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Not Just a Dumb FFA Kid

FFA Week

Cattle Farming

Farming in White County

Produce Farming

Women in Agriculture

• Total farms: 69,983

• Average farm size: 155 acres

• 41% of the land in Tennessee is farmland.

• Economic impact: $81 BILLION

• 342,000 people in Tennessee employed by agriculture and forestry.

• Farmers markets: 129

• Top commodities: soybeans, corn, cotton, hay, wheat, tobacco, 
cattle & calves, broiler chickens, fresh-market tomatoes and dairy 
products

• Production value: $3,500,000,000 

• 60% crops & 40% livestock

Tennessee Agriculture
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FFA lives across the 
generations

Some families hand recipes down from 
generation to generation. Some families 
pass jewelry and heirlooms from grand-
parents to parents to children. Some 
families instill a love for a certain college 
athletic team in their children. Some fami-
lies make memories visiting their favorite 
vacation spot year after year. 

The Stocktons, however, have been 
passing a love for farming, making memo-
ries in the fields and the barns on their 
land, and instilling a love for the Future 
Farmers of America across three genera-
tions. 

Mike Stockton, his son Paul, and Mike’s 
grandchildren, Mackenzie and Will, are all 
members of the White County Chapter 
of FFA, with the youngest, Will, getting 
his blue jacket and continuing the family 
tradition, this fall. 

Both Paul and his father Mike have 
earned Greenhand Degrees, Chapter De-
grees, and the coveted Tennessee FFA 
State Degree during their time in the 
organization, and, while Mike has become 
limited in his involvement in the local 
chapter recently because of his age, he 
still loves to teach his grandchildren and 
pass along all the family knowledge of 
agriculture. Paul, on the other hand, is still 
heavily involved in FFA, volunteering his 
time to help with any of the local chapter 
events and coaching the livestock judging 
team in judging cattle. 

“Agriculture has been a big part of all 
our lives since we were young,” Paul ex-

plained about the family tradition. “Being 
involved in FFA gave us the opportunity to 
make connections with others who live the 
same way of life we do, learn and expand 
our knowledge within our desired fields, 
and also allows us to teach others and ad-
vocate for the importance of agriculture.”

While helping the local FFA chapter is 
a passion for the Stockton family, teach-
ing begins at home, and both father and 
grandfather wanted to teach the next gen-
eration the importance of hard work and 
responsibility. Mackenzie and Will  grew 
up riding the family tractor and feeding 
cows with their dad, while also spending 
time in the garden, planting vegetables 
with their grandfather. 

“We wanted them to know that they 
would get back whatever they put into 
their work,” Paul said about having his 
children working in the fields at early ages 
and added that the agricultural work is 
year-round. “Training show calves, show-
ing our cattle, and starting a garden usu-
ally starts out our year in the winter and 
spring. Summer is a lot of work as we start 
the major shows of the circuit, maintain 
our garden and prepare for harvest, and 
cut hay to prepare for the coming winter. 
Fall and winter at the end of the year con-
sists of our final harvest in the garden and 
feeding our calves hay through winter.”

And, as if that wasn’t enough to keep 
all three generations of White County FFA 
members busy, Paul and Mackenzie are 
busy throughout the entire year selling the 
calves they raise and working with Mack-
enzie’s horse.

While the work is hard and the hours 

are long, you won’t find the Stocktons, 
even the youngest generation, complain-
ing. 

“My favorite part of farming is reaping 
the rewards of all my hard work. Buying 
and raising animals with potential and see-
ing them improve over time as I work with 
them,” Mackenzie, who is a senior at White 
County High School, said while her broth-
er, Will, a freshman this year, said that 
studying ways to improve the crop yield 
and quality of plants in both his flower and 
vegetable gardens are his favorite parts of 
working on the farm. 

Working on the farm, whether in the 
fields or the barns, is a family tradition, 
but so is participating in the White County 
chapter of the Future Farmers of America, 
where each of the Stocktons said they 
have learned more about themselves and 
connect with like-minded individuals who 
will aid them in their futures. 

“Getting to learn more about agricul-
ture and applying what I’ve learned on 
my own farm is something I took away 
from all of my years involved in FFA,” 
Mike said, while his son, Paul, said making 
new friends who share your interests and 
values and being able to stand with them, 
and them with you, through the highs and 
lows of both farming and life itself is some-
thing he will always cherish. 

“FFA has allowed me to find my place 
in school as well as helped me to find 
what my interests are,” Will, the last of 
the Stocktons to have been able to put 
on the Blue Jacket, said explaining the 
importance of the organization to him, 
while his sister said meeting new people 
from across the state and sharing a collec-
tive knowledge of agriculture with them is 
what makes being an FFA member impor-
tant to her. 

While each of the Stocktons got their 

start in FFA in the halls of White County 
High School, and while Mike and Paul have 
continued their involvement through their 
adult lives and have shared a love for ag-
riculture and instilled the importance of 
working the land in Mackenzie and Will, 
the future for the youngest two is still 
theirs to make what they want out of it, 
but there is no doubt that FFA will play a 
part in helping them determine what that 
future looks like. 

“I hope that my experience in farming 
and FFA has given me the knowledge 
I need to one day become a successful 
large animal veterinarian and to help me 
better run my own farm in the future,” 
Mackenzie, who will graduate in a few 
short months, said. 

Then, she will start the next leg of her 
agriculture education as she builds on the 
foundation that her father, grandfather, 
and FFA have given her.

And Will, while he has a few more years 
as a student member of the White County 
FFA chapter, is looking toward the future 
as well, saying he hopes the skills he has 
learned on the farm and the knowledge 
he will gain over his next four years in FFA 
will help him decide what his future will 
include. 

“Having my family involved in agricul-
ture has made them into more responsible 
and well-rounded individuals,” Amanda, 
Paul’s wife and the mother of the young-
est generation of Stockton FFA members, 
said. “It also makes me happy to see them 
engaging in things that they are passion-
ate about that will have an impact on their 
communities.”

Four members. Three generations. 
Countless hours. Unmeasurable amounts 
of work. But for the Stockton family, FFA 
and agriculture is their heritage.

RACHEL AUBERGER
contributor

Family tradition. L-R: Will Stockton, Mackenzie Stockton, Paul Stockton, and Mike Stockton
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White County FFA Update
The word “Tennessee” was stitched 

across the back of thousands of FFA 
member’s jackets and was proudly dis-
played at the 94 th annual Tennessee 
FFA State Convention. The convention 
was held in Gatlinburg from March 28 th 
to the 30 th . FFA members from all over 
Tennessee flocked to Gatlinburg to see 

old friends and celebrate another proud 
year of being a part of Tennessee FFA. 

The White County FFA Chapter was 
among the hundreds of chaptersrepre-
sented at the convention. The Chapter 
won three awards while at convention, 
the Superior Chapter Award, a 10% In-
crease in Membership Award, and the 
Platinum P.L.O.W. Award. White Coun-
ty’s member, Mackenzie Stockton, won 
a State Proficiency Award in Veterinary 

Medicine. 
White County also had seven senior 

members to receive their FFA State 
Degrees. The seven members are as fol-
lows: Keena Anderson, Alexis Hatmaker, 
Kassidy Hubert, Katie Hutchings, Keely 
LaFever, Abbigail McCulley, and Mack-
enzie Stockton. 

This convention was the first for 
many, yet the last for some. Laughter 
could be heard across the convention 

hall at times, yet other times tears were 
shed for the thought of losing friends. 
This convention is definitely one for the 
books and will be engraved in every cor-
duroy jacket forever. The White County 
FFA Chapter is extremely proud of its 
members and their hard work. 

The chapter would also like to thank 
all of its dedicated parents and sponsors 
for making this historic trip possible.

DANIEL D. AUSTIN 
FFA Reporter
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Not Just a Dumb FFA Kid
 Have you ever stopped and asked 

yourself, “How do people see me?” Here 
recently I have been asking myself that 
question. Some of the questions that I 
have been asking myself are, “Do people 
see me as smart, caring, understanding, 
or do they see me as dumb, stuck up, and 
rude?” The one question that really stands 
out is, “Do people think I am smart?” Just 
because I have a background in agricul-
ture do people think I am not as smart? 
Yes, I have a background in agriculture. 
Yes, I am an FFA member. I was actually 
the president for my chapter. I care about 
my grades and along with many of our 
members, I try hard in school. When you 
take a minute and look at the GPAs of the 
members of the White County FFA Chap-
ter, you will find some of the highest GPAs 
in White County High School. While you 
will find some high GPAs, you will also find 
some low GPAs. However, those students 
can tell you anything you want to know 
about fixing a vehicle, building a house, 
planting crops, welding, or taking care of 
livestock.

 Even after looking into the GPAs of 
our chapter, people may still believe that 
FFA members are not intelligent because 
those were just the grades of one chap-
ter. However, according to the national 
FFA website, in 2019 the average GPA 
of students that applied for scholarships 
was 3.78, and the average class rank was 
23rd out of 261 students. This just proves 
that it does not matter if you come from 
a vocational or agricultural background. 
You can still be as smart or possibly even 
smarter than students who do not have 

the same background. With this being 
said, it is important to me that we share 
our knowledge with the younger genera-
tions to show them they can be successful 
as well. According to Carlota Nelson with 
Unicef, “Children pick up on everything 
they see you do.” This is why our chapter 
does different activities with the elemen-
tary school students to help encourage 
them to care about their future; however, 
we have to better ourselves as leaders to 
do so.

 This past summer, I was part of a lead-
ership summit through Tennessee Tech 
University with some amazing leaders. 
They taught me how to use the strengths 
that I already have to be the best leader 
that I can, I then took the things that I 
learned back to my chapter. We have now 
taken our leadership skills and created our 
PLOW program. PLOW stands for Pass-
ing Literacy Onward. With this program, 
members of our chapter visit the elemen-
tary schools in our area and read books 
to the children. This helps show those 
children that no matter what kind of back-
ground they come from, they can still get 
up in front of other people and share their 
love of reading. This program also allows 
our members who love to read and are re-
ally good at it to share their passion with 
the younger children. I know what you are 
thinking. “Are there really FFA members 
who love to read?” Yes, there are, and this 
encourages a love of reading in younger 
students. 

 Another program that our chapter 
helps with is an event called Farm City 
Day. During this event, our agriculture 
community comes together at one of 
the local farms and teaches elementary 
school students what we do. The students 

are grouped and FFA members lead them 
around to different stations; such as, a 
local beekeeper, local row crop farmers, 
beef farmers, dairy farmers, and many 
more. Some of these stations are even run 
by FFA members. For example, we have 
members who bring beef and dairy show 
cows and explain the differences between 
the two. They talk about what each type of 
cow is used for, what to look for in a good 
healthy cow, and how to take care of them. 
We also have members who talk about 
their chickens and how to care for them. 
Our row crop farmers explain how the dif-
ferent types of crops get from the farm to 
our table. The best part of the day is when 
we get to answer any questions that the 
students have. Now I am not going to lie, 
sometimes we get asked questions that 
we have no clue what the answer is. When 
a student asks us a question that we are 
unsure of the answer, we are proactive 
in finding an answer for them. We want 
the students to get as much information 
as possible and for them to be informed 
about the world of agriculture. 

 My advisors have always encouraged 
our FFA members and our agriculture 
students to ask questions. One of the best 
ways to learn is to ask questions. Whether 
it is about something in the classroom, in 
the greenhouse, at the barn, or even about 
a competition or event, they want us to 
ask questions. Our advisors want us to 
leave their classrooms with more knowl-
edge than we had going into their classes, 
which helps us to better our education. 
This does not mean we are always going 
to be the smartest individuals, but we defi-
nitely try to be the best we possibly can 
while also helping to shape the younger 
generations. With all of this being said, 
just because I have a background that 
involves agriculture does not mean that I 
am any less intelligent than someone who 
has a background that involves medicine. 
My FFA chapter works to show everyone 
in our community that we are more than 
just country rednecks who love to work on 
a farm. It does not matter what you grew 
up doing, you can still be intelligent and 
do not let anyone tell you otherwise.

ABBY MCCULLEY
WCHS FFA President

SpartaLive.com
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931.935.8180

337 GOFF RD, SPARTA
8AM-5PM MON-FRI, 8AM-3PM SAT

Custom Livestock Custom Livestock 
SlaughteringSlaughtering

USDAUSDA Approved Approved
Meat SalesMeat Sales

• Ground Beef Patties

• Bacon Burgers

• Jumbo ALL BEEF 
Hot Dogs

• Steaks - Variety of 
Choice Grade Cuts

• Chicken - Variety of 
Cuts

• Catfish Fillets

• Pork Chops

• Sausage

• Frog Legs

• Biscuits

• Many other items not 
listed!

KubotaUSA.com
2020 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Awards for Fewest Reported Problems Overall in the category of Small 
Tractor (Under 100 Horse Power). Award based on 2020 Progressive Farmer Readers Insights Tractor Study. © 
Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all represen-
tations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, 
safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.
com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer. AB1000-21-147721-2

Call today to schedule a demo of our
versatile, powerful M4 tractor.
• Part of our under 100HP tractor line-up rated
 #1 for reliability*

• Powerful and efficient engines with
 up to 60 horsepower
• Ergonomic design for all-day comfort

• Electrohydraulic shuttle transmission
 for fast, easy shifting

Fewest Reported
Problems Overall

of
McMinnville

532 Harrison Ferry Rd.
McMinnville, TN
(931) 474-1201
KubotaofMcMinnville.com
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120 AUTO LANE, SPARTA  /  888.706.9008
Mon-Sat: 9am-7pm. Closed Sun.  /  931.738.9275

What does AgPack®* include? 
• Over $4,500 in exclusive rebates* on Michelin & BFGoodrich Tires

- from tractors to trucks to toys 

• 25% off MSRP* on Rhino Ag products plus a gift card valued 
between $100-$200 

• 5-10% below MAP* (lowest price dealer can advertise) direct from 
Dixie Chopper on their entire line of commercial mowers 

• $150 Prepaid Gift Card from Viasat with 2 year satellite internet 
subscription* 

• $2,000 toward AgroLiquid Crop Nutrition, plus free soil test and one 
year consultation with Agroliquid agronomist* 

• 1 Year free subscription to AgriEdge*, valued at $5,000 

• $1,000 toward a new Reinke Irrigation system and $500 
toward parts on an existing Reinke system 

• 25% off MSRP on all Gallagher fencing, weighing & EID products* 

• 15% off MSRP on any purchase of Tarter Farm & Ranch Equipment* 

• Exclusive after purchase rebates up to $350 on EBY flatbeds, truck 
bodies and upfits, and up to $1,000 on stock, equipment & grain 
trailers* 

• Your choice of Mystik swag on very first purchase (no minimum), then 
$500 credit after $2,000 in combined Mystik purchases*

• $1,500 rebate on Walkabout Mother Bin purchase+ 20% rebate on 
accessories+ $500 credit for Outback Wrap hydraulic hose products** 

• 20% discount from Outback Wrap for their hydraulic hose products** 

• 10% off MSRP for the entire line-up of PUTCO Truck Accessories 
plus free shipping** 

� BFGaadricfj Mvstlk �LLAGHER 
LUBRICANTS -AG a- -� -�;ii�-MICHELIN 

V1asat. TART�R 4 :f,Reinke 
� .. AM AND A .. NCH �guo�•UNT "- · 

AffiOLIQUIB. 

Bow to get your AgPack** Bundle: 
Visit your Certified Agriculture Dealership at JasonLewisAutomotive.com 

Simply verify your ownership of. or in. an agricultural enterprise. 

Receive AgPack® as our way of helping you realize a return on your 
truck investment by saving you thousands on products you needed 
anyway. 

AgriEdge· @r 

*Restrictions may apply. For full accounting of terms and conditions, visit CertifiedAgDealer.com/details. **Available on qualifying truck purchases after 1/1/2022. 
***Based on customer using every Ag Pack® benefit to its maximum value. 

Walkabout. Outback Wrap 
MOTHER BINS 

MUEN<HlllNGUPEASY 

,">UTC:CJ' 

Scan for details 
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Cattle Farming
Everyone loves to eat, right? Of course 

they do! Whether you like to chow down 
on a juicy cheeseburger or would rather 
munch on a nice salad, you have to have 
a farmer to eat. If we did not have farm-
ers who raised cattle, you could not enjoy 
a nice juicy cheeseburger at your fam-
ily cookout. Without cattle farmers, we 
would be stuck eating pork or chicken 
and drinking goat milk or milk from a 
coconut. There are two types of cattle 
farming. There is beef production and 
dairy production. Each operation is run 
differently but both are essential for us to 
get to enjoy the foods we love. There are 
also different breeds of cattle used for 
each type of cattle farming.

 In beef production, the most common 
breeds of cattle used are Black Angus and 
Hereford. There are more than 700,000 
beef farms and ranches in the United 
States, and 91% of those are family-owned 
or individually operated. We have several 
beef farms here in Sparta. We also have 
a few slaughtering houses and local meat 
selling places in our little town. It is a 
good thing that there are so many beef 
producers in the United States because 
76 million Americans eat beef everyday. 
Beef producers raise their cattle on the 
best sources of food so they gain the 
proper amount of weight with the proper 
amount of fat to create the perfect mar-
bling in their meat. Marbling refers to the 
fat within a cut of meat. The fat within the 
meat gives it flavor and tenderness. Beef 
producers come up with the best way to 

feed their herd so they produce the best 
meat. They also have to determine when 
to take them to the slaughtering house to 
be able to get the most meat out of the 
animal. In 2019, the United States con-
sumed 27.3 pounds of beef. 

 In dairy production, some common 
breeds of cattle that are used are Holstein 
and Jersey. Without our dairy farmers, 
we would not be able to enjoy milk, ice 
cream, or cheese. While dairy producers 
are very important, less and less cow milk 
is being consumed so dairy producers are 
having to shut down. In 1996, Americans 
drank around 24 gallons of milk a year; 
however, in 2018 that had dropped to 17 
gallons.  Even though some are having 
to shut down, there are still over 40,000 
dairy farms in the United States. We used 
to have several dairy farms here in Sparta, 
but all of them but one have shut down. 
Dairy producers have to work just as 
hard to figure out what food works best 
for their cattle to help them produce the 
most amount of good milk. These cows 
are milked a couple times a day and have 
it made. After they have been milked, 
they get to lay in nice, comfy beds under 
fans and eat. 

 Cattle farming is a big part of our 
everyday life. People have been raising 
cattle for many years because cattle were 
first domesticated about 10,000 years 
ago. Our dependence on these animals 
have not changed over the years; if any-
thing, we have become more dependent 
on cattle for our food. Cattle farmers 
work very hard to make sure their cattle 
produce the best products for us to enjoy.

ABBY MCCULLEY
WCHS FFA President

SPARTA CITY MAYOR

PAID FOR BY CANDIDATE

• Proven Leadership   • Experience You Can Trust
• Building a Better Tomorrow 
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Farming in White County
We all know that we could not make 

it without farmers. In White County, we 
definitely know this. If you live in White 
County then you either are a farmer 
or you know a couple of them. Here, 
farming is not just how we get food, it 
is our way of life. Everywhere you turn 
in Sparta you see a farm. We have been 
farming in Sparta for years upon years. 
Some people do not realize how much 
work a farmer puts in for them to be able 
to eat. We understand the hard work and 
long hours it requires to produce quality 
goods because we witness it first hand. 
Some of us are actually the farmers who 
put in the hard work and long hours. 

 People have been farming here in 
Sparta for a very long time. Around 
here, running a farm takes the whole 
family plus a few others sometimes. We 
have to help each other to make sure 
everything gets done. If a fellow farmer 
gets sick or injured or their equipment 
breaks down, the whole farming com-
munity comes together to make sure ev-
erything gets taken care of. Each farmer 
in White County knows what it takes to 
get everything done and have a suc-
cessful harvest; therefore, if they see 
another farmer struggling they try their 
best to help them out. Farming in a small 
town can be challenging and rewarding. 
Sometimes to sell certain products, you 

have to travel a little ways to get them 
sold. However, sometimes you can sell to 
people in our community and do just as 
good if you would have traveled to sell 
them. When you live in a town that is full 
of farmers who grow a bunch of different 
things, you can purchase goods locally 
and know right where they came from 
and how they were grown. 

 The farms in Sparta have been passed 
down from generation to generation, 
which means some of these farms have 
been here for a very, very long time. Now 
sometimes, farms will get passed onto 
the next generation and that generation 
does not want anything to do with farm-
ing. They then sell the land and most of 
the time someone will buy it and build 
houses one it. I understand that keeping 
up a farm is hard work, but if everyone 
sells out then where would we get our 
food? If you are the next generation to 
take over the family farm, make sure you 
think about how much this world needs 
farmers, do not just sell out because you 
do not want to put in the work. Know-
ing the work a farmer puts in to be able 
to feed others gives you a better sense 
of respect for where your food comes 
from. Living in a town where you get 
to see people put in the hard days and 
late nights to get you the food you need 
helps you appreciate those people so 
much more. Remember to thank a farmer 
and put in the work if it is your time to 
take over the farm.

Produce Farming
Farmers provide us with so many 

things. Who knows what we would do if 
we did not have farmers. They provide 
us with more than just food. They pro-
vide the products to make gas, clothes, 
and many other things we use on a daily 
basis. These farmers are not our cat-
tle farmers, they are our produce/crop 
farmers. Produce farming includes fruits 
and vegetables. This includes crops like 
corn, soybeans, wheat, cotton, strawber-
ries, green beans, and potatoes. Our 
produce/crop farmers provide our coun-
try with many products. Here in Sparta, 
we have many crop farmers. We have 
people in our town who grow strawber-
ries, corn, wheat, soybeans, and other 
crops we all need. Not only are there 
several crop farmers in our small town, 
there are even more all across the coun-
try. There are about 2,023,400 farms in 
the United States as of 2019. There are 
about 700,000 beef farms, which means 
the rest of those other 1,323,400 farms 
are poultry, pig, and crop farms. 

 While cattle farming can be hard with 
trying to figure out the feed for the herd, 
produce farming can be just as hard. 
Crop farmers have to not only take care 
of their crops, but also their soil. They 
have to make sure the pH of the soil is 
right and that there is plenty of nutrients 
in the soil. After their soil is right, they 
have to know the perfect time to plant 
each crop. Some plants are started from 

seed and can be put in the ground us-
ing a planter. Other plants are started 
from things called plugs that have to 
be started in trays and then put in the 
ground by hand. Once they have planted 
their crops, they have to fertilize them, 
spray them for insects and diseases, 
and make sure they are growing right. In 
some parts of the country, farmers have 
to set up an irrigation system to get their 
crops the water they need. Then it comes 
time to harvest. Producers have to know 
when the crops are ready to harvest and 
how quickly they need to get them to 
market to sell them. In some places local 
grocery stores will buy produce straight 
from the grower and resell it in their 
store. 

 Each crop needs to be taken care of 
differently which gives producers a va-
riety of knowledge. Crop farming plays 
a very big role not only in this country 
but around the world. Without crop 
farmers, not only would we be without 
many foods, but we would not be able 
to make many of the products we use on 
a daily basis. While beef producers and 
crop producers run very different op-
erations, sometimes they work together. 
Beef producers will provide waste from 
their herds to fertilize the crop produc-
ers’ fields. Crop producers will provide 
the waste from their harvests for food 
for the beef producers’ herds. This world 
would not be the same without either 
type of farmer, so make sure to say thank 
you to a farmer when you see them.

ABBY MCCULLEY
WCHS FFA President

ABBY MCCULLEY
WCHS FFA President
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Women in Agriculture 
Oftentimes, women in agriculture are 

underestimated and questioned why 
they do not do something easier. Women 
who are involved in agriculture made the 
choice to farm because it is something 
that they enjoy doing. These women are 
strong, independent, and very capable of 
doing their job. As a woman in agriculture 
and someone who is furthering their edu-
cation to become an agriculture educa-
tor, I have been asked why I want to be 
involved in agriculture. “Abby, you are so 
smart you could be a doctor or a lawyer 
or something. Why would you want to be 
an ag teacher?” The reason is because it is 
something that I love and it is something 
that we cannot live without, and maybe I 
can encourage other women to want to 
get involved in agriculture. It makes me 
so happy knowing that there are women 
who have stepped up and are working 
to change the stigma that women do not 
belong in the world of agriculture. 

 Women have been a part of agricul-
ture for a very long time. Women have 
been helping out on family farms for gen-
erations. My grannys have told me stories 
about when their dad would keep them 
home from school to help him out in the 
fields. My great granny has even told me 
about how she used to be mean to her 
sisters so her mom would have to watch 
them and she would get to go work with 

her dad. Years ago, it was not uncom-
mon for everyone, male and female, to 
stay home from school to help out on the 
farms. It would not be just the children 
helping their dad either, their mom would 
also help out on the farm while still taking 
care of the family and the house. Even 
though women have always played a role 
in agriculture, they could not be a part of 
everything that involved agriculture. For 
example, women were not always allowed 
to be a member of FFA.

 FFA was founded in 1928, but it was 
not until 1969 that women were allowed 
to join. For the past four years, every 
president of the White County FFA Chap-
ter has been a female, I had the honor of 
being one of them. In 2017, 56% of the 
total farms in the United States had one 
or more female producers responsible for 
making decisions about the farm’s opera-
tion. In the United States, there are 1,374 
Agriculture Education teachers and 53% 
or about 728 of those are women. Women 
have been a part of this industry for a very 
long time, and it would not run the same 
without us. While women have been a part 
of agriculture for a while, we are starting 
to get more involved and make our pres-
ence more known to everyone. The world 
of agriculture needs both men and women 
to make everything run smoothly. Agricul-
ture is something that everyone can be a 
part of in some way no matter who you 
are or where you come from. 

ABBY MCCULLEY
WCHS FFA President



The Expositor page 13 June 2022AGRICULTURAL FOCUS

  271 Mayberry St., Sparta • 836-2278
 www.ourcoop.com

Mon-Fri: 7am - 4:30pm; Sat: 7am-Noon

Fuel

Custom Bulk Feed

Car Care

Crop Center

Equipment Rental

Farm Supplies

Fertilizer 

Financing

Small Engine Shop

Soil Testing

Tire & Alignment Shop

CHECK US 
OUT ON

  271 Mayberry St., Sparta • 836-2278
 www.ourcoop.com

Mon-Fri: 7am - 5pm; Sat: 7am-Noon

• Bulk & Bag Feed

• Fertilizer

• Seed

• Hardware 

• Farm Supplies

GREASE • OIL

TIRES • DIESEL

WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

TIRE SERVICE TRUCK

CHECK US 
OUT ON

White County Farmers Since 
1945

You do not have 
to be a member 

to shop here.

931-738-2201 • 502 Ben Lomand Dr.

benlomandconnect.com
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1801 S. Jefferson Ave. Cookeville TN 38506 (931)-526-9621 alan@hixtractor.com 

1801 S. Jefferson Ave. Cookeville TN 38506 (931)-526-9621 alan@hixtractor.com 

CRUSHED STONE • DELIVERY 
Locally Owned

& Operated 931-657-7625

LIMESTONE
MIDDLE TENNESSEE
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Local beef, pork, Local beef, pork, 
eggs, soaps, eggs, soaps, 

Sunrise Dairy, Sunrise Dairy, 
ice cream & much ice cream & much 

more.more.

7355 BURGESS FALLS RD SPARTA, TN 38583


