pressed concerns over
the bill’s logistics — an
additional hour of re-
quired learning could
disrupt or extend the
current school sched-
ule. Davidson told a
House committee
Wednesday that he
does not intend for the

bill to add more time
to the school day or de-
tract from other Com-
mon Core curriculum
requirements.

Haley Edwards,
a senior at Republic
High School in Greene
County, testified in fa-
vor of the bill.

“We see the signs
that tie (exercise) back
to physical well-being
and mental well-being,
and I think that this
bill really opens doors
to be able to see those

effects,” Edwards
said.
The National Educa-

tion Association has
not yet determined
whether legislative

action is necessary
to enact the proposed
requirement, but a
spokesman said the
organization believes
that increased physi-
cal activity would ben-
efit students.

Otto Fajan, who tes-
tified on behalf of the
NEA, said that the role
of physical education
has shrunk over the
past century in Amer-
ican public schools.

“There’s a flow
against (P.E.) caused
by the structure of ac-
countability,” Fagen
said, “and standard-
ized testing in areas
that do not include
physical literacy.”

'Mercy’ unseats ‘Avatar: Fire & Ash’ atop the box office

By Jake Coyle
AP Film Writer

NEW YORK (AP) —
With a winter storm
blanketing a large
swath of the country,
Hollywood had its qui-
etest weekend of the
year at the box office.
The Amazon MGM sci-
fi thriller “Mercy” de-
throned “Avatar: Fire
and Ash” from the No.
1 spot with $11.2 mil-
lion in North America,
according to studio es-
timates Sunday.

Some 250 theaters
were forced to close,
from Texas to Maine,
according to data firm
Comsore. More than
140 million Americans
were under winter
storm warnings, de-
pressing moviegoing.

February 6th 9u;1'r i’ébfuary 7th 11 am

«~-Pre-enroll at ‘the MU Extension Office, 1012 Thompson Blvd Suite A, Sedalia
'Semmars on Soil arid'Fertilizer throughout the duy both days.

MIXTURE OF SEMINARS ON FLOWERS, TREES & PI.ANTS throughout the duy,

both days.

736518jt

But the weekend was
never going to be a
blockbuster one, any-
way. “Mercy,” a $60
million thriller star-
ring Chris Pratt as a
man in a near-future
standing trial before
an Al judge, was the
top new release. It ar-
rived with withering
reviews (20% fresh on
Rotten Tomatoes) and
an equally poor recep-
tion (a “B-” CinemasS-
core) from audiences.

That was still
enough to finally dis-
lodge James Camer-
on's third Pandora epic
from its monthlong
perch atop the box of-
fice. “Avatar: Fire and
Ash” slid to second
place with $7 million.
While The Walt Disney
Co. release is starting

to peter out domesti-
cally, it remains a top
draw overseas. It took
in $28.1 million inter-
nationally in its sixth
weekend.

“Avatar: Fire and
Ash” isn't going to
come close to the
box-office heights of
the previous two “Ava-
tar” movies. The 2009
original grossed $2.9
billion and the 2022
sequel, “The Way of
Water,” tapped out at
$2.3 billion. “Fire and
Ash” has now cleared
$1 billion internation-
ally, but its domestic
haul ($378.5 million) is
well off the pace of the
other two films.

The “Oscar bump”
that films once saw fol-
lowing nomination is
largely a thing of the

past. The lead movies
in Thursday's nomi-
nations — “Sinners”
and “One Battle After
Another” — long ago
completed their theat-
rical runs. But a hand-
ful of nominees saw
strong business.
Chloé Zhao's
“Hamnet,” nominated
for eight Oscars in-
cluding best picture,
collected $2 million
in its first weekend
of wide release. The
Shakespeare drama,
starring Jessie Buck-
ley and Paul Mescal,
has been in theaters
for two months, steadi-
ly increasing its the-
atrical footprint. It's
up to $17.6 million do-
mestically and $42.1
million worldwide.
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SEDALIA PUBLIC LIBRARY'S

) JAMIE SPARKS

| USHERS RISTORIC BUILDING

I INTO125TH YEAR

By Chris Howell | chris.howell@sedaliademocrat.com

. v /'/. / , 3

amie Sparks, Director of the Sedalia Public Library, was
born and raised in Sedalia and attended Smith-Cotton

High School.
“I went to State Fair for a couple of years, and trans-
ferred to UCM Warrensburg and got my education de-

. gree,” Sparks said. “Then I got my graduate degree from Mizzou.”

Sparks took the director position at the library on Nov. 1. 2021,
after working as a teacher and an instructional coach for the Seda-
lia 200 School District.

“I was in education for about 20 years and decided I was ready
for a change,” Sparks said. “I started here in November of 2021
and I just kind of looking for a job and I've always loved this li-
brary always have been you know a patron of this library and I had

; some library experience when I was in education but not in a public

¥ ', setting so I decided to give it a shot and so here we are.”

| Sparks admitted it took a bit to get a feel for the position, but

. knew right away it was a good match.

. “For me it's been a big learning curve, I had never worked in a
library before and I didn't quite know what I was getting into,”

Sparks said. “But I feel like I've had a lot of support with people in

the community.”

Sparks is also receiving peer support through a Missouri directors’

< \ group and has a mentor that helps her learn the many aspects of her job.

- |8 '\ “Our society is always changing, and technology needs are always
Y changing as well,” Sparks said. “But the basis for what a library pro-

vides in a community hasn't really changed; we have different pro-
grams and services based on those needs, but I feel like there's always a
purpose for the library in communities.”

Sparks works in Sedalia’s historic Carnegie Library, a Greek Revival
style building on Third Street.

“It's a very special place and well loved and respected in this community,”
~ °F Sparks said. “So it's an honor for me to get to take care of it.”

) . The building was dedicated in July of 1901 and is approaching 125 years
§ old

The library is celebrating by featuring different decades each month lead-
ing up to the anniversary.

“We have some signs that are going to be spotlighting the 125th anniversary
celebration out on the front of the lawn,” Sparks said. “You may have seen the
. flags, they'll be up as much as we can use them throughout this year to help
. people see we're celebrating.”

Sparks invites people to come in, relax and read a book as a perfect way to
disconnect with the modern world.

“We're always rushing and going and trying to get to the next spot, so the
library is kind of that sacred place for people that we really protect that time

and space here” Sparks said. “It’s a relaxing place for people, they come here

and slow down a little bit and feel at peace. It's just a quiet, peaceful, welcoming

place and there's not many places like that in our community anymore.”

\ Sparks said she also enjoys the peace found at the Sedalia Public Library, and

; praised the relationship with the City of Sedalia and most of all, the taxpayers.
“Wrapping up January, we all just paid that big bill,” Sparks said. “I hope peo-

ple see the value in where their tax money goes; that's how the library is main-

ly funded. We have an amazing board that supports our library, our staff here

is awesome, our patrons are so amazing and support us and give us good ideas

and are thankful for what the library provides them.”
Chris Howell can be reached at 660-530-0146.
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SACRED HEART CROWNS WINTER ROYALTY

Sacred Heart seniors Jaden Twenter, left, and Cassidy Bentch were named winter homecoming king and queen
during halftime of the boys basketball game on Friday, Jan. 23, at Sacred Heart High School.
PHOTO BY JACK DENEBEIM | DEMOCRAT

www.windsorlivestockauction.com

WINDSOR
LIVESTOCK

AUCTION
660-647-5444

MARKET REPORT
01/21/2026
2894 Receipts.

5% Cows.
Compared to last week
all classes of steers and
heifers sold mostly 5-15
higher. Slaughter cows
and bulls traded mostly

10-30 higher.

Steers Med & Large

Frame #
3-400 1DS. .eveeeeeieeieeieeeien $425-%601
4-500 Ibs. .... ... %420-545
5-600 Ibs. ....%410-520
6-700 Ibs. . ..8335-%477
7-800 Ibs. . ..8345-%406
8-900 IDS. .eveveeeieeiieeieeeien $300-%373

Small Frame or Fleshy
Steers & Bulls
4-700 1DS. wvvviiierieeieieiein $270-%410

Heifers Med & Large

Frame #1
3-400 1bS. evvvcrerieieeieen $420-%515
4-500 Ibs. ... ... 8375-%515
5-600 Ibs. ... ... $356-%443
6-700 Ibs. ... ... $310-%410
7-800 Ibs. ... $285-377.50
8-900 IbS. .eevvrerieeieieen $270-321

Small Frame or Fleshy

Heifers
4-700 1bS. ..oocvviiiicieiies $230-8357
Weigh Cows BulK ............... $155-8167
High Dressing .. ... $170-%191
Low Dressing ... ... 138 Back
Bulls BulK ......ccoooviiiiiiinne $185-%214

Rep Sales
17 BLK Strs 575#487.50
18 BLK Strs 590#494
20 BBWF Strs 592#497.50
16 RD Strs 594#452
17 BLK Strs 626#477
20 CHEX/RD Strs 692#401
34 MX Strs 688#448.50
LD BLK Strs 698#414
24 MX Strs 763#393
LD BLK Strs 759#387
15 BLK Strs 710#406
LD BLK Hfrs 663#401
17 BLK Hfrs 675#392.50
14 BLK Hfrs 709#372.50
2LDS BLK Hfrs 698#370

For our weekly
text alerts
text the word CATTLE to
660-647-6040

Rodney Drenon @ 660-890-4898
Jake Drenon @ 660-441-7716
Blake Drenon @ 660-351-4887

Sale Every
Wednesday 12PM

Missouri Farm Bureau Insurance
included in 2026 Forhes ranking

Missouri Farm Bureau
Insurance has been rec-
ognized on the Forbes
list of America’s Best
Insurance Companies
2026. This prestigious
award is presented
in collaboration with
Statista, the world-lead-
ing statistics portal and
industry ranking provid-
er. The award list was
announced on Sept. 16,
2025, and can be viewed
on the Forbes website.

The America’s Best In-
surance Companies 2026
ranking is based on an
independent survey of
over 18,000 U.S. citizens.
The award list has been
categorized into five
insurance types: Auto,
Homeowners, Renters,
Permanent Life, and

Term Life. The survey
considered customers’
overall recommenda-
tions, their general sat-
isfaction, their loyalty,
and the six subdimen-
sions: Advice, Customer
Service, Price/Perfor-
mance, Transparency,
Digital Services, and
Damage/Benefit Service.

For each insurance
type, the insurance com-
panies with the highest
score have been award-
ed. This prestigious rec-
ognition honors the most
trusted, innovative, and
high-performing insur-
ers across the nation.
Missouri Farm Bureau
Insurance is honored
to be recognized on the
Forbes list of America’s
Best Insurance Compa-

nies 2026.

“I am so proud of our
Missouri Farm Bureau
Insurance team and I’'m
honored they’ve once
again been recognized
by Forbes for their hard
work and dedicated ser-
vice,” said MOFB Pres-
ident Garrett Hawkins.
“It’s truly a testament
of their commitment to
serve customers and it
also highlights the val-
ue of the products they
make available to mem-
bers across the state.
Our organization’s leg-
acy dates back to 1915,
and throughout those
100-plus years, it has,
and always will be, about
our MOFB members.”

Release courtesy of
Missouri Farm Bureau.

MDC reminds hunters of changes
to the 2026 coyote hunting season

The Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation
(MDC) reminds hunters
they can now use arti-
ficial light and other
methods for an extended
period during the coyote
hunting season. Regula-
tions changes approved
by the Conservation
Commission in fall 2025

allow the use of artificial
light, night vision, and
thermal imagery equip-
ment from Jan. 1 through
Sept. 30, excluding the
prescribed spring tur-
key hunting season. The
changes took effect Jan.
1, 2026.

During this extended
period, coyotes may not

Sedalia Animal Shelter
2420 S New York Ave - Sedalia - 826-5816

American Staffordshire
Sex: Male « Weight: 62 Ibs
Age: 6Y/2M/3W « Location: Dog Holding

Adoption Fee: $85.00
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
50 Hours — Lanyard 150 Hours — Shirt
250 Hours — Water Bottle

On holidays, your hours are recorded as double!

Breed: Retriever, Black Labrador / Terrier,

Breed: Husky / Shepherd
Sex: Male « Weight: 46 Ibs
Age: 2Y/1IM/1W e« Location: Dog Holding
« Adoption Fee: $65.00

DONATIONS NEEDED

Bleach, Wet Cat Food, Purina Kitten Chow,
Paper Towels, Dawn Dish Soap, Leashes,
Grooming Supplies & Toys

Sponsored by:

_ ¢ Central Bank

be chased, pursued, or
taken during the day-
light hours from April
1 through the day prior
to the beginning of the
spring turkey hunting
season. Coyotes, except
as otherwise provided
in the Wildlife Code of
Missouri, may be taken
by hunting, and pelts
and carcasses may be
possessed, transported,
and sold in any numbers
throughout the year.

Special method re-
strictions apply during
spring turkey season,
elk season and deer sea-
son. See Allowed & Pro-
hibited methods at http://
short.mdc.mo.gov/o3H.
Any questions about
conservation area reg-
ulations and the Wildlife
Code can be directed to
local MDC staff. Find lo-
cal MDC staff by coun-
ty at http://short.mdc.
mo.gov/4ok.

Find a complete list of
Missouri’s hunting sea-
sons at http://short.mdc.
mo.gov/o3j.

Release courtesy of the
Missouri Department of
Conservation.

Missouri weather in 2025:
From hitter cold
to flash drought

Missouri farmers
faced another challeng-
ing weather year in 2025,
says University of Mis-
souri Extension state
climatologist Zachary
Leasor.

It was a year of ex-
tremes, with bitter
cold temperatures, re-
cord-breaking rain-
falls and flash drought
during critical parts of
the growing season, says
Leasor.

The year opened with
the coldest January in
more than a decade. Pre-
liminary data from the
National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administra-
tion shows the statewide
average temperature
during January and Feb-
ruary was lower than the
long-term (189S5 - 2025)
average, marking it the
state’s coldest winter
since 2020-21.

Snows and lows

Nearly all of Missou-
ri, except the northern
tier of counties, received
more snow than average
in January and February.
Many of the highest sea-
sonal snowfall totals of
20-plus inches centered
around I-70 corridor and
the metro areas.

Two blasts of cold air
dropped temperatures as
low as minus 18 degrees
Fahrenheit (Gentry
County) in January and
minus 22 F (Clay Coun-
ty) in February. Drier
conditions continued into
March, but temperatures
flipped quickly. March
was 7.5 F warmer than
average and finished
tied as the state’s eighth
warmest March on re-
cord.

Dry towet todry

By April 1, the United
States Drought Monitor
(USDM) designated ap-
proximately 72% of the
state as at least abnor-
mally dry with 23% of
state in a drought. This
was short lived, how-
ever, because the state
recorded the fourth
wettest April on record
with locations such as St.
Louis (10.8S inches) and
Springfield (13.29 inch-
es) breaking the all-time
April rainfall record.

The highest monthly
totals were in the eastern
Ozarks, with 18.02 inches
in Summersville (Texas
County). As the growing
season began in Missou-
ri, wetness continued,
with near normal precip-
itation in May followed
by two consecutive wet-
ter than average months
for the state during June
and July.

Oppressive heat, high
dew points

Temperatures through-
out late spring and sum-
mer Wwere near aver-
age, but July had some
oppressive heat, ow-
ing more to record or
near-record high July
humidity in Missouri.
According to the Nation-
al Weather Service of-
fice in Paducah, Ken., the
Cape Girardeau airport
recorded a dew point
temperature of at least
75 F for 26 consecutive
days in July, setting a
new record.

Fourth consecutive
drought during

growing season

Missouri was affect-
ed by drought in 2025,
primarily during the
second half of the grow-
ing season. This was the
fourth consecutive grow-
ing season with drought
in Missouri. While pre-
cipitation deficits from
the 2024 drought were
once again present at
the start of the calendar
year, Missouri started
off the 2025 growing sea-
son with above-average
rainfall during April,
June and July.

The state then saw a
much drier pattern be-
ginning around mid-Ju-
ly and the second half
of the growing season
featured below-average
precipitation. A flash
drought, or rapid onset
drought event, affected
almost all of the state by
the end of August.

Statewide monthly pre-
cipitation during August
(1.16 inches) marked
the state’s fourth driest
August on record, with
five consecutive dri-
er-than-average months
from August through
December. While tem-
peratures during August
were slightly cooler than
average, the statewide
temperature from Sep-
tember — November was
4 F above average, rank-
ing as the fourth warm-
est fall on record.

These warmer tem-
peratures helped to ex-
tend the growing season.
According to the U.S.
Drought Monitor, Mis-
souri reached its peak
drought severity on Oct.
14, when approximate-
ly 77% of the state was
classified as in moderate
drought (D1) or worse,
with severe (D2) and
extreme (D3) drought
conditions reported, es-
pecially in southern and
southwest Missouri.

“The timing of this
year’s drought once
again resulted in agri-
cultural drought impacts
across Missouri,” Lea-
sor said. “Depleted soil
moisture led to primarily
poor pasture conditions
during the late summer
and fall months, espe-
cially in southwestern
Missouri. Agricultural
water supply was also
negatively impacted,
with widespread reports
of ponds with low or dry
water levels. Larger
streams and rivers were
also impacted by drought
conditions.”

There were 742 com-
munity drought impact
reports submitted in
Missouri through the
Condition Monitoring
Observer Reports pro-
gram from July 1 — Nov.
15, 202S. Most impact re-
ports came from south-
ern and southwestern
Missouri. Missouri re-
corded the third driest
December on record as
drought continued into
2026. Overall, the state
finished the year 1.7 F
warmer than average,
and also drier than av-
erage (-2.9S inches).

Release courtesy of the
University of Missouri
Extension.

Like the
Sedalia Democrat
on Facehook

facebook.com/SedaliaDemocrat




Sedalia Democrat

LIVING

Tuesday, January 27,2026 | 5B

If your farm has been in
your family since Dec. 31,
1926, you can apply to have
it recognized as a Missouri
Century Farm.

The University of Missou-
ri College of Agriculture,
Food and Natural Resourc-
es, MU Extension Ag and
Environment team and Mis-
souri Farm Bureau sponsor
the program.

Applications to be recog-
nized as a 2026 Missouri
Century Farm open Feb. 1.
Deadline is May 1.

Focusing on Henry, Benton and Morgan County news.

Applications for Missouri Century Farms open February 1

To qualify, the same fami-
ly must have owned the farm
for 100 consecutive years.
The line of ownership from
the original settler or buyer
may be through children,
grandchildren, siblings and
nephews or nieces, including
through marriage or adop-
tion. The farm must be at
least 40 acres of the original
land acquisition and make a
financial contribution to the
overall farm income.

“Family farms have
shaped Missouri’s agri-

cultural heritage and ru-
ral communities for gen-
erations,” said MU Vice
Chancellor for Extension
and Engagement Chad Hig-
gins. “They contribute to
the state’s economy by pro-
ducing livestock, soybeans,
corn and other crops while
also supporting local busi-
nesses. Family farms have
also been vital partners with
MU Extension in our land-
grant mission for more than
100 years.”

“Missouri Farm Bureau is

a proud partner in the rec-
ognition of Century Farms,”
said Garrett Hawkins, Mis-
souri Farm Bureau presi-
dent. “We applaud the hard-
working farm families who
have kept us fed and clothed
for generations. They rep-
resent an important part of
our heritage and laid a foun-
dation for the bounty Amer-
icans enjoy every day.”
Since the program began
in 1976, more than 10,000
Missouri farms have re-
ceived the Century Farm

designation.

A $140 fee covers the cost
of a certificate, a metal
farm sign and booklet for
approved applicants. County
MU Extension centers pres-
ent these items.

Applications open Feb.
1, 2026. Details and online
application are at https://
muext.us/CenturyFarms.
You can also contact your
local MU Extension center
with questions.

Release courtesy of the University
of Missouri Extension.

MDG, partners to host Missouri Master Naturalist training workshops

The Missouri De-
partment of Conserva-
tion (MDC) has part-
nered with the Univer-
sity of Missouri (MU)
Extension to host a
series of weekly train-
ings this spring for the
Missouri Master Nat-
uralist program. The
Hi Lonesome Master
Naturalist Chapter in
Cole Camp will host
the workshops at var-
ious public meeting
spaces.

An initial orienta-
tion is scheduled for
Wednesday, Feb. 4 at 6

gional Library in Cole
Camp. Attendance at
the orientation is re-
quired to participate in
the full Missouri Mas-
ter Naturalist train-
ing. Training classes
will take place in and
around Cole Camp ev-
ery Wednesday from
6 — 9 p.m. beginning
Feb. 25 and running
through May 20.
Interested partici-
pants must register for
the weekly trainings by
February 14. Class size
is limited, and early
registration is encour-

be at least 18 years
old and pay a $110 fee
to the MU Extension
for chapter programs
and expenses. Register
for the orientation and
full training course at
https://pears.io/events/
mu/1938/.

A full list of class
times and locations can
be found at the link
above.

The Missouri Mas-
ter Naturalist program
mixes science with ser-
vice, engaging Missou-
rians in stewardship
of the state’s natural

ence-based education
and volunteer commu-
nity service. The pro-
gram is a partnership
between MDC and MU
Extension.
“Volunteers are crit-
ical to our work con-
necting people to na-
ture,” said MDC's Cara
Coates, Volunteer En-
gagement Specialist.
“The Master Naturalist
program is a great way
for community mem-
bers to further expand
their interest in nature
and develop skills to
educate the public.”

receive specialized
training regarding
nature in the region
where chapters are
based. Members help
MDC and conserva-
tion partners through
citizen science, educa-
tional programs, and
stewardship projects.
To become a certified
Master Naturalist,
participants must com-
plete an initial training
course and eight hours
of advanced training.
They must also contrib-
ute 40 hours of natural
resource-related volun-

local chapter.

For more informa-
tion about the Hi Lone-
some Master Natural-
ist trainings, contact
Joni Harper at rossjo@
missouri.edu or (573)
378-53S8.

Boonslick Regional
Library is located at
701 W. Main St. in Cole
Camp.

Information about
the Missouri Master
Naturalist program
is available at http://
short.mdc.mo.gov/4A4.

Release courtesy of the
Missouri Department of
Conservation.

p-m. at Boonslick Re- aged. Enrollees must resources through sci- Master Naturalists teer service through a
Morgan County Library  Tales along the trail children’s book as you walk
Winter Reading Program Until Jan. 31 at the Runge and explore. Book begins at
Runs from January 1 Conservation Center, look the trailhead across from the ,
through February 28. Open for book pages posted parking lot. No registration
to all ages, with prizes for chil-  along Runge’s Naturescape required..

dren and adults. trail and enjoy a seasonal

Heartland Hero

Grayson
Copowycz

Celebrating

John

Cramer
*Sponsored by

Missouri Land Company*

&

MOST IMPROVED -
= STUDENT ~
Lt\"‘:"l F naigen Cepeityos,

Say to Enhanced,
Expanded Drive
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Grayson Copowycz is being recognized
as a Heartland Hero for being an overall
amazing human. =

. _ _ Now available at our
He has a kind heart and an upbeat personality, consistently

using his manners with both students and teachers.

Grayson always gives his very best effort in the classroom
and during extracurricular activities, including archery.

He goes out of his way to show kindness to others and
enjoys making conversation with his peers and teachers alike.

His positive attitude, strong work ethic, and genuine
compassion make him a standout student and a true
Heartland Hero.

Warsaw location - chat
with our video teller
team in our drive
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14484 Centerline Avenue ¢ Cole Camp, MO 65325
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100 Main St, Warsaw, MO 65355 ¢ (660) 438-4388 member
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From Page 1B

“One thing I’ve always told
the kids out here is we’re going
to treat you a little bit higher
than the regular high school
student in responsibility,” Reh-
mer noted. “But you’re not quite

a college kid yet.”

Rehmer added that there are
57 career centers in Missouri,
but only four are on college
campuses. With 53 of them lo-
cated on a high school campus.

“Think about the opportuni-
ty the kids on the four college
campuses have,” Rehmer said.
“Because they’re coming to a
college campus, which is a to-
tally different setup. It gives all
kids an opportunity to better

themselves.”

The CTC program also offers
internships and entry into mili-
tary training for students.

Those parents and students in-
terested in the program should
contact their school district in
their sophomore year to partic-
ipate in the two-year program.
Testing for the program is
conducted at the beginning of
the second semester. For more
information, visit www.sfccmo.
edu or call CTC at 660-530-

5806.

Faith Bemiss-McKinney can
be reached at faith.bemiss@

sedaliademocrat

1§ L.

\

Automotive Technology is taught as one of the career fields in the Career and Technology program at State Fair Community College.
Currently, 10 school districts participate in the program along with three private and parochial schools.

PHOTO COURTESY OF STATE FAIR COMMUNITY COLLEGE

UCM

From Page 1B

Whether they’re stop-
ping into the event for
30 minutes or the whole
four hours, Rutt said
seeing students take
the time out of their
busy schedules to be
in service to others is
not only humbling, but
incredibly important to
the greater good of the
community.

“It’s important for
our students to be able
to have a chance to give
back to others,” Rutt

said. “It’s important
that the students (ar-
en’t) just perceived as,
‘I’'m a taker,’ but ‘I can
be a giver and I can
help somebody else.

No matter a person’s
age, vocation, educa-
tion or background,
Rutt said having a
heart to serve the
community knows no
limits. Sharing King’s
message of coming
together to selflessly
serve others in acces-
sible ways with these
students every year is
what Rutt said makes
these service days so
special.

)

“MLK asks the ques-
tion, ‘What are you
doing for your com-
munity?’ And I think
that, regardless of our
state in life, we can all
give back,” Rutt said.
“I think we’re concen-
trating so much on all
(our) differences and
disagreements that
we (don’t) realize how
much common good we
could be doing if we
(gave) back. So, I think
that’s a good question
(King) asked- what
are you doing to give
back?”

Hasina Shah can be
reached at 660-747-8123.

LLC

Dutch Bakery}/;,

& Bulk Food Store,

709 Hwy 50 W; Tipton, Mo 65081
phone #: (660)433-2865

DELI SPECIALS!

Deli Pepperoni

Reg. $7.29 Ib. Sale! $6.29 |b.

Lacey Baby Swiss Cheese

Reg. $5.29 Ib. Sale! $4.29 |b.

%od@es E Canned Mﬁ{.

Homemade Noodles

140z & 280z Canned Meats
(Beef, Chicken, Pork, Turkey)
Canned Broths & Broth Mixes

Canned Soups

Sale

unsliced 61b rolls

Marble, Colby, Muenster,
Pepper Jack, Lightning Jack

$19.95 each
5 or more $18.95

50Ib Roadrunner
Ice Melt 22.95 ea.

20Ib Paw Pal
Pet Friendly
9.95 ea.

“Winter Hours: Monday-Friday 7am-6pm
Sat 7am-5:30pm CLOSED SUNDAY

107
off /

ﬁw
Sunflower Seeds .‘&\‘,

$26.99 / 50 1b. bag e

Judge weighing whether to allow April
votes on new MO property tax caps

By Rudi Keller
Missouri Independent

While the Kansas City
Chiefs are leaving Mis-
souri and won’t use the
incentives lawmakers
created for them last
summer, the question of
whether other tax cred-
its and property tax caps
included in the legisla-
tion will be used by any-
one remains undecided.

Cole County Circuit
Judge Christopher Lim-
baugh after a hearing on
Wednesday promised he
would rule by Feb. 10 on
whether to issue a pre-
liminary injunction to
block elections on prop-
erty tax caps that must
be held in April in 97
counties.

A second hearing in
the case, originally filed
by two taxpayers, six
school districts and a
fire district, will be held
next week as attorneys
for the plaintiffs seek a
summary judgment in
their favor.

And in a Jan. 16 de-
cision certain to be
appealed, Limbaugh
denied standing — the
right to sue — and dis-
missed a case brought
by two lawmakers and a
conservative activist ar-
guing the wide-ranging
legislation violated pro-
cedural rules for passing
bills.

The bill approved by
lawmakers in a June
special session offered
up to $1.5 billion in in-
centives to keep the

Kansas City Chiefs and
Royals in Missouri. It
also expanded a pro-
gram of tax credits as
an incentive for major
amateur sports competi-
tions, offered tax credits
for disaster relief and
set the property tax caps
in 97 of the state’s 114
counties.

In 75 counties, voter
approval would limit
future increases in tax
property tax bills to 5%
or the rate of inflation,
whichever is greater.
For 22 counties, voter
approval would mean
individual property tax
bills could not increase.

The tax base would
be reset when a proper-
ty changes hands. The
caps allow tax bills to in-
crease when a new or in-
creased tax is approved
by voters.

Feb. 10 is a key date
because that is when
April ballots must be
certified by local elec-
tion authorities. Twen-
ty-seven counties joined
the lawsuit after it was
filed, arguing that the
cost of the election is an
unfunded mandate that
violates the Missouri
Constitution.

Attorney Jim Layton,
who represents several
of the original plaintiffs,
said Limbaugh must de-
cide whether the proper-
ty tax caps are improp-
erly passed special laws
or violate constitutional
provisions requiring
uniformity in taxation
and equal rights.

Lawmakers opted
their counties into the
legislation during a
late-night floor session,
deciding what level of
relief they wanted for
their area. Many of the
state’s largest counties
were excluded, leaving
Boone, Greene, Jackson,
St. Louis County and the
city of St. Louis out of
the law.

“There’s no rational
basis for the lines that it
drew, or for designating
some counties, partic-
ular counties, as 0% or
S% or unaffected coun-
ties,” Layton said in an
interview with The In-
dependent.

The state is defend-
ing the law by saying
it will provide cover to
local assessors who have
been reluctant to bring
property values up to the
current market because
of its impact on tax bills,
Layton said.

Neither the original
plaintiffs nor the inter-
vening counties chal-
lenging the tax caps
are asking Limbaugh
to throw out the entire
law. That was the goal
of the lawsuit that was
dismissed Jan. 16, filed
by state Sen. Mike Moon,
a Republican from Ash
Grove, and state Rep.
Bryant Wolfin, a Repub-
lican from Ste. Gene-
vieve, and Ron Calzone,
a conservative activist
who has challenged sev-
eral laws for violating
procedural rules in the
Missouri Constitution.
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Salsa Jack Cheese
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Pineapple Orange
Juice Drink
50¢ 8oz
$5.75cs 12

Milk Chocolate
Covered Pretzels

$1.751

Uncooked Spicy
Chicken Breast Filet

$6.99 3.

Beef Sausage

Coco June Unsweetened

COUNTRY STORE',

Monday - Saturday

8am - 5pm

18268 Kelsay Road ¢ Barnett, MO ¢ 573-378-4395

Friday
8am - 6pm

BonusiSpecial! Troyer Cheese SALE
Medium Brown B
Mini Horns approx 6Lb
Eggs 52.49
2.99 1% doz. Pepper Jack, Colby, Morbie
Flavored Breaded Sliced Honey
Pork Loins Shrimp Ham
$2.50 18.4 0z.
$3.69 2720z *2.99 L 1251
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Snack Pleces - u"y COOked Cthken D I
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Sale Prices Good Through January 28 - February 3™, while supply lasts Honey Bunches of Oats w/ Almonds SALE ®4.45 b,

Check out our pallet areas for even larger savings on case quantities. $1.99 12 oz. Smoked Swiss Cheese
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BY DEAN YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL
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A LONG DAY AT WORK, HONEY 13§

GOODNESS! WHAT DID HE SAY
_ THAT WAS S

O INSPIRING?
|

HE DIDN'T SAY ANYTHING. HE
ACTUALLY GAVE ME

www.Blondie.com
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WHERE DIP
BEETLE GO?

TO GET HIS
CANTEEN BACK
AT CAM

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

BY CHRIS BROWNE

YOU UAVE MorE
MONEY TUAN
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ANDIF TMLATE, TLL
JUST ZIP-LINE STRAIGHT
TOTHE VAN!

HI AND LOIS
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ONE UUNDRED
POUNDS OF GOLD
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WHAT
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By Bil Keane
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“I'm three and | won’t be four ’til
my little finger stands up.”
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MO cannahis growers fined for hreaking ‘immaculate conception’ rule

By Rebecca Rivas
Missouri Independent

At least seven marijuana cul-
tivation facilities in Missouri
have been fined over the last
year for breaking what’s known
in the industry as the “immacu-
late conception rule.”

Marijuana can’t pass over
state lines because it’s still fed-
erally illegal, and state law man-
dates that all marijuana must be
grown within the state.

However, there is one year
after a licensee passes a com-
mencement inspection when the
state essentially closes its eyes
and puts its hands over its ears
on how a cultivation facility
starts its inventory.

It’s called the immaculate

conception rule, and six facil-
ities were fined up to $500,000
from breaking it last year.

A spokesperson for the Mis-
souri Division of Cannabis Reg-
ulation said regulators “discov-
ered some licensees believed
they were permitted to bring in
clones or tissue cultures as well
as seeds on an ongoing basis.
However, this practice is a vi-
olation of seed-to-sale tracking
regulations.”

To keep up with customers’
preferences and demand, these
companies had been bringing in
clones, or starter plants, and tis-
sue cultures, which is a form of
in-vitro propagation, of popular
plant varieties from other states

“In lieu of penalties or oth-
er enforcement action, these

violations were resolved for
amounts ranging from $50,000
to $500,000, depending on the
circumstances,” said Lisa Cox,
spokeswoman for the Missou-
ri Department of Health and
Senior Services, which over-
sees the cannabis regulation
division.

The licensees that saw the
biggest fines are major players
in other states as well, includ-
ing the companies behind Good
Day Farm and High Profile.

The combined fee for four
cultivation licenses represent-
ing Good Day Farm and Codes,
which share management, was
$347,495. The facilities are lo-
cated in Columbia, Carrollton
and Chaffee.

For High Profile, it was

$500,000 at its O’Fallon culti-
vation facility.

Two smaller -cultivators
also saw fines of $20,000 and
$50,000.

None of the licensees who
were fined by the state re-
turned The Independent’s re-
quest for comment.

The ‘mother plant’

Cultivation facilities in Mis-
souri are approved to grow
marijuana plants, and the har-
vest is sent to a manufacturing
facility that then makes pre-
rolls, edibles and other prod-
ucts.

Oftentimes, cultivators will
develop “a mother plant” to
collect clones, or cuttings, from
the plant and put those into

their own pots. Those are ge-
netically identical to the plant
that they’re cut from.

But where does the mother
plant come from?

For a facility’s first year, the
“rules and law are silent on
how that occurs,” Cox said.

After that, the facilities can
ask the state for permission
to bring in seeds for “ongoing
inventory needs,” she said, or
get clones from other licensed
cultivators located in Missouri.

But the state fined sever-
al licensees last year for not
sticking to those rules, sending
a clear message to all Missouri
companies that they have to
grow plants from seed or get
starter plants from their com-
petitors.
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As Al-generated fake content mars legal cases, states want guardrails

By Madyson Fitzgerald
Stateline

Last spring, Illinois
county judge Jeffrey
Goffinet noticed some-
thing startling: A legal
brief filed in his court-
room cited a case that
did not exist.

Goffinet, an associate
judge in Williamson
County, looked through
two legal research sys-
tems and then headed to
the courthouse library
— a place he hadn’t
visited in years — to
consult the book that
purportedly listed the
case. The case wasn’t
in it.

The fake case, gen-
erated by artificial in-
telligence, came across
Goffinet’s desk just a
few months after the II-
linois Supreme Court’s
policy on the use of
Al in the courts took
effect. Goffinet co-
chaired a task force
that informed that poli-
cy, which allows the use
of AI as long as it com-
plies with existing legal
and ethical standards.

“People are going to
use [AI], and the courts
are not going to be able
to be a dam across a riv-
er that’s already flow-
ing at flood capacity,”
Goffinet said. “We have
to learn how to coexist
with it.”

As more false quotes,
fake court cases and in-
correct information ap-
pear in legal documents
generated by Al, state
bar associations, state
court systems and na-
tional law organizations
are issuing guidance on
its use in the legal field.
A handful of states are
considering or enacting
legislation to address
the issue, and many
courts and profession-
al associations are fo-
cused on education for
attorneys.

From divorce cas-
es to discrimination
lawsuits, AI-generat-
ed fake content can
cause evidence to be
dismissed and motions
to be denied.

While some states
urge attorneys to lean

on existing guidance
about accuracy and
transparency, the new
policies address AI
concerns related to
confidentiality, compe-
tency and costs. Most
policies and opinions
encourage attorneys
to educate themselves
and to use proprietary
Al tools that prevent
sensitive data from be-
ing entered into open
source systems. Since
AT tools could also in-
crease efficiency, sev-
eral policies advise at-
torneys to charge less
if they spend less time
on cases.

Some states, such as
Ohio, also ban the use
of artificial intelligence
for certain legal tasks.
In Ohio, courts are pro-
hibited from using AI to
translate legal forms,
court orders and sim-
ilar content that may
affect the outcome of
a case.

Several states have
also advised legal pro-
fessionals to adhere to
the American Bar As-
sociation’s formal opin-
ion of ethical AI use in
law.

Artificial intelligence
can help attorneys and
law firms by automat-
ing administrative
tasks, analyzing con-
tracts and organizing
documents. Generative
AT can also be used to
draft legal documents,
including court briefs.
Experts say the use of
Al productivity tools
can save legal profes-
sionals time and reduce
the risk of human error
in everyday tasks.

But law profession-
als nationwide have
faced fines and license
suspensions, among
other consequences,
for submitting legal
documents citing false
quotes, cases or infor-
mation.

Many legal profes-
sionals are likely to
not notice instances in
which an AI system is
“hallucinating,” or con-
fidently making state-
ments that are not true,
said Rabihah Butler,
the manager for enter-

prise content for Risk,
Fraud and Government
at the Thomson Reuters
Institute. The institute
is aresearch subsidiary
of the Thomson Reuters
company, which sells
an Al system meant to
help lawyers.

Courts and law or-
ganizations will need
to consider education,
sanctions and punitive
actions to ensure law
professionals are using
Al appropriately, But-
ler said.

“AI has such confi-
dence, and it can ap-
pear so polished, that if
you’re not paying atten-
tion and doing your due
diligence, the halluci-
nation is being treated
as a factual piece of
information,” she said.

Since the beginning
of 2025, there have
been 518 documented
cases in which gener-
ative AI produced hal-
lucinated content used
in U.S. courts, accord-
ing to a database by
Damien Charlotin, a se-
nior research fellow at
the HEC Paris business
school.

“So far, if we’re look-
ing at the institutional
response, there’s not a
lot because people are
not very sure how to
handle this kind of is-
sue,” Charlotin said.
“Everyone is aware that
some lawyers are using
artificial intelligence in
their day-to-day work.
Most people are aware
that the technology is
not very mature. But
it’s still hard to prevent
a mistake.”

State guidance

As of Jan. 23, state
bar associations or sim-
ilar entities have issued
formal guidance on the
use of AI in at least 10
states and the District
of Columbia, typically
in the form of an ethics
opinion. Those aren’t
enforceable as law, but
spell out proper con-
duct.

In February, for ex-
ample, the Professional
Ethics Committee for
the State Bar of Texas
issued an ethics opin-

ion that outlines issues
that may arise from law
professionals using Al
Texas lawyers should
have a basic under-
standing of generative
Al tools and guardrails
to protect client confi-
dentiality, it said. They
should also verify any
content generated by
AI and refrain from
charging clients for the
time saved by using Al
tools.

Legal professionals
must be aware of their
own competency with
Al tools, said Brad
Johnson, the executive
director of the Texas
Center for Legal Ethics.

“A really important
takeaway from the
opinion is that if a law-
yer is considering us-
ing a generative Al tool
in the practice of law,
the lawyer has to have
a reasonable and cur-
rent understanding of
the technology because
only then can a lawyer
really evaluate the risks
that are associated with
it,” he said.

Court systems in at
least 11 states — Ar-
izona, Arkansas, Cal-
ifornia, Connecticut,
Delaware, Illinois,
New York, Ohio, South
Carolina, Vermont and
Virginia — have estab-
lished policies or issued
rules of conduct regard-
ing AI use by law pro-
fessionals.

Illinois, for instance,
allows lawyers to use
artificial intelligence
and does not require
disclosure. The policy
also emphasizes that
judges will ultimately
be responsible for their
decisions, regardless of
“technological advance-
ments.”

“The task force want-
ed to emphasize that as
judges, what we bring to
the table is our human-
ity,” said Goffinet, the
associate judge. “And
we cannot abdicate our
humanity in favor of an
Al-generated decision
or opinion.”

Some state lawmak-
ers have tried to ad-
dress the issue through
legislation. Last year,

Louisiana Republican
Gov. Jeff Landry signed
a measure that requires
attorneys to use ‘“rea-
sonable diligence” to
verify the authenticity
of evidence, including
content generated by
artificial intelligence.
The law also allows
parties in civil cases
to raise concerns about
the admissibility of ev-
idence if they suspect
it was generated or al-
tered by artificial intel-
ligence.

California Democrat-
ic state Sen. Tom Um-
berg also introduced
legislation last year
that would require at-
torneys to ensure con-
fidential information is
not entered into a public
generative Al system.
The measure, which
was approved by the
Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee last week, also
would require attorneys
to ensure that reason-
able steps are taken to
verify the accuracy of
generative Al material.

Attorney education

It’s also important
for state bar associa-
tions and law schools
to provide education on
artificial intelligence,
said Michael Hensley,
a counsel at FBT Gib-
bons and an advocate
for the safe use of Al
in California courts. AI
has the ability to reduce
research time just like
online legal research
systems, but it requires
training, he said.

“I would hope the
state bar would have
training for this,” Hens-
ley said. “And I think
it’s absolutely imper-
ative that law schools
have a session on AI.”

In a Bloomberg Law
survey conducted last
spring, 51% of the more
than 750 respondents
said their law firms
purchased or invested
in generative artificial
intelligence tools. An-
other 21% said they
planned to purchase Al
tools within the next
year. Attorneys report-
ed using generative Al
for general legal re-

search, drafting com-
munications, summa-
rizing legal narratives,
reviewing legal docu-
ments and other work.

Of the law firms that
were not using genera-
tive AI, attorneys cited
incorrect or unreliable
output, ethical issues,
security risks and data
privacy as the top rea-
sons.

While attorneys and
law firms have become
more comfortable with
AI tools, courts have
been more apprehen-
sive, said Diane Robin-
son, a principal court
research associate at
the National Center for
State Courts. Robinson
is also project director
at the Thomson Reu-
ters Institute/NCSC AI
Policy Consortium for
Law and Courts, an as-
sociation of legal practi-
tioners and researchers
developing guidance
and resources for the
use of Al in courts.

AT has the potential to
improve case process-
ing and can allow peo-
ple needing legal advice
to find information by
using AI chatbots, she
said. But, she added,
courts are still strug-
gling with evidence al-
tered by AI and briefs
littered with hallucina-
tions.

“Fake evidence is
nothing new,” Robinson
said. “People have been
altering photographs as
long as there were pho-
tographs. But with AI,
the ability to create vid-
eos, audio and pictures
has become very easy,
and courts are really
struggling with it.”

Charlotin, of HEC
Paris, said most courts
and professional asso-
ciations will continue
to focus on education
right now.

“You cannot prevent
a mistake just by tell-
ing people, ‘Don’t make
a mistake,”” Charlotin
said. “That doesn’t
work. It’s more about
setting up processes to
make people aware of
it, then they can set up
processes to work on
dealing with it.”

MO Supreme Court strikes down law on hallot title cases, special appeal

By Rudi Keller
Missouri Independent

The Missouri Su-
preme Court on Friday
threw out a law passed
last year that was de-
signed to keep politi-
cians in control of writ-
ing ballot summaries
and give the attorney
general extraordinary
appeal power.

The bill was changed
too much during its
path through the Gen-
eral Assembly, Chief
Justice W. Brent Pow-
ell wrote in the unan-
imous opinion. The
changes, he wrote,
violated the Missouri
Constitution’s require-
ment that amendments
should not change the
original purpose of leg-
islation.

The original bill con-
tained one section in-
tended to prevent the
courts from rewriting
ballot language for
measures referred to
voters by the Gener-
al Assembly. By the
time it was passed, it
changed five sections
of state law, complete-
ly revising the process
for court challenges to

ballot summaries and
granting the attorney
general authority to
appeal preliminary in-
junctions preventing
enforcement of state
laws or regulations in
any field.

In arguments on
Jan.7, Deputy Solicitor
General Samuel Freed-
lund tried to convince
the judges that chang-
es to how ballot sum-
mary cases are man-
aged are germane to
the attorney general’s
appeal power because
the bill, from the start,
was designed to amend
the process for judicial
review of state laws.

“This argument
stretches the bound-
aries of logic,” Powell
wrote.

The court considered
allowing the changes
to ballot title cases to
remain in effect, which
was the result when
Cole County Circuit
Judge Danel Green
ruled in September.
Green found that the
original purpose of the
bill had not been im-
properly changed but
there was no legal ba-
sis for allowing the at-

torney general’s office
to have special appeal
power.

The Supreme Court
considered whether the
bill would have passed
absent the provisions
for the attorney gener-
al, Powell wrote.

“While it remains
possible the General
Assembly would have
passed (the law) with-
out the amendment...
this mere possibili-
ty is not enough for
this court to save the
non-offending pro-
visions (the law),” he
wrote.

The decision restates
what lawmakers should
have known when they
passed the bill because
what is and is not al-
lowed procedurally has
been argued repeated-
ly in court, attorney
Chuck Hatfield said.

Hatfield represented
Sean Nicholson, who
sued in part because
the new ballot sum-
mary process is more
expensive and creates
delays for ballot ini-
tiatives

“Every few years, the
Supreme Court needs
to remind the Legisla-
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ture that they have to
follow the procedural
requirements of the
Constitution when they
pass a bill,” Hatfield
said. “It’s not that hard.
They need to vote on
things separately.”

The ballot summary
provisions of the law
were written to take re-
visions out of the hands
of the courts. In law-
suits during 2023 and
early 2024, the courts
rewrote the language
for the abortion rights
initiative petition, find-
ing the original version
written by then-Secre-
tary of State Jay Ash-
croft “replete with po-
litically partisan lan-
guage.”

Instead of a judge
making changes when
summaries are deemed
unfair or biased, the
law gave the secretary
of state three chances
to make revisions.

The law was used last
year during a challenge
to the summary of a
proposal to reinstate
Missouri’s almost-total
ban on abortions. Cole
County Circuit Judge
Daniel Green approved
a summary from Sec-
retary of State Denny
Hoskins after rejecting
two previous versions,
but that decision was
overturned at the West-
ern District Court of
Appeals, which issued
its own revision.

By throwing out the
law, the judges put
revisions to a refer-
endum on Missouri’s

gerrymandered redis-
tricting plan into the
hands of Cole County
Circuit Judge Brian
Stumpe. Hoskins has
already admitted in
court through his at-
torneys that the ballot
summary “is close to
the line of being inher-
ently argumentative.”

In the effort to save
the law, Freedlund
during oral arguments
asked the court to re-
ject the lawsuit en-
tirely. Nicholson is not
working for any initia-
tive campaign engaged
in litigation over a bal-
lot title and therefore
had no injury, he con-
tended.

And there is no stand-
ing, or right to sue, for
anyone to challenge the
appeal power because
it involved no new ex-
pense for the state, he
argued.

The court did not
address the first argu-
ment and rejected the
second. While in many
cases a challenge could
not be sustained if the
only expense is for
state employees who
would be paid a sala-
ry anyway, this case

is different, Powell
wrote.
Lawmakers add-

ed the appeal power
to the bill specifically
to allow the attorney
general to challenge a
preliminary injunction
in the court battle over
abortion rights playing
out in Kansas City.
Planned Parenthood

power for AG

and the ACLU of Mis-
souri are suing the
state over laws and reg-
ulations that prevented
Missourians from im-
mediately accessing
abortion following the
passage of an abortion
rights amendment in
2024.

Jackson County
Judge Jerri Zhang
found some of the reg-
ulations to be unconsti-
tutional under the new
abortion rights law and
issued two preliminary
injunctions.

Immediately after
the bill was signed,
Bailey used the new
authority to file appeals
that were ultimately
unsuccessful. Those
filings, Powell wrote,
are a use of state funds
that would not have
been made absent the
new legal authority.

“In connection with
the attorney general’s
appeal of a preliminary
injunction filed after
passage of (the law),
tax dollars necessarily
have been spent on the
pursuit of that appeal
when no appeal was
previously allowed,”
Powell wrote. “This
expenditure establish-
es taxpayer spending.”

The decision helps
clarify when a lawsuit
challenging a new law
or regulation can be
filed, Hatfield said.

“That’s somewhat
helpful,” he said, “to
those of us who wor-
ry about this kind of
thing.”
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Place Your Classified Ads at SedaliaDemocrat.com or email classifieds@sedaliademocrat.com

OFFICE HOURS
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm (Closed Saturday & Sunday)

Errors must be reported immediately. The Sedalia Democrat will
only be responsible for errors the first day the ad runs.

ﬁm&& Ext. 1497

AGRI-BUSINESS
Land/Pasture

Nv{ ¢ Ext. 1504

Contact Us Today to Place Your Classified Ads!

SERVICES
Miscellaneous

CROPLAND FOR RENT
The Missouri Department of
Conservation will accept cash
rent bid proposals to farm 2
tracts, approximately 240 acres
of cropland each, on the Lamine
River Conservation Area, ap-
proximately 12 miles west of
Tipton, MO. Proposals will be
accepted until 2 p.m., February
16, 2026. For additional informa-
tion and proposal forms con-
tact: Frank Drummond, MDC, 410
W Buchanan, California, Missou-
ri, 65018, Phone (573) 796-0286
Ext. 4283 between 8:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day.
2x-1/23, 27, 2026

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Notices

PLEASE READ YOUR ad carefully
for accuracy. The classified
advertising staff makes every
effort to print your ad correctly.
However, if an error is made in
your ad, it must be reported
immediately. We will only be
responsible for errors the first
time your ad runs. Call Mon.-Fri.,
8:00am-5:00pm 660-826-1000; fax
to 660-826-2413.

MERCHANDISE
Lawn & Garden

LEAF VACUUMING
& CLEAN-UP
Also gutter cleaning
& junk hauling.
Call Mike, 660-596-5225.
Leave message

and Thanks.

REAL ESTATE RENTALS
Apartments

APARTMENTS FOR RENT: 1 & 2
bedroom, references required,
660-473-2885, call or text.

THE NICEST, all one level, 2-3
bedroom 2 bath Twin homes
with garages in the area. West-
side location, near medical,
shopping & College. Fully ap-
pointed kitchens, with all appli-
ances, including washers/dry-
ers, security systems, walk out
back patios and garages with
auto garage door openers. Call
660-619-0384

See us on Face book at

Ensign Properties.

REAL ESTATE SALES
Homes For Sale

FULL BRICK CUSTOM home of-
fering 4-bedrooms, 31/2 baths,
and 2,340 sq ft on six partially
wooded acres, five miles north
of Sedalia. Features hardwood,
carpet, and tile flooring, two gas
log fireplaces, oversized two-car
garage. Newer roof, refrigerator
and water heater. $450,000.
25675 Tangle Nook Run, Sedalia.
Call 660-287-1674 or 660-287-6166
to schedule a tour.

Wanted For Sale

WE BUY HOUSES/LAND,

-Any Condition

-Any Situation

-No Repairs, no agents or fees
We buy houses and land
directly with cash or flexible
terms. Inherited property? Va-
cant? Behind on payments?
Tired Landlord?

-Fast, fair offers

-Close on your timeline
-Simple, stress-free process
Call or text: 660-281-9268.

NEED HOME IMPROVEMENTS?
We're looking for jobs. Siding,
decks, seamless gutters, room
additions. All kinds of bathroom,
walk-in showers, and walk-in
tubs. All kinds of remodel. Fair
prices. Call Walt 660-723-5597.

Legal Notice

Invitation to Bid-
Sedalia School District #200
The Sedalia School District is
seeking sealed bids for the
construction of two additional
parking areas on the Smith-
Cotton High School campus.
The District will provide engi-
neered plans, which the suc-
cessful bidder must follow in
accordance with the project
scope.

Bidders may view the site and
review the plans by contacting
Richie Simons at simonsrichie
@sedalia200.0rg.

Sealed bids will be received at
the District Office, located at
2806 Matthew Drive, Sedalia,
MO, until 1:00 p.m. on Thurs-
day, February 12, 2026.

The Sedalia School District
reserves the right to reject any
or all bids.

2x-1/20, 27, 2026

NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE'S SALE

For default in payment of debt
and performance of obligations
described in and secured by
Deed of Trust executed by
Atlas Capital and Asset Man-
agement LLC, a Missouri limi-
ted liability company, dated July
29, 2025 and recorded July 31,
2025, as Instrument Number
2025-3732, in the Office of the
Recorder of Deeds for Pettis
County, Missouri, the under-
signed Trustee, at the request
of the legal holder of the debt,
who has elected to declare the
entire debt due and payable,
will, on Friday, February 6,
2026, between the hours of 9
AM. and 5 P.M., (at the
specific time of 2:00 P.M.) at
the West Front Door of the
Courthouse, City of Sedalia,
County of Pettis, State of
Missouri, sell at public vendue
to the highest bidder, for cash,
the real estate described in said
Deed of Trust, to-wit:
The North half of Lots 7, 8, and
9, in Block 6 of MARTHA E.
MARTIN AND SARAH E. COT-
TON'S FOURTH ADDITION
TO THE CITY OF SEDALIA,
Pettis County, Missouri, accord-
ing to the recorded plat thereof
to satisfy said debt and costs.

McElligott Ewan & Hall, P.C.

Trustee

4x-1/13, 20, 27, 2/3, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
PETTIS COUNTY, MISSOURI -
PROBATE DIVISION
LILY-ANN MARIE DURLAND,
Minor
25PT-PR00223
NOTICE UPON ORDER FOR
SERVICE BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF MISSOURI TO
RESPONDENT: TRISTAN
DURLAND, respondent natural

father.

You are notified that an action
has been commenced against
you in the Circuit Court of Pettis
County, Missouri, the object
and general nature of which is:
PETITION FOR APPOINT-
MENT OF CO-GUARDIANS
OF MINOR.

The name and address of the
attorney for  petitioner is:
JAMES A. WAITS, WAITS &
BROWNLEE, 401 W. 89TH
STREET, KANSAS CITY, MIS-
SOURI 64114,

You are further notified that,
unless you file an answer or
other pleading or shall other-
wise appear and defend
against the aforesaid petition
within 45 days after January 13,
2026, the date of first publica-
tion of this notice, a decision
that is adverse to your interests
may be entered and judgment
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Legal Notice

Legal Notice

DEADLINES
Tuesday and Friday: Day before at 2pm

660-826-1000

Fax: 660-826-2413

All legals, auctions & bordered ads deadline 24 hours prior to above deadlines.

Legal Notice

may be taken.

It is ordered that a copy hereof
be published according to law
in Sedalia Democrat, a news-

paper of general circulation
published in Pettis County,
Missouri.

CIRCUIT COURT OF
PETTIS COUNTY, MISSOURI
DATE: 1-8-2026
By: Susan Sadler,
Circuit Clerk
By: /s/Darla Ebeling,
Deputy Clerk
4x-1/13, 20, 27, 2/3, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
PETTIS COUNTY, MISSOURI
PROBATE DIVISION
Estate No.: 26PT-PR00011
LILLIAN VIRGINIA MARTIN,
DECEASED.
NOTICE OF HEARING
PETITION FOR
DETERMINATION OF
HEIRSHIP
To all persons who claim any
interest in the property of Lillian
Virginia Martin, deceased, as
an heir of said decedent or
through any heir of said

decedent:
You are hereby notified that a
petition has been filed in the
above court by Virgina Sue
Martin and John Henry Martin,
for the determination of the
heirs of Lillian Sue Martin,
deceased, and of their respec-
tive interests as such heirs in
and with respect to the follow-
ing described property owned
by said decedent at the time of
death, to-wit:
Life Insurance Policy with Jack-
son National Life Insurance
Company
Petitioners' attorneys are Jeff
Dull, whose business address
is 600 S. Ohio Ave., Sedalia,
MO 65301, and Christopher
Spangler, whose business ad-
dress is 512 S. Ohio Ave.,
Sedalia, MO 65301.
You are hereby required to
appear to answer said petition
on February 24, 2026, at 3:00
o'clock p.m., in the Probate
Division of the Circuit Court of
Pettis County, Missouri, at
Sedalia, at which time and
place said petition will be
heard. Should you fail therein,
judgment may be entered in
due course upon said petition
Susan Sadler,
Circuit Clerk
By: /s/Darla Ebeling,
Deputy Clerk
4x-1/27, 2/3, 10, 17, 2026

TRUSTEE'S SALE
IN RE: Jordan Quick and Erica
Quick, Husband and Wife as
Joint Tenants with Right of
Survivorship Trustee's Sale:
For default in payment of debt
and performance of obligation
secured by Deed of Trust
executed by Jordan Quick and
Erica Quick, Husband and Wife
as Joint Tenants with Right of
Survivorship dated January 26,
2023 and recorded in the Office
of the Recorder of Deeds of
Pettis County, Missouri as
Document Number 2023-0364
the undersigned Successor
Trustee, at the request of the
legal holder of said Note will on
Friday, January 30, 2026 be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m., (at the specific
time of 2:15 PM), at the West
Front Door of the Court House,
City of Sedalia, County of
Pettis, State of Missouri, sell at
public vendue to the highest
bidder for cash the following
described real estate, descri-
bed in said Deed of Trust, and
situated in Pettis County, State
of Missouri, to wit:
LOT FIVE (5) IN TAYLOR'S
SUBDIVISION OF BLOCK "E"
OF ARLINGTON HEIGHTS
ADDITION TO THE CITY OF
SEDALIA, MISSOURI.
to satisfy said debt and cost.
MILLSAP & SINGER, P.C.,
Successor Trustee
612 Spirit Drive
St. Louis, MO 63005
(636) 537-0110
File No:
227982.013026.464830 FC

Notice

Pursuant to the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act, 15
U.S.C. 81692c(b), no informa-
tion concerning the collection of
this debt may be given without
the prior consent of the con-
sumer given directly to the debt
collector or the express permis-
sion of a court of competent
jurisdiction. The debt collector
is attempting to collect a debt
and any information obtained
will be used for that purpose.
4x-1/6, 13, 20, 27, 2026

Request for Proposal
The Sedalia School District 200
of Sedalia, Missouri is seeking
proposals for consulting serv-
ices on the Protecting Youth
Education: Secure Sedalia
Schools Project, for which the
district has secured School
Violence Prevention Program
funding through the Department
of Justice's COPS OFFICE.
Proposals will be accepted for a
Comprehensive School Safety
Assessment.
Minimum requirements include
previous experience in Com-
prehensive School Safety As-
sessments on similar state/fed-
erally funded projects as appli-
cable. Assessment should in-
clude a physical review of the
safety and security of all district
buildings, a review of the
district's safety and security
policies and procedures, and
proposed cost.
Please submit a proposal to the
Sedalia School District 200 at
2806 Matthew Drive, Sedalia,
MO 65301 by February 10th at
1:00pm. Please include the
firm's name and contact infor-
mation, as well as "Request for
Proposal for the Sedalia School
District 200".
The district reserves the right to
accept or reject any and all
proposals and to waive any
formalities or technicalities if
deemed in the best interest of
the district.
All interested should contact
Mikala Walton, Grant Writer,
between the hours of 8:00am-
4:30pm, Monday- Friday at
660-829-6450 or waltonm
@sedalia200.org for any ques-
tions.
2x-1/27, 2/3, 2026

TRUSTEE'S SALE
IN RE: Kindle Turner, a single
person Trustee's Sale:
For default in payment of debt
and performance of obligation
secured by Deed of Trust
executed by Kindle Turner, a
single person dated June 7,
2024 and recorded in the Office
of the Recorder of Deeds of
Pettis County, Missouri as
Document # 2024-2459 the
undersigned Successor Trust-
ee, at the request of the legal
holder of said Note will on
Friday, February 6, 2026 be-
tween the hours of 9:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m., (at the specific
time of 2:15 PM), at the West
Front Door of the Court House,
City of Sedalia, County of
Pettis, State of Missouri, sell at
public vendue to the highest
bidder for cash the following
described real estate, descri-
bed in said Deed of Trust, and
situated in Pettis County, State
of Missouri, to wit:
LOT NUMBER FIVE (5) AND
THE WEST HALF OF LOT
NUMBER SIX (6) IN BLOCK
NUMBER THREE (3) OF ROB-
BINS' ADDITION TO THE CITY
OF SEDALIA, MISSOURI.=
to satisfy said debt and cost.
MILLSAP & SINGER, P.C.,
Successor Trustee
612 Spirit Drive
St. Louis, MO 63005
(636) 537-0110
File No:
229591.020626.461888 FC

Notice

Pursuant to the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act, 15
U.S.C. 81692c(b), no informa-
tion concerning the collection of
this debt may be given without
the prior consent of the con-
sumer given directly to the debt
collector or the express permis-
sion of a court of competent
jurisdiction. The debt collector
is attempting to collect a debt
and any information obtained
will be used for that purpose.
4x-1/13, 20, 27, 2/3, 2026

TRUSTEE'S SALE

IN RE: Jennifer Wiseman, an
unmarried woman Trustee's
Sale:

For default in payment of debt
and performance of obligation
secured by Deed of Trust
executed by Jennifer Wiseman,
an unmarried woman dated
February 4, 2020 and recorded
in the Office of the Recorder of
Deeds of Pettis County, Mis-
souri as Doc number:
2020-0492 the undersigned
Successor Trustee, at the
request of the legal holder of
said Note will on Friday,
February 13, 2026 between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00
p.m., (at the specific time of
2:15 PM), at the West Front
Door of the Court House, City
of Sedalia, County of Pettis,

State of Missouri, sell at public
vendue to the highest bidder for
cash the following described
real estate, described in said
Deed of Trust, and situated in
Pettis County, State of Missou-
ri, to wit:
ALL OF LOTS NUMBERED
131, 132,133 AND 134 EX-
CEPT THE EAST FIFTEEN
(15) FEET OF LOT 134 IN
HILLCREST ADDITION TO
THE CITY OF SEDALIA, MIS-
SOURI.
to satisfy said debt and cost.
MILLSAP & SINGER, P.C.,
Successor Trustee
612 Spirit Drive
St. Louis, MO 63005
(636) 537-0110
File No:
230708.021326.464117 FC
Notice
Pursuant to the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act, 15
U.S.C. 81692c(b), no informa-
tion concerning the collection of
this debt may be given without
the prior consent of the con-
sumer given directly to the debt
collector or the express permis-
sion of a court of competent
jurisdiction. The debt collector
is attempting to collect a debt
and any information obtained
will be used for that purpose.
4x-1/20, 27, 2/3, 10, 2026

IN THE 18TH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT, PETTIS COUNTY,
MISSOURI
Judge or Division:
PROBATE
Case Number: 26PT-PR00003
ALESIA RAE WISSMAN,
Deceased.

Notice of Grant of Letters
of Administration With
Will Annexed
(Supervised Administration -
Non-Resident Fiduciary)
To All Persons Interested in the
Estate of ALESIA RAE WISS-

MAN, Decedent:

On 1-09-2026, the last will of
Decedent having been admitted
to probate, the following individ-
ual was appointed the personal
representative of the estate of
ALESIA RAE WISSMAN, dece-
dent, by the Probate Division of
the Circuit Court of PETTIS
COUNTY, Missouri. The per-
sonal representative's business
address is:

CODY JAMES WISSMAN, 7
WOODSEDGE CT, PITTS-
BORO, IN 46167.

The personal representative's
attorney's name, business ad-
dress and phone number is:
CALE C SPANGLER, 512 S
OHIO AVE, SEDALIA, MO
65301, 660-826-9065.

The non-resident personal rep-
resentative's  designated
agent's name, business ad-
dress, and phone number is:
CALE C SPANGLER, 512 S
OHIO AVE, SEDALIA, MO
65301, 660-826-9065.

All creditors of said decedent
are notified to file claims in
court within six months from the
date of the first publication of
this notice or if a copy of this
notice was mailed to, or served
upon, such creditor by the
personal representative, then
within two months from the date
it was mailed or served,
whichever is later, or be forever
barred to the fullest extent
permissible by law. Such six-
month period and such two-
month period do not extend the
limitation period that would bar
claims one year after Dece-
dent's death, as provided in
Section 473.444, RSMo, or any
other applicable limitation peri-
ods. Nothing in  Section
473.033, RSMo, shall be con-
strued to bar any action against
a decedent's liability insurance
carrier through a defendant ad
litem pursuant to Section
537.021, RSMo.

Date of the decedent's death:
30-SEP-2025

Date of first publication:
13-JAN-2026

Susan Sadler,
Circuit Clerk
By: /s/Darla Ebeling,
Deputy Clerk
4x-1/13, 20, 27, 2/3, 2026
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