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What the fans have to say...

To all my warrior babies,
Grammie is so proud of all of you. It has
been and absolute pleasure watching you
show up and show out every game. I would
like to acknowledge Ellieonna, Leah and Ri-
ley for their dedication.
Last but not least, my heart is so full of
pride for you Trystin Scott #60 you set a goal
this year and made it!! Can't wait to see what
next year brings! Warrior fan in the stand.
Love all of you. Thank you coaches for all
you have contributed to the success of the
2026 undefeated Warrior team.

- Lisa Scot:

Congratulations Warriors! Tknow it takeg
a lot of hard work and dedication to have such
a successful season and you absolutely did it!
To be the best you have to beat the best! You
made that statement true for White County.

Congratulations again. God Bless you All.

Congratulations to the White County War-
riors on an incredible football season! The
team has worked hard all year and is proud
to celebrate an outstanding 10-0 undefeated
record, earning their spot in the playoffs!

A special shoutout to our #60! We are so
proud of you and all the hard work, dedica-
tion, teamwork, and determination you have
shown throughout this season. Watching youl
grow, learn, and compete has been such a
blessing.

Your hard work is paying off, and this i
just the beginning. Keep pushing, keep be-
lieving, and keep making memories. We are
so proud to be cheering you on!

10-0! Undefeated! Playoff bound! Go

Warriors! - Ashlev Mat

Proud doesn't even begin to describe it!
Once a Warrior, always a Warrior! Go White
County! - Melody Matz

- Sheriff Steve Page

JEEES

BODY sHoP

Serving White & Surrounding Counties Since 1982

—

Open: 8 am-5 pm ¢ 740 Fred Hill R ad| Jast off Hwy. 111

What an exciting year to watch our
White County Warrior football team!
These young men are giving our com-
munity plenty to cheer about, and one of
the most impressive things is how they
respond when adversity comes.

Even when they fall behind a touch-
down or two, these Warriors never seem|
to waver. They trust the process, keep
working, and continue pushing forward.
That determination to finish strong says
a great deal about their character and the|
foundation their coaches have built.

It has also been special to watch indi-
vidual players develop into some of the
elite players in our region. Their growth
and success reflect hard work, commit-
ment, and a team that helps one another
succeed.

Our coaching staff deserves tremen-
dous credit for preparing these young
men each week. Their game planning, ad-
justments, and leadership put our War-
riors in position to compete and over-
come challenges.

This team is fun to watch and excit-
ing for our entire community. Warriors,
thank you for giving us so much to cel-
ebrate. Keep trusting the process and fin-

I am so proud of the hard work all of you
have done this season. It has been fun to be|
able to watch from the stands and cheer on|
my favorite football player #60. Go Trystin!
['m excited to watch you guys finish strong,
Go Warriors! - Christina Clar

My favorite moment has been watching
Tate and Tucker play together and the love
they have for their coaches, teammates, and
community. Go Warriors! - David Pinion

We had such a fun Football Season espe-
cially going 10-0!!!! - Aubrie Trumbly

Great season guys! Keep pushing forward!
Proud of all your hard work!!! Lots of fans in|
rizona! #4 - Kay Wes

ishing strong - Mayor Jerry Lowery

Some of the best times of my life have
been spent coaching the young men who are
members of the undefeated Warrior foot-
ball team. Some of them I coached in youth
league, the majority of them I coached as an
assistant coach at the middle school.

This has always been a special group. Min-
istry sent me to the mission field of Kentucky
but I have not missed a game on livestream|
or radio. I am so proud of them. Keep “going
hard” on the field and in life. Love you boys.

- Coach Jamie McCormac

Beverly Finley

Jolley

White County Circuit Court Clerk

My favorite memory of this season is o
the most recent win over Stone Memorial,
There was about 2 min left before the half and
Stone's Quarterback was running the ball,
Bryson Hogg ran after him- jumping arms
wide open and tackling him down. My 7 year
old started shouting "HE LOOKED LIKE SU-
PERMAN!" It felt like Hogg flew 5 feet in the
air to tackle him. That is what you boys mean|
to these kids filling the stands. Real life Super-
men.

Good luck, and keep being the inspira-
tion you guys are to the generations to come

- Leslie Melton
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Goach of the Year - David Foster

CASEY BOULDIN
Tri-Star Sports Network

SPARTA, TN — Some coaches build
winning seasons. Others build winning
programs. And occasionally, a coach
comes along who helps change the ex-
pectations of an entire community. In
2026, David Foster has done just that.

Tri-Star Sports Network is proud
to announce that White County High
School head football coach David Fos-
ter has been selected as the inaugural
recipient of the Jimmy Maynord Up-
per Cumberland Football Coach of the
Year Award. In just his second season
leading the Warriors, Foster has guided
White County to a perfect 10-0 regular
season and the program’s first region
championship under the current TSSAA
playoff format.

It is a historic accomplishment for
a program and community that have
waited decades to experience this level
of football success. But what makes Fos-
ter’s selection particularly meaningful is
the coaching journey that brought him
to this moment — including his years
working alongside the very man whose
name is now attached to the award.

A Historic Season in Sparta

Ten games. Ten victories. One region
championship.

The 2026 White County Warriors
have delivered a regular season unlike
any other in the program’s modern his-
tory. Under Foster’s leadership, the War-
riors navigated their schedule without a
loss, captured the Region 4-4A cham-
pionship, and established themselves
as one of the top football teams in the
Upper Cumberland.

The accomplishments have trans-
formed Friday nights in Sparta into
something special. Warrior Stadium has
become the centerpiece of a community

energized by a football program that
has embraced higher expectations. For
TSSN founder Casey Bouldin, Foster’s
selection was about more than the num-
bers in the win column.

“What David Foster has accom-
plished at White County in just two
seasons is absolutely remarkable,” said
Bouldin. “A 10-0 regular season is an
incredible achievement, but winning the
first region championship in program
history under the current playoff format
takes this to another level. David has
helped change the expectations of White
County football, and that’s what great
coaches do.”

The Warriors have demonstrated that
success comes from more than individ-
ual talent. It requires discipline, prep-
aration, accountability, and a shared
commitment to the program.

Those characteristics have become
hallmarks of Foster’s leadership.

More Than 20 Years of Preparation

While Foster’s rise as White County’s
head coach has been impressive, his
success is the product of more than two
decades spent developing his coaching
philosophy. A graduate of Tennessee
Technological University, Foster played
high school football at Balboa High
School in Panama and Clarksville High
School in Tennessee.

He began his coaching career at Up-
perman High School in 2004 and has
spent more than 20 years working with
student-athletes at schools throughout
the Upper Cumberland. Before becom-
ing the Warriors' head coach, Foster
spent two seasons as White County’s
defensive coordinator, gaining valuable
experience with the program and help-
ing establish the foundation for its fu-
ture success.

His coaching journey has included

opportunities to learn from respected
coaches, develop relationships across
the region, and understand what it takes
to build a competitive football program.
Among those experiences, one stands
out as particularly significant.

The Jimmy Maynord Coaching Tree
— A Connection That Runs Deep

David Foster isnt simply receiving
an award named after one of the Up-
per Cumberland’s most respected foot-
ball coaches. He is a product of Jim-
my Maynords coaching tree, having
served on Maynord’s coaching staffs at
both Smith County High School and
Cookeville High School. That connec-
tion makes Foster’s selection as the in-
augural recipient especially fitting.

Maynord’s coaching legacy has
reached across multiple programs and
generations of student-athletes through-
out the Upper Cumberland. His influ-
ence extends beyond the football field,
reflected in the coaches who worked
alongside him and carried lessons from
those experiences into their own ca-
reers.

Foster is one of those coaches.

From his time working with Maynord
at Smith County to their years together
at Cookeville, Foster had the opportu-
nity to experience firsthand the prepa-
ration, discipline, and commitment re-
quired to build successful football pro-
grams. Now, as the head coach at White
County, Foster is applying lessons from
alengthy coaching career while develop-
ing his own identity as a program leader.

“When we established the Jimmy
Maynord Upper Cumberland Football
Coach of the Year Award, we wanted it
to represent everything Jimmy stood for
as a football coach,” Bouldin said. “Prep-
aration, discipline, accountability, and
developing young men. What makes
David Foster being our first recipient
so special is that he actually coached
under Jimmy at both Smith County and

Cookeville. He’s part of that coaching
tree, and now he’s making history with
a program of his own.”

The connection represents something
that makes high school football special.
Coaching knowledge, leadership prin-
ciples, and traditions are passed from
one generation to the next.

And sometimes, the impact of a
coach can be measured just as much by
the success of those who learned from
him as by his own victories.

“I think Jimmy will appreciate the
significance of this,” Bouldin added.
“Here’s a coach who spent years work-
ing alongside him, learning the profes-
sion, and developing his own approach.
Now David is leading White County to
a season that people in Sparta will be
talking about for generations. That’s a
tremendous reflection of the coaching
legacy Jimmy established throughout
this region.”

Building a Championship Culture at
White County

Football success rarely happens by
accident. It requires a vision, a willing-
ness to establish expectations, and the
ability to convince young athletes that
they can accomplish something great-
er than themselves. Foster has helped
bring those elements together at White
County.

The Warriors have developed a win-
ning identity built around physical foot-
ball, preparation, and confidence.

Perhaps more importantly, the pro-
gram has created a sense of belief that
extends throughout the school and com-
munity. Players have embraced the chal-
lenge. Coaches have worked to establish
consistency. And the community has
rallied around a team that continues to
make history.

For Foster, the undefeated regular
season represents a significant mile-
stone, but the program’s continued de-
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COACH FOSTER FROM 53 N N
velopment will ultimately define his
long-term impact.

“The thing that stands out to me
about David is that he’s not an overnight
success story,” Bouldin said. “He’s spent

more than 20 years in this profession.
He’s worked his way through differ-
ent programs, learned from outstanding
coaches, and invested countless hours
in young people. Now he’s getting the
opportunity to lead a football program

to heights it hasn't experienced before.
That’s what makes this recognition so
deserving.”

And while the regular season is com-
plete, the Warriors still have more foot-
ball to play. White County will enter

the TSSAA Class 4A playoffs with an
undefeated record, a region champion-
ship, and an opportunity to continue a
season that has already secured its place
in school history.

CALEB ANDREWS
Editor/Writer

The White County Warriors put to-
gether a historic 2026 football season,
finishing the regular season undefeat-
ed at 10-0 and capturing the first re-
gional championship in program his-
tory. While the team’s success was the
result of a complete team effort, sever-
al players turned in notable individual
performances throughout the season.

The following player statistics
highlight some of the Warriors’ con-
tributions.

The offensive production was led
by senior running back and receiver
Cole Sims, who averaged 125 rushing
yards per game and finished with 18
total touchdowns. Sims recorded 16
rushing touchdowns and two receiv-
ing touchdowns, making him one of
the Warriors’ leading offensive con-
tributors. He also had one passing

touchdown.

Senior wide receiver and out-
side linebacker Bryson Hogg made
an impact on both sides of the ball.
Hogg averaged 54.6 receiving yards
per game and recorded six receiving
touchdowns. He finished with 11 total
touchdowns, while also averaging 7.6
tackles per game. His defensive num-
bers included six sacks and one inter-
ception. Hogg also led the team with
411 total return yards.

Senior quarterback and free safety
Tucker Pinion helped direct the War-
rior offense. He completed 57.5% of
his passes and recorded 13 passing
touchdowns. Pinion averaged 28.7
rushing yards per game and added six
rushing touchdowns, giving him six
total touchdowns listed in the season
leaders for that category.

Senior receiver and cornerback Ei
Smith averaged 28.6 receiving yards

" WARRIOR FOOTBALL QUICKFACTS

| First Season 1938
i Athletics Trainer: Brent Ryan
| Head Coach David Foster
} Offensive Coordinator:  David Foster
| Defensive Coordinator: ~ Stephen Hogg
| Head Manager: Dalilah Gateley

Region: 4-AAAA
Playoff Appearances: 2025,
2024, 2022, 2013, 2012, 2010,
2009, 2005, 1999, 1982, 1938

Playoff Record: 4-11

per game and recorded five receiving
touchdowns. Defensively, Smith led
the team with three interceptions and
also contributed three caused fumbles.

Several other Warriors made their
presence known in the statistical cat-
egories. Freshman Tate Pinion aver-
aged 34.8 rushing yards and 7.1 tackles
per game. He also recorded five quar-
terback hurries. Sophomore Richard
Foster averaged 6.8 tackles per game,
while senior Jojo Dowell recorded an
interception and averaged 32.75 yards
per kickoff return.

On the defensive front, senior Lex
Winfree recorded five sacks, two rush-
ing touchdowns, two caused fumbles
and a team-leading 11 quarterback
hurries. Sophomore Azlan Mathurin
added three sacks and led the team
with four caused fumbles.

The Warriors also received impor-
tant contributions from players in the
defensive rotation. Senior Eli Spark-
man recorded three fumble recover-
ies, while sophomore Gavvin Conley

and junior Kaiden Clemons each re-
corded two. Clemons also contributed
on the defensive line.

In the passing game, sophomore
Grant Austin recorded a passing
touchdown. The team’s receiving lead-
ers included Hogg, Smith, and Sims,
while the rushing production was led
by Sims, Tate Pinion, and Tucker Pin-
ion.

These statistics reflect the individu-
al leaders reported as of November 2,
2026. They represent only part of the
work put in by the Warriors through-
out the season. The team’s 10-0 reg-
ular-season record and first region
championship in school history were
built through contributions from play-
ers at every position, including those
whose work does not always show up
in the statistics.

As the Warriors move into post-
season play, White County has plenty
to celebrate from a season marked by
individual accomplishments and team
suceess.

WARRIOR ATHLETICS QUICKFACTS

School: ~ White County High School
Location: Sparta, Tennessee
Founded: 1909
Enrollment: 915
Nickname: Waniors/ Warriorettes
Colors: Maroon and Grey

Facilty: Dee Hanis Field
Director of Schools:  Kurt Dronebarger
Principal: Greg Wilson
Athletics Director: Teny Crain
Phone Number: 931-836-3214
Website: ~ wchs.whitecoschools.net
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BLUEGRASS VET CLINIC
3069 McMinnville Hwy
Sparta, TN
931.352.1120
BluegrassVetTN.com

Dr. Kristin Edds e Dr. Kara Brady
Dr. Ashlyn F. Douglas ® Dr. Makenzie Hoffmeyer
Dr. Kelsey Matthews e Dr. Kate Willson

Congratulations on a Great season

BAILEY

Win Warriors win? STATE SENATE

MISSY SELBY

REALTOR®
(\ 931-510-7213 | 931-837-8371

M MissySelbyRealEstate@gmail.com

23 N Spring St. Sparta, TN
Q pring P Van Buren

@ MissySelbyRealEstate.com & White

THE
r ]\LREAL ESTATE
COLLECTIVE

TN State Senate, 15th District
615.741.3978 | sen.paul.bailey@capital.tn.gov
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2026 WHITE COUNTY HIGH
SCHOOL YARSITY SCHEDULE

OPPONENT
FRIDAY, AUG. 21 SODDY DAISY
FRIDAY, AUG. 28 YORK

FRIDAY, SEPT. 4 COOKEVILLE

FRIDAY, SEPT. 11 TULLAHOMA “% AWAY

AWAY

0\ PAY

FRIDAY, SEPT. 18 LIVIgh®: HOME
FRIDAY, SEPT. 25 MACON @ZNTY AWAY
MONDAY, SEPT. 28 °MBERLAND COUNTY AWAY
FRIDAY,OCT. g WARREN COUNTY HOME
FREAN 9 DEKALB COUNTY AWAY
FRI&JCT. 23 UPPERMAN HOME
FRIDAY, OCT. 30 STONE MEMORIAL HOME

Sparta Grill

BEST DTBA

IN TOWN

EST 54

15 W Maple St | 931-836-3584
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Like a good
- neighbor State
8 Farm is there.®

Rick Lee, Agent
124 Bockman Way, Sparta
(931) 837-0559

o StateFarm |

SpartaTNinsurance.com

%

WLH

WHITE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL
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Your Hometown Bank

CITIZENS
BANK

577 W. Bockman Way 325 North Spring St.
Sparta, TN 38583 Sparta, TN 38583
931-836-2265 931-836-1050
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2026 WHITE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL VARSITY ROSTER

Tristan Cavanah
Eli Sparkman
Tucker Pinion
Bryson Hogg

JoJo Dowell
Eli Smith
Maddox Pratt
Cortez Sherrell
Cole Sims
David Goldenshteyn
Grant Austin
Brayden Cope
Bryson Burchett
Rick Foster
Clay Brewington
Azlan Mathurin
Marshall Phillips
Jack Foster
Lain Rogers
Matthew Rivera
Gabe Sweeney
Drayden Jackson
Tate Pinion

Jeremiah Bailey
Braden Adler

- Jayce Goodwin

=~ R RNRNRBR B

11
10
10
10
11
11
10
10
10
10

o

10

45
51
52
53

2BV &I

71
75

ER2BV8E S

Mason Garland
Brody Pace
Alex Sweeney
Trenton Brown
Kaiden Clemons
Lex Winfree
Trystin Scott
Brayden Prater
Julius Davis
Noah Gardner
Lane Pryor
Jieseyn Suggs
Raider Wardlaw
Bubba Conley
Reddy Weldon
Brayden Qualls
Baylor Weston
Tyler Schoonover
Talan Phy
Anthony LaFevor

Ashton Thurman-Wilson

Head Coach: David Foster

Assistant Coaches: Jacob Sparkman, Cade Apple, John Armstrong,

Jordon Bailey, Connor Brewington, Trey Brewington, Ken Clemons, Jake
Edmonds, Stephen Hogg, John Ledford, Garrett Nash, Derrick Sparkman,

Richard Starowesk
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Follow the playoff games with your own fill-In hracket
2026 TSSAA DIVISION | L

CLASS 44 FOOTBALL &Y

TRI-STAR SPORTS NETWORK:

CHAMPIONSH!P DECEMBER 5 2026 11 00 AM

: Fri Novts “” Fri NovZO |

CX) GREENEVILLE (10-0)
2] KNOKVILLE FULTON (55

7 LOoUDON (7-3)
B3] UPPERMAN (6-4)

X ALCOA(0-0)
CX7) CHEROKEE (6-4)
{ZX7] MACON CO. (9-1)
G EAST RIDGE (8-2)

(X2 RED BANK (5-5)
LINGSTON ACADENY 54

CI7Y SEYMOUR (9-)
ZEE] ANDERSON CO. (6-4)

I WHITE €O. (10-0)
XY SIGNAL MOUNTAIN (46)

u‘\ 0'.
Sat Dec. 5- 1100 AM.

—.-a-_

S‘f

[0 MARSHALL CO. (5-5)
WHITE HOUSE (3-7)
(2] CROCKETT CO. (9-1)
KIRBY (4-6)

(0] PEARL COHN (7-3)
G20 HONTGONERY CENTRAL (64

LAKELAND PREP (7-3)
I3 ACKSON NORTH SIDE 7-3)
(Z} LEXINGTON (10-0)
MILLINGTON (3-7)
CX2) SPRING HILL (8-2)
LETE] LIBERTY CREEK (7-3)

HAYWOOD (8-2)
CIZ) SOUTH GIBSON (4-6)

m— " i L CEIE] CREEK WOOD (4-6)
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Congratulations Warriors
on Your Perfect Season!

™ 120 AUTO LANE, SPARTA
888.706.9008

' 931.738.9275

Now Go for the Gold! o
Home of the million mile warranty

pA 220s Mo:e Dr
IZZ0 B
qu tr G Watdon!

ﬂ pizzahut.com
Dine-In, Carryout & Deliver
y y S ete -:_;

FEED GOOD TIMES.
Tim Brown'd

@ MARA Lofshy

Denton Colwell, DVM

James Everett, DVM 2541 Jerry Parker Rd.
Kathy Gates, DVM 931.739.8800

Patrick Hackett, DVM Info@SpartaVetServices.com

Holly Evans, DVM SpartaVetServices.com

680 W Bockman Way, Sparta, TN 38583 -
Phone: @ Open Mon-Fri 6:30 AM-5:30 PM ,
(931) 836-3141 Sat: 7:00 AM-5:00 PM &

We can meet youwr aulomotive needs/
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